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TWENTY-SIXTH  COHeRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEa0N   AT   THE   CITT   OF   WASHINOTON,   DECEMBEB   16,    1889. 


PKO0EEDING3  AND  DEBATES 


SENATE  AND   HOUSE   OP  EEPKE  SENT  ATI  VES.» 


HOUSE  07  SXFBXSSnTATITZS. 

TiTxsDAT,  December  16, 188S. 
Election  qf^iealer — Eletmth  and  Final  SaUot. 
\TbJt  is  the  nadon  In  whicb  ■  double  ratum  of 
Hcmbeia  fhnn  Hew  Jenc;  prnrented  the  orpnin- 
tloQ  of  the  HooM,  and  K»e  riae  to  lengthened  pto- 
ceediagg  not  neoeaai?  to  be  rallied  here,  h  not  per- 


l^nliig  to  the  legtditlTe  dotlM  of  CougreM.  We 
therefore  b^b  with  the  eleventh  ballot  for  Spetlcer  of 
the  House,  whidi  wu  the  ballot  that  waa  effectual.] 
FoK  R.  H.  T.  HtrimB.— McMnt.  Adama,  Alfonl,  J. 
W.  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Bell,  ffiddle.  Black,  B<nid, 
Botta,  BnMkwaj,  A.  Bioini,  B.  H.  Butler,  Calhoun, 
J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Outer,  Chinn,  Claik, 
Gdqnett,  J.  Goaper,  H.  A.  Cooper,  Gorwtn,  Cma- 
ston,  Oodkett,  Cnrtlgi,  Cnd^,  £.  Daries,  Q.  Daiia, 


•  LIST  or  ^r»'M"»"'>  or  THE  BERATE. 


Aw  aampMrt^Htarj  Bnbtaid,  TnnUlii  PInn. 
~  b  Bwlft,  tamod  PnaUa. 

la  DiTb,  DidM  Wtittn. 


Awa  OareK»a.-ltha  a  CtHuna,  WDUud  Q  FrHtan. 
ff«MVte^Wlhoa  tnapUn,  Alflad  CMbhort. 
ataCbr, 


naiMNML— ItHx  OniDdr,  Si^  L.  VUt*.* 
rarinaty.— H— »T  CI9,  John  J.  Oilttuda. 
OUtL— WUUam  Alluk.  Beqtuuln  Tli^WL 
Adlma,— OUT«r  H.  Buttb,  John  Tipton. 


JHnnK,— ThoDua  H.  Bnton,  Lnrli  r.  Una. 
JRoMpoiL— LDdiH  Iron.  Jain  If  omlL 

mH.S«1w. 


JfaimA—StOitB  OUllbTd,  iJbert  Bmlth,  Biq|*iii[n  R*B> 
d«11,  Otorgt  Btsiu,  TligU  D.  Fintt,  Hugh  S.  Andenop, 
Jodiiu  A  Lowtll,  Tbomu  Dbtm. 

""       ~  -  -    jith,rten,  JmiBd  W.  wn- 

itt  Hiltooatd, 

Cil«b  OuUbi;  VUllam  PunHntsr.  Lf  t1  UdmIb,  Oaaiia  K. 
Brlfp,  Tiniain  B.  CiUuniD,  'Wllllun  S.  HwUsn  H>nTT 
WUUuoi,  John  BMd,  John  Qnln«r  Adm*. 
JUed*  /•IiMd.-Jiwph  I.  TUUichHt,  WllUwn  &  Cnn- 

a  L.  Btom,  Tb>m- 
rvWML— HOud  Hull,  Wmiam  Blid^  Bonai  Enntt, 


B.  JiefciaD,JaBM>I>*  UHontirMt 
OgdM  Hoftnu,  EdvDd  CnrHi,  1I(«m  H.  OrlBBall,  Jibm* 
IbnrM,  Oannuor  KamblB,  Ohwica  JobaKn,  Sstliutal 
JoiHB,  Bnftu  PaIad,  A4nm  TatidariHn],  John  EI7,  Hlraai  P. 
HbbI,  Dultl  D.  BuBud,  Anion  Brown.  DiTld  BoMdi, 
ADfutu  C,  Hud.  John  Pln^  Pet«  T.  W^eoar,  Andiw 
V.  DglK,  John  O.  Fiord,  DstM  P,  Bnwitai;  TIwobm  0. 
CUttudim,  John  H.  PnnUia,  JndKm  Allon,  John  a  Ctsrk, 
B.  B.  JjAonud,  AnuH  Dana,  Eds     ~  ~  ~ 

Eul,    Chrlitophor   llorpn,   Tk 
Onuvor,  MandJth  lUlloir,  Thonai  S 
G*tM,  LnUior  C.  Paok.  Blehud  P.  Unrrln,  Ulilud  W 
nun,  Chiriet  F.  UltoboU. 
SmaJtrug,    John  &  Arerisi,  John  P.  K  Uuw^ 
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EUetiiM  ijfSpedlm: 


DawBOD,  Debm7,  Detmla,  NUet,  BdnrdK,  FUtmore, 
Haher,  R.  Owluid,  Qentr;,  ffiddtngs,  Oo^o, 
Qoode,  Grahun,  Orancer  oivtet,  Qreen,  Onffln, 
Orinnell,  Habenbun,  Ha^W.  6.  Htstit^g,  H«U7, 
Hill  of  Vk.,  H<rfftnaii,  HdIiim,  Hopk&s,  Himt, 
Jhdm,  ChM.  Johulon,  W.'  0.  Jobnaon,  Kink  Ia«- 
nnee,  Uncolii,  Marrln,  Mmod,  Hetoet,  ffildieU, 
Monroe,  Uoisin,  G.  Hoitla,  Hajter,  NiebM,  Ogle, 
Osborne,  Feck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Frofflc,  Bandall,  Ban- 
dolpb,  Rariden,  Bayner,  Reed,  Bldgwa;,  RuikII, 
Saltoostall,  Sergeant,  SimontoD,  Bladk  Tr.  Smitb, 
gtanlj,  Storra,  Somter,  Bttuu^  TaliaTem),  W. 
TbompeoQ,  Tillin^BBt,  7<>'o»<'>  Triplett,  Tnunbull, 
tJndemooiP.  J.  Wagner,  Waiten,  E.  D.  WUla,  J, 
While,  T.  W.  WUIiiuL  L.  WlUijiM,  L.  J.  TTO- 
litnis,  C.  H.  WiUiBUis,  S.  WHlianiB,  Wlae,  Jenifer, 
Everett,  Chittenden,  ETani,  Gatei^  Banwrd,  Brigga, 
Polen,  Crabb,  and  a  H.  Andenon— IIS. 

Fob  J.  W.  JoHES.— HeeaiB.  J.  AUen^  Atlnrioa, 
Brirae,  Blackwell,  A.  V.  Brown,  W.  0.  Butler,  Cai^ 
nril,  CUflbrd,  Connor,  Doau,  Drmngoole,  bri,  Elj, 
Fine,  Hand,  J.  Hastings  Hawidna,  mu  of  S.  0., 
Hiilen,  Holenwn,  Howard,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jonea, 
Kelm,  Eemball,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCIellui, 
HcKaj,  Miller,  Pariah,  Farmoiler,  Petrikin,  Pren- 
tiss, Birea,  J.  Rcgen,  Shaw,  Bhepard,  J.  Bmith, 
ThoB.  Smith,  Steinrod,  Stnmg,  Swearingen,  Sweenj, 
Ta^or,  F.  Thomaa,  P.  F.  Thomas,  Tnrney,  Vauder- 
fotA,  Weller,  J.  W.  Williams,  H.  WiiUama,  Woi- 
thington,  and  Banks — 66. 

Foa  Km.  Datki. — Hctsn.  H.  J.  Anderaon, 
Slelcher,  and  Parrig — S. 

Fob  F.  TaotuEL— llesa:&  Casey,  J.  W.  Jonea, 
and  MalloTT— S. 

Fob  Kb.  Kkiii.— If  cms.  Besttf,  Bynum,  J.  DaTie, 
Duncan,  Fomance,  Qallmdt)),  Gttiy,  Hammond, 
Hook,  Hubbard,  Leadbetler,  Leet,  Lewis,  McCnl- 
loch,  Harehand,  Monl^ioineTy,  BL  W.  llorri^  New- 


/■muiiCeanla. — Lemnd  Paynlsr,  Jobn  BmfMst,  G«orgB 
"W.  ToUud,  Cluriet  Nnylor,  Edward  SailM,  FtukIi  Jdhw, 
John  Ediruds,  Jonepli  Fodu«,  John  Darla,  Darld  D. 
Vigener,  PeUr  Newbard,  Oeorg*  X.  Kelm,  VlllUm  Bl- 
monton,  Junoa  Otnj,  Junta  Coaper,  'WLUlun  B.  'Rmaej, 
David  Pstrlkln,  Bobert  II.  nmniaiid,  Bumiel  W.  Harris, 
Cliarlet  Og1«,  Albart  Q.  Harebud,  Eng*  Hook,  litaa  Leat, 
Bletiud  BIddli,  Wmtim  Beatty,  Tbomu  Senry,  Jdm  Oil- 
bialth, . —  HcCdUoii^ 

.ZWoteitrA— Tbamx  Roblnaon. 

MaTylmid.—3otia  Dennti,  F.  F.  Tbmnn,  J.  T.  H.  'Woiik- 
IsKtim,  J.  Camll,  B.  HUleii,  jr.,  WlllUm  Coat  Jehiuod, 
Frueli  Thomn,  Daniel  JanlhT. 

Plr^otn.—Henry  A.  Wtaa,  Joel  Hollaniau,  Fnnel*  fi. 
RlTts,  John  U.  Bott^  B.  U.  T.  Hnntar,  John  TilliflirRi, 
Ctairlts  F.  Uerear.  Linn  Banks,  Oeoi^  O.  Drontgoole, 
JoliB  W.  Jonei,  John  T.  Hill,  'Wiltar  Cdu,  JunM  Qu-lud, 
WlUUm  I.  Gontn,  VUUuu  Laai,  Georife  R  Sunnal, 
Bobert  Cnlg,  Oaoriro  "W.  HopUni,  Andrew  Bleina,  JoKpb 
Jnhnaim,  Lewla  Btetnnd. 

JVortt  CbKoMaa.— Kenneth  Eajnor,  lean  A.  Bynnm, 
Edward  Btaolr,  Chailea  Bhepard,  Jamei  UcKay,  Wcqjiih 
T.  Hawkins,  Kdmnnd  Deberrj,  ITnilam  Uonlgomery,  John 
Hill,  Cbaria  FUhar,  Beair  W.  Cobdot,  Jaaua  Oiaham, 
Lewli  irmiama 

iSbiM  OanMna.—luait  X.  Hotmaa,  Vaddy  Tbomiiaaii, 
Fiaaeli  V,  FlAena,  John  Cmpball,  Jamei  Bi^an,  Thonaa 
P.  Bnmlar, BdUw,  a  Baniw*n  £h*tt,  Jgha  K.  QrlSn. 


[26lH  CORO. 

hard,  Pajnter,  Ramsey,  Bobinwrn,  K  Bogett,  Sam- 
nela,  and  D.  D.  Wagener— S4. 

Fob  Mk.  Casit.— Uena.  Boyd,  Brewiter,  Qtir, 
Craig,  Dana,  De  la  Hontayne,  Dug,  Cave  Johnson, 
Reynolds,  and  Wick— 10. 

Foa  Mb.  Picbkbb. — A.  G.  Brown,  Chapman,  Coin, 
Cron,  Medill,  Bhett,  Staikwaatber,  J.  Thompeon, 
and  Watteiior) — 9. 

Fob  Ub.  Aibbbtor. — Mean.  BuAe,  ffurtmBn, 
Floyd,  and  Jaduon — 1. 

Fob  Mb.  Btauvbathbb.— Mr.  Cnzj~-l. 

Fob  Mb.  Clitfobii. — Mr.  Davee — 1. 

Fob  Mb.  Howud.— J.  W.  Davia— 1, 

Fob  Mb.  Liwn.— A.  Smilb— I. 

Fob  Mb.  Bon.— " 


Seemindiaion  o^  rain  gitn  for  Sptahr  of  (Ai  Bimm 

Tlh.  8th.  9th.  10th.  llth. 

Whole  number           aaa  188  SSI  £33  ESS 

Neceasary  to  a  chobie  116  117  lie  117  llT 

DiioN  H.  Lxwia         110  US  110  7S        1 
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Ur.  E.  U.  7.  HuRXB  hariag  noMTed  a 
nu^oritr  of  Um  wbcde  namber  of  votes  on  tbo 
elevenui  vote,  waa  therefore  deolac«d  dnlj^ 
el«otad. 


e^fTffla^UH  Wanen,  B.  A.  Bnblt,  T.  ] 
A.  Cooiier,  "W.  T.  Colqsatt,  B.  11 
Dawaon,  J.  C.  AlAnd,  Edward  J.  BlMk. 

Alabaaia.—'a,  B.  Cbapnun,  DbtU  Habbvd,  G«Mg*  W. 
Onbb,  IMnm  H.  L«rti,  Janna  DBIatt 

Z«iMaiu.—EdwBd  D.  WUta,  Bdward  OUoa,  Stu*  Oar- 
land. 

Jaatiiflty;— I^nn  Bard,  FUUp  IMplat,  Joseph  U^n- 
wmd,  Bhamd  TUllamB,  Blmoa  H.  Andamn,  WUUa  Onene, 
John  Pop*,  WllHara  J.  9n.nm,  JiAa  Wblte,  Blabnd 
Hawe^  L.  V.  Aadiowa,  Qanet  Sarti,  inillam  O.  Butter. 

nMUMM^VQUam  B.  Carter,  Abnhaai  HeObUan,  Jo- 
seph L  WlUlaciB,  JdUds  V,  BhiAwell,  HoyUn  L  Ttntr, 
WUUam  B.  OaapbeD,  JiAa  BeU,  MeiWIth  P.  QMtiy,  Hai^ 
vey  M.  'Watarae^  Aam  T.  Brown,  Can  Johnaon,  John 


TIKMita— J<Ab  B^doMs,  Zad«  CaMy,  JoAn  T.  Stewart 

HtHana. — Qaorga  H.  Fmat,  John  Da^la,  John  Carr, 
Thomas  Bmtth,  Jamei  Baifden,  WUUam  W.  Wkk,  X  A. 

(>iHa.— Alannder  Doncnn,  John  R  Tellir,  PatriA  G. 
awde,  Thomas  Conrin,  ITmiam  I>aane,  Calvarj  Unrrli, 
miUam  K.  Bond,  Jotaph  Bldcway,  VilUara  Hadlll,  Ban- 
Bon  UaBaa,lHa(iF8Tbh,  Jonathan  1^I«,  D.  P.  I'Mdbatlar, 
Oeoice  Bwaaner,  Jidin  V.  AUen,  Joebaa  B.  GMdlon  Jaba 
HisUncs,  D.  A.  Starkweather,  Haaij  Sweariagea. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  W  ib^ 
The  Honse  a^onraed. 


BOUBE  OF  aSPBXBEirrA'TTVZB. 

TimDAT,  December  17. 
At  ia  o'clock,  Ur.  B.  M.  T.  Huhtkb,  Speaker 
of  the  House,  called  the  Hoiue  to  order,  and 
addreaaed  them  aa  followa  : 


The  Ugh  and  nndeoerred  honor  irtilch  you  havs 
oonTerred  upon  me,  has  be«n  so  unexpected,  that 
mta  now  I  can  BC«^7  find  terms  In  whloh  to  ex- 
pnM  mj  grateful  aenae  ofjnni  kindiiea.  I  tnut, 
hoverer,  to  be  able  to  otbr  a  better  erldence  of 
that  sentiment  In  the  eanieet  eflbrte  irttjeh  I  ahall 


make  to  ^acharge  mj  dottM  hutl;  and  impartlany. 

Caned  «a  I  hare  been  to  th&  hJg^  ^— '  - 

much  from  an/  merita  of  «tj 


a  high  ai 


»  of  my  podtlon,  I  shall  feel  It  aa  eq>edally 
doe  )iom  me  to  yon  to  preaidB  aa  the  Bpeakcr,  not 
of  a  putj,  but  of  the  House.  Whilst  I  riiall  deem 
it  my  duty,  upon  all  proper  occacdona,  to  sustain  the 
prindplee  upon  wfakh  I  atand  pledged  before  the 
coontrr,  I  shall  hold  myself  boma,  at  flte  same 
time,  to  aflbrd  etery  bdlUy  irilUn  my  power  to  the 
fnll  tnd  fair  eipnsrion  of  the  iriahea  and  aentl- 
mcmta  of  every  section  of  this  great  Confedetscy. 
Ton  wQl  doubtlea  deem  It  yoor  duty,  gentlemen,  aa 
the  gtand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to  inrestinte  all 
matten  of  wUdi  the  people  oogfat  to  be  Informed ; 
to  retreBch  eipenditnrea  which  are  imneoeBary  or 
micMwtttntlonu ;  to  maintain  the  just  relations  be- 
tween all  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
to  preeerre  invioiata  the  oonatitution,  which  you 
win  be  sworn  to  support,  whilst  it  win  be  mine 
to  aid  yoa  in  audi  labors  with  aU  of  the  means 
within  my  power.  And  althon^  deeply  imprened 
with  >  palnfti]  sense  of  my  inexperience,  and  of  the 
dincaltiea  of  a  new  and  untried  station,  I  am  yet 
dieered  by  the  hope  that  yon  will  snatain  me  in  my 
(Airts  to  preserre  the  order  of  bnrineea  and  the  de- 
corum of  debate.  I  am  aware  that  party  fervor  is 
occHianally  impatient  of  the  restraint  whlidi  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  to  Impose  upon  the  asperities  of 
delate,  but  at  the  same  time  I  know  that  the  Juat  of 
all  parties  wiU  anatain  a  f^mker  irtio  la  honestly  en- 
draTwing  to  preserre  the  dignity  of  the  House,  and 
the  haimony  of  its  members 

Pamdt  me,  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  to  lender 
yoo  the  homage  of  my  hrartfelt  thanks  for  the  honor 
wfaidi  yon  haie  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  express 
flia  hope  that  your  counsels  may  be  so  guided  by 
visdom  as  to  redound  to  yoar  own  reputation,  and 
the  welfare  of  oar  common  country. 

The  jottmal  of  yesterday  was  then  read,  when 

The  oath  vas  administered  to  the  mem- 
ben  f^om  the  several  States,  except  New 
Jersey,  Mr,  RAin>ou>H  not  presenting  himself 
when  New  Jersey  was  called. 

After  the  membera  from  all  the  States 
ezeept  New  Jersey  were  sworn, 

ICr.  Rasdolph,  together  with  the  five  mem- 
bert  (Maiming  seats  nnder  tlie  Governor's  oertiQ- 
eale,  presratsd  tiiemealrea  at  the  Gerk's  table, 


and  demanded  to  be  sworn,  but  the  Spbakkb 
refnsod  to  swear  any  of  thena  ezc^t  Mr.  IUk- 

DOLPH, 

The  Speaseb  then  stated  that  J.  B.  Asonioo, 
0.  0.  STBiTTON,  J.  P.  B.  Maxwbll,  W.  Hil.- 
BTBD,  and  T.  J.  Tobex,  had  appeared  while  he 
was  administering  the  oath  of  office  to  tlia 
members,  and  demanded  to  be  sworn.  Ead 
this  question  ocourred  ttiia  mornlDg;  d»  tuno, 
and  no  proceeding  of  the  Hoose  having  been 
had  npon  it,  be  shonld  not  have  heeittUed  in 
administering  the  oath  to  tJieae  gentlemen,  bat 
inasmaoh  as  ^ooeediogs  had  been  had  hereto- 
fore in  Hie  Honae,  and  a  decision  made,  or 
rather  a  n^^ve  proposition  adopted,  he  felt 
It  to  be  his  duty  to  refbae  to  administer  the 
oath  to  them,  and  to  refer  Qie  matter  to  the 
Eonse,  to  say  whether  they  shonld  be  sworn, 

[A  debate  occopjing  three  daya  now  took  place 
on  the  question  whether  the  members  certificated 
by  the  Governor,  should  be  swoiti,  which  wu  finally 
decided  In  the  n(«ativfr-Taia  IIS ;  Nats  US.] 


Satubdat,  December  21. 

SUetion  0/  UltrJc  and  Sergeant^t  arm». 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  eleotioD 

of  Gerk,  when  Huon  A.  OABUkHo  was  elected, 

and  to  the  election  of  Sergeant-at-annB,  when 

RoDKBio  DoBSBi  was  elected. 


m  asNATB. 
MospAT,  December  23. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Eonse  of 
HepreseDtatives  by  Mr.  Gablasd,  their  Olerk, 
iniorming  them  that  a  qnomm  had  assembled, 
and  that  Robsst  M,  T.  HrifTiB,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  elected 
Speaker ;  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed 
to  bnaineas. 

Also,  that  the  Eottae  had  cononrred  in  the 
joint  reeolntion  of  the  Senate,  that  ajt»nt  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Honaea  be  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Presidentr  and  inform  him  that  « 
qnomm  of  the  two  Bonses  had  assembled,  and 
were  ready  to  receive  any  oommnnications  he 
might  make ;  and  that  Uessrs,  Etebbtt  and 
Rjuibet  were  appointed  eaid  committee  on  tha 
part  of  the  Honee, 


HOUBB  OF  BKPHEBKNTATIVEB. 

TimaDAT,  December  Z4. 

PraidenVt  MtMoge. 

The  annna]  Message  of  the  President  to  the 

two  Honses  of  Congress  was  then  read  by  the 

Beoretary  of  the  Senate : 

imd  Hotut  of  Rtprfmtativtt  ; 
I  regret  that  I  cannot,  on  this  oocauon,  ooninatn- 
late  yon  that  the  past  year  has  been  onaof  nnanoyed 
prosperity.    The  ravages  of  fin  and  disease  have 
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pdafliUy  iStcted  otbarwistt  flourishing  porti<»is  of 
ooroouiitrf;  uidteriooseiabaiTUBiiMnta  jet  derange 
the  tnde  of  many  of  oar  ddeB.  But,  Dotwithstind' 
lug  (he«  4dT«m  ciccDnutaaoea,  tlwt  genend  proapeiv 
ity  irtuoh  bu  been  heietofora  ao  bountifullj  bestowed 
npon  wihjOit  Antbor  of  »ll  good,  still  oontinues  to 
cul  for  our  wumeBt  Kntltade.  EqiecdkUy  bkre  we 
reuon  to  rtjirioe  in  Uia  exuberant  baireata  which 
baTe  IstUiIj  Teoompensed  wdl-dlreeted  Indnstaj, 
•nd  giran  to  It  that  sore  reward  which  b  v^nly 
■ongfat  in  visionary  qMoolaliMia.  I  cuaot  Indeed 
Tiiw,  without  pecoliar  MliaCMtiaii,  the  erldeneea 
aflbtded  by  the  part  (eaeon  of  the  benefits  that  apiing 
irom  the  steady  derotion  <rf  the  hnabendman  t»  lila 
htnotaU*  pnnuil.  No  meaiia  of  Individual  eomfoit 
U  more  oerfaiin,  and  no  soni««  of  natjwial  ptoaperi^ 
h  ao  auM.  Nothing  can  oonpenaete  a  people  for  a 
dependenoa  upon  othen  fbr  the  bread  they  eat; 
and  that  ebeenni  abundance  on  which  the  happbees 
of  erei;  one  io  much  depends,  ii  to  be  looked  for 
Bowhen  with  auch  sore  MUanca  as  Id  Ihe  industry  of 
the  asricalturist  and  the  bountiei  of  the  earth. 

With  foreign  conntrica,  our  relations  exhibit  the 
■une  bTorable  aspect  which  waa  pr«aenled  in  my  laat 
annual  meen^e,  and  afford  conUnned  i»oof  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  padSc,  just,  and  fortxaring  policy 
adopted  by  the  first  administration  of  the  Feitenu  Got- 
enuueat,  and  pnrwed  by  Its  anoceeeota.  The  eitia- 
ordinai?  powen  rested  in  me  by  an  act  of  congma, 


(JTO  abould  poBBcan  ample  meana  to  meet  it,  have 
not  been  aierted.  They  have,  (lientfore,  beoi  at- 
tended with  no  other  remiU  than  to  inereaie,  by  fiie 
confidence  thoa  reposed  In  me,  my  obligations  to 
maintain,  with  religious  exaotneM,  the  cardinal  prlo- 
dplea  that  gorem  oar  iolereouree  irilh  other  nations. 
^^pUy,  In  onr  pending  queatiou  with  Oreat  Brit- 
tin,  out  of  vfaioh  thia  unusual  giant  of  anUwrity 
arose,  nothing  has  oocnired  to  require  its  exertlou ; 
and  as  it  is  about  to  retom  to  the  legislature,  I  trust 
that  no  future  neceauty  may  call  for  its  exerdse  by 
them,  or  its  delegation  to  another  department  oi  the 
GoremmenL 

For  Ihe  settlement  of  our  north-eastern  boundary, 
the  proposition  promised  by  Oreat  Britain  for  a  com- 
nisalon  of  exploration  and  surrey,  has  be^  received, 
and  a  counter  prqject.  Including  also  a  proviuoa  for 
the  certain  and  final  ai^uatment  of  the  limits  in  dis- 
pute, is  now  befoie  the  British  Ooremment  fbr  its 
OHuideration.  A.  just  ngard  to  the  delicate  state  of 
thia  question,  and  a  proper  reepeot  for  Ihe  ualural 
Impatience  of  the  SUte  of  Haines  not  less  than  a 
oonrlctioa  that  the  negotiation  has  iteen  already 
protracted  longer  than  is  prudent  on  the  part  of  either 
Goremment,  hare  led  me  to  believe  that  the  present 
fhvonble  moment  should  on  no  account  be  sufibred 
to  pass  without  putting  the  question  forerw  at  rest. 
I  feel  confident  that  the  Government  of  iier  Britannic 
mqeaty  will  take  Ihe  aama  view  of  this  snhjcct,  as  I 
am  persuaded  It  Is  goveraed  by  deores  equally  stiong 
and  sluoere  for  the  amicable  Icnninstion  of  the  oon- 
troversy. 

To  the  Intiiniie  difficulties  of  questions  of  boun- 
dary lines,  eapedally  those  deacril^ed  in  r^ons  nnoc- 
eujded,  and  but  partially  koown,  is  to  be  added  in 
our  country  Ihe  embairawment  necessarily  arisiDg  out 
of  onr  constltntlou,  by  which  the  General  Gorem- 


another  oontrovsmy  In  which  a  State  Govenusent 
might  rightfully  ch^  to  have  her  wi^ea  oonsulted 
previously  to  the  Dondusion  of  canventiooal  attaoge- 
menla  concerning  her  ri^ta  of  jurisdiction  or  terri- 
Utrj.  1  have  Ihouf^  It  neceaeary  to  call  the  attentimi 
of  the  eovemment  of  Great  Britain  to  another  por- 
tion of  our  conterminous  dominion,  of  which  the 
division  ititl  remtdna  to  be  a4iusted.  I  refer  Io  the 
line  &om  the  sntranoe  of  Lake  Superior  tt>  the  most 
UMtb-wsslem  poial  of  Ihe  Ut  e  of  Uie  Woods,  atipula- 
tioni  tor  flw  settlemait  of  wludi  ve  to  be  fonnd  In 
the  lerenth  article  of  Ihe  treaty  of  Obent.  Tbeeom- 
ndsaionen  appointed  under  timt  article  by  the  two 
Gorenunenls  naving  difftted  Id  thedr  opinions,  made 
aqarale  leporla,  acoording  to  its  stipulations,  upon 
Ihe  pcdnta  «  disagreement,  and  these  dlfiferences  are 
now  to  be  sidmitted  to  tiie  arldtiation  of  some  friend- 
ly power,  sovereign,  or  state.  The  disputed  pcnnt 
^ould  be  settled,  and  the  line  deaipiated,  before  the 
territorial  govenunent,  of  which  it  is  one  of  the 
boundaries,  takes  its  place  in  tba  Union  as  a  State ; 
and  I  rely  upon  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Brit> 
ish  govenunent  to  effect  that  t^ect. 

Tliere  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  disturbances 
like  those  irt^ch  lately  igitated  the  neighboring  Brit- 
ish provinces  will  not  again  prove  the  sources  of  bor- 
der contentions,  or  Interpose  obstacles  to  the  contin- 
nsnce  of  that  good  understanding  which  It  Is  the 
mutual  Interest  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Slate*  to  preserve  and  maintain. 

Within  Ihe  provinces  themselves  tranquillity  is 
restored,  and  on  our  Ihmtiec  that  misguided  sym- 
pathy  in  favor  of  what  was  presumed  to  be  a  general 
effort  in  tiebalf  of  papular  rights,  and  which  In  some 
instsQces  misled  a  few  of  our  more  inexperienced  citi- 
lens,  has  subaided  into  a  rational  conviction  strongly 
oKtosed  to  all  intenneddhug  with  Uie  iut^snat  aS^ 
of  our  n^gtibon.  The  people  of  the  Uidted  States 
feel,  as  it  S  hoped  they  always  will,  a  warm  solicitude 
for  the  suceesi  of  all  who  are  Edncerety  endeavoi-lng 
to  improve  the  political  cofidition  of  nMnkind.  TUa 
geuerous  feeling  they  cheiidi  towards  the  most  dis- 
tant nations;  and  it  was  natnni,  therefore,  that  It 
should  tie  awakened  iritii  more  than  common  warmdi 
in  behalf  of  their  immediate  nngbbtm.  But  it  does 
not  belong  to  thnr  character,  as  a  oommmiity,  to  seek 
the  gratification  of  those  feeliogs  in  acts  which  violate 
their  duty  as  citizens,  endanger  the  peace  of  their 
country,  and  lend  to  bring  upon  it  the  sbun  of  a  vio- 
lated iiuth  towards  foreign  nations.  If  xeslooa  to 
omfer  benefits  on  others,  they  qqiear  for  a  moment 
to  lose  si^t  of  the  peimsnent  obligations  Imposed 
upon  them  as  dliiens,  they  are  seldom  long  nualed. 
l>om  all  the  information  I  receive,  confirmed  to  some 
extent  by  personal  observation,  J  am  saHefled  that  no 
one  can  now  hope  to  engage  in  such  enterprises 
without  eticountenng  public  uidignatioit,  in  addition 
to  the  severest  pen^es  of  Ihe  law. 

Becent  fnTormation  also  leads  me  Io  hope  that  the 
endgranla  Irom  her  miyesty's  provinces,  who  have 
sought  refhgo  within  our  boundariea,  are  disposed  to 
become  peacsablo  residents,  and  to  abstain  from  all 
attempts  to  endaoger  Ihe  peace  of  that  country  wluch 
had  afforded  them  sin  asylum-  On  a  review  of  the 
occurrenece  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  it  is  satisTactory 
to  refiect,  that  in  almost  every  oompUJnt  against  our 
country,  the  aSbnce  may  ba  traced  to  emigrants  &tim 
the  provincee  who  have  sought  refti^  h^  In  the 
few  instanoee  in  whit^  they  were  aided  by  citiaans 
of  the  United  Btatea,  the  acta  of  these  n^sgnlded 
were  not  only  fat  dli«at  Dontravnttoa  of  the 
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km  and  vell-knowu  wishea  of  their  own  QoTemniMit, 
but  met  with  the  deddtd  diBapi^obatioa  of  the  peo- 
Ide  of  tbe  United  Statto. 

I  MgrM  to  (taM  lb*  «ppaH*Me  of  B  dHferent  qnrit 
HMDg  her  m»itMy'»  nt^eela  In  the  C«B*d«a.  The 
MnHmeati  of  hoMili^  to  oar  Mo^  and  IsMitiithMU, 
vliich  iMTa  bean  lo  freqiwntl*  e^maaed  there,  and 
nr  ri^ila  irtddb  bare  been  nun^ 
waaloaa,  have,  I  am  sony  to  Mf, 
id  enooimged  by  the  people,  and 
m  tyaome  (rf' tbo  mbordiiMte  lo«l  antboiitiei,  of 
Ae  DrorinoeK  Tbe  cUef  offlotn  in  Cuuda  forta- 
natel;  have  not  entertdned  die  ataM  feeling,  and 
hare  probablj  pmrented  wceaaoa  that  moat  bare 
liMtt  fatal  l«  tbe  pcMO  of  the  two  oMintrite. 

I  look  Unward  taakmdj  to  a  period  iriwn  all  the 
ImiMOthHW  wUch  hate  grawn  oat  of  this  condition 
at  oar  •nira,  ud  wUdi  hare  been  made  the  tub- 
Jeots  of  eunplaiut  and  NDMnstranoa  by  tlie  two  OoT- 
•miiMDla  leqMGdrel;,  dnll  bo  fUlf  examined,  and 
tbo  pnner  MtiilMion  glTcn  irtieio  it  is  doe  from 
tfthertfde. 

Nothing  h»f  ooonrred  to  dittnrb  tiie  hanaony  of 
our  interMnme  with  Austria,  Belgium,  Dennurl^ 
Aansa,  Naples,  FCMogal,  FMida,  Boaiia  or  Sweden, 
no  btBoal  aMs  of  Spda  ha*  aenalblj  improred^ 
nd  ft  wdtgraonded  hope  oxfits  HM  the  retom  of 
pMOO  win  nalon  to  the  poopla  of  that  oomiby  tli^ 
foiBMB  proapeii^i  and  enalile  the  Gorenuaeot  to 
fUdl  all  its  cMteidoDS  at  hMM  and  abtoad.  The 
Goramment  of  Fottnnl,  I  have  the  MiAotiou  to 
■tale,  has  paid  in  fUl  the  elerenlh  and  last  instalawnt 
dva  to  «nr  dtisow,  fbr  die  daims  emlmMd  in  the 
•Mtlement  made  wiOi  U  on  the  tUid  dav  gf  Hareb, 
IBST. 

Ilnbafbn  yon  Iraatlea  of  commeroe  negotiated 
irith  &e  UBga  of  Saidinia  and  of  the  Netberluida, 
tbe  ratiitortiwM  tf  wideb  have  been  exdiai^ed  dnee 
lh«  w^avKiaamtolikiagnaa.  The  libenl  prindplea 
of  thsM  tnatias  wilt  ncommend  them  to  jour  appro- 
bation. That  with  Sarffima  is  the  first  tteotr  of  eom- 
■wfW  fomed  bj  Aat  Ungdom,  and  it  nil,  I  tout, 

r  lbs  axpeotatfaws  of  the  present  Borereign, 

'■"     "      "  ■   ■  -     -  ■•  intcesof  his 


a  of  embar- 
Tfas  king  of  the  Netherisnda  has  also,  hi 
ftsttar  Uloattaliai  of  Us  chancier  fbr  JobOm,  and 
of  Ms  dedre  to  Nmore  omr  OMiss  of  dSssatidbition, 
Ills  nnmpwiiaHon  Ibr  an  imarioan  vessel  captured 
fa  1 800  bj  a  heneh  piirateer,  and  oairied  toto  Cnta- 
fom,  whsi*  the  pcooeeds  wen  ^iproptiated  to  the 
■as  «f  Um  ocdow,  Ihen-and  fbr  a  short  time  after, 
BBd«r  the  domiidDQ  of  Hdland. 

nie  death  of  tbe  lata  sultan  bat  prodneed  no  alter- 
ation in  oar  rations  with  Torhey.  Oar  newly 
mpoinled  nnnlslsr  lestdnt  has  Madied  Omalantino- 
ple,  and  I  bavo  reoeived  aararaneea  from  tbe  present 
mler  that  the  ohElgations  of  oar  treaty,  and  those  of 
ftiandriiip,  wffl  be  Mfllled  by  tttatOt  In  the  samB 


I  TCgrat  to  tie  obliged  to  inform  yon  that  no  oon- 
vcntioa  ftr  the  settlemeDt  of  the  claims  of  our  oiti- 
snm  i^wi  IfoxiM)  has  yet  been  ratified  by  the  Oot- 
enment  of  that  coon^.  The  first  convention 
ftcmed  f(v  that  prnpoaa  wh  not  presented  by  the 
pnrtdent  of  Hexioo  for  tbe  a^qjiVbation  of  its  Com- 
ptm,  ttnm  the  belief  that  tbe  kkg  of  Pruiria,  the 
""' ■ — Mof  ^sepeeneDt  la  tbe  j<dnt  otmi' 


miSBMi  to  be  qqxiinted  by  the  United  Stataa  and 
Uezloo,  wonid  not  oonaant  to  take  npon  hlmaelf  that 
friendly  office.  jUthongh  not  entirely  satisfled  with 
the  course  pnisoed  by  Ifexieo,  I  felt  no  hedtition 
in  receivioK^in  the  moat  oondliatoiy  spirit,  tbe  oi- 
planatioQ  offered,  and  also  dieerftally  couentad  to 
a  new  oonventhm,  in  order  to  airai^  the  paymeols 
proposed  to  bo  made  to  our  <dtiiens.  In  a  mannsr 
which,  while  equally  Just  to  ttkem,  was  deemed  lata 
onerous  and  inocmveidait  to  the  Heziotn  Oovem- 
ment.  Bdytaig  confidently  npon  the  intentions  of 
that  Gorernment,  Mr.  Bllis  was  direotod  to  tepair  to 
Heiloo,  and  diplomatic!  inteiconiae  liaa  iNCOtesamed 
between  the  two  oountties.  Tbo  new  convention 
haa,  be  infisma  na,  been  recently  nbmitted  by  the 
[oeeident  of  tlut  npobHo  to  Its  Congrees,  ander  dr- 
oumstances  whlidk  prmuise  a  speedy  ratification ;  • 
reanh  iddeh  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt. 

Instmotions  have  been  given  to  the  conuuissioneF 
of  the  United  States  under  onr  convention  with 
Tens,  tar  tbe  demaAation  of  the  line  which  sepa- 
rates us  fhun  that  lepuUlo.  The  comndaaionen  of 
both  Govsinmente  met  in  Hew  Oricans  in  August 
last.  The  J<rint  commWoD  ma  oigioiced,  and  ad- 
joitnied  to  oonvene  at  tbe  same  plaoe  on  the  twelRh 
of  October.  It  la  presomed  to  be  nowln  the  per- 
bnnanoe  of  its  duties. 

T^  new  goreniment  of  Texas  baa  down  Its  de- 
sire to  culHnte  friendly  lelattotH  with  ua,  by  a 
prompt  tspwation  f<w  it^nries  complained  of  lu  the 
cases  of  two  venela  of  the  United  Btates. 

Whh  Cenbml  America  a  convention  has  been  con- 
eluded  for  the  renewal  of  Iti  former  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  llils  was  not  rtfified  before  the 
departmcmt  of  our  late  charge  d'lfiUrea  fivm  that 
conntry,  and  tbe  copy  of  It  tiron^  by  blm  waa  not 
recraved  before  the  a^oommmt  of  the  Senate  at 
the  last  aesHion.  In  the  meanwhile,  tiie  period  Ibidt- 
ed  for  the  eidiange  of  ratifiostions  hanng  exptred, 
I  deemed  it  eipet&snt.  In  cousecpience  of  the  dsaUi 
of  the  charge  d'af&ires,  to  send  a  special  agent  to 
Oential  Amraica,  to  dose  the  aOtira  of  our  mJeston 
tbei«,  and  toaningewiththeOovemmentan  exten- 
aios  of  the  time  for  the  exchange  of  ratificatiouB. 

The  commiietou  created  by  the  States  which  fbr- 
meriy  eompoeed  the  repnt^O  of  OcdomUa,  fiir  aijjuit- 
ing  tiie  dahns  sgidnst  that  Qonrament,  has,  by  a  ven 
onexpected  construction  of  tiie  treaty  under  irttich  It 
acts,  decided  that  no  provision  waa  made  for  Qwae 
dahna  of  dUiens  of  the  United  States  tAitit  arose 
from  CMtuiea  by  Cdombian  pr)valeer&  and  were 
a^odged  against  the  clsimaiita  In  tbe  JutUdal  tri- 
booala.  This  deddon  wQl  compel  the  United  States 
to  apply  to  the  several  Oovemments  formerly  united 
fbr  redress.  With  all  these— New  Granada,  Tene- 
luela  and  Ecuador,  a  perfoctly  good  underEtaudlng 
eiista.  Our  treaty  with  Tenezada  Is  JUthftiDy  car- 
ried into  eiecntioB,  and  that  country.  In  tiie  eqjoy- 
ment  of  tnnqnilUty,  la  gradaaUy  advancing  In  proa- 
perity  under  tin  guidance  of  lu  present  distinguished 
pteeident.  General  Paea,  With  Ecnador,  a  llbetal 
commerdal  oonrentlon  has  laldy  been  conclnded, 
iridcb  will  be  tranamitted  to  the  Benalo  at  an  early 
day. 

With  the  great  American  empire  of  BrasQ  our 
relations  continue  nndianged,  as  doea  our  friendly 
inteicourae  with  tlie  othw  govemmente  of  South 
Aoierica — tbe  Argentine  republic,  and  tbe  republics 
of  Uruguay,  Chili,  Pern,  and  Bolivia.  Tlie  diasolu- 
Hon  of  the  Peru  Bolivian  confederation  mny  oocarion 
SMH  tampocaiy  inotrnvailanoe  to  our  citizens  in  that 
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iiUdi  hare  «iiM  o«t  of  Oat  canbdan&ni 
serve  ita  tmtj  (tinitatiow,  'will  no  doidit  b 
tmdentood,  ud  It  u  pwamed  Um 
will  wdM  to  fulfil  thoee  whkb  H  coDbaeted  with 
Uiiiled  BtaH*. 

The  Smndil  (^xmticiDB  of  the  GoTemment  dniii^ 


eilRiiig  bun 


idil  (maUkoB  of  the  GoTemment  I 
rear  Ems,  I  am  bupy  to  My,  bee 
Tba  difBcnllics  muW  wUch  tlM  to 


1m  mMumpixm  ot  tlw  pnb- 
>7  tha  •unMDMi  of  ipede 

the  bOuB  linlHiM   puUlQ 


hM  Uiond  ftmi  kiwwii  deilieti  in  tli« 
the 
.^. 

by  BBTMd  or 

reo^red  in  p^ment  of  pidiUa  (hiH,  turn  been  • 
BMunted  to  a  tery  gntl^rii^  extent    The  luge  eaz- 
teat  oipenditwM  have  been  nmetmlly  met,  wid  the 
ftith  of  the  Govenment  inell  Iti  peeimitry  eonoem 
hu  iMen  ■aapalowly  m^nHined. 

The  ^neteen  mUliaii*  of  trcMory  DOtM  andwiiMd 
by  the  aet  of  OongicM  of  ISST,  ud  the  iBodi&cetloni 
tbereofl  with  a  flew  lo  the  indulMnca  of  mttcliuiti 
on  thdr  dnty  booOt,  and  of  the  £paitt  banks  in  the 
p^ytMBt  of  pnblie  Bcmeys  lield  l>y  Hum,  lia«e  beea 
•o  paactnally  redeemed  ••  to  letTS  lew  than  (Im 
wiMnai  ten  mOUoni  oatilandIi«  at  any  one  tiioe, 
and  IIm  irtnle  amonnt  nuMdeenied  now  &lla  durt 
<f  Ibne  nilBoiM.  Of  Iheee  tbe  cUef  poctfan  is  not 
due  till  next  year,  and  the  wtwle  woold  bate  been 
already  eitingiUahed  ooold  the  treaamy  haTO  raaUied 
the  paynenta  doe  to  it  from  the  banka.  If  those 
dne  mni  them  daring  the  next  year  ilMll  be  poDcto- 
ally  made,  and  If  Oangiess  dkall  ke^  the  ^ipiopriai- 
tioM  wiil^  tlia  fadiDirtfa,  llwre  is  ereiy  reason  to 
beUere  that  ell  the  ontBtending  bsaamy  notes  can 
be  radeemed,  and  the  Ofdinary  orpanses  defrayed, 
iriOuMit  Impoaing  on  the  peojde  any  additional  bordm, 


To  ariM  tbii^  and  to  keep  the  ezpendltares  wltUn 
nasonable  tMonds,  la  a  duty,  aecond'  odIt  In  impor- 
tance to  the  preaerratioa  of  our  natioul  cbanoter, 
and  the  protection  of  our  dlitena  In  their  dtO  and 
polWeal  ri^ta.  The  onatlan,  in  tfane  of  psaee,  of 
a  ddit  Hkdy  lo  beoome  peniiaMmt,  Is  sn  eril  tor 
wtdA  there  ia  no  eqninlant.  Ute  r^liBty  with 
■ny  of  the  Slates  are  apparently  vproadiing 


ment  alwayi  in  a  oondidon  to  dlscfaatM,  with  eaae 
•nd  Tigor,  its  tdgfafst  Ainetlona,  dioold  Uidr  exerdaa 
be  requited  by  any  eadden  eoqjuaetate  of  paUie 
alUn — a  conditioa  to  irtiicti  we  are  ehraya  exposed, 
and  wUdi  may  oenir  when  it  is  leait  eipeoted. 
To  ^s  ad,  It  Is  indiq)enaBUe  that  its  flnanoes 
dioidd  be  tmbamnwllad,  and  its  reaonreea,  as  frr  as 
prsetlealde,  imliKnBibefed.  No  dreimsianoe  oonld 
present  grea&r  obstadea  to  the  aoeomplidmient  of 
these  Tilally  impoctsnt  ol^eats,  than  the  craadon  c^ 
an  oneraoB  national  debt.  Our  own  expctienoe,  and 
also  that  of  othernatlons,  hare  demoiMtiated  the  DD- 
BTcMable  end  fearfOi  nfddity  with  which  a  pnblio 
detit  ii  inereated,  wimt  the  Oorecnment  has  once  nn^ 
___!._.,  ,.  ..  lo  tiie  (oinggg  pniuUf^  of  anpplying 
leadtiiM  iiy  new  loans,  niestnigile, 
-«r  part,  to  be  snooeesiU,  onut  be 
maleat  tbethtedwid.  To  make  onr  effbcta  effiw- 
tlve,  severe  eeonanny  Is  neceiaary.  niia  ia  the  anrest 
prorWoD  for  Ae  naaonal  welfrie ;  and  it  i^  at  the 
same  tune,  the  best  preeerr^Te  of  the  pibiciplM 
on  which  our  institutiona  teat    Smplidty  and  ecra- 


omy  In  the  aflUts  of  Strte  Itara  nercr  (ailed  to  cba^ 
ten  and  inTigorate  lepnbOcan  jriaeiplea,  while  these 
have  been  ae  smely  sobverted  by  nation^  pnMligBi- 
Ity  under  wliatever  qiedona  pretexts  It  may  have 


nieee  ooerfdeialicnB  oannot  be  lost  npoD  a  pe<^ 
bo  have  never  been  inattentive  to  the  dbct  of 
Ihdr  peUoy  npon  the  inatltutlona  they  bare  creatsd 
for  themsetves;   but  at  the  present  moment  tbdr 


Ing  revenne  mnat  impoaa.  The  diaA  lately  given 
(o  the  itnpoitetlaa  of  artidee  sab|eot  to  doues,  die 
deiBiwements  in  Ae  opetatlani  of  mtemal  tnde,  and 
eqteeuUy  tlw  rednetton  gradoaUy  tikliu  place  in  oar 
tarilTor  dnUes,  all  tend  nwterUly  to  lessen  onr  te- 
odpta ;  indeed.  It  la  probable  that  tlie  dhidniiticm  le- 
nding from  the  last  canee  alone,  will  not  bll  ihoit 
of  five  mlUiaiis  of  ddltts  in  the  year  ia4S,  as  the 
final  redndion  of  alldndesto  twen^  per  cent  ttMi 
takeeefltet  IIm lAde revenue Aen acodng floa 
tlte  onitoais,  and  Itoa  the  sales  of  pnbUo  trade,  if 
not  mon,  will  nndonbtedly  be  wanted  to  defri^  the 
neoesBuy  expenses  of  Am  Govenmiant  nndar  the  most 
prudent  adminlstiedaui of  Ita  aUre.  HiesesTadr- 
cmnstencee  ttiat  knpose  the  newMdtf  of  rigid  econ- 
(any,  end  require  Ita  pccnnpt  and  emstant  exercise. 
With  the  legldatare  rtala  Oa  power  and  duty  of  eo 
a^fnsUng  the  pablia  expenditme  a*  to  promote  lUs 
end.  By  flw  ptovieiMM  of  the  euusUUitlon,  H  la  only 
in  oonaeqnence  tf  appM^niati<ms  made  by  law,  tiiat 
money  can  be  drawn  from  the  taeaaury ;  no  instance 
has  ooemMd  etnce  the  esteMJdiment  of  the  Qove»> 
ment  in  uliidi  the  Ktacutive,  though  a  OMnponat 
part  of  Uw  le^dative  power,  has  iuteipassd  an  ob- 
jection to  an  qtproprialko  btll  <«  the  sda  ground 
of  ha  extanvaganoe.  HIa  duty  In  lUs  reneot  baa 
been  conddered  ftilflUed  by  reqneding  such  appeo- 
priatiaas  only  as  the  pobBo  a^ioe  may  wnwinahiy 
be  expected  to  reqdre.  In  the  pnecnt  eaneat 
dinction  of  the  potdio  mind  toward  ttds  saMeet,  bott 
the  Exemtfive  and  Um  legiAAn*  have  evidenee  of 
the  strict  reipondUlity  lo  wUch  tiwy  will  be  hdd ; 
and  wUle  I  am  eonsdow  of  my  own  nzions  eflbcts  to 
parionn  with  Sdeli^  lUs  poctton  <f  n^  pntdie  ftane- 
tiona,  it  la  a  eatialbotion  to  me  to  be  dale  to  oonnt  on  a 


aeeonnt  of  Um  pabUo  debt,  the  poet  olBce,  and  the 
trust  fiinds  in  Um  ohargs  of  the  Qovemment-^iad 
been  larnlj  increaaedby  ^tpropriaUons  fiir  (iM  ra- 
movsl  of  the  Indians,  fiw  repemng  InOan  hoemitlea, 
and  fbr  other  leas  urgent  expenasa  wUch  grew  oat 
of  en  oveiflowii^t  twaauty.  Independent  of  the 
redemption  of  the  pnblio  debt  and  tnats,  the  gmaa 
expenditures  of  seventeen  and  d^iteen  millions  in 
ISM  and  lUB  had,  by  thoat  canies,  swelled  to 
twenH-nlDe  mDUone  in  IBM;  and  the  appropria- 
tions far  1SS7,  made  prevloudy  to  the  Uh  of  Ifaireh, 
canaed  the  expenditure  to  rise  to  the  very  large 
amount  of  thirty-three  miillona.  We  were  mabled, 
during  tlie  year  ISSB,  notwitiiatandlog  tbe  eon- 
(iDuance  of  oar  Indian  embenaisment,  somewhat 
to  leduco  this  amount;  and  that  for  tbe  prenent 
year,  1889,  will  net,  in  all  piofaabffity,  exoeed 
twenty-six  ndliions— or  dx  i^llioBS  lea*  than  it  was 
bstyear.  mthadeteiminBlioa,ao&r aadapendn 
on  me,  to  eenttame  this  rednetlon,  I  have  Creeled 
the  estlmalM  far  1840  to  be  eobfeeled  to  tiie  se- 
verest scrutiny,  and  to  be  limited  to  the  aliaolnta 
leqniremonts  of  the  publle  aervloe,     Tbey  will  be 
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fomul  len  than  tiw  ezpcDdit&rM  of  1889  bj  orer 


■re  eipoMd,  Hid  MpedtUj  in  a 
like  (be  prawnt,  era  Moomntaided  to  toot  mAj  u- 
MMiaiL 
(te  ■  tOnnu  otcmAjo,  tout  attoDtioii  vn  imited 


kwinbahtlf  of  tbewltlmoaUiBpnMicliiidB;  ibA 
■lM<^kbwgndnatli^  the  prioei  fin  ewdi  Iindi  m 
bad  long  been  in  the  naAet  auold.  In  OMweqneooe 
of  tbeir  infeiior  (palitT.  Ite  neeolioii  of  the  act 
whfaji  was  puwd  on  IM  flnt  nl^lect  hat  been  at- 
tended with  the  •^--'--   '-   


led  with  the  handest 
1,  and  tecaring  impnli 


■dd  otHMiilenbij  to  the  rerenne  for  eennl  j«an, 
•iid|inii*tt  In  other  raapeetajiut  and  bene&cial. 
Ton  eait7  oonrideration  of  the  nitt^  ia,  there- 


pal  wapofta  and  vtirj  TBidi,  as  repreaented  bj  the 
■oeenpanTli^  repcrt  of  the  SecmtuT  of  War,  calli  fi>r 
tfaecWlTaodeerieae  attenlioiiof  CongrMB;  and,  u 
oouBBOfag  tiadf  lotimalelr  with  tUa  anUeot,  I  een- 
nnt  vecounMnd  loo  Btran^  to  TOUT  etuMeiatioti  the 
phafdb^tted  br  that  offleer  fw  the  oinninlion  of 
the  nU*  eit  the  Dnhed  Statea. 

In  duMoatitj  with  the  eipreeaed  wlahae  of  Qm- 
gnai,  n  attoapt  wae  made  In  the  ipring  to  tend- 
ntte  the  norida  wv  bj  DentUHaiL  ft  li  to  be 
imiMoe  inteslioni  ihould  faare 
bat  the  eSbtt  to  briitt  theaa  nn- 
■ ,  aati  Artery  eoadiww  iboald 
btreUled.  But,  after  entering  into  HdemneiBagB- 
BMSti  with  the  *"— — "»f  gawral,  the  Indiana, 
witboM  aa7  prOTocation,  leoonrnkenoed  thdt  aot«  of 
btaebHT  ■'d  mvder.  nw  n 
thitt«triiair7,feMden  itneo 
I II mil  11  ml  to  jenr  &Torabla 
whidiwiDbe  aalHaMed  to  70a  by  the  Seeratatrtf 

W»,taoni« 

Ihemto 


B  nte  eeievai  petta  derisnated  ttj  the  Seeretarj  tf 
Wv.  MotwWUtanJlM&eM^rtateof  Ibefrdiad- 
pttae  and  ezealleDt  paUce,  the  erila  raMildi^  to  the 


Tha  10*7  haa  been  neefidlj  and  bononblr  an- 
I'l^  tn  prateettnc  tberbhte  end  pnpertjofour 
dtiMB,^»eteTerthe  eoDditioii  of  aflUn  aeomed  to 
fjAa  Its  pteaeno&  With  Ibe  eicntiini  of  one 
"Mwiui,  wbara  an  onti^a,  aeoompanied  by  murder, 
■h  eatBKdttcd  OQ  ■  TcaMl  of  the  United  Stales  while 


engaged  in  a  lawftil  eoDunetee,  notbiiig  b  known  to 
haTe  ooonned  to  impede  or  moleat  the  aiterprlae  of 
OUT  dtizene  on  that  element  where  it  U  so  signally 
diqdajed.  On  lean±ig  thia  daring  aot  of  pmej. 
Commodore  Beed  prooeeded  inmediatdy  to  the  qiot, 
and  leeeiving  no  saUafactSou,  dlher  in  the  ■niiender 
of  the  monlaeia  or  the  reaMition  of  the  plundered 
piopert;.  Inflicted  seTera  aad  merilad  diaallBene&t 
on  the  barbariana. 

It  wiU  be  aeen  by  the  report  of  the  Seorelarr  of 
the  Navy  reepeoting  the  di^odtioD  of  onr  dupe  of 
■    itaaona 


competent  fbtee  on  the  coast  of  Afiloa,  to  prerent  a 
Emadolait  use  of  ear  Bag  tn  fbreisnera. 

Beoeot  experience  has  uown  uat  the 
in  oar  existing  laws  irtdeh  itiate  to  tt 


nowhere  more  aiDoeiely  desired  than  in  the 
United  States,  nieee  dremastsDees  make  It  jitopet 
to  leoommend  to  jaar  eailf  attendoo  a  carefbl  re- 
Tison  of  these  laws,  so  that,  without  impeding  Ibe 
freedom  and  fkdiitlea  of  onr  navlgatloii,  m  impairing 
■n  important  brand)  of  onr  iaivMrj  oonneded  wi£ 


fullj  preaerred.  InTormallon  deriTcd  from  01 
sol  at  Hanna,  diDwiag  Die  neceedty  of  ttaii,  was 
commnnioalcd  to  a  committee  of  the  Sraate  near  tb» 
ctoae  of  the  laM  stasion,  but  loo  late,  aa  it  appeared, 
to  be  acted  upon.  It  irill  be  bron^t  to  Tonr  notiee 
by  the  proper  deparbnait,  with  additional  oonunoni' 


8  fton  the  exploring  expedition 


ti>B  extent  of  past  roads 
on  the  first  of  July  bd,  wm  about  lS8,gss  mllee, 
and  the  tale  of  annual  tnmqwrtation  npon  them  S4,- 
496,818  ndlfS.  Hie  number  of  post  offloes  on  that 
day  was  twdre  tfaouaand  ee^en  handled  and  ei^ity, 
and  on  the  tUrtleth  nltimo^  tUrteen  thonsand  and 
twenty-elgfat. 

Hie  rerenne  of  the  pod  office  dqierteent  for  Ibe 
year  ending  with  the  SOUi  of  Jnne  bnt,  was  ftinr  mil- 
lion CHir  hundred  and  serentj-dx  Ihoiisand  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-dgfat  doUara — eihiUtii^  an  Inoreeae 
orer  the  preceding  year  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  thousand  Ato  hundred  and  dxty  doUaia.  1^ 
gonents  and  liabilillee  of  Oie  department  for  tbe 
1  [Mriod  are  four  tnilUon  six  honored  and  ti 
Ifaoosand  one  bmdred  and  at 


Ibeei 


n  OHt  <tf  the  surplus  whicb 


last  two  yean  has  been  met  otit  <aUie  sur 
bad  preiiondy  aoeumnlated.  The  cadi  o 
the  thirtielh  ultimo,  was  aboQt  t80S,101  «6,andtha 
current  income  ot  tbe  depaitiMOt  Tariea  xery  little 
fh»)  Ibe  rale  of  current  expeodituree.  Most  of  tbe 
SMTiee  sospcnded  last  year  has  tman  reatoied,  and 
moat  <tf  the  new  routea  estatdished  by  tbe  aot  of  Ttb 
Jnly,  1838,  hBTe  been  set  in  cqwratkm  at  an  annnal 
coat  of  |1S8,MS.  Notwithatuiding  the  peconiary 
difficulties  of  tbe  coonVy,  the  dcfMtteent  appears  to 
be  iucreadng;    and_  tudMi  il   dull  be  seriondy 
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checked  br  tbe  rocent  sugpeiiaiDii  of  ptymeDt  bj  ■ 
uunf  of  uie  banks,  It  will  be  able  not  only  to  mai 
tain  the  presoit  mail  lervioe,  Init  in  a  ihort  time 
extend  It,    It  Is  gtsttMns  to  witnea  the  promptitude 
and  fiddity  wllli  vliioi  &  ai^enla  of  tbii  department 
in  senoal  petfona  th«r  puUic  dntiee. 

Some  difficulties  bam  arisen  in  relation  to 
tracts  for  the  tnniportaUon  of  the  maila  bj  railroad 
and  Bteambtnt  companies.  It  appears  that  the  max- 
imum of  compensation  provided  by  Congress  for  the 
tTansportaUon  of  the  molls  npon  railroads  is  not 
(ufflolent  to  indnce  some  of  the  comptsies  to  conrej 
them  at  sucti  bonim  as  are  leqnired  for  the  accommo- 
dation (tf  the  p^dle.  It  is  one  of  the  most  Important 
duties  of  tiM  GenenI  Oovernment  to  provide  and 
w(nliitfiin  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  States  the 
bat  pmctioilile  mim  estal^shment.  To  arrive  at 
that  end,  h  is  indi^enstble  that  the  post  office  de- 
pviment  shall  be  enabled  to  eontitu  the  hours  at 
which  tlie  mails  shall  be  canied  over  railroada,  as  It 
now  does  over  all  other  roads.  Should  serious  in- 
conveniences  arise  from  the  inadequacj  of  the  com- 
pensation now  provided  bj  law  or  from  unreasonable 
demands  by  any  of  On  i^lroad  companies,  the  sub- 
ject Is  of  SDdi  goienl  importance  ss  to  require  the 
prompt  attei^OB  <rf  Congress. 

In  relation  to  steamboat  lincfl,  the  most  efficient 
remedy  is  obvious,  and  bM  been  suggested  by  the 
Postmaster  GenanL  The  War  and  Navy  Qepartmenta 


mMit  should  undertake  the  tnusportstion  of  passen- 
gers or  frel^t  as  a  business,  there  can  be  no  reason- 
able object^n  to  running  boats,  temponrity,  when- 
aver  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  down  attempts  at  ex- 
tortion, to  be  discontiniied  as  soon  as  reasonable  con- 
tracts can  be  obtained. 

Tbe  suggestions  of  the  Postmaster  General  relative 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  le^  ollowsnce  to  witnesses 
in  cases  of  prosecutions  for  msil  depredations  merit 
your  serious  contdderation.  Tbe  safety  of  the  mails 
reqolres  Ihst  such  prosecutionB  shall  be  efficient,  and 
Justice  to  the  dtizea  whose  time  U  required  to  be 
given  to  the  public,  demands  not  only  that  his  ex- 
penses shall  be  pdd,  but  that  he  shall  receive  a  rea- 


Tbe  reports  from  the  War,  Navy  and  Post  Office 
Departments  will  sccompany  this  communication,  and 
one  tVom  the  neasnry  Department  will  be  presented 
to  Congress  in  a  few  days. 

For  vaiions  detdls  b  respect  to  the  matters  In 
diaige  of  these  departments^  I  would  refer  yon  to 
tiiose  important  doenmenta,  satiEfied  that  you  will 
And  in  them  many  valuable  suggestions,  wMch  will 
be  found  well  deserving  the  attention  of  tin  legtsla- 

From  a  report  made  in  December  of  last  year  by 
Ute  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Senate,  showins  tiie 
trial  dodiet  of  each  of  the  circuit  courts,  and  tbe 
number  of  miles  eacli  judge  has  to  Irsvel  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  a  great  Inequality  appears  in 
the  amount  of  labor  as^gned  to  each  judge.  The 
number  of  terms  to  be  held  in  esch  of  the  courts 
composing  the  ninth  circuit,  the  distances  between 
the  places  at  iriiich  they  sit,  and  from  thence  to  the 
seat  of  Oovemment,  are  represented  to  be  such  ss  to 
render  it  Imporible  for  the  judge  of  that  drcuit  to 
perform,  In  a  manner  corresponding  witii  the  public 
exigencies,  his  term  and  drcnit  duties.  A.  revision, 
therefore,  of  the  present  arrangement  of  the  drcuits 


seems  to  be  called  far,  and  is  leeonunotded  to  yonr 

I  think  it  pn^ier  to  call  yonr  attention  to  tlie  pow- 
er assumed  by  tenitorial  Icf^datares  to  antboriie  the 
iisne  of  bonds  by  otaporats  companies  on  the  guaran- 
tee of  tbe  territray.  Coi^ress  passed  ft  law  in  IBSO, 
providing  that  no  set  {^  a  territorial  legislature  incor- 
porating bsnks  should  have  the  foraeM  law  ubtil  ap- 
proved by  Congress ;  but  sets  of  a  very  exoqitlon- 
aUe  daiicter,  previoustj  passed  bj  the  l^isbtore 
of  Florida,  were  suffered  to  rem^  in  force,  b/  virtue 
of  which  bonds  may  be  issued  to  a  very  large  amount 
by  these  Institutions  upon  the  Mth  of  the  territory. 
A.  resolution,  intending  to  be  a  jt^t  one,  pamrd  the 
Senate  st  the  same  sesrion,  expreamng  the  sense  of 
Congress  that  the  lawi  in  qucetion  on^tt  not  to  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  force  unless  amended  in 
many  material  reqi>ecta,  but  It  failed  in  the  House  of 
HeprmnntJitiTes  ft»  the  want  of  time,  and  the  de^red 
amendments  hare  not  been  nuide.  Tbe  Interests  in- 
volved are  of  great  Importance,  and  the  sutgect  de- 
serves your  e^y  and  ireful  attention. 

The  continued  sgitation  of  the  qnestion  relative  to 
the  bcM  mode  of  keeping  and  disbur«ng  the  public 
money,  still  It^juriowy  affects  the  busiiiesa  of  tbe 
country.  The  euqienrion  of  specie  payments  in  1B37 
rendered  tbe  use  of  depoidt  banks,  as  prescribed  by 
the  net  of  1833,  a  source  ntherof  embartaasmeut 
than  aid,  aud  of  necesn^  placed  the  custody  of  most 
of  the  public  money  aAerwBidsoidleoted  in  charige  of 
the  public  officers.  The  new  sacnriUee  ibt  Ha  safety, 
which  this  reqtured,  wero  a  princqtal  cause  of  my 
convening  an  extm  session  of  Goi^peea ;  but,  In  coor 
sequence  of  a  disagreement  between  tbe  two  Houses 
neither  then,  nor  at  any  subsequent  period,  has  there 
been  sny  legistatioD  on  the  subject.  The  ^ort  made 
at  the  last  seeuon  to  obtain  the  authori^  of  Congtess 
to  punish  tbe  use  of  pnblie  nicraey  for  private  pur- 
Bnre  attended  underotber 


ag  the  anxiety  doubtless  felt  by  it  to  aflbrd 
every  practicable  securln.  Tbe  result  of  this  is  still 
to  leave  the  custody  of  tbe  public  money  without 
tboeti  safegoaids  which  have  been  for  several  years 
eaiDcMly  dedred  t^  tbe  Executive;  and,  as  tbe 
remedy  Is  only  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  die  le^ 
lature,  it  imposes  on  me  the  du^  of  again  submittu^ 
to  you  the  pnqiriely  (tf  p°— '"g  a  law  providing  for 
tbe  saf^keqdi^;  Of  tbe  public  moneys  and  espedally 
to  aak  that  its  use  for  private  purposes  by  any  offloers 
intrusted  with  it,  majr  be  declai«d  to  be  a  felony, 
punishable  with  penalties  proportioned  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  oflbnce. 

These  drcumslances,  added  to  known  defects  in 
the  existing  laws,  and  imususl  derangement  In  the 
general  opeiations  of  trade,  have,  during  tbe  last 
three  years,  much  inciessed  the  difflculties  attendsnt 
on  the  collection,  keeping,  and  didioiBemeut  of  tbe 
revenue,  and  cJled  forUi  cone^iaDding  exertions 
from  those  having  tham  in  charge.  HqjpUy  these 
have  been  successful  beyond  expectation.  Vast 
sums  have  been  collected  and  mdHused  by  the 
several  departments  with  unexpeeled  die^neB  and 
ease;  transfets  have  been  rea^y  made  bi  every  part 
of  the  Union,  boweverdietant;  and  defalcations  have 
been  far  less  than  might  ha*e  beeo  antfcipated,  &om 
the  absence  of  adequate  legal  restrainl&  Bince  tbe 
offloets  of  the  Treasury  and  Post  Office  Deportments 
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noiw}*  recelTed  bj  tbem,  there  bxve  been  collected 
aitj.ax  mUlioDB  of  dolUra,  *nd,  exoludiiig  the  com 
of  tlM  bta  collector  of  Neir  York,  the  «ggr^t« 
UDDmlt  of  loon  ■oatdned  tn  the  ooUectlon  cannot, 
it  la  believed,  exceed  lii^  thonsuid  dolUnk  The 
dffUcUim  of  the  late  oalleetor  at  that  idty,  of  the 


the  public  money  that  have  been  hitherto  in  nse, 
mi  distinguithed  bj  an  aggnraled  diir^ard  of  duty, 
tlut  broke  through  the  restnuota  of  evo?  Sfsteoi, 
ud  oumot  therefore  be  oaefnllj  referred  to  as  a  test 
of  Aa  compuatiTe  aaftt;  of  elQter.  Addilimul  in- 
fonnilioii  irill  also  be  ftimUMd  by  the  report  of  the 
Seetttuj  ot  tbe  Tnumj,  in  tf^'J  to  »  call  made 
^MD  that  oflleer  b;  tbe  Houm  of  BepresentUiTes  at 
IM  l*M  eeatfcm,  requiring  detailed  information  on  the 
knUeeti  of  deflinlla  l^[rablia  officers  or  agents  nnder 
«a£  adminitttatioa,  fiom  17S»  to  ISS7.  This  docn- 
■ttnt  will  be  snbiidttad  to  jom  in  a  few  dajs.  The 
MMnl  resniti,  (independent  of  the  poet  office,  which 
11  k^  teparatel7,  and  wiU  be  Mated  b;  itself,)  «o  fkr 
«■  they  bear  upon  tfaia  nitnect,  are,  ^at  the  loeaea 
wUdt  hftve  beat  and  are  likely  to  be  iDrtidaed,  by 
n;  da«  of  agenta,  hare  bec«  tbe  gieatest  by  banks, 
laiiuding,  a*  reqaired  in  tlie  reaoration,  their  depre- 
daled  paper  MoeJTed  for  pnUio  doea ;  that  the  next 
laigeM  have  been  by  diabnnlDff  oScen,  and  tbe  least 
by  eolleclon  and  receiTSra.  If  (he  lonea  on  duty 
bonda  are  Indaded,  tb^  alone  win  b«  three-fold 
(how  I7  both  eollectoia  aod  receivera.  Onr  iriiole 
expttienoe,  tbraefore,  fiimidiea  the  Btrongtet  evl- 
dtnce  that  tbe  deaired  legiaUtion  of  Congreaa  is  alone 
vaatfoc  to  inaoie  In  tboM  opetations  the  highest  de- 
graa  of  aeenritj  and  ftellity.  Such  abo  appean  to 
■ate  been  tbe  experience  «f  other  nattonib  From 
theKcaltaof  inqnirieamade  by  tbe  Becretary  of  tbe 
IVaMory  in  regard  to  the  piaotioe  among  Ihinn,  I  am 
coibled  to  scata  that  In  twenty-two  oat  of  twenty- 
B«na  fonign  Gorenunetita,  mm  wUch  undoabted 
iufiiiinallaD  baa  been  obtained,  the  public  moneja 
an  kept  ta  dwrge  of  the  public  offloera.  Thia  oon- 
enrmiceofopii^onin  favor  of  that  iyatemUperfaape 
■  great  aa  eztsta  on  any  questJou  of  internal  admin- 

In  tite  modes  of  buaiueaa  and  ofBdal  reatnlnts  on 
&burnng  oSceis,  no  l^al  change  was  produced  by 
the  mupeoaioii  of  specie  payments.  Tbe  report  last 
rd^red  to  wiU  be  found  to  eont^  also  much  use- 
fitl  brfbrmation  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

I  hara  hoMofore  assigned  to  Oongren  my  reaaona 
brbeUerliw  that  tbe  eetablWunent  of  an  Independ- 
(nt  Dational  treanry,  as  eontempUled  by  tbe  consd- 
bdioD,  t*  neeeeaary  to  the  safe  action  of  the  Federal 
SoTStiunent.  Th  auapenaioii  of  spede  payments  in 
ISIT,  by  the  banks  b«ing  the  custody  of  the  public 
BOMjr,  riiowed  in  m  iJanJiing  a  d^ree  our  depend- 
awe  on  tboM  iaMitntlons  for  the  perfoRnance  of 
tales  required  by  bw,  that  I  then  rseommended  the 
■ittre  dissohitton  of  that  oonnection.  Tfaia  reoom- 
taeodatioa  has  been  sutjected,  as  I  desired  it  sbonld 
be,  to  eerere  ecnitiny  and  animated  diacuiBon ;  and 
t  allow  nyeelf  to  beUeve  that,  notwithstanding  the 
BUnral  divenitieB  of  oi^doo  which  may  be  tntld- 
prted  on  all  luttjecte  Involving  socta  Important  con- 
MeialiuuB,  It  Ins  aeoured  tn  its  favor  as  general  a 
mwuireuoe  of  pubBc  •entiment  as  eonld  be  expected 
<n  (me  of  such  magnitude; 

Becent  eveMs  have  also  continued  to  develop 
Hw  eb}eeti<KU  to  auA  a  oonneetion.  Seldom  is  any 
bank,  Bndtr  tbe  uirtbig  ayalem  and  practice,  able  to 
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meet,  on  demand,  all  its  EalHlitiea  for  depodta  and 
nates  In  circulation.  It  maintains  specie  payments, 
•nd  transaota  a  profitable  bnainaw,  only  by  ue  con- 
fidence of  tbe  public  in  Ita  solvency ;  and  whenever 
this  ia  destroyed,  the  demanda  of  lis  depodtois  and 
note  holdei^-preeaed  nK»e  rs^dly  than  It  can  make 
collections  ftam  its  debtors — force  it  to  stop  payment. 
This  loa  of  oonfldence,  with  ita  conaequencea,  oc- 
curred in  188T,  and  affbrded  the  apology  of  the  banks  . 
for  their  auapenaon.  The  public  then  acquiesced  in 
the  validity  of  tbe  excose ;  and,  while  the  State  leg- 
ialstures  did  not  exact  from  them  their  forfeited  char- 
ters, CoQgren,  in  ■ooordsnoe  with  the  recommend*- 
&m  of  the  Executive,  allowed  them  time  to  pay  over 
the  public  money  they  held,  although  compelled  to 
Israe  treMury  notes  to  supply  the  defldency  thus 

It  DOW  appears  that  thera  are  other  motives  than 
want  of  public  conBdeoce,  widar  which  (he  buks 
seek  to  Justify  themselves  in  a  refitgal  to  meet  thdr 
obligitioos.  ficaicely  were  the  country  and  Govera- 
ment  relieved.  In  ■  deeree,  fiom  the  difficulties  oc- 
casioned by  the  gener£  suspension  of  1B3T,  when  a 
mrtiil  one,  occurring  within  thirty  months  of  the 
former,  produced  new  and  serious  embarTasBmenti, 
though  it  had  no  palliation  la  sudi  dnmmstancea  aa 
were  alleged  in  juatificaUon  of  ^t  which  had  pte- 
vionsly  liUien  place.  There  was  nothii^  In  the  con- 
AUon  of  the  coun^  to  endanger  a  well-managed 
banking  institution ;  commerce  was  deranged  by  no 
foreign  war ;  every  i>rsach  of  manuActnring  industry 
was  crowned  with  rich  rewards ;  and  the  more  than 
usual  abundance  of  our  harvests,  after  Biq>plylog  our 
domestio  wsnta,  had  left  our  granaries  and  store- 
hoofu  filled  witii  a  surplus  for  exportation.  It  is 
In  tbe  midst  of  this,  that  an  irredeemable  and  depra- 
mated  paper  onrrency  is  entailed  upon  the  pe<^  I7 
a  large  portion  of  tbe  banks.  They  are  not  driven 
to  It  by  the  exhibidm  of  a  loss  of  public  oonfidence, 
or  of  a  sndden  pressnie  (iwD  their  depostors  or  note- 
holders, but  they  excuse  themselves  by  alleging  that 
the  current  of  business,  and  eu^iange  with  foreign 
Gountriee,  which  draws  the  ptedous  metals  &am  Ibrar 
vaults,  would  require,  In  order  to  meet  it,  a  larger 
curtailment  of  tiielr  loans  to  a  oomparatively  siiisll 
portion  of  the  community,  thin  it  will  be  convenient 
for  them  to  bear,  or  periiaps  safe  for  the  bonks  to- 
eiBct.  The  plea  has  ceased  to  be  of  necetnity.  Con-- 
venienoe  and  policy  are  now  deemed  sufficient  to 
warrant  thew  institutions  In  disregarding  their  sotean 
obligaUoiM.  Sudi  conduct  Is  not  merely  an  imai7 
(o  Individual  etcdlloia,  but  it  Is  a  wrong  to  the  whole 
community,  from  whose  liberaliQ  they  hod  nkost  val- 
naUe  prlvUegea — whose  rights  they  violste,  wheao 
busiuesB  they  demoge,  and  tbe  value  of  whose  prop- 
erty they  render  unstable  and  insecure.  It  miut  be 
evident  that  this  new  gronnd  for  bonk  suspendons, 
in  reference  to  which  their  action  Is  not  only  discon- 
nected with,  but  wholly  independent  of,  that  of  th« 
puUie,  gives  a  dursoler  to  their  susprauionS'.  more 
alsrming  than  any  wUdi  they  exhibited  before,  and 
greatiyTocreMee  tbe  Improprie^of  relying  on  the 
Iwnks  in  the  tnmsaotions  of  tbe  Ooverrunent. 

A  large  and  highly  retractable  portion  of  ear  bank- 
ing institotions  ore.  It  oObids  me  nnfdgned  pleasure 
to  state,  exempted  frnm  all  blame  on  account  of  this 
second  delinquency.  They  have,  to  their  great  credit, 
not  only  continued  to  meet  ttieir  engagements,  bat 
hare  oven  repudiated  tbe  gromids  of  Buq>endon  now 
resorted  ta  It  is  only  by  such  a  course  that  the  con- 
fldenoe  and  good-will  of  tbe  commui^  can  be  pre- 
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■erred,  ind,  in  the  teqinl,  the  b«n  interaala  of  the 
iDBtitodooB  thmiaelTet  promoted. 

New  daogen  to  tlw  builu  >re  ^m  daU;  (Uadoeed 
fhnn  the  eitendon  of  that  lyBtein  of  eztnTigut 
credit  of  wbich  they  m  the  pUlira.  Fonnertj  oar 
foreign  comnierce  w«a  prindpally  founded  on  an  ex- 
ditnge  of  commodities,  indo^ng  the  predooe  metate, 
and  leaving  in  ita  tranaactiODS  but  little  foreign  dd>t. 
Buch  is  not  noirlhe  caee.  Aided  by  the  ndlities 
aSiKled  by  the  baiJca,  mete  credit  baa  become  too 
commonly  tbe  bt^  of  trade.  Many  of  the  banha 
tbemBclTes,  not  content  with  largely  aUmnlatlnK  Om 
■yateni  among  oChera,  hate  naorped  the  biutneaa, 
irtiile  they  impair  the  ataUllty,  of  the  mercantile 
community :  they  have  become  bortowera,  Inatead 
of  lendera ;  they  eataUIih  their  agendea  abroad ;  they 
deal  largely  in  Btocks  and  merdiandiae ;  th^  en- 
ooorage  the  iasae  of  5IM«  aecuiitiea,  until  the  foreign 
maitet  ia  glutted  with  them ;  and,  unsatkfied  with 
the  lesitlmale  ose  of  their  own  capital  and  the  eier- 
dae  of  their  law^l  ptiTileges,  tbey  raiae,  by  laive 
loana,  additional  means  for  every  variety  of  specnia- 
tlMi.  The  diaaitera  attendant  on  tbla  deviation  fit»a 
the  former  comae  of  iMirineM  in  thia  country  are  DOW 
Aared  alike  by  banks  and  Individuala,  to  an  extent 
of  wUdi  there  ia  pohap*  DO  prerioaa  emaple  tn  the 
annala  of  our  country.  Bo  long  aa  a  willinzneaa  of 
the  foreign  lender,  and  a  aulBcient  export  of  our  pro- 
ductions  to  meet  any  neoenarr  partial  paymente, 
leave  the  flow  of  credit  nndietnr4>ed,  all  appean  to  be 
proBperons ;  but,  ai  soon  as  it  ia  checked  by  any 
hoitatiOD  abroad,  or  by  an  inability  to  make  payment 
tbera  in  our  prodnctions,  the  evils  of  the  ajglint  are 
dlacloeed.    The  paper  currency,  which  might 


exchange  for  their  notea,  from  tbe  banki.  To 
np  their  supply  of  coin,  theae  InaUtotiona  ar»abugea 
to  call  apoo  their  own  debtors,  irtio  pay  them  prind- 
pally  in  their  own  notes,  wluch  are  ae  noMvallable  to 
them  aa  they  are  to  the  metvbanta  to  meet  the  foreign 
demand.  The  calls  of  the  banks,  therefore.  In  aoch 
emergencies,  oF  necessity  exceed  that  demand,  and 
pioduce  a  corremonding  curtaitment  of  their  aocom- 
mothUoas  and  of  the  oottency,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  Kate  of  bade  rendeia  H  ntoet  ineon*enlent 
to  be  borne.  The  Intenrfty  of  this  pressure  on  the 
oMnmnnity  Is  In  proportion  to  the  previoua  liberality 
of  a«dit,  andcomecinent  expanAmof  Ihecnnency; 
forced  sales  of  property  are  made  at  tbe  time  when 
the  meimi  of  porchamne  are  moat  redooed,  and  tbe 
must  calamities  to  indi^aals  are  only  at  last  arrest- 
ed by  an  open  violation  of  their  (ddigUlotis  by  the 
banira,  a  reftiaal  to  pay  qiocie  for  theli  notea,  and  on 
imposition  opon  the  community  irf'  a  flnctoating  and 


e  eonaeqoences  are  Inherent  In  the  present 
■yatem.  They  are  not  influenced  by  the  banks  being 
large  or  small,  created  by  NaUonal  or  Slate  govem- 
menta.  They  are  the  results  of  the  itreristlble  laws 
of  trade  and  credit.  In  the  recent  events  vUch  have 
10  Btilkbgly  illustrated  tbe  certidn  eSbcts  of  these 


formed,  by  cxchin^ng  that  for  a  State  diarter,  with 
unusual  privile 

not  merely  unable  to  resist  these  effects, 'but 'the  flist 


of  neoessary  dep«Ddetie«  among  these  ii 
which  obliges  them,  to  a  great  extent,  to  follow  the 
oonwe  of  ofeets^  notwithstanding  Its  ii^neOce  (o  their 
own  bnmodiatB  irediton,  or  iqjni;  to  the  particniar 
commnnl^  in  whloh  they  wen  {riaced.  This  depend- 
ence of  a  bank,  wUdi  Is  in  iwopottion  to  the  extent 
of  its  debts  for  drraktion  and  deporita,  is  not  merely 
on  others  in  its  own  vidnity,  bnt  oo  all  those  irtikll 
conneet  it  with  the  centre  cj  tnde.  Distant  banks 
rosy  fall,  without  aerioudy  affecUng  thoae  in  oor 
priodpal  oommerdal  dUea ;  bnt  the  ^ure  of  the 
latter  is  fd(  at  the  extremlUes  of  the  Uuiou.  Tho 
snniendon  at  New  Yoric,  in  1S87,  wss  everyirtiere^ 
with  very  few  excepUons,  followed,  as  soon  as  it  was 
known :  that  recently  at  FUladdphia  immediately 
alfoctsd  the  banka<^  the  south  and  west  in  a  similar 
manner.  This  dependence  of  our  wbde  Iwnkliig 
system  on  the  institutions  in  a  few  luge  dtiee,  \m 
not  found  in  the  laws  of  their  organization,  but  in 
those  of  trade  and  eidiange.  The  banks  at  that 
centre  to  whidi  currency  &m,  and  where  it  la  re- 
quired in  payments  for  merdiandise,  hold  the  power 
of  coitroUItig  those  in  K^iona  wlience  i' 


BO  tbst  the  V 
pto^eti^  (tf  tiade^  througbtbewfioleinteriDr  of  tbe 
coontiT,  an  nisda  to  d^end  oa  the  good  or  bad 
man^emeut  of  tbe  banking  InstitntiDns  inthagteat 
seats  of  trade  on  the  se^iMtd. 

But  this  diain  of  dependenoe  does  not  stop  bere;^ 
It  does  not  lendnate  at  Philadelphia  or  New  Totfc. 
It  readies  aetoM  tbe  ocean,  aud  ends  in  Londim,  lh« 
centra  of  tha  credit  system.  Ibe  Mme  lews  of  trsda, 
which  give  to  the  banks  in  our  pcindpsl  dtiea  power 
over  the  whole  banking  mtem  of  the  United  Ststea^ 
lat{iect  tbe  fbrmer,  in  Uielr  tun,  to  the  money  power 
In  Oteat  Britain.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  snapen- 
donoftbeNewToik  banks  Id  1SS1,  whidi  was  fol- 
lowed b  qqidi  fDoceadon  throagfaotit  the  Union,  ws* 
'need  by  an  appUeationof  tliat  power;  aodHk 
alleged,  in  extenuation  of  the  praent  octtditiaB 
01  BO  Isrge  a  portion  of  our  banks,  that  their  emhai- 
iswjuients  have  arisen  from  the  same  cause. 

FVom  this  InSucoGo  they  cannot  now  entiidy  e» 
0^)0,  for  it  baa  its  origin  in  the  credit  cnirendca  <t 
thetwooonutriea;  it  Is  Btreimtbened  bytheoaneltf 
of  tntdeandeidiauge,  which  centres  ia  Loodcm,  and 
is  rendend  almost  Inedslible  1?  the  Istge  ddtts  CO*- 
tnotod  there  by  our  menbanta,  onr  banks,  and  our 
states.  ItisthnsthstanintnMhicUonofatiewbaiA 
into  the  most  distant  of  our  viDwea,  places  the  bua- 
ness  of  ^t  village  witUn  tbe  InBoence  of  the  monei 
power  In  England.  It  ia  Oins  that  every  new  debt 
wbidi  we  coDtnet  In  that  country,  seriously  aifoeta 
OUT  own  Guirency,  and  extends  over  the  pursuits  of 
onr  own  dUiena  iu  powerl^l  influence.  We  caonM 
escape  fi«m  this  by  malting  new  banks,  great  or 
■DsU,  8tBt«  or  NationaL  The  same  chains  whkti 
Und  those  now  exlBtii«  to  the  centre  of  this  synoD 
of  psper  ci«dlt,  must  equally  fMter  every  similar  in- 
idtudos  we  ereato.  It  Is  only  by  the  extent  to  whidi 
lUs  system  hss  been  poshed  of  late^  that  we  have 
been  made  ftilly  awara  of  Its  lireaistible  tendoicy  to 
sntject  our  own  banks  and  curwicy,  to  a  vast  con- 
trolling power  In  a  foreign  land ;  and  it  adds  a  new 
aipmient  to  those  whl(£  illustrate  thdr  precariona 
dtuatlon.  Endangered  in  the  first  place  by  thmr 
own  mlsmatiigement,  and  again  by  the  condoot  of 
every  Institution  whidi  connecta  them  with  the  cen- 
tre at  trade  in  our  own  ooontiy,  they  are  yet  nd»- 
jected,  beyond  all  this,  to  tbe  (tftat  of  whaterei  mesa- 
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t  npoQ  tbeae 
or  put,  and  tnudi  itm  to  lUMonnga  Uie  praMonUon 
^Mr  commeiehl  dealing  b«tw«eti  the  tvooonntrie^ 
bMedmi  tedpKMalbeneftli;  but  h  tuTing  now  been 
nwle  manUlEat  that  the  power  of  Iidietiiig  lh«ee  and 
ibnilar  Iqjmtea,  ta,  b;  the  naiatlaai  law  of  a  cmUt 
eunac;  and  credit  ttade,  eepedallj  capable  of  ei' 
tending  dteiicoiiBeqiielicea  through  all  the  ramificatioiM 
(rfottr  bMiUng  a;Kem,  and  bj  that  metna  incUrectl; 
obtaining,  pBrticalai];r  when  ooi  banka  are  used  ai 
dcpixitoties  <^  the  pnbUo  moneyi,  a  dangerous  polit- 
ical teflnence  in  tb«  United  SlatM,  I  luve  deemed  it 
mj  dntj  to  bring  the  mtject  to  jonr  noHoe,  and  aik 
for  It  jour  «erioua  ooniideraiiaii. 
'     a  ajgoment  teqidred  beyond  the  expodtion  of 


Cknwa  * 


dw  nme  dme,  to  pUoe  onr  foreign  utd  domeaCic 
policy  eBtiiel;  UDderthe  oontMl  of  foreign  monejed 
iBtetft  T  To  do  so  la  to  fanpdr  the  indspend^ice 
of  oar  OoTerBDMQt,  Mthepreeent  oedlt  iTitem  haa 
ihetAy  impiliedflieiadependenc*  of  oar  banka.  It 
la  to  aatmit  all  Ita  important  operatiom,  whedwr  of 
peeee  or  war,  to  be  oontrcUed  or  Amrled  at  flnt  hj 
a  banks,  and  Oien  bj  a  power  abroad 


nfriit  b« 
dBRoding 


s,  and  Oien  bj  a  power  abroad  greater 
ea.  I  cannot  bring  mjaalf  to  de^ct  the 
I  whidi  tUa  Oorenun^t  and  peofrie 


ing  their  righU  am  to  be  made  dependent 
apoa  Iboie  irtio  may  hare  tbe  moat  powerAu  of  n 
thci  to  impair  them. 

Met  it  It  only  in  refereiwe  to  die  eCbot  of  lUt 
Mate  of  tUogi  on  the  independence  of  oar  Oorem- 
nent  or  of  our  bank^  that  tbe  tobject  pccoento  itaelf 
for  eooAleralioD ;  it  la  to  be  viewed  ^m>  in  its  rd*- 
tiona  to  the  gmeial  trade  of  oar  aoimtry.  Tttt  time 
b  Dot  long  paat  when  a  deficiency  of  foroign  cropa 
was  tbonght  to  afford  a  profitable  market  for  the  mr- 
pjna  of  our  indmtry ;  but  now  we  awiut  with  fereiidi 
anxiety  the  aewe  of  tbe  BngUsh  haireat,  not  bo  much 
Irom  motiTcs  of  commend^e  sympathy,  but  fearM 
leal  Hs  antidpaled  fallnre  ahould  nairow  tbe  Beld  of 
ctedit  there.  Doe«  not  tUs  speak  TOlomee  to  the 
patriot  f  Can  a  aystam  be  beneficent,  wise,  or  jiist, 
wfaidi  createa  greider  anxiety  flw  intereata  depeodent 
on  foreign  oedit,  than  for  Uie  general  prosperity  of 
ow  own  coontry,  and  the  profitaUe  eiporta^on  of 
tbe  smplna  prodnoa  of  onr  laborT 

ne  dicnmatanees  to  wbidi  I  baTS  thus  adverted 
appear  to  me  to  afibid  wei^ity  naaona,  developed  by 
hte  eventa,  to  be  added  to  thoee  whicb  I  have  on 
fomer  octsutona  tdfoted,  when  sotMnitting  to  yoor 
better  knowledge  and  disoenuBStit  the  invpriety  cS 
sepaiBting  the  cnMody  of  tlie  publio  money  from 
bankinR  lotCitntions.  Nor  has  any  tUng  oodnred  to 
Uesen.ln  tnyo^nim,  the  fime  of  what  hw  hem 
bcretofore  mged.  The  only  ground  on  i^oh  that 
eoatody  can  be  desired  by  the  banka  is  tba  pndtable 
BHwidd  they  make  of  ttMnumey.  Such  nie  would 
be  regarded  fai  IndividnaU  aa  a  bn«di  of  tmst,  or  a 
crinae  of  great  mscnitDde,  and  yet  it  may  be  reiacHi- 
•bh  dotdMed  irtietber,  flfst  and  last,  it  is  not  attended 
Witt  more  ndachieroDS  eonseqnaaoee  when  permitted 
to  tbe  former  than  to  the  kdter.  The  practice  of 
ptfmltting  the  paUie  money  to  be  nsed  by  its  ka^ 
en,  aa  bo^is  believed  to  be  pecoliar  to  this  count^, 
Hd  to  eziai  acaicdy  anywhere  else.    To  proeore  It 
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bei«,  improper  influencee  are  appealed  to ;  unwise 
couaections  are  estafalisbed  between  the  Govemment 
and  vast  numbers  of  poweriul  State  institutions ; 
other  KOtivea  than  tbe  public  good  are  bniu^  to 
bear  both  on  the  Executive  and  l^ialative  depart- 
ments, and  setfiAeomUnatioDi,  lead&gtospedalI(s- 
islation,  are  formed.  It  is  made  tbe  interest  of  bank- 
ing io^tutions  and  ttieir  stockbddeis  thiOBghoot 
the  Union,  to  use  their  exertions  for  tbe  increase  of 
taxation  and  the  accumulation  of  a  surplus  revenue  ; 
and,  while  an  excuse  is  aJToided,  the  means  are  fur- 
Dished  for  those  excetrive  issues  which  lead  to  extrav- 
agant trading  and  speculation,  and  are  the  forenm- 
neiB  of  a  vast  debt  abroad,  and  a  euspeosioii  of  the 


of  the  funds  of  the  Qovemment  being  i  .   _ 

from  the  private  use  of  either  tianks  or  individiuls, 
snd  tbe  publio  money  kept  by  duly  appointed  publio 
agents ;  and  believing,  as  I  do,  that  siuib  also  is  tbe 
judgment  which  diseuanon,  refiedion,  and  eiperienoe 
have  [a«duced  on  the  publio  mind,  I  leave  tbe  m^ 
Ject  with  you.  It  is,  at  all  events  *«ii»"t'«'  to  tbe 
Interests  of  the  community  and  tbe  buraDeas  of  tike 
goverameat  that  a  decision  should  be  made. 

Host  of  the  arguments  that  dissuade  us  fiom  em- 
ploying bonks  in  the  custody  and  disbnnemenC  of 
die  pi^llc  money,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  notes  of  public  dues.  The  dillbnnoe 
is  only  in  form.  In  one  instance  the  Qovenutient  b 
a  creditor  for  ita  depodta,  and  in  the  otlier  for  the 
Dotes  it  holds.  They  tBixA  the  same  opportnnitr 
for  uidng  the  public  moneys,  and  equally  lead  to  aU 
the  evils  sttendsnt  upon  it,  since  s  bank  can  as  safely 
extend  its  discounts  on  a  deposit  of  its  notM  In  tM 
hands  of  a  public  officer,  as  on  one  made  in  its  own 
vaults.  On  tbe  other  band,  it  would  give  to  tbe 
Ooverament  no  greater  security,  for  in  case  of  failuM 
tbe  claim  of  the  notdiolder  would  be  no  better  than 
that  of  a  depostor. 

I  am  aware  that  the  danger  of  inconvenience  to 
the  public,  and  nnreaaonable  pressure  upon  sound 
banks,  have  been  urged  as  ottjections  to  requiring 
the  payment  of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  rilver.  Thea* 
objections  have  been  greMly  exaggerated.  "StfgA 
tbe  best  eatimatee,  we  m»y  swidy  fix  tbe  amount  of 
specie  In  the  oountrr  at  elgb^-five  ndllions  of  dollar^ 
and  the  portion  of  that  wtddi  would  ha  employed  at 
any  one  tine  In  the  reeeipte  and  disbunementa  of 
the  government,  even  if  the  proposed  dunge  were 
nude  at  once,  would  not,  it  is  now,  after  fuller  invM- 
tlgation,  believed,  exceed  four  or  five  millions.  If 
the  cba^  were  gradual,  several  yeais  would  elapse 
before  that  sum  would  be  required,  with  annual  op- 
portmdliea  in  the  mean  time  to  alter  the  Uw,  ihould 
exptrienee  prove  It  to  be  opinesdre  or  InconvenlenL 
Tbe  portioni  of  tbe  oommunity  on  wboee  barineii 
tbe  dai^  would  immediatdy  operate,  are  conpan* 
tively  snull,  nor  is  it  believed  tiMt  its  efibct  would  be 
In  the  leaet  oqjust  w  bgnriooi  to  them. 

Id  the  payment  of  ouUm  which  coottitnte  by  lar 
tbe  greater  portion  of  tbe  revenue,  a  very  laree  pro- 
por&a  is  ctnived  from  fordgn  eonunisaion  bouses 
and  agraita  of  tbreigD  manufactarers,  who  sr"  -*-- 
'  ped  to  them 


r  paying  U  . 

abroad  In  q>ede,  or  its  equivalent.  That  the 
amount  of  duties  should,  in  snob  cases,  be  also  re- 
tained in  specie  can  hardly  be  made  a  matter  of  com- 
plaiob  Our  own  Importing  merchants,  by  whom  tbe 
leaidne  of  the  dntlea  is  paid,  are  not  wly  peculiarly 
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tnterested  In  iMlPt»i''l''g  •  acnud  cmrency,  whMi 
the  measara  tn  qa<«ti<ni  wUl  tKpttMlj  prcmotc,  bnt 
ue,  from  the  nstme  of  llieir  deilhigB,  beet  abl*  to 
kaov  vbai  th*  tpMie  iriU  be  veedad,  Biid  to  prooope 
itiritfattMleutJifficaHrorMerifloe.  ItoddiictM^ 
almost  indfinniQ  J  tn  plwea  nbm  the  reT«iiDe  ti  re- 
odred  and  wfaere  the  dnfta  naed  by  flw  Ooremmeut 
fbr  ita  dMHineinenta  miut  concentMe,  Ihej  tme 
emj  opportanj^  to  obt«in  and  nte  them  in  place 
of  qiede,  ahoiild  tt  ba  for  thdr  iotneN  or  conren- 
ienee.  Of  thenmnberof  theaadnfU.andthe&iiU- 
tiea  tbtf  mif  affbrd,  ts  well  as  of  the  TKfmtj  with 
which  tbe  pubUe  fimda  ire-dmni  and  diabuned,  an 
idea  Diay  ba  formed  from  the  fiiot,  that  of  neailj 
twentir  mUUona  bf  doUace  paid  to  coUecton  and  -' 


in  their  haniu  at  any 

ndtUon  and  a  half;  and  of  tbe  fifteen  mlUIona  re- 

od*ed  bjthe  collector  of  New  Yoric  aloae  during  die 

Et  year,  ttie  average  amonnt  held  by  him  nb- 
I  draft  daring  each  week,  baa  been  leea  than 
mHUon. 
TheeaaeandsafMyof  theopemtloiia  of  thetteaa- 
nry  in  keeping  the  pubfia  money,  are  promoted  hj 
tbe  qjplloatlon  of  ita  own  drafla  to  the  pnblio  dnea, 


■flbid  to  mercliante  and  banka  htnd  _ 
eqoivalent  for  BpMte,  and  in  that  way  gnatly  leaMU 
the  amonnt  actn^yreqaired.  Still  lees  tnconrenience 
will  attend  the  requirement  of  qteoie  in  pardsaan  of 
pnblie  lanids.  Bach  pnrduies,  except  whai  made 
on  epecnlaHon,  arc,  in  general,  but  angle  tramao- 


tiona,  rarely  repeated  by  the  aame  penoi 

a  fkot  that  for  the  last  year  and  a  balT,  daring 

>f  aouod  bai^  haTe  been  reoelTed,  more 


r,  daring  which 


tbao  a  moiety  of  these  payments  has  been  voluntarily 
made  in  spede,  bdng  a  lar^r  proportion  than  wookl 
hare  been  required  In  three  yean  nnder  the  gimdn- 

ndple,  tlian  iriiiefa  none  is  bet- 


a  for  wiihh  they  are  required.  They  abound  in 
oonntriea  where  no  other  enfreney  b  Mowed.  In 
our  own  States  iriiere  smalt  notes  are  excluded,  eold 
and  aRrer  sap^y  their  place.  When  drinn  to  £dr 
hiding  places  1^  bank  suspensions,  a  little  flrraneaa 
in  the  oommnnity  soon  reMorea  Ihera  In  a  infflcient 
qntnWy  for  otdiuary  pnrpoaea.  PoMage  and  other 
pabUc  duea  lia*«  been  collected  in  coin,  withont 
Boioas  inoonreideDee,  even  in  States  wliere  a  depre- 
dated paper  onirency  has  existed  fbr  yean, -and  Mm 
with  tbs  ^  of  tretMry  notee  for  a  part  of  the  time, 
was  done  withont  inlermplion  daring  the  anqwnaion 
of  18ST.  At  the  preeeot  moment,  the  receipta  and 
dlAnnementa  of  tlie  Government  are  made  in  legal 
cnrrencyin  tbe  largest  portion  of  the  UnioD — ttoone 
(u^eela  a  depaitnre  from  this  rale ;  and  if  it  can 
DOW  be  sncceasfUly  cairied  out,  it  will  be  snrely 
attended  with  eren  lev  difienlly  when  bulk  notes 
are  agdn  redeemed  in  epede. 
Indeed  I  cannot  think  that  a  serious 


It  of  geld  and  ^Ter  In  all  poUlo 
were  it  not  from  an  appreheoaion  that  tbe  sniplna  in 
ttetreaaurymii^wlttidrawalaigeponioi)  of  it  from 
drcolalton,  and  b)di  tt  up  unprofllably  in  the  pul^ 
TanltK    It  would  not,  in  my  opliklon,  be  difficult 


e  anthentle  atatementa  wUeh  I  have 


ooeumng; 


[2BiH  Com. 

snlmiitted  to  you  hi  r^ard  to  the  Mtual  amount  in 
the  pnblio  treasury,  at  any  one  lime  during  the 
period  embnoed  in  them,  and  the  Uttle  probity 
of  a  different  atalo  of  dH  treasury  for  at  ieait  aome 
yen*  to  crate,  seem  to  rwdw  it  mmeoMsary  to  dwell 
npcm  it,  CoQgreai,  tnoteorer,  aa  I  bare  before  ob- 
served, will  m  every  year  have  an  opptMunity  to 
Kuard  against  it,  riionld  the  oocurrence  of  any  dr- 
iqtprebend  iqory  frtun  ttiia 


dona  than  tbe  present  for  tbe  adoption  of  all  d 
urea  nencaaary  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  our  own 
engagemoita^  and  to  lud  In  eecoring  to  the  commu- 
nin  that  abmdant  soMily  of  the  predons  metals 
wUdi  adds  aomudi  to  their  pro^Mrity,  and  gives  audi 
tDcnased  stabtUty  to  an  Uwbr  dedlngtL 


form  will  probably  ahrayaexlsl;  botlhiaae 
to  render  tt  tte  iMce  Inoanbcnt  on  US,  not! 
Ing  the  diauoBBsgementa  of  tbe  past,  lo  abive  in 
our  respective  atattons  to  mItlgBlo  the  evila  they 
pradnce — to  take  from  them,  as  rairfdly  aa '*"  ''" 
■     Ailoondde 


gationa  of 


dderationof 


them  strictly  to  the  per~ 
formaoce  of  tli^  paramount  duty,  that  of  aiding  the 
opentions  of  commerce,  tatlier  than  consnltirv  tbslr 
own  exdndve  advantage,  lliese  and  other  salutaTy 
reforms  may,  it  Is  believed,  be  aooconpliriied  without 
the  violation  of  any  of  Uie  great  prindples  of  the 
sodat  compact,  the  observance  of  iriddi  b  indiqten- 
Mble  to  its  existence,  or  interfering  in  any  way  with 
the  nsdU  and  piofltable  employment  of  reed  o^taL 
Inalttations  ao  itemed  hare  existed  and  still  exiat 
elsoirtiere,  glviiig  to  OMumerdal  inleroonrae  ^  at- 
eeasaiy  fedBdes,  without  inflating  or  depredatiiv  tbe 
currency,  or  athnulating  speculMlon.  Thus  aoocoi- 
plisfalng  tbdr  kgltloMte  enda,  they  have  gained  Uw 
surest  gusnutee  for  tbdr  protection  and  encour^e- 
meat  in  tbe  good  will  of  the  eommmdty.  Aamg 
a  people  so  lust  as  oara,  tbe  aame  results  could  not 
fail  to  attend  a  dmilarooane.  Tbe  direct  supervidon 
of  the  banka  betonp,  from  the  nature  of  onr  Qovem- 
inent,lothe  States  wbo  authoiiM  them.  It  U  to 
Ifaeirle^datares  that  tbo  people  must  mainly  look 
fbr  aoUon  on  tlat  aaltject  But  as  die  conduct  of 
tbe  Federal  Oorenunent,  hi  the  management  of  ita 
revenue,  has  also  a  powerfhl  Aon^  Ims  immedlato 


proper  diiec^on  ia  given  to  It  Wtdle  the  kee(di^ 
jf  tbopuMioreveBBeln  a  separaWand  Indqtendent 
treiaury,  and  of  collecting  it  in  gold  and  ailver,  wiU 
have  a  salnlary  lufhtenee  on  die  system  of  pusr 
credit  with  wfaicfa  all  banka  are  eontwcted,  and  th^ 
dd  those  that  are  aound  and  well  manned,  tt  wiU  at 
the  same  time  sradbly  cheek  audi  sa  are  otherwise, 
by  at  once  wilhhddbig  the  means  of  extraraganoa 
aSitded  by  the  public  ftmds,  and  restninlng  titem 
from  eioeerive  issues  of  notes  which  they  would  be 
constantly  called  upon  to  redeem. 

1  am  awan  it  has  been  urged  that  tlna  ooatrol 
may  be  best  attained  and  exerted  by  msana  of  a  na- 
tiond  bank.  The  oonatitallonBl  otjlectiona  whidi  1 
am  wdl  known  to  entertain,  would  prevent  me  in  any 
erent  from  propeeiBK  or  aasentiDg  to  that  remedy, 
but  in  addition  to  tUs,  I  cannot,  aAer  past  e:^*- 
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Tit  PraidaX't  Mangl. 


rienoe,  bring  mjielf  to  think  that  h  can.  mj  longer 
be  extecsiTel;  tcguded  u  eflbcCire  for  mch  a  pur- 
poiBi  The  bis(oi7  of  the  late  utUonol  bank,  thnnifih 
■U  its  maUliai^  sbawa  that  it  was  not  to.  'On  ue 
conlnrj  it  in»7,  after  »  cucAil  oonaideratiaD  of  the 
•ut^eck  be,  1  think,  nf elf  Mated,  that  at  everf  period 
of  bankiH  ezcen  it  took  (he  kad;  that  in  ISIT, 
and  1818,ln  18!S,  in  ISSl,  aod  tn  IBM,  its  vwt 
expaniiana,  followed  b;  dletieadng  ooatnuitioDB,  led 
to  liioee  of  the  State  institatiana.  It  eirelled  and 
maddened  the  tides  at  the  beokiDg  i^steiD,  bnt  sel- 
dom allied  or  MEsly  diieeted  them.  At  a  few  pe- 
iiode  utlj  was  a  aalutaij  oonbttl  eseroised,  but  an 
eager  de^ie^  oa  the  eontoaiy,  ezUbited  fat  profit  in 
the bst  place;  and IC •Aeriwds, iu nteaeucea  were 
aeren  towards  other  UMtitatkiiis,  It  was  t>«aauae  its 
own  Bifet/  oompelled  it  to  adopt  them.  It  did  not 
diftf  from  them  in  piindple  or  in  Gmn;  lu  meae- 
nna  emanated  fhm  the  same  sjdrit  of  gain ;  it  fUt 
th«samalanptatioiitooTep4ssnes:  it  sofltoed  fittn. 
•ndwaa  totally  i 
of  trade,  by  which  it  was  ii 
them;  and  at  least  on  taie  oooasiOD,  M  an  early 
day,  it  was  saved  only  by  eztnttidinary  ezeitjoos, 
fracn  tbe  same  &te  that  attended  the  wedceit  inetito- 
tion  it  isofened  to  BnperTise,  In  1887  it  failed, 
eqnally  with  otben,  In  redeeming  its  notea,  tbongh 
the  two  years  allowed  by  its  charter  for  ittatpncpoee 
had  not  es^dred,  a  lai^  snotmt  of  vhkh  remains  to 
tbe  pieeent  time  mtnlsniling  It  ia  tina,  that  ha'riiw 
so  ntf  a  o^dtal,  and  strengOMned  by  the  ese  of  eU 
tbe  terenoee  of  the  OoremmeU,  It  poeseased  more 
powo';  bat  while  it  was  Itself,  by  that  drenmataoce, 
freed  from  the  control  whtdi  ell  banks  reqidie,  its 
paramosntotgect  and  indaeeeMtit  were  left  the  same 
— to  make  the  moat  for  its  atockholdera,  not  to  regu- 
late the  conency  of  the  oonntry.  Nm  has  it,  as  fkr 
as  we  an  adrised,  beoi  foimd  to  be  greatly  otherwise 
deewbCTB.  The  national  diarapter  ^ven  to  tbe 
Bank  of  Kn^Mid  has  not  prevented  exoeasiTe  fluotu- 
ations  bt  their  enrreney,  end  It  proved  anaUe  to 
keep  oS  a  aiu|MMiOB  of  ffeoie  pejmeols,  which 
lasted  for  neaily  a  qnarter  of  a  emtnry.  ,^id  why 
abonld  we  cxpeet  it  to  be  otberwiee  T  A  national 
InatitutioD,  thoo^  deriving  tta  charter  from  e  differ- 
mA  source  than  the  SUte  banks,  is  yet  cooatituted 
^co  tbe  same  prindplea;  is  oonducted  by  men 
eqnally  exposed  to  temptation ;  and  is  liable  to  tlw 
aime  diaaUera,  with  tbe  additional  disadvantage  Uiat 
itsmagnitade  occssions  uk  extent  of  oonfaai<m  and 
diatrcM  wtiioh  tbe  i^emanagement  of  smaller  institu- 


of  Feansylvsnla,  of  wbldi  (he  effeots  are  felt  not  in 
that  State,  bnt  OTW  half  the  DnloD,  bad  Its  origin  in 
a  eoone  of  bnaineas  eonunenoed  while  It  was  a  na- 
(ieoal  bwtitadai ;  snd  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
unppoeing  that  the  same  eonsequencee  would  not 
ha*«  followed  had  it  still  dsrirad  ite  powers  from  the 
Oewnl  OovenuBMit  It  is  in  viln,  when  the  ioflu- 
meee  and  IumIsm  are  tbe  same,  to  look  for  a  diSer- 
eace  in  eaaoHct  or  resalts.  By  sndi  creations  we 
ds^  Iberefora,  bat  increase  tbe  ohus  of  p^er  credit 
sad  paper  conency,  wbhout  dieoklng  ihdf  ettending 
eiHa  and  fluctnationa,    Tbe  extttit^  power  and  the 


JMMj  of  otvanfntion  wbidi  we  rive,  so  br  from 
aaaf  bcaeSdJ,  are  in  pimdice  poHtmly  lq)ario<M. 
ney  strsogtben  (be  chain  of  dependence  throughoiit 


fte  Union,  sotject  all  parts  n 


to  those  of  our  ootmncadaldUcei, 


and  in  the  end,(oa  foreiga  power'  In  a  word,  I  can- 
not bat  believe  that,  with  me  full  understanding  of  tba 
operations  of  our  banking  system  which  experience 
bas  produced,  public  sentuneat  is  not  Ism  opposed  to 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank  for  poiposes  oonnected 
with  cuttencv  snd  eommerce,  than  for  tboee  oon- 
neded  with  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Ckovsmment. 
Yet  the  commerce  and  enrreney  of  tbe  oonntry  an 
suffering  evils  from  the  operatioDS  of  the  State  banb^ 
which  cannot  and  ooght  not  to  be  overlooked.  By 
tbeir  meaa^  we  b«v«  been  flooded  with  a  depredated 
paper,  which  It  was  evidoitly  tbe  dedgn  of  uie  fram- 
es of  tbe  cc»stitntlon  to  prevent,  when  they  i^ 
quired  Congrtos  to  "  coin  money  wtd  regidale  this 
value  of  foreign  coins  "  and  when  they  fwtede  tba 
stales  "  to  c^o  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  niidce  an* 
thing  but  gold  and  diver  a  tender  in  payment  m 
debts,''or  ■'paasanylawimpairing  tbe  obligation  of 
cmUnots."  U  ibej  did  not  gusrd  more  expUdtly 
udnat  the  pieeent  state  of  tUnsa,  it  was  beeanso 
they  oonld  not  have  antidpated  that  the  few  bwln 
■hen  eilstlag  were  to  swdl  to  an  extent  wUdi  would 
expel  to  so  great  a  degree  the  gold  and  silver,  for 
which  they  had  provided,  from  toe  ■^"(n'ls  of  dp- 
culstion,  and  fill  them  witii  a  ourrency  that  ijefrstf 
tbe  ol^eots  they  had  in  view.  The  runady  for  this 
most  cbi^y  reet  with  the  States  from  wbow  legisl*- 
ti<m  it  has  sprung.  No  good  that  lul^t  accrue  in 
a  particular  case  from  the  exercise  of  powers,  not 
obviously  oonferred  on  the  Federal  Govenmunt, 
would  aothwixe  its  intetferosoe,  or  justify  a  cotuse 
that  might,  in  tbe  slubteet  degree,  Inoease  at  tbe  e:fr- 
pense  M  tbe  States  tbe  power  of  tbe  Federal  Qovem- 
ment  suthnilies-Htar  do  I  doubt  that  the  Statea  will 
apply  the  remedy.  Within  tbe  last  few  years,  eveqti 
have  sjppealed  to  them  too  strcD^y  to  be  dlnegard- 
ed.    Vogj  have  sera  that  tbe  o<MistitnUon,  though 


.  yet  that,  ha  point  of  bet,  tbe  jn 
ilegee  eonfeired  on  banking  oorpoiMiims  have  made 
thdr  notes  (he  ourren^  m  tbe  conntiT ;  that  tba 
oUigationa  imposed  by  Ibese  notea  are  violated  under 
the  impulses  of  interest  or  ooavenience ;  and  (bat  the 
Dumbecand  power  of  tbe  peraonsoonnected  with  these 
corporations,  or  tdaced  under  tbeir  influence,  give 
Umn  a  fearful  weight  when  their  interest  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  spirit  of  tbe  oonstitntion  and  laws.  To 
the  peofde  it  la  immaterial  vhetfaw  these  results  are 
prodnoed  by  ifVA  vida^ms  of  the  latter,  or  by  tbe 
woriiings  of  a  ^stent  of  whkh  the  leenlt  is  the  same. 
An  hiOexiUe  eieeution  em  of  tbe  existing  statntee 
of  moat  of  the  States,  would  radren  many  evils  now 
endured ;  would  effeotnally  show  tbe  bsnks  the  dan- 
'    '        ^emenVwbldi  lavonltyer 


and  the  servwte  of  the  people.  Wbat  Is  stiU  want- 
ing to  eSM  these  otQecB  meet  be  ew^lit  In  addi- 
tional l^idation ;  or,  if  that  be  inadequate,  in  sodi 
further  oonstitotiand  grants  or  leetricbims  as  may 


elddy 


us  back  Into  tbe  path  from  wUcb  we  have  so 


may  do  ao  by  further  enactmenta,  I  have  already 
adverted  (o,  and  the  wiadom  of  Congreas  may  en- 
large them.    But,  above  all,  it  is  incnmbeot  upon  M 
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to  hold  erect  the  principles  of  moralitj'  and  l&ir,  cou- 
Mantly  executing  our  own  canCraote  in  accordance 
with  Uie  prorisioos  of  the  conttitnUon,  and  thiu  ten- 
Ing  as  a  rallying  point  bj  which  our  whole  countrj 
laaj  be  brought  to  that  safe  and  honored  standard. 

Our  people  will  not  long  be  insensible  to  Hie  ex- 
tent of  the  bordeus  eotailed  upon  them  by  the  false 
BTBtem  that  has  been  opendng  on  \htxT  sanguine, 
enei^etio,  tuA  Indastrioaa  chuaeter;  nor  to  the 
tneani  necenaij  to  extricate  tbemsdvea  frotn  these 
cmbMTMEBtents.-  The  wright  wfaidi  presses  upon  a 
Isige  portion  of  tbs  pe<^  and  the  States,  ia  an  eiio> 
u  debt,  foie^  and  domMla    He  fordgn  debt 


lequlring  inot«  than  ten  millions  of  doUan  t  year 
pay  the  mtereAt  Riis  som  faaa  to  be  paid  oat  of  tjie 
exports  of  the  ooBOtr?,  and  must  of  neces^tr  cut  off 
Sports  to  that  extent,  or  plunge  the  cooi^  more 
deepi*  in  debt  ftom  year  to  year.  It  b  e««y  to  eee 
that  the  incrcMe  of  this  foreign  debt  must  augment 
the  annual  demand  on  the  eiporta  to  pay  the  inter- 
est, and  to  tke  same  extent  diwlnisb  the  intporta ; 
■nd  in  proportion  to  the  enlargement  of  the  foreign 
debt  and  Uie  consequent  inc>«ase  of  taitereK,  must 
be  the  decrease  (rf  the  taport  tnule.  In  lien  of  the 
oomforta  which  it  now  brings  ua,  we  nJght  IiaTe  our 
gigutla  banking  lnnitnti«ms,  and  splendid,  but,  in 
mai^  instaneea,  pro&tlesa,  laHroads  and  canals,  ab- 
KBtnng  to  ■  great  extent,  in  interest  upm  the  capital 
biHTOwed  to  construct  them,  the  sniplus  thiiis  of 
natiimal  industry  for  years  to  come,  and  Becarine  to 
poMerity  no  adequate  return  for  the  comforts  which 
the  labors  of  tb^r  hands  might  otherwise  liare  secur- 
ed. It  is  not  by  the  increase  of  this  debt  that  relief 
Is  to  be  Bougfat,  hot  in  Its  dlminuUon.  Upon  tiiie 
point,  there  la,  I  am  happy  to  Bay,  hope  before  us ; 
not  M  much  in  the  return  of  confidence  abroad, 
wUdi  will  enatJe  the  States  to  bonrow  more  money, 
as  in  a  change  of  public  feeling  at  home,  whidi 
ptompta  oni  people  to  pause  In  their  career,  and 
tUnk  of  the  means  by  utidi  debts  are  to  be  paid 
before  lliey  are  eonliMted.  If  we  would  escape 
embairawment,  pntriie  and  private,  we  must  cease  to 
ran  in  debt,  except  for  otyects  of  n(<cesBity,  or  such 
ss  will  yield  a  certain  return.     Let  the  &ith  of  the 


u-  national  chancier,  u  well  as  to  justice,  that 
this  should,  on  the  part  of  eadi,  be  a  fixed  piindple 
of  conduct.  But  it  bdumres  us  ail  to  be  mora  chioy 
In  pledging  It  hereafter.  By  eeaatug  to  ran  in  deb^ 
and  applying  the  snrplus  of  our  crops  and  Incomes 
to  the  dlid«q|e  of  existing  obligations,  buying  less 
and  selBnr  more,  and  managing  dl  albiis,  ptddic  and 
prirale,  inth  stitot  economy  and  fingaUty,  we  shall 
see  onr  country  soon  recover  fhim  a  teniponry  de- 
preaidon,  aridug  not  from  natnial  and  permanent 
causes,  but  from  those  I  have  enumerated,  and  ad- 
vance with  lanewed  vigor  In  her  career  of  pronerily. 
Fortonstely  for  us,  at  lUs  DMNnent,  when  the  bu- 
ante  of  Oads  is  neatiy  ^dnst  oa,  and  the  difflcnity 
of  meeting  h  enhanced  1^  the  diBtuit>ed  stale  of  our 
niiHiej  afUra,  the  bounties  of  Pnn4denae  have  come  to 
relieve  na  ftom  the  consequenoes  of  past  errors.  A 
faithfiil  application  of  the  immense  results  of  the 
labors  of  the  last  season,  will  affbrd  partial  relief  for 
the  present,  and  peneverance  in  the  ssme  course 
will,  in  due  seasiKi,  aocompUab  the  rest  We  have 
had  ftdl  experience,  In  times  past,  of  the  cxbaordl- 
aii7  leeulH  wWdi  can,  hi  tiiis  respect,  be  bnwiJit 


about  in  a  short  period,  1^  the  mdted  and  weU-dl- 
reded  eflbrts  of  a  coDUDunity  like  ours.  Oorsurphu 
profits,  the  eneivy  and  industry  of  our  papulation, 
and  the  wondeiful  advantages  which  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  our  country,  in  its  climate,  its  Tariou 
productions,  indispensable  to  other  nations,  will,  in 
due  time,  afford  abundant  means  to  perfect  the  most 
nseful  of  those  ol^acta,  for  which  tlui  States  have  bean 
plunging  Ihemselves  of  late  in  anbarraasment  and 
debt,  without  impomng  on  ourselves  or  our  diUdren 
Buc^  fearful  buidena. 

But  let  it  be  Indelibly  engraved  on  our  mlnds^ 
that  relief  Is  not  to  be  found  ht  expedients.  Ld- 
debtedness  cannot  be  leuened  by  borrowing  more 
money,  w  by  changing  the  fbnn  of  the  debt.  The 
balance  of  bade  is  not  to  be  tumed  in  our  fkvor  by 
creatii^  new  demands  apon  us  abroad.  Our  coiren- 
nnot  be  improved  by  the  creation  of  new  banks 
>re  issues  from  those  which  now  exist  Altboogfa 
these  devices  sometimes  appear  to  give  tempnary 
relief,  they  almost  invariably  aggravate  the  evil  in  the 
end.  It  ia  only  by  retrendunent  and  reform,  by  cnr- 
tailing  public  and  private  expenditures,  by  paying 
detrts,  and  by  r^orming  our  banking  sy^em,  that 
are  to  expect  effectual  relief,  security  for  tha 
future,  and  an  enduring  proq>erity.  In  shaping  tha 
institutions  and  policy  of  the  Qeneral  Oovenuuentao 
as  to  promote,  as  far  as  it  can  with  its  limited  pow- 
ers, these  important  ends,  you  m^  rely  tm  my  mort 
cordial  co-operation. 

That  there  should  have  been,  In  the  progress  of 
recent  events,  doubts  in  many  quarters,  and  In  SMua 
a  heated  oppodtion  to  every  change,  cannot  surprise 
us.  J>ouble  are  properly  attendant  on  all  refonn ; 
*  't  is  pecuiiariy  \a  the  nature  of  such  abuses  m 


"^^0 


their  power  by  means  of  tlie  influence  they  have  b 
permitted  to  acquire.  It  is  thdr  result,  if  not  their 
object,  to  gidn  for  the  few  an  ascendency  over  the 
many,  by  securing  to  them  a  mont^xdy  of  the  cur- 
rency, the  medium  throurii  which  most  of  the  wants 
of  mankind  are  snppUed — to  prcdncs  tlnougbont 
sodely  a  didn  <rf' dejMndenoe  wuch  leads  all  dasMB  to 


lation  and  extrav^anoe— to  nourish  in  prefnence 
to  the  manly  virtues  wUch  give  dignity  to  human 
nature,  a  craving  desire  for  luxurious  enjoyment  and 
sudden  wealth,  wbich  renders  those  who  seek  then 
depoident  on  those  who  supply  them — to  substitute 
for  repuUican  simp^ty  and  economical  habits,  a 
dckly  appetite  for  ellbmlnate  Indulgence,  and  an 
Imitation  of  that  redleae  extnvagance  which  im- 
povMisbed  and  enslaved  tin  industrious  people  of 
forrign  lands ;  and  at  last,  to  fix  upon  us,  instead  of 
those  equal  poUtieal  rights,  tbe  aoqulmtimi  of  wUdi 
was  alQte  tbe  ctject  and  supposed  reward  of  our  r«v- 
olutionaiT  struggle,  a  system  of  exdadve  privilegea 
ecnfomd  by  partial  legialatioa. 

To  ronove  the  iuflnenoea  wMch  had  thus  gtadn- 
ally  grown  up  among  us — (o  deprive  them  vX  tbdr 
deceptive  advantages — to  test  them  by  the  light  of 
wisdom  and  trutl>^-to  oppose  the  force  whic£  they 
concentrate  in  their  support— all  this  was  necewuily 
the  work  of  time,  even  among  a  people  so  enlighten- 
ed and  pui«  as  that  of  the  United  States.  In  most 
other  countries,  perhaps,  it  could  only  be  acocan- 
pUshed  through  that  series  of  revolutionary  move- 
ments, irtiich  are  too  often  found  necessary  to  dfect 
any  great  and  rafflcal  reform ;  but  It  is  tbe  crowning 
merit  of  var  institutions,  that  they  create  and  nonrii£ 
Is  tba  not  mijori^  of  onr  people,  a  diqiomlhiiL  and 
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■  wwer  peueablj  («  remedj  Rbnies  whldi  hareelae- 
^ten  niued  the  eflbslati  of  riten  of  blood,  an)  the 
McriSce  of  tboimnds  of  the  honuii  nee. 

Tbe  remit  Omt  &r  ii  most  bononbla  to  the  self- 
denii],  dn  Intelliecnce,  and  the  pttriotum  of  our 
dliuiu;  it  justifies  the  Gonfident  hope  that  the? 
will  CU17  through  the  refona  which  hu  been  lo  well 
begins,  aad  that  they  will  so  HUI  further  than  thej 
hiTe  ret  gone  <n  iUoBtrating  the  Important  truth, 
tbU  1  people  aa  free  and  enhghtened  aa  oan,  will, 
•benerer  it  becomes  neecaoary,  show  themEelTcs 
to  be  Indeed  o^iabla  of  setf-gOTemment,  by  toI- 
mtuily  idoptinf  appropriate  remediea  for  every 
abuae^  and  aubmStling  to  temporary  eacriflces,  bow- 
era  great,  to  Insure  their  permauent  welfare. 

Kj  own  exertiona  for  the  furtherance  of  tbeae  de- 
sirable otyects  hare  been  bestowed,  throo^ioitt  my 
effldal  eaner,  with  a  leal  that  is  nonriahed  by  ardent 
wiAei  for  the  welfkre  of  tny  country,  and  by  an  un- 
Nniled  rdianee  on  the  wisdom  thU  maito  its  ulti- 
mate dedrion  on  all  great  and  controverted  ques- 
tiona.  Impreaeed  with  tbe  aolenm  obligationa  im- 
posed upon  Die  by  the  constitatioBi  desiroua  also  of 
laying  before  -my  re]low.citizcaB,  with  whose  confi- 
dence and  (upport  I  have  been  ao  highly  honored, 
toch  meaaurea  as  appear  to  me  eondncive  to  their 
prosperity — and  iniious  to  submit  to  their  fiillest 
omddtntion  the  grounda  upon  wtuch  my  ofniiiona 
■ra  fhrmed,  I  hare  on  this,  aa  on  pTcceding  occa- 
Ako,  fteely  oflfered  my  views  on  those  pomts  of 
domwUc  policy  that  seem,  at  tbe  present  time,  most 
pnnninendj  to  re^iuire  the  action  of  tbe  QoTCni- 
ment.  I  know  that  they  will  receive  fMm  Congress 
that  full  and  able  condderoUon  which  the  importance 
ofthenitject«  merits,  and  I  can  repeat  tbe  uninuice 
heretofore  made,  that  I  shall  cheerfiilly  and  readily 
eooperata  with  you  in  every  meaanre  that  will  tend 
to  promote  the  welEtre  of  the  Union. 

M.  TAN  BCBEN. 

WagaiauTuir,  Dteanhcr  3,  1839. 

Wben  theKossoge  was  read,  Mr.  Allks  roae 
tndaaid: 

Mr.  PinsiDBBT :  Oonrtesy  baa,  I  om  Kwara, 
made  it  the  ciutom  for  the  Senator  Tepresent- 
log  the  State  fWnn  which  the  President  cornea, 
and  agreeing  with  him  Id  his  political  aentl- 
meutd,  to  move  the  printing  of  his  annual 
Message;  ^et  the  Senator  from  New  Tork 
will,  I  beheve,  ezcnsa  the  deep  feeling  which 
pnMnpta  me  thos  to  rise,  and  in  the  einltation 
of  renewed  hope,  excited  by  this  paper,  for 
tbe  fotnre  secuiity  of  our  institutions  and  wel- 
&re  of  the  peo[>Ie,  snbmit  that  motion  myself. 

U^  itandmg  in  this  place,  the  friend  of  all, 
theenemjofnone,  I  may  l>e  allowed  to  address  a 
nogle  reqaest  to  the  whole  body  of  my  coimtry- 
men,  it  ia,  that  each  man  of  them  will  deliberate- 
ly coodder  thia  Mess&ge,  and  that  part  of  it, 
espeoiallj,  wbtch  relates  to  corporations,  bsalu, 
and  the  currency. 

To  rasrsQtee  foreTer  the  rights,  tbe  happ 
of  individnal  man — to  protect  the  feeble 
against  the  rapacity  of  the  strong — the  whole 
■gainst  the  combinations  of  the  parts,  bj  an 
equal  distribution  of  burdens  and  of  blesdn^ 
itnoDg  all — was  the  cardinal  object  of  onr  civil 
iutitntionB.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  these 
rights    hAye     been    violated— this    huplaesa 


perilled — this  rapadty  allowed — these  com- 
binations formed — and  this  eqnality  destroyed, 
liiese  things  have  been  done,  and  that,  too, 

nnder  the  anthority  of  law.  Oorporationa 
innnmerable  A'eckle  the  face  of  the  land.  Oor- 
porations  which,  not  content  with  abaolnta 
power  over  the  cnrrenoy — over  the  property — 
over  the  labor  of  the  entire  people,  now  seek 
to  render  themselves  immorUd,  and  thur 
dominion  oomplete,  by  political  associatliHia. 
Hence  has  arisen  tlio  paper  system,  with  all  its 
complexity  of  fraud  and  oppression ;  hence 
the  pending  strife  between  intm  and  monopoly; 
and  hence  it  is  that  the  world  now  benolds 
lation  struggling,  like  the  fabled  Laocoon, 
to  disengage  its  own  body,  and  the  bodies  of  its 
sons,  from  the  fatal  coil  of  the  serpenL  whose 
convnlsive  energies  have  compressed  those 
bodies  well  nigh  onto  death. 

When,  in  ISST,  after  the  nniveraal  crash  of 
the  banking  system,  the  President  recom- 
mended its  severance  from  the  Government, 
and  the  Gtovernment's  restoraUon  to  its  ani^eni 
policy,  the  people,  unprepared  alike  for  th« 

in  around  them,  or  the  jemedy  propoaeA 

mained,  for  a  moment,  eqtially  oonfonndea 
by  both.  State  after  BUU  reeled  ttoia  ita 
perpeildiciilsr  and  slid  from  its  support; 
politician  after  politician  fled  for  safety  or  for 
enccor  to  tlie  arms  of  his  foes ;  yet  he,  almost 
alone,  amidst  the  general  couxternation,  amidst 
the  desertions  of  Uio  venal  and  the  shrieks  of 
the  timid,  stood  nnnppalled — conSding,  as  h« 
ever  has,  does,  and  ever  will,  in  that  "sober 
second  thonght "  of  his  countrymen  which  tft 
"never  wrong,  and    always    efficient."    And 

ow,  ur,  BQstuned  by  the  matured  Jodgmeat 
of  a  grated!  people — gratefnl  to  him,  beoanse 
he  was  faithfnl  to  them—bithfiil,  even  at  % 
time  when  that  very  fidelity  was  at  the  hazard 
of  their  displeasnre — the  President  presents 
again  to  his  fellow -citizens  a  chart  of  prin- 
ciples, by  whicli,  If  with  skill  we  steer  this  onr 
pditical  ark,  freighted  as  it  is  with  onr  hopes 
and  onr  destinies,  it  will  bear  ns  onward  in 
safety  and  in  peace,  however  violent  the  storm 
of  eiosperateo  passions. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  moving  that  fifteen 

hnndred  copies  of  the  Message  and  doonmenta, 

and  five   thousand    additional  copies  of  the 

Message,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  nnanimonsly  argeed  to. 


Fbidat,  December  37. 
The  Hon.  B.  M.  JoHirsoir,  Vice  Prendent  of 
the  United  States,  took  the  ehwr  as  Prerideot 
of  the  Senate,  this  morning!, 

Amnnption  0/  SlaU  JMU. 

Hr.  Bentox  also  offered  the  foHoving  reso- 
InUon: 

JUtoliKd,  niat  there  is  nothing  In  theConsUtndoa 
of  the  Udied  Btstes  which  can  auUioriie  the  le^ 
lative  power  of  tbe  Union  to  aanuiie  the  debts  of 
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the  Slates  which  hiie  been  coDtntMi  tot  locil  ob- 
JecU  and  Slate  pnrpoaei. 

i.  That  the  ununption  of  tocb  debts,  either  opea- 
Ij  bf  ■  direct  promise  to  pa;  them,  or  diiguiiedlj  by 

going  sccuritj  for  their  payment,  or  of  creating  lui- 
plos  rcTenae,  or  appljiag  the  national  (\iiul*  to  paj 
them,  would  be  a  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
conititutlon,  wha1\j  uawarraiiled  by  the   letter  ~- 


8.  That  betidei  its  flagrant  nnocmMitiitionality, 
■odi  awuDiption  would  be  DDjiut,  unwise,  impolitic, 
and  daa|;eruua,  compellin);  Ilie  non^ndebud  Staten 
to  incur  burdens  for  otbera,  irhich  they  hare  refused 
to  incur  for  tbemsdres — diTerting  the  national  funds 
from  national  olyecta  to  State  oljecta — and  thereby 
Gceatins  a  necessity  for  loans  or  taxes,  or  issues  of 
Federal  paper  money,  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
funds  BO  diverted — prostraCinK  Uie  barriers  of  econ- 
omy, moderation,  and  safety,  m  the  creaUon  of  Stole 
debts,  by  separating  the  fuiiclion  of  contractor  from 
that  of  payer  of  the  debt — eitingutdiing  the  tense  of 
respon^bJlitj  in  ttic  contractor,  and  makiog  the  Fede- 
ral Goremment  the  ultimate  payer  of  all  the  obliga- 
tioiu  MUtraeted  by  the  Stales  for  their  own  purposes 
'  blishing  a  dangeroua  precedent,  whidi  must 
«  followed  up  1^  new  debia  on  the  part  of  the 
Htatea,  and  new  assumptions  on  the  part  of  the  Fcde- 
r>l  GoTemment — invading  their  rigfalii  and  mortgag- 
ing the  property  of  posterity,  and  loading  unborn 
generations  with  dcbU  noc  their  own — creating  a 
new  natioDa]  debt  of  large  amount  at  the  start,  and 
of  a  nature  lo  perpetuate  its  own  eiistence — beget- 
ting a  spirit  in  Coogreas,  which  must  constantly  cater 
for  distributions,  by  prercoting  necessary  appropria- 
tions, and  keeping  up  uimcceasary  taxes — laying  the 
foundation  for  a  new  and  excessive  tarilT  of  duties  on 
foreign  imports,  to  fall  uoequuliy  on  different  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  moatbeaTily  on  the  planting,  ^«in- 

Swing,  and  proTiaion-nising  States,  lo  tlwir  mani- 
,  injury,  and  probable  great  discontent — involving 
disastrouB  consequences,  either  to  the  Union  itself, 
orlo  its  members,  as  tending  lo  the  consolidation  of 
the  States,  and  their  ultunale  abject  dependence  on 
the  Federal  head  as  the  founlun  of  their  supplies,  or 
tending  to  the  aunitiilalion  of  the  Federal  head  itself, 
by  stripping  it  of  all  its  means  of  natural  defence  and 
self  support,  and  reducing  it  to  the  helpleaa  imbecil- 
ity of  the  old  Confederation — giving  a  new  impulse 
to  the  delusire  career  of  the  paper  system,  already 
In  a  slate  of  dangerons  over-action — insuring  the 
ealablishmcnt  of  another  National  Bank — and  finally, 
begetting  a  passion  for  periodical  distributions  of 
lands  and  moneys,  and  extensions  of  Federal  credit, 
which  eould  find  no  limit  to  iU  demands  until  the 
national  domain  nas  exhausted,  the  Federal  Tn:asury 
emptied,  and  the  credit  of  the  Union  reduced  to 

*.  That  the  debts  of  the  Elates  being  now  chiefly 
held  by  foreigners,  and  coosUtutlng  a  Mock  In  foi^ 
eign  markets,  now  greatly  depredated,  any  Icgida- 
tive  otlempl  to  obtain  the  asBnmptlon  or  securityship 
of  the  United  Stales  for  Ih^  payment,  or  to  provide 
for  their  payment  oat  of  the  national  funds,  must 
have  the  cflect  of  enhancing  the  value  of  that  sto  ' 
to  the  amount  of  a  great  many  millions  of  dollsrs, 
the  enormous  and  undue  advantage  of  foreign  cap- 
italists, and  of  jobbersand  gamblersin  Hochs;  there- 
by holding  ont  inducements  lo  foreigners  lo  inter- 
im in  our  nBtiit,  and  to  Ivlng  all  the  Inllnciiew  of 


mooeyed  power  to  operate  opon  puUio  i^ilniaD, 
upon  our  elections,  and  upon  State  and  Faderal  leg- 
i^ation,  to  produce  a  consnmmation  so  tempting  to 
their  capidily,  and  so  profitable  to  their  interest 

G.  Tlut  fordgn  btoference  and  foreign  inflaenoe 
.  all  ages,  has  been  tlie  bane  and  curse  OC  free  Gov- 
emntents,  and  that  such  interfet«nce  and  Influence 
is  far  more  dangerous  in  the  insdiout  interrention 
of  the  moneyed  power,  than  in  the  forciUe  iutasiona 
[>f  fleets  snd  armiea. 

e.  That  to  doM  the  door  at  oneo  gainst  all  aj^- 
cation  for  such  assomption,  and  to  arrest  at  their 
lonroe  thf  vast  tide  of  evils  which  would  flow  from 
it,  it  is  necenary  that  the  constituted  anthorities, 
without  delay,  shall  rfolrt  and  dtdar*  their  utter 
opposition  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the  late  Lon- 
don Bankers'  Circular  in  relation  lo  State  debts,  coO' 
tracted  for  local  and  State  purposes,  and  recomnend- 
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Fbidat,  December  37. 

The  Bpkakxb  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 

ttftta  Hon.  CiiARLBB  Fbnton  Mebckb,  Bt&ting 

that  he  had  resigned  bis  seat  in  Che  House; 

which  wu  ]^d  OD  the  table. 


in  SEN ATK 

MoBDAT,  December  29. 
Ortgcn  Territory— U.   S.    TitU—Settktniml— 

I^e-emption  righU — Mr.Lina't  Seiolutioiu. 

The  following  resolntioiu),  submitted  some 
days  since  by  Hr.  Lais,  were  taken  np  for 
consideration : 

RmoIt^  That  it  is  the  opmion  of  the  Senate  that 
the  title  of  the  United  Suies  to  the  Territory  of  On- 
goD  ia  indisputable,  and  never  will  be  abandoned. 

RtnJoed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bo  requested  to  give  notice  to  the  British  Govetn- 
ment  that  the  conventions  of  1818,  end  1827,  which 
give  the  right  to  use  and  occupy  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, its  bays,  rivere,  barbots,  be,  to  both  parties  in- 
discriminately, ahall  cease  in  twelve  months  after  such 
notification. 

Jt/iolecd,  Tiiat  It  is  both  expedient  and  proper  to 
extend  such  portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  the  Territory  of  Or<^n,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  our  citi- 
lens  who  may  reidde  in  said  Territory. 

RitolBtd,  That  li  is  exp«lient  to  rniae  an  addition- 
al regiment  of  infantry,  (rifles,)  for  the  purpose  of 
overawing  and  keeping  in  check  various  Indian  tribes, 
or  any  foreign  forces  who  may  be  in  said  Territory, 
or  on  its  bonlers ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  am- 
ple protection  to  our  citizens  engaged  in  Ic^timsta 
occupations. 

Radrtd,  That  six  hundred  sod  forty  acres  of  land 
should  be  granted  to  every  white  male  inhabitant  of 
said  Territory  of  the  age  of  eighteen  yean,  who 
shall  cultivate  and  use  the  some  five  conaecutiTe 
years,  and  to  bis  heiis  at  law  in  the  event  of  hia 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lunr,  the  reeolotions  were 
referred  to  a  Select  Conuoittee  of4re,  aail 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  following  resolntion,  offbred  by  Ur. 
Bbstox  od  Frioa?  last,  waa    considered    and 

Raolved,  Hut  the  Pmtdent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  tbe  proper  iaqiUriee  to  be  nude 
of  all  diabuising  oSScera  and  agents,  and  all  contrac- 
tore,  {the  Post  Office  Department  IncluraTe,)  to  escer- 
tsin  ln>m  them  whether  the?  have  sold  Or  eiohanged 
OoTcnunent  drafts  or  other  OoTemment  fluids,  ~~ 
their  own  drafta  on  the  OoTemment,  during  the  jei 
1838  and   I83B,  for  paper  ntonej  of  tbe  foUowing 

1.  Bu^  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  TTnited 
Statca,  and  especiallj  tiotes  of  a  leea  deiMmiaation 
than  twant;  doUara. 

S.  Bank  noMe  of  the  prMent  Bank  of  the  United 
SUIes,  aod  eepedallj  notes  of  a  leas  denoiahuUion 
than  (went  J  dtdlars. 

S.  Poet  notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  KoA  especially  any  of  such  notes  of  a  less  dC' 
□omination  than  one  huodred  doUare ;  also,  of  a  less 
deDoadualion  than  twentj  dollars,  and  which  had 
been  made  pajaUe  at  mora  thin  slzty  dajs  after 
dale,  or  whkfa  were  not  dee,  or  wliich  had  been  al- 
tered bj  the  pea ;  and  if  so,  that  tbe7  report  the 
times  uid  pieces  of  snch  sales  or  eidunns,  and 
with  whom  nikde,  end  the  amounta  so  lold  or  ex- 

Also,  that  the  Prendent  commonirate  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  name  of  an;  disbumng  officer,  agent,  or 
emtraelor,  who  shall  fiiil  to  answer  the  foreKoing  In- 


nwnicale  a  list  of  such  Treasur;  or  Post  Office  drane 
in  faTor  of  disburaDg  officers,  sgenta,  and  cODtmc 
lofs,  for  the  jeua  1S38  and  1839,  as  shall  appear  to 
hare  been  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  endorsers,  and 
to  whom  paid  ;  that  the  Secretar;  of  Ae  Treasury 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  of  tbe  deposit  banks,  since 
the  general  reenmption  of  spede  ptjments  in  1839. 
whether  the  Goveminent  dr^  which  bave  been  sold 
bj  disbarsing  officers,  agenle,  and  contractors,  have 
been  uiuallj  p«id  in  q>ecie ;  and  if  so,  all  the  partic- 
utsn  as  to  ttie  several  soms  and  total  amounts  paid, 
and  (o  whom  paid,  and  where,  aa  nceri;  as  caa  be 
staled. 

On  sabmittiDg  the  abore  resolntioo,  Mr. 
Bnrroa  stud  that  it  implied  so  much,  and  snch 
grave  .eenmre,  thsA  he  felt  himself  Iwnnd  to 
show  that  be  was  not  proceeding  gratnitonslj', 
and  withoDt  information,  but  uiat  ha  was  in 
3  of  facta,  vhich  jastifled  the  move- 
He  Siud  that  he  had  received  informa- 
tion of  every  liind  which  the  reaolntions  sup- 
posed to  eiUt,  and  even  that  immense  anms 
had  been  drawn  in  specie  from  the  deposit  banks 
bj  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  sinoe  she  stop- 
ped psjment.  He  mentioned  one  instance  of  this 
kind,  iunbicb  the  Bank  of  Missouri  paid  ninet; 
tboosand  dollars  in  spade  to  a  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatea  agent  for  a  TreaaDry  draft,  which  iasned 

the  day  before  the  Bank  of  the  United  States       _      „        _  _„ 

■topped  pftymeiit,  and  was  sold  to  ber  agent  |  eeooitd  baliot,  was  declared  to  be  dalf  eleoted. 


[DKcnmn,  1889, 

for  her  notes,  which  notes  were  disbursed  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  while  the  ^lecie 
drawn  from  the  Miasonri  Bank  was  flbipped  to 
Philadelphia,  and  probably  thence  to  Europe. 
Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following  letter,  aa  a 
sp^imen  of  the  information  he  possessed : 

Mtmorandum  of  maitrrt  nlaiing  to  tht  eireataliiM 
of  United  Stalet  Bank  notca,  leliieh  taau  vndir 
my  oKm  oitervalion,  vhiU  aetiiui  at  ditburtmy 
agent  of  the  Oovemment  in  the  Cheroket  anatry. 
Some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  year  18SB,  two  gen- 
tlemen arriTed  at  Uie  Cherokee  Agency,  (one  of 
whose  names,  I  think,  was  Roberts,  the  othei's  not 
remembered,)  to  whtnn  I  was  introdneed.  They 
were  said  to  be  agents  of  Uie  United  States  Bsnk, 
whose  business  appeared  to  be  to  exchange  tbe  notes 
of  that  Bank  for  Treasory  drsR^  or  drafts  from  the 
paymasters  and  disbursing  agents  of  (he  Gorera- 
ment.  Tfaej  did  make  exchanges  to  a  considerable 
eitent,  bnt  to  what  amount  I  cannot  say.  They  bad, 
I  nnderstood,  in  their  possession,  a  large  amount  of 
the  notes  of  the  Bank,  end  that  they,  after  leaving 
tbdr  wency,  went  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  on  bnsl- 
ness  oi  a  similar  character.  One  of  the  contractois 
(now  in  Washington)  for  fUmlahing  subsistence  to 
the  emiKrant  Indians  west,  yesterday  lold  me  tliat  an 
■gent  of  the  United  States  Bank  had  been  at  Uttls 
Bock,  and  that  he,  together  with  his  partners,  nego- 
tiated a  loan  with  him  for  |lfiO,000,  payable  in  six 
months,  which,  he  added,  would  soon  be  due. 

In  the  tiontner  of  the  same  year,  I  was  called  upon 
by  U^.  Chs.  J.  Nourse,  of  this  city,  to  know  if  I  had 
any  Treasury  draila  that  I  wished  cashed,  stating  that 
he  had  oM  nolet  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
that  he  would  giTo  me  in  exchnnge.  I  replied,  that 
I  had  some  drafts  on  New  York  and  other  places, 
which,  if  he  would  give  me  notes  of  the  United  BtaUa 
Bank  of  Pennsytvania,  I  would  enter  into  the  sp. 
rangcment,  but  that  otherwise  I  would  not,  as  I  con- 
ceived the  issue  of  these  notca  wrong,  and  contrary 
to  law,  and  would  not  make  myself  ai 
the  wrong  by  circulaUne  them.  He 
the  other  agents  had  made  no  objection  to  receiving 
them,  and  strongly  uiged  my  talking  them  likewise. 
Finding -that  I  was  not  to  bo  persuaded,  we  finally 
made  an  exchange,  he  giving  me  the  notes  of  the 
Pennsylvania  BwJt.  llie  oW  nota  itfte  generally 
of  small  denominadoBS — tens,  twenties ;  the  now 
notes  were  mostly  of  tike  sums,  with  some  fifties  and 
hundt«de.  The  twenties  and  hundreds  of  the  new 
ippeared  to  have  been  struck  off  for  post  notea, 
made  payable  to  order,  with  the  word  "  order"  erated, 
and  "  John  Roa  or  beartr"  inurtei.  To  all  appear- 
ances, Hr.  Noutse  had  a  large  amount  with  him  ;  I 
think  he  said,  of  both  kinds,  aometfaing  like  h^f  a 
million  of  doUari.  He  also  said  ho  thouriit  be 
should  go  to  Arkansas,  to  endeavor  U  mike  es- 
'angea  there. 
WasHiHOTOX,  Atiff.  20,  1B39. 

TcBSDAi,  December  Bl. 

Election  of  Chcqtlain. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HuBBAsn,  the  Senate,  in 

accordance  with  a   resoluUon  adopted   some 

days  since,  proceeded  to  tbe  election   of  a 

cbspl^n  for  tne  present  session. 

Mr.  CooKiuM,  having   a  m^ority  on    the 
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Sathbdax,  Janaarf  4, 1840. 

DtatA  of  tli»  Stpramlatiitt  AJitrt  OaUatin 

Barruon,  &q^  e/Mmouri. 

1£r,  JuusoK  Baid :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  do 
what  I  intended  on  jesteraaj  to  have  done, 
but  failed  in  obtaining  the  floor,  before  the 
Eonse  adjoamed ;  that  is,  to  annoimce  to  this 
House  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Albzbt  Qauaxih 
HAJtBiBON,  one  of  the  memben  elect  from  the 
State  of  MisBonri,  to  the  Tnent;-dxth  Con- 
greea.  He  died  &t  hte  residence,  near  Foltoo, 
MisBoiiri,  of  biliom  fever,  in  the  mouth  of  Sep- 
tember Inst.  In  hia  death,  not  onlj  the 
bereaved  widow  and  his  children  snstaia  a 
deep  and  sbidiag  losf< — the  loaa  of  an  amiable, 
kind,  and  affectionate  husband  and  parent — 
bot  Missouri  lost  one  of  her  favorite  and  ablest 
Boni,  .Always  true  to  his  trost,  and  IMthfnl  to 
the  interests  of  Missonri,  my  lamented  prede- 
cessor had  obtained  for  himself  a  deep  seat  in 
the  aSeotions  of  her  people.  I  have  known  the 
deceased  since  I  have  known  myself,  and  many 
(HI  this  Soor  were  also  well  acquunted  with  him  j 
and  they  will  hear  me  witness  to  the  £sct,  that 
he  possesaed  all  those  noble  qnalitiee  and  virtues 
which  of  themselves  constitnte  the  high  road 
to  honor  and  distinction. 

He  had  filled  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  more  diffi- 
cnlt  ofBoes  of  honor  and  profit,  in  the  same 
length  of  time,  than  any  man  who  has  ever 
resided  in  Missonri.  He  was  called  by  BUn  in 
whose  bands  life  and  death  are  held,  from  the 
theatre  of  action,  in  themeridian  of  life;  and  but 
few  have  passed  fh>m  time,  more  to  be  Lmient- 
ed  than  Albbst  Gauatik  Habbisoh  ;  few.  If 


domestic  circle  in  which  he  moved,  and  in  the 
heart  of  his  amiable  and  intelligent  bereaved 
widow,  that  no  power  on  earth,  no  fanmon 
being  can  fill ;  a  void  that  can  only  be  filled  b^ 
the  constant  presence,  aid,  and  protection  of 
the  Spirit  of  the  Eternal  God. 

Mr.  Harbisox  was  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
from  whose  land  so  many  able  and  ohivalric 
men  have  emanated;  the  birth-place  of  a  great 
man;  members  now  on  this  floor  from  other 
States. 

Mr.  J.  then  ofi'ered  the  following  reaolntiousi 

Beielved,  vnanimotala,  not  this  House  his  re- 
ceived with  deep  lensihuity  the  umunciation  of  the 
d«atb  of  the  Bon.  Albebt  Q.  Hakkibon,  one  of  the 
Ute  ReprcKntBtlvai  elect  from  the  State  of  Hiasouri 
■  for  the  Twent  j-dith  Coi^^'en  of  the  UniWd  States. 

Retoliiei,  vruatimmuiy.  That  the  members  of  ttus 
House  tender  the  widow  and  relatives  of  the  dfceaaed 
their  ayininihy  on  this  mounful  event,  snd  will  tes- 
tily (heir  respect  Ibr  bis  memory,  bjr  wearing  cnpe 
(m  the  left  ann  for  thir^  days, 

Jittoltfd,  That,  (S  a  fbrtbet  evidence  of  Ihnr  re- 
■pect  for  ttie  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  House  ad- 
journ notil  Honday  neit,  at  ISI  o'clock,  U. 

Th«  Home  a^onmed. 


rOaAqr.  [26rHCo«a. 

HonsAT,  January  6. 
Death  <if'ih»  SeprtieTUatiM  /.  G.  Aleord,  £tj. 

After  the  reading  of  the Jonmal, 

Mr,  W.  B.  Calhoud',  of^  Massaohuaett^  rose 
and  submitted  the  follnwing  resolutions ; 

Jtaalvtd,  That  the  House  has  heard  with  deep 
sensSbility  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  0.  Aivoan,  a 
member  elect  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Haaaa- 
cbusetts. 

JUtoited,  That  the  memben  and  oScrai  of  this 
House  will  testify  tb^r  reject  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  by  wearing  cnpe  on  the  left  arm  Sat  tiurtf 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Oalbocit  said :  I  do  not  rise,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  give  utterance  to  a  labored  «n- 
logium  upon  tlie  obaraoter  of  Mr.  Altobd.  I 
rise  simply  to  say  that  he  was  regularly  elect- 
ed a  member  of  this  Cougrese,  and  that  he 
died  several  months  anterior  to  the  oonunence- 
ment  of  the  present  session.  He  was  very 
young ;  and,  had  he  been  permitted  to  take  hia 
place  among  na,  would  nndonbtedly  have  been 
the  youngest  member  npon  tbie  fioor.  Bnt, 
yonng  as  he  was,  he  had  acqmred  verj  promi- 
nent and  enviable  rank  in  the  community 
where  he  resided.  Heaven  had  given  him 
a  high  order  of  intellect ;  his  mind  was  richly 
ooltivated ;  his  Judgment  was  mature ;  and  hia 
general  atttunments  eitraordiuary.  In  the 
ijtndj  and  pursuit  of  tJie  law — the  profeeaioa  to 
which  he  had  devoted  himself— he  was  emi- 
nently distinguished ;  as  he  was,  also,  in  both 
of  the  h^  of  legislation  in  his  native  State. 
Had  he  lived  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  body,  he  would,  1  am  snre,  have  added 
Inrgelj  to  hia  feme  and  renown.  He  died,  rir, 
in  Uie  midst  of  the  warmest  nffectioos,  and  the 
fondest  hopes  of  his  fHends,  his  associates,  and 
of  the  oommanity  where  his  lot  was  cast. 

Such,  in  brief^  was  JuiBa  0.  Altobd  ;  and 
never,  I  am  confident,  has  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
seutativH  been  called  upon  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  one  more  worthy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tions and  they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Cauiouit  moved  that  the  Hotise  Bdjonm 

II  to-morrow,  which  was  sflreed  to;  and 

The  Eoase  then  a^ouined. 


TuBSDAT,  January  T. 

Orden  qf  the  Day. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 

_ent  of  that  part  of  Florida  now  overrun  by 

hostile  bands  of  Indians,  being   the    special 

order  of  the  day,  was  token  up,  and 

Messrv.  Bbston,  TAppAif,  and  Pbrbtoh  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  on  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
when  it  was  informally  passed  over. 
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HOUBB  OF  BEPBESXNTATIVSe. 

Tdudat,  Janoaiy  1. 
Jfew  Jimqf  CoHtetttd  Ebetwn. 

Vr.  Oampbell,  of  South  Carolina,  rose 
■aid :  This  Honse,  Mr.  Spbaxkr,  bos  &  hwh 
eongtitntioDal  dat7  to  perfonn.  One  of  toe 
BtalM  of  tbiH  Union,  th«  Bt^e  of  New  Jeraejr, 
vhioh  is  entitled  to  dx  representatlTea  on 
thu  floor,  bos  but  one,  the  other  five  seats  being, 
de  /aefo,  at  this  time  Tacant  Under  these 
.  circoniBtances,  St  is  our  most  solemn  dat;  to 
determine  vho  are  entitled  to  these  five  teats. 
It  ii  nanal  for  gentlemen  oontesting  seats  here, 
to  bring  thrir  dums  before  the  Eonse  by 
petition  nr  memorial,  showing  the  Kronnds  on 
which  BDob  claims  rest.  But  (said  Mr.  0.)  we 
have  waited  tram  day  to  day,  since  the  last 
decinon  of  the  Honse  on  this  snt^ect,  without 
bearing  from  either  of  Uie  parties  who  came 
hen  otaiming  to  be  Representatives  from  New 
Jersey ;  and  it  being  the  solemn  duty  of  the 
Eoose  to  come  to  some  decision  on  the  gab- 
Ject,  be,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  had  felt  bonnd  to  bring  the  matter 
Iwfure  them.  Hr.  0.  therefore  moved  a  ens- 
penrioD  of  the  rales  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
ndlowfog  resolutions : 

Setoletd,  That  ill  papen  or  other  testimony  in 
limn  Mil  III  of,  or  within  (he  control  of  this  House,  in 
reUtioD  to  the  late  election  In  New  J«ney  for  Ba>- 
refmlHiTes  in  the  Tirentj-^itii  Congreas  of  the 
Uoittd  Suues,  be  refetred  lo  the  CotmnTttee  of  Eleo- 
lioiis,  with  inMraottona  lo  inquire  and  report  who  are 
entiilcd  to  occupy,  is  members  of  this  House,  the 
i«led  seals  from  that  State,  and  that  the 
1  have   power  to  send   for  peisoiu   aod 


LUM  HaISTW),  ChaKLCS  C.  BTRArrOH,  TaoHAS  JOHES 

Toau,  Pcnta  D.  Yhooh,  Phileuoii  Diceiesoh, 
VlujAM  R.  Coona,  Daniel  B.  Rtall,  and  Joseph 
Klui,  ill  dciiens  of  New  Jeney,  claiming  to  be 
RqmseiitatlTes  from  thu  State  in  this  Coogreas,  and 
thai  the  senice  be  made  npon  each  gondeman  per- 
■oally,  or  by  leaTing  a  copy  at  tds  usual  realdenoe. 
_  Kri  Bku.  aaid  he  had  prepared  some  reaoln- 
tions,  which  he  wished  to  be  read  fbr  the  fn- 
fonuation  of  the  Honse,  that  wonld  probably 
SDpersede  those  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Bonth  Oarolina.  He  understood  that 
there  were  five  gentlemen  still  in  attendance 
h«re,  who  had  been  here  from  the  commenoe- 
inent  of  the  session,  who  claimed  the  right  to 
■it  and  vote  as  members  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  He  was  also  informed  that  these 
gentlemea  exercised  the  franking  privilege, 
received  their  daily  unpply  of  stationery,  and 
lud  marked  seats  in  the  hall  witii  their  names, 
u  members  of  the  House.  Now,  stich  gross 
irregnlarity  as  this  was  unparalleled  tn  the 
practice  of  the  House.  These  gentlemen  had 
Ae  right  to  be  qnalified  and  admitted,  or  to  be 
informed  that  th^  conld  not  be  so ;  and  it  was 
Uie  duty  of  the  Qonse  to  decide  at  once  either 
Ibtt  they  were  or  were  not  members.    Mr.  B. 


said  that  the  reeolntion  which  he  was  about  to 
oCTer  was  a  question  of  privilege,  and  he  hoped 
the  Chair  wonld  so  decide  it. 

Hr,  B.  then  sent  the  following  reaolntions  to 
the  Chair,  which  were  read ; 

SttolvtrL,  That  Philevoh  Diceebbok,  Peter  D. 
Vboox,  Wiuiau  B.  Coofes,  David  B.  Rtall,  and 
JoiEPfl  Kills,  who  are  in  tttendmce,  cluming  lo  be 
admitted  to  sit  and  vote  in  this  House,  is  Represent- 
ativea  from  the  State  of  New  Jeney,  ate  not  and  can- 
not be  le^y  and  oonsUtutlouilly  members  of  thia 
body,  nnUl  the  tMpilir  tetums,  or  certificates  of  eleo- 
Hon,  granted  to  five  other  doty  qualified  peisons  by 
the  RoTenor  and  Coondl  of  aud  State,  in  the  eier- 
dse  of  tiie  authority  vested  In  them  by  the  laws  of 
Slid  State,  passed  in  coafonnlty  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  Umled  States,  shall  lisve  been  set  aside  or  id- 
judged  void,  upon  due  InTestieation  had  in  the  form 
ina  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  ind  unges  of  the 

Rttolixd,  That  the  House  having  decided  thst  Jomi 
B.  Atcrioo,  William  Hilsted,  John  P.  B.  Haz- 
wiLL,  Cbables  C.  BraATTOH,  and  Thohas  Joxn 
YoBKB,  ths  persona  haring  iba  regolir  and  legal  cer- 
lUtcatea  of  election,  ahill  not  be  admitted  to  ait  ta 
this  House  and  vote  as  other  members,  until  it  shall 
have  establialied,  by  soOkleiit  iwocd^  that  there  was 
no  fraud,  mistake  of  the  law,  or  other  error,  made  or 
eomn^tted  by  the  Goremor  and  Council  of  New 
Jersey,  in  the  returns  or  eertiflcalea  of  election  grant- 
ed IS  aforesaid  ;  and  said  deciuon  being  contrary  lo 
llw  oHuit  practice  of  the  Bouse  In  such  cases,  ths 
Speakkb  be  directed  to  notify  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  New  Jency  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  hi  the  premises,  to  the  end  lliit  the  people  of 
the  siJd  Stale  may  be  duly  informed  of  tbe  causes 
whldi  have,  for  the  present,  deprived  Ihem  of  the 
services  of  five  of  the  Repcsentatlves  to  which  they 
lie  entitled  by  the  laws  and  conititatlon. 

Rtaetvtd,  nut  the  returns,  and  ill  other  papers  or 
testimony  in  poiseaslon  of  the  House  reiating  to  the 
five  vacant  seats  In  the  New  Jeisey  delegatioa,  be 
reftrred  to  the  Committee  of  ElecUcuis;  and  Uiit  the 
said  commiUea  pioceed  to  examine  the  retuma  and 
ill  other  testimoDy  which  may  be  submitted  to  them, 
according  to  the  nitca  and  oiders  of  the  House ;  and 
that  said  committee  fiist  decide  and  teport  to  the 
House  who  ire  entitled  to  sit  and  vote  is  membeia 
by  the  returns. 

Mr.  DnMOAR  inqnired  whether  these  reao- 
lntions were  in  order.  Be  offered  one  the 
other  day,  which  was  decided  not  to  be  in 
order,  precisely  similar  in  its  terms  to  the  first 
resolnuon  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

The  Spzasbb  said  the  jesolutions  of  the 
gentleman  were  only  read  for  the  information 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  VASDKBPon.  asked  If  he  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  correctly,  as  saying 
that  Messrs.  Dick>b»0!i,  Vbook,  Kills,  Ooopbb, 
and  Rtau.  claimed  their  seats  withont  a  refer- 
to  the  Committee  of  Electtona. 

Mr.  Bell  understood  that  theee  gentlemen 
had  marked  their   seats  on  the  floor,  '< 


exercising  the  franking  privilege,  and  received 
stationery  from  the  Clerk,  alt  of  which  privi- 
leges belonged  only  to  the  members  of  tbe 
Honse.    Mr,    B.    wonted   to   know   whether 
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tiief  Btill  claimed  their  mats  as  members,  or 
whether  the;  Lad  &baii<)oDed  them.  If  thej 
bad  abandoned  their  rights,  the;  were  liable 
to  serious  peoalties  for  eierciaing  the  privileges 
the  J  did. 

Ur.  Bahsst  said  he  f^oold  like  to  know 
whether  this  was  a  priTileged  motion  or  nc 
becaaso  the  other  da;  when  he  offered 
petition  from  the  citizens  of  the  Third  Congres- 
sional District  of  FeDnsjlvania,  claiming  their 
right  to  be  represented  here  bj  the  person 
they  bad  elected,  and  asking  on  investigation 
into  the  frauds  by  which  a  person  who  was 
not  lawfully  a  Representative  (Mr.  Naylob) 
had  taken  his  scat  here,  it  was  decided  that 
this  petition  could  not  be  received  without  a 
snEpension  of  the  rules ;  tod  when  the  qnestion 
was  put  on  the  motion  to  snspend  tliem,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  now  raises 
this  question  of  privilege^  rotod  against  the 

The  Spbakbb  Bidd  that  the  motion  of  thi 
gentleman  ttora  Tennessee  was  not,  in  hii 
opinion,  one  of  privilege.  The  only  question 
of  privilt^  arising  out  of  this  case,  which 
would  supersede  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  would  be  the  coming  for- 
ward of  the  five  gentlemen  named,  and  their 
cliuming  to  be  sworn.  Were  they  to  come 
forward  and  claim  to  be  sworn,  the  Bpkakrb 
would  consider  it  a  question  of  organizatiou, 
and  would  fee!  it  to  be  his  duty  to  decide  it 

g'evioos  to  oat«rtaining  any  other  question. 
e  could  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
intimated,  consider  this  as  b  privileged  qnes- 
tion  on  the  information  of  o  gentleman  rising 
in  his  place ;  hot  the  members  claiming  their 
seats  mne^t  of  themselves  come  forward  and 
ask  to  be  sworn,  and  then  he  would  consider 
it  a  question  overridingall  others,  and  would 
decide  upon  it  at  once.  The  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  his  opinion, 
could  not  supersede  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BioE  Gabland  appealed  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Choir.  Assuming  the  position  of 
the  Chsir  to  be  correct,  he  would  ask  by  what 
authority  did  tbe  gentleman  from  Bouth  Caro- 
lina offer  his  resolution?  If  Ur.  Dioebbbon 
and  his  associates  did  not  come  forward  and 


case  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  t  He  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Hr. 
TAKDEEraEL,)  to  state  that  these  gentlemen 
did  not  now  claim  the  light  to  take  their  seats. 
Mr.  Vassbbposl  asked  leave  to  explain 
what  he  did  say.  The  members  from  Kew 
Jersey,  Messrs.  DtOKKRSOJ*  and  others,  were 
dispmed  to  submit  to  the  expressed  will  of  the 
House,  in  the  decision  made  In  the  case  of  their 
opponents.  They  regarded  that  decision  as 
indicative  of  the  determination  of  the  House 
ta  permit  neither  set  of  tbe  contesting  claimants 
to  take  their  seats  until  on  investigation  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 


IN  eSNATE. 

'Wbdnkbdat,  January  6. 
Armtd  Oeeupation  of  Florid 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  that  part  of  Florida  ovemin  by  hostiie 
bands  of  Indiana,  was  token  up,  and 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  SenoU 
as  follows : 

The  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  Pres- 
to:!) who  addressed  us  on  yesterday,  said  Mr. 
0.,  now  occapies  a  position  very  different  from 
the  one  in  which  lie  stood,  and  utters  senti- 
ments very  much  at  variance  with  those  he 
seemed  to  entertain,  about  eighteen  months 
since,  when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida 
was  under  consideration.  At  tlie  time  referred 
to,  he  not  only  censured  (with  very  few  excep- 
tions) all  who  were  in  any  manner  connected 
with  the  management  of  tbe  war,  bnt  declared 
substantially,  that  before  one  cent  more  was 
appropriat«d  for  its  further  prosecution,  an  in- 
vestigation ought  to  be  instituted,  as  to  the 
prodigal  expenditure  of  the  publio  treasure, 
which,  he  said,  had  already  then  taken  place, 
and  also  as  to  the  causes  of  tbe  disgraceful 
failures  of  former  efforts  to  sobdne  the  enemy. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  Senator's  present  por- 
tion ?  He  not  only  considers  this  bUI  whoUy 
inefficient,  and  unequal  to  the  accompli »hment 
of  the  object  intended  by  its  passage,  but  he 
is  now  wilLiog  to  vote  for  an  army  of  any  num- 
ber,— say  ten  thousand — fifl«en  thousand — nay, 
tbe  gentleman  went  so  far,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, as  to  prof^  a  willingness  to  vote  for 

army  of  twenty  thousand  men ;  and  this 
without  any  investigation,  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  charges  and  complaints  of  extrava- 
gance, in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
war  has  been  heretofore  couducted.  He  (Mr. 
G.)  was  constrdned  to  consider  the  views  of 
the  ticnator  from  South  Carolina,  as  wholly  in- 
consistent, and  irreooncilablo  with  those  which 
he  formerly  entertained  and  expressed.  Why, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  the  Senator  has  represented 
to  us  that  the  expenses  of  the  Florida^wor, 
from  its  commenooment  to  the  present  time, 
amount  to  some  twenty  or  twenty -five  millions 
of  dollars,  which  he  very  properly  considers 
enormous ;  yet,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  he 
professes  his  readiness  to  raise  an  army  that 
would  exceed  his  highest  estimate  in  a  sincle 
year.  When  the  Administration  proposes  the 
expenditure  of  more  money  to  effectuate  tlio 
objects  of  Ihe  war,  it  is  all  wrong ;  too  moch 
has  already  been  expended ;  and  when  tlie  Ad- 
'    economize,  to  stay  the 


characterized  it,  and  pay  for  the  conquest  of 
the  country  iu  a  small  portion  of  the  land,  it 
is  still  all  wrong ;  the  measure  is  entirely  in- 
efflciant ;  the  gentleman  would  now  have  ns 
pour  out  the  public  treasure,  to  ttie  amomit  of 
millions,  more  than  has  ever  before  been  ex- 
pended I    So  frequently  do  the  views  and  sen- 
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timenta  of  the  Senator  cboiwe  that  it  may  be 
well  questioned  whether  the  Administration 
can  devise  anj  mearare  that  will  meet  hia  ap- 
probation. 

But  the  Senator  tram  Sonth  Carolina  not 
only  abases  the  Administration  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  war  in  Florida  hsa  been  directed, 
but  also  reflects  censnre  on  the  militaij  officers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  it. 

[Ur,  Pbeston  explained.  He  add  directly 
the  contrary.  He  had  said  that  some  of  the 
ofiScers  bad  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and 
inatanced  Generals  Boott,  CUocb,  and  perhaps 
General  Taylor,] 

Itr.  Clat  resumed.  lie  said  he  was  awaro 
there  were  some  exceptions  fVom  the  Senator's 
dennnciationa-  bat,  he  aaid,  he  certainly  felt 
justified  in  saying  the  Senator  from  South  CoT' 
<riina  did  reflect  on  the  condact  of  some  of  the 
officers,  and  more  particolarly  that  of  General 
Jeanp.  The  gentleman  alluded  nafavorably  to 
that  officer's  condact  in  the  Creek  naUon,  and 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  hud  been  made  to 
supersede  General  Scott,  and  to  the  unfortunate 
resolta  of  hia  operations,  while  commanding  in 
Florida.  Itr.  C.  also  said  he  recollected  that 
the  Senator  hod  arraigned  his  condact  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  had  represented  it  as  not 
worthy  of  an  AJnerican  officer.  Ur.  0.  said  he 
would'  tnlfe  that  occasion  to  say  of  General 
Jesnp,  what  the  Senator  himself  might  have 
known,  if  he  had  looked  back  into  the  history 
of  those  matters,  that,  before  he  left  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  Florida,  he  had  requested 
a  conrt  of  inquiry  into  hia  conduct,  vhich, 
however,  wax  deemed  nnneceaaary,  and  de- 
clined by  his  superiors.  I  will  go  further,  (said 
Mr.  C.,)  and  say  that  General  Jesnp  is  now 
willing,  and  at  all  times  prepared,  to  defend  his 
charaetcr  and  justify  his  condnot  in  that  war, 
and,  indeed,  his  whole  military  course  in  the 
8oath,  before  any  court  of  inqniry  that  may  be 
instituted  here  or  elsewhere ;  or  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  shonld  the  gentleman 
think  proper  to  move  an  investigation  of  tliat 
oharaoter,  or  should  the  Senate  think  proper 
to  appoint  one  for  that  purpose. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Candina  baa 
tokao  occanon  to  bestow  much  commendation 
on  the  coorse  pursued  by  General  Scott,  and 
iosiste  that,  if  he  had  not  been  removed  from 
the  command,  in  all  probability,  not  more  than 
another  campaign  would  have  been  necessary 
to  terminate  the  war.  Now,  (paid  Mr.  C.,) 
what  are  the  foots  I  Did  not  General  Scott 
b^in  the  war  with  what  every  one  deemed  a 
competent  force  I  He  had  the  regular  troops, 
which  had  been  under  the  command  of  General 
Clinch — the  troops  bronght  into  the  field  by 
Goieral  Gaines — and,  if  I  mistake  not,  hod  an- 
tbority  to  call,  in  his  own  discretion,  upon 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  some  of  the  aqjacont 
States,  for  any  additional  volunteer  militia 
toroa  he  might  deem  neoeeaary.  He  did  have 
troops  fi^m  both  the  States  named,  and  prob- 
tbtj  IroiD  eame  others.    The  Indians  were  then 
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concentrated,  or,  at  least,  in  large  bodies,  and, 
Mr.  0.  believed,  generally  ready  to  give  battle. 
Mr.  0.  said  he  would  not  pretend  to  apeak  with 
much  confidence  as  to  what  might  or  ought  to 
hare  be^  done,  under  the  circmnatancea  stat- 
ed ;  but  he  might  bo  permitted  to  speak  of  re- 
Bults,  and  from  them  gentlemen  would  be  able 
to  form  some  opinion,  as  to  the  accnrucy  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  Gen.  Scott 
formed  his  own  plans,  for  aught  Mr.  C.  knew, 
very  jui^ciously ;  he  marched  hia  army  through 
the  country  in  veriona  directions,  exhibiting  an 
imposing  force,  fighting  batties  whenever  the 
occasion  ofiered,  and,  no  doubt,  always  ready 
to  give  battle;  but  was  the  enemy  subdued  I 
No — 80  far  from  the  fact,  or  any  indications  of  it, 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  they  fought  his 
volunteer  troops  ont  of  the  Territory  at  tlie 
close  of  the  campaign,  on  their  return  march, 
at  least  those  from  AJabama,  and  Mr.  0.  was 
under  the  impression  those  from  Georgia  also. 
Yes,  said  Mr.  C,  when  the  volunteer  regiment 
from  Alabama  were  on  their  return  to  Tampa 
Bay,  from  a  fort  then  called  Alabama,  (now,  he 
believed,  called  Fort  Foster,)  about  thirty  miles 
distant,  to  embark  for  their  homes,  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Indiana  In  great  force  at  Glono- 
tasassa,  and  fought  one  of  the  hardest  battles 
of  the  whole  campdgn,  which  continued  about 
on  hour  and  a  quarter ;  and,  althoach  we  hod 
a  glorioas  victory,  it  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
many  valuable  lives.  Such,  su-,  were  the  indi- 
cations of  a  speedy  and  triumphant  close  of 
the  war,  at  the  end  of  the  first  campaign. 
Then  what  ground  is  there  for  saying  that  Gen. 
Scott  (from  whose  reputation,  as  an  officer,  Mr. 
C.  add  he  had  not  the  alightest  wish  to  de- 
tract) would  have  terminated  the  war  in  an- 
other campaign!  Several  campoigns,  under 
the  direction  of  other  commandera,  have  ainco 
taken  place,  and  the  objects  of  the  war  have 
not  yet  been  attained — conseqnently,  when  the 
gentleman  &om  South  Carolina  insists  that 
Gen.  Scott  would  have  accomplished  those  ob- 

J'octs  in  one  more,  if  he  had  not  been  recalled, 
e  indirectly  costs  censure  upon  other  oflicera 
equally  akilful  and  meritoriooa.  At  oU  events, 
said  Mr.  0.,  let  the  genUeman  show  what 
would  have  been  done  by  Gen.  Soott,  that  his 
successors  in  command  have  not  done. 

Sir,  said  Ur.  C,  some  allnsion  has  been  mods 
by  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolinii,  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Creek  war ;  and  as  I  happen  to 
know,  personally,  many  of  the  circamstancea 
under  which  General  Jesnp  acted  on  that  oc- 
casion, I  feel  it  my  duty  to  refer  to  tlicm.  If 
they  had  been  folly  known  to  bis  commanding 
General,  I  have  little  donbt  they  would,  as 
tliey  should,  have  called  forth  commendation 
instead  of  censure. 

Had  General  Jesnp  been  disposed  to  take  up 
the  line  of  march  from  Tuskegee,  the  heai^ 
quarters  of  the  Alabama  volunteers,  with  any 
undue  haste,  he  might  have  done  ao  four  or  five 
days  sooner  than  he  did.  He  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  in  the  field  to  have  fonght 
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every  Creek  iDdian  theo  ia  ftrma  agunst  ns ; 
he  had  anna,  mtinttlona,  anbiisMnoe,  and  tlie 
meanH  at  traneporUtioD.  Indepeodent  of  seven 
or  eight  honored  Alabuna  volunteers,  then 
under  his   inunecliftte  commsod,  and  a  still 

rMr  namber  at  Iricinton,  he  had  seciired 
co-operation  of  the  powerful  chief  Hopoth- 
le-Tobolo,  with  some  fiheeen  handred  friendly 
varriora;  and  knew  he  would  be  Joined  on 
bis  march  by  an  additional  battalion  of  mounted 
men  then  on  their  waj.  His  troops  had  been 
eome  time  in  camp,  were  in  danger  of  beooraiug 
^ckly,  impatient  for  active  service,  and  liable 
to  that  discontent  which  long  delay  universally 
jn^Dces  with  the  best  citizen  soldiery.  In  the 
mean  time  he  had  ascerttuned  from  a  source 
that  merited  tlie  highest  confidence,  that  Tuck- 
abache'Hodjo,  a  popular  chief|  was  vacillating 
as  to  his  oonrse — balanctne  between  a  union 
with  the  hostile  Creeks  or  the  whites,  and  that, 
if  he  had  joined  the  enemy,  he  wonid  probably 
carry  over  witL  him  Home  two  thousand  war- 
riora.  This  chief  was  a  brother  of  Nea-Hicco, 
the  principal  ohief^  who  was  already  at  the  bead, 
and  encamped  with  a  portion  of  the  war  party. 
Buch  a  nnion  was  greatly  to  be  deprecated ;  it 
wonld  have  rendered  the  enemy  formidable 
Indeed,  and  would  very  naturally  have  rallied 
against  us  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  fight- 
ing men  in  the  nation.  Under  such  a  state  of 
thmgs,  not  a  moment  could  have  been  justifia- 
bly tost;  it  became  the  duty  of  Gen.  Jesup  to 
take  Bach  Btens  as  would  strike  terror  into  the 
enemy,  alreaay  in  the  field,  and  deter  others 
from  aiigmenting  hb  force.  Fortunately  Ibr 
the  country  at  firge,  bnt  more  especially  for 
Alabama,  Gen.  Jesup  promptly  determined  on 
the  proper  course.  There  were  two  routes 
leading  from  Tmdcegee  to  Irwinton,  whither, 
Mr.  0.  believed,  Gen.  Jeanp  was  ordered  to 
march  and  join  Gen.  Scott,  the  most  direct  of 
which  led  near  the  encompmenta  of  the  enemy. 
During  this  march  Gen.  Jesup  captured  Nea- 
mathlfi,  the  life  and  soul  of  the  war  party,  with 
his  son.  The  celebrated  chief  alluded  to  was 
the  master-spirit,  who  had  raised  the  storm, 
and  he  alone  was  able  to  ride  in  and  direct  It. 
This  well-timed  and  most  fortunate  capture 
Struck  terror  and  dismay  into  the  hostile  party, 
and  at  once  terminated  the  war.  In  a  few  days 
afterwards  Ihey  were  all  captured  orsubdned ; 
the  white  inhabitants  restored  to  their  homes, 
and  pursuing,  in  safety,  their  nsual  avocalionB. 
Suppose  it  had  been  contrary  to  orders,  (which, 
however,  Mr.  G.  denied  to  be  the  fact,  so  tar 
aa  be  was  informed,)  is  there  any  Senator  pres- 
ent who  would  not  be  ready  to  justify  a  de- 
parture from  the  prescribed  line  of  march, 
mider  such  circumstances,  when  it  was  certain- 
ly to  be  followed  by  such  happy  results  I  By 
uiis  fortunate  and  prompt  movement,  a  war, 
which  had  been  commenced  with  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  warlike  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
was  terminated  without  bloodshed,  (alter  the 
troops  were  in  the  field,)  which  might  other- 
wise have  cost  tbonaanda  of  valnable  lives,  and 


ABBIDGHBMT  07  THE 

Armed  Oea^adat  tf  flariAt. 


[2Sth  Ctnn. 

have  been  as  protracted,  and  have  cost  as  many 
millions  of  doUars  as  that  with  the  Seminoles. 
Sir,  sdd  Mr.  C.,  it  was  my  fortune  to  be  at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Alabama  troops,  on  Uie 
occasion  referred  to,  and,  knowing  the  state  of 
things,  as  I  did,  I  not  only  advised,  but  nrged 
General  Jesup  to  adopt  the  course  he  did ;  end, 
BO  far  from  meriting  censure,  his  conduct  en- 
titles him  to  commendation  and  gratitude. 

Mr.  G.  aaid  be  did  not  think  it  necessary,  or 
proper,  on  this  occasion,  to  pass  on  the  relative 
merits  of  those  two  officers.  Their  deeds  were 
recorded  in  our  history,  and  known  to  tbdr 
countrymen.  They  had  both  distinguished 
themselves  in  eome  of  the  hardest  fought  bat- 
tles on  our  Northern  frontier,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Briton.  And  he  would  not 
have  made  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  fh«i 
him,  but  for  the  wrong  done  to  Gen.  Jesup, 
under  circumstances  with  which  he  (Mr.  0.) 
was  tkmillar,  and  because  ho  desired  that  jus- 
tice might  be  awarded  to  that  meritorions  and 
distinguished  officer. 

But,  said  Mr.  0.,  the  gentleman  oensores  the 
Administration  fbr  the  results  of  the  Florida 
war.  On  what  ground  ?  Had  the  Adminis- 
tration been  remiss  in  famishing  men,  or  the 
most  ample  means  for  prosecuting  the  werT 
Did  any  person  imagine,  at  its  commenopnent, 
that  the  force  under  General  Beott  was  insuffi- 
cient f  He  bad,  perhaps,  as  effiictive  an  army 
as  any  that  has  since  been  in  the  field.  His 
reqalaitions  were  all  met  He  had  regular 
troops  and  militia — infantry  and  artillery.  He 
had  not  only  those  under  his  own  command, 
but  the  unexpected  aid  brought  into  the  field 
by  the  veteran,  General  Gunes,  who  had  hast- 
ened to  the  scene  of  conflict,  without  awaiting 
orders,  the  very  moment  he  hod  heard  of  the 
war-cry  of  the  enemy ;  and  who,  it  is  believed 
by  some,  whose  opinions  are  entitJed  to  weight, 
would  probably  have  terminated  the  contest  aX 
one  blow  if  he  had  had  three  hundred  mounted 
men.  Who  but  the  commanding  general  di- 
rected and  controlled  the  operations  of  the 
army  f  Not  the  President — nor,  Mr.  C.  pre- 
sumed, the  Secretary  of  War.  Then,  if  blame 
is  to  be  attached  to  any.  In  regard  to  the  first 
campaign,  it  should  not  fall  on  the  Administr»- 

The  same,  Mr.  C.  supposed,  might  be  said  of 
all  the  campaigns  which  had  followed  it.  Tlie 
Administration  had  sent  ofllcers  of  established 
courage,  known  experience,  and  high  repnta- 
tion,  into  the  field ;  and  had  famished  men, 
arms,  munitions,  and  sabsistence  in  the  greatest 
abundance  I  What  more  could  be  desired  I 
Did  such  facta  warrant  the  imputation  of  imbe- 
cility, impotence,  or  inefficiency,  so  far  aa  the 
Administration  was  concerned?  Mr,  0.  said 
he  was  willing  to  leave  this  question  to  be 
answered  by  the  good  sense  andjustice  of  the 
country. 

One  thing,  Ur.  0.  said,  was  certdn,  that  not- 
withstanding the  many  hard-fought  battles — in 
not  one  ot  which,  he  believed,  had  there  heen 
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ft  singlB  instADoe  of  cowardice,  eitlier  amooggt 
ibe  regnlar  troops,  or  Tolontoer  milltiA— not- 
witbeUnding  the  nnmber  of  lives  that  had  been 
sacrificed,  sad  the  tniUions  that  hod  been  ex- 
pended ;  and  althoQ^  we  had  killed,  or  cap- 
tnred  sod  removed  some  three  thotuand  Indi- 
ans or  more,  the  war  was  not  yet  over — the 
savage  wsnvhoop  bIjII  resounded  In  Florida — 
the  unrelenting  tomahawk  and  scalping-kuife 
were  Btill  riotina  in  the  blood  of  men,  women, 
and  ehildren.  inaiicrimiDately  ;  and  whilst  the 
nomber  of  the  enemy  had  been  reduced,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  diminution  of  the  ferocity 
wid  persevering  desperation  of  his  attacks. 
The  plan  of  operations  hitherto  pursued,  Mr.  0. 
siud,  had  entirely  failed  to  brli^  the  war  to  a 
close,  nor  conld  he  see,  if  It  shonld  be  contin- 
ued, that  its  purposes  vronld  be  accomplished 
in  any  definite  period.  Bnoh  doubtd,  nncer- 
tointy,  and  disoooragement,  were  not  only  fblt 
here,  but,  he  believed,  amongst  our  fellow-citi- 
zena  everywhere;  and  even  Gie  ofBoers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  army  were  dispirited  and 
desponding. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina wonld  examine  Ihe  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  whl(&  accompanied  the  President's 
late  annnal  Message,  he  wonld  find  that  even 
Oeaerat  Taylor,  who  was  now,  and  had  been, 
commanding  in  Florida  ever  since  the  return 
of  Qeneral  Jeenp,  (and  whom  the  Senator  had 
landed,  no  doubt  very  Justiy,  for  his  chivdry 
and  known  ability,)— yea,  sir,  even  General 
Taylor  despairs  of  snccess,  by  continuing  hos- 
tilities as  we  have  heretofore  done.  After  a 
most  melancholy  acoount  and  gloomy  detail  of 
his  operations  during  the  last  year,  General 
Taylor  adds  the  following  remarks : 

"  And  dioold  the  mr  be  renewed;  (oAtcfc  /  motl 
tinttnly  Kopt  may  never  bt  the  cose,)  the  only  way 
to  bring  it  to  a  successty  issue,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
cover  the  ukale  country,  so  *s  lo  prevent  the  ensny 
£noi  bunting  and  Ad^ng." 

This,  rir,  si^d  Mr.  0.,  is  the  very  langnage 
of  despair.  He  deprecates  its  oontinnanoe,  and 
tineertl]/  htma  it  may  Titter  be  reatieed.  Yet, 
sir,  all  this  is  right  as  regards  General  Taylor, 
ia  the  Judgment  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbestok.)  No  blame  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  present  commanding  General, 
bnt  it  is  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  measures  of 
the  Administration  we  are  to  ascribe  all  onr 
&ilnres.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  while  I  will 
not  cast  oensore  upon  others,  with  my  limited 
rocans  ot  infbrmation  as  to  the  mode  of  conduct- 


lina,  and  others,  to  tbe  facts  as  oontmned  In  the 
official  report  of  the  A^ntant  General,  with 
file  sanction  of  the  Qeneral  "  commanding- in- 
^ie£"  He  said  it  would  be  found  In  the  "  Re- 
turn of  the  array  employed  in  Florida  against 
the  Seminole  Indiana,  under  the  command  of 
Brevet  Brigadier  Genera]  Zachuy  Taylor," 
thar«  wu  the  fidlowiog  number : 
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Second  renment  of  I^Tigoons  -  10  oompaniea, 
Third  r^ment  of  Artillery    -    9        " 
first,  smond,  rixth,  and  sev- 
enth regiments  of  Infantry, 
ten  companies  each,  making  40        " 

-GQ 


And  making  a  grand  a^sfregate 

of SO        " 

[Here  Mr.  Pbbstoit  asked  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  to  give  the  general  result  In  nmn- 

bers.] 

Mr.  0.  said  ho  would  readily  comply  witli 
the  Senator's  request ;  and,  turning  to  another 
coinmn  of  the  return,  said  8,991,  or,  in  rooad 
numbers,  an  army  of  4,000  men,  consisting  of 
dragoons,  mounted  Tolunteers,  infantry,  and 
artillery.  Mr.  0.  here  asked,  was  this  an  in- 
efficient force  to  fight  the  Seminole  Indiana 
now  in  Florida  I  He  said  he  could  not  pretend 
to  estimate  the  nnmber  of  the  enemy  with  ao- 
cnracy,  but  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolma 
had  represented  the  number  of  warriors  at 
about  ihret  hundrtd.  If  this  calculation  be 
correct,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  the  army  might  have 
been  divided  into  eight  parts,  and  either  would 
have  been  able  to  have  fonght  snoceasfyiy  the 
entire  force  of  the  Indians ;  for  each  eighth 
part  wonld  have  been  as  five  hundred  to  tiiree 
nnndred.  Now,  it  did  not  appear  to  Mr.  0, 
that  an  army  more  than  utirteen  tima  a* 
ttrong  as  the  enemy  to  be  encountered,  could 
be  T^arded  as  a  t&ry  inefficient  force. 

Bnt,  Mr.  0.  said,  General  Taylor  seemed  to 
suppose,  if  the  war  should  be  renewed,  the 
only  wa^  to  bring  It  to  a  successful  issue,  in 
bis  opinion,  is  to  cover  the  whole  country,  so  aa 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  hunting  and  fish- 
ing. This  seemed  to  justify  an  inference  in 
favor  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  nnder 
■ '  '  '       tnough  not  proposing  *~ 

itry  literally,  approac 
that  plan  as  nearly  as  practicable,  as  it  c 
templated  establishbg  tMXliea  of  men  in  all 
parta  of  the  theatre  of  war.  To  cover  the 
whole  country  by  a  standing  army,  Mr.  0.  sup- 
posed could  not  be  intended,  for  if  it  were  even 
SB  numerous  as  that  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina,  amounting  to  16,000,  the 
Territory  being  45,000  square  miles,  there 
would  not  be  more  than  one  man  to  every 
three  square  miles.  Nor,  from  the  ezperienoe 
we  had  bad,  did  Ur.  G.  tbink  there  wonld  be 
much  good  done  by  marching  an  army  of  that 
number  through  the  country.  The  Indians 
might  then,  ana  no  donbt  would,  dispersed  aa 
they  were,  iu  small  bodies,  retire  as  onr  troops 
approacCed,  conceal  themselves  in  some  ndgn- 
itoring  hammock,  and,  thus  eluding  them,  be 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  whatcTer  may  be  the 
opinion  of  General  Taylor  on  this  subject,  there 
can  be  no  donbt  of  tbe  approbation  of  th* 
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Secretary  of  War.  It  will  be  found,  by  refer- 
ence to  his  report,  that  be'dTea  it  his  express 
BBDction.  The  following  is  tne  passage  to  which 
I  aUade : 

*■  The  pasgage  of  the  bill  introdneed  In  tlie  Seiiate 
during  [bo  list  Bcsdon,  and  pirliBlly  ncted  upon  in 
Congress,  for  the  military  occupation  of  Florida, 
would,  it  is  belieTed,  be  attended  with  beneSdal 
eOects ;  and  I  further  reconuoeiid  that  authority  be 
girea  to  the  Eiecntive  to  raise  one  thousand  men,  to 
■crre  during  the  war  in  Ftorids,  who  shall  rcceiTe 
the  pa;  of  drsiroona,  and,  upon  its  termination,  a  boon- 
ty  in  land.  These  men  il  is  proposed  u>  arm,  and 
equip,  end  drill  in  a  manner  to  render  them  equal  to 
the  Indian  warrior  In  rigor  and  eodurance,  and  U) 
empio)'  them  in  aclire  operations  during  the  ensuing 
winter.  The  exigencies  of  the  scnice  at  this  partic- 
ular juncture,  compel  me  to  aalt  this  additional  Force. 
It  will  l>e  seen  that  the  state  of  the  Western  frontier 
requires  Che  forces  there  to  be  increased  rather  than 
diminished,  and  the  condition  of  tbe  Canada  ftonUer 
will  not  allow  the  withdrttwal  of  tttwpa  at  pneent 
stationed  there." 

The  Secretary  not  only  recommence  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  bat  he,  at  the  same  time,  states 
facta  which  are,  of  themselves,  a  powerfal  ar- 
gument in  its  fiivor.  He  says :  "  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  state  of  tbe  Western  frontier  re- 


Canada  frontier  will  not  allow  the  withdrawal 

of  the  troops  at  present  stationed  there."  Yes, 
sir,  and  he  might  have  referred,  also,  to  the 
atate  of  the  Nurtb-oastern  booadory,  where,  in 
my  opinion,  we  shoald  also  have  a  itroug  mili- 
tary force,  prepared  tooct  as  eiigcncies  may 
require.  But,  eir,  he  has  sud  enoogb  to  show 
that  all  onr  regular  army,  not  already  in  Flori- 
da, has  sufficient  employment  elsewhere. 
Whence,  tben,  is  the  Senator's  army  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  men  to  be  drawn,  admit- 
ting we  were  willing  to  increase  onr  expenses 
some  thirty  or  forty  millious  of  dollars  t  Will 
tbe  gentleman  increase  onr  regular  army  to 
that  amount,  or  will  be  raise  them  from  the 
militia  f  Mr.  C.  preanmed  tho  Senator  intend- 
ed fVom  tlie  latter,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  oodd 
be  done.  For,  said  Mr.  C,  I  know  the  moss 
of  our  citizens,  who  constitute  the  militia,  are 
ever  ready  to  rally  aroand  tbe  standard  of  their 
country  whenever  sbe  needs  their  services,  and 
•re  always  brave  and  efficient  when  their  ope- 
rations are  skilfnlly  conducted  by  officers  woo 
are  worthy  of  their  confidence.  But,  sir,  ex- 
perience boa  demonstrated  that  they  are  tbe 
most  expenuve  class  of  troops.  Besides,  such 
calls  are  extremely  annoying  and  injurious  to 
our  cLtixeos,  breaking  in  npon  their  accnstomed 
avocations  and  pomuits.  He  said  they  hod  al- 
ready fallen  heavily  on  Alabama.  Sbe  had 
already  furnished  three  regiments  for  the  Flori- 
da service ;  and  whilst  it  was  true  that,  stimn- 
lated  by  laudable  pride  And  patriotism,  they 
were  all  volunteers — not  a  man  having  been 
ooeroed  into  service  by  draft — yet  it  bad  result- 
•d  rnlnoiuly  t«  many  of  tbem,  whose  daims . 


for  property  lost  in  the  pnblic  service  were  now 
lying  in  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  unadjusted 
and  nnpud,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  two  years. 
Such  treatment  was  calculated  to  cool  me  ar- 
dor of  tbe  most  patriotic  citizens,  and  render 
them  less  cheerful  in  obeying  the  call  of  tlieir 
country  in  future  emet^ucies.  Mr.  0.  said 
the  calls  for  citizen  troops,  to  fight  tbe  Semi- 
nole Indians,  had  not  been  confined  to  AlSr 
bama.  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  some  of  the 
other  States,  had  felt  tbe  burthens  of  this  ser- 
vice. It  would  be  unreasonable  to  e™ct  them 
to  furnish  tbe  immense  additional  force  that 
seemed  to  be  contemplated  by  some  gentlemen, 
and  which,  or  even  more,  would  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  views  of  Gen.  Taylor. 

Ur.  0.  thought  the  provisions  of  the  hiQ 
were  the  best  calculated  to  terminate  this  long- 
protroeted  war.  The  other  plans  had  been 
tried  with  all  the  advantages  of  gallant  troops 
and  skilful  officers,  and  had  failed.  [Mr.  O. 
then  read  and  commented  on  provisions  of  tbe 
bill.]  At  the  conclusion  ol  the  war,  and 
when  tbe  Seminoles  had  been  removed  west  of 
tbe  Mississippi,  and  not  till  then,  each  settler 
would  receive  bis  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  Well,  suppose  tbe  whole  number  pro- 
vided in  this  bill  would  go  \  hat  for  himself,  he 
did  not  believe  tbe  whole  number  would — it 
was  not  necessary — a  less  number  would  an- 
swer— but  suppose  all  sbonld  go,  it  would  re- 
quire about  8,200,000  acres  of  land,  which  at 
the  ordinary  price  of  onr  public  lands,  would 
amount  to  $4,000,000.  If  economy  be  the  ob- 
ject, this  plan  is  better  tbun  any  otlicr  pro- 
posed. If  it  should  accomplish  tbe  purpose  in 
view,  it  will  only  cost  ns  tbe  land,  and  one 
year's  subsistence  and  dothing — if  it  shall  &ul, 
or  the  Indians  ore  not  removed,  the  land  will 
not  be  pven  to  the  settlers ;  they  can  elwm  no 
other  reward  for  their  services  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill. 

Mr.  U.  said  there  were  more  tbon  20,000,000 
acres  in  that  portion  of  Florida  occupied  by 
the  Indiana,  of  which  we  propose  to  give  three 
and  a  quarter  millions  to  those  who  have  to 
conquer  it  all  for  us,  before  they  will  have  a 
right  to  possession.  Do  genUemen  see  any  bet>- 
ter  mode  of  conquering  and  removing  the  In- 
dians from  Florida !  All  tiie  large  bodies  are 
captured  and  dispersed,  and  there  only  remaia 
small  straggling  parties  or  individuals,  which 
It  is  impossible  to  "  catch,"  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  by  merely  march- 


it  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a  stationary, 
or  permanent  body  of  men.  The  bill  proposes 
that  the  settlements  shall  be  in  stationa,  desig- 
nated by  the  commander  of  the  United  Stat«s 
troops  in  Florida,  according  to  a  general  plan, 
to  be  approved  by  the  President ;  not  less  than 
forty,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  settlers  to  be 
at  each  station ;  that  each  station  shall  be  pro- 
tected by  block-bouses  and  stockades,  to  be  pnt 
up  by  the  settlen^  witit  the  ^d  of  the  United 
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States  troops  j  ud  th&t  Bpeoial  militaij  pro- 
tection ahall  be  given  to  esoh  company  of  set- 
tlera,  while  putting  up  their  block-hoascs,  and 
a  generttl  protectiOD  ftfterwards,  by  military 
force  kept  in  the  coimtr7.  In  Fuch  block- 
hoosee  the  settlers,  and  atl  others  ia  their  vi- 
cinit}^,  woald  find  proteotion  at  all  seasons,  as 
the  eipDrience  of  the  Western  country  hod 
proven.  Indians  do  not  nse  artillery,  nor  un ' 
dcrdtand  its  nse  j  and  one  hundred  men  could 
cfBcienUy  protect  themselves  within  these 
wooden  fortifications,  sgainst  1,000  Indians. 
It  wonld  be  the  interest  of  the  settlers  to  get 
ihe  lands  into  their  possession  as  soon  aa  pos- 
sible, to  watch  the  marauding  Indian,  and  cap- 
tare  or  destroy  Lim  whenever  he  put  his  head 
ont  of  bis  hammock.  Let  it  not  be  euppowd 
that  if  this  bill  is  passed,  there  will,  be  any 
difficulty  in  finding  men  in  safficient  nnmbers, 
of  stout  hearts  and  willing  hands,  who  will  be 
ready  to  dose  with  its  offers.  The  West  and 
Sootb  still  contain  men  enough  who  are  willing 
to  nndertake,  and  able  to  accomplish  like  deeds 
of  noble  daring  as  distinguished  their  ancestors 
in  days  gone  by  in  their  conflicts  with  the  sav- 
ages. Yes,  sir,  many  of  the  descendants  of  the 
hardy  pioneers  of  the  West  would  gladly  em- 
brace this  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  freehold. 
In  my  own  Btate,  when  a  regiment  of  volun- 
teers was  asked  for  of  two  battalions — for  one 
of  those  battalions  to  consist  of  five  companies 
—eleven  companies  presented  themselves  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous  within  ton  days  from  the 
date  of  the  order  requiring  them,  thoagh  many 
of  them  travelled  more  than  a  hundred  miles ; 
and  fur  the  other  |>atta[ion,  four  or  five  com- 
panies more  than  could  he  accepted,  offered 
themselves.  Although  these  troops  returned 
not  altogether  pleased  with  the  manner  in 
which  things  were  condncted,  a  single  county 
bad  since  Aimished  two  fall  regiments,  and 
were  still  ready  to  volunteer,  on  terms  much 
less  favorable  than  those  offered  by  this  bilL 
There  were  a  great  many  hardy  and  industrious 
men  rouding  in  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama, 
and  Tennessee,  who  were  not  possessed  of  free- 
holds, who  wonld  avail  themselves  of  tho 
terms  of  this  bill  to  acquire  them,  and  defend 
themselves  by  the  strength  of  their  own  arms. 
He  said  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
such  Boil  as  that  represented  to  be  in  this  por- 
tion of  Plorido,  by  the  communication  of  the 
Burgeon  General,  which  was  before  ns  at  the 
last  session,  would  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
ample  competency  for  an  indnstrlona  man  and 
his  family.  A  bounty  so  liberal,  to  be  obtain- 
ed, probably,  by  otie  or  two  years'  honorable 
military  aervice,  at  intervals,  (for  it  was  not 
intended  that  they  should  be  continually  la 
service  thronghont  the  year,)  would  hold  cut 
strong  indncementa  to  the  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing ;  and  he  wonld  not  be  surprised  to  see 
battalions  or  Tegmenta  going  forth,  almost  in 
bodies,  to  secure  its  advantages. 

Ur.  O.  said  he  could  not  doobt  that  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  bill  was  practicable,  and  that 
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it  would  be  carried  into  effect.  He  said  it  waa 
in  thismanncrthataloive  portion  of  the  Weat- 
em  country  had  been  settled  and  reclaimed  from 
tho  occupancy  of  hostile  bands  of  Indians,  and 
with  less  aid  and  protection  from  Government 
than  was  offered  in  this  bill,  nsmany  who  were 
now  living  could  attest.  He  was  unwilling  to 
believe  that  we  hod  so  far  degenerated  in 
courage,  tact,  or  energy,  that  the  present  age 
was  unequal  to  the  achievement  of  victory  and 
conquest  over,  comparatively,  a  handfol  of 
savages,  cut  off,  as  they  were,  from  the  assist- 
ance of  any  other  people. 

But,  said  Mr.-O.,  if  the  prospect  of  success 
were  less  encouraging,  the  plan  is  worth  an 
experiment.  If  it  should  fail,  it  will  cost  a 
comparatively  trifiing  expenditure.  We  have 
tried  all  the  ordinary  modes  of  warfare,  without 
subduing  or  expelling  the  enemy.  We  have 
had  all  our  principal  officers  there,  and  all  their 
efforts  hare  resulted  unsuccessfully.  The  oEB- 
c«r  who  has  commanded  them  during  the  last 
campaign,  and  who  bos  been  so  highly  extolled 
for  his  gallantry  and  skill,  is  opposed  to  a  re- 
newal of  the  war,  on  the  system  heretofore 
pursued.  Shall  we  submit,  iagloriously,  to  a 
mere  remnant  of  a  paltry  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
suffer  them  to  remain  masters  of  a  valuable 
portion  of  our  territory,  perpetrating  their  sav- 
age cruelties,  and  marauding  upon  our  fellow- 
citizens  with  impunity,  and  without  restraint! 
Or  shall  we  incur  the  expense  of  tho  enonnpos 
addition  to  our  military  establishment  which 
has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina?  Or  shall  we  adopt  the  meas- 
ure now  under  consideration  t  Ifr.  0.  said 
he  could  not  hesitate  in  giving  his  decided  pref- 
erence to  the  latter ;  believing  it  would  result 
in  the  conquest  of  the  country,  and  the  removal 
of  the  only  tribe  of  warlike  Indians  now  cast 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Under  similar  circumstances,  and  with  snch 
views,  the  bill  received  his  support  ot  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  when  it  passed  the  Senate. 
He  would  again  vote  for  it,  and  trusted  it 
wonld  now  receive  tbo  support  of  a  minority 
of  tho  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroswd 
for  a  third  reading. 


TncBSDAT,  January  9. 
Armed  Ocevpatian  of  Florida, 
The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ent  of  that  part  of  Florida  now  overrun  by 
hostile  bands  of  marauding  Indiiuis,  was  taken 
np  on  its  tliird  reading,  and  Messrs.  CBimH- 
DKir,  PiBBOB,  and  Pbeston,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate at  length  on  tbe  snbJecL 

Mr.  Cbittendkh  rose  and  s^d ;  The  Florida 
war  has  become  a  matter  of  distingulded  im- 
portance, and  the  measure  which  is  now  under 
consideration  is  therefore  entitled  to  our 
soberest  and  most  deliberate  regard.  In  the 
various    disappointments    which    have    been 
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eiperieooed  ot  oor  bopes  of  the  tcrmioation 
of  Iheah  hoBtilitiea,  we  hare  east  sboot  enr 
minda  for  tbe  reaaona  of  thU  protracted  hostility, 
and  for  the  meant  bj  wnicb  it  might  be 
broDgjit  to  an  end.  Notwithstanding  theae 
dkappointmenta,  I  had  indulged  tbe  hopa  at 
one  ttine  of  the  qniet  aettlement  of  the  Terri- 
tor;,  bj  aome  mean*  within  the  nsnal  and 
legitimate  powers  of  this  GoTemment.  Bat 
from  this  mewure  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one 
good  result  to  be  anticipated,  and  I  think  the 
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bill  on^t  not  to  pass. 

Hr.  Preaident,  every  ea 
<aaj,  of  humanltj,  and  of  honor,  requires  that 


r  ctHiaideration  of  eeon- 


thia  war  aboold  be  apeedilT'  terminated  hj  tbe 
moat  effeotnal  measnree  within  the  power  of 
this  Government ;  mid  there  will  be  verj  great 
danger  that  inelfeotnal  or  alow  measore  will 
have  a  tendeno;  to  prevent  the  adoption  and 
prosecntion  of  measures  more  efTectnal.  Tbe, 
adoption  of  on  inefficient  measure,  therefore, 
would  be  nnfortonate,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  positive  nselenneas,  bat  on  aocanat  of  Ita 
diverting  the  Government  of  the  country  from 
means  which  might  be  nted  ancoeaafdly  to 
terminate  the  war, 

Euw  ftu-,  then,  ][r.  Frerideut,  is  this  bill 
calculated  to  effect  the  attainment  of  tbia 
object.  An  invitation  is  here  to  tie  sent  out  to 
10,000  settlers  abie  to  bear  ivms,  and  they  are 
to  occupy — whatf  Ih  it  the  forests,  the 
havmocKB,  the  paths,  or  even  the  most  secure 

Sirtions  of  tbe  country  in  its  natural  atate  t 
o,  sir ;  they  are  to  oocupy  places  of  defence, 
Ihey  are  to  pat  up  in  block-houses,  and  even 
then  tbey  are  to  be  uded  by  the  military  forces 
of  thla  Government.  They  are  to  receive, 
even  in  these  gorriiiona,  the  prot«otion  of  the 
militfuy  of  the  United  Btates.  The  number 
of  settlers  in  each  garrison  is' not  to  be  leas 
than  40  nor  more  than  100.  Suppose  you 
get  over  6,000  settlers;  it  will  require  one 
bnndred  garrisons,  and  fastneases  to  be  occnpied 
by  them ;  and  tbey  are  to  construct  tuese 
defences  by  tbe  aid  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
Btottt,  with  special  protection  from  them  at 
first,  and  genera]  protection  Bft«rwardiL  Ton 
are  first  to  bring  these  companies  of  armed 
settlers  into  eiiatenoe ;  then  you  are  to  con- 
■trnct  100  fortificaLiona  for  them  by  the  aid  of 
your  military,  and  you  are  to  protect  them  by 
means  of  the  military.  Sir,  can  all  thia  be 
done  in  twelve  montha  I  To  effect  this  measure, 
therefore,  the  war  must  be  suspended  fur  one 
year,  while  yon  prepare  the  moans  of  fortresses 
and  garrisons,  ana  carry  on  the  war  after 
that.  Heretofore,  the  military  have  acted  to 
protect  the  frontiers  of  the  settlements.  Now, 
in  the  heart  of  the  eetUementa,  you  are  to  build 
100  fortresses.  And  what  military  will  it 
require!  Will  tbe  whole  be  more  than  is 
necessary!  Ton  have  devoted  their  services 
to  a  new  oliject  altogether.  Will  it  reqnire 
the  whole  force  now  to  guard  the  settlers  shut 
ap  in  garrbonsf 
By  the  first  wction  of  the  UU  UieM  indlvid- 
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nail  are  called  lettlera.  Bat  in  what  sense  t 
They  are  re<juired  by  tiie  terms  of  tbe  biQ  to 
inhabit  gamarma,  and  to  carry  on  a  savage 
warfare  nnder  the  protection  of  your  military, 
in  perfect  security,  in  impr^nable  fortnesea, 
viUi  the  addition  of  a  military  force.  And 
they  are  thus  to  remain  in  idleness  and  seonrity 
—till  when!  Till  the  termination  ofUiewar. 
And  the  whole  lime  tbey  are  to  be  fed  and 
clothed  at  your  expense.  And  to  do  what) 
Nothing ;  absolntely  nothing.  They  are  to  be 
given  the  free  use  of  the  land  o^acoit  for  cul- 
tivation. Hot  to  what  extent  inll  they  oolti- 
vate  it  t  What  is  the  indnoement  for  Uwm  to 
labor,  even  without  danger  I  Kr,  yon  have 
taken  away  the  only  inducement  which  civil- 
iied  men  ought  to  have.  You  have  agreed  to 
feed  and  clothe  them,  and  for  what  die  will 
they  labor  I  Will  jou  send  them  into  a 
dongerooB  wilderness,  and  hM  out  to  them 
the  inducements  of  merely  ruring  prodnctkats 
for  a  profluble  market)  What  motive  ta 
action  have  you  left  to  suoh  a  settler!  Ton 
feed  and  cloUie  him,  for  which  he  is  required 
to  perform  no  service,     Bir.  will  he  i 
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Bvage  either  to  catch  him 


to  dnve  him  out!  No,  air,  no,  sir;  they 
will  all  occupy  their  garrisons,  receiving  oa  a 
gift  their  fooa  and  elotLioK,  and  there  they  will 
do  nothing  till  the  war  is  ended.  Tbey  will 
remain  under  a  coDScionsneM  of  perfect  security. 
They  are  required  to  do  ootbuig.  Why  Qien 
should  they  seek  (he  Indiana!  Th^  will  not 
be  required  to  do  ao  by  the  law,  and  why 
should  they  do  it  I  If  they  do  it  at  all,  it  win 
be  from  a  mere  spirit  of  vijuntary  adventare. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  tbot  we  should  make 
a  great  miscalcuUtion  if  we  should  suMwea 
these  garrison  citizens  of  yours  to  resemble,  in 
any  degree,  the  hardy  and  resolute  pioneHi 
of  the  West.  They  drove  ont  tbe  savages; 
bnt  what  was  the  induoeuMnt  there!  In  the 
first  plorce,  while  receiving  no  bounty  or  sop- 
ply  from  the  Government,  with  a  determined 
spirit  they  entered  the  wildeniesa,  with  wife 
and  children,  without  any  means  of  subristenee 
bnt  tlie  rifie  and  the  plough;  and  if  they 
cleared  and  cultivated  fields,  it  was  necenaiy 
to  war  with  the  savage  even  beyond  their 
bounds.  Intbatwa;,  with  the  rifie  and  {dou^ 
hwether,  they  subdued  and  settled  tbitf  grMt 
wildemets.  But  you  have  not  therefore  any 
right  to  expect  that  men  secored  in  nrriscHu, 
ahut  up  and  protected,  fed  with  public  proris- 
ions,  clothed  at  the  public  expens^  taken  care 
of  by  the  public  anus,  and  even  with  hopes  of 
reward  for  all  this  passive  security  and  «ule- 
nMioe--sir,  you  have  no  right  to  eipeet  fnm 
tbem  any  thing  like  tbe  efficient  servioes  and 
^lant  achievements  of  the  pioneer*  of  the 
West.  Yon  throw  away  at  the  outset  all  the 
indnoeroents  which  led  to  such  resolta,  and 
you  have,  therefore,  no  right  to  expect  them. 
Sir,  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  thu  measure 
will  f^  to  ocoompliah  any  nseftil  and  p«triotifl 
otjeot. 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  GOMaRESS. 


IrSw.] 


AnndOeatp^im  of  Florida. 


Sir,  whoever  vu  the  Mithor  of  tbis  bill,  it 
irill  uatnran^  tend  to  the  resolts  -which  I  haye 
umed.  It  may  be  &  qnestion,  indeed,  whether 
■117  thing  efibctnal  c&n  be  done  Tor  the  prompt 
■nd  qniet  settlement  of  Florida.  Perhaps  it 
cannot  be  RetUed  as  the  West  was  Mttlad ; 
but  whether  it  can  be,  or  not,  I  am  perfectlj 
penaaded  of  the  inefiScienoj'  of  this  mesmre. 
It  is  for  worse  than  idle  and  oteleiB.  The  in- 
doeementi  whioh  7011  hold  forth  for  settlers 
■re  BOoh  as  will  address  themwlTes  most 
itronglj  to  the  most  idle  and  worthless  classes 
<tf  onr  citizens.  And  when  joxl  get  them 
tlier^  ;oa  cannot,  bj  the  method  70a  propoce, 
alter  Uieir  charactOT,  except  tbr  the  worse. 
Vhat  men  of  indostr^r  and  enterprise  will 
engtue  for  twelve  months,  and  with  the  liope 
of  clothing  and  food,  to  be  collected  into 
squads,  to  be  immnred  in  garrisons,  shut  up 
fiora  all  those  salatarj  inflnenoee  which  arise 
from  good  order  and  morals  in  sodetr  t  Sir, 
what  can  700  expect  trwa  those  that  are 
brought  together  b7  snoh  indaoements,  and  to 
Uto  such  a  lifet  There  is  more  reason  to 
bdiere  that  the7  themselves  will  be  converted 
Into  savages,  than  that  the7  will  drive  the 
savages  ttiaa  the  TeiTitor7. 

Sir,  I  wonld  not  exaggerate ;  I  wonld  ntter 
nolhuig  fktm  part7  pi^adice.  But  what  do 
jon  expect  from  diis  measnre!  Let  gentle- 
men aak  themselves  this  qnestion ;  and  then 
let  them  ask  farther,  do  70D  expect  ao7  ser- 
vice from  these  men  adequate  to  the  expense ) 
If  to  be  shut  up  in  garrisons,  to  be  fed  and 
clothed  at  the  pablio  expense — if  this  is  poblio 
■erriee — then  pablio  service  will  doobtless 
be  done.  And  what  are  7011  to  pa^  for  itt 
Yon  ore  to  give  to  each  of  these  men  S20  acres 
of  land  at  the  ooDclasion  of  hostilities;  and,  if 
tberoare  10.000  of  them  engsged  in  thisseden- 
tar7  wrvioe,  th«r  whole  (sonpensation  will  be 
8,300,000  acres  of  land.  And  that  will  be  its 
valoet  Will  it  be  less  than  from  five  to  teu 
ndliions  of  doIlatB)  Sir,  the  privilege  of 
selecting  8,000,000  tKm  80,000,000  acres  of 
laod-^s  not  this  itself  a  privilege  worth  $10, 000- 
000 1  Is  ^lii  the  best  waj  to  appl7  the  pablio 
proMrt7t  Ifitisoot,  70Dotiglitnot8otoq>pl7 
It.  too  are  the  gnardianaoftiie  pablio  interests; 
and  70a  are  therefore  called  upon  to  decide 
wlirther  this  is  the  best  wa7  to  i4ipl7  this 
■moant  of  propert7, 

Bnt  let  me  take  another  view  of  the  sab- 
ject  If  this  bill  could  ]>e  carried  out,  and  if 
eadi  of  these  men  wonld  make  a  settlement 
on  his  land  os  his  resource  and  fhtnre  home, 
there  wonld  be  at  least  some  consolation  for 
this  loss  of  the  public  propert7.  We  might, 
tt  least,  tbns  help  in  raising  up  osefld  and 
nspectable  citizens.  But  do  7Da  remember, 
■ir,  that  in  7onr  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
Ton  offered  as  a  bonnt7  to  etch  of  7onr  soldiers 
110  acres  of  good  land  all  St  for  cultivation, 
to  be  ■nrve7ed  and  laid  off  at  the  expense  of 
the  Oovemment?  And  what  beoame  of  the 
ludt    Did  7onr  soldiers  after  the  war  retire 


to  the  homes  70a  had  tbns  provided  for  them  f 
JMd  the7  become  freeholders,  converting  their 
arms  into  plooghsbares?  Did  the7  go  to  work 
on  their  boaiit7  lands)  Ko,  sir;  ever7  gen- 
Ueman  here  knows,  that  almost  tiie  whole 
of  this  portion  of  the  pablio  domain  was 
squandered  and  given  awa7  bj  these  prospec- 
tive settlers,  tbrongh  specolation  and  fraudu- 
lent bargains,  from  one  end  of  the  conntiy  to 
the  other.  These  claims  were  to  be  had  in  an7 
number  70a  pleased,  at  an7  of  the  auctioneers' 
or  brokers'  shops  in  this  cit7,  at  from  $20  to 
too  each.  That  was  then  the  result,  and, 
depend  npon  it,  these  820  acres  which  70U  are 
to  give  to  each  settler  in  this  case,  will  be 
Bwallowed  np  in  the  vortex  of  eiactlj  the 
same  sort  of  speculation.  Had  ite  not  then 
better  adopt  another  mode  f  Let  as  pa7  them 
as  we  pay  oar  regular  soldiers.  The  pay  in 
mone7  Is  fixed  and  certain ;  but  here  70U  give 
land,  which  is  uncertain ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  the  soldiers,  or  rather  the  speoolators, 
wiU,  on  Uie  whole,  alwa7s  ^  the  advantage  of 
us.  Why,  then,  adopt  this  mode!  Are  yon 
unable  to  raise  money  for  this  war  t  Con  70D 
get  enough  neither  of  the  oonstitutiooal  cur- 
rency nor  of  Treasury  notes,  to  keep  up  a  strife 
with  SOO  or  TOO  miserable  savages)  Is  that 
tlie  condition  to  which  we  are  reduced  t  Sir, 
If  this  system  is  adopted,  and  these  men  must 
be  paid,  without  any  service  in  return,  let 
them  be  paid  in  money ;  it  is  but  equal  Jus- 
tice to  them,  and  to  the  rest  of  your  soldiers; 
and  you  will  know  then  what  yon  are  giving, 
which  now  you  do  not.  On  this  plan,  one 
settler  ma7  get  what  ten  more  will  ilot  get. 
And  the  measure  is  uniost  to  the  Bepumic, 
because  the  expense  will,  on  the  whole,  be  . 
more  than  if  paid  in  money.  It  is  unjust, 
ftuther,  because  it  will  resolt  iu  an  advantage 
to  the  monopolists  of  land.  While  7oar  own 
lands  are  settled  at  the  usual  price,  these  8,000,- 
000  will  be  within  the  grasp  of  speculators 
for  some  $40  or  ISO  or  $100  a  patent  for  SC>0 

The  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  (Ur.  Pbb»- 
toh)  has  s^d  neerly  all  that  can  be  siud  on  this 
snl^ect.  I  believe  with  him,  that  this  measure 
will  not  be  suocessfal  in  the  termination  of  the 
war.  The  war  has  been  now  ia  progress  fbur 
yeart^  and  to  this  da7  there  is  no  end  of  it  to 
be  seen ;  and  unless  this,  like  all  things  earthl7, 
must  end,  we  might  say  that  we  are  now  as 
far  from  the  end  of  it  as  ever.  Yet  we  have 
H]read7  spent  $36,000,000,  and  how  much  of 
life  and  olood  I  cannot  sum  up.  During  the 
whole  period.  Congress  has  done  ever7  tJung 
that  has  been  oollM  for.  Sir,  has  the  Depart- 
ment made  a  single  demand  of  moae7  or  of 
men  whioh  has  not  l>een  granted)  Of  mane7 
and  of  military  no  amount  bos  been  asked  fbr 
that  has  not  been  promptly  granted.  Under 
theee  circumstances,  has  not  the  nation  a  right 
to  ask  whether  the  war  shall  still  go  on  at  yet 
more  than  this  disgraceful  length.  We  have 
given  all  that  the  Exeontire  anthorittes  asked,  as 
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ranch  and  as  soon  as  they  asked  it  Why, 
tbeo,  have  thoy  not  finished  the  warf  Have 
tlie  troops  Mled  to  miunt^n  their  ohoraoter 
in  the  view  of  the  country,  or  to  perform  their 
dnty  to  the  Goremment,  throngh  want  of 
spirit,  brarery,  or  perseTeranceT  Can  yon 
attribute  this  failure  to  the  troops!  Sir,  no 
country  ever  had  braver  soldiery,  and  braver 
ha^e  never  been  in  the  American  service. 
Distant,  inglorioas,  and  obscore  as  is  the  scene 
of  action,  they  have  gone  on  throngh  difficulty 
and  danger;  not  a  mnrmur  was  heard;  and 
they  have  endared  and  died  in  your  service 
without  a  groan,  cnt  off  by  the  climate  and  the 
enemy ;  falling  nnknown  and  nnheard  of, 
obscurely  swalEowed  np  in  that  voitei.  Tonr 
soldiery  now,  and  heretofore,  have  done  and 
endured  enongh  to  weave  a  laurel  worthy  of 
the  brow  of  this  Republic.  Tliey  have  there 
shed  their  blood,  and  deposited  their  bodies 
on  the  soil ;  and  what  do  we  find  for  such  a 
sacrifice!  Where  are  now  the  public  lanrelsl 
Are  there  any  of  them  1  Not  a  leaf,  and  what 
is  the  reason  t  If  we  have  given  all  that  has 
been  asked;  if  the  soldiery  have  well  and 
bravely  done  their  dnty,  where  are  we  to  look 
for  the  responsibility  for  all  this  disgrace  t 
Who  is  accountable  for  this  disastrous  war — or 
this  long-protracted  public  ignominy  t  Sir,  I 
know  of  no  other  than  the  Secretary  of  War. 
We  are  not  competent  to  determine  on  the 
movements  and  operations  of  the  war,  or  of 
the  skill  of  this  or  that  manisuvre,  or  of  the 
qualification B  and  conduct  of  one  and  another 
general ;  and  wo  cannot  look  to  them ;  we 
must  look  to  the  head  of  the  deportment,  who 
manages  and  regnlates  all,  I  look  not  to  this 
or  that  action,  or  the  army,  or  the  partlcnlar 
year;  but  I  look  at  the  Kenersl  aspect  and 
prioress  ofthewu;  and  I  look  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  as  responsible  for  these  genera! 
results.  In  his  hands  we  have  placed  the 
means  of  the  war,  plenty  of  men  and  money ; 
he  has  had  the  Treasury  and  the  whole  military 
power  of  Oie  country  at  his  command  for 
tbur  years.  And  what  has  he  donet  Look 
at  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Ho 
there  says  4d,000  miles  of  your  territory  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  savages,  and  the  enemy 
retains  it  after  a  four  years'  war.  You  are 
staggering,  exhausted,  under  what  will  not 
bear  the  name  of  war— a  skirmish  with  600 
savages  f  And  are  the  means  not  enough  ?  If 
they  are  not,  why  not  ask  for  more)  If  the 
means  are  insufficient  we  ought  to  have  known 
it ;  it  b  a  matter  wliioh  not  we,  but  the  Secre- 
tory of  War,  is  to  determine.  If  four  or  five 
thonsand  men  were  ineffectual,  was  it  not  his 
business  to  know  it?  If  SO.OOO  men  wore 
wauted,  we  ought  to  have  known  it  from  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Why,  then,  did  he  not  call 
upon  ust  Would  not  the  expenses  have  been 
less  in  a  few  months,  with  20,000  men,  than 
to  continue  thne  feebly  and  ineffectually  to 
squander  yonr  treasure?  Sir,  I  speak  of  this 
as  a  natioaal  ndsfortnne,  not  mmiixed  with  | 
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shame  and  dishonor,  which  never  existed  to 
snch  a  degreo  since  we  were  a  nation.  This 
war  is  unexampled  in  point  of  expense  and 
bloodahed,  with  an  enemy  bo  small,  and  not 
only  with  no  glory,  bnt  pnblio  diagrace.  I 
desire  that  the  whole  history  of  this  war  may 
be  given,  so  that  it  may  be  shown  whether 
there  is  any  apology  for  the  Secretary  of  War ; 
and,  if  it  sbonld  appear  that  his  condmct  is 
Justified  by  the  circumstances,  give  hi^  at  least 
that  advantage.  There  is  no  nation  that 
would  not  do  It.  Bat  we  ought  to  weigh  this 
matter  well  before  we  take  it  into  our  own  handa, 
and  oat  of  those  of  the  Executive,  to  relieve 
him  of  the  disgrace  and  responsibility,  and 
bring  them  npon  oarselves.  If  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  regarded  this  matter  as  a  trifle  for 
fonr  years,  is  he  now  awakened  to  a  conscious- 
ness of  his  past  error  ?  And  is  he  now  pre- 
pared with  plans  to  put  an  end  to  it  t 

And  what  are  those  plana  ?  Sir,  his  expla- 
nation of  them  is  about  eqnal  to  the  war  itself, 
lie  says,  befbre  the  war  is  bronght  to  a  con- 
clusion, it  may  require  other  means  than  have 
yet  been  tried.  But  what  are  they?  Under 
this  vague  communication  what  docs  the  Sec- 
retaiT  propose  I  IIos  be  yet  any  definite  idea 
on  tJie  snojoct?  Or,  by  his  ambiguities  and 
oracular  mysterionsness,  does  he  mean  to  keep 
the  way  open  for  other  schemes,  and  other 
means,  which  be  fears  must  yet  be  tried 
before  the  war  will  end  f  In  that  conclusion 
we  will  all  concur  with  bim;  but  we  should 
like  to  have  known  what  tliose  otlicr  moans 
I.  Sir,  I  would  not  dictate  what  he  ia  to  do 
this  war,  bnt  I  demand  his  plan,  and  I  aay 
i  nation  has  suffered  enough  by  these  vague 
and  irregnloT  proceedings.  What  is  his  plaA  ? 
And  how  many  men,  and  how  much  money, 
does  he  want  to  carry  it  into  execution  I  Let 
him  take  them,  and  be  responsible  for  the 
results.  This  is  the  way  in  which  all  Ooveni- 
menta  proceed. 
His  other  means  are  yet  locked  up  as  the 
cane  of  state.  There  is,  indeed,  a  suggestion 
the  Uesaaee,  that  he  will  want  1,000  more 
_en.  But  uese  are  not  other  means.  He 
says,  ftirlhermore,  that  from  this  hill  he  ex- 
pects very  beneficial  resnlts.  And  that  is  alL 
Beneficial  results  I  and  he  wants  a  thousand 
ore  men,  and  other  means  may  be  raised! 
Sir,  believe  me  that  it  affords  me  no  plea»- 
e  to  make  imputations  on  any  person ;  but 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  make  tJiem  where  it  seems 
to  be  required.  Still  I  would  rather  now  deal 
with  tjie  subject  than  with  the  Secretary. 
But  we  can  look  only  to  tiie  Secretary  fiH"  the 
loss  of  $86,000,000,  for  the  great  amount  of 
national  character  that  is  gone,  and  for  the  much 
blood  thathasbeonshed.  Sir,  the  Secretary  te|la 
ns  that  46,000  miles  of  our  territory  is  in  the 
enemy's  possession ;  and  to  far  ftom  our 
making  any  encroaohments  upon  them,  they 
ravage  and  min  onr  settlements,  with  murder 
and  fire,  along  the  whole  fh>ntier.  Ia  not  tbia 
a  dispWM  ?    And  ought  we  not  to  wipe  it  out 
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UMOn  as  possible  t  I  beliaTeUusbiliianDt  the 
most  adaqtute  means  of  doing  it  The  exlgeooy 
demsodB  otber  meuis,  irtuob  ire  oaght  to 
^iplf.  I  will  not  saf  bat  it  would  b«  better 
to  adopt  tbe  mode  of  catohiiig,  ioataad  of  kill- 
ioff;  and,  in  that  case,  I  wonld  advise  yon  to 
o^  (1,000  reward  for  every  one  of  the 
Indiana  that  shall  be  taken  as  a  prisoner. 
That  would  be  an  indQcemeat ;  and,  thoOKh  I 
pretend  not  to  prophesy,  1  am  not  afraid  to 
ventore  that  mob  a  meosnre  would  be  very 
effectnal.  Uen  wonldthencngage  in  the  enter- 
prise of  tbe  exact  oharaoter  required.  They 
wonld  inhabit  no  garrison ;  they  would  not 
sleep  ID  peace  and  security,  fnTnished  at  the 
public  expense  with  provisions  and  clothes. 
They  wonld  boiard  uieir  lives  to  seek  the 
enemy,  and  their  whole  object  would  be  to 
find  them,  withoat  which  their  whole  labor  and 
peril  wodd  be  lost.  And,  if  they  caught  tbem 
at  all,  it  would  be  at  a  pabtio  expense  of  only 
aome  thousands,  instead  of  millions. 

Sir,  I  beg  pardon  of  the  Senate  fbr  the  time 
I  have  occupied  on  this  subject;  but  I  have 
been  impelled  to  it  by  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  I  have 
spoken  from  no  personal  spirit  of  asperity 
toward  aqj  human  being,  but  merely  out  of 
feelings  of  sorrow  and  regret  at  this  unhappy 
and  nnfortnnate  warfare.  We  are  all  equally 
intent  to  adopt  the  best  mode  of  ending  it,  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  no  less,  than 
oihers.  They  were  almost  simultaneously 
commmced,  and  almost  the  whole  of  Mr.  Van 
Boren's  term  has  been  consumed  upon  this 
war.  And  those  who  regard  this  Administra- 
tion like  a  bright  luniiDary,  shining  on  the 
footsteps  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  must 
at  least  admit  that  this  Florida  war  is  a  black 
and  bloody  spot  upon  it ;  nay,  that  it  surrounda 
it  like  a  black  line,  blotting  it  out,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  some — a  consummation  which 
the  friends  of  tbe  AdmiDistration  will  think  is 
most  devoutly  to  be  avoided.  I  therefore 
think  it  best  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  his  plan  as  to  this  war,  and  let  him  tell  ns 
how  many  men  and  how  much  money  are 
wanted,  and  thus  leave  the  matter  to  the  proper 
depitrtment,  taking  the  jnst  decree  responsibility 
by  snggetfina  a  pkn,  and  askma  for  the  means 
to  cany  it  mto  effect.  I  think  it  the  mora 
appropriate  and  jodioiona  conrae. 

Mr.  PncBoi  said:  Having  determined  to 
support  thia  bill,  not  withont  some  hesitation, 
it  was  my  intention,  after  the  fall  and  minute 
exposition  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  MiUtary  Affairs,  (Hr.  Bentoit,)  to 
|ive  a  silent  vote ;  and  I  should  have  done  so, 
DQt  fur  the  extraordinary  course  of  argument 
pursued  on  the  other  side,  and  the  sweeping 
oeaunciations  of  the  Executive  in  which  ^ntle- 
men  have  ehoeen  to  indolge — denuicisliMia 
Vhich  I  cannot  but  r^ard  as  wholly  unwar- 
ranted and  nt^DHt.  If  Senators  will  withdraw 
Utdr  thooghts  fimm  these  general  charges 
ct  a  want  of  leal,  forecast,  and  energy  on  the 
ptrt  of  tbe  Exeontive — lay  aside  all  pr^odioes 
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whioh  such  charges  may  be  calculated  to  engen- 
der— and  consider  for  a  few  momenta  the 
nature  of  the  territory  In  whioh  our  troops 
have  operated,  and  must  continue  to  operate 
— the  cnaraoter  of  the  foe — our  present  meansi 
and  the  condition  of  ilmt  country — they  will  be 
more  likely  to  do  justice  to  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual now  at  the  head  of  tbe  War  Departmenti 
whose  conduct  In  relation  to  the  operatiooa 
OQ  that  ill-bted  peniosuln,  I  have,  during  thia 
debate  heard  censured  for  tlie  first  time,  and- 
much  more  likely  to  adopt  those  legislative 
measures  which  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  wiUi 
a  fiill  view  of  all  the  difficulties  and  embarroas- 
menta  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  may  re- 
quire. There  is  much  truth  in  the  remark  of 
Gen.  8t  Olur  in  the  introduction  to  the  his- 
tory of  his  own  disastrous  Indian  campaign. 
He  says :  "  In  military  aSiurs,  blame  is  almost 
always  attached  to  misfortune;  for  the  great- 
est part  of  those  who  judge  (and  all  will  judge) 
have  no  rule  to  guide  tnem  bat  the  event," 
Now,  sir,  in  this  oountry,  there  has  never 
been  a  case  where  the  event  of  mUitary  opera- 
tions was  so  much  oaloulated  to  lead  llie  mind 


That  the  Florida  war  has,  in  all  its  aspects, 
been  most  disastrous  and  melancholy,  many 
of  us  feci — all  are  ready  to  admit.  The  blood 
of  our  patriotic  citizens  has  been  poured  out 
there  liTte  water,  the  lives  of  many  of  our 
noblest  officers  and  faithAil  soldiers  have  been 
sacrificed,  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  have 
been  drained  in  a  hitherto  fruitless  attempt  to 
remove  cruel,  artf\il,  and  treacherous  bands  of 
savages,  whom  no  treaty  obligations  can  bind, 
and  whose  tender  mercies  are  manifested  in  the 
deliberate  and  indiscrimiuate  murder  of  helpless 
infanta  and  defenceless  mothers.  Now  that 
portions  of  our  army,  varying  from  foar  to  ten 
thousand  men,  should  have  been,  during  the 
last  five  years,  within  our  own  territory,  in  a 
conflict  with  remnants  of  savage  tribes,  not 
embracing  at  any  time,  it  is  believed,  more 
than  twelve  pr  fifteen  hundred  warriors ;  and 
that,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  roads  and  im- 
provements whioh  nave  been  made,  tbe  geo- 
graphical knowledge  that  has  been  aoqnired, 
and  the  experience  gained,  which,  I  trust, 
we  shall  not  be  disposed  to  di8r»^ard,  we  are 
in  a  condition  hardly  better  than  thot  wbidt 
colled  our  troops  there  in  the  first  instance,  is 
oertunly  very  extraordinary  upon  the  face  of 
it ;  and  yet,  if  gentlemen,  here  and  elsewhere, 
will  carefiilly  examine  this  map,  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  topograpiiy  uf  the 
country,  and  notice  the  fact  that,  below  a 
line  drawn  from  Tumpa  Bay  to  a  point  near 
New  Smyrna,  nothing  was  known  to  any 
white  man  of  this  immense  territory;  that  it 
was  wholly  unexplored  except  by  the  savage. 
who  was  familiar  with  all  its  recesses  and 
fastnesses;  that  in  almost  every  direction  it 
was  impassable  for  troops,  and  especially  for 
baggage  trains ;    that  fbr   long   distances  to- 
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gether  a  oolnmn  could  not  advanoBj  vritJiont 
ooTutnictiiig  cordaro7  mods;  that,  in  ooqm- 
qaenoe  of  the  dewil<r  diaate,  the  active  cam- 
paigai  coDld  only  be  contianed  from  October 
to  April ;  that  the  foe  woald  show  himwlf  bnt 
at  placet  where  he  conld  not  bereaobed,  except 
at  tbe  greatest  diaadTsntage ;  and  that  hU 
force  hu  dlwajiB  been  dlTid«d,  and  scattered 
over  thh  extent  of  46,000  square  miles,  their 
Tonder  at  thin  want  of  sncoew  will  cease. 
They  will  we  that  it  has  arisen  from  ostnral 
oaoiea,  from  eaDBea  which  no  hnnun  aagaeitj 
oonld  foresee,  turn  a^e,  or  overoome.  The  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  ude,  I  have  bem  pleased  to  no- 
tice, have  done  Jattice  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  served  in  those  campaigns.  Never 
was  commendation  bett«r  merited.  Kever 
were  men  sent  into  snoh  a  deadiy  climate,  upon 
snchdiahearteniEg,  thankless  service.  There  is, 
and  has  been,  nothing  to  stimulate  individual 
ambition,  and  the  dangers  of  the  climate  alone 
have  equalled  all  the  dangers  of  active  cam- 
plugns  nnder  ordinary  circnmstanoes.  Still 
the  spirit  of  our  countrymen  has  not  been 
wanting,  even  there.  A  Bin^e  instance  of 
■hrinkingfrom  duty  or  from  danger;  asinglein- 
•tanoe  where  the  fight  hoa  not  been  sought  when 
there  was  a  prospect  of  bringing  on  an  engage- 
ment ;  a  single  instance,  in  a  word,  where  a  aol- 
dier'sduty  has  not  been  performed  in  a  manner 
becoming  a  soldier  of  the  Republic,  has  not 
come  to  mj  knowledge.  No,  sir :  surrounded 
by  disadvantages,  ana  environed  by  cironm- 
stances  chilling  to  military  ardor,  these  has 
been  on  all  oocasiona  an  exhibition  of  bravery, 
of  cool,  determined  courage  and  patient  en- 
durance, not  surpassed  in  uie  history  of  any 
warfare.  Here,  at  least,  we  concur  in  ascribing 
no  fault,  in  passing  no  censure. 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  me,  if 
Senators  could  have  regarded  the  oondnct 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  a  mmilar  spirit,  be- 
caoae,  to  any  generous  mind,  it  is  punfal  to  be 
forced  upon  subjects  of  oensnre;  and  in  thia 
instance,  I  believe  the  fonndation  of  the 
charges  to  be  entirely  imaginary.  If  the  Secre- 
tary is  to  be  held  accountable  for  the  disasters 
of  that  war,  it  is  important  to  him  and  to  the 
country,  that  these    denunciations  assame    a 


answer.  Now,  sir,  I  call  upon  tbe  Senators 
from  Sonth  Oarolina  and  Kentucky,  (Heasrs. 
PRBeroN  and  Crittendbn.)  to  inform  us  where 
they  find  the  evidence  of  the  Secretary's  im- 
potCQCH  and  want  of  energy;  where  and  on 
what  particular  occasions  baa  it  been  mani- 
fested. From  the  date  of  hia  Brst  official  letter 
to  Qeneral  Jesup,  in  March  18ST,  to  the  present 
time,  do  gentlemen  find  any  thing  to  censure 
in  the  instmoUons  given  to  the  different  com- 
manding officers  in  Florida  ?  If  so,  what  in- 
structions ?  Do  they  ot^ect  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  Secretary  in  his  various  reports,  except 
that  in  relation  to  the  measure  now  under  con- 
aideratioDt    If  so,  let  them  be  indioated.    We 


shall  then  have  something  to  direct  our  in- 
qairie&something  upon  which  the  Judgment  can 
rest.  But  now  we  can  only  meet  these  general 
charges  by  aa  broad  and  general  denifUa,  and 
snpport  such  denials  by  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  SenaU  to  what  the  Secretary  has 
done.  To  this,  without  reading  copious  ex- 
tracts from  the  documents  on  your  files,  I  ahall 
briefly  advert. 

Boon  after  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  hia 
oSce,  he  received  from  General  Jesop  intelli- 
gence that  the  war  In  Florida  was  over,  noleaa 
renewed  by  the  impmdence  of  tbe  inhabitants. 
This  hope  proved,  like  similar  hopes  pre- 
vionsly  indulged — illusory.  In  the  Augnst 
foUowing  propositioua  were  made  egaia  by 
several  of  the  ohie&  for  peace;  bnt  tbe  Secre- 
tary, as  the  correspondence  and  public  docu- 
ments abundantly  abow,  was  not  turned  aside 
for  a  moment  from  his  purpose  of  terminating 
the  war.  In  the  campaign  of  1837-'38,  if  a 
Btrong  force,  abundant  supplies,  munitiona 
promptly  fnniished,  and  all  the  facilitiea  for 
prosecuting  the  campaign  with  vigor  and 
effort,  could  accomplish  Uie  object.  Aa  early 
aa  September,  arrangements  hod  been  mada 
for  dx  bnndred  volunteers  from  Tenneasee, 
six  hundred  fhim-Looisiona,  six  hundred  from 
Miasonri,  with  three  hundred  riflemen,  spies, 
and  an  Indian  force  to  co-operate  with  the 
Florida  militia,  and  the  strong  regnlar  cons 
of  artillery,  infantry,  and  dragoons,  olreouy 
at  the  disposal  of  the  OommandiuK  GeneraL 

Although  the  Secretary  had  always  mani- 
fested the  strongest  desire  to  spare  the  further 
effiiaion  of  blood,  and  to  save  that  deluded, 
faithless,  and  cruel  people  from  extermination, 
he  still  declared,  from  the  first,  tiiat  his  only 
hope  waa  in  an  active  and  rigorous  prosecntitai 
of  the  war.  When  the  Cherokee  delegation 
went  to  Florida,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
persuading  the  Seminolea  to  the  treaty  terms. 
General  Jeaup  woa  expressly  advised  that  the 
misnon  was  not  to  delay  for  a  moment  mOitary 
operatiouB.  There  was,  on  the  port  of  the 
Secretary,  no  procrastination,  no  delay.  Hn- 
nitions  of  war  were  transmitted  in  season ; 
supplies  were  forwarded  in  abundance;  and 
the  troops  were  in  the  field,  ready  for  active 
operations,  at  tbe  time  proposed.  General 
Jeaup  waa  at  the  head  of  about  ton  thonsand 
men,  and  his  force  was  certainly  sufficiently  di- 
verdfied  in  character.  There  were  regulars  and 
militia,  artillery,  infantry,  dragoons,  mariaea, 
and  riflemen,  spies  and  Indians;  and  with  thia 
strong,  uid,  as  was  at  that  time  supposed,  well- 
appointed  force,  the  Qeneral  commenced  hia 
campaign,  to  the  event  of  which  tbe  country 
looked  with  hope  and  confidence.  He  at- 
tempted, as  tiie  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
would  express  it,  to  drag  the  Territory  as  with 
a  nut;  and  with  what  success t  Our  hopes 
withered,  and  our  hearts  sickened  at  tbe  result. 
The  commanding  General,  I  believe,  put  fortfa 
all  his  ener^es,  and  his  troons  furnished  to  bim 
no  ground  of  compl^nt;  out  he  ehared  tba 
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fate  of  hia  predecesaore.    The  foe  was  neither 

canght,  eonqnered,  nor  kiUed.  I  inBtitnte  no 
comparisons  between  the  different  Generals 
who  hace  commanded  in  Florida.  They  hare 
been  alike  trinmphant  whenever  they  have  met 
tha  foe,  and  alike  un-tuccessful  in  expelling  him 
from  the  coontrj.  These  failures  are,  and  will 
continne  to  be,  attribnted  to  different  causes.  I 
find  the 'poramonnt  obstacles  in  the  climate,  the 
nature  of  the  conntr^,  and  the  character  of  the 
enemr ;  and  my  belief  Is,  that  unless  yon  make 
yiorida  passable  in  every  direction,  and  can 
march  a  column  eitenduig  from  the  Golf 
on  the  one  side,  to  the  Ocean  on  the  other, 
this  process  of  sweeplnB  the  territory  as  with 
a  net  most  prove  fraitless.  It  is  a  very  easy 
thing  to  discourse  here  of  sweeping  a  country, 
embracing  forty-five  thousand  sqnare  miles, 
sitnated  in  the  tropical  regions,  with  a  climate 
genial  to  the  savage,  bnt  deadly  to  the  white 
man— portions  of  it,  still  nneiplored,  abound- 
ing in  provisions  suited  to  the  habits  of  the 
Indian,  and  famishing  secnro  retreats,  known 
and  accessible  to  him  alone — bnt  to  do  it  is  an 
impombUity^  £zperienoe  proves  it  to  be  so; 
it  naa  been  tried  again  and  again,  with  regular 
troops,  with  militia,  with  infantry,  with  mount- 
ed men,  with  Indians,  and  with  one  nniform 
resnit.  Twenty  thousand  men,  for  snch  a  pur- 
pose, )d  the  then  state  of  the  Territory,  would 
have  been  no  more  effectual  than  five  hnndnsd. 
Bnt  gentlemen  will  perceive,  by  riondng  at  the 
&ce  of  the  country,  as  delineated  on  this  map, 
that,  although  all  has  not  been  accomplished, 
much  has  been  done  to  make  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  under  consideration  operative  and  effec- 
tual. Ton  will  observe  that  onr  troops,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  nnder  the  different  Qenerals,  in 
rarioas  columns,  and  in  almost  every  direction, 
liave  marched  the  entire  length  of  the  penin- 
sula, from  Okefenokee  swamp  to  the  Big  water, 
at  the  head  of  the  Everglades;  bntwhDe  they 
were  passing  down,  the  Indian  was  stealthily 
threading  his  way  np ;  and  while  tiiey  wore 
beadng  np  the  marshes  and  eeorcbing  for  his 
trail  in  the  region  of  Eissimmee  River,  murder 
and  rapine  annonnced  his  presence  in  the  fertile 
and  settled  Alachua  conntry.  At  the  close  of 
1838,  snch  had  been  the  results.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  tested  the  inefficiency  of 
mounted  men — they  could  not  operate  in  that 
country ;  the  enormous  expense  of  militia 
had  been  abundantly  demonstrated,  and  the 
total  failnre  of  the  whole  was  poinfiilly  obvious. 
Under  these  drcnmt&noes,  what  were  the  dn- 
tiesof  the  head  of  the  Bepartmentf  This  is  a 
question  which  I  shall  answer  only  by  stating, 
ftirther,  what  was  his  action,  and  leave  the 
COOntry  to  judge  of  its  propriety.  When  Gen, 
Jesnp  was  permitted  to  return  to  his  appropri- 
ate staff  duties  in  this  city,  all  the  troops  which 
could  be  spared  from  onr  exposed  and  unsettled 
♦—"♦'-—  "\  other  quartets,  were  left  in  the 
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enei^tic,  and    able  ofHcer,  Genera)    Tsyk 
In  prosecnting  any  campaign,  it  is  well  known 
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that  much  mnst,  of  neoeerit^,  be  left  to  the 
judgment  and  military  genius  of  the  com- 
mander, lo  be  exercised  on  the  spot.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1838,  the  Secretory  gave  Oeneral  Taylor 
general  inatmctions  as  to  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  succeeding  campugn  should  l>e  conducted. 
In  these  instructions  ma  protection  of  Middl» 
Florida  against  the  incnrsions  of  the  Seminole* 
was  made  the  first  object.  To  attain  this,  th« 
establishment  of  an  interior  and  exterior  line 
of  posts,  to  extend  across  the  peninsula  from 
the  Gulf  to  the  Ocean,  was  recommended. 
These  and  various  other  suggeetions,  contained 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  October  %, 
1836,  formed  the  basis  of  General  Taylor's  m> 
Btmotions  for  that  campaign.  Unfortunately, 
the  great  and  first  otfject  of  the  Secretary  wm 
not  secured,  and  the  exposure  enoonntered,  and 
the  immense  labor  performed  by  the  columns 
of  the  army,  nnder  the  direotion  of  General 
Taylor  and  Colonel  Davenfwrt,  were  crowned 
with  no  bett«r  succeA  than  that  wbiob  had 
attended  similar  attempts  before,  In  the  mean 
time,  the  wiidiMn  of  Congress  interposed.  HiU- 
tory  operations  were  suspended,  and  negotift- 
tions  substituted  in  their  place;  not  upon  any 
suggestion  of  the  Secretary,  be  it  remembered^ 
bnt  against  his  known  and  expressed  opinionsL 
The  result  of  the  negotiation  Is  written  in 
blood.  The  obligations  of  the  treaty  were  not 
regarded  for  a  moment ;  they  were  not  intend- 
ed to  be  observed  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  at 
the  time  of  its  execution,  as  is  proved  by  the 
bnmings,  robberies,  and  murders  that  immedi* 
Btely  followed — some  of  them  within  four  miles 
of  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  tlie  oldest  tows 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Such  is  the  very  brief  and  imperfect  ontlina 
of  what  the  Secretary  of  War  baa  done,  and  iat 
his  full,  complete,  and  triumphant  viudicatioii 
agamst  the  general  charges  preferred,  I  refer  to 
the  public  documents  and  correspondence  npcot 
yonr  fiIe^  embracing  the  detuls  of  the  history 
to  which  I  have  thus  cunorily  adverted.  Tm 
eye  of  the  Secretary  could  not  be  expected  to 
reach  where  it  is  not-  given  to  mortal  vision  to 
penetrate.  He  could  not  be  expected  to  accoio- 
plish  that  which  it  is  not  given  to  man  to 
achieve.  I  believe,  with  all  the  dlfBculties  of 
the  case,  he  has  mode  tbe  best  of  the  means  in 
his  power.  In  considering  the  measure  now 
proposed.  It  is  material  to  remember  not  CHdy 
tbe  failure  of  the  large  armies,  with  tlie  im- 
mense expense  inourred,  and  the  disastrous  ter- 
minations of  every  attempt  at  negotiation,  4)Qt 
also  to  bear  in  mind  the  very  important  fact 
that  there  is  no  war  in  the  Territory,  and  has 
been  none  for  a  long  time,  in  the  proper  aooep> 
tation  of  the  term.  There  has  been  no  fighting 
for  more  than  two  years.  The  Indian  force  now 
remuntng  does  not  probably  exoeed  from  threa 
o  five  hundred  men,  scattered  in  small  bands 
iver  this  extended  area.    That  they  ahould  ha 

Xlled  as  soon  as  practioable,  by  all  reaaon- 
means,  is  nniversally  conceded;  bnt  tha 
Secretary  who  would  sanction  a  reoonunanda- 
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tion  to  saddle  this  coantir  vritii  the  ezpense  of 
an  army  of  tweo^,  fifteen,  or  ten  tiionsand 
men,  bs  lias  been  snggeated,  to  Aunt  these  three 
hundred  aavagea,  would  not  onlj  find  littJe  sap- 
port  for  his  recommendation  here,  but  less  be- 
fore the  people,  who  were  wisely  and  justly 
iealoos  of  large  Etanding  armies.  To  expel  the 
last  Testige  of  these  banditti,  and  to  give  peace 
and  security  to  the  whole  of  that  peainsiila, 
most  be  the  worlc  of  time.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  settler  in  his  home,  and  the  shipwrecked 
mariner  upon  the  ooast,  must  find  protection 
in  our  arms,  and  feel  that  there  is  security  from 
Indian  barbarity.  To  attain  these  objects,  tbe 
instructions  already  given  for  the  disposition 
and  employment  of  the  force  now  tbere,  and 
the  legislative  measures  ve  are  considering, 
are  well  adapted,  and,  in  my  judgment,  saoo- 
tioned  by  sound  policy,  drawn  from  past  expe- 
rience and  present  knowledge.  Troops  are 
now  stationed  along  the  Atlantic  coast  for  the 

Erotootion  of  commerce  at  Kew  Smyrna,  SL 
ncie'a  Bound,  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  and  other  con- 
Tenient  and  commanding  points.  Protection, 
too,  is  afforded  on  the  Golf.  By  the  exertions 
of  Gen.  Taylor's  force,  now  actively  employed, 
as  I  notice  by  a  letter  of  the  11th  ult,  the 
settled  portions  of  the  Territory  will  soon  be 
relieved  from  every  individual  of  this  murder- 
ous race.  What  more,  then,  fs  proposed  to  be 
donet  For  the  protection  of  tbe  coast,  as  we 
bave  seen,  provision  has  already  been  made. 
That  the  settler  may  cultivate  his  fields  by  day, 
and  repose  in  peace  with  his  family  at  night, 
a  cordon  of  posts,  at  short  distances  from  each 
other,  is  to  he  established  from  the  month  of 
tbe  Witlilacoochee,  by  Fort  King,  to  a  point 
near  New  Smyrna,  connected  by  good  roads, 
when  necessary,  and  the  Intermediate  spaces 
guarded  by  constant  patrols.  In  addition  to 
this,  tbe  Secretary,  in  bis  report,  asks  that,  the 
Executive  may  be  empowered  to  nuse  one 
thousand  men,  who  are  to  be  armed,  drilled, 
and  equipped  ixprtaly  for  t&u  teniee,  and  to 
i&nt  during  th«  war.  Judging  from  the  spirit 
of  liberiUity  recently  mouifested  on  the  other 
side,  I  anticipated  no  objection  to  this  recom- 
mendation. With  tbe  rcgnlar  army  stationed 
on  the  coajt,  and  at  the  cordon  of  posts  before 
Indicated,  such  a  body  of  men  can  hardly  fail 
to  prove,  in  the  highest  degree,  serviceable  in 
tbeir  active  operations  between  Fort  King  and 
Cape  Sable.  They  will  nndoublodly,  in  con- 
junction with  such  regalar  troops  as  can  he 
spared  from  the  posts,  be  able  to  keep  some  of 
the  small  bands  of  maranders  in  constant  mo- 
tion, and  so  to  harass  them,  by  pursuing  their 
trails,  and  disturbing  them  in  tlieir  places  of 
retreat,  as  to  make  emigration,  which  they  so 
much  dread,  preferable  to  such  a  life.  The  In- 
dians will  soon  learn  that,  while  they  are  effect- 
nolly  shut  out  from  tbe  coasts  and  the  white 
aettlementa,  Uiia  is  a  force  which  is  to  be  per- 
'  manent— to  remain  there  as  long  as  they  re- 
main, and  to  be  constantly  in  motion.  To 
carry  out,  to  a  certain  extent,  Gen.  Taylor's 


idea  of  "  covering  the  whole  country,"  this  biQ 
proposes  ten  thousand  armed  settlers,  instead 
of  tne  armed  force  of  mere  soldiers,  which  has 
been  tried  and  failed.  As  was  intimated  at  tbe 
opening  of  my  remarks,  I  cannot  fndnlge  tlie 
sanguine  hopes  with  which  some  of  the  most 
ardent  friends  of  tbe  hill  seem  to  he  inspir^ ; 
but  there  ore,  undeniably,  man;  strong  consid- 
erations by  which  it  is  recommended.  The 
eipalsion  of  the  savage  mnst,  at  best,  be  the 
work  of  time.  Tbe  establishment  of  ten  thoo- 
sand  berdy  settlers,  considering  the  geograph- 
ical position  of  the  peninsula,  and  its  vast  im- 
portance in  any  future  war  to  all  the  southern 
country  as  a  point  of  attack  and  defence,  would, 
in  itself,  bo  an  object  richly  worth  the  S,SOO,- 

000  acres  of  land  provided  for  tbe  wRole  num- 
ber, should  BO  many  settlers  be  obtained.  The 
bill  is  well  guarded,  both  fur  the  Government 
and  the  settler.  An  important  proviMon  ia, 
that  the  pay  is  to  depend  upon  the  snocesaof 
tbe  project.  Tbe  bounty  is  not  to  be  granted 
nntil  the  work  is  performed. 

Mr.  Pbeston  said :  I  am  very  glad,  Ur.  Pres- 
ident, that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  ba»  been 
called  to  this  bill,  and  from  that  fact  at  least  I 
hope  good  will  result     We  are  sU  anions,  and 

1  am  happy  to  say  It  with  great  sinceri^  as  to 
myself,  to  bring  this  war  to  a  sotisfactery  tei^ 
mination,  that  Florida  may  be  open  to  quiet 
settlement  hy  the  white  Inhabitanta  of  this 
country.  Sir,  I  have  no  other  views  whatever 
than  to  effect  this  object ;  and  I  would  not  op- 
pose any  measure,  even  tiiis,  if  I  believed  in  its 
sncceM,  or  merely  In  iU  liarmlessness.  But 
this  measure  cannot  but  result  in  injnrr,  which 
we  are  all  anxious  to  avoid.  It  tends  to  an 
entirely  different  purpose  from  that  assigned, 
and  to  an  indefinite  protraction  of  tbe  war,  in- 
volving new  measures  to  be  adopted  at  a  dis- 
tant time,  with  an  expenditure  of  more  money. 

Mr.  President,  the  project  is  for  the  settle- 
ment and  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  thus 
gradually  taking  posseasion  of  the  lost  terri- 
tory. But  let  us  reflect  on  tbe  peonUar  at- 
titude of  affairs  in  that  country  at  the  present 
moment.  Wo  have  been  at  war  there  since 
December,  16S5,  to  protect  our  frontier  and 
drive  out  the  Indians.  At  that  time  Florida 
had  long  been  a  territory,  witlt  settlemenU  ad- 
vanced far  into  the  interior,  and  at  that  time  it 
was  necessary  for  the  Government  to  romave 
the  Indians  out  of  the  way  of  the  pn^resnve 
settlement  of  the  territory,  which  was  preaaing 
on  the  Indian  territory  in  East  Flonda.  It 
was  on  this  occasion  that  the  war  broke  out, 
and  it  consequently  become  necessary  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  of  the  United  Statea  to 
protect  the  settlers.  A  cordon  of  poeta  of 
United  States  troops  was  established  to  prot«ot 
your  actual  settlements,  all  round  the  nortbom 
frontier  of  the  Indians.  Sir,  did  your  prefect 
succeed  there  f  Did  all  your  mlBtory  power 
prevail  in  protecting  the  settiers  ?  So  far  from 
that,  the  irruptions  and  ravages  of  the  Indiana 
expelled  the  inliabitanU  of  the  Territory,  ao 
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Armed  Oecupaiien  ^Florida. 


ttiat  thd  Indiana  oonqnered  Florida  in  apite  of 
the  United  Statea.  So  far  from  that,  Uie  In- 
dians of  tbnt  Territory  ooDqaered  even  that 
portdon  of  the  land  which  the  United  States 
n»d  sold  snd  settled,  sad  expelled  onr  citizens 
who  were  actnally  in  poasesaion  of  it  Sir,  this 
13  a  raelaocholj  cocnmencenient  of  the  aottle- 
ment  of  that  coantr;  bj  iudiTidaals  by  whom 
the  Uod  had  been  purchased  and  paid  for,  and 
whom  ya<i  guarded  to  tlie  utmost  extent^  or  at 
least  ought  to  have  done  it ;  and  now  yon  mo- 
poaa  a  project  for  lettlemetita,  though  those 
Mttlementa  were  all  broken  up.  Though  those 
oettlementa  could  not  be  muut^ned,  or  at  leaat 
were  not,  yet  it  b  now  supposed  you  can  con- 
quer that  country  by  settlements. 

The  Kentleman  from  Alabama,  ^Ux.  Clat,) 
with  whom  I  do  not  concur  iu  thia  meaaore, 
haa  bllen  into  some  mistakes  which  I  consider 
of  cooaequence.  There  has  be«n  a  good  deal 
of  military  experience  in  that  conntry,  by  mcu 
of  worth,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  .to  great 
weight.  One  of  them  is  General  Taylor,  in 
reference  to  whom,  as  well  as  others,  the  gentle- 
loan  has  mistaken  me.  The  trutii  la,  Taylor  ia 
on  anthoritj  ou  whom  I  rely ;  and  so  far  was 
he  trana  recommending  this  block-bouse  plan, 
this  war  in  disguise,  mixed  up  of  the  sword 
miuuDg  with  the  ploughshare  and  the  plough- 
d>Are  with  the  sword — 

Mr.  OulT,  finteiTupting).  I  did  not  say  that 
be  recommended  the  plan  of  the  bill ;  that  was 
not  Taylor's  plan;  but  I  said  it  was  bis  opin- 
ion that  the  war  ought  not  to  be  renewed  as 
heretofore. 

iSi.  PBwroir.  Taylor  was  not  in  favor  of 
the  post  (agrieultnraJ)  plan,  but  entirely  against 
it.  And  it  is  a  fact,  aa  far  as  I  can  ascertda, 
that,  by  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  act- 
ually engag^  m  Flonda,  military  or  civil,  a 
plan  of  this  kind  would  not  be  deemed  effioa- 
ciona ;  and  many  of  them  assure  me  that  it  is 
utterly  delnsiTe.  I  am  aware  ti)at  tbere  are 
opioioDS  in  &vor  of  it ;  but  I  have  not  known 
of  one  individnal  in  Florida,  who  thinks  tlist  it 
would  be  attended  with  success,  unless  it  u  at- 
tended with  other  measures ;  for  example,  it 
maj  be  efficient,  if  with  all  the  power  of  the 
Govemmeut  we  scour  that  country ;  and  when 
this  is  done  by  the  army,  there  may  be  protec- 
tion for  those  who  are  settled  So  Florida.  Such 
is  Taylor's  opinion,  who  says  :  "  If  the  war  is 
renewed,  which  I  do  not  hope,  the  only  way 
to  bring  it  to  a  snccesaful  iaeu'e  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  cover  the  whole  country  e">  as  to  pre- 
vent the  Indians  from  hunting  and  flahina." 
Aa  tbe  war  is  to  be  renewed,  it  is  therefore  nis 
opinion  that  the  only  way  to  a  sncoeaafbl  isBue 
is  to  cover  the  whole  country  so  aa  to  prevent 
the  Indians  from  hunting  and  fiahing.  And 
this  is  precisely  the  project  which  1  have  pro- 
posed. It  Bonnds  largely,  this  covering  the 
whole  eoantry ;  and  yet  I  believe  it  may '  - 


Seoator  firam  New  Bamphidre  (Mr.  Fkbci) 


asks  for  specifications  agtunst  tbe  Secretary  of 
War.    I  will  now  j^ve  them.    This  war  is  dis- 
of  five  years.     And  what 
of  War 


e  Secretary  o 


ITar  to  prevent  it  I 


power 

I  will  now  t«ll  you.  He  has  had  everything 
that  tbe  Department  has  asked  for.  This  is 
my  answer.  And  it  ia  a  matter  of  charge 
agdnst  the  Executive  Department  that,  having 
on  the  power  of  the  Government  to  accomplish 
this  end,  it  is  not  accompliahed. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampbshire  says, 
and  says  truly,  thia  has  been  a  roost  disastrous 
war,  with  a  vast  expenditure  of  treasure.  And 
haa  Congress  ever  refused  any  amount  of  meansi 
It  has  opened  its  doors  wide  enough  for  any 
power,  and  here  has  been  a  war  of  the  whole 
of  tbe  United  States  from  Hiune  to  Missouri; 
a  war  of  15,000,000  prosperous  people  against 
a  miserable  band  of  naked  savages ;  a  war  of 
the  whole  territory,  army,  and  military  of  the 
Union,  against  a  few  bandits  in  Florida,  and 
with  all  this  the  war  is  disastrous.  It  may  be 
that  the  Department  is  not  enlightened  as  we 
are,  and  baa  not  foreseen  these  results.  Bnt 
what  is  the  Department  for  but  to  foresee  t 
And  whose  fault  is  it  that  the  war  is  not  ter- 
mioBtedt 

It  has  been  said  that  we  can  only  estimate 
measures  by  the  result,  (a  method  censured 
by  Hr.  FiKKoB  and  General  St.  Claib.)  Acd 
what  other  means  have  we  hero  ?  Ue  who  has 
small  means  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be  censured  for 
failing  in  great  achievements.  But  where  there 
is  a  command  of  all  and  adequate  means,  then 
thia  method  of  judging  is  a  test  of  all  such 
matters.  And  what,  in  this  case,  caused  the 
foilure  f  Was  it  the  want  of  physical  or  moral 
power,  one,  or  both  ?  They  have  had  (25,000,- 
000,  and  with  that  sum  the  Territory  might 
have  been  filled  with  roads  and  poata.  And  I 
believe,  by  an  appropriation  of  $6,000,000, 
rightly  applied,  the  war  might  be  entirely  ex- 
tin^ished.  If  the  Secretary  would  adopt  more 
enlightened  measures,  I  believe  the  Territory 
would  be  swept  entirely  clean  of  the  Indians  at 
that  expense ;  and  if  men  and  money  can  do  it, 
they  would  be  given  by  us. 

Hr-  President,  General  Taylor,  in  his  report, 
says  he  hopes  the  war  would  not  be  renewed; 
and  I  now  ask  gentlemen,  is  this  a  measure  of 
peace  or  war?  Which  is  it?  If  it  ia  of  war, 
we  are  not  capable  of  projecting  plans  of  that 
sort.  But  if  it  is  a  measure  of  peace,  let  gen- 
tlemen say  so,  and  that  we  are  not  called  on 
but  for  a  pacific  measure.  (Ur.  P.'s  voice  was 
here  loat  to  the  Beporter,  but  he  was  under- 
stood to  refer  to  the  case  of  a  Frenchman  who 
accompanied  some  nostrum  wiA  calomel  and 
the  lancet  to  make  it  effectual.)  Such,  he  sfud, 
was  the  exact  case  with  Florida.  Accompany 
this  measure  with  a  military  force  of  10,000 
men,  and  this  measure  might  then  he  very 
clever  if  it  should  induce  some  settlement  on 
the  land.  But  who  are  those  settlers!  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  says  that  they  can 
send  hardy  and  resolute  men  to  that  country, 
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ti]«7  U)Bt  are  tima  snddeoiy  to  pop  down  on 
Qie  appearance  of  an  Indun  t  Sir,  does  the 
settler  kill  the  Indian,  or  the  Indian  the  settler  t 
The  Bettler  is  at  his  plongh,  and  it  is  he  who 
is  killed,  and  the  Bol<uera  are  drmnmed  ont  in 
Tain  pnrsnit  of  the  mnawsy  mnrderer.  And 
is  not  thia  a  matter  of  every  day  experience  in 
Florida!  Bat  my  riew  of  the  anyeot,  ex- 
pressed the  other  day,  b  not  answered.  Ours 
u  a  slaTe-holdiDg  popniation,  of  rich  and  ax- 
tensive  plantOTs,  and  Florida  will  be  onltivated 
only  by  slavea.  And  is  it  expected  that  sUve- 
holdera  will,  for  a  bounty,  fight  the  Indians  and 
free  negroes?  The  supposition  is  prepoaterons. 
How  has  it  happened  that  an  inmvidnal  most 
distinguished  has  fiiiled  to  verify  this  snppo- 
sttion )  The  land  was  given  np  by  General 
Clinch,  who  wax  a  settler  there,  as  well  as  by 
others  of  respectability ;  all  fled ;  and  these  are 
the  only  kind  of  individaals  who  make  Kttle- 
menta  in  Florida.  (Mr.  F.'here  stated  eome 
&ots  to  show  that  Florida,  like  Sontii  Carolina 
and  t^e  South  generally,  ooold,  from  its  staples 
cotton  and  rice,  and  from  its  generally  low  and 
tmliealtby  character,  be  onMrated  only  by 
staves,  and  not  by  small  landholders,  depending 
on  their  labor  for  the  direct  means  of  support.) 
And  what,  said  Mr,  P.,  is  now  demanded,  is  to 
pat  the  country  in  a  condition  to  be  settled  by 
Southern  men.  And  we  have  the  right,  having 
stipalated  for  the  land,  to  say  to  the  Govern- 
ment, yon  shall  give  us  the  land  and  prepare  it. 
for  that  kind  of  population  by  whom  alone  it 
can  be  cultivated. 

Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  arable 
lands  of  Florida  were  of  such  a  character  that 
they  would  generally  be  purchased,  not  by 
poor  men,  of  whom  he  admitted  there  were 
some  in  the  SouQi,  but  by  those  who  thought 
the  land  worth  more  than  |1  26  per  acre  for 
the  production  of  rice  and  cotton.  He  farther 
stated  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  pnblio  land 
there  now  in  the  poasession  of  the  United 
States  was  covered  by  Spanish  granta,  which 
poor  men  conld  not  run  tne  risk  of  contcstiD| 
and  which  woidd  therefore  go  into  the  banc 
ffiT  rich  men  and  Bpecnlalors.  He  objected  al^ 
that  good  public  land,  with  an  undisputed  title, 
could  not  be  found  in  Florida  to  carry  this  bill 
into  efieot,  so  that,  when  the  land  should  be 
thus  prepared  for  settlement,  there  would  be  ~  ~ 
more  to  tie  settled.  And  all  that  wonld 
settied  by  this  measure  Mr.  P.  wonld  ventore 
to  say  would  go  to  an  idle  popnlation,  instead 
of  good,  nsefnl,  and  respoctaiile  citizens. 

Mr.  P.  also  further  oqjeot«d  to  the  length  of 
time  which  this  measure  would  require.  " 
thought  it  would  require  five  or  seven  years. 
Instead  of  this,  he  insisted  that  the  South  had 
a  right  to  demand,  and  did  demand,  that  all 
the  power  of  the  country.  If  necessary,  should 
terminate  the  war  at  onoe,  and  open  the  Terri- 
tory for  settioment. 


He  also  otjeoted  to  the  bill,  that  men  with 
famUies  would,  hi  the  mean  time,  have  no 
IB  of  sopporting  and  taking  care  of  thmr 
lea.  The  prt^ect  of  paying  for  military 
ce  in  land,  he  thonght  had  been  fully 
proved  to  be  the  worst  and  moat  expensive. 
Soldiers  were  a  class  of  men  who  would  be 
better  satisfied  with  a  less  amount  of  ready 
money ;  and  few  of  them,  after  all,  would  seUle 
on  the  land. 


MoKSAT,  January  18. 
TuMftee  £ttolutu»u. 

Mr,  Wana,  of  TenneBsee,  presentwl  a  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  the  Legblatnre  of  the  Stata 
of  Tennessee,  which  be  asked  might  be  read, 
hiid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  rwolutions  were  then  read,  and  were  as 
follows : 

..  JKBUS,  the  Genenl  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Tenneseee  have,  on  vsrioui  ccoBioita,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  great  public  intcreets  of  the  country 
'--  - nded  It,  expreued.  In  the  most  lolemn  fono, 
^^^  vlewi  in  regard  to  qneationi  of  a  national 
ohaiacter  invotrlng  the  w^re  of  the  peoide  «f  the 
Uidtad  Buies,  and  have  at  all  Unies,  when  deemed 
necewary  to  give  p««ctical  ctTect  to  the  wnthnenta 
which  they  entertained,  availed  (hemaelree  of  the 
power  which  legltlmatvly,  and  in  conrormity  with 
long-establialisd  Bepublican  usage,  tbrcu^out  the 
Union,  belonged  to  them,  of  Instructing  their  Sea- 
ators,  aud  requesting  their  RepreBeotatives  in  Con* 
gress  to  carry  out,  ta  to  specific  measures,  their  de- 
clared wi^ei;  and  whereas,  tlie  eitrioi^nary 
drcumstanoes  which  liave  eilsted  for  the  last  few 
yeaiB  la  the  fluanclal  and  commercial  Interests  of 
the  United  States  remain  unabated,  and  nnder 
IB  of  iucresBcd  eicitemcnC  and  difficulty,  oiigi- 
oatiDe,  as  we  believe,  in  the  same  vast  souroe 
of  paDlio  misciiief ;  and  whereaa,  we  do  BOleiuily 
boiwTe  th»t  to  that  source,  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutei,  Is  hi  a  great  degree  to  ha  attributed 
the  oppresaive  calamitiea  under  which  we  have 
suffered,  and  through  which  wo  ara  now  actually 
pusing;  and  wheresB,  during  the  hlntory  of  the 
Ust  few  years  wa  have  seen  this  mammoch  moneyed 
power  Blmggling  almost  with  Buccess  ■gainst  the 
Government,  ana  wielding  a  power  In  the  pro- 
duction of  panic  and  disaster,  that,  in  the  Unguage 
of  its  boldcflt  advocates,  we  were  pronoonccd  to  be 
in  the  Budst  of  a  revolution ;  and  the  terrible  evils 
which  we  have  not  only  been  taught  it  may  inflict, 
and  the  pratnt  adnumUiont,  which  proceed  from 
the  last  throes  and  agooics  of  that  eipiriog  power, 
justify  QB,  and  demand  at  the  hands  of  the  Gcnqral 
Assembly,  who  should  truly  bo  the  gnardiana  of  the 
happiness  and  prosparity  of  the  people,  any  effort 
which  can  in  anywise  strengthen  the  counials  of 
the  nation  againal  the  recurrence  of  similar  causes 
and  teaults  and  which  may  encourage  the  Adnun- 
iatration  of  the  country  to  adhere  to  its  existing 
wise  and  pnident  policy  in  regard  to  this  great  and 
absorbing  Bubjecc:  sod 

Whereas,  tha  CouBtltulion  of  the  United  Btales 
contemplateB  a  Trwsury  to  be  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment, wholly  free  from  any  necessary  connection 
with  bulks,  and  the  present  crisiB,  aa  wdl  as  thnea 
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past;  hAje  demonitnted  the  tuhJoid  of  oocb  ■ 
nwunre ;  tbi*  GeDnwl  AMembl;  do  moat  fallj  kp- 
e  (ho  policy  heretofore  lecommeaded  bj  ths 

MidcDt  of  the  Doited  Slates  in  relation  to  what 
bu  bren  dcQominaled  an  Independent  Treasury, 
and  beliere  tlwt  the  pwuge  of  the  neiuure  brought 
forwaid  in  the  laat  Congress,  or  some  similar  sys- 
tem upon  this  subject,  would  be  not  only  prudent, 
but  Is  abMlutely  demanded  by  the  pecul^r  aod  re- 
markable TJtusntndee  which  have  acted  powerfully 
upon  the  currency  and  commerce  of  our  country ; 
and,  further,  that  tuch  a  measure  would  contribuu 
to  tbe  mora  permaneot  stability  of  our  lostitudoEis, 
the  independence  of  the  Government  for  all  pur- 
poses of  p««ce  and  war,  to  check  tbe  wlid  and  ex- 
trmgaM  ndilt  of  the  age  that  has  oome  upon  us 
with  a  reckleae  fiiry,  and  wonld  ultimately  tend  to 
bring  nt  hack  to  iober  refleeUoa,  steady  panulu, 
tad  tb*  confinned  po^easlon  of  an  ample  pn»- 
perity:  and 

Whereia,  tbis  Oenetsl  Anembly  do  belieTe,  that 
the  public  domain  of  tbe  UoiCed  Slates  should  not 
be  treated  by  tbe  Ocaeral  Government  aa  a  mere 
ioiirce  for  the  acquisition  of  money  to  the  public 
Treasarj,  but  by  reducing  the  price  to  rett8oniJ)le 
ud  moderate  rates,  should  rather  be  regarded  as 
the  great  aud  extenaire  means  of  enconrageinent  to 
the  inemmtation  of  onr  popnlatlon,  aod  the  re- 
ward of  the  laborer  and  the  busbandman,  (by  the 
grant  of  pre-emptiOD  rights,)  who  in  times  of  peril 
■ill  be  a  powerful  bulwark  to  the  frontier,  and  tbe 
right  arm  of  lafety  and  defence  against  the  hostile 
inruion  of  ■  fbreign  foe :  and 

Whereas,  the  liberty  of  speech  an^  the  freedom 
of  the  press  are  considered  as  invaded  directly,  or 
by  implication,  tn  the  proTisiaDS  of  a  bill  which  was 
brought  before  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  at 
tbe  lut  sesdon  of  Cougreai,  entitled  "  a  bill  to  pre- 
veot  the  interference  of  certain  Fedend  offlcers  la 
deciloas:"  and 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  bare 
long  paid  a  tribute  of  mtUIons  to  tbe  nionopollsts 
of  Mlt,  under  tbe  tax  which  baa  been  Imposed  upon 
the  foreign  importations  of  that  necessary  article, 
whereby  tbe  quantity  which  would  otherwise  hate 
been  introduced  Into  the  United  Stales  has  been 
(Gminished,  and  the  price  to  the  consumer  increased : 


this  General  Assembly  have  reason  to  congratulate 
the  eoontry  that  its  destinies  were  cast  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  great  and  trying  events  which  bsTe, 
within  that  period,  rapidly  succeeded  each  other, 
in  Ibe  hands  of  oar  Tenerable  and  patriotic  feilow- 
dliien,  Andrew  Jackson:,  and,  whereas,  his  policy 
brmn  the  restoration  of  that  system  which  was 
bulfd  in  1800,  as  the  est^lishment  of  sound  prin- 
ciples, and  was  steadily  pursued  by  him  and  trans- 
aiiled  with  tbe  impren  of  his  character  to  the 
luudsof  bit  diatlngulshedsuocessor:  and,  whereas, 
the  firm  and  patient  wisdom  of  the  present  Chief 
Hagistrale,  pursuing  tbe  same  policy,  has  luccess- 
foily  conducted  our  domesUo  and  foreign  relations 
ui  Lbe  midst  of  peculiar  and  very  extraordinary 
dilBcDlUeB :  Therefore,  be  it 

I.  JUtaltitd bg  thi  Oenend  Ammilg  <if  tk»  SlaU 
'f  T^nuMc,  Uut  our  Senators  In  CoDgrcss  be  io- 
Knicted,  and  oar  BeprcMnlatiTM  Nqoertad,  U» 
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Tote  Bfoinst  the  chartering  by  Congress  of  a  Ka- 
tfonal  Bonk. 

2.  Jtttolved /urtJur,  That  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  iostrueted,  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested, to  vote  for,  and  to  use  all  lair  and  proper 
eiertioog  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  measure 
brought  forward  in  the  Coueress  of  tbe  United 
States,  commonly  called  the  Sub-Treasury  bill,  or 
Independent  Treasary  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  lo 
separate  the  coQectioo,  keeping,  and  disbursement 
of  the  publio  money  from  all  tranks,  so  as  to  make 
the  Treasury  of  the  Uoited  States  hidependent  of  all 
banks,  as  recommended  by  tbe  Fresideut  of  the 
United  States  In  Ua  several  mewsees  commonicated 
to  the  htft  Conmts  of  the  Uoited  States. 

8.  Jtaolvtd  fiitthar,  That  tU*  General  Assembly 
doth  nnqo^Ifledly  condeno  tbe  provisions  of  a  bil^ 
heretofore  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet 
at  its  last  session,  entitled  "a  bill  to  prevent  the  in- 
terference of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections," 
which  bill  this  General  Assembly  doth  dedara  to 
be  a  viotatioQ  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  that  "  Congress  shall  pass 
no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  tlia 
press,"  and  they  do  as  unqualifiedly  condemn  ths 
vote  given  in  favor  of  said  bill  by  the  Senators  in 
Congress  iVom  this  State;  and  our  said  Senators 
in  Congress  are  hereby  iostrocted,  and  our  Beprc- 
sentatlves  requested,  to  vote  agaiast,  and  to  nse 


Hetolved  /iirlAer,'TliU  oar  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  instructed,  sad  oar  Bepreaentativcs  re- 
quested, to  vote  against  the  measure  heretofors 
brought  before  Congress,  wblcb  bad  for  its  object 
the  d^ributioa  among  the  Slates,  of  tho  proceedsof 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  that  they  ba  fur- 
ther inslruclcd  to  vote  for,  and  use  all  &ir  and 
proper  eieniana  to  procure  tbe  passage  of  a  lav 
for  tbe  Eradualion  and  reduoljon  of  tbe  price  of 
tbe  public  lands,  and  for  granting  pre-emptloa 
rights  to  tbe  occupant  settlers  thereon. 

e.  Btntwd  fitrtiur.  That  onr  Senators  Id  Con- 
gress be  Instructed,  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested,  to  voto  for,  and  use  all  Ikir  and  proper 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  repealing 
tbe  duties  on  imported  salt. 

6.  Raoliied farther^  That  this  General  Assembly 
doth  heartily  approve  the  leading  measures  and 
policy  of  the  Administratioos  of  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Hartia  Van  Buren,  and  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress are  hereby  tnstmcted,  and  our  Represent- 
atives requested,  to  support,  m  good  faith,  the  lead- 
ing measures  and  policy  as  brought  forward  and 
advocated  by  the  present  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to 
carry  out,  sitstaln,  and  kecompHsh  the  same. 

1.  Attd  Raolttd  fwrtlur.  That  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
RepreacntatlvM  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  Ibregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions. 

JONAS  %.  THOMAS, 
Bptoktr  of  the  Monti  of  Rtprttntativa. 
TH09.  LOVE, 
Bptaker  of  A*  Sinalt. 
Adopted  Uth  November,  IBte. 

Mr.  v.  nud,  that  for  the  ptirpoBe  of  aToidlne 


State,  he  would,  with  the  oontent  of  the  Sen- 
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ate,  reaf  from  apaper  Le  held  in  Lia  hand,  that 
reply. 

Leave  being  nnanimonsly  accorded,  Ur.  'W. 
read,  at  great  lengtli,  his  reasons  for  non-com- 
pliattce  with  die  instructions,  and  concluded  by 
resigning  hia  seat  as  a  Senator  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  W.  said,  that  is  the  answer  wLich,  If 
God  spares  me,  I  intend  to  »end,  without  de- 
lay, to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  I  am  no 
longer  a  member  of  this  body ;  of  its  honors  I 
shall  receive  no  share ;  from  its  labors  I  shall 
be  oicased ;  and  from  the  high  responsibility 
which  rests  npon  it  for  this  and  for  mtnre  gen- 
erations, I  am  now  absolved.  I  now  part  from 
this  honorable  body  in  the  same  spirit  by  which 
I  have  ever  been  actuated,  while  associated 
with  Uiem ;  wishing  them,  individnally  and 
collectively,  every  blessing  which  the  world 
can  bestow ;  and  allow  me  to  express  the  hope 
that  their  oondnct  will  ever  be  such  that  at  the 
last  moment  every  individual  can  withdraw 
fh>m  the  world  with  a  qntet  conscience. 

Ur.  Ghd^dt  was  nndorstood  to  say  that,  as 
to  the  instructions  generally,  he  considered 
them  as  coinciding  with  his  own  opinions,  and 
he  thought  he  was  prepared  to  follow  them. 
He  had  no  recollection  of  any  instructions  here 
that  differed  from  his  own  views  and  praetioe, 
wilh  a  singe  exception,  which  was  that  of  the 
Independent  Treasury.  He  had  voted  agunst 
that  Jnst  before  he  left  this  body;  but  he  bad 
done    BO    in    obedience    to    instructions,    and 


therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  it,  agreeably  to  later 
instructions,  and  in  accordance  witli  his  own 
Jadgment. 

SeUlammU  of  Florida. 

The  btn  for  the  armed  occupation  and  sottle- 
ment  of  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
now  overrun  oy  maranding  bands  of  hostile 
Indians,  waa  then  taken  up. 

Hr.  Bbhto^  a&\&  he  desired,  if  no  olher  Sen- 
ator wished  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  bill, 
to  say  a  few  words  in  oonclaston.  No  other 
Senator  raanifeeting  a  disposition  to  speak, 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  at  lengUi,  to  address  the 
Benate  in  reply  to  the  objections  raised  agunst 
the  bill ; 

And  after  some  remarks  in  reply  by  Mr. 
Fkesto!!, 

The  qneation  was  taken  on  recommitting  the 
bill  witn  the  Dmendmentsj  which  was  agreed 
to, 

And  the  Senate  adjotimed. 


Fbidat,  January  17, 
Th^  Jfaine  Soundarj/. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BncHAMan,  in  accordance 
with  his  promise  on  yesterday,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  WiLUava, 
calling  on  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States 
for  the  oorrespondenoe,  not  already  commnni- 


cat«d,  with  the  British  Government,  on  tlw 
subject  of  the  M^e  Bonudary,  and  wldi  tU 
British  Hlnieter  and  the  Governor  of  Ugina 
relative  to  the  invasion  of  the  State  of  Uoiiie, 
and  the  exerdse  of  jnrisdiction  in  the  di^ptiiei 
territory. 

The  qneRtion  being  on  the  following  addi- 
tional rescdntion,  offered  by  Mr.  BtoCLis: 


bo  InconipaUble  with  the  public  Interest,  vbelber 
■ny,  and,  if  any,  what  meuurea  hare  been  tiktn, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1 BSS,  or  (itttn^ 
viae,  to  cause  the  Tcmoval  or  eipDMoo  of  ilit 
BritisLi  troops  which  have  taken  posseaian  of  > 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Haioe  claimed  \>j  Gml 
Briuin;  and  cspedally  whether,  siooe  tiit  h* 
session  of  Congress,  any  military  posts  hate  bNS 
established  in  Muie,  or  any  other  mititarj  nmnim 
adopted,  preparatory  to  a  just  viodicatioa  of  t)» 
honor  and  rights  of  the  nation  and  of  Hsiii^  u 
connected  with  the  perserering  claim  tnide  bj 
Great  Brit^  to  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  tint 
State. 

Mr.  BTrosANAK  said  he  scaroely  knew  wlut 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  this  restdutiolu  It 
would  seem  to  contain  an  implied  oensurenpao 
the  President,  which,  in  his  humble  oi^ion, 
was  wholly  nnfonnded.  In  regard  to  Ibt 
conrse  pnrsued  by  that  distinguished  officer  in 
this  very  important  and  delicate  matter,  then 
was  hot  one  sentiment  in  his  country,  sad  aiJ 
political  parties  had  evinced  their  approbitim 
of  it.  But  the  resolution  of  the  8uiator(Mr. 
RroGLEs)  called  npon  him  to  commnnicace  t« 
the  Senate  whether  any,  and  what  measntea 
have  been  taken  under  the  act  of  March,  1339, 
or  otherwise,  to  expel  the  British  troops  from 
the  disputed  territory ;  and  whether,  since  tbe 
last  session,  any  military  posts  have  been  a- 
tahlisbed  in  Maine  preparatory  to  a  Jost  vin^ 
-ation  of  the  nation's  honor.  Now,  (said  It. 
I.,)  every  Senator  knows  perfeotiy  well  tin 
only  answer  which  tbe  President  can  give  t> 
these  interrogatories.  Indeed,  this  answer  htt 
been  substantially  given  in  advance.  In  to 
annual  Message,  dated  on  the  second  Decem- 
ber lost,  he  has  informed  as  that  ho  had  not 
touched  a  dollar  of  the  $10,000,000  oonfldod  ft 
him  by  the  act  of  March,  1839;  and  ho  then 
snrrendered  up  the  trust  which  had  been  con- 
fided to  him  by  Oongresa.  And  why  did  he 
parsue  this  course  f  Simply  because  tJie  con- 
tingency hod  not  happened  npon  which  ie 
could  have  applied  this  money.  There  bii 
been  no  invasion  of  onr  territory,  or  any  imnu- 
nent  danger  of  such  an  invasion.  There  bad 
been  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britan 
to  enforce  by  arms  her  claim  to  cxclnnveJnnB- 
diction  over  the  disputed  territory.  So  ™r 
tfom  it,  that  a  solemn  agreement  had  been  en- 
tered into  with  the.British  aQtho^itie^  for  tht 
express  pnrpose  of  preventing  any  snch  attemp' 
from  being  made  by  either  naUon.  It  was  net 
nntil  ahont  the  first  of  January  that  the  Presi- 
dent oonld  poerihly  have  heard  that  two  com- 
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paaias  of  Britidi  troopa  had  been  atatloned  at 
the  Temisconatk  lake,  beoanse  the  letter  of 
Qflveraor  Fairfield,  commiiDicatiDg  this  In- 
formation, Yraa  not  dated  ontU  the  SSd  of  De- 
oeniber.  And  yet  the  Senate  are  gravelj  called 
upon  to  adopt  a  reeolnUun,  asking  the  Presi- 
dent whether  he  has  taken  anj  measures,  on- 
der  the  act  of  March,  16S9,  to  expel  these 
troops — in  the  Terj  face  of  his  Message  of  the 
M.  December  last,  declaring  that  he  had  not 
foond  it  necessary  to  nge  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  npon  him  hy  this  act  Nay,  mare. 
If  the  Presiaont  hod  established  military  posts 
in  tt^  disputed  territory,  his  conduct  would 
have  been  JQsUy  censurable,  and  would  hare 
afforded  to  the  British  QoTerament  the  same 
cause  of  offence  as  they  have  afforded  to  ns, 
imleH  it  should  be  satisfiwlorilj  explained,  in 
recently  stationing  troops  nt  the  Temisoonata 
lake,  Tlie  President's  answer  to  these  in- 
qniries,  we  oil  know,  must  be  in  the  negative ; 
and  it  would,  therefore,  seem  that  the  object 
was  to  cast  an  implied,  tbongli  a  very  unjust, 
censure  upon  him  for  having  done  nothing. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  know  what  course  the 
Prendent  had  pursued  since  the  receipt  of 
OoTemor  Fairaeld'a  letter.  He  presumed, 
however,  that,  as  a  matter  of  conraa,  he  had 
protested  aKBuut  this  military  occupation  of 
the  dispntea  territory  by  the  British  authori- 
ties, as  a  Tiolation  of  the  subsisting  agreement 
and  of  the  rights  of  Maine,  and  had  asked  on  ez- 

Elanatiqn  from  the  British  Minister.  Before 
e  attempted  to  expel  these  troops  by  force,  he 
mnst  call  upon  Congress  to  furnish  him  the 
means.  Indeed,  we  as  yet  know  nothing  of 
the  particular  circumstances  attending  tliis 
military  occupation,  except  what  is  contolned 
in  the  lettter  of  Governor  Fairfield ;  he  should, 
therefore,  be  glad  if  the  Senator  trom  Maine 
wonld  withdraw  his  resolution;  but,  if  he  did 
not,  Mr.  B.  wonld  not  objeot  to  its  passage. 
All  the  information  which  it  was  in  the  Presi- 
dent's power  to  communicate  would  be  elicited, 
if  it  could  at  this  time  be  properly  communi- 
cated by  the  two  resolutions  of  the  Senator's 
colleagae,  (Mr.  WujJAita.) 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  on  the  question  of  the 
North-easteni  bonudary,  the  conduct  of  the 
President  had  hitherto  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
satisfy  even  his  political  opponents.  It  had 
combined  prudence  with  flrmness,  and  hod  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  almost  every  refieot- 
ing  nun  in  the  conntry.  The  negotiation  on 
thia  important  queaUou  -was,  if  he  might  be 


pedient  to  oommnnicate  to  OiHigreas  any  of  the 
eorrospondence  which  had  taken  place  between 
the  two  Qovflmmentii  since  thecloeeof  the  last 
sevion,  donbtleas  beoanse  he  deemed  that  it 
mi^t  have  an  injnrioDa  effect  upon  the  nc^ti- 
ation.  Judging  by  the  past,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
sorely  we  ought  to  have  sufficient  confidence 
in  the  President  to  wait  for  a  short  period,  and 
not  be  fining  npon  him  for  oommnnioations 


whioh  may  be  injurious  to  the  public  interest, 
and  which,  if  so,  ought  to  be  withheld.  The 
final  result  of  the  n^otjation  will  probably 
soon  be  known ;  and  wilt  then,  as  a  matter  of 
eourse,  be  submitted  to  Congress,  with  all  the 
correspondence. 

Allow  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  make  one  general 
nnnork  before  I  take  my  seat.  I  am  very  ap- 
prehensive that  we  may  Itave  serions  difficulties 
with  the  British  authorities  before  the  close  of 
this  controversy.  My  eornest  de«re  is,  there- 
fore, that  our  proceedings  may  be  marked  with 
such  justice,  moderation,  and  flrmness  as  to 
Justify  us  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind.  A  con- 
test must  be  avoided,  If  this  be  possible  consist- 
ently  with  national  honor ;  and  then,  if  it 
should  be  forced  upon  us,  we  shall  bo  a  united 
people. 

He  mode  these  remaiks  without  any  knowl- 
edge upon  the  subject  other  than  that  in  the 
possession  of  every  Senator. 

Mr.  RooaLKS  s^d  he  concurred  fully  in  the 
resolutions  of  his  colleague,  asking  for  copies  of 
oorreniandenoe.  But  Mr.  R.'s  amendment 
went  lurther,  and  asked  information  as  to  what 
had  been  done — not  merely  what  had  been 
said,  but  what  had  been  done  by  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  be  glad  to  know  what 
had  been  done  under  the  act  of  IBSfl,  or  by  any 
other  authority.  He  hod  not  Iwen  aware  that 
his  amendment  could  be  construed  into  any  dis- 
respect or  censure  of  the  President;  certainly 
it  was  not  intended.  It  was  a  simple  inquiry; 
and  if  the  President  had  not  done  what  he 
ought,  Mr.  B.  would  leave  that  matter  to  be 
decided  by  the  State  which  he  represented. 
Mr.  R.  also  believed  that  the  President  might 
have  done  something  since  the  second  of  De- 
cember, under  some  authority,  which  he  hod 
not  yet  made  known,  and  which  it  was  worth 
while  to  know.    He  at  least  might  have  taken 


the  Preddent  had  his  eye  on  what  was  known 
to  the  public,  especially  as  he  could  not  but 
have  apprehended  the  nsk  of  difficulty  as  well 
as  the  Senator  &om  Pennsylvania  and  Mr.  B. 
himself. 

They  had  teamed  from  the  President  himselfl 
that  conmiissioners  bad  been  appointed  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  oonntry,  and  report,  not  to  this, 
but  to  the  British  Government.  And  what 
had  that  commission  done?  They  had  gone 
up  the  St.  John's  Kiver,  orossing  the  line  on 
their  way  to  the  west,  to  the  head  waters  of 
the  St.  John's,  which  were  contiguous  to  those 
of  the  Aroostook ;  and  they  hod  then  gone 
down  the  Aroostook,  and  bad  entirely  avoided 
that  section  of  country  which  was  designated 
hy  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  where  the  hignlmids 
were  to  he  found  as  pointed  out  by  the  treaty. 
And  now  Mr.  R.  wonld  ask  the  Senator  £rcxn 
Pennsylvania,  if  he  believed  for  a  moment  that 
all  this  was  for  the  nuTpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facta  in  rword  to  the  treatyf  It  had,  on  the 
oontnuT,  been  q^rebended  that  thus,  under 
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cover  of  the  trea^,  it  was  tar  the  purpose  of 
Boekisg  out  military  posts,  and  not  of  findiog 
those  laarkB  and  mouaments  wbloh  the  treat; 
de^gpated.  Tliis  BospioiOD  might  b«  nnfonnd- 
«d ;  bnt  the  apprehenBion  itself  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  PecDSflTania  had  eiprasBed,  teemed 
to  warrant  thia  inference  of  the  P^ple  of 
Kaine  in  reference  to  this  sarvej.  They  had 
snireyed  the  rivers,  and  not  the  highlands;  and 
this  went  to  warrant  the  inference  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  enrvey  was  to  get  information  for 
the  Government  of  Britain  that  might  be  osefol 
to  them  in  case  of  the  event  which  the  Senator 
apprehended.  And  if  snob  was  their  olfjoct, 
wan  it  not  proper  to  aak  the  President  whether 
he  had  taken  any  precautionary  meaanres,  at 
least  BO  far  as  to  malEe  a  similar  examination, 
espaciollj  as  there  was  not  a  qneetion  in  Con- 
gress or  the  coontiT  as  to  the  right  of  Maine 
to  the  territory  in  dispute. 

iit,  R.  stud  further,  that  there  had  been  a 
julpablo  and  admitted  violation  of  the  arraoge- 
ment  entered  into  by  the  mediation  of  Qeneral 
Bcott,  of  which  the  Present  could  not  but 
'  have  been  aware ;  and,  in  respect  to  caution, 
there  had  been  abundance  of  that.  The  Brit- 
ish  Government  had  been  cautions  enongh 
never  to  have  a  minister  here  with  power  to 
adjust  the  oontrorersy ;  here,  and  here  only, 
where  the  a^uitment  ought  to  have  been 
made.  They  had  now  been  cantlons  enough 
to  send  on  this  singnlarly  conducted  commis- 
sion one  of  the  ablest  engineers  of  England,  as 
If  for  the  very  pnrpoHe  of  a  military  snrvOT, 
Ur.  R.  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would 
be  adopted. 

Ur.  AixEN  admitted  the  delicacy  of  this  mat- 
tar  ;  but  delicato  as  it  waa.  Congress,  the  Ez- 
ecotive,  and  the  whole  American  people  were 
milted  as  one  man  on  the  merits  of  this  gre^ 
goestloD,  and  in  according  the  right  over  the 
aiaputed  teriitory  to  the  State  of  Uaine.  Hr. 
A.  ardently  desired  that  this  unanimity  might 
be  disturbed  by  nothing  even  doubtfol  or  am- 
biguonsi  and  if  this  resolution  were  donhtfol 
in  its  character,  he  thonght  it  ought  to  be  so 
modified  as  to  remove  all  ambiguity. 

Mr.  BcoRABAiT  said  he  would  cautiously 
avoid,  on  this  occasion,  any  debate  on  the  gen- 
eral subject.  His  opinions  were  snfBaientiy 
well  known  to  render  this  nniieceesary.  There 
were  three  reeolntions  before  the  Senate  for 
oouMderatiott ;  two  of  them,  which  he  thought 
entirely  proper,  called  on  the  President  for  all 
the  con^pondence  between  the  British  Minis- 
ter and  uie  Governor  of  Maine,  the  British 
Government  and  onr  own  Government,  on  the 
subject  of  the  North-eastern  boundary,  which 
have  not  heretofore  been  communicated,  pro- 
vided its  publication  may  not  be  deemed  in- 
oompatible  with  the  public  interest.  We  have 
Just  heard,  almmt  this  Instant,  that  British 
troops  have  occupied  a  portion  of  the  disputed 
territiXT.  The  Senator  from  M^oe,  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams,) ever  true  to  his  trust,  offers  a  resoln- 
tkio,  calling  upon  the  PreddenC  for  all  Hie  I 


information  in  hia  possessioii,  the  pnhlicatim 
of  which  he  might  not  deem  impr(n>er.  All 
this  WHS  very  proper ;  but  what  did  the  restdn- 
tion  of  the  other  Senator  (Mr.  RnaeLss}  pro- 
pose?    Why,  that— [reads  the  resola^n.] 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  this  reso- 
lution t    And,  mark  me,  sir,  I  do  not  oppose 


poets  in  the  disputed  territory,  as  this  resolu- 
tion intimates  he  onght  to  have  done,  would  it 
not  have  been  a  direct  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment concluded  between  General  Scott  and 
Sir  John  Barvey  !  Had  the  President  ai^ed  in 
this  manner,  he  would  have  violated  the  spirit, 
as  the  British,  if  ous  lata  information  should 
prove  to  be  correct,  had  done  trath  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  this  agreement  The  agreement 
had  procured  us  peace  on  the  border,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  should  not  have  been  lightly  dis- 
turbed. The  President  is  asked  what  he  has 
done  under  the  act  of  March,  1839,  when  the 
President  has  expressly  informed  us  that  be 
has  done  nothing,  becauae  the  contingency  con- 
templated in  that  act  had  not  occurred  at  the 
date  of  his  Message.  The  ucsotiotion  was  then 
proceeding  amicaolj,  as  the  Presidenl  had  in- 
formed us,  and  he  hoped  It  might  proftnas  in 
the  same  spirit  until  it  reached  a  peacefrd  Ut- 
mination. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Eeotncky,  said  it  alw^s  gave 
him  great  pleOHare  to  concur,  when  he  oonld, 
in  the  views  of  the  cheirmau  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  Bnt  he  must  now  differ 
from  him  so  far  as  to  think  that  tliere  was  otA 
the  slightest  impntstion  on  the  Fresidait»i  this 
resolution ;  and  the  Senator  himself  seemed  to 
admit  OS  mnch  when  he  said  he  should  make 
no  objeotion  to  its  adoption.  And  farther,  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  had  himself  decland 
that  he  had  no  purpose  whatever  of  censure. 
That  Senator  was  deeply  interested  in  this 
matter,  and  was  even  laudably  dearons  to 
know  all  that  could  be  known  about  it  cmasist- 
ent  with  the  pnblic  interest.  And  to  what  had 
we  come,  if  the  President  was  to  be  asked  no 
question  iu  regard  to  his  official  dutieat  And 
was  there  ncuiing  to  be  allowed  to  a  State 
whose  rights  hod  been  so  long  withheld  I  Sir, 
(said  Ur.  C.,)  while  we  guard  the  Fresiden^ 
let  us  not  he  insensible  to  the  feelings  and  jnst 
rights  of  a  member  of  this  Confederacy.  On 
this  subject  he  saw  no  oocauon  to  oensare  the 
Prendent,  but  God  knows  he  is  sufficiently 
amenable  to  censure  without  going  out  of  the 
way  to  find  it.  Sir,  I  think  there  is  no  inpa- 
totjon  in  the  resolntion,  and  I  hope  it  will  ba 
allowed  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  BnoiuxiH  Btii  that  he  felt  so  much 
confidence  in  the  Senior's  ability  to  oonstn* 
the  meaning  of  language  owrectiy,  and  was  m 


much  pleased  with  the  approbation  he  had  ex- 
pressed of  the  President's  conduct  in  re)  '  '~ 
the  Midne  boundary  controversy,  that 
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api^robation  hod  been  aocompuiied  bj  a  pro- 
testation tliat  the  Preddent  was  Hufflcieatlj 
oensnrable  on  other  qoestionB.  As  to  the  Sen- 
ator's "  Gixi  knows,  &«.,  when  he  brings  for- 
ward his  hill  of  partionlars,  Hi.  B.  tmeted  that 
the  frienda  of  the  Freudont  would  be  able  to 


Preatdent'a  conduct  reapeoting  the  Maine  cod- 
troverar,  and  bo  would  now  vote  with  more 
ehaerftalnesa  for  the  raaolntion. 

Hr.  Datib  said  he  had  listened  jMterdaf 
and  to-da;  to  the  idea  that  this  resolution  im- 
plied ceDimre  on  the  Preddeot ;  bnt  it  had 
never  entered  his  mind  at  all ;  and  as  to  adopt- 
ing the  resolation,  or  an  eqniyalent,  there  could 
be  no  donbt.  The  sentiment  tliroaghoat  Con- 
gress and  tiie  conntry  was  nnaaimous  tn  favor 
of  the  right  of  Kaine ;  and  what  the  President 
in  his  late  Meeasge  bad  swd  was,  we  all  felt 
deeply  to  be  tme,  that  the  ccmtroTerey  had 
eontinoed  too  Iodr.  It  was  fbU  time  for  it  to 
be  bron^t  to  a  dose.  Aad  who  knew  what 
mt^t  be  the  present  state  of  &cts  t  At  the 
last  saarton,  saeh  was  the  eseilement  in  the 
pnUio  mind,  that  when  the  British  were  nboat 
to  take  poeseadon  of  this  territory,  there  *was 
n«at  indigDation  maniflwt«d  here  and  generel- 
Ij.  llune  thongbt  it  her  daty  to  repel  that 
invasion.  And  now  was  the  diffionlty  o^jost- 
ed  f  By  tbe  mediation  of  General  Soott,  sent 
by  this  Govemment,  between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick.  There  was  now  intelligence,  very 
nearly  ofBcial,  tliat  the  territory  was  in  the  oo- 
enpation  of  British  troops,  to  remain  there 
tbrongh  the  winter ;  and  tjiere  was  even  an 
admissioa  by  tbe  Governor  of  New  J^ninswiok 
that  the  agreement  tlien  entered  inwliad  boeo 
.violated.  And  what  waa  the  explanation  of 
the  Qovemor  t  That  it  liad  been  dme,  not  by 
his  aathority,  bat  by  one  still  higher,  viz :  that 
of  tbe  Qovemor  General  of  CMiada.  Mr.  D. 
thought  there  waa  every  reason  to  be  on  tbe 
alert  on  this  sntfjeot,  and  though  he  would 
vidate  no  delicooy,  he  woold  not,  on  tbe  other 
luutd,  tot\ieax,  tiU  fbrbearanoe  ini^t  well  Bnd 
justly  be  consumed  into  tame  sabmission. 
Very  near,  if  not  qnite,  to  this  point  wo  bad 
already  gone,  and  he  thought  there  was  danger 
that  the  British  Government  might  so  coustrae 
it,  and  act  accordingly.  Mr.  D.  therefore  in- 
stated that  this  reaolntion,  or  something  like  it, 
ongbt  to  pass. 

Hr.  ViLUuis  sdd  when  he  offered  Us  reso- 
Intioo,  he  snpposed  it  would  bring  all  the  oor- 
re^ndraoe,  wbieb  tbe  amendment  proposed 
eolliitg  for,  and  be  saw  no  objection  to  the  res- 
<dntioii,  and  hoped  it  wonld  be  adopted. 

'Mr.  AuMH  sud  he  was  entirely  satisfied  with 
tbe  disdalmera  of  tbe  mover,  and  other  gentle- 
men of  the  Oppontion,  of  any  intended  oensnre. 
With  these  disolaimeriL  be  bad  no  obJectioD  to 
tbepasaage  of  the  resolntion. 

Tbe  resolations  were  thea  adiqited. 


Armed  Oeeupation  o/Moriia. 

Mr.  Bbkton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for 
the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  that 
part  of  Florida  overran  ond  infested  by  naa- 
mndiag  bands  of  hostile  Indians,  reported 
the  same  wilb  amendments,  tbe  purport  of 
which  was  to  render  the  settlers  nnder  tbe 
provisions  of  the  bill  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  Territory.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mebbiok,  the  memorial 
and  papers  of  John  Enrtz,  owner  of  the  ship 
Alleghany,  were  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 

The  JtidtptndetU  Tnxuury  SiU 
was  then  taken  up,  end,  after  being  discussed 
by  Messrs.  Hskdzbson,  'WnionT,  Davis,  Bn- 
aoAXis,  Walkkb,  and  Youno,  and  tbe  adop- 
tion of  some  noimportant  amendments,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by 
the  following  vote : 

TiAS. — Uessn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchstwm, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Folton, 
Grundf,  Hublmrd.  Sng,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  UouMd, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Strange,  Tappan,  Woftor,  WilUama,  and 
Wright— 24. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Bolts,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Ciit- 
tenden,  Davis,  Diion,  Henderson,  Enight,  Merrick, 
h^ioholas,  Fhelpl,  FrenCisa,  Preston,  Robinson,  Rug- 
glea,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Wliite,  and  Young — 1 8. 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjoorned  nntil  Monday 


UoKDAT,  Jaunary  20. 
Armed  OeeupatUm  of  Florida. 
The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
infested  by  marandinK  hands  of  hostile  Indiana, 
was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Pbebton  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  tbe  qnestion  was  token 
on  the  passsge  of  the  bill,  and  resulted  as  fol- 

TiAS. — UesarB.  Allen,  Ronton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  CUj  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Gruady,  Hubbard,  King,  linn,  Lumpkin,  Monton, 
Nicholas,  nerce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Toung — IS. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Belts,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Dixon,  Eenderson.  Ki^ght,  Mer- 
rick, Phelps.  Prentiss,  Preston,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Strange,  and  White — IS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

TtTMDAT,  Jannary  fll.    , 

The  Independent  Treatary  Bill 

was  then  taken  up,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
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much  ability  from  Mr.  Walebb,  was,  oa  motion 
of  Kt,  BuoBANAN,  ioformoJl;  passed  over. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Exeontive  bnai- 
ness,  and  Bflerwsrds 

Adjoarned. 


Wedkessat,  January  SS. 
The  Indtpeadtnt  Treamtry  Biil 

was  then  tai:en  np,  and  Ur.  Buchaxas  eooko 
at  great  length,  and  with  mnoh  ability,  in  derem 
of  the  hill,  tuid  ia  reply  to  Mr.  Clat,  who  r 
joined ;  and  after  some  firther  remarks  from 
Meurs.  Buobanam,  Clat  of  Kentnoky,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hknsbssoit, 
The  Senate  a^onrned. 

Tkubadat,  Jannaiy  28. 

The  Ohair  sabraitted  a  Uemagd  from  the 

Frendent  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance 

with  (he  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th 

inat.,  a  portion  of  which  was  read,  as  foIlowR : 

DiPAininrT  or  State, 

WuhingtoD,  FToyeniber  6,  1839. 

8™  r  The  British  Minbter,  in  a  nota  addreeatd  on 
the  Sd  iostmit,  to  thi)  Deportment,  ststcB  that  infor- 
mation, which  had  reached  bts  Government  in  Eng- 
land, and  more  recent  intelllgeDcc  leceiTcd  by  himself 
from  the  sutborilieB  of  the  Frovlnce  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, hod  inadc  il  bia  dut;  to  cidl  the  attention  of 
tbe  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  alleged 
facts  that — Istlf.  The  Bimed  pone  stationed  by  the 
State  of  Maine,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  prop- 
erty in  the  disputed  territorj,  had  eitended  its 
operation,  and  its  armed  occupation  of  the  country 
along  the  whole  way  from  the  valley  of  the  ArooBtook 
to  the  mouth  of  Fish  River,  into  tbe  valley  of  the  St. 
Johns,  oad  thus  into  a  portion  of  the  Uadawaska  sct- 
tlemeuts.  Sdlj.  That  the  est^lishments  formed  by 
persons  compoung  the  armed  parties,  on  the  banks 
both  of  the  AroosWok  and  tbe  F^  River,  had  assamed 
an  aspect  and  character  decidedly  military,  and  mors 
Tepresenting  a  permaoent  national  poasecnon  of  tbe 
country,  Ihui  could  be  required  in  the  civil  poess  of 
a  land  agent,  lemporarilj  occupying  it  for  the  sole 
porpoee  of  preventing  trespasses.  That  those  estab- 
liobmcnts  were  fortified  with  inCienehments  and 
cannon,  and  garrisoned  by  a  number  of  armed 
men,  far  greater  than  the  occasion  would  warrant. 
Sdly.  That  a  permanent  State  road  is  being  con- 
structed, leading  into  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook,  and 
from  thence  on  tbe  south  side  of  the  St.  Johns,  to  the 
Fish  River ;  the  object  of  which  is  to  connect  those 
portions  of  tbe  di»paled  territory,  with  tbe  towns  of 
AufniMa  and  Bangor,  and  other  acknowledged  ports 
of  the  State  of  Maine.  4thlj.  That,  moreover,  land 
surveyors,  acting  under  the  authoritj  of  the  State, 
are  emplojed  in  matting  out  lots  and  townships  within 
the  same  portion  of  the  disputed  territory ;  and  that 
gales  of  land«  are  being  made,  with  deeds  r^ularly 
dravm  under  tbe  authority  of  Maine. 
_  The  British  minister  protested  in" -  -•  ■■ 
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niaiy  last,  first  between  him  and  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  at  Waddngton,  and  subsequently,  by  your 
Eicellency,  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
Major  GenenI  Scott,  for  the  puiTMMe  of  averting  tbs 
danger  of  local  collision  on  ue  uontier,  pending  lbs 
final  settlement  of  the  boundary  qnestion  between 
the  two  Govenunents,  Ihiiju  that  tbe  establishment, 
in  the  mean  time,  of  Uie  new  Iptaicsts,  and  the  gtow- 
ing  up,  aa  it  were,  of  new  proprielaiy  claim*  upon  the 
lands  yet  in  dispute  wUch  are  likely  to  be  the  result 
of  the  acts  referred  to,  may  end  by  embairaaaing  tbe 
action  of  both  Govenumente. 

In  support  of  this  opinion,  Mr.  Fox  states  that  a 
similar  reasoning  was  held  on  the  part  of  the  Coited 
States,  when,  in  tbe  year  18S7,  this  Govenment 
remonstioted  sg^nat  on  alleged  act,  or  design  rather, 
at  encroachment  of  a  leas  objectiooahle  cbanctet 
than  tbe  operaUons  to  which  be  refers,  namely,  the 
surrey  of  a  pn^ected  line  of  railroad  from  Quebec  ta 
St.  Andrews,  passing  through  a  part  of  the  disputed 
territwy,  and  he  adds  that,  for  the  prffiervotion  of 
peace  between  the  people  on  both  sides,  and  of  good 
will  between  tbe  two  nations,  such  acts  as  those  com- 
plained of  ou^t  to  be  desisted  Ovm,  and  the  existing 
anangementa  obaerred  in  good  faith. 

The  Freaident,  to  whom  Mr.  Foi's  note  bad  been 
communicated,  has  directed  me  to  eiprees  to  you  Ms 
amiouB  desire,  that  no  occasion  should  be  pennitled 
to  call  in  question  tbe  falthlHil  observance  by  tbe 
Govcnimenta  of  the  United  States  and  Maine,  at  the 
airangements  referred  to,  a  sentinient  In  which  he  is 
confident  jour  Excellency  will  freely  concur,  and  to 
request  that  you  wi!l  transmit  to  tills  Department 
such  informaUon  as  may  be  in  possession  of  tbe  Gor- 

unent  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  tbe  ads  referred  to, 

order  that  on  appropriate  answer  may  soon  be 
returned  to  Mr.  Fox's  communication, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc,  Aa, 

A.  VAIL,  Acting  Sectctoiy. 
J  ions  Fairtikld. 
Kvemor  of  the  Stato  of  Hafne. 


3%s  ffoMnior  of  Mmtu  to  the  Aeiittg  6 

Sua*. 
EzECcnvB  DiFABmnrr, 

Saco,  Kovember  SI,  IBSS. 
SiK :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recnpt 
of  your  communication  of  tbe  Stb  instant,  reciting  cef- 
tain  complaints  that  have  been  made  by  tbe  EMtilll 
OoTemmcnt,  tlirou^  Its  Minister,  Mr.  Fox,  of  the 
authorities  of  this  State  for  certain  alleged  procee^ip 
tbe  part  of  the  Utter,  in  relation  to  "  the  diqnited 
territory  ;  "  and  I  lose  no  time  in  complying  wiUi  lbs 
request  "  to  transmit  such  information  as  may  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government  of  Maine  in  reUtioa 
to  the  acta  referred  to,  in  order  that  an  appropriate 
answer  may  soon  be  rctuined  to  Mr.  Fox's  MDuna- 
nication." 

The  first  complaint  is  "  that  the  armed  posse  eti- 
ined  by  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  protection  of  Uw 
public  property  In  the  disputed  territory,  advancing 
beyond  the  stipulated  Umits,  has  extended  its  occu- 
pation of  the  country  along  the  whole  way  from  the 
valley  of  tbe  Aroostook  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  River 
into  the  valley  of  tbe  St.  Johns,  and  tbna  hito  a  por- 
tion of  the  Ibdawadia  settlements." 

>|daint  is  probably  founded  on  the  foDo*- 


Oovenmicnt,  against  acts  of  encroachment  on  tiie  ing  facta :  Early  hut  spring,  the  land  agent  of  lbs 
part  of  the  people  of  Mune,  as  being  at  variance  with  I  State  sent  a  Email  force,  coDwating  of  some  twenty- 
ths  agreements  entered  lUo  in  the  month  <^  Feb- 1  five  men,  to  Fish  Uver,  to  disperse  a  band  of  ins- 
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Haera  imderetood  to  be  opentitig  mt  that  place. 
The  enterprise  ma  BDCceesniL  Tbtlr  camps  were 
brokeii  up,  acHDe  of  the  treapaBsera  driven  off,  and  a 
few,  with  theic  teanu,  were  bnugiit  oat  to  the  settle- 
ment on  the  Aroostook,  tbongh  Bubseqtieotl  j  released. 
The  land  acect  deeming  hia  work  but  half  uccom- 
plisbed,  Bgdn  Beat  a  small  force,  of  about  the  aame 
number  of  men  as  composed  the  Erst  partj,  to 
the  month  of  the  Fiah  River,  to  extend  a  boom  across 
it  to  prevent  the  timber,  which  had  been  cut  bj  the 
trespanere,  being  driven  oat  into  the  St  Johna,  and 
to  prevent  further  depredadona  b;  cutting.  That 
Jbne  haa  remained  there  until  the  present  time  ;  and 
bas,  I  believe,  been  Agnail;  snccesfut  in  aocom- 
pli^Dg  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

This  proceeding  violates  no  stipulation  ever  enter- 
ed into  bj  the  autiioritjca  of  tbiit  State.  In  no  proper 
■erne  can  the  Hadawaska  settlements  be  aaid  to  in- 
dade  the  territorj  as  far  west  as  Fish  River,  upon 
titbet  mde  of  the  St.  Johns,  it  being  a  distance  of 
aonie  twenty-five  miles  abore  It,  and  the  two  not 
bMDg  connected  by  continuous  occupations  or  aettle- 
nenta.  But,  supposing  the  llsh  River  territorjr  to 
bo  a  part  of  the  Hadawaska  setticments,  even  then,  I 
maiuUin,  there  has  been  no  infringement  of  the  stip- 
ulations on  the  part  of  this  Stale,  referred  to  bj  Ur. 
Fox.  In  that  arraiicement,  negotiated  t^u«ugh  the 
mgene;  of  GcnerBl  Scott,  the  right  wae  not  relin- 
quished, on  the  part  of  this  State,  of  eoine  anywhert 
upon  the  ditputtd  lerrilory  with  an  armed  posse,  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  timber  then  recentlj 
cut,  and  to  prevent  further  depicdaUoDS ;  but  wich 
rieht  was  eipresslj  reserved,  or  rather  the  intention 
of  eierdsing  it  was  dlstinctlj  avowed. 

So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  armed  posse  have 
confined  their  operations  to  the  objects  before  stated, 
and  have  given  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  unless  the 
probilHting  Colonel  Mclaughlin,  the  provindal  land 
l^ent,  from  driving  timber  down  the  St.  Johns  into 
tbe  province  of  New  Brunswick,  constitutes  such 
csiMe.  And,  in  regard  to  this,  I  most  be  permitted 
to  sa;  that  the  authorities  of  Uoine  can  see  no  reason 
for  making  a  distinction  between  persona  attempting 
to  drive  our  timber  from  the  State  inl  '  ' 
jnrisdlclion,  whatever  maj  be  the  preter 

Secondly,  it  is  alleged  "  that  the  establishments 
formed  by  persons  compo^ng  the  anned  parties  on 
tbe  banks,  both  of  the  Aroostook  and  Tiab  River,  hod 
assumed  an  aspect  and  character  more  decidedly  mil- 
itary, and  more  resembling  a  permanent  national  poa- 
aeaaion  of  tlv;  country,  than  could  bo  rei^ulred  in  thi 
dvil  posK  of  « land  agent  temporarily  occupying  i 
fbr  tbe  tole  purpose  of  preventing  trespasses.  Tba 
flieae  establishments  were  fortified  with  intrcnchmcnts 
and  cannon,  and  garrisoned  by  a  nomber  of  aimed 
men  far  greater  than  the  occadon  would  wuranL" 

The  party  at  flah  River,  ai  before  staled,  is  com- 
posed of  about  twentj-five  men — not  militia  or  sol- 
diers, but  hired  laborers.  A  bnom  bas  by  them  been 
tfarawn  across  the  river  to  stop  the  timber  in  its  pas- 
sage down.  They  have  erected  a  blockhouse  near 
the  boom,  and  are  anned  with  muskets.  If  this 
assumes  "  an  aspect  and  character,"  in  the  eyes  of 
our  provincial  neighbors,  "  deddedly  militaiy,"  we 
hope  it  is  not  formidable  enough  to  create  any  alarm. 
Bat  whether  it  is  a  force  more  than  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  puUic  property  of  the  State  from  numerous 
hands  of  lawless  men,  grown  desperate  by  being  de- 
prived of  their  BccusComed  plunder,  and  over  whom 
beir  own  Government  seems  heretofore  to  hare  had 
but  little  control,  la  a  qoeslioii  irtiicb  tins  Bute  niBt 
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be  permitted  to  dedde  for  itself.  In  snd)  a  esse  tt 
would  be  degrading  to  consent  that  limits  diould  b« 
preaerihed  by  any  power  whatever.  If  the  right  to 
protect  our  territto?  from  Invasion,  and  the  publio 
property  fnan  plunder,  be  clear  and  nndeniable,  w> 
less  so  is  the  choice  of  means  for  carrying  that  n^t 
■      -  ct. 

the  Aroostook  a  laige  number  of  men  have 
been  employed.  A  boom  has  been  extended  acrots 
the  river — a  fortification  of  hewn  timber  erected  near 
it — and  a  blockboaie  and  a  few  other  mora  temponur 
building  put  up.  Tbe  men  stationed  at  what  is  call- 
ed the  Fort,  say  twenty-five  or  thirty  in  number,  are 
armed  with  muskets,  and  I  believe  they  have  also  two 
small  pieces  of  artillery.  Tbo  remainder,  say  one  hnn- 
dred  to  one  hondred  and  twenty-five,  have  been  eo- 
for  the  most  part  in  opening  raiids  for  summer 
as  well  as  winter  Gommuoieation  and  preparing  facili- 
ties for  supplying  the  posse.  How  far  these  procced- 
iogg  furnish  ground  for  the  complaints  of  the  British 
QovemmeDt,  you  will  judge.  That  any  prepoiatioika 
abort  of  them  would  have  been  insuCBcient  to  protect 
the  public  property,  to  me  seems  to  be  clear.  At 
all  events,  the  complunt  st  the  extent  of  this  (brce, 
was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  from  the  Britisti 
Oovemment  Just  at  thb  moment,  when  a  few  dayi 
only  have  elapsed  dnoe  wtne  fifty  of  Its  own  sub- 
jects, bearing  the  Queen's  arms,  and  otherwise  suit' 
liAj  equipped,  headed  by  a  veteran  militia  captain, 
made  on  a^aolt  in  the  dead  of  night  upon  that  very 
force  whidi  is  now  described  as  "  greater  than  tba 

Ko  better  justification  Is  needed  for  the  courss 
wblcb  has  been  pursued  by  Hwne,  especially  In  re- 
gard to  the  force  employed,  than  a  reference  to  this 
case.  Nor  is  the  force  of  the  circumstance  dimin- 
ished hy  the  fact,  that  this  attack  was  repulsed  by 
the  firing  of  but  one  gun  ;  for  a  ^position  is  mani- 
fested which  may  not  always  exhibit  itself  in  so  harm- 
less a  manner.  Again,  the  compldnt  that  our  "  es- 
tablishments upon  the  disputed  territory  fortified 
with  Intronchments  and  cannon,"  would  seem  to  come 
with  but  little  show  of  conustency  from  the  British 
Govenraient,  when  It  has  Just  completed  most  exten- 
nve  and  permanent  barracks  upon  tbe  same  territory, 
north  of  the  Et.  Johns,  and  is  in  the  hnhit  of  trans- 
porting troops  atid  munitions  of  tror  over  it  at  their 
pleasore. 

The  third  allegation  is,  "that  a  pennaaent  Stal« 
road  is  being  constructed,  leading  into  the  valley  of 
the  Aroostook,  and  from  (hence,  on  tiie  south  slds 
of  the  St.  Johns  to  tbe  Fish  River,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  connect  those  portions  of  the  (Usputed 
territory  with  the  towns  of  Augusta  and  Bangor,  and 
other  acknowledged  parts  of  tiie  State  of  Maine," 

That  a  road  commencing  near  Uattawatnkeag  pcdnt, 
in  the  county  of  Penobscot,  extending  to  the  Aroos- 
took River,  and  thence  on  to  the  mouth  lA  I^sh 
River,  upon  the  St.  Johns,  Is  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, and  is  even  now  pusable  the  whole  way  with 
some  vehicles,  is  certainly  true.  But  it  is  not  per- 
ceived why,  at  this  particular  tiae,  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  cause  of  complaint.  This  is  no  new 
tlung.  An  appropriation  for  this  road  was  made  by 
the  Leglalatiire  of  this  Stale  as  eoriy  as  1BS6  ;  from 
which  time  It  has  steadily  progressed,  and  hi  another 
year,  probably,  will  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  completed. 
To  say  nothing  of  other  advantages  anticipated  from 
it,  it  is  manifest  that  tt  will  afiTord  graot  facilities  for 
preventing  treepasses  upon  the  public  lands ;  and 
I  indeed,  I  may  ny  that  trespssstng  on  the  slrcamB 
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emptjing  tugti  up  opoa  tbe  St.  Johns,  ojinot  b« 
prerented  without  such  «  cotd.  Tfaii,  therefore,  is 
no  Dew  project,  got  up  in  violuion  of  uf  atlpuktioD 
or  underataDding,  to  vhich  this  State  h>B  in  anj  way 
been  &  party,  or  for  the  purpose  of  gainiiig  an  ad£- 
tional  extent  of  poaseasion ;  but  is  the  execcise  of  a 
lawfui  right  over  tiisX  portion  of  the  teiritoiy  to 
which  we  tiave  not  only  the  kgal  title,  but  otgi  wliich 
we  have  ever  had  poBseaaion  and  jurisdiction. 

But,  again,  nuiy  1  not  inquire  with  what  pn^ety 
and  conautency  this  complaint  ia  made  on  the  p«it  M 
Great  Britain,  when  she  haa  herself  conitncted  a 
permanent  railroad  over  a  large  part  of  the  territory 
iKirth  of  the  St.  Johns,  whii±,  it  is  undetMood,  was 
very  thoroughly  repaired  the  present  season,  and 
DTer  which  her  gutgectB  are  constantly  passing. 

'Hie  last  all^ation  is,  "  that  land  surveyors,  acting 
imder  the  au^ority  of  the  6tst«,  are  employed  In 
marking  oat  lota  and  townships  within  the  same  por- 
tion of  the  disputed  territory,  and  that  sales  of  land 
are  being  made  with  deeds  r«gul*iij  dr>wn  under  the 
authority  of  Uaine." 

That  Maine  is  now  managing,  in  the  particulars 
mentioned,  the  lands  upon  the  Aroostook,  and  thosB 
north  of  the  St  Johna,  in  the  same  manner  that  she 
baa  been  accustomed  to  since  her  separatlmi  fiom 
IIaaacbiiBetts,and  as  that  Stato  maiuged  them  prior  to 
that  period,  is  true.  For  the  last  thirty  years  we 
have  been  occasionally  surveying  and  lotting  these 
lands,  granting  them  for  hterary,  charitable,  and 
religious  purposes,  and  Belling  in  small  lota  (o  actual 
■ettlen.  JLnd  has  this  bouidary  question  so  ihr  ad- 
vanced, it  nuy  be  aaked,  that  wo  caniMt  now  do,  with- 
out a  remoiuitnnce  on  tile  part  of  the  Britiah  Oovam- 
tnent,  what  we  have  been  so  long  in  tbe  habit  of  dotatg  t 
Has  the  almost  intenninatile  n^otialions — all  a.e 
efforts  that  have  been  put  forth— all  the  events  that 
have  occurred — especially  the  eiciting  events  of  the 
last  year,  but  served  to  weaken  our  tiue,  dimimxh  our 
rights,  and  curtail  our  privil^es  T  Sure  I  am  that 
Maine  <rill  not  readily  adopt  such  a  view,  or  qoietiy 
yield  to  Its  consequeneea.  She  hai  been  Indnlj^ 
the  hope  that  son»  ^ogrcM  made  towards  an  ae- 
knowledgment  of  her  rights,  and  the  acqnidtion  of 
her  nroneity  had  been  iriide,  and  I  am  well  persuaded 
10  dIsponUoQ,  at  the  pteeeut  time,  to  make 


any  retrogi»de  ni 

In  cotopliance  with  your  request,  I  have  now  oom- 
monicated  the  &cts  uptm  which  the  complaints  of  the 
British  Government  are  supposed  to  be  founded.  In 
doing  It,  and  in  the  accompanying  renmiks,  1  have 
had  no  intention  or  desire  of  prodncing  iiritatian, 
or  adding.  En  any  degree,  to  the  eicatcment  already 
existing.  This  sut^ect  is  far  too  momentoos,  and  too 
neariy  involves  tbe  peace  of  the  countries  interested, 
to  Justify  any  remarks  founded  la  paMbni  cr  feeUta> 
But  it  is  due  to  tbe  State,  whose  wnn,  upon  tUa 
occasion,  I  un,  as  well  aa  l«  the  wb^  oountry,  to 
weak  plainly,  and  without  di^nise.  And,  under 
this  solemn  impresaloii,  I  must  aay,  tiMt  Maine,  in  my 
oiunion,  bss  done  notiilng  wUoh  abe  was  not  ftUly 
justified  in  doinif,  and  uotUt^  wUdi  iba  will  not  be 
ready  to  defend  with  her  best  powers,  And  fbcdier, 
that  though  she  has  not  yet  taken  milUei7  powtwloa 
of  the  diluted  territory,  a  contitraed  diqwaitian,  on 
the  put  of  the  British  Uovemmcot,  to  delay  a  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  queatio>^  wiD  not  lliil,  in  my 
opinioik,  to  induce  sudi  a  st^  whatever  niej  be 
the  GOnsequencea,  ihould  she  not  be  relieved  from 
that  fcapondbUity  by  the  action  ctf  (be  Oenend  Gov- 


JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Governor  of  H 
A.  Tail,  Esq.,  Acting  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Bun  OF  Hxin,  Szictmvi  DsrAkmar, 
Augusta,  Deoetnher  i3,  ISSB. 
Sib  :  Tt  having  been  reported  to  me  that  a  lar^^ 
number  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed  at  Tem- 
iscousta  Lake,  in  the  disputed  territory,  and  sedng 
extracts  ftom  the  provindal  papers  conflrm^oiy  ^ 
these  reports,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  apply  directiy 
to  the  Ideutenant  Govemor  of  tbe  Province  of  Kew 
Brunswick,  which  I  did  by  letter  of  the  12tB  Instant, 
to  ascertain  whether  these  reports  were  well  founded 
or  not  His  answer,  under  date  of  December  llHh) 
I  received  yesterday,  while  on  my  way  to  this  idsce. 
My  letter  and  the  reply  are  both  herewith  enclosed. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  two  companies  of  BriUdi 
troops  have  actually  been  mardied  into  the  disputed 
territory,  and  stationed  at  the  Temiscouata  htkt, 
where  it  is  well  known  eitendve  bamdu  bad  be«n 
previously  erected.  lUs  is  deariy  a  violation  of  tha 
spirit  of  the  Bgreonent  entered  into  between  the 
Lieutenant  Govemor  of  Kew  Brunswidc  and  myself 
In  March  last,  though  the  orders  have  been  imaed 
by  the  Govemor  of  Lower  Canada.     I  submit,  also, 


whether  tbe  facts  do  not  clearly  show  an  invasion  of 
tiie  State  of  Maine,  which  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  under  the  directions  of  tbe 
act  aforesaid,  as  well  as  under  tlie  obligations  of  tba 
constitution,  is  bound  to  repel. 

I  may  add,  that  I  am  well  informed  that  the  BriV 
iA  Government  is  also  erecting  barracks  upon  both 
aides  of  the  St  Johns,  near  the  mouth  of  Uk  H^s- 
waska  Kver,  and  that  troops  are  concentrating  at 
Grand  Falls.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  deem 
it  to  be  tny  duty  la  call  upon  the  Oovemmcnt  of  tbe 
United  Slates  for  that  protection  of  this  Sute  fms 
Invasion,  guaranteed  to  her  in  tbe  eonstitutkm. 

With  &e  highest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Governor  of  HaiDe. 


Bncimvi  Darianmrr, 
Saco,  December  IS,  1SS9. 

Sik:  Having  lecn  b  the  public  prints  extntcta 
trora  some  of  tiie  provincial  papers,  stating  tiiat  two 
re^ments  of  British  troops  had  been  stationed  si 
Temiscouata  Lake  in  the  disputed  territory,  I  have 
been  induced  to  inquire  of  your  Eicellency  whether 
there  be  any  foundation  for  these  reports.  A  roove- 
ment  so  clearly  in  violstion  of  the  arrangement  en- 
tered into  through  tbe  mediation  of  Oennal  Scott,  I 
dull  not  permit  myself  to  believe  your  Exctilency 
would  make,  without  stronger  eridence  than  a  newa- 
pwer  paragraph. 

The  extreme  sendtivenees  of  the  public  mind  upon 
this  sntject,  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  percdve, 
aflbfdi  additional  rcMons  fbr  an  earij  K-' — "-^ 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  hig^  Ttgptci,  four 
XxccUencv'R  obedient  Mrraat, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 
Oorenwr  of  Uuna. 
Hts  Exc*;  IbO-  Q<B-  ^  Jo™  Habttt, 

IJant  Oorenor,  Fratince  of  New  Bnmawli^. 

-    OoTnmiun  Hoosi, 
VrwUitiAtaa,  N.  R,  Dec  18,  1830. 
Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  tckoowledge  the  receipt, 
tfaii  da;,  of  Toor  EiceUency^  letter  of  the   12th 

Whitere 


,  . .  te  of  Lower 

bj  mtbotttf  miperior  to  mine,  bat  I  apprehend  they 
have  eoDriMed,  not  of  (ao  rtgimtTiU,  bnt  of  one  or 
two  (BMfNtinDt,  (aa  Bnall  a  detadnacnt  as  caa  well  be 
Bade  (o  M  great  a  tjlitwice,  oonaJatwitlr  with  the 
f— '-"""-  of  a  dne  degree  of  (UadpUne,)  tot  the 
ptoteedon  of  eert^  bnUdiiiga  wUdi  hare  been  coo- 
Knieted  fbr  ibe  better  aemnuDoilBiion  of  liBr  imee^ 
boofa  OB  thdr  march  bMweea  the  npper  and  lowm 
pcoiteeea,  tad  of  the  proriiloiw,  Motet,  and  otber 
pid£e  propertr  (hetein  depedted. 

A  «op7  of  foar  EioeUetio^  letter  diall  be  trms- 
milted  bj  me  to  the  anthontlea  in  f^""^',  irfao,  I 
eao  Mnire  Toor  EieeUencj,  are  u  ani^ona  aa  I  am 
that  the  ipirit  aa  well  m  the  tetter  of  the  (greement 
entered  into  between  yonr  Eicellsncy  and  mj'self^ 
under  the  mediation  of  Qen.  ScoU  in  Harah  laat, 
dKNdd  be  BcmpaloQal;  obeerred  on  onr  psH. 

''     '  'D  be,  with  high  reepect,  yoor 


J.  HARVEY, 
K^.  Qen.  Lt.  Oot.  New  Bnuuwlck. 
Bis  Exodlency  Oot.  FAranzLD, 

Saco,  State  of  Halne. 

Sterttarj  o/  Statt  to  (JU  Omvmor  ef  Mtmu. 
DiriRTHCm  or  Stati, 
Waihlngton,  January  2,  1840. 

Sn :  Tour  letter  of  the  S8d  ultinio,  to  the  Pred- 
dent,  haa,  with  ita  endoeores,  been  received  and  re- 
femd  to  thie  Department.  Tho  information  therein 
GOnUiiied,  respecting  the  alleged  occupation  bj  Brit- 
tah  troops,  of  a  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  had 
before  nached  him  (Vom  anoth^  quarter,  and,  by  bis 
direction,  hul  immediately  been  nude  the  aubject  of 
repieaeatatious  from  tUs  Department  to  the  Britlih 
Htniater,  aooompanied  bj  a  request  that  lie  would 
commanicate  aneh  infomution  in  relation  to  the 
anbfect  u  he  might  hare  in  hia  poawaiMon,  or  oonld 
obtain  tana  the  Britiafa  colonial  authorities.  Pre- 
Buming  tlut  the  deurcd  iofbrmation  U  to  be  procured 
from  tlie  lagtmentioaed  source,  BuHBcicnt  time  haa 
not  yet  been  aflbrded  for  that  purpoae ;  bat  I  am 
inatmcted  by  the  Pre^dent  to  Btile,  that  so  aoon  aa 
an  aiwwer  is  reoeired  from  Qie  British  Uiniater,  its 
purport  sball  l>e  communicated  to  your  ExceUeocy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  leipectfUly,  your  Excellen- 
cy^ obedient  eerranl,  

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Sxcellency  JoBR  FiinrtiLD, 

Goremor  of  Haine. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Fariyth. 

WiaHiBOTON,  NoTetnbet  !,  1839. 
Infbcmatioa  which  has  been  rmorted  to  het  Bii' 
tannic  ICqesty'd  QoTcmment  in  England,  and  more 
Rceni  intelligence  which  bu  been  conv^ed  to  the 


the  British  anthoiitics  in  the  Fror- 
of  New  Bransirid^  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
undersigned,  hw  Britannic  M^jeaty's  Envoy  Eitnor- 
dUnary  and  Minister  Plenipoteatiary,  to  call  the  imme> 
diate  and  serious  atlenttoD  of  the  Goreinment  of  the 
Cnlted  Slates  to  the  extensive  and  unscrupnlons 
(althourii  it  1b  t4>  be  hoped  and  believed  the  uoan- 
IfaoriJied)  acta  of  encroatdmient  irtilch  continue  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ualne,  within 
the  line  of  the  diqniled  teiritary. 

It  is  unneoeaaary  here  to  recqiitulate  the  terma  <f 
Am  aereral  ^reanents  whidi  wera  entered  into  in  the 
iDonlbsof  F«l>niAi7ai>dHardiIast,flrat  between  th« 
Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  Dnited  Stales  and  the  under- 
dsned,  at  Waddngton,  and  afterward  between  the 
I&utenant  Oomnor  of  New  Bnmswi^  the  Oot- 
emor  of  Maine,  and  U^or  General  Scott,  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  army,  for  the  poipoae  of  avertuig  the  dan- 
ger of  local  oollinon  upon  the  Iron^er,  pending  the 
Inal  settlement  of  the  boundary  question,  between 
the  Ooreinments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  The  lennB  of  tiicae  ureementa,  and  thdr 
true  intent  and  meaning,  are  sufidenily  well  known. 
Her  Hs^sav'sanUioritieshaTe,  on  thdr  part,  not  rally 
avapnlomly  adhered  to  the  letter  and  qniit  of  Iha 
Migi^iemenla  refened  to,  but  they  have  been  dedront 
i^ion  every  oocadon  of  interpreting  in  the  most  frank 
and  liberal  manner  any  point  apon  which  a  doubt  or 
cavil  oould  arise. 

The  ondetsigned,  however,  r^retato  ny  that  the 
same  oorrect  and  ecnipaloas  obaerVance  haa  not 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Italne,  or  that 
of  the  subordinate  officen  employed  by  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  State. 

The  armed  posse  ttom  the  State  of  iliiae,  which 
it  was  agreed  upon  should  l>e  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  diqmted  territory,  within  certain  limits,  for  the 
purpoee  «f  guaidfaig  the  timber  upon  the  disputed 
lands  from  vaate  and  epoliation,  has  already  ad- 
vanoed,  it  appean,  ftr  beyond  those  limits,  eitend- 
It^  Us  operations,  and  its  snoed  occupation  of  the 
coantry,  along  the  whde  way  from  the  valley  of  the 
Aroostook  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fish  River,  into  the 
valley  of  the  upper  St.  Johns,  and  thus  into  a  por- 
tion  of  the  Uadawaska  settlements.  All  this  desriy 
at  variance  with  the  terma  and  sjurit  of  the  engage- 
ments signed  by  the  Governor  of  Uoine,  under  Stt 
sanction  and  guarantee  of  Gen.  Scott. 

Tbo  eatabhshmenta,  also,  wliich  have  been  formed 
by  the  pereooa  eomposbig  the  armed  parties,  on  the 
banks  bolh  oC  (he  Aroostook  and  of  the  Fish  Ktver, 
have  aanmed  an  aq>ect  and  character  more  deddedly 
militwy,  and  more  lesemtding  a  permanent  nation^ 
possssrion  of  the  coantry  than  can  be  dther  required 
or  juatiAed  in  the  mvil  posse  of  a  land  agent,  boId> 
lug,  for  the  sde  purpoae  of  pi«vendng  bopaBCS,  the 
(eupotary  ocei^aUon  of  a  diMrict  wMch  Is  dimned 
by  two  putiea,  and  the  title  to  whidi  ia  not  yet  MtOed 
between  them.  Hmss  eatabliahmenia  or  staUona 
ere  fortified  with  Introidnnents  and  with  cannon ; 
and  the  numbn  (^  armed  men  compodng  tfa^r  gar- 
liscma  is  &r  greater  than  (be  occasion  can  warrant 
A  petmsnent  State  road  is  also  being  constructed  from 
the  frontier  of  Xaine  into  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook, 
and  fiam  thence  on  the  south  side  of  the  SL  Johns 
to  the  Fisb  Rtver,  the  otgect  of  which  raed  is  to  con- 
nect thoee  portions  of  the  disputed  territory  with  the 
of  Augusta  and  Bangor  and  other  at^owledg- 
of  the  State  of  lUne. 

can  tlut  land  sorveyors,  acting 
under  tbe  autiiorl'ty  of  the  Slate  of  llaine,  are  em- 
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ion  which  her  Mideatj^  Oor- 


drawn  under 

eminent' 

of  tbe  BritSgfa  crown,  formed,  on  the  eonbur, 

wnized  part  of  tbe  pabllo  domala  of  the  State  of 


1,  lying  itilhiD  •  m^on  which  her  Miii 
lent  eonfidentlf  diliiii  to  be  k  rigbtfu 


It  is  true  thst  the  present  cc 
and  the  wrangttil  occupation  of  tbe  land  bj  the  dti' 
lenB  of  Uitine,  whether  acting  u  nnairthorixed  indi- 
viduals, or  wilh  the  ssnction  <u  the  witharitlea  of  the 
State,  cBunot  in  any  wa;  place  in  jcopwdj  the  ercnt- 
ual  rigliU  of  Great  Brilaiii,  for  wbttever  dnll  be  the 
line  of  bouodirr  between  her  Muesty's  poneeilDnB 
and  the  RepubUc  of  the  Cailed  Statee,  deBnltetj 
recognized  [md  decided  upon  by  the  two  Gorem- 
menta,  either  through  the  attainment  of  the  true  tine 
of  the  treaty  of  1T8S,  or  through  the  adoption  of  a 
conventional  line,  her  MajeBtj'B  Government  will 
hnve  to  rely  upon  tbe  Federal  GoTemment  of  the 
Uciwd  States  in  conjunction  with  the  OoTemment 
of  her  Majesty,  to  ssaert  and  carry  oat  the  decirion, 
whatever  may  be  tbe  views  and  pretensions  of  tbe 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Uaine  notwithstanding. 
But  it  is  evident  that  the  establishment,  in  the 
mean  time,  of  new  in(«reet)i,  and  the  growing  up,  ai 
it  were,  of  new  proprietary  claimi  npon  the  lands 
which  are  yet  in  dispute,  roay  end  by  embarraauDg 
the  action  of  both  Governments ;  of  the  Government 
to  whidi  the  district  shall  be  finally  allotted,  and 
of  the  Government  which  will  be  called  upon  definite- 
ly to  rctinqniah  it. 

The  same  argument  has  been  held,  and  (be  same 
principle  has  been  contended  for,  by  the  Gorem- 
mcDt  or  the  United  States  no  leaa  than  by  the  Oov- 
emmCDt  oT  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  in  the  Imme- 
diate recollection  of  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States,  that  when,  in  the  year  1BS1,  an  alleged  act, 
or  design  rather,  of  encroai^mient,  of  a  far  less  direct 
or  objectionable  character  than  the  operation  referred 
to  in  ibe  present  note,  namely,  the  surrey  of  a  pro- 
jected line  of  railroad  from  Quebec  to  St.  Andrews, 
pasdng  though  a  part  of  the  diluted  territory,  was 
complained  of  and  remonstrated  against  by  tbe  Pree- 
Ident,  her  Uiyetty'a  Governiacnt  immediately  oon- 
sented  to  order  that  survey  to  be  relinqoidied.  The 
undersigned  cannot  doabt  but  that  the  Govemment 
of  tbe  Dni(«d  States  will  now,  on  their  part,  be 
gaidcd  by  a  similar  snd  redprocal  disposition. 

The  undenngned,  therefore,  while  protesting,  in 
Uie  flrst  place,  fonnally,  in  the  name  of  bis  Govern- 
ment, a^unst  tbe  acts  of  encroachment  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Uoine,  above  enumerated  and  complain- 
ed of,  urgently,  also,  and  for  tbe  ends  of  peace 
and  good  will,  appeals  to  the  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  those  acts  of  encnMctunent  to 
be  dedsled  from,  tn  order  that  whenever  a  practical 
adjustment  of  the  line  of  boundary  shall  be  obtained, 
no  minor  or  inddental  occauons  of  dispute  may 
rcmoia  te  obstruct  that  final  aod  IVieadly  settlement 
of  the  controversy,  which  tbe  undersigned  feels  per- 
suaded it  is  the  equally  earnest  desire  of  both  Gov- 
ernments to  accomplish. 

Tbe  nndeielgned  avails  himself  of  this  occadon 
to  renew  to  (he  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  tbs  asturuce  of  bi«  dtstiagiiished  conddcni- 
tion.  H.  S.  FOX. 

Hod.  tOBK  FoBsmi,  Ik.,  &c,  && 


[2fliHCon 

Mr.  Foriytk  la  Mr.  Fat. 

DnABTKUTT  or  Bute, 
Washington,  December  SI,  ]B3>. 

The  tmderrigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  Um 
United  States,  having,  in  pursuance  of  dlicctiMS 
IWim  the  President,  requested  the  Governor  of 
llaine  to  eommuoieate  to  him  such  iufotmaliiiD 
as  might  be  in  his  posaenlon  In  relation  te  a  com- 
plaint preferred  by  Ur.  Foi,  Envoy  Eitraordiur; 
and  JClnister  PlenipotentiarT  of  Great  Brilaia,  is  l 
note  dated  tbe  Sd  ultimo,  of  alleged  eacroachmniU 
on  the  part  of  the  Bute  of  Maine  upon  tbe  territMT 
in  dkspate  on  tbe  Northeastern  frontier  of  H* 
United  Statea,  is  enabled,  by  a  recent  cDrnmimica- 
tiim  li«m  the  Qovernor  of  the  State,  U  lay  befon 
Mr.  Fox,  for  tbe  information  of  Ms  Govemnut, 
the  foUowing  slatementa  and  observations: 

With  reference  to  the  first  ground  of  comphunt, 
the  Dadersigned  is  informed  that,  ewty  last  epriag, 
the  land  agent  of  Maine  despatehed  a  small  forct^ 
of  aljoot  twe«ity-8ve  men,  te  Rsh  Hiv«, 


consequence  of  which  tbe  trespaaaen'  camps  len 
broken  np,  some  of  them  driven  otT,  and  a  l(*i 
with  their  teams,  brought  to  the  settlement  oa  da 
Aroosteok,  but  subsequently  released  :  that  the  lu^ 
agent,  in  fucther  pursuance  of  what  he  deemed  at 
duty,  again  sent  a  party  of  about  the  same  namUr 
of  men  to  the  mouth  of  Fish  Kiver,  te  extend  > 
boom  Bcroas  it,  in  order  to  prerent  the  timbir, 
wliich  had  been  cut  by  the  t[«8paBsers,  from  b«ri| 
driven  out  Into  the  St,  Johns,  and  to  hinder  tartlieT 
depredations  by  cutting.  The  object  of  the  cipe- 
dition  had  been  accomplished,  and  the  p>i>T  '^ 
mained  on  the  ground,  at  the  date  of  tbe  GovomM'i 


Bo  far  the  undermgned  Is  nrtable  to  percare  llut 
any  thing  has  been  done  by  the  people  of  Uv^ 
in  any  way  contravening  toe  sfurit  of  tbe  agree- 
ment entered  inte  with  Ur.  Fox,  or  that  of  Ihetf- 
mngement  proposed  by  Qcnenil  Scott,  and  l^ 
•cribcd  to  by  the  authorities  of  Maine  and  Ne* 
Brunswick.  In  the  Bi«t  place,  the  territory  contip- 
QUI  w  the  mouth  of  the  Fish  fiiver,  on  either  eidea 
tbe  St.  JobDH,  can,  la  no  proper  seoae,  be  «"■ 
sidered  as  included  in  the  Madnwasha  Bciue- 
ment.  It  ia  distant  some  twenty-five  miles  aboie 
it,  and  the  two  points  are  not  connected  by  uf 
continuous  occupation*  or  settlements  of  the  com^ 
try.  But  even  if  the  poii 
of  the  Madawoska  settiem 
2Tth  of  February  stipulated  that  ii 
necessity  for  diapcrelng  noMrious  — , 
protecting  public  property  from  depredation,  ij 
armed  force,  tbe  operation  would  be  coodncted 
jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agreemenli  b^ 
tween  the  Governments  of  Mune  and  New  Sni^ 
wick.  Under  snch  an  agreement,  ncgotialM 
through  the  agency  of  General  Bcott,  tbe  Ooversw 
of  M^oe  was  to  maintein  within  the  disputed  l» 
ritory,  under  a  land  agent,  a  enaU  civil  poMf, 
armed  or  unarmed,  to  protect  the  timber  recFsUf 
cut,  and  to  prevent  further  depredations,  withont 
any  limitation  as  to  the  sphere  of  its  operation  'iw 
in  the  bounds  of  the  disputed  teriilory.  To  tix  *'' 
tainmenC  of  those  ends,  the  action  of  the  partis 
detached  by  the  Maine  land  agent  appears,  so  br  el 
tbe  undersigned  is  informed,  to  have  bees  stiidl; 


a  tbe  event  «C 
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As  to  the  military  aspect  and  character  alleged 
by  Ur.  Fox  to  ban  been  ■mutned  by  the  paTties 
on  the  Aroostook  aud  Hah  River,  It  appears  that 
those  despatches  to  the  lost-mentioned  points, 
eompoacil,  as  stated,  e*eh  of  about  tireaty-STe  men, 
Deitber  tDiliiia  nor  soldiers,  bat  hired  laborers, 
were,  it  U  truu,  armed  wilh  muskets,  uid  bud  ex- 
lendod  a  boom  across  the  riTer,  and  erected  a  block- 
house for  its  protection  and  dieir  own  against  the 
Donieroiii  bands  of  UwkM  meo,  grown  desperate 
by  being  deprived  of  their  aconstotned  plaoder,  and 
orer  whom  her  U^esty's  anthormes  appsar  to  have 
exercised  but  little  control  Such  measures  of  pre- 
caution eanaot  bat  be  regarded  as  dictated  by  pm- 
dential  motiTCs,  if  not  by  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
and  the  fitness  and  extent  of  the  preparation,  ap- 
pear to  the  nnderrigned  qoestions  which  could  not 
nnderstaudingly  be  discutwed  away  from  the  scene 
of  acUoD,  and  wMcb,  of  neeesaity,  pan  only  be 
properly  decided  by  thosa  persoos  whose  safety 
was  tu  be  aecarsd. 

Upon  the  Aroostook,  wUch  has  been  the  plrot 
of  the  operations  of  the  land  agent's  posse,  a 
larger  number  of  men  hare  been  employed.  They 
have  also  extended  a  boom  across  the  rirer,  and 
erected  near  it  a  fortification  of  hewn  limber,  and 
a  tew  other  more  temporary  buildings.  The  twenty- 
Stc  or  thirty  men  stationed  there,  are  likewise 
armed  wilh  moskets,  and.  it  is  believed,  hare  also 
two  small  pieces  of  artillery.  The  remainder,  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fire,  hsTC,  for  the  most 
part,  been  engaccd  in  opening  roads  for  summer, 
as  well  as  for  wioter,  communications,  and  in  pre- 
paring fsclUlies  for  supplying  the  posse.  Any  pre- 
parattoDS  short  of  these,  woald,  lE  is  stated,  have 
been  InnilEcient  to  protect  the  public  property : 
and  the  autboritiss  of  Uaine  oannot  repress  a  senti- 
ment of  surprise,  that  these  should  now  be  made  a 
■object  of  complaint,  when,  but  a  short  Ume  since, 
the  eatablishmcnt  Wat  assaolted  by  a  party  of 
some  fifty  men,  auitably  equipped,  oommanded  by 
a  captain  of  militia,  and  bearmg  the  Queen's  arms, 
la  the  repulsion  of  which  tlie  ocenpaots  diqilayed  a 
spirit  of  forbearance  and  moderation  sufficiently  in 
harmony  with  the  avowed  and  sole  object  of  their 
ocoapation  of  the  territory ;  and  that  surprise  is  in 
no  way  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  agents  of 
the  British  Government  have  just  completed  ei' 
tenure  and  permanent  barracks  on  the  same  terri- 
tory, north  of  the  St.  Johns,  and  are  in  the  habit 
of  traoiporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war  over  it 
at  (heir  convenience. 

Tho  conatntetioQ  of  the  road  leading  into  the 
rallcy  of  the  Aroostook,  would  not,  it  is  appre- 
hontlcd,  have  been  deemed,  at  this  time,  a  just 
cause  of  cnoipUint,  bad  Ur.  Fox  adverted  to  the 
fact  that  the  work  was  eommeoced  as  long  ago  as 
1820,  under  an  appropriation  by  tbe  LeglsbCure  of 
the  State  of  Maine,  and  that  from  that  time  it  has 
steadily  advanced,  so  that  another  year  will  probably 
■ee  it  completed,  from  near  Mattawamkeag  Pobit, 
in  Ifae  county  of  Penobecot,  to  the  Aroostook 
River,  and  thence  to  tbe  month  of  llsh  River,  on 
the  St.  Johns.  It  is,  therefore,  no  new  project, 
conflicting  with  any  existing  arrangement,  nor  ikith 
any  understanding  to  which  the  Sute  of  Uaine  has 
become  a  party,  bat  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  right 
over  a  portion  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  of  and 
over  which  it  ever  has  had  possesrion  and  jurisdic- 
tion. To  say  nothing  of  other  advantages  antici- 
pated from  tbe  completion  of  the  road,  It  will  afford 


great  fadlltlea  for  preveotin^  trespasses  upon  the 
publio  lands;  and,  Indeed,  it  is  conudered  that 
irespasung  upon  the  streams  emptying  lugh  up 
npon  tbe  St.  Johns,  cannot  be  prevented  without 
such  a  road. 

The  Governor  of  Haina  considers,  that,  in  carry- 
ing on  the  work  referred  to,  the  State  has  done  no 
more  that  is  inconsiatent  with  the  respective  ririila 
of  the  parties,  than  have  the  suthori^s  of  ner 
UiUesty's  province,  in  constroc^Dg,  and,  recently, 
as  it  is  understood,  in  thoroughly  repairing  a  per- 
manent mail  road  over  a  large  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory north  of  the  St.  Johns. 

The  last  allegatJon  in  Hi.  Fox's  note,  forming  a 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  Btale  of  Maine,  re- 
lates to  her  management  of  the  lands  upon  tbe 
Aroostook.  In  this  particular,  tbe  nndcrsigned  is 
enabled  to  observe  that  the  proceedings  comidaln- 
ed  of  difler,  in  no  way,  from  those  which  Haiae, 
rinee  her  separation  from  UaasaehtiBetts,  and  tbe 
last-named  State  previously  to  It,  have  ever  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  the  pi^ic  lands.  For  the  last 
thirty  years  the  Btate  has  been  ocouionaUy  sar- 
veying  and  lotting  those  lands,  granting  them  for 
literary,  charitable,  and  religious  purposes,  and 
selling  them  in  small  lots  to  actual  Bettiera.  Of  this 
right,  so  long  exercised,  Maine  alleges  that  she  hss 
done  nothing  to  divest  herself,  and  that  the  dis- 
cussions and  negotiations  upon  the  Maine  qnesllon 
of  boundary  could  not  have  bad  the  effect  of 
weakening  her  title  to  rights  she  had  so  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  eijoylng. 

It  is  with  no  little  surprise  that.  In  the  face  of  tbe 
complaints,  which  form  ths  subject  of  Ur.  Fox's 
note,  the  President  has  received  intelligence  of  her 
Majesty's  colonial  authonLies  having  recently 
stationed  a  regiment  of  regular  troops,  part  at 
the  north,  and  part  at  the  south  end  of  Lake 
Temisconats,  and  of  her  Majesty's  forces  having 
commenced  building  barracks  on  both  rides  of  the 
St.  Johns,  at  its  confiuence  with  the  Madawaska. 
Such  proceedings  on  Uie  part  of  tho  agents  of  tbe 
British  Government  would,  if  tnie,  conatitute  such 
a  flagrant  contravention  to  the  existing  understand- 
ing between  the  parties,  that  the  President  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  report  which  has  reached  him  of 
the  occupation  referred  to,  is  fbnnded  upon  incor- 
rect information. 

The  underslgDcd  reqaests  that  Ur.  Fox  will  com- 
municate to  bim  such  Information,  if  pny,  as  he 
may  have  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  will,  by  such  representations  as 
the  circumstances,  if  founded  in  fact,  will  obvi- 
ously suggest.  Impress  her  Majesty's  colonisl  an- 
thoriUes  ttith  a  sense  of  tbe  inexpediency  and 
imprudence  of  such  proceedings,  and  of  the  un- 
happy consequences  likely  to  attend  thdr  persist- 
ence thereio. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox  the  assurance  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration.  JOIIN  FOBSYTH. 

HinaT  a  Fox,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 

Jfr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Fonyth. 

Washinqton,  Jan.  12,  IMQ. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Uijesly's  Envoy 

Extraordinary   aud   Minister  Flenlpotenliary,  luis 

the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  offlclal 

addressed  to  him  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State  of 

the  United  Stales,  on  the  S4th  of  December,  la 
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reply  to  •  prerions  note,  wUch,  by  direclioa  of^ii 
Gorernment,  the  nnder^gncd  bad  addregsed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  oq  the  3d  of  November,  In  rela- 
tioD  to  tkHoiis  and  continued  acta  of  cncroacb- 
meoC  committed  by  tbe  autboriiies  and  inbiblteDta 
of  tbe  Btate  of  Maine,  witbin  that  tract  of  (enitaiy 
on  tbe  NoTth-eastem  frontier  of  tbe  Uoited  Stat«i, 
the  true  title  to  the  powesdon  of  which,  according 
to  the  tennt  of  the  treaty  of  17BII,  ia  at  prewat  lu 
dispute  between  tbe  British  and  American  Gotctd- 

The  undcrriffned  has  loit  no  time  \a  tnannicting 
to  ber  If  ^jeaty  a  GoTernment  the  offlcisl  note  of  the 
Eecrelary  of  Btate.  Ho  has,  in  tbe  mean  time,  to 
eipieaa  bia  extreme  regret  that  the  eiplanatloai 
Airnlshed  by  the  aiitborilin  of  the  Sute  of  BIttiae, 
and  communicated  to  the  nnderaigned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  relation  to  the  encroachments 
complained  of,  both  aa  regards  the  construction  of 
roads  and  public  works,  and  the  sale  and  alienation 
of  lands,  are  of  a  cbara«ter  which  must  tender  thetn 
altogether  unsatisfactory  to  the  Qoremmeat  of 
Great  Britain.  It  would  appear,  in  fact, 
reference  by  the  General  Government  to 
thoritics  of  Maine,  of  the  compUdntg  preferred  by 
Great  Britain,  had  produced  do  other  reply 


The  uaderaigned  doea  not  permit  himeeir 
linqnisb  the  hope  that,  through  the  wisdom  and 
integrity  pf  the  General  Goverament  of  the  United 
States,  in  unison  wltb  the  sincere  endeavora  of  her 
Majesty's  GoTeranient,  it  nill  stitl  be  fouod  possi- 
ble to  bring  tbe  pending  controverBy  of  the  diepuled 
bonndary  to  a  satisfaclory  and  amicable  conclu- 
tioa  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  public  acts,  and  pub- 
lic declarations  of  the  authorities  of  Maine,  i 
continually  calculated,  as  far  aa  in  them  lies, 
render  such  amicable  conclosion  more  difficult  and 
more  distant. 

With  reference  to  th»  concluding  pare  of  the 
official  note  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  wherein  ob- 
Berrations  are  made  upon  certain  reported  moTe- 
ments  or  British  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake 
Temiscouata,  and  at  other  poluta  within  that  por- 
tion of  the  territory  where,  according  to  the  provi- 
rioDol  agreements  entered  into  at  tbe  beginning  of 
last  year,  no  Interference  was  to  be  attempted, 
with  the  exercise  of  British  authority,  pending  the 
negotiatiOD  of  the  boundary  qnestion,  the  under- 
signed con  distinctly  assure  the  Secretary  of  Btate 
that  there  exists  no  intention  on  the  part  of  ber 
Mtyesty's  authorities  to  cancel  or  infringe  the  terms 
of  those  provisional  engagements,  so  long 


It  of  troops,  have  been  explained 
In  a  frank  and  satisfactory  manner  to  the  Govern- 
or of  Maine  by  the  Lientenant  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  in  a  correspondence  which  bos  been 
made  public,  and  which,  it  appears,  has  been  offi- 
cially communicated  by  the  GoTertior  of  M^e  to 
the  President  of  the  Uoited  States. 

With  regard,  however,  generally  to  the  rein- 
forcement of  military  posts,  and  other  defenrire 
and  precantionary  measures,  whether  along  the 
confines  of  the  <uspated  territory,  or  within  that 
portion  of  it  where,  aocordiug  ta  the  provUonal 


agreementa  before  dted,  the  antborily  of  Ortal 
Britain  was  not  to  be  interfered  with,  the  miitr- 
signed  has  to  observe,  that  the  adoption  of  ancli 
measures  by  faer  Majesty's  authorities  cannot  be, 
with  reason,  objected  to  or  complained  of  by  lh< 
Government  of  the  United  States,  when  regard  il 
had  to  the  reporta  which  have  for  some  time  put 
been  circulated,  (and  of  the  prevalence  and  con- 
aistency  of  tfaote  reports  the  United  Stales  Goera- 
ment  are  themselves  fully  aware,)  respecting  the 
probable  Intention  of  the  LegtaUture  of  the  State 
of  Maine  to  Kvoke,  during  Its  present  setdon,  tbs 
provisional  agreements  now  in  force,  and  to  la- 
thorlia  aome  new  and  extendve  act  of  a^grenioti 
over  the  nipalated  territory.  And  tbe  aiideniciwd 
bu  regretted  to  observe  that  the  hingaage  of  tlio 
Governor  of  Maine,  in  his  recent  message  to  tbe 
Legislature,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  it  mi- 
-iulated  toencoorage  r-*"--  "—  ' ■—'■ ' 

lb  andobnbiioua  desi 

rhe  nndersisned  ava _.. 

repeat  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uniltd 
Stales  tbe  aouranoe  of  his  ^stingoished  conadna- 
tion.  H.  a  FOX 

The  Hon.  Joaa  Fobittc,  &&,  ftc.,  Lo, 

Mr.  Fanytk  to  Mr.  Fox. 

DEPABTHiire  or  Statx, 
WasMngton,  Jan.  IS,  184<X 
In  ft  note  which  Mr.  Foi,  Envoy  Eitraordinvy 
and  tiinister  Fleolpotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  >d- 
dressed  on  the  ISth  Instant  to  the  lUidenlfiied, 
SecreUry  of  Sute  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  tot, 
allading  to  a  compUunt  made  by  the  under^gned  of 
certdn  reported  movements  of  British  tro^  in 
portions  of  the  territory  in  dispute  between  ll» 
two  countrii?s,  disclaims  all  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  British  authorities  to  cancel  or  infringe  iW 
lerma  of  the  provisional  agreement  entered  inioat 
the  beginning  of  last  yearj  and  thia  disolainier  Ii 
connected  wltb  an  assumption  of  the  right  of  Gnat 
Britain  to  strengthen  posta,  and  take  measnrei  of 
(military)  precaution,  not  along  the  lino  only,  bat 
within  portions  of  the  dispnled  tarritory,  as,  b; 
tbe  terms  of  tbe  agreement*  t«ferred  to,  no  inter 
ference  was  to  be  attempted  pending  tbe  ne^oto- 
tion  of  the  boundary  question,  with  Uie  eiercue  ol 
British  aatbority  ia  the  Delghborhood  of  Lake  Tt- 
mlscouata,  "and  at  other  points"  witbin  a  partial 
of  ttie  territory  supposed  to  be  embraced  in  tht 
terms  of  the  arrangetnents.  Mr.  Fox  having  stated 
that  he  has  referred  to  his  Government  the  rept*' 
senlations  of  the  United  States  against  the  nuliuiy 
movements  alluded  to,  the  ondendgned,  under  a 
confident  expectation  that  the  matter  will  presenl 
itself  to  the  minds  of  her  Majesty's  mioistcn  in  » 
light  different  from  that  which  It  is  nnderatood  by 
Mr.  Foi,  would  have  refrained  from  any  fiirther  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  bat  in  order  to  obviate  tha 
risk  of  any  misapprehendon  as  to  the  views  of  tbe 
Preddent  concerning  it,  and  inasmuch  as  tbt 
^□nd  assumed  by  Mr.  Fox  with  i«sp(K!t  to  ths 
import  of  the  existing  arrangenienta  wonld,  if  ad- 
mitted by  tiie  United  States,  give  to  those  anange- 

---   ■--    - ...^fc.-_»  -a»-„  ijjg  language  in 

J  what  iabeli«T«<l 
to  be  U 

the  widersigned  ahoold  c. 

attention  to  tlie  expi«w  provisions  of  the  *g<^ 
hln  and  ths  undeiaigned,  and  of 
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tbat  which  vu  gubacribed  to,  under  the  iLgenc;  of 
Gencnl  Scott,  bj  the  Qoremor  of  Maine  and  tlie 
UenteDant  Governor  of  Neir  Brunswick. 

The  mua  object  of  (hose  agreements  obvioualj 
was  the  rcEtoration  and  futare  muntenancc  of  tran- 
quillitj  \a  the  disputed  territorjr ;  and  aa  the  meana 
of  most  Burelf  attainiug  that  object,  the  entire  ex- 
cluHion  from  ita  limits  of  all  militarj  force,  to 
whichever  mde  belonging,  and  the  delegation  to  the 
civil  anihoritj  ciclusivelj,  of  the  eierciae  of  all 
power  and  jurisdicticn.  With  that  view,  under  the 
first  menUoned  of  those  agrecmenta,  it  was  onlj  in 
carc  of  neceuity  for  i^spergiog  notorious  treeiwas- 
cre,  or  protactiDg  public  pmpertj  from  depredation, 
tbat  armed  force  was  to  be  employed  on  either 
aide,  and  then  the  operaCioa  was  to  be  conducted 
by  concert,  jointly  or  separately,  according  to 
agreement  between  the  Governments  of  Maine  and 
New  BraOBwiek.  The  other  waa  the  result  of  the 
contemplated  "concert"  between  the  Goiemmeote 
of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick ;  waa  Intended  to 
coTTj  out  the  object  of  tho  first,  confiding  to  the 
State  of  Maine  the  duty  of  protecting  the  timber 
recently  cut,  and  of  preren^ng  further  dopretla- 
Uons,  and  prescribed  that  these  objects  were  to  be 
accompltihcd  through  the  agency  of  a  civil  posae. 
Accordingl;,  the  Governor  of  Maine  engaged  to 
withdraw,  without  unnecessaiy  delay,  the  military 
force  of  the  Btato.  Without  regard,  therefore,  to 
the  limits  nithin  vhicb  either  party  had  before  ex- 
eicBed  jarisdiclioD,  resort  to  milittrf  force,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  was  interdicted  to  both  parties. 
With  reference  to  the  extent  of  territory  within 
which  each  parly  was  to  continue  to  exercise  juris- 
diction, tho  flrtt  agreement  left  the  question  of 
Tight  where  it  had  before  atood,  and  only  expressed 
tlie  conflicting  ondciBtanding  of  that  quextioa  by 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Brltaia,  respectively.  The  agreement  betweeo 
Govpmor  Furfleld  and  Sir  John  Harvey  provided, 
likewise,  that  the  question  of  possession  and  juris- 
diction should  remain  as  it  then  stood;  but  stated 
where  it  stood,  by  proriding  that  Great  Britain 
was  to  conUane  holding,  Id  fact,  possession  of  a 
part  of  the  lorritory,  meaning  that  part  embraced 
m  the  Madnwaska  settlements,  )n  the  occupancy  of 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  usual 
communicatious  between  New  Bruosvick  and  her 
Majesty's  upper  provinces,  the  Governor  of  Maine 
disclaimed  all  Intentions  of  disturbing  the  British 
authorities.  Beyond  the  Madawaska  settlements, 
tbererore,  drcnmscribcd  by  the  limits  within  which 
tfaey  stood  at  the  date  of  the  ugreenJenl,  the  United 
Stales  cannot,  under  the  terms  of  that  agreemeot, 
recorniie  Id  the  British  aatborities  the  right  of  ex- 
tending juris^ction,  much  less  that  of  forming  any 
mtlitarj  establishments  beyond  or  within  ^em ; 
and  those,  consequently,  which  formed  the  subject 
of  the  leprescntattons  in  the  note  of  the  under- 
rigned  of  the  12th  of  December,  poshed,  ss  they 
are  alleged  to  have  been,  into  tracts  of  conctry  far 
beyond  any  acknowledged  limits  of  those  settle- 
ments, and  wbolly  unconnected  with  them,  cannot 
be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  a  bold  infivction 
of  existing  ■rraagemcnta.  That  such  is  a  just  view 
of  the  agreements,  cannot  be  disputed  by  Great 
Britain,  as  ber  Majesty'^  Qovemment  haa  adopted 
and  acted  upon  it.  In  the  note  of  Mr.  Fox  com- 
plaining of  the  encroachments  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  aod  of  an  smcd  occupation  of  part  of  the 
fispnted  territory  by  that  State,  both  an  tiealedas 
VM.X1V.— 4 
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inconsistent  with  the  existing  arrangements ;  and 
it  is  presumed  her  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
attempt  to  apply  one  rule  of  construcdon  to  defend 
the  military  movements  of  its  colonial  authorities, 
aad  another  to  sustain  complaints  against  the 
State  Government,  for  acts  which  are  not  founded 
upon  any  apprehended  necessity  of  the  use  of  a 
regular  military  force  for  offensive  or  defettsivo 
purposes.  Kor  can  it  be  imagined  that  it  will  be 
contended  tbat  those  arrangements  ore  not  per- 
fectly reciprocal,  or  that  there  is  any  dlflereitce  in 
the  character  and  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  to 
be  exercised  by  Great  Britun  in  one  portion,  and 
that  bv  the  Sute  of  Maine  or  the  United  States  in 
the  outer  portions  of  the  dispoled  tenitory,  com- 
prehended within  the  temporary  arrangements 
made  to  preserve  tranquillity  in  both,  and  guard 
against  hostile  collision  between  the  State  and 
colonial  governments. 

Tho  undersigned  having  laid  Mr.  Fox's  note  be- 
fore the  President,  is  InsUueted  to  state  to  him, 
that  Qo  reason  is  perceived  for  doubting  the  dts- 
poution  of  the  Governor  of  Maine  scrupulonilj  to 
adhere  to  the  spirit  of  the  exisUng  arrangements, 
and  to  avoid  all  acts  tending  to  render  more  diffi- 
cult and  distant  the  final  a^jostment  of  the  main 
question  of  boundary  between  the  two  countries; 
but.  In  rcpeaUng  assurances  of  the  readiness  of  the 
United  States  Government  to  contribute,  by  all 
means  in  its  power,  to  an  amicable  termination  of 
the  difference,  the  undersigned  is  bound  to  declare 
tbat  a  persistence  in,  or  a  repetition  of,  such  acts, 
on  the  part  of  ber  Majesty's  agents,  as  those  now 
complained  of,  would,  if  avowed  by  Great  Britain, 
be  considered  as  hut  little  in  accordance  with  those 

The  under^gned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox  the  expression  of  his  distin- 
guished connderation.  JOHN  FOBSTTH. 

HlHBT  B.  Fox,  Esq.,  &.a.,  be. 

WiB  DiPltCnIENT, 

January  32,  IS40. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  refeired  by  your  direction  to  this  De- 
partment by  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  requests 
you  "  to  cummunlcate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  may 
Dot  be  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measures  have  been 
taken  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  18Se,  or 
otherwise,  to  cause  the  removal  or  eipnldon  of  the 
BriUsh  troops,  which  have  token  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine,  clumcd  by  Great 
Britain,  and  especially  whether,  since  the  last  set- 
son  of  Congress,  any  military  posts  have  been  es- 
tablished In  Maine,  or  any  other  military  measures 
adopted,  preparatory  to  a  just  vhidication  of  tha 
houor  and  rights  of  the  nation  and  of  Mune,  as 
connected  with  the  persevering  claim  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  (hat 
State,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  dream- 
stance  of  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine  claim- 
ed by  Great  Britain  having  been  occupied  by  Brit- 
ish troops,  was  recently  commnmcatcd  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  having  been  made  the  subject  of 
remonstmnce,  and  becouie  a  matter  of  discusdoD 
between  the  two  Governments,  no  measures  of  a 
character  referred  to  by  the  resolution  have  been 
taken,  either  onder  the  net  of  Congress  of  March, 
1S3S,  or  otherwise. 

A  careful  military  reconnwsance  of  tho  nndia- 
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pated  boiindarj  of  tbe  State  of  Haine,  wu  nude 
hx  1BS8,  and   tlie  regult  ttibmilted  to  Die  Senate 
dniinK  the  lut  session  of  CoDgreas ;  but  >i  do  ap- 
proptution  wai  made  for  the  ei«etioa  of  fytrtiBM- 
tlooa  on  the  sitea  selected  far  that  pnrpoM,  none 
were  commenced  ;  and,  as  U  fuUf  set  forth  in  joor 
hat  annual  mesMge  to  Congreaa,  it  did  not  appear, 
(Iiat  the  contlngcDCT  oontemplaled  bj  the  act  al- 
luded to,  had  occurred,  no  mililarj  meaauraa  what- 
erer  were  deemed  neeoaaary,  or  were  adopted- 
Terr  reepecUnllT,  jonr  most  obedient  eerrkat, 
J.  B.  POIjraETT. 
To  Uw  Fkuidimt  of  the  United  Sutet. 

Od  moUon  of  Hr.  Wiluahs,  five  thonaand 
additional  oopios  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Fbidat,  January  M. 

Tbe  Hon.  Danikl  Stukokos,  elected  hj  the 
I,egia]ature  of  the  Btate  of  PennijlraniA,  a 
Senator  from  that  Btate,  tor  aii  years,  from 
the  4tb  of  March,  18S9,  wpeared,  was  ^oalifled, 
and  took  his  Beat  in  the  Suiate. 

The  bill  to  establidi  a  Board  of  Coinmis- 
riooers,  to  hear  and  examine  claims  Bgainst 
the  United  States,  was  token  np,  and,  after 
having  been  debated  by  llessrs.  Hubbabd, 
CALaovs,  Tappan,  Sturs  of  Connectiont, 
Ubbsiok,  Grundt,  Sbvieb,  PsENTiaa,  Stbasob, 
Datis,  and  IIiHDEBSOir,  was  postponed,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mondaj  next 


UoRDAT,  Jaaaerj  27. 
Hr.  Spenob  appeared  in  hia  seat  tl 


%,.■ 


.  Wbbbtbb,  elected  by  tbe  Legislatnre  of 
Massachnsetta,  a  Senator  fyom  that  State  for 
fix  years  from  the  4tli  of  March  last,  appeared, 
was  qnalitiod,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wright  preHent«d  the  credentials  of  tbe 
Hon.  N.  P.  Taluiasob,  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  lax  years  from  the  4th  of  Haroh  last ;  which 

Mr.  Tallxadob  was  then  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Ohais  submitted  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  traoamitting  a 
report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Stala,  in 
reply  to  a  rewlntion  of  the  Senate  concerning 
the  slaves  in  the  brigs  Comet,  Encomtnm,  ana 
Enterprise.      [The  report  states  that  28,600 

Bmnds  sterling  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
ritish  Parliament  as  a  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  the  slaves.]  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ord^  <!f  IA»  Sag. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Oommitsion- 

era  to  hear  and  adjudge  claims  against  the 

United  States  was  Uken  up,  and  after  being 

debated  by  Meian.  Lonr,  Faxtnut,  Sbvuu, 


Bdbbabd,  and  Panros,  wu  poi^OMd  nntU 
to-morrow. 
The  Senate  then  o^onnied. 

TncwDAT,  January  80. 
Amtmptitm  </  State  DAU. 

Hr.  Gbuhdt,  from  the  Select  Oommittee,  to 
which  waa  referred  the  resolution  sabmitted 
some  time  rince  by  Hr.  Bbstoit,  in  wpoutioa 
to  the  assumption  of  tbe  debts  of  the  States  by 
the  General  Government,  said  he  was  directed 
to  make  a  report  thereon.  It  would  be  nraper 
for  him  to  say  the  committee  were  divided  oo 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  five  betnzin  (kvor 
of  it,  and  two — tbe  Senator  from  MaiyUod 
(Mr.  Mebbiok)  and  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
(Mr.  Sxttr)— being  opposed  to  IL 

The  report  was  then  read.  It  argued  at 
length,  and  with  great  ability,  the  nnoonrtitu- 
tionality  and  inexpediency  of  the  aasnmption 


After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Gbuitot, 
BnrroH,  and  Bbowm,  advocated  and  anatained 
the  doctrines  of  the  report,  and  Mean.  Cm- 
TEirTiBNj  Wsnaran,  8odtbasi>,  and  Pbestos, 
o{^osea  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino, 

It  was  recommitted  to  the  Select  Oommittee, 

And  the  Senate  a^oamed. 


HOUSE  OF  B 

Tbubsoat,  January  SO, 
EUaion  of  Pv3>lio  Frinttr. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election 
viva  voce,  and  the  roll  havina  been  called 
throngh,  Mr.  Vandsbpoel,  on  Uie  port  of  tbe 
tellers,  reported  that  there  were  B07  votee 
given,  of  which  104  were  necessary  to  a 
choice;  and  that 

Blaib  and  Rivtt  received       -        110 
Qaus  and  Sbatox  -        -        ■  03 

Tb.  W.  ■WerrB        .        -        -  S 

Jaoob  Gidioh         .       .       -  1 

B.  SlAUBADOH         ...  1 

X)CF>  Obszn  -        -       .        .  1 


SOT 


Tbe  Spkakkb  then 
and  Bivxs  were  duly 
HoOBe. 


IS  9SKATSL 

Fbidat,  January  81. 
AMUmfilien  nfStaU  Jkbti. 
Mr.  Gbuitdt,  from  the  Select  Oommittee,  to 
which  was  recommitted  the  report  snbmltted 
yesterday  on  the  resolution  ofiwed  tome  time 
since  by  Mr.  BcmoK,  In  mporithm  to  the 
assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  Statea  by  the 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


Ut^m.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 
AMilim  J'etitiaiu. 


[F> 


Geoenl  GoTemment,  reported  it,  with  some 
modifications;  whlah  were  read. 

A  disoassioa  ensaed^  which  Urasra.  QBDir- 
DT,  Hdbbi^d,  and  Wbiqht,  auBtuned  and 
idrocoted  the  report,  and  MeaarB.  pBasTON', 
SouraisD,  and  Mebsick  opposed  it;  when  it 
was  informal];  passed  over. 

The  Senate  went  into  Exeon^Te  bo^ess; 
indUteo       ' 

Adjourned  nntB  Monday. 

Moxn^T,  Febraarj  8. 
Aitamptum  qf  Statt  JkbU. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
assQmption  hj  the  Glovemment  of  the  debta  of 
the  State*  waa  taken  np,  and  Hr.  Out  of 
Alabama  made  an  able  arg^ament  in  (kvor  of 
the  prinoiples  of  the  report,  and  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Ur.  CBiTmrmir  and  others. 

Hr.  OairnaiDEs  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Ur.  Gut,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbilfs, 

The  Senate  a^joomed. 

HOIT8B  or  aSFBESKHTATIVBe. 

IfosBiT,  Febniary  8. 
National  Frintitig  Offet, 
The  tellen  who  were  appointed  to  connt 
tbe  vote  on  Friday  loat,  under  the  reaolntion 
of  Ur.  Black,  for  the  appoiotment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  present  price  o^  tbe  publio  priotiog,  or  of 
establiahiag  a  National  offioe,  by  Oongreaa,  to 
etecute  tbe  same,  reported  the  following  as  the 

Whole  number  of  votes        -        -  216 

Neceaaary  to  a  choice  -         -         -  109 

Ur.  Black  received      -         .         -     ]87 

J.  W.  DATi8,orLtdIaiia        -    180 

PszHTisa       ....    139 

R.  Oablass  -       -        •       •    109 

OunoBO      -        -        -       -  *    68 

Etaxb  ....      94 

LraooLX        -        -       -       -      60 

HOWASD        -        -        -         -      71 

Pakmistkb  -       -       •       -     47 

Beroos  ....      28 

GuBHisa       •        -        -        -      13 

Ueaars.   Black,  J.  W,  Davis,  of  Indiana, 

and  PsKNTTSs,  were  declared  to  he  elected. 

The  Spbakkb  aaid  it  wonld  be  neeesaary  to 
go  into  another  vote  to  elect  two  others,  to 
tn&ke  the  number  reqaired  by  the  reaolntion. 

Tlte  Honse  again  prooeedea  to  vote  eioa  oom 
for  two  membera,  the  nnmber  reqnirite  to  con- 
■titnte  the  committee — the  same    gentlemen 
lettDg  aa  tellers.    The  following  is  the  reanlt: 
Whole  nnraber  of  votes        -        -  188 

Ttecesaary  to  a  choioe  •       .       -  94 

Ur.  EvAira  received      ...    lis 
B.  OAKLAim  -        -       -    108 

OumsD  -     94  . 


Luroour 
Lawbksob 

8.  WlLLIAItB 

CueaiMO 

v.  C.  JOHHBON 

And  aosttertng 
Uessrs.  R.  Oabland  and  EvAiia  were  de- 
clared to  be  elected. 

TKSBITATB. 

TnxsDAT,  Febraary  4, 
Aholition  Petition* — MaU  and  Ihnalt  Ptti- 

tionert — jR^fatal  to  praent  tS#ir  Fetttioiu. 

Ur.  Tapfait  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Ur.  Peuiiibxt  :  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  nnmber 
of  petitions,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  inbabi- 
tanta  of  Harriaon  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  Oongress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the 
alave-lnide  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  These 
pedtions  are  ugned  hy  both  males  and  females^ 
in  the  proportion  of  about  tno-thirda  of  the 
former,  and  one  third  of  the  latter.  It  is  the 
conatitntionBl  right  of  every  American  citizen 
to  petition  ConKresa  for  a  redreas  of  grievances; 
ana  I  may  aay  here,  that  whenever  any  dtisen 
of  Ohio  ahall  complain  of  aoy  ^ievance,  under 
which  he  may  be  suffering,  within  the  consti- 
tntional  competency  of  this  Government  to 
remove,  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  pre- 
sent the  case  to  this  body,  and  to  be  inatmmen- 
tal  in  removing  the  grievance  compluned  of. 

These  petitioners  do  not,  however,  set  forth 


Columbia  is  to  them,  how  they  are  ininrioosly 
affected  by  it,  nor  why  and  wherefore  U  ahonld 
be  abollHhed.  I  am  left  to  snppose,  therefore, 
thotthe  interest  the  petitioners  feel  in  this  matter 
is  nDtapBrtdoiiIarlnt«reat,BriBingfrom  any  con- 
nection  with  the  enljeot  matter  prayed  for,  not 
a  grievance  to  tbem  specially,  but  that  they 
snppose  the  existence  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
traae  here  is  a  grievance  of  a  general  and 
nadonal  kbd,  which  they,  with  all  other 
American  dtizens,  have  a  right  to  petiUon 
Congress  to  remove.    I   om    very    far  from 

SaeatioDing  the  right  of  any  citizen  of  this 
'nion  to  petition  Congress,  or  their  right  to 
instruct  their  Bepresentatives  here  as  to  anch 
logislatioQ  for  this  Diatrict  as  will,  in  their 
opinion,  best  promote  the  general  interests  of 
whole  Confederacy ;  hot  I  mark  the  tiuit,  that 
the  petitjonera  were  not  agreed  upon  the 
natnre,  extent,  and  bearing  of  the  supposed 
grievonoea  they  pray  to  have  redressed,  and 
were  not  prepared  to  assign  any  reaaon  for 
their  removal,  as  evidence  that  thty  had 
no  particular  eauae  of  complaint  in  the 
exiatenoe  of  slaveiy  here.  Living  at  the  dis- 
tance of  some  hundred  milea  from  the  District, 
in  a  remote  Slate  of  the  Union,  and  having 
little  or  no  interoonrse  with  it,  it  is  not  to  be 
prasamed  that  tbey  shonld  he  as  competent 
to  judge  what  legtalatioii  would  best  promote 
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FiBBMBT,  1B40.] 
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[SflniCow, 


Qie  proeperitj  snd  taftppineM  of  the  people 
here,  08  tlie  citueoa  of  the  District  thenuelres, 
who  are  to  be  mora  imiDediatelj  affeoted  br 
■□oh  legation.  The  petitioDen  have,  indeed, 
no  right  to  interpose  their  viabca,  or  inll,  u  to 
mch  Interests  aa  are  pecnliar  to  the  popttlatlon 
of  the  District,  and  have  no  bearing  on  the 
genera]  interest  of  the  nnion,  Thia,  it  tasj  be 
preaamed,  Is  well  known  to  and  understood 
\jj  tbom,  and  therefore  the  condo^on  I  have 
come  to,  that  the  petitioners  have  no  particu- 
lar interest  in  this  matter,  and  have  no  claims 
to  a  hearing  on  that  occonnt,  is  snfficientl^ 
evident. 

I  have  no  donbt  bnt  that  the  oonstitntion, 
bj  giving  to  QoD^nm  the  pover  "to  exercise 
exdasive  legislation  in  all  easea  whoteoever " 
over  this   District,  has  given    Ckmoresa   the 

Kwer  to  aboliab  slaverr  and  the  sWs-trsde 
re  whenever  the  pe(n>le  of  the  District  aslc, 
or  tbe  safety  of  the  whole  TTnioa  requires  it. 
Confess,  as  the  constitutional  Legidatore  of 
this  District,  have,  in  m^Jadgmen^  a  twofold 
dntj  to  perform— ^jlrtt,  ta  the  Representatives 
of  tlie  District,  not  elected  and  chosen  by  the 
people  of  the  District,  bat  made  by  the  con- 
atitntion  the  onlj  law-making  power  for  it; 
and  thereby  its  coostitntional  Hepreseatstives : 
tteond,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  whole 
nation.  In  the  former  cuiacity,  tbe  power  of 
Congress  extending  "to  all  cases  whUsoever," 
eoems  limited  only  by  those  great  principles 
of  equality  and  Justice  which  lay  at  the  foonda- 
tioQ  of  all  onr  legislatioD ;  in  the  latter  they  can 
exercise  no  powers  but  such  as  are  expresrty 
del^aled  to  thom,  or  ench  as  are  clearly  ne~  ~ 
sary  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
expressly  granted.  The  principles  adverted 
to,  require  of  American  legislators  that  they 


first  ci^Mtdty,  therefore,  ai  the  Legislature  of 
the  Disiiict,  Uiey  are  bound  to  oonsolt  the  will 
and  wisbee  of  the  Distiict,  in  all  matters  which 
concern  its  inhabitants  only.  I  conceive  that 
tbe  will  of  the  people  here  should  be  the 
governing  role  for  the  action  of  OoDgreaa,  in  all 
matters  of  strictly  local  concern ;  unless  that 
will  demanded  something  which  would  be 
injurious  to  the  general  welfare.  The  reason 
why  the  framerg  of  the  oonstitntSon  gave  to 
Congress,  and  not  to  a  local  le^slature,  Uie 
power  of  legidntion  over  the  District,  was 
probably  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  law 
being  passed  here,  which  might  militate 
against  the  general  interest  of  the  Oonfederacy ; 
and  not  to  free  Congress  from  the  high  moral 
oblioation,  incumbent  on  it  as  the  L^islatnTe 
of  the  District,  to  consult  tbe  wishes  of  the 
people  of  the  District,  and  form  its  lavrs,  so  as 
beat  to  promote  their  welfare  and  happiness. 

But  the  people  of  tbe  District  are  silent  on 
this  Bubjeot ;  they  ask  for  no  change  in  their 
domestic  policy ;  they  have  heretofore  remon- 
atrated  af^unat  any  action  by  Oougress  on  their 
light  to  h(dd  ilaveo,  asd  would  probably  ogaui 


:  remonstrate  if  they  apprehended  any  dsogtt 
<  of  such  action.  They  bold  that  tb^  have  a 
cleariy  I^al  and  r^ttkd  property  in  and  ta 
their  slaves;  that  the  Constitotioa  <^  tbe 
United  Slates  protects  them  in  the  aDJoyinurt 
of  each  ri^t  Now,  whatever  may  be  tbt 
opinion  of  the  petitioners  aa  to  tlie  ri^t,  ab- 
stractly considered,  of  men  to  hold  numas 
beings  as  property,  this  question  ^as  settled  be- 
fore the  constitution  was  fi>rmed — before  thii 
ten  miles  square  was  ceded  to  tbe  Union;  sod 
CongresB,  aa  l^slators  of  tbe  Union,  have  no 
power  over  it 

Next  to  the  people  of  this  District,  those 
more  immediately  interested  are  the  Ststc* 
who  ceded  thia  Territory  to  the  United  Stat» 
Th«  cM^on  was  made  by  Maryland  and  ViF 
ginia,  when,  as  now,  both  those  States  heU 
Maves;  and  their  right  to  this  spemx*  of  pr^ 
«rty  was  nowhere  questioned.  It  may  uinf 
be  snpposed,  that  when  the  oesriun  was  mide, 
it  was  not  imagined  by  any  cme  that  b1bv<9T 
would,  or  contd  be,  abolished  here,  onUl  U 
should  be  abolished  in  those  Btates.  Had  (od 
an  event  be«n  thought  probable,  the  able  dm 
who  gnided  the  counsels  of  those  States  would 
have  guarded  agdnst  an  event  so  very  threel- 
ening  to  their  secnrity  and  repoee.  Bnt  thew 
Btat^  are  not  alone  in  regarding  the  measons 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioners  as  hostile  to  Ihdr 
interests;  all  the  Btates  in  which  slsverj  >> 
held  lawful,  consider  the  agitation  of  this  qn* 
tion  as  full  of  danger,  and  the  attempt  to 
abolish  slavery  here,  but  aa  a  first  step  in  M 
nnjnat  and  unconstitutional  interference  with 
their  rights.  If,  then,  Oongresa  has  thepo'*' 
.  to  legislate  for  thia  District  on  thia  sntiject,  U 
I  hold  they  clearly  have  snch  power,  fliey  h*™ 
no  right  to  exercise  this  power  against  the  viS 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District ;  a^fiunat  4* 
will  of  those  who  ceded  the  District  to  too 
Union ;  and  against  the  will  of  the  other  dsw 
holding  Btates;  nnleaa,  indeed,  the  uf^?^ 
the  whole  Union  imporiously  demands  snoi 
legislation  of  ns. 

When  this  Confederacy  of  SUtas  was  formrf. 
and  even  when  tlie  Constitution  of  the  Cnil^ 
Btatea  was  adopted,  most  of  the  States  held 
slaves.  The  laws  of  all  (except,  perhaps,  Us'- 
sachnsctts)  recopiied  the  lawftdnesaoldoni* 
tio  slavery.  Bmce  that  time,  many  of  Jh* 
States  have  entirely,  and  some  others  partiailj. 
abolished  it ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is,  m 
has  long  been,  in  a  gradna]  course  of  extinolion. 
It  is,  however,  an  insMtntion  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, a  matter  of  mere  State  regulstioft 
with  which,  as  it  exists  in,  or  may  he  i^^^ 
by,  the  States,  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States,  bavhip  nothing  to  do  directiy,  ahoalu 
abstain  from  interfering  indirectiy.  _ 

As  to  tbe  female  signers  of  these  petitions,  1 
have  a  word  to  say.    Nature  seems  to  haw 


.  to  the  male  sex  tbe  exclnsive  powers  m 
Government,  by  giving  to  that  sex  the  pby- 
cat  strengtii  and  energy  which  the  exerciso  w 


those  powers  calla  into  oooatant  and  active  ei- 
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ertioo.  To  the  female  a  more  delicate  physical 
o^anizttion  Is  ^ven ;  and  aha  need  not  repiue 
that  ihe  haa  not  the  iron  nSTTe  of  her  protec- 
tor, man ;  he  has  the  storma  of  life  to  encoau' 
ter ;  ahe  the  oalm  tmd  Amxsliuie  of  domestic 
peace  and  quiet  to  aajoj.  Hers  is  the  domestio 
altar ;  there  she  ministers  and  coimnuids,  in 
all  the  plenitude  of  uodiaputed  sway,  the  fonn- 
tain  of  loye  and  hlesaedness  to  all  aroond  her ; 
let  Ii«r  not  aeek  madlj  to  descend  fkim  this 
emineooe  to  mix  with  the  strife  of  ambitioQ  or 
the  cares  of  Governojeat;  the  field  of  politics 
is  not  her ^ipropriaI«  arena;  the  powers  of 
Govemmeot  are  not  within  her  cognizance,  aa 
thejr  oonld  not  be  within  her  knowledge,  noless 
■be  Defeated  bigber  and  holier  dntiet  to  ac- 
qaire  iL  Boona  bj  her  associations,  b;  her 
ednoation  and  habits,  as  the  American  woman 
is,  to  the  institotiona  and  laws  and  manners  of 
her  conntr?,  let  her  evidence  the  soondneas  of 
her  princiiiles,  b;  guiding  the  yonog  minds 
oomiiutt«d  to  lier  maternal  charge,  to  that  same 
love  of  liberty  and  devotion  to  their  country 
site  feela.  and  she  need  not  fear  bat  that  her 
sons  will  oorreot  all  the  errors  of  Government, 
aa  experience  shall  point  them  out.  For  my- 
self, I  cannot  recognise  the  right  of  my  fair 
eonotrywomen  to  interfere  with  public  ^aire. 
Whether  slavery  shall  be  abolished  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  or  not,  belongs  not  to  them 
to  say ;  much  lees  does  it  belong  to  the  women 
of  Ohio  to  agitate  qaeations  of  public  policy, 
which  their  own  St^  Government  has  often 
dedared  it  wrong  in  her  citizens  to  meddle 
with. 

For  these  reasons,  I  decline  presenting  these 
petitlona  to  the  Senate. 

Ur.  pHBBTON  said  there  was  nothing  before 
the  Senate  to  excose  his  remarks,  but  ne  conld 
not  repress  the  feelioga  of  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction with  which  he  bad  listened  to  the  elo- 
qnence  and  patriotic  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  Should  the  same  sentiments  he 
expreaaed  from  other  sections  of  the  country, 
Uie  incendiary  spirit  of  Abohtionism  woold 
soon  be  tran)[ded  down  and  extinct.  Standing 
in  the  poUtioal  relations  be  did  to  the  Senator, 
he  conld  express  his  feelings  more  freely ;  and 
for  himself  and  in  behalf  of  the  section  of  the 
Union  more  particularly  interested  in  this 
mattSA',  he  tendered  to  the  Senate  hia  sincere 
and  heartfelt  thanks. 

Pailie  Lania  in  Witcoittin. 
Ifr.  Wbitb  presented  three  petitions  trnm 
citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying 
that  certain  lands  in  the  Uilwaakie  land  dis- 
trict may  be  exposed  to  pnblio  sale,  and  that 
pre-emption  rights  may  be  granted  to  the  set- 
tlera  thereon ;  which  were  leverally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblio  Lands. 


The  Baiat«  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  by  Ur.  Wkbsteb,  on  the  27th  nil. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESa 

Eiatioa  of  Ckaplaiat. 


to,  E 

Renlvtd,  That  the  Comoiittea  on  Comnxme  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  (be  laws  respecting 
veasels  propelled  by  steam  do  not  require  smend- 
taenC,  and  whether  St  be  not  expedient,  amoDg  other 
jHOTiuoDB,  to  iDike  the  fallowieg,  viz : 

1st.  That  the  owners  or  masters  of  all  steunbosta 
or  vessels  pn^ielled  in  whole  or  in  put  by  stcun, 
employed  in  the  tnnqKirtacioD  of  pssecngers,  or  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  t£  bolli,  for  hire, 
shall  be  deemed  to  all  Intenls  and  purposes  common 
carriers  thereof,  and  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  duties 
and  respoQ^bilitiea  imposed  on  such  carriers  by  the 
common  law.  And  every  restriction,  limitation,  or 
qualiflcation,  of  any  auch  duties  and  re^KinsilHlitieB, 
by  any  npedal  notice  or  oontnct,  or  other  proceeding 
on  the  put  of  such  carriers,  shall  be  deemed  nCtecly 
T<dil  and  of  no  validity,  or  force,  or  eObct  whatever. 

Sd.  Tbot  whenever  any  loss,  damage,  or  injury, 
shall  occur  to  any  passenger,  or  to  any  goods,  wares, 

merchandise  on  board  of  any  such  sleamlxtat  or 
other  vessel  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam, 
from  &re  Or  alevn,  or  coUisioD  witb  any  other  visecl, 
the  same  shall  be  deemed  full  ^n'ma  facie  evidence 
of  negligcace,  sufficient  to  chaige  the  proprietors  of 
tnch  Bteamboat  or  other  vessel  propelled  by  steam, 
and  those  in  their  employment,  with  the  fiiU  amount 
of  such  loss,  or  damage,  or  injury,  until  tbey  sttall 
show,  beyoad  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  no  negli- 
gence whatever  hod  occurred  on  their  part 

8d.  That  if  any  inspector  or  inspectors,  ^ipoiated 
under  the  law  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shaJl 
carelessly  or  Diligently  perform  the  duties  required 
of  them  by  lav,  or  shall  make  or  sign  any  certificate 
required  by  the  same  act,  knowing  the  same  to  con- 
tiun  any  false  statement,  he  or  tbev  shsll  be  deemed 
guilty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and  Shall,  on  conrictiolL 
uereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  haring 
competent  jurisdiction,  be  punished  hj  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding (BOO,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
ninety  days,  according  to  the  iggravatJon  of  the  of^ 
fence,  ud  shall  also  be  liable  in  ciril  action  to  all 
damages  wbich  diall  be  occadoned  thereby  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatever ;  and  that  the  commictea 
be  instructed  further  to  Inquire  and  report  to  the  Sen- 
ate what  judicial  decirious  have  been  made  imder 
the  existing  law,  and  especially  whether  it  has  been 
the  efi^  of  any  sucb  decition  to  render  tlie  i-'latlng 
law  Inopenitive  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Auvmptvm  ofStaU  Deitt. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 

assumption  by  the  Qovemment  of  the  debts  of 

the  States,  was  then  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Phelps 

addressed  the  Senate  at  length  m  opposition  to 


UBK  OF  REPKESBHTATrVBa 

TmanaT,  Febmary  4. 

Election  of  Cluiplam. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Batea,  Ur.  Danforth,  Hr.  Bab- 
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ffw  Jtn^  OmfM  ElteHat. 


[Mm  Con. 


IITSXITATK. 

WRomsDAT,  Februiy  B. 
AMttmption  qf  State  DAU. 

The  report  of  tlid  Select  Committee  on  tLe 
amimiptioQ  hj  the  GovenuQent  of  the  debit  of 
the  Stat«8,  wBH  taken  up,  bad  lii.  Oalbduk 
fuldreiMkl  the  Senale  at  length  in  defence  of 
Uie  doctrines  of  the  report, 

Ur.  Pbebtos,  after  s  few  remorkg,  tnoTed  to 
lay  the  raiort  on  the  table,  which  was  nega- 
tived, as  luUovB ; 

Tiu.— Uenn.  Betu,  Ckj  of  Eeatuckj,  Clajton, 
Crittenden,  Diion,  Hendereon.  Herricfe,  Ffaelpi, 
Frentias,  Preston,  Rugglea,  Smith  of  Indiuia,  Bouth- 
ird,  SpcDce,  Tsllmidge,  uid  White— IB. 

NiVg, — Messre.  Alien,  Bentou,  Brown,  Buchanui, 
Calhoun,  Clnf  of  AlRbams,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
BubbaKLKing,  Unn,  Lnmpkla,  Mouton,  [Tichoiji, 
Norvell,  nerce,  HoMie,  Robinm>a,  Serler,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tippan,  Walker, 
Wall,  WiUiama,  Wright,  and  Young— MB. 

The  qnestion  then  coming  np  cm  printing  the 
nsnal  number  of  the  report, 

Ur.  SuiTB,  of  Indiana,  stated  that,  though 
he  was  opposed  to  the  doctrinea  of  the  report, 
and  had  been  one  of  the  minority  on  the  com- 
mittee which  made  It,  be  ;et  tlionght  it  was 
doe  to  the  committee,  and  to  the  membera  of 
the  Senate  agreeing  with  them  in  opinion,  that 
the  nsnal  nomber  w  the  report  shotud  be  print- 
ed. For  these  reasons  he  should  Tote  in  &vor 
of  the  motioD. 

Ur.  II BNDBBBO!!  expressed  umilarBentiments. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ajes  S6,  noes  8. 

Ur.  Grundy  then  moved  to  postpone  its  fur- 
tber  con«dcration,  and  make  it  the  speoia] 
order  of  the  day  for  If  onday  next ;  which  was 
■greed  to. 

Mr.  BsNTOH  said,  tn  pursnance  of  the  notice 
ho  had  given,  he  now  moved  that  tbirtj  thon- 
aand  additional  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Ur.  LrMFKiif  said  that,  though  a  member  of 
the  Relect  Committee  which  submitted  this 
report,  had  this  question  l>een  snbmitted  when 
the  report  waa  bronght  in,  he  would  not  have 
Toted  for  the  extra  namber.  But  now,  when 
it  has  been  attacked  with  nnprecedented  vio- 
lence, and  comments  on  it  oironlated  far  and 
wide,  before  one-half  of  the  members  of  tlie 
Senate  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
it,  he  was  for  giving  it  as  wide  a  circolation  as 
the  comments  made  npon  it.  He  would,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  extra  number. 

The  qnostion  was  then  taken  and  agreed  to 
— ayes  27,  noes  18. 

The  Benal«  then  adjourned. 

HOITBE  OF  EIPRK8ENTATIVZS. 
Wedhebdat,  February  6. 
Jf«u  Jertej/  Contated  Elettion — ^eater  rffu»e$ 
to  pretffiit  a  Communieatiim  from  rt<  fftm- 
emorartd  Coaneil  of  that  Slate  bteaiue  no( 
addrttted  to  him  at  Speahtr. 
Ur.  Kabdolpu   inquired   of  the  Spcaxkb 


whether  he  had  reoelved  a  coinninulca^ 
from  the  Ooveraor  and  Oonneil  of  New  ietnej 
on  the  subject  of  the  contetted  elections  from 
that  State. 

The  Spkaekb  replied  that  he  had  receivtd 
such  a  communication,  bnt  that  it  wm  ad- 
dressed to  him  in  his  mdividual  oap«rilyu* 
Itepresentatlve  hma  the  State  of  Virginia,  uid 
not  in  hU  offldal  character  a«  Spkakkb  of  tbe 
House,  and  therefore  he  bad  declined  present- 
ing it. 

Mr.  PiOKKta  add  he  ibould  like  to  hew 
the  Sfbakkb's  answer  to  the  oonuonDiestiH 

Ur.  Wisi  said  the  answer  was  ■  penoul 
affair,  solely  belonging  to  the  Spiasxb,  becama 
the  commnnioation  of  the  Oovemor  aiid  Conii- 
ci]  was  addressed  to  him  in  his  private  charac- 
ter, and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Honse  in  answering  it. 
Bnt  ioBsmnoh  as  it  was  a  correspwdcnce  bt- 
tween  tlie  anthoritjes  of  a  sovereign  8tat«  snd 
a  hi^  oCSoer  vS  titat  Hoose,  be  hoftA  it  wonld 
be  laid  before  tiiem. 

Ur.  BtNDOLpB  said  he  felt  bound,  at  the  M 
opportunity,  to  present  these  resolutioas  hin^ 
aelf,  and  he  wonld  therefore  do  so  now,  aiw 
move  that  they  be  spread  upon  the  Jouniil, 
and  printed. 

Ur,  JAME80?r  asked  of  the  CnaiB,  if  tbew 
resolutions  had  not  first  been  addressed  to  bim 
as  an  iudividoal  member  of  the  Honse. 

The  Spbiker  replied  that  he  had  receirtd 
certain  resolutions  ttma  the  Governor  m 
Coancil  of  New  Jersey,  bnt  as  they  were  not 
addressed  to  him  tn  his  official  character  u 
Spsuu  of  the  House,  lie  had  declined  pra- 
sen  Ung  them. 

Ur.  B.  QASum  asked  if  he  nndentood  tba 
Spbaxib  as  saying  t^at  he  would  prewntH* 
report  coming  from  the  minority  tn  tba  Kc* 
Jersey  Legislatnre,  while  he  deolined  preseatjiii 
a  communication  tttixa  the  Governor  and  Coan- 
cil of  that  State. 

Ur.  WisK  Bud  that  if  genUemen  would  p«- 
mit  the  correspondence  to  be  read,  they  vo"'^ 
not  only  understand  the  moUve*  of  the  Sn|^ 
■B,  but  would  uiprove  of  his  ooodncL  Tw 
one  set  of  reaolntions  was  addressed  to  hin  » 
a  member  from  the  SUte  of  inrginla,  snd  o^ 
nied  the  onanization  of  the  House,  ana  tMi 
he  was  the  Speaker  of  it  He  oonld  not,  there- 
fore, consistently  with  the  respect  he  owed  IM 
House,  or  in  justice  to  himself,  have  prtsenlM 
these  resolntions.  The  other  set,  which  wbw 
from  the  minority  of  the  Lwislature,  was  »"■ 
dressed  to  him  in  his  official  character,  sw 
therefore,  it  was  right  and  proper  thst  "* 
shonld  present  them. 

Ur.  DaoHoooLK  contended  that  the  nnc^ 
apondenoe  ought  to  be  lud  before  the  Hoiuo,  i" 
order  to  set  Uie  oondnct  of  the  SfbaE^  '^ ' 
proper  light.    This,  he  thought,  was  m » 
well  to  the  Sfbakbb  as  to  the  Hoose.  , 

Ur.  Holmes  expressed  the  same  »f**'^ J^ 
after  some  farther  remarks  from  Uetsrs.  ii>^ 
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NtitJt 


oooLx,  I^KooLx,  PcTKEXor,  Wui,  BuoGa,  F. 
Thomas,  and  Ludbcttsb, 

Mr.  Wm  moved  ft  Hogpenaion  of  the  rules, 
in  order  to  eDable  the  Speaksb  to  \e.j  the  com* 
mnnioatitm  and  bia  answer  before  the  House. 


The 


before  takiog  an  j  qaestioD, 
tie  UooM  ti^ojaaaa. 


TnuBBDiT,  February  6. 


Raolwtd,  That  tho  SocreUrj  of  Wu-  be  requested 
to  und  to  tbo  Senate  bid  opIiuoD  of  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  lioe  of  military  poMs  at  suilable 
placea  and  distancea  from  Ibe  Missouri  Birer,  near 
the  inoaih  of  the  Plalle,  into  the  pass  or  paase*  of 
the  Kocky  Itotmtldna  moat  usually  tnTeraed  to  de- 
scaid  into  the  valley  of  the  Or^;on  or  Colombia 
SiTo- ;  tbe  eSbcta  of  such  a  meamre  in  ginng  en- 
eonragement  and  protection  to  the  American  fur 
ttMkr;  fkcilitating  inteiwwrse  between  the  valley  of 
tbe  JliBBMippi  and  the  great  western  ocean ;  aiding 
and  jxotectiag  trading  caravans ;  overawing  and  hold- 
ing in  diM^  varioua  Indian  triber.  In  front  and  rear 
of  such  poets ;  the  Dumber  and  kind  of  force  secea- 
■arr  for  aucb  service ;  the  probable  coat  of  keeping 
up  aud  posts ;  and  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to 
mmue  tbe  military  force  of  tbe  United  Stales  to  ac- 
eomplidi  these  olijecla. 


HOD8S  or  BEPBESBNTA-nVSe. 

ToDBBDAT,  February  6. 

Ken  Jvney  Gonte*t«d  Eltetum. 

Tho  Bpkakkb  begged  leave  to  make  a  short 
eiplonBtioa  this  moniing,  in  relation  to  the  enb- 
Ject  vhicb  wEta  onder  diacuasion  yesterday  even- 
ing. It  had  been  suggested  yesterday  by  several 
genUeraen,  tint  it  vm  nrobably  doe  to  himself, 
and  to  tbe  relations  he  bore  to  the  Honsa  that 
he  sbonld  explain  tho  reasons  irhich  indaced 
him  to  decline  presenting  the  communication 
be  received  from  the  Governor  and  Oonncil  of 
Nev  Jersey.  If  it  should  be  tho  pleasore, 
therefore,  of  the  Honso,  he  woald  desire  to  lay 
tho  correspondence  referred  to  before  it  This 
course  would,  perhaps,  tend  to  put  nn  end  to 
DDDeceasory  debate,  and  do  away  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  suspending  the  rules,  as  moved  bj 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  WisB.) 

The  corre9ilbndenc«  was  then  read,  as  fol- 

Btati  or  New  Jianr, 

ExscvTiTK  DarASTKniT, 

TrenlOB,  /on.  84,  1S40. 
Sia :  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and. 
nwrintions  passed  by  the  T^-gldatare  of  the  Stale  of 
Nn  Jersey,  at  thrir  preaent  seadon,  and  reqnest 
fat  you  will  lay  the  same  before  tbe  Rapreaentatlvea 
<<  (he  Twenty^ilh  Congreaa  Aon  the  Mvend  States^ 
M*  ssBombled  at  Waal^gton. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  «llh  gteat  respet^  your 


HoDBi  or  RiPBasniTATim  or  xna  U.  &. 

WuHiHOTOV,  January  SO,  1840. 
To  luB  Excellency  Gov.  FnndaoroH : 

BiB^  I  have  reeeived,  through  you,  the  resolntiona 
of  the  Council  and  GeDeral  AnemUy  of  New  Jersey, 
a  copy  of  which  was  ordered  to  bs  tranamitled  to 
"  the  Hon.  R.  H.  T.  Hdirvr,  a  Bepresentative  fiom 
the  Bute  of  Tirginla,  wiUi  the  reqnest  tbat  be  win 
lay  the  same  before  tho  other  Bepresentativea  fVom 
tlie  several  Slates  now  aaaembled  at  Washington." 
As  ao  individual,  or  as  a  member  from  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,  I  should  always  ealeem  It  a  distinguished 
honor  to  be  selected  as  the  organ  through  whom  the 
,  sovereign  Stale  of  New  Jersey  mi^t  be  pleased  to 
express  its  wishes  and  opinions.  But,  as  I  have  no 
right  to  suppose  that  tbe  Council  and  General  As- 
sembly of  New  Jersey  have  deauped  thus  to  dislin- 
gnlsh  me  individually,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
honorable  member  from  that  Slate,  who,  with  others, 
constitute  the  present  House  of  Bepresentativea,  I 
feel  bound  to  conclude,  upon  the  consideration  and 
ttota  tbe  general  tenor  of  the  resolutions  themselves, 
that  they  were  sent  to  me  no  aoeount  of  the  atation 
which  I  at  present  ooeupy,  Under  these  clrcum- 
stancea,  I  btt  lesve  most  ieq»eotAiIly  to  dedine  to 
lay  these  resoTuliona  before  the  House  over  which  I 
have  tbe  honor  to  preside,  aa,  virtually,  they  seem  to 
deny  my  title  to  the  offloe  of  ^waker,  and  the  right 
of  those  who  have  invested  me  with  that  trust. 

The  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  Uniled  Stales 
of  America  having  elected  a  Speaker,  has  a  right  to 
expect  that  nil  communications  made  to  il  through  its 
organ,  should  be  addressed  to  1dm  In  his  oflicial  ca- 
pacity. Under  this  view  of  Ihe  case,  it  would  seem 
that  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Coundl 
and  General  Aanmbly  of  New  Jeraey,  with  a  due  i«- 
nrd  to  the  digniQr  of  the  House,  or  without  admit- 
Ung  by  reference  that  It  had  conferred  upon  me  author- 
ity which  it  had  no  right  to  give,  and  that  I  myself 
am  diachatring  tbe  ftnetlons  of  as  idDce  to  irhldi  I 
have  no  titlev  These  are  admladoua  whit^  I  am  not 
prepared  to  make. 

1^  thus  stating  my  views  In  reference  to  the  re- 
quest made  of  me,  I  raiae  no  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  resolutions  themselves,  nor  as  to  the 
right  of  Ihe  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  New 
Jeraey  to  adopt  Ihem.  I  only  refer  to  them  sa  they 
relate  to  my  official  station,  to  show  thai  I  am  In- 
Buenced  by  no  wont  of  respect  for  the  constilatcd 
authorities  of  Ibe  State  of  New  Jersey,  bnt  governed 
entirdy  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  House  of  which  t 
am  the  organ,  and  which  may  expect  that  I  shall  Dot 
lay  Iwfore  tbem  commnnicationa  wUcb  refuse  to  ao- 
eredlt  me  as  ratii.  I  am  not  disposed  to  cavil  about 
merematteraof  fi}iio,norda  I  imagine  thai  a  personal 
^stespect  waa  intended  to  be  oSbmd  to  me  by  thoae, 
whose  station  and  dignity  alike  forbid  such  a  sup- 
poattion.  But  when  an  omisaion  of  form  seems  de- 
ugoed  aa  a  mode  of  denying  the  ngbls  and  privileges 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  of  which  I  am  the 
organ,  it  becomes  my  duly  to  do  nothing  which  may 
recogniie  the  propriety  of  such  on  omission. 

I  have  retained  the  copy  of  the  resolutions  trans- 
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Dude  of  me  b^  the  Coundl  uid  Ooneral  Aaemblj  of 
New  Jenej. 

I  bare  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  ereaC  Kffiect,  joaz 
obedient  Mmnt,  B.  H.  T.  HDNTER. 

Ur.  Rahdolph  obserred  that  he  did  not  bear 
tiie  oltjeotions  made  7eeterdB7  b;  the  gentle- 
tnan  from  FeniiBjlvania.  If  be  had  beard  the 
Kentleman,  he  woold  have  replied  to  them. 
The  fiftj-fonrth  rule,  Mr,  R.  said,  was  ftpplioa- 
ble  to  petitions  and  memorials  onlj,  and  not  to 
rc»3lDtiooB  coming  from  asororeign  State.  He 
did  not  think,  therefore,  that  thaj  shoidd  be 
laid  over,  by  the  operations  of  this  rule. 

Tbe  8pejik>b  Bo^ested  to  tbe  gentleman 
fi'oni  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  that  he  had  better 
withdraw  hia  motion  to  aa^nd  the  mles,  the 
object  having  been  accomplislied  hy  lajing  the 
oorrespondenoe  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Wise  said  his  00)7  object,  on  jeeterdaj, 
in  pressing  tbe  motion  that  the  Speaesb  be 
pennitt«d  to  give  hia  reasons,  was  to  enable 
that  gentJeman  to  place  himself  right  before 
tbe  cDnntr7.  His  object  was  attained  b7  the 
reading  of  the  correspondonco,  which  wonld 
be  placed  on  the  jonmal.  That  correspondence 
gave  Batisfaotory  reasons  for  tbe  conrse  the 
Speaeeb  had  pnTsned ;  and  he  deemed  his 
motion  now  nnneoessarj,  and  withdrew  it. 

The  Speazeb  then  informed  the  ^tleman 
from  New  Jerse7,  that  the  rasolntiona  were 
before  the  Honse,  on  the  motion  to  print  them. 

Both  the  commmiication  and  the  motion  to 
print  it  were  laid  opon  the  table. 


m  BBX ATE. 
MoNnAT,  Fehraar7  10. 
Eegulatum  o/Htreign  Cbmmeret. 
Ur.  Beeitoh  rose  to  move  tbe  Senate  to  re- 
print certdn  resolntions  for  the  regnlation  of 
foreign  commerce,  on  principles  of  recippocit7 
and  mntnal  benefit,  which  he  had  brongnt  into 
the  Senate  near  ten  yeara  ego,  bnt  which  had 
not  then  ripened  into  any  legialative  action. 
The  resolutions  were  then  brought  forward,  in 
Tiew  of  tbe  approaching  extinction  of  tbe  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  consequent  abUit7  of  the  Got- 
emment  to  make  a  great  reduction  of  datiee  on 
foreign  imports ;  for  which  rednotion  he  then 
believed,  as  he  uow  helievas,  that  both  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  counby,  required  equivalent  ad- 
vantages to  bedemandedirom  foreign  connlTies, 
in  return  for  the  great  advaotagea  tbej  would 
receive  from  EQcb  a  large  abolition  of  dutiee  on 
their  exports  brought  to  our  coQntr7.  If  the 
resolutjons  bod  then  ripened  into  legislative 
measurea,  tbe  countiy  would  not  now  have  to 
regret  the  annual  importation  of  fifty  millions 
of  free  goods  from  countries,  several  of  which 
oppress  with  eaonnoui  dutiea,  and  fett«r  with 
iqjnrioDs  restrictions,  tbe  products  of  the 
tinited  States  which  go  to  tlteir  porta. 
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Having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  procure  lidi 
regulation  of  foreign  commerce  at  the  epod 
of  the  extinction  of  the  publio  debt,  he  bil 
since  looked  forward  to  the  next  evmt  In  tbt 
history  of  tbe  contttry,  which  wonld  NuUe 
him  to  renew  the  attempt  Tlua  would  bt 
found  in  the  approaohing  e^^raticm  of  whstil 
called  the  compromise  act,  and  wluoh  would 
expire  on  the  30th  of  June,  1843.  That  tct 
condQcted  the  duties  to  a  point  at  which  the; 
could  not  remain — to  a  point  which  woold 
produce  a  reaction — and  wonld  iDvolve  a  gee- 
erol  adjustment  of  the  dutiea  on  impoita  It 
was  to  prepare  for  this  events  and  to  be  in  t 
condition  to  antidpate  action  hj  previooi  de- 
liberation, founded  on  information,  that  be  bad 
moved  at  tbe  lost  session  for  the  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  a  report  on  tbe  bnrdflu 
and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  theUutcd 
States  in  foreign  ports;  which  call  the  5«cK' 
tory  (Mr.  Foraytti)  had  ably  and  elabonUl.i 
answered,  and  of  which  answer  the  Senate  bw 
directed  a  large  edition  to  be  printed.  Thii 
call  for  the  report  was  his  first  step  towvdi 
tbe  revival  of  tbe  plan  contained  in  bii  com- 
mercial resolutions  of  1831:  the  leooDd  sl^ 
was,  to  reprint  those  resolutiona,  as  oontaiDioi 
his  exposition  of  the  meaning  of  the  coutititD- 
tion,  and  bis  opinion  of  the  duty  of  C<»icrM 
under  it,  and  the  advantage  which  would  if- 
donnd  to  the  country  from  the  dischai^  vl 
that  duty.  When  the  report  of  the  Secretay 
should  bo  printed,  be  should  move  praetiMllj 
upon  tbe  HubjecC ;  and  should  endeavor  to  ripoi 
his  plan  into  a  l^pslative  act. 

Mr.  B.  B^d  it  would  not  be  expected  of  bim 
at  tills  time,  and  on  this  motion  to  reprint 
former  resolutions,  that  he  should  go  into  ttj 
general  enxwition  or  siqiport  of  the  pl*^ 
commercial  reciprocity  which  he  propcw; 
hut  it  would  be  proper  in  him  to  MJ,  that  wW 
be  proposed  was  nothing  more  nor  les  tbu 
the  revival  of  the  plan  contained  in  Mr.  Jcffa- 
aou's  report,  and  Mr.  Madison's  reeolutioiiS)  ^ 
the  regulation  of  foreign  commerce,  as  far  b** 
as  the  year  1703,  and  which  report  and  '**"'' 
tions  presented  the  true  interpretation  ot  tM 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  conten- 
plated  the  acquisition  of  advantages  to  tb^r 
country  proportionate  to  the  advantages  vhita 
other  nations  received  from  ua  in  tbe  free  ^f 
in  tbe  cheap  admisaion  of  their  prodeets  ut" 
our  ports. 

The  constitution  ^ants  two  distinct  po'^'^ 
to  Congreaa  in  relation  to  foreign  comin^i 
the  first  power  is,  to  raise  revwne  from  i™- 
ports,  for  tbe  necessities  of  the  General  w*- 
ornment;  the  other,  to  regulate  ooniiic"* 
with  foreign  nations.  These  are  distinct  pow- 
ers, granted  for  different  oljjecta,  and  not  «^ 
vertible  or  tranamutable  into  each  other.  '^ 
of  them— the  first  one— baa  beiai  «'»'?*: 
from  tbe  day  it  waa  granted,  and  bss  i>M° 
greatiy  abused,  and  perverted  to  olgert*  «« 
which  it  was  not  granted ;  tbe  other  btf  M^ 
been  exerused  at  all ;   and  has  renuu>^  ^ 
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long  dormimt  that  Its  purpose  aeema  to  bave 
been  forgotten,  though  the  clanse  to  often  in- 
voked to  cover  sU  sorto  of  abanrd  and  imcon- 
■titational  propositions.  Ur.  Jefferson,  bj  his 
report,  and  Mr,  Madison,  by  his  resolutions, 
attempted  to  execute  t^ia  power — to  give  it  a 
practical  application  to  foreign  oommeree,  oc- 
oording  to  tno  meaning  of  the  constitution;  and 
tbcir  plan  was  to  establish  a  discriminatiiiK 
daty  of  ten  per  cent,  against  the  products  and 
mannfactnrea  of  the  oonntriea  which  refused  to 
eater  into  treaties  of  redprocity  with  us ;  that 
is,  who  refltsed  to  take  some  of  onr  staples  on 
favorable  terms,  in  consideration  of  tiie  favor 
we  extended  to  theirs.  The  cheapness  of  our 
Government,  and  the  largeness  and  value  of 
oar  exports,  it  was  seen,  irom  the  beginning, 
nraat  put  it  into  our  power  to  demand,  and  to 
coramand,  eqmvalents  from  other  nations  for 
the  free  or  cheap  admission  of  their  products 
into  oar  coontrj ;  and  this  b  what  Mr.  Madi' 
aon's  reaolndoQS  proposed  to  do.  He  was  de- 
{bated,  and  bard;  defeated,  by  the  Federalists 
and  the  British  merchanta,  headed  by  Qen. 
Haoiittan ;  and  immediately  after  the  rejection 
of  hto  resolntions,  the  wars  of  the  French  Sevo- 
lation  came  on,  followed  by  the  decrees  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  and  orders  in  conncO  of 
the  British ;  which,  in  a  measure,  broke  np 
foreign  commerce ;  and,  at  all  events,  put  it 
out  of  OUT  power  to  regniate  oven  oar  own  by 
law.  These  wars,  and  these  minons  attacks 
npoii  commerce,  have  long  since  ceased ;  and 
rtooo  ten  years,  he  (Mr,  B.)  had  meditated  the 
revival  of  the  great  work  commenced  by  Mr, 
Jefferaon  and  su.  Uadisoo,  in  1793,  and  defeat- 
ed by  the  Federal  votes  and  British  influence 
of  that  day. 

Tithout  going  fluiber  into  the  subject  at 
present,  Mr,  B,  sdd,  that  the  consequence  of 
defeating  Mr,  Madison's  resolutions  were— ^^Iraf, 
that  an  important  and  express  power  la  the 
consUtntion  had  remained  unexecuted  for  fifty 
years ;  teeondl}/,  that  tbe  regulating  of  foreign 
commerce  (so  &r  as  it  had  been  attempted) 
was  dose  by  the  President  and  Senate  alono,  in 
virtue  of  tbe  treaty-making  power ;  and  to  the 
ezclnsion  of  tbe  Ilonse  of  Bepreseutatives, 
whieh,  as  a  part  of  Oongress,  baa  a  right,  and 
was  boRod  l?  tbe  constitntiou,  to  act  with  the 
other  ctnnpoDent  parte  of  the  Legislative  power, 
in  randattng  eotmnaroe  with  fordgn  nations ; 
thirdly,  that  fifty  million!  of  foreign  products 
were  now  received  ftee  of  duty  from  nations 
whieh  (wprcMed  our  en)orta  with  enormous,  and 
in  some Instanoes,  prohibitory  duties ;  /oarthly, 
for  want  of  acting  on  this  plain  ooramand  of  the 
constitution,  ana  applying  the  clause  to  its 
proper  object,  it  was  made  the  source  of  lati- 
tudmarian  and  absnrd  constructions,  and  wild 
claims  of  power  for  a  multitude  of  objects 
never  thought  of  in  the  constitution ;  and, 
/Ifl^,  it  was  made  a  part  of  tbe  pretexts  and 
jnstifieation  for  the  late  enonnona  tariff,  tiukt 
we  ml^t  punish  ol^er  nations  by  retaliating 
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npon  their  productions  the  high  duties  which 
they  imposed  upon  ours, 

Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  he  should  be  more 
successful  now  than  be  was  ten  years  affO,  la 
his  attempt  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  country  to  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  this  great  subject.  The  time  was 
approaching  when  they  would  be  forced  to  re- 
adjust, the  whole  tariff  of  duties;  and  it  was 
tbe  port  of  common  pmdence  to  foresee  events, 
aod  to  provide  for  tliem  beforehand,  instead  of 
waitinguntil  thecrius  arrived,  and  when  action, 
without  deiiberation,  and  without  choice  of  al' 
temativee,  became  the  law  of  necessity.  Tbe 
compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  was  only  on  ad' 
Joumment  of  the  queetion  of  tbe  tariff— an  ad' 

iournment  of  the  question  from  the  time  when 
le  oonntry  was  prepared  for  action  on  it,  to  a 
time  when  it  will  not  be  thinking  of  iL  Thisuot 
expires  in  1842,  and  every  prudent  man  must 
foresee  tbe  strngglo  which  is  then  to  come  on, 
and  for  which  one  party  is  now  preparing,  by 
endeavoring  to  create  a  necessity  for  the  reneW' 
ed  imposition  of  high  duties.  Every  attempt  to 
divert  the  land  revenue  from  the  Federal  Trea^ 
ury,  is  a  step  taken  in  preparing  one  party  for  the 
struggle  of  1S42,  It  is  my  wish  to  prepare 
for  that  struggle  also ;  and  to  prepare  for  it  by 
anticipating  the  event — by  exercising  a  granted 
power,  thns  far  lying  dormant  in  the  constitu- 
tion— and  exercising  it  according  to  its  true 
intent  and  meaning,  and  to  tlie  manifest  benefit 
of  the  whole  Uuion.  The  regulation  of  foreign 
commerce  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity — 
treating  the  prodncts  of  others  as  they  treat 
oars — measuring  back  to  every  nation  the  same 
degree  of  fkvor,  or  di«fhvor,  which  it  messurea 
out  to  us;  this  is  tbe  intent  of  our  consti- 
tution, the  interest  of  onr  country,  and  tbe 
dnty  of  our  Government.  Ih  the  language  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  "/ree  eommeree  at\d  navigation 
are  not  to  "be  giten  in.  ^change/or  vexatioju  and 
rfiCrietioru  ;  "  nor  are  we  to  play  tbe  unprofit- 
able and  barbarian  game  of  injuring  ourselves 
to  injure  others,  A  reciprocity  of  benefits, 
instead  of  a  reciprocity  of  injuries,  shontd  be 
our  policy ;  and  this  policy  should  be  present- 
ed, and  imposingly  presented,  to  all  the  nations 
with  wbifdi  we  trade.  It  may  not  be  that 
every  one  may  find  itself  in  a  situation  to 
relieve  our  exports  to  the  same  degree  that  we 
relieve  theirs;  bnt  every  one  can  do  somo- 
tblng :  every  one  can  relax,  iu  some  degree,  its 
severe  restriction*,  and  lighten,  to  some  extent, 
its  heavy  impositions,  on  some  essential  article 
of  our  exports.  Each  one  that  pleases  can  do 
this  much ;  and  those  that  do  not  please,  we 
can  force.  Our  position,  and  our  circum- 
stances, enable  us  to  control  and  inflnence  the 
commercial  system  of  the  civilized  worid.  The 
lai^  amount  of  onr  exports,  their  importance 
to  other  nations,  our  fl'eedom  fh>m  debt,  the 
cheapness  of  onr  Government,  the  value  of  our 
custom,  and  onr  geogr^ihical  position,  enable 
us  to  command  the  oommerdai  system  of  tbe 
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vorld.  We  can  comnjuid  it :  and  ire  Bball  be 
Iilind  to  events,  and  nnraithAi]  to  our  constita- 
tion,  to  our  )Dt«rest,  and  to  our  duty,  if  we  do 
not  Ml  for  control  and  influence  this  system  as 
to  secnrt)  equivalent  advantageB  for  oar  ex- 
ports, in  retnm  for  the  advantages  wbich  they 
receive  from  as  In  the  admission  of  their  prod- 
ucts free  of  duty,  or  on  the  payment  of  a  low 
and  moderate  dnty.  A  discrimination  of  t«n 
per  centam  to  the  prejudice  of  nations  which 
reftised  to  reciprocate  advaotagos  with  na, 
would  throw  her  commerce  into  the  hack- 
n^jund,  and  make  it  secondary  and  inferior  to 
tite  oommeroe  of  those  in  Uie  same  artiolo 
which  paid  ten  per  centum  less.  Thoa,  and  to 
exemplify  the  argument :  a  discrimiaatiog  dnty 
of  ten  per  centum  on  either  sillis,  wines,  cot- 
tons, lioeas,  noolteoa,  or  worBteds,  Ac.,  Ac., 
against  any  nation  which  refused  to  enter  into 
reciprocal  arrangements  for  the  more  favorable 
admission  of  our  tobacco,  would  immediately 
compel  France  and  England  to  soften  their  ri^ 
oroos  systems  in  relation  to  that  article,  m 
order  to  avoid  an  enormous  loss  in  losing  a 
principal  market  for  some  one,  or  more,  of  their 
great  staples.  This  would  be  its  effect  ou  the 
tobacco  trade ;  and  so  it  would  be  la  relation 
to  fionr,  rico,  beef,  pork,  and  every  staple  arti- 
cle of  our  exports. 

Mr.  B.  soio,  that  having  given  this  (^impse 
of  the  plan  which  he  proposed  to  revive,  and 
haviog  explajned  the  reasons  for  the  motion  he 
itttendod  to  make,  he  would  say  no  more  at 
present ;  and  would  conclude  with  moving  to 
reprint  the  resoluiioos  to  which  be  referred. 

The  resoluUoofl  were  tben  read  as  followe : 

In  Sain  or  raz  United  Siatsb, 
Febraaiy  B9,  1831, 

Ur.  Bektoh  submitted  the  foUoving  molalions, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  sod  laid 
on  the  table : 

RoBlBtd,  That  the  powers  conferred  on  Congress 
by  the  Slates  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and  to  rtga- 
late  commene,  an  distinct  and  inconvertible  poweia, 
Hmlng  at  lUl^rent  otgects,  and  Tcqulriog  diO^reut 
fbrms  of  legislative  actioii,  the  levying  power  being 
confined  to  imports,  and  iDteoded  to  raise  revenue, 
the  regolating  power  being  directed  to  eipons,  and 
tiAeJj  intended  to  procure  favorable  terms  in  foreign 
ports  for  tlic  adniadon  of  the  shtpa  and  products  of 
theStstes. 

3.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties  oa  im' 

Cwas  solicited  by  the  founders  of  the  present 
lal  Government,  and  granted  by  the  States  for 
the  express  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  and  paying 
the  pnblio  debt,  and  with  the  solemn  and  reiterated 
assurance  that  the  duties  levied  for  pajine  the  debt 
should  cease  the  moment  the  debt  was  paid ;  wliich 
assurance  was  given  in  answer  to  objections  from  the 
States,  and  to  quist  the  appKheoaion  expressed  by 
some  of  them,  that  the  grwit  of  power  to  Congress  to 
raise  revenue  Irom  the  commerce  of  the  Slates,  with- 
out limitation  of  Urns  or  quantity,  and  irithout  sc- 
ooimtatNlity  to  them  for  its  expemUtnre,  might  render 
Congress  independent  of  the  Slates,  and  eiulanger 
thdr  liberties  and  proqwrity. 

8.  Hut  the  pnbUo  debt  will  (probably)  be  paid 
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oIT  in  the  year  IBM,  and  the  amoont  of  abont  twelve 
millions  of  dtJIars  of  revenue  wHi  then  be  snlMect  t* 
abolition,  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  according  to 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  at  the  establishment  of 
the  present  Federal  Qovenunent,  and  in  conftnTnity 
to  the  present  actual  ooudition  and  Interest  ot  the 
States. 

4.  That  sn  ibcdition  of  twelve  millions  of  dntits 
will  be  a  relief  to  the  people  f^om  about  slzteeu  mil- 
lions of  tai«^  (eatimalliig  the  rel^  meidiant*B  ad- 
vance upon  the  duties  at  onc-thinl ;)  and  that  the 
said  abolition  mtj  be  made  without  iSmiiusUBg  tb« 
incidental  protection  doe  to  any  enenUal  braodi  cr 
pursuit  of  domestic  industry,  and  with  aanifnit  ad- 
vantage to  most  of  them. 

B.  that,  for  the  purpose  of  etuUIng  Congrcm  to 
determine  with  entire  safety  to  every  interest,  and 
with  flill  BslisTsctioa  to  the  public  mind,  what 
branches  and  pursoits  of  domestic  Industry  may  tie 
entitled  to  protection,  snd  ought  to  be  guarded  fnxa 
the  iqjariouB  effects  of  foreign  competition,  a  juint 
committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeota- 
tives  ou^t  to  be  qipointed,  to  take  the  cisminatlofis 
of  practical  men,  (producers,  ctaisumers,  and  impcnt- 
eia,)  in  all  donbtjul  cases,  and  to  report  th^  evi- 
dence to  the  two  Bouaea  of  Ceogress. 

t.  That  die  said  oommittee  ought  to  be  ai^ii^led 

I.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerte 
was  granted  (o  Congress  by  the  States,  for  the  eipren 
and  sole  purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  obtain  and 
secure  favorable  marlteta  abroad  tbr  the  ezpons  of 
the  States,  and  favorable  terms  for  the  admission  of 
their  ^ips,  and  to  etftxt,  these  objects  by  establiiJiuig 
an  equttablo  system  of  commercial  rcciproaty,  db- 
crimination,  and  retaliation,  which  dHnild  measoie 
bade  to  every  foreign  nation  the  same  degree  of 
lavor  or  disfavor  which  Itself  measured  oot  to  Ibe 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States. 

5.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  comraeice, 
although  one  of  tiie  first  of  the  enumerated  poweis 
in  Ibe  constitution,  and  the  iDdndcu  cause  to  iti 
adoptitm,  has  never  yet  been  exerdsed  by  Congreia 

9.  Thst  the  qjproaching  extinction  at  Ibe  public 
debt,  and  consequent  obligation  to  abolish,  and  ad- 
vantage in  abolishing  about  twelve  mEUiona  of  an- 
nual reveuoe,  will  cuMe  the  United  States  to  re- 
ceive a  Isige  portioa  of  faer  fonign  c<mm]erce,  nj 
the  ooe-bfr  thereof,  Tnm  of  duty ;  and  that  the  fair 
princiiJes  of  a  Just  redpiodty,  the  dictates  of  ob- 
vious policy,  Juftlce  to  the  States,  snd  the  c<msthit- 
tlonal  duty  of  the  Federal  Oovemraent,  already  toe 
long  deferred,  wifi  require  this  Government  to  ds- 
msnd  equivalents  fitim  all  natlona  which  may  wM 
to  be  admitted  to  a  participation  Id  the  eq^m^ 
of  tlila  great  amount  of  ft«e  and  uirsalriGted  ti«de. 

10.  That  the  £ree  importation  of  the  following 
articles  (smong  others)  iBay  be  admitted  Into  the 
United  States  without  compromising  the  prosperity 
of  any  branch  or  patsuit  of  domestic  industry,  and 
with  maoifest  advantage  to  most  of  them  ;  namelr, 
tineos,  «IliB,  wioes,  coffee,  cocoa,  wonted  stuff 
goods,  several  descriptions  of  woollens,  scTrral 
qoalitles  of  fine  cottons,  seversl  kinds  of  ipiritsj 
tc.,  ke. 

II.  That  the  fns  importation  of  tbe  s^d  artiehs 
ought  to  Im  oflbred  to  aU  oationa  wbldi  shall  grant 
equivalent  advantages  to  the  commeroe  andnariga- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  will  receive  tbe  prod- 
acts  of  ttieir  Industry;  namely,  fish,  furs,  lumbar, 
naval  stores,  bee^  bacon,  port,  grahi,  floor,  tiee. 
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cotton,  tobkcca,  Un  itock,  moon&otuns  of  cottoD, 
leather,  wool,  and  illk,  butter  and  cheese,  MWp  and 
candlM,  h«ta,  gtaai,  and  gunpowder,  lead,  shot,  and 
Bogar,  Bpirita  made  of  grain  end  moUaaeB,  &c.,  &c., 
or  Bome  adequate  pcoporUon  thereof,  either  free 
of  dutj,  or  upon  pajmect  of  moderate  and  reason- 
able dutiei,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaties,  and  to 
coaCiiine  for  a  term  of  jeon,  and  to  no  other  Da- 
tiona  whatever. 

13.  That  there  is  Dolhing  in  existing  treaty  illpu- 
latioiu  with  foreign  powen  to  prerent  the  regula- 
tion of  our  commerce  upon  the  foregtdng  prin- 

13.  That  bH  commercial  naUons  will  find  it  to 
their  advantage  to  regulate  their  commerce  with  the 
United  Stales,  on  these  principles,  as,  in  dtdng  so, 
lliej  will  substitute  a  fidr  and  liberal  trade  for  a 
trade  of  veiatioiu,  oppressioos,  restrictions,  and 
•muf^iagi  will  obtun  proTiaions  for  aubsUtence, 
and  materials  for  maoufacturea,  on  gheaper  terms 
and  more  ibuDdantlj;  will  promote  their  own  ex- 
ports ;  will  increase  their  rereaue,  b;  increasing 
conanmption  and  diminishing  smaggUag;  and.  In 
refusing  to  do  eo,  will  draw  great  Injury  upon  them- 
selves in  the  loss  which  will  ensue  of  seTeral  great 
branches  of  their  trade  with  the  Unitad  States. 

14.  That  the  n^ulture,  manuractures,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  would 
be  greatly  benefited  by  regulating  foreign  trado  on 
the  fongoin^  principles,  fint,  by  getting  rid  of  op- 
pressiTe  duties  upon  the  staple  productions  of  the 
ITuited  States  in  foreign  markets;  secondly,  by 
lowering  at  home  the  price  of  many  articles  of  com- 
fort or  necessity.  Imported  from  abroad. 

15.  That  the  safest  and  moat  satisfactory  mode 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce  on  these  principles, 
would  be  by  combining  the  action  of  the  legislative 
and  trestj-nuhing  powers,  Congress  fixing,  by  law 
or  jt^t  resolution,  the  articles  on  which  duties  may 
be  aboliihed,  and  the  Executive  negotiating  with 
foreign  nations  for  the  grant  of  equivalents. 

16.  That  to  be  In  rea^neas  to  carry  this  system 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce  into  elTect,  at  the 
extinction  of  the  pubUe  debt,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Craigress  to  designate  the  arUdes  for  abolition 
of  duty  at  the  next  staled  seuion. 

Jttvmpti/m  of  State  Jkbts. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  to  which 
wait  refetred  the  rewdnCioo  of  Mr.  Bbktob,  and 
tbe  reaolation  of  Hr.  Lcupkin,  on  the  subject 
of  the  aiBiiinptioo  of  tbe  State  debta  by  the  Gen- 
eral OoTarament,  being  the  speciftl  onler  of  the 
d«7,  was  bUceo  up. 

Hr.  OxmiDT  aald  he  did  not  rlM  to  disonss 
this  qnestion,  bat  merely  to  atik  that,  irhen  the 
inestion  on  liie  resolotloDS  came  np,  It  might 
esoh  sepsrately,  and  by  yeas  aod 
nays. 

The  first  rewdatloiu  vere  theo  read,  as  fol' 
toira: 

1.  JUrelrtd,  That  the  assumption,  directly  or  in. 
directly,  by  tbe  General  Government,  of  the  debts 
which  have  been,  or  may  be,  contracted  by  the 
Stales  for  loeaJ  objects  or  State  purposes,  would  be 
BDjoat,  both  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 

!.  JtitaUtd,  That  sneh  asanmptton  would  be 
Ugfaly  inexpedient,  and  dangerovt  to  tbe  Union  of 
theStotM. 


XM&o^tiin  Florida. 
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S.  Rtielttd,  That  snch  tMampUon  would  be 
wholly  QDautboriied  by,  and  In  violation  of,  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  Uidted  States,  and  ntteriy  ra- 
pngnant  to  all  the  objects  and  purpose)  for  which 
the  Federal  Union  was  farmed. 

4.  Retoiwed,  That  to  aet  apart  tho  pnhlic  lands, 
or  the  revenues  arising  therefrom,  for  the  before- 
men^oned  parpoaes,  would  be  equally  nqjn«t,  in- 
expedient, and  oncoastitutioaaL 

Mr.  Pimniw  movad  to  strike  out  the  vords 
"  directly  or  indirectly  "  from  the  first  resola- 

UOD. 

After  aome  remarks  br  Messrs.  Qxdndt  and 
Prkntiss,  the  latter  withdrew  his  amendment 
at  the  BQggesttoti  of 

Ifr.  OBiTTKnDBN,  who  moved  to  strike  ont 
all  after  the  word  resolved  in  the  first  reaola- 
tion,  and,  as  a  substitnte  for  tbe  whole  series, 
insert  the  following : 

JUiaivtd,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  States,  so  &r 
as  thev  arc  known  to  the  Senate,  have  been  con- 
tracted In  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  and 
constitutional  power  of  said  States,  respectively, 
and  that  there  Is  no  ground  to  warrant  any  doobt  of 
tbe  ability  or  ^position  of  those  Sutes  to  fulfil 


lands  among  the  several  States,  in  fair  and  rata- 
ble proportions,  and  that  the  condition  of  sueh  of 
the  States  as  have  contracted  debts  is  such  at  the 
present  moment  of  presgura  and  difficulty,  as  to 
render  such  distribution  especially  cipedlenl  and 
important. 

Ut.  Obittkndcn  submitted  his  reasons  for 
proposing  the  sabetitote,  wlien 

Hr.  ^LEtr  intimating  an  intention  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  on  uie  subject,  on  bis  mo- 
tion it  was  informally  passed  over,  and  the  sub- 
stitnte ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Execntive  bost- 
oess. 

And  afterwards  a^i^o'^^- 


TvxokXt  February  11. 
Bioodkoundi  in  Florida. 

Hr.  BnoH&iTAir  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  representatives  of  the  religions  Society  of 
Friends  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and 
Delaware,  and  also  fourteen  memorials  from 
ciciiens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
remonstrating  agtunst  tlie  employment  of  blood- 
honods  in  the  war  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians ;  and  moved  their  reference  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Military  Affun. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  these  memorials.  He  sop- 
posed  they  were  like  some  other  memorials,  a 
large  proportion  of  whoee  ugners  were  women 
and  children.  lie  would  say  tlint  the  Qovem- 
ment  contemplated  no  such  Uiing  as  that  pnped 
against  hy  these  memorialists ;  and  they  were^ 
therefore,  misdirected  when  they  sent  them 
here.    If  some  individnals  of  the  Territory  of 
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Florida  b«v«  imported  snob  animals  bb  those 
meationed  in  the  mesMirials,  it  has  been  done 
without  ti»  consent  or  knowiedge  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  a  ref- 
erence to  a  committee,  roqairtng  them  to  act 
on  a  BQbject  which  liad  no  existence  in  point 
of  fact. 

Mr.  BroHANAir  add  he  had  presented  these 
memorials,  expecting  that  thev  would  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Jlilitary  Affairs, 
vithont  a  Binele  remark,  knowing  that  the; 
could  and  would,  in  a  report  of  a  dozen  lines, 
exonerate  the  Government  from  this  heavy 
charge.  He  conid  himself  have  assared  the 
memorialists  that  these  bloodbonnds  bod  bees 
Imported  without  the  knowledge  of  the  War 
Department ;  but  be  preferred  it  to  come  in  a 
more  official  Bhape—as  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. If  bis  friend  from  Missonri  wonld 
examine  these  memorials,  he  wonld  ascertain 
that  they  were  signed  by  many  of  the  most 
respectahle  and  t>est  informed  dtizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, witbont  dlBtiactlon  of  religions  sect  or 
pohticfd  party.  There  were  no  women  or  chll- 
oren,  as  be  had  snppoaed,  among  the  memo- 
Mr.  Bnrroir  Mid  be  wonld  admit  the  signers 
of  these  memoriala  were  among  the  be«t  of 
men,  bnt  he  felt  diq>osed  to  question  their  title 
to  wisdom.  They  were  not  well  informed ;  in 
fict  they  were  worse  off  than  If  they  possessed 
no  information  at  all,  for  what  they  possessed 
was  false.  The  Government,  so  far  from  doing 
what  was  insinuated  in  these  memorials,  hod 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  it.  80  far  from 
ordering  these  bloodhounds,  they  did  not  even 
know  that  it  was  dona,  nntil  they  heard  of  it, 
OS  the  rest  of  na  have  done,  throngh  the  news- 
papers. Having  made  these  remarks,  he  was 
content  that  the  Senate  should  take  whatever 
oonrBe  they  thought  the  proper  one.  They 
might  be  sent  to  the  Military  &immittee,  or  to 
the  War  Department,  where  they  would  prob- 
ably be  sent,  if  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Pbeston'  said  ho  had  beard  with  sarprise 
and  satisfaction  the  declarations  of  the  honor- 
able Senators  on  this  subject,  whose  authority 
ia  nndonbted,  possessed  as  they  are  of  andi 
anthentic  sonrces  of  information.  He,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  was  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  these  animals  were  imported,  if 
not  by  the  direction,  at  least  with  the  sanction, 
of  the  Government,  and  he  was  glad  to  hear 
this  explicit  diaavowtd.  He  would  wish,  how- 
ever, tliat  declaraUons  eqaally  explicit  were 
made  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Department 
in  relation  to  these  animals,  now  that  they 
were  in  the  country ;  whether  the  Oovernmont 
intended  to  employ  tliem  or  not 

Mr.  BxyTOK  read  the  memorial  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  in  which  Ihoy  prayed  that  Congress 
wonld  pnt  an  end  to  the  war  In  Florida,  by 
estAdlng  lo  the  Beminoles  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship. Ur.  B.  said  he  knew  that  there  were  no 
better  people  in  the  world  than  the  Qnakers. 
He  waa  rused  among  them,  and  knew  them 


well.  Bnt  how  wretchedly  were  they  minn- 
formed  of  the  character  of  these  Indiana,  yfhva 
they  supposed  that  by  holding  ont  the  hand  oS 
friendship  we  conld  terminate  this  war  I  Mr. 
B.  then  referred  to  the  treachery  of  the  In- 
dians during  the  last  year,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  lo  end  the  war  amicably.  They  had 
invited  Gol.  Harney  to  establish  a  trading 
house,  which  being  done,  they  had  snrpriseo 
the  post  In  the  hour  of  darkness,  and  maaa»- 
credT  every  individual  they  conld  lay  hands  on. 
Mr.  LuKPKur  said  the  longer  be  lived,  the 
more  he  was  opposed  to  wan  and  fighting, 
and  be  would  rejoice  at  the  approach  of  the 
day  when  no  resort  wonld  be  necessary  to  sneh 
■angninarv  measures.  But,  from  the  coarse 
which  had  been  pnrsaed  in  the  Senate  and  else- 
where, he  felt  bound  to  ss^  that  his  viem 
were  different  from  those  of^  many  otberv  on 
the  subject  under  discussion.  As  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  if  he  was  connected  with  the 
Executive,  he  would  not  recommend  a  reconrw 
to  the  moasare  which  has  been  so  mach  de- 
nounced ;  hot  if  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  that 
Territory,  whose  fields  were  devastated,  and 
whose  women  and  children  were  butohered  by 
the  ferocious  and  wily  savage,  be  wonld  tbink 
It  no  more  a  crime,  if  ho  bad  a  trusty  dog,  to 
trace  the  lurking  Indian  to  his  lair,  thwi  be 
would  to  shoot  him  down  when  he  found  him. 
He  confessed  that  be  conld  see  no  oljection  to 
use  these  animals,  which  would  not  equally  lie 
against  tlio  use  of  what  are  considered  l^ti- 
mato  means  of  warfare.  Holding  these  opin- 
ions, he  felt  bound  in  candor  to  express  them. 
If  the  iuliabitants  of  Florida  have  resorted  to 
this  means  of  terminating  protracted  and  de- 
structive warfare,  it  was  not  the  first  time  that 
bloodhounds  bad  been  employed  on  this  fwnti- 
nent  in  the  oontests  with  Indians.    He  would 

C'  Ige  himself,  if  necessary,  to  nrodooe  Bt»tnte 
ks  of  some  of  onr  States  in  which  a  premium 
was  offered  for  Husing  bloodbonnds  for  the 
express  purpose  of  bunting  down  Indians. 

Mr.  Been  A  KAN  said  he  had  purposely  reft-ain- 
ed  from  entering  into  a  discussion  of  this  Enb- 
jeot,  but  would  only  say  that  the  people  of  the 
country  had  a  right  to  be  informed  oonoeiiiiiig 
it,  and  the  committee  to  which  be  proposed  to 
refer  these  memorials,  waa  the  best  Bonroe  to 
which  we  conld  apply  for  that  infonnslioti. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affltira. 

AmumptiM  nf  State  DAtt. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolntion  of  Mr.  ams- 
Tos,  and  the  resolution  of  Ur.  Luhpeii',  on  the 
subject  of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by 
the  General  Government,  being  tiio  special 
order  of  the  day,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Allxh,  of  Ohio,  addreased  the  Sonal«  as 
follows : 

Shall  the  Federal  Government  depart  ttom 
the  sphere  of  its  liniit«d  powera— shall  it  in- 
trade  into  tiie  local  jnriBdiotiui  of  the  Sf-^~ 
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urame  the  datiea  of  State  legiBlation—tax  the 
people  fur  objects  of  State  conoem — ahall  it 
thus  eTeataallj  aboliab  the  State  Goremmeiits. 
and  itself  settle  down  ioto  one  oonsolidated 
empire!  This,  Ur.  FreBident,  no  less  than 
this,  is  the  qnestion  pre3eDte4  negativeljr,  bj 
the  pending  resolutiona,  and  afOrmatively  by 
Ui«  Bubstitate  proposed.  It  is  the  same  fonda- 
mental  qnestion  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
GoTemmeot,  divided  this  nation  into  two  great 
parties,  impressed  upon  them  an  enduring  cast, 
fixed  their  principlea,  and  has  ever  pointed  the 
oooree  of  all  their  measures.  Thus  far  has  the 
great  struggle  iDvolvina  the  ultimate  form  of 
our  inaljtutiona,  alreadj  progressed;  and  al- 
though our  history  has  been  brief,  we  we  now 
approaching  that  janctare  in  our  aSairs,  when 
strife  most  speeuilj  terminate  in  decision. 
For,  MT,  by  the  powerful  impulse  with  which 
the  whole  system  of  cirilization  is  now  driven 
onward,  chongra  more  thorough  are  wrought 
in  Governments  within  a  single  lifetime,  than 
centuries  could  effect,  before  Uijs  era  of  furious 
activity.  And  hence  it  is  that  our  constitution, 
though  on  the  fourth  of  the  ensuing  month  it 
«-ilI  have  subsisted  but  fifty-one  years,  has 
even  now  developed  all  its  latent  principles, 
whether  of  harmony  or  of  discord,  of  consoli- 
dation or  of  disunion ;  whilst,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  population  has  swelled  to  a  magnitude,  and 
■tretcbed  over  a  circuit  sufficiently  large,  to 
comprehend  all  the  diversity  of  interests  likely 
hereafter  to  provoke  diasenBioua.  As  to  these 
thines,  therefore,  the  future  has  no  secrets 
disclose.  The  present  generation  have  now  be- 
fore them  all  the  data  essential  to  the  discussion 
of  the  question,  shall  the  Union  of  these  States 
coutinae  as  it  is,  or  shall  the  States  sink  into  a 
Gommou  empire,  exposing  the  people  to  the  haz- 
anl  of  despotism  ? 

Sir,  there  is  no  truth,  calculated  to  shed  over 
a  generous  heart  a  deeper  melancholy  than  the 
fact,  that,  of  all  objects  yet  undertaken  by  the 
faculties  of  man,  the  solid  establishment  of  free 
inHtitaticna  has  been  found  the  most  difBcult. 
The  human  mind,  in  its  pride  and  ia  its  glory, 
ranges  Uiroiigh  the  whole  frame  of  nature,  dis- 
cerns with  certainty  the  laws  which  hold  the 
members  of  the  planetary  world  to  their  appro- 
priate limits,  protecting  each  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  other;  and  yet,  in  its 
nCmost  efforts,  it  has  been  unable  to  discover 
like  roles  of  human  conduct,  to  effect  the  eame 
results  between  man  and  man.  Uost  of  revo- 
lati<HU  have  been  bnt  changes  in  the  forms  of 
oppression.  For  there  is,  m  its  principle,  an 
eWicity  adapting  it  to  every  new  condition 
of  things,  in  spite  of  all  the  preoautiocs  sug- 
gested by  experience.  If  driven  from  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  government  by  the  positive 
enactments  of  the  fundamental  law,  it  eoon  re- 
appears in  the  interior  of  the  social  community, 
and  employs  that  law,  the  very  safeguard  pro- 
vided against  it,  to  protect  itself  in  wrong  and 
outrage  upon  the  people.  Kor,  sir,  do  I  speak 
thus  without  motive ;  for,  in  all  I  have  this 


barren  of  r&ults,  hut  by  the  actoal  progress  of 
events,  and  the  present  state  of  afiMrs  in  our 
country. 

And  DOW,  to  b^in  at  the  primeval  source  of 
these  events,  where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  Not  in 
our  own  history,  but  in  that  of  our  English  an- 
cestors :  for  we  are  still  linked  to  that  conntiT 
by  a  chain  of  social  dependencies,  although 
that  of  OUT  colonial  bondage  has  long  been 
broken. 

In  the  Grst  place,  then,  the  British  revolu- 
tion of  uxteen  nundred  and  eighty-eight,  which 
residted  in  the  expuluon  of  James  the  Second, 
and  the  coronation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  as 
William  the  Third,  was  finally  consummated 
by  a  solemn  compact  between  the  new  monarch 
and  the  people.  He  held  the  throne  neither  by 
inheritance  nor  as  victor.  By  this  adjustment 
of  the  constitution,  the  jure  diviaa  right  of 
kings  was,  as  a  principle,  expressly  denied — 
the  ultimate  authority  of  the  nation  fully  rec- 
ognized— the  regal  prerogative  of  levying 
money,  hitherto  asstmied,  torn  from  the  crown 
— that  power  acknowledged  to  abide  alone  in 
Parliament,  and  the  protection  of  the  cttizea 
mode  the  condition  of  his  obedience.  Such 
were  the  guarantees  which  Englishmen  thought 
they  had  obt^ned,  after  so  many  years  and 
scenes  of  civil  war.  And  why  should  they  not 
so  think !  Oould  tbey  have  supposed  that  B 
monarch,  Just  called  to  a  throne  mode  vacant 
by  the  usurpations  of  his  predecessors,  would 
himself  begin  with  the  repetition  of  crimes  so 
fatal  to  them  J  Jfo.  The  eyes  of  the  nation 
were  therefore  turned  to  Parliament,  as  the 
only  source  of  law ;  and  to  law,  as  the  sole  au- 
thority to  prescribe  the  amount  and  apportion- 
ment of  the  public  burdens.  They  thought  of 
taxes  in  no  other  form ;  they  apprehended  op- 
iion  from  no  other  quarter.  But  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  not  an  Englishman,  by 
nativity  or  affections.  His  views  and  feclmgs 
were  upon  the  coutinent.  Without  sympathies 
with  the  isle  of  his  adoption — as  a  man,  brave 
and  sagacious  in  battle  and  in  the  cabinet — 
ever,  and  everywhere,  inflexible  of  puroose — 
cold,  abatraoted,  collected  within  himself— am- 
bition domineered  in  his  heart,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  passions.  Be  came  to  tlie  tlirone 
hy  invitation,  and  seems  to  have  thought  that 
less  a  favor  to  him  than  his  acceptance  a  favor 
to  the  nation.  Regardless,  therefore,  as  it  soon 
appeared,  of  a  compact  that  trammelled  his  will, 
!t  became  the  first  of  hte  otyects  to  regain  the 
lost  preri^aUves  of  the  crown,  and,  first  of  all, 
that  which  brought  all  others  with  it — the 
power  to  levy  exactions,  at  pleasure,  upon  the 
people.  Eis  schemes  required  money — more 
than  he  dared  to  demand,  or  Parliament  to 
supply ;  for  Parliament  was  honnd  to  respect 
the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  he  the  forms 
of  Parliament.  Yet  even  these  difficulties  in 
his  way,  so  far  from  restraining  the  desires  of 
the  Prince,  served  but  to  disdose  the  fearfd 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ItemuT,  ISM.] 

■ecrat,  that  the  waato  of  ambition  will  erer 
a&ggest  the  means  of  thrir  own  ffratification. 
Tliere  atood  the  compact,  goardM  hf  all  the 
teiTpn  of  B  recent  revolutioti ;  an^  now,  sir.  it 
is  to  be  aeen  bj  what  prooeaa  he  obtained  nit 
object,  and  the  conteqnenoe*  of  bis  inooees,  not 
to  that  ooantry  alone,  but  likewise  to  thit. 

Bat,  first  of  all,  it  becomes  ImporMut  to  ob- 
serve, that  of  all  the  modes  of  Mvjinv  contri- 
butions npon  the  people,  borrowing  ii  Uie  most 
doDgeroUB  and  opprettaive.  In  this  form,  the 
commnnitj'  are  taxed  In  antJcipatitHi — not  bj 
law,  bat  by  contracL  The  weight  of  Interut 
is  thtu  added  to  the  bnrden  of  the  principal, 
whilst  every  check  npon  Qovemment,  ia  its 
application,  is  withdrawn,  ioasmnoh  as  the 
present  benefit  resnlting  from  the  immediate 
ose  of  money,  obsonres  the  remote  oppression 
its  pajment  may  obcadon.  Thus  it  is,  that 
pohlic  debt  is  augmented  withont  control. 
Thiu  it  la,  therefore,  that  each  generation 
straggles,  not  to  diminish,  bat  to  roll  on,  the 
inorea^g  harden  n^n  ita  saccemor ;  and  thus 
it  is  too,  that  despotism,  in  silence  and  seearity, 
&stens  ita  grasp  npon  the  people,  becanu  each 
additional  loan  obtained  npon  the  pablio  cred- 
it, strengthens  the  hand  vrbiofa  reoeives,  and 
enfeebles  that  which  oontribates. 

It  was,  then,  to  this  form  of  the  taxing  pow- 
er— the  power  to  borrow  at  pleasure,  to  an 
Indefinite  amonnt,  upon  the  pledged  prapertj 
and  labor  of  his  sul^eots,  that  the  King  resort- 
ed, to  reinstate  the  crown  in  its  former  pleni- 
tude of  prerogative-  But  to  this  end,  it  was 
necewy  first  to  create  a  fund  to  be  borrowed. 
Euw  was  this  to  be  done  I  It  conld  be  efiect«d 
in  no  other  way,  than  by  making  it  the  interest 
of  one  class  of  his  subjects  to  unite  with  the 
throne  in  the  plunder  of  tiie  others.  For  thtd 
purpose,  the  money  c^italiats  were  the  only 
class  to  whom  the  sovereign  conld  appeal. 
But  inasmuch  as  that  class  hod  already  sufiered 
by  advances  mode  to  Government,  in  the  re- 
cent convulsions  of  the  Btat«,  some  equivalent 
beyond  ordinary  indemnity,  could  alone  iodnoe 
tbem  to  renew  tliose  advances.  That  equivs>- 
lent  was  ready.  It  was  notbing  less  than  an 
absolute  power  conferred  upon  tnein,  as  a  com- 
pany, over  the  whole  currency  of  the  oODntry; 
a  power  to  snbetitute,  for  a  metallic  medium, 
Tiunable  in  itself,  and  therefore  capable  of  being 
the  standard  of  all  other  values,  a  p&per  oiron- 
btion  of  the  company's  promissory  notes,  In 
themselves  valueless,  and  for  that  very  reason 
incapable  of  measuring  the  value  of  any  thing 
else.  This  power  was  conferred,  xnd  th^ 
change  in  tne  currency  effected,  In  sixteen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  sixth  year  of  that 
monarch's  reign,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
Iff  &igiand. 

And  thus,  for  the  first  time  in  the  world's 
history,  were  the  due  bills  of  an  incorporated 
company  forced,  by  Government,  as  money, 
npoa  a  nation.  For  the  first  tjine,  were  the 
property  and  labor  of  an  entire  people  thaa 
placed  under  the  abtolnte  control  of  a  company, 
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and  tlina,  for  the  first  dme,  waa  a  connter  rev- 
olntion  accomplished  in  OorenunMit  itself  bj 
a  revolution  in  the  cnrrenoy— a  revolotioa 
which,  aa  far  aa  Great  Britain  and  the  Vuled 
States  are  ocnoemed,  has  strnck  more  ]ffo- 
foundly  Into  sodety-«pread  ha  effeets  mors 
widely  through  all  the  mtnnteet  rdatlcms  of 
life,  than  any  other  event  of  modern  thnei. 
Yes,  effeote,  of  which,  as  I  shall  attempt  to 
show,  the  matter  of  our  deliberations  this  day 
ore  but  the  dreadfiil  manifestatlona.  For  her^ 
^r,  it  i«  that  we  are  to  look  for  tha  beginning 
of  that  snooession  of  events,  which  has  already 
imposed  ■  debt  of  four  thousand  millions  of 
dollars  upon  Great  Brltun,  and  enabled  her  to 
throw  two  hundred  millions  of  the  amount 
npon  the  Btatee  of  this  Union, 

But  in  order  to  comprehend  all  the  oonae- 
qnences,  both  social  and  political,  resnlting 
from  the  creation  of  the  first  English  bank,  it 
becomes  essential  to  know  the  circanutaocea 
attending  the  tranaaetions,  aa  well  aa  the  mo- 
tives and  reasons.  To  these  the  British  his- 
torian himself  shall  speak ;  and  here  I  ask  the 
strictest  attention,  that  all  may  Jadge,  whether, 
in  our  own  bistory,  there  us  any  thing  of  a 
like  character  occurred : 

"  The  scheme  »u  tbunded  (says  K r.  BmoDett)  on 
the  notion  of  a  transfcnbls  fund,  and  a  circulation 
bf  bill  on  the  credit  of  s  Urge  ca[dud.  Forty  mct- 
cbantB  subscribed  to  the  ainount  of  five  huodred 
tbouswid  pounds,  aa  s.  fund  of  ready  nonev,  to 
circulate  one  miliioo  at  eight  per  cent,  to  be  l^t 
to  the  Government ;  and  even  this  fund  of  ifdj 
monej  bore  tbe  nme  interest.  When  it  wasprep- 
erlj  digested  in  the  Cabinet,  and  a  m^oritj'  la 
Parliament  secured  for  Its  reception,  the  nndei^ 
takers  for  the  court  introduced  it  into  tbe  HonM  ct 
Commons,  and  expatiated  upon  tbe  national  adnn- 
tages  that  would  accrue  fram  such  a  meaaare.  Thef 
saTd  it  voQld  rescue  the  nation  out  of  tbe  handa  of 
eitorUoners  and  usurers,  lower  interest,  raise  tba 
TiUue  ofland,  rerive  sod  establiah  public  credit, el- 
lend  circulation,  coDsequcDtly  improve  commcree, 
lacilitate  the  annoal  lupplies,  and  connect  tbe  peo- 
ple tbe  more  closely  Kith  the  Government.  Tlit 
prt^ect  was  violently  opposed  by  a  strong  party, 
who  atBnnod  that  it  would  become  a  monopoly,  and 
engross  the  whole  money  of  tb.e  kingdom  ;  that,  ti 
It  must  iDtallibly  be  subservient  to  Govemmcol 
views,  it  might  be  employed  to  the  worst  purpose* 
of  arbitrary  power;  that  instead  of  assisting,  it 
would  weaken  commerce,  by  tempting  people  to 
withdnw  tbeir  money  from  trade,  and  employ  It  ie 
itackjobbing ;  that  it  would  produce  a  swarm  of 
broken  and  jobbers,  to  prey  upon  their  fellow 
creatures ;  encourage  fraud  and  gaming,  and  fol- 
ther  corrupt  the  morals  of  tbe  nation.  Hotwitb- 
Btanding  these  objections,  the  bill  made  ita  way 
through  tbe  two  Hooses,  establishing  the  funds  for 
tbe  security  and  advantage  of  the  subscrtbeni 
empowering  their  U^cniea  to  Incorporate  them 
by  the  name  of  Che  Governor  and  Company  of  tb* 
bok  of  England,  under  a  proviso,  that  at  any  tine 
after  tbe  flrsi  day  of  Angost,  in  the  year  one 
thoDsand  seven  hundred  and  five,  npoa  a  yeart 
notke,  and  the  repayment  of  the  twelve  hundred 
tiuHuand  poonda,  the  said  corporation  should  oeti* 
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tnd  tletermfne.  nM  bED  UkewiM  eontatned  ctRurot 
^upropcutloD  ftiT  the  Krrioe  of  the  public.  Th« 
vbole  eabwriptlon  ma  filled  la  tea  d>7»  Bfter 
iti  being  opened ;  ud  the  eoart  of  direotora  com- 
[deted  the  pkjmeDt  before  the  eil^ratioii  of  the 
time  prescribed  bj  the  tct,  Kltboagh  the;  did  not 
call  in  more  thui  seven  hundred  and  twentj  thou- 
iud  pounda  of  the  noae]'  aubacrilied." 

Hera,  then,  waa  the  first  entrance  into  the 
wortd  of  the  banking  ajAeta,  M  a  Bonroe  of  paper 
onrrenCT.  And  mv-k  the  att«ndaiit  iDoidenta. 
In  the  firat  place,  it  eommenoed  in  the  creation 
uf  a  pnblio  debt,  ever  to  be  inoreaaed — never 
eztingaiahed,  hot  hj  the  extinotion  of  the  Got- 
ernmeot  itself.  In  the  next  place,  it  began 
with  the  corruption  of  the  logislBUve  power; 
for  after  being  planned  by  miniatere  in  the 
cabinet,  it  waa  withheld  from  Parliament,  in 
order  that  the  King  might  corrupt  a  minority 
to  its  anpport,  before  exposing  it  to  the  eyes 
of  the  pnblio.  And  then,  al>ove  all,  mark  the 
reasons  aadgned  for  the  measure:  "It  would 
eonnect  the  people  more'closely  with  the  Gov- 
ernment" Yes ;  bind  them  more  firmly  with- 
in the  spell  of  the  throne — render  them  more 
tractable — leas  rebellions  to  oppreasion. 

But  what  were  the  reasons  nrged  against  it 
by  Oie  patriots  of  the  day  !  That  it  would  be- 
come a  monopoly — engross  the  whole  money 
of  the  conntiT' — anbgerve  the  viewa  of  arbitrary 
power — Btrengthen  the  crown  against  the  peo- 
ple— withdraw  money  from  trade — proanco 
swanna  of  brokers  and  Jobbers  to  prey  upon 
their  fellow-men — engender  frand — enconr^ 
gambling,  and  corrupt  the  general  mor^ 
And  who  to  lost  to  truth — so  insensible  to 
crime,  na  to  deny  that  those  fears  have  been 
realized  t       There  can  be  none. 

But  what,  sir,  is  this  I  have  add  and  de- 
wribodt  Does  it  relate  to  the  first  Bank  of 
Eogtand,  or  to  the  first  Bank  of  tA«  United. 
Stala.  Where,  in  the  worid's  history,  are 
two  events  to  be  found,  more  identical  in  all 
their  incidents — their  reasons — their  conse- 
quences t 

The  capital  atook,  consisting  as  it  did,  ex- 
cln^ively  of  Govermnent  bonds  for  near  five 
millioDB  of  dollars,  advanced  by  the  company 
to  the  king  j  the  bank  began  to  loan  its  promis- 
sory notes,  isoDed  as  a  currency,  upon  the  sole 
aecority  of  the  bonds,  themselves  bat  the  evi- 
dence of  debt  In  this  manner  it  was  that, 
whilst  the  institution,  with  one  hand,  drew 
iniereet,  through  the  Government,  from  the 
people,  on  the  debt  itself,  with  the  other  it 
drew  interest  from  them,  on  Its  own  dae  bills, 
Usued  upon  the  pledge  uf  the  debt.  The  value 
of  a  stock  thus  yielding,  as  it  did,  a  twofold 
profit,  invited,  of  course,  all  capitalists  to  make 
additional  investments.  From  time  to  time, 
therefore,  waa  the  (»q>ttal  of  the  bank  increased, 
its  charter  extended,  and  its  powers  enlarged, 
by  acts  of  Parliament,  obtdned  through  the 
mflnence  of  the  king,  that  the  institution  might 
be  able  to  make  still  further  advances  to  him, 
H  <rften  aa  bis  aohemes  of  ambition  required 


them.  Thus,  by  the  repetition  of  the  same 
process  through  a  suocesfflon  of  years,  the 
whole  moneyed  wealth  of  the  empire  became 
eventually  drawn  within  the  common  reservoir 
of  the  bonk,  and  arrayed  as  a  distjnot  intereat, 
against  every  other  apecies  of  property — against 
the  landed  and  the  laboring  clones,  on  whom, 
by  its  disoounta  and  circulation,  the  institution 
levied  on  enormous  tribute.  And  thus,  too,  by 
this  concentration  of  power  in  the  bank,  and 
its  coalition  with  the  King,  he  was  enabled  to 
employ  the  institution,  iuatead  of  Parliamenti 
for  all  the  purposes  of  taxation.  The  process 
was  plain.  When  money  was  to  he  rused,  in- 
stead of  resorting  to  the  constitntional  mode 
of  OBseaament  by  law,  the  monarch  hod  but  to 
apply  to  the  bank  in  the  first  instance,  and  with 
the  meana  thence  obtdned,  prevail,  by  corrup- 
tion, gn  Parliament,  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  By  each  successive  operation 
thns  aogmenting  the  public  debt;  the  burden 
of  its  Interest;  the  capital,  powera,  and  profita 
of  the  bank  atrengtbening  its  connection  with 
the  king;  increasing  his  influence  over  Parlia- 
ment ;  diminishing  that  of  the  landed  and  laboi^ 
ing  classes  in  the  Government,  and  concentrat- 
ing all  power  in  the  joint  possession  of  the  bonk 
and  the  throne.  I  say,  sir,  the  bank  and  the 
throne ;  for  as  to  the  two  Houses  of  Poriia- 
ment,  tiiey  had,  by  this  state  of  tilings,  been 
rendered  so  notoriously  corrupt,  as  to  justify 
Ur.  Walpole,  at  an  after  day,  in  laying  it  down 
OS  an  axiom,  applicable  lo  English  Btottemen, 
"that  every  man  has  his  price."  And  now, 
sir,  for  the  results  to  that  nation  of  this  paper 
hankinx  system.  A  pnblio  debt  of  four  thon- 
Bond  million  of  dolUi's ;  taxes  intolerable ;  on 
ineouality  of  property  and  condition,  rutnona 
in  tne  extreme ;  a  resulting  aggregate  of  hu- 
man misery,  so  wide  and  intense,  as  to  leave 
□ne-foorth  of  the  population,  and  that  the  most 
laborious,  with  scarcely  a  shelter  by  night, 
without  the  certAinty  of  daily  bread  on  the 
morrow — misery  driving  them  on  from  Insnr- 
reotton  to  Inaurrection,  for  means  of  appeasing 
the  cravings  of  nature.  Fonr  thousand  milliooa 
of  debt,  BtUl  aconmulating,  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  tribute  annually  drawn  from  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  her  East  Indian  subjects; 
drawn  by  the  torch  and  the  sword ;  by  rob- 
bery and  murder,  by  the  devastation  of  the 
oldest  and  richest  country  of  the  globe ;  drawn, 
air,  by  a  system  of  complicated  and  exquimte 
cruelty,  which  Attila,  at  the  head  of  his  Unns, 
or  Tamerlane,  with  his  Tartars,  would  have 
blushed  to  commit — cmelty  reserved  for  Cllve 
and  Hastings — cmelty,  at  the  bare  recital  of 
which  Burke  and  Sheridan,  all  England  shriek- 
ed with  oompunatidua  horror — still  there  stands 
the  debt,  undiminished  ;  and  that  too,  although 
British  rapacity,  insatiate  by  the  plunder  of 
India,  has  stretched  to  a  nuighboring  isle  its 
blighting  band — snatched  the  Jast  bread  from  , 
his  lips — torn  the  last  rag  from  the  naked  limbs  * 
of  the  famished  Irishman — undiminished  still 
atands  the  debt,  altiiongh  generation  after  gen- 
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eratioD  of  her  own  infant  children  are  worked 

in  factories  to  tJia  verj  extremitv  of  life.  Yea, 
not  withstanding  these  crimes  of  inbomon 
enormity — this  infant  toil  omoontinR  to  tortura 
— there  standa  the  debtl  and  En^and,  with 
her  exterior  grandenr,  her  aplendid  throne,  her 
nobility,  her  navy,  commerce,  and  colonies, 
preaenta  the  melancholy  image  of  a  hospital, 
whose  snrronnd in g  colonnade  of  architectural 
beanty  serres  hut  to  mock  the  e(ibs  of  affliction 
— the  cries  of  despair  within. 

These,  sir,  are  the  direfol  conseqnences  ia- 
flioted  by  the  paper  system  upon  that  coontry, 
and  threatened  to  dis.  But  wbco,  how,  hv 
whose  agency,  sjid  for  what  reasona,  was  it 
affixed  to  oor  soil)  Who  gave  it  a  lodgement 
in  this  Qovernroentt  Tlie  Anrfo-Federd  party 
of  the  United  States.  From  their  hands  it  re- 
ceived life  and  nntriment;  and  by  them,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  present  moment,  has  it 
been  sustaioed  and  defended  in  all  its  ravages 
npon  the  people — in  all  ita  tendencies  to  the 
dostmction  c^  the  Goyemment.  These  were 
the  men ;  but  what  were  their  motives  for  in- 
tiodncing  it?  To  know  them,  their  principles 
mast  be  known ;  and  here  again  it  becomes 
eKsentJal — firat,  to  know  what  were  the  princi- 

Jiles  of  their  founder.  Tor  of  parties,  it  is  no 
ess  tme  than  of  Governments,  that,  at  the  be- 
ginning, they  take  their  principles  from  the 
men  wno  lead ;  and,  afterwards,  the  leading 
men  take  theirs  trota  the  parties.  Who,  then, 
was  tia  fonnder  of  that  party,  and  what  his 

frinoiplesi  Alexander  Hamilton  was  the  man. 
t  was  he — a  man  whose  mind,  of  the  second 
order,  had  been  cost  in  an  English  montd ;  it 
was  he  who  founded  the  party,  who  prescribed 
to  his  followers  a  class  of  principles  and  ■  line 
of  policy,  now  and  ever  cherished  by  them 
with  all  the  xeal  of  fanaticisni.  Bnt  what  prin- 
ciples were  they  ?  What  his  scheme  of  measures 
to  give  tliem  effect?  These  questions  he  shall 
answer  for  himself.  Nor  shall  I  do  him  the 
lignstice  to  cite  his  language,  incantlonsly  used, 
on  an  occasion  affording  no  reason  for  deliber- 
ation and  core.  No.  But  langnage,  nttered 
under  the  moat  solemn  responsibility  that  man 
con  incur,  the  responsibility  of  organizing  the 
Government  of  a  nation.  These,  then,  were 
the  principles  laid  down  by  General  Hamilton, 
and  prescribed  to  his  party,  in  the  debate  on 
the  adoption  of  t'he  Feder^  Constitution,  on 
the  nineteenth  of  June,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-seven.    Thus  he  spoke : 

"  Uj  situalion  la  ^lagreeable,  bat  it  would  be 
crimiDBl  not  to  came  forirard  on  a  question  of  each 
mKguiludc.  I  bnvG  weW  cansidered  the  subji^ct, 
and  am  convinced  that  uo  amcndtnent  of  the  Coii- 
federation  cbo  Biuwcr  tbe  purpose  of  a  pood  Gov- 
emmont  so  lung  as  State  sovereignties  do,  Id  nay 
sbapo,  exist." 

Agun,  on  the  same  occaaion,  he  declared : 

"  I  believe  the  British   OoTerniDcnt  forms   the 

best  model  the  irorldever  produced,  and  auch  hia 

been  its  progress  in  the  minds  of  tha  many,  that 
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Thia  Gurera- 
haa  for  its  object  pabue  strength  and  individ- 
ual security.  It  la  siild  irith  us  to  be  tinattuniblf. 
If  It  wu  once  forraed  It  would  muntain  Itwlr.  in 
commuuitiea  divide  themselves  into  the  feir  and  iht 
many.  The  first  are  the  rich  and  veil  born,  ttw 
other  the  mass  of  tbe  people.    Tho  voice  of  (he 

Kple  has  been  sud  to  be  the  voice  of  God ;  iml 
'CTer  geaerallj  tbia  maxim  hu  been  quoted  mi 
believed,  It  is  not  true  in  fact.  The  people  ira 
tnrbuteot  and  changing;  they  aeldom  judge  or  de- 
termine Hgbt  Give,  therefore,  to  the  fiiM  dwi  s 
distinct,  permanent  share  in  tbe  GovemmenL  Thg 
will  cheijc  the  nnsteadlDesa  of  tbe  second,  sad  u 
they  cannot  receive  any  advantage  by  a  cbup, 
thpy,  therefore,  will  ever  tnaintiin  a  good  GoTem- 
mcnt.  Can  a  Democratic  nasembly,  wbo  aueiull; 
revolve  ia  tlie  mnas  of  the  people,  be  supposed 
Btendily  to  pursue  tbe  public  good  ?  Nothing  bBl  i 
permanent  body  can  check  the  ImprudeiKe  nl 
Democracy.  Their  turbulent  ■ndnnconlrollingdit- 
poeition  requlrea  checks.  The  Senate  of  K<ir 
Torit,  nlthough  cboseo  for  four  ycara,  we  hm 
found  to  bo  inefficient.  Will,  on  tbe  Vlrgbiia  pliD, 
a  Gontiuuance  of  seven  years  do  it  f  It  ia  tdmiUed 
that  you  cannot  bare  a  good  Executive  upoe  i 
Democratic  plan.  See  tbe  excellency  of  the  Brilisli 
Executive.  He  ia  placed  above  temptation — he  cin 
have  no  distinct  intereats  from  the  public  weUin'. 
Nothing  abort  of  sncb  on  Executive  can  be  efficiei't" 

And,  in  tbe  same  speech,  proceeding  to  p^t 
his  plan  of  Government,  he  said : 

"  Let  one  body  of  the  Legislature  be  comtinHeJ 
during  good  behavior  or  life. 

"  Let  one  Executive  be  appointed  wbo  dares  tit- 
cute  bia  power*. 

"  It  may  be  aakeil  is  this  a  Republican  aiitem! 
It  ia  BtricUy  so,  as  long  as  they  remain  elecili*- 

"And  let  me  obserre,  that  an  Executive  iil^ 
dangerous  to  tbe  liberties  of  the  peo[^  whce  in 
office  during  life,  than  for  seven  years. 

"  It  may  be  said  this  consUtutea  an  elective  ""»■ 
atvhyf  Pray,  what  is  a  monarch  J  r  Maynollbe 
GoTcmon  of  the  aeveral  States  be  consideRd  >■ 
that  light  f  But  by  making  tbe  Execnttre  sotjM 
(0  impeachment,  the  term  monarchy  cannot  «n4' 
These  elective  monarcbB  have  produced  tumohi  ia 
Home,  and  are  equally  dangerous  to  peace  in  Fi> 
land ;  but  thia  cannot  apply  to  tbe  mode  iu  whiiA 
I  would  propose  the  election.  Let  electort  be  tj- 
pointed  in  each  of  the  Sutes  to  elect  the  Execuliii- 
[Hore  Mr.  n,  produced  his  plan]— to  conaUl  of  t«o 
braucbcs ;  and  I  would  give  them  tbe  uvlioiiifd 
power  of  passing  all  laws  without  eiceptiao.  1^ 
Assembly  to  be  elected  for  three  yean,  by  ll« 
people  ia  dlatricta.  Tbe  Senate  to  be  elected  l>r 
electors  chosen  for  that  purpose  by  the  people,  tei 
to  remain  in  office  during  life.  The  Kxeeudre  " 
have  the  power  of  negaUving  all  laws;  to  niu> 
war  or  peace  with  the  advice  of  the  Senile;  W 
make  treatiea  with  their  advioe,  but  to  hafo  l« 
sole  direction  of  alt  miUtary  operations,  and  to  scli° 
ambasaadors  and  ippoiot  all  mihtary  oiBcecs,  t|M 
to  pardon  all  ofTeudcrs,  treasou  excepted,  nule^  ^ 
advice  of  the  Senate.  On  hla  death  or  removal,  UM 
Preadent  of  the  Senate  to  officiate,  with  the  s^ 
powers,  until  another  ia  elected.  Supreme  j"''"™ 
officers  to  be  appointed  bj  tho  Eiecutive  and  iw 
Senate.    The  Legislature  to  appomt  cenrta  in  ciu 
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Sum,  n  u  to  nuke  tha  Slate  QoTenuiMnts  uo- 
necesur;  to  IL 

"  All  State  lavt  to  be  nbtoliitel?  Toid,  irlilch  eon- 
tnTene  the  geoenl  Uira.  Aa  oCBcer  to  be  ap- 
pointed ia  each  Sute  to  have  a  negative  on  all 
Stale  laws.  All  tbc  nillllla  mod  the  ai^intmeDt  of 
offlnra  to  be  ttader  the  Natiooal  Qovemment.'' 

On  the  ticentT'-wooDd  of  the  name  month, 
(till  latent  upon  his  object,  and,  sa  if  fearful 
thnt  be  had  not  ^eC  been  dutiuotly  Dnderetood, 
be  proceeded  to  eay  that, 

"  In  dl  general  questdona  which  become  tlie  fub- 
jects  oTdijKiiaaioD  there  are  alwajsaome  truths  nilied 
Tilh  fUsEboods.  I  coaresa  there  ia  duutcr  where 
mm  are  citable  of  holding  two  otBcce.  Take  man- 
kind in  general,  thej  are  vicious — their  pasaiona  maj 
lie  opented  upon.  We  Iulvo  been  taught  to  repro- 
bate the  danger  of  inSucoce  In  the  Bntiah  Qovem- 
ment, witboat  duly  rcSecttng  how  far  it  was  necce- 
aij  to  mpport  s  good  Gorerament.  We  have  token 
Up  many  ideas  upon  tnut,  and  at  laM,  pleased  with 
oar  own  ofuiiona,  eataUJehed  them  as  undoubted 
tntha.  Hnme's  ocnnion  of  the  Bridsb  cotutitutioo 
conGnna  the  remark  that  there  is  always  a  body  of 
firm  patriots,  who  often  Atke  *,  eomipt  admlDistn- 
tion.  Tike  mankind  as  the;  are,  and  what  are  the; 
govenied  by  t  Their  paasions.  There  may  be  in 
every  Goreinnient  a  few  chcdce  spirita,  who  may  act 
from  more  worthy  motives.  One  greot  error  la,  that 
we  mppose  mankind  more  honert  than  they  are. 
Onr  preTiiling  passioaa  arc  ambition  and  interest ; 
•nd  It  will  ever  be  the  duty  of  a  wise  QovcRiment 
to  avail  itself  of  those  passions,  in  order  to  make 
them  snliwrvleiit  to  the  public  good — for  these  ever 
ind(K«  ua  to  action." 

Tes:  here,  in  langnage  the  most  explicit, 
under  reeponeibilities  the  most  solemn,  did  the 
founder  of  the  Anglo-Fcderal  party  prtmounce 
the  Americtia  people  incapable  of  a  Demooratio 
Government  of  equal  freedom.  Hero  did  he 
declare  that,  they  were  not  sufficiently  honest 
— thnt  they  were  vioions — governed  by  their 
passions,  tnrbnlent,  changing,  inoompetent  to 
judge  or  determine  aright ;  that  they,  as  all 
mankind,  were  natnrmly  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  few  and  the  many ;  the  rich  and  the 
well  bora  on  the  one  side,  Uio  great  masa,  the 
poor,  on  tlie  other;  and  the  first  of  these 
classes  should,  therefore,  control  the  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  check  the  tnrbnlence  of  the 
second.  For  these  reasons  it  was,  as  he  boldly 
declared,  that  he  preferred  the  English  form  of 
Governraent,  with  all  its  abuses,  nith  its  throne, 
its  nobility,  its  union  of  chnroh  and  State,  its 
standing  Brmies,  banking  system,  its  organized 
cormption,  itsenormona  debt,  itsminonH  lAxes, 
its  opalenoe  of  the  few,  its  pauperism  of  the 
many.  It  was  fur  these  reasons  that  he  {>ro- 
nonnoed  nch  a  Government  "  the  best  model 
tlie  world  ever  produced."  For  these  rea- 
Mns  it  was  that  he  thonght  a  like  Government, 
if  once  established  over  onr  people,  woald  pos- 
Kss  power  to  m^ntain  itself  against  their  lolly 
and  tnrbnlence.  And  therefore  it  was,  enter- 
Uining  those  principles  and  opinions,  that  he 
proposed,  in  foil  convention,  to  establish,  as  far 
■s  practicable,  the  sEune  sTstem  here,  by  abol- 
Vou  XIT.— « 
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ishing  the  State  Governments,  and  creating  a 
Benate  and  on  Executive  for  life,  armed  with 
all  the  powers  of  the  King  and  Lords  of  Great 
Britain, 

Sur-h  were  the  principles  toi  views  openly 
avowed  by  the  founder  of  the  party.  Ana  who 
can  doubt  that  it  was  this  manifest  danger  to 
public  liberty,  from  the  very  presence  of  such 
a  party  in  the  country,  which  prompted  the 
controlling  m^ority  of  pati^ots  to  provide  those 
safegnards  in  the  constitution  against  the  in- 
direct means  to  which  the  party  might,  in  fu- 
ture, resort  to  accomplish  their  object?  What 
were  those  safegnards  ?  That  the  Federal  Qov- 
ernment,  in  all  its  departments,  should  origi- 
nate with  the  people~-be  responsible  to  them — 
tliat  its  powers  shonld  be  few,  aud  those  dis- 
tinctly expressed,  and  cautiously  guarded — that 
the  general  moss  of  power  ^oold  remain  in  tite 
States  or  the  people — that  cert^o  rights  of 
men,  deemed  more  essential  to  liberty,  shoidd 
abide  with  them,  as  sacred  and  intangible,  bj 
either  the  State  or  the  Federal  Government-— 
that  no  titles  of  nobility  should  be  granted — 
that  no  State  should  issue  hills  of  credit,  coia 
money,  or  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
l^al  tender.  These  were  the  ufeguards;  and, 
above  all,  were  those  provisions  so  int«ndea 
which  relate  to  the  currency ;  for,  sir,  the  pa- 
triots of  the  convention  knew  full  well  what 
had  been  the  political  and  social  effects  of  the 
paper  bankintf  syatoin  iu  England,  They  knew 
the  desires  of  the  Anglo-Federal  party, here ; 
and,  knowing  these,  could  they  for  a  moment 
doubt  what  effects  would  be  wrought  upon  onr 
Government  by  such  a  system,  in  the  hands  of 


sidious  ambition  ?  None.  And  here,  si 
have  an  eiample— a  fatal  examplSj  of  what  I 
began  with  stating — that  there  is,  in  the  ^rin- 
cl^e  of  oppression,  en  elasticity  adapting  it  to 
every  new  oondition  of  things,  and  that,  if  ex- 
cluded from  the  fonns  of  Government  by  the 
f\iudamental  law,  it  nevertheless  takes  its  stand 
in  the  interior  of  the  social  community,  and 
perverts  that  very  law  to  its  own  defance, 
against  the  resistance  of  the  peo}ile.  And  now 
mark  the  illustration  of  the  fact,  in  the  hurried, 
silent,  insidious  process  by  which  the  British 
banking  system  was  transplanted  into  this  Gov- 
ernment— transplanted,  not  only  in  violation 
of  oil  the  constitutional  safeguards  intended  to 
exclude  it,  but  under  the  auspices  and  guarantee 
of  the  oonstitatlon  itself.  Mark,  too,  the  exact 
resemblance  of  every  incident  attendiitg  the 
origin  of  the  Bank  of  England  t  And  why  t 
Because  the  author  of  its  introdnction  here  was 
hnt  an  imitator — hod  made  the  model  of  the 
British  Government — ("  the  best  model  the 
world  had  ever  produced") — had  made  thatj 
and  the  history  of  British  abuses,  the  chief  and 
favored  objects  of  his  study — booause  he  bad 
proposed  Uiat  model  in  the  convention — had 
been  defeated  there — still  deemed  it  pracliooMe 
— and  saw  that  It  could  only  be  introduced  by 
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fint  iatrodnoinr  the  paper  ^Hten,  upon  which 
it  Mated  in  En^snd. 

What  wen  the  betel  Tbia  OoTemment 
went  into  operation  by  the  meeting  of  tlie  firet 
Oongren,  under  the  eonstitotiOD,  ou  Uie  fonrth 
of  lureh,  wventeen  hnndred  and  eighty-niae. 
On  the  uiirtj-firat  of  JdIj,  of  the  same  year, 
the  act  to  T^nloto  the  noUeotion  of  duties  was 
{Msseil,  and  lU  thirtieth  sectjon  provided : 

"  That  the  dutica  and  Tecs  to  be  coUected  by  tiitne 
oflUgact,  thidlb*rtctivtdiiigiiidandiUveTaiiin>idy, 
at  the  following  raUa,  that  la  to  Bar :  tha  fiold  coina 
of  France,  E^land,  Bp«aa,  and  Portu^  and  all 
other  Kold  coIdr  of  equal  flDenon,  at  rightT-nine 
cents  fat  vnej  pennywei^t  The  Keiiean  dollar, 
at  one  hundred  oeats ;  the  ciown  of  France  at  one 
dollar  and  eleroi  centa ;  the  crown  of  En^and  at 
one  dollar  and  elsTen  centa;  and  all  oUwrailver 
odnaof  equal  fineneea,  at  one  dollar  and  eleTen  centa 

Here,  then,  the  whole  revenue  was  to  be  re- 
oeived  in  gold  and  stiver  coin  only.  Such  was 
tiie  positive  law  of  the  land,  passed  in  strict 
eonfonnitf  to  the  oonsUtntion.  Thna  therefore, 
was  the  Governmeut  fdrlj  lannched  upon  the 
deep  of  titne,  without  the  beating  of  a  wave  or 
a  wind  to  bear  it  from  the  coarse  of  its  in- 
tended destiny.  As  yet,  all  was  well ;  and  so 
continaed.  But  bow  long?  To  this  qaestion 
I  will,  in  a  moment,  read  the  fatal  answer. 

On  the  second  of  Bcptembcr,  of  the  same 
year,  tlie  set  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  passed,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  the 
•ante  month.  General  Hamilton  was  appointed 
to  that  Depsirtmeut,  Now  mark  tlie  immediate 
consequence.  On  the  twenty-second  of  that 
Tery  month,  he,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
issued  to  the  ooUeotors  of  the  revenne  an  order 
in  these  words : 

TauEiTar  DEriarMiKT, 

Septonber  !Z,  1789. 

Sib  :  In  conaequenoc  of  arrangcmentB  lately  taken 
with  the  Bonk  of  Korth  Amelia  and  the  Bonk  of 
Hew  Yoric,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  GoTeriiinen  t, 
I  am  to  Inform  jouthat  it  is  taj  de«re  that  the  notes 
tt  those  iNUtks,  pavable  either  on  ileniand,  or  at  no 
Irager  period  than  thirty  daja  alter  their  reqtective 
datei,  should  be  received  in  pajment  of  the  duties, 
aa  equivalent  to  gold  and  ailTer,  and  that  they  will 
be  received  fhiin  yon  as  audi  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Vidled  Stales. 

niia  measure,  besldeslbe  immediate  aceominodallOQ 
to  whkji  it  has  refereooe,  wilt  ladlitate  lemlttanoea 
fiom  the  eeveral  States,  witiuxit  drawing  away  theh- 
qieeie;  an  advantage  hi  every  view  important. 

I  dttU  cause  you  sbordy  to  be  tbnidied  with  sudi 
iDdlcadoH  of  the  geamne  netes  aa  will  serve  to 
guard  yon  aphut  ooDnterfiJts,  and  d«ll  direct  (he 
manner  of  remitting  them.  In  the  mean  time,  and 
nnlll  further  orders,  yon  will  please  to  recetve  them, 
transmitting  to  me  a  weekly  account  of  your  receipts 
and  payments. 

The  Treaaurer  of  the  nolled  Btstee  will  probably 
have  occasion  to  draw  upon  yon  for  part  of  the  com- 
■  pensatioD  of  the  membets  of  Congress  frtnn  your 

These  drafla  yon  will  abo  reodve  bi  payment  of 


Ibedutiei^arlnexdiange  for  any  specae  ailsiDg  bca 
them  whidi  shall  have  come  to  your  band. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AI^ANDER  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasmy. 
Orao  H.  Williams,  Eaq., 

Collector  of  the  Customs  for  Baltimore,  Hd. 

Thus,  whilst  the  law  of  the  land  commanded, 
in  the  moat  explicit  word-i,  that  the  revenue 
should  be  "rteHted  in  gold  and  niter  mm 
only,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  makes  ar- 
rangements with  banks,  neither  known  nor  re- 
cognized to  exist  by  the  Oonstitntjon  or  laws 
of  this  Ooveroment ;  agrees  to  receiTB  the 
whole  revenue  in  their  promissory  notea,  even 
though  not  payable  on  demand,  and  orders  the 
,  collectors  so  to  receive  them.  This  be  did  bj 
this  l^tal  order,  promnlgMed  on  the  elereazl 
day  after  his  appointment  to  office,  on  the  j!/Iy- 
third  day  after  the  passage  of  the  nvttia*  law, 
in  the  very  presence  of  the  Congresa  which 
paned  it,  still  in  eession ;  and  in  nttor  eon- 
tempt,  eanally  of  the  oonatitnUoD,  tlw  law, 
and  the  law-making  power.  I  say,  air,  this 
fatal  order ;  futal,  beeanso  it  was  the  first  opta 
infraction  ot  the  constitution,  as  welt  aa  the 
law,  by  an  officer  of  Government;  fhtal,  be- 
caose  it  went  unpunished,  unrebnked ;  beeaote 
it  brought  tlie  legislative  power  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  fktal, 
because  it  first  established  the  connection  of 
banks  with  the  Government ;  revolntionUed  the 
currency  of  the  country,  by  opening  a  brearh 
in  the  constitution,  for  the  first  Bank  of  tbe 
United  Ktntes;  fatal,  because  it  was  the  prime- 
val sin,  whoso  consequences,  broad  ana  deep, 
have  accumulated  upon  ns  with  each  retornin; 
Tear,  until  tbe  Congress  of  tbe  United  State* 
have  at  last  received,  not  an  order  frmn  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  a  mandate  frcMn  tbe 
bankers  and  brokers  of  Enriond,  not  to  take 
for  revenue  the  notes  of  banks,  bat  to  g;aaran- 
tee  the  payment  of  debts  we  never  contracted; 
debts  due  to  those  who  command  ;  and  this  wa 
are  ordered  to  do,  on  pain  of  public  nil, 
threatened  to  the  States,  if  we  dare  to  diaohey 
Tct,  fatal  as  wns  this  order,  it  was  but  tbe  com- 
mencement of  General  Uamil  ton's  system  for  the 
revolution  of  the  Government.  He  was  an 
imitator;  and,  as  such,  saw  from  the  ^tiih 
example  that,  to  displace  one  Government,  and 
to  substitute  anotlier,  without  noise  or  violeiKe, 
some  niEtcbioery  more  powerfhl  than  a  IVeas- 
ury  order  was  indispensably  necessary.  Wdl, 
what  machinery  so  proper  as  a  National  Bankt 
Whatfonndationfora  National  Hank  eo  solid  si 
a  National  debtt  What  materials  so  handy 
for  a  National  debt  as  the  debts  of  tbe  Stalest 
None.  This  the  Secretary  knew.  His  par^ 
in  OMigress,  he  also  knew,  might  be  ivepiued, 
in  advance,  for  the  deed.  They  had  JnstiGed 
bis  Treasury  order  in  violation  of  law ;  and 
this  act  of  loyalty  to  him  waa  an  invitation  to 
come  fbrwhrd  with  tbe  balance  of  his  schemes. 
Ambition  needs  no  aeeond  call  to  usnifaiioD. 
He  took  them  at  the  word ;  and,  like  the  min- 
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titer  of  WUllom  the  Third,  presented  his  plans 
ia  fbll  matarity  to  the  pre-engaged  faror  of 
legislative  servility.  And  how  were  they  re- 
ceived t  With  dUtmet  t  How  acted  npon  I 
Wtih  deliberation  I  No.  Bat  snatched  ttota 
tiis  hand,  and,  with  the  iropatieot  trepidation 
ot  cODscioua  giiilt,  hnetled  and  hurried  throDgh 
Iwtb  Hoasee  of  Oongrees.    Mark  the  process. 

On  the  39th  of  September,  Congress  ad- 
journed its  first  session.  On  the  ith  of  January, 
1790,  ooamenoed  its  second ;  passed  the  act  to 
oMumt,  by  the  Federal  OoveninieDt,  the  Bevo- 
\at\oo§rj  debit  0/ Vie  Statei,  on  the  fourth  of  the 
eiunlDg  Ai^^C;  on  the  twelfth  of  that  month, 
Biljonmed  its  second  sesuon;  opened  its  third 
fta  the  6th  of  the  following  December — passed 
tlie  act  to  e&arter  the  first  SmUs  ^  tha  Untied 
Slatei,  on  the  Sfith  of  February,  I7B1,  and  on 
tha  third  of  the  ensuing  Uaroh,  a4]oimied  its 
third  and  final  session.  So  rapid  did  the  Treas- 
ury order,  the  assumption  of  the  debts,  and  the 
(barter  of  tha  Bank  snooeed  one  another.  For, 
thoogh  it  required  six  years  for  the  ministers 
ot  William  tlie  Third  to  create  a  ni^ionol  debt, 
to  tevolntiODlse  the  cnrrency — to  establish  a 
bank  In  coalition  with  the  Qovenment,  oon- 
centrating  in  the  hands  of  the  parties  ooalesoed, 
all  the  elements  of  social  and  political  power ; 
yet,  General  Hamilton,  with  tbU  example  be- 
fore him,  could  effect  these  objects  in  two. 
And  why  f  Becanse  the  Brlttsb  Bank  was 
Already  made  to  bis  band,  and  he  had  but  to 
loiate  a  branch  in  this  Government.  How, 
ind  by  what  means  t  In  the  first  place,  it  was 
necenory  to  create  a  national  debt,  and  to 
throw  that  debt  into  the  hands  of  bankers  and 
•tockjobtwrs  in  England.  To  this  end,  there- 
fore, the  Secretary  of  the  Treosary,  siilt  faith- 
ful in  his  affiMtlon  for  the  Briti^  form  of  Gov- 
emntent,  proceeded,  through  bis  party  in  Oon- 
rress,  to  assume  twenty-one  millions  of  State 
oebt,  giving  to  the  bonds  on  irredeemable 
quality,  which  he  fbresaw  would,  as  it  did,  send 
them  for  investment  to  the  money  market  of 
London.  There  they  accordingly  went ;  and 
the  Qovecnmeat  being  indebted,  and  that  to 
' — j^  lu,  excuse  was  furnished  fur  provid- 
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toreifoera, 

iDg  the  tioUties  of  jMymttit. 
p«d  without  a  bonk  I  and  h 
» IntTodnced,  without  making  this  very  debt 


r  provid- 
<uld  it  be 
how  could  a  bank 


the  basis  and  body  of  its  e^jitol  stock  t  No. 
These  were  the  only  means ;  the  Secretary  had 
w  declared ;  bis  party  in  Congress  were  ready 
to  act  upon  his  Judgment  alone ;  and  the  thing 
VIS  dona.  Bone,  ur,  done^  witliin  the  first 
two  years  of  the  Government — done  by  the 
Hry  first  Congress — done  hy  the  very  same 
men  who,  bat  forty-two  dm  bef(H«  the  Senre- 
tuy  came  into  office,  had  solemnly  enacted, 
thit  all  the  rsvennes  sbonld  be  received  "  tn 
f>U  MuJ  filwr  wrfn  iHt/y"~doDe  by  men  who 
*sreekctedwithnosuch  view,  and  who,  in  the 
We  of  Uieir  obedience  to  the  Secretary,  al- 
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— to  establish  a  book  npon  capital  held  by  Eng- 
lishmen— to  empower  it  to  change  the  cnrrency 
of  the  country — to  receive  its  notes  fbr  all  the 
revenne — to  deposit  the  public  money  in  its 
vaults — to  confer  npon  the  Secretary  and  hla 
party  the  power,  throngh  the  agency  of  English 
capital,  over  the  whole  property  and  laitor  of 
the  country ;  and  in  the  end  tlie  power  to  fix 
the  forms  of  English  Qovemment  npon  thit 
peepleT  Why  this  horryt  Was  it  becanse 
they  apprehended  danger  to  their  scheme  from 
the  alarm  of  Ibe  people,,  if  they  were  allowed 
time  to  he  alarmed  f  Was  it  ttecanse  delay 
would  concentrate  the  public  affections  npon 
the  Oovernment  as  it  stood ;  w  was  it  because 
age  would  give  to  the  coastitntion,  now  green 
and  tender,  that  firmness  and  inflexibility  with 
which  it  ODuld  not  be  bent,  without  the  noise 
of  a  break — changed,  without  the  tnmnlt  of 
revolution  ?  Was  it  for  these  reasons  that  this 
succession  of  events  was  hurried  along  to  con- 
summation, in  the  first  two  years  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, without  one  word  with  the  people! 
Let  those  who  stand  upon  this  floor  to  day — 
the  faitbfiil  followers  of  Gen.  Hamilton — uey 
who  on  this  and  all  occasions  put  forth  their 
utmost  energies  to  prop  and  defend  these  hia 
maxims,  and  tiiis  his  system — let  them  answer 
these  questions  to  the  conntry. 

The  debt  was  assumed,  funded,  held,  by 
Englishmen— a  branch  of  the  Eufrlish  hank  es- 
tablished in  this  Qovemment  upon  it :  I  say  a 
branch  of  the  English  hank ;  for  what  else  was 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States!  Who  owned 
itaetockt  Who  received  its  proGUt  Who, 
by  their  agents,  directed  its  affairs  1  Were  they 
Americans,  or  Englishmen!  Were  they  here 
or  tn  London !  Let  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clat)  answer.  No ;  he  has  answered 
already — answered  npon  his  responsibility  as  a 
Senator — answered  npon  this  floor  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  eleven,  when  he  thus  spoke,  on 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charter: 

"The  power  of  anaUcn  is  said  to  exist  In  the 
sword  and  tlie  parse.  Pertu|ie,  at  Isst,  sll  power  is 
resolvable  into  tiiat  of  the  piine ;  for  with  It  yon 
may  commind  almost  every  thing  el«e.  The  ipeds 
arculstion  of  the  United  Btates  Is  estimated  by  some 
calculators  at  ten  miUioDB  of  dolkrs ;  sod  if  it  be  no 
more,  one  moiety  is  in  Iho  vaults  of  ttiis  Iwnk.  Hsy 
not  Ihe  time  aTTiTg  when  theconcentradonof  sudta 
Tsst  portion  of  the  drculoting  medium  of  the  country 
in  the  bonds  of  the  corporation,  will  be  dangerous  to 
our  Ubertiesf  By  whom  is  this  immense  powsr 
wielded  T  By  a  body  who,  in  derogslion  of  tbe  great 
principle  of  ^  our  iostitutiotii — reqrannbility  to  the 
people — is  amenable  only  to  a  few  stockholders,  and 
(hey  chiefly  foteigneis.  Suppose  on  attempt  to  sob- 
Tert  this  Oovenunent,  would  not  the  traitor  first 
aim,  bj  force  or  cormpUon,  to  acquire  the  treasure  of 
this  company  f  Look  at  it  in  other  aspects.  Seven- 
(enths  of  its  capital  are  in  the  hands  of  fbreignerB, 
and  tbeso  fon^ers  chiefly  English  sut^jaots.  We 
are  poMiblj  upon  the  ere  of  a  rapture  with  that  no- 
lioo.  Sbonld  nwh  an  event  occur,  do  you  apprehend 
that  tbe  En^idi  Premier  would  experience  any  diO- 
onl^  in  ebUnit^  the  entlie  conlRd  of  thU  Inatita- 
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tioDf  Bepnblii^alioredlolher  iiatloiiBiOugbt  most 
■tudioudj  to  guild  igdnst  foreion  inflnence.  All 
hutor;  prove*  that  tha  intemal  nlwwnloni  eitdted 
b;  Toraigii  intrigue  have  produced  the  downfall  of 
almost  ever;  free  QovenuneDt  that  has  hitherto  ex- 
isted ;  aod  yet  gentlemen  conleod  that  we  an  bene- 
fited bj  the  posaeflsion  of  tbU  foreign  capital !  If 
we  coiild  have  iu  use  without  ita  atteading  iboM,  I 
Bhould  be  gratified  also.  But  it  la  in  vain  to  expect 
the' one  without  the  other.  Wealth  ia  power,  and, 
nnder  whatsoever  form  it  eiiate,  its  proprietor, 
lAetber  be  Uvea  on  thit  or  Ae  other  dde  of  the  At- 
lantic, will  have  a  propottkonalo  inlnewie.  It  ia  ar- 
gued that  oor  MMnioa  of  tUa  BngUdt  eapilal  givea 
u  Mrt^  InBBenoa  over  the  Britiali  OoTectuDeot 
If  thisnaici^QgbeMHuid,  we  had  better  revoke  the 
interdiction  aa  to  allem  boldiog  land.  Mid  itirila  for- 
dgnera  to  eogroai  the  whole  propertj,  real  and  per- 
Bonal,  of  the  country.  We  had  better  at  once  ei- 
cbaiige  the  condition  of  independent  proprietore  for 
that  of  atewarda.  We  should  then  be  sbte  (o  govern 
foreign  natjani,  according  to  the  argumenta  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  oAer  aide.  But  let  ui  put  aside  thia 
theory,  and  appeal  to  the  decisions  of  experience. 
Go  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  see  what 
has  been  adileved  for  t»  there  by  Engliahmen,  hold- 
fng  aeven^oitha  of  the  capital  of  tiiia  bank.  Haa  it 
ideMcd  fttMn  ntliog  and  ignmnli^aDa  bondm  ooa 
•olitai^  AmMican  awmaii,  bteedUig  under  BritMh 
oppreMoal  IHd  It  prevent  the  DnmanlyatUd  upon 
the  Cbeapeake  t  Did  It  arreat  the  iHomulgation,  or 
haa  it  abngated  the  order*  in  council — those  orders 
which  have  given  birth  to  a  new  era  In  commerce  T 
In  spite  of  2i  its  boasted  effect,  are  not  the  two  na- 
tions brought  to  the  very  brink  of  war  T  Are  wo 
quite  Bure  utat,  on  this  ude  of  the  water,  it  has  had 
no  eSixt  Ikvoreble  to  British  intererts  f  It  has  often 
been  slated,  and  altfaongh  I  do  not  know  that  ft  fs 
■naoeptlbla  of  atHct  proof,  I  believe  H  to  be  a  bet, 
that  WB  bank  exerdaed  iia  Influence  In  support  of 
Ji^  treaty;  and  m^  It  iu>t  have  contributed  to 
Uimt  the  piAliO  Mntlment,  <»  paralyze  the  etbrta  of 
tide  nation  tffbml  BriiUi  toreaaiim  t 

Ilie  Dnke  of  Hoithnmbwbnd  ia  aaid  to  be  the 
MOatccmridmUe  atodcholder  In  the  Bank  of  Ibe 
Dolled  Stales.  A  late  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
besides  otiwr  noblemen,  was  a  large  stoclibolder. 
SuppoM  Ibe  Piince  of  Gaaling,  the  Ihike  of  Cadoro, 
and  other  Fi«ndi  dignitaries,  owned  seven-cighthi  of 
the  caidtal  of  this  bank,  should  we  witness  the  same 
exertions  (I  allude  not  to  any  made  in  tlw  Senate) 
to  rechirteritf  So  far  from  It,  woold  not  the  dan- 
ger of  French  influence  be  resounded  thrODgboat  the 


Seven-tentbi  of  its  capital  etook  owned  by 
Englishmen,  and  they  livmg  at  home — by  men 
of  whom  manj  were,  st  uie  time,  lords  nnd 
offlcera  of  the  British  Government — by  men 
connected  in  interest  with  the  English  Bniik, 
and  bypriiicip!e)<,  mnnners,  and  affections,  with 
even  thing  English,  with  nothing  Amerioan. 
Well,  therefore,  when  he  saw  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  thoa  owned  hy  Englishmen,  thus 
establiahed  among  na  by  a  p)Uty  here,  openly 
deoUriog  their  wont  of  confidence  in  the  peo- 
ple, their  attachment  to  the  British  forms  of 
goTerametit— a  bank  in  the  hands  of  such  a 


party  coUeotiag  the  whole  revenaefl,  ita  notd 
the  whole  onrrenor,  its  word  the  whole  law  to 
the  property  aiul  labor  of  the  oonntrjr;  well, 
when  he  saw  theaa  things,  did  the  Senator  bm 
Kentucky  eicl^m : 

"  Hay  not  the  time  arrlre  when  the  oconBtntiM 
of  (uobaTaslportiaDof  the  drcolattog  neAnniif 
the  coonlry  in  the  bands  of  ray  ootporation  wiH  tie 
dangerous  to  our  Uberdee?  BywbmDistluBiiDman 
power  wielded  I  By  a  body,  who,  bi  deicgatioD  li 
the  great  princble  i^  our  institutions— t«qpoi«bOilT 
to  the  people — u  aeoeeeible  only  to  a  few  stMUwUn^ 
and  thej  chiefly  foreigners.  Suppose  an  atlrmpt  ID 
subvert  thia  Government,  would  not  the  Initor  Hrft 
strive  by  force  or  corruption  to  acquiTe  the  ttoann 
of  this  oompany  F  " 

And  again: 

"Are  we  quite  sore  that,  en  tUa  nde  of  tbcnlti. 
it  haa  had  no  eOtet  favorable  to  British  interrOi! 
It  has  often  been  stated,  and  although  I  do  not  ki»w 
that  it  ia  susceptible  of  strict  proo^  I  t>eIieveitlobe 
a  fact,  that  this  twnk  exercised  its  Influence  in  sup- 
port of  Jay's  treaty ;  and  may  it  not  have  cootribuM 
to  blunt  the  public  sentiment,  or  paralyze  the  ctaifi 
of  tliis  rkation  against  British  aggressions  f  " 

These,  then,  were  the  statements,  the  fetn, 
the  sentiments,  t£  the  Senntor  from  Eentnckj. 
They  were  then  tnie,  so  are  ther  now ;  for  ibc 
trutK  has  not  changed,  though  the  Saiatttt  ia. 

Can  it  then  for  a  moment  be  doubted,  thil 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  StJrtea  wu,  >» 
foct,  but  a  hnmoh  of  the  English  system  I— thit 
Generd  Hamilton  and  his  party,  who  iatm- 
dnced  it  hero,  still  entertained  tlieir  old  tSs»- 
tions  for  the  forms  of  the  Britisli  Govenuoeiut 
Can  it  be  donbted,  that  they  yet  cherished  tlie 
hope  of  ingrafting  (he  substantial  featnrts  <& 
that  Government  npon  our  constitution)  Wk 
doubts  that  they  brought  in  the  banking  «J)- 
tem  with  that  view  t  And  who,  aAer  lookiii< 
to  the  principles  and  progrees  of  the  ^^% 
can  doubt  that  its  tendeudee,  one  and  tU,  m 
Infiaiibly  to  that  result  I  Nol  impossible! 
The  very  question  now  pending  before  ll^  ii 
bnt  a  anminary  of  all  the  resnite — a  couceoTi' 
tion  of  all  the  efiects  of  the  q-tiem,  tbua  ^ 
in  it«  progrew. 

Yet,  sir,  I  will  not  come  too  ahmptlycpW 
the  present  period,  bnt  return  back  opui  t'^ 
line  of  events,  to  the  point  where  the  aystem 
made  its  enb'ance  into  our  Govemmrat 

The  bank  was  founded  upon  a  natkHul  ^'^'^ 
oonstitoling  almost  the  entire  body  of  its  up- 
ital  stock ;  and  why  !  The  reason  is  obvicni 
It  was  devised  upon  political  motives  by  tbe 
founder  of  a  political  party ;  and  the  party  it- 
self was  to  be  organiied  permanently  upon  '^ 
basis  of  the  institution,  aa  the  controUing  <^' 
tre  of  the  paper  system.  It  was,  tlierefw* 
neoesBary  that  such  an  institntion  should  r^ 
upon  a  foundation  both  durable  and  politic*!  bf 
its  connection  with  the  Government  TheM- 
tional  debt,  it  was  evident,  would  rabsist  m 
many  years ;  and  was  doubtlesa  intended  by  ut 
party  to  become,  like  that  of  Eof^d,  not  ouJ 
penuaueot,  bat  impowUe  of  paymoiL  B*'^ 
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tbeo,  vas  a  eoltd  ba^s  upon  whioli  tbe  part} 
eoDid  Btand  whiUt  in  power,  and  rallf  if  ex- 
pelled.  Hence  it  was  taat,  when  OTerthrown 
ID  ISOO,  the  Anglo-FederdUts,  although  in  a 
mlQorit7,  humiliated  with  Bhame,  fell  back^ 
and,  instead  of  a  flight,  Mcnrel;  concentrated 
upon  the  honkina  ayst^m.  Hanoe  it  it  that  wi 
now  find  them  there  Btill,  wamng  for  the  eu 
pire  of  tlio  few  over  the  rights  of  the  many , 
and  hence  it  is,  also,  that  we  now  behold  that 
political  phenomenon — a  partj,  every  political 
principle,  everj  instinct  of  which,  originates  in, 
emanates  from,  and  retams  back  into,  the  rin- 
gie  idea  of  money  ;  an  idea  to  which,  with  them, 
Guverament  itself  is  secondary ;  one  form 
being  preferred  to  another,  only  aa  one,  more 
tlitin  another,  may  enable  the  few,  "the  rich 
and  the  well  born,"  to  aubmst  npon  the  nnro- 
qaited  toil  of  the  laborioas  poor.  Yes,  "  all 
commnnitieB  divide  theraselvea  Into  the  few 
and  the  manT  ;  the  firet  are  the  rich  and  well 
born,  tlie  otner  the  mass  of  the  peopit 
epoke  General  Hamilton,  the  founder  of  the 
party  and  the  paper  system.  Thus  presenting 
the  ide*  of  money,  no  matter  how  acquired,  as 
the  fnndamental  principle  of  his  politics,  as  the 
end  of  government,  and  government  as  nothing 
but  the  appropriate  Instnunent  of  plunder. 
Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  his  great  antagonist, 
Ur.  Jefferson,  ttie  Ulustrioua  founder  of  tlie 
ever  glorioos  Democracy,  with  a  sonl  sahlimely 
elevated  by  an  innate  aense  of  JDStiee — by  on 
all-embracing  sympathy  with  his  conntrymen 
— with  a  mind  far-reaching  to  the  fntnre,  be- 
yond the  forecast  of  the  ablest  of  hia  age,  took, 
Dubly  took,  liberty/  as  the  basis  of  Oovemment ; 
ei|nal  freedom  to  oil  as  the  means  of  snstuning 
it,  and  the  happiness  of  the  whole  people  as  its 
rightful  object 

Honey,  then,  being  the  fonndamental  princi- 
ple of  the  Anglo-Federalists,  the  paper  system 
the  adopted  means  of  making  the  Qovemment 
sabsement  to  this  end,  and  the  country  thus 
drawn  within  the  central  infinence  of  that  sys- 
tem in  England,  can  it  be  surprising  that  the 
most  iatense  sympathies  shoald  have  always 
sabsbited  l>etween  thii  party  and  that  country? 
No :  nor  can  it  astonish  any  man  that  British 
instinct  should  prompt  that  people  to  send  their 
capital  here,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  paper  ays- 
Ura — to  faaten  its  hold  npon  the  Government 
ud  the  conntry — to  snstaia  a  par^  which  rests 
upon  it,  and  to  strengthen  those  sympathies  of 
interest  and  affection. 

And,  sir,  I  ask,  have  they  not  succeeded  T 
Has  not  the  p^>er  system,  under  the  patronage 
of  this  party,  and  the  stimulus  of  British  cap- 
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tot  pervaded  all  the  recesses  of  aoeiety,  ohanEed 
tlie  whole  onrroncy  of  the  country,  exclnaed 
Uie  constitutional  medium,  and  taken  ita  place, 
iotpile  of  the  constitution!  Has  it  not  ao- 
^nired  control  over  all  property,  and  all  labor 
-"-made  both  tributary  to  its  ethers — impaired 
the  obligstitMis  between  m»n  and  uum— trans- 


ferred the  earnings  of  labor  to  hands  that  labor 
not  t  Has  it  not  established  among  na  eorpo- 
rate  monopolies  withont  number,  and  a  privi- 
leged order  of  men,  where  equality  of  rights  Is 
enjoined  by  the  oi^anio  law?  But,  above  alL 
has  it  not  secretly  and  slyly  insinuated  itself 
into  all  the  forms  of  politioal  power— diffused 
cormption  through  the  whole  frame  and  tex- 
ture of  our  Government  t  Has  it  not,  in  thou- 
sands of  those  who  clum  the  first  rank  in  so- 
ciety, brought  down  every  public — every  indi- 
vidual virtue — every  quality  that  ennobles  and 
expands  the  human  heart — patriotian,  honor, 
tmth,  Justice,  oourage,  gentns—every  thing 
moral  and  intellectual  in  man ;  has  it  not 
brought  down  these,  and  all  cf  these.  In  base 
subordination  to  avarice  alone  T  Where,  in 
these  men,  are  now  to  be  found  that  glow  of 
patriotism,  those  noble  sentiments  devoting 
the  whole  man  to  his  whole  country  ;  that  heat 
and  energy  of  aonl  which  fired  their  fathers 
onward  to  revolution  and  liberty  I  Nowhere 
— nowhere.  Bnt  bont  beneath  the  stem  des- 
potism of  a  single  pasdon,  and  that  the  lowest 
in  the  meanest  breoat,  they  prowl  through  life^ 
servile  to  the  power  which  enables  them  to 
plunder,  and  insolent  to  tiie  viotJm  people, 
who  are  plundered  by  them. 

Nor  yet  is  this  all.  Has  it  not  paralyzed 
the  manufaoturlng  energies  and  resources  of 
tlie  conntry;  countervrdled  the  Incidental  pro- 
tection of  your  tariff— rendered  your  factories 
incapable,  even  with  the  aid  of  law,  not  only 
of  competing  witii  British  labor  in  the  market 
of  the  world,  bntincapnble,  also,  of  competition 
on  our  own  soil!  Have  not  snob  been  its 
upon  the  manufacturing  interests,  as 
trated  most  clearly  hut  a  day  or  two 
since  in  the  powerini  reasoning  of  the  ever- 
powerfbl  Senator  from  Bouth  Carolina,  (Hr. 
OALHomrt)  And  whence,  sir,  but  from  this 
Bonroe,  have  orio^nated  our  State  debts  of 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars!  Have  not 
these,  to  the  very  last  farthing,  Ijeen  incur- 
red by  advances  made  by  Englishmen,  not 
in  money,  but  in  the  fabrics  of  British  fac- 
tories, to  the  almost  total  extinction  of  oar 
own  I  Bnt  by  what  procesa  has  this  been 
accomplished! 

In  the  first  place,  the  banks  of  the  two 
conntriea  being,  as  they  are,  bnt  parta  of  the 
same  system,  3ie  whole  is  mode  by  the  vital 


That  power  abides  where  the  capital  is  aggro- 
gated,  by  which  the  system  ia  stimnlated  into 
me  and  action.  In  London,  then,  the  control- 
ling power  is  found;  and  how  is  it  connected  I 
With  the  British  Qoremmeut — British  mono- 
factnres — British  commerce — British  labor — 
British  interest  and  policy — British  ambition — 
with  every  thing  British,  and  with  nothing 
else.  Every  British  instinct,  therefore,  neces- 
sarily prompts  that  people  to  enlarge  the  paper 
system  among  us,  because  whilst  Uiat  country 
holds  tlw  oontrolUng  power  of  the  system,  her 
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inflnenoe  over  this,  both  political  ftiid  comiuer- 
eitil,  mast  Iw  proportionate  to  Its  eDlargflment. 
For  thii  raoson  it  1%  that  British  policy  and 
British  ottpital  have  ever  acted  io  Doncert 
vith  the  Federal  party,  in  mnltjpljiog  banks, 
loflatlng  the  cnrrenoj,  and  riveting  the  B^steni 
upon  Qs.  For  this  reason  it  is,  also,  that 
British  goods  are  so  readily  seDt  to  this  country 
in  the  fonn  of  loans,  to  be  oMiverted  Into 
iMok  capital — into  State  and  campany  debts. 
And  thus  are  we  not  only  rendered  tribntary 
to  them  to  the  amount  of  the  interest,  bat 
likewise,  in  the  form  of  a  proflt-paying  pur- 
chaser of  mannfaotnres,  even  beyond  oar 
wants,  and  which  we  are  prohibited  from 
nuking  for  onrselTee,  by  the  very  power 
tiiat  chooMS  to  make  th«ni  for  ns.  By  these 
means,  too,  British  inflaence  over  onr  public 
affairs  is  every  honr  expanding  itself — enter- 
ing more  deeply,  more  fatally,  into  all  our 
oonnsels.  No  wonder,  then,  that  more  than 
fifty  OQt  of  tlie  two  hondred  millions  of  State 
debt,  inonrred  to  English  capitalists  by  bor- 
rowing their  calicoes  and  broadcloths,  shoold 
have  been  invested  in  bank  stock  alone.  F< 
every  additional  bank  contributes  its  isan 
and  disconnts  to  swell  the  paper  onrrenoy- 
to  increase  the  deeire  and  fiimish  the  means, 
of  bnying  still  more  British  fabrics — to  force 
men,  companies,  and  States,  still  deeper  into 
debt — to  dose  onr  factories — to  angment  our 
tribute,  and    to    draw  this    Government  and 

ale  still  more  within  the  oontroLof  Eog- 
Tes :  every  new  wave  which  rises  npon 
the  onward  tide  of  a  ourreacy  already  rednn- 
dant,  drives  still  more  men  from  labor  to 
■peoulation — throws  individuals  Into  companies 
— presses  those  companies  npon  the  law-mak- 
iug  power  for  aid  to  accomplish  their  objects 
—imparts  the  general  delirium  even  to  the 
Btates  themselves,  until  in  the  end,  as  we 
now  behold,  men,  companies.  States  and  all, 
yfeldiuE  to  the  irresistible  force,  are  propelled 
forward  to  the  extremest  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
when,  in  the  agony  of  endangered  honor, 
they  implore  their  creditors  for  still  more 
loans,  to  pay  the  interest  on  debts  already  con- 
tracted. 

So  &r,  therefore,  a*  the  currency,  witii  all 
Ha  mighty  oonseqnenoes,  can  be  viewed,  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  are,  by  this  system, 
consolidated  into  one  people ;  the  former  con- 
trolling the  destinies  of  Irath,  by  having  in 
poHsession  the  central  power  of  the  ^stem. 
Whether  this  state  of  tnioss  shall  be  allowed 
to  progress,  nntil  it  producea,  in  fbtore,  a 
oorresponding  conformity  in  the  Governments 
of  the  two  coontries ;  recasting  the  American, 
as  General  Hamilton  desired  it,  in  the  montd 
of  (he  English  form,  must  depend  upon  the 
stordy  patriotism  and  fortitude  of  the  great 
Democracy.  There  b  safety  to  be  found  for 
our  inslitations,  for  pnblio  liberty,  in  no  other 
quarter.  For  such  has  been,  snch  is  still,  the 
general  tendency  to  that  result;  a  tendency 
given  to  publio  principles  and  public  measures^  | 
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by  the  Federal  party,  armed,  as  they  arc,  with 
aU  the  vast  and  complicated  powers  of  the 
banks,  that  nothing  but  the  stem  resolalitw 
of  the  patriot  farmer  and  laborer  of  th*  strfl 
and  the  shop  can  arrest  that  tendency. 

And  now,  to  the  jnstjud^ent  of  the  Senate 
I  appeal.  Is  not  every  incident  I  have  stated, 
thronghunt  the  long  snccession  of  events,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  paper  system  in  England 
down  to  the  present  time,  strictly,  indispnt&blj 
true  1  Are  not  all  the  effecta  and  consequen- 
ces I  have  ascribed  to  these  events,  dedncibl& 
infallibly,  from  them?  Is  not  the  grand  total 
of  these  effects  presented  in  the  very  question 
now  pending  Itefore  the  Senate?  What  but 
the  inSuence  of  the  British  paper  system,  Brit- 
ish coital,  British  policy,  British  opiaions, 
British  maunerii,  British  feelings ;  what  bnt 
the  concentrated  inSncnce  of  all  these,  acting 
with  dreadful  enei^  upon  our  country,  ever 
bronght  this  qnestion  before  us  I  Nothing. 
How, otherwise,  cameithere?  WhatbntaBHt- 
ish  edict,  DoraniandingtheGovemment  to  aasame 
the  debts  of  the  States,  lias  called  forth  these 
resolutions  that  we  wtl!  not  assume  themt 
Yes,  I  say  commanded ;  and  are  we  not  t  Are 
not  we,  Uie  representatives  of  a  people  wfaoar 
anoestors,  indignant  at  Englands  demand  ti 
tribnte,  rose  in  mass,  and  with  the  sword, 
instead  of  complying,  cat  one-half  €t(  her 
empire  loine  from  the  other ;  are  not  ire,  tb« 
descendants  of  such  ancestora,  commmided, 
and  that  by  English  bankers;  commanded, 
with  a  menace  of  min  to  the  States,  in  case 
of  disoi>edience ;  commanded  to  m<»tga^ 
the  whole  pnblio  domain  to  those  bankers; 
that  domain  which  the  valor  of  our  fkthen 
once  wrenched  fhim  their  grasp! 

And  how  has  this  edict  lieen  received  by  i 
part  of  the  Senatot  Have  they  spnroed  ii 
with  that  high  indignation  it  shonld  hsvi 
eicited t  Didthey  spam  it  at  all t  Bavc  they 
Joined  in  resistance  when  offered  by  others! 
Or  have  they,  on  the  other  hand,  not  only 
declined  to  oondemn  the  mandate,  bat  evra 
propose  obedience  to  its  utmost  exactions,  by 
the  indirect  pledge  of  this  very  domain  to  thoit 
iwnkers,  throngh  the  agency  of  the  debtor 
States! 

When,  some  nx  weeks  ago,  the  Senator 
from  UissouH,  (Hr.  Bbxton,)  with  that  saga- 
city in  pQbllc  affairs,  which  has  made  him, 
among  his  countrymen,  the  man  of  men; 
when,  sir,  he  saw  the  dangerous  influence  of 
England  over  our  councils  and  onr  de«tiaiMi 
not  only  exerted  Indirectly  throngh  the  paper 
system  and  its  political  party,  bat  saw,  lik^ 
wise,  this  infinence  openly  embodied  and  sn- 
thoritatively  put  forth  in  the  edict  in  qnestion; 
when  he  saw  the  anxious  efforts  msde  by  Brit- 
ish interests,  and  the  friends  and  agents  of 
those   interests   all  around   us,  to   temper  and 

Srepare  our  people  and  Govemment  for  obe- 
ience  to  this  mandate ;  when  be  saw  the  din- 
ger of  delay,  and  ther^ore  submitted  his  r«sa- 
lutions— resolutions docloringthe  constiutionsl 
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iDoompetenc^  of  this  Qovemmeat  to  asmmit 
these  debts ;  tbe  iqjiutice,  the  f&tal  conseqaeQ' 
oes  of  BQch  asmmption  ;  when  hd  enforced 
theK,  bia  riews,  at  ]ar^  in  a  speech;  when 
the  resolDtiou  nere,  bj  the  Senate,  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  (for  inch  wu  deemed 
tfaeir  importance ;)  when  these  things  trans- 
pired, what  answer  was  made  I  None;  none, 
(Bra  the  indistinct  nneasiness  uf  a  Senator  or 
two,  obscurely  hintdog  their  doubts  and  mis- 
giTings.  But,  on  the  contrary,  silence,  deep 
and  dismal  as  the  dead  of  ntght,  reigned 
thnmgli  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition;  and 
to  for  weeks  they  continued.  Bnt  observe 
the  change.  The  committee  now  submitted 
their  report,  anfltuning  the  resulationa  against 
tha  BSBnmption ;  and,  at  the  same  moment, 
the  Senator  Irom  Usssschu setts,   (Mr.  Web- 


his  advent  into  the  Senate.  Now  for  the 
flict.  No  sooner  did  the  sonnd  of  the  tmmpet 
auDonnce  the  presence  of  the  herald,  than 
Senators,  hitherto  in  ambush,  sprang  to  their 
feet,  sa  if  a  lion  hod  leaped  into  their  midst. 
One  and  all  now  chimed  in  to  swell  the 
cbortu  of  dennnciation — of  dennnciatioa  not 
of  this  presnmptnona  edict,  bnt  of  the  report 
ofthe  committee  advising  disobedience  to  its 
maniiatea.  It  was  the  report  they  denounced 
— objected  to  its  pnblication — denonnced  the 
resolntiona  themselves — denounced  the  whole 
proceeding — its  principle  and  its  object.  And 
wiiy  this  silence  broken)  Why  this  rage  of 
deannciation  t  Under  the  cover  of  what  pre- 
text is  this  proceeding  so  violently  assuledt 
Tha  statement  of  the  debts,  and  the  refusal  of 
this  Government  to  pay  them,  might  impair 
tha  credit  of  the  States  hy  depreciating  their 
bonds,  already  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers 
and'  brokers,  by  whom  this  edict  ia  issued. 
This  is  the  pretext  for  resisting  a  declaration 
by  the  Government  that  it  will  not  obey  this 
British  mandate.  And  what,  sir,  I  ask,  if,  in- 
stead of  these  Senators,  those  English  bankers 
themselvea  were  npon  this  fioor,  what  would 
they,  on  this  occasion,  do  and  utter  ?  They 
by  whom  these  Imnda  are  held — they  from 
whom  this  mandate  issued — they  who  seek  to 
make  this  Qorernment,  which  never  contract- 
ed, neverthelees,  assume  those  debts,  and 
that  io  violatiim  of  ita  fundamental  law — what 
would  they  do  and  utterf  Would  they  not 
utter  what  these  Senators  have  uttered,  wurd 
for  word  f  Would  they  not  do  all  these  Sena- 
lots  have  done,  deed  for  deed!  Who  donbts 
itt  What  else  could  they  do  or  say  t  What 
other  than  these  tbiugs  would  their  interest 
Wquire,  or  inatinct  suggest?  Nothiog:  and 
if  so—if  these  British  bankers,  thus  seeking 
to  control  thia  Government  for  their  own  pur- 
pOHs  alone — if  tliey,  under  the  same  oireum- 
•sncea,  would  pnraue  the  exact  course  which 
the  American  Senators  are  pursuing,  ia  it  not 
^toe  for  these  Senators  to  pause  f 
But  where,  in  tmth,  is  the  pret«xt  for  the 


ot^eotiou  thns  urged  to  this  prooeeding  t  la 
it  A  foot  that  the  credit  of  the  States  can  be 
affected  by  the  enumeration  and  publicity  of 
their  dobtot  Were  not  the  debts  created,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  the  pnblio  laws  of  the 
States!  Have  they  not  been  annually  reported 
to  the  legislative  bodies,  by  the  fiscal  officers 
of  the  States;  and  by  those  bodies  annually 
republished  to  the  world!  Have  the  States 
ever  Boaght  or  desired  to  conceal  them  ?  No. 
It  would  be  worse  than  ridicnlons  to  suppose 
iL  And  can  it  be  doubted  that  these  Euglish 
bankers  themselves — they  who  hold  these 
bonds,  who  trafSo  to  the  amount  of  many 
millions  in  them — they  who  have  issned  thia 
mandate— can  it  he  doohted  that  those  men 
would  have  exhibited  to  the  Senator  from 
Mossachusette,  when  lately  among  tiiem,  an 
exact  list  and  tabular  statement  of  the  debts, 
to  the  very  last  {orthine — when  anthorized, 
how  secured,  at  what  Interest,  and  when 
redeemable?  For  it  is  upon  these  data  that 
the  Btandord  of  appreciation  is  fixed,  and  tha 
chances  of  profit  calculated,  in  the  purchase 
and  sale.  And,  sir,  if  this  be  trn^  as  true  it 
unquestionably  is,  how  then  can  the  publica- 
tion of  facts  already  notorious,  produce  au 
effect  which  that  notoriety  did  notf 

But  when  did  these  Senators  become  the 
peonliar  guudians  of  pnhllo  credit)  To  pre- 
serve the  faith  of  tha  General  Government  b 
on  object  not  leas  essential  to  the  honor  of  tha 
people  than  to  maintain  that  of  the  several 
States.  Be,  therefore,  is  not  less  an  enemy  to 
the  8tat«s  than  to  the  Federal  Government, 
who  seeks  to  impair  tha  integrity  of  the  latter, 
however  clamorous  he  may  1>e  in  sustaining 
that  of  the  former. 

How,  then,  did  those  Senators  act;  when,  on 
a  recent  oceasioo,  not  only  the  credit,  but  even 
the  very  being,  of  thia  Government  was  involv' 
edt  Who  has  forgotten  ill  What  patriot 
ever  will,  ever  oui,  oease  to  remember  the 
insurrection  of  1637?  lasy  the  insurrection, 
nut  of  a  few  inconsiderate  men,  prompted  by 
real  or  ima^ary  wrongs  to  lift  their  hands 
against  publio  law,  and  eooial  order!  No; 
but  the  UBurrection  of  a  thousand  bonks,  de- 
liberately planned,  and  rimultaneously  exe- 
cuted, throughout  the  Republic;  an  insurree- 
tion  agunst  the  whole  body  of  the  people  as 
well  as  against  Government  and  law ;  an  in< 
anrreotiou  of  corporations,  not  oppressed,  but 
eqjoying  privileges — enjoying  the  possessiun 
and  nse  of  the  whole  pnblio  revennes.  Tha 
Government  hod  resources,  even  beyond  its 
immediate  wants.  Oongress  bad  made  appro- 
priations for  the  pnblio  aervioe,  abundant  in 
every  particular — all  was  in  the  custody  of  the 
banks  as  the  confidential  agents  ofthe  Govern- 
ment and  the  public.  So  stood  afioirs;  when, 
without  a  moment's  warning,  the  hanks,  the 
whole  conntiT  over,  slammed  their  doors  in 
the  face  of  the  people — refused  to  vay  tbeir 
notes— refused  to  deliver  up  one  ddlar  of 
the  pnblio  money — calling  this  infamous  act  of 
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treason  and  rebellioQ  by  tbe  Boft  Dsroe  of  sos- 
penston.  Thna,  in  violution  of  every  Uw,  wm 
every  man  in  tho  nitron,  and  every  branch  of 
the  Government,  openly  defied,  Tfans  was 
every  ariproprtation  made  by  Congress  seized 
by  Ae  Danks;  and  tlie  Government,  in  the 
abscDCe  of  GongreBS,  left  without  a  dollar  to 
execnte  the  laws.  CongroBS  was  toEtantly 
called  together  by  the  President.  The  two 
Hoasea  assembled — they  found  the  banks,  In 
whose  vanlts  the  law  had  deposited  the  reve- 
nue, had  not  only  refused  to  pay  it  over  for  the 
pnblio  service,  bnt  still  refbsed  to  refund,  ont 
of  t^e  millions  on  deposit,  even  enongh  to 
cover  tho  compensation  of  the  members  them- 
selves. These  things  were  folly  stated  by  the 
IVesident,  He  advised  that,  in  fUtnre,  those 
corporations  shonld  not  be  tnist«d  with  the 
pnblio  money;  and  that,  in  tbe  mean  time, 
Congress  should  provide  means,  either  by  a 
loan  direct,  or  by  the  use  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  execute  the  laws,  and  keep  tbe  Government 
alive.  Without  these  means,  it  was  evident 
the  Government  must  cease.  In  all  its  func- 
tions; the  mails  stand  still ;  the  post  offices  be 
closed;  the  courts  discontinued;  the  navy  be 
recalled  from  the  ocean;  commerce  be  left 
exposed ;  the  army  disbanded ;  Florida  given 
over  to  conflagration  and  murder;  Congress 
beo^onrned;  and  the  whole  stmctnre  of  the 
Federal  Union  be  bronght  In  rains  to  the 
gronnd.  This,  every  man  saw,  must  inevitably 
follow,  if  those  means  were  not  provided, 
and  that  without  delay.  And  ^et,  in  an  hour 
so  perilous  as  this,  what  did  those  Senators 
dot  Did  they  condemn  the  insurKcnt  monop- 
olies! Did  they  propose  ponishment  ade- 
Soate  to  treacherr  so  infamous!  Did  they 
aaten  to  rescue  the  Government  from  a 
danger  so  imminent.  Ko,  sir ;  no.  Bat, 
the  cootroTT,  whilst  the  Govemnient  thus 
hang  upon  uie  verge  of  ruin,  whilst  every  sood 
dtizen  expected  to  see  the  arm  of  the  law- 
moUng  power  auiolcly  stretched  forth  to  save 
it,  here  stood  tnese  Senators  denonncing,  not 
tbe  banks  as  traitors,  bnt  tlie  Government  as 
bankrupt,  Tes,  denonncing  the  Government 
of  their  conntry,  and  thot,  too,  in  a  manner 
to  render  it  contemptible  in  the  judgment  of 
the  world,  and  odions  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  people. 
Poblic  creditl  Where  was  then  their  soUcitede 
for  public  credit?  Vor  were  they  satisfied 
with  this  denunciation.  From  day  to  day 
their  utmost  efibrts  were  exerted  to  obstmct 
every  measnre  for  the  relief  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  reward  the  treachery  of  the  banks, 
hr  giving  them  anew  the  custody  and  nsc 
Mthe  public  revenues  in  fbtnre.  A  hill  wa« 
introduced  to  extend  to  the  importing  mer- 
ehantamure  time  for  the  payment  of  their  bonds 
for  dnties  to  the  Government  AH  voted  foi 
it,  save  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  (Ur. 
SiviKB,)  and  he,  I  now  believe,  was  the  only 
Senator  who  voted  correctly.  Another  was 
introduced  to  afibrd  these  deposit  banks  more 
time  to  q>ecnlate  npoa  the  pnblio  motley  be- 


fore tbey  refunded  it,  and  this  was  unopposed. 
Nothing  which  &vored  the  banks,  however 
guilty,  encountered  the  hostility  of  these 
Senators.  Nothing  which  went  to  the  relief 
of  the  Government,  however  indispensable, 
escaped  tbeir  resistance.  They  the  guardlAns 
of  pnblio  creditl  What  belter  than  such  a 
course,  at  such  a  time,  was  calculated  to  dis- 
honor tho  Government— to  wonnd  its  integrity, 
both  at  home  and  abroad!  And  did  they  not 
— they  who  are  now  so  senritive  abont  pnblio 
credit — did  they  not  then,  have  tbey  not  ever 
since  sought,  by  all  the  powers  of  denunciation, 
to  depreciate  the  Treasory  notes  below  even 
the  paper  of  suspended  banks;  and  for  what  bnt 
to  debase  the  Government? 

Tmtli,  however,  Hr.  President,  compels  me 
to  admit,  that  there  is,  in  this  proceeding,  one 
feature  which  may  go  to  discreoit  the  indebted 
States;  and  that  is  the  second  branch  of  tiie 
Eubstitate  proposed  by  the  Senator  &om 
Kentucky,  (Mr.   Cbittendeh.)     These  are  the 

"  Itaoliitd,  That  It  would  be  just  and  prapei  to 

distribute  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  landi 
among  the  several  States  in  fair  and  ratable  propoP' 
(ions  ;  and  that  the  condition  of  auch  of  the  Sutes  M 
have  contracted  debts  is  each,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment of  prenure  and  difficult;,  as  to  render  audi  dis- 
tribolion  espedaliy  expedient  and  hnpotant." 

Hero  then,  whilst  in  the  report  and  rewdo- 
tions  of  the  committee,  no  word  is  fonnd  to 
question  the  ability  or  readiness  of  tbe  Stat«s 
to  meet  their  engagements,  even  to  tlie  very 
hour  and  to  the  last  dollar,  this  substitnte 
solemnly  resolves  "  that  the  wndition  of  such 
of  the  States  as  bave  contracted  debts  is  such, 
at  the  present  moment  of  preesure  and  diffi- 
cnlty,  a»  to  render"  the  "  dutributitm"  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  "  eapewally  estptdi- 
«nt  and  important."  Is  such  their  condition  t 
Is  such  their  "prcssnro  and  difficulty,"  tfaot  it 
becomes  "especially  expedient  and  important" 
to  pay  their  debts  for  them,  if  they  are  them- 
selves nnabletopay  t  And  who  isit  that  mates 
this  declaration  I  Not  we,  bnt  the  Senator 
from  Eentncky;  he  who,  as  &  friend  of  Stola 
credit,  is  alarmed  when  others  merely  epett 
of  the  debts,  though  they  be  already  as 
notorious  to  the  world,  as  the  existence  cuTtLe 
States  themselves. 

Yet,  sir,  it  is  for  a  reason  higher  than  tbi^ 
that  I  have  read  this  substitute.  I  have  read 
it,  because  it  proposes,  in  the  most  unequivoMl 
language,  the  indirect  assumption  of  the  debts, 
by  this  Government — the  very  deed  we  are 
commanded  to  do  by  the  British  bonkers,  in 
their  menacing  edict.  However  loudly,  there- 
fore, these  Senators  may  have  hitherto  denied 
this  to  be  tbeir  object,  here,  at  last,  wbea 
brought  to  the  test,  it  is  in  effect  openly 
avowed — avowed,  and  the  reason  assigned — 
that  the  " ctwdition "  of  tho  States,  "at  tbe 
present  moment  of  pressure  and  difficulty, " 
makes  this  indirect  aasaniption  "eepecially 
expedient  and  important."    What  more  than 
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thi»  hava  these  EDglisli  bankers  ordered  tu  to 
do!  What  more  could  thef  desire,  than  that 
we  should  thus  mortgage  to  tbein,  through 
the  agencj  of  the  indebted  Btatee,  ^e  whide 
domamof  theRepnbliot  What  more,  than  that 
the  States  of  this  Union  shoold  become  t}ieir 
factors  and  brokers,  to  collect,  by  the  officers 
of  the  Federal  Oovermnent,  and  to  tranamit 
to  them,  tJie  annual  proceeds  of  a  vast  doniun, 
larger  than  fire  times  England  itself?  No. 
The  Britisli  Qovenimeat,  arrogant  and  am- 
bitioQS  as  it  is,  would  desire  no  stronger  hand 
ia  the  Treasury  of  tfa  is  QoremmeDt — no  stronger 

Eipe  apon  the  throats  of  these  States — no 
tter  means  to  procure  disseneioDS  among  ns, 
than  this  ineanire,  were  it  adopted,  would 
afford. 

And  now,  nr,  what  is  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  this  BobatJtDte,  but  the  result  in  con- 
sequence of  that  succession  of  events  I  bare 
Bought  all  along  to  pnnuet  The  British 
paper  sjstom,  l>eginning,  as  I  have  shown,  in  a 
political  coalition  with  the  King  agunst  the 
people,  fonaded,  in  the  first  place,  their  national 
debt,  reTcdDtionizcd  thecarrencj;  expanded 
and  perpetuated  both  the  debt  and  itself;  drew 
within  its  coil  the  whole  moneyed  wealth 
of  the  empire ;  iinpoeed  a  deBtructive  tribnte 
npon  all  labor  and  oil  property ;  and  tfaas  con- 
tiaued,  tlirongh  eaoh  sucoeesive  generation,  to 
increase  the  loeqaalitj  of  condition  and  the 
aggregate  mlseiT'  among  men,  until,  at  the  ori- 
gin of  onr  GoTemment,  it  extended  itself  to 
onr  shores.  Bere  the  system  assomed  the 
some  form,  and  took  the  same  principle,  as 
the  basis  of  its  new  empire.  It  commenced 
here,  as  in  Eugland,  in  a  coalition  with  a 
political  party,  and  selected  for  its  ally  that 
party  whuh  affiliated,  in  feeling  and  principles, 
with  the  forma  of  the  British  Government. 
It  founded  itself  upon  a  national  debt ;  and,  in 
order  to  complete  its  identity  with  the  mother 
system  in  England,  it  transferred  that  debt  to 
die  hands  of  the  same  English  brokers  who 
controlled  the  n-etem  there.  Being  thus  es- 
tablished upon  British  capital — nnder  British 
influence,  and  in  connection  with  a  party  who 
deemed  the  British  Govermneat  "the  best 
model  the  world  had  ever  produced,"  the  sjrs- 
tem  began  to  elfect  tlie  same  social  and  politi- 
cal results  here,  that  it  bod  there  already 
produced.  It  expelled  the  constitntional  cnr- 
lency  and  took  its  place ;  made  labor  and  prop' 
erty  tribotarv  to  its  coffers^  expanded  from 
one  into  a  thousand  banks;  centralized  with- 
in itself  the  whole  moneyed  wealth  of  the 
coantry ;  commnnicated  English  fedings  and 
English  manners,  wherever  it  went;  diffused 
its  inOuence  throngh  all  the  forms  of  onr 
Government;  entered  into  onr  councils ;  plung- 
ed the  States  in  debt  two  hundred  millions  of 
dojisrs  to  British  bankets,  who,  oonsclons ,  of 
their  power  through  the  ageucy  of  the  system 
here,  and  ita  party  connections,  have  com- 
tuaoded  this  Govenunent  to  assnme  these 
<lebta ;  aod  now,  dr,  wa  have  tha  reoult  of  Uie 


whole — ^we  have  the  direct  proposition  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  for 
that  very  purpose,  made  by  the  political 
friends  of  this  system,  in  their  place  in  the 
Senate.  Such,  I  say,  is  the  resnlt  of  the  paper 
system;  and  if^^  instead  of  resisting,  we  adopt 
tlie  policy  of  this  substitute,  we  shaU  soon  liava 
fulfilled  the  utmost  wishes  of  General  Hamilton 
and  his  party — the  destruction  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  establishment,  among  ns, 
of  an  aristocracy  upon  the  English  model. 

For  is  it  possible  for  any  thing  to  be  more 
maoifest  than  that  a  distribution  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  public  lands  is,  in  tact,  a 
distribution  ofrovenne  generally?  Who  does 
not  see  that  if,  for  instance,  twenty-five  milliona 
of  dollars  be  necessary  to  the  administration 
of  the  Government;  if|  of  that  amount,  fiva 
millions  are  brought  to  the  Treoanry  from  the 
pnblic  lands,  anu  if  this  latter  sum  be  with- 
drawn from  the  pnblic  servloe  for  distribution 
to  tha  States,  who  does  not  see  that  you  must 
impose  an  additional  tax,  to  that  extent,  to 
supply  the  deficiency !  Thus,  therefore,  in 
order  that  the  Fcderel  Government  may,  with 
one  hand,  distribute  five  millions  to  the  States, 
it  most  l>egin  by  collecting,  with  the  other, 
five  millions  from  the  people  of  these  very 
States  by  increased  taxation.  Tea,  more  than 
five  millions  must  be  collected,  because  tha 
expenses  of  collection,  in  the  first  instance,  as 
well  as  those  of  distribution,  in  the  second, 
are  also  to  be  paid.  And  wha^  sir,  Is  the  final 
consequence  of  this?  It  is  that  the  Federal 
Government  centraliies  in  its  own  hands 
the  whole  power  of  taxation  for  oil  objects,  local 
and  general.  It  taxes  the  people,  not  only 
generally  for  objects  within  its  own  compe- 
tency, bat  enters  the  States,  takes  the  place 
of  State  legislation,  and  taxes  them  anew  for 
purposes  solely  of  State  concern.  What  then 
of  existence,  as  sovereignties,  would  rem^ 
to  the  States)    What  would  all  their  residuary 

Sowers  be  worth !  What  wonld  they  be  but 
ependent  corporations — dependent  upon  tha 
imperial  system,  to  whose  centre  all  powers 
and  resources  had  huddled  together  t 

Adopt,  therefore,  the  policy  of  distribu- 
tion— obey  this  British  edict  —  pledge  tha 
revenue  to  the  payment  of  those  debts— and 
yon  will  have  fulfilled  the  destiny  of  the 
paper  system ;  you  will  have  accomplisbed  the 
views  ol  Genera]  Hamilton  and  his  party ;  yon 
will  have  answered  &tally  for  civil  liberty; 
yon    will    have   answered    t^rmatitetv    the 

Juestdon  with  which  I  began :  "  Shall  the 
ederal  Government  depart  from  the  sphere  of 
ite  limited  powers— shall  it  intrude  Into  the 
local  Jurisdiction  of  the  States — assume  the 
duties  of  State  legislation — tax  the  people 
for  objeeta  of  State  concern — ahall  it  thm 
eventually  abolish  the  State  Governments. 
and  itself  guttle  down  into  one  coosolidotea 
empirel" 
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Wkdkbsdat,  Febinflry  12. 
Florida  Territory. 

Vr.  Walker  preKDted  a  memorial  from  in- 
babitanta  of  tlie  Tenitorj  of  Florid*,  praying 
jbr  tbe  admlsgion  of  that  Territory  into  tlie 
UniOD  aa  a  BOTSreign  St&U. 

Ur.  W.  said  it  would  be  recoUeoted  that, 
some  time  sioce,  he  had  pregent^d  to  the  &«nat« 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Eaat  Florida,  pray- 
ing for  A  diviBiOD  of  the  Territory.  De  at  Uiot 
time  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  in  the  anti- 
dpation  of  preHentiog,  in  a  shcrt  time,  a  peti- 
tion for  the  admisBion  of  the  Territoiy  Into  the 
CnioD,  with  the  vUw  that  both  papers  might 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  who  would 
then  have  the  whole  Eobject  before  them.  In 
aocordanoe  with  the  ODderetauding  at  that  time, 
he  would  now  move  that  the  memorial  former- 
1/  presented,  and  the  one  just  eabmitted,  ahould 
be  referred  to  a  Seleot  Oommittee  of  five  mem- 
bers. 

Ur.  Datib  said  be  saw  no  reason  why  this 
E^onld  not  take  the  usual  course  of  ^milar  me- 
morislB,  which  had  always  been  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  tbe  Judiciary, 

Mr.  Walkkx  said  that  the  praoedents  were 
aa  often  one  way  as  the  other,  and  therefore 
oonld  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  Datis  said  it  was  a  roBtl«r  of  no  coneo- 
queuce  to  him  to  what  committee  this  snbjeot 
was  referred  ;  but,  until  he  heard  some  I'eason 
for  departing  from  that  conrse,  he  innst  iosist 
that  the  reference  to  a  standing  committee  of 
this  body  was  the  proper  course. 

Ur.  C1.AT,  of  Alabania,  said  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  the  Senate,  that  this  question  was 
not  so  ezclnsively  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  as  pretended  by 
the  Senator  Itom  UassBcHusetts,  (Ut.  Datis,) 
The  qnestion  whether  the  Territory  shunld  be 
now  admitted  into  the  Uniou,  whiob  was  one 
branch  of  the  inquiry,  or  not,  was  of  little  con- 
■equence  compared  to  the  question  of  the  div!- 
Hon  of  the  Territory,  wbioh  tras  deeply  con- 
nected with  their  future  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. This  question  of  dlriuon  was  one  of  the 
subjects  proposed  to  be  referred,  and  he  thought 
it  was  evident  this  was  not  an  appropriate  sah- 
ject  for  reference  to  the  Jndioiai^  Committee. 

Ur.  Sbvikb  said  he  had  but  little  to  say  on 
this  sulfject  of  reference ;  bnt  he  would  tell 
Senators,  openly  and  aboveboard,  when  the 
question  of  admission  came  np,  he  would  not 
Tote  for  the  admission  of  any  free  Slate,  wltb- 
ont  admitting,  at  the  same  time,  a  slave  State. 
When  Iowa  came  in.  East  Florida  mnst  cotne 
in ;  and  when  Wisconun  came  in,  another  slave 
Btate  ninit  come  in,  if  they  expected  to  get  his 
vote  for  the  odmisson.  This  was  the  course 
pursued  in  the  case  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas, 
and  this  was  the  course  that  would  he  pursued 
in  ftitDre,    It  was  tbe  only  coarse  which  would 

E reserve  the  balance  of  power,  and  protect  the 
it«rest  of  the  slave  States  on  this  floor,  which 
iru  their  last  refiige.    He  had  no  concealment 


a  be  bestiit 


on  this  snl^eot,  and  disdained  t 
abont  the  bush, 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  liked  to  see  tbe  caeilor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas — (Mr.  Bsvm. 
And  I  should  like  to  see  it  met  by  a  nmilir 
spirit.)  He  wanted  this  subject  referred  to  ■ 
committee  who  would  consider  It  impartisUr; 
and  from  the  givings  out,  it  was  evident  tliii 
wonld  not  be  the  case  if  referred  to  a  Seka 
Committee.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naji  la 
the  qnestlon  of  referring  to  tiia  ComnuttM  dd 
the  Jadioiary ;  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Taitah  s^d  he  shoold  coincide  with  Ibt 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis)  in  tbs 
propriety  of  referring  this  subject  to  a  staa^ 
committee  of  the  hoaj,  if  we  bad  a  Oonunittte 
on  the  Territories;  bnt  he  could  not  see  thattlw 
Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary  had  any  thing  mon 
to  do  with  it  than  many  other  of  the  staadin; 
committees — certainly  not  as  much  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pnblio  Lends.  Nor  did  be  we  n 
much  force  in  his  argument  that  this  snbjed 
would  not  be  treated  impartially  by  a  BelM 
Committee.  There  were  two  propositiosB  U 
be  referred,  which  were  adverse  to  each  other; 
now  they  could  not  be  partial  to  both ;  so  Ifaej 
were  Just  as  sure  of  the  subject  being  oon^er- 
ed  impartially  as  if  sent  to  a  standing  counsit- 
tee.  He  thought  a  reference  to  n  Select  Com- 
mittee wonld  be  the  proper  GOUToe. 

Mr.  Ubrbiok  coincided  in  the  views  eipno- 
ed  by  the  Senator  trata  Arkansas,  and  in  w 
doing,  he  should  vote  for  the  rrference  to  ( 
Select  Committee. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  referenM 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  deluded 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Teas.— Mean.  Ckyton,  Davis,  Enigfat,  Fbclpi, 
Prentiss,  RotJcson,  Buggies,  &nith  of  Itidliu,  T>11- 
madge.  Will,  Webster.^hite,  sod  WiUltuu-lS. 

Nats. — Messn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Oij  ciT 
Alobiuna,  CiUioon,  CritteniJen,  Cntfabert,  FuIim, 
Orundy,  Henderson,  Hubbird,  lAnn,  Merrfek,  Hoo- 
Ion,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Sevier,  Stimnge,  Tappu, 
Walker,  Wright,  and  Young— 83. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reflerring  tbe 
memorials  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  decided 
in  the  ^rmative. 

The  committee  consists  of  Messrs.  Waikb. 
NoBVKLL,  Davis,  Buowh,  and  Sbvikb. 

Salt  Tarn  and  FUhing  Bourttiet  and  Alleuatiett. 

Mr,  BKifTON  rose  to  communiaate  to  tiM 
Senate  several  bundles  of  papers  which  he  beid 
in  his  hands,  in  relation  to  the  salt-duties,  sod 
the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  foondec 
upon  those  duties ;  and  to  move  their  reference 
to  the  Fmance  Committee,  which  bad  the  1^ 
ieot  under  consideration,  to  which  they  relited. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  recollected  by  lie 
Senators  who  had  been  long  members  of  Ib|| 
body,  that  he  had  oommenoed  his  labors  on  y* 
salt  tax,  and  its  appurtenant  burden,  tbe  fiitiing 
boonties  and  allowance^  about  ten  or  tvelte 
yeoTB  ago ;  and  that  ha  had  made  but  vei? '''' 
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tie  progress  in  bis  labor  rinoe  thftt  time,  thongh 
often  doing  bb  best.  Not  to  despair  of  a  good 
osoae,  aad  not  to  give  ap  for  a  few  defeats,  was 
one  of  bb  TnaTJnis — perhaps  a  part  of  his  na- 
ture ;  for  be  never  felt  himself  to  be  vanqmshad 
-while  he  felt  himself  to  be  i^ht.  This  was  the 
case  on  this  salt  snbjecL  Tbongh  defeated  for 
ten  yeftrs,  he  did  not  despair ;  on  the  coatrarj, 
he  felt  stronger  in  the  futh  than  ever,  and  more 
fresh  and  vigorons  for  action  now  than  he  did 
vrhen  the  coolest  b«^an.  lib  relaxation  from 
the  contest  on  tbis  floor,  had  been  emplojed  in 
prepsratioas  for  renewing  tlie  contest  opoD 
thU  floor ;  and  these  preparatjons  liad  resulted 
in  the  accnmolation  of  a  mass  of  information, 
part  of  which  had  bean  received  from  the 
Treasnrj'  Department,  and  part  of  which  hod 
been  oolleoted  from  other  soorces.  That  which 
hnd  come  from  the  Treasury,  bad  already  been 
referred  to  tha  Finaoce  Committee  bv  the  order 
of  Uie  Senate ;  that  which  be  hod  collected 
from  other  loarceB,  he  now  asked  leave  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate,  and  to  have  it  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

Ur.  B.  then  sent  to  the  table  fonr  several 
packages  of  pftpers,  labelled  as  follows : 

1.  Thirty  queries  on  tha  salt  trade,  and  salt 
nuumiaotnre  in  the  West,  addressed  to  hU  con- 
stituents by  Mr.  BurroH  of  Missouri,  with  their 
answers  thereto,  showing  the  monopoly,  adul- 
teration, deficient  bushel,  restricted  allowance, 
stinted  quantity,  and  extortionate  price,  of  salt 
in  Missouri,  and  tha  necessity  of  the  &ee  od- 
roissioD  of  foreign  salt. 

2.  A  eommunioation  from  the  DemoeraUc 
State  Convention  in  Hissoari ;  from  the  Hoo. 
Mr.  Miller  of  Uiasonri;  from  the  Hon.  Ur. 
Oiapmao  of  Iowa ;  from  Judge  King  of  Mis- 
Bonn,  showing  the  monopoly,  adulteratioD,  ex- 
tortionate price,  and  other  abuses  in  the  salt 
treda ;  and  the  connection  of  several  banks 
with  SMd  monopoly  and  abuses. 

3.  A  general  statement  of  all  the  salt  manu- 
factorlee  in  the  United  States,  and  their  prod- 
acts,  and  cost  of  their  salt  at  their  works; 
with  a  partioalar  ooconnt  of  the  salt  works  in 
New  Ei^land,  in  New  York,  at  the  Eenbawa, 
and  on  the  Hobton,  in  Virginia,  and  of  the 
import  of  foreign  salt  at  New  Orleans. 

4.  Ststistice  of  salt,  showing  Its  localities, 
difi^sioD,  abundance,  and  universality ;  its  va- 
rious fonns,  both  Hqnid  and  solid ;  its  diSerent 
analities ;  its  manufacture ;  its  cheapness  of 
brat  oost ;  its  uses  in  tha  animal  economy,  in 
Bgrieolturo,  in  different  branches  of  rural  econ- 
omy, and  in  the  nsefol  arts ;  its  vast  consump- 
tion ;  Ibe  teadancy  of  monarchical  Oovenunents 
to  tax  it  opprearirdy,  both  in  andeat  and  in 
modern  times ;  the  repngnHnce  of  the  people  to 
the  tax  in  all  ages ;  its  In^  abolition  in  many 
countries;  oompiled  from  EnRlisb,  !t>encb,  and 
American  Enoyclopediai^  and  other  antbentio 

These  several  packages,  Mr.  B.  said,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  two  reports  from  Mr.  Woodbnry, 
Secretary  of  the  Treostuy,  in  obedience  to  calls 
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from  the  Senate ;  one  in  relation  to  the  impor- 
tation of  salt  from  foreign  conntHea,  showing 
the  quantities  imported  iVom  each  country,  and 
the  oridnal  cost ;  the  other  in  relation  to  the 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances,  and  the  amount 
the^  draw  from  the  Treasury,  and  the  frauds 
which  have  grown  out  of  them :  these  foqr 
packages,  and  these  two  reports,  contained  the 
mass  of  ioformatioB  which  would  enable  him 
to  recommence  his  lalior  at  this  session ;  and 
with  better  hopes  of  success  than  heretofore. 
All  that  be  had  to  ask  now  was,  that  these 
packages  should  he  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee ;  to  which  ho  should  submit  the 
questiou  of  their  importance,  and  their  title  to 
be  printed  in  extra  numbers,  for  distribution 
among  our  constituents.  When  the  papers 
were  nrinted,  and  the  time  arrived  for  action 
upon  uiem,  he  (Mr,  B.)  would  undertake  to  es- 
tablbh,  upon  the  evidence  which  they  conttun- 
ed,  two  propositions :  Pint,  titsX  of  the  (820,' 
000  Buanally,  to  which  the  llahing  boanties  and 
allowances  now  amounted,  pretty  nearly  (300,- 
000  of  that  sum  was  illegally  and  unduly  drawn 
from  the  Treasnry ;  Stcundiy,  that  the  salt  tax, 
and  its  abuses,  was  an  annual  i:\iury  to  tlia 
amount  of  several  millions  of  dollars  on  tbe 
agriculture  and  rural  economy  of  the  West. 
These  two  propositions  he  expected  to  estab- 
lish ;  and,  if  he  did  so,  he  shonld  expect,  as  a 
oonsequenoe,  that  his  bill  should  pass — the  hUl 
which  be  had  renewed  at  the  contmenoement 
of  thU  session — for  tbe  suppression  of  the  salt 
tax,  and  the  abolition  of  the  fishing  bonntiea 
and  allowances  founded  upon  thai  tax. 

Mr,  B.  then  moved  the  reference  of  the  pa- 
pers to  tbe  Finance  Committee ;  and  they  were 
accordingly  referred. 

Ammpthn  ofSUtU  DebU. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Bbntok  and 
the  resolailon  of  Mr.  Ldupxin,  on  the  snl^eot 
of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the 
General  Government,  being  the  spedal  order 
of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  eutitlad  to  tha  floor ;  hut 
being  indbposed,  yielded  it  to 

Ur.  Shith,  of  Indiana,  who  addressed  the 
Senate  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  StUcot  Committee. 

The  sut(jeot  was  then  informally  passed  over. 

And  tbe  Senate  a^onmed, 

Thcbbdat,  February  18, 
AbolittM  ofStatery. 
Ur.  Cu.T  presented  the  petition  of  Michael 
H.  Barton,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
Ha  said  that  he  presented  this  paper  in  defer- 
ence to  tbe  right  of  petition,  which  he  admitted 
in  ita  full  force.  He  thought  the  crisis  of  thb 
unfortunate  agitation  was  passed ;  it  was  cer- 
t^nly  passed  when  Congress  convened  in  lie- 
oember  lasL  Whether  tha  political  uses  which 
have  since  been  made  of  it  may  not  revive  it, 
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and  revive  tt  in  a  more  Imposing  foim,  h«  wu 
not  prepared  to  laj. 

Ur.  0.  touli:  occasion  to  eiprma  tbe  gntiflca- 
tioD  which  he  had  derived,  during  tbe  last 
scninier,  from  the  peraaol  of  voma  valaable 
works  from  Northern  pens  on  the  snbject  of 
Abolition,  Bad  be  considered  them  the  ablest 
defences  of  Southern  institntions  which  he  had 
seen.  Be  designtkt«d  "The  Reyiew  of  Dr. 
Channing  Reviewed,"  bj  a  distinguished  citizen 
of  Boston ;  "  Al>oIition  a  Sedition ;''  and  "  Some 
Thoaght«  on  Domestic  Slavery ;"  which  were 
sold  at  Mr.  Franclc  Taylor's  bookstore  on  the 
aveooe,  this  side  of  Gadsby's.  In  the  last- 
named  work,  which  contained  many  profound 
philosophical  truths,  the  proposition  was  pre- 
sented with  nncommon  force,  that  two  comma- 
nitjes  of  distinct  races  cannot  live  together, 
without  &e  one  boooming  more  or  leas  \a  sub- 
jection to  the  other.  Mr.  Clat  had  called  the 
writer's  attention  to  tbe  illustration  given  to 
his  argument  by  Lord  Durham,  in  his  report 
on  the  oondition  of  Oanads,  snbinitted  to  the 
British  Government.  He  expressed  the  firmest 
ODDvietion  that  whoever  would  read  that  re- 
port would  come  to  the  same  conclusion  which 
was  arrived  at  by  the  author  of  "  Thoughts  on 
Domestic  Slavery."  Lord  Dnrhom  states,  as 
his  decided  opinion,  ailer  much  observation  of 
the  French  and  British  residents  in  Canada, 
that  they  cannot  live  together  barmonionsly, 
and  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  hope  for 
peace  and  tranquillity  in  those  provinces,  ex- 
cept by  making  one  portion  of  the  inhabitanta 
subordinate  to  the  other. 

Ur.  Calbocm  said  he  rose  to  express  the 
pleasure  he  felt  at  the  evidence  whion  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  troTo  Kentucky  furnished 
of  the  progress  of  truth  on  the  subject  of  Abo- 
lition. He  hod  spokeo,  with  strong  approba- 
tion, of  the  principle  Laid  down  in  a  recent 
pamphlet,  that  two  races,  of  different  charac- 
ter and  origin,  conld  not  co-exist  in  the  same 
country,  without  the  subordination  of  the  one 
to  the  other.  He  was  gratified  to  hear  the 
Senator  give  assent  to  so  important  a  principle, 
in  application  to  the  condition  of  the  South. 
Be  had  himself,  several  years  since,  stated  the 
aame,  in  more  specifio  terms ;  that  it  was  im- 
poasible  for  two  races,  so  dissimilar  in  every 
respect  as  the  European  and  African,  that  in- 
habit the  Sonthem  portion  of  this  Union^  to  ex- 
ist together  in  nearly  oqnal  numbers,  in  any 
other  relation  than  that  which  eiist^  there. 
He  also  added,  that  experience  bad  shown  that 
they  could  so  exist  m  peace  and  happiness 
there,  certainly  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  in- 
ferior race ;  and  that  to  destroy  it,  was  to  doom 
the  latter  to  destruotion.  But  be  ottered  these 
Important  trnths  then  in  vain,  as  far  as  tbe 
ride  to  which  the  Senator  belongs  is  concerned. 

Ur.  Clat  said  it  was  very  true  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  might  be  the  original 
inventor  of  the  idea  respecting  the  two  races. 


bnt,  like  some  other  inventor^  he  had  not  de- 
rived mach  profit  ftvm  tbe  discovery.    " 


How- 


ever, he  had  not  so  much  commended  die  ids 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  haa  been  illoitrsud 
and  enforced,  by  the  author  of  wbou  lis  bad 
spoken.  Ae  to  tlie  right  of  petition,  be  did  lol 
consider  it  a  matter  of  such  small  iniportuw, 
or  why  was  it  guarded  with  such  sednloiD  ore 
by  the  (^■amers  of  our  eonstttntfon  t  Be  tu 
for  respecting;  it ;  and  he  believed  that  if  i]i«m 
Abolition  petitions  were  received  and  reportnl 
on,  and  not  so  much  harshness  of  Iangnsget!«d 
in  regard  to  them,  there  would  have  been  nmcb 
less  excitement  than  had  been  on  the  soljett 
fiat  his  remarks  were  not  in  reference  to  tbe 
vote  in  the  Bouse,  but  to  the  politiciuu  tiA 
political  newspapers.  With  regard  to  thewai- 
pliment  paid  to  the  Senator  mmi  Ohio,  Qkt. 
Taptxh,)  it  was  well  merited,  and  die  merit 
was  somewhat  enhanced  by  the  undeTstsiiiiiDc 
that  that  gentleman  had  heretofore  entertsloM 
oppoidte  sentiments. 

BloodJunmiU— Florida  War. 

Vr.  Bkntoti,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Uilitvr 
Afli^ra,  to  which  was  refbrrcd  the  memoriib 
on  the  subject  of  employing  bloodhounds  in  ih( 
Florida  war,  presented  the  following  commcni- 
cation  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  tbecom- 
mittee  was  disdiarged  from  the  farther  conai- 
oration  of  tbe  subject, 

Wia  DiFAamiR, 

Febrvary  tT,  ISJO. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  nc«{* 
of  your  letter  of  the  Uth  instant,  tnosoutting  (m 
the  CoDiiaiuee  ou  unitary  Alhiri  a  nomlw*  of  iMiM> 
rials  agaiiut  the  employment  at  bloodhoandi  iu  ib 
present  war  with  Ibe  Indiwis  in  Florida,  for  uicfa  n- 
swer  thereto  b£  the  occouon  may  reqiure  fmu  ibe 
EiecuUve  brondi  of  the  (iovecnment.  As  I  bn 
bad  ocoaidon  to  answer  rimilsr  inqniriea  mwle  b}> 
member  of  the  Hoose  of  BeptcsenlaUvea,  I  b«g  Is** 
to  transmit  to  the  committee  a  copy  of  ibat  (sbu- 
nicatian,  iridcb,  hi  pert,  furaiahea  the  infiKnotlnit- 

Thera  can  be  no  doubt,  &om  the  reapectiblB  dv- 
octerof  the  mcoiorialists,  that  they  ■>«  anintKdt^ 
humane  matives  in  remonstratiag  ofwiut  tbe  1M  <> 
these  dogs;  but  it  is  equally  certam  that  Ibefin 
deceived  when  thej  suppose  that  Iheir  emplojaa* 
will  degrade  tbe  character  of  the  country,  or  im* 
its  officers  obnoxious  to  the  duuee  of  (xuellf-  ^ 
was  doubUess  the  intention  of  (be  anlhoritiei  " 
Florida,  when  they  imported  the  blaodhoUIld^  W  « 


dertioy  tfiem ;  and  tUi  DepwimeDl  b* 
given  positive  Instructions  to  that  effect,  if  ™l 
ehoold  be  employed  by  any  ofBcen  in  the  Mfnte  ^ 
tbe  Oovenunent,  aa  will  be  aeen  by  tbe  «a!ani|M.<- 
Ing  copy  of  a  letter  to  tbe  Commanding  '^"""V* 
Florida.  The  Govenunent  woa  not  eoasulled  on  tK 
subject  of  the  importation  of  these  dogs  by  Iba  ui^ 
ernor  ud  Council  at  Florida,  and  was  igaoniit  d 
(he  tnuuBctiOD  undl  ailer  their  airinl  in  llx  T«n- 
tory ;  but  this  Department  did  not  feel  lladf  joswrf 
in  forblddbig  their  use.  Tbe  iuhahitonts  of  "**r 
have  been  cruelly  harassed,  and  all  their  «ffi«*>.^ 
those  of  our  troops,  have  httbfiMo  proved  nMinuj 
to  protect  tbelr  families  fVom 
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of  Ihc  HT^ea.  If  Ibe;  bdiere  Hut  this  cuuiot 
(ficctedbot  by  theauperiornndtjof  thcaedogB,  it 
would  be  ■">■""'■"  U  pnreiit  uiem  from  making  use 
of  irhat  (1^  r^ird  u  tbe  only  meuu  of  MTing  Ibeir 
virn  tad  duldren  irom  the  tomaltaiTk  ud  WMlping 
knife. 

IbegkBTe  b)  tnimiit  bereiTitb«aop7of  aleUer 
fniD  A.  L.  Hagemus,  Esq.,  of  St.  Louia,  irhich  con- 
taiua  big  imprewiolis  reapectiiu;  the  objeirt  for  vhicb 
these  dogi  were  procured,  ana  the  maimer  in  whicb 
th«f  are  tobe  oeed,  derived  during  a  BhortaCa;  which 
be  wu  obliged  to  make  in  Tallahanee  about  the  time 
tlte  doga  airiTed  in  Florida. 
The  moDOriBla  are  herewith  returned. 
Verj  tespectftillj. 

Tour  ob»ilietiC  aerTant, 

J.  B.  FOINSETr. 
Hon.  Tfloiua  H.  BnTtin, 

ChainnMi  Committee  on  Hilitarr  AfButi. 

WiaHiMQTOS  Citr,  Feb.  8,  1840. 
DurSibt  In  compliance  with  jourrequeet  that  I 
would  rommotiicBto  in  wridng  wliat  I  lud  previously 
meotioned  in  conTcreation,  as  baring  beanl  w)uJo 
pasdng  throDgh  Florida,  on  mj  waj  here,  respecting 
Che  bloodhounds  recentty  brongbt  there  froni  Cuba, 
and  Ihe  puipoB*  for  whhji  tbej  were  procured,  I  b^ 
leave  (a  <taM  that,  on  the  6th  ulL,  dnring  a  aojoum 
oT  two  or  tbre*  daja  at  TallahaaKe,  irtiile  paying  a 
vitit  at  the  resldenoe  of  the  present  Governor,  a  sen- 
llemaa  entered  the  parlor,  who  wu  intiodueed  as 
CoL  Fibpalriclc,  and  irtio  informed  Governor  Beid 
tint  be  had  joat  arrived  fbrm  Cnba,  iritb  «  nimiber 
or  bloodbounda,  (o  obtaio  which  ha  had  been  de- 
spatched, ■■  I  ttnderatood  hint,  under  authority  from 
ei-Qovanor  OaD,  and  the  L^glatore  of  f^orida. 
CoL  Fit*iMifiA  apoke  of  the  dttBcnitlea  which  be 
had  in  get^i^  those  dogs,  thirty-three  in  number ; 
the  high  price  paid  for  them,  and  the  great  trouble 
■riaing  from  bototsronB  weather  and  scarcity  of  provl- 
BJona,  owing  to  the  voyage  being  of  unusual  length,  in 
briugiis  them  over ;  be  cxpremed  a  de^re  that  Gov- 
eruor  Beid  shonld  give  immediate  ioatructions  to 
bave  tbem  taken  Ehnn  on  board  the  vessel,  then  lying 
at  Port  Leon,  or  St  Marks,  aa  they  were  very  mu(£ 
reduced  and  feeUe  from  want  of  proper  food,  and 
put  in  some  fit  place,  under  the  charge  of  five  Span- 
iards, whom  be  had  hired  In  Cuba  as  their  keepers, 
and  who  were  the  only  persons  capable  of  property 
nuoaghig  tbetn.  A  good  deal  waa  said  ai  to  Che 
manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  used  in  operating 
against  the  Indiana ;  end,  I  believe,  as  well  u  I  can 
recollect,  and  my  recollection  is  pretty  distinct.  Col. 
Fitzpatnck,  who  appeared  moat  conversant  with  the 
modes  of  kee[nng  and  using  them,  observed  that  they 
were  always  miuiled,  unless  when  being  fM ;  that 
when  emfjoyed,  in  order  to  discover  a  liiding  or  re- 
tmting  enemy,  a  keeper  was  appointed  to  each  dog, 
10  ]KAd  him  in  teash,  and  endeavor  to  pnt  him  on  the 
scent,  whidi,  once  found,  he  nrely  lost;  the  pur- 
tucrs  fallowed  dose  up  to  the  keeper,  and  were  thug 
conducted  to  the  object  of  their  search. 

The  dogs  were  described  by  Col.  Fltipatrick  as 
PMse^ring  fine  wind,  great  strength,  bottom,  and 
courage,  and  as  differing  troto  the  common  hound  in 
one  (irticular,  whicb  made  them  of  Infinite  service 
in  chiae  of  a  luriinR  enemy ;  they  rarely  or  never 
give  tongue  to  warn  him  of  the  approach  of  his  pur- 
ueit.  I  waa  not  led  to  believe,  from  any  thing 
wUch  I  heard  on  the  occasion  allnded  to,  or,  indee<^ 
•taay  oUiet  time  daring  mj  jonmey,  thraiigfa  Fktr- 
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ida,  that  those  dogs  were  to  be  umnuziled  and  let 
dip  to  aaaail  the  hoatlle  marauding  Indian  warriors, 
and  destroy  ttieir  women  and  children.  I  am  per- 
luaded  that  the  peojde  of  Florida,  dreadfiilly  as  they 
have  suffered  fronj  the  ferocity  of  tbe  Indians,  would 
not  countenance  sudi  a  species  of  warfare. 

CoL  Ktipatridi;  who,  I  bave  since  learned,  ia 
an  officer  of  the  Florida  militia,  struck  me  as  being 
a  gentleman  of  great  intelligence  and  dedded  cliar- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ic, 

ABTEUR  h.  lUGENNISL 
To  the  Hon.  Hr.  Fonreirrr, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Was  DiFASTHnrr, 

Dtttmber  80,  1B39. 

S» :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  recdpt 
of  your  letter  cf  the  STth  instant,  inquiring  into  the 
truth  of  tbe  aseertion  made  by  the  public  papers, 
that  the  Qoremment  bad  determined  to  use  blooil- 
haandt  in  the  war  against  the  Horida  Indiana,  and 
beg  to  BSBUte  you  that  it  wilt  afford  toe  ^reat  pleasure 
to  give  you  all  tbe  information  on  thu  subject  in 
poaseaaion  of  the  DepartmenC 

From  Che  time  I  nrst  entered  upon  the  duUes  of 
tbe  War  Department,  I  continued  to  receive  letters 
from  officers  commanding  in  Florida,  as  well  aa  from 
the  moat  enlightened  citizens  of  that  Teiritory,  urg- 
ing tbe  employment  of  hlticdhoundt  as  the  most  effl- 
dent  means  of  terminaHng  the  atrocities  daily  per- 
petrated by  tbe  Indlaiii  on  the  settlera  in  thai  Terri- 
tory. To  these  propoaala  no  answer  was  ^ven,  until, 
in  tbe  month  of  August,  IftSS,  while  at  Oie  Tli^ma 
E^]rings,  there  ma  lefsired  to  me  from  the  Depart- 
ment a  letter  addreased  to  tbe  AiSutant  General,  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  forces  in  Florida,  Ocneial 
Taylor,  to  the  following  elliKt : 

EiaDqciBTiRS,  Akmt  or  rai  Soimt, 

Fort  Brooke,  JtJy  38,  18SB. 
Sia  1  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  communi- 
cation, this  moment  received,  on  the  sutnect  of  pro- 
curing bloodhounds  from  the  island  of  Cuba  to  wd 
the  army  la  its  operations  against  tbe  hoetiles  in 
Florida. 

deddedly  ta  favor  of  the  measure,  and  b^ 
leave  again  to  urge  it  as  the  only  means  of  ridding 
the  country  of  the  Indians,  who  are  now  broken  up 
"  parties,  that  take  shelter  in  swamps  and 
as  the  army  approadies,  making  it  impos- 
sible for  us  to  follow  or  overtake  them  without  tho 
aid  of  such  auxiliaries. 

Should  this  measure  meet  the  ^iprobation  of  the 
Department,  and  the  neceaaaiy  authority  be  granted, 
I  irill  open  a  correm>ondcnoe  on  tbe  subject  with 
Ur.  Evertsoo,  through  U^or  Hnnt,  AnaCant  Qoar- 
oaater  at  Savannah,  and  will  authorize  him,  if  it 
be  done  on  reasonable  terras,  to  employ  a  few 
dogs,  with  persons  idio  understand  their  manage- 

I  wish  it  distinctly  underttood  that  my  tib^etA  In 
iploying  docs,  ia  only  to  ascertun  where  the  lo- 
ins can  be  lonnd,  not  to  worry  them. 
I  have  tbe  bonor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  serr't, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Bt.  Br.  Gen.  U.  a  A.  Commandii^. 
To  Gen  R.  Josm,  WAaHnorai^  D.  0. 


lAich  waa  oommunicated  to  General  Taylor 
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tuTB  ilamj*  been  of  Ofdnloii  that  dogi  oofitit  to  be 
emploTcd  [n  this  warfare,  to  protect  tba  amy  &c 
lurprian  and  ambuscade*,  uui  to  track  the  ladiaii 
hla  luifcing-plaee ;  but  (uppoaed,  if  tN  Geiteral  be- 
lieved tbom  to  be  aetitmuj,  be  would  dM  beaiiale 
nirea  to  puTcnre  them.  Am  cohMilooded 
a  mw^r*  lately  peqwtrated  upon  help- 


less wotnen  and  diildieil  bj  theae  nitUeas  mngn, 
render  It  expedient  that  ererj  poarible  meani  dtould 
be  rcRortcd  to  in  order  to  protect  the  people  of  Flor- 
i<^  and  to  enable  the  United  Statea  foreea  to  follow 
and  capture,  or  deatroj,  the  Ban^  and  nnrelenting 
foe.  Oenend  Tajlor  ia  therefore  autboriaed  to  pro- 
cure aodi  numbCT  of  doga  aa  be  laay  judge  neeeaaigy, 
tt  bring  eipreaaly  nnderetood  that  thej  are  to  be  em- 
plOTad  to  wA  and  diaeover  the  lTMll«n«^  not  to  wonj 
or  destroy  tben." 

This  is  the  only  acttoa  or  correepondeace  on  the 
part  of  the  Department  that  has  erer  tskeo  place  hi 
Telatkm  to  the  matter.  The  General  took  no  nuM- 
area  to  carry  into  eflbct  bis  own  recomniendatloll, 
and  thla  Department  has  norer  since  renewed  the 
subject.  I  continue,  however,  to  entertain  the  opin- 
ion exprcaxed  in  the  above  decitfon.  I  do  not  be- 
Iteve  that  description  of  dog,  called  the  hloodhonnd, 
necessary  to  prevent  sur]»ise  or  trsek  the  Indian 
murderer ;  but  I  still  think  that  every  cabin,  every 
military  post,  and  every  detachment,  shoold  be  at- 
tended by  dogs.  That  precautioo  might  hate  saved 
Dade's  command  from  masMcre,  and  by  giving  timdy 
warning,  have  prevented  many  of  the  cmcl  murden 
which  have  beni  committed  by  the  Irtdiana  in  Kiddie 
Florida.  The  only  Buocees(\t!  pursuit  of  Indian  miu^ 
derets  that  I  know  of,  was  on  a  late  oocasiOD,  irtien 
tiie  pursuers  were  aided  by  the  sagacity  of  their  don 
These  savages  had  approached  a  cabin  of  peacelul 
and  industrious  settlers  so  stealthily,  that  the  first 
notice  of  their  presence  wu  given  by  a  volley  tnam 
their  rifles  thrust  between  the  Togi  of  UiehouBCi  and 
the  work  of  death  was  finished  by  tomahawking  the 
women,  afler  tearing  from  them  their  infant  children, 
and  dashing  their  brains  out  against  the  door-posts. 
Are  these  rvthleaa  ravages  to  escape  and  repeat  such 
scenes  of  blood  because  they  can  einde  our  fellow- 
dUiens  in  Florida,  and  our  r^ular  aoldiera,  and 
baffle  their  unaided  efforts  to  overtake  or  discover 
them  ?  On  a  late  oocaidon,  three  estimable  dtisens 
were  killed  in  the  immediate  neigliborbood  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  one  oIBcer  of  distinguished  merit 
mortally  wounded.  It  in  in  evidence  Uiat  these  mur- 
dem  were  committed  by  two  Indians,  who,  after 
diooting  down  the  father  and  beating  out  the  son's 
bmina  with  the  butts  of  their  rifles,  upon  hearing  the 

rtnch  of  the  volunteers,  letired  •  few  yards  into 
woods,  and  secreted  tbcmsetves  unUl  the  troopa 
Ktnmcd  to  town  with  the  dead  bodies  of  tiiose  who 
had  been  thus  inhumanly  and  wantonly  bnlchered. 
It  If  to  be  regretted  that  this  corps  had  not  been  ac- 
companied trith  one  or  two  himtera,  who,  with  their 
dogs,  might  have  tracked  the  blood^tiiBed  footateps 
of  these  Indians ;  have  restored  to  Hberty  the  captive 
they  were  draagtng  away  with  them,  and  have  pre-' 
vented  them  ^nn  ever  again  lepeating  aaeh  atrad- 
ties.  Nor  could  the  aevettst  eaiuist  ot^ect  to  our 
reltow-cititens  In  Fhwlda  resorting  t«  siioh  measnree 
in  order  to  protect  the  Uvea  of  their  women  and 
ddldreiL 

Tory  req>ectfaUy, 

Your  most  ob't  servH, 

3.  B.  POINOTTT. 
HoiL  Hkurt  A.  Wiai,  HotiM  of  BepteMutttlve*. 


Was  Dn-AjmsR, 

Jk»«ryM,lHa. 
Sib:  It  I*  imdentood  by  the  DepeHnwnt,  slihoi^ 
not  oBcially  informed  of  the  &et,  that  the  anhontiM 
oftheTenttoryaf  Florfato  h«ve  Inipott«d  apadrf 
UooAooMla fi«m Ibe  lalatid  of  Cuba;  andl  lUnt 
it  prc^r  to  direct,  in  the  eveat  of  tboee  dap  bdig 
employed  by  any  offlcer  or  offlcen  under  yoor  ov- 
miod,  UuU  their  use  be  confined,  altogether,  to  tnd- 
Ing  the  Indians ;  and  in  order  to  msnre  thi^  udtt 
prevent  the  poesibilily  of  their  inJoHng  any  praet 
whatsoever,  tlut  they  be  munled  wfaoi  in  tbc  trU. 
and  held  with  a  leash  while  fblloiring  tbe  tnck  of  ibt 

Very  leapectfully,  your  moat  obt  arvVt, 
J.  a  FOIKSOT. 
Brig.  Oen.  Z.  Tavlok, 

Cononandlng  Army  of  die  South,  norida. 

AMumptie*  ^  State  DAU. 
The  resolntions  cminected  with  the  report  cf 
the  Selwt  Cotnnutc^e  on  the  KsetiinptJon  «^  tiM 
State  debt*  were  taken  op,  m  follows : 

1.  Kfnleid,  That  the  assumpttoD,  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  the  General  Oovanunent,  of  Ike  dcUa 
which  have  been,  or  may  be,  oootraetcd  by  the  SiriEt 
fw  kxal  olgecta  or  Stale  parpaaea,  would  be  uqjtti, 
both  to  the  SUtea  and  to  the  people.  . 

2.  AsoAW,  That  such  Mnraptiott  would  be  bigh^ 
Ineipedient,  and  dangeigua  to  the  Uniea  of  UM 
Statea. 

8.  Ruotrtd,  Tbatanch  aMutnption  would  be  wMl? 
unaulhoriied  by,  and  in  vloUtion  of,  tb«  ConttilaUiB 
of  the  United  Btalea,  and  utterly  repugnant  lo  all  t" 
obfccta  and  porpoees  for  which  tfae  FedenI  l^i'^ 
was  formed. 

4.  Acnofocd;  That  to  set  apart  the  puWki  tand^  "* 
die  revennes  arising  thcrefnm,  for  tbe  befcre*"* 
Uoncd  purpoaea,  would  be  equally  uiuust,  ioei;*' 
dlent,  and  nnconatitutional. 

The  question  wua  on  the  substitute  off«** 
by  Mr.  Cbittehdex,  as  fallows : 

Htnlttd,  That  the  debts  of  the  seveial  States, « 
tar  as  they  are  known  to  the  Senate,  have  been  coi^ 
tracted  in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  ridil  (^ 
coostitu^oaol  power  of  said  States,  respectively ;  »™ 
that  there  is  no  ground  to  warrant  any  doubt  of  UK 
aUlity  or  dispouLion  of  those  Statea  to  fulfil  tliar 


^ -eral  Sutes,  in  fair  and  ralaUe  propw 

ttima,  and  that  the  condiiion  of  such  of  tbe  SI^M  ■* 
have  contracted  debts  is  audi  at  the  preaent  i^"*^ 
of  pressure  and  diSiculty,  aa  to  render  sudi  distripa' 
tion  eapedall  J  expedient  and  important. 

Mr.  BtrcnAiTAV  osked  tbe  Ohais  if  it  wo^^ 
uo  in  order  to  amend  the  resolotiona  otftred  W 
the  Select  Coinmiltee,  nnd  bdng  answeren  « 
tbe  afErtnative,  satd  thati  for  the  pnrpow  J* 
placing  blmself  in  a  correct  jMHltton  aw  » 
avoid  voting  against  what  he  deemed  the  truUii 
he  would  move  that  the  original  resoluticv 
shonld  be  amended,  by  adding  -Ihereto,  >*  * 
distinct  and  separate  reaolation,  the  first  r^ 
IntioQ  of  tlie  substitute.  Whilst  he  should  noci 
freely  vote  that  it  wai  nnoonstitatloDal,  i^i' 
pedlent,  and  nqjnst,  fbr  Congr«Bs  to  MtmM  v* 
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pigment  of  the  «xiatiiig  debts  of  the  States,  he 
Tu  tniioos,  at  tlie  same  time,  to  ezpresa  hie 
entire  confidence  both  in  the  ability  and  will 
of  them  Stateii  to  pay  their  debts  houeitlf  and 
in  good  Taith.  In  the  expression  of  tbie  opin- 
ion, he  would  go  as  hr  as  the  Senator  from 
Kentacky,  and  was,  therefore,  willing  to  adopt 
fats  resolntion  on  this  particniaT  branch  of  toe 
tnbject 

Hi.  Pnstps,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
not  being  present,  the  farther  consideratioD  of 
Uie  Hittjeot  was  postponed. until ' 


TuKBDAT,  Febroary  18. 
AttumptioK  nf  State  DAIm, 
The  resolutions  of  the  Belect  Committee  on 
the  aaramptloa  of  the  State  debts,  and  the  sub- 
stitute snbniitted  bj  Ur.  Gunrxsmii,  and  the 
smendment  offered  hj  Hi.  Buohahan,  were 

Mr.  NoBTKLL  offered  the  following  as  a  snb- 
stitate  for  Ur.  Bdohaitah's  amendment ; 

Raalntd,  Thst  wbile  the  Senste  of  the  United 
Sute<  a  full  J  impressed  with  the  Impottance  and  eor- 
rednm  of  the  principles  contsined  in  the  foregoing 
remhitioni,  it  Is  not  inletided  thereby  to  create  mj 
doabc  of  the  coDstitutiond  ri^  of  the  States  to  con- 
tract debt^  nor  of  their  reaaarcea,  di^Naition,  or 
abilitjr  to  fulfil  the  ei^ageneiits  wUch  thej  hare  ooo- 
nsHed,  f«r  parposes  of  Inteitial  Improvement,  as 
TcU  w  for  other  ottjecis  within  the  range  of  Itwir 
"Krred  poweia, 

Mr.  Pbclps,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on 
ihii  sabjeot,  not  being  present,  Ur.  Hubbaud 
raid  that,  thongh  he  woold  have  greatly  prefer- 
red to  have  followed  Ur.  P.,  he  did  not  wish  tlie 
snbject  to  be  farther  delayed ;  and  wonliL 
therefore,  with  the  leave  of  the  8en ate,  proceed 
to  submit  the  few  remarks  he  intended  to  offer 
on  this  sQbJect. 

Mr.  HcBBABD  tnen  proceeded  at  great  length 
in  favor  of  the  resolnQons  reported  by  the  Se- 
lect Committee. 


T,  February  19. 

Salt  IhUf  and  SaU  Moat/poly  in  M«  Weat. 

Mr.  Bxtno-m  ssked  to  odd  certun  papers  to 
those  alreatly  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  snb- 
ject  of  the  salt  dnty,  and  the  monopoly  of  salt 
lu  the  West.  The  papers  which  bad  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed  were  principally  from  tiie 
Vest — chiefly  fTom  the  State  of  Uiwonri ;  those 
which  he  now  presented,  ciune  from  a  very 
difi'erent  qnarter ;  they  came  from  the  East — 
and  from  tbe  tar  Esst — from  that  Asia  which 
groaned  under  the  iron  sceptre  of  the  English 
Ka«t  India  Company.  This  company,  which 
wus  a  corporation,  bad  exemplified  in  Asia 
tvery  variety  of  sbnse,  tyranny,  and  oppression, 
uhich  the  paesions  of  man  contd  suggest ;  and 
unong  other  abases,  had  establisheda salt  mo- 
ntpoly  tliroa^Kmt  tita  vast  regitms  over  whiJcb 


[Febsdaxt,  lUO. 

it  mled.  The  parallel  between  the  eondoot  of 
these  monopolizers  of  salt  in  Asia  and  in  Amer- 
ica wss  complete  In  every  particnlar;  in  selling 
by  the  pound,  instead  of  the  measured  bnshel ; 

in  extorting  an  enormons  and  nnconsciunable 
price ;  in  appointing  agents  to  distribute  the 
sole  to  the  people  in  districts ;  in  adulterating 
the  «alt ;  and  in  suppressing  it^  Dianofacturo  ot 

Sroduction.  In  all  these  paKicnlars,  the  con- 
nct  of  the  monopolizers  of  Asia  and  America 
was  precisely  the  same;  and  there  was  but  one 
point  at  which  the  English  company  beat  the 
American ;  and  that  was  in  the  reductjon  of 
the  ansntity,  or  suppression  of  the  manufactare 
of  salt.    The  American  companies  efi'ected  their 


not  to  dig  wells ;  and  also  by  limit- 
ing the  mannfocturers  to  make  but  a  certain 
quantity.  This  is  the  way  the  American  mo- 
nopolizers effected  their  object ;  the  English 
company  in  India,  on  acconnt  of  their  military 
force,  had  a  more  compendious,  cheaper,  and 
effectual  woy  to  accomplish  the  same  object : 
it  was,  simply,  to  drive  the  native  Hindoos 
down  to  the  seashore,  where  the  power  of  the 
sun  covered  the  beach  with  pure  strong  salt, 
&om  the  evaporation  of  sea  water,  and  make 
them  throw  it  all  back  into  the  sea;  and  then 
come  to  the  Company's  agents  and  purchase 
their  adulterated  stuff,  (from  one-thirit  to  one- 
half  being  the  amonnt  of  adnlteraiion,)  at  the 
rate  of  abont  fifty  cents,  for  fifteen  pounds. 
With  this  single  exception,  in  which  the  Eng- 
lish monopolizers  in  Asia  had  tlie  advantage 
over  the  Americans  in  the  mnla  of  lessoning 
tlie  quantity  of  salt.,  their  conduct  was  precisply 
the  same,  and  led  to  the  same  complamta  and 
applications  for  redress.  The  Hindoos,  in  163S, 
sent  a  depntation  to  London  to  complain  to  the 
Parliament  of  this  snlt  monopoly,  and  its  heart- 
less abnses.  The  Bonse  of  Ctnnmons  raised  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  East  India  Company  generally,  and  thia 
abnse  in  particular ;  wbicli  committee  took  the 
testimony,  both  of  natives  and  Englishmen,  and 
reported  the  whole  to  Parliament;  and  here  it 
is,  said  Ur.  B.,  (holding  np  a  largo  folio  vol- 
ume;) here  it  is;  and  I  now  have  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  print,  as  a  part  of  the  salt  papers  al- 
ready ordered  to  lie  printed,  the  testimony  of 
two  of  these  witnesses  examined  before  the  se- 
lect committee  of  the  British  House  of  Gom- 
mons;  one  of  the  witnesses  being  a  native 
Hindoo,  and  the  other  an  Englishman, 
Ur.  B.'s  motion  was  agreed  to. 


TiTORsnAi,  Fehmary  20. 
AMnia^tion  4tf  State  Dditi. 
The  report  of  the  Select  Oommtttee  on  the 
assumption  of  State  debts  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  taken  up,  and  Ur.  Sktieb 
addressed  the  Senate  at  length  on  the  snb- 
jeot. 
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Tbe  question  nm  then  taken  on  motion 
Mr.  Clay,  <^  Eentocky,  to  postpone  the  whole 
enbject  indefinitely,  and  vaa  decided  in  tbe  neg- 
Ative,  as  follows : 

Atk— Hmbh.  Belte,  Cl>j  of  Eentadij,  dayUm, 
CriUenden,  Dstib,  THjmo,  KvuAemm,  Umlck,  Poi^ 
ter,  FrentiM,  Rm^ca,  Smith  of  IndiBiii,  Sp 


WFite 


-Id. 


NoiB. — ICessn.  Allen,  BenUn,  Brown,  Boduiun, 
Qdlioiui  CUj  of  Alnbam*,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Orund<r, 
Habbard,  King,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  Uauton,  Nicbolu, 
J^erce,  Roane,  Bobinaon,  SeTJer,  Btrange,  BtureeoB, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  WUUaml,  Wright,  and  Young 
—87. 

Hr.  Gbu?ii>t  said,  that  though  he  wa«  very 
anzions  to  have  the  qneation  taken  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
prew  tbe  oonsiderstion  of  it  more  hastily  than 
woald  comport  with  the  convenience  of  the 
Senate.  I^  therefore^  any  Senator  ww  desir- 
ons  of  addressing  the  Senate  on  tbe  sul^ect,  he 
wa«  willing  that  it  sbonid  now  be  infomully 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CsrrmrDEN,  the  qnestion 
was  postponed  until  Ifondaj  next,  with  the 
nnderstandinK  that  it  would  bo  then  taken  np, 
and  discussed  until  disposed  of. 

A  menage  was  received  from  the  House, 
stating  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  peouon  bill  bad  been  concnrred  in. 


TvtsDAX,  March  8. 
OrdenoftheJ)ay. 
The  bill  to  relinqnish  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the 
act  for  her  admiesion  into  the  Union,  to  be 
applied  to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roods  lead- 
ing to  Bud  State,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  being 
debated  by  Messrs.  WaitB,  Cm  of  Alabama, 
NoRVBLL,  KiHo,  SwTH  of  Indiana,  Hubbard, 
Ldhpkin,  and  Grundt,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
6.,  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

AMumption  efSlaU  D^U. 
The  resolutions  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  assumption  by  the  Federal  Government  of 
the  debts  of  the  States  was  t«ken  up,  and  Mr. 
Fttt-ton  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  priociples  of  the  report 


Wbdkksdat,  March  4. 
SaretUto/Satavsl  Swartwout. 
The  bill  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  an  amm^ment  or  compro- 
mise with  any  of  the  snreties  on  bonds  given 
to  the  United  States  by  Bamnel  Swartwont, 
late  collector  of  the  costoms  for  the  port  of 
New  York,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  after  being  discussed  by  Hessrs. 
WiLt,  Webbtm,  Pbentus,  Wbiqbc,  and  finra, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


SatoluHotu  reiptoting  Brig  ^ttffnte. 
Mr.  Calhodit  anhmttted  the  following: 
Hfolved,  That  a  ibip  or  vessel  on  the  lurii  tat,  ii 
time  of  peace,  engaged  In  a  law[til  TojBge,ls,  tcrori 
ing  to  tbe  laws  of  nations,  nnder  the  eiduKtre  jnri}- 
diction  of  the  State  to  whidi  ber  flag  belimg^  m 
much  ■□  as  tf  coDstitu^e  ■  part  of  its  an  dncdi. 
ifuo/voj^TlutirBuchBLiporTessel  should  beiont< 
by  Etrpse  of  ireatberor  oti^r  unavoidBbte  tanw,iiitt 
iiiB  port  of  a  fkiendly  power,  ihe  would,  under  Ibeimi 
tawB,  lose  none  of  the  rights  qipertafaiilig  la  ba  N 
the  high  seas ;  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  ne  md  bn 
cargo  and  pereons  on  board,  with  tbdrpcopcRr.'i' 
all  the  rirtits  bdonpng  to  tiieir  penonal  tMkm, 
as  establidied  by  the  laws  of  tbe  State  to  wiaii  it; 
belong,  would  be  under  the  piotection  which  the  ln> 
of  na^ona  eitond  to  the  uufoctuiiate  under  mch  a- 


Bermuda  Island,  while  on  a,  lawful  Tojage  m  ibt 
high  seas  from  one  part  of  Ute  ITnlon  to  anMbn 
comes  within  tbe  prindples  embraced  in  ttie  fonKO^ 
resolutions ;  and  that  the  sriiare  and  detMtiaii  a 
the  n^roea  on  boaid  bj  Qie  local  aalhoritin  al  ik 
Island  was  an  act  In  W<^on  of  the  laws  of  lulim 
and  highly  nqjuM  to  ooi  dtiiana  to  iAkdi  (bt; 


TintKSDAT,  March  6. 
Aitumption  ijfStaU  IkbU. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Oommittee  oa  lb> 
assumption  of  State  debts  by  tbe  General  Gov- 
ernment was  taken  np,  and  Mr.  Gbdsdt  i^ 
dressed  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Fresidknt  t  The  daty  which  lies  befcM 
me  is  laboriooB,  bnt,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not 
difflonlt.  So  soon  as  I  discovered  the  mapne  it 
which  the  report  was  treated  by  Senator  <w 
the  other  side  when  it  was  first  presented,  I  re- 
solved in  my  own  mind  that  I  wonld  takeioM 
soitAble  oocaaun  to  answer  all  the  arguioci'i 
which  shonld  be  urged  against  it.  By  punt- 
ing this  course,  I  am  aware  that  much  wbid 
I  may  say  will  he  a  dull,  cold  repetition  tf 
what  hat  been  bettbr  tud  by  others ;  Int  tbt 
Senate  will  bear  with  me.  I  owe  a  dntj^ 
onntry,  to  tbe  committee  wbooe  honorM 
organ  I  was,  and  to  myself.  My  present  fsf- 
pose  Is  to  discharge  all  the  obligations  and  d«- 
ties  which  rest  upon  me  moit  /aUI\fidtf.  Tbe 
I  will  endeavor  to  do  in  a  manner  and  in  ■ 
temper  becoming  a  Senator,  who  is  not  in- 
mindful  of  what  IS  dne  to  that  wili^toiediw 
elevated  body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  tti> 
not,  however,  my  intention  to  re-argne  ta* 
regular  way  the  sabjects  introduced  and  w 
cussed  in  the  report  That  docoment  is  no' 
before  the  people  of  the  United  Stste^  •>» 
whateTer  may  be  said  for  or  against  it  bam 
will  not  materially  affect  the  estimate  whim 
the  pnblio  have  already  placed,  c*  will  li«* 
after  place  npon  it  Whenever  the  peopi*  j**^ 
a  pnbuo  document  npon  an  intereetiog  iutjjsEt, 
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thej  can  and  will  form  opinions  for  themselves, 
and  tbose  opiniona  they  will  carrf  out  liy  their 
acts.  Without  iotendiiu  it,  oar  politioal  op- 
ponents have  secured  for  the  report  a  very 
general  perasal.  Their  opposition  to  its  being 
printed,  their  effort  to  Bnppress  it,  and  prevent 
its  circolatioo,  have  eiciled  pablio  cariositj, 
and  produced  a  de^re  to  see  it ;  and  I  donbt 
not  that  it  will  now  be  read  bj  hundreds  and 
tbonsanda,  whose  attention  might  never  have 
been  tnrned  to  it,  bad  it  been  treated  in  tiie 
ordinary  way. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  seen,  as  you  Icnow, 
nnch  of  pnblio  life.  At  tinifH,  oircnmstanoea 
have  made  me  a  more  prominent  aotor  in  polit- 
ical scenes  than  I  eonld  Lave  wished.  I  have 
heen,  and  my  sentiments  have  been,  too  often 
denoonced  for  denonclatjon  to  carry  any  alarm 
or  terror  to  me.  The  dennnciation  of  my 
friends  I  shonld  fear ;  but  whenever  I  cease  to 
receive  the  disapprobation  and  denunciations  of 
toy  political  enemies,  I  shall  begm  to  doubt 
whether  I  bave  not  lost  my  effidenoy,  and 
whether  the  best  service  I  could  render  to  my 
country,  would  not  be  my  retirement  to  private 
life.  Pditicsl  opponents  oondemn  and  censure 
those  who  are  most  in  their  way,  and  interpose 
the  most  formidable  obstacles  to  the  attain- 
ment of  their  favorite  ol^ects.  Therefore,  in 
general,  it  b  a  safe  rule  to  my  that  men  and 
things  most  condemned  by  them,  are  the  best 
deserving  the  approbation  of  that  portion  of 
the  public  who  are  opposed  to  their  views  and 
achemes.  I  did  not  oome  into  this  honorable 
body,  nor  was  I  sent  here,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
conciliating  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  Oppo- 
Btion.  On  the  contrary,  thoae  who  bestowed 
on  me  the  high  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body, 
intended  and  expected  that  1  would  firmly  pur- 
ine the  same  course  which  I  had  hitherto  tak- 
en ;  that  I  wonid  sopport  the  same  principles 
I  had  heretofore  uniformly  maiataiued.  Nor 
shall  they  be  disappointed.  Let  dendnoiations 
come  as  they  may,  I  shall  not  deviate  in  my 
principles  or  my  course.  I  recollect  that,  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  more  than  a  qoar- 
ter  of  a  century  ago,  when  our  country  was 
Itl^eding  at  every  pore ;  when  onr  armies  were 
nffering  for  supplies  which  we  had  no  money 
to  porchase;  when  our  ranks  conld  not  be 
filled  becanse  men  of  inflnence  used  all  their 
power  to  prevent  loans  to  the  Government, 
ud  the  enfistment  of  soldiers,  I,  In  public  de- 
li^ advanced  the  sentiment,  that  American 
atitens  who  thns  acted  and  used  their  infla- 
tes to  prevent  loans  or  enlistments,  were 
piilty  of  moral  treiuon.  Then,  rir,  you  re- 
^sntber  how  this  sentiment  was  denounced  in 
Congress,  and  by  the  whole  Federal  press. 
^sy,  I  did  not  even  escape  animadversion 
""m  the  sacred  desk,  I  then  believed  that  I 
*u  right ;  and  I  muntuned  my  opinion  with 
^^u  little  ability  I  possessed.  Ana  now,  how 
i>iif  Does  any  one  now  donbt  the  norroct- 
J*«  of  what  I  then  saidi  If  any  one  does  so, 
«  *il!  scarcely  venture  at  this  day  to  avow  a 
You  XIV.— 6 


contrary  sentiment.  80  I  verily  believe  it  will 
be  with  this  report.  The  great  principles  it 
discusses  will  stand  the  test  of  the  striotest  ez- 
amiuation ;  and  even  now,  gentlemen  who 
condemned  the  first  and  greater  portion  of  it, 
will  not  controvert  the  sonndneas  of  its  prinoi- 

Sles.  If  they  disapprove  it,  why  do  they  not 
a  this ;  why  do  Uiej  not  candidly  and  man- 
fully discnss  its  principles!  Instead  of  so 
doing,  they  pronounce  it  to  be  nnnecessary — 
to  be  uncalled  for,  and  calculated  to  produce 
no  good.  They  seem  afraid  to  meet  the  quea- 
tioDS  involved  upon  their  merits.  Svery  sort 
of  evasion  is  resorted  to.  They  demur ;  they 
plead  in  abatement ;  ther  reeort  to  all  the  de- 
vices which  skilful  pleaderH  employ  to  get  rid 
of  a  trial  upon  the  merits  of  th^  canse.  Bnch 
a  trial  is  what  they  dread,  and  dare  not  meet 
Pursuing  this  course  of  opposition,  they  assert 
that  no  such  proposal  as  the  assumption  by 
the  General  Government  of  the  debts  of  the 
States  has  been  made  here  or  elsewhere.  We, 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  believe  that  such  a 
proportion  has  not  only  been  made,  hnt  made 
m  the  most  formidable  aod  imposing  Shape. 
This  I  will  now  proceed  to  prove.    For  tois 

Eurpose,  I  shall  use  the  eztracla  from  the  pub- 
0  papers  which  were  read  by  my  honorable 
friend  fW>m  Alabama,  (Mr  Clat,)  a  few  days 
since,  when  he  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this 
subject.  Tbe  New  York  Herald  and  the  Oour- 
ier  and  Enquirer  are  known  to  be  pspers  of 
high  Whig  authority ;  they  are  sitoated  in  the 
great  oommereial  emporium  of  the  country,  in 
Uie  city  where  Wall  street  is,  and  where  the 
agents  of  the  British  capitalists  and  the  princi- 
pal  brokers  of  this  country  reside,  and  where 
more  of  these  State  hoods  have  been  bought 
and  sold  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Union.  If 
these  papers  have  advocated  the  assumption  of 
tbe  State  debts  by  the  General  Government,  it 
may  fairly  be  inferred  that  a  very  serious  inten- 
tion exists  to  carrythis  scheme  into  effect.  The 
New  York  Herald,  in  November  last,  intro- 
duced this  subiect  into  its  eolnrans,  and  used 
the  following  language ;  "  This  plan  is  so  fkr 
matured  by  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party,  as 
to  be  officially  promulgated  in  the  Courier  and 
Enquirer  of  yestorday  morning.  The  following 
extracts  convey^  in  petto,  tbe  skeleton  of  the 
scheme."  Here  is  the  declaration  of  a  leading 
Whig  paper,  published  in  the  atj  of  New 
York,  announcing  the  fact  that  the  "  plait  la 

so  FAS  HATintBD  BT  THK  LEADBSS  OF  TDE  WbIS 
PABTT   AS    TO  BB    OFFICIALLT    rBOUCLOATSD    IK 

THE  CouaiSB  ABD  EmjuiBKB."  Has  this  an- 
nunciation ever  been  denied  in  the  city  of  New 
York  by  any  other  Whig  paper!  Never,  that 
I  have  learned.  It  is  deolared  not  only  to  be  a 
Whig  measure,  but  to  have  been  matured  bj 
the  leaders  of  that  party.  Now  for  the  "plan" 
which  the  Herald  says  was  "  matured  by  the 
leaders  of  the  Whig  party."  This  is  given  in 
the  Courier  and  Enquirer : 

Let  the  Goveramenl  of  the  United  States — whteh 
means  tbe  peoide's  Iminediate  Bepreientatives  in 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBIDaHEMT  07  THB 


I,  MM.] 


tmt^StiM^Jhtm. 


[sen  Com 


both  Honaea  of  CongreB — crsmte  thm  bondnd 
miilioni  of  Hook,  bMring  »a  fnlcrett  of  four  per 
cent,  per  uiiiiiin,  and  let  thia  be  apportiCHiad  smoos 
the  Sutea  on  the  principle  of  Ur.  CUj'b  land  bil^ 
that  ia,  pro  rata,  accordins  to  the  nnmber  of  their 
Benalon  and  Repreaentatlre*  In  Congreaa ;  and  let 
the  proceeda  of  the  aalea  of  the  public  laoda  be  aet 
aaide  and  ticredlj'  pledged  as  a  amking  fund  for  the 
redemption  of  this  stock.  Let  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaurr,  or  some  other  mitable  penon,  be  ap- 
pointed to  eicliange  ao  much  of  this  itock  ai  maj 
be  the  portion  of  any  State  for  the  atocli  of  luch 
State  cow  issned,  and  after  a  certain  period^ — saj 
di  montha — pa^  over  the  balaooe  to  the  rcapecti*e 
Statea.  lloat  probably  tbe  boldera  of  aome  State 
■tocka  wonld  not  be  willinc  U>  make  aecb  exehaogea, 
•nd,  if  BO,  tbe  Btat«  woud  reodie  ita  entire  per- 
Hod;  and  from  the  inlereit  annuallT  recdTod  on  (he 
Vidted  Slatea  atook,  and  aalea  of  It  from  time  to 
time,  ma  their  neceMitiei  reqidred,  be  in  a  mtuatioa 
to  progreaa  at  once  with  all  ita  pabllo  works, 
whether  commenced  or  ocdj  in  cmbrjo.  United 
States  Block  would  then  Immediatelj  ^1  the  apace 
at  present  occuped  bj  about  two  hundred  milUans 
of  State  stock  :  the  nimaintng  one  hundred  millions 
wonld  be  deposited  In  the  Stale  treaanriea,  and 
wonld  %nly  be  offered  for  aale  as  their  pubHc  works 
or  other  neceaaltiea  reqnircd,  and  which  the  eipi- 
laliatt  of  Europe  and  America  wonld  gladlj  pur- 
ehaae  at  a  premium. 

nis  is  tho  scheme  ;'this  is  the  plan  wliich 
Qie  Herald  sajs  wus  matured  bj  the  ''  lbaderb 
of  the  Wnio  party  I  "  aqiI  tbe  eilitorputa  down 
the  State  debts  at  Bbont  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  i  and  yet  the  committeo  has  beeu  re- 
buked, severely  rebuked,  for  saying  that  thej 
were  eaticiatea  at  about  that  sum.  I  wish  the 
Senate  to  notice  the  nature  of  this  proposition. 
It  is  nut  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  puhlio 
lands  among  the  Stat«B,  but  it  is  to  areat«  a 
national  debt;  to  raake  United  States  stock  to 
the  amountof  three  handred  millions  of  dollaro, 
which  is  Co  be  exchanged  for  the  State  stocks, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
laqds  are  to  be  set  aside,  and  sacredly  pledged 
as  a  sinking  fand  for  the  rodemption  of  this 
Block.  Tills  proportion  would  not  only  em- 
hrace  the  revenue  arisins  from  the  whole  pub- 
lio  lands ;  hut,  in  case  uf  a  deficiency,  it  would 
have  to  be  tnade  up  from  other  sources.  Lis- 
ten, further,  to  the  language  of  the  Herald ;  it 
aays: 

In  illuitratioD  of  this  great  Mheme,  the  Conner 
goee  at  length  into  ita  popularity,  ecODomv,  and 
means  of  escape  from  direct  laxation,  which  the 
several  Stiites  must  submit  to  if  the  present  system 
continue.  With  every  view  taken  on  these  Mints, 
we  cordiBllv  concur.  It  is  the  onlv  and  eSclent 
ayMcm  far  the  flnancial  troubles  of  the  age.  A  new 
Nattonsl  bank  ia  as  frail  u  a  fair  one  of  the  third 
tier.  We  hare  seen  the  nup  dt  pracs  given  to  tbe 
rotten  fair  one  hi  Philadelphia.  Free  banka  are 
equally  worthlesa  and  nnmeroua.  Safety  fund  cap 
hardly  covor  their  nakcdnesa.  There  is  no  plan, 
DO  scheme,  notliing  short  of  a  miracle  from  Beaw, 
can  anvi;  the  great  credit  system,  except  it  be  the 
plan  now  proposed. 

Nor  have  these  view*  beeo  conflned  to  the 


olty  of  New  York.  The  Ciudoiiali  GizrtU^ 
the  ablest  Whig  paper  in  Ohio,  haa  taken  uj 
sustained  the  tame  ground.  Am  I  Dot  Hh, 
then.  In  affirming  that  the  leading  w^ans  of 
the  Whig  party,  or  at  leant  many  of  them,  hsn 
made  the  propoeidon  spoken  of  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  atron^y  urged  upon  the 
public  mind  the  propriety  of  its  adoptiosl 
Bnt  I  stop  not  here.  The  bankers  of  Eng- 
land, Barmg,  Brothers  and  Co.,  who  bin 
traded  more  in  these  StAte  stocks,  and,  perhtpt, 
own  more  of  them  than  all  other  individuli 
pat  t(^ether,  in  their  circular,  iietied  last  bll, 
distioctty  moke  tb.t>  fTupotiAtm,  and  dedaie: 

Bnt  if  the  old  scheBie  of  Inlemal  Impreveineeti 
in  the  Union  Is  to  be  earried  into  effect  on  the  lOI 
scale,  and  with  the  rapidity  lately  projected,  indb] 
tbe  nwana  of  foretgn  eaidtal,  a  more  comprebeMin 
guataniee  than  that  of  Indlvldaal  States  wiB  be  k- 
quired,  to  raise  so  large  an  amount  In  a  sbon  tut 

A  national  bank  would  undoubtedly  collect  ugiul 
toRethcr  from  ail  parts  of  Europe ;  but  tbe  tvcei 
talea  of  loans,  made  separately  by  all  tbe  iudiriclnl 
States  in  reckless  competition  through  >  number  U 
channels,  render  the  terms  more  and  more  oaene 
for  all,  lower  the  reputation  of  American  e[edil,iid 
(u  reliance  Is  almmt  exclusively  placed  npni  tk 
London  market)  prodnoe  temporary  nlsduef  IwR, 
by  absorbing  the  floating  caj^tal,  mveitlDg  Baw; 


nm^Dg  banking  Dpi* 
mnual  balaDce  of  indi 


tloQS,  and  producing  an 
against  the  couotrv. 

It  would  aeein,  thereibre,  as  if  moot  of  tbe  Euw 
most  either  pause  in  the  eieeution  of  ibeir  vwb 
of  improvement,  or  some  genai*!  ayatem  of  td* 
na^on  moat  be  adopted. 

From  this  extract  it  is  evident  that  sn  u- 
■nmption  of  the  State  debts,  or  k  guarantee  i' 
their  payment,  was  not  only  propiM«d,  bnt  m- 
ionsly  desired,  hy  tliese  vast  trkders  in  Ameri- 
can stocks.  In  addition  to  all  this,  a  memt*' 
of  the  other  House  from  my  own  State,  |Vr. 
Gkntbt,)  gave  notice  tii'at  he  would  introdiw 
a  bill  to  assume  certain  State  debts,  and  spp^ 
priate  the  public  lands  for  the  pnrpose.  TU 
oill  has  not  been  introduced,  and  afler  «h>' 
has  passed  in  this  body,  it  may  not  be;  bit  ii 
is  evident,  from  tho  }itle  of  the  bill,  that  tf 
assumption  was  cont«mplated,  though  to  «>>>' 
extent  I  do  not  know ;  and  unless  the  bill  I* 
introduced,  I  probably  never  shall.  Tie  See- 
ator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  who  I  rr^ 
has  been  detained  from  his  seat  longer  tbu  1 
had  expected,  has  said  Uiat  he  had  seen  »> 
evidence  of  a  design  to  offbr  such  a  pmpo^ 
tion  as  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts.  M 
tbe  answer  I  can  make  to  this,  \s,  that  it  mwi 
to  me  he  has  not  looked  into  this  eot^  "^ 
his  usual  diligence  and  accuracy,  and  the  «"■ 
denee  must  have  escaped  his  notice;  for, '" 
my  mind,  it  is  ample  and  oonclaidve.  Hf  "^ 
that  he  is  against  an  assumption.  Vo  ""  * 
doubt  this  after  the  declsration  be  ha*  m««; 
but  how  far  short  of  this  is  the  measoM  w 
proposes t  He  will  not  assume;  but  do«M 
not  contend  for  a  distribotion  of  tlie  reta* 
■Tiring  fkvm  the  publte  lands  amtH^  tbe  EwH 
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to  be  applied  b;r  tlma  to  aaj  pnrpoie  wbatao- 
«TerI  Noir  this,  I  admit,  la  not  an  aasamp- 
HoD,  nor  the  cr«atioit  of  a  oational  debt ;  but 
it  U  fumiahing  the  means  of  p^jrment,  bo  fiir 
u  thej  maj  go,  to  the  States.  It  is  not  an 
•Humption  of  the  State  debts,  but  an  actual 
ptjnieot  of  them,  to  tb«  est«Dt  of  the  proceeds 
of  tliepablio  lands.  The  same  honorable  Bena- 
lor  bu  remarked,  that  I  am  wron^  in  attempt- 
ing to  gi*a  warning  to  the  pnblio  from  tnis 
place  upon  this  suttject.  I[^  su",  I  err  in  thia, 
this  bodj  ains  every  day  in  the  same  way. 
Why  do  we  order  extra  nombers  of  reports  and 
other  dooDments  to  be  printed!  Why  do  the 
mail  coaches  daily  ^7000  onder  the  weiubt  of 
speeches  delivered  in  this  honorable  body  t  I 
have  always  nnderstood  that  these  things  were 
dooe  and  intended  fur  the  purpose  of  diffoaing 
iDformatioa  among  the  people  and  enlightenlug 
the  poblio  mind.  Scarcely  a  day  paaaes  hnt 
we  hear  it  declared  on  this  floor,  that  no  ex- 
pectation is  entert^ued  by  the  speaker  of  in- 
fluencing the  votes  of  Senators ;  but  the  publio 
may  be  affected  by  what  he  is  about  to  say ; 
and  he  proceeds  to  deliver  his  nentiraenta.  I 
think  this  remark  of  the  honorable  Senator  has 
no  force  whatever  in  it. 

We  are  asked  emphatically,  what  tight  have 
we  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States )  Hy  answer  is,  that  the 
right  to  tpeaV  of  their  proceedings  exists  at  all 
limes;  it  should  be  eseroised  rarely,  only 
upon  great  and  important  occasions.  In  this 
instance,  as  little  has  beeo  said  in  the  report  as 
posoible,  coDsiatently  with  the  duty  which  bad 
beea  assigned  to  tlie  committee.  But,  I  enter- 
tain views  npiui  the  subject  differing  radically 
from  those  w  bich  have  been  eipresaed  by  some 
gentiumen.  I  do  not  consider  the  State  Legis- 
latures iu  any  degree  saperior  to  the  Congress 
of  tlie  Dnited  ^ates.  We  are  co-agents  for 
tlie  same  people  in  the  respective  States.  The 
State  Legislatures  are  aapreme  in  all  things 
not  ptobibitod  by  their  State  ooustitutioos,  and 
wjiicb  have  not  been  delegated  to  this  Qovem- 
meui;  and  this  Government  is  anpreme  in  all 
matters  confided  to  it  b^  the  CkmsUtotioa  of 
the  Cuited  States;  but  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  both  arc  acting  for  the  same  people,  and 
are  the  goardiansof  their  interests.     IleQce  the 

SMpriuty,  that  the  Qovemmenta,  State  and 
atiooal,  and  their  menibera,  should  give  warn- 
ings tu  die  people  whenever  a  great  sacrifice 
of  tlieir  intereaia  shall  be  aUempi«d  by  either. 
In  conformity  with  this  view,  tlie  Governors 
cf  States,  in  their  measages  10  their  Legisla- 
tures, and  the  Legislatares  themselves,  upon 
occaiions  which  they  jodge  proper,  are  in  the 
eoDsiant  habit  of  treating  o^  and  expressing 
their  opinions  upon,  snbjects  which  are  introst- 
^  by  the  constitution  to  Federal  legislation 
ind  action.  I  think  this  is  all  proper,  nor  do 
I  tvta  take  exception  to  the  proceeaings  of  the 
l^gidature  of  Mew  Jersey,  however  much  1 
»^  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  in  denoonoing 
ud  andeDuiing  the  prooeedings  of  the  other 


House  of  Oongreaa  in  ui^anizing  itaelf  withoat 
admitting  either  of  th«  party  olsinuuitB  to  their 
seats;  and  in  calling  upon  the  Legislatures  of 
other  States  to  miite  in  this  eondemnatdon. 


the  propriety  of  eierdsin^  it  but  upon  impor- 
tant and  interesting  occasiona. 

I  wish  gentlemen  would  assign  some  reaaon 
why  thia  right  is  not  reciprocal.  I  believe  it 
to  be  so,  and,  therefore,  whenever  a  case  oc- 
curs, which,  in  my  Judgment,  demanda  it,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  sp^  oat  and  give  wam- 
'  g  to  my  cotmtrymeo  of  impending  danger, 

i  the  danger  arise  from  what  qnarter  it  may. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Sinra)  in- 
aists  that  oil  prooeedings,  or  ezpresalons  of 
opinion,  upon  anbjeots  not  immediately  con- 
nected with  l^siation,  are  wrong;  that  the 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolntiona,  passed  npon 
the  sobjeot  of  the  alien  and  sedition  lawa,  have 

§  reduced  much  mischief,  growing  out  of  the 
ifferent  constnictions  placed  upon  them.  That 
boQorabie  Senator  was  too  young  to  understand 
the  matter  of  which  he  spoke.  Yoo  and  I, 
Mr.  Preeident,  both  know  that  these,  and  Ur. 
Madiaon's  report  upon  the  Virginia  reaolntiona, 
were  the  great  lever  which  elevated  Ur.  Jeffer- 
son to  the  Presidential  chair,  and  expelled  from 
power  the  Federal  party,  which  at  that  time 
ruled  and  governed  this  country.  This  I  have 
always  considered  a  great  and  beneficial  result, 
growing  out  of  the  n»olntions  which  he  con- 
demns. If  he  thinks  the  effects  pn>duced  were 
not  advantageous  to  the  country,  tlien  we  may 
well  differ,  and  shall  continue  to  do  ao,  because 
there  is  a  radic^  difference  of  opinion  between 

The  same  Senator  has  made  a  practical  com- 
mentary upon  onr  right  to  speak  of  the  State 
anthorities  in  debate  here,  very  different  frtim 
the  doctrines  held  by  hia  party  upon  this  occa- 
sion. In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the  other 
day,  he  told  os  that  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  was  now  acting  patriotically, 
lint  that  there  were  a  number  of  destmctiTea 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  who  were  de- 
termined to  destroy  him.  Was  not  thia  speak- 
ing of  high  Stat«  dignitaries,  of  the  legisla- 
tive authority  of  a  sovereign  State,  with  a 
freedom  not  clamed,  or  attempted  to  be  prac- 
tised, by  any  friend  of  this  repor*  and  Ita  prin- 
dplea? 

Having  thus  disposed,  as  I  think,  sneoessftilly, 
of  these  general  objections  to  the  conrse  pui^ 
sued  by  the  committee,  I  sliall  prooeed  to  show 
the  correctness  of  the  positions  Md  down  and 
sustained  in  the  report;  and,  with  this  view.  I 
shall  oak  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
terms  of  the  cesaion  hy  Vir^ia  of  her  public 
lands.  Before  doing  m,  however,  I  beg  to  ad- 
vert to  the  language  <tf  the  resolutioii  <tf  the  old 
Uongreaa,  tn  pursuoaoeof  which  tUa  oeasion, 
and  that  of  the  other  States,  were  made. 

It  wa»  passed  cm  the  10th  ot  October,  1780^ 
•a  follows : 
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lUt^wed,  Tbkt  tlw  nnappiopdBtod  Undi  which 
DMT  be  ceded  or  reUnquliW  to  the  nuited  SIMM 
bj  *aj  perticolu'  Slate,  poRnuit  to  the  ncommea- 
iaXioa  of  Concress  of  the  Rth  dxj  of  December 
Uat,  ihell  be  dupoud  of  for  the  common  beneSt  of 
the  Doited  Sutee,  ud  be  settled  uid  formed  into 
distinct  Republlcen  Stites,  which  shell  became 
member!  of  the  Fedenl  Union,  end  hti 


Congrws  aak«d  for  the  oesHtooa 
and  aiuK>propriat«d  lands,  not  for  the  pnrpooe 
of  benefidng  th«  States  lepantelr,  bnt  colloot- 
ively,  and  Uie  oeMioii  made  b;  Virginia  on 
the  lat  of  Maroh,  17S4,  clearly  conreje  the 
Bame  Uea.  The  taognage  is  "That  all  the 
lands  within  the  Umtory  so  ceded  to  the 
UnilAd  Btatea,  and  not  leserred  or  ^propri- 
ated  to  any  of  the  before-mentioned  porpoeee, 
or  diq>oeed  of  in  bonntjes  to  the  offlcen  and 
Boldiera  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  oon- 
sidered  as  a  common  ftind  for  iLe  nse  and  bene- 
fit of  such  of  the  United  Stales  as  hare  become, 
or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederation, 
or  fbderal  allianoa  of  said  Btates,  Yir^nia  in- 
elnsiTe,  aocordlog  to  the  osnal  respecuve  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture, and  shall  be  fiiithftUlj'  and  hotm  JIde 
disposed  of  for  that  porpose,  and  for  no  other 
nse  or  purpose  whatooever." 

It  sboold  hero  be  remarked,  that  this  oea- 
sion,  and  the  deed  made  bj  Ur.  Jefietwn,  Ur. 
Uonroe,  and  othsr^  in  porsosnce  of  it,  reserve 
nothing,  and  contam  no  espresrion  conveTing 
the  idea  that  a  reversion,  remunder,  or  limita- 
tdon  of  vaes,  other  than  tJiose  expressed  in  the 
oession,  was  in  the  contemplation  of  tlie  par- 
ties. The  absolute  fee  was  granted.  It  was  [ 
known  to  the  States,  and  to  OopgreM,  that  a 
Federal  Government  then  existed  which  had 
to  be  supported  by  taxes  upon  the  people  of 
the  States;  and,  also,  that  tlie  expense  of  the 
BefolaUonary  war  had  to  be  paid.  No  one 
at  that  day  could  have  believed  that  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  ceded  lands  ccnld  sapport  the 
Government  and  discharge  the  BevolntJonary 
debt ;  and  experience  has  proved  It  to  be  in- 
anfflcient  for  either  purpose.  Therefore,  it 
never  entered  into  the  mmda  of  the  grantors 
or  grantee,  that  the  revenue  arising  fhim  the 
pnblio  landa  was  to  be  drawn  trom  the  General 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  in 
the  treasuries  of  the  different  States, 

It  is  further  objected  to  the  report,  tliat  it 
Btatee  that  the  rule  of  contribution  is  changed 
onder  the  present  Federal  Gioyemment,  and 
yet  the  report  alleges  that  the  di^>oeition  now 
made  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  public  lands,  is 
occciding  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  cee- 
eions.  Such,  to  my  mind,  is  precisely  the  fact. 
If  lands  were  sold  under  the  CoofederatioD, 
the  proceeds  were  placed  in  the  public  Treas- 
ury, ond  drawn  from  it  to  defray  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Oonfederacy— not  one  dollar  went 


into  the  treaanry  of  any  State.  Sneh  slu  is 
the  ease  at  present,  I  think  it  therefoie  cImt. 
that  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  ceMiou 
are  complied  vitii  in  the  present  mode  of  >^ 
promlatuig  tlkC  reveniw  an^ng  baa  tiwMiUic 

The  Senator  ftom  Kentucky  (Itr.  OtAT)tskit 
a  fbrther  exception  to  the  rep(»t,  becuM,  in  i 
ringle  sentence,  or  point,  there  is  a  coincidtiiM 
in  thought,  atid  some  similarity  of  Isngnne 
between  it  and  a  report  once  made  by  himadt 
I  see  nolliing  in  this  to  which  exception  shcdd 
be  taken.  It  only  proves  that,  in  my  jirff 
ment,  he  has  thongtat  correctly  open  a  snA 
point  in  relation  to  this  whole  anbjecL  Bat  w 
seys,  although  we  agree  on  one  point,  we  im- 


mediately separate  and  part  again.    Ye^a^. 

"lis  is  true.    We  habitually  differ  on  poUBd 

ibjects,  and  have   done  so  for  neanj  in 


yesM,  except  for  a  tew  sesNons,  when  we ' 
in  the  other  Hoase  of  Congteas.  That  Seoila, 
sir,  has  referred  on  a  former  oecanon,  to  t)it 
first  anttject  of  difference  between  us,  •*hA 
was  reqteoting  the  first  bank  tliatwasehsTtend 
In  the  State  of  Kentnekj.  I  was  a  memtw 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  at  the  tinte  tUi 
corporation  was  esteblished.  A  bill  was  p" 
sented  with  the  imposing  title  "  to  inoorponb 
an  insurance  company,"  net  a  woid  wsi  wd 
in  it  respecting  a  bulk ;  there  wsa,  howtie; 
a  provision  in  it,  that  the  company  nii«fat  iMw 
notes  payable  to  A  B,  or  bearer ;  the  fell  l«* 
ed  withont  opposition;  and  I  have  never  ban 
it  said  by  any  member  of  that  General  Aoffli- 
bly,  that  he  suspected  the  incorporatioii  cf  > 
bank  ww  Intended.  It  was,  as  the  hnwis^ 
Senator  has  stated,  a  fraud  upon  the  lit<^ 
tare.  When  I  returned  to  ue  Legislstnn, ' 
attempted  to  repeal  it  The  bonor^le  Se* 
tor  bEul  then  become  a  member,  I  belief  ^ 
the  first  time.  I  introduced  a  bill  to  effect  aj 
object.  I  relied  in  argument  npoa  the  Im 
that  a  frond  had  been  committed,  and  thit  i» 
Legislature  possessed  the  power  to  repesl  it 
The  Senator,  on  the  other  hand,  relied  op» 
the  eacrednesa  of  the  charter,  and  the  vc^ 
rights  acquired  under  ft.  The  repeeling  »< 
passed  the  Honse,  of  which  we  were  members: 
it  also  pasaed  the  Senate;  bnt  the  Ooventf 
exerdsed  his  veto  power.  It  again  ps«4  , 
House  of  Repreeentatives  by  the  oonstitiilJM*' 
m^ority,  bnt  failed  In  the  Senate  by  two  « 
three  votes.  The  bonk  went  on,  and  I  hM« 
little  more  of  it,  having  ceased  to  be  a  ciU"* 
of  the  State,  until  the  year  1830,  when  1  *» 
sent  by  the  Legislature  of  Teoneaaee  tett»^ 
missioner  to  ttie  Legislature  of  KentackT'  ■* 
aid  in  settling  the  disputed  bonndary  becwt«s 
the  two  States.  I  then  learned  that  a  eitiB> 
of  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  perhsps  J^ 
chnsetts,  had  arrived  in  Kenteeky,  ••>*'>  2 
some  means,  had  acquired  a  control  "^^  ^ 
institotion,  and  had  run  off,  taking  the  «"* 
with  him,  without  leaving  ftinds  to  di»*''5 
ita  oatatanding  debta.    Thus  began  and  ewM 
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the  first  bank  tn  tho  Western  States.  It  came 
into  the  world  b;  fraud,  and  went  ont  of  it  hj 
stcialtb. 

Tho  same  honorable  Senator  sud,  when  I 
made  the  report  now  nuder  diactuaion,  I  did 
nut  even  stand  the  first  fire.  I  Lave  served  in 
tlii3  bodj  with  that  honorable  Senator  aboat 
ten  jeara,  and,  according  to  ray  recollection,  he 
has  never  before  drawn  npon  the  military 
scienoe  for  any  comparison  or  fignre  of  ^)eech. 
Thia  maj  have  been  owing  to  hia  dislike  to 
"military  chieftaini ; "  bnt  now  that  he  has 
enlisted  under  the  banner  of  a  "  military 
chieftain,"  he  has  added  to  his  powers  of  rhet- 
oric all  the  tropes  and  flgarea  that  can  be 
Kathered  from  that  science.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  I  stood  the  first  fire  pretty  well, 
noder  tiie  circnmstances.  In  the  first  place,  I 
bad  no  suspicion  of  an  ambnscade ;  I  consider- 
ed myself  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
-where  nothing  was  practised  bnt  fair,  open, 
manly  warfare.  It  so  happened  in  this  case, 
that,  npon  the  presentation  of  the  report,  the 
Seaator  from  Keutacky  (Mr.  Chittbndeii)  com- 
menced his  Are  npon  me.  I  defunded  myself 
as  well  as  I  could.  Then  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pbbstok)  opened  his  bat- 
teries opon  me.  Next  in  order  came  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey,  (Mr,  Sodtbasd,)  Lnat, 
though  not  least,  the  distingnished  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  (Ur.  Wkbotxx)  came  int« 
the  battle.  The  odds  against  me,  in  point  of 
nninbcra,  were  certaioTy  conBlderable ;  but, 
having  tmth  and  justice  on  my  side,  I  did  not 
feel  that  inferiority,  which,  nnder  different  cir- 
cumstances, I  might  have  experienced.  At 
last  my  gallant  friend  from  Nortii  Carolina 
(Mr.  Bkowh)  came  to  my  assistance,  and,  so 
heavy  a  fire  did  he  o)>en  upon  the  enemy,  that 
I  then  felt  able  to  maintain  the  contest  without 
jielding  a  single  inch  of  gronnd.  Late  in  the 
evening,  when  it  was  almost  dark,  the  Senator 
from  Bahama,  (Mr.  Kino,)  always  jadicions,  re- 
tired ns  IVom  the  field,  and  the  enemy  took 
from  ns  no  spoils  of  victory.  We  carried  with 
OS  the  subject-matter  of  the  war,  and,  on  the 
following  morning,  we  renewed  the  fight;  and 
here  we  nave  been,  day  after  day,  ready  at  all 
times  to  do  battle,  and  have  even  waited  until 
the  rack  and  wounded  should  reoover,  and  the 
aiment  return  and  fill  up  the  ranks  of  our  ad- 
versaries. Sir,  I  delight  to  contend  with  Sen- 
ators; titere  is  something  high  and  noble  in  it. 
IT  I  am  worsted  one  day,  perhaps  npon  the  next, 
victory  may  perch  on  my  standard,  and  if  not, 
then  it  may  at  some  futnre  period ;  and  if  ft 
ihoold  never  come  at  all,  the  conntry  may  sus- 
tain no  detriment,  nor  should  I  experience 
mortification  or  chagrin.  But,  dr,  there  is  an- 
other species  of  attack  abont  which  I  entertain 
Tcry  different  sentiments  and  feelings.  There 
is  another  idasa  of  men  who  have  assailed  this 
report  in  no  measured  terms.  I  mean  those 
letter  writers  who  are  sent  t«  this  place  by 
distant  edltori.  These  men  I  oonsidw  the  bas- 
est and  meanest  of  uuuildiid:  the;  miareprewoit 


and  falsity  every  thing  that  is  done  here ;  mis- 
repreeentstion  and  falsehood  are  their  voostim 
and  livelihood,  and  I  am  told  that  some  of 
them  are  so  degraded  as  to  write  letters  for 
both  sides — that  is,  the  same  writer,  in  describ- 
ing the  same  transaction,  will  say  in  a  letter 
to  a  Federal  paper,  that  "  Mr.  A,  to-day,  mad* 
a  most  splendid  effort  in  tiie  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  His  eloquence  was  so  power- 
ful, that  the  wholeof  the  Demoorado  Senators 
looked  ^hast,  and  were  nnable  to  open  their 
months  in  opposition  to  hiseloonent  efi^sions," 
&c.  So  soon  sa  he  has  sealea  np  this  letter 
and  directed  it,  he  writes  a  letter  to  a  Demo- 
eratio  paper,  in  which  he  annonnces,  that "  this 
was  a  proud  day  for  the  Democracy  of  the 
eonntry.  Mr.  B,  to-day,  did  himself  immortal 
honor ;  he  liter^y  demolished  the  whole  Fed* 
erolphalonxof  the  Senate,"  Ac.,  dec.  As  to  thia 
class  of  individuals,  Mr.  President,  I  have  bat 
a  word  to  say.  With  them  I  will  hold  no  con- 
troversy, and  to  tliem  I  say,  Prooul,  0  /pracul 
ateprofani!  Yes,  sir,  the  farther  off  the  bet- 
ter, for  we  can  hold  no  oommnnion  t(^ther. 

I  come  now  to  the  discnsnon  of  a  snbjeot 
upon  which,  of  all  others,  the  Repnblican  par^ 
has  been  most  misunderstood  enn  most  misrep- 
resented. We  are  charged  with  being  in  favor 
of  an  exdorive  metallic  currency.  This  is  not 
so,  so  far  as  I  understand  the  sentiments  of  the 
oBi\j.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
tiis  letter  to  the  Honorable  Sherrod  Williams, 
distinctly  negatives  this  idea,  so  &r  as  relates 
to  bis  own  opinions.  In  his  late  Message  to 
Congress  notbmg  of  the  kind  is  intimated.  So 
far  irom  it,  he  declares  that,  in  a  country  so 
commercial  as  this,  banks  will  always  exist. 
Reform,  and  not  destruction,  is  the  polio;  in  re- 
gard to  banks,  which  he  reoommends.  I  know, 
full  well,  what  course  has  been  pursued  upon 
this  subject  througbont  the  country.  It  is  to 
charge  us  with  hmding  sentiments  which  we 
do  not  entertain,  and  gravely  urging  on  the 
people  thedangerofsn^  opinions.  I  will  now 
state  what  my  own  opinions  are,  and  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  party  of 
which  I  am  a  member.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
an  exclusive  metollio  onirency ;  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  and  silver  can 
be  procured  and  retMned  in  the  ooontry  to 
sapply  an  adequate  idronlatiiig  medinm  for  the 
oommerce,  the  wants,  and  enterpriae  of  dio 
community ;  but  I  am  anxioos  to  see  the  dron- 
Istion  of  small  notes  suppressed  by  those  who 
possess  the  power  to  do  so.  We  possess  no 
snch  power ;  that  l>e1ongs  alone  to  the  States. 
If  small  notes  were  banished  from  olrcnlation, 
gold  and  silver  would  fill  np  the  vacuum  thus 
produced,  and  in  this  way  specie  would  be  in- 
troduced and  used  in  ordinary  duly  tranaao> 
tions ;  while  hank  notes  or  other  paper  would 
be  used  in  larger  dealings.  It  is  diffloolt  to  say 
how  far  this  reformation  shonld  go,  or  how  fit 
it  should  be  extended.  I  can  only  lay  down 
the  principle  npon  which  I  am  willing  to  act, 
and  Mave  to  otben,  more  akiUed  in  the  mone- 
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tArj  and  fioBncial  sSain,  to  ftamlil)  ths  details 
If  ft  sofBdent  mdodqI  of  gold  and  silver  et"  ' 
procured  to  fbmiah  a  cirDnlatton  for  all 
under  t«D  dollars,  I  am  willing  that  all  bank 
notes  nnder  that  demmluation  afaoald  be  bsn- 
lahed  from  coiiimon  ase ;  1  am  willing  OTeo  to 
go  farther.  If  the  aioonnt  of  gold  and  silver 
be  suf6cient  to  furnish  an  adeqnat«  dreolation 
nnder  tweoty  dollani,  I  am  willing  to  go  to  that 
anionnt  Were  this  done,  the  benefits  oriung 
Ihjnt  it  vonld  at  once  be  apparent;  all  the 
laboring  olassos  of  the  eommnnitr  woald  re- 
ceive gold  and  silver  for  their  labor;  nor  would 
they  be  liable  to  the  fhinds  and  jropontions 
incident  to  bank  paper.  If  gold  and  silver 
were  in  olrcnlation,  and  a  preBsnre  made  npoi 
the  banks,  this  oirenlation  woold  be  oalleii  U 
their  relief,  to  a  eertwn  extent.  The  utility 
of  a  mixed  currency,  sneh  as  that  of  which  I 
■peak,  is  proved  in  England  by  the  fact  that, 
when  five  pound  Dot«8  are  the  lowest  that 
isBOed,  there  is  no  want  of  specie  for  the  ci 
mon  bnsineas  tronsaotlona  of  the  community. 
Pnrther,  I  wish  to  see  banks  regulated  tliroagh 
the  agency  of  the  State  Legislstnres,  so  as  to 
compel  thero  to  be  honest.  In  other  words,  I 
woDld  place  them  under  the  empire  of  the 
laws,  and  whenever  they  ceased  to  answer  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  created,  they 
should  cease  to  exist. 

What  I  have  said  relates  to  the  general  hud- 
ness  of  the  country,  not  to  the  fiscal  operationi 
of  the  Government — what  we  dedre  Is  to  see 
safe  bankins ;  that  is,  that  the  banks  shall  be 
BO  condnctea  and  managed  that  the  holder  of 
bank  note  shall  be  snre  of  his  money  when  he 
wants  or  demands  it.  Neither  is  the  Repub- 
lican party  aKainsC  the  credit  system.  We  only 
wish  a  sound  credit  system.  We  do  not  wish 
to  see  the  banks  issuing  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars 
in  paper  fbr  one  which  they  may  have  in  their 
vaults  in  specie ;  nor  do  we  wbh  to  see  men 
■nbscribe  for  bank  stock,  and  pay  it  in,  and 
then  take  it  all  out  oh  their  stock  notes,  as  has 
been  frequently  done ;  nor  shonld  banks,  In  our 
view,  be  engaged  in  cotton  or  roercaotilo  specu- 
lations of  any  kind;  all  snch  adventures  en- 
danger their  note  holders,  and  render  their 
creditors  insecure.  If  they  would  confine  them- 
selves to  their  Intimate  business,  tliat  is,  loan- 
Ing  money  or  their  notes,  and  purchasing  and 
•elliog  bills  of  exchange,  their  profits  would 
be  ample,  although  their  discounts  eboidd  be 
oonflned  within  proper  and  safe  limits  Men 
skilled  in  banking  say  that,  generally,  a  bank 
may  safely  loan  two  or  three  dollars  for  one  of 

rie  in  its  vaults.  Is  not  this  profit  enough  I 
every  hundred  dollars  specie  in  bank, 
twelve  or  eighteen  per  cent,  may  be  received 
by  the  circulation  of  its  bills;  that  is,  tf  I  loan 
a  hundred  dollars  to  tny  neighbor,  six  per  cent, 
is  all  that  I  can  receive  according  to  the  laws 
of  most  of  the  States,  bnt  it  instead  of  this,  I 
vest  it  in  bank  stock,  I  will  receive,  so  far  as 
specie  gives  circntatnon,  twelve,  fifteen,  or 
eighteen  per  cent.    When  such  privUegea  are 


granted,  snrdy  honeatT'  and  pouctndlty  ihmU 
beenforoed. 

The  measnra  now  propoaed  is  to  give  tbi 
revenne  arWog  from  the  poblio  lands  to  be  axd 
fbrlmproTemantsaiiK»gtiMBtMaa;  andnule* 
some  other  means  be  reaorted  tu^  yon  mM 
raise  the  tariff  to  make  vp  tb«  defieteocy  in  Ibi 
revenue.  Now,  I  aak,  ia  tfa<T«  a  nan  in  tfaii 
country,  who  is  not  for  otb«r  reason*  is  htt 
of  a  high  tariff,  that  will  aaaent  to  Host  Tk 
effect  will  be,  M  has  been  deariy  proven  br 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampaliira,  (llr.  On- 
auto,}  that  the  pe^  <a  th«  United  Slates,  k 
the  States,  will  receive  fi«m  thia  GovennDcnl 
ttotn  three  to  three  and  a  half  milliims  of  ^ 
larv,  and  then  pay  back  the  same  amoont,  win 
the  inoresfla  of  Uie  coat  and  hazard  at  ndke- 
tion ;  that  is  to  s^ :  for  every  dollar  tim  ds- 
tHbnt«d,  a  dollar  and  twelve  and  a  hil( « 
twenty-five  cents,  will  have  to  be  rrtwo'i 
It  Is  said,  however,  tbst  we  can  make  ap  Ibi 
deficiency  in  various  ways.  The  first  »W 
has  been  proposed  is  a  dnty  on  imported  alb; 
this  du(^  wonld  be  right,  and  I  regret  thai  ib« 
other  Houee,  whi<^  oau  alwie  ori^nate  s  m 
upon  this  ralject,  has  not  aent  one  to  tiai 
effect  to  this  body ;  for  lorn  anxionatotcetLx 
duty  imposed ;  but  my  opialtn  io,  that  all  tliit 
accrues  from  this  adffitional  aooree  of  rensM 
wiU  be  needed  on  aooonnt  of  the  rapid  ledurtun 
of  the  revenue  from  onsttHna  nnder  tba  cc^ 
pramlte  act. 

It  is  urged,  in  the  next  place,  that  a  poriiM 
of  the  army,  a  part  of  the  mounted  men,  *'"|^ 
now  consists  of  two  regiments,  might  be  Q'f 
charged.  This  is  not  a  time  to  redDcethemu- 
tary  force  of  the  oonntry.  Tho  war  in  H"'™ 
is  sdll  going  on,  and  if  any  porUon  of  the  ttttOj* 
should  be  withdrawn,  the  inhabitants  of  tbu 
Territory,  the  men,  women,  and  obildrtn,  vu 
be  more  exposed  to  the  rifle,  the  tomahsi'L 
and  the  Bcalpiog-knife,  tiian  th^  now  if^ 
Besides,  we  have  a  very  serioos  controvenT 
with  Great  Britain  respeeting  our  North-east^ 
boundary ;  and  the  negotiationB,  aoUru  ti^T 
have  l>een  made  public,  do  not  [»omite  s>t4 
speedy  and  amicable  aqinstnent  of  that  du' 
floulty.  Further,  we  have  on  our  ffe*"™ 
frontier,  B<yoining  the  Slates  of  Miaoun  »»o 
Arkansas,  many  powerfbl  tribes  of  IndiaD4  »^ 
we  should  be  more  savage  than  the  »'**** 
themselves,  were  we  to  tail  in  famisbiag  ^ 
adequate  militaiy  force  to  repel  and  instsoW 
put  down  any  hostile  movement  which  tbcj 
might  make  npon  that  exposed  frontier.  TW 
Government,  in  carrying  out  what  I  "*'• 
always  considered  a  wise  policy,  has  conrt'^ 
trated  npon  the  borders  of  these  two  Stw* 
■'     Indian  tribes  that  were  scattered  ibfoogj" 

the  country.  We  have  created  *^'?J 
posure  to  danger  in  that  qnorter,  and  are  t)*^^ 
ibre  bound,  1^  every  obTiRation,  oonstit'i"''''/'' 
and  moral,  to  protect  the  Innabitanta  ogsinrt  l^ 
Toduced  by  oor  own  aola.  Bo  strffl*^ 
the  dnty  which  rests  npon  the  Go»e»* 
this  sat^aot,  that  I  am  not  only  iw*'"' 
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BODtble  grcnmd  for  the  apprehension  of  d&nger 
ihill  be  ahovD,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  «dj 
imoant  of  force  which  maj  be  daemed  necea- 
terj  Xa  lepel  or  remove  all  apprehension  of 
du^er.  It  ia  Uie  dntf  bf  this  Government  to 
proUct  everj  portion  of  the  oonutrj,  bat  thu 
tronUer  in  a  more  especial  manner. 

It  is  farther  wd  that  onr  diplomatic  corps 
A  foreigD  conrts  gbonld  be  reduced.  Our  for- 
eign relations  have  been  m>  ablf  and  bo  saocess- 
fotl;  managed,  daring  the  last  tea  years,  that 
I  shoald  be  nnwilling  to  see  any  change,  nnlew 
Boroe  agent  were  designated  and  shown  to  be 


An  argament  is  drawn  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenne  arising  tram  the  sales 
oi  the  pnblio  londa,  frnm  the  foot  that  a  bill  is 
upon  the  tahle  in  the  Benate,  giving  to  the  new 
Kates  the  di^toution  of  the  Uods  within  their 
limits,  and  snrrendering  to  them  one-half  of 
the  proceeds  for  their  expense  ia  making  the 
sales,  and  for  transacting  sneh  an  agency.    It 
is  tme  that  the  Beoator  from  South  Carolina 
(Vr.  Cii.HOim)  has  iatrodnoed  sach  a  bill,  and 
it  is  also  true  that  it  is  free  from  the  constitn- 
tional  objection  which  attaches  to  the  project 
of  distribntion ;  but  whether  it  will  meet  with 
favor  or  not  is  jet  to  be  asowtdned.    For  mj- 
ie\t,  I  am  inolmed  to  tliisk  that  it  will  not. 
My  present  impression  is,  that  the  system  now 
in  operaUon  shonld  be  continued,  with  the 
variotioDB  which  I  will  now  mention — and  I  will 
observe  that  the  opinions  I  mu  abont  to  express 
are  not  of  recent  (late,  bat  those  I  have  enter- 
tained ever  nnce  I  l^ve  arrived  at  manhood, 
and  that  I  urged  them  during  the  first  session 
at  which  I  took  my  aeat  in  the  Senate.    I  am 
an  advocate  for  pre-etnptlooen  and  pre-einptdon 
rights.     By  ohuiging  oi^-labcvecB  and  tenants 
into  freehMders,  an  opentiun  is  efiMed  which 
makea  each  indlvidnu  more  of  a  man,  and  more 
attached  to  bis  conntry ;  it  derates  him  from 
a  neceesitons  ritnatioo  to  a  more  exalted  and 
indopendMt  staUon ;  he  enjoys  the  benefits  of 
the  whde  prooeeda  of  hia  l^>or,  and  there  ia 
no  divinon  of  hiseanings  between  Uraself  and 
a  landlord  or  a  taskmaster.    What  he  makes  is 
his  own,  and  he  ean  rear  np  his  family  in  a  free 
air,  and  with  an  independent  spirit.    So  thor- 
ongfaly  am  I  persnaded  of  this,  that  I  wonld 
be  willing  to  hold  ont  indncements  to  tboee 
who  novr  reside  in  the  old  States,  and  are  un- 
able  to   aoqnire  a  fi'eeliold,  to  go  to  the  far 
Vest,  and  obtain  an  independence  at  a  moderate 
price.     I  shonld  l>e  inclined  to  say  to  all  sn^ 
as  may  settle  on  the  pnblie  lands,  and  show  by 
a  continued  residenoe  a  determination  to  be 

Crnianent  settlers,  that  they  ihonld  have  the 
ids  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  or  even  leaa.  And 
I  ask,  <why  shonld  we  not  be  liberal  to  those 
wlio  go  to  the  fkr  West  to  better  their  fortoneef 
They  are  bone  of  onr  bone,  and  flesh  of  onr 
flesh  ;  and  if  any  of  the  citiz^is  of  Tennessee 
wihh  to  go,  I  repeit  the  langaage  which  I  nsed 


[Much,  1810. 

npon  a  former  oooasion :  "  Qo  and  be  happy, 
and  may  the  God  of  all  merdes  protect  and 
prosper  yon."  I  would  grodnate  tiie  price  of 
the  pnbliQ  lands;  I  would  not  cuutinne  the 
abaord  practice  of  reqniriog  as  high  a  sum  for 
poor  as  for  rich  lands-  Bnt  let  this  plan  of 
distribntioa  prevail,  and  no  settler  need  expect 
a  pre-emption  right,  nor  will  the  gredoation 
of  price  ever  be  effected.  In  short,  I  conuder 
this  project  of  distribntion  as  the  deadliest  blow 
that  oonld  be  stmck  to  the  prosperity  and 
advancement  of  the  new  States;  therefore,  if 
there  were  no  other  reaaon,  I  shonld  oppose  iL 

Ur.  President,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  views 
npon  this  subject.  I  am  a  Western  man ;  I 
was  reared  from  my  infancy  among  that  de- 
Boriptlon  of  men  whose  cause  I  advocate ;  I 
know  their  bravery  in  war,  and  honesty  in 
peace.  When  onr  country  needs  soldiers,  they 
are  the  men  safest  to  be  looked  to ;  aud,  when 
money  is  needed,  they  will  contribnte  wh^ 
they  have  with  a  free  gpod  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Ur.  Obittkit- 
dkn)  aahs.  "  What  father  wonld  not  give  a 
portion  of  his  property  to  save  a  member  of 
his  family  from  ruin  4  "  I  answer,  none.  Bat, 
in  sdch  case,  the  father  gives  his  own  property, 
which  he  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  at  his  pleas- 
.nre ;  bnt  we  ore  asked  to  give  property  and 
money  which  we  hold  in  trust  for  other  puis 
poses,  and  have  no  oonatltntional  right  to  dis- 
pose of  according  to  onr  will  and  pleasu^. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Phblps^  says 
that  this  report  is  confiiBed  and  indistinct,  mtro- 
dnoing  different  subjects,  and  blending  them  to. 
gether.  Not  BO ;  the  fhult  is  not  in  uje  report 
but  in  those  who  thus  read  iL  The  first  part 
of  the  report  has  exdiuive  reference  to  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the  General 
Gorernmeot ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
pnblio  lands,  or  the  rarenne  arising  from  them ; 
and  ao  it  is  with  the  reeolntionB :  the  first  three 
relate  esolosivdy  to  the  aasmnption  of  tlie 
State  debts,  and  the  fomih  to  the  pnblio  lands 
and  the  revenne  arising  therefrom.  He  asks, 
what  is  meant  by  the  terms  "itnwt"  and  "tn- 
dirtet "  in  the  first  resolution  t  Uy  answer  is, 
that  a  direet  ossnmption  is  an  absolute  promise 
to  pay ;  indirect,  is  a  guarantee  or  a  conditional 
promise,  or  any  other  form  or  mode  of  assamp- 
tl<»i,  by  which  the  United  States  might  become 
ultimately  responsible.  He  further  says  he 
cannot  vote  for  or  agunst  the  resolutions  with- 
out subjecting  himself  to  misrepresentation. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  this  misrepresentation  will 
not  grow  ont  of  the  report  or  resolutions — 
they  are  pl^n,  distinct,  and  eamly  nnderstood; 
and  1  can  tell  the  honcvable  Senator  that,  if  he 
expects  to  esci^M  misrepresentation,  he  will  be 
more  fortunate  than  most  members  of  this 
honorable  body.  He,  and  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  (Hr.  Ukkdisson,)  both  lay  that, 
if  I  will  prove  that  this  Government  had  the 
constitnljonal  right  to  pnrohase  and  pay  for 
Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  ont  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  pnblio  lands,  they  will  then  show  that 
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Oongreag  can  diqtose  oS  the  pnblio  mone; 
KcoordiDg  to  their  will  and  pleasure.  These 
honorable  Senators  moBt  excuse  me  for  not 
ftttemptioK  to  shotr  the  power  and  Uie  right  to 

SarchBse  Louisiana  and  Ui6  floridas ;  J  re^wct- 
illf  decline  all  argameut  on  tLat  aobject.  I 
will  not  attempt  to  proTO  that  three  aoverdsn 
and  independent  States  are  oonstitotionallf 
amoagus;  I  will  notoffend  the  peopleofthese 
States  hj  an  argument  to  prove  that  they  are 
properly  a  part  and  portion  of  this  Confeder- 
acT ;  I  will  not  insult  aiz  honorable  Senators 
by  an  effort  to  show  that  they  ore  rishtfiilly 
members  of  l^ia  honorable  body.  I  feel  aston- 
iahed  tbat  the  honorable  member  from  Ifisma- 
rippi  (Hr.  HsyDBBSOv}  should  jwn  in  this 
inquiry  and  soggeetion :  he  and  his  State  stand 
closely  allied  and  cooaected  with  tbe  enlyeet 
of  this  iaqniry.  Hia  State  was  also  purchased, 
and  BO  was  Alabama,  by  tbe  General  Ooveni- 
ment.  The  only  diSbreoce  is  this :  that  Loais- 
iana,  Arkansas,  and  Misaonri,  were  purchased 
from  a  foreign  Government;  fais  State,  and  the 
State  of  Alabama,  were  purchased  from  Geor- 

S'  a,  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  He  ought, 
erefore,  to  be  careful  how  he  raises  questions 
of  this  sort,  and  ask  for  discnsaions  npon  them. 
For  my  part,  I  go  npon  the  decision  of  the 
Goremment  of  my  coontry;  it  has  settled, 
these  questions  loDg  since,  and  being  no  agitator, 
I  will  not  agitate  uiem  here. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  it  Is  that  thb 
report  has  been  treated  with  more  severity  than 
usual.  It  has  coat  tbe  gentlemen  on  the  other 
nde  of  the  Senate  no  labor ;  if  any  reputation 
is  to  be  lost,  it  will  fall  upon  its  author,  and  the 
committee  who  approved  it.  It  may,  however, 
be  that  a  favorite  scheme  or  plan  of  operations 
is  broken  in  upon,  and  defeated  by  it.  I  have 
lately  seen  in  the  National  InteUigencer  statis- 
tical tables,  showing  how  much  Uie  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryltuid,  and  the  different  coun- 
ties in  eaph  of  these  States,  wonld  receive 
tmder  the  distribution  land  bill ;  bat,  st  the 
same  time,  not  one  word  was  said  in  that  print, 
showing  the  effects  that  wonld  be  produced  by 
ench  a  uistribation.  Now  this  report  fully  and 
clearly,  in  my  o|>lnlon,  demonstrates  not  only 
tlie  iqjnsttce,  the  inexpediency,  and  the  nnoon- 
stitutionolity  of  the  aasamption  of  tbe  State 
debts,  but  that  if  tbe  cupidity  of  the  honest, 
independent,  and  high-minded  people  of  this 
country  is  t«  be  appealed  to,  (whion  waa  evi- 
dently the  desi^  of  these  pubhcations,)  even 
then  the  disbihntiou  of  the  land  revenue 
would  increase,  instead  of  lighten,  the  tHudeoa 
of  the  communis. 

The  Beoator  from  Eontuoky,  (Ur.  Obittkii- 
SXN,)  in  his  ocnnmentaries  on  the  report,  asserts 
that  we  are  for  an  exclusive  mctailio  cnrreney ; 
and  that  we  are  making  war  upon  tbe  banks. 
1  have  already  endeavored  to  show  that  in  both 
tbeee  particniats,  snch  aocusotioos  are  un- 
founded. It  is  true  we  woold,  if  we  could,  make 
bonks  honest;  bntthe  power  to  do  so  rests  only 
with  l^e  Statee;  they  bave  creat«d  them,  and 


they  alone  can  regnlate  and  oontrol  tbem.  The 
same  Senator  asks  what  difference  thera  is  be- 
tween borrowing  money  from  the  lords  of  Eog- 
land,  and  l>orrowing  it  from  our  own  citiaensl 
a  doilar  is  a  dollar,  no  matter  where  it  comes 
ttaai  H  To  my  mind  the  difference  ia  very  pal- 
pable. If  money  be  borrowed  from  our  owa 
oitizeas,  the  annual  interest  remains  in  thii 
country ;  it  is  still  among  us,  and  constatutei  a 
part  of  the  nation's  wealth ;  hut  if  it  be  bur- 
rowed in  Europe,  and  tbe  interest  be  annnally 
sent  to  &e  foreign  capitalists  who  loaned  it, 
then  the  wealth  of  t^is  country  ia  diminislMd 
to  that  amount.  If  two  hundred  tnillitMis  d 
State  Imnda  be  held  by  for«gn  capitalists,  it 
will  take  ten  millions  of  dollars  annnally,  at  five 
per  cent,  to  pay  the  interest.  And  this  drain 
IS  constantly  made,  year  by  year,  from  tbe  pro- 
ductive industry  of  this  country ;  in  eliort,  it  it 
a  tax  upon  U)e  labor  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  one-tenth  of  all  tbdi 
anrplus  prodactiona.  This  I  view  as  a  very 
serious  evil,  and  one  that  ought  not  to  be  eu- 
conrnged  or  promoted. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  learned  from  the  newt- 
papers,  and  with  regret,  that  in  another  bodj, 
the  subject  of  the  Fresidential  election  wm 
brought  into  discussion.  1  did  hope  and  ezpetf 
that  we,  at  least,  should  hear  nothing  of  it  in 
thia  honorable  body;  but  I  have  been  mis- 
taken. It  has  been  introdnced  here ;  and  the 
Senator  frvm  Kentucky,  (Ur  CaiTTtssvtsi 
thoDgh  he  disclaims  the  character  of  a  propbcl, 
baa  ventured  to  predict,  tbat  the  days  of  tlw 
present  dominant  party  are  numbered.  I  have 
often  heard  the  same  thing  said  befora,  but  tbe 
prophecy  has  often  ^ed ;  and  I  have  no  doobt 
It  will  fdl  again. 

This  sbows4iow  eqiielly  happineas  ia  distrib- 
Dted  among  men  in  this  life.  The  'Whigs,  m 
tbey  call  themselves,  are  always  Tictoriom 
before  the  battle ;  tbe  Repubiioons  are  ao,  wbco 
the  battle  comes;  and  from  this  time  tmlH 
November,  we  shall  hear  muoh  of  caroassl^ 
marching  and  oountemiaroliing,  with  bannen 
displayed,  thronghont  oar  country.  They  an 
happy  in  antifflpation  of  sucoeae ;  the  Repnbli- 
oans  are  BO  in  actual  sncoess.  Sir,  the  Whigs 
constitute  the  most  hoping  and  hopeful  patty 
that  ever  existed  in  any  oonntry.  Titer  may 
well  appropriate  to  their  own  use  tbe  ides,  if 
not  the  language,  of  the  poet : 


■WlSJi' 


■pclDgt  ctecnil  In  Ilia  WlilnWi  bnul : 
tn,  bat  ilwij*  to  bp,  MMt-~ 


But  the  same  honorable  Senator  tells  us  thit 
1  light  rising  in  the  West,  which  inspires 


honorable  Senator  will  look,  some  time  hence, 
he  will  discover  tbat  he  has  mistaken  for  a 
substantial  Inmioary,  a  small  tranaent  meteor, 
nbidi  has  exploded,  and  left  no  trace  bdind. 
Bat  I  hoKB  seen  a  light  arise  in  the  West-,  and 
so  brilliant  was  it,  that  it  dimmed  and  obscured 
all  the  leaser  lights  around  it;    it  saoeaded 
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higher  and  bigber,  until  it  reached  the  me- 
ridun ;  there  it  remained  rtatioaarr  for  a  time ; 
to  efiblgent  wu  i^  that  it  irra4tated  this  whole 
continent;    Its  rsjs  crowed  the  Atlimttc,  and 


-vhereTer  ofviliEed  man  dwelL  Bat  that  light 
is  fast  deeoending  In  the  Vest ;  it  liaa  ainiast 
reached  the  borinm,  and  will  aooD  be  beyond 
the  right  of  mortoti.  Hr.  President,  you  and 
I  shalfnever  aee  its  like  agun ;  we  are  too  old. 
Saoh  ligbta  do  not  riait  oar  earth  but  at  rare 
and  long  interraK  I  need  not  Mr  to  the 
Senate,  or  to  this  andience,  that  the  indiTtdnal 
I  have  deecribed,  nnder  ^e  fipnre  introdnced 
b?  the  Benator  from  Kentnokr,  is  Andrew  Jack- 
son, the  pride  and  glorj  of  onr  coontrj.  When 
impartiHl  bistorj  snail  hare  faiChfUly  performed 
its  office,  the  aged  men  of  after  times  will  point 
hitn  oat  to  their  ohildren  as  a  man  to  be  imitat- 
ed, but  not  be  equalled. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  some  of  the 
remarks  made  bj  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
(Ur.  Tallhadob.)  Be  says,  this  land  was  snr- 
tendered  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Btates — 
therefore  Um  proceeds  ma^  be  distributed  to 
all.  But  tiiia  land  was  anrrendered  to  the  Oon- 
federse;  of  Stat«a,  not  to  the  State*  eeparately 
and  indiridnallj.  The  right  to  impose  dntiea 
on  imports  belonged  to  each  State,  within  its 
own  territory.  Ihis  ri^t  was  anrrendered  to 
the  Federal  QoTemment ;  and  the  States  oonld 
now  claim,  with  the  same  propriety  and  reason, 
a  distribntion  of  the  monejs  arising  from  ira- 
posts,  and  the  daim  wonld  be  as  well  foanded 
as  that  which  is  now  asserted  with  respect  to 
the  pabtio  londa. 

That  gentleman  sa^s  that  the  debt  of  the 
Btate  of  New  York  is  over-estlmatad  by  the 
committee ;  and  this  he  attempts  to  prove,  by 
ssying  that  the  State  has  a  fbnd  set  apart  to 
discharge  a  portion  of  ber  debt,  and  good  and 
niffident  secnrity  for  another  ■ptxt  of  it.  This 
is  a  novel  modeof  proTiug  that  a  debt  does  not 
exist:  the  gentleman's  statement  only^oes  to 
show  that  means  of  payment  are  provided — 
not  that  the  debt  does  not  exist.  If  yon,  Mr. 
President,  have  m7  note  for  a  tbonaaud  dollars, 
and  I  have  money  to  the  same  amount  looked 
np  in  my  desk,  with  which  I  mean  to  diaeharge 
my  obligation,  am  I  not  still  indebted  to  yon  for 
a  tbonaand  dollars  nntU  I  shall  pay  yon  t  The 
Senator  miatakea  the  abilHjr  to  pay  for  non- 


BOUBE  OT  BZPEKaXNTATIVEB. 

TrnmoAX,  March  6. 
yim  Jeney  Contatei  EUetitm, 
Ur.  Camphkll,  from  the  Ckimmittee  of  Eieo- 
tioDs,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolntion 
of  the  Honse  of  the  28th  nit.,  dirootins  said 
committee  to  report  forthwith  to  the  Hoose, 
which  five  of  the  ten  candidates  for  seata  aa 
RepresentatiTes  tnm  the  State  of  New  Jersej. 
had  reoelTed  the  greatest  oomber  of  lawftl 


leMd  StcUat.  '  [ItABCB,  IBM. 

votes  at  the  late  election  in  that  State,  made 
a  detailed  report  thereon,  conolnding  with 
stating  that  Measrs.  Dicebbsos,  Vboox,  Killb, 
Rtall,  and  Ooofbb,  had  received  the  greateat 
number  of  lawful  votes. 

BEPORT  OK  THE  NEW  JERSEY  CONTESTED 

ELECTION. 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  uf  BepreaeatatiTcs,  on  tho  SSth  nlliino, 
instructiog  Che  Ckimmittee  of  Elec^oiia  to  "  re- 
port forthwith  which  Ave  of  the  ten  Indlvidusla 
claiming  acsts  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  lawful  rotes  from 
the  whole  State  for  Rcprasentativcs  in  the  Con- 
gresa  of  the  United  States  at  the  election  of 
1B88,  in  said  State,  with  sU  Che  evidence  of  that 
fact  in  their  posseasioo :  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  coatuned  shall  be  so  oonstrued  sa  to  pre- 
vent or  delay  the  action  of  said  committee  in 
taking  testimony  or  deciding  the  said  esse  upon 
the  meriia  of  the  eleotioo."  The  conunlttee 
snbmit  the  followiog 

REPORT: 
While  the  committee,  from  the  conmenceroent 
of  Its  labors  In  this  Importsiit  case,  have  been 
sctoaled  by  the  most  anxious  dedre  to  do  Jus^ce 
to  the  io^vidual  claimants,  to  the  ancient  and 
honorable  State  for  whose  service  they  are  main- 
laining  an  animated  contest,  and  to  tbe  whole 
American  people,  who  bare  a  deep  and  abiding  in- 
terest in  preserving  tbe  purity  of  elections;  and 
while,  for  securing  so  vuuable  a  result,  the  com- 
mittee bad  marked  cot  a  course  eomewbat  differ- 
ent from  that  which  seems  now  to  be  preBoribed 
by  Cbe  House,  they  cheerfully  yield  to  Its  authority; 
and  BO  far  as  they  can  ascertain  its  InCention,  they 
have  no  other  inclination  than  to  ^ve  it  smpie  and 
speedy  effect. 

The  committee,  however,  have  enconntered  no 
inconsiderable  difficulty  in  harmoniiing  all  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  with  that  intention,  which, 
from  the  circumstutces  of  the  case,  as  well  as  from 
the  more  prominent  cUnses  of  the  resolution  itself, 
they  must  uoderstand  to  have  governed  the  action 
of  the  House,  To  cive  every  word  in  ttie  resolution 
the  full  force  of  aliCerai  In Cerpretadon,  would  be, 
perhaps,  to  raise  such  a  conflict  between  tbe  parts 
as  (o  disable  tbe  whole.  But  instead  of  scpsrating 
it  into  parts,  the  whole  resolatlon  sbould  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  expression  to  a  distinct  intention, 
which  is  capable  of  being  ascertained  and  effectu- 
ated. As  a  portion  of  the  Hoosf,  tbe  members  of 
the  committee  are  not  ignorant  of  the  importance 
that  was  atcscbed  to  the  Insertion  of  the  word 
"  Uuful"  before  the  word  "voltj,"  in  the  resolution. 
Nor  can  they  overlook  the  fact  that  connected  with 
the  propodtioo  lo  Insert,  was  the  motion  to  strike 
out  anoUier  word,  utterly  inconeiatent  with  that 
broad  and  searching  InTeBtintlon  which  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  "lawfid  (without  reference  to 
other  expressions  In  the  resolution,  or  to  the  pos- 
ture of  the  cue  Itself)  woold  seem  to  demand. 

The  House  had  referred  to  the  comoJttee  the 
whole  snbject-matter  of  the  controversy,  and  with 
it  a  miss  of  testimony  having  no  application  to 
any  inqniry,  short  of  tlie  merits  of  the  election.  The 
committee  bad,  as  was  well  known  to  the  House, 
entered  upon  this  Inquiry,  and  had  adopted  such 
mesanree   fi>r  the   procarMnent   of  testim<Kiy  aa 
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woDld  probftblj  prabe  to  the  con  «ll  fnudi  mi  il- 
legali^ei.  Id  tha  prDMontion  of  tbi>  invcMlgUIoD 
a  del»7  had  occurred,  the  deplorable  eflecLs  of 
which  were  u  nuuiifeit  to  the  eonu^ttee  u  to  the 

When  the  propoeltloii  to  Initroct  wm  origiiudlj 
introduced  as  aa  sneiidnieiit  to  the  imljcation 
with  which  the  committee  hkd  come  before  the 
Eouse,  iu  inleot  was  cleir  that  ft  report  riioold  be 
iiDiTiediiitel;  made  of  the  names  of  thoae  who  had 
receiTed  the  greatcat  euinber  of 
ConfreaMOul  election  in  New  Jene^.  If  anj 
thing  more  waa  wauling  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
thi«  DTopoiition,  it  la  to  be  round  in  the  prorifc 
wllkb  WM  added,  and  which  clearly  indicated  that 
the  ac^n  which  the  Bouse  waa  moved  to  demaod, 
did  not  contemplate  an  interference  with  the  coarse 
adopted  by  the  committee  for  the  "taking  of  teiii- 
monp,  and  deciding  thi  cati  upon  tht  nuriit  of  tAi 

Under  these  circumltancea,  if  the  propodtiOD  to 
■trike  out  the  word  "forthwith,"  and  insert  the 
word  "iow/W,"  had  fully  succeeded,  there  would 
bUII  have  remained  that  prominent  clause  of  provi- 
to;  and  it  might  weliliara  been  understood,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  omia^on  of  the  word  "farth- 
leith,"  tlie  Hooae  dealred  an  immediate  report;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  the  insertion  of  the  word 
^^la^ul"  the  House  conMmidated  that  the  report 
■lioiud  be  independent  of  teslimoDy,  now  under  the 
procuB  of  being  obtained,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
ciding the  election  upon  its  merits. 

Upon  what  basis,  then,  could  ancb  a  report  be 
constracted?  Uaaifestly  not  upon  the  partial,  in- 
conclusive, and  incompetent  testimony,  as  to  the 
legality  of  rotes  now  in  the  possession  of  the  comnit- 
tee.  Tbe  House  cannot  have  contemplated  a  re- 
port, involiing  an  inTcsUgation  of  tbe  ballot  boiea, 
without  allowing  time  or  opportnnlty  for  that  in- 
Tsstigation  to  be  thorough. 

At  the  same  time,  tbe  committee  cannot  entirely 
orerlook  the  word  "Jau^,"  or  strike  that  from  tbe 
resolution  which  waa  inserted  upon  a  contest  so 
dose  as  to  require  a  casting  vote  fbr  its  decisian. 
TAA  this  word  stand  ^sconnected  with,  or  nnqoaii- 
fied  by,  the  rarioas  conaiderationa  already  alloded 
to,  no  doubf  could  Im  eetertklned  as  to  lis  elTect. 
It  would  lead  to  a  tboroogh  and  Snal  pnrgation  of 
the  poUs,  and  wonld  delay  a  report  to  that  period, 
to  which  it  waa  wall  known  to  the  House  that  the 
committee  had  postpwed  a  decidon  apon  the  qaes- 
doo  of  ultimate  rigbt. 

niere  is  but  one  other  basis  left,  and  that  is  the 
prima  facit  caae  npon  tbe  letnma  of  the  local  oS- 
cen  of  tbe  aerenl  polls ;  and,  the  nature  of  the  con- 
troreny  taken  into  conoderation,  it  can  scarcely 
be  doubted  that  to  this  basis  the  resolution  looked. 

If  this  concludoD  mlefal  reasonably  bate  been 
readied,  in  the  erent  of  the  complete  and  coctbI 
saaceas  of  the  motions  to  Btrike  out  and  insert,  how 
mtich  more  eaniy  is  it  attained  wfaen  tbe  resolution 
is  found  armed  with  the  pungent  word  "  forlAitith," 
qidckening  tbe  action  of  the  committee,  and  declaring 
opporiliOQ  to  tbe  long  delay  whidi  bad  been  fouM 
insHMraUe  from  a  tlwrougb  inTcatigatiMi  into  the 
Iw^  J  of  tbe  vottf. 

If,  therefore,  the  word  "  lawftd,"  stitroanded  as  it 
Is  by  erery  tluug  which  negatires  tbe  idea  of  a  mere 
adherence  to  the  original  oooite  OC  the  committee, 
can  be  made  to  hannmiae  with  the  context  of  the 
naolatian,  and  the 


[aenCoa 

adopted,  by  every  ammd  rale  of  MoatraetiM,  lU 
end  should  rather  be  attained  by  limiting  the  mtur 
ing  of  that  word,  than  by  betiding  the  teiaoa  ud 
language  of  all  the  rest  (if  that  were  possible}  W  ia 
strongest  and  ampleet  aigniScation. 

Tbe  committee  ore  tberefoie  of  of^mi  thit  Ibt; 
correctiy  constme  that  word  with  the  conteit,  wtm 
they  limit  its  signification  to  that  prima  fatii  b(- 
(tilnea  of  votes  which  arises  upon  their  lectplia 
at  polls  held  in  confonmty  with  law ;  and  in  Iba 
limiting  its  rignification,  they  feel  themsclTca  b» 
tiined  by  tbe  general  language  and  s|uiit  tS  On 
resolution,  and  by  the  dtoation  of  tbe  case  iladC 

The  comvitUe  are  omflrmed  in  thia.coDUmaioD, 
and  the  coone  conseqoatt  Ibeieon,  by  tbe  ouada- 
ation  that  any  judgment  locking  bejMid  the  bee  of 
tbe  poUa,  wbiiji  they  might  base  upon  tbe  inoondmR 
testinumy  in  tbeir  pOMeasioa,  would  be  unnlislifr 
tory  to  the  House,  uqjust  to  tbe  parties,  and  cdnlat' 
ed  to  produce  erroneous  conduuoos  in  relaticoloi 
mate  of  facts  wMcb  appear  to  be  verified  by  the  otlhs 
of  the  vote™,  but  wluch,  either  because  of  the  tioi 
judicial  administration  of  the  oatbs,  or  the  wml  d 
dne  notice  to  tbe  opposite  parties,  have  been  rejctUd 
as  not  sufflcientiy  proven.  It  <s  proper,  howerer,  b 
state  that,  wkmiid  all  Oa  nXu  pritMd  to  U  itUg^  Ij 
tompttmt  tatimony,  bt  iedueUd  fnm  thorn  «*> 
netund  Ifu  grtatat  maw&tr  vt  Uu  fioUt,  wUdi  u 
pear  le  hast  bet*  hM  in  con/bmiifjr  wM  la*,  lu 
result  would  not  affect  tbe  right  of  any  candjdaleu 

WiHi  this  eifdanaticm,  whidi  they  have  conadnti 
due  to  tbe  House  and  to  themadves,  the  commiut 
will  now  proceed  U>  examine  tbe  all^atione  •gii°> 
tbe  validity  of  certain  township  elections,  as  hr  h 
audi  an  examination  can  be  made  upon  tha  toti- 
mony  in  their  poBBenion. 

XJpOD  this  branch  of  the  case,  the  cUnunti  tnH 
ing  tiie  Qovemor^  commissions,  cidm — 

1st  niat,  apart  from  tliHrnot  bting  ncniti  i* 
time  to  b*  oautUea  aceording  to  iau,  tAf  (ofei  ^ 
MiBvUU  >ho<M  U  It  atidn  /or  llu  /ra¥d<^t<dni 
Ulegal  amdaet  ^  llu  fffiem  of  tUction,  inpndam- 
ing  iJitir  inlmavm  to  reteivt  tin  vottt  of  luieM,  ■•• 
'    rtctiving  a  largt  nttaibtT  oftueK  knomaglg,  «■ 

notion  of  tlu  Um*  of  tht  Siait. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  effect  of  these  duiJM 
if  they  were  substantiated  by  competent  and  sttijl''- 
tory  testimony,  it  is  auKdent  to  state  that  they  vm 
unsupported  by  any  testimony  In  tiie  poesesai  a 
tbe  committee. 

ad.  They  allege  that,  opart  fnm  all  dtfetO  «• 
hregviaritiet  in  the  return,  ISe  ratit  of  Saiili  J»H 
thotdd  bt  Kt  atide,  beeaumontofVtM  t^centfd^ 
tion  dulw  ehotn,  wo»  unlat^idl)  prtttiuAfrm  •* 
ing,  and  another  ntUtitiied  in  Mil  pUei,i^'^ 
andtigmd  the  lilt,  dm. ;  andbteait-  tiitoali^ 
mtat^Mlly  eonttitut^d,  ncHotd  a  large  tuBtUr  (f 
alien  vottt  contrary  to  law. 

In  support  of  Ibeae  allegations,  nmneiooB  depic- 
tions have  been  produced,  but  without  eipressng  uf 
opinion,  whether,  if  aatisfactotUy  proved,  they  wiw^ 
constitute  snIHcIent  evidence  of  &and  to  set  taic  i« 
votes  of  this  township ;  it  ia  only  neceasaiy  to  ^ 
the  evidence  was  taken  ex  parU,  withool  ^ 
cient  notice,  and  has  been  rqectod  by  tbe  oomnitu^ 

Incompetent  to  be  coDsidered  m  this  cose. 

Sd.  It  is  fbrther  clumed,  that  tbe  poU  hdd  » 
Saddle  mver,  in  Bergen  oonnty,  should  be  set  osiM : 
Because  at  leait  tight  veiti  given  far  tien  *^ 
fraudnltntigiOetraeted /not  tftebMot  boa,  eei'' 
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woKjf/er  fhtir  oppenenti  ffaudvlmSy  tubttitiOtd. 
BtctoM  in  makitig  aul  Uu  IM  cf  wolt*  in  mid  lotoa- 
lUp,  at  UoMt  tight  tota  Uu  Uum  letrt  aittn  for  llitm 
Wirt  cimitl4d  i*  tA«iV  fner,  and  «t  katt  at  many 
unv  tamnttd  for  Uuir  ojmm^nU,  more  Ikon  Ihey 
raxited :  and  becuue  (A<  /mI  of  volti  in  taid  (m 
tkip  btan  ojmm  if*  /lut  tn&net  of  miitiJu 

la  Eupport  of  IliCM  cbu^ee,  the  depoaittona 
nameroiu  TOI«n  have  been  aubmittcd  \  bat,  being 
Uken  ex  parte,  and  witbout  sufficient  notice,  the; 
bin  been  rqected  bj  the  commlttefl,  u  inomapecent 
tetOmonJ. 

It  is  iIbo  clumed  that  the  polla  held  at  the  town- 
diipa  of  Newton,  Harderton,  and  Veinon,  in  Suasei 
coimijr,  abonld  be  aet  adde,  (br  reaaoot  that  will  nore 
ftUlj  qipear  bj  reference  to  the  docoment  inariied  A, 
iccompanying  thla  repoK.  Bat  there  ia  no  oompe- 
tent  ^deoce  beTore  tbo  conunitMe  In  npport  c^ 
tb«se  all^ations. 

Having  thua  diqioaed,  for  the  present,  of  tbe  t«- 
rom  «bjectiona  to  the  validitj  of  the  election!  held 
■t  the  Bereral  tovodiipa  claimed  U>  be  set  aside,  the 
commttee  will  now  proceed  to  aacertain  "  whidi  five 
of  the  ten  dalmtnu  received  the  greatcet  Dumber 
of  lawful  Totea  "  at  the  late  Congreeaional  election  in 
New  JeiMj,  •ocording  to  the  aeveral  Tetania  par- 
porting  upon  their  laoe  ta  be  made  bj  officen  dul; 
■atbonzea  to  act. 

aa  the  btA  vt  their  calenla- 
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ahich  ii  found  In  the  mlnulea  of  the  proceedinga  of 
the  OoTemor  and  Privy  Council. 

From  thia  atatement  it  appear*  that  the  total  of 
vctea  ^  ndi  of  tlie  ten  eU^nanta  wai  «i  fbllowa : 

For  PhUemon  IKAenon 


Peter  D.I 
Dniiel  B.  Bjall 
William  K.  Cooper 
Joaeph  Eille 
Joho  B.  Ajcrigg 
John  B.  P.  HaxweU 
William  flaiated 
Chaa.  C.  Stiatton 
Vtca.  Jones  ToAe 


87,951 


SB,  100 
28,239 
2B,]Sa 
2B,2Ea 
28,177 


John  8.  Acrigg 

In  tU*  italement,  as  It  appeara  to  the  aatiaftction 
of  the  cMnndttee,  and  has  not  lieen  denied  or  the 
cmtrarr  pretended,  the  vote*  received  at  the  town- 
ahlpa  of  HiUville  and  Sonth  Amboy  are  not  included. 
The  atale  of  the  poUa  ia  exhibited  bj  the  docnmenta 
(malted  C  and  D)  acoompoorhig  this  report,  whereby 
H  qqieaia  tliat  tba  total  of  votea  of  tiu  two  town- 
■tiipa,  for  eaeh  of  the  ten  daimanti,  wu  aa  followa : 

PhilecBon  IHdierion 

Peter  D.  Yromn 


DuiielB 

TTiUiamR  b>oper 

Joaeph  KlUe    - 

J.  B.  Aycriss  - 

J.  P.  B.  HaiweU 

WiOiam  BalMed 

C.  C.  StrattoD  - 

T.  J.  Toike      - 

These  TOlea  ti^Dg  added  Tespectiveiy  to  tfaoae  set 
fonh  in  the  docomanla  marked  B,  already  referred 
to  IS  tiie  baala  of  the  Oovenor^  conuninloiu,  the 
foUovtng  runlli  ai«  *»litWtffH  to  wtt : 


COS 


Foa  FHiuuoa  Dicxiuoic. 
Votea  counted  by  the  Ooremor  and 

Pri»y  Council 
Totea  of  Uillville  and  Bouth  Amboj      - 


Total  for  Philemon  Dii^eraon  88,468 

Foft  Pma  D.  Trooh. 
Votea  counted  by  the  Qovernor  and 

Privy  Council  -  -        !7,9»0 

Totea  of  HUlTille  and  South  Amboy  BOS 

Total  for  Peter  D.  Troom  £8,492 

For  DiHin.  B.  Rtill. 
Totea  counted  by  the  Governor  and 

Privy  Cound!  -  -  -       87,989 

Totea  of  MiUviUe  and  Bouth  Amboj  S02 

Total  for  D.  B.  ByaU         •        -  28,441 
For  William  R.  Coo?u. 
Totea  eonoled  by  the  Governor  and 

Pri»yCoundl  -  -  -     27,9M 

Totes  of  Millrille  and  Sooth  Amboy  SOI 

Total  for  WiUiam  E.  Cooper  28,4S(( 

FoK  Jonpn  KiLLE. 
Totes  comited  by  the  Ooveraor  and 

Privy  Council  -      27,924 

Totes  of  Uillville  and  South  Amboy  S02 

Total  (or  Joseph  Kille        -  88,480 

For  John  D.  Atcbioo. 
Votea  counted  by  the  Governor  and 

Privy  CooBcU  •  28,180 

VoEeaofUiUville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  John  B.  Ajerigg        -     28,294 
For  Johm  P.  B.  Uazwrll. 
Votes  oDuBted  by  the  Governor  and 

Privy  Council  -  -      £8,239 

Totes  of  HiUville  and  South  Amboy  144 

Total  for  John  F.  B.  Uaxwell   -      23,383 
Foa  WiujiM  Hautxd. 
Totea  counted  l>y  the  Governor  and 

Privy  Council  .  -  -      29,192 

Totea  of  Hillville  and  Sonth  Amboy  14B 

Total  for  WiOiam  Bolsted        -     28,SS7 
Foa  CsuLta  C.  SraanoH. 
Totes  coonlod  by  tbe  Oovemor  and 

Privy  CouDcil  -  -      28,262 

Totea  of  MillviUe  and  South  Amboy     •  144 

Total  for  Charles  C.  Stratton       •      28,396 
For  TaoHiB  Jonas  Torkk. 
Totes  counted  by  the  Governor  and 

Privy  Council  -  -  ■      28,177 

Votes  of  Hillville  and  South  Amboy      -  144 

Total  for  Thomas  Jones  Torke  28,321 
It  will  be  observed  that  tbe  foregoine  statement 
does  not  include  aa  votes  for  Philemon  Dickerson  the 
three  votea  stated  ia  tbe  document  marked  B,  as 
hsvii^  been  given  to  Pbilernon  Dit^naon,  and 
whieb,  if  added  to  the  votes  for  PtiilelBon  Dickerscm, 
woold  moke  a  total  of  28,460. 

The  addition  of  tbe  one  rote  stated  in  like  manner 
as  bRTing  been  ^vau  for  John  B.  Aeiigg,  to  tba 
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TotBi  for  John  B.  Ajcrigg,  would  nuke  >  total  of 
88,aBS. 

Thug  It  KppeUB  tlut,  prma  facie,  npoa  th*  tA- 
dence  in  tba  poMCHloD  <n  the  conmdttee,  PhUaDon 
DIckerMD,  Peter  D.  Tioam,  DanM  &  BTall,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper,  Mid  Joseph  Kllle,  an  the  "jIk*  of 
the  ten  indindualt  datmina  teaU  /hm  the  &aU  of 
Ne»  Jtrtif,  [irbo]  reteittd  the  gnatetl  nrnnhtr  of 
Uaftilwolt*  from  tie  K/uJt  State  for  Jteprvttntatiiite 
in  Ike  Congrate  of  the  United  Stale;  at  Oe  tieetton 
0/IBS8,  in  mU  State." 


Fruiat,  Uarch  6. 
Amiv^tvm  ^  StaU  Data. 

Th«  report  of  the  Select  Committ«e  on  the 
assamption  of  State  debts,  was  then  taken  np, 
and  after  an.  animated  debatci,  in  which  Hessrs. 
Davis,  Bcobuian,  Pkeston,  Kma,  Nobvbll, 
Ci^T  of  Kentnckj,  Bbowh,  and  Ou^houit, 
participated, 

Hr.  Wbbstbb  moved  an  a^Jonmment ;  which 
was  decided  In  the  negative. 

The  question  then  coming  np  on  the  reaoln- 
tiona  reported  by  the  Select  Gomniittee, 

The  CiiAiB  stated  the  qneetion  as  follows : 

The  Senator  from  Pennsjlyania,  Ur.  Boohak- 
Air,  had  moved  to  amend  the  resolntions  of 
the  committ«e,  bj  adding  the  following : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  debts  of  the  several  Slatea,  so 
far  u  the;  are  known  to  the  Senate,  have  been  con- 
tracted in  tbe  eierdse  of  the  undoubted  right  and 
conatitotlonal  power  of  nld  States  Tespcotively,  and 
that  (here  U  no  groand  to  wimnt  anj  doubt  of  the 
ability  or  dispodtitm  of  thcae  State*  to  fitlfil  their 


For  which  amendinent,  Ur.  Nobvkll  ofibred 
the  following  as  a  substitnte : 

Reeolvtd,  That  whUe  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales  Is  fhlW  Impnsned  vUh  the  importanoe  and 
ooneetDess  of  the  principles  contained  \a  the  fore- 
gofaig  resolotionB,  it  ii  not  intended  thereby  to  create 
raj  donbt  of  the  coostitutioaal  right  of  the  Stalea  to 
contnct  debts,  nor  of  their  Reourcei,  diqxieltion,  or 
ability  to  fUlSI  the  engaKementa  which  they  have 
contracted  for  purpoaee  M  internal  improvement,  is 
well  as  for  other  objects  within  the  range  of  their 
reserved  powera. 

The  qaeetion  was  now  on  the  snbstitiit«  of 
Hr.  NosviLL ;  which  was  agreed  to  aa  follows : 

Tiu. — Henri.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Polton,  Gnmdv, 
King,  Unn,  Lumpldn,  Hoaton,  Nidiolas,  NorveD, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall.  WUIiami,  and  Wright— SS. 

Nats.— Mesn«.  Budaman,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tendeo,  Davis,  Diion,  Henderson,  Enlght,  Uerrick, 
Pbelpa,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Buggies,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Webster,  and  White— 18. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption 
of  Hr.  BnoHAXAN's  moUon  as  amended,  after 
some  remarks  by  Hessrs.  Shtth  of  Indiana, 

OWTTOUDKIT,  NOBTBLL,  WeBBTBK,  Ond  ElKG, 

On  moUoa  of  Hr.  Kaa,  and  b^  nnanimooa 


oonaent,  it  waa  considered  as  withdnwn  kc 
tbe  present. 

Tbe  sabstitnta  proposed  by  Hr.  CBiTTEiDa 
for  the  resolntions  of  the  committee,  watthcn 
taken  np,  and  was  as  follows: 

Remlved,  That  the  debta  of  the  aevenl  Stato,  at 
fkr  as  they  are  known  to  the  Senate,  have  been  on- 
tntcted  in  the  eierdse  of  the  ondonbled  ri^  uA 
eonatitntional  power  of  aud  States  nxpeetlvdT,  ud 
that  then  ii  no  ground  to  warrant  any  doobt  of  ibt 
ability  or  di^MSition  oT  those  Stales  to  fnlU  dair 
conttacta. 

Retolved,  Tbtt  it  would  be  just  and  proper  In  d» 
tribute  the  proceeds  of  ibe  sake  of  the  public  ludi 
among  the  several  Stales,  in  fair  and  ratable  p'^ 
tions,  and  that  the  condition  of  soch  of  the  Suih  ii 
have  contracted  ddits  is  such  at  the  preaeul  aunW 
of  pressure  and  difflcnlty  as  to  render  sudi  ditfribi' 
Uon  eqiedally  expedient  and  important. 

After  some  remarks  by  Hr.  Pitunx,  tk 
qDOBtjon  on  the  substitnte  was  taken,  siul  it 
was  r^eoted,as  follows: 

TiAS.— HeMs.  Betts,  Oav  of  Kentmly,  CritM- 
den,  Davis,  Diion,  Knight,  Herridc,  Phelpi,  Foiu^ 
PrentiH,  ^inles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  ^hok 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— IT. 

Katb. — M nil  II  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Broo, 
CUhoun,  Clay  of  AUbacna,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Gniiid<. 
Henderson,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  KouUi, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Fierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Rotncfoi, 
Sevier,  Stnuge,  Btorgeon,  Teppen,  Walt,  WUUiiia, 
and  Wright— 28. 

Hr.  Pbxstoit  then  moved  to  amend  the  roo- 
Intions  of  the  oonmiittee  by  atrikiog  out  i& 
after  the  word  resolved,  and  inserting  th«fi^ 
lowing  as  a  snbstitnte : 

Benlved,  Thai  the  deba  of  the  several  Suto, » 
far  as  they  are  known  to  the  Senate,  have  bem  Hx- 
tractcd  In  the  ezerciBe  of  the  undoutrted  rifhl  md 
oonatitaUonal  power  of  aald  States  respectively,  vA 
that  there  is  no  ground  to  wamnt  any  doubt  a(  lit 
ability  or  disposition  of  those  Stslea  to  fulfil  Iba 


After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WibstB 
and  Km  a, 

Ur.  NosTBu.  s^d  that  the  smendmciil 
offered  by  him,  and  voted  on  by  the  8ei«l«i 
had  been  withdrawn,  with  tbe  general  uDdt^ 
standing  that  no  other  amendment  sbonU  ^ 
offered  antil  a  vote  was  taken  on  tbe  resoln- 
tion  of  tbe  committee.  The  conrse  taken  bj 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  wonld  oomw 
him  to  move  tbe  propodtion  which  be  hw 
withdrawn,  as  a  snbstitate  fbr  tbe  Senator'^ 
amendment;  and  he  accor^gly  made  th^ 
motion. 

"r,  Fbutox  then  withdrew  his  motion  W 
amend. 

The  first  r«so1ntion  of  the  Select  CommiUM 
was  then  read,  as  follows : 

I.  Reeolvtd,  That  the  awtunptlon,  dhecttj  or  ^ 
directly,  by  the  General  Oovonment,  of  tbe  det« 
widch  live  bera,  or  may  be,  contraetod  by  the  &»!« 
for  looal  otjects  or  State  puipoeea,  would  be  iiiy°A 
both  to  (he  States  snd  to  the  peojde. 
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Ut.  PsBTtiw  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"dtrectljr  or  iodireotlj,"  and  insert  "or  gur- 

Aftor  aome  remarks  b^  Heana.  Pbkstim, 
Enioht,  and  OBVifDT, 

Ur.  VpsTSB  moved  on  a^onnuaent,  wliioh 
wu  negHived— ajea  10,  noes  27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  b;  Mr.  Psmrrua,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Vmvs.  Betta,  IHxon,  Kni^  Fbelps, 
Pmiias,  *nd  BugglM— <t. 

Nira. — McflirB.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benlmi,  Bncban- 
■n,  dnKnm,  Cla;  of  «i«i»it<.^  Cntbbert,  Fulbin, 
QtmAj,  HnbbMd,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Houlon, 
MldioEu,  Norrell,  Fierce,  Route,  BoUnKm,  Serler, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Stnigeon,  Tappan,  Wall, 
Williams,  and  Wii^t— 27. 

Mr.  Ruoouu  then  moved  to  amend  bf  strik' 
iof  out  "(V  State  pnrpoBw."  Mr.  R.  aseisned 
lu  a  reason,  that  the  debt  recentlj'  inoorred  hj 
the  Stat«  M  Uaine,  in  defending  her  frontier, 
might  be  considered  a  State  debt,  and,  bj  this 
rewlntion,  the  ftitnre  pajment  of  it  debarred. 

Kr.  ViLLiJLMB  aaiu,  as  his  collea^e  had 
objected  to  thia  resolution,  and  as  he  intended 
to  Tote  for  it,  be  wished  to  give  a  reason  for 
so  doing.  Be  considered  the  debt  incnrred  hy 
hia  State,  in  defending  the  (h>ntier,  as  not  the 
debt  of  Maine,  bat  as  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  whidi  wonld,  he  eipeoted,  be  paid 
s'ithout  hesitation  hj  the  General  Qovemment. 

l£r.  Burros.  Oertainlj.  The  iwondarj  of 
Msina  was  the  boondarf  of  the  United  States. 
[In  this  sentiment  there  was  a  verj  general 


After  some  farther  remarks  bj  Messrs.  Bgo- 
ausandVAix, 

Mr.  KoBVKLL  aud  that  the  defence  of  tbe 
State  lA  M^Be  was  the  defence  of  the  United 
States.  The  proteotioa  of  the  North-eastern 
boDDdary  of  Maine  was  the  protection  of  the 
boundary  of  the  nation.  The  expenses  incnrred 
in  that  defence  and  protection  were  natioaal 
cxpeDKs ;  and  he  would  tell  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  RnoGua,)  that,  if  he  came  here  to 
claim  reimborsement  of  the  monejrs  expended 
in  the  maintenance  of  her  bonndarj  rights 
against  a  foreign  power,  on  the  gronnd  of  its 
being  a  local  subject,  or  a  State  pnrpose,  he 
wonld,  in  his  judgment,  go  home  without  snc- 
CCS9.  The  wortbj  coUeagne  of  the  Sooator 
(Mr.  WiLLiAHs)  had  taken  the  right  viei,  „ 
tlie  subject.  The  reeolntion  against  the  as- 
iDinption  of  State  debts  contracted  for  local 
ulijects  and  State  purposes,  had  no  reference 
lo  9uch  cases  as  the  defence  of  a  State 
^iast  foreign  aggression. 
^r.  BtToeLKs  demanded  the  yeas  and  na^s 
™  hia  amendment,  but  thej  were  not  ordered, 
Md  It  was  negatiTed  without  a  division. 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
rnolntion,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 
.        TcAi— Kemra.  Allen,  Andeison,  Benton,  Brown, 
I      Buduoan,   CalluDn,   Claj   of    *t»V^nis,   Cuthbeit, 


[Much,  1840. 

IKxon,  Fulton,  Gmndf,  Hendennn,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  LDni{Jdn,  Xouton,  Nithotaa,  Norrell,  Pierce, 
Prentin,  Roane,  Butunsn],  Bevler,  Sttange,  Sturgeon, 
Taiman,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Wright— SO. 

KIt.— Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana— 1, 

The  second  resolation  was  then  read  as  fbl- 
lows: 

a.  AaoJMii,  That  sadiBasamption  would  be  hlgfalf 
Inexpedient,  and  dai^erous  to  tbe  Union  of  the 
States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Dixon,  It  was 
agreed  to,  as  foUowa: 

Tau. — Meeva  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bachanan, 
Calhoun,  Cla;  of  Alabama,  Cutfabert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  MootMi,  Nictwbs, 
Xorrell,  Fieim,  PrenUs,  Boane,  BobinsoD,  Beiiet, 
Stnuigo,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  WiUlams,  and 
Wright— 88. 

nItb.— HessTB.  IHxoD,  Smith  of  bdiana,  and 
White— S. 

The  Uiird  reaolndon  waa  then  read  as  fol- 

B.  Raeliitd,  That  wbA  asnimption  would  be 
wholly  nnauthoriied  by,  and  in  vialation  of,  the  Con- 
Hitutlon  of  the  United  SMIee,  and  utteriy  repugnant 
to  all  the  objects  and  purpoaea  for  which  the  Federal 
Union  was  ronaed. 

And  it  was  agreed  to,  as  foUows: 

TiAS. — Hesraa.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Ctay  of  AMwma,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Gmudj,  Beodetson,  Hubbanl,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Moaton,  Nidiolas,  Norrell,  I^erce,  Pren- 
tlis,  Roane,  Robiaiion,  Serier,  Strange,  Sturgeon, 
Twpan,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Wright~3B. 

Kits. — Messrs.  Dixini,  Smith  of  Indiana,  and 
White— 8. 

The  fbtirtJi  resolntiou  waa  then  read  oa  fol- 
lows: 

public  Und«,  or 
aridng  Iherc&oai,  for  Om  l>efore-men- 
tloned  purpeaes,  would  be  eqpially  unjust.  Inexpe- 
dient, and  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Bbktox  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
ont  all  after  the  word  Resolved,  and  insert, 
"  That  the  assumption  of  snch  debts,  either 
openly,  by  a  direct  promise  to  pay  them,  or  dia- 
gnlsedly,  by^ving  secnrity  for  their  payment, 
or  by  creating  surplus  revenne,  wonld  be  a 
gross  and  flagrant  violatioD  of  the  constitntion, 
and  whoUj  unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  spirit 
of  that  instmment,"  which  was  agreed  to,  with- 
out division. 

Mr.  NoBVBLT.  then  moved  to  amend,  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

S.  Seaolvrd,  That  while  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales  is  fully  impressed  with  tlia  importance  and 
correctness  of  tlie  priunples  contained  in  the  fore- 
ginng  resolotions,  it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  create 
any  doubt  of  the  consUlutional  right  of  the  States  to 
'  debts,  nor  of  their  resources,  lUspoaition 


internal  improTetaent,  a 
well  as  for  other  snbjecU  witliin  the  range  of  their 
leserred  powers; 
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Which  wu  agreed  to,  ae  follows  : 

Tnfl — UeSBTR.  Allen,  Anderaon,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanm,  CUj  of  AUbniii*,  Cutbbert,  Fnlton, 
Gnindf,  Hendereon,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Uouton, 
ITidiolu,  Norvdl,  Bouie,  Rotniison,  ScTler,  Stur- 
geon, WtU,  WUIiuiu,  and  Wri^t— 2S. 

(JiW.— Hewrt.  (Whoun,  Hnbhud,  Heroe,  amllb 
of  LuUmm,  SCnnge,  T^ipan,  ind  WUl«— 7. 

Ur.  Bbttb  then  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment: 

JUtolttd,  That  the  distribution  of  the  public  linda. 


Inexpedient. 

Mr.  WBiQtiT  asked  for  the  Teas  and  nara  on 
thia  amendment.  He  wished  to  see  if  the 
Senator  from  Oonnecticnt  wonld  vote  for  his 
own  proposition ;  or  if,  at  this  late  honr  of  the 
evening,  pmpositionB  are  nmde  which  the 
SenatoTB  offering  them  will  not  Tote  for  them- 

Mr,  Bbttb  said  he  wonld  not  rote  for  it,  bnt 
his  object  was  to  get  a  dirMt  rote  of  the  Senate 
on  the  propodtioD. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Out,  of  Alftl»- 
ma,  on  the  impropriety  and  irregnlarit;  of 
offering  a  proposition  identical  with  one  which 
had  just  been  acted  on, 

Mr,  KiSQ  said,  if  the  Chair  decided  the 
motion  to  be  in  order,  en  appeal  conld  be  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  Guair,  and  it  would 
then  be  time  ecoagh  to  debate  the  motion. 

The  Obaib  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of 

Mr.  Pksntim  then  moved  to  fiirther  amend 
the  resolaUon  b7  inseitiDg  the  following : 

"  But  nothing  contained  in  the  foragoing  resolu- 
tions is  to  be  imderetood  la  deojing  or  questioning 
the  right  or  poirer  of  Cungresa  to  make  an  equal  dis- 
tribution of  tbe  proLeeds  of  tbc  public  lands,  sniong 
■11  the  States,  according  to  the  (enus  and  conditions 
of  the  deeds  of  cession." 

The  omeDdmenl  wu  disagreed  to,  as  follows 

TiAS. — Heeers.  Betts,  Dixon,  Prentiss,  RoUnson, 
Smith  of  Indisna,  and  White-~fl. 

Hits.— Hears.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Altbama,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Orund]', 
Bendemon,  Bubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lmnpkln,  Houtoo, 
Nichoisa,  Norrell,  Pletce,  Roane,  BcTier,  Stiange, 
SUugeon,  Tq)p*n,  Wall,  and  Wrtght^SS. 

So  the  resolntionn  were  agreed  to,  as  follows ; 

I.  Rttolved,  That  the  Dwumption,  direct!;  or  in- 
directlj,  by  the  General  GoTemmeat,  of  tbe  debts 
wbicb  Wb  been,  or  niaj  be,  contracted  by  die  States 
for  local  objects  or  Stale  purpowe,  would  be  unjust 
boUi  to  the  SlMes  and  to  the  people 

i.  Rttolttd,  That  such  assumption  would  be  highly 
ineipedlent,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union  of  the 


Jects  and  pnipowt  for  wtdch  tl 


4.  AaolMif,  ThMtheammplionofRididdM,ii 
_Eher  (^Moily  by  a  direct  promise  to  pay  them,  atS» 
guisedly,  by  pTli^  security  for  their  payiBent,  c*  bj 
creat<i«  surplus  rcTenue,  or  by  sRilyine  the  nitiaiul 
ftu^  to  pay  ttiem,  would  be  a  nosB  ana  Bagrut  no- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  wholly  unwimntcd  tf 
e  letter  or  spirit  of  that  instraoient.  * 
G.  Bfoivti,  That  while  the  Benate  of  tbe  UuUd 
BtatM  is  fiilly  hnpresaed  witb  the  importance  wd 
cofTcctoesa  of  the  principles  contained  In  (be  fnt- 
going  reaolutiona,  it  is  not  intended  therebylo  onlt 
anydoabt  of  the  constitotiooaL  right  of  the  Sliua  u 
cont««ct  ddJta,  nor  of  Iheir  renuroe^  dupw"™. 
or  nUlIty  to  fiJfll  the  engi^enenta  whidi  ihtj  hirt 
contracted  for  purpoaea  «  intenuJ  improreniail,  it 
well  as  for  other  subjects  withhi  tbe  nnge  of  tkor 
reeerred  powers. 

On  motion  the  Senat«,  at  8  o'clock,  adjooni- 
ed  nutU  Mondajr  next 


Wkdkesiut,  March  11. 
FanitiBtt  /torn  JagtiM. 

Mr.  LuMPKiK  presented  the  foUowbg  resd* 
tions  of  the  Legislatore  of  Georgia : 

The  Federal  Constltudon  having  been  ftamai  [«■ 
llally  with  a  view  to  regulate  tbe  constitutional  dh- 
course  between  the  soTereign  States  that  (odaineni. 
and  having  conferred  all  tine  powers  neceaarynd 
proper  for  carrrii^  its  provlHons  into  full  effect  if" 
a  Congresa  of  the  United  States,  it  is  incuintaW* 
that  body,  by  Its  legialation,  to  aecore  tbe  tW 
Sucee  In  tbe  enjoyment  of  thdr  ootiatitntianal  n^ 
Not  the  least  Important  sUpulatfam  in  that  Miqari 
Is,  that  "a"  person  ehaiged  with  trea«»,  feta>T.  ■ 
oUier  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  lie  »■» 
in  another  Stale,  afaall,  on  demand  of  the  SiefiiiK 
authority  tk  (he  State  Irom  whidi  be  flol,  bt  >■ 
livered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  juridic- 
tion  of  the  crime. 

Doubtiees  the  past  legialatiou  oti  this  sa^fct  M 
been  predicated  upon  the  preaumptlOD  that  eieiiSM 
baving,  in  the  pledged  faith  <^  dl  the  othets,  >  esB- 
dent  guarantee,  nothing  »««  was  r«|uirite  llaia 
preacnbe  the  forms  whidi  dranldgiTeaalbailiaiT'' 
the  demand ;  doubUess,  too,  in  the  lime  'bid  p" 
Inrth  to  the  constitution,  whilst  (he  Union  «ii  7"^ 
and  hOT  Berolutionar;  ■ssociationa  frcab  and  nr* 
tbia  pmumptiM)  found  Its  wuiant  m  lbs  Kia 
fidelity  which  promptly  responded  to  all  Si«f " 
demands.  To  this  geneiBtion  has  been  re"*™™ 
bamiUating  Bpectw%  of  a  sovereign  State  nuni^ 
herself  a  «ty  of  refuge  for  fncitive  felons  from  •" 
dster  confederates.  Two  such  cases  of  recent  okm- 
rence  demonstrate  the  nttcr  incSdency  of  Um  "'f| 
ing  laws  for  carrying  into  effect  tbe  provjaion  of  i» 
cooaUlution.  They,  moreover,  eleariy  h>dJc«t»Bt 
cause  of  this  inefBciency.  Those  laws  are  dq*"™" 
for  their  eiecution  upon  the  mere  will  of  tbe  Eic* 
tive  officera  of  tbe  several  Slat**,  who  neitba-ntw 
can  be  made  responaible  to  the  General  Gotwh"* 
If,  then,  It  be  correctly  assumed  that  tbe  T'^ 
Legislature  is  bound  to  make  ample  nroviam  for  * 
coDtemplaled  eiigeney,  and  if  experience  hai  pw"" 
that  relUoice  on  State  authorities  is  'Jel™'^ 
question  occtirs,  whether  there  be  any M'^""?! 
which  gives  fairer  promise  of  security  T  "'7  "°V°: 
oyect  be  aocomplished  b?  employiBg  hi  IW  *™' 
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offieen  ippotntcd  bj,  and  naponrilds  to,  the  Fedenl 
GoTemment  •  InCKnucti  W  that  Govenunent  has 
employed  ta  btcit  Stite  of  tfao  Dnkui  competent  ju' 
dicul  and  minuterial  offlcen,  It  ii  bdiered  that  this 
intj,  enjoined  by  the  hlgfaM  obligation,  and  inU- 
nulelj  connected  with  the  baimony  and  perpetuitj' 
□[  the  UoioQ,  may  be  appropriately  and  efficicDtly 
perfbnned  through  their  Instrumentality.  There 
would  seem  to  be  a  pecnl'uu  flbieM  in  proTiding  that 
the  aid  which  she  is  boand  to  afford  to  the  State  ju- 
diciaries, shonid  result  from  tlic  action  of  her  own 
jodidary.  The  process  woald  be  rimple,  and  the 
agents  directly  responsible  to  the  power  whence  the 
laws  to  be  executed  emanate. 

Be  it  ther^ort  rttUttd,  That  the  itatatea  of  the 
Cnited  States  enacted  to  canj  into  tSfxi  the  latter 
clause  of  the  aecond  aection  of  the  fooith  arUde  of 
the  constitution,  oro  wholly  inadequate  to  the  oUect. 
Bt  it  furtlur  rtulmd.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Qetieiml  Asoembly,  those  ftatates  ihonld  Ik  so  amend- 
ed, ai,  Ist,  to  aothoriie  the  demand  in  ibe  cases  con- 
templaled  to  be  made  upon  the  Grcuit  Judge  of  the 
Uoited  SCata  hiTtng  JuriadlotioD  in  Ibe  State  where- 
in fudi  fu^tiTS  may  be  (bund ;  Sd,  to  require  that 
■odi  judge,  ^Nin  rodi  demand  being  made  Indae 
form  ofUw,  tboU  taaue  Ms  wamnt  to  be  directed  to 
tbe  Marshal  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  State  wherein 
such  fogitive  may  be,  requiring  his  arrest  and  delivery 
to  the  agent  duly  authorized  to  receive  him  who  shall 
be  named  in  sadi  wamnt ;  3,  to  reqnire  each  niar- 
shal,  to  whom  any  such  warrant  ahall  be  deliTered, 
forthwith  to  execute  the  same. 

Bt  il  ftarther  rtMcJvtd,  That  our  Henaton  In  Con- 
gress be  instructed,  and  our  RqtresentatiTes  be  re- 
quested, lo  liaTe  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  tbe 
ISlh  of  Pebnary,  1 193,  lo  carry  into  effect  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  CoosUtution 
of  [he  United  States,  so  amended,  u  to  make  it  ob- 
ligatory on  tbe  said  district  Judge  to  surrender  any 
person  who  may  he  found  in  any  Stato  or  Territory, 
or  vho  is  chafed,  in  any  other  Stale  or  Territoij, 
with  the  oommlsslon  of  any  act  which  Is  constitnted  a 
crime  by  tbe  laws  of  said  State  or  Territory,  where 
be  is  so  dviged,  to  the  Executive  authority  of  the 
State  or  TerrilOTy  where  the  ofibnce  is  alleged  to 
have  been  oommitted. 

Be  il  fwiher  r*t(A«td,  That  his  Eicellency,  tbe 
GoTenior,  be  requested  to  forward  to  our  Senators 
and  RepreeentatlTea  in  Congrua  copies  of  the  abore 
preamble  and  resolatlons,  with  a  request  that  they 
endesTor  to  procure  SDcb  amendments  of  the  statutes 
in  questioD,  as  In  tbrir  judgment  will  ha  beat  calcu- 
lated to  aflbct  the  derfred  o^ect 

ROBT.  H.  EGHOU, 
Prudent  of  the  Senate. 
Attest :  DaTTD  J.  Biurr. 

JOSEPH  DAY. 
Speaker  oT  tbe  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 
Attest:  JasKTB  ScBoia,  Clorfc. 
ArpaoviD,  2*th  JPeoemW,  1839. 

CHARLES  J.  McDonald,  Oorenior. 

Ur.  Lofpnx  said :  Mr.  President,  I  must 
t!k  the  iodulgeneo  of  tho  8eniit«,  whUe  I  sab- 
ntit  a  few  renurks  io  connection  witli  the  sob- 
joct  of  the  KSolalioDs  ^&t  have  just  been  read 
by  iho  SecNtorr  of  the  Benate.  These  resolo- 
tioni  have  received  the  raoction  of  a  majority 
ot  both  bnnchea  of  tbe  Lc^datore  trf*  Qeoi^ut, 


as  well  as  the  aaseot  of  the  Governor  of  the 
State.  They  therefore  posaess  all  the  re- 
quisite forms  of  legislatioQ  reqalred  bjr  the 
constitotiott  of  the  State  that  I  in  part  repre- 
seot,  to  entitle  them  to  my  highest  respect 
and  consideration.  Moreorer,  I  am  instmcted 
by  these  resolations  to  snstain  the  views  of 
the  L^islatnre,  as  therein  pointed  oat  and  sop 

In  order,  Mr.  PresldeDt,  that  the  Senate  and 
people  of  the  United  States  may  clearly  under- 
stand the  pending  controversj  between  the 
two  States-— Geoiw a  and  Maine — I  deem  it 
important  that  a  bistoi7  of  tbe  facts  and  eir- 
cnmstanoes  connected  with  the  ease  should  be 
briefly  presented.    They  are  as  follows : 

In  May,  1637,  a  man  slave  by  the  name  of 
Atticns,  the  property  of  James  Sagnre  and 
Henry  Ssgnrs,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
and  county  of  Chatham,  in  tbe  State  of  Georgia, 
was  conveyed  to  the  State  of  Maine,  by  Daniel 
Philbrook  and  Edward  Eilleran,  citizens  of 
tbe  State  of  Maine,  being  master  and  mate  of 
the  vessel  on  Imard  of  vrhioh  said  slave  was 
conveyed ;  which  vessel  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  schooner  Boeton,  and  which  had 
recently  been  In  the  port  of  Savannah.  On 
the  16th  of  Jane,  In  the  aame  year,  James 
Sognra,  one  of  the  owners  of  said  slave,  com- 
plomed  on  oath  before  a  magistrate  of  Chatham 
county,  that  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward 
Killeran  "did,  on  or  nbont  the  4th  day  of  May 
last,  feloniously  inveigle,  take,  steal,  and  carry 
away  withont  tho  limits  of  tlie  State  of 
Georgia,"  the  slave  Atticos ;  that  tbe  eaid 
Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edwanl  Eiileran  have 
been  gritilty,  as  tbe  deponent  is  infurmed  and 
believes,  of  a  felony  onder  the  laws  of  this 
State ;  and  "  that  since  tbe  commission  of  said 
felony,  the  said  Philbrook  and  Killeran  have 
fled  from  the  State,  and  are,  as  he  believes,  at 
this  time,  within  tbe  limits  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  in  the  United  States." 

Whereupon  a  warrant  for  tho  apprehension 
of  Philbrook  and  Killeran  was  issued  by  the 
magiBtrate  before  whom  the  information  was 
m^e.  On  the  same  day,  the  officer  charsed 
with  its  execatioD,  made  a  return  iliat  they 
were  not  to  be  fbund  in  the  county  it 
Chatliatn.  And  on  the  21st  of  the  same 
month,  the  then  Governor  of  the  St«te  of 
Georgia,  William  Schley,  made  a  demand  upon 
Robert  P.  Danlap,  then  Governor  of  tlie  State 
of  Maine,  of  Philbrook  and  Killeran,  as  fugitives 
from  tbe  justice  of  thelawsof  Georgia,  charged 
with  felonioosly  inveigling,  stealing,  taking,  and 
carrying  away  the  slave  Atticns,  and  trans- 
mitting with  his  demand,  a  copy  of  the  affida- 
vit and  warrant,  and  the  return,  dnly  authen- 
ticated. On  the  leth  of  Angnst  of  the  same 
year.  Governor  Dunlap  addressed  to  Governor 
Scliley  a  couimnni cation,  in  which  ho  declined 
to  cause  the  arrest  of  Philbrook  and  Killeran, 

In  December,  1 837,  the  Legislatnre  of 
Gleorgia  adopted  resolutions  declaring  the  re- 
fnsal  of  tho  Goventor  of  Maine  to  surrender 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABRIDOBCENT  OF  THK 


[SOm  Com. 


Fhilbrook  and  Eilleran.  daagerons  to  the 
rights  of  tiie  people  of  Georgia,  and  directly 
and  clearlf  ia  violation  of  the  plain  letter  and 

?)irit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
bat  the  State  of  Georgia  beeame  a  party  to  the 
Federal  ConatiCution  no  less  for  the  better 
protection  of  her  own  than  the  common  rights 
and  interests  of  all,  and  that  when  these  ends 
are  defeated,  she  ia  released  from  the  obliga- 
tiona  of  that  oompoot,  and  it  has  become  her 
right  and  her  dnty  to  provide  protection  for 
her  people  in  her  own  waj.  That  when  an 
indictment  should  be  found  against  Pbilbrook 
and  Eillernn,  the  Executive  l>e  requested  ' 
renew  the  demand  for  their  arrest;  EUtd  if  t 
demand  be  again  refused  by  the  Executive  of 
Uliune,  that  a  copy  of  its  resolationB  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  of  each  State  of  the 
Union,  to  be  lud  before  their  respective  Legis- 
latnrea;  that  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  Beprosontatives  of  Geoi^io,  in  Con- 
gress, to  be  submitted  to  that  body ;  and  if 
the  Legisiaturo  of  Uaine,  at  its  next  session, 
after  these  resolutions  shall  have  been  for- 
warded by  tbe  Executive  of  that  State,  neglect 
to  redress  the  grievance  comiilained  of,  then 
tiie  Executive  of  Georgia  sboJl  announce  the 
same  by  proclamation,  and  call  a  convention 
of  the  people,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Georgia,  and  to 
devise  the  course  of  her  future  policy,  and  pro- 
vide all  necessary  safeguards  for  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  her  people.  ' 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1838,  an  indictment 
charginf!  Fhilbrook  and  Killoran  with  larceny, 
iu  f^unioualy  inveigling,  stealing,  taking,  and 
oarrying  away  the  slave  Atticus,  was  found  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Chatham  county ;  and  on  the 
a7th  of  April  following,  Governor  Gilmer,  the 
anccBssor  of  Gov.  Sciiley,  made  upon  Gov. 
Kent,  the  successor  of  Gov.  Dunlap,  the  demand 
requested  by  the  Legislature  of  Geor^a,  and 
accompanied  the  demand  with  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  found,  and  the  proceedings  on  which 
it  was  founded,  duly  authenticated.  On  the 
SStli  of  June  following,  Governor  Kent  declined 
to  order  the  arrest  and  surrender  required  by 
the  ODthorities  of  Georgia. 

On  the  IQth  of  August,  1839,  Governor  Gil- 
mer addres.ied  a  commnnicjition  to  Governor 
Fairfield,  the  successor  of  Governor  Kent,  re- 
qocsting  to  be  informed  of  the  action  of  the 
Legisiature  of  Maine  on  the  subject  of  the  reso^ 
lutions  of  Georgia,  and  received  for  answer  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Hoioo,  de- 
claring it  inex[)edient  to  legislate  on  the  subject, 
as  it  is  exclusively  within  the  province  of  the 
Executive  Deportment.  The  second  clause  of 
the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constjtuliun  of  the  United  States  provides, 
"That  a  person  charged  in  any  State  with 
treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  See 
from  Justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
shall,  on  the  demand  of  tbe  ExecnUve  authority 
of  the  State  ttom  which  he  fled,  be  deliver^ 


up  to  be  removed  to  the  State  havjng  jorisdic- 

tion  of  tbe  crime." 

Moreover,  the  act  of  Congress  of  1793  it- 
clorea,  "  that  whenever  the  Executive  aatboriij' 
of  any  State  in  the  Union,  or  either  of  iht 
Territories,  north-west  or  south  of  the  riter 
Ohio,  shall  demand  any  person,  as  a  ftigiiive 
from  justice,  of  the  Executive  anthority  of  auj 
such  State  or  Territory,  to  which  such  per?m 
shall  hove  fled,  and  shiUl  moreover  prodnce  tbt 
copy  of  an  indictment  found,  or  an  oEGdadL 
n)ade  before  a  magistrate  of  any  State  or  Ttr- 
ritory  as  aforesaid,  charging  the  pemon  h 
demanded  with  having  committed  treaami, 
felony,  or  other  crime,  certified  as  aulbentic  bj 
the  Governor,  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State 
or  Territory  from  which  the  person  so  charnd 
fied,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executin 
authority  of  such  State  or  Territory  to  whidi 
such  person  shall  have  fied,  to  cause  him  or  ha 
to  be  arrested  and  surrendered,  and  notice  of 
the  arrest  to  be  given  to  the  Executive  antborit; 
making  tbe  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  sucli 
authority  appointed  to  recdve  the  fugitive,  ui 
to  cause  the  fugitive  to  be  delivered  to  sndi 
agent  when  he  snail  appear.  And  farther,  nr. 
By  the  penal  code  of  Georaia,  "simple  LarteD; 
is  the  leloniouB  taking  and  carrying  away  tht 
personal  goods  of  anotner ;  "  and  the  same  co>i« 
provides,  that  "any  person  or  persons  who  s]ia3 
felooionaly  take  and  carry  away  a  slave,  du^ 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  hard  labor  in 
the  penitentiarv,  for  any  time  not  less  thai 
three  years,  and  not  longer  than  seven  year&~ 

Thus,  sir,  1  have  given  a  brief  statement  of 
the  principal  facts  connected  with  this  cose,  up 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
which  passed  uie  resolutions  now  presented  la 
the  Sonote.  And  I  must  bo  permitted  to  sir, 
that  I  entertaiu  no  doubt  of  Uiese  nmple  focu 
being  amply  sufficient  to  justify  and  vindicala 
the  prudence,  the  justice,  and  patriotism,  of 
every  step  taken  by  the  authorities  of  Gewji* 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  If  a  Bi(ff« 
ample  vindication  of  the  proceedings  of  Georgia 
be  songht  for,  it  may  be  found  in  an  atteniivf 
perusal  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Goven)- 
ors  of  the  two  States  on  this  subject,  wbieh  I 
will  herewith  present  I  feel  confident,  fir, 
that  no  Senator  in  this  ball  conld  rise  trwi  s 
full  investigation  of  this  subject,  withoot  a 
settled  conviction  of  the  spirit  of  jostlce,  for- 
bearance, and  patriotism,  or  tbe  Slate  of  Ge«r- 
gia,  in  connection  with  this  controversy. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  moderation  and  for- 
bearance of  Georgia  in  this  case,  has  been  en- 
sured and  i-eproached  by  some.     But,  sir,  fbr- 

irance  and  magnanimity  become  those  "■lo 
„,^  conscious  that  they  contend  for  nothing  but 
what  is  strictly  right,  and  wiO  ultimately  sub- 
mit to  nothing  which  is  materially  wrong.  _  I 
believe,  Mr.  Premdent,  there  wos  some  diversly 
of  opinion  in  one  branch  of  the  LcpdaW* 
which  passed  those  resoluKona.  Thoso  'bo 
opposed  their  pass^e,  were  unwilling  to  briM 
the  anbject  before  the  Congress  of  the  Cnitw 
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StiUe.  "nief  preferred  seeking  redress  bf 
Bute  legislation,  rel^fing  at  onoe  upon  the 

rwerred  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  State  to 
prot«ct  its  citizens  from  all  such  eggressious  as 
that  complained  of  !n  the  cose  now  nnder  con- 
adoration.  And  I  consider  it  my  duty,  sir,  to 
atate,  npon  the  present  occasion,  that  I  entertain 
so  doubt  of  the  constitutional  right,  power,  and 
flipedieacy,  of  the  Btat«s  of  this  Union  pro- 
tecting their  own  citizens  in  their  property  of 
every  descriptioQ ;  and  in  every  case  where  the 
rights  of  property  are  not  constitntionallj  pro- 
tected hj  the  Federal  Goveriunent,  then  the 
duty  of  affording  the  proper  protection  to  the 
citizen,  devolves  On  the  State.  And,  sir,  I  am 
Dot  mistaken  when  I  assnro  yon  that  this  right 
of  the  State  is  ftillj  admitted  and  recognized 
by  tlmt  portion  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Georgia, 
who  passed  these  resolntions,  as  fully  as  by  tbose 
who  were  opposed  to  their  passage.  The  patri- 
otic object  of  the  Lepalature  In  the  passage  of 
theAc  resolutions,  is,  if  practicable,  to  avoid 
farther  controversy  and  oonfliot  with  a  sister 
State— to  avoid  all  measnres  that  may  he  cal- 
culated to  weatcen  the  bonds  of  the  Federal 
Union.  Therefore  this  subject  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  deliberation  and  wisdom  of  Ooo- 
gce^,  I  forbear  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
at  this  time,  oa  to  the  expediency  and  constitQ- 
tion^ity  of  farther  legislation  by  Consress  on 
this  subject.  It  ts  a  subject  which  demands 
the  most  grave  consideration.*  It  is  a  satiiject 
involving  qnestions  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  i>eace  and  harmony  of  this  Union. 
Therefore,  if  any  thing  can  with  propriety  be 
doDe  by  Congress,  to  aid  in  the  avoidance  of 


rideration,  what  ma;  be  properly  done  ought 
to  bo  done  without  unnecessary  delay. 

If  this  Federal  Government  has  no  constitu- 
tional right  to  interpose  efficiently  in  preventing 
these  conflicts  between  the  antiiorities  of  the 
States,  then  the  States  mnst  of  necessity  and 
right  act  fbr  themselves. 

I  will  again  repeat,  sir,  that  I  presume  that 
unanimity  of  fueling  and  opinion  pervades  the 
breasts  of  all  parties  and  classes  in  Georgia,  in 
regard  to  the  constitutional  right  of  the  State, 
to  legislate  efficiently  in  protecting  our  slave 
property  from  snch  aggressiona  as  uie  one  com- 
plained of  in  the  present  case.  It  is  true,  these 
resolntioQs,  ae  I  am  informed,  were  oppose^  in 
their  passage  by  some  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
call  themselves  i%aC«  £f{iAbm«n,'  ondbeitfar 
from  rae  to  deny  to  them  the  right  of  their 
selection  of  a  name.  Bat  snfier  me,  eir,  to 
•ssorcyonondtheSeuate  that  those  who  passed 
the  rosolutiona  on  your  table,  are  no  less  back' 
vard  in  defending  StaU  SiffhU,  than  those  who 
ue  known  by  that  name.  There  is  no  party  in 
Georgia  opposed  to  State  Bights.  We  at«  al! 
in  favor  of  a  striot  coUHtmction  of  the  Ckrastitn- 
tioa  of  the  United  States.  Tliia  Government 
i*  conridered  by  all  to  be  a  Government  of 
enameivted  powers.    The  principle,  that  it  can 
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constitution,  is  now  nnlversallr  admitted  by  all 

parties  in  Georgia.  Though  the  application  of 
these  principles,  has  prodaced,  wiU  occasion- 
ally  produce,  conflicting  opinions  and  views,  and 
will  probably  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  our 
system  of  Government  exists,  I  take  it  to  be 
a  settled  principle  in  theState  of  Oeoieia,  agreed 
to  by  all  parties,  that  those  subjects  of  logislation 
which  are  not  enumerated  in  the  surrender  to 
tbeGeneralGovemment,  remain  subject  to  State 
legislation  and  regulation ;  and  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  over 
all  subjects,  not  having  been  abridged,  impaired, 
or  altered  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  is  as  perfect,  fUl,  and  complete  as  if  the 
ConstitntioQ  of  the  United  States  had  never 
been  adopted.  Each  State  now,  as  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Oonstitntion,  is  a  ungle 
sovereign  power;  a  nation  over  whom  no  ex- 
ternal power  can  operal^  whose  jnrisdiotion  is 
necessarily  exclnsive  and  absolute  within  its 
own  boundaries,  and  susceptible  of  no  limita- 
tion not  imposed  by  itself,  by  a  coaatitntional 
grant  of  power  to  the  Federal  Union.  The 
ori^nal  jnrsisdiction  of  the  State  adheres  to  its 
territory  as  a  portion  of  Its  soverei^ty  not 
yet  given  away,  or  subject  to  the  grant  of 
power  in  the  Federal  Oonstitntion,  and  may 
therefore    be    numbered   with    the    residuary 

Eovrere  which  remain  in  the  State.  But,  ur, 
avSng  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  State  has 
the  eonstitntionol  right  to  protect  the  property 
of  her  oltitens,  suffer  me  to  remark,  in  support 
of  that  opinion,  that  the  history  of  the  aaop- 
tion  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  odoption  of  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States,  affords  demonstration,  that  the 

nle  of  the  several  States,  however  desirons 
irm  a  Confederation,  Union,  or  General 
Government,  were  never  willing  for  a  moment, 
nnde^  any  circumstances,  to  confide  to  a  Gene- 
ral Government  the  control  or  management  of 
their  separate  and  internal  policy.  The  great- 
est fear  of  granting  the  power  of  taxation  to 
the  Federal  Government,  did  not  arise  so  much 
from  a  fear  of  taxation  itself,  as  that  the  power 
might  be  used  as  a  pretext  for  interfering  with 
their  internal  affurs. 

It  was  indispensable,  however,  to  the  efB- 
ciency  of  any  Federal  Government,  that  it  should 
have  the  power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce, 
and  between  the  States,  by  laws  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  United  States,  yet  it 
was  considered  at  the  time  one  of  the  most 
delicate  subjects  that  could  be  touched,  on  ao- 
coonl  of  the  difflonlty  of  imposing  restraints  up- 
on the  ^[tension  of  snch  power,  to  matters  not 
directly  appertaining  to  commercial  regulation. 
This  cautious  spirit  may  be  plainly  seen  in  the- 
guarded  language  of  the  constitution,  in  the 
grant  of  the  power  of  taxation,  and  the  regnlft- 
tion  of  commerce,  which  give  them  in  the  moat 
express  terms,  yet  in  snch  as  admit  of  no  ex- 
tenuon  to  other  subjects  of  legidation,  which 
are  not  included  in  the  enumeration  of  powers. 
Congress,  while  lUmted  to  the  olfjeoti  of  t«x»- 
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tioQ  defined  in  the  coiuUtalioii,  may  not  expect 
to  oome  into  collision  with  6t^  Iavb;  bat  the 
power  to  regulate  oommerce  ia  odmiUed  to  be 
a  enbject  of  great  diffionlty,  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar ritoation  of  oar  coanUj,  and  tona  of  our 
political  institatitms.  In  other  nationa,  it  ia 
only  of  two  descriptions,  foreign  and  domestic ; 
in  a  confederate  Oovemmeat  we  neeeaaarjly 
have  a  third — that  is,  oommeroe  between  the 
consUtnent  members  of  the  oonfederacy .  And 
in  the  United  States,  there  was  a  fourth,  which 
waa  carried  on  with  the  nnmeroua  Indian  tribee 
who,  at  the  furmatjon  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, occupied  a  faat  portion  of  the  territory. 
Each  description  of  commerce  reoognixed  in  the 
GonstitnUon  of  the  United  States,  ia,  from  its 
nature,  distinct  from  the  other.  In  the  mode  of 
conducting  it,  the  snttJeotB  of  operation,  and  ila 

Let  it  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  Statas  have 
never  surrendered  their  rights  to  regnlate  in- 
ternal commerce,  within  their  own  bouudariea. 
The  grant  given  to  the  federal  Oovemment  is 
confined  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreigiT 
nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  which  necessarily  restricts 
the  term,  commerce,  to  that  whioh  concerns 
more  than  one ;  and  the  eDomerotion  of  tlie 
particalar  cases  to  whioh  the  power  was  to  he 
extended,  presoppoeea  sometliiug  to  which  it 
does  not  ext«ad. 

Therefore,  the  right  of  the  States  to  pass  in-, 
ntectiou,  qnarautiue,  and  health  laws  of  every 
descriptioD,  has  never  been  enrrendered  to  the 
Federal  Qovernmeut,  nor  can  the  exercise  of 
■noh  a  right  be  qaestioned  upon  sound  eonsti- 
tntional  priocipiea.  No  general  power  over 
theao  ol^ecta  having  l>een  granted  to  Oongroas, 
eouBequently  they  remain  snbjeot  to  StaM  leg- 
islation. The  qoarautine,  health,  and  inapeo- 
tion  laws  of  the  States,  have  very  properly,  in 
most  cases,  been  made  to  operate  directly  on 
the  subjects  of  commerce — the  ship,  the  ca^o, 
the  crew  and  passengers,  are  brought  within 
the  operation  of  these  State  laws. 

On  the  very  same  principle  by  Fhioh  a  State 
may  prevent  the  introduction  of  infected  per- 
sons, or  goods,  and  articles  daugerona  to  the 
persons  ^d  property  of  its  citizens,  it  may  ex- 
clude paupers,  mcendiaries,  vicious,  dishonest, 
and  cormpt  persons,  such  as  may  endanger  the 
morals,  health,  or  property  of  its  people.  This 
whole  subject  is  necessarily  connected  with  the 
interna]  police  of  a  Q\aX»,  no  item  of  which  has, 
to  any  extent,  been  delegated  to  Cougress,  and 
every  branch  of  whieh  has  been  excepted  to 
the  prohibitions  on  the  States,  and  is  of  coarse 
incladed  in  the  reserved  rights  and  powers  of 
the  States.  In  the  remarks  whioh  I  have  sntt- 
mitted,  Ur.  Preddent,  I  should  not  do  justice  to 
myself,  or  to  Jndge  Baldwin  of  the  Supreme 
b«ioh,  were  I  not  here  to  acknowledge  mj  in- 
debtedness to  that  able  Jurist  and  sound  expos- 
itor of  conatitDldonal  law,  for  having  published 
bis  views  on  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  from  whiidt  work  I  have  derived  much 


aid  in  the  fonnation  and  exprcauon  of  the  opin- 
"  -  -  which  I  have  presented  to  the  SeaiU  on 


doctrines  which  I  have  advanced. 

It  only  remaina  for  me  to  ask  Uiat  ikftsi  t» 
olutJODS,  tt^ther  with  the  corrM^nd^Me 
which  I  have  referred  to,  may  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  be  priiUd, 

Ur.  WiuxuiB  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  ov- 
pose  any  action  which  might  be  desired  b;  tbe 
State  of  Georgia  upon  tiiese  resolutioni,  «tba 
by  Cougress  or  by  that  State,  but  to  state  tan 
(acts  as  b«  nnderstood  them,  in  additioo  lo  itn 
statement  of  the  Senator  from  Georgit.  it 
be  understood  the  question  between  Georeii 
and  Maine,  it  had  no  relation  to  the  ri^t  of 
Georgia  to  make  such  laws,  and  to  execute  ttira 
within  her  own  limits,  asmightappesrtot^ 
State  JDSt  and  proper,  but  to  the  quatjai 
whether  or  not  the  persons  charged  vere  fo^ 
tivea  from  Justioe.  As  ho  understood  the  b^ 
the  persons  sooght  to  be  delivered  np  to  Gm^ 
gia,  were  the  master  and  mate  of  a  ceartaj 
vessel  belonging  to  Uaine,  who  had,  in  tb 
usual  course  of  their  business,  delivered  a  or- 
go  at  Savannah,  and  received  a  return  atp^ 
and,  in  the  usual  coarse  of  business,  left  tbi 
port  on  their  return  to  Maine  -,  that,  after  b«ii{ 
one  or  two  days  on  their  voyage  homeKwi* 
noise  was  heard  in  the  forward  part  of  lie  vfc- 
sel,  and,  upon  examination,  the  slave  Id  qn^ 
tion  was  discovered,  and  tlie  c^tain  pnniH 
his  voyag«  homeward,  and  npon  his  airitili' 
Thomaaton,  in  Uoine,  where  the  vessel  beloar 
ed,  he  was  met  by  the  owner,  or  agents  i^  i^ 
owner  of  the  slave,  who,  without  wamnt  or 
other  process,  took  the  slave  lute  cnstodj,  w 
returned  him  to  the  owner  ia  Georgia. 

Under  such  circamatances,  the  demand  np^ 
the  Governor  of  Ualne  was  made  and  repeiW 
for  the  delivery  of  Philbrook  and  Kiilem  « 
fugitives  from  jnatioe.  The  Governor  of  lliio'. 
not  deemiog  them,  under  the  peculiar  catii^ 
stances  of  the  case,  to  be  fugitives  from  jnstKt 
according  to  the  true  constroction  of  the  w°- 
Btitution  and  laws  upon  that  subject,  had  dedn- 
od  to  deliver  up  those  peraona  to  be  transporl« 
to  Geor^a  upon  the  demand  of  the  Gotcito* 
of  that  State.  While  the  Governor  of  M»u» 
had  duties  to  perform  to  sister  States,  he  ^ 
9^  duties  to  perform  to  the  citiieos  of  hi*  o" 
State ;  and  it  dianld  be  known  that  the  per!<^ 
charged  were  men  of  small  meana,  andiUT''* 
to  bear  the  expenses  and  sacrifices  incidfsi  f 
their  removal  to  Georgia,  and  cairying  ^'l" 
them,  as  witnesses,  all  the  crew  of  the  vesaJ  la 
which  the  slave  waa  found,  which  would  be  kh 
dispensable  to  establish  their  innocwM  aa^ 
obt«n  an  acquittal  upon  their  trial  1'  '■ 
nuder  such  circumstances  that  '^^^^'^^^JJ 
Uaine  had  declined  to  deliver  up  the  peRCW 
demanded  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia;  "Ji^ 
can  it  be  said  that.  In  ao  doing,  he  ''""ft 
garded  his  offldal  doty  I  If,  however,  foni^ 
fegislatioii  upoa  tills  delioMe  sutgect  can  a*" 
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a  teodenoj  to  deStie  and  render  the  dnties  of 
the  Oovemon  of  the  Mveral  Btotea  more  clear 
u)d  oerUia  thftn  ibaj  now  are,  be  oonld  have 
DO  objeotion  to  its  being  dene ;  and  henee  he 
bad  DO  objection  to  the  reference  of  the  reaoln- 
ttona  u  a^ed  by  the  Senator  ttam  Georgia. 

After  aome  very  eloqaent  and  ulmated  re- 
marks of  Mr.  CiTiHBEBT,  and  Hr.  LtiMPZJir,  in 
reply, 

The  motloQ  of  Ur.  L.  to  refer  the  reaolotions 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodidary,  and  to 
print,  was  agreed  to. 

FsnuT,  Uaroh  18. 

Srititli   Liberation   of  American  Statei  whilt 

patting  J^rom  <m«  XT.  8.  port  to  artother. 

The  foUowing  resolotioiie,  Bnbmitted  by  Ur. 

CiuiotFii  on  the  4th  instant,  were  token  up : 

lUtolfd,  That  >  diip  or  Te«el  on  Um  hi^  aeu, 
in  time  of  peace,  engaged  in  a  lawfnl  fojige,  U,  le- 
cording  to  tbe  laws  of  nationi,  under  the  extduaJTe 
jnrudi^ioa  of  the  State  to  whtcta  hebflag  belnnm, 
'     ■    ;  a  part  of  ita  own  do- 


laws.  lose  none  of  tbe  righU  apper- 
tiining  to  ber  on  tbe  high  aeas,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
At  and  ber  tai^,  and  persona  on  board,  with  their 
propntj,  and  2\  the  rrgbta  bdonging  to  their  per- 
nnal  letatiODO,  ■■  estaUiahed  by  the  laws  of  the  Slate 
to  which  tliey  belong,  would  be  under  tbe  protection 
■liicfa  tbe  Ian  of  oatioDi  esteod  to  tbe  nofortu- 


Rttalrei,  Tbat  (be  brig  Enlerptiae,  wbicb  was 
Timed  anatoidably  by  etreae  of  weathei  into  Port 
HuniltM,  Bennuda  island,  while  on  a  lawful  Toyage 
on  the  high  acaa  fhim  one  part  of  tbe  Union  to  an- 
other, comes  within  tbe  piinciplei  embraced  !□  the 
forrgcHng  reeolalioos ;  and  tbat  tbe  seizure  and  deten- 
tion of  the  n^roea  on  board  by  Uie  loci]  autborities 
ofthc  island,  waa  an  act  in  vidaUon  of  tbe  laws  of 
felons,  and  highly  odJuK  to  our  citiiens  to  whom 
ibey  belong. 

Mr.  CiLHOus'  snbnutted  his  views  at  length 
on  tbe  resolntiuns,  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  GsuiniT  and  Kino, 

Od  motion  by  Ur.  Kiso,  the  resolntions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affi^ra. 

The  Senate  tlien  went  into  the  consideration 
ot  ExecQlive  bunneae ;  after  which 

It  odj  Domed. 


HOUSE  OF  ttXPRXSENTATiyUB. 

HoNiUT,  March  16. 
^ith  and  (^iMeM  MMSttmt— Am^'Hfa^M^ 
enetoftitOniUd  Statv. 
^'-  Ccsitna  B^d;  I  beg  leave  to  put  a 
1|iMlioD  to  the  chairmsn  of  the  Oommittee  on 
lercign  Al&irs,  (Ur  PioKKm,)  in  regard  to  a 
^'^r  concerning  which  mlMpprebension  es- 
Wsibroad,  and  which,  though  it  tenches  indi- 
^wiially  myMir  and  a  oollaagne  of  mine  now 


absent  on  a  sick  bed,  (Ur.  LawaxHOK,)  I  ahoold 
not  have  bf  nbled  the  Honae  with,  if  it  vrere 
not  of  great  pnblio  importance  to  the  wel&re 
and  repntotioQ  of  the  Unit«d  States. 

No  objection  being  mode,  Ur.  CuBBmo  pro- 
ceeded to  say :  I  proposed  a  resolution,  early  In 
the  eeaslon,  calling  on  the  Executive  fur  in- 
formation as  to  oar  relations  with  China,  which 
reeotntion,  being  afterwards  submitted  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affi^rs,  was  by  theoi 
reported  to  the  Honae,  and  adopted;  end  to 
which  the  Executive  has  since  responded,  in 
a  Uessage  now  ia  tbe  poaseesion  of  the  Honae. 
Uy  colleagce  (Ur.  Lawbkkob)  also  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  tbe  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  China,  relative  to  the  ssme 
matter.  These  papers  are  now  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfMn, 
Meanwhile,  I  am  somewhat  distorbea  to  leam, 
throngb  tbe  intelligence  bronght  by  the  Great 
Western,  that  these  movementa  here  are  eon- 
stmed  in  England  as  indicating  a  diq>oaition 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Government  "  to 
Join  heart  and  band  " — as  the  expression  is  In 
a  paragraph  of  an  English  ministerial  jonmol 
now  before  me — '*  to  join  beart  and  hand  with 
the  British  Government,  and  endeavor  to 
obt^n  commertial  treaties  from  the  authorities 
in  China."  Now,  so  for  as  regards  myeelf,  I 
wish  to  say  that  this  is  a  great  misconception, 
if  it  be  not  a  wilful  perversion,  of  what  la  con- 
templated here.  I  have,  it  Is  true,  thought  that 
the  present  contingency, — when  tiie  Americana 
at  Canton,  and  they  almost  or  quite  alone, 
have  manifested  a  proper  respect  for  the  laws 
and  public  rights  of  the  Chinese  empire,  in 
honorable  contrast  wltb  tbeontrageous  miscnn- 
duct  of  the  English  there — and  when  the 
Chinese  Government,  gjatefnl  for  the  upright 
deportment  of  the  Americans,  has  manifested  the 
best  poesible  feeling  towards  them — I  have 
thonght  that  these  drcmnstances  afforded  a  fa- 
vorable opportunity  to  endeavor  to  pat  the 
American  trade  with  China  on  a  inst  aud  stable 
footing  for  the  fbtare.  But,  God  forbid  that  I 
ahoala  entertain  the  idea  of  oo-operating  with  the 
British  Government  in  tbe  purpose — if  pur- 
pose it  have — of  npholding  tne  base  cnpidi^ 
and  violence,  and  higb-handed  infraction  of  all 
law,  human  and  divine,  which  have  character- 
ized the  operations  of  the  British,  individually 
and  collectively,  in  the  seas  of  China.  I 
disavow  all  sympathy  with  those  operations. 
I  denounce  them  most  emphatically.  And, 
though  it  is  not  competent  tbr  me  to  speak  of 
what  has  been  done  or  ia  intended  in  the 
Ooiumittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  rdative  to  thia, 
yet  thus  much  I  may  say,  that,  in  tbat  commit- 
tee, and  among  all  its  memljen,  I  am  confident 
that  there  ta  but  one  spirit — and  tbat  ia,  to 
gnardthe  intereets  and  to  m^nlMn  tbe  honor 
of  the  nnit«d  States.  It  is  due  to  the  Exeo- 
ntive,  also,  that  I  should  say  that  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  or  to  suspeot  that  the  Pred- 
dent  or  faia  Cabinet  entertains  any  bat  tbe 
most  proper  views  on  tUi  nttject.    At  the 
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same  time,  to  cloee  the  door  at  once  agaiiut 
aU  misnndentaadiiig,  tad  wt  the  vhole  matter 
in  a  dear  light^  !□  order  that  the  Chinese 
Governnieiit  need  not  be  mialed  into  snppoe- 
hig  that,  while  the  Ameriocuu  in  Canton  pro- 
feM  to  act  good  futh,  and  eojo;  the  beneHts 
of  it,  any  different  purpose  i^  entertaiiied 
here,  I  pnt  this  qoeetion  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Ooimnitt«e  on  Foreign  Alfi^rs — whether 
be  himself^  or,  ao  far  as  he  knows,  the  £seo- 
ntive  of  the  United  Statea,  has  any  idea  of 
making  common  oanse  with  Great  Britain  in 
reference  t«  the  recent  events  in  Cbioa! 

Ur.  Fiouora,  in  reply,  said  that,  in  reference 
to  himself  it  was  very  {ai  from  being  the  &ct 
tli«t  he  waa  disposed  to  make  common  oaoae 
with  England  in  her  desisna  in  China — for  Uie 
very  first  moment  the  subject  was  refenvd  to 
tlie  committee,  and  laid  before  them,  that 
Tei7  point  waa  made  by  himself,  and  he 
objected  expressly  to  onr  appearing  before  the 
world  (as  might  be  inferred  from  the  expres- 
eloa  in  the  memorial)  as  acting  in  concert  with 
the  British  Qovernment  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. Bo  far  as  the  Ezecntive  was  concerned, 
he  had  no  authority  for  speaking;  bnt  be 
was  lodnced  to  believe  that  no  snoh  fact  of 
intended  concert  with  Oreat  Britain,  as  the 
gentleman  directly  referred  to,  existed. 
had  DO  intention  directly  or  indirectly  to 
aid  in  forcing  on  the  Cbinede  the  odions  traffic 
in  opinm.  He  (Hr.  F.)  believed  that  if  we 
oonla  prevail  on  China  to  abandon  her  policy 
of  non-interooarve  with  the  world — if  we  could 
prevut  on  her  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
that  mi^t  have  for  ita  basis  oommeroiol  rela- 
tions which  vonld  place  ns  on  an  egnal  footing 
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the  State  of  New  Jeney,  appeared,  wsaquMei^ 
and  took  faia  seat. 


this  he  had  little  hopes, 
for  its  wu  known  that  China,  from  time  im- 
memorial, had  been  opposed  to  all  treatiea. 
Onr  only  otijeot  fsud  Br,  P.  )  is  to  place  onr 
oommeroe  with  China  on  an  eqnal  footing  witb 
that  of  other  nations,  and  to  see  that  no  advan- 
tagebetakenofna. 

Sorely  England  doea  net  oeeapg  a  p<>rition 
atprettU  to  command  any  sympathy  or  co- 
operati<m  from  ns.  He  would  forbear  to 
tonoh  upon  those  points  that  are  now  at  umm 
iaheetn  ns,  which  may,  in  the  progress  of 
OTcnts,  become  of  the  deepest  importance.  It  is 
not  our  policy  to  appear  to  act  under  her  cover 
and  co-operation.  We  wilt  act  upon  our 
•eporate  and  independent  Intereata,  and  our 
own  views  of  policy. 

Ur.  CnsHiNa  then  aud:  I  thank  the  Koase 
for  its  indulgence,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  who  has  an- 
swered my  qnestion  so  satisfactorily ;  and  I 
trust  the  idea  will  no  longer  be  entertained  in 
England,  if  she  chooses  to  persevere  in  the 
attempt  to  coerce  the  Chinese  by  force  of  anus 
to  submit  to  ba  poisoned  with  opinm  by 
whole  provinces,  that  she  la  to  reoeive  aid  or 
ooantenonce  from  the  Unit«d  States  in  that 
ne&rioos  anterprise. 


TcKSDAT,  March  S4. 
S^ntd  Sugar  Z>rawback. 
Mr.  Bnrroit  asked  the  indolgeuH  d  tk 
SenatCL  while  he  ahmild  correct  on  emx  iiio 
which  be  bad  fialtea  a  few  days  ago  in  rriiikE 
to  the  part  which  a  late  Benotor  ofthsUiild 
States  had  ooted  in  theyear  1888,  ioregtriui 
the  drawback  on  refined  sagar:  he  smkerf 
Governor  Dickrbson  of  New  Jersey.  fleW 
represented  that  gentleman,  when  he  opewJ 
the  subject  of  the  sugar  and  rum  drairbidi 
few  days  ago,  as  having  made  the  propoitiMi, 
and  carried  it  throngh,  to  raise  the  dnwbi^ 
on  refined  sngars  exported,  from  four  kdUIo 
five  cents  apound.  Onlookingovertbedto 
to  which  that  proposition  gave  rise,  whidi  w 
in  the  month  of  .December,  leSS,  he  (Mr.  &I 
found  that  it  was  Gen.  Smith,  of  JfsfyW 
who  made  the  proposition,  and  that  Govemr 
DicBBBSONwasone  of  those  who  oppoeedit|W 
by  speaking  actunst  it  and  voting  agiia^t  it; 
arguing  that  tne  additional  cent  would  be  i 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  srtida,  i^ 
an  enoourageniont  to  frand,  such  as  had  t«l* 
place  in  the  ram  and  snuff  drawbaoka  Tm 
and  events  had  proved  these  niiaioni  w 
right;  and  the  biU  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  Ii^ 
brought  in  to  reduce  drawbacks  was  InltaW 
among  other  thinga,  to  correct  the  errooaw 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  sugar  drs'twi 
which  commenced  in  the  act  of  18SS,  tsd  M 
so  greatly  aggravated  by  the  comprom^  ** 
of  1883. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  with  some  pride  tbilbi 
looked  back  to  his  own  oooiae  at  tbe  tlw 
this  drawback  was  rdsed.  He  was  tb«  i^ 
Senator  that  spoke  against  it,  and  the  ffiur 
speaker  agdnat  it  on  the  first  day,  «b«  M 
spoke  three  times.  The  next  day  Govern* 
Dickereon  and  Mr,  Tazewell  spoke  »g»'i^^ 
bat  without  being  able  to  arrest  tbe  bill,  wU* 
immediately  pBB^,  and  now  stands  as  sootliff 
monument  of  the  evUs  of  hasty  legi^>^ 
Although  the  whole  subject  was  new  to  I* 
yet,  Mr.  B.  swd,  the  report  of  the  d«I«B 
shows  that  he  saw  the  evils  of  the  nwa""' 
distinctly  at  that  day,  and  was  tbe  fir«  to 
denounce  them ;  and  that  every  evil  t*"* '^ 
lass  precisely  as  he  argued  Uiat  it  wM*"- 
iis  argument  was,  that  this  addition^  °* 
cent  per  pound  on  the  oxporta^n  ot  n^ 
sugar,  would  be  a  bounty  upon  its  export** 
and  an  addition  to  its  price  at  home;  thtf  ™ 
manaflaGturers  then  had  a  montqxdr  '^  '"' 
home  supply  of  refined  sugar  in  coiwqwnw 
of  tbe  auty  of  twelve  cente  per  poiii»  " 
refined  sngar ;  that  ose  cent  a  p»>° 
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oa  soch  an  article  as  sugar,  where  tbe  dealer 
coald  increase  bla  badneaa  no  largelj,  thongh 
small  in  the  detail,  was  enonnons  in  tbie  aggre- 
gate, and  lUQBt  indac«  the  reflnerg  to  moke 


acooant  of  the  great  Hoine  it  would  take 
from  it — and  to  the  conntr;  becaose  they 
woald  httve  to  paj  an  additional  price  equal 
to  the  additional  drawbaok,  Mr.  B.  quoted 
the  irords  of  hia  speech : 

"  The  effect  of  the  bill  vta  to  iriva  one  cent  prami- 
ain  on  eT«7  pouod  of  sugir,  reSaed  and  reported. 
If  tbe  reSnera  could  eiport  at  preectit,  the  additional 
bounty  (for  he  could  look  upon  it  in  no  other  li^t) 
of  one  cent,  woold  cause  Immenae  ahipments,  or  great 
and  exorbitant  proGta  be  exacted."  "While  cut 
off  from  the  competition  of  for^gneis  bj  a  duty 
of  twelve  cents  per  pound  oa  finported  refined 
•u^rs,  the  reSner  eioriiitantlf  demands  a  drawback 
of  fire  cents  on  the  pound.  This  was  a  bold  attempt 
u  monopd;,  and  would  soon  openle  as  a  direct 

These  were  hie  objections  to  the  act  twelve 
years  ago.  He  was  answered  by  General 
Smith,  that  "if  the  bill  paseed,  the  whole 
avonge  amonnt  of  the  exportationa  would 
only  ba  |1,00T; "— 'tthat  100,000  poauds 
mi^t  be  exported  in  t,  jeex  instead  of  84,000." 
Ur.  Woodbary,  the  jiresenl  Secretary  of  the 
Trensory,  ctHicaired  with  GenerHl  Smith  in  his' 
general  views,  and  stated  the  drawback  that  year 
to  be  ahont  $2,000,  (which  would  give  about  60,- 
000  ponndafor  the  export,)  and  supposed  tliat  it 
might  tise  to  the  amoont  snpjioaea  by  General 
Smith.  These  were  the  opinions  at  the  time ; 
and  now  for  the  results.     A  table  received  from 


drawltack  on  the  export  of  these  refined  siigars 
frnm  182S,  when  tbe  drawback  was  raiaed,  till 
1833,  when  tbe  compromise  act  was  passed. 


In  1828,  $2,045  j 

1829,  46,099 

1880,  B4,aS0 


In  1B8I, 

issa, 


43,840 


6noh  was  the  enormona  and  Instant  increase  I 
This  Uble  diowe  that  the  ott}ection*  to  the 
bill  were  well  taken,  and  have  been  justified 
by  the  event  The  drawback  was  raised  in 
I>eoember,  1838;  the  next  year  the  amonnt 
paid  rose  from  $2,000  to  |4fi,000;  the  year 
after  to  fHOOO;  and  in  Uie  foar  years  the 
amount  paid  for  this  drawback  was  aboot 
$280,000;  being  npwsrds  of  double  the  amount 
paid  on  that  head  from  the  foandatlon  of  the 
Govemmenl  np  to  the  vear  1328.  The  whole 
amonnt  paid  for  these  arawbocks  linm  1789  to 
182S  was  abont  $130,000;  the  fact  of  more 
than  datii>ling  this  amonnt  in  fonr  years  after 
183B,  proves  that  the  additional  cent  on  the 
drawback  was,  what  it  bad  been  charged  to  tie, 
a  prtmivm  vat  ^  tha  l^taturjf,  aitd  a  noted 
boantj/  vpo»  exportation.  This  was  the  effect 
mder  tbe  act  (f  1838 ;  and  bod  enough  it  was ; 


bnt  then  came  the  eompromise  act  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  raw  sugar,  with  biennial  redno- 
tions,  unUl  it  will. go  down  to  leas  than  one 
cent  per  pound,  while  the  drawback  remains 
at  five.  The  consequeuoe  of  this  new  error  li 
another  eioessive  angmentotion  of  the  export 
of  refined  sugars,  and  the  drawback  payable 
upon  them.  In  1889,  this  ex^iort  had  actnally 
arrived  at  upwards  of  five  millions  of  ponnda 
per  annrnn,  drawing  above  $350,000  ont  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  single  yearl  and  tiib  sliU  on  the 
increase;  for  the  great  reduoUoDS  of  duty,  and 
the  greatest  tempations  to  export,  are  yet  to 
come ;  they  oome  in  1841  and  1842,  and  there- 
after until  the  act  of  1883  is  amended. 

Ur.  B.  then  showed  the  annnal  increase  of 
drawback  on  refined  sugar,  under  the  com- 
promise act,  to  be,  after  it  began  to  operate 
in  1836 : 

ForlSSS,  $42,289]  For  1836,  $146,194 
1830,       83,768  1839,      361,801 

1837,     100,042  I 

This,  he  said,  was  the  efTeot  of  the  act  for  five 
yean,  and  the  five  daring  which  its  operation 
was  less  beneficial  to  the  exporter  than  it 
would  l>e  hereafter.  Proceeding  in  the  some 
ratio  of  increase,  in  three  or  four  years  more, 
when  the  sugar  duty  oomes  down  to  20  per 
cent,  on  the  value,  tbe  fact  would  be  that  the 
whole  revenue   from   sugar  would  be  insnfh- 


it  is  oue-fifth  too  much  under  the  act  of  1828; 
and  it  Is  made  doable  too  much  by  the  operation 
of  the  compromise  aot.  During  the  last  year 
alone,  the  two  acta  together  gave  the  sugar 
refiners  abont  $1C0,000  more  than  they  ought 
to  have  reoeived.  After  1843,  if  these  acts 
ore  not  altered,  these  refiners  will  receive 
about  five  times  as  much  as  they  would  be 
entitled  to  under  a  Mr  a^ustment  of  the  draw- 
back, and,  consequently,  would  increase  th^ 
eiportatjons  un^i  the  whole  sugar  revenue 
wonld  be  absorbed  in  the  payment  of  thdr 
drawback !  He  (Ur.  B.)  in  his  previous 
opening  speech,  hod  snpposed  that  the  draw- 
back already  alisorbed  the  whole  sugar  ret- 
enna;  but  tliat  was  an  error— an  error  as  to 
time  only;  fbr,  after  1843,  the  whole  of  this 
revenue  might  actually  bo  alisorbed  in  th^ 
way.  The  molasses  and  salt  revenue,  he  had 
shown,  were  to  be  absorbed  in  the  same  way, 
unless  prevented  by  timely  legislation. 
Ur.  B  said  it  hod  always  been  considered  a 
ingerous  thing  to  allow  a  drawback  in  a  case 
where  on  article  had  passed  out  of  tbe  bonds 
of  the  collector,  or  hod  broken  bulk,  or  had 
changed  its  form.  Both  Mr.  Tazewell  and 
Ur.  Bickerson  spoke  of  this  danger  in  1838, 
and  instanced  tne  famous  case  of  the  snaff 
drawback  in  1798;  and  Ur.  Tazewell  showed 
the  SDgor  drawback  to  be  a  remnant  of  the 
old  excise  on  sugar  in  1794,  and  again  during 
the  late  war.  By  this  excise,  the  sugar 
refiners  paid  4  cents  a  pound  to  the  TreosDry 
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on  &11  the  mgftr  refined  br  them,  mod  if  thejr 
exported  BI17  pan  which  h«d  paid  thii  4 
centa,  the^  drew  it  back.  At  the  same  time, 
to  eoable  them  to  paj  this  excise,  and  to 
make  a  better  soaroe  of  reveane,  CongreH 
cave  them  a  monopoly  of  the  home  market 
for  refined  sagar,  dj  putting  a  proliibitorj 
datf  of  IS  centa  on  the  pound  on  imported 
refined  sagare.  Thia  waa  the  orinn  of  the 
engar  drawback.  The  ezoise  baa  long  ainee 
ceased ;  bat  ita  two  children,  the  monopolj 
and  the  drawback,  snrrived ;  and  this  draw- 
back was  iocreased  one-lifth  in  1828,  and  is 
now  doubled  noder  the  act  of  1888,  and  will 
Boon  be  qnadmpled,  if  that  act  ia  not  altered. 

Ht.  B.  said  bis  only  object  this  morning 
waa  to  do  jastice  to  a  former  member  of  this 
body,  Hr,  Dickeraon,  whom  he  bad  placed  on 
the  wronff  side  of  a  moat  important  qneation, 
and  to  show  that  that  gentleman,  and  Hr. 
Tazewell,  and  he  might  add  himself,  (for  he 
was  the  first  among  them  to  oppose  the  in- 
creased drawback  of  163S,)were  all  right  in 
their  opposition  to  that  meaaare,  and  in  their 
predictions  of  its  effect  in  stimnlating  expor- 
tatioQS  of  refined  angar,  and  keeping  np  the 
price  at  home,  and  dmning  large  aama  ondnlj 
from  the  Tresanry. 

Tlie  Senate  then  went  into  Ezeontive  sesdoa ; 

And  lAerwarda  adjoomed. 

HoTiDiT,  Ifarch  80. 
FUhing  B<»untU»  and  AllowiTieti. 

Ur.  BaSTOir  presented  aome  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  importation  of  augar  and  molossee, 
which  were  onlered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  offered  the  following  resolntion ; 

JUtelved,  Thu  a  Select  Conmitteo  at  three  mem- 
ben  be  appointed  to  midie  a  Icoil  and  dooumeaUiy 
report,  founded  npa«  laws  ana  documents  on  the 
origin  ind  character  of  tlie  firiiing  bounties  and  al- 
lowances, and  to  diow  the  reason  and  motive  for 
granting  the  same,  with  an  accurate  reference  to 
every  Uw  and  documeDt  quoted  and  relied  upon, 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  appointed  by  the 

'  The  reaolntioa  waa  considered  and  adopted, 
and  tlie  Caus  sppc^ted  the  following  pena- 
ton  as  sud  committee :  Means.  Binton,  Divts, 
and  AvDXBSOH. 

TuMKiT,  April  t. 
Death  Iff  lie  Son,  Thaddeut  BtlU. 

Mr.  8mTR,  of  Conneottont,  addressed  the  Ben- 
ate  as  follows : 

Mr.  Pbbsidsft;  The  melancbdy  doty  de- 
TOlves  npon  me  to  annotmoe  to  the  Senate  the 
death  of  my  ooUeagae,  the  Hon.  Tbaddbds 
Betts,  who  departed  this  life  this  morning,  a 
few  minutea  before  six  o'clock.  I  visited  him 
yesterday  at  his  lodgings,  and  tlioQgh  I  waa 
strongly  impreeeed  with  the  opinion  <^  the  ma- 
lignancy of  hia  disease,  it  did  not  seem  to  be 
the  opinion  of  those  aronnd  him  that  he  was  in 
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any  immediate  danger.  My  Oiwn  indiqioatacKi, 
I  tmat,  will  be  a  anffioient  ^itjogy  for  tbe 
brevity  of  my  remarks  on  this  melanchdj  ot 
casioD.  Mr.  Bins  waa  a  man  of  a  high  oidrr 
of  intellect,  and  of  varied  and  exteoMve  s^ 
gnirements.  The  confidenae  of  the  pec^  of 
his  State  in  hia  abilities  and  worth,  was  mtoi- 
fested  by  the  many  elevated  and  importint 
pnblio  tmsta  to  which  their  voices  called  him, 
and  he  discbarsed  their  varioos  duties  Tith 
honor  to  himself,  and  satisfectiw  to  the  public 
At  the  bar,  few  enjojed  a  higher  repiAatioi, 
and  the  orbanity  and  courtesy  which  marked 
his  interconrso  with  his  profesaional.bretlffca, 
made  him  a  general  favonte.  In  the  reUtiou 
of  friend  and  citizen,  the  testimony  of  sU  who 
had  the  pleasgreofhisftognaintance,  will  bep'fln 
to  tbe  high  estimation  in  which  ho  was  held. 

And  though  all  his  acqn^tanoea  moarn  bi) 
lose,  none  can  feel  their  bereavement  with  radi 
intensity  as  those  who  looked  to  him  a*  Iber 

Sroteotor :  the  wife  has  lost  in  him  a  kind  urd 
evoted  hnsbimd ;  the  children  a  fond  and  af- 
fectionate father. 

Mr.  Davis  then  aabmittod  the  fbllowing  rts- 
olntiona : 

Retolttd,  mHnitnMnitly,  That  a  conunltlee  ht  nf- 
ptdnted  to  take  order  for  auperintending  tbe  Ivntnl 
of  theHon.  THiDoara  Bma,  which  will  take  piM 
tOMDOrrow.at  half-past  IS  o'dodc;  tint  theSemU 
will  attend  the  aune,  and  that  notloe  thereof  be  gins 
to  the  BoDse  of  Representatives. 

Jtaelvtd,  wuMnum^ih  That  tbe  menben  of  Ibt 
Senate,  from  a  uncere  dodre  of  allowing  everj  lui^ 
of  respect  dee  to  the  memory  of  tlie  Hon.  Tbidmm 
Brts,  dec*«aed,  lite  a  member  thereof,  will  go  inW 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of 
weuing  crape  on  tbe  leA  arm. 

Rt^vtd,  Hnonimowafy,  That,  as  m  edditionsi  niu* 
of  respect  for  tbe  memory  of  the  Hon.  TuiiDin 
fiirre,  the  Senate  do  now  s^fonra. 

The  resolntiona  were  tmanimonaly  adijpted, 

id 

The  Senate  a^otimed. 


and 


HOITBX  OF  REPSEHENTATIVSa 

TnasDAT,  April  t. 

Death  9f  the  Sim.  Thaddeut  BetU. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  SensU 

by  Mr,  DioEQis,  their  Secretary,  announcing 

the  death  of  the  Hon.  TiiADOBiia  Bcna,  late  » 

Senator  from  Connecticut ;  which,  having  be«[> 

Mr.  OsBOB.-nt,  of  ConneoUcnt,  then  rose  and 

Mr.  Spiakxb  :  The  sudden  and  uneipMj"' 
death  of  my  distingniahed  friend,  which  '">■" 
Jnst  been  annonnced  to  the  House,  baa  tuti 
my  heart  with  grief  so  overwhdming,  tliat  ' 
can  hardly  trual  myself  to  pay  the  usosl  I^o- 
nte  to  his  memory.  He  has  been  taken  iron) 
his  friends,  from  sodety,  and  from  the  cooDciU 
of  the  nation,  in  the  meridian  of  hid  usefiun^ 
and  the  fnlneas  of  his  intellect 
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Outtdsi 


I  c&imot  bare  attempt  to  eketoh  the  obaraoter, 
or  do  jnstioe  to  the  eminent  talents  end  minlj 
virtnea  of  my  deoeasod  Mond.  He  waa  dUtin- 
piistied  for  sonteDeaa  of  intellect,  vigor  of  nn- 
derstandiDg,  and  ■onndness  of  Jodgment,  do  lesa 
than  for  thenobleneaiof  hisaool  and  the  prob- 
ity of  hia  life. 

The  deoMflod  waa  edneated  to  the  profesuon 
of  lav,  and  was  eari;  bronght  la  contact  with 
the  mMt  eminent  men  Uiat  nave  ever  adorned 
the  bar  of  New  England.  It  b  aafflcient  to  uy 
that  he  snataloed  and  distingmshed  himself 
among  anch  men  as  Daggett,  Sherman,  Smith, 
and  Snerwood. 

Id  all  the  relations  of  life,  hie  oharaoter  was 
marked  with  honor  and  integrltj.  He  had  Ail- 
ed manj  important  public  trnsts  in  bis  own 
State,  and  was  at  length  called  to  represent  her 
in  the  higher  branch  of  the  Kattonal  Legisla- 
tnre.  Hod  his  life  been  preserved,  he  vonld 
have  become  one  of  its  moat  nsefol  end  distin- 
guished members.  Bnt  Oonnecticut  has  again 
been  called  to  monm  the  loss  of  a  distingnished 
citiien  and  Senator.  Let  ns  bow  with  snbmis- 
sioD  to  the  diqwnaations  of  Providence. 

Thi^  is  not  the  place  to  indnlse  in  private 
grie&.  I  will  only  say,  that  a  wife  has  lost  a 
hoiibsiid,  children  have  lost  a  father,  and  a 
wide  circle  have  lost  a  friend ;  their  only  ooa- 
sulaUon  is  in  the  hopes  and  promises  of  that 
religion  of  which  the  deceased  was,  I  tmst,  a 
eincero  professor. 

Mr.  U.  concluded  bj  ofibrlng  the  following 
resolution : 

HiTy,  Thsl  tUs  House  will  >t- 


R>^«d,M 


tend  the  fuDeral  of  the  Hon.  Tbaddids  Bms,  Ute 
t  member  of  the  Senate  Irom  the  State  of  Couaecti 
cut,  bHuonow,  It  half-past  IS  o'clock ;  and  as  a  tes- 
timanT  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
will  go  into  moondng,  and  weu  enge  fbr  thirty 

Wliich  was  onanimonsly  adopted ;  when. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  &tobbs,  from  Cotmecticnt, 
as  a  farther  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memo- 
ry of  the  deceased, 

The  House  atUonmed  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  m  o'clock. 


THunaDAT,  April  S. 
ratWSfofei  and  Gnat  Britain— NortK-vut- 

tfti  Bonndarf — Qiuition  t^f  Peaee  Belatiorit 

and  Dt/enee. 

The  Spukbb  snnonnoed  that  the  first  bnsi- 
lUia  in  order  was  the  resolation  of  the  gentle- 
">sn  from  New  York,  Mr.  Hand,  for  the  intro- 
uurtion  of  which  the  mles  had  been  suspended 
M  Tuesday  last ;  but  the  action  on  which  had 
Mm  sospended  by  the  annunciation  of  the 
iwh  of  a  member  of  the  other  body ;  which 
KMilatloQ  was  in  the  following  words : 

Uttohat,  That  the  Bscretwy  of  War  be  requested 
to  ammnnkats  to  tins  Hoosa  what  woiks  he  eon- 
"wn  iKKicanry  lo  Im  oonatnoted  In  order  to  {^ 


Mr.  WiBK  requested  Mr.  Hakt>  to  acce[it,  as 
a  snbstitnto  therefor,  or,  if  not  as  a  snbstitDte, 
as  a  modification,  the  following  reaolntion  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  W.  on  Monday  last : 

Baoliied,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  requested  to  la;  before  this  House,  ss  soon 
n  i»Bcti(sble,  ■  report  of  s  full  and  connected  sys- 
tem of  QstioDsI  defEDce,  cmbradng  steam  and  other 
vessels  of  war,  and  "  floating  batteiiea"  for  cosst  and 
harbor  defenco ;  anii  national  foundries,  and  the  in- 
ternal means  auxiliary  to  these  for  tnmsportotlan  and 
other  warilke  uses  by  land  ;  and  that  he  be  reqaested 
to  furnish  this  Honae  with  the  reporta  Eubmitted  to 
his  Department,  at  any  time,  by  Major  General  Ed- 
mand  P.  Oniaes,  or  other  person,  or  persons,  of 
profeaBlons]  experienoe,  of  their  "  plsns  of  defence," 
if  any  such  have  been  soboutled,  with  the  views  of 
the  Secretw?  of  War  thereon.  And  Out  the  Becre- 
tsry  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  his  own 
and  other  plans  be  nkay  report,  distinguishing  such 
partg  of  plans  M  ought  to  be  immediately  adopted 
and  prosecuted,  with  the  probable  cost  and  tune  of 
their  prosecution  and  commencement. 

Mr.  Hako  aaid  he  had  no  parttonlar  objection 
to  that  resolution,  as  an  addition;  but  the 
whole  plan  might  not  be  prepared,  and  he 
wished  It  so  ps^ed  as  to  avoid  delay.  If  it  was 
added  as  a  substantive  resolution,  the  Secretary 
might  send  that  portion  relating  to  the  North- 
ern and  North-eastern  ftvntter  at  once. 

Mr.  WiSK  then  moved  bis  resolution,  by  war 
of  amendment,  as  an  additional  one ;  which 
was  Qnder«tood  to  be  aooepted  by  Mr.  Hard  as 
a  modification  of  his. 

The  ouestion  then  being  on  the  resolution  aa 
modified, 

Mr,  Wisx  aald  that  bis  resolution  embraced 
an  entire  system  of  national  defence — a  system 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  onght  to  have  been 
entered  on  long  ago.  This  Government,  he 
wonld  ventare  to  say,  in  the  face  of  a  threat- 
ened war,  waa  in  the  most  defenceless  oondi- 
tioD,  of  any  in  the  world.  There  waa  not  a 
power  on  earth,  civiliied  or  barbarous,  with  a 
tithe  of  the  physical  force  which  tliis  country 
could  employ,  ^at  had  not  now  In  active  ojie- 
ration  more  means  of  defence  than  we.  In 
tact,  oar  condition  was  worse  than  if  we  had 
never  spent  a  dollar  on  our  system  of  fbrtifica- 
tions.  There  waa  scarcely  a  fort  on  our  sea- 
board that  was  not  in  a  oondilioa  to  be  t^en 


fence.  He  would  not  now  go  into  the  Inquiry 
whose  fault  it  was,  from  the  time  that  we  bad 
the  celebrated  ezdtement  on  the  three  millioa 
appropriation  down  to  this  moment,  when  we 
stood  now  in  the  presenoe  of  the  British  Hon 
himself — he  would  not  now  stop  to  inquire  who 
was  to  blame  for  the  helpless  condition  of  oor 
country,  left,  as  it  was,  to  the  mercy  of  any  foe 
that  possessed  maritime  power.  He  would  not 
now  stop  to  comment  on  the  utter,  reckless  fol- 
ly of  taHdng  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain  about 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABRIDOHEKT  OF  THE 


ApbisISW.] 


OmfiatUuamdOrtBt 


B  few  pine  logs  in  M^e,  when 
ODT  nationel  honor,  our  Ii««,  and  eveiy  por- 
Uon  of  onr  ftontier,  wera  expoeed  to  British  ag- 
grenion  txA  British  baronets. 

Hr.  Hahd  wd,  that  on  this  mbieot  he  wae 
no  alarmist.  He  well  know  the  deep  injnrj 
that  our  commercisl  interests  might  sustain  hj 
an  exciting  and  iujodicioos  debate  there.  All 
he  desired  now  was,  that  the  Bouse  might  be 


idea  that  there  is  to  he  a  war,  Bnt  I  go  for 
the  necessity  of  fortifications  npon  the  most 
liberal  scale  for  a  peace  establishmeat. 

Mr.  Hand  said  be  hod  not  supposed  this  rea- 
olation  wonld  intemipt  the  regular  business  of 
the  House  by  debate.  The  answers  to  this  and 
the  other  callson  the  President  and  Departments, 
and  probably  the  report  of  the  HilitarT-  Com- 
mittee, wonld  soon  be  in,  and  then  would,  be 
thought,  be  the  time  for  disoosBion,  and  he  felt 
constraiaod  agun  to  more  the  preTiovs  qnestion. 

Mr.  Adaub  appealed  to  Mr.  Hand  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  previooH  qceation. 

Mr.  Eakd  was  nnderstood  to  insist  on  his 
coll  for  the  previons  question. 

Mr.  Adahb  said  ho  wished  to  9b.j  a  word  on 
this  subject,  because  he  found  that  there  was 
among  his  own  constitneDts,  and  among  that 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  oonntrj  who  were 
now,  by  the  act  of  God,  deprived  of  the  servicea 
of  their  immediate  Representative,  (Mr,  Law- 
BiNcK,)  much  aniiet;  in  relation  to  it.  He 
concurred  perfectly  in  the  opinion  last  express- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Vu^nia,  (Mr.  Wisk.) 
He  thon(;ht  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
danger  at  this  moment  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  nor  fbr  years  to  come.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
said  not  for  yeara  to  oome,  and  he  hoped 
this  statement  wonld  be  reported  to  his  con- 
aUtnents,  and  to  those  next  to  his  own  diateict 
— the  people  of  the  city  <rf  Boston,  who  were 
invbsbly  as  deeply  interested  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  with  Great  Britain  as  any  portion 
of  the  TCopIe  of  the  Cnited  States. 

Mr.  Rrbtt  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Spkaxkb 
whether  the  demand  for  the  previoua  question 
was  or  was  not  withdrawn  t 

Mr.  Hasd  was  nnderstood  to  aay  he  had  not 
withdrawn  it. 

Mr.  AsAvs  remitted,  he  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Sou£  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bhbtt,)  was 
unwilling  to  hear  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a 
war  with  Great  Brit)^.  The  previous  queetion 
hod  been  withdrawn,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
not  again  be  intermpted. 

Mr.  RnBTT.  The  gentleman  ttoat  New  York 
(Mr.  Eakd)  says  he  has  not  withdrawn  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  qnestion, 

Mr.  Bahii  sidd  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  but 
wonld  do  so  on  the  promise  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massschnsetts  (Mr.  Adaub)  to  renew  it. 

After  some  conf^on,  ories  to  order,  Ac., 

Mr.  Adaus  was  understood  to  aay  that  he 
would  renew  it,  and  spoke  In  sntHitauoe  as  fol- 
lows: 


He  stated,  for  the  beneflt  of  liia  e( 
and  of  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  liis  co 
atitnents,  and  of  the  people  of  the  whole  ttm- 
try,  that  he  ^d  not  apprehend,  in  the  slitbM 
degree,  that  there  was  any  immediale  &ipr 
of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  for  yean  U 
come.  And  he  founded  this  opinion  on  tn 
things :  In  the  flrst  place,  he  founded  it  en  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  Umted  Suoa 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sesvoa,  is 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  tlionght  there  was  not  i 
^gle  word  (^  recommendation  to  the  pMf)l( 
to  prepare  themaelvBS  fbr  that  great  anil  terrih 
oonflict  which  most  ensue  whenever  we  Ctw 
in  conflict  with  Great  Britain.  From  the  dij 
he  saw  that  Uesaage,  he  concluded  in  Va  own 
mind  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  war  wiili 
Great  Britain.  And  why!  Beoanse  be  «*i 
sure  that,  if  the  President  of  the  United  Stiui 
himself  had  the  slightest  apprehension  of  din- 
ger c^  on  immediate  or  early  collision,  it  wndd 
have  been  wrong  in  him  not  to  have  nam- 
mended  very  strong  and  exteomve  prepsniMxi 
for  that  event  When,  after  that  Message  tu 
dclii-ered,  he  (Mr.  A.)  saw  weefca  upon  vMb 
pass  away  under  an  apprehenaion  on  the  put 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  tDni 
of  the  member*  of  this  House,  that  thers  ra 
danger  of  war ;  when  he  saw  the  corrsspoi* 
ence  which  had  taken  place  (and  which  bsl 
from  time  to  time  been  communicated  to  Cos- 
gress)  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
British  Minister  here— he  confessed  he  hid 
waited  to  see  on  what  ground  it  was  that  tbl 
President  of  the  United  6Ut«s  had  conelDdel 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  danger  «f  > 
collision  with  Great  Britain  at  present 

When  the  last  correspondence  was  conmsiii' 
cated  to  the  Senate — and  when  a  geutlenus, 
the  chairman  of  the  (k>mmittee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs in  this  House,  ^r.  Pickkns,)  sounded  tb( 
alarm — an  alarm  which  had  pervaded  Ihenlmi' 
country— he  (Mr.  A.)  folt  a.  certam  d^res« 
concern  and  apprehension  hkuself,  not  tha 
having  Been  the  oorre«pondence.  But  tbevei; 
next  morning  he  saw  it ;  and,  in  the  la^  W'*' 
from  the  Secretory  of  State  to  the  British  JI"- 
ister,  he  aaw  the  grounda  upon  which  the  Fn>- 
ideut  had  come  to  such  a  ccndnsioD,  and  wT 
safely  come  to  it.  That  correspondence,  M  m 
must  have  observed,  bod  been  of  an  irritating 
character.  There  was  anger,  passion,  feelioft 
npon  both  sides ;  and  the  commonity  sad  muj 
members  of  Congress,  seeing  these  eipreaaMi 
of  irritation,  probably  came  to  the  condoiWii, 
unnecessarily  as  he  thought,  that  there  vssois- 
ger  of  sn  immediate  collision. 

He,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  last  lettw  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  became  satisfied  that  lit'* 
was  no  such  danger ;  for,  in  Uie  very  heat  snil 
tempest  of  the  passion,  the  Secretary  of  SltW 
broke  off,  and  ssid  that  fi^m  tlie  day  on  ww"" 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  entered  o|>^ 
the  duUes  of  his  station,  he  had  detwBUBrt 
that,  hi  the  event  of  the  two  parties  not  vm 
able  to  come  to  aa  tmderstanding  by  nesu  « 
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tbeir  n^otisttoM,  h«  would  propoM  t,  reference 
of  the  great  qneflUon  at  isaoe,  fbr  a  secoDd  time, 
to  a  third  putj.  To  this  the  very  natnrsl  re- 
ply of  the  Bridah  Hinliter  waa,  that  thia  waa 
a  DOW  proposition,  which  ho  conld  only  com- 
mnnleate  to  Lis  OoTemmeat,  aa  he  would  im- 
mediat«l7  do.  And  that  was  the  positiOD  in 
which  the  nutter  now  stood.  One  of  two 
things  mnst  bo :  either  there  was  B,  proposition 
already  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  aeeept 
s  proposition  heretofore  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Governinent  of  the  United  States — and 
that,  of  conrae,  woold  prevent  collision, — or 
the  QoTemment  of  Great  Britain  mnat  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  accept  of  this  proposi- 
tion fbr  a  referenoe.  Now,  he  aaid  that  the 
Gnremment  of  Great  Brit^D  oonld  not  refnae 
this  proposition ;  and  when  the  question  waa 
referred  to  a  third  power,  we  shonld  have  no 
war  fh>m  that  time  forward,  nntil,  at  any  rate, 
the  arbitrators  had  come  to  a  deoision,  which 
wonld  tak«  years. 

There  waa  one  other  poi^Uity  which  might 
indace  coUiaion ;  which  was,  th^  while  these 
negotiations  were  going  on,  the  Brittsh  Gor- 
emment  might  continue  to  enoroaoh  on  the 
terrilorr  of  the  United  States  aa  they  were  do- 
ing, and  had  been  doing  ever  unee  thia  matter 
liad  approached  to  the  appearance  of  hostility 
between  the  two  countries.  This  was  poesible 
—nay,  probable.  On  the  other  hand,  we  hod, 
on  tbo  part  of  the  people  of  Koine,  manlfeeto- 
ttoQs  of  a  spirit  not  to  Bobmit,  for  any  great 
length  of  time,  to  Iheae  oontinoal  encroach- 
ments— partially  denied — partially,  bo  to  speak, 
provarieated  away  in  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  British  Uinister  and  the  Secretary 
otState;  bnt  etill  going  on  In  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, iu  whiofa  the  British  authorities  might 
contmue  to  advance  nntll  they  had  all  they 
elumed,  and  probably  a  great  deal  more.  It 
lemoned  fbr  the  people  of  Uaine  to  decide 
"hether  they  wonla  aubmit  to  it  or  not  He 
believed  they  would  submit  to  these  encroach- 
nienta,  and  that  there  would  be  oo  act  on  the 
part  of  this  Govenmient  to  sustain  or  support 
tbom  if  they  did  not  submit.  He  gave  warning 
to  the  Bepresentatives  from  Mune  and  Massa- 
chusetts in  this  Bouse  tb&t  the  people  of  Maine 
woald  submit  so  long  as  h  pleased  the  Govem- 
Dient  of  Great  Britain  to  pursue  them  nnder 
this  coarse  of  negotiation  to  be  resumed  by  a 
•ecoud  reference.  He  preaumed,  however,  that 
nuay  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Uaine  understood  the  feelings  of  their  people 
better  than  he  did. 

Mr.  A.  then  allnded  to  die  courae  of  the 
Giivemment  of  Maine  during  the  last  spring — 
igainst  which,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not  at  the 
time  consent  to  the  adoptltm  of  any  proportion 
vhich  even  by  Impntation  conld  cast  censnre 
npoD  the  Governor  for  hia  conduct.  But, 
more  reoentiy,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  seen  evidences 
of  an  exceedingly  cool  and  tame  spirit  coming 
from  the  State  of  Maine.  Ha  did  not  mean  to 
■y  that  this  waa  not  tcij  proper  under  Uie 


otrcumstancee  of  the  timea ;  hut  he  liad  aatMed 
himself  that  there  was  no  sort  of  danger  to  he 
apprehended  from  any  act  of  the  people  of  that 
State.  The  Legislature  of  Maine  declared  at 
that  time  that  if  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  did  not  take  the  matter  Dp,  they  would 
do  justice  tn  themselvee.  Now  they  declared 
that  if  the  British  went  on  encroaching  thore, 
and  prevaricating  here,  as  they  had  done  and 
were  doing,  tliey  would  call  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  State*  to  protect  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  mat  else,  sir,  did 
they  aay — that  if  the  General  Government  did 
not  protect  tbem,  they  would  protect  them- 

Mr.  AoAHs  said,  all  he  Intended  to  say  waa 
what  he  did  not  think  any  member  from  Maine 
would  contradict,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  second 
reference  to  a  third  power,  the  people  of  Mune 
would  not  commence  a  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
if  any  one  did  contradict  it,  let  the  two  state- 
ments be  put  side  by  side. 

Ur.  Bnitb  said  it  waa  not  his  feeling,  nor  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Maine,  that  this  ques- 
tion ^ould  be  again  submitted  to  a  refereaoa 
in  the  manner,  or  at  all  under  the  terms  Dp<m 
which  it  waa  aobmitted  by  a  ftmner  Adminia- 

Mr.  Adaw  said  the  gentleman  was  very 
cautious  in  bis  declaration  that  the  people 
would  not  submit  to  another  reference.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  declared  they  would  submit  to  it,  and 
he  said  that  they  ought  to  aubmlt  to  it  in  case 
the  event  should  come ;  and  one  of  his  chief 
motives  in  addressing  the  House  at  this  time 
was  to  say  that  he  approved  entirely  of  this  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea.  He  thought  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive of  this  oonutry  was  authorized  to  make 
snch  a  reference,  and  he  was  gratified  to  find 
saeh  a  determination  had  been  formed;  for 
nothing  conld  be  more  effectual  in  preventing 
that  coUirion  which  many  of  them,  and  he 
among  the  number,  were  so  apprehentiiTe  of. 
He  believed  it  waa  the  most  pamhc  and  concil- 
iatory course  which  could  nave  been  deter- 
mined upon ;  fbr  that  reaaon  he  approved  of  it, 
and  it  would  be  approved  of  by  the  whole  civ- 
ilited  race  of  mankind.  It  came  precisely  to 
that  point  in  reference  to  which  so  mony  peti- 
tions had  been  brought  into  thia  House,  and  to 
which  he  wished  the  Honae  had  paid  more  at- 
tention— that  was  to  say,  a  general  principle 
which,  by  the  force  of  public  opinioo,  should 
compel  ul  0)jvemmentB  m  the  world  to  resort 
to  this  padBc  mode  of  s^tling  difflcolties  rather 
than  by  a  resort  to  wor.  The  two  nations — 
the  Briti^  people  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States — he  might  aay  nnanimonsly,  for  he  aoaroe- 
ly  believed  there  was  a  man  but  who  deprecat- 
ed a  war  lietween  the  two  nations — all  depre- 
cated a  resort  to  war.  The  reference  of  the 
question  to  arbitrators  was  an  honorable  mode 
of  proceeding ;  no  nation  could  refnse  to  adopt 
Bucn  a  course.  Tlie  British  Govenunetit,  he 
maintained,  mnat  oompnlavely,  whetlier  ttuj 
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of  polioy ;  and,  theMJore,  he  concluded  there 
was  no  danger  of  a  war.  The  onlj  doubt  he 
oonid  entertain  would  be  that  the  people  of 
Maine,  ia  the  impatience  and  irapetnouty 
which  they  mnet  naturally  feel  for  their  own 
inlerestB  and  their  own  rights,  might,  by  their 
own  indiMretlon,  commence  hostilitieg.  He 
did  not,  however,  apprehend  ench  an  event 
nor  did  he  Btill  believe  that  any  member  wonld 
rise  and  eay  that  there  was  danger  of  war  team 
that  BOMTce. 

Ur.  Bmiih,  of  Maine,  sud  he  had  listened  with 
profound  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  vene- 
rable gentleman  from  MatsscliDsetta,  touching 
a  qneatioa  of  absorbing  interest  to  the  people 
of  Maine,  and  be  confraeed  hie  in^ilitj  to  com- 
prehend them.  Mr.  B.  was  m  unfortonate  as 
to  misapprehend  the  tenor  of  those  remartcB,  or 
they  embraced  propositions  wholly  Inoonaiatent 
with  each  other.  The  gentleman  had  sud, 
that,  when  this  qnettion  was  agitated  in  the  last 
Congress,  and  toe  condnct  of  the  GoTemment 
of  Mune,  ia  oallinK  out  the  military  force  of 
the  State  to  repel  Uie  invaders  of  her  soil,'  was 
the  subject  of  auimadveraion,  he  had  been 
among  tbe  foremost  to  defend  the  coorse  which 
Maine  had  pnrsned.  He  had  not  suffered  the 
slightest  reproach  to  be  cast  upon  her.  Maine 
had  done  precisely  aa  she  should  have  done 
under  the  circumstancee.  There  was  a  palpa- 
ble iavaaion  of  her  territory,  and  she  had  acted 
nobly  in  repelling  it.  But  the  gentleman  seems 
fi*ie  U>  think  that  the  peace  of  the  country  may 
be  preserved,  if  Miune,  by  some  act  of  tTtduers- 
tion  and  ra*hTieu  does  not  disturb  it.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  Btate,  solemnly  and  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  be  BO  by  the  National  Oovemment^ 
known  to  be  to  by  Qreot  Britain  herself— was 
now  in  the  oocniwtion  of  foreign  troops.  The 
soil  of  Mfdne,  the  gentleman  fhnn  Maieoohnsetts 
declares,  is,  at  this  moment,  mOToached  upon  by 
British  troops,  and  that  such  encroaohment 
will  be  oontlnned  and  [wndsted  in  by  Great 
Britain,  and  qnietly  submitted  to  by  the  United 
States,  unlets  the  people  or  Oovenunent  of 
Midne,  by  some  act  of  tnditeretion  or  rathnem 
intercept  our  peaceable  relations  with  that  coun- 
try I  And  the  gentleman  tells  ns  furtbennore, 
that  the  proper  coarse  to  adjust  the  question, 
is  to  propose  another  reference,  whicli  he  says 
Great  Britain  will  not,  and  cannot  refuse,  and 
which  it  will  take  years  to  bring  to  an  issne 
— and  he  then  tanntingly  gives  notice  to  the 
people  of  Mdne,  that  aJtboogh  pending  this 
reference,  the  encroachments  of  England  will 
be  continned,  they  most  and  will  qaieUy  and 
peaceably  submit  to  them,  and  that  any  re^t- 
anoe  ou  their  part  will  be  nuh  and  «ndMorMt, 
and  tend  to  involve  the  country  in  a  war  I 

Mr.  S.  repelled  thte  idea  of  passive  obedience 
and  non-resistanoe  on  the  part  of  Maine.  There 
had  been  nothing  in  the  oonrse  of  her  Govern- 
ment to  inetifj  it  Mr.  8.  tnlled  npcm  the  gen- 
tleman vom  Mattaohnsetti  to  point  out  the 


"  tame  spirit "  of  whieh  he  pret«nded  to  bavt 
seen  recent  evidence  in  that  Btate.  The  nat- 
lations  very  lately  adopted  by  her  Legialstan 
were,  in  letter  and  spirit,  wholly  at  varisDW 
with  tameness  or  servility.  And  Mr.  S.  ama- 
ed  the  gentleman  bom  Massaohnsetts,  and  the 
country,  that  no  attachment  to  party  would  be 
suffered  to  awerve  the  people  of  that  Stale  from 
a  persevering  and  determined  mdntenaoee  irf 
their  eonstitational  and  unalienable  rights. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  trma  MaseaohnseUs,  ula 
oame  forward  to  honorably  to  sastain  the  mili- 
tary operations  of  Maine,  In  the  but  Coogros, 
apon  the  ground  that  they  were  justintble, 
seems  nou  to  think  that  a  similar  course  on  her 
part  would  be  rash  and  indiscreet,  and  that  il 
IS  her  doty  to  submit  to  the  oontinned  en- 
croachments of  England  for  years  to  emu. 
Mr.  S.  was  wholly  unable  to  oomprebend  tb« 
disdnctioD  between  an  invasion  of  Mnne  lut 
year,  and  a  military  occupation  tbe  pnisent 
year.  And  he  assured  the  gentleman  that  tbe 
people  of  Maine  would  not  nnderstand  it  Vii 
same  r^ard  for  the  honor  of  their  State— f« 
the  integrity  of  its  territory — for  their  oini 
charaoter  as  American  citizens — which  prompt- 
ed tbe  people  of  Mune  to  resist  and  repel  tht 
invasion  of  her  soil  upon  a  former  oocasiuQ,  ^iU 
eiisted.  They  had  the  same  distingniehed  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  thoOovemmeot;  audiha 
people  of  this  country  might  bo  assured  thsX  bt 
would  never  permit  the  Btate  over  which  be 
presided  to  be  disgraced  by  foreign  encroach- 
ments. The  gentleman  from  MassachoBetts  bid 
spoke  in  high  tenos  of  that  f\inctionary.  Ut. 
S.  ezpreseed  his  thanks  to  the  gentlemso  for 
the  Just  manner  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  tbe 
Governor  of  Miune.  As  a  Representatirc  i^ 
the  people  of  that  State,  and  as  a  penonil 
friend  of  that  distinguislied  individual,  he  ten- 
dered him  his  unfeigned  thanks. 

Mr.  S.  had  the  flillest  assurance  that  tbe 
rights  of  M»ne  were  duly  regarded  by  tie  N*- 
tional  Administration.  He  hod  never  donbted 
the  disposition  of  the  EiecnUve  to  ertend  ibe 
protection  of  the  nation  over  the  entire  territo- 
ry of  that  State ;  and  he  had  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  tbe 
whole  oonntry  to  susKdn  (he  Govetnmenl  in 
every  meosnre  neoeaeary  for  the  accompli^ 
ment  of  that  purpose.  He  did  not  agree  wilb 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in  r^sidto 
tbe  tone  of  the  oonespondenco  last  oommnw- 
cat«d  to  Congress  between  the  SecretaiT  "* 
State  and  the  British  Minister.  He  considwed 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  in  reply  to  tbe  Brit- 
is!i  Minister,  an  able,  dignified,  and  stateaDU- 
like  p^>er,  and  a  most  triumphant  vindicatioii 
of  the  righU  of  Maine,  and  the  action  of  !>«■ 
Government  in  regard  to  the  boundary  question, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  evinced  the  foil  detenni- 
notion  of  the  Government  of  the  nation  tc  sus- 
tain and  defend  them.  It  was  such  a  ptperu 
was  to  have  been  expected  from  the  sonn> 
from  which  it  emanated. 

The  gentieman  from  Maaaachnsetta  bad  q>e- 
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ken  of  t,  roferenoe  ut  the  proper  mode  of  ad- 
iutbg  tnd  finally  settliiig  thU  vexed  <ineetioD. 
iQ  re^rd  to  that  matter,  Hr.  S.  belieTed  he 
eipTONed  the  viewa  of  the  whole  people  of 
luiiM^  when  he  stated  that  thef  would  Dever 
consent  to  a  reiereace  In  the  mamier,  and  un- 
der the  tenns,  npon  which  the  qaestion  wa!< 
referred  nnder  a  former  Administration.  Bat 
Utioe  had  set  op  no  clium  to  territory,  ttie^os- 
tice  of  which  she  was  not  willing  to  sabmit  to 
the  strictest  BciratinT.  She  was  willing  that 
the  line  deeigiuiled  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  be- 


by  disinterested  and  scientific  indindnals,  who 
ghootd  be  required  to  go  upon  the  territory 
with  the  treaty,  aud  perform  this  service.  To 
ni«ia  reference,  Mr.  S.  believed  Maine  woald 
not  objecL  Any  other,  instituted  opon  terms 
which  would  render  a  Just  decision  lass  certain, 
iho  would  moet  streauoosly  resist 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  said  that  the  information 
tonght  in  the  reaolataon  had  been  communicat- 
ed informally  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
furs,  and  that  it  was  now  before  that  committee 
for  the  pnrpooo  of  being  acted  upon.  He  was 
ondenlood  to  say  that  he  tbonght  the  best  plan 
woDid  be  to  have  the  matter  referred  to  the 
committee,  that  they  might  report  npon  it,  and 
tlul  the  whole  might  be  printed.  Still,  bow- 
ever,  he  would  not  ttisa  any  special  objection 
to  the  adc^tioD  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  th«i  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  qoestion  to  which  the  resolution  looked. 
lie  thoDght  there  was  no  reason  for  this  haste. 
He  would  soy  that  the  conduct  of  the  General 
Government  \n  regard  to  M^ne  met  his  entire 
ipproval.  He  was  T^oiced  to  hear  the  remarks 
of  tlie  distingnished  gestlemAQ  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams  ;)  speaking  out  as  all  would 
have  expected  him  to  do,  not  only  with  the 
spirit  and  manliness  of  an  American  patriot, 
bnt  with  the  wisdom  of  an  Amerioan  statesman. 
He  (Mr.  T.)  had  not  recently  believed  there  was 
any  danger  of  war,  thongh  he  did  believe  so  at 
tbe  last  eession  of  Congress.  He  believed  that 
in  the  condition  in  which  the  matter  now 
Hood,  war  was  impossible.  Qreat  Briton  must 
accede  to  the  proportion  as  made ;  if  not,  she 
woold  accede  to  it  with  certain  modifications. 
He  would  say  here,  that  whilst  it  was  the  duty 
of  this  Government  to  speak  the  language  of 
Inndness  and  protectioa  to  Maine,  it  was  its 
dnty  also  to  speak  the  longoage  of  firmness,  naj 
MMoewhat  of  steroneas,  to  the  authorities  of 
Kaine.  He  knew  how  deeply  exciting  a  mat- 
ter a  contest  for  territory  was ;  bnt  whilst 
Uatne  was  given  to  understand  that  we  intand- 
«d  to  protect  her  rights  and  give  her  the  land 
(aj  to  her  right  to  which  he  had  no  earthly 
doebt)  or  an  equivalent  for  it — still  he  wished 
her  to  understand  that,  if  a  war  came,  it  was 
our  war.  We  took  the  m^ter  out  of  her  hands, 
and  if  we  were  to  have  a  war,  it  was  but  right 
tliat  we  should  have  thdnegotiatioa  too.  It  wai 
too  absanl  to  think  of  tbe  State  of  Maine  talk- 
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hig  of  fightbg  Great  Britain.  He  repeated, 
OS  the  war  would  be  ours.  If  there  was  any, 
let  us  also  have  the  negotiation. 

Mr.  T.  was  not  dispmed  to  act  upon  tlio  mat- 
ter of  fortifications  now,  at  all  events.  If  there 
was  to  be  a  war,  or  a  reasonable  chance  of  a 
war — if  there  was  one  chance  in  one  thousand 
Uiat  would  justify  potting  the  country  in  a 
condition  to  meet  it,  we  could  not  arm  too 
speedily  or  too  cloealy.    If  not,  we  conld  not 

rnd  too  little  in  that  way,  for  we  had  too  lit- 
to  spend.  And  i^  when  advices  had  been 
received  from  England,  they  should  not  be  al- 
together padfic,  and  such  as  would  justify  tbe 
confident  anticipation  of  peace,  he  was  then 
ready  to  arm  the  country,  not  so  much  on  the 
point  of  danger  as  of  national  honor.  He  was  not 
willing  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  while  Brit- 
ish bayonets  and  British  fortifications  were 
scattered  along  the  whole  line  of  our  coast ;  he 
desired  to  treat  with  arms  in  his  hands.  Bot 
he  was  not  disposed  to  accelerate  that  state  of  i 
thin^  or  to  create  additional  fever  temper  In 
relation  to  this  question.  Six  months  would 
pnt  us  in  a  condition  to  resist  any  aggression ; 
oayi  he  believed,  we  might  resist  it  without 
any  fortifications  at  all.  We  had,  thank  God, 
the  same  means  which  enabled  General  Jaoksoa 
to  meet  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Lonisiana. 
We  had  the  same  means  of  protection — tbe 
same  stout  hearts  and  strong  hands  in  the  free- 
men of  this  country. 

Mr.  T.  repelled  tbe  idea  of  invasion  of  the 
American  soil,  and  insisted  that  we  liad  already 
fortifications  which,  for  a  very  little  mone^, 
and  in  a  few  weeks,  would  put  the  country  m 
a  condition  successfhUy  to  resist  attack.  This 
led  to  some  cross-qneetioning  between  Mr.  T. 
and  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  the  state  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  country. 

After  which,  Mr.  Hajcd  moved  the  previous 

And  there  wu  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
now  taken ;  and,  being  taken,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolntion,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 


IN     8EKATE. 

TuasDAT,  April  14. 
Iforth-eatUm  Boundary. 
Mr.  BuoHAMAK,  from   the    Committee    on 
Foreign  Relations,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Ttelitions,  to  which  wu 
referred  the  sevenl  Heasiges  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  Stoles,  eommunlcaling  to  Congress,  at  Its 
present  see^on,  certain  offlda!  oorrespondence  in  re- 
lation to  ths  question  of  the  terriiory  In  dispute  with 
Great  Britain  on  our  North-eastern  frontier  j  and 
also  certain  resolutions  of  the  L^ialatiue  of  Uaine 
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Seumte  Iheir  reuwu  for  not  nuikii^,  at  the  present 
morneDt,  R  general  report  upon  the  whole  nityect. 
They  feel  that  the;  will  beet  perfonn  tbie  dutj,  b; 
placing  clearij  and  distinctly  before  tbe  Senate  the 
exisling  etite  and  condition  of  the  pending  negotia- 
tion between  the  two  GoTemmeiita. 

The  Preddont  of  the  United  States,  In  hi*  annoal 
Uescue  of  December  lost,  informed  Congreaa  tiut, 
"  for  the  lettlement  of  onr  Narth-eftstern  boundary, 
tbe  propotdlion  promiied  bj  Great  Britain  for  a  com- 
mission of  eiptoration  and  suirey,  has  been  received, 
and  a  counler  prqjsct,  iocluding  also  ■  provinon  for 
the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of  the  limits  in  dis- 
pute, is  now  before  the  British  OoTenmient  for  its 
conaideratioD."  The  President  hea  not  thought  It 
■drigable  to  conunonlcate  thia  counter  prqject  to 
Congress ;  yet  we  bare  bis  eiaunnce,  on  which  the 
most  confident  relisnce  may  be  placed,  that  it  is  of 
each  a  character  as  will,  should  it  be  accepted,  finally 
gettle  the  question.  This  proposition  waa  officially 
oommanicsted  to  that  OoTemment  during  the  bst 

Ur.  Foz,  the  Bridsh  HiniEter,  in  bia  nota  of  the 
Elth  January  Isst,  doi^leas  widi  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  nature  of  the  project  which  bad  been 
submitted  by  the  American  Qovernment  to  that  of 
Great  Britain,  aesiires  Ur.  Forsyth,  "that  he  not 
only  preserves  the  hope,  but  he  entertains  the  firm 
belief,  that  if  the  duty  of  negotiating  the  boundary 
question  be  left  in  tbe  bands  of  the  two  National 
Goremments,  to  whom  alone  of  rieht  it  belongs,  the 
difflculty  of  conducting  the  negotiation  to  an  amicable 
IsBue  wilt  not  be  found  so  great  u  baa  been  by  many 
persons  i^iprehended."  And  in  his  subsequent  note 
ofHarch  IB,  1810,  he  ftatet  that  he  has  been  in- 
structed to  declerc,  "  that  her  M^eety's  Qovemment 
are  only  waiting  for  the  detailed  report  of  th«  Britisb 
commieioners  recently  employed  to  surrey  the  dis- 
puted territory,  which  report,  it  was  believed,  would 
be  completed  and  delivered  to  her  H^jesty's  Govern- 
ment by  the  end  of  the  present  raontb,  (Mardi,)  in 
order  to  transmit  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  a  reply  to  their  last  proposal  upon  the  aabjact 
ot  the  boundary  negotiation."  Thus  we  may  reason- 
ably expect  that  this  reply  will  be  received  by  the 
Frorident  during  tlje  present  month,  (of  April,)  or 
earir  in  Kay. 

Whilst  such  Is  tbe  condition  of  the  principal  nego- 
tiation, tbe  comnuttee  hsve  deemed  it  inexpedient, 
at  this  time,  to  report  upon  the  subordinate  though 
important  questions  in  relation  to  the  temporary  oc- 
cupation of  tbe  dilated  territory,  lliey  trust  that 
the  answer  of  the  Britiah  Govemment  may  be  of 
■och  a  cbsncter  as  to  render  a  report  upon  this 
latter  subject  onnecessary.  In  any  event,  they  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  state  of  suspense 
will  be  but  of  brief  duration. 

The  committee,  ever  lance  this  embamsang  and 
excltiDg  question  has  been  first  presented  for  their 
consideration,  hare  been  anxious  that  the  Govetn- 
tnent  of  the  United  States  should  constantly  preserve 
Itself  in  the  right ;  snd  hitherto  thia  dctare  has  been 
fUll;  accomplished.  The  territorial  righu  of  Uaine 
bwe  been  unifbnnlj  anerted,  and  a  firm  detenniika- 
tlon  to  naintun  them  ha*  been  invariabl;  evinced ; 
though  Ihia  has  l>eea  done  In  an  amlcalile  qJriL  So 
fkr  •■  the  oommittee  can  exerdse  any  Influence  over 
the  sutyect,  tbej  are  rescdved,  that  if  war  ahould  be 
the  reflult,  which  they  confidently  hope  may  not  be 
the  case,  this  war  shall  be  rendered  inevltabte,  by  the 
conduct  of  the  BritiBh  QovenimenL    Thej  have  be- 


[28™  Conn. 


lieved  this  to  be  the  iniest  mode  of  unithig  nor 
American  heart  and  every  American  aim  in  itlaa 
of  the  just  rights  of  the  coimtry. 

It  is  but  Justice  to  remark,  that  dte  Exeemiit 
branch  of  the  Govemment  has,  trvra  the  btginmig 
been  nniformlv  guided  by  the  aune  qmit,  and  las 
thus  far  pursued  a  firm,  consistent,  and  jrotat 
course,  throu^ut  the  whole  negotiation  witt  GnM 
Brttain. 

Whilst  the  comnuttee  can  perceive  no  sdeqnte 
cause,  at  the  {wesent  moment,  for  antidpatiDg  Iks- 
tllities  between  the  two  countries,  thej  would  notbt 
undcratood  as  expieasing  tbe  opinion  that  this  nras- 
try  should  not  be  prepared  to  meet  any  emergeicy. 
The  question  of  peace  or  war  may,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, depend  upon  tbe  answer  of  the  British  Goven- 
ment  now  q>ee^y  expected. 

Mr.  WBiQtrr  called  for  (be  reading  of  tht 
report^  and  it  was  rend  accordingly;  afi<r 
which 

Ur.  Vf.  observed  that  in  calling  for  the  nsd- 
ing  of  the  report,  his  cmly  object  was  to  best 
the  views  of  tbe  committee,  and  to  give  liim- 
self  on  opportunity  to  move  for  the  printing  CJ 
an  extra  number  of  copies.  He  wonld  make 
that  motion  for  the  reason,  that  within  the  \iA 
few  weeks,  he  believed  he  might  say,  witbii 
the  last  two  weeks,  his  correspondents,  a  grui 
many  of  whom  were  on  tlie  frontiers,  seemed 
to  entertun  Blarralng  apprehensions  of  immedi- 
ate hostilities  between  this  conntry  and  fog- 
land.  From  what  cause  he  knew  not.  BehM 
seen  nothing  himself  to  authorise  soch  appn- 
hensiona,  and  Le  was  gratified  t«  find  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  enterttined 

Mr,  W.  then  moved  for  the  printing  of  tan 
thonaimd  extra  copies  of  llie  report 

Mr.  BvQHANAM  observed  that  the  committee 
had  no  intention  of  moving  the  printing  of  u 
extra  number  of  copies  of  tliis  report,  tbou^ 
certainly,  as  a  member  of  it,  he  should  not  of- 
pose  the  motion.  The  report  was  very  sbcrti 
and  from  tbe  interest  generallv  taken  in  the 
anliject,  it  might,  and  probahlj  wonld,  be 
copied  into  all  the  conntry  papers.  He  did 
not  believe  that  it  would  occupy  more  tb»n«» 
column  in  the  ordinary  siied  newspapers,  mi 
therefore  there  was  little  doubt  but  it  wonlil 
be  eztendvely  eircolated.  Still,  if  the  Senaus 
from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Wbioht)  wished  aneitn 
nnmber  printed,  he  should  not  oppose  it  Ha 
had  only  made  these  snggestions  for  tbe  in- 
formation of  the  gentleman  himself  and  would 
be  content  with  any  decision  that  might  b« 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  concnrred  endrel; 
in  what  bad  been  aeld  by  the  ch^nnon  of  tbe 
committee,  and  thongbt  the  Senator  from  Ne* 
York  would  hardly  deem  it  necessaiy  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  printing  ten  tliousana  copies  of 
a  doonment,  which,  as  the  chairman  saia,  *'*' 
so  short  that  it  conld  be  copied  into  all  tie 
papers  of  tlio  country.  He  thought  tbst  i' 
would  at  once  take  a  general  circulation,  wil'i' 
out  being  sent  out  in  pfun[dilet  form ;  mi  i" 
hoped  that  if  the  Senator  in^sted  on  the  print- 
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ins,  that  he  wodM  modiij  hb  motion  m  as  to 
print  a  anuUer  nnmber. 

ICr.  Ci^T,  of  Akbama,  recollected  tbst  we 
had  had  the  oorrMpondeDce  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  BtAte  Bod  the  Britiih  UiiiiBter,  on  aev- 
eral  oooaaiona  commiuiteated  to  the  Senate 
during  the  present  Besiion,  and  on  each  ocoa- 
non  ten  thooaand  oopiee  were  printed.  At  all 
STenta,  thia  iroa  a  ni^eotof  ezoitlng  interest 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  If 
the  document  iras  k>  rerj  amall,  as  alleged  bj 
the  chairman,  it  wonld  cost  the  Oovermnent 
rerj  little  to  print  the  extra  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  WmaHT  observed  that  hia  residence  was 
an  the  frontier,  where  the  people  felt  a  great 
SDxietT  on  the  aubject.  There  was  no  donbt 
that  the  mUitaJT  preparationa  on  the  British 
fttintiers  had  been  verj  briaU;  carried  on  dar- 
ing the  winter  and  apring ;  but  hia  own  belief 
was  that  tJieae  preparationa  related  eotirelj  to 
t)ie  internal  coDdiUon  of  the  provinoes,  which 
ftmiahed  sufficient  gronada  for  them.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  late  disturbances  there,  it  waa 
known  that  the  British  Qnvemment  was  abont 
to  attempt  a  most  important  change  in  the 
goTenment  of  their  colonies  on  our  borders, 
and  this  might  reasonablj'  be  supposed  to  fur- 
nish another  reason  for  the  military  preparations 
they  have  been  making.  Bat  with  the  excite- 
ment eidatiag  on  our  frontiers,  every  change 
OD  the  part  of  onr  neighbors  was  watched  by 
onr  dtitans  with  en  intense  interest,  which  we 
here  st  a  distance  cannot  feel,  and  it  waa  with 
■  desire  to  allay  this  excitement  that  he  wished 
the  report  to  be  sent  oat.  Ue  would  not  per- 
sist in  the  motion  if  it  should  be  ag^nst  th» 
plsasnre  of  the  Senate,  and  he  was  willing  to 
modify  it  BO  as  to  meet  the  views  of  sU.  But 
be  would,  at  the  same  time,  observe  that,  if 
there  had  been  a  document  which  the  public 
would  be  more  anxious  to  see  than  any  other 
—if  there  was  one  which  would  be  likely  to 
■Bay  the  excitement  existing  on  the  subject,  it 
vu  this.  Be  knew  that  it  was  very  abort,  and 
that  tbe  cost  of  printing  oonld  not  be  very 
pest;  he  knew,  too,  that  notwithstanding  tbe 
mnneose  circulation  of  the  newspapers  of  tbe 
country,  there  were  ma:iy,  very  many,  whom 
these  newspapers  did  not  reach,  and  that  tbe 
circulation  of  a  docmnent  of  this  kind,  coming 
iminedlately  from  the  Senate,  wonld  have  effect 
in  allaying  tbe  apprehensions  of  onr  citizens, 
which  a  drcolation  tbroogh  the  newspapers 
weald  noL 

Kr.  Cut,  of  Alnhama,  rose  to  say,  on  the 
infomiation  of  the  Secretary,  that  ten  thousand 
copies  of  all  the  documents  that  bad  been  com- 
municated on  this  snbject,  during  the  present 
Huion,  Jiad  been  printed. 

Ur.  RooaLEs  said  he  did  not  rise  to  otiject  to 
^  prhitiDft  of  tbe  extra  number  proposed,  nor 
indeed  to  advocate  the  printing  of  bo  large  a 
Bomber,  It  was  a  very  short  report,  and 
*onld  be  read  in  the  newspapers  by  every  citi- 
»n  of  Haine,  and  perhaps  by  every  citizen  of 
tks  oonntry,  long  be&re  the  extra  nu»ber 


would  be  likely  to  be  fnmished  to  the  Senate. 
He  had  no  wish  to  increase  onr  expenditures 
for  piin^g,  yet  he  should  not  oppose  any 
extra  nnmber  gentlemen  thonght   proper   to 


He  sud  he  certainly  felt  less  anxiety  for 
printing  a  large  nnmber,  from  the  belief  he  en- 
tertain^ that  tbe  report  might  have  the  effect 
of  disappointing  many  citizens  of  the  State  he, 
in  part,  represented,  in  affording  them  some 
possible  apprehension  that  the  spirit  manifested 
in  the  late  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments,  is  felt  less  strongly  now  than  at 
the  time  that  correspondence  took  place.  He 
was  well  aware  that  there  waa  a  portion  of  tbe 
people  whose  minds  were  fUly  prepared  for 
the  most  prompt  and  enei^tio  mess  ores.  An- 
other portion  donbtless  oontemplated  a  resort 
to  war  with  serious  apprehension.  It  was  not 
to  be  questioned  that  the  expectations,  if  not 
the  hopes,  of  the  former  class,  would  be  re- 
pressed and  disajmointed ;  and  that  the  latter 
would  as  oertunly  derive  encouragement  to 
their  desire  for  the  long  continaance  of  peace. 
He  observed  that  Maine  felt  strongly  and  deep- 
ly on  this  snlyect.  She  hsd  entertained  hopea 
that  this  controversy  was  now  abont  to.be 
brought  to  a  close.  She  is  expecting  strong 
decisive,  and  energetic  acUon  on  the  part  of  this 
Oovermnent.  Be  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  intimating  that  the  tone  and  spirit  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  afforded  any  snffl- 
cieat  evidence  that  she  would  l>e  disappointed 
in  the  character  of  tbe  measures  she  has  been 
anticipating.  Nevertheless,  the  report,  he  be- 
lieved, would  by  many  be  looked  opon  as  a 
peaee  document,  and  as  calculated  to  relieve 
the  country  from  all  apprebonwon  of  a  rupture 
with  Oreat  Britain,  at  least  for  some  time  t« 
come.  The  honorable  Senator  from  New  York 
(Ur.  Wsianr)  appears  to  have  ho  understood 
its  purport  and  effect,  and  assigned  that  aa  a 
reason  for  wishing  a  large  number  of  the  report 
printed.  He  woatd  say  again,  that  he  should 
not  oppose  the  printing  of  any  number  gentle- 
men wished;  but  it  wonld  be  recollected  that 
tbe  Senate  had  ordered  the  printJnK  of  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  of  a  correeponaenoe  on 
this  anUect,  early  in  Harob,  which  were  not 
fnmished  to  the  Senate  for  several  weeks  after- 
wards ;  and  not  till  after  the  recent  oorrespond- 
cnce  on  the  same  subject;  was  oommnnioated 
to  the  Beoate.  Should  there  l>e  as  much  de- 
lay on  this  occasion,  the  extra  copies  wonld  be 
of  but  little  nse  to  the  Senate  or  to  the  public. 

Ur.  BuonuiAir  observed,  that  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Mmne  (Mr.  Boooi.bs)  seem- 
ed to  render  it  neoesaary  that  he  should  say  a 
very  few  words  on  the  subject  before  the  Sen- 
ate, Those  who  had  attended  to  tbe  reading 
of  the  report,  would  perceive  that,  throughont, 
it  was  intended  for  the  sole  purpose  of  present- 
ing to  the  Senate  the  reasons  wny  the  commit- 
tee did  not  think  It  necessary,  at  this  time,  to 
make  a  detailed  report  on  the  whole  corre- 
epoitdenoe.    That  was  Uie  single  oltieot  of  the 
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report  If  it  ahonld  become  neoMury  to  make 
a  report  in  reKord  to  the  temporary  oeonpation 
of  tlie  disputed  territory,  tlie  committee  would 
not  shrink  from  their  daty.  They  were  pre- 
pared to  perform  it  to  the  Senate  uid  to  the 
country.  Bot  at  this  moment,  when  we  hare 
the  solemn  assnrance  of  the  British  Hioister 
that  in  a  very  short  time  we  sbonld  have  an 
answer  from  his  Government  to  the  connter 
project  presented  by  our  GoremmeDt;  and 
when  he  not  only  eroresees  the  hope,  bnt 
"  entertains  the  firm  belief^"  that  the  "  diffieal- 
ty  of  condocting  the  n^otiation  to  an  amicable 
issue  wUl  not  be  found  eo  great  as  has  been  by 
many  persons  apprehended,"  it  is  wonderfnl 
that  the  Senator  from  llaine  shonid  denounce 
this  report,  made  onder  snch  circumstances,  in 
Bach  strong  Unguage.  The  report,  Hr.  B.  con- 
tinned,  reasserted  the  rights  of  Maine  in  the 
most  solemn  manner ;  and  it  was  extraordinary 
that  any  citizen  of  Udne  should  expect  a  de- 
tailed report,  or  one  dilTareot  from  uiat  v-hioh 
had  been  made,  unless,  indeed,  he  could  believe 
that  the  committee  ought  to  have  assumed  a 
hostile  position,  and  gone  tnt«  all  the  corre- 
spondence that  nad  taken  place,  and  into  tiie 
Bubject  of  the  preparations  that  had  been  made 
by  the  British  Government,  in  the  very  face 
of  the  assurance  that  we  should  have  an  answer 
to  our  proposition  in  the  course  of  this  month 
or  the  next ;  which,  Judging  from  the  language 
of  the  British  Minister,  we  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve would  prove  satisfactory.  The  commit- 
tee thought  it  was  their  duty  to  place  before 
the  Senate  the  precise  stete  of  the  negotiation 
between  the  two  countries ;  and  what  that 
was  might  be  summed  up  in  twenty  words.  A 
proposition  for  an  exploration  and  survey  of 
the  disputed  territory  had  been  made  bjr  the 
British  Government ;  and  this  Government  not 
deeming  it  satisfactory,  l>ecanae  it  ^d  not  em- 
brace a  provision  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
question,  had  oeot  to  the  British  Government 
a  counter  pn^ect,  to  which  no  answer  has  yet 
been  received.  This  oountor  project  was  eom- 
municated  to  the  British  Government  during 
the  last  summer,  and  the  British  Minister  here, 
several  months  afterwards,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  its  character,  assures  us  that  a 
speedy  answer  will  be  given  to  it,  and  expresses 
his  confident  belief  that  if  this  controversy  is 
left  to  the  two  national  Goveramenta,  it  does 
not  present  the  difficulties  which  bad  been  by 
many  persons  apprehended.  He  also  declares 
that  the  commissioners  who  had  been  sent  ont 
from  England  to  make  a  snrvey  of  the  disputed 
territory,  were  preparing  their  report-— that 
this  report  wonld  be  ready  within  the  month 
of  March — and  tliat  then  his  Government 
wonld  transmit  an  answer  to  the  proposition 
we  had  submitted  to  them.  Now  in  this  state 
of  the  case,  unless  you  snppose  the  British 
Gkivemmont  to  be  entirely  futhleaa,  which  he 
had  no  reason  to  believcL  we  may  reasonably 
expect,  in  this  or  the  coming  monto,  to  receive 
•n  answer  that  vaj  enable  iu  to  settle  this 


Snestion  in  conformity  with  the  at^ralationt  of 
3e  treaty  of  178S,  and  in  aeoordanoe  with  ths 
Just  rights  of  Maine.  Under  sodi  cirram- 
stances,  how  could  it  be  exp«ot«d  that  tb 
committee  would  make  a  belligermt  repwt) 
Mr.  B.  differed  with  the  Senator  from  Huh 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  people  of  Us  Stats 
either  would  or  could  so  oonstme  this  T^xKt, 
as  to  imagine  that  the  committee  or  the  StnaU 
wero  prepared  to  surrender  any  portion  c(  their 
rights.  The  past  condnot  of  Uiis  \)oAj  sbmdd 
shield  them  from  such  a  snspioion,  and  tbnr 
fiiture  condnet,  should  it  beoome  neeesHrr, 
would  show  that  they  were  as  ready  tiov  tt 
tbey  have  been  in  former  timea,  to  sustun  the 
honor  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  li^ts  of  a 
sovereign  member  of  the  Confederal^.  fKn 
the  correspondence  which  had  taken  pUce  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  the  oonmitta 
hoped  that  this  might  never  become  necenarr- 
Sufficient  for  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof;  W 
the  committee  thonght  the  suliijeot  was  alretdj 
sufficiently  embarrassing  in  itself^  without  un- 
neoessarily  adding  to  it  other  oausea  of  initt- 

Mr.  Allkk  wished  to  ask  of  the  Senator  fron 
Maine  one  or  two  questions.  He  wished  to 
know  if  the  Rentieman  expected  .the  GOnunittN 
to  report  to  the  Senate  an  opinionr  in  favw  li 
war,  or  what  kind  of  report  he  expected  trws 
the  committee  in  the  present  state  of  the  Tf^ 
tiatioQs  between  the  two  countries.  Wben  the 
gentieman  should  stete  what  kind  of  a  report 
he  expected  the  committee  to  make,  he  wonM 
then  thank  him  to  state  what  kind  of  a  report 
he  himgelf  would  make,  and  then  the  people 
might  judge  of  the  oorrectness  of  his  viewioa 
this  RubJecL  Whiirt  up,  Mr.  A.  said  he  wwJi 
moke  one  or  two  ad^tional  remarks.  ThemV 
question  which  tlie  Committee  on  Forrigu  S«- 
lations  had  to  decide,  (and  he  believed  tbst 
since  he  bad  been  here  he  had  siven  a*  W^^ 
evidence  of  a  devotion  to  the  mlerest  of  t^ 
State  of  Maine,  as  any  other  Senator,)  the  (wlj 

Siestion  before  the  committee  was,  not  whether 
Qjr  wonld  recommend  measnres  leading  w 
war,  bnt  whether  they  would  recommend  soT 
thing  at  all— whether  they  should  not  reniiifl 
silent  till  the  expected  answer  to  ont  proposi- 
tion to  the  British  Government  shoula  bo  re- 
ceived. That  was  the  only  question  beftwe»» 
committee.  Under  these  eircnmstances  |H 
committee  concluded,  after  full  reflection,  tbit 
it  would  he  better,  in  order  to  avoid,  any  nii»- 
understanding  in  the  country—in  order  W 
avoid  the  people  putting  any  false  "oo*""™^ 
the  late  correspondence,  to  make  a  repi^ 
explain  not  what  was  the  course  it  *»  "^ 
duty  to  pursue  at  the  present  moment,-hn'  we 
reasons  why  we  should  suspend  any  aotioo  tiu 
the  British  Government  should  return  M  M" 
to  the  counter  project  we  had  made  w 
them.    The   oommittee  made  this  '^^^ ': 

Snrsnance  of  that  opinion,  to  explain  wV  wv 
id  not,  at  this  time,  go  into  a  thorough  uij«; 
tigatioB  of  the  B»ili}BOt,  and  propose  som*  «^ 
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nite  tcdoa  in  ngArd  (o  it;  and  the  ret 
which  govented  them  were,  that  the  British 
Miaitter  faere  had  doclared  that  he  voald.  totj 
toon  be  able  to  present  to  this  QovemmeDt  an 
amwer  to  the  proportion  wliioh  had  been  snb- 
mitted  to  his.  Mr.  A.  deemed  it  proper  to 
make  tfaeae  few  remarks,  becaoae  the  State 
from  which  he  came,  ever  patriotic,  had  pass- 
ed resolutions  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and 
lie  knew  that  the  people  of  that  State  would 
itaod  ready,  to  the  last  mao,  and  to  the  last 
dollar  of  their  resources,  to  see  that  the  rights 
of  the  whole  eouDtry  were  maintained  at  all 
haurds.  He  would  now  ask  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  state  what  kind  of  a  report  this  i 


«  ouffhL  in  his  opinion,  to  have 
kimlof  proporiticxi  ooght  to  have  Deen 
■□bmitted  to  tne  nation  in  the  present  state  of 


what  kind 


the  DeBotJBtions  between  the  two  oountriee. 

Mr.  RnooLis  said  he  had  been  referred 
denooneiDg  the  report  of  the  committee. 
had  not  intended  to  be  so  nnderstood.  He  had 
spoken  of  the  imprenion  he  believed  it  wonld 
make  on  difibrent  dasses  in  the  oommnnitj. 
Ha  had  expreosed  the  opinion  that  those  who 
were  looking  for  prompt  and  enei^io  meaa- 
nres — who  were,  in  fact,  looking  with  impa- 
tieooe  fbr  an  immediate  mptare  between  the 
tvro  ooDntriee,  would  have  these  hopes  repress- 
ed ;  and  that  othera,  who  fdt  alarmed  U  the 
t(oo  of  the  correapondeDce  lately  commanioated 
to  the  Senate,  wonld  be  relieved  from  their  ap- 
prahensions ;  and  he  repeated  that  the  Senator 
from  New  York  who  bad  jnst  taken  his  seat, 
appeared  to  entert^  tite  same  opinion  of  the 
effect  the  report  was  calmilated  to  have  on  the 
people  of  the  fhmtier  of  that  State,  who  were 
Hciled  with  the  prospect  of  an  immediate 
declaration  of  war. 

In  answer  to  the  qnution  put  to  him  hj  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allkn,)  whether  he 
wootd  have  the  oommlttee  moke  a  report  in 
&VOT  of  an  immediate  declaration  of  war,  he 
woald  say  that  he  had  no  snob  wish,  nor  hod 
he  intimated  any  such  desire.  In  answer  to 
Ihe  Senator''s  farther  inquiry,  what  sort  of  a 
report  he  wonld  have  the  committee  make,  he 
would  not  nndertoke  to  dictate  to  the  intelli- 


gent and  patriotic  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
wnnt  sort  of  a  report  they  shonla  make 
r  any  other  subject.    He  would 


nnderUke  to  say  that  they  ought  to  moke  any 
other  repoK  than  they  had  mode,  if  they  were 
to  make  sny  report  at  all  at  this  time.  He  be- 
lieved that  nothing  new  had  transpired  to 
render  any  report  neceesary  at  this  particular 
time.  The  report  oommunicated  no  new  facta. 
Tiie  Senate  well  knew,  and  the  conntry  well 
knew,  that  the  President  had  caased  to  be 
nude  to  the  British  Qovemment  &  compter 
proposition,  and  that  we  were  expecting  a  re- 
■ponse  to  that  proposition  in  all  this  month,  or 
tarly  in  the  next  This  information  had  lieen 
'Momnnicated  by  the  President,  and  was  con- 
tsiaed  in  tiie  last  oorreepoodence,  which  was 
More  the  ooontry.    He  nnderatood  that  tbe: 


farther  condderation  of  the  Maine  qnestion 
was  postponed  tilt  that  response  should  be  re- 
ceived. A  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations  had  not  been  looked  for  till 
it  should  appear  whether  we  have,  at  the  time 
indicated,  tiie  promised  reply  of  the  British 
Government.  He  bad  aoqmeaeed  in  that,  and 
had  expressed  no  wish  f6r  a  report  at  this  time, 
In  favor  of  ultra  measnres.  So  fkr  from  that, 
he  said  he  did  not  believe,  nor  had  he  at  any 
time  believed,  that  war  with  Great  Britidn 
wonld  necessarily  grow  oat  of  this  oimtro- 
veray.  He  founded  his  opinion  portly  on  the 
fact,  that  on  her  part  die  had  no  canse  for  war. 
Her  claim  to  the  disputed  territory  was  wholly 
without  foundation,  and  would  not  afford  her 
the  slightest  Jostifloation  for  porsuing  it  to  that 
extremity.  She  wonld  not  dare  go  to  war  witji 
this  country,  without  some  better  cause  for  it. 
She  had  too  much  respect  for  the  opinion  of 
mankind  to  enter  into  such  a  contest  with  na, 
without  some  better  pretence  than  the  ground' 
less  olum  she  h»s  set  np. 

But,  sir,  sdd  Mr.  K.,  csn  Great  Britain  be 
greatly  blamed  for  poshing  her  claims,  as  base- 
fees  OS  they  are,  whilst  she  has  herotofore  seen 
BO  little  to  create  a  belief  that  this  Goverqment 
would  resist  them  to  the  last  extromity  t  He  . 
remembered  to  have  urged  at  the  lost,  and  at 
provions  eeesiona,  the  fortification  of  some  ex- 
posed points  on  the  maritime  frontier  of  Maine. 
He  proposed  it  as  on  amendment  to  an  appro- 
priation bill  then  before  the  Senate,  and  had 
the  tiltnt  vote,  in  support  of  it,  of  the  chair- 
man on  Military  Affairs ;  but  it  was  voted 
down  by  a  large  majority.  He  had  not  forgot- 
ten it ;  and  could  not  forget  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  tbe  whole  country.  His  opinion  that 
war  would  not  ensue,  was  neoeesarily  subject 
to  tbe  condition,  that  preparation  should  be 
immediately  made  to  meet  any  possible  con- 
tingency. 

We  oonld  never  exT>eot  a  submission  to  oar 
rights  till  we  give  suostantiol  indications  of  a 
determination  to  vindicate  them.    We  muat 

Erepare  for  war  to  avoid  war.  Sir,  s^d  Mr. 
:.,  without  finding  any  fault  with  the  report, 
he  would  say  that  be  had  much  rather  have 
seen  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  another  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  affording  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  an  earnest  of  its  determination  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  Maine  and  the  honor  of 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Ci^t,  of  Eentacky,  begged  leave  to  say 
a  few  words  on  tbe  subject,  not  so  much  in 
reference  to  the  particular  question  of  printing 
tbe  report,  as  on  the  general  and  more  im- 
portant one  involving  the  relations  between 
thiscountryand  Groat  Britain.  Hewashappy  ' 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  Maine  (Hr.  RnooLui) 
say  he  was  not  for  war,  though  he  did  remark 
when  he  first  roee  that  this  report  would  be 
unsatisfiaqtory  to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  hia 
State  who  were  for  war.  He  would  say  that 
if  there  was  any  party  in  thia  oootttry  for  war 
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with  Oreat  Britain,  it  waa  a  criminal  part;. 
There  waa  no  nffloiMit  canae  for  war ;  and  he 
took  oocanon  to  eaj,  that  ao  &r  as  he  was  in- 
formed, the  opinions  both  of  the  Adminiatra- 
lion  part;,  and  of  the  part?  with  which  he 
acted,  wer«  that  war  waa  to  be  avoided  ao  long 
as  it  could  be  done  withont  comproniittiiig  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  The  Benate 
h^  eolemnl;  expressed  the  opinion  tbat  the 
qneetion  of  right  was  with  na,  and  all  parties, 
every  individual  of  those  parties,  bo  far  as  their 
view*  had  been  expreeae^  seemed  determined 
to  obtain  for  Maine,  bj  some  of  those  modes 
by  which  national  ri^ts  are  asserted, 


,t  there  were  two  modea  of  arriving  at  this 
resnlt.  One  was  by  negoUation,  and  the  other 
was  by  war;  and  these  qneitiona  were  to  be 
decided  by  the  united  voice  of  the  whole  eonn- 
tay,  and  by  the  Ezecntive  Itranoh  of  Uie  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  case  may  be,  and  not  to  be 
dedded  by  the  voice  of  one  single  metnlMr  of 
ttie  Confederacy.  If  the  honor  of  the  oonntry 
ia  assailed,  the  conncile  of  the  whole  eoontry 
most  determine  as  to  the  manner  and  time  d 
vindic4rtlng  it  He  woold  take  occasion  to  say 
■  for  the  benefit  of  the  Senator  fhnn  Uaice,  and 
the  whole  poople  of  Mune,  that  whilst  he  be- 
Ueved  them  to  be  as  valorons  and  as  enlighten- 
ed as  any  people  in  the  TlDion,  he  was  not 
inclined  to  confide  in  their  jndgment  as  to  de- 
claring war,  and  the  period  at  which  this  last 
resort  may  become  neoBssary.    If  Maine  ex- 

Cts  the  Government  of  this  country  to  secure 
rights,  she  most  confide  to  the  Government 
of  this  country  the  whole  asency  in  settling  the 
controversy.  If  it  is  to  be  done  by  negoti^on, 
it  mnst  be  left  to  tbe  Exeontive  and  his  consti- 
tntional  advisers.  If  it  is  to  be  by  war,  it 
shonld  be  left  to  that  department  of  the  Gov- 
emmect  to  which  the  power  of  declaring  war 
is  confided  by  the  cnnstitntion.  In  saying  all 
this,  be  meant  nothina  in  condemnation  of  the 
Btsto  of  fV«1ing  that  had  been  evinced  by  tbe 
people  of  Maine.  Justice  waa  with  her,  and 
bb  sympBthlzed  with  her  natnrat  fbeliuss  on 
this  subject  Her  cidms  hadnnfortnnatelytoo 
long  been  delayed ;  hut,  notivithstandiDs  that, 
ho  said  that  this  Government  alone  shoald  con- 
duct the  negotiation,  and  if  war  became  neces- 
sary, decide  upon  the  time  and  manner  of 
commencing  it  Be  oonld  not,  however,  be- 
lieve that  this  last  resort  would  be  necessary. 
There  were  two  secnritiea  which  we  had  fur 
the  continnance  of  peace.  The  first  seourity 
was  that  Great  Bntain,  enlightened  as  her 
councils  were,  mnst  perceive,  what  we  know, 
tbat  the  right  was  with  as ;  that  she  hod  no 
claim ;  and  after  being  satisfied  with  these 
facts,  upon  an  eiaminution  of  the  necessary  in- 
formation, will  ultimately  concede  the  right  to 
us.  But  let  me  suppose,  continued  Mr.  0.,  that 
she  does  not  Let  me  suppose  that,  after  in- 
vestigation, ahe  comes  to  the  clear  conviction 
to  wMoh  we  have  arrived,  that  the  right  is 
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with  her ;  tbat  the  territory  in  diqmte,  accord- 
Ing  to  the  treaty  of  1T88,  la  within  her  limio. 
What,  then,  will  be  the  case  presented  befon 
the  world  t  Two  enlightened  Datitau  cohude 
to  difiereot  oondasioDs  on  the  aaoM  teetimoaj, 
and  nnable  to  agree.  What,  then,  are  to  be  tin 
oonseqnences!  Is  war,  that  calanu^  vhicb 
every  lover  of  hninanity  mnat  deprecala,  Ha 
only  alternative!  No,  rir.  There  is anetbtr: 
there  is  a  snhsiatjng  treaty  stipulation  eontaiiMd 
in  tbe  treaty  of  Ghent,  by  wnich  this  qnesliai 
is  to  be  left  to  the  decison  of  an  tmputUl  tii- 
bnnol,  in  tbe  event  that  the  two  conntriesam- 
not  settle  it  themselves.  I  say  there  is  a  DmQ 
stipulation  still  subsisting ;  and  how  do  I  mil* 
it  out  ?  It  may  be  alleged  tbat  tbe  nstta 
having  been  once  committed  to  the  nmpinge 
of  a  third  party,  and  that  party  having  given 
an  award,  tbe  sttpnlatitm  in  the  treaty  was  ful- 
filled, and  it  was  no  longer  in  force.  Sot  en 
There  was  an  attwnpt  at  arbitration,  tliKwfa 
the  tnstramentality  of  the  King  of  Hollaiu; 
but  it  was  an  abortion— a  failure — the  King 
did  not  settle  the  qneation ;  both  parties  u- 
knowledged  that  he  did  not,  and  the  titai]' 
remains  in  full  force,  binding  the  partita  l« 
refer  tbis  queetion,  if  unable  to  settle  it  amin- 
bly  themaelvea,  to  an  impartial  tribonaL  Bat, 
putting  the  treaty  oat  of  tbe  qnesUon,  tapp<M 
there  was  no  such  atipnlation,  and  that  thetvo 
parties  having  brought  their  minds  to  the  cup- 
clusion  that  the  right  waa  with  each,  were 
detennined  to  persist  on  it  Sooner  tlian  it- 
sort  to  war,  with  all  its  calamitiee,  both  putiH 
shonld  e^ree  to  arbitration ;  and  I  sa;  tliU 
England,  if  shtf  will  not  conoede  the  ri^t  ta 
us,  mnst  yield  the  point  at  issn*  to  arbitratioa. 
Though  this  course  may  bo  attended  with  ddiT 
— though  Maine  may  not  arrive  at  the  poua>- 
sion  of  her  territory  as  soon  na  she  wishes,  jd 
she  had  infinitely  better  wait  the  movemwiti 
of  two  great  nations,  than  that  they  should  t« 
involved  in  war.  When  we  come  to  denifiig 
on  the  qneetiMi  of  war,  all  other  means  of  t^ 
tling  the  ocmtreversy  having  failed,  that  ques- 
tion is  to  be  decided  by  the  nnited  wisdom  of 
oil,  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  irhde 
conntry,  in  reference  to  the  otiier  interests  oC 
Maine  besides  the  interest  in  qnesljoa,  aad  in 
reference  to  the  probalde  iaane  of  the  ctHitio- 
versy. 

In  relation  to  the  military  |>reparations  « 
the  British  in  the  Oanadas,  ot  which4he  Sen*- 
tor  spoke,  Mr,  0.  aaid  they  gave  hun  no  oast 
for  alarm.  Eugland  waa  the  weaker  power— 
she  waa  preparing  against  tnvanon  troja  m; 
but  did  we  apprehend  invasion  from  the  Cms- 
das  t  He  did  not  agree  with  the  Senator  tbat 
our  state  of  preparation  was  so  defective ;  f^ 
with  the  exoeptiou  of  one  or  two  points  mi  v'" 
Atlantic,  whore  Eome  additional  defence  vff 
wanted,  no  preparation  was  neoMsary.  VbQi 
gentiemen  talked  of  our  want  of  prepwah^n, 
he  did  not  agree  with  them.  What  I  with  m- 
teen  or  sixteen  millions  of  free  people,  *"^ 
their  nnqneetioned  valor,  their  love  of  coiiDiiri 
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oomtnned  with  their  means  of  tnuuportatiop, 
)nd  thdr  Twtike  reaoorcee,  to  Bay  th&t  the 
country  u  noprepared  I  We  are,  raid  If  r.  0., 
tea  thoound  timea  better  prepared  for  war  to- 
morrow with  Great  Britun— tlrangh  not  so 
much  so,  In  all  req>ects,  as  he  coold  wiah — we 
are  iofiaitdy  better  prepaiwl  than  we  were  at 
&  former  period — on  the  ocean,  aa  on  the  land, 
on  the  Ukea  as  well  as  the  bajs ;  and  then  we 
cane  ont  of  the  contest  with  honor.  The  oon- 
nrnctioD  of  the  great  New  Tork  canal,  our 
nilroads,  onr  popalatioQ  pressing  up  against 
the  boundsry  line — all  these  are  oaTODtaaea 
which  we  did  not  possess  in  the  Iwt  war.  No 
pnponlion !  Sir,  we  have  the  best  prepara- 
tiona  that  ever  a  conntry  boasted  of:  we  hare 
liiEeea  mitUonH  of  freemen,  with  stout  arms 
sod  bold  hearts,  who  stand  ready  to  vindicate 
the  rights  of  their  countay.  As  to  the  prepara- 
tions of  England  in  the  Oaoadas,  let  her  go  on 
with  them— let  her  bring  her  troops  over, 
whether  to  qnell  insurrections  among  her  own 
people  or  to  gnnrd  ngainat  invasion  from  onr 
Hide  of  the  line — that  wonld  never,  for  a 
momeot,  give  him  the  slightest  aneasiness. 
WheDever  the  honor  of  the  oonntry,  1)7  an  in- 
jar;  inflicted  on  a  nn^e  member  of  it,  ma; 
require  ns  to  resort  to  a  war,  though  the  bepn- 
Ding  of  it  maj  be  attended  with  a  &w  disasters, 
hehidnoapprehendon  but,  after  a  few  months, 
we  nmj  be  able  to  impress  on  England  the  te- 
merity of  forcing  ns  into  this  alternative. 

He  entirely  concurred  with  the  report.  He 
bdieved  that  it  was  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
Administration  part;  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  coutry,  and  it  bad  b«en  a  matter  of  serious 
inqnir;  with  him  to  ascert^n  their  views.  K 
there  was  a  criminal  party  in  this  conntry, 
who,  fur  their  own  sinister  views,  desired  a 
wir,  ha  did  not  believe  that  tlie  Administra- 
tion part;  gave  them  the  slightest  ooontenance. 
This  he  mnst  say  as  an  act  of  Jcatioe.  The 
cotDmittFe  were  anenimons  in  adopting  this 
report.  What  did  it  tell  yon?  Why,  that  the 
n^otiotioua  were  going  on,  and  were  in  the 
buds  of  those  coDstJtntionally  intrusted  with 
it;  and  that  within  a  reasonable  period,  we 
might  expect  an  answer  toom'  lost  proposition, 
till  when  it  did  not  become  ns  to  take  any  for- 
tber  action  on  the  snbject.  Ur.  C,  after  allnd- 
in;  to  the  varions  canses  which  might  reasona- 
bly be  sappoeed  to  delay  the  action  of  the  British 
Ministry,  conelnded  by  saying  that  his  only 
object  in  rising,  was  to  defend  the  report,  and 
not  to  say  any  thing  on  the  qnestion  of  print- 
ing, lie  did  not  thmk  the  printing  of  the  eitra 
copiu  necessary,  as  the  report  would  be  circn- 
lited  Ihrongh  the  newspapeis. 

Ur.  Rqoolks  rose  but  to  sny  a  word  in  ex- 
planation. The  honorable  Senator  from  Een- 
iDcky  (Mr.  Cut)  had  expresaed  eatis&ction  that 
"  (Ur.  R.)  had  said  he  was  not  for  war.  He 
"^  not  tet  the  remark  pass  wiUiont  a  little 
Whfication.  He  was  for  peace,  if  peace  conld 
M  preaerved  ocmsistently  witii  the  rights  and 
onaot  of  the  conntry.    If  not,  then  be  was 

TobXiv^-a 


i,  [AmUflSM 

ready  for  the  alternative.  He  did  not  mean 
to  discnsa,  at  this  time,  the  right  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  refer  the  qnestion  to  an  arbiter 
without  tiie  assent  of  Maine,  and  againtt  ber 
protestation;  hot  he  would  remind  t£e  Senator 
that  Maine  had,  over  and  over  again,  by  her 
Leffislatnre,  declared  her  opinion  &at  the  Fed- 
eral Government  had  not  the  constitutional 
power,  and  ongbt  not  to  jeopard  her  rights  by 
a  submission  of  them  to  arbitrators  withoat  her 
assent.  That  opinion  had  been  so  strongly 
ent«rt^ned  by  MaincL  that  he  felt,  in  some 

Saort,  insbnoted  npon  that  point,  and  coold  not 
'eld  it  Bat  he  saw  no  occa«on  for  disease- 
g  that  qnesticm  now.  He  referred  to  writers 
on  the  laws  of  nations,  who  maint^n  folly  that 
no  nation  coold  be  called  npon  to  sabmit  to  the 
umpirage  of  others,  a  dear  and  indubitable 
right,  which  she  was  Jostifled  in  olainung  aa 
sooh.    But  he  wonld  not  pnrane  the  snlrieot. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  did  not  ezprras  the  opiiuon  that  this  Gov- 
emroent  had  claimed  tne  right  to  refer  this 
qnestion  to  arbitration ;  but  he  expressed,  as 
Ail  nnqoalifled  opinion,  that  tbis  Govemmeot 
hod  the  nndonbted  right  to  refer  the  question 
to  arbitration,  without  oonsnlting  Uune. 

The  modem  to  print  ten  thonsand  eztia 
copies  of  the  report  waa  agreed  to. 


WiDNXsnAT,  April  16. 
Britith  lAieration  e/ American  Slant*. 

The  resolntions  eobmitted  on  the  4th  of 
March  by  Mr,  Calhodn,  as  amended  by  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  were  token 
up,  and  were  read,  as  follows : 

Kttnimd,  That  n  ship  or  ■  vesnl  on  the  high 
8MS,  In  time  of  peace,  engaged  in  ■  lawful  yojtgt, 
ia,  according  to  the  laws  of  natloDB,  under  the  ex- 
clmuTB  juriadiotlon  of  the  State  to  which  her  flag 
belongs,  as  mnoh  so  as  if  constitatinB  a  part  of  Its 
own  domain. 

Ritalmd,  That  if  such  ship  or  veesel  should  be 
foroed  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable 
cause,  luto  the  pert,  and  under  the  jurisdietion  of  a 
friendly  power,  she  and  her  cargo,  and  persona  on 
board,  with  their  property,  and  ail  the  rlghta  be- 
longing to  their  personal  reta^ons,  as  established 
bj  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  the;  belong, 
would  bo  placed  uuder  the  protection  which  the 
laws  of  nations  extend  to  the  nnfortenate  nnder 

Suatwat,  That  the  brig  Enterprise,  which  was 
forced  anavoidably  by  stress  of  weather  into  Fort 
Hamilton,  Bennnila  Ulaad,  while  on  a  lawful  voy- 
age on  the  high  aeas  from  one  pert  of  the  Uulon  to 
another,  comes  within  the  principles  embraced  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  aeliure  and 
detention  of  the  negrues  on  hoard  by  the  local  an- 
tborit;  of  the  island,  was  an  act  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  highly  uujuat  to  our  own  citi- 
zens to  whom  the;  belong. 

Mr.  Out  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  gen- 
eral principles  contained  in  the  resolutions,  as 
that  the  flag  shoold  protect  its  vessels  on  tba 
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higli  Reu,  there  ooold  be  no  donbt  It  wu  the 
commoD  bighwiLj'  of  nalioDS,  and  veMels  ander 
their  flags  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 

C'.«cted  by  them.  On  the  high  seas  no  natlDn 
ezclnuve  jurisdiction. 

As  the  resplntionE  were  amended  by  the 
committee,  they  were  nndoabtadly  correct ; 
but,  as  originally  drafted,  he  hwl  some  donbte 
ofthe  principles  set  fori^.  Heconld  not  tbink 
that  in  the  port  of  a  foreign  power,  when  the 
flog  was  consequently  tinder  a  partioolar  joris- 
diotloD,  that  its  protection  was  as  great  and 
nnrcAtricted  as  wnen  the  vessel  was  at  sea. 

He  had  risen,  however,  not  to  discnw  the 
prindplM  oontuned  in  these  reoolatioos,  but 
rather  to  inquire  what  good  oonld  reenit,  what 
b«iefit  waa  propoaed,  by  their  introdnction  at 
the  preseiit  time.  Ah  he  was  called  npon  mere- 
ly to  expreaa  an  afflnnatiTa  opinion,  he  sbonld 
vote  for  the  resolaliona  as  amended;  bnt  the 
qnestion  was  whether  it  was  a  sabjeot  npon 
which  the  Senate  should  be  called  to  aoL 
What  was  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  qnestion  t 
If  a  n^otiatjon  were  pending,  it  might  exerdae 
■ome  influence ;  bnt  in  the  present  case,  where 
that  was  preclnded  In  langoage  so  strong  by 
Lord  Falmerston  as  to  forbid  the  eipeotation 
of  a  resumption  of  the  negotiation,  he  saw  no 
utility  in  the  adoption  of  the  reeolntions. 

He  thought  a  too  freqnent  Dse  of  the  expres- 
dons  of  opinions  on  sabjecta  merely  abstract, 
by  a  body  of  such  high  and  grave  aathority  aa 
tiie  Senate,  would  have  a  tendency  to  bring  our 
opinions  into  disrepnte. 

Mr.  O&LHOUK  said  that  It  was  not  his  impres- 
aion  that  there  waa  mnch  difference  between 
th«  resolations,  as  they  originally  stood,  and  as 
now  amended.  The  chairman  had  showed  him 
the  amendments,  before  they  bad  been  acted  on 
by  the  committee,  and  he  had,  without  heeita- 
tiOD,  assented  to  them ;  not  btttauee  he  thought 
them  an  improvement,  bnt  simply  because  he 
nndorstood  that  some  of  the  members  of  that 
committee  desired  the  change.  He  looked  only 
to  the  sabBtanoe  and  the  conolnsion,  and  cared 
but  littio  about  the  mere  phraseology.  It  was 
a  point  of  too  little  importance  to  dwell  on. 
He  mast  say,  that  he  had  heard  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  with  pain.  He  had  hoped,  on 
this  oocaiuon,  to  have  his  xealoas  support.  He 
yet  hoped  to  have  his  vote.  The  principle  in- 
volved is  one  of  profonnd  tuterest,  especially  to 
the  portion  of  the  Union  he  represented ;  aiid 
it  was  on  that  conviction  be  had  offered  them. 
Looking  to  the  fntore,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  may  result  from  the  groaoda  assumed  by 
the  British  Minister.  Viewed  practically,  it 
was  a  qaestion  of  no  small  magnitude.  Cases 
of  the  kind  must  be  constantly  occurring ;  nnleso, 
indeed,  the  increaaed  batwd  from  this  new 
dai^r  should  have  tiie  effect  of  doung  the  in- 
terconrm  by  lea  between  tha  Southern  Atlantic 
ports  and  Uioee  of  the  Oalf;  so  far  as  our  slave 

Eroperty  Is  ooncemed.  If  to  Uiis  be  added  the 
tjury  done  to  our  oitizena,  in  refiidng  compen- 
aition  for  properly  atked  and  delved  oontta- 


ry,  to  justice  and  boncMy,  aod  the  dangaons 

Srinoiple  on  whidt  the  refiual  ia  plscra,  ik 
enator  ought  not  to  be  etuprised,  or  have  an; 
difBculty  in  aoconnting  for  the  iatrodoction  ^ 
tbeae  reeolutiona. 

He  admits  there  would  have  be^i  no  inn>ro- 
prie^  in  introdnoing  them,  had  there  bHD  * 
ponding  negotiation;  bnt  thinks  there  is,  be- 
cause the  British  Minister  had  dcoed  tiie  doot 
fH  negotoatton.  Ho  (Mr.  0.)  tAok  the  ver;  op. 
podte  view.  Fending  the  negotiation,  and  be- 
fore the  decision  was  known,  the  proprietjirf 
a  movement  of  the  kind  would,  to  aay  the  ksst, 
be  doubtfal ;  bat  now  that  it  has  been  nsdt, 
and  Justice  reAised,  ulenoe  wonld  have  been 
construed  into  an  abandonment  of  the  claim  of 
our  citizens,  and  an  acqaiesoenee  in  the  din- 
gerons  principle  on  which  it  was  rejected.  It 
was  to  repel  audi  inference,  that  he  deared  1« 
take  the  sense  of  the  Senate.  If  the  resolntioia 
should  receive  the  vote  of  the  body,  it  would 
keep  alive  the  dum,  and,  what  was  still  mere 
important,  rebut  any  inferred  ohandonment  of 
the  prindple  on  which  it  rests.  He  hoped  Ihil 
it  would  never  be  surrendered.  Justice  wu  oo 
onr  side,  and  if  we  cannot  succeed  in  establisli- 
ing  it  DOW,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  uij  m* 
hereafter.  He  tnist«d  that  the  strong  eifiKr 
aton  of  opinion  by  the  Senate,  which  h«  thi^ 
day  antioipBt«d,  would  rouse  an  attentioii  v> 
the  anbjeot,  that  might  lead  to  a  happy  tentj- 
nution  of  a  controversy  which  could  not  be  nJe- 
ly  kept  open.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  our  do^ 
to  munt^  our  ground.  If  we  now  yidd-S 
the  Senate  shoald  refuse  to  aot  onthercsds- 
tiona,  or  vote  them  down,  we  snrrendat  both 
right  and  prinoiple. 

He  would  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  aak  if  it 
is  ready  to  say  that  the  rights  of  the  8ont]ito 
the  great  mass  of  its  property,  th^  n!ii|^ 
enters  so  deeply  into  their  polilica!  and  aoci>' 
institutions,  and  on  the  maintenance  of  vrtidii 
not  only  their  wealth  and  prosperity,  botwai* 
and  safety  depend,  shall  be  outiawed  and  pW^ 
beyond  the  pale  of  protection  t  Is  it  preparM 
to  distinguiBh  between  this  and  every  otlier  At- 
scriplJon  of  pn)pert.y,  so  as  to  leave  tbia  ilo" 
undefended  1  The  British  Minister  ackuarl- 
edges  that  compensation  ongbt  to  be  mad«  fv 
every  other  description,  undw  similar  circuis- 
stBnoe^  and  places  the  distinction  between  ibu 
and  others,  on  ground  f^al  to  its  ezistenM,  i> 
it  be  admitted.  Is  elm  right!  That  a  iba 
queelion ;  and  are  yon  ready  to  say  so,  by  Jonr 
votes!  If  so,  it  is  time  we  should  know  it; 
and  if  not,  yod  should  speak  out  {dvnlj  uv' 
distinctly. 

He  had  not  supposed  tliat  there  was  a  ae^ 
her  of  the  body  that  would  be  embvraned  by 
the  resolutions ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  bc^ 
that  all  would  have  been  pleased  with  tiie  n^ 
portnnity,  in  a  case  so  strong  and  dear,  of  n- 
cording  their  votes  in  our  favor, — to  stud  b; 
us  on  this  great  question,  in  wbioh  we  are  psi^ 
tjonlarly  ooncemed,  as  we  have  stood  by  taw 
on  a  rooent  occadon  where  they  were. 
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It  is  A  prond  recoUeotloii  for  the  Bonth,  that 
«be  never  halted  totoniit  the  oost  or  dan^r, 
iihBD  the^tcirwt  of  any  portion  of  the  Union, 
the  most  remote,  callea  for  defence.  This  ie 
Ihe  firet  difficolty  with  Great  Britain,  in  which 
we  have  bMn  Immediately  intereBted.  The 
vrar  of  the  RevolntioD  originated  in 
moch  more  Korthem  than  Bonthem ;  and  itill 
more  strikingly  was  that  the  case  in  the  last 
vrar.  Did  we  heaitato  in  eithert 
(Knerons  Sooth,  ever  devoted  to  the  liberty  and 
tenor  of  the  conntry,  and  tme  to  its  engage- 
ments, poured  ont  freely  her  means,  in  blood 
ind  money,  for  the  common  canse,  without 
Silking  whether  she  was  to  be  the  «iner 
loser.  What  he  asked  was,  that  the  esi 
realoRS  and  ardent  snpport  that  we  have  i 
tended  to  other  portions  of  the  Union,  should 
Don  be  extended  to  ns  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Cl*T  of  Kentncty,  obeerved,  that  he 
woold  not  have  advised  the  introdnotion  of  the 
resoIutionSj  thongh  there  was  not  am 
Senate  or  in  the  conntry  more  read;  to  defend 
our  rights  by  bU  the  means  which  God  and  na- 
ture had  given  ns,  in  reference  to  that  partien- 
inr  species  of  property  wliich  the  Beoator  allad- 
ed  to.  He  tnonght,  however,  that  pmdenoe 
and  discretion  shonld  admonish  us  not  too  often 
to  throw  before  the  world  qnestions  in  relation 
to  ic  Who  conld  believe  that  Great  Britain, 
because  she  has  refased  to  make  compensation 
for  the  slaves  on  board  the  wrecked  vessel 
Thich  her  oolonial  authorities  had  liberated, 
wonid  int«rrapt  or  interfere  with  our  coasting 
trade!  WIio  could  believe  that  she  woold 
rail  Bnch  a  descriptioa  of  property  as  that 
board  that  vessel  t  Let  her  show  such  a  p 
podo,  anil,  his  word  for  it,  there  wocld  be  ' 
one  feeling  on  the  snbject  thronghont  the 
whole  country.  But  what  wonId  the  Senator 
prupose  hut  war  for  the  redress  of  this  ii^ury, 
ninf  e  all  negotiation  on  the  subject  was  at  an 
eudT  Was  that  snch  an  open,  nndisgulsed  at- 
tach: upon  ns  as  to  Jnstify  such  a  raeasnre  t  A 
vetiael  pnrsning  her  voyage  from  Norfolk  to 
Charleston,  is  cast  away  on  one  of  the  Bahama 
Inlands,  and  the  slaves  on  board,  having  been 
brought  op  before  the  authorities  there  on  a 
haheni  onrpiu,  are  liberated.  Here,  whatever 
ilie  British  Government  had  done,  was  invol- 
nntary.  Bhe  had  not  gone  ont  of  her  way  to 
attack  ns  with  regard  to  this  description  of 
property.  If  she  bad  done  so,  the  Senator 
from  SoDth  Carolina  woold  not  be  in  advance 
of  liim  in  resisting  her.  Bnt  in  this  case,  the 
TMiel  was  cast  away  in  a  storm  on  one  of  the 
British  islands,  and  the  slaves  on  board  having 
lieen  liberated  by  the  authorities  of  that  istan^ 
in  a  habeat  tarput,  she  will  neither  surrender 
'hem  nor  make  compensation  for  them.  Thongh 
ttiere  was  a  mBt«rial  difference  between  we 
nwiniion  aa  it  originally  stood,  and  as  It  was 
no«  amcDded,  yet,  inasmuch  as  it  oontidned 
tniilui,  he  should  vole  for  it,  thon^  he  regret- 
ted its  introduction, 

Mr.  OALBotn.    He  had  nld  notldiig  that| 


ooald  justify  the  Senator  in  oconsing  him  of  im- 
puting to  the  British  Government  hostile  or  im- 
proper motives,  nor  that  could  lead  to  the  belief 
that  there  was  danger  she  would  seixe  our  ves- 
sels at  sea,  with  the  viewofliberating  slaves  on 
board.  He  did  not  suppose  tha^  she  is  about 
to. turn  buccanier,  and  plunder  our  coasting 
trade ;  but  her  decision  will  interdtot  nearly  as 
efibctually  the  intercosrae  by  sea  between  one- 
half  of  this  Union  and  the  other,  oa  to  the 
greatest  and  moat  valuable  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Sonth,  as  if  ahe  were  to  send  out 
cruisers  againat  it.  The  voyage  was  a  most 
dangerous  oneu  The  Bahama  gronp  of  islands 
extends  for  nearly  two  hnndred  miles  along  the 
eastward  of  Florida,  at  an  average  distance  of  not 
more  than  fifty  miles,  with  astrong  current,  nto- 
ningmany  miles  an  hour,  sweeping  throngh  it, 
aod  be?et  with  dangers  from  innumerable  ^oala 
and  keys.  Through  this  dangerous  channel, 
subject  to  storms,  the  vast  interoonrse  bettreen 
the  Western  and  Atlantic  cities  passes  by  sea. 
Numberless  wrecks  occur  annually.  It  was  ea- 
timated  many  years  ago,  when  the  interoonrse 
was  far  less,  that  the  loss  annually  from  that 
cause,  was  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollan. 
To  this  danger  ia  now  superadded,  in  the  case 
of  slave  property,  plunder  by  seizure  and  do- 
tention  onthe  opposing  and  inhospitable  shore; 
thus  virtually  interdicting  to  that  eitent,  this, 
the  greatest  of  all  our  thoroughfares.  It  is  to 
repel  the  inference  of  acquiescence  in  adeciston 
leading  to  SQch  consequences,  and  resting  on  & 
principle  stjll  more  daogerons,  that  be  solicit- 
ed the  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PoBTBB  sdd :  Mr.  President,  I  derare  to 
do  my  duty  in  some  form  by  recording  a  vote 
on  these  resolutions,  and  yet  I  am  met  by  diffi- 
cttlties  on  both  sides  of  the  raun  question  they 
present,  which  I  frankly  confess  I  am  greatly 
~  abarraased  in  attempting  to  surmount. 

I  look  first  to  the  necessity  and  espodiency 
of  this  species  of  preliminary  action  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  a  snbject  of  this  magnitude  and  delicacy, 
which  proposes  to  declare,  in  advance,  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations  as  applicable  to 
slave  property,  thrown  by  tlie  act  of  God,  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  a  country  where  slavery  does 
not  exist ;  and  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
tbat  such  action  is  not  expedient  or  neoessan, 
I  look,  secondly,  to  the  consequences  which, 
in  my  humble  Judgment,  neceasarily  result  ftoai 
the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  and  which 
are  by  no  means  agreeable  subjecta  of  contem- 
plation tb  me.  These  consequences  I  regard, 
sir,  with  an  eye  to  the  national  honor  only, 
which,  in  mj  view,  cannot  remain  unsullied 
while  the  principle,  as  it  is  stated  and  applied 
'~  the  last  resolution,  remains  a  ulent  record 
yonr  Journal,  unasserted,  nnvindioated,  nn- 
aolniowledged,  unliquidated,  by  the  demand 
and  payment  to  the  uttermoet  farthing  of  tiie 


moda. 
Prom  the  legdlng  of  t^  doonnwDtB  I 
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panjing  the  BpeoUl  message  of  the  President 
of  the  2Sth  Jannarj  last,  oonsistuig  of  the  cor- 
reroondenoe  between  Ifr.  8t«veiuoii  and  Lard 
FAuneratoii,  which  «aa  ttirraianted  bj  so  od- 
jnstment,  on  the  part  of  the  British  GoTem- 
ment,  of  the  dainiB  for  Hlavee  wreaked  on  the 
Babanuts,  on  board  the  brigs  Oomet  end  £nco- 
rniom,  we  are  informed  that  the  British  Got- 
emment  has  already  refused  to  make  compen- 
sation in  the  case  of  the  Eaterprise,  on  the 
poond  that  the  latter  Tessel  was  thrown  w  ithin 
British  JarisdlotioD,  after  the  period  when  tjav- 
err  was  abolished  thronghont  the  British  do- 
muiions,  whiob  objection  was  not  applicable  to 
the  cases  of  the  two  former  vessels. 

Id  the  correspondence  alladed  to  (of  a  regolor 
diplomatic  character)  l>etween  the  representa- 
tlves  of  the  two  Governments,  we  nnd  this 
principle  distinctly  and  emphadcally  stated ; 
and  it  is  in  the  very  teeth  of  this  juatt  vltima- 
Vum  of  the  British  Government  on  the  question, 
and  in  reference  to  this  very  case  of  the  Enter- 
prise, that  the  last  of  these  resolntions  stands. 
Sir,  I  may  mistake  the  effect  which  necessarily 
reanlts  from  Its  adoption  ;  bat  to  my  mind  it 
is  a  pledge  to  the  claimaDts  and  to  the  world 
of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  our  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  this  Senate  is  concerned,  at 
least,  to  demand  the  adjustment  of  this  already 
rejected  claim.  Viewed  in  thb  light,  profound 
as  my  deference  is  for  the  ereat  abilities  and 
eminent  attunments  of  the  nonorable  Senator 
ftoro  Sonth  Carolina^  (Ur.  O^LHonN,)  so  sie- 
nally  developed  in  his  examioatton  of  this 
question,  when  these  resolntions  were  before 
ns  for  oonalderation  previous  to  their  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  I 
confess  it  is  to  my  mind  beset  with  donbt  and 
difSonlty. 

The  riffht  of  the  British  Goremment  to 
ahoUah  slavery  in  her  odonies,  is  admitted. 
And  what  are  the  consequences  of  the  exercise 
of  that  right  to  the  liocratod  slave?  Does 
it  not  place  him  under  the  protection  of 
British  laws,  which  give  him  the  right,  while 
he  conforms  to  them,  to  demand,  at  all  times, 
ond  under  all  circumstances,  the  eofroncliise- 
ment  of  his  person  f  And  ts  not  this  right 
etfually  sacred  and  inviolable,  whether  he  be  an 
ahen,  a  denizen,  or  a  native  I  for  I  know  of 
no  principle  which  deprives  him  of  one  or 
the  other  of  these  designations,  even  in  the 
case  of  those  wrecked  in  the  Enterprise.  Brit- 
ish courts  are  open  to  him — the  remedy  by 
babess  corpns,  co-eztensive  with  the  range 
of  British  laws,  is  his ;  and  if  it  reaches  him,  it 
mnst  liberate  him. 

The  possession  and  enjoyment  of  every 
BpMts  of  propertyia  attended  with  its  baEards. 
It  is  more  or  less  exposed  to  destractlon  and 
loss,  from  the  peculiarities  that  belong  to  IL 
The  precarious  tennre  of  slave  property  Is 
peculiar  to  hselt  It  has  vitality,  volition ;  and 
more,  a  human  intellect  to  guide  it — to  promjit 
it  to  flight — to  put  forth  the  moral  and  pbysi- 
oal  reeoDToea  and  powets  of  -man  for  its  own 


defence  and  safety,  and  to  defy  efforts  at  n- 
capture.  The  loss  of  this  q>eciw  of  prapti^ 
by  flight  Is,  to  my  knowled^  immenn;  ud 
when  it  reaches  within  the  limits  afaroi«i|D 
jnrisdiotion,  pnisnit  not  only  oeascdi,  bat  tbe 
demand  of  restitution  is  rilent.  What  b«(»mt^ 
in  this  instance,  then,  of  the  princ^  of  U' 
ttonal  comity,  which  (^ves  to  the  sahject  n 
Citizen  of  one  oonntry  the  right  to  oblaii, 
through  the  tribunals  of  another  coantrj,lii> 
pr<^>erty  found  there  I  I  can  ^ve  no  amwir, 
where  the  escape  is  to  a  British  Juriadidlm, 
other  than  to  say  it  is  lost  in  the  priTilfge) 
and  immnnities  of  tbe  people  of  Eudiail 
"whether  aliens,  denizens,  or  natives;    ud 


I  confess  myself  unable  t 
tween  the  right  to  demand  restitntion  in  md 
a  case,  and  in  that  of  tbe  Enterprise,  dot  tit- 
fore  us,  provided  it  appean  liiat  no  Kt  of 
violence  nas  been  committed  by  the  Britiili 
authoritiea,  whereby  this  vessel  was  bfcmjlii 
into  Port  Hamilton.  If  it  be  the  actof  Froy- 
idence  which  enables  the  slave  to  plsnt  bi) 
foot  on  a  soil  which  liberates  in  the  onectK, 
so  it  is  in  tbe  other ;  and  he  is  alike,  in  w 
Judgment,  froptrty,  subject  to'recaDtare  M 
right  of  control  or  not,  as  mnch  in  ue  one  s 
in  the  other,  and  no  more. 

But  it  is  said,  in  the  Ungnageof  thefinti/ 
these  resolutions,  "  that  a  ship  or  vessel  m  iIk 
high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  engaged  in  i  h<- 
fbl  voyage,  i^  according  to  the  laws  <^  °*' 
tions,  under  the  ezolouve  jarisdiction  of  '^ 
State  to  which  her  flag  belongs,  as  miicb»|> 
oonatituting  a  part  of  its  own  dom^n."  Ttiisn 
true,  in  »o  far  as  the  vessel,  persons  on  bovd. 
and  cargo  are  subject,  properly,  to  admiril^ 
and  maritime  jurisdiction;  but  lapcreti^ii 
isno farther  "  eidnslve,"  Common  1*»  ti^ 
existing  or  arising  on  the  high  seas,  eilb"^ 
respect  to  persons  or  property,  are  oopiiaW' 
in  the  Engliah  common  law  courts,  vnereni 
they  may  be  found ;  and  I  cannot  codw^ 
that  any  other  strictly  civil  injuries  can  KW* 
tiiere,  than  snch  as  are  of  a  transitory  nituK, 
in  respect  to  jurisdiction. 

Is  not  personal  liberty  a  common  U',  <f 
woU  as  a  natural  ri^ht;  and  doesitnotatuu 
to  every  human  being  foiling  within  the  c« 
nizanoe  of  British  laws!  When  a  Bn™ 
atatnte  liberates  a  negro  slave,  does  •"'  "^ 
panoply  of  the  common  law  cover  himt  ■A"' 
IS  the  British  Government  prepared  to  m^ 
in  violation    of  one  of  its   most  d)en«i« 

of  it 
nations. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  fWim  no  spirit  of  a^aiif 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  negro  emancipation,  •*  " 
is  now  sought  to  be  promoted  in  thiscoon^- 
by  private  conventional  means,  that  1  w»*' 
these  suK^tions.  The  constitution  ud  U<> 
under  wMch  wo  live,  give  nnqucetionM  P"* 
teotion  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  speciMofl'"'? 
erty;  and  while  the  mutual  obligations  ifn™ 
bind  togeOier  this  oonfederacy  of  &»i^  <^ 
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u  they  nov  do,  I  wiU  be  one  of  the 
blerfere  with  It,  eitlier  in  its  poMeaaiaa  or  in 
iu  reoi^rtioD,  whether  the  right  bj  law  to  re- 
ciption  is  given.  But  it  cannot  be  enjoyed 
wiihont  tiie  liinita  of  our  own  Jurisdiction, 
tod  I  am  unwilling,  in  this  form,  to  place  the 
conntry  in  an  attitude  In  which  natioiud  honor 
will  demand  the  assertion  of  this  right  of 
recaption  elsewhere,  and  in  a  manner  which 
may  conflict  with  the  local  lawa  and  JnrisdiC' 
tion  of  B  foreign  ooaotry.  BlaTery  is  a  domes- 
tic institntion  with  ns,  and  all  the  prinoiplee 
of  right  in  respect  to  it  are  well  established 
tad  defined  by  the  l^slatton  of  the  States  in 
which  it  prevails.  There,  nnder  the  guaran- 
tees of  the  Oonslitntion  of  the  United  States,  I 
vish  to  keep  it.  If  It  t>e  an  institntion  confer- 
^  benefits  on  the  conunnnitiea  whose  laws 
e  it,  be  theirs  the  undlspoted,  onqnee- 
tioned  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  benefits. 
If  it  be  an  evil,  the  &ct  will  sooner  or  later 
develop  itself  and  theirs,  and  theirs  only, 
will  be  the  remedy.  But,  In  the  pnesent  state 
of  the  drilized  world,  I  confess  I  deprecate 
an;  agitation  of  this  snbject,  not  called  for  by 
the  neoeMity  of  immediate  action,  calculated 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  international  con- 
troversy. The  reasons  I  will  not  dwell  npon — 
ctill  less  wilt  I  TOntDre  to  speak  of  the  con- 
Mquencea  of  a  national  war  proceeding  from 
Rich  a  ground  of  disagreement. 

It  also  occurs  to  me,  air,  (and  I  throw  out 
the  snggestion,  as  I  have  all  others  here  ad- 
vanced, with  great  diffidence,)  that  the  adoption 


ring  beni 


oF  these  resohitions  wonld  be  prematnre, 
much  as  there  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
proceedings  instituted  in  the  ooarts  of  Bermnda 
resulting  b  a  final  Jadlcial  decision  of  the 
qacstions  they  present.  If  the  priuoiples  they 
t^ume  be  Bonnd  here,  they  mnst  be  sonnd 
there,  for  they  are  derived  fWtm  the  interna- 
tional code,  according  to  the  doctrines  contend- 
ed for,  and  the  courtaofall  civiliied  countries 
tie  bound  by  them.  And  if  they  be  jodioially 
inadotissible  in  respect  to  slave  properi.y  in 
these  courts,  then  the  remedy  is  by  l^slation 
or  negotiation ;  and  here  I  fear  we  should  be 
matj  not  only  by  obstacles  founded  in  the  very 
spirit  of  the  British  Oonstitntion,  bnt  by  others, 
eilBnlly  formidable,  arising  fh)m  a  natural  rs- 
puguance  of  the  British  Government  to  make 
the  right  to  slave  property,  exposed  by  casnalty 
to  the  action  of  her  tribnnftfs,  the  subject  of 
cither,  in  the  face  of  her  recent  policy  of  gener- 
tl  emancipation. 

For  these  reasons,  erroneons  tbongh  they 
inij  be,  I  Join  with  the  honorable  Benator 
tram  Eentnoky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  in  the  expreaslons 
of  regret  that  these  resolutions  have  been  pre- 
sented for  our  action.  I  have  not  spoken  to 
ecligbten  the  Senate,  for  I  am  too  oonscions 
<^my  humble  rank  here  to  hope  to  do  so,  or 
*ith  the  expectation  tliat  I  shall  be  sostdned 
>>T  >  sin^e  voice;  but  merely  to  eipli^n  the 
oifflcnltiea  under  which  I  labor  in  my  own 
Buud,  and  in  Jnstifieation  of  the  motion  I  now 
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make,  (thns  going  one  step  farther  than  my 
distingnished  friend,)  that  these  resolntions  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  P.'s 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  at  follows : 

Til— Hr.  Porter.— 1. 

IfATs. — MewrB.  AUen,  Anderson,  Benton.  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  day  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Diioo, 
Fulton,  Ornudy,  Henderson,  Hubtnrd,  King.  Unu, 
Lumpkin,  Heriick,  Uonton,  Klcholas,  Norvell, 
I^erce,  Roane,  RoUnson,  Sevier,  Btrsnge,  Stur- 
geon,   Xappan,    Walker,    Williams,   and    Young, 


not  only  the  citizens  of  Sonthern  States  were 
interested  in  this  matter,  but  also  those  of 
Western  States,  or  those  who  wished  to 
emigrate  with  their  slaves  to  the  west. 
Among  the  passengers  in  the  Eocomium,  one 
of  the  vesaets  named  in  the  debate  on  these 
resolutions,  was  Mr.  Oharles  Allen,  a  citizen  of 
Uissonri,  who  was  returning  from  a  Southern 
State  with  a  fbw  valuable  family  slaves,  which 
were  taken  from  him  by  the  authoritiee  at 
Ifaeaan.  And  although  the  owners  of  the 
other  slaves  have  been  compensated,  Mr. 
Allen's  claim  has  been  disallowed,  because 
the  British  Couaut  stated  that  the  slavea^de- 
parted  with  him.  Mr.  Allen  made  due  proof 
of  the  loss  of  bis  slaves  by  the  act  of  the  Brit- 
ish authorities ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  he 
has  been  notified  that  he  will  receive  no  oom- 
penaotion.  This  ia  an  additional  reault  of  the 
principle  avowed  by  tlie  British  Government, 
and  an  additional  reaaon  why  we  should  pass 
these  resolutions.  The  certificate  of  a  consul, 
given  in  a  case  where  he  con  hardly  know 
any  thing  of  his  own  knowledge,  is  to  deprive 
on  American  citizen  of  his  property,  and  to 
countervail  all  other  testimony.  In  this  way 
all  claims  may  be  defeated.  The  conduct  of 
the  British  Government,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  nn- 
jualjfiable — a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations — 
and  a  wrong  and  indignity  to  the  United  States. 
She  posaesaes  ialonda  lying  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  in  the  very  tract  of  all  our  ahips  en- 
tering or  departing  (i'om  the  gulf^  and  where 
tempests  ore  frequent  and  shipwrecks  frequent 
If  on  American  vessel,  thus  passing  from  one 
part  of  the  United  States  to  another,  is  driven 
by  the  tempest  into  any  of  these  ialands,  and 
has  slaves  on  board,  the  British  Government 
declares  them  freel  and,  in  the  case  where 
she  has  paid  for  some  of  those  slaves,  others 
ore  refused  on  a  consul's  certificate.  This  ia 
m^atifiable,  and  we  ahoold  so  declare  it 

The  question  then  being  token,  the  resoln- 
tiona  were  unanimously  odopte*],  as  follows: 

Teas. — Heatra.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Bucfatnui,  Gilboun,  CI>y  of  Alabama,  Guy  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  CritiendeD,  Cutbbcrt,  Dixon, 
Fallon,  Grundy,  Benderson,  Hubbard,  King,  IJan, 
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DtOk*  md  Ormebaiit  M  Stigiw,  Ball,  md  Jtoliuta. 


Lampkin,    Kerricb,     Uoulon,    Niuholu,   NorveU, 

nercR,  Rrane,  Robiiuon,  Serler,  Sinnge,  Sturgeon, 

Tappan,  Walker,  WiUianu,  aod  TouDg — 83. 

Niiva. — None. 


'WBDHnDAT,  April  S3. 

Dutit*  and  J^aiebaekt  on  Sugar,  SaU,  and 

Molaaet—Beptal  of  the  Ball  Taeaado/a« 

JtiAin^  Bountia  and  AUovaneei. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  drawbacks  on  refined 
BQgara  aad  distilleil  ram  exported,  in  proportioa 
to  the  redootions  of  duty  on  the  imported 
BQgar  and  tnolasses  out  of  which  they  wera 
roanufactored,  and  to  redace  the  fishing  honnties 
and  allowances  tn  proportion  to  the  reduction 
of  the  salt  doty  on  which  they  were  founded, 
being  the  epedal  order,  was  taken  up,  and, 
having  been  read — 

Hr.  Bentos  rose  and  said,  that  the  oliject  of 
the  hill  was  to  correct  the  errors  of  previona 
legislation,  and  especially  of  the  coiiipron)i» 
of  1988;  errors  by  which  the  constitntion 
nndergoJDg  a  daily  violation — the  Treosary  was 
•nffering  a  daily  loss  of  money  nnjostly  drawn 
from  it — and  the  end  of  which  wonld  be,  if  not 
arreeted,  to  torn  over  the  whole  amount  of  the 
revenne  from  sagar,  tialt,  and  molasnes,  to  the 
mm  distillers,  the  sugar  refinery  and  the  North- 
eastern fiahenneD. 

llr.  B.  said  that  when  the  comproroiae  act 
was  on  its  gallop  through  this  chamber — that 
act  which  adjonmed  the  tariff  question  to  the 
year  1843— adjourned  it  from  a  time  when  it 
was  ready  for  setUemeut,  to  a  time  when  no 
one  will  be  thinklDs  of  it — to  a  time  when  the 
Booth  especially  wiU  be  sound  asleep  npon  the 
snbject ;  when  that  act  was  on  its  gallop  throngh 
this  chamber,  be  had  endeavored  to  prevent  the 
evils  which  It  was  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
arrest ;  and  for  that  purpose  had  ofi'ered  on 
amendment,  which,  not  coming  {tov\  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  the  compromise,  was  not 
allowed  to  be  adopted.  That  amendment  wai 
in  these  words  1 

"  That  all  dnwbacki,  allowed  on  Ibe  exportation 
ef  articlea,  manuractured  in  the  United  State*,  from 
materials  Imported  from  foreign  couniries,  and 
aul^ect  to  duty,  shall  be  reduced  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  duties  provided  for  in  ttui  act." 

Sacb  was  the  ameadoient  which  be  oETered. 
It  was  self-evidently  jnst  and  proper;  it  was 
right  and  proper  on  its  own  face ;  yet  it  was 
nriected,  and  notoriously  rejected,  because  the 
bill  liad  been  arraoged  ont  of  doors,  and  was 
not  to  be  amended  in  the  House  except  npon 
the  consent  of  its  anthors.  The  vote  of  rejection 
was  24  to  18 ;  and  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
what  was  difflctilt  to  be  done  llien,  is  more 
dtfflcnlt  now ;  that  those  who  have  profited  by 
our  erroneons  legislation,  and  still  wish  to  profit 
fVom  i^  constitute  a  powerful  obstacle  to  onr 
l^l^tJon;  that  aa  immense  Bpeeulatiou  is  in 
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progress,  founded  on  these  errors  in  our  l^iisli- 
tion ;  and  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights  now 
seems  "M  extend  to  all  the  errora  and  mistatt!^ 
as  well  as  to  all  the  abnaes  of  legislation.  Tht 
sugar  refiners — the  mm  distillers—the  Kortb- 
eastern  fishermen — stand  together  to  defend 
the  advantages  they  have  gained.  Not  conleol 
with  the  vast  sums  which  the;  have  aireidj 
unduly  obtained  from  our  Treasury,  the  fruit 
of  oar  viciODS  legislation,  they  become  man 
insatiate  in  proportioa  to  the  amonnt  they  1iit« 
received,  and  now  boldly  resist,  as  an  inTuioii 
of  their  rights,  any  attempt  to  correct  our  a<ci 
errors;  and  these  refiners  attack  with  abuse 
and  personalities  the  member  of  Oongress  vbo 
ventures  to  do  his  duty  to  his  conutrj,  ami  ID 
attempt  the  redress  of  a  publio  wrong. 

The  abuse  of  the  sugar  drawback  commenni 
in  1829.  It  commenced  in  the  act  of  Jinuir; 
of  that  year,  which  increased  tlie  drawback  from 
four  cents  to  five  cents  a  pound.  I  opjKAed 
that  increase  at  the  time,  ond  foretold  its  \tr 
jnrioos  effect  on  our  Treasury,  and  on  our 
domestic  sugar.  I  then  foretold  that  thst  in- 
crease of  drawback  would  vastly  angmeit  tlit 
importation  of  foreign  sugars,  to  the  prqniliw 
of  our  own ;  that  it  would  discourage  tli«  ^^ 
of  our  domestic  sugar  for  refinlcig;  Until 
would  establish  vast  manufactories  in  our  nun- 
try  to  refine,  not  domestic,  but  foreign  tugvs; 
and  that  it  would  cause  immense  exportaiiom 
of  this  article  for  the  mere  benefit  of  the  dra*- 
back,  the  one-fifth  part  of  whicli  would  be  t 
mere  gratuity  from  the  Treasury.  This  is  nW 
T  said  m  December,  1828,  when  the  bill  for  ik 
increased  drawback  was  on  its  passage  in  tlili 
chamber;  and  all  the  evils  which  I  ttien  fore- 
saw and  denounced,  were  in  a  state  of  ef- 
ficiently rapid  development  when  the  cum- 
promise  act  of  1SS3  came  into  life,  and  i^- 
vated  tenfold  the  evils  of  the  act  of  1629.  ^1 
tliis  compromise  act,  the  almost  iucrediUe,  isi 
certainly  nnparalleled  error  was  oommiHei 
of  reducing  unties  without  reducing  the  dra>- 
bocks  fonnded  upon  them ;  an  error  which  bii 
had  the  direct  effect  of  going  at  once  to  ik 
nephtt  ultra  of  the  protective  system,  tbit  uf 
granting  bounties  out  of  the  Treasury ;  a  ^'^ 
of  protection,  which  General  Hamilton  faileil 
to  establish  in  ITSl,  and  which  then,  and  ever 
ainoe,  haa  been  admitted  to  be  as  flagranti}'  id' 
constitutional  as  it  is  grossly  nqjust  to  tk 
oommunity.  The  compromise  act  haa  esls'i- 
lished  tlTiB  species  of  protection,  and  now  let  i» 
see  its  operation  in  relation  to  refined  sngsn: 
and  now  let  as  see  its  effect  in  scimulatiog  tM 
importation  of  foreign  sugars,  increo^nf:  1» 
exportation  of  refined  sugara,  and  incMasog 
the  amount  of  drawback  from  the  Treas"''.'- 
Tliese  resulu  ore  seen  in  the  Treasnry  retani, 
which  have  been  coinmnnicated  to  the  Senate 
and  printed  by  its  order.  Taking  these  nva^ 
from  the  year  18a8-'9,  when  the  erroaeoiB 
legifdation  in  relation  to  sugar  first  begun,  uw 
the  suooesuve  importatious  are : 
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Brown. 

WUM  eUjed,  J^c 

FOODdl. 

FoDiufa. 

lasa 

61,6B6,98B 

e.S49,ooe 

laas 

MfiVlfiU 

4,708,780 

1830 

78,076,388 

7,906.668 

1831 

S8,679,flSB 

10,487,726 

1832 

60,117,717 

6,834,071 

183S 

eO,6S9,OU 

11,009,088 

IBU 

107,488,841 

7,866.014 

1B35 

111,806,880 

14,SaO,359 

mi 

181,248,687 

io,iea,578 

im 

180,416,071 

10,723,7*8 

IBM 

139,200,806 

14.678,288 

Hero  ia  an 

increase  of  near  three  to  one  in 

about  tea  vei 

ITS ;  an  increase 

which  is  beyond 

that  on  the  paseage  of  the  compromise  act  in 
I6S8,  thef  took  another  rise,  aod  have  nin  np 
to  $261,801.  Here  is  the  table  of  these  aston- 
ishing increases,  the  mere  view  of  which  aa- 
nouQces  the  existence  of  great  errors  in  our 
legislation : 


all  proportion  to  the  increased  popolation  and 
commerce  of  the  conntrj ;  an  increase  which 
has  not  been  affected  bj  the  panics  and  dis- 
tresses at  home,  and  which  is  npwards  of  twice 
IS  ^reat  in  the  ruinons  years  of  1837  and  1888, 
S9  It  was  in  the  year  1832,  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  in  tlio  zenith  of  its  power 
Bod  ^ioTj,  Soch  an  increase  is  unnatural  and 
facUtioQS,  and  announces  the  ciistence  of  some 
occult  csnse  to  stimolate  and  extend  this  branch 
of  bumess  bejond  its  proper  bounds ;  while  so 
manj  other  branches  of  indnstrj  hare  been 
sutfurine  from  tlie  bank  suspensions,  and  the 
artificial  and  political  panics  and  alarms  with 
wliich  the  country  has  been  afflicted.  Such  on 
increase,  under  snch  circamstancee,  announces 
th<:  existence  of  some  secret  etimnlos ;  and  that 
stlniulns  is  found  hi  the  Ticions  legislation  of 
Congress  in  1829  and  1888. 

Tbe  increased  eiportation  of  refined  sngars, 
and  tlie  increased  amonnt  of  drawback  upon 
llieoi,  hBTe  gone  steadily  forward,  and  with 

S'^antic  strides,  unco  the  compromise  act  has 
■Ran  to  take  fuller  effect.    In  five  years — ft 
1^  to  1839 — these  annual  increases  are : 


INnwIi  •ipoct«4 
806,090 
1,676.872 
2,012,804 
2,908,688 
0,026,017 


Dmvtack. 
$42,829 
83.76B 
100,642 
140,494 
251,801 


Here  is  an  increase  of  sixfold  in  five  years ; 
u  increase  of  upwards  of  100  per  oentnm  annn- 
ally.forfiveyearsinsncoesrion;  andthesefive 
j«ars  covering  two  bonk  suqtensions,  divers 
panics,  and  repeated  Jeremiads  over  the  nni' 
^erul  rain  prodnced  bj  this  wleked  and  worth- 
lW9  AdmioistratJon,  Sorely  It  will  be  admitted 
taat  tbMv  are  sooie  ezoeptiona  to  this  universal 
nun ;  that  the  sugar  refiners  at  least  are  doing 
"a1;  and  ore  likely  to  do  so  long  as  onr  otMu- 
Pntniise  act  remans  in  force. 

Stroogly  as  this  toUe  iH«eents  the  question, 
wM*  is  a  adn  atrongar  vieir  of  it  to  he  pre- 
l^itsd ;  it  is  the  table  of  tiie  amounts  of  draw- 
"Kk  paid  OD  these  refined  sugars  for  fifteen 
jeais,  and  by  wUch  it  will  be  seen  that,  pre- 
jww  to  the  emmeons  l^elation  of  1 838,  thee* 
onvbacks  vibrated  fh»a  91,S0O  to  $5,800; 
^  immediately  npon  the  paaaase  of  that  act 
"«?  rose  as  high  aa  $45,000  andl84,000 ;  and 


.826 


$1,612  68 
2,627  S7 
0,B34  SS 
8,040  48 
40,092  06 
84,230  48 
6S,««B  OS 
42,840  6S 
34,648  80 
162,086  06 
48,820  00 
83,768  60 
100,642  70 
US.4B4  80 
201,301  85 


Snch  is  the  increase  of  the  drawbacks  on 
"     "  ■  a  of  fifteen 


b^an  with  the  erroneous  law  of  ] 
table  proves  the  error ;  bnt  it  is  not  the  only 
proof  to  that  effect.  A  letter  from  the  deputy 
collector  of  Philadelphia,  Document  No  884^ 
attests  the  fact,  and  that  in  relation  both  to 
BugKS  and  fi^,  he  says : 

"Under  tbo  act  of  January  11.  ISSg,  the  botmtg, 
draiebaek,  or  alloitanee,  is  at  five  cents  per  pound, 
and  no  more.  As  there  Is  no  excise  paid  by  the 
rcflners,  tfae  alloirance  of  five  cents  per  ponnd  vu, 
in  1826,  coosidenid  as  eqidralent  to  the  amonnt  of 
dutiea  paid  on  two  pounds  of  brown  sugar  at  H 
eoDts  per  pound,  the  duty  payable  on  Uie  same  at 
tlie  time  of  passiog  the  act.  The  duties  now  are 
less  by  the  cicesa  under  the  act  of  1SS2,  and  yet 
the  drawbaclf  or  bounty  on  the  sugar  is  the  same. 
It  is  so  with  bounty  on  pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries 
of  the  United  States.  When  20  cents  per  barrel 
was  allowed,  it  was  to  dnwback  the  duly  paid  on  a 
bushel  of  salt,  supposed  to  be  used  in  curing  a  bar- 
rel of  fish.  Now  the  duty  is  less  than  10  cents  hi 
Ihe  excess,  yet  the  bounty  remains  at  80  cents, 
which  la  far  more  than  two  bushels  of  salt." 

He  also  says ; 

"Thequantlty  of  refined  sugar  exported  in  1B39, 
(last  year,)  at  this  port,  was  3M,7B4  pounds,  which, 
at  0  cents  per  pound,  made  $19,289  20  as  a  draw- 
back. This  U.T  exceeds  any  amoqnt  pald-for  many 
years.  In  looking  over  our  accounts  from  1824  to 
1838,  Indusiie,  the  highest  amonnt  does  not  exceed 
t2,600-<ay  hi  1886." 

And  he  says  farther : 

"I  understand  that  large  quantities  of  refined 
sugars  will  be  exported  from  hence,  and  prabaUy 
Tiom  other  ports  of  the  United  States.  I  think  the 
term  nigar  refirud  rather  vague.  Borne  of  the  re- 
finers am  of  opiuion  that  all  sugara  melted  and 
properly  clarified,  and  freed  {rora  all  eitnneoua 
BubaianccB,  may  bo  considered  aa  rtfinat—titMt 
bastard  sugar  is  refined  sagar.  I  must  confe^  that 
there  is  some  plausibility  in  tills,  and  it  should  be 
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U  in  the  years  1B41  and  1B42 — wlica  tbc 
iiromiw  abftll  have  rednoed  the  eogu  dot;  U 
naif  a  cent,  and  left  the  draw^iack  at  five  ecnU. 
Then  the  Wvest  takes  plac« ;  and  anrelj  tbot 
tvo  yean  will  more  tban  absorb  the  whale 
Bugar  revenue,  and  exhibit  the  apectaiJe  of 
iieveDt«en  millicmB  of  people  taxed  m  aa  vtide 
of  DiUTersal  conBampUor^  ia  order  to  mike  t 
gracious  present — a  gratoitons  fp& — of  Ibe 
whole  amooDt  of  the  tax  to  Bome  thlrtj-oU 
sugar  reflnerB  1  Two  years  of  Bach  work  al 
be  able  to  clear  prinoel  j  fortunes ;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  most  reaeooaUeof  the 
refiaers  will  be  willing  for  Ccngres  to  tmesd 
its  law  after  that  time.  The  game  will  be  io 
their  own  hands ;  and  two  years  of  rach  work 
as  they  oan  perform,  ooght  to  satisfy  the  moS 
greedy  and  voraoioaa.  A  bounty,  and  a  moii' 
opoty,  at  ODce  in  their  favor  1  Five  ceotadm- 
back  on  refined  sagar ;  less  than  one  cent  dntj 
on  brown  sugar ;  the  treacle,  eymp  and  eo^ 
molasses  all  clear ;  a  duty  on  foreign  refined 
sugar,  which  excludes  it  from  onr  market;  t^ 
eiclD^ve  supply  of  the  home  market  at  Ibtir 
own  price  \  drawbacks  ^  payable  in  thinr 
days  in  aolid  moneyj  hnndredsof  tniliiixist^ 
pounds  of  brown  sngor  rapidly  Imported,  cot- 
Terted  by  st«am  power  into  bastara  or  rttwd 
sngar,  and  exported  at  five  cants  a  ponad  out 
of  the  Treasury ;  soeh  is  the  Ihut  of  cot 
legislation — snch  the  prospect  before  us— sodi 
the  prize  for  which  the  refiners  come  hen  to 
ooptend — and  such  the  misehieb  agunst  which, 
solitary  and  alone,  I  raise  my  feeble  aad  m- 
availing  voice. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  oonld  not  take  leave  of  tbii 
topic  of  sugars,  without  noticine  a  paper  wbieb 
bad  tteen  communicated  to  t^e  Beuste,  ud 
printed  bv  ita  order ;  it  was  a  tetter  fttxa  Hverel 
sngw  refiners  in  the  city  of  New  Yort,  »d- 
dressed  to  a  member  of  thia  body,  (Mr.  Vd- 
BTBR.)  The  letter  selected  an  expreasitHi  frco 
&  former  speech  of  his — the  one  be  made, « 
asking  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill— and  *aT 
clearly  proved  that  expression  to  be  errOQew^ 
I  then  B^d  the  amotmt  already  paid  to  tto 
SQgar  refiners  fat  their  drawback  exceeded  ll» 
whole  amoont  of  the  sugar  revwme,  ud  tU 
seventeen  milli(»iB  of  people  were  twM  tiud 
on  their  sugar  to  tnm  over  the  whole  uMfint 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  to  a  fbw  doim  ■a|V 
refinWB.  Thia  waa  an  error ;  bnt  an  error  a 
time  only.  Instead  of  tMw  reeaiving  the  wbols 
amoont  of  the  Bogar  revenue,  wbiob  tbej  di> 
not,  these  refioen  will  bo  reodve  it  about  w 
jean  hence  1  It  is  an  error  of  two  yean;  u 
error  which  has  no  effect  npon  Ibe  *>ttin^ 
of  tbo  bill,  or  the  neoeasi^  <a  pasdng  it.  Iw 
truth  IB,  that  the  dn^  on  sngnr  ginng  dovDj' 
the  exportation  of  refined  sngant  enonncnflT 
increasmg^-and  the  drawback  remaining  «^ 
tionary,  the  result  is  dear  tbat  tlM  drawback 
wlU  exceed  t^e  revenue  when  tiie  duty  rcocbes 
its  minimum  in  1S48.  Thia  is  dear;  M 
whether  the  drawback  ^onld  ever  exceed  IH 
duty,  is  perfectly  Immatwial  to  the  quwdioii  v 


Koarded  agidnst  by  the  Lt^slature ;  for,  although 
Uie  baitard  logar  is  nothing  more  than  ibe  BUgai^ 
bouse  white  and  brown  lugara,  yet  it  has  gone 
thnragh  tlie  same  operaUon  u  the  loaf  and  lump 
Bogar,  the  only  difference  consisting  in  tbe  last 
praceM  of  olayiDg ;  but  It  is  an  inferior  sogar — far 
mfecior  10  a  good  muscavado  In  Btrength.  I  think 
the  bounty,  u  allowed  at  all,  abould  be  on  rifimd 
loaf  mtd  lump  ntgitr  ;  and,  tf  the  privilege  of  crush- 
ing the  loaves  or  lamps  were  given,  the  crushing 
shoold  be  done  In  the  presence  of  an  bepector. 
The  ohjcGt  of  cnulitng  ci.a  only  be  for  tbe  purpose 
oT  saving  freight,  to  which  there  miRht  be  no  ob- 
Jeelion,  if  done  under  proper  inspection." 

Finally  be  says : 

"I  win,  however,  recall  to  your  reccllection  a 
eircnmstance  which  occarred  in  this  office.  Mr. 
Oanby  invited  you  to  call  at  his  establiBhment  In 
Church  alley,  seveisl  yean  ago,  to  see  bis  process 
of  reSaing,  bat  refused  to  permit  me  to  accompany 
you.  In  tbe  coaise  of  couversaljon,  the  queBtioa 
BioH  as  lo  the  quantity  of  raw  sugar  necessary  to 
make  one  ponod  of  refined  sugar.  He  siated  that 
his  brother  thought  that  the  traunty  should  be 
on  H  pounds  of  raw,  bat  his  own  opinion  was 
that  !}  pounds  wore  ample;  tbe  dnty  then  was  3i 
cents  per  pound,  while  I  thooght  that  an  average 
of  S  pounds  would  be  enough.'^ 

Adding  this  testimony  of  the  deputy  collector 
to^Uie  pregnant  evidence  of  the  tables,  and  the 
conclnsion  becomes  irresiBtibie,  that  enormons 
dmwbacke  are  nndnly  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
— that  they  are  still  increasing — that  they  are 
pud  even  on  bastard  aueat^-and  that  there 
must  be  an  error  of  hau  a  ponnd  of  brown 
angar  in  every  pound  of  it  refined. 

Of  the  (201,000  drawn  from  tbe  Treasury 
last  year,  I  consider  (160,000  to  have  been 
nndmy  and  unjcstly  drawn.  I  do  not  say  llle- 
Bfdly,  because  our  miserable  laws  authoriEed  it. 
I  consider  three-fiitbs  of  the  whole  to  be  a 
naked  gratnlty — a  mere  bounty — a  simple  pres- 
ent  ftom  our  Treaauiy;  and  I  make  op  tluit 
aum  thns :  The  act  of  1629  added  one-fifth  to 
the  drawback,  which  drawback  was  anfficiont 
before :  this  would  give  an  error  of  (£0,000  in 
(260,000.  Tbe  act  of  1638  has  nearly  reduced 
the  dnty  on  sugar  one-bal^  which  should  have 
reduced  Uie  drawback  also  near  one-half;  this 
would  take  near  (100,000  from  the  remaining 
(200,000.  Tbis  gives  a  total  toss  to  tbe  Treas- 
nry  in  1B89  of  near  (160,000 ;  a  som  great  in 
itself^  but  a  mere  trifle  to  what  it  is  to  be  in 
1B41  and  1S42,  if  the  evil  is  not  arrested.  It 
ia  then  that  the  duties  go  down  to  twenty  per 
centum  on  the  valoe,  which  will  be  little  more 
Ihan  half  a  oent  a  pound  on  brown  sugar,  while 
the  drawback  te  to  remain  at  five  oents  a  pound  I 
Tbis  is  a  folly  of  which  there  ii  no  example  in 
the  annnis  of  legislation.  It  may  safely  be 
asserted  that  the  legislative  history  of  tbe  world 
furnishes  no  instance  of  each  careless  and  reck- 
less and  niijast  legislation.  Bnt  bad  as  it  Is — 
great  as  the  loss  to  the  Treasury  already  ia — 
yet  we  are  only  at  the  be^uning  of  it.  Tbe 
great  harvest  for  the  refiners  is  still  ahead— it 
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J  this  bill.  The  vnoQnt  of  duty  whioh 
tbe7  have  pud  fn,  Is  all  that  tlie  refinera  have 
a  right  to  drftw  btick.  Tbey  have  no  right  to  a 
cent  b«jond  the  amount  the^  pay  in.  The 
-vbole  point  of  raj  q>eeoh  was  to  show  that 
the7  receiTed  more  then  they  paid ;  this  they 
do  not  deny,  and  cannot  deny.  No  man  upon 
earth  can  deny  it.  Wliether  they  now  receive 
the  whole  amonat  of  the  eogar  revenne,  which 
thc^  do  not,  or  ahall  n>  receive  it  after  1842, 
irhich  they  will,  ia  perfectly  inunaterial  to  the 

Boint  of  the  debate,  or  the  cfa^aoter  of  the 
ill,  or  the  neceesity  of  Msdng  it.  And  here 
I  will  make  the  remark,  that  these  refiners,  by 
taklDK  the  tn>nbl«  to  show  this  error  In  my 
epee^  and  showing  ncme  but  this,  admit  the 
correctness  of  the  remainder.  They  admit  tlie 
enormous  increase  in  the  amount  which  they 
draw  from  the  Treasury,  and  which  has  risen 
fixnn  142,000  to  $261,000  in  five  years.  They 
admit  that  they  receive  more  than  they  pay — 
that  they  draw  back  out  of  the  Treasury  more 
than  they  put  into  it— and  this  is  the  sole  point 
in  the  ease.  It  is  the  sole  question  upon  which 
ttie  pssssffe  of  tJiis  bill  should  depend.  Thus 
b;  attaoking  an  immateiial  part  of  -aij  speech, 
and  leaving  the  material  mrtfl  nnanswerea,  they 
admit  the  tmth  of  all  uiat  is  material.  And 
more :  by  attacking  this  statement,  which  I  had 
myself  long  tdnce  corrected — by  attaoking  this, 
sod  leaving  uunotioed  the  letter  of  the  deputy 
collector  of  Philadelphia,  they  admit  all  his 
most  essentia]  statemeuts  in  relation  to  bastard 
Migan,  crushed  sugars,  iaoreaaiug  drawbacks, 
excess  of  drawbacks  over  duties,  and  the  false 
basis  of  two  and  balf^  or  even  two  and  a  quarter, 
pounds  of  brown  sugar  to  make  one  pound  of 
refined.  All  this  they  admit  by  not  denying 
ft,  while  denying  an  immaterial  statement, 
erroneous  only  as  to  time. 

So  much  for  the  sugar  drawback ;  now  for 
tb«  mm  «nd  molasses.  On  this  head  I  will  be 
brief^  because  the  question  is  less  complex,  and 
also  leas  in  amount  than  tliat  of  tlie  aagar 
drawback,  and  derives  its  abuse  from  only 
one  law.    No  act  previous  to  the  compromise 

rve  any  undue  advantage  to  the  rum  distiller ; 
is  that  sot  alone  wnich,  by  reducing  the 
dnty  on  molasses,  without  reducing  it  on  the 
mm  distilled  fMm  It  and  exported ;  it  is  this 
act  which  does  all  the  mischief  in  this  ease ; 
and  Its  effect  will  be  seen  in  the  rapid  Id- 
crease  of  the  quantity  of  mm  erported,  and  the 
amount  of  drawback  paid,  since  the  act  began 
to  operate  largely  upon  the  redoctioo  of  duty. 
In  the  last  four  years  these  quantiHea  and 
amounts  stand  thus : 


1837 
1838 
18t9 


GiUou  aipoital 
70,271 
116,^88 
S14,742 
906,690 


Sodi  are  the  resulte  in  fbnr  years  under  the 
stimulating  bounty  of  the  compromise  act. 
An  inereasa  <A  four  fold  in  four  years !    An 


tAntL,lB«0. 

annual  average  Increase  of  more  than  one 
hundred  per  centum  iu  four  years  of  great 
embarrassment  and  mnch  general  decline  in 
other  bualnesa.  Surely  the  rum  distillers  have 
not  felt  the  distress  of  the  times ;  surely  they 
ought  not  to  join  distress  meetings,  and  sign 
panic  petitions ;  nor  cheer  the  orators  of  ulann 
orations.  An  increase  of  four  fold  in  four 
years  is  a  fine  improvement  in  any  business 
and  in  the  best  of  times;  and  in  the  present 
time  it  is  wonderful ;  but  it  is  only  a  foretaste 
of  what  is  to  come.  With  the  rum  distillera 
as  with  the  sugar  refiners,  the  harvest  is  stiU 
ahead  I  The  years  1841  and  184S  are  to  be 
the  glorious  era  of  the  mm  business.  Then 
the  molasses  daty  will  go  down  to  less  than  one 
cent  oQ  the  gallon  ;  the  drawback  will  remfdn 
at  four  cents ;  a  gallon  of  one  will  make  near 
a  gallon  of  the  other;  and  if  the  hard  tlmea 
continue,  and  the  banks  choose  to  sink  the 
price  of  com  and  rye  a  little  lower,  then  the 
whole  drawback  can  be  cleared  by  substituting 
whiskey  for  molasses  in  the  mm  distillery. 
This  is  what  can  be  done,  and  probably  will 
be  done;  for  the  temptation  will  be  too  great 
to  be  resisted.  But  take  it  either  way,  and 
the  effect  will  be  about  the  same  to  the 
Treasury.  The  reduction  of  the  molasses  duty 
in  1811  and  184S,  to  almost  nothing,  while  the 
drawback  on  rum  remains  at  four  cents  a 
gallon,  must  stimnlate  the  exportation  of  mm, 
and  increase  the  total  drawback  to  an  amount 
above  the  total  revenue  derived  from  molassea. 
Then  will  be  seen  the  same  spectacle  in  the 
case  of  molasses,  which  will  be  seen  in  tlM 
case  of  sugar— a  whole  nation  toied  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  individuals  I  The  molassea 
will  not  be  sufficient,  after  184S,  to 


of  people  will  thou  be  taxed  on  their 
molasses  for  the  benefit  of  some  hundred  rum 
distillers;  and  this  theefiectofalaw  which  was 
not  allowed  to  be  amended  when  on  its  passage 
through  this  chamber ;  and  which  now,  claim- 
ing a  pre-eminence  over  all  other  laws,  and 
setting  up  a  title  to  sanctity,  is  called,  taerti 
and  iruiielahU,  and  not  to  be  touched  by  the 
hand  of  legislation ! 

Ur.  B.  proceeded  to  the  third  clause  in  the 
bill,  that  which  related  to  the  reduction  of  the 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances ;  and  said  that 
he  was  here  met  by  a  preliminary  question — 
by  a  question  of  fact— whether  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances  were  founded  upon 
the  salt  duties,  and  ought  to  rise  and  foil  with 
the  increase  or  reduction  oftFiat  duty  I  lam 
met,  aiUd  Hr.  B.,  by  this  question ;  and  having 
been  met  by  it,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  apply  to 
the  Senate  for  a  committee  to  examine  the 
laws  and  doonments  which  apply  to  it,  and  to 
moke  a  report  upon  the  whole  subject  to  the 
Benate.  That  committee  has  obeyed  the  order 
of  tiie  Senate ;  it  has  discharged  its  duty.  It 
has  made  a  report  going  back  to  the  year  1T89, 
and  tracing  the  queetiou  through  all  its  changes 
and  bearings  from  that  d^y  to  this ;  and  have 
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'  demoDiitraUil,  as  thej  believe,  that  the  fleLing 
iNtuiities  and  allow&nces  rest  npou  the  salt  dutj, 
and  nothing  but  the  salt  duty ;  that  tbey  are 
the  commutatioa  atid  equivalent  for  the  draw- 
back of  the  dutj  paid  on  the  &a1t  nxed  in  cnring 
that  part  of  the  cod  and  tnaokerel  fish  vbich 
are  exported  to  foreign  countries;  and,  con- 
seqaentlj,  ought  to  be  rednoed  in  proportion 
to  the  reduction  of  the  Aaty  on  ult.  in  eup- 
port  of  tbia  opinion,  the  committee  bave  col- 
lected a  mass  of  laws  and  facta  which  I  hold  to 
be  conclusive  and  irreaiatible.  Their  report 
has  been  printed,  and  lies  on  the  tables  of  mem- 
bers; and,  iinti!  its  doctriaex 
controverted,  I  deem  it  unneoessarjr, 
chamber,  to  repeat  or  enforce  them.  Kefcr- 
ring  Senators  then  tothelegalanddocQmentaIy 
hi£to^T  of  the  bounties  and  allowances,  as 
traced  in  that  report  from  the  year  1T8S,  and 
relying  upon  ita  evidence  to  carry  conviction 
to  the  minds  of  all  who  eball  read  it,  I  pass  to 
Bome  opinions  on  the  subject  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands  since  it  was  written — 
which  were  written  contemporaneously  with 
the  report,  and  which  are  entitled  to  pecnliar 
weight,  because  they  come  from  an  important 
city  in  the  fishing  district,  and  where  the  re- 
duction of  these  Doonties  and  allowances  are 
made  a  subject  of  mncfa  contostation.  I  speak 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Qazette,  and  the  edito- 
rial article  which  it  contains  nnder  date  of  the 
SCh  inst.  The  paper  itself  is  the  oldest 
Democratic  paper  in  the  Btate;  its  editor,  Mr. 
tireenleaf,  is  a  ceatlenian  of  great  candor  and 
intelligence;  and  his  opinions  and  conclnsions, 
written  stimnltaueouslj  with  the  committee's 
report,  and  at  the  distance  of  Ave  hundred 
miles  ^m  this  city,  are  precisely  the  same 
which  the  committee  have  presented.  After 
saying  something  in  relation  to  the  excitement 
endeavored  to  be  got  up  against  Dr.  Moriarty, 
the  snrvcyor  of  the  port  at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  for 
some  commnnioation  in  relation  to  the  flsberies, 
he  says : 

"  We  know  notluDg  of  Dr.  Horiarty's  ophtions  In 
relation  to  the  repeal  of  tbe  salt  tax,  and  the  ejitem 
of  boantics  and  illowances  ;  but  la  our  humble  opin- 
ion all  Democnb  ought  to  be  in  f^vor  of  this  repeU. 
Whatever  other  argumenta  may  hare  been  used  in 
the  original  adoption  of  the  bountj  BjBtem — what' 
ever  may  have  been  umed  la  its  favor  In  regard  to 
tbe  uacfulneoa  of  tbe  fisheries,  and  their  forming  a 
nursery  for  seamen — it  is  manifestly  founded  on  the 
Mlt  duty ;  and  but  for  the  consideration  that  the 
Saberies  were  the  great  source  of  revenue  derived 
from  the  salt  tax,  the  bounty  system  could  never 
bave  been  established.  The  veiy  eonditloiis  aimexed 
to  liiia  bounty,  establish  thi«  fact  beyond  dispute. 
'  "  •  •  ■  If  the  bounty  rested  on  considern- 
tloDS  independent  of  the  salt  duty,  and  these  cooHd- 
eraliona  were  tbe  encouragement  of  the  Bsheries,  on 
the  principle  thai  they  form  a  nursery  for  seamen,  to 
be  trontferred  to  our  navy,  why  was  it  not  extended 
to  merchantmen  on  foreign  voyages  T  And  why  not 
to  the  hardy  sailor  on  every  branch  of  trade  Ihtoogh- 
oat  our  citemdve  aeacoaM*  Are  not  these,  also, 
nuneiiea  for  aesmen,  even  more  extensive  than  those 
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of  our  fiabcrlesj  wUcfa,  b  esse  of  war,  maybe  trans- 
ferred  to  our  oavyf  And  why  not  pamper  Ihi 
tanner,  also,  with  a  mtent  of  bonutie*,  who  ran  up 
in  the  fteld  the  most  bardy  and  efficient  nee  of  oa 
to  fiU  the  rank*  of  ear  annioaT  •  ■  ■  ■  • 
We  protest  gainst  the  I^justiee  of  bestowing  bonntM 
in  the  absenceofany  sort  of  tax  to  bepleuiedua 
offset;  and  we,  in  like  manner,  piutcit  srainit  era- 
tinning  a  tax,  not  needed,  on  on  article  indi^mMUe 
to  the  whole  community,  for  the  spedd  puipoH  cf 
perpetuating  a  system  of  bounHes  to  one  daK,aluefe 
is  c«tfesae<Uy,  by  the  operatlan  of  the  rednc^tf 
tbe  tariff^  under  the  cmnpromiae  act,  very  sbMl;  10 
prove  greater  than  the  tax  ftaelf.  •  •  •  •  • 
By  tbe  openUon  of  tbe  rompromiae  act,  (of  whid 
llr.  Clay  baa  claimed  the  paternity,)  tbe  Tichuj  a 
now  suffering  under  a  system  of  bounties,  dttwtacb, 
protectJoua,  which,  if  not  alrewly  tlie  earn,  not 


vision  was  made  for  a  corrc«poti(liiig  reduMion  a 
drawbecka,  bounties,  and  aUowRncea,  in  thataSht 
tbe  gradual  redaction  of  the  tariff.  The  Gownuiicit, 
therefore,  has  been  obliged  to  pay  these  in  tlieamt 
manner  as  when  the  liighest  rate  of  duties  etiwil, 
while  the  tariff  of  duties  has  sofftred  an  annml  n- 
duction  of  ten  per  centum  on  all  tbe  excess  il«n 
twenty  per  centum  on  the  value.  ■  •  •  •  ' 
But  the  time  has  rome  when  this  sulyect  shoald  be 
probed  to  the  bottom.  The  syHem  of  bountiGe  AmU 
rest  on  Its  true  foaudation,  to  wit;  thctai;  sadif 
it  cannot  bo  abolished  at  a  period  when,  by  i  rediB' 
tion  of  the  duties,  the  bounties  bid  fair  to  cmed  llie 
amount  of  tbe  tax,  we  may  mdeed  dcipair  of  tbe  R^ 
public,  and  give  it  up  as  a  prey  to  a  ravenous  spu^ 
of  eicluuve  monopoUea,  bounties,  and  protecliOD.'' 
Snch  are  tbe  sentiments  (continoed  Ur,  E) 
of  an  enllffhtened  and  patriotio  editor,  living  in 
a  town  which  is  itself  a  seat  of  the  fisheries 
and  where  twenty  thoosand  dollars  of  sonntl 
boimty  are  paid.  Bis  sentiments  are  as  just 
as  they  are  disinterested,  and  will  beoome  tlio 
nnanimoQS  sentiment  of  the  country.  Tmtli 
ia  poworfbl,  and  wiU  prevul.  Arguments  to 
the  judgment,  and  to  the  moral  sense,  of  » 
enlightened  oommnnity,  never  fail  of  their 
effect.  They  soon  put  to  flight  the  argnoMta 
addressed  to  ignorance,  to  cupidity,  and  to 
faction,  Andhorelshalldropthisbranclioflia 
argnment,  barely  remarking  that  my  coUeogoe 
on  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Ksheries,  (Jfr- 
AirnBBaoif  of  Tennessee,)  will  reply  to  tli« 
or^umenta  of  tbe  Senator  from  Ifasaacbiisetti 
(Mr.  Datis)  contained  in  his  minority  report; 
and  that,  at  a  convenient  >eas<m,  I  will  sl>o 
say  something  in  reply  to  it.  At  this  tiln^ 
as  that  gentleman  is  not  present  we  will  nd 
say  a  word  in  relation  to  bis  report. 

I  now  proceed  to  show  tbe  imnry  to  tie 
Treasury  already  snstained,  iVom  the  ^nre  ol 
the  laws  to  redace  the  bounties  and  allow- 
tbe  fisheries  in  proportion  to  tlis 
rednctioDS.  of  the  salt  duty  on  which  Ihcy  uro 
founded.  These  reductions  of  duty  began  ui 
the  year  1830,  and  were,  for  that  year,  a  re- 
duction of  S  cents  on  the  busbel,  or  a  ttdac- 
tion  of  one-fourth;  for  the  year  183*,  ll"« 
redaction  was  10  centa,  or  tbe  one-half;  tint^ 
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the  compromise  not  of  1883,  the  rednctiori  has 
miSergoae  flirther  periodical  reduotions,  uid 
Disj  now  be  st  about  B  oente  b>  the  bushel,  or 
the  one-third  of  their  ortcliial  amoDiit.  It  is 
clear  th^t  the  boonties  and  allowances  sljould 
hare  been  rediic«d  in  the  same  proportion 
doriog  all  this  time :  instead  of  that,  they  have 
be«D  paid  in  full ;  and  thb  table  of  the  amounts 
aclnally  pud,  and  of  the  amonnta  which 
ghoDld  have  been  paid,  eshibita  the  annual  loss 
to  the  Traaauij : 


DEBATES  Qg  0OSGBES8. 
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18>0 

«20e,716 

»I5I,42B 

ilS,eB4 

1332 

a84,181 

117,088 

isas 

2S8,4«S 

128,238 

ISM 

229,070 

114.B3B 

116,165 

319,883 

104,961 

2B7,M1 

IIS,  ISO 

18S8 

S1»,U» 

m,m 

The  af^fKfcata  low  to  the  Treaanry  from 
1830  to  1838 — thelast  year  to  which  the  accounts 
liSTo  been  made  np — b  about  one  million. 
Thb  is  a  large  mim  for  the  Treasury  to  lose, 
by  a  single  drain  in  nine  years  ;^ut  henceforth 
it  i.s  to  be  much  larger.  The  loS  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  for  1839— assuming  that  of 
1S3S  as  the  basis  of  the  caloulation — will  be 
about  (212,000  for  each  year.  But  in  1811, 
u>d  1843,  when  the  dnty  has  annk  to  Its 
mimmnm  under  the  coropromise  act,  the  whole 
ainoant  of  the  salt  revenae  will  be  nnequal  to 
the  payment  of  these  bounties  and  allowances. 
They  will  not  only  absorb  the  whole  revenue 
from  that  article,  but  will  require  above  $100,- 
000  to  be  taken  from  other  branches  of  the 
retenue  to  make  good  the  deficiency  1  The 
spectacle  will  then  be  exhibited  of  a  popolation 
ef  seventeen  millions  of  people,  taxed  in  an 
article  of  prime  necessity  ana  universal  con- 
wmption,  not  to  sapport  the  Government,  or 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Union,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose known  to  tho  constitntion,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  a  single  class  of  persons  already  en- 
Joying  a  monopoly  of  the  American  market 
for  fish,  and  proved,  by  their  own  returns, 
to  be  doing  a  better  business  than  any  other 
branch  of  Indnstry,  and  to  be  actually  improv- 
ing, while  so  many  other  branches  of  bouneaa 
tre  declining. 

Mr.  B.  here  referred  to  tho  Uassaohnsetta 
retnra  of  her  fisheries,  to  show  that  this 
branch  of  bnslneas  was  doing  well,  and  that  it 
*»«  not  dependent  upon  national  bounties  to 
seep  it  alive.  He  showed  that  the  cod  and 
*Mle  fishery  yielded,  upon  an  average,  one 
hondred  per  centara  on  the  capital  employed 
IB  It  during  tho  fishing  season  of  fonr  mouths, 
Md  that  each  hand,  for  that  short  time,  divided 
Irom  $300  to  $S00 ;  and  he  argned  that  this 
•as  an  infinitely  better  reward  for  labor  than 
gnoolturiBta  received  in  any  part  of  the 
CuioD;  and,  therefore,  that  ft  was  nnjuat  to 
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tax  the  commonity  to  give  a  bounty  to  them. 
He  also  showed,  from  the  annually  increa^ng 

amount  of  the  bounty  paid,  that  it  was  an 
improving  and  ^riving  business.  -Upon  these 
facts  he  argued  aguust  the  ^ss  injustice,  aa 
well  as  the  utter  unconstitntionglity  of  doling 
out  bounties  from  the  Treasury  to  tlieso  fisher- 
ies under  the  pretence  of  refondinE  to  them  a 
salt  duty,  when  all  the  other  fineries,  and 
the  beef  and  provision  curers,  and  all  the 
Union  besides,  paid  this  duty  in  fiill,  and  re- 
ceived DO  drawback. 

Uf.  B.  said  the  bill  which  he  had  brought 
in  to  reduce  all  the  drawbacks — the  refined 
sugar,  the  rum,  and  the  fishing  bonnties  and 
allow^ces-^in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  which  they  depended,  was  a  bill 
self-evidently  Just  and  proper,  and  one  which 
Justice,  law,  and  the  constitution,  required  to 
pass.  The  loss  to  the  Treasury,  from  the  three 
sources,  mast  exceed  $300,000  this  year. 
After  131S,  this  loss,  if  the  present  bill  is  not 
passed,  must  cicaea  a  million  of  dollars  per 
ounnm.  In  other  words,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  taxed  m  their  sugar, 
salt,  and  molasses,  to  the  amonut  of  $300,000 
this  year,  and  to  the  amount  of  a  million  in 
one  or  two  years  hence,  forthe  mere  benefit  of 
a  few  dozen  sugar  refiners,  a  few  hundred  rum 
distillers,  and  a  few  thousand  fishermen  \  each 
and  all  of  which  are  proved  to  be  doing  a 
profitable  husiaess,  and  a  thriving  bnsincss, 
while  almost  every  other  branch  of  industry 
is  sufiering  under  the  pressore  and  distress 
which  the  political,  the  gambling,  and  tbe  in- 
solvent part  of  the  banks,  have  brought  upon 
tho  coon  try. 

Ur.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  repeat- 
ing the  sentiment  of  the  Editor  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Gazette,  and  applying  it  to  the 
refined  sugar  and  rum  drawbacks,  as  well  as  to 
fishing  boonties  and  allowances,  that  the 
1  hod  come  when  these  subjects  should  be 
probed  to  tbe  bottom — when  eadi  should  ho 
raduced  in  proportion  to  the  reduced  dnty  on 
which  it  rested — and  when,  If  this  cannot  be 
done,  we  may  despair  of  the  Repuhlio,  and  give 
it  up,  as  a  prey  to  » ravenous  system  of 
ezclnsive  bounties,  mifbopolies,  and  protection. 
Ur.  B.  here  offered  an  amendment  proposing 
the  total  repeal  of  tha  salt  duty,  and  support- 
ed it  at  length. 

.  Mr.  AwDgBBON  observed  thathe  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  simply  to  say  that  ho  con- 
curred entirely  in  the  views  presented  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  (torn  MisBonri.  Tlio  amend- 
ment which  that  gentleman  hadofifered  to  tbe 
bill  now  upon  the  table,  opened  a  very  wide  field 
of  discussion  i  it  opened  the  investigotion  of 
interests  that  were  perhaps  in  some  respects 
of  a  sectional  character,  and  in  whidt  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  now 
absent,  took  a  deep  interest  It  would  be 
remembered  by  the  Senate,  that  the  subject 
was  presented  to  its  consideration  by  tbe 
reports  of  the  minority  and  minority  of  the 
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Select  OommiUee  recently  appointod  to  oon- 
ekler  it,  and  that  the  minority  report  wu 
drawn  up  bj  Ota  Beaator  from  Maaaaohnsatta 
who  was  now  absent.  He*  wMj  therefore, 
"—•'"'■d  that  the  Senator  from  Uiaeonri  pro- 


le  Senator  from  Hassaohosetta,  who, 
he  preHomed,  intended  to  express  hi«  views 
on  tae  subject.  It  wa«  bnt  an  aot  of  courtesy 
to  w^t  this  gentleman's  retam  befbre  taking 
up  the  hill  forconrideratiOQ;  and  whoD  that 
opportnoity  shonld  be  offered,  be  should  take 
occasion,  as  a  membw  of  the  committed,  to 
exprew  hb  views  also  in  relatioQ  to  the  inter- 
eats  it  inTolved. 

Hr.  E0BBA8D  observed  that  the  Senator 
from  Teonesaee  (Mr.  AjsDsseov)  had  tmly 
remarked  that  reports  on  this  subject  had  been 
presented  by  the  majority,  as  well  as  the 
minority  of  tlie  committee ;  bnt  it  most  be 
remembered  that  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
in  their  report  on  the  snhject,  had  recom- 
mended that  no  action  with  regard  to  it 
should  be  had  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
RTess.  fie  did  expect,  however,  that  the 
Senators  from  Hissonri  and  Maasachnsett^ 
(Mesara,  Beiitoh  and  Davis,)  would  ezprefs 
their  views  on  it,  and  that  then  the  subject 
would  be  permitted  to  rest  He  calculated 
that  these  reports  would  go  out  silently  to  the 
commmiity,  and  that,  aftertheir  constituentshad 
well  considered  the  matter,  members  would 
come  here  better  prepared  to  act  at  the  next 
session.  He  was  not  before  aware  that  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  (Ifr.  Bbktoiii)  intended 
to  bring  this  question  before  the  Senate  at  the 

firesent  sesnon,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
ully  debated.  Such  now  he  understood  was 
hia  intention ;  and  he  also  understood  that 
BUch  was  the  intention  of  the  Senator  from 


they  might  be  prepared  to  meet  the  disonssiou. 
It  was  ccrt^nly  not  the  intention  of  tiie  Commits 
tee  on  Finance  that  this  subject  should  be  again 
brougtit  up  at  the  present  session.  For  bis 
part,  he  preferred  that  the  people  of  the 
country  ahonld  have  full  information  on  it  be- 
fore it  was  acted  on,  and  that  they  should  come 
prepared  to  discuss  it  at  the  nest  session,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  their  views. 

Mr.  Amdsbson  said  be  did  not  aappose  that 
any  thing  he  said  would  be  miaunderstood,  or 
that  his  friend  from  New  Hampshire  bad 
miaonderetood  him.  It  was  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Uissouri,  as  well  aa  his,  that  this 
bill  should  be  taken  up  for  disonasion,  and  to 
eipresa  tbeir  views  in  relation  to  it.  Bnt  as 
it  was  supposed  that  the  Senator  from  Maasa- 
ohusetts  took  a  deep  interest  in  it,  as  he  had 
mode  a  report  widdy  different  from  the  bill, 
they  deemed  it  but  courteous  to  wait  liUa  re- 
tam. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


UoNOAT,  May  4. 
QeiunU  Appropriation  BiU — DoeumaHarii  E* 
tory. 
Ur.  'Wrioht  ezpltined  the  objecta  of  tb« 
amendments.  The  first  amendinent  wu  tc 
strike  out  the  appropriation  of  (45,000,  for  tbe 
eontinoation  of  Clarke  and  Force's  Docament- 
ary  History  of  the  fievolution.  The  object  <rf 
the  committee  in  moving  to  strike  out  this  item 
was  not  to  injnre  the  publishers  of  this  irork, 
hut  to  bring  this  matter  to  eom«  definite  midn- 
standing.  It  was  time,  the  oomnutteethougbt, 
for  Congress  to  know  to  what  extent  this  ei- 
pense  was  to  be  carried.  Beside^  they  thoo^ 
this  appropriation  ought  not  to  come  in  the 
general  ^propriation  bill.  The  first  thing  dut 
called  his  attention  to  this  su^ect  wai,  tben 
having  been  sent  to  Mm  some  of  these  boob, 
which  he  refiised  to  receive.  His  piiDdptl 
object  was  to  separate  this  tronbleaome  sotiJMt 
from  the  general  appropriatjon  bill,  to  whldi  it 
did  not  properly  hdong,  and  to  let  it  rest  on  iti 
own  merits.  Yariona  efibrti  bad  been  madsbj 
Gontpess  to  make  aa  arrangement  witit  Uhm 

Snbluhers,  so  as  to  come  to  Bome  definite  ii- 
erstanding  wjtb  regard  to  the  ezt«it  of  tUi 
work ;  bnt  aflrays  without  anccess.  Ur.  V. 
wished  the  Senate  to  take  tbe  question  on  tUs 
amendment  first ;  fur  if  the  Senate  sbonld  not 
think  proper  to  adopt  it,  the  oommtttee  wotl^ 
withdraw  the  other  am«idDieotBi  whieh  veN 
not  deemed  of  sufficient  importjmoe  to  debr 
the  bUl. 

Ur.  Davis  opposed  tbe  amendment  He  m- 
derstood  that  there  was  an  ezistjog  law  of 
Congress  under  which  this  appropriatioa  w 
made.  He  considered  tbe  work  as  one  of  gnat 
value,  and  that  would  hereafter  be  bighlj  »p- 
preciated.  Be  presumed  that  this  qipn^nstiEO 
was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  arrearages  ihw 
due  to  the  publishers,  and  adverted  to  tbe  inpw- 
tanoe  of  fulfiUing  the  obligationa  of  a  oratnd 
He  (lid  not  see  any  partionlar  propriety  in  tc^ 
rating  this  object  from  the  general  appropristM 
bill,  and  he  thought  that  it  there  was  any  lliin; 
due  on  tbe  contract,  it  ought  to  be  provided  fix 
in  this  bill 

Ur.  WmoHT  then  entered  into  a  history  a 
tbe  contract,  and  the  progress  that  bad  b«a 
made  in  the  work,  stating  the  efforts  that  h*d 
been  made  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  the  refiw 
of  the  Senate  to  receive  any  of  the  books. 

Mr.  HuBBAXD  stud  the  time  had  (Wp* 
when  it  was  necesaary  for  the  Senate  to  r«t)d 
with  firmneas  this  appropriation.  He  well  w- 
collected  what  had  taken  place  npon  thii  ^erj 
Bubject^-and  he  could  not  but  feel  •c"**^ 
surprised  at  the  oonrBe  which  liaA  been  ponuil 
by  theae  dumanta.  The  Senate  is  now  asked  >e 
appropriate  fi>rty-9ve  tiionsand  dollar*  to  cW- 
pensate  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Feme  for  the  sM»a 
volume  of  tbe  Dofomeatary  History  «  »• 
American  BevoluUon,  recently  pnUidtw  vS 
them,  and  for  a  third  volume  whidi  is  ia  p"^ 
greas,  and  probably  to  be  published  beftrs  tM 
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iKit  saadoa  of  Congress.  It  has  been  atud  on 
this  floor,  tbst  there  Is  Bnbsisting  cm  abiding 
Gontraot  Wweea  the  GoTemment  and  these 
eliimMita.  It  haa  been  Mid  th&t  that  contract 
wta  «nt«r«d  into  between  tbeni  and  the  late 
SecretaiT  of  State,  Mr.  livingBton— and  that  in 
panoanoe  of  that  oontract  Uiis  amoont  of  ex- 
penditure hu  arisen— and  that  Oongreasis  now 
twond  in  honor  and  in  good  faith  to  make  the 
■ppn^riation.  Tbia,  said  Ur.  H.,  I  den;.  Is 
there  an  abiding,  and,  for  anght  we  know,  a 
neveF«ndim{  contract  t  Are  tbeee  olaimants  at 
liberty  to  do  what  thej  pleaae — coCeot  auch 
matenaU  as  mav  salt  tlteir  convenienoe — pub- 
lish what  ahAll  beat  please  thdr  taste--and 
ciaim  what  shall  beet  promote  their  interest  I — 
tod  is  ill  this  to  be  sanctioned  mider  tiiia  pro- 
tended oontraott  Is  there  no  enpervisory  pow- 
er! Are  ire  to  learn  firom  the  inspection  of 
Che  poblication,  for  the  first  time,  tlie  character 
of  the  work  t  Are  we  to  be  told,  when  the 
Tolmne  ahall  be  given  to  the  public,  that  forty- 
flve  thooskad  dollars  fa  reqaired  to  meet  the 
expense,  and  that  all  this  is  sanctioned  bj  this 

Cmded  oontraet )  If  this  be  so,  well  Indeed 
that  oontract  deserre  the  ohtracter  which 
has  been  gives  to  it  on  forme^  oooauona,  by 
members  ot  thia  Senate.  He  was  now,  as  he 
was  at  the  last  sesrion,  opposed  to  thia  appro- 
priatitm.  In  hie  judgment,  it  deserved  to  have 
no  place  in  the  general  bill  (tf  anppliee.  If  the 
claimants  have  a  anbusting  oontract  between 
them  and  the  Goremment,  that  contract  most 
bebasednpon the  actof  1^3.  Andwhatdoee 
that  act  reqiiiret  Have  the  books  been  deliv- 
ered agreeanly  to  the  express  provisions  of  that 
■ctt  Does  Uie  act  require  the  State  Depart- 
meot  to  estimate  the  amoont  of  appropriation 
necessary  to  meet  this  oxpenditnre  I  The  act 
confers  no  anch  authority.  Why  is  tliere  not 
evidenoB  here  that  the  work  has  been  examin- 
ed and  approved,  and  fonnd  to  be  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  this  allied  oontract  f  He  was 
sware  tbst  this  appnqiriationbad  been  proposed 
in  tlie  Honsa  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  by  a 
member  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  believed  that  it  was  done  in  nnranance 
of  a  deoidon  of  that  oommittee.  Ann  can  it  be 
ponibte,  if  tiiere  was  a  subsisting,  legal,  binding 
contract,  between  the  Qovemment  and  the 
claimant  and  that  the  sum  of  forty-five  thou- 
■and  dollars  would  be  necessary  at  uile  time  for 
the  nartial,  bot  fsithfhl,  execution  of  the  terms 
"t  this  contract,  that  Oongreas  wonld  not  liave 
been  so  advised,  by  those  charged  with  tiie  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  t 

There  is  aomething  wrong  In  this  matta. 
There  la  at  least  some  misconceptions,  some 
unsgivingi,  in  rdation  to  thia  snbject.  The 
d^niants  oaoaot  be  ignorant  of  the  ieeling  and 
watimeot  of  the  Senate.  It  has  been  repMted- 
lydiaeusaed,  and  the  vieiws  and  the  votes  of  the 
Senate  have  been  as  ngoaHMj  made  known ; 
ud  befiwe  the  olalmants  ahodd  have  asked  a 
Autber  appropriation  under  this  alleged  oon- 
tncti  th^  w«ra,  in  equity,  called  upon  to  aak 


of  Congress  an  invealigatJcMi  into  this  whole 
business,  and  not  to  attempt  to  force  the  appro- 
priation through,  against  the  known  and  delib- 
erate sense  of  the  Senat«.  He  would  not  be 
nnwillisg  to  render  to  them  Justice ;  but  he 
shoold  like  to  see  them  ready,  on  their  part,  to 
render  Justice.  He  bad  frequently  examined 
the  act  of  March  S,  163S,  making  provision  for 
the  Documentary  History  of  the  American 
Bevolotion.  It  was  a  most  extraordinary  act 
of  legislation.  By  the  terms  of  the  act,  it  is 
true  that  the  Seoretary  of  State  is  anthorized 
to  oontract  with  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke  and 
Petar  Force,  for  the  publication  "  of  a  viork," 
entitled  "  The  Documentary  History  of  the 
Amerioan  Revolntion."  It  seemed  to  him,  from 
the  pemsal  of  thit  act,  that  "  the  work  "  had 

Erevioosly  been  completed,  and  of  course  most 
ave  been  sabmitted  to  the  examination  of  the 
Seoretary  of  State.  3A«  wtn-i,  according  to  his 
version  of  the  law,  was  to  be  printed  in  octavo 
or  folio,  fa  may  be  agreed  npon.  The  expense 
of  printing  the  uorit  was  fiied  and  determined, 
ana  the  dispodtion  of  the  teork  was  to  be  made 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  10th  of  July,  1832,  for  the  distribution 
of  the  American  State  Puwrs.  These  are  the . 
material  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
under  which  this  oontract  was  entered  into  be- 
tween Mr.  livingston  and  tlie  claimants.  Can 
any  other  view  be  taken  of  it  than  the  one 
taken  by  himself!  Is  it  pos^ble  that  Congress, 
by  that  act,  conferred  npon  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  power  to  make  such  a  contract  as 
would  enable  the  claimants  to  pnblish  what 
they  pleased,  and  call  it  "A  Documents^  His- 
tory of  the  Bevolution  ?  "  Is  it  possible  that 
OongreHB,  by  that  act,  gave  to  the  Seoretary  the 

Ewer  to  contract  with  these  claimants  to  pub- 
it  "  tie  tMrJt"when  tbey  pleased!  He  ut- 
terly denied  that  ench  was  a  fair  enosition  ot 
the  power  conferred  by  the  act  of  March,  1683, 
upon  the  Secretory  of  State.  He  had  also  fre- 
quently examined  the  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween Mr.  Livingston  and  these  claimants,  under 
date  of  the  IBth  of  March,  1833.  Tlie  act  of 
Googreea  is  correctij  recited  in  that  contract,  and 
the  contraoting  parties,  in  parsnanoe  of  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  had  agreed  that  "  the 
aort "  shonld  l>e  printed  in  foUo,  and  they  had 
fixed  the  rate  of  compensation  at  one  cent  and 
seven-tentha  of  a  oent  per  page  for  each  and 
every  page  of  said  work.  But  the  materia] 
matter  is,  that  there  was  no  authority  given  to 
have  any  particnlar  number  of  volumes  printed, 
nor  that  each  volume  should  cont^n  any  given 
number  of  pages.  No'such  authority  was  con- 
ferred by  the  act  npon  the  Secretary  of  State. 
In  troth,  the  terms  of  that  act  cleariy  satisfy 
his  mind,  that  Uie  extent  of  "  the  vicrh  "  to  be 
published  must  have  been  known  at  the  time 
the  oontract  was  made.  It  is  true  that  the  con- 
trAt  contained  a  clause  purporting  to  give  au- 
thority to  Clarke  uid  Foroe  "  to  prgxxre  and 
pubUAj^/teen  hundred  eopiett^tatdVoeitment- 
arjf  Sittory  of  Ae  Bmotutwn,"  "  according  to 
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the  plan  Isid  down  in  tiiU  memorial,  and  pn- 
«eiit«d  to  OoDgresa.  upoa  which  the  act,"  a*  i* 
alleged,  was  passed.  He  contended  that  this 
HtipnintiDii  «as  nnaatfaorJEed  b;  the  act  itielf. 
And  it  11187  be  well  to  go  a  tittle  further  into 
this  affair.  Bf  the  tarma  of  the  act,  the  to1~ 
nmes  were  to  l>e  dietribntod  In  the  same  man- 
ner as  was  provided  for  the  distribBtion  of  the 
American  8tat«  Papers  bj  the  joint  reeolation 
of  the  loth  of  Jul;.  1883.  He  had  ezemined 
that  resolotioa ;  and  according  to  its  terms,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  directed  to  dis- 
tribute the  compilation  of  doeuments  directed 
to  be  published  by  "  An  act  making  providons 
for  a  Hnbscription  to  a  compilation  of  Oongres- 
sional  documents."  It  will  be  fomid  that  that 
act  was  passed  Uarch  2, 1881,  and  gave  aathor- 
itj  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repreaenta' 
tivea  to  subscribe  for  seven  hnodred  and  fifty 
copies  onlj.  The  joint  resolation  alreadj  re- 
ferrod  to  provided  for  the  distribntion  of  that 
number  of  copies,  and  of  that  number  only. 
By  tliat  very  resolation,  after  disposing  of  near- 
ly two  hundred  copies  to  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government,  and  to  the  pnblic  library,  it 
directs  one  copy  to  b«  ^ven  to  each  member 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Beprcsentatives  of 
the  2lBt  and  the  23d  Congress. 

The  act  of  March,  1883,  direcU  the  same  dis- 
tribntion ;  bnt  the  contract  entered  into,  as  is 
alleged,  under  thaf  act,  provides  for  the  publi- 
cation of  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  each  Tolnine. 
Id  his  judgment,  this  ooutract  was,  in  this  re- 
spect, an  entire  departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  Congress. 

In  the  sestion  of  1634,  the  attention  of  Oon- 
greas  was  called  to  tliis  matter.  It  will  be 
Rrand  that,  in  the  ceneral  appropriation  bill 
of  that  year,  the  following  proriaion  was  in- 
serted; 

"  For  the  Docamcntflry  History  of  the  Bcvolution, 
per  iu:t  of  Harch  S,  1633,  tvcnlr  thousand  dollsn; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Che  Secretary  of  State  to 
examine  the  eontrsct  entered  Into  by  Edward  Living- 
ston, tate  Becrelary  of  that  Deputraent,  irith  Hat- 
thew  St  Clair  Clarke  and  Peter  Force,  for  the  collec- 
tion  and  publication  of  the  Docnmentary  History  ot 
the  Americao  Revolution,  and  make  a  apedal  report 
thereon  at  the  next  sea«on  of  Congreas,  setdug  forth 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  maleriala  of  which 
the  work  Is  to  be  composed,  and  the  pragreia  made 
in  (he  work ;  the  number  of  volumes  which  will  be 
required  to  complete  it ;  and  an  estimate  of  the 
money  which  may  be  necessary  to  appropriate  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  contract." 

The  present  Seoretorj'of  State  made  a  report 
to  Congress,  and  thai  report  is  to  be  found 
among  llie  EieontJve  documents  of  the  second 
sesuon  Of  the  Twenty-third  Oongroaa.  Hetmat* 
ed  that  the  Senat«  wonid  well  examine  that  r«- 
port,  and  ail  snbseqnent  proceedings,  bef^ 
they  gave  their  assent  to  tne  appropriation  of 
another  dollar  for  the  ezecotion  of  that  alleged 
contract.  It  so  hajnnned  that  tiila  first  appro- 
priation was  carried  to  the  sorplns  fond,  and 


that,  in  the  appropriation  bill  of  18SS,  ti»  imt 
sum  was  reapproprioted.  But  it  is,  he  trusted, 
within  the  recollection  of  every  Senator,  that 
certain  proceedings  took  place  in  ISSfi,  in  the 
House  of  Bepreaentativca,  with  a  viev  to  \iit 
reeirion  of  Una  oontraot. 

There  was  another  piece  of  hlstoiy  in  nit- 
tion  to  this  matter,  to  which  he  must  iditrt. 
At  the  very  last  season  of  Coi^Tess,  aDdilmnt 
at  the  last  hoar  of  the  seaaiou,  an  tqipioprittin 
was  inserted  to  complete  the  p^mentfbr  thcGnt 
volume,  irbich  bad  been  pnbli^ed,  tuA  wbidi 
provided  that  the  volumes  shooldbedistributf^ 
not  in  strict  accordance  with  the  J<^t  rtsolntkn 
of  July,  1882,  but  also  to  each  member  of  tht 
House  of  RepresentaUves  of  the  TweDty-Uu4 
Twenty -fourMi,  and  Twenty-fifth  Ooi^rnM. 
Here,  then,  is  a  recent  instance  of  legiristiomrf 
voting  books,  without  the  sanction  of  prc-«xietiiig 
law,  directly  into  the  hands  of  membws  them- 
selves  pasung  the  vote.  He  desired  to  DUk«  u 
comment  upon  this  matter.  The  fact  wasbefon 
the  American  people,  and  he  trusted  they  would 
not  fail  to  express  their  opinion  upon  such  ads  irf 
their  public  servants.  Hewellreoollectedlio* 
all  this  took  place.  This  appropriatlMi  wu  in- 
serted in  the, general  bill  of  supplies.  V» 
HoQse  was  kind  enough  to  make  a  tendci  to 
the  Senators  of  the  books.  The  Senate  tmtni- 
ed  the  bill  by  striking  ont  the  appropriatiinL 
The  House  disagreed  to  the  amendmcnL  TLe 
Senate  insisted.  A  committee  of  conf«nnM 
was  the  result ;  and  that  committee  agreed  «a  i 
report ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  that  report  vu 
accepted  by  the  Senate  to  aave  the  bill    It  kh 

I  follows  : 

"  For  the  balance  due  on  acconnt  of  the  fli«  r^ 

me  of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  tiitti 
States,  five  thonfflnd  mx  himdred  and  two  AJtoi; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  Is  hereby  aadwliMJ  <" 
deliver  to  the  Qerk  of  the  Bouse  of  RepreMBlaliiM 
three  hundred  and  ■iity.e^t  ooplea  of  nud  ■oA,'" 
be  distributed  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Eoih 
of  Bepi«sentatlvea  of  the  Twenty-third,  Tiraiif- 
fourth,  and  Twenty-fifth  Congresses,  who  are  not  "■ 
titled  to  receive  the  aamc  under  former  remlal'i'i* 

'  acta  of  Congress." 

These  facts  must  have  all  been  familiar  to  tlx 
claimants.  It  is  in  the  power  of  Congren  Co 
refuse  the  appropriation.  This  they  on^'  "■ 
do.  If,  in  tiieir  Judgment,  tlie  contract  n*>  ei>- 
tared  into  by  inadvertence,  or  by  ""i*^*^ 
if  there  bos  been  any  proceeding  notwaniD'w 
by  the  act  itself,  then  it  will  be  time  for  C^ 
gress  to  hear  the  memorialists  and  to  mskt  i* 
demnity.  But,  for  one,  hewas  preptrtd  lOT 
that  he  shonld  moat  reluotaully  pve  hitrtu 
now  for  the  bill,  if  it  contained  snch  an  VPT^ 
priation.  He  would  not  say  that  bo  (Jj**" 
vote  against  it ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  Bosm 
would  cononr  with  the  Senate  in  their  pf"P<* 
ed  amendment,  and  that  some  prooeedioguK^ 
be  at  once  tntrodnoed  for  the  parpois  of  "t" 
tling  and  adjaetln|c  this  oonboveray.  . 

1&.  BmrroH  add  this  was  a  oootiniuti<a,a 
tlw  book'Duldiig  bnainees  1^  OoDgreai^  »t^ 
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had  giwrn  apvithb  the  lost  eight  or  ten  jears. 
This  WHa  one  bruioh,  and  the  most  important ; 
tbeothere,  more  inngoifioant,  had  been  stopped ; 
bat  tiM,  tlie  moot  enonnoaB  and  flagrant,  was 
eoatinaeid  by  its  own  momentnm.  He  htA  hith- 
trto  dtused  this  as  one  of  the  greatest  frande 
eter  perpetrated  on  oar  Government. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment WIS  agreed  to,  as  follows ; 

Tims.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Broira, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbeit,  Hubbard,  Kins,  Lumpkin,  Uou- 
ton,  -NTcholw,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Eobioson,  Sevier, 
aurfreon,  Tsppan,  Wall,  WillUma,  ud  Wr^ht— SO. 

Xatb.— Ueaara.  Clajton,  Daria,  Dixon,  Knlgbt, 
PrentiM,  Roggles,  Sndtb  of  Indisna,  ind  Tallmulge 

The  other  amendments  were  aoreed  to,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  tjie  biU  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

Baeamtntary  Sittory — Seieinding  the  (hnUvet. 

Ur.  HrsBABD  submitted  the  following  Joint 
resdotion: 

Raolttd  bg  tit  8maU  and  Hout  ^  Jitprtmtla- 
iiva  of  Uit  UHit4d  Slatf  of  America  in  Vongrett 
aiiuMti,  That  a  j<^nt  comimttee  be  altpcdnted  for 
the  puqMSe  of  ascert^ning  and  eiaminiDg  Into  the 
facts  hiTiog  relation  to  loo  claim  of  Hnsra.  Clariie 
and  Force  lor  compiling  and  publishing  two  Tolumes 
dT  (he  Documentirj  Historj  or  the  Revolution  of  the 
rnitFd  Stutes,  under  a  contract  (as  they  all^;e)  en- 
ttred  into  between  them  and  Edward  Livingston, 
lue  Sen-etaiT  of  State,  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end 
W  the  furthn-  publication  of  said  woric  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  Stales ;  and  that  sud  committee  be  in- 
■tnuMd  to  ascertain  from  said  Clarice  and  Foice, 
uut  fniiii  other  sotirccfl,  what  sams  shall  be  paid  to 
iademnifj  them  for  what  thej  have  alnsdj  published, 
UMin'  the  allt^ed  contract,  and  what  further  sum 
iluuld  be  paid  to  them  for  any  aotaal  expense  In- 
clined in  collecting  materials,  under  said  allied  con- 
tract ;  and  that  said  committee  be  authaiued  to  send 
for  petsoDS  and  papers,  and  that  thej  report  the  facts 
ud  the  grves  amount  to  both  HoosM  of  Congreai 
with  as  liulc  delay  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Tappah  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion, 
by  adding  the  words,  "  if  any  thing  shoidd  be 
bund  le^ly  due." 

th.  Kino  hoped  that  hia  Mend  tma  Ohio 
woald  not  press  his  amendmeDt  He,  as  every 
Senator  was  aware,  was  utterly  opposed  to  this 
cwtracC  from  the  beginning ;  he  had  revised  to 
receive  the  volumes  which  had  been  sent  to 
hira ;  bnt  he  was  willing  to  give  the  gentlemen 
coDcemed  in  it,  not  only  wh«t  they  lutd  actnal- 
Ij  paid  out,  bnt  to  give  them  a  fair  oompeoaa- 
tion  for  collecting  infonnotion  in  relation  to 
the  Revolationary  history  of  the  country  from 
Barope  and  elsewhere.  He  h<^«d  the  reeola- 
tion  wooA  take  the  widest  range,  and  that  a 
liberti  eompenaalion  would  be  made  to  the 
peUishers  for  any  expense  or  lat>or  they  bad 
slready  iDonrred.  He  should  vot«  for  the  rea- 
dotion  in  its  preaent  shqie,  bat  he  very  mnch 
doubted  if  it  would  do  any  good  if  the  opinion 
vaa  expreMed  t)ut  tbwe  waa  no  ]egal  obliga- 


tion on  Oongrees  to  make  any  farther  pay- 

Hr.  Tappan'  sdd  if  there  was  no  legal  obliga- 
tion on  Oongresa,  he  shonld  not  vote  for  pay- 
ing any  thing.  Tbe  work  commenoed  m  a 
fraad,  and  was  carried  on  by  men  legislating  to 
get  themselves  libraries  out  of  tbe  public  Treas- 
ury. This  was  a  fraud  on  the  Treasury,  and 
these  publishers  knew  it  at  the  time  the  act 
was  passed,  as  well  as  he  did.  They  knew  that 
tbe  constitution  gave  members  of  Oongresa  no 
right  to  snpply  themselves  with  books  at  the 
public  expense,  and,  therefore,  in  carrying  on 
this  work,  they  did  it  with  their  eyes  open,  at 
their  own  risk.  If 'there  was  any  thing  due 
these  men  in  point  of  law,  he  was  willing  to  pay 
for  it ;  bnt  he  conld  not  agree  to  the  principle 
advanced  by  his  friend  from  Alabama,  tnat  they 
were  bound  to  pay,  becanse  there  had  been  ft 
combination  to  cheat  the  Government. 

Mr.  BnOHASAN  observed  tliat  he  was  as  anx- 
iooB  to  get  clear  of  this  contract  as  any  other 
man.j  bnt  at  the  same  time  he  was  anxious  that 
Congress  should  get  clear  of  it  by  doins  what  he 
conceived  to  l>e  joatice  and  equity  on  their  part. 
Now,  it  could  not  be  denied,  becanse  the  re- 
corded evidence  was  before  them,  that  this  con- 
tract was  entered  into  with  these*  indlvidnala 
nnder  an  express  act  of  Congress;  and  it  was 
too  late  now  for  them  to  say,  with  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Ohio,  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  had  no  right  to  pass  sndi  a 
law.  He  shonld  not  enter  into  the  constitu- 
tional question,  but  it  certainly  would  not  be 
fair,  after  the  expense  had  been  actually  incor- 
red  by  these  individuals  nnder  the  contract,  to 
refuse  payment  upon  the  plea,  whether  well  or 
ill  fotmded,  that  we  had  no  right  to  authorize 
the  Secretarv  of  State  to  make  such  a  contract. 
In  this  case  he  had  no  doubt  that  Hr.  Living- 
ston altogether  misapprehended  the  extent  of 
the  obligation  he  was  incurring,  and,  indeed,  he 
presumed  that  no  member  of  Congress,  at  the 
dme,  had  any  idea  that  the  contract  would  ever 
involve  any  thing  like  the  amoent  of  expense 
that  they  now  saw  it  would.  Nevertheless, 
they  had  got  themselves  into  the  difdcnlty,  and 
how  they  were  to  get  oot  of  it  was  the  ques- 
Uon  f  By  rwdng  a  legal  qnestiw  t  No ;  bnt 
by  pursuing  the  conrse  that  had  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Senator  from  New  HampsUre  and 
the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Let  na  (continued  If  r.  B.)  pay  them  fairly-^ 
let  us  give  them  a  jnst  tndeiunlty  for  the  ex- 

Knses  they  have  incurred  and  the  labor  thoy 
ve  performed.  He  wonld  not  ^o  to  the  extent 
of  the  profits  they  might  imagine  themselves 
entitled  to,  bnt  he  was  for  giving  them  a  fair 
and  even  liberal  indemnity.  For  his  own  par^ 
he  had  felt  rather  inclined,  as  they  wonld  event- 
ually be  bound  to  pay  for  the  two  volumes  al- 
ready published  and  the  one  now  in  prepress, 
to  let  the  appnmriation  pass  as  it  stood  in  the 
bill,  if  such  bad  been  the  pleasnre  of  tbe  Senate. 
The  work  bad  been  done  under  a  law  which  is 
still  in  exislenee,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
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getting  rtd  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  Bbtikb  would  prefer  that  the  resolatioD 
Bbonld  be  amended  so  aa  to  moke  it  a  resolution 
of  the  Benato  umply ;  and  then  there  wonld  be 
B  diaace  of  doing  BOmettiinK  iQ  the  premises ; 
bnt  oven  if  passed  here  in  its  present  shape, 
there  wonld  be  bnt  little  probsbility  of  its  be- 
ing acted  on  bj  the  House. 

Mr.  HnBBXRD  said,  that  then  the  responslbil- 
itj  wonld  rest  with  that  body,  bnt  tne  joint 
action  of  the  two  Honses  was  necessary  to  do 
ttnj  thing  efficient  on  this  Bnbjeot. 

After  some  father  remarks  nrom  Messrs.  Tap- 
PAK,  Srvikr,  and  PHssnes, 

The  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A^onmed. 


THCBBDiT,  May  T, 
.E^pmsn  of  the  GmemmmL 

The  Oraib  snhmitted  a  report  firom  the  Sec- 
retorj  of  the  Treoanry,  In  compliance  with  a 
rwdntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  94th  Apdl. 

On  moflon  of  Ur.  Beittoit,  the  letter  of  the 
BeoretBiy,  and  the  tables,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  He  wished  a  large  nnmber  to  be 
printed ;  but  wonld  Dot  sagg^  anj  particnlar 
nnmber  nntii  he  had  first  given  to  the  Senate 
some  view  of  the  papers  themselves,  and  thns 
shown  them  to  be  worthy  of  the  most  ample 
multiplication,  and  of  the  most  extensive  diffn- 
sioo. 

Mr.  B.  then  opened  the  tables,  and  explained 
their  character  and  contents.  The  first  one 
(marked  A)  consisted  of  three  coltinina,  and 
exhibited  the  aggregate,  and  the  classified  ex- 
penditures of  tiie  Government  from  the  year 
1SS4  to  1839,  inclusive  ;'the  second  one  (marked' 
B)  contained  the  detailed  statement  of  the  pay- 
ments aonnally  made  on  acconnt  of  all  tempo- 
rary or  extraordinary  object^  including  the 
pnblio  debt,  for  the  same  period.  The  second 
table  was  explanatory  of  the  third  colnmn  of 
the  first  one ;  and  the  two,  taken  together, 
wonld  enable  every  citixen  to  see  the  actual 
expenditures,  and  the  comparative  expenditures, 
of  the  Government  for  the  whole  period  which 
be  bad  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  then  examined  the  aottial  and  the 
comparative  expenses  of  two  of  the  years,  taken 
from  the  two  contrasted  pieriods  referred  to,  and 
invoked  Ihe  nttention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
reanlta  which  the  comparison  wonld  exhibit. 
He  took  tlie  first  and  the  last  of  the  years  men- 
tioned in  the  tables— the  years  1824  and  1839 — 
and  besan  with  the  first  item  in  the  first  colnmn. 
This  snowed  the  a^fregate  eipenditnres  for 
every  object  for  the  year  1824,  to  have  been 
$81,808,638  4T— ve^  near  thirty-two  miUions 
of  dollars,  said  Mr.  B,,  and  if  stated  alone,  and 
wiUiont  explanation,  very  capable  of  astcnusb- 


ing  the  pnblic,  of  imposing  upon  the  igncrvit, 
and  of  Tusing  a  cry  against  the  dreadfDl  ei- 
travagance,  the  corroption,  and  the  wickednca 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration.  Taken  br 
itself  (and  indispntably  true  it  Is  in  Itself.)  DJ 
this  aggregate  of  nearly' thirty-two  nullions  a 
very  sufficient  to  effect  all  this  snrpnN  nd 
indignation  in  the  pnblle  mind;  bat,pa3aiign 
to  the  second  colnmn  to  see  what  wcr«  A* 


reduced  more  than  one  half;  it  sinks  to  tl^,- 
880,144  71.  This  is  a  heavy  deduction;  bntit 
is  not  all.  Passing  on  to  the  third  oohmm,  tui 
it  is  seen  that  the  actual  expense*  of  the  Got- 
emment  for  permanent  ona  ordinary  otjiOt, 
independent  <bf  tlie  temporary  and  eitrw- 
dlnary  ones,  for  this  same  year,  were  only  (T,- 
107,698  06;    bebg  less  than  the  one-fonrtli 

Cof  the  aggregate  of  near  thirty-two  oil- 
I.  This  looks  quite  reasonable,  and  goM 
fiar  towards  relieving  Ur.  Monroe's  adpumOn- 
tion  from  the  imputation  to  which  a  view  <J 
the  aggregate  expenditure  for  the  yesrvonld 
have  snbjected  it.  But,  to  make  it  entiitif 
satisfactory,  and  to  enable  every  oitiKn  to 
understand  the  important  point  of  the  Ooren- 
ment  eipenditnres — a  point  on  which  the  ai- 
zens  of  a  free  and  representative  GoveniniHit 
should  be  always  well  informed— to  attain  tlJ 
full  satisfaction  let  ns  pass  on  to  the  aetiM 
table,  (marked  B,)  and  fix  onr  eyes  onits&a 
oolnmn,  under  the  year  1824.  We  shall  tbm 
find  every  temporary  and  extraordinary  oljed, 
and  the  araonnt  paid  on  aeoomit  of  i^  tkedf 
duction  of  which  reduced  an  aggregate  of  w 
tliirty-two  millions  to  a  fraction  over  sera 
millions.  We  shall  there  find  the  cxplinitiu 
of  the  difiTerence  between  tlie  first  and  Ihirf 
colomng.  The  first  item  is  the  snm  of  (i^,- 
688,893  76,  paid  on  account  of  the  princijal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The  second  u 
the  sum  of  $4,891,386  Btl,  p^d  to  mcrrhinB 
for  indemnities  under  the  treaty  with  Spsin  « 
1819,  bywhichwoacquiredFlorida.  Thefluw 
is  $6,610  27  paid  to  St^ee  for  claims  on  aocwmt 
ofwardebts.  Thefbnrth  is  $47,714  63fortb 
three  per  centum  to  the  new  States  on  tfas  lum 
sold  within  their  bmita.  The  flfUi  is  flW* 
on  aooonnt  of  (he  two  per  oentain  to  the  Cub- 
berland  rood.  The  fifth  is  $4,W8  19  for  Ui* 
survey  of  th«  coast  The  rixth  Is  $*8a,S«  " 
for  coUeoting  nuterialB  for  the  gradosl  ioaci!* 
of  Uie  navy,  and  the  improvenwnt  of  the  TitiJ 
yards.  The  seventh  is  $180,808  87  for  donW 
pnblic  buildings.  The  ei^th  is  $199,971 « 
for  bridges  and  (brtifleatlons.  The  ^  " 
$66,966  99  for  roads,  oualo,  and  t*)^*^^^^ 
and  improvements  in  rivers  and  harbors,  ««!• 
the  Cumberiand  road,  which  wB«i«tat«  W 
itself.  The  tenth  is  $171,166  48  for  provi^ 
arms  for  the  miliUa  of  Ae  United  SlsW. «« 
for  arming  the  fortifioaMons.  The  devwaj 
$1,267,800  41,  for  all  pensions,  except  tbo«  « 
invalids.  The  twelfth  is  $489,987  90  fcr  1^ 
ohaai  Dg  laud  from  Indians,  and  paying  w  uow 
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depred&UoiiB.  The  thirtoeuth,  and  last  item,  if 
the  sam  of  $366,960  21  for  miBoellsneoaa  ob- 
jects, and  for  property  lost  or  i^joriei  com- 
mitwd,  during  hoaulitiei  wiui  an;  power.  The 
total  of  all  these  items,  except  the  pnblio  debt, 
is  te,aa2,953  es.  Tbla  totaiC  added  to  the  mm 
paid  on  aeconnt  of  the  public  debt,  makes  close 
upon  twenty-five  taillions  of  dollars ;  and  this, 
deducted  from  the  sf^refste  of  near  thirtr-two 
millions,  leaves  a  fraction  over  eeveo  millions 
for  the  real  expensee  of  the  Ooremmetit — the 
ordinarT'  aad  permanent  eipensea — during  the 
lut  jearof  Mr.  Uonroe'a  administration.  This 
la  ccrt^nlj  a  satisbctory  result.  It  exempts 
the  AdminbtTBtioD  of  that  period  from  the 
impatation  of  extravaganoe,  which  the  naoi 
I^ed  exhibition  of  the  ag^^t«  expend! 
tares  might  have  drawn  upon  it  in  the  minds 
of  uninformed  persons.  It  dears  that  Admin- 
iitratlon  from  all  blame,  Itmnst  be  satisfaotorj 
to  STery  candid  mind.  And  now  let  as  tp^lj 
the  test  of  the  same  examination  to  some  year 
of  the  present  Adraiaistration,  now  so  incon- 
tinently ohsTged  with  minona  extravagance. 
Let  US  see  hoT  the  same  mle  will  work  when 
applied  to  the  present  period ;  and,  for  that 
pnrpose,  let  ns  take  the  last  year  in  the  table, 
that  ot  1S39.  Let  others  t^e  any  year  that 
tbey  please,  or  as  many  as  they  please :  I  talce 
oae,  beaune  I  only  propose  to  give  an  example ; 
and  I  take  the  lut  one  in  the  table,  becanse  it 
13  the  last.  Let  ns  proceed  with  this  ezamiDo- 
tlon,  and  ie«  what  tne  results,  aotnal  and  oom- 
parstive,  wiU  be. 

Commencing  with  the  aggregate  payments 
from  the  Treasary  for  all  olye<^  Ur.  B.  aaid 
it  wonld  be  seen  at  the  foot  of  tlie  flret  oolnmn 
in  the  first  table^  that  they  amonnt«d  to  $37,- 
!!9,SSfl  80 ;  passing  to  the  seoond  oolnnm,  and 
it  would  be  seen  that  this  snm  was  redaeed  to 


reduced  to  (13,629,800  18 ;  and,  referring  to 
the  Kcond  table,  nnder  the  yeiir  1889,  and  it 
voold  be  seen  how  this  aggregate  of  thirty- 
wren  mllliona  was  reduced  to  thirteen  and  a 
tuJf-  Tt  was  a  great  reduction ;  a  redaction  of 
nearly  two-thirda  from  the  aggregate  amount 
paid  ont ;  and  left  for  the  proper  expenses  of 
the  Government — its  ordinary  and  permanent 
expenses — an  inconceivably  small  enm  for  a 
?reat  nation  of  seventeen  millions  of  sonla, 
covering  an  immense  extent  of  territory,  and 
■ictinc  a  part  among  the  great  powera  of  the 
world.  To  trace  this  rednction— -to  show  the 
reasons  of  the  difference  between  the  first  and 
the  third  columns,  Mr.  B.  would  follow  the  same 
process  which  he  had  pnrsued  in  expMning  the 
eipenditores  of  the  year  1824,  and  ask  for 
iMtliing  in  one  case  which  had  not  t>een  granted 
in  the  other. 

1.  The  first  item  to  be  dednoted  from  the 
Oiirty-8ev«n  million  aggregate,  was  the  sam  of 
tll,14e,B9g  OS  paid  on  aeconnt  of  the  pnblio 
^ht.  He  repeated,  on  account  of  the  pablie 
debt ;  for  it  wa«  ptud  in  redemption  of  Treas- 
Toi.  xrv^9 


nry  notes ;  and  the^  Treaanry  notes  were  so 
much  debt  incurred  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
revenue  deposited  with  the  States,  in  1886,  or 
abut  np  in  bonks  during  the  snspension  of  1887, 
or  due  from  merchants,  to  whom  indulgence  had 
been  granted.  To  supply  the  place  of  theae  un- 
attainable Amds,  the  Government  went  in  debt 
by  Issuing  Treasary  notes;  bat  faithfol  to  the 
sentiment  which  abhorred  a  national  debt,  it 


paid  in  1889,  amonnting  to  almost  the  one-third 
part  of  the  aggregate  expenditnre  of  that  year; 
and  tbne,  neody  the  <»ie-tiiird  part  of  the  snm 
which  ia  charged  upon  the  Administration  u 
extravagance  and  corruption,  was  a  mere  pay- 
ment or  debt  1 — a  mere  payment  of  Treasnry 
notes  which  we  had  issued  to  sapply  the  place 
of  oar  misplaced  revenue.  This  item  being 
dednoted  from  the  87  millions,  reduces  it  to  26. 

3.  The  second  item  to  be  deducted  is  stated 
in  the  table  under  tha  description  of  trnst 
funds ;  and  oonuste  of  moneys  received  in  trust 
for  the  Obickasaw  Indians,  and  other  Indians,  on 
the  sale  of  tbelr  lands,  for  which  tlie  United 
States  act  as  thdr  agent  and  treasurer.  It 
amonnta  to  near  a  qnarter  of  a  million,  to  wit, 
$340,694  for  the  year  1S39 ;  bnt  for  the  three 
preceding  years  averaged  a.  million  and  a  quar- 
ter, and  oontribnted  largely  to  swell  the  ex- 
penditures, as  they  were  termed,  of  1836, 1887, 
and  1888.  This  it«m  had  no  existence  in  the 
year  1SS4;  bo  that  it  becomes  a  new  cbar^ 
apparently,  upon  the  Treasury ;  but  in  reahty 
no  charge  at  all,  as  it  was  only  delivering  over 
to  Indiana  the  money  which  had  been  received 
for  tbem,  and  belonged  to  them.  Yet  this 
item,  amounting  to  nearly  four  millions  in  tho 
last  four  years,  is  set  down  to  the  reckless 
extravagance  of  a  mad  and  minona  Adminis- 
tration. 

8.  The  third  item  to  be  dednoted  is  the  sum 
of  $717,552  27,  for  indemnities ;  that  is  t«  a^, 
for  moneys  recovered  from  foreign  nations, 
under  Gen.  Jackson's  administration,  for  mer- 
chants who  had  been  plundered  under  previous 
Administrations— whose  money,  when  reouved, 
had  gone  into  our  Treasury,  and  was  after- 
wards paid  out  to  the  rightful  owners  as  their 
respective  rights  were  ascertained.  The  pig- 
ment for  181J9  was  near  three-qnartera  of  a 

lUion  \  but  for  the  three  previous  years  they 
amonnted  in  the  whole  to  about  live  and  A 
half  millions ;  and,  according  to  t^e  accusation 
of  the  Opposition  gentlemen,  constitoted  so 
much  of  the  horrid  eztrsvi^anoe  of  those 
yenisl  and  here  let  us  mark  tbe  difference 
between  the  present  times  and  those  of  1824. 
When,  in  that  year,  the  sura  of  near  five  mil- 
lions  was  paid  out  of  tho  Treasury  for  indem- 
nities to  merchants  under  the  Florida  treaty, 
no  one  ever  thought  of  makint^the  people  be- 
lieve that  it  was  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  tlie 
Qovemment.  No  one  ever  thought  of  census 
ing  the  Administration  about  it.  These  oonoep- 
tioDS  have  been  reserved  for  the  present  day. 
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Now,  for  tbe  first  tine  in  the  history  of  odt 
country,  or  perhqu  of  any  conntry,  the  re- 
oovery  of  indemnities  from  fbreigoers,  and 
their  paymeiit  to  our  own  citizens,  becomes  & 
dreadful  extravagance  —  a  ruinous  wosto  of 
money — for  whien  a  nuld  and  profligate  Ad- 
minietration  must  be  thrust  ttom  power  I 

4.  The  fourth  item  ia  a  small  sum  of  $8T5  SO 
for  olnims  of  States  on  account.of  expenditarea 
for  the  general  benefit  during  the  late  war.  It 
was  a  payment  of  debt,  and  not  an  expense  of 
OoTemment,  and  though  small  in  16S9,  ft  had 
beea  considerable  in  the  three  preceding  years, 
amounting  in  that  time  to  about  $2S0,000;  and, 
of  oourae,  awelling  by  that  much  the  aggregate 


the  country  heard  ao  much. 

5.  The  neit  item  grows  out  of  the  three  per 
centum  fund  to  the  new  States  on  the  amount 
of  the  lands  sold  within  their  limits.  It  is  due 
to  the  States  by  compact,  as  a  consideration, 
aad  a  most  inadequate  one  it  is,  for  not  taxing 
ttie  Federi^  lands.  For  the  year  188S,  this 
item  amounted  to  163,670 ;  and,  being  a  debt 
due  to  the  States,  is  no  part  of  tbe  Goverument 
expenses.  For  the  three  pravions  years,  when 
the  land  sales  were  at  the  largest,  and  when 
soma  of  the  States  had  neglected  for  some  years 
to  draw  their  money,  the  payments  on  thii 
acconnt  amounted  to  near  one  and  alialf  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and,  of  oonrse,  swelled  to  that 
amount  the  extroBaganee  of  1636,  '37,  and  '8f 
In  the  year  1824,  this  item  was  only  $47,714. 

6.  Tbe  siith  item  to  be  deducMd  was  nearly 
allied  to  the  former.  It  was  (198,630  for  the 
two  per  ceutmn  on  the  aalea  of  the  public  lands 
to  make  roads  to  the  new  States,  and  ^plicable 
to  the  Cnmberland  road.  In  the  year  1924  it 
was  only  (17,000;  but  in  tbe  great  sales  of 
16SB,  '86,  and  '37,  it  amounted  to  near  (1,200,- 
000.  Here  again  was  a  payment  of  a  debt  coa- 
Tert«d  into  wasteful  extravagance ! 

7.  Donations  of  money  to,  or  payments  on 
accoont  of^  the  District  of  Columbia,  woa  the 
seventh  item  of  deduction  which  Mr.  fi.  men- 
tioned. It  amounted  to  (126,874  for  the  year 
1889.  It  was  a  new  item  in  the  list  of  Gov- 
«niment  payments,  having  no  existence  in  1824, 
nor  until  the  year  1832.  After  that  time  it  had 
been  annual,  and  as  high  as  (318,000  in  one 
year,  to  wit,  1888,  and  for  the  years  1838,  '37, 
and  '88,  amounted  to  near  (440,000.  It  was  a 
gratuity  to  the  District,  which  has  no  political 
rishts ;  and  it  was  a  gratnity  which  had  no 
otner  object  than  to  relieve  it  from  burthens 
improvidently  contracted ;  yet  received  the 
usual  character  of  corrupt  extravagance. 

8.  The  survey  of  the  coast  was  the  eighth 
item  which  Mr.  B.  ezplaiued.  It  was  a  tem- 
porary and  extraordinary  object,  which  had 
grown  up  from  »triflo  to  a  large  amount  within 
a  fisw  years  post,  and  amounted  to  (91,995  for 
tbe  year  1889.  Previous  to  Gen.  Jackson's 
■dnuaistration  it  rarely  exceeded  two  thousand 


dolian  per  annum ;  for  the  years  1886,  'ST,  and 
'88,  it  amounted  to  about  (220,000. 

9.  Duties  refunded  tomerchantswasiitolbgr 

of  the  new  and  large  items  which  had  Isid; 
grown  np  among  our  Treasury  payraeais.  FW 
1824  to  1832,  it  was  unknown:  yetialg33,it 
was  (179,804;  in  the  year  1888,  it  wasfTOl,- 
000,  and  for  183S,  '87,  and  '38,  it  amODiited  lo 
above  (800,000.  This  was  a  favor,  or  sn  ta 
of  jnstJoe  to  merehanta,  granted  byactsofCofr 
greas,  or  by  judicial  decisions,  or  by  raverwltJ 
previous  constructions  of  the  lawa  It  is  m 
part  of  the  Government  expenditor*,  thoDili, 
being  refunded  from  the  Treasury,  ft  go«i  inte 
the  enumeration  to  swell  the  geniuvl  tggnol* 
— to  swell  the  ory  of  extrBvagance— ana  W 
prove  the  hostility  ot  the  AdministrUioD  U 
merohantal 

10.  A  tenth  item  to  be  deducted  was  tbtian 
of  (714,867  for  collecting  materials  for  tiw 
increase  of  the  navy.  This  was  an  eipoi^ 
tnre  for  the  future  defence  of  the  oonntiy,  ud 
averaged  about  $800,000  per  onnnm  BinM  itit 
commencement  of  Generu  Jackson's  idiiiiu»- 
tration,  though  only  (423,000  in  1881  It  ii 
clearly  no  part  of  the  expenses  of  OoTemmtni, 
hut  an  ontiay  of  money  for  tbe  benefit  of  it» 
years,  and  of  posterity. 

11.  Fermaneot  public  bnildings  is  snotbrr 
of  the  large  items  of  recent  eipendinra 
Formerly  these  buildings  were  of  pentbable 
materials,  and  sunk  under  the  decay  of  t!aat,et 
the  ravages  of  fire ;  for  some  yean  past  dorsblt 
materials  had  tieeu  selected,  and  fireproof  e^ 
fices  constructed.  The  expenditure  fur  Itu 
purpose  in  1889,  was  (1,948,044,  andnesriiit 
same  for  the  three  preceding  years.  Tln> 
again  was  an  expenditure  for  the  hraefit  <i 
posterity,  and  not  chargeable  as  an  eiptM 
upon  the  actual  Admiuistrations. 

12.  The  sum  of  (736,670  for  bridges  W 
fortifications,  was  the  twelfth  item  whidi  U'- 
B.  pointed  ont  for  dedncUou,  being  both  of  thai 
expenditures  for  the  tienefit  of  posterity ;  tbe 
expenditure  extraordinary  and  temptK^rr,  but 
the  benefit  gonend  and  pennanent 

13.  The  sum  of  (1,491,000  for  the  improre- 
mont  of  rivers,  harbors,  and  roads,  laxlasn 
ot  the  CumberliHid  road,  was  another  eiptaii- 
ture  of  the  same  character.  In  18S4,  it  *» 
but  (50,965;  but  took  a  start  then  whH 
would  have  known  no  bounds  had  it  not  beea 
for  the  Maysville  veto. 

14.  Providing  arms  for  the  militia  of  t^ 
States  and  cannon  fbr  the  forts  is  aootheru- 
pendituro  for  future  times  and  for  posteni.'' 
It  amounted  to  (474,906  from  18S9,  alul  irti^ 
aged  abovehalf  a  million  a  year  for  each  of  IM 
throe  preceding  years.  In  1894,  it  «•>  i"^ 
(171,156. 

16.  Pensions,  except  those  to  invalid^  ■■» 
the  next  item  noted  by  Mr.  B.  for  dtdnctica 
They  were  gratuities  from  the  Treasury,  ^ 
not  an  expense  of  Government.  TheyanjcuntW 
in  1839  to  (8,033,764,  being  near  tiirse  tJax* 
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what  tbej  were  in  1824.  Thej  bad  been  aa 
enormous  diwa  apon  the  Treasnrj'  for  the  last 
KT-eu  yean,  amounting  in  18S3  to  $4,486,000, 
and  subsoqneatlj  aTerseing  about  half  that  Bum. 
16.  Purchaae  of  lands  from  Indiaoi  was  an- 
other large  item  to  be  dedaoted,  and  which  had 
vutl;  increased  of  late.  In  1834,  this  head  of 
Gzpeaditiireonl7amoantadtot439,987;  in  I83S 
it  wsB  (1,708,128 ;  la  1836  H  was  as  high  as 
three  mUIions;  in  1837,  $2,484,000 ;  and  ia  18S8, 
it  W&9  $4,608,518.  Tbese  were  heavy  expendi- 
tarea,  incDrred  for  the  great  object  of  relieving 
all  the  States  from  tbe  incombranoe  of  '- 
Indian  population ;  but  though  heavy,  it  is 
money  Kooe  from  the  Treasury  never  to  ret 
Co  it  It  all  retorns,  and  with  profit,  in  the  sale 
of  the  lands  acquired ;  yet  the  vast  smiiB  paid 
oa  tliis  head,  is  cited  aguost  as  as  minons  ex- 
travagance, for  which  the  Goths  should  be 
driven  from  the  Capitol  I 

IT.  Bemoval  of  Indiana  and  their  wars 
another  itom  nearly  connected  with  the  last, 
and  Hubject  t«  the  same  remarks.  It  bad  grown 
up  of  late,  and  was  directed  to  the  good  of  the 
States.  In  1824  it  was  nothing;  iu  1839  it 
was  $1,776,914.  In  the  three  preceding  years 
it  was,  res[w«tively,  in  round  nnmbcra,  $6,000, 
000.  $6,500,000,  and  $6,600,000.  This  is  on 
o!  the  largest  beads  of  increased  expenditnre 
in  recent  yisars,  and  one  of  the  most  indispen- 
sable for  the  States  of  the  Sonth  and  West.  It 
ia  appurtenant  to  the  pnrohase  of  the  Indian 
Imd^ ;  and,  although  large,  yet  the  sales  of  the 
lands  will  far  more  Chan  reimburse  it. 

18.  And,  finally,  Mr.  B.  noted  the  earn  ol 
(232,369  for  misoellaaeou^  objects,  not  redncl 
Ue  to  a  precise  hesd,  which  swelled  the  list 
cf  expenditures,  without  belonging  to  the 
p«n»es  of  the  GoveramenL 

IB.  The  Biploring  Expedition  was  the  last 
of  the  items.  It  was  of  recent  origin,  amount- 
ing to  $97,068  in  1839,  and  to  about  $660,000 
for  the  three  preceding  years. 

Tliese  are  the  eighteen  heads  of  extraordinary 
t^penditure,  said  Ur.  B.,  and  the  arooant  ex- 
pi^iided  for  each ;  and  now  let  gentlemen  of  the 
t>ppositba  say  for  which  of  these  they  did 
Dut  vote,  to  which  tliey  now  object,  and  for 
*tiich  they  will  not  vote  again  at  this  session  ? 
With  this  view  of  the  tabular  statements  Mr. 
B.  closed  the  examiuotion  of  the  Items  of  ex- 
penditore,  and  stated  the  results  to  be  a  reduo- 
^OD  of  the  87  million  a^regato  in  1839,  like 
Uut  of  the  83  million  abrogate  in  1824,  to 
^t  one-third  of  its  amount.  The  very  first 
Mm,  that  of  the  payment  of  public  debt  in  the 
fwlemption  of  Treosary  notea,  reduced  it  11 
MlUIoub  of  doUsra :  it  sunk  it  from  87  millions 
J"  ^B<  The  other  eighteen  items  amounted  to 
•lS,6aB,ST7,  and  reduced  the  S6  millions  to 
'H'  Here  then  is  a  result  which  is  attained  by 
«*«aniB  process  which  ^plies  to  the  year  1824, 
J«  to  every  other  year,  and  which  is  right  In 
^;  and  which  must  put  to  flight  and  to 
"^  all  the  attempts  to  excite  the  country 
*iu  this  bngbesr  ttaij  ot  extravaganoe.    In  I 


the  first  place  the  affi;regato  expenditures  hare 
not  increased  threefold  in  fifteen  years;  they 
have  not  risen  &om  18  to  SB  miUiona,  as  in- 
oootineutly  asserted  by  the  Opposition ;  but 
from  82  millions  to  87  or  ES.  And  how  hava 
they  risen)  By  paying  last  year  11  millions 
for  Xreoanry  notes,  and  more  than  12  mllltons 
for  Indian  lands,  and  wars,  removals  of  Indians, 
and  increase  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  other 
items  as  enumerated.  The  result  is  a  resfdoum 
of  13i  millions  for  the  real  expenses  of  t^e 
Government ;  a  sum  IJ  million  short  of  what 
gentlemen  proclaim  would  be  an  economical 
expenditure.  They  all  ssy  that  IS  millions 
would  be  an  economical  expenditure:  very 
well  I  here  ia  1S(  t  which  ia  a  tnimon  and  a 
half  short  of  that  mark. 

The  authentic  tables  show  that  the  aggre- 
gate expenditures  for  1B24,  came  within  five 
millions  of  those  of  1889 ;  consequently  that, 
without  a  deduction  for  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures, the  charge  of  extravagance,  waate,  ruin, 
profligacy,  &e.,  might  have  been  raised  against 
the  Administration  of  that  day,  and  some  nn- 
informed  persons  excited  against  it  by  a  ground- 
less clamor ;  yet  no  one  thought  of  rtdnng  such 
a  clamor  iu  1824.  No  one  then  thought  of 
charging,  as  extravagance,  payments  on  aoooont 
of  the  public  debt,  and  for  indemnities  to 
merchants,  and  other  extraordinary  expenses. 
Then  all  parties  made  the  proper  deductions 
for  payments  either  temporary  or  extraordi- 
nary in  their  natnre.  No  one  sought  to  mystify 
or  to  impose  upon  the  ignorant.  So  one 
thought  of  palming  a  story  of  thirty-two  mil- 
lions upon  the  country  as  the  erpenta  of  the 
coantry.    All  that  has  been  reserved  fbr  the 

S reseat  times ;  it  has  been  reserved  for  our 
ay ;  and  may  have  been  attended  fbr  a  whila 
with  the  ephemeral  success  which  crowns  for  a 
moment  ttie  petty  arts  of  delusion  practised 
upon  the  ignorant.  Bat  the  day  for  this  delu- 
sion has  gone  by.  The  classified  tables,  now 
presented,  will  resoh  every  citizen,  and  will 
dear  up  every  doubt  They  will  enable  every 
citizen  to  see  every  Item  of  expenditure— to 
Judge  it  himself— and  to  demand  of  the  Opp^ 
sition  rentlemen,  if  they  did  not  vote  for  it 
theniselTes,  and  if  they  now  ot>Jeat  to  itf 
Taking  the  extraordinary  Items  na  they  rise, 
and  beginning  with  the  first,  the  sum  of  eleven 
millions  pud  for  redemption  of  Treasury  notes; 
and  it  con  bo  demanded  if  that  payment  wu 
ight?  and  so  nn  through  the  whole  list, 
amounting  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions.  The 
ordinary  and  permanent  expenses,  amounting 
to  thirteen  ano  a  half  mlllionB,  no  one  otjeots 
sll  admit  that  that  sum  is  a  million  and  a 
half  within  the  mark  of  meritorions  economy. 
It  is  on  the  extraordinsries — it  Is  on  the  differ- 
ence between  thirteen  and  a  half  and  thirty- 
millions— that  the  attack  is  made ;  and 
now  we  produce  these  extraordlnaries.  We 
give  a  list  of  them,  it«m  by  item,  with  the 
amount  paid  on  aooonnt  ol  each ;  and  call  upon 
the  genUetuea  of  the  Oppoeition  to  name  tfaa 
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one  to  which  ibpj  otfject )  to  name  the 
whiob  they  did  not  toMI  This  u  vhot  ve 
do ;  and  I  will  tell  7011,  Mr.  President,  what 
thej  will  do :  thoj  will  not  name  one  item  to 
which  thej  now  object,  or  against  wKich  thej 
Toted  I  "Aej  will  not  n&me  one  j  and  the 
reason  is,  because  they  cannot  I  Tbef  voted 
for  bU — they  approve  all— the  conntrr  will 
approve  all,  except  part  for  pensions  and 
harbors,  and  of  these  the  Oppo^tion  were 
the  leading  adrooaCes.  And  thos  these  Kentle- 
men  of  the  Opposition  are  presented  In  the 
extrv>rduiarj  light  of  goluK  abroad  to  mote 
a  general  denunciation  of  tne  Admini£tration 
for  eztnvBgant  expenditure ;  and  when 
ahow  them  the  bill  of  psrtionlars,  and  ask  of 
them  to  point  ont  the  extravagant  items,  or  the 
ones  for  which  they  did  not  vote,  Oieg  vill  rt- 
fnaintilentl  The;  will  name  no  item,  because 
thej  cannot 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  Administration,  arid  that 
of  General  Jaokson,  were  readj  for  a  com- 
parison with  Kof  that  preceded  &em.  Aggre- 
gates against  anregates,  or  items  against  items, 
tbej  were  ready  for  the  comparison.  If  anj 
one  shall  say  that  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  thirty-seven  millions  in  18S9,  01 
thirty-nine  mllliona  in  I8S3,  we  answer  that 
this  is  only  five  or  seven  millions  more  than  the 
Bif^j^sXa  of  1824 ;  that  the  aggregate  was  then 
thirty-two  millions,  and  the  mcrease  is  onlr  " 
proportion  to  tie  increase  of  the  country,  _, 
descending  from  aggregates  and  going  into 
items,  it  ia  said  that  sixteen  millions  most  be 
dedncted  from  the  aggregate  of  1824  for  pay- 
ments to  the  pnblio  debt,  and  eight  millions 
more  for  indemnities  and  other  extraordinaries, 
we  answer  that  eleven  millions  most  be  de- 
dncted from  the  aggregate  of  1889  for  redemp- 
tion of  Treasury  notes,  and  twelve  and  a  half 
millions  more  for  Indian  wars,  treaties,  and 
removals,  and  a  dosen  other  extraordinaries. 
This  brings  the  thirty-seven  down  to  thirteen 
and  a  baif;  and  at  that  point  oompMnt  ceases. 
Kr.  B.  said  the  tables  which  were  presented 
treated  every  Administrationalike.  Beginning 
in  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Monroe,  they  came  down 
through  llie  term  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  two 
terms  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  three  years 
which  had  elapsed  under  Mr.  Van  Bnren.  All 
were  treated  alike.  The  same  mle  was  applied 
to  Qm  expenditures  nnder  each  one.  The  aggre- 
gate was  ^ven  in  every  ease  £ret ;  and  tneo 
the  extraordinary,  sepai^ted  from  the  ordinary 
expenditures,  wid  the  same  items  charged  and 
credited  in  every  ease.  In  looking  at  the  aggre- 
gates, it  wiU  be  seen  that  every  Admii^stration 
needed  thii  olas^Bcation ;  that  tie  a^regate 
tinder  Mr.  Adams'  adminirtration  was  not  tnir- 
itea  millions,  as  repeated  so  many  millions  of 
times,  but  abont  the  double  of  that  I  and  that 
this  thirteen  millions  for  that  gentleman's  ad- 
ministration was  only  attajned  by  deducting 
extraordinaries  1  by  going  thronsh  the  very 
'  ■  '       '         ■'      ixpenditnre  nnder 


ABBIDOMENT  OV  THB 


[Hn  Cm. 
The  smallest  aggregate  in  the  whole  taU»  ii 
that  of  188G,  nnder  Gen.  Jackson's  adminbAn- 
Uoti,  when  the  public  debt  had  ceased,  tod  tb» 
Indian  wars  had  not  hegnn.  The  sggcegitefiT 
thst  year  is  seventeen  miHions  snd  a  hil£ 
Even  molnding  the  extraordinaries  of  tbst  jar, 
and  the  aggregate  was  bnt  seventeen  miSiMU 
and  a  half)  And  so  it  will  be  ag^n.  As  won 
as  we  are  done  paying  the  Treasury  Dotc& 
which  are  issaed  in  lien  of  oar  miqilacM 
revenue,  and  as  soon  as  onr  Indian  tnnUc* 
are  over,  and  the  payments  completed  for  n- 
move]  of  Indians,  and  porchaae  ot  their  lind^ 
the  aggregate  expenditures  will  come  down  u 
about  what  they  were  in  1886  :  and  the  «&■ 
nary  expenses  will  be  within  fifteen  miUioui. 

Hr.  a.  demanded  who  ever  deemed  it  to 
expense  of  the  Government,  when  Mr.  JeSir- 
son  purchased  Loniaiana  at  fifteen  miDions  of 
dollu^?  And  who  could  think  of  ohaiKingM 
an  expense  the  large  sums  which  had  1km 
lately  paid  in  eitingnisbing  Indian  titln,  snd 
in  removing  Indians  ?  One  wonld  as  soon  thint 
of  charging,  among  the  expenses  of  a  fsmilj, 
the  outlay  which  dionid  be  made  by  a  pnid^ 
and  thrifty  farmer  in  purchasing  ad^liooil 
land,  and  inclosing  it  with  fences,  or  cove^ 
ing  it  with  improvements.  The  extioctioi 
of  the  Indian  tiOes — the  acqnisitiMi  of  tbnt 
lands  for  settlement  and  cultivation — ssd  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  themselves  fh>ni  ill  liM 
States,  was  one  of  the  great  measures  wMd 
illustrated  General  Jackson's  administnlica, 
and  was  beneficial  both  to  the  Indians  sod  to 
the  States.  So  great  an  object  could  not  t« 
effected  witiont  a  large  expenditure  of  moMj; 
and  who  is  there  now  to  stand  up  and  condeinn 
the  Administration  for  this  eipenditnret  Wbo 
wants  these  Indians  book  t  Who  wants  Gcm- 
gia,  Alabama,  Misdssippl,  and  all  the  othfT 
States,  again  encumbered  with  the  Indiiu 
which  have  left  them  ? 

That  the  expenses  of  the  Govermait  1i^ 
increased  in  the  lust  twelve  or  fifteen  yon, 
Mr.  B.  said  woa  just  as  certainly  tme  ss  it  "U 
naturally  to  have  been  expected.  The  conolrr 
itself  hod  Increased  in  that  time :  sevenl  oe* 
States  hod  been  admitted  into  the  nnioD,  u>d 
several  new  Territories  had  been  created.  An 
additional  impetus  had  been  siven  to  the  peblie 
defences  in  the  increase  of  ue  army  ana  iu>7 
— wars  with  several  Indian  tribes  had  inte^ 
veued-— vast  purohoaea  of  Indian  lands  lud 
been  effected — whole  tribes,  nay,  whole  natioM 
of  Indians,  had  been  removed,  and  remorriW 
a  vast  distance,  and  at  a  vast  expense.  Tbb 
latter  expenditure  was  chiefly  for  the  bewK 
of  the  South  and  West ;  bnt  where  is  the  mw 
in  any  qnarter  of  the  Union  that  can  stand  up 


litl 


Sir,  i  admit  an  increased  expenditure ;_  a>4 
far  from  concealing,  I  exhibit  and  procUim  S. 
I  display  the  items ;  they  are  spread  ont  in  tM 
statements  now  under  discussion ;  I  point  U^ 
out  to  the  coantry.  I  say  they  will  be  found, 
principally,  in  the  navy — in  the  army— to  "i* 
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manent  and  dnrable  fire-proof  publio  bnildings 
— luid  va  oaHiuning  the  foreign  debt,  and  malcing 
othur  expenditares  for  the  LHstriot  of  Colombia. 
In  these  bnutcbes  of  the  service  will  the 
creasca  be  priooipall;  found,  and  I  supported 
them  all  except  the  increase  for  pensionB,  ha 
bors,  Eomo  of  the  light-hooeea,  and  the  bool 
printing  port  of  the  legialativo  expenses. 
SQpported  all  except  these :  bat  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Opposition  supported  all  that  I  did,  aud 
these  besides ;  and  now  go  forth  to  r^se  a  orj 
of  extravagance  I 

Mt.  B,  B^d  the  Opposition  not  onlv  voted 
for  these  increased  expendltnres,  bnt  in  e 
instances  greatly  angmented  them.  This 
the  case  in  the  Indian  eipenditnrea,  and  eepe- 
ciullf  among  the  Oherokees.  The  Opposition 
eat  themselvee  np  for  the  gnardians  of  these  In- 
dians :  thef  seemed  ta  make  political  alliance 
with  Uiem.  The  Indians  became  parties  to 
OUT  politics;  the  Opposition  became  allies  to 
them;  and  the  result  was  donble  trouble,  and 
doable  expense,  and  double  delays,  and  doable 
veiaUon  of  every  kind  with  tnose  Indians ; 
ontil  it  required  amilltar^forceto  compel  them 
to  complj  with  treaties  which  gave  them  m" 
lioDs  more  than  thej  ought  to  have  received 

The  Opposition  not  onlj  voted  for  all  the 
increases,  and  canwd  some  of  them  to  be  ang- 
mented,  bnt  the^  attempted  many  enormon! 
eipenditures  winch  the  Democratic  members 
op[)Oied  and  prevented.  Let  anj  one  look  to 
tlie  bills  which  were  rejected,  either  in 
Senate  or  in  the  House  of  Representatives  , 
an;  ooe  look  to  the  onmber  of  these  bills,  and 
the  tens  of  millions,  in  the  aggregate,  with 
vbich  they  were  flighted,  and  then  say  what 
tliQ  eipeoses  wonld  have  been  if  the  Opposition 
had  been  in  power.  One  of  these  bilja  alone, 
tbe  French  spoliation  bill,  was  for  five  millions 
of  dollurs ;  others  were  for  vast  snms,  espe- 
eially  the  harbor  bills.  They  were  rejected  by 
'he  votes  of  Democratic  members ;  and  if  they 
had  not  been— if  they  had  passed— they  wonld 
have  swelled  the  thirty-seven  to  near  fifty  mil- 
lions; and  wonid  have  been  charged  upon  us 
M  reckless,  wasteful,  horrible  extravagance. 

Ur.  B.  then  appealed  to  Senators  of  the 
"tmocratic  party  to  name  the  number  of  extra 
t^uiJiBS  of  the  reptort  which  they  would  propose 
'o  print,  professing  himself  ready  to  agree  to 
'^J  namber  that  was  satisfactory  to  his  ftiends. 
Mr.  llcBBiBo  proposed  thirty  thousand. 
Mr.  Bbntoh  accepted  the  proposition,  and 
"wved  that  thirh-  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
'cm  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

iliis  motion  gave  rise  to  a  very  Interesting 
'ia  animated  discnssioo,  in  which  Mewrs. 
r?"*'^!  HuBBABD,  CiLnoon,  and  BccHAifAir, 
wiwaud,  and  Jlessrs.  Pbkio!I,  Bodtbabd, 
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Clat  of  Eentneky,  and  Wkbbtsb,  opposed  the 
motion. 

The  qnestion  being  then  on  printing  tfaiii7 
tbousana  extra  copies  of  Uie  report,  It  waa 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Uesos.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Cilhoun,  Clay  of  Alulwma^  Cuthtwrt,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  Kii^;,  Lumpkin,  Nidioiss,  Norrell, 
Pierce,  Koaue,  Bobinson,  Sevier,   Sturgeon,  WsH, 


^    The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

H0I7BE  OF  BEF&SSEITTATITXB. 

Thossdat,  May  7. 
Do«um»ti.taiTi  Stttoty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AvBtaroK,  the  Hotue  took 
np  tht  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  oItU 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government,  to  oon- 
sider  the  amendments  made  to  that  bill  by  the 
Senate. 

The  two  first,  which  vere  merdy  formal, 
were  oonoufred  in.  The  third  amendment 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  item  appropriating 
46,000  dollars  for  the  Docnmentary  History 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

Ur.  Athebtok  moved  that  the  House  conenr 
with  the  8eaat«  in  the  amendment;  and  ha 
went  into  a  long  and  critical  examination  of 
the  contract,  and  the  law  nnder  which  it  had 
been  made,  and  urged  the  eononrrenoe  of  the 
House  in  the  amendment,  with  a  view  to  have 
an  inquiry  instituted  into  all  the  oircnmstanoeg 
of  the  case,  so  that  the  House  might  act  nnder- 
standingly.  He  disapproved  of  the  manner  of 
the  distribution.  If  the  work  was  to  be  pro- 
gressed with,  he  waa  nnderstood  to  be  In 
favor  of  its  dlstribntion  to  publio  libraries  of 
the  country,  instead  of  the  members  of  the 
Twenty-fonrth,  Twenty-fifth,  and  Twenty-sixth 
Oongresses,  as  provided  for  in  the  resolation, 
authorizing  the  distributioa  There  was  no 
proviMon  tor  extending  the  distribntjon  to  the 
present  or  fatnre  Oongreases.  He  was  nnder- 
stood  to  say  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
the  pnblishers  were  nnlimlted  as  to  the  alte 
of  the  volumes.  There  had  been  no  person 
appointed  bv  the  Government  to  superintend 
the  pubUoation ;  but  that  the  contractors  had 
the  authority  logo  on  and  publish  all  thsnewa> 
papers  published  in  the  country  at  that  time. 
He  maintained  that  the  proper  coarse  would 
be  for  the  House  to  concur  in  the  ameadment 
of  the  Senate,  and  have  a  committee  of  inquiry 
to  investigate  the  nature  of  the  oontraot ;  and 
to  enable  such  a  committee  tooome  toacorreot 
oondosion,  it  wonld  be  necessary  to  examine 
many  and  volominona  doonmenta.  There  was 
not  then  sufficient  time  affiirded  to  make  an 
examiuatiOD,  snob  as  would  Justify  the  Hotue 
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do  vote ;  bat  the  eziRency  which  calls  for 
mediate  octiou  od  the  bill,  could  not  afford 
nifficient  time  to  bring  them  to  a  proper  under- 
etAnding  of  the  subject.  It  was  not  bis  inten- 
tion to  do  injastiee  to  the  contractors,  but 
willing  to  give  tbera  tbe  beneBts  of  the  i 
tract,  30  far  as  it  whs  nnderatandinglj  entered 
Into,  and  acted  npon.  He  thongbt  a  oommittM 
of  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  the  prices  were 
conformable  to  the  resolntion,  and  whether  the 
contract  was  legal,  was  right  and  vroper.  He 
was  understood  to  say,  that  b;  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  it  would  appear  that  a  aar- 
ing  of  t200,000  might  he  effected  on  the  pnbli- 
oation,  by  an  inveaugation  of  tbe  matter.  Not- 
withstanding the  namber  of  Tolnmes  was 
limited  to  twenty,  which  was  MtimaUd  to  cost 
aboat  |C00,000  yet  there  was  no  limitation 
to  the  number  of  page*  in  tbe  Tolnme,  and  tbey 
might  be  Increased  to  snch  an  extent  as  could 
make  the  work  cost  |1,000,000.  He  did  not 
belieye  tliat  the  members  of  Oongreaa,  who 
voted  to  aatliorize  the  contract,  believed  that 
they  were  voting  for  the  distribution  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  in  books,  among  themselves, 
and  their  sucoessors.  He  then  read  a  report 
of  the  Oommlttee  of  Ways  and  Meaui,  at  a 
former  Congress,  abowing  that  the  prices  piud 
were  not  in  conformity  to  tbe  act  of  Congress. 
He  then  read  the  act  on  which  the  prices  were 
based,  and  a  brief  history  of  the  proceedings 
of  Oongrees  In  relation  thereto,  in  proof  of  bis 
posttioD. 

Hr.  Etaito  spoke  in  reply,  referring  to  former 
disoDssiODS  in  tbe  Hoose  on  this  subject,  and 
eoDtending  that  Congress  was  bound  by  the 
contract,  and  must  fiiUl  it.  He  considered  the 
objections  advanced  by  Ur.  Athirtoh  bb  in- 
Tolving  tbe  iDtemlty  of  Congress  and  the  ctpa- 
oity  and  knowledge  of  the  late  Hr.  Ijviiigston, 
(with  whom  the  contract  was  made,)  and  re- 

S tiled  with  warmth  the  choige  that  Hessis. 
larke  and  Foroe  had  been  gailtj  of  any  frand 
or  impropriety  whatever.  Be  went  into  a  re- 
oapitulatioQ  of  the  whole  matter  from  tbe  be- 
ginning :  insisted  that  the  contractors  hod  ta\\y 
complied  with  their  engagements ;  stated  that 
the  work  bad  been  printed,  and  delivered,  and 
raceired  at  the  Departments ;  and  remonstrated 
with  esrnestneas  against  the  proposed  rel^isal 
to  appK^riote  money  to  pay  for  it.  He  had 
no  otgeotlon  to  a  committee  of  inquiry,  if  gen- 
tlemen thoDgbt  it  expedient ;  bat,  in  the  mean 
time,  there  was  no  reason  why  the  snm  now 
JosUv  doe  should  not  be  appropriated.  Eeqno- 
t«d  tiie  opinions  of  Mr.  Livingston  on  the  work, 
■od  scoutod  the  idea  advanc^  by  Hr.  Athbb- 
10IT  that  it  was  useless,  and  would  never  be 
read.  He  adverted  to  the  vast  expense  incur- 
red by  other  nations  in  illustrating  their  past 
history,  and  the  honors  and  profits  conferred 
on  those  who  collected  and  preserved  the  mon-  I 
nments  of  that  history  for  posterity.  The  pres- 
ent work  was  limited  in  ita  extent,  was  worth  I 
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more  by  for  than  all  its  cost ;  and  wtiuM  Iv  at 
invaluable  contribution  to  the  libraries  et  vni 
pnblia  literary  and  political  inatitutioos. 

Hr.  E.  said  that  it  was  at  the  initauc«  of  llu 
Seorettry  of  Btato  that  Hesns.  Clartc  and 
Foroe  memorialized  Congress.  They  sent  a, 
accompanying  this  memorial,  the  corre^oad- 
ence  between  tbe  Secretary  and  ihcnuelire^ 
directing  the  matt«r  as  minutely  as  it  could  lie. 
They  then  stated  to  Congress  that  the  voii 
was  of  such  magnitude,  so  large  and  eipenslvi, 
that  it  conld  never  be  undertaken  by  prJTjU 
individuals.  They  gave  Congrees  properwire- 
ing,  and  yet  gentlemen  came  forward  to  mati 
an  impression  that  these  gentiemen  bed  imi 
some  deception.  Tbey  even  memorialized  Coit 
gress  to  appoint  a  board  of  superinteDdenct 
Theaubjeot  was  before  Congress  tvo  jem; 
and  the  members  were  properly  InfMrned  te- 
fore  the  resolution  authoriziug  tbeoantxtct  m 
passed.  Congress  then  saw  fit  to  pass  t  Ui 
authorizing  tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  mibe  t 
contract  on  the  basis  of  the  memorial.  Tbe 
oontroct  was  drawn  up  by  that  Secrelarj  vilt 
out  consultation  with  tbe  contractors,  snd  idK 
mitted  to  tbem.  They  refused  to  Mfcn  it  (« 
the  ground  that  the  price  per  volume  tu  kI 
Buffloient  Tbe  contract  was  then  placed  ic 
the  hands  of  the  Attorney-General.  He  dwid- 
ed  that  the  law  was  ambiguous,  so  fur  u  i> 
related  to  the  price  to  be  paid,  which  wu  lo 
bo  based  on  the  price  paid  for  the  first  TDlume 
of  tbe  Diplomatic  Correspondence.  Therebeii^ 
two  works  differing  in  the  price,  the  Attornej- 
General  decided  that  the  safest  way  vn  f"' 
the  Secretary  to  take  tbe  work  for  whicL  the 
smalleBt  price  was  paid  per  volume,  S3 1  Usi. 
These  gentlemen  refused  to  enter  into  Uu  '^ 
tract,  believing  it  should  be  based  on  the  ^^^"^ 
price ;  and  the  Secretory,  who  fell  great  wd 
pruseworthy  interest  in  the  matter  thsl  Ui< 
work  should  be  pobliabed,  aotnally  solicited 
them  to  enter  into  the  contract  as  dnwn  <P 
by  him;  and  after  some  usuranoMv  i"*'  ^ 
r,  they  agreed  to  do  so. 
_.-.  E.  said  the  contractors  had  actasUj  «• 
livered  two  volumes  of  this  work,  and  ^^^'^ 
was  nearly  finished,  and  would  be  deli"f« 
shortly.  Tbey  were  actaallj  suffering  fur  tM 
money  now  due  them;  and  if  it  was  to  bs 
withheld  for  tbe  possible  contingency  ot  t 
modification  of  the  contract,  it  would  be  Am 
them  crying  injustice;  and  he  rsmonstnW 
ogiunst  tbe  cruelty,  injustice^  and  oppKMiw 
of  attempting  to  coerce  the  indurtrions  m 
enterprising  contractors  for  this  work,  bj  keep- 
ing them  out  of  their  just  dues,  ""til  thej 
might,  from  embarrassments,  be  induced  w 
rehnquish  their  contract.  Tbey  had  »!rt»r 
expended  $106,000  paid  out,  and  mostly  "f 
due,  and  for  which  they  were  now  doily  mU^ 
upon  to  meet,  and  the  Government  bad  m  J* 
laid  them  but  J38,OO0.  These  gentlenwo  w" 
neen  in  every  State  of  the  Cnion,  and  in  ttf 
loud,  collecting  maUrials  for  this  work;»M 
have  had  a  great  number  of  clerks  transono"* 
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important  docnmeats  in  all  thoae  places,  and 
biFs  tctatilly  collecUd  an  inuuenM  quantity 
farAitarevolamea.  The  amoont  now  proposed 
to  be  appropristed  woold  not  eompenaaCe  them 
for  the  ontlay  tbej  have  made  for  this  pQrpos« 
ilone.  It  woald  be  minotu  to  them  to  with- 
hold the  monej.  He  then  adrert«d  to  the  past 
pmctice  of  GoTernmeot  in  paying  persons  to 
mperme  and  edit  works,  under  the  patronage 
of  Congress,  but  that  these  sentJemen  do  not 
^t  a  cent  for  their  immense  labor  of  this  Itind. 
The  copy  of  other  works  referred  to  was  fbr- 
nislied  lo  the  printer  in  proper  order  to  print ; 
bnt  the^  gentlemen  are  compelled  to  prepare 
the  matter  themselTes,  and  thos  to  tiiat  extent 
lesNQ  the  profits  on  the  work.  Thej  aotnallj 
receiTO  nothing  for  the  eipeoditnre,  for  the 
labor  of  olerks,  and  for  their  editorial  labors. 

In  re^lj  to  the  argamenta  adraQoed  for  the 
dlHonUnnance  of  the  work,  to  indemnify  the 
eoBtnctors,  he  said  it  woold  cost  almost  as 
much  to  justly  compensate  thorn,  as  it  wonld 
do  to  go  tbroQEh  with  t^  contract.  If  r.  E. 
said  H)  ftr  as  Uie  validity  of  the  contract  was 
concenied,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  did  make 
a  detailed  report,  which  was  referred  to  t^e 
Committee  on  Finance ;  and  that  that  commit- 
tee made  a  report,  and  declared  that  it  was  a 
valid  and  binding  contract,  based  on  law,  and 
that  the  pabUdiera  had  perfonned  tbur  part 
of  the  contract 

Kr.  E.  then  adverted  to  the  fkimen  with 
vbich  theoontractors  hud  acted  in  their  efforts 
and  wlioiUtioDS  to  prevail  on  Oongress  to  ap- 
point a  board  to  which  they  wished  the  whole 
matter  to  be  submitted  for  investigation — and 
their  anxiety  for  Oongress  to  authorize  a  proper 
permn  to  supervise  and  select  the  matter  for 

SublicatioD.  Yet  Oongress  did  not  ohooae  to 
D  SO.  They  have  literally  fnlfllled  their  part 
of  the  contract  which  was  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  At- 
lorney-Qeneral ;  yet  gentlemen  complained 
that  all  was  not  ri);fat  in  the  coatraet — that 
there  was  some  deception.  They  actnolly 
warned  yon  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and 
arced  upon  you  to  superintend  its  publication, 
and  yoan^leoted  to  do  so.  On  yoor  part, 
tbeo,  there  coold  be  no  just  eanse  of  com- 
plaint 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  agree  to  any  proposi- 
tion to  limit,  or  supervise,  or  examine  the 
natter;  bnt  the  expense  had  been  iuonrred 
for  these  three  volmnes,  and  the;  had  been  de- 
licered,  and  should  be  paid  for,  withoat  refei^ 
fn<^e  to  the  fatare  action  of  Congress,  or 
fiitnre  timilations.  He  then  read  Mr.  Living- 
ston's opinion  of  Hie  great  advantages  of  the 
vorii  to  the  present  generation  and  to  posteri- 
ty. It  woiila  afibrd  the  means  to  prevent  them 
^m  losing  right  of  the  eanse  from  which  tbe 
Goiemment  oriKinated,  and  the  principles  on 
■diich  it  is  foonaed. 

Ifr.  E.  oonridered  this  work  of  more  impor- 
tance than  any  work  pnblished  \a  tbe  English 
<»)go>g«.    It   would  Btaod  m  k  pennaneat 
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memorial  of  tbe  past.  He  muntained  that  tbe 
distribution  of  these  books  to  members,  to  b* 
carried  into  every  Congressional  distriot  in  the 
country,  was  the  best  mode  t«  dispose  of  them. 
He  re^rded  the  work  of  incalculable  value, 
and  prized  it  highly ;  and  the  more  that  was 
gathered  of  tbe  memorials  of  the  past  the  bet- 
ter ;  and  hoped  if  materials  of  the  proper  kind 
wonld  justify,  that  the  work  wonld  be  ortended 
to  forty  T<JameB.  The  price  of  the  work, 
(twenty  volumea^)  be  muntained,  would  not 
cost  more  than  $408,000  inst«ad  of  a  million, 
as  stated  by  the  gentleman  hoot  New  Bnmp- 
flhire.  All  who  received  the  work  should  be 
prond  of  it  He  r^oioed  that  he  had  lent  his 
aid  for  its  publication,  and  hoped  that  some 
other  work  would  yet  be  started  to  preserve 
more  of  the  memorials  of  the  past  If  the  ap- 
propriation was  not  made  in  this  bill,  he 
could  see  no  other  mode  in  which  the  snbjeot 
oould  lie  reached.  It  was  nothing  more  than 
oommon  honesty  that  they  sbonld  pay  the  con- 
tractors for  the  books  delivered.  lie  concluded 
by  saying  that  tbe  work  was  en  honor  to  the 
conntry,  to  Congress,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  to  Uie  contractors  themselves ;  and  be  re- 
joiced in  lending  bis  efforts  to  its  oontianance 
and  completion. 

Hr.  Pktbiein  ezpreased  his  willingness  to 
investigate  the  matter  at  another  time,  and  on 
a  proper  oooauon,  birt  could  not  consent  to 
have  the  appropriation  bill  delayed  by  s.  debate 
on  this  amendment,  and  thereby  stop  the 
wheels  of  Government.  He  therefore  moved 
the  previous  question  on  tbe  motion  to  OOQ- 

The  qaeation  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Petbi- 
eik's  ctdl  for  the  previous  question,  it  was  then 
seconded,  and  tbe  main  qnesUoo  ordered  to  bft 
pnt 

And  on  the  main  qnestion,  "  Shalt  tbe  amend- 
ment of  tbe  Senate  tie  concurred  in  I"  Mr, 
PaorFiT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  wore  as  follows  : 

Yeis.— Jfessre.  H.  J.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Bealty, 
Beimc,  Bliick,  BluJcvell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  T. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Carr,  Clifford, 
Coles,  M.  A  Cooper,  W.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Dans, 
Davee,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Doan, 
Dromgode,  Eari,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  Galbrailh,  Griffiu,  Hammond,  Hawkins,  HiU 
of  K.  C,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Hobliard,  Jameson,  Ckve 
Johnson,  Kenn,  Leadbetter,  L«<atKl,  Lewis,  LowelL 
ICcClellan.  UcKay,  Uallory,  Uarchand.  Hedilt,  UiUer, 
Bomuel  W.  Honls,  Farmenter,  Puris,  Petrikin, 
Runsey,  Bhett,  Edwatd  Begets,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Soiith,  Staikwealher,  Taylor,  Frauds  Thomas, 
Philip  F.  'Diomta,  Jacob  Thompson,  Vanderpoel, 
Yroom,  David  D.  Wagener,  Wdler,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Hear;  Williams,  and  Lewis  Williams — "16. 

Ni.TS. — Ueasrs.  Adaios,  John  W.  Allen,  Barnard, 
Bond,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Anson  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Carter,  Curtis,  Cuahiog,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Evans, 
Everett  Fillmore,  Giddlnga,  Ooggin,  Granger,  Haber- 
sham, William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Bollbian,  Hant, 
Wm.  Coat  Johnson,  Linooln,  Harviu,  Hitohell,  Haa- 
roe,  Morgan,  Ogle,  CMMme,  Fittft,  Bandall,  Ban- 
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dolpb,  Rayner,  RobkU,  Siltoiuiall,  amonton,  Waddy 
Thompson,  TtUInf^wt,  Taland,  Undenrood,  Wuren, 
Edwud  D.  WhHe,  John  Vblte,  Joseph  L.  Williima, 
■nd  Win — 16. 
So  the  amendmeut  wait  oonoorred  in. 


Si.TDSi>^T,  Uay  23. 
7^  Sedition  Law — MatUum  £ym'«  CatI, 


Tht  Committet  tut  du  Judieiay,  to  kAom  mat  r^tr- 
rtd  Uu  ptiUion  of  CAUUndtn  Zyon  md  MatUteti 
Lgon,  fitiri  aitd  repntiUatiMt  of  At  latt  Jfatilmt 
J^on,  deetatat,  rtport: 

That  in  the  tBOnth  of  October,  1798,  the  late  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  the  father  of  the  petitituien,  at  the  cir- 
coit  court  held  at  Rutland,  in  the  State  <^  Terrooot, 
was  indicted  and  found  guiltr  of  baTine  printed  and 

Sublimed  what  woa  alleged  to  be  a  libel  ugaiiut  Mr. 
obn  Adama,  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  alli^edlilHJwu  in  the  fallowing  words, 
to  wit :  "  Ab  to  the  Executive,  when  I  ahallaee  the 
efTects  of  that  power  bent  on  the  promotion  of  the 
con:j<]rt,  the  fajippineM,  and  accommodatSon  of  the 
people,  that  Executive  shall  have  my  lealona  and  uni- 
form support  But  whenever  I  shall,  on  the  part  of 
onr  Executive,  see  evet;  consideTation  of  pobiio  wel- 
&M  swallowed  np  in  •  c(»ittnual  grnp  tor  power.  In 
an  unbounded  tbirM  for  ridicniou*  ponip,  DmUcIi  adu- 
UUon,  and  adfish  avarice-^wbra  I  shall  b^mld  men 
of  real  merit  dailj  turned  out  of  office  for  no  other 
cause  than  independencj  of  sentiment — when  I  shall 
see  men  of  firmnees,  merit,  joBta,  Hbilities,  and  expe- 
rience, discarded  m  their  applicadons  for  office,  for 
fear  their  poeseBS  that  independence,  and  men  of 
meanness  prePerred  for  tbe  ease  with  which  the;  can 
take  up  and  advoeala  opinions,  the  consequence  of 
which  they  know  but  little  of — when  I  shall  see  tho 
tSKnd  nune  of  religion  employed  aa  a  State  engine 
to  make  mankind  bate  and  peraecute  each  other,  I 
shall  not  be  their  fanmble  advocal*  I "  The  aeoond 
Mont  in  the  indictment,  on  wfaidi  tha  mU  Hattbew 
Lyon  was  connoted,  dunging  him  iHOi  printing  and 
publishing  a  seditiouawri^ig or  libel,  enUtled  "Cop; 
of  a  letter  from  an  American  dtplomatlo  eharacter 
in  France  (Ur.  Joel  Bnriow)  to  a  membo'  of  Congress 
In  PbHadelphia,"  which  was  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit:  "The  misunderstanding  between  the  two 
Governments  has  become  extremely  slaiming ;  con- 
fidence is  completely  destroyed ;  miatniats,  jeol- 
oumes,  and  a  dispodtion  to  a  wrong  attribution  of 
motives,  arc  so  apparent  as  to  require  the  utmost 
caution  in  every  word  and  action  that  are  to  come 
from  your  Executive, — I  mean  If  your  ol!Ject  is  to 
avoid  bOBtilltiCB.  Bad  this  truth  been  understood  with 
JOQ  before  the  recall  of  Monroe — before  the  coming 
and  second  coming  of  PInckney;  had  it  guided  the 
pens  tbat  wrote  the  bullying  speech  of  yoor  P«ed- 
dent,  and  stupid  answer  of  your  Senate,  at  tbe  open- 
ing of  CongreBB  in  Ilovember  last,  I  should  probably 
have  had  no  occasion  to  address  you  this  letter. 
Bat  when  we  found  him  borrowing  (he  language  of 
Edmund  Bnrke,  and  telling  the  worid  that,  although 
be  should  succeed  in  treating  with  the  French,  there 
waa  no  dependence  to  be  placed  in  any  of  their  en- 
gagementa;  that  their  religion  and  their  morality 
were  at  an  and,  and  they  had  turned  [dmtas  and 


plunderers,  snd  thst  it  wonld  be  neeeaaty  to  be  per 
petually  armed  against  them,  tbongb  yoa  m  it 
peace ;  we  wondered  tint  the  answer  of  both  Hooa 
had  not  been  an  order  to  send  him  to  tbe  nadJKW; 
Inatcad  of  this,  tha  Senate  have  ei^ioed  the  tfnA 
with  more  dvility  than  ever  GCOTge  the  Iliiid  upe- 
rienced  from  eitbier  Ilouse  of  ParitamenL" 

The  court  deemed  both  the  pubiicatiou  aboit 
recited  libellous,  under  the  second  section  of  Uw  itl 
commonly  called  the  sedition  law,  paaed  the  4lli 
July,  179S;  which  section  la  as  follows,  via:  "Ati 
be  it  fitrther  enacttd.  That  if  any  person  eball  vntt, 
print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  cause  or  proctire  to 
be  written,  printed,  nttered,  or  published,  ai  ttaO 
knowingly  snd  irilAdly  asNst  or  aid  in  wridcg,  priM- 
ing,  utterii^,  or  pnblidring,  any  falas,  scandiliM, 
and  malldoua  writing  or  writings  anlnst  tbe  GoTtm- 
ment  of  tbe  United  Btatta,  or  mUier  Hobss  at  Ibt 
Congresa  of  the  nnit«d  8i>t«s,  or  of  the  Pitadest  oT 
tlK  United  Stales,  with  an  intrat  to  delanM  the  aid 
Oovemment,  m-  either  Houae  of  the  said  Ckngral, 
or  the  Pre«dent,  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  ibm. 
into  contempt  or  disrespect,  or  to  excite  igiiia 
them,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  On 
good  people  of  the  United  States,  kc.,  then  oA 
person,  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  miino( 
tbe  United  States  having  jurisdiction  thereof^  slall  tt 

Eunishcd  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousMKl  lU- 
irs,  and  by  tmprisoBment  not  eioeedhig  two  jd*' 

Upon  this  indictment  Hattbew  Lyon  was  ccariotd, 
and  sentenoed  by  tha  oomt  to  ba  uaprisonsd  (or  fiat 
ntmtba;  top^aflne  of  ana  tbouand  A>llsn.«d 
tbe  costs  of  the  proaecntion,  laaed  at  lii^  Mm 
and  iunetj4ixoenta;  and  to  atand  oommitied  osd 
tbe  fino  and  ooata  «««  paid :  whioh  weta  jaid, « 
appears  by  the  exemplification  of  the  record  of  llx 
said  trial  and  proomdiogs,  now  in  tbe  aidiira  i^ 
tbisBouae. 

Tbe  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  liw  (bon 
recited  WBB  unconstitutional,  null,  and  vrad,  pt^d 
under  a  miHtaken  exerdse  of  undel^ated  power,  ibJ 
that  tbe  mistake  ought  to  be  corrected  by  reOiniif 
the  fine  so  obtained,  with  Interest  theRoe,  to  Oi 
lead  representatives  of  Hatthew  I.y<m. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  It  naetaaaiy  lo  A- 
cun  at  length  the  cbaneter  of  that  law,  or  to  Mp 
all  the  reaatms,  however  danonttnliTC,  that  t»'t 
induced  tlia  conviction  of  Ita  tumnalitatiaBitilT' 
Noqueetion  oonnectad  with  Ibo  liberty  rf  At  pna 
ever  exdied  a  more  universal  and  inttmae  istfrcA-' 
ever  received  so  acute,  ttHe,  long-continued,  iw 
elaborate  investigation — wu  ever  mora  gromll' 
nnderalood,  or  so  condudvelj  settled  by  the  conf^ 
ring  opinions  of  all  paitiea,  after  the  healed  polili'' 
contesta  of  the  day  had  passed  away.  All  ihuao* 
remains  to  be  done  t^  tbe  Repreaentatives  of  the  r<^ 
pie  who  condemned  this  act  of  Ibdr  sgenls  i*  ^^ 
thoriied,  and  tnnscendit^  thdr  graet  of  poxr.  u 
place  beyond  queation,  doubt,  or  cavil,  fliat  aai'M 
of  tba  constitution  pToUUHng  Congraa  ftm  Mot 
ing  the  liberty  of  the  piaaa,  and  lo  diadaige  an  ke- 
est,  just,  moral,  and  hoMtabIa  obfigation,  it  t«  "" 
fund  from  the  Trewnry  tbe  fiae  thas  OleRaDT  m^ 
wrongfully  obtained  frow  one  of  tlidr  riiiin*,  W 
which  purpose  tbe   committea   herewUh  np>K  • 

toil. 

Mr.  TiLLraQHiBT  affrin  adverted  to  thel«np<^ 
of  time  which  bad  e&paed  siaee  the  ctoi  ^' 

first  presented.    A  whole  j """  '■■^  "** 

ed  a,wty  dno«  the  claim  it 


first  presented.    A  whole  generation  bad  P** 
alleged  to  M" 
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originated,  utd  it  wu  noir  impoaeible  to  asoer- 
tiio  the  trne  state  of  the  faote,  with  any  tiiiog 
lika  MtiafactioD.  He  therefore  inuated  on.  hia 
motion  to  laj  (hi  the  table. 

Oa  this  inotioB,  Hr,  Tmrnr  demanded  the 
jeas  and  nafs ;  whieh,  being  ordered,  resolted 
— 7eas  17,  DD^slSS. 

So  the  House  refised  to  lay  on  the  t&hle. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading,  it  was 
taken  bj  yeas  and  oajs — jeas  ISO,  najs  20. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Ur.  RossBLL  then  moved  to  postoone  tbe 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  nntil  Friday 
neiL  He  alladed  to  the  great  leuotb  of  time 
Tbich  had  elapsed  sinee  t£e  date  of  the  olaim, 
uj  1798;  and  considering  that,  asked  what 
gentleman  there  was  who  wontd  nnderteke  to 
saj  that  we  oonid  have  anj  thing  like  a  correct 
luiovledge  of  the  ocenrrences  of  that  time. 
Generations  had  passed  away,  and  now,  when 
after  the  lapse  of  so  many  jeara,  we  were  onlled 
upon  to  act  npon  the  claim,  was  it  not  proper 
that  we  shonld  obtain  as  correct  ioibmiation  as 

Cible  I  What  was  the  information  which  the 
se  had  before  it,aod  on  which  it  was  asked 
to  grant  tfaia  claim  t  Why,  we  were  obliged 
to  ralj  on  tbe  frail  meraorj  of  man  for  the  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  it.  But  were  there  no 
other  sooroes  from  which  better  information 
conld  be  obtuned !  Cert^nlj  there  was.  Bj 
a  reference  to  the  papers  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, it  conld  be  Hsoerttuned  wbedier 
Government  ever  received  this  money  or  not. 
He  wished  to  caat  no  impntation  on  the  gentle- 
men who  supported  the  bill ;  but  if  it  sboold, 
upon  investigatioQ,  tnrn  ont  that  this  money 
had  never  been  realized  by  Government,  who 
was  there,  he  wonld  ask,  who  wonld  vote  for 
such  a  claim  t  What  gentleman  would,  under 
SDch  cinnunstanoes,  vote  for  the  passage  of  tbe 
bill)  He  was  snre  &6re  was  not  a  single  man 
who  wonU  give  his  vote,  if  it  conld  be  shown 
thst  tbe  money  had  never  been  received 
by  the  Oovemnient.  flow,  his  information 
was,  and  he  believed  It  to  1>e  correct,  that  the 
nioney  never  had  been  pud  into  the  Treasury, 
and  that  not  a  single  dollar  had  ever  been  re- 
cnved  by  Government  He  believed  the  facts 
in  the  report,  in  relation  to  the  conviction  and 
imprisonment  uf  Matthew  Lyon,  were  trne ; 
■no,  also,  that  the  amount  of  the  fine  was 
raised  by  his  political  friends,  and  the  money 
wsa  deposited  with  the  marehsl,  in  whose  cus- 
tody he  was.  Bat,  on  Hr.  Jefferson's  coming 
into  power,  and  before  the  money  was  paid 
into  the  Treamry,  he  believed  the  fine  was 
romltted,  and  retomod  to  the  soorce  from 
whence  it  came.  Now  what  he  wanted  was, 
proper  time  to  examine  into  the  real  state  of 
tiie  beta,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  be  wished 
the  farther  oonsideratioa  of  the  bill  postponed 
nntil  Friday  next 

Ur.  BuTLEB,  of  Eentnoky,  wished  to  make 
afew  brief  remarks  inrewton  to  the  merits 


of  this  biU.  It  had  been  aaid  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  money  had  never  been  received  by 
the  Govermnent,  and  that  it  had  been  retnm- 
ed.  That,  he  believed,  was  not  the  stateof  the 
case.  It  was  not  tme  that  the  bill  had  ever 
been  r^eoted.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  been 
reported  by  committees  flrom  yew  to  year,  all 
of  which  reports  were  in  favor  uf  the  clium. 

But  there  was  one  feet  which  would  serve 
to  show  on  what  erroneons  grounds  gentlemen 
would  eometimee  base  their  argnmente  against 
bills  of  this  character.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  fine  was  remitted  when  Mr,  Jefferson 
came  into  power,  whereas  the  money  was  paid 
when  Lyon  was  in  Jail,  In  ITOB,  nearly  tnree 
years  before ;  and  oonld  it  be  presumed  that 
tlie  marshal  kept  the  money  In  his  hands  alt 
that  time  1  If  the  genUeman  had  been  so  in- 
framed,  he  was  very  ninch  mistaken.  He  waa 
sure  that  no  evidence  oonld  be  brought  to  show 
that  the  fine  had  been  remitted ;  and  on  the 
other  side,  there  was  abundant  testimony  to 
show  that  it  hod  been  paid,  no  matter  whether 
by  Lyon  himself  or  by  nis  friends.  Ho  appeal- 
ed to  tbe  House  whether  it  waa  not  a  disgrace 
to  the  country  that  a  claim  of  this  character 
had  remained  unp^d  for  the  lapse  of  so  many 
years.  But  he  saw  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man in  wishing  to  [wstpone  it.  His  object  waa 
to  kill  it  by  time,  in  which  way  it  had  been 
the  practice  to  kill  other  biUs,  when  no  good 
reason  oonld  be  assigned  against  their  passage. 
He  repeated,  that  there  was  abundant  testi- 
mony to  show  that  the  fine  had  been  paid,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  it  had  been 
returned. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  had  said  a  great  deal 
aboDt  the  money  having  been  paid  by  tbe 
friends  of  Mr.  Lyon.  Now  of  what  conse- 
quence waa  that?  What  did  it  matter,  and 
how  oonld  it  affect  the  case,  whether  the  money 
had  been  pud  by  Lyon  himself  or  his  friends  t 

Mr.  TtTBNBB,  after  i^lndingto  the  great  num- 
ber of  years  which  this  clum  had  bMn  suffered 
to  remun  nnocted  apon,  asked  whether,  dnring 
the  lapse  of  all  that  time,  inch  a  groand  of  mt- 
position  had  been  taken  beforef  Of  all  the 
repmrts  which  had  been  made  on  this  sulject, 
none  ever  attempted  to  deny  tiiat  the  money 
had  been  received  by  Government  The  only 
ground  of  opposition  had  been  that  the  money 
was  raised  by  the  fHenda  of  Matthew  Lyon  ln> 
etead  of  htmselt  and  that  if  it  were  repaid,  it 
wonld  go  into  tlie  hands  of  thoee  who  had  pwd 
nothing.  Now  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  money  had  been  raised  by  Lyon  or  his 
friends ;  the  question  was  whether  Government 
conld  conscientiously  retain  money  in  the 
Titaxarj  paid  nnder  such  circnmstances.  Aa 
was  stated  by  bis  friend  &om  Eentaoky,  it  waa 
not  likely  that  a  fine  ptid  in  1798  woidd  be  re> 
mltted  by  Jefferson  three  years  afterwards,  in 
IBOl.  It  was  not  likely  tiat  the  officer  would 
have  kept  the  money  in  his  hands  all  the  time, 
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Bhowu  in  some  na^  or  other.  For  bb  part  he 
had  not  the  lea«t  idea  but  that  the  moner  vae 
paid  into  tlie  Treasnij,  and  bu  been  osed  bj 
Government  from  thiU,  day  to  Uiis,  But  if; 
after  this  bill  shoald  pose,  it  shonld  be  mode  to 
appear  that  Mr.  Ljon  did  receive  back  the 
money,  then  if  no  gentleman  wonld  move  a  re- 
coQBideration,  lie  would  certainly  do  it  himself, 
in  order  to  retua  the  bill  in  the  fiouse.  Of 
that,  however,  he  bad  no  idea. 

Ur.  RioB  Gabiand,  after  aome  preliminary 
remarhs,  said  tlint  when  tbia  bill  bad  been  un- 
der consideration  la  1832,  the  committee  ap- 
plied to  tlie  Treasury  Department  to  aeoertaiu 
whether  or  not  the  money  had  ever  been  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  a  letter  in  reply,  directed 
to  the  Hon.  W,  R.  Davis,  stated  that  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  Deportment  offered  do  such 
evidence  that  the  money  had  ever  been  re- 
ceived. 

Ur.  Buooe  said  he  ahonld  vote  for  the  post- 


bad  nut  gone  into  the  Treasury.  If  so,  that 
was  siiffielent  reason  for  taking  time  to  examine 
how  the  case  stood.  There  was  at  least  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  money  bad  been 
repaid,  if  it  had  ever  been  paid  at  all.  He 
woold  remind  gentlemen  that  this  transaction 
took  place  at  the  close  of  the  Administration 
of  tlie  elder  Adanas,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Jefferson,  and,  with  him,  a  revolation  in  public 
opinion.  It  was  well  known  that  Jefferson 
remitted  all  ooexecnted  Judgments  founded 
upon  the  sedition  law.  But  what  answer  coold 
gentlemen  make  to  thist  If  UatChew  I^on 
paid  the  money,  why  did  he  not  come  before 
the  Congress  Uiat  succeeded?  Why  had  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years  been  suffered  to 
elapse  before  the  claim  was  presented  i  If  Ly- 
on had  p»d  the  money,  was  it  not  to  be  infer- 
red that  he  wonld  have  come  before  the  very 
nest  Congress  and  demanded  restitution  t  and 
when  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  his  political 
friends  wonld  have  been  qnick  to  restore  the 
money  ?  It  might  be  said,  however,  that  the 
party  to  which  Lyon  belonged,  had  ooneoiea- 
tioua  scruples  on  tiie  subject.  But  a  reference 
to  the  acts  of  Jefferson  and  the  Congress  at 
that  time,  showed  that  they  had  no  such 
scruples.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
bet  of  no  claim  being  preaented  to  that  Con- 
gress, was  presumptive  evidence  that  there 
was  no  claim  to  make.  He  would  therefore 
vote  in  favor  of  the  postponement,  so  that  the 
true  facts  might  be  known. 

Mr.  Jahxsok  said  the  only  qaestion  was, 
whether  the  money  had  been  paid.  Of  tliat, 
in  his  mind,  there  could  be  no  donbt  It  was 
trae,  the  cldm  had  not  been  presented  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  that  was  probably  owing 
to  the  pride  of  Lyon,  which  kept  htm  from  ap- 
plying sooner,  and  it  was  only  when  poverty 
compelled  him,  that  ho  at  last  presented  his 
claim.  He  himself  then  petitioned,  and  the 
facts  are,  that  he  paid  the  money.    Hve  or  uz 
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committees  have  reported  that  the  mon^  hu 
never  been  repaid  to  him,  and  that  wit  c«S- 
cient.  Wiyi  these  views,  and  beUeving  thai 
the  hill  ought  to  be  paseed  at  once,  he  nwTed 
the  previous  qnesUtHi ;  bnt  snbsequently  wi& 
drew  it  at  the  request  of 

Ur.  Waddy  TnoHFBON,  who  wished  to  ny  t 
few  words  on  the  sCbject  It  did  seem  to  him 
that  the  House,  in  rejecting  this  bill  od  the 
snppoNtion  that  the  money  bad  not  be«n  pud, 
end  that,  too,  in  opposition  to  the  reprais  d 
its  own  committees,  would  establish  a  pnct- 
deut,  which  wonld  be  found  to  be  eitreiDdy 
inconvenient.  The  great  otfject  in  refeniig  it 
to  a  committee  bad  been  to  asoert«ia  thtt  fiei, 
and  after  the  report  had  been  made,  he  lor  oh 
would  not  undertake  to  question  the  repwt, 
unless  the  evidence  to  the  ooad-arj  shouM  be 
very  strong  indeed.  How  very  strong  tbi  Ibe 
evidence  in  hvor  k£  ita  claim.  It  hsd  beca 
tbe  sul(ject  of  numerous  reports,  only  two  of 
which  were  adverae  to  it;  it  had  been  brfore 
Congress  for  twenty  years,  and  yet,  after  thii 
long  period,  for  the  first  time,  this  new  olg«- 
tion  was  started,  "  that  the  money  had  oefw 
been  paid."  Out  of  all  the  reports,  there  bid 
been  but  two  adverse  to  it,  and  even  in  thoM^ 
not  the  slightest  imputation  was  made,  thil 
tba  money  had  not  bMn  pud. 

Tbe  hour  having  arrived,  the  Houbo  took  lU 
UBUslreoesL 

Etknino  SsBaior. 


ranked  among  the  patriots  of  his  oounby,  ■ 
was  cast  into  prison  under  an  odious  law— »* 
who  deserved  a  monument,  and  bad  It  in  tl» 
heart  of  every  true  roan,  and  who  stood  up< 
one  in  ten  thousand,  against  power  and  corrup- 
tion, yet  til  is  man  was  entitled  to  no  tbinb 
from  those  who  csjne  afl^r  him.  Here  wm  • 
man,  who,  like  the  illustrious  patriot  of  E'lf!' 
land,  John  Hampden,  had  stood  up  s^ii^ 
power  in  hi^  places,  for  which  he  had  safftft^ 
Ignominy,  and  been  thrust  into  the  cell  of  » 
felon,  and  yet,  in  these  times,  objectiou  *■■ 
made  to  remunerating  bis  heirs,  becauselM 
mail  had  been  too  poor  to  pay  the  fice  lumn^ 
That  country  must  be  base,  indeed,  whicn 
would  sanction  snch  a  plea.  That  ccoDtrj  ^ 
longer  deserved  to  be  free  which  would  deoj 
justice  to  n  suffering  patriot  on  such  P""""" 
la  all  the  reports  which  had  been  made,  il  bu 
never  been  denied  that  the  money  was  F*!!- 
Yet  gentlemen,  at  this  Lite  period,  tiwug" 
proper  to  start  that  objection,  and  upon  r^ 
mor,  mere  floatiog  rumor,  bad  expressed  vitv 
belief  that  it  had  never  been  pud.  Bnt  tlii 
opposition  of  gentlemen  was  not  conn^*"^ 
for,  first,  it  was  contended  that  the  monej  *«* 
not  paid  at  all ;  and,  second,  that  the  moW 
had  been  raised  by  Lyon's  friends,  and  UiMl™ 
that  ground,  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  K°' 
were  we  to  legislate  in  this  kind  of  »  ^Vi 
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where  iras  the  nM  of  oar  reftrring  Bubjects  of 
Aaa  nature  to  cominitteea,  if  we  paid  no  regard 
la  the  repoita  of  thoee  oommittees.  Tet  the 
reports  of  ooininlttees  were  disregarded,  and 
reliance  placed  on  mere  ramor  that  the  moDej 
)iad  not  been  pud.  Mr.  T.  bore  prodnoed  a 
copy  of  the  sentence  of  Matthew  Ljoq  to  foar 
mouths'  imprisonment  and  a  thousand  dollars 
fine,  with  costs,  and  which  required  that  he 
ehoold  stand  oommitted  nntil  the  sentence  had 


States  to  tbe  raarshal  of  Vermont,  requiring 
him  to  beep  Lyon  in  cnstodj  until  the  fine  and 
costs  were  paid.  Yes,  (stud  Mr.  T.,)  to  keep 
him  in  Jul  until  he  rotted,  nnless  the  money 
should  be  paid.  Mr.  T.  then  produced  a  cony 
of  the  certificate  from  the  marshal  that  tue 
terras  of  tbe  sentence  bod  been  complied  with, 
aod  that  Matthew  Ljon  was  conaequently  dis- 
charged. This  was  dated  the  9th  of  February, 
ITS9,  four  months  after  the  sentence  liad 
been  passed.  Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  will  any 
one  say  that  the  marshal  bad  a  right  to  dis- 
charge  Matthew  Lyon  before  tbe  terms  of  tbe 
sentence  bad  been  complied  with?  Will  any 
ooesupposefbr  amoment  that  the  officer  dared 
todiseliBrge  him  before  the  fine  was  paid  t  But 
gentlemen  contended  that  this  monej  never 
came  into  the  Treasury.  What  had  that  to  do 
with  tbe  qneetion?  If  the  marshal  had  not 
done  his  duty  by  not  forwarding  the  money  to 
tiie  Treasury,  was  that  any  reason  why  Mat- 
thew Lyon  should  not  have  justice?  Wonld 
gentlemen  ooDtend,  because  Bwartwont  had 
absconded  with  Ooveminent  money,  tliat  tbe 
merclionts  of  New  York  were  bonnd  to  pay 
ever  again  the  duties  on  tbeir  goods !  Oertain- 
If  not.  Then  he  was  sarprised  to  bear  icentle- 
■nen  ei^e  that  becoose  it  was  donbtfal  wriether 
this  fine  was  ever  paid  into  the  Treasury,  jus- 
tice shonld  not  be  done  to  this  patriot.  As  for 
the  fine  having  been  remitted,  what  evidence 
vu  there  to  lead  to  such  a  belief  f  He  appre- 
headed  that  Mr.  Adoma  did  not  remit  the  fine ; 
there  could  be  no  reason  for  suppiosing  that ; 
iiid  as  for  its  being  remitted  by  Mr.  Jefiereon, 
iras  it  likelr  that  a  fine  paid  in  1799,  would  be 
remitted  tliree  years  afterwards,  in  1801  f 
llere  were  the  terms  of  the  sentence,  condenm- 
■ng  Lyou  to  four  montba'  imprisonment,  and  a 
fine  of  $1,000,  with  oosts ;  and  here,  too,  was 
tbe  certifloate  of  the  offloer  that  the  terms  of 
tbe  sentence  bad  been  complied  with,  and  that 
tlie  man  was  accordingly  diEchargcd.  Tbe  date 
of  the  commitment  was  the  I'Otii  of  October, 
1799,  and  tlie  date  of  the  certificate  February 
9,  ITH— just  four  months,  the  period  of  im- 
pfisonnieni  designated.  Now  what  could  gen- 
ilemea  wont  more  to  satisfy  them  that  the 
nooey  had  been  [isid  1  Bat  to  show  the  great 
otopr  there  was  in  taking  only  ex  parte  testi- 
"lony  in  gaah  coses,  ha  would  advert  to  tbe 
V^t  read  by  hie  friend  fVom  Loni^ano,  (Mr. 
'^ULutti,)  which  stated  that  there  was  no 
"«wd  in  the   Treasnry  Deportment  of  the 
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mone^  having  been  received.  That  paper  was 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  Hoc.  Warren  B.  Davis, 
than  whom  a  man  with  a  purer  heart  and  a 
better  head  never  lived.  Now  what  did  Mr. 
Davb  say  in  his  report  on  the  subject?  TPhj, 
in  apeidiiag  of  the  money,  bo  said  "  which  was 
paid,  as  appears  by  the  archives  of  the  proceed- 
ings," et«.  How  daogerons  was  it,  then,  to 
take  a  ^ngle  scrap  of  testimony,  without  em- 
bracing the  whole.  The  gentiemoo  Il-om  Louis- 
iana himself  discovered  bis  error,  and  with  a 
promptitnde  which  did  him  much  credit,  lur- 
nished  to  him  (Mr.  T.)  tbe  certificates  he  bad 
just  read.  He  gave  the  gentieman  frotn  Lonai- 
ana  great  credit  for  his  constant  vigilance  in 
watching  over  the  interests  of  the  country ;  but 
it  was  evident  to  all  that  there  was  great  dan- 
ger in  relying  upon  ex  parte  testimony.  Now, 
after  what  he  had  read,  would  any  gentleman 
get  up  and  defend  the  Government  ag^nst  this 
claim)  Would  anyone  say  that  Uiis  Lyon 
oonld  be  discharged  without  payment  of  his 
fine,  any  more  than  a  defendant  who  had  been 
committed  for  debt,  without  payment  of  that 
debt !  Here  was  the  testimon]r  of  Mr.  Davis 
in  his  report,  speaking  of  tbe  money  oa  having 
been  paid,  and  also  the  certificate  of  the  mar- 
shal to  show  that  the  fine  hod  been  exacted 
from  this  patriot,  who  dared  to  stand  np  for 
those  great  rights  which  Milton  prused  as 
above  all  others  which  man  could  enjoy,  viz: 
the  right  to  speak,  to  write,  or  to  publish.  It 
was  nothing  to  ns  how  tbe  money  was  raised 
to  pay  that  fine — whether  it  was  raised  by  a 

Erize  in  the  lottery,  or  by  a  sabsoription  among 
is  friends.  The  fact  was,  the  money  had  been 
paid.  But  (add  Mr.  T.)  if  there  was  no  other 
way  of  getting  rid  of  the  money,  I  would  bum 
it,  rather  than  it  shoold  remun  to  pollute  the 
Treasnry  any  longer.  Tlie  country  ought  to 
be  glad  of  any  ezcnse  for  getting  rid  of  money 
wrung  from  the  pockets  of  patnots  by  each  an 
odious  law.  If  no  other  way  could  be  found 
to  dispose  of  it,  it  would  be  far  better  to  bum 
it,  ratner  than  it  should  remain  to  pollute  the 
Treasury.  And  if  I  were  at  all  inclined  to  be 
anperstltioUB,  I  ahonld  believe  that  all  the  evils 
which  have  affected  the  country  since  1TS9, 
may  be  attributed  to  the  odious  fine  being  da- 
posited  in  the  Treasury.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by 
hoping  that  no  further  opposition  would  be 
made  to  the  bill,  as  there  could  be  no  one  but 
wbo  believed  that  the  law  under  which  tbe 
fine  was  imposed  was  a  violation  of  the  consti- 

Mr.  Wbllkr  believed  with  tbe  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  that  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion law  was  a  violation  of  the  oonstitution,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  believed  there  were  those 
in  the  country  who  believed  it  to  have  bean  in 
strict  acoordance  with  the  constitution.  If  be 
remembered  correctly,  he  tbotigbt  he  had  read 
a  very  long  argument,  by  a  gentieman  now  a 
member  of  the  House,  in  favor  of  that  law. 
The  gentleman  fVom  South  Oorolina  had  said 
enough  to  satisfy  ever;  one  that  the  bill  ought 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBXDaHENT  OP  THB 


U4T,  1840.] 


Jftuagt/m 


to  pass,  and  tfae  only  qoeation  to  be  decided 
wu,  whether  the  money  bad  been  piud.  If  the 
money  had  been  paid  by  MatCbeir  Lyo 
seemed  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  conrae  that  it 
ought  to  be  repaid.  He  believed  vfth  the  geO' 
tlraum,  that  the  Treasnry  ongbt  no  tooger  to 
be  eontamtnflted — no,  not  for  a  nngle  day,  by 
moaey  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  a  patriot, 
and  placed  in  its  vaults. 

It  wonid  not  do  fbr  gentlemen  tA  my  &tt 
the  money  never  reached  the  TreasDir,  and 
make  that  an  eicuae.    If  the  money  had  been 

Said  over  to  the  ofBcer,  and  that  officer  aqnaa- 
ered  it,  waa  that  any  reaaoa  why  Uomiew 
Lyon  should  suffer  ?  Becaoae  evidenoe  did  not 
appear  in  the  Treaanry  Department  that  the 
money  bad  been  rec^ved,  was  that  to  over- 
throw the  groat  mass  of  testimony  which  ^>- 
peared,  that  the  money  bad  been  pud  by  Lyon! 
Was  it  not  Joat  that  the  Hoase  shoald  act  on 
this  question,  after  it  bad  been  delayed  fbr  so 
long  a  time !  It  had  been  already  delayed  Ions 
enongb.  Year  after  year  had  psMod  away,  and 
was  It  not  very  nn^atefal  for  ns,  in  1840,  to 
deoyjnatioe,  which  had  been  nealectcd  for  so 
long  a  period  t  He  hoped  the  bill  would  pan, 
wiuaout  further  delay ;  and,  believing  that 
«very  gentleman  was  of  the  same  opinion,  he 
moved  the  prevjotts  questiou,  but  withdrew  it 
(it  the  request  of 

Mr.  Pope,  who  wished  to  etal«  a  fbw  fAOt*  in 
relation  to  this  claim. 

Mr.  P.  then  went  on,  at  some  length,  to  state 
that  be  had  been  intimaUly  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Lyon,  who  served  in  Congress  with  him. 
In  the  time  of  Jefferson,  and  tbst  it  was  never 
doubted  that  the  fine  bad  been  paid.  It  was 
nnderatood,  however,  that  the  money  hod  been 
made  iijt  by  Mr.  Lyon's  friends.  On  oonclud- 
ing,  Mr.  P.,  according  to  his  pledge,  renewed 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  but  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  SljlDe,  who  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  the  conviction  of  Lyon  having 
token  place  in  Mr.  S.'s  district.  He  stated  the 
circnmBtancee  of  indignity  accompanying  the 
imprisonment — his  being  paraded  through 
the  district,  thrown  into  a  loathsome  Jul,  and 
deprived  of  the  oae  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper. 
The  Democrats  of  the  day  gathered  In  a  great 
assembly  round  the  Jail — an  assembly  not  equal- 
led by  any  Mr.  S.  b&d  ever  seen,  save  the  grand 
convention  at  Baltimore — and  a  volontory  con- 
tribution was  called  for  and  token  up ;  but  be- 
fore it  could  be  applied,  the  fine  had  been  paid, 
either  through  the  intervention  of  CoL  Lyon's 
friends  in  another  county,  or  by  his  own  means. 
As  Boon  as  Lyon  was  at  the  jail  door,  he  pro- 
claimed that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Oongrees. 
Tbe  cavalcade  which  attended  him  was  half  a 
mile  long — stopped  at  hia  father's  house,  and 
there  all  partook  of  cakes  and  bard  cider,  in 
true  Democratic  style.  Jii.  8.  did  not  believe 
the  fine  bad  ever  been  remitted  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son or  by  Congress. 

Hr,  TmorxB  moved  the  previous  question, 


which  was  seconded,  put,  and  cairltd;  ud 
the  main  question  b«ng  <hi  tbe  passage  of  Ibe 
bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays— yen  1!^ 
nays  15. 

So  the  bill  was  passed, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


MonuT,  May  26. 

Mtuage  Jh>m  the  Prttident—PrttnU  >Mi  Oi 

Imaam  of  Muieat. 

Tbe  Chair  submitted  tbe  following  Kessp 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales : 
Xa  th*  StnvU: 

I  conmiDokite  to  Congress  Bondiy  pspeni  !"■> 
whi<^  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Inuuun  i^  UmA 
has  tnniniitted  to  ttus  conntry,  and,  Ihroo^  ibt 
iccncj  of  the  comrfUnder  of  one  <^  bis  tcxIi, 
offered  for  my  acceptance  a  present,  comWiiif  rf 
honea,  pearls,  uid  other  aiticlea  of  value.  Tin  n- 
Hwcr  of  the  Secrelary  of  BtAte  to  a  leucr  btns  ib« 
agents  of  die  vesael  comTnuulcating  the  <d!tt  of  itt 
present,  and  my  own  letter  to  the  IiDsmti,  in  rtpl.<'U 
one wUch he addieised  tome,  were InletidedMiMtf 
known  In  the  proper  quaMcr  the  raaooni  otM  bl 
IK«cluded  my  acceptance  of  the  pnfl^ied  ^IL  b' 
aimach,  however,  «■  the  commander  of  tha  nnd, 
with  the  view,  is  he  idl^es,  nf  ouryiag  act  UK 
wishes  of  hli  sovereign,  now  off^  the  jxttaa  » 
tha  Go»eronient  of  the  United  Stales,  I  deem  H  ■! 
daty  to  lay  tbo  propceition  before  Coi^ien,  for  nrt 
dispoiitioDU  they  nuy  think  fit  to  make  of  it ;  indl 
take  the  opportuclly  to  suggest  fbr  Uwir  eonaim 
tioD  the  udoptlon  <^  l^islative  provisions,  poinliif 
out  the  FOUHO  which  they  may  deem  it  pnper&r  lb 
EiecutivB  to  pursue  in  any  future  imtaacts  ■b"' 
offcra  of  presents  by  foreign  States,  either  to  Uw  Cw- 
enunmt,  its  legidatlve  or  executive  brandiM,or  in 
isenta  abroad,  may  be  mnic  nnder  drenmatantWF'' 
cludLng  a  reftual  without  Ibaridc  of  ajving  ultait 

The  coireqiondence  betwem  the  D^"*»«*" 
State  and  our  Consul  at  TaDgraia,  will  eaqnaiM  C» 
gress  witii  such  an  Initanee,  in  wUdi  emy  pnf" 
exertion  oa  the  part  of  the  ComoI  to  ntaia  "<■ 
tailing  chane  of  an  intended  present,  pmvcd  in* 
VBiliuE.  The  animals  constituting  it  may,  cuclt 
quentTf ,  under  the  inatructioci  of  the  SernltJ  ^ 
Slate,  be  expected  soon  to  arrive  in  the  CoJW 
Slates,  when  the  authority  of  ConETwe,  u  to  l" 
disposition  to  be  made  of  them,  will  be  ncwswr. 
H.  TAN  BDKKS. 

WAsmxaroH,  Hay  II,  1B40. 

[The  foUowtng  is  a  portion  of  the  docmneolf:] 
New  Took,  Hsy  1,  IMft 
Bir:  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou,  linl" 
.juBlgnees  of  the  ship  Sultaoee,  and  cargo,  bclwigi^ 
to  his  Highness,  Scyhd  Seyhd,  Irosum  of  U'tai, 
just  arrived  st  this  port  from  Zimebar,  we !»"  ^ 
charged  by  the  commander  of  eaid  ship,  AhiW  Ba 
Bamaii,  to  receive  and  bold  snt|iact  to  Jonr  £in- 
leney's  order,  certain  presents  from  lusHif^''*  * 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 
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PcniuBug, 
One  boiPevli, 
Ona  box — Sword. 
We  b^  to  be  faTored  by  yam  Eicellencj'B  Inetrtio- 
tiona,  as  to  the  diipoaltioD  uid  delivery  of  Ihoee  uti- 

We  hare  tbe  bonor  to  be,  sir,  toot  obedient  nr- 
nats.  BABCLAY  b  LITINQSTON. 

Bia  Exodlencj  tba  Fusidbht  of  tbe  U.  S. 

Wuhington. 
DiFUmm  or  Siati, 
WiSBiNOToii,  Ttb  H«j,  le4a 
QntTLMMiv  t  I  am  directed  bj  tbe  Fraiddont  to 
•duunriedge  tbe  receipt  of  yonr  letters  tobita  oTthe 
id  and  Eth  instant,  Informing  Mm  of  the  arrival,  at 
four  port,  of  the  ship  Sultauee,  commanded  bj  Ahmet 
Ben  <*«"■■"_  and  bearing  presents  from  hla  Eighnen, 
the  Imaom  of  Moscat,  for  the  President. 

nie  Pre^atit  ulll  avul  hiooelf  of  the  letim  of 
the  Sultanee,  to  fMimd  an  answer  to  the  Mendljr 
coromuiucation  which  he  received  fKim  hit  Highness, 
and  will  expteM  at  the  same  lime  tba  HTelf  satiAo- 
tion  he  detivea  from  (bis  flist  visit  of  a  vssmI  fnim 
tbe  SoltanSl  dcmiinions  to  the  United  BUtes,  and  bis 
sense  of  tbe  biendlj  diipo^liOD  evinced  bj  hid  EQ^- 
nea  in  tbe  pramnts  which  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  la 
instracted  to  oStir  in  bis  name.  Those  preaenta  the 
ezisting   coastiCudooal   provi- 


Ahmet  Ben  Qaiiuui  of  tbe  drciimgtaDco,  that  such 
Hherdispontionof  tbe  articles  maf  be  made  by  him 
u  will  bert  comport  with  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  Sultan. 
I  am,  gentlemen. 

Tour  obedi«it  servant, 

JOHN  FOBSTTH. 
XeMn,  ButCLAT  and  LirtRosTon,  New  Toik. 

n>  Bit  RnOUney  Habtiii  Vas  BirKn,  Pmidml 

'fOutr^UtdSlaUtof  North Amtriea,  IFoaiUi^toB.- 

Sis:  Hope  the  Almighty  Ood  will  protect  yon, 

uhI  keep  you  in  good  health.    From  Ihia  part  of  the 

•orid,  having  no  news  to  communkete  them  to  yonr 

™«ll*ncy ;    and,  whenever  oj^xntDnity  offbn  for 

Ihil  place,  we  AaU  fed  happy  to  bear  fhim  your  Ei- 

wlltucj.    Witii  any  thing  that  we  can  do  for  yon, 

meet  plenty,  ahdl  feel  happy. 

Written  by  the  order  of  His  ffighnen, 

BBYD  MYD  BIN  SCLTAN  BIN  AHMED, 

Imaiun  of  ICutoat. 

STED  BIN,  CaUaon. 
'^■'nl  Uxsaea,  SSth  Decembv,  1880. 

r«  IR,  Bighntu  Stkt  BlK  Sultam,  Imattm  of  Jfut- 
"*,  Miami  Vm  Bdrik,  Freiidrnt  of  the  Uniitd 
''!'''»  of  Anuriea—GruHnff : 
CMiTiTOOooDraiMD:  By  the  hands  of  Ahmed 
Mn  Haman,  commanding  yoor  Hlghneas'B  ship  Sul- 
™«^  I  had  the  satiefaction  of  receiving  your  High- 
nw»l!etter  of  tbe  19th  of  the  Moon  of  ShawiU,  and 
".MJ  of  the  Hegtra.  It  ha*  been  a  sonrce  of  lively 
wS??"  ^  "•.  ta  WT  <l«*ra  that  frequent  and 
°f™*l  hiterocmrw  should  be  eataUished  between 
™  fMpecUve  countries,  to  behold  a  vewel  bearing 
Sr^n?«*'a  Sag  enter  a  port  of  the  nnlled  SMtM, 
«iijLb^        •ooh  retatfaniwHI  beredpro- 


Wm  ^un  Axmt.  [Jqkb,  18M. 

I  am  hifbnned  that  Ahmet  Ben  Hsman  had  it  Is 
ohaige  (him  your  S^mcaa  to  oBier  for  my  aooept- 
ance,  in  your  name,  a  mnniflcent  present.  I  loid: 
upon  this  friendly  proceeding  on  yonr  part  as  a  new 
proof  of  your  Highness's  draire  to  cultivate  with  ul 
amicable  rcladona  ;  but  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Be- 
public  which  forbids  lis  servants  tram  accepdng  pre*- 
entsfh>mforeignStale8or  Princea, prechtdee me ftom 
reoelvinK  thoee  your  Highness  intended  for  me.  I  beg 
your  fflgmiGB  to  ba  assured  that,  in  thusdeelining  your 
valnable  gift,  I  do  but  petfonn  a  paramount  duty  to  my 
eountry,  and  that  aj  sense  of  the  kindness  wUcfa 
prompted  tbe  offer  is  not  thereby  in  any  degree  abated. 

Wirtiine  health  and  prosperity  to  your  Higbneas, 
power  and  stability  to  your  Qavernnient,  and  to  your 


keqiing. 

By  tbe  Frealdent : 

JOHH   FOISTTB, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 

WUHiHDTOic,  Uay  8,  1840. 

The  Uesssge  tud  documents  were  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Belationa,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TnrBSDAT,  Jnne  18.^ 

Haath  of  the  Beprttenlatite  Anton  ^wen. 

Hr.  TALLuaDOB  rose,  and  addressed  the  Ben- 
ftte  an  follows : 

Ur.  PaisiDEirr :  The  message  Aom  the  other 
Hotise,  which  has  Just  been  read,  announces 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Anbon  Bbown,  late  a 
RepresentAtive  in  that  body  from  the  State  of 
New  York. 

I  rise  to  ask  of  the  Senate  that  tribute  of  ro- 


ll .         . 

tions.  'Bat  a  few  days  have  elapsed  s 
deoeased  was  here  in  the  regular  discharge  of 
tbe  important  duties  of  Ills  station.  Before  he 
left  for  home,  I  heard  him  speak  of  his  indis- 
poaitdon,  but  I  had  no  apprehension  of  eerioaa 
lUneM,  rnnoh  less  this  sudden  aod  unexpected 
termination  of  his  disease.  He  died  at  his  own 
readence  in  Ballston,  last  Snnday  evening,  aor- 
roimded  by  his  familjr  and  friends. 

Ur.  Bbowr  was  Bgentiemao  of  a1it)eral  educa- 
tion, and  distingaished  sCtainmeDts  as  a  scholar, 
of  high  standing  in  the  l^al  profession,  and 
posnnoaed  in  an  eminent  degree  tlie  esteem  and 
oonfidenoe  of  all  who  had  Uie  good  fortune  to 
make  his  aoquuntaQce.  He  was  kind  and  ami- 
able in  his  interooDTse  in  society,  and  no  one 
was  more  happy  in  bis  domeetio  relations.  As 
a  husband  and  father,  none  can  Mlj  appreci- 
ate his  virtnee,  exoepi  those  who  have  been 
called  to  monm  his  loss.  My  heart  bleeds  to 
contemplate  tbe  desolation  of  the  widow  and 
the  orphan  whom  this  afflictive  bereavemeot 
has  left  behind.  Oat  off  in  the  vigor  of  man- 
hood, and  in  the  midst  of  his  nsefUnesa,  the 
commnnit;  has  lost  one  of  its  most  valnable 
members,  and  his  friends  one  of  their  moat 
oheririied  associates. 

His  mddeu  death  Is  one  of  those  inscrutable 
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dUpeDs&tiona  of  Providence  to  which  wt  _  . 
alllWDndto  bow  with  purrect  Bubmis^on.  I 
will  oolj  add,  that  he  v.-as  a  riian  or  the  strict- 
est int«gritj  and  honor,  aod  that  he  lived  re- 
tipected,Bnd  died  lamented  bf  all  who  knew  him. 

As  B  tribute  of  respect  for  his  memory,  I 
mova  for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  the  foUow- 
ing  resolutions : 

Bfolttd,  That  the  membera  of  the  Senate  will  tea- 
tifj  their  respect  for  the  mpmorjr  of  the  deceaaed, 
bf  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  tpue  of 
thirty  days. 

Hi$olMd,  That  as  a  farther  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceoaed,  the  Senate  do  noi 

The    reaolntioDS    were    then    nnanimonaly 
adopted, 
And  Uie  Senate  atljonnied. 


H0D8S  OF  REPBEaSNTATTVEfl. 

TRDBSDaT,  Jane  18. 

Death  of  lite  Bepraeatatite  Aruon  Brvwn. 

The  Joornal  having  been  read — 

Ur.  CuBTi^  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

Ur,  Spbue&r:  In  the  absence  of  one  of  my 
colleagues,  who  has  been  a  member  of  this 
Ilouse  much  longer  than  any  of  hia  compan- 
ions, circumstancea,  iu  the  opinion  of  my  ool- 
leagnes,  have  imposed  upon  me  tliis  morning 
the  perfonnance  of  a  most  pmnfbl  duty. 

I  have  risen,  sir,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
Honae,  if  possible,  for  a  few  minutes,  to  an- 
noasce  that  death  has  pawed  npon  one  of  its 
membera;  that  death  has  broken  the  ranks  of 
the repsesentation  from  the  Stateof  New  York. 
The  honorable  Akson  Brown,  a  Representative 
from  that  Stale,  died  at  his  own  residence,  iu 
the  county  of  Saratoga,  on  Sunday  evening  last, 
at  ten  o'clock. 

Bat  a  few  days  since,  not  now  more  than  ten 
or  twelve,  I  met  him,  and  conversed  with  him 
at  one  of  the  doors  of  tliis  hall.  He  said  he 
was  aliout  to  visit  his  family  for  a  few  days, 
and  that,  before  any  final  decision  nf  the  House 
ahould  take  place  upon  the  subject  then  and 
now  the  principal  topic  of  daily  discussion,  he 
expected  to  l>e  again  in  his  place;  indeed,  he 
said  a  letter  from  any  friend,  notifying  him  of 
its  necessity,  would  command  bis  immediate 
return.  He  shook  me  by  the  hand,  and  tamed 
from  me  w  ith  some  cheeriiil  expressions  of  kind- 
ness. 1  sair  him  Uien,  for  the  last  time.  Alas! 
sir,  he  has  now  gone  tieyond  the  calls  of  pub- 
lic duty,  and  the  summons  of  private  Mend' 
ship  addressed  to  him  now  will  fall  npon 

•'  Th*  dun  mid  au  oTdMUL' 

It  was  known  to  some  of  Lis  colleagues  and 
more  Intimate  friends  that,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session,  Ur.  Bsowh  hod  been  the 
victim  of  impaired  health;  and  yet,  ^,  his 
death  was  not  more  expected  than  that  of  the 
most  vigorouB  of  tu  who  oconpy  these  places 


to-day.  Bat,  air,  the  eveDt  provea  that,  tnra 
the  first  day  be  entered  this  ball,  the  hhni  of 
disease  was  constantly  pressing  him  dowovird 
to  the  grave  in  which  death  has  now  laid  b'lm. 
The  event  proves  that,  while  his  colleagnts, 
from  his  punctual  attendance  upon  the  dmia 
of  this  House,  regarded  him  as  W  siightlj  in- 
disposed, he  was  in  fact  struggling,  in  th«  per- 
formance of  his  public  duty,  with  the  ptngs  of 
a  &tal  malady. 

I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  apeak  of  this  true- 
hearted  man  as  his  character  deserves.  I  miS 
check  the  promptings  of  friendship,  earlj  «- 
tablishcd,  and  long  continued,  without  icitr- 
ruption.  But  I  may  say  of  him,  to  tboHvbo 
were  not  familiar  with  hia  character,  that  be 
poseesved  a  miud  so  illuminated  by  1(iio«led|« 
and  reflection,  a  spirit  ao  imbued  wit^  iief 
sentiments  of  patriotism,  that,  in  the  abseiiK 
of  physical  infirmity,  be  was  fitted  foraorwf 
of  distinction  and  nseflilness  in  this  House  ibi 
woald  have  reflected  honor  upon  his  oonstitg- 
ents  and  the  people  of  the  State  to  vhicli  l>e 
belonged. 

It  was  not  without  the  greatest  reluctsuHin 
the  part  of  Mr.  Browk,  that  the  people  of  bit 
district  induced  him  to  enter  upon  the  dntio 
of  publio  life ;  and  it  was  his  intention  it  tbc 
close  of  his  term  of  office  to  have  rMired  to 
those  more  congenial  pursuits  of  a  private  citi- 
zen, which  he  unwillingly  surrendered  at  0« 
solicitation  of  his  friends.  He  loved  hishiw 
family,  his  neighbors,  and  the  apee^  Q- 
citemcnt  of  a  profession  in  which  he  bsd 
acquired  the  distinction  of  a  sound  and  •U' 
■  iwyer. 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  matter  of  con»<Jiti(" 
'ith  his  colleagues,  since  in  the  provideoMof 
God  the  career  of  onr  valued  friend  wti  nov 
to  be  cnt  short  in  the  meridian  of  his  li^  tbil 
the  fatal  arrow  did  not  reach  him  while  k|«- 
rated  from  the  solace  of  his  family  sail  the 
comforts  of  his  home.  He  has  dosed  an  b^i- 
orable  life  in  the  midst  of  those  who  kne*  I'iix 
bestand  honoredand  loved  him  most.  B«li» 
finished  life  where  he  began  it.  At  the  hour 
of  death  he  was  surrounded  by  those  who  knt* 
him  as  an  affectionate  husband,  a  tender  6ih«, 
a  faithful  son,  a  kind  neighbor,  a  high-mioiH 
patriotic  citizen,  and  a  devoted  Christian. 

Sir,  I  knew  this  departed  friend  for  years  tbit 
run  back  to  the  days  of  college  remambiain«. 
I  know,  too,  the  intelligent  constitneacj  ^^ 
he  represented.  They  are  the  people  of  S«n- 
toga  and  Schenectady,  two  of  tlie  oldest  tud 
most  renowned  counties  in  the  hisKay  of  >e* 
York.  Among  that  people  he  was  bora; 
among  them  he  had  gained  an  enviable  daitf- 
ter  for  purity  of  pnrpoee,  and  for  honor  W' 
fidelity  iu  all  the  relations  of  life ;  among  than 
be  lived  in  the  affectionate  regards  of  DBtnertw 
friends,  and  in  the  universal  respect  and  wm- 
dence  of  his  fellow-oitiwDS,  of  all  cUbsm  «» 
parties.  In  his  untimely  death,  his  district 
sust^ns  an  iirepursble  loss,  the  State  b  bereav- 
ed of  ons  of  her  worthiest  aona,  and  this  Bob" 
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hfti  peiied  with  k  member  whcwe  lifo  and  cod- 
Tenktioa  were  an  honor  to  its  bod^. 

Sir,  it  is  not  mj  office  to  speak  of  the  ad- 
monition to  na  who  aorvive  that  comes  from 
tlie  earlr  grave  of  one  of  our  fellowa.  It  can- 
not fail,  however,  sir,  to  teach  na  "what 
shadows  we  are,"  and,  arresting  us  in  the 
midst  of  thig  scene  of  active  and  exciting  em- 
plof  ment,  it  must  remind  ns  "  wliat  shMows 

Ur.  CiTBTua  therenpon  submitted  Hie  Avow- 
ing reaolntions : 

Sfolted,  That  this  House  bss  heard  nith  deep 
KOBlHlitT  of  tlia  deatb  of  the  Hon.  Akboh  Bbowm, 
1  member  from  the  Scate  of  New  To^  which  took 
pie  it  his  nsidence,  at  Bslliton  Spa,  on  the  11th 

RttUvd,  Thai,  is  a  maik  of  respect  for  the 
0C7  or  the  deceased,  the  memttna  of  this  Hons. 
wear  cnpe  on  the  left  ann  for  the  space  of  tblitj  da^ 

Wtiich  resolutions  being  nnanimonsi/  adopt- 
ed, therenpon  the  Honae,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cdbtiss, 

Adjuomed. 

m  BSNATB. 

FsniaT,  Jnne  2S. 
Commerea  and  Natigation. 
The  Tioc  Pruudkht  rabmitted  a  report 
from  the  Bucretarj  of  the  Treasor;,  enclosing 
the  aonoel  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
uvigatioQ  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
ending  September  80,  1839;  which  was  iud 
Q  the  table,  and  the  nsnal  nnmber  of  extra 


her,  1B39: 
Registered 
BnnUed 


120,988  S4.96 


copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
We  copy  the  foUowinff  abi 
tenia  of  this  dooameDt  from  the  letter  of  the 


Begister  to  the  Becretarj  of  the  Treascrj  ; 

Hie  imports  during  the  year  have  amonnted  to 
|1E!,092,1B3,  of  which  there  vss  imported  in  Amer- 
ictm  vessels  |143,S74,352,  and  in  foii^n  vessels 
|ia,SI7,Hao.  The  exports  during  the  ;ear  have 
imouoted  to  (ISI.OSMl^  of  which  |10.1,S33,SS1 
■crc  of  domestic,  snd  |17,4M,tiSS  of  foreign  articles. 
Otlhe  domestic  STticies,  (63,137,014  were  exported 
in  Ameiicsn  vessels,  snd  t!t,40«,8T7  In  foreign 
reack  Of  the  for^  articles,  (12,600,434  were 
tiponed  in  American  vessels,  snd  (4,884,091  in  fcr- 
«pi  >e«ela.  1,491,279  tons  of  American  shippli^ 
nlemj,  sod  1,471,9!B  tons  ctesred  ftom  the  ports 
oru»  United  gtates.  «a4,8I4  tons  of  foreign  ship- 
V^  entered,  and  611,889  tons  cleared  during  the 
■une  period. 
^  regiuered  tomuge,  as  coiteoted  at  this  office, 

iiWstedat         .  -      834,244  M.BB 

lot  earalled  and  Uoeiwed  tonm^e 

"  •  -  -  -  l,lS3,a51  8S.95 

^  flriung  vessels  at        -  -      108,882  34.90 

Tons  9,096,478  81.90 

Of  the  registered  and  enrolled  ton- 

ucp,  UDOunting,  m  before  sta- 

<«.  to  ...    1,987,796  47.90 

'one  were  emplojed  in  the  irtisle 

•^letj  .  .  ,       181,840  S5.90 


HoKDAT,  June  39. 
NoTiA'^atUm  Sowidar]/. 

The  following  Heesage  was  received  from 
the  Preddent  of  the  Unittfd  States,  hj  Mr.  A. 
Van  Bubbh,  his  Beoretary : 
7b  iKeSmatt: 

The  importance  of  the  subject  to  the  trenqulUItr 
of  <fU'countr7  makes  it  proper  that  I  ahouid  com* 
mnnicale  to  the  Senate,  In  addiUon  to  die  inrormation 
heretofore  transmitted  in  rcplj  to  their  rexolution  of 
the  ITth  of  January  last,  the  oopj  of  a  letter  just  re- 
ceived fhnn  Mr.  Fox,  announcing  the  determication 
of  the  BriUsh  Oovemment  to  consent  to  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Isst  proportion  for  tha  settlement  of  the 
qneetioQ  of  the  Iforlh-esBtem  boundary,  with  a  ct^j 
of  the  answer  made  to  it  b;  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  cannot  doubt  Chat,  with  the  sincere  disposEUon 
which  sctuales  both  Ciovenunents  to  prevent  sny 
other  thsD  an  amicable  teiminatjon  of  the  contro- 
versy, it  will  be  found  practicable  so  lo  arrange  the 
detwla  of  a  conventional  agreement  on  the  principles 
ailoded  to  ss  to  effect  that  olyecL 

The  British  commlssionera,  in  their  report  com- 
municated by  Ur.  Fox,  eipieu  an  opinion  that  the 
true  line  of  the  treaty  of  1788  Is  materially  different 
from  that  so  long  contended  for  by  Qreat  Britsin. 
The  report  is  altogether  tx  partt  in  its  otmtacter,  and 
ttss  not  yet,  ss  fkr  ss  we  are  inTormed,  been  adopted 
by  the  British  OovernmeoL  It  bss,  however,  as- 
sumed a  form  sufficiently  authentic  and  important  to 
justify  the  belief  that  it  is  to  be  used  hereafUr  by  the 
British  Govenunent  In  the  discusuon  of  the  question 
of  boODdory,  and  ss  it  di{&n  essentially  from  tbc  line 
clsimed  by  the  United  States,  sn  immediate  prepara- 
tory exploration  and  sorvey  on  our  part,  by  commis- 
sionen  l^)pointcd  for  that  purpose,  til  the  portions  of 
the  territory  therein  more  puticulariy  broa^t  into 
view,  woald,  in  mj  oi^nion,  be  proper.  If  Congress 
concur  with  me  b  this  view  of  the  subject,  a  provi- 
sion by  them  to  enable  the  Executive  to  carry  it  into 
elfect,  win  be  neocMsiy. 

U.  TAN  BUBBN. 
WAaBnniTOB,  27th  June,  1840. 

"WEDinsDAT,  Jnly  1. 
Admittim  of  Fhrida. 

Mr.  tVALZEB,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  had  been  referred  varions  memiirials  on 

e  anbject,  reported 

A  bill  for  the  admission  of  Florida  into  the 

□ion  on  certain  conditions. 

[The  bill  provides  that  the  State  shall  em- 
brace the  territories  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
as  described  in  the  coustitotion  adopted  by  the 
people  of  Florida,  January  11, 1889.] 

Also  a  bill  providing  for  the  division  of 
.  orida,  and  the  admission  of  the  States  of 
East  and  West  Flotida. 
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[Thia  bill  provides  that,  after  the  admiaaioa 
of  Florida,  the  Legialftture  ma^  pass  a  law 
dividing  tJie  State  into  tvo  States,  to  be 
deaisiu^  East  and  West  Florida— the  divid- 
ing line  to  be  the  Suwannee  Blver,  without 
ibrUier  proceedings  ofOongress,  hat  not 
it  is  ascertained  that  the  popnlatioii  eai 
wen  as  weet  ot  the  Snwannee  aball  exceed  thirty 
tiunuand.l 

The  billa  were  recpeotJTel^r  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 


Fbidat,  Jnlf  S. 

Section  qf  Preiident  of  tA«  Senatt  pro  tern. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  bf  the  Secre- 

tor)',  end  inimediat«Ij  proceeded  to  ballot  for 

a  President  jirv  fompws. 

The  ballots  having  been  ooonted,  it  speared 

that 

The  whole  UDDiber  of  votas  given  was  -    SB 

Of  which  Ifr.  Enia  received         -        -    28 

Scattering  -  -  -        -      6 

Hr.  Eiira,  having  received  a  majori^  of  the 

whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 

dnly  elected  Prcwdent  of  the  Benate  pro  t«m. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  and  Ur.  Emonr  having  con- 
ducted Mr.  Knia  to  the  chair,  he  addressed  the 
Senate  aa  follows : 


OlKTLniEN  or  VHI  BlKATt 

rience  have  convinced  me  that,  so  long 
continDcs  to  be  dtBtiDgolahed,  is  hercti^ore,  hj  order 
and  regulaiity  in  its  proceedings,  ind  bj  deoorum  in 
debate,  ilie  preBidlng  officer  will  bare  no  difflcnit 
tssk  to  perform.  Under  these  imprenioDS,  I  enter 
upon  the  dieclurge  of  the  duties  jou  bare  been  kind 
enongh  to  devolve  on  me.  I  shall  endeavor  as  far 
es  poBHble  to  discliarge  tbeee  duties  &ithftilly ;  I 
knoir  that  I  will  diacbsige  Ihem  hraiMtly.  Uy  ear- 
neat  desire  U  to  do  Justice  to  all,  and  preserve  order, 
should  it  ever  be  uifortoDately  departed  fi^m ;  bat 
I  shall  endeavor  to  preserre  it  in  a  manner  least  of- 
fensive to  any  individual  member.  Shonld  I  at  an; 
time  fall  into  error,  these  errors  will,  I  tmst,  meet 
with  the  kind  Indulgence  of  the  Senate,  and  that  J 
shall  constantly  receive  the  idd  and  seristsnce  of 
every  hononble  Senator,  in  the  diadiarge  of  the 
duties  to  which  J  am  called.  Should  I  reorive  that, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  be  discdisiged  satis- 
&ctoiily.  I  lender  you  my  slncera  thanks  tw  (he 
hmor  yOQ  have  conferred  upon  me. 


The  Senate  concnrrod  in  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  Eonso  for  qapointing  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress,  nnleas 
he  had  some  further  commonicationa  to  make, 


were  now  ready  adjourn;  and  the  Preddest 
pro  (em.  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  com- 
mitl«e  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

'Hi.  Hubbabd,  fh)m  the  Joint  Cmnmittee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  reported  that  it  bid 
waited  on  the  President  to  receive  any  fnitber 
commonications  he  tnigbt  l>e  pleased  to  nial;e, 
was  informed  bj  the  President  that  he  do 
further  businees  to  conunusioate,  and  wished 
each  Senator  a  h^py  retium  4o  his  home^ 

Mr.  Phblpb  introduced  a  resolntion,  wMch 
was  carried  unanimously,  tiunking  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  tor  the  able  and  impartial  man- 
ner in  whloh  he  had  diadharged  uie  doties  of 
his  station. 

Mr.  Tappan  thea  moved  that  the  Sensde 
acMoum  stns  die. 

The  PsEaiDBNT  lire  tern,  having  reenmed  tht 
chair,  addressed  the  Senate  as  followa : 

GlDRLBiixa  or  imi  BnaTC :   Onr  veij  jmitnetad 

Hion  haa  drawn  to  a  dose.     Whether  our  time  hu 

en  employed  In  a  numner  most  ctHiducive  to  the 
public  inlereat,  is  not  for  me  to  detemuDe.  But  I 
take  tlds  occasion  to  say,  and  I  do  It  with  mudi  plen- 
ure,  that  if  censure  attaches  anywhere,  thia  Home 
is  not  justly  liable  to  any  portion  of  it  Here  bea- 
ness  has  met  with  no  improper  or  unusual  obetrac- 
Every  subject  of  a  le^otive  tiantMr  wlridi 
has  readied  us  from  tiis  oUier  Honse,  baa  beat 
finally  disposed  of — our  duty  lias  beat  faithfuD j  pa- 
foimed.  The  course  pursued  by  this  hononUde  boi} 
dming  this  sesaon,  agitatine  and  cicitiog  as  it  has 
been,  is  well  calculated  to  isjae  it  still  bigner  in  the 
esteem  and  conSdeuce  of  the  people  throogbovt  tbb 
~ide«pread  land.  Decorum  In  debate  has  disiaeter- 
ed  its  proceedings ;  and  a  proper  aelf-teqieet  and 
dignity  of  deportment  has  mailed  the  condoct  ef 
each  honorable  Senator.  I  most  be  permitted,  giB- 
tlemen,  to  return  yon  my  sineen  thilika  for  yem 
tipressioD  of  approbeUnt  of  iny  oBdsI 
>  ttte  beat  of  toy  aluli^  I  have  discfauged 
the  duxica ;  and  the  impartiality  eceorded  to  ne  1^ 
each  honorable  Senator,  is  a  ioutee  of  heartfelt  gnii- 
fication.     Uy  object  has  ever  been  to  enforee  tbe 


rules,  to  preserre  order,  but  to  inflict  pain  on  n 
one.    If,  however,  I  hare  on  any  oc 
the  feelings  of  any  Sraiator,  I  tue  t 


lyoccarion  weanded 


u  eipreas  my  deqt  regret,  and  to  ask  hk  pn^ 

Hay  yon  retom,  gentlemen,  in  safety  to  jtm 
homes  and  fkmilies;  and  may  prosperity  and  baj^ 
0  be  the  lot  of  you  and  yonn.    I  Md  you,  one  and 
1,  a  kindly  farewell. 

The  motion  to  a^onm  was  then  pnt  and 
carried;  and 

The  Prbbidbnt  pro  tern,  annoimced  that  the 
Benate  of  the  United  SUtea  stood  a^jonnied 
tineilM. 


[The  Honse  of  Bepresentativea  also  a^joortied 
on  this  day,  it'ns  die.1 
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TWEUn-SIXTH  C01fGEESS.-SEC0iro  SESSION. 


PBOCIEDINGS  AND  DSBATXa 


SENATE   AND   HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


nr  BKITA'TK. 

UoSDtr,  December  1, 1840. 

This  being  the  Aaj  set  apart  bj  tiio  constitn- 
lion  for  the  me«tiiiK  of  CoDgress,  at  19  o'clock, 
the  SecreUrj,  in  tbe  absence  of  the  prenidiog 
officer,  called  the  Senate  to  order,  and  there 
being  no  quorum  nresent, 

On  motion  of  Jlr.  Wkioht,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

noUBX  OF  BSPBBSBNTATiyXB. 

Mo!n>AT,  December  1. 


The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll  b?  States, 
wheo  nine^-eight  members  appeared. 

The  following  gentlemen  elecl«d  to  fill  the 
TKueies  oocasioned  b?  the  resignation  and 
dwh  of  former  members,  were  then  annonnoed, 
and  Hverall;  took  the  nsual  oath ;  viz : 

Mesgrs.  Chablbs  MoOlubi,  of  Pennsjlvania; 
RohirtO.  Wujthrop,  of  Masaachnsetts ;  Jebe- 
iiiAH  MoBKow,  of  Ohio ;  Hbnri  8.  Labb,  of 
""Kana;  Wiluan  W,  Boabbkait,  of  Connec- 
^(;  Nicholas  B.  Dob,  of  Kew  York;  John 
*>■  TuoMFSDN,  of  Kentaaky. 

The  Spsaksb  then  ooonted  the  Honse,  and 
there  being  no  qnoram, 
The  Hoose  a^onrned. 


TuBODAT,  December  8. 
At  IS  o'clock,  the  Hon.  W.  K.  Krao,  Presi 
"wi.rM  taapon,  called  the  Senate  to  order, 
7*  It  being  ascertained  that  there  was  not  a 
1««nni  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sioth,  of  Indiana,  the  Sen- 
"*  Mjonmed  nuUl  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock. 
»eu  XIV.— 10 


HODSE  OF  BSPKKBSNTATIVXB. 

TuBSDAT,  December  8. 
After  the  Jonmal  of  jesterdaj  bad  been  read, 

.»jd  it  appeiu^ng  there&om  that  the  Hooae  had 

B^nmed  for  want  of  a  quonun. 
The  Bpbaxbb  directed  the  Olerk  to  call  over 

the  names  of  the  absentees. 
Ur.  DoDOK,  Delegate  from  Iowa,  and  Hr. 

Dtnr,  Delegate  from  Wisconsin,  were  then  dnlf 

qualified,  and  took  tbelr  seats. 
There  being  now  a  qnonim, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tauatkbso,  It  waa 
Xnolvd,  That  a  committee  be  appohited  on  (be 

part  of  this  Houm,  to  join  inch  committee  u  ma; 

be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  w^t  on 

the  Preaideiit  of  the  United  Bute^  and  Inform  bin 

that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  Is  anembhd,  and 

that  Congress  Is  now  readj  to  receive  any  conunn- 

nlcation  be  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Tauafsrso  and  Mr.  Oati 
JoBBsoN  were  appointed  the  said  oommlttee  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tauafbbbo  ofiered  the  following ; 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
Informing  tbst  bodj  that  a  quonm  of  the  Home  of 
Rcpresentatirea  is  assembled,  and  that  the  Hooat 
Is  read  J  to  proceed  to  business. 

Abolition  of  SloMry. 

Mr.  Adaus  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to- 
morrow move  to  rescind  the  2lBt  rule  of  the 
House  adopted  on  the  S6th  of  Janoarj  last; 
which  is  OS  follows: 

"No  petition,  memoiial,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per praying  the  abolition  of  slaTer;  In  the  District 
of  Colombia,  or  any  State  or  TeiritOfr,  or  ft* 
HlaTe-trado  between  the  States  or  Territories  ef  the 
United  Staler  in  vrhich  it  now  eTiate,  shall  be  re. 
ccJTcd  hj  this  noiiEc,  or  eotertidned  in  any  way 
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ABRIDOHENT  OF  THB 


[sen  Com. 


Ur.  Oabbt  obaerred,  that  h«  bad  jmrt  learned 
tlier«  was  do  qnonun  present  In  the  Senate; 
and,  as  there  would  probBblj  be  none  to-daf, 
he  would  move  that  nte  Hooae  adjourn. 

The  House  a^ouraed. 


m  SENATE. 


The  Senate  wa>  called  to  order  b;  the  Hon. 
W.  K.  Kino,  President  cm  tempore. 

The  Hod,  WiLua  P.  SUnodk,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Caroliaa  a  Senator  from 
tliat  State,  for  the  unexpired  term  oocasioned 
bj  the  rusignatioii  of  the  Hon.  Bbdfdbd  BitowK, 
appeu^  was  qualified,  and  took  his  leat  in  the 
Senate. 

A  message  was  reeeired  from  the  House  of 
Bepresenti^Tea,  stating  that  a  qnormn  of  that 
bod;  was  asEembled,  and  were  read;  to  proceed 
to  busioesB. 

A  message  was  also  received  tioia  the  House 
Df  Representatives,  stating  thai  -'      '    ■ 
the  following  Jtunt  reeolntion : 

Anftwd^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  Eouie,  to  Join  inch  committee  aa  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Beaate,  to  waic  on 
tilt  FrcBident  of  the  iJnttcd  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houaes  is  aMrmbled,  and 
that  CoDgren  is  now  ready  to  reeeire  an;  i 
cation  be  ma;  be  pleased  to  make. 

And  that  Mr.  TALii,TEBBO  and  Ur.  Gate 
JoBKBON  were  appointed  the  stud 
the  part  of  the  Hooae. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  WnoBT  tlie  meaaage  of  the 
Honse  was  concurred  in;  wherenpoo  Meaars. 
Wrioht  and  HuiiTiira»oN  were  ^pointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Benate. 

Mr.  Wbiqht,  ttam  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
Dointcd  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  had  aaserobled,  and  ware  read/  to 
recdvo  an;  commonications  bemight  be  pleased 
to  make,  reported  that  the;  had  performed  diat 
dnt;,  and  that  the  President  bod  replied  that 
be  would  immediatel;  make  a  communioation 
to  them  in  writing. 

Jfoto^  <ff  tAa  Frmdtut, 
The  following  Message  fhim  the  President  of 
Oie  Uni(«d  8tate»  was  received  by  Mr.  V*if 
Bdbes,  his  private  Becretar; : 
AUoiH»/u«u  of  tkt  Bumt* 

oiu'  Soutc  of  RtprtrntUaUt**  : 
Onr  devout  grmtitude  is  due  lo  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing for  huviug  graclousl;  continued  to  our  beloved 
countr;,  ihrough  the  vlcissttades  of  another  year, 
the  Invsloable  blessings  of  health,  plentj,  and 
peace.  Seldom  has  this  favored  land  been  so  gen- 
erallf  exempted  from  (he  nvagM  ofdlaeue,  or  the 
labor  of  (he  hndiandman  more  amply  rewarded; 
and  never  befora  have  our  rela(ioni  wi(b  other 
coaatrie*  been  placed  on  a  more  bvorable  bstis 
than  (hat  which  ibey  so  hap[u[;  occupy  at  this  criti- 
cal conjuncture  la  the  allkin  of  the  worid.    A  rigid 


and  peraevering  abstinenee  from  all  InttifcKMt 
with  the  domestic  and  polHicsl  relstiDDi  nf  via 
States,  alike  due  to  the  genhu  tad  ditiittiiTi 
character  of  our  Government  and  te  the  priDtiph) 
by  which  It  is  directed;  a  faithful  obierraoK,h 
the  management  of  our  fordgn  relstiom,  of  Ibi 
pnetice  of  speaking  plainly,  desHng  jintlj,  ni 
reqidring  troth  and  justice  bi  retam,  ttilit  bat 
conierTatlTes  of  the  peace  of  nations ;  a  Uriel  a 
partiality  In  onr  maniEestationa  lA  frienddiip,  il 
tha  commerclsl  priTilegei  we  cooeede,  and  Ibof 
we  require  from  others:  these,  accompanitd b; ■ 
dispoddon  as  prompt  to  maintain,  la  (Ter;  rbh- 
gencj,  oar  own  rigbls,  as  We  are  from  ynadii 
averse  to  (he  invasion  of  those  of  othen,  han  fini 
to  our  country  and  Government  a  itaniliiig  in  tbr 
great  family  of  natimu,  of  which  we  have  Jtul  cux 
to  be  proud,  and  the  advantages  of  whidiut«' 
perienced  by  our  citiiens  thraughont  everj  pMtn 
of  tha  earth  to  which  their  enterpri^g  uid  ti^n- 
tuTDua  spirit  may  carry  them.  Few,  if  any,  nnah 
insensible  te  the  value  ef  onr  frienddiip,  or  igsHia 
of  the  terms  on  which  it  can  be  acqniKd,  udbj 
which  it  can  alone  be  preaerred. 

A  series  of  qnestlons  of  long  Btaafng,  diMI 
is  thek  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  tnV' 
qoences,  In  which  the  rights  of  our  ddmn  dI 
tha  honor  of  the  country  were  deei^y  huohrt 
have,  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  yean,  (lln  mW  <i 
them  during  the  snccenful  adminiiitntkn  ofal 
immediate  predecessor,)  been  brought  lo  s  Mii- 
fcelory  fouclaaion ;  and  the  most  iroport»ntofll« 
remaining  are,  I  tm  happy  to  IxiieTa,  id  >  w 
way  of  being  speedily  and  satisfactorily  idjiutrd 

With  all  the  powers  of  the  world  onr  tiMon 
are  those  of  honorable  peace,  ^ce  j(nr  tl^is"^ 
ment,  nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  iutempiti' 
threaten  this  desirable  h«rmonv.  If  clou*  ia" 
lowered  above  the  other  hemiaphere,  they  Un  lul 
cast  their  portentous  shadows  upon  ourhsppT  i""^ 
Bound  by  no  eouoBllng  alliances,  jet  linWb'i 
common  nature  and  Interest  with  the  other  uliw 
of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are  for  the  preKmlwi 
of  peace,  In  whose  solid  and  ddlliinf  trimnpbi^ 
may  participate  with  a  generoQS  emotetioD.  T(< ' 
behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for  any  eveDt,  ud  t) 
be  always  ready  to  maintun  thosa  juat  aad  c^fit' 
ened  principles  of  national  Intercoiiraa,  ftir  «^ 
this  Government  has  ever  contended.  Intbiiboa 
contending  empires,  it  is   only  by  as 


their  independent  rights. 

The  eicitement  which  grew  out  of  the  teri'i^ 
controversy  between  Vae  United  States  uid  ^ 
Britain  having  in  a  great  measure  sabsiiM,  f  s 
hoped  that  a  favourable  period  issppraaehirg  ibr^ 
"     '  Betllemcnt,     Both  Governments  n      '" 


convinced  of  the  dangers  with  which  the  q««^ 
is  fraught ;  and  it  must  be  their  dedre,  ■■  il  b  U"* 
interest,  that  this  perpetud  cause  of  )frii«i>« 
shoeld  be  removed  as  speedily  as  pnelinblp.  ^ 
my  last  annual  mcsasge  you  wera  iDfonerd  iu| 
the  proposition  for  a  commisslou  ''''«^P'*"^;'5TIj 
survey  promised  by  Great  Britain  bad  been  '"^^ 
and  that  a  counter  prttjeet,  Including  also  a  pK^'™ 
for  theccHoin  and  final  adjustment  of  the  fur"" 


dispute,  was  then   before  the  B -- 

for  its  contideration.  The  answer  of  Ibtl  Gurn^ 
ment,  accompanied  by  addltionsl  proporition!  onn 
own,  wat  recdved,  throngh  Its  mlalstet  hect,  s>" 
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jtm  (epuB^on.  TheM  wen  prompll;  eoiuidercd : 
nictk  u  vera  deemed  correct  in  principle,  vid  con 
aiteot  with  a  due  lenrd  to  tbe  jtut  righti  of  lb( 
Cnited  States  ud  of  the  State  of  Maine,  concurred 
ia ;  ud  the  reafona  for  duseadng  from  the  residue, 
with  ■□  additional  loggeatioD  on  oar  part,  commo- 
Dicated  by  thi  Secntar?  of  State  to  Hr.  Fox.  That 
Xiniiter,  not  faeUng  hioMelf  lofScieDtlr  initruclcd 
upoD  Mme  of  the  pmota  niied  in  the  diiciuuon, 
felt  tt  to  bo  his  dnt;  to  refer  the  matter  lo  his  own 
GoTenunent  for  its  ftarther  deimaD.  HsTuig  now 
been  fbr  soma  time  onder  Its  advlsuiMnt,  a  speed; 
uiiver  may  Im  confidentlj  expected.  Frcnn  the 
clisncler  of  the  points  still  in  diSerence,  and  the 
ondoubted  disposi^n  of  both  parties  to  bring  the 
mtUer  to  an  early  coDcliuuon,  I  look  with  entirs 
conGdeDoe  to  a  prompt  and  sMisiaalary  termina- 
tioDof  ihe  DCfotiatioD.  Three  commissioners  were 
({fKUDted  sboTtl;  after  the  adjoammeot  of  Con- 
ensM,  nnder  the  act  of  the  last  sessioD  providiog 
for  the  exploration  and  sorre;  of  tbe  line  which 
leparatAi  the  States  of  Ualne  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  Pronnces ;  they  have  been  ac- 
tively employed  nntU  their  prograss  was  intemipted 
bj  tbe  indanenoy  of  the  seaaoD,  and  will  resume 
Iheir  labora  as  soon  at  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
year. 

It  it  oadsntood  that  their  reqwoUTe  exsmiatfons 
wilt  throw  new  light  upon  the  sulgect  In  contrOTMsy, 
snd  aerre  to  remove  any  emmeoos  imprecnons 
which  may  have  been  made  elaewlua«  prejudidal  lo 
the  r^fats  of  the  Cnlted  States.  It  was  among  other 
nuou,  with  a  view  of  prerenting  the  embarrsss- 
mews  wUdi,  in  our  peouliar  system  of  government, 
bapede  and  oomplicile  negotiatlona  involTing  the 
Imitorisl  ri^U  of  a  Btate,  that  I  thonght  it  my 
duly,  SB  you  Dave  been  Informed  on  a  prerioos  ooca- 
aoo,  to  pioposs  to  the  British  GoTemment,  throurii 
iia  JUuisier  st  Wadungton,  that  esriy  steps  shoold 
be  uken  to  adjnit  the  points  of  difference  on  the 
line  of  boonda^  fKou  the  entrance  of  I^e  Superior 
to  the  moBt  Nortb-weatem  pcriut  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  by  the  ariilliatimi  tf  a  friendly  power.  In 
conformity  with  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  been  retumed  by  tbe 
Bridah  Oovemment  to  this  proposition. 

Wiib  Austria,  Fiance,  Pniada,  Russia,  snd  the  re- 
naming  powers  of  Europe,  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon 
our  reluiona  continue  to  be  of  the  most  friendly 

J. With  Belglttm,  a  treaty 

„       I,  based  —  ■•      • 

Qtj  utd  equahty. 
Whig  been  ratlAed  by  (be  Bet^SB  GovenmieDt^  will 
be  dnly  Ud  befon  (be  Bsnate.  It  ia  a  subject  of 
eongrUolstion,  that  It  proridea  for  the  sstJAetory 
sdjoKoeot  of  a  tongAndli^  qnesUon  of  ooalro- 
><n;,  thus  ramoving  tbe  only  ohalaele  which  coold 
obAnict  the  friendly  and  mutaally  advaatageona  in- 
Kicouise  between  the  two  nations.  A  messenger 
lu<  been  despatched  with  the  Hanoverian  treaty  to 
Berlin,  when,  according  to  stipulation,  the  nliBca- 
liots  ue  to  be  exchanged.  I  am  happy  to  announoe 
to  jou  that,  afler  many  detsys  snd  difficottlea,  a 
<™'T  of  eommerce  and  navigation  between  the 
rmied  Slates  and  Portual,  wis  aondnded  and 
■;nsd  at  liibon  wi  tbe  Mth  of  August  last,  by  the 
Fj^upctentiarfe*  of  tbe  two  OovemmcDts.  Its  slip- 
«uia<u  are  fonnded  upon  tboae  prindplet  of  mutnsl 
^101%  tad  advant^  wbiidi  tbe  Gnlted  Slates 
<*n  ilwajB  sw^t  to  mske  (be  baas  of  their  Inter- 
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will  tend  to  foster  snd  strengthen  the  commerdal  In- 
tercourse of  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of 
Gongiesa,  an  agent  has  been  sent  lo  Germany,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  iDtereats  of  our  tobaoco 
trade. 

Tbe  oommlasionen  iqipoiuted  under  the  conven- 
tion fi>r  the  a(|jnstinent  of  cisims  of  dtiiens  ot  tbe 
United  Ststea  upon  He^oo  having  met  snd  ornnixed 
at  Wariungton,  in  Aogiist  last,  the  papoa  in  tne  pos- 
session of  the  Government,  rdating  to  those  claims, 
were  oommunlcated  to  the  bosrd.  The  ciumg  not 
embrsoed  by  that  convcntioa  are  now  the  subject  ot 
negotiation  between  the  two  Oovemments,  throng 
the  medium  of  our  Minister  st  Mexico. 

Nothing  haa  occurred  to  disturb  tbe  hsrmony  at 
our  T«latiotis  with  the  dUibrent  Govammenta  of  Bonib 
Asserica-  I  regret,  bowever,  to  be  oWged  to  m- 
fofln  yon  that  the  d^ms  of  our  dtisena  upon  tbe  late 
BepnbUo  of  CidamUa  have  not  yet  been  satUed  by 
the  sepaiato  Govemmenta  into  whidi  It  has  been  te- 

The  Charge  d'AIOutea  at  Braol  having  exptcaed 
the  intention  of  hia  Government  itot  lo  prolong  tbe 
treaty  of  1BS8,  it  will  cease  to  be  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  the  ISCh  day  of  December,  1S41, 
whan  the  extensive  commerdsl  Intercourse  between 
the  United  Stales  and  that  vast  smpire  will  no  loDger 
be  regulated  by  eiprsM  stipulations. 

It  alRirds  me  pUsuute  lo  oommonicate  to  yon  that 
the  Oovenunent  of  CtdU  baa  entered  into  so  seree- 
ment  to  indemnify  the  claimants  in  the  esse  of  the 
Uaoedoaiaa,  fw  American  property  seised  m  1810 ; 
and  to  add,  thst  lnformatt<ni  bss  also  been  received 
which  justifies  tbe  hope  of  an  early  adjustment  of 
the  remiinlng  claims  npon  that  Goveroment. 

Thecommiarioners  appointed  in  pnrauanee  of  the 
convention  between  the  United  Btates  snd  Texas, 
for  msriiing  tbe  boundary  between  them,  have,  ao- 
cordlng  to  the  last  report  received  from  our  com- 
misiionen,  survsyed  and  established  the  whole  ex 
tent  of  boundary  north  ^ong  the  western  bank  of 
the  S^ine  Kver,  fhtm  Its  entrance  into  tbe  Golf  of 
Mexico  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. The  conuniaeion  at^ourned  on  the  leth  of 
June  last,  to  reassemble  on  the  lit  of  November, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  accurately  the  inter- 
■ectlon  of  the  thirty-second  degree  of  latitude  with 
the  western  bank  of  the  Babine,  and  the  meridian 
line  thence  to  Red  River.  It  is  presumed  thst  (be 
work  will  be  concluded  In  the  present  season. 

The  present  sound  condition  of  their  fluatws^ 
and  the  success  with  which  enibarrasanienta  in  re- 
gard to  them,  at  tfanai  apparontl;  Insurmountable, 
have  been  overcome,  are  matters  upon  which  the 
people  and  (he  Government  ofthe  Umted  States 
may  wdl  congratulate  themselves.  An  overflowing 
Treasury,  however  It  may  be  regarded  ss  so  evi- 
dence ef  public  prosperity.  Is  seldom  conducive  to 
the  pennsoent  wel&re  of  any  people ;  snd  experl- 
eoce  has  demonstrated  its  incompatibility  with  the 
salutary  action  of  political  institu^ns  like  those  of 
the  United  States.  Onr  safeat  reliance  for  finandsl 
efficiency  snd  independenee  bss,  on  tbe  contrary, 
been  fbond  to  exist  in  asaple  resonreea  noeocum- 
bered  with  debt ;  and,  in  this  respect,  tbe  Federal 
Oovemntent  oeonptea  a  singular^  fbrtonate  and 
truly  envbble  poaitian. 
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ecuiion.  Hear];  tw«nt]r-elght  mtlliona  of  dollars  of 
the  public  moneji  were,  tn  pumlaluM  of  lU  pro- 
TiBionB,  deposited  with  the  Statei  la  the  mondia  of 
junury,  April,  and  Julj,  of  that  year,  In  May 
there  occurred  a  general  Euspenslon  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  Including,  with  very  few  eieep- 
tioDS,  those  in  which  the  pubUc  moneys  were  de- 

Eoailed,  and  upon  whose  fidelity  Uie  QoTernment 
sd  nnforlunately  made  tteelf  dependent  for  the 
revenues  which  bad  been  collected  fhim  the  people, 
and  were  indispensable  to  the  public  Mrrice.  This 
■uapenaion,  and  the  excesses  hi  banking  and  cotn- 
merce  out  of  which  it  arose,  and  which  wen  s'««tly 
aggravaled  by  its  occurrence,  made,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, unaTaiUble  the  principal  part  of  tSe  poblle 
money  Chen  on  hind ;  suspeoded  the  coUeotlon  of 
many  millions  accruing  on  merehanta'  bonds,  and 
greatly  reduced  the  reTcnne  arising  trota  cnstoms 
and  the  public  lands.  These  elTecU  have  continued 
to  operate,  in  Tarlons  degrees,  to  the  present  period ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  decreaae  in  the  rerenne  thus 
produced,  two  and  a  half  mlUions  of  duties  have 
been  relioquished  by  two  bletmial  reductioni  under 
the  act  of  1B8S,  and  probably  as  much  more  upon 
the  Importation  of  iron  for  rallioads,  by  special  leg- 
IsUtion. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the  last 
four  yean  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have,  during 
the  same  period,  been  subjected  to  an  unavoidable 
continuance  of  large  eitraardinary  expenses  neces- 
sarily growing  out  of  past  transactions,  and  which 
could  not  be  immediately  arrested  without  great 
prejudice  to  the  public  interest.  Of  these,  tho  charge 
upon  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  Cherokee 
treaty  alone,  without  adverting  to  othen  arldng  out 
of  Indian  treaties,  has  atreadyexceeded  five  miluons 
of  dollars;  that  for  the  prosecution  of  measures  for 
the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  which  were 
found  in  progress,  has  been  nearly  fourteen  millions ; 
and  the  publTo  buildinn  have  required  the  unusual 
sum  of  neariy  three  mimons. 

It  aflbrds  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  say,  that,  from  the  commenoenient  of  this  period 
to  the  present  day,  every  demand  upon  the  Qovom- 
ment,  at  borne  or  abroad,  hu  been  promptly  met 
This  has  been  done,  not  only  without  creatine  a 
permanent  debt,  or  a  resort  to  additional  taiauon 
In  any  fotin,  but  In  tho  midst  of  a  steadily- progres- 
sive redaction  of  existing  burdens  upon  the  peO[de, 
leaving  still  a  conridend)le  balance  of  available  funds 
which  will  remain  In  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
yesr.  The  small  amonnt  of  Treason  not«^  not  ex- 
ceeding Ibur  and  a  half  mUUons  of  dollars.  Mill  out- 
standing, and  lest  by  twenty-three  millions  than  the 
United  Slates  have  in  deposit  with  the  States,  la 
composed  of  such  only  as  are  not  yet  due,  or  liava 
not  been  presented  for  payment.  They  may  be  re- 
deemed out  of  the  accruing  reveniie,  if  the  eipendi- 
'-  -It  exceed  the  amount  witiiia  which  they 
bought,  be  kept  wlthont  — ' -•'—  --  -^  - 
Ksl,  and  the  revenue  ibi 
Urge  as  may  justly  be  'loticipated. 

Among  the  reflections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  these  circumstances,  one,  not  the  least 
gratifying,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  Qoveni- 
ment  had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere, 
in  every  emergency,  to  the  sacred  obligations  of 
law;  to  execute  ail  its  ooatimcU  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  constitution,  and  thus  to  pre- 
MDt,  when  DM»t  needed,  ft  ndlybig  p<dnt  by  whioh 
tbe  bosineM  of  the  i>b«de  oomitoy  might  be  brought 


back  to  a  safe  and  nnvarying  standard— « twdl 
vltallv  Important  as  well  to  the  Intenita  u  loll* 
monls  of  the  people.  There  can  aordy  nor  be  u 
difihrence  of  opinion  In  regard  to  the  inealnlitilt 
evils  that  wonld  hare  arbeulf  the6overameoi,ii 
that  erilloal  motaenl,  bad  «iriIhTed  iMt  le  btd» 
terred  from  upholifing  the  only  true  standaid  «( 
value,  either  by  tbo  pmairs  of  advnse  aictat- 
stances  or  the  violenoe  of  munetited  dCDUciitita 
The  manner  In  whleh  the  people  sostdned  (he  M- 
formance  of  thia  duty  was  highly  hooBiMt  to  Ibrir 
fortitude  and  patriotism.  It  cannot  ftSl  to  idndw 
their  agents  to  adhere,  nnder  all  aicomslsaee^  U 
the  line  of  duty ;  and  to  satisfy  then  of  the  aibij 
with  which  a  coarse  lesUy  right,  and  denanM  tq 
a  financial  crisis,  may,  in  a  communitT  Uke  ein,  le 
pnianed,  however  apparently  seTera  ils  immcdlMi 
operation. 

The  policy  of  the  Federal  Govemmcat,  Id  tihr 
guishing  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  natio»l  diiil, 
and,  subeeqaentiy,  in  rating  every  lempUtlinU 
create  a  new  oue,  deserves  to  be  regarded  n  tlx 
same  favorable  light.  Among  the  many  dgeOku 
to  a  national  debt,  the  certm  tendeDcy  of  potic 
secnrities  to  oonoeatnte  ultimately  In  tM  ceflMV 
foreign  stoohholders,  Is  one  which  is  evei7  day  pil- 
eiing  strength.  Alr«ady  have  tbe  rastfinm  if 
many  <rf  the  States,  tnd  tbe  fiitora  induslfy  oi  thei 
dtlaens,  been  Indefinitely  mortnged  to  tbe  satis* 
of  Gur<^etn  GovemmKita,  toUie  amonnt  of  tid* 
millious  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  aeet«ieiir 
terest  on  borrowed  money — a  enm  exceedii^  ulf 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  whole  United  Suui 
The  pretext  which  this  relation  aSbrds  to  tbrepio 
to  scrutiniia  the  management  of  our  domestic  sfna. 
if  not  actually  to  intermeddle  with  them,  pneeeai 
subject  for  eamert  attenUoD,  not  to  My,  of  NtiM 
alarm.  Fortunately,  tbe  Federal  OovenmeDt,  villi 
the  exception  of  an  obUgation  entered  ioto  in  ^ 
half  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  wluch  must  KwiW 
^tiarged,  is  wholly  exempt  fVom  any  nu^  *^ 
barrassment.  It  is  alao.  as  is  believed,  tbe  oalf 
Oovemment  which,  having  fully  and  faithfall;  pui 
all  its  creditors,  has  also  relieved  itself  cntirelj  "•■ 
debt.  To  maintain  a  distioctioa  so  deMTshle,  ui 
so  honorable  to  our  national  character,  tboild  I* 
on  object  of  earnest  solicitude.  Never  sboiddsbM 
people,  if  It  be  possible  to  avoid  it,  expose  l^to- 
selves  to  the  necesuty  of  harlnK  to  tnal  of  ll* 
peace,  the  honor,  OF  the  safety  of  the  Bepoblic^  vitk 
the  Oovemmenia  of  foreign  crediton,  who,  hoiew 
well  disposed  tbey  may  be  to  cultivate  wlib  v  a 

Sneral  friendly  mations,  are  nevertbeless,  by  tk 
t  of  their  own  condition,  made  hoatUe  to  ibe  mc- 
cess  and  permanency  of  political  iortitutiooi  ^' 
ours.  Uoal  humiliating  may  be  the  embarraanuDU 
consequent  upon  such  a  condition.  Another  oljec- 
Uon,  scarcely  less  formidable,  to  tbe  cornmeoMBO' 
of  a  new  debt,  is  its  Inevitable  tendency  to  iaeitsx 
In  magnitude,  and  to  foster  national  extnngu*- 
He  baa  been  an  unprofit^le  observer  of  events,  •» 
needs  at  Ihb  day  to  be  admaoUted  of  tbe  diffi«>- 
ties  whk^  a  Ooveminent,  habitually  depeodcU  <« 
loans  to  sustain  Its  ordinary  eipraifiluteit  b»  a 


ally  advance — a  prolific  source  of  indiridoal  HP"' 
disement  In  all  borrowing  oountries ;  by  *)eikw 
en,  who  seek  their  gains  in  the  rise  and  M  of  pi*- 
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lie  Kocks ;  and  by  the  selfish  ImportiuiltieB  of  op- 
pliuDU  for  kpproprUtions  for  work*  avowedlj  for 
the  BccommocUuloa  of  the  poblic,  but  the  real  objecU 
of  which  kre,  too  fVrqnenily,  the  advancement  of 
priT&te  Intereats.  The  knowD  Dccenitj  which  bo 
DiiDj'  of  the  Btiitca  will  be  under  to  impow  taiei  toi 
the  pajRieat  of  the  Interoat  on  their  debts,  funuahes 
ui  lilditionml  and  verr  oogent  reason  whj  the  Fed- 
eral GoT«mmeDl  shotdd  refraio  from  creatinf;  a  na- 
tional d«bt,  br  which  tkt  people  would  be  eipoeed 
to  doable  taxatton  for  a  dmilar  objecL  We  poa- 
BMB  within  onraetTes  ample  reionicca  for  every 
emcr^oc;  ;  and  we  ma;  be  qnite  aare  that  oar  c!t- 
Iteif,  in  no  future  exigency,  will  be  unwilling  to 
Mpply  the  OovornmeDt  with  all  the  means  asked  for 
the  defeno*  of  the  ooontry.  Id  time  of  peace  there 
can,  at  all  eveate,  be  no  juaUfleadon  for  ttie  creation 
of  a  pprmaoent  debt  by  the  Federal  Government. 
Ita  limited  range  of  conilitntional  duties  may  cer- 
tainly, under  aueh  dronmManoei,  he  perTormed 
without  nieh  a  resort.  It  has,  it  is  seen,  been 
avoided  dnring  four  yesra  of  greater  fiscal  difflcol- 
lics  than  have  eiiated  in  a  limilar  period  dnce  the 
adaptioa  of  the  constltotion,  and  one  also  remarka- 
ble for  the  oocuTTcnce  of  extraordinary  oauiea  of 
ripendituiea. 

But  to  ai;cotnpIish  to  deairable  an  object,  two 
things  are  indispensable :  tlrst,  that  the  action  of 
the  Federal  Qarremment  be  kept  within  the  bounda- 
ries prescribed  by  Ita  fomiden,  and,  «e«ondly,  tbat 
all  appropriation*  fbroMect*  admitted  Ui  be  conatl- 
tutiosal,  and  tbe  ezpentftnre  of  tbem  also,  be  sub- 
jected to  aalandard  of  rigid  bat  welt  con^dered  and 
practical  tcooony.  Tbe  flrrt  depends  chiefly  oti 
the  people  tbenuelves,  the  oidnions  they  form  of  tbe 
true  cooattvotion  of  the  conatitation,  and  tbe  con- 
Sdeoce  tbey  repoee  In  the  political  sentimenta  of 
timse  they  Mlect  as  their  representatives  in  the  Fed- 
eral Legislature  ;  the  second  rests  apon  the  fidelity 
with  wbieh  their  more  immediate  repreaenta  lives, 
and  other  pnbllc  fauctionaries,  discbarge  the  trusts 
commltled  to  them.  Tbe  duty  of  economixing  the 
tipcnaes  of  the  public  service  is  admitted  on  all 
hands;  yet  there  are  few  suUecta  upon  which  there 
Hills  a  wider  dlfferenoe  of  opinion  than  is  con- 
Kantly  manlt^cted  in  regard  to  the  fldeUty  with 
which  that  duty  is  diaoharged.  Neither  diversity 
of  untiment,  nor  even  tnutoal  recriminatlona,  upon 
a  point  in  respect  to  whioh  the  public  mind  is  so 
juaily  sensitive,  can  well  be  entirely  avoided ;  and 
Wt  10  at  period*  of  great  political  eidtement. 
^  inlelUgenl  people,  however,  seldom  fall  to  ar- 
rive, in  ilie  end,  at  correct  concliudang  in  such  a 
■utter.  Practical  eeonomy  la  tbe  management  of 
pobtie  affairs  can  have  no  advene  influence  to  con- 
Mid  witb  more  powerful  than  a  large  aarplua  reve- 
Bat;  and  tbe  Dnasoally  larve  ^propristions  for 
18^,  may,  whhnnt  doubt.  Independently  of  tbe  ex- 
tnordlnarj  requisitions  for  the  public  service  grow- 
taf  oirt  of  the  state  of  oar  Indian  relaUons,  be,  in 
^  incontidetabls  degree;  traced  to  this  source. 
>hc  audden  and  rapid  distribudon  of  the  large  snr- 
plnt  then  In  tbe  Treasury,  and  ^e  equally  sudden 
*°A  onpreeedeatedly  seven  revulsion  in  tbe  com- 
Wrce  and  bndness  of  the  eounlry,  pointing  with 
^'ring  certainty  to  a  great  and  protraoted  rednc- 
|>w  of  tbe  revenue,  strengthened  tbe  propriety  of 
™  earliest  ptutlcable  rednetlon  of  the  poblic  ei- 
podltaTes. 

nut,  (o  change  a  ay«tem  (grating  upon 
■•inbce,aodm)llcable  " "^  "   - 
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ore  than  the 

Sdepart- 
y  and  in 

good  faith,  directed  to  that  end ;  and  has  been  so 
continued  to  the  present  momeot.  The  estimate* 
and  approprlaUons  for  the  year  1S8B  {the  first  over 
which  I  had  any  control)  were  somewhat  diminished. 
The  expenditures  of  18S9  were  reduced  six  millions 
of  dollBTS.  Those  of  1840,  exclusive  of  disburse- 
menta  for  public  debt  and  truat  claims,  will  prob- 
ably not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a  half  millions; 
being  between  two  and  three  millions  less  than  those 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  nine  or  ten  milliouB  lesa 
than  those  of  1887.  Xor  has  it  been  found  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  produce  tbis  result,  to  reeort  to  the 
power  conferred  by  Congress,  of  postponing  cer- 
tain classes  of  tbe  public  works,  except  by  defer- 
ring expenditures  for  a  short  period  upon  a  limited 
portion  of  them;  and  which  postponement  termi- 
nated >ome  time  aincc,  at  the  moment  the  Treasury 
Department,  by  further  receipts  from  the  indebted 
bonks,  became  fnlly  assured  of  its  ability  to  meet 
them  without  pr^iidice  to  the  public  service  in 
other  respects.  Gaoses  are  in  operation  which  will, 
it  id  believed,  justify  a  still  further  reduction,  with- 
out injury  to  any  important  national  interest.  The 
expenses  of  enstainiug  the  troops  em[doyed  in  Flor- 
ida have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced, 
tbroogh  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  War  Depart- 
meut;  and  a  reasoDable  hope  may  be  enlertaioed 
that  the  necesniy  for  militsry  operaljons  in  that 
quarter  will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  the  In- 
dians from  within  our  settled  borders  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  penelon  list,  one  of  tbe  heaviest  charges 
upon  the  Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing  by  death. 
The  moat  costly  of  our  public  buildings  are  either 
finished,  or  neariy  ao ;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 
promise  ourselves  a  continued  exemption  from  bor- 
der diffloulties, 

The  svaUable  baUnce  In  tbe  Treasury  on  the  Grot 
of  January  next  is  estimated  at  one  million  and  a 
balf  of  dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  expected  receipts 
from  all  sources  during  the  next  year,  will,  it  i*  be- 
lieved, be  BofHcient  to  enable  the  Government  to 
meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  suitable  bal- 
ance In  the  Treasury  at  tbe  end  of  the  year,  if  the 
remedial  measures  connected  with  tbe  cuiloms  and 
the  public  land*,  heretofore  recommended,  shall  be 
adopted,  and  the  new  appropriations  by  Coogren 
ahaU  not  carry  tbe  expenditures  beyond  the  otSdal 
estimates. 

The  new  syBt«m  established  by  Congress  for  the 
Bnfe-kee[dag  of  the  public  money,  prescribing  tbe 
kind  of  onrreocy  to  be  received  for  the  public  rev- 
enue, and  providing  additional  guards  and  securities 
agunst  loues,  ha*  now  beeneevend  months  in  oper- 
ation. Althoagh  it  might  be  premature,  upon  an 
experience  of  such  limited  duration,  to  form  a  defi- 
nite opinion  In  regard  to  the  extent  of  its  influences 
In  correcting  many  evils  under  which  the  Federal 
Oeremment  and  the  country  have  hitherto  suflered, 
etpecisJly  those  tbat  have  grown  out  of  banking  ei- 
panaioas,  a  depredated  currency,  and  official  dcfai- 
cations,  yet  it  is  but  right  to  say  that  nothing  has 
occurred  In  the  pcaotleu  operation  of  the  system  to 


grounds  of  these  have  been  heretofore  so  fully  ex- 
pl^ned,  as  to  require  no  recapitulation.  In  roipect 
to  tbe  fteillty  and  convenlenee  it  affords  in  conduct- 
ing the  pabUo  Mrrlea,  and  the  ability  of  tbe  Oov- 
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ernment  to  discbarge  tbrongh  la  tgeaej  CTer;  duty 
attendant  on  the  collectioD,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  raone}>  with  promptitude  and  suc- 
eesa,  I  can  say  with  confidence  that  Ifae  apprehen- 
lioDS  of  those  oho  felt  it  to  be  their  dutj  to  oppose 
its  adoption,  baie  proTcd  to  be  unfounded.  On  the 
contrary,  this  branch  of  the  fiecal  afbin  of  lbs  Gov- 
emment  haa  been,  and  it  ia  belicTcd  may  always  be, 
thus  carried  on  with  ererj  desirable  facility  and  se- 
ecrity.  A  few  changes  and  improTamenu  in  the 
details  of  the  aystem,  wilhoat  aOecting  any  princi- 
ples iuTolTcd  in  it,  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  end  will,  I  am  sure,  re- 
ceire  at  jour  bands  that  atlcnlioa  to  whioh  they 
may,  on  examinaiion,  be  found  to  be  enttilcd. 

I  ha<e  deemed  tbis  brief  Eunimary  of  our  fiscal 
affairs  necessary  to  the  due  performaDce  of  a  dnty 
Bpedally  enjoined  upon  me  by  the  constitution.  It 
will  serve,  also,  to  Ulnalmte  more  fully  the  princi- 
ples by  which  I  bare  been  guided  in  reference  to 
(wo  contested  paints  in  our  pabUo  policy,  which 
were  earliest  In  their  dcTelopment,  and  have  been 
nrore  important  in  their  conseqaencea,  thanacy  that 
baTe  ariien  under  onr  eompllMted  and  difficult,  yet 
admir*lile,8ysiemof  GoTcrnnient;  I  allude  to  a  na- 
tional debt,  and  a  national  banlc.  It  was  in  these 
that  the  political  contests  by  which  the  country  has 
been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  a  great  measure,  originated ;  and  there  Is 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  cotiflioting 
Interests  and  opposing  principles  thus  marshalled, 
will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  prodace  similar,  if 
not  aggravated,  conseqaenoea. 

Coming  into  office  the  deeUred  enemy  of  t>oth, 
I  have  earnestly  endeaTored  to  prevent  a  resort  to 

The  coDsidention  that  a  large  public  debt  alfordt 
an  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a  nacn- 
sity  also,  for  resorting  to  a  system  and  extent  of 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppreseive  throughout, 
bnt  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  the  end,  to  the  com- 
missioa  of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  Republican  government — the  pros- 
titution of  political  power,  conferred  for  the  general 
benefit,  to  the  aggrandiiement  of  particular  classes, 
and  tbe  gratification  oflnitividual  cupidity — it  alooo 
tolBcient,  independently  of  the  weighty  obpsction* 
which  have  already  been  nrged,  to  render  ita  cres- 
tlon  and  eiistenoa  the  sources  of  bitter  and  nnap- 
peosable  discord.  If  we  add  to  this,  its  inevitable 
tendency  to  produce  and  foster  extrav^ant  expen- 
ditures of  the  public  money,  by  vlf(ch  a  necessity  is 
created  for  new  loans  and  new  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple; and,  finally,  if  we  refer  to  the  examples  of 
every  Government  which  has  aiiated,'for  proof  how 
■eldom  it  is  that  the  system,  when  once  adopted  and 
imj^uted  in  the  policy  of  a  country,  hat  failed  to 
•ipand  itaeli^  until  public  credit  wat  cabaoited,  and 
the  people  were  no  longer  able  to  endure  its  increas- 
ing weight,  it  seems  Impoasible  to  reidst  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  benefits  resnlting  from  Its  oareer,  no 
extent  of  conquest,  no  accession  of  wealth  to  par- 
ticular classes,  nor  any,  nor  all  ita  combined  ad- 
vantage, can  counterbalance  its  ultimate  bnt 
tain  results — a  splendid  Government,  and  ai 
poverished  peofde. 
If  a  h'atioDai  Bank  was,  as  la  ondenisble,  repudi- 
^  ated  by  the  liamet«  of  the  oonatitution  as  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  the  Stales  and  tbe  liber- 
ties of  the  peajjle ;  if,  from  the  beginning,  it  has 
been  regarded  by  large  portloiuof  ooi  dUW 
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coming  in  direct  colSion  with  that  great  and  viul 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  whidi  deduct  IW 
all  powers  not  confeircd  by  that  Instrumoit  un  tkt 
General  Government  are  reserved  to  tbe  Stalo  ud 
to  the  people  ;  if  it  has  been  viewed  by  then  aatk 
first  great  step  in  the  march  of  latitndiBonB  coattm- 
tion,  whidi,  micbet^ed,  would  lender  that  Mend  n- 
Urument  of  as  Uttie  value  as  an  unwritten  ceotita- 
tion,  dependent,  as  it  would  aione  be,  for  its  min- 
ing, on  tbe  Interested  inlerpretation  of  a  dtcmamt 
party,  and  affording  no  security  to  tbe  ri^iti  of  lb 
minority ;  if  such  to  nndeniably  the  raae,  irial  d- 
tlonol  grounds  could  have  bem  conceived  for  istxi' 
pating  aught  but  detemdned  ojqmsitioo  to  tut  a 
Institution  at  tbe  ptesent  day. 

Could  a  ^flferent  remit  have  been  expected,  vta 
the  consequenoea  whicfa  have  flowed  tram  lis  rat- 
tion,  and  particulariy  from  its  straggles  to  perpttiBU 
ita  existence,  bad  confirmed,  in  so  striking  a  mma. 
the  apprehensions  of  ita  earliest  opponeol*;  what 
had  been  to  deariy  demonatnted  Hot  a  euunUnu^ 
money  power,  wielding  so  vast  n  oapil^  and  ctmi^ 
ing  audi  incalculable  means  of  liiSaeDCS,  mj.m 
those  peouliar  conjunctures  to  irtddi  tins  GeTBi- 
ment  is  unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  ovennildi  tr 
tbe  political  power  of  Uie  people  tfaeintdres;  vta 
the  true  chancier  of  its  capacity  to  regulate,  actoi 
ing  to  its  will  and  itt  Interests,  and  tbt  inlertfui 
ita  fiviHiles,  the  value  and  [a-odnction  of  tbe  U<t 
and  ]voperty  of  every  man  in  this  extended  comOTi 
had  been  to  fnll  and  feaifaily  devd<q)ed ;  win  i 
was  notorious  thst  all  iHassee  of  this  gr«t  tmaas; 
had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  inflnence  it  Ibu 
been  infected  to  madness  witha^)inli^ 


potMttee, 
beedlesa  i 


Rkeculation;  when  it 
uie  tn[^M)rt  of  the  com 


had  btm  » 


be  gnnted  without  the  certainty  of  being  abmcl,  •■ 
to  indulge  in  a  fatal  delusion  J 

To  avoid  th«  necessity  ot  a  permanent  dAV  ■* 
ill  hievitable  consequences,  I  bare  advcctl<d.i^ 
endeavored  to  carry  into  effect,  tbe  piriicy  gf  c(^ 
inr  the  appropriatfamt  t<»  the  pnUic  service  to  » 
ctgests  only  at  are  deariy  wllbia  the  cmrtiliifio* 
authority  itf  the  Federal  OovMnnMSt;  ofextisii^ 
ftom  its  «xp«ntes  thote  fanpro^dmt  and  unonlbmM 
granta  of  public  money  tor  works  of  Intend  tu^ini''' 
ment,  whioh  were  so  wisely  snested  by  the  c«iai» 
tional  inteiporition  of  my  predeceteor,  and  wliick  • 
they  bad  not  been  to  checked,  would  long  ticfore  iw 
time  have  involved  the  finanoee  of  the  Generti  Hc^ 

which  are  now  experienced  by  any  of  Ibe  Etstn,  ■ 
limiting  all  our  expenditores  l«  ttat  tiiqile,  '"^^ 
tatiouB,  and  economical  adndidstntiaa  of  l>^'' 
afbira,  which  it  alone  ooMitlent  with  tbe  dwsWt 
of  onrinatitttllona;  of  ooUectlBg  tnnotUy  ftto  Im 
oiHtomt,  and  the  lalea  of  public  kndt,  a  revesse  »W 
adequate  to  deltaiy  all  tbe  etpensss  that  inmnd,  >* 
under  no  prateoce  whatsoever,  lo  impcat  tans  apoi 
tlie  pec^e  to  a  greater  amount  than  was  sMslrr^ 
cessBiy  to  the  public  service,  condoeted  ^»  " 
prindplea  I  have  stated. 

In  lieu  of  a  national  bank,  or  a  dqiet>dEaee J!^ 
banks  of  any  dteeriptkn,  for  the  msni«emat^'^ 
fiscal  aflain,  I  recommended  the  adop»a  l' <°>  "^ 
tern  wbieh  is  now  in  soceeatftil  opei^ii-  ^^''^ 
tenii  tObrdt  «very  reqniata  tteSUn  A*  tkn  trasx^" 
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cffiie  pecunur;  ecmnat  of  tha  Qoraniment ;  will, 
il  ■  eoaBdeo'Uj  uitiGipated,  produce  ia  other  re- 
^ecU  muij  of  the  braiefits  which  have  been  rrom 
Hae  to  lime  expected  from  the  creation  of  »,  nMtiooal 
1-i.lf  but  which  h&Ts  neiec  bccD  realized ;  sroid  the 
muifuld  evi]a  iusqunble  Irom  such  ui  uiMitutian ; 
diiniDish,  to  >  greater  eitmt  than  could  be  accom- 
plisbed  bj  an;  other  measure  of  refann,  the  patroaage 
of  Ibe  FedOTil  GoTemmeiit — a  wise  poliof  in  all  tiov- 
auDeBta,  but  mwe  espedidlf  ie>  in  one  like  oure, 
■hicti  works  wcU  onl;  in  proportion  M  it  ia  made  to 
relj  &r  its  euppart  upon  the  nnbtused  and  uoadul- 
Mraled  epiDknw  of  it*  eonsatuenta ;  do  *wa7,  for- 
erer,  all  dependence  on  corponto  bodiea,  either  in 
llw  nisi^  collecting,  aaTe-keeidng,  or  diitmrdng  tin 
public  reTenoM,  tttd  place  the  Qarenunent  equally 
abore  tha  temptation  of  fbetering  a  dangeiwia  and 
iBconstitiUional  institDtion  at  home,  or  the  noMvily 
of  «iljpiin»  its  policj  to  the  views  and  Interests  of  a 
Kill  motefonmdable  monej-power  abroad. 

It  ia  bf  Mlapting  and  eairjii^  oat  these  (Hiiiciples, 
nnder  circaids(Bn«M  the  most  arduoos  and  discount;- 
ing,  (hat  the  attMiqilhai  been  made,  that  ftrwocees- 
fullji,  to  demoDstnte  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Etalet  that  a  National  Bank  at  all  times,  and  a  na- 
tional debt,  except  it  be  inouired  at  a  period  when 
the  honor  and  aafcly  of  the  nation  demand  the  tem- 
poruj  aaaifice  of  a  pcdicf,  which  should  onlj  be 
ahandoDcd  in  soch  exigeociea,  are  not  merelj  unn«- 
<xaKTj,  but  in  direct  and  deadl;  bostUitj  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  Gorenuaent,  and  to  their  own  perma- 

Tbe  pngreas  ipade  in  the  deTelopmenC  of  these 
poaliona,  appean  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  the  past 
bisiorj  and  present  state  of  the  fluaocial  oasoenia  of 
theFedenlGoremmeDt.  The  facts  there  stated  fiillr 
lulhoriie  the  BMertion,  that  all  the  purposca  for 
rhidi  Ibis  OoTetnment  was  institnted  hara  been  to- 
{ompUahed  durii^  four  ;eaM  of  greater  pecuniar; 
anharrasamtnla  than  were  ever  before  eipmienced  in 
lime  of  peace,  and  in  the  face  of  opposition  aa  formida- 
ble 11  aoj  that  was  ever  before  amjod  against  tbe 
poiicj  of  an  Administratian  ;  that  this  has  been  done 
when  tbe  ordinal?  reTenues  of  the  OoTemmant  were 
gaictallr  dscreanng,  aa  vdl  from  the  operation  of 
the  tawa,  w  the  omiaiUoQ  of  the  countrj,  vithoat  dte 
otatiou  of  a  permanent  piiblla  debt,  or  inovring  any 
liihilitf ,  other  than  such  ss  tha  ordinarj  retouroee  of 
the  GoTtnuaent  will  speedily  discharge,  and  without 
Ha  imcy  of  a  National  Bank. 

IT  tSkia  view  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Oormiment, 
for  the  period  it  embraces,  be  warranted  by  tbe  lacts 
u  thej  are  known  to  exist ;  if  tha  army  and  nary 
hare  been  sastaiiied  to  the  full  extent  aatborl»d  by 
kv,  and  which  Coi^reas  deemed  mffident  for  the 
■iefinoe  of  (be  eoanti7  and  the  protectioB  of  its  rigbia 
>nd  il*  bowr ;  if  its  dril  and  difdoniatio  tarriee  ha* 
tnaiequllyaiatelned;  If  uwi*  pnnritton  hat  been 
made  for  tbe  administn^on  of  jmtice  and  the  exeon- 
iJoiof  tbelawa;  if  theclaima  upon  puldlo  gratitude 
in  behalf  of  tbe  aokHert  of  tbe  Be*olnd<m  baTe  been 
I^wupUymetand&KhAdlyiUadiaiged;  if  there  haTe 
^ti^L  DO  bUurea  in  defraying  the  Tery  large  expendi- 
t°n«  giowii^  out  of  that  long-cootinned  and  ealotary 
PviiT  ef  paaeeftilly  temoring  the  Indians  to  regions 
of  innparative  safety  and  prnqrarit^l  if  the  publi< 
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■Biyalouily  maintained  by  a  protapt  disehsrge  of  the 
""■wrana,  extended,  and  divernOed  daims  on  tt  - 
Insory ;  if  di  these  great  and  pmnanent  otyect 
liili  atDy  othan  Ibtt  might  be  Mated,  have,  for 


terlet  of  years,  maAed  by  peculiar  obstadee  and  dif* 
Bcultiss,  been  suacetelblly  acoomplished  without  a 
resort  to  a  permanent  debt,  or  tbe  aid  of  a  national 
bank,  have  we  not  a  right  to  expect  that  a  policy,  the 
oljject  of  which  has  been  to  soataia  the  puMic  service 
independently  of  either  of  these  fniitful  Bonrcea  of 
discord,  will  reoeive  the  final  sanction  of  a  pec^da 
wboee  unbiased  and  &iriy  elicited  judgment  upon 
public  afliun  is  never  ultimately  wrong  ? 

That  embarrsMoieats  in  the  peouniary  concerns  of 
individuals,  of  unexampled  extent  aai  duration, 
have  recently  existed  in  thia,  as  in  otber  commerdtl 
nationt,  ia  undoubtedly  trae.  To  suppose  it  neote- 
■arynowto  trace  the  reverses  to  thdrtouices,  woidd 
be  a  refleotioo  on  tbe  intell^^oa  of  my  fellcw-eiii- 
tens.  Whatever  may  have  been  lii»  tdwcurity  in 
wUdi  the  Butjectwaa  hnolved  during  tbe  enlier 
Mages  of  the  revulMon,  there  cannot  now  be  many 
by  whom  the  whole  questitm  la  not  ttilly  under- 
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with  the  pnblio  service,  eitber  by  direct  appropria- 
tioos  fhMu  the  Treasury,  or  by  special  leeisUtion  do- 
signed  to  secure  exdniiTe  privilegea  and  immunities 
to  individuals  or  dassea  in  preference  to,  and  at  the 
expense  of,  tbe  great  majority  necessarily  debarred 
from  my  partidpatioo  in  them,  no  attempt  to  do  so 
has  been  cither  made,  recommended,  or  encouraged, 
by  tbe  present  Executive. 


instituted,  have  not  been  lost  d^t  of.  Intmsted 
only  with  certain  limited  powera,  antimialy  enumer- 
ated, distinctly  tpedfied,  end  defined  irith  a  precision 
snd  desmess  which  would  sesm  to  defy  misconstmo- 
tion,  it  haa  been  mj  oonattnt  aim  to  confine  myself 
wittdn  tlie  limtta  so  desriy  marked  out,  and  so  care- 
fnlly  guarded.  Having  always  been  of  opinion  that 
the  beet  preaervative  <rf'  the  union  of  the  Stalee  Es  to 
be  found  in  a  total  abstinence  from  tbe  exerdae  of 
all  doubtful  powers  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Got- 
emment,  rather  than  in  attempta  to  asaome  them  by 
a  loose  construction  of  the  oonatitution,  or  sn  inge- 
nioaa  perveAon  of  itt  wmdt,  I  bare  endeavored  to 
avoid  recommending  any  meaann  irtudi  I  bad  reaaon 
to  ^iprehend  would,  in  the  opinion  erso  of  a  condd> 
ertUe  minority  of  my  fbllow-eitiieBa,  be  regarded  sa 
trenobing  on  tbe  rigbtt  of  tbe  States,  or  the  providona 
of  the  hallowed  mstmment  of  our  Union.  Viewing 
the  aggregate  powera  of  the  Federal  Government  aa 
a  voluntary  CMicetdon  irf  the  States,  it  seemed  tome 
that  audi  only  sfaonld  be  cxerdaed  ss  were  at  the 
tine  intended  to  be  given. 

I  have  been  sbenglbened,  too.  In  tiie  propriety  of 
thia  oonrae,  by  tbe  eonvietion  that  all  efforts  to  go 
beyond  tbit,  tend  only  to  prodoce  dissttlafacllon  and 

to  tbe  Federal 
tfaey  must  ever 
prove  a  source  of  incnraUewesknen,  by  alienating  a 
portiiM  of  those  wboae  adbedon  is  indlspenable  to 
the  great  aggi^ate  of  united  sboigtb,  and  vhcae 
voluntary  attachment  is,  in  my  estimation,  far  mora 
eaacnciol  to  the  effidency  of  a  Govenunent  strong  in 
the  best  of  all  poeaible  strength — tbe  c<mfidence  and 
attachment  of  all  those  who  make  np  its  constituent 
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it  WM  (be  end  and  aim  of  tfae  conMitDUon  10  ctUblidi, 
■ad  tbe  impartial  Influence  of  wlilch  u,  in  mj  judg- 
ment, indlnenntde  lo  tlidr  tawerration.  I  cannot 
Ma%  mjwm  to  betiero  tlwt  uie  laMing  happineaa  of 
tlie  people,  tlie  proaperitr  of  tlis  States,  or  the  per- 
nuDenc J  OF  tbdr  DiUDn,  can  be  maintBlned  by  ciTing 
ucference  or  piiorit;  lo  any  eliis  of  ciliieiu  m  the 
diitribtitioa  of  benefits  or  pririleges,  or  bj  tbe  adop- 
tion of  meaanrea  irhkh  enrich  one  portion  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  anotlier,  nor  con  I  see  in  the 
mtcrferenoe  of  the  Federal  Goremment  with  the 
local  legislation  and  resened  ri^ta  of  Uie  States,  a 
remedj  for  present,  or   a  aeeuritj  againet  future, 

The  Bret,  and  aMuredlj  not  the  least,  important 
step  towaids  Tellenng  the  coonCry  from  the  condition 
Into  whidi  it  had  been  plunged  bjr  exceaaes  in  trade, 
bantling,  and  credita  of  all  kinds,  was  to  place  the 
bosinen  truuactiong  of  the  Goiernment  itself  on  a 
solid  bnslB ;  KiTins  and  raceiTing  in  all  eases  value 
for  value,  and  ndtlier  counlenandng  nor  enconng- 
ing  in  others  that  delorive  mtem  of  credits  from 
which  it  has  twen  fbiiDd  so  difflcult  to  escape,  and 
which  his  left  nothii^  bddnd  It  but  the  wtedia  that 
iB*A  lie  fttal  career. 

Tliat  the  flnandal  aSUrs  of  the  Goremment  are 
now,  and  itave  been  during  the  whde  period  of  these 
wide-q>readiDg  difficulties,  condocted  with  a  strict 
and  Invariable  regard  to  tliis  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, and  that  bj  the  assumption  and  maintenance 
of  the  stand  thus  taiien  on  the  very  thrediold  of  the 
approaching  erisis,  more  than  by  an;  other  cause  or 
causes  whiUever,  tjie  commutiiCj  at  laigo  has  been 
ddelded  from  the  Incalculable  evils  of  ageneral  and  in- 
defltdle  sospensioa  of  epecie  payments,  and  a  conse- 
quent aniuhilatian,  for  the  whole  period  it  might 
iave  lasted,  of  a  just  and  inviriible  standard  of 
taloe,  wiU,  it  is  believed,  at  this  period,  scaroely  be 


qneatioac 


A  steady  adherence,  on  the  part  of  tbe  Goveni- 
ment,  lo  the  policy  which  has  produced  such  aalu- 
iBiy  naults,  aided  by  jadictous  ^te  l^ialation,  and, 
wntf  is  not  less  important,  by  the  industry,  entei^ 
prise,  perseverance,  and  eccnomy  of  Ine  American 
peope,  cannot  fail  lo  raise  the  whole  country,  at  an 
Sariy  period,  lo  a  state  of  solid  and  enduring  prosper- 
ity, not  Bul>Ject  to  be  again  overthrown  by  the  sua- 
penrion  of  banks  or  the  exploraon  of  a  bloUed  credit 
system.  It  is  for  the  people,  and  their  representa- 
tives, to  dedde  wbHher  or  not  the  permanent  wel- 
ftre  of  the  oounlty  (which  all  good  citiiens  equally 
desire,  however  widely  they  may  diffbr  oa  to  tbe 
means  of  Its  accomplishment)  shall  be  In  this  way 
•ecDred  ;  or  whether  tbe  management  of  the  pecn- 
niary  concems  of  the  Government,  and,  by  ocMtse- 
qnence,  to  a  great  extent,  ttioBo  of  Individuals,  also, 
shall  be  eairied  back  to  a  conation  of  things  wbicfa 
fiiatered  those  contractions  atid  eipansions  of  the  cor- 
toncy,  and  those  reoklen  abuses  of  credit,  ttom  the 
baleful  effiscts  of  wiudi  the  country  hu  so  deeply 
pifli>i«d — a  return  that  can  pnwiise,  in  the  end,  no 
better  results  than  to  reproduce  the  emhairasament 
the  Government  has  experienced ;  and  to  remove 
ftom  Oie  shoulders  of  the  present  to  those  of  fiesh 
Tlotims,  the  tutter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative 
•Dierprise  to  which  our  countrymen  are  so  liable, 
•nd  upon  which  the  lenons  of  experience  are  so 
nnavalllng.  The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and 
I  smosrely  hi^  that  it  may  tw  wisely  made. 


A  report  ftotu  the  Secretary  of  War,  pkmi&d| 
a  detailed  view  of  the  aSdn  of  that  dtpirSBt^ 
accompanies  tliis  communlcatioD. 

The  desoltoiy  duUee  connected  with  lbs  lODOnl 
of  ^e  Indians,  in  which  tbe  army  bad  been  «» 
stonily  engaged  on  tbe  Northern  and  WeMm  Inn- 
tiers,  and  in  Florida,  liavo  rendered  it  impicliablt 
to  carry  into  full  effect  the  plan  leoDnuncsM  b;  Ibe 
Secretary  for  improving  its  <Usdp1iae.  In  enrj  e- 
Btance  where  tbe  r^menti  have  tieen  caMSUmtd, 
they  luve  made  great  progress ;  and  tbe  bat  rttdu 
maybe  anlidpatedfromaconQnuanoeofthiisjna'- 
Durii^  the  last  season,  a  ptot  ol  tbe  troi^  bmbtd 
employed  in  removlne  Indians  from  tba  hitaiit  lo 
tbe  territory  asdgned  them  in  tbe  West-a  dor 
which  they  have  performed  elBdcntly,  and  ailb 
preiseworthj  humanity ;  and  that  portion  cf  Ibn 
which  has  been  stationed  in  Florida  continDed  lein 
operations  there  throughout  tlie  heats  of  nimiBCr. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  in  npii^^ 
Indians,  of  which  a  succinct  account  is  ^>o  >>  n< 
message  of  IBBfl,  and  of  tbe  wisdom  andexpedHoq 
of  which  I  am  fully  satisfied,  baa  be«m  capliD«d  id 
active  operation  throu^out  Che  whole  period  <if  V 
administration.  Since  tbe  qniog  of  1S37,  morelta 
forty  thousand  Indians  have  been  removed  to  Ibsi 
Dew  homes  west  of  the  Uiadsmpfd  \  and  I  am  b)^ 
to  add  that  all  aoconnts  concur  in  reptesenbif  lt( 
tesullof  Ihia  meaoure  as  eminently  benefidil  10  iW 

Tbo  emigration  of  the  Seminoles  alone  hu  bco 
attended  with  serious  ^fflcnlty,  and  occaaiMied  Uoad- 
sbed,  hostilities  having  been  commenoed  bj  ^ 
Indians  in  Florida,  under  the  apprefaenslra  Ibtt  0^ 
would  be  compelled  by  force,  to  ooni|dy  with  li» 
treaty  sttpnlationo.  The  execnticm  of  tbe  t")^ 
Payne's  Landing,  signed  in  183S,  but  not  nliM 
until  IBM,  was  postponed,  at  the  toUcitalioo (<  tk 
Indionii,  until  ISSfl,  when  they  again  nneval  Om 
agreement  lo  remove  peaceably  to  their  nw  b(ffl« 
in  the  West.  In  the  face  of  tlus  soleom  and  Tar» 
compact,  they  broke  their  hith,  and  comnKnoxl  lii» 
tilities  by  the  massacre  of  U^or  Dade's  Mrai»< 
tbe  murder  of  their  agent,  Genenl  Tbonpra,  *i 
other  ads  of  cruel  treiujiery.  When  tUt  lii^ 
and  unexpected  intslUgance  readied  tbe  smI  rf  0"' 
emment,  every  eflbrt  nipean  ta  have  bcfS>  f^  ^ 
reinforce  OeDetal  Clin^,  who  coBamaDded  the  tn^l 
then  in  Florida.  General  EnsUs  ma  deqMtdxd  *w 
rehiforcements  from  Cbarieston,  ttoops  were  w' 
out  from  Alabama,  Tenneaee,  and  Gewrii,  iwl  °^ 
eral  Scott  was  sent  to  take  the  command,  wHb  mf 
powers  and  ample  meuu.  At  tbe  fint  aluD,  ^ 
end  Oage  orguiiied  a  force  at  New  Orirau,  "^ 
witiioat  widting  ftr  otdets,  landed  in  Florida,  rtw 
he  delivered  over  the  troops  be  had  brofl^<" 
him  to  General  Scott 

Gov.  Call  was  Eubaequratly  anxdnted  to  a»°^ 
a  summer  campaign,  uid,  at  the  doss  <>^  '''  *^ 
replaced  by  Oenerai  Jesop.  'Him  eventJ  «» 
changes  took  place  under  the  adndnistraticii  c(  aj 
predeceasor.  NotwithstoniUng  tbeeiertMUOi  ^f 
experienced  officers  who  bad  comnuDid  Ihtn  '" 
eighteen  months,  on  entering  upon  tii«  admmWn' 
Uon  of  die  Government  I  ioand  the  Teitilo^" 
Florida  a  prey  to  Indian  atrociUea.  A  '*^.!^ 
rflbrt  was  fanmediotely  made  to  bring  these  bofWn" 
to  a  close  ;  and  the  army,  under  G«ienl  J(»°F>  *" 
reinforced  until  it  amounted  to  ten  thoiau'd  m^ 
and  famished  with  abundant  supl^ies  of  '^^ 
scription.    In  tUs  campaign  a  peat  nmnbwa" 
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(ucm  J  weic  eaptond  and  dcetrofcd ;  bat  the  duu^ 
lOxr  «f  (be  oonUat  onl^  waa  duiiged.  The  Indluia, 
Iming  been  dcAated  in  srerj  engsgement,  dnpen- 
ed  in  mat!  bwda  IliTonghoat  the  countrj,  ind  be- 
euDe  an  eaterp''*'''K<  tbnnidable,  and  ruthlesB  ban- 
dJtlL  Qenenl  TajlOT,  vho  succeeded  General  Jesup, 
■aed  Us  bert  exertioiui  to  subdue  them,  and  wag 
iMimded  in  hia  eflbctt  bj  Uia  oScen  uoder  bU  com- 
mand ;  but  he,  too,  &Ued  to  pmtect  the  TeniCoij 
fiom  their  depredattona.  Bj  an  act  of  aignal  and 
ernd  ti«adier7,  lh«f  bioke  ths  trace  made  with 
tbem  by  Oeneral  Hacomb,  who  waa  sent  from  Waah- 
ingtcm  for  the  pnrpoae  or  oatrjiiig  into  effect  the  ei- 
pi«»ed  wishes  of  Gongreaa,  and  hare  continued  their 
derastatioiia  erer  linoe.  Gececal  Aimiatead,  wlio 
■ris  in  Rorida  wiira  Qenenl  Taylor  left  the  aimj  by 
pemdadon,  snumed  the  command,  and,  after  aotiTe 
mnnwr  operalioDa,  wia  met  by  propodtiona  for 
peace ;  and,  fivm  the  fortnnale  eoiacMenoe  eC  IIm 
arriTil  in  Florida,  at  tbe-iune  period,  of  adelegttiOQ 
fnaa  the  SeminoleB  irlio  are  Ikappily  aettled  weat  of 
the  MiaaiaalppI,  end  are  now  anilona  to  penuade 
Ihdr  coont^toen  to  Ma  them  there,  liopee  were  for 
■ome  time  entortained  that  ttie  Indiana  mi^t  tie  in- 
doised  to  leare  the  Territory  without  Airther  diiBcdIty. 
These  hopea  hare  prored  falbcioua,  and  haeUlities 
have  been  imewed  Umra^iont  the  whoie  of  tlie  Terri- 
tory.  That  tfaia  conteat  liaa  endnrad  ao  long,  la  to 
be  attiibiiled  to  canaea  Imwid  tbe  control  of  the 
Gcvenment.  Experienced  generals  have  liad  the 
command  of  the  troopa ;  offioers  and  aoldlera  liave 
alike  dinlnnidied  themaelTea  for  th^  aotiTity, 
patience,  and  enduring  Monge;  tbe  amy  has  been 
eoutantly  fomidwd  with  auppliea  of  erery  deociip- 
tion;  indwe maMloolcfbrtttecMeeawUofalia*eao 
long  pnwBstiiuted  the  iiaue  of  the  oonMet,  in  the 
n>t  extent  of  the  theatre  of  hostilitica,  the  almost 
iufnmioaDtBlile  obatade*  preaented  by  the  nature 
at  the  country,  the  climate,  and  tbe  wily  oharacter 
of  the  bTtgea. 

The  (itea  for  marine  liaqdtala  on  the  lirera  and 
l>ke^  wEdeh  I  wu  aulhorlMd  to  Mlect  and  cause  to 
bn  purchieed,  Imtb  all  been  designated,  bnt,  the  ap- 
propriatien  not  proiTing  aafident,  comUtional  ■moge' 
>°eiits  only  bare  been  made  for  their  aequintlon.  It 
>i  Tor  Can«Ma  to  decide  whether  those  conditional 
pnnhaMSttall  be  ■nctaonod,  and  the  hnmane  inten- 
l>«u  of  (he  law  earried  into  foU  elKot. 

^bt  oaTT,  as  will  appear  fnm  Ibe  accompanying 
"po't  ot  the  Becretary,  haa  beei\  naef  ully  and  honor- 
ably employed  in  the  proteetion  of  our  commerce 
ud  dtizeoa  in  the  Hediicmoean,  the  PadBo  coast, 
•Bdtheeoutof  Braiil,and  in  the  Oulf  of  H eiico. 
A  Bull  sqaadroD,  oonristing  of  tlte  fligate  Conslella- 
ticD  end  the  eloop-of-war  Baaton,  under  CommO' 
we  Kearney,  is  now  on  Ha  way  to  (be  China  and 
""^m  Seat,  for  the  purpose  of  attendb^  to  our  inter- 
Mi  in  that  quarter ;  and  Cotmnaader  Aolick,  in  the 
^°<^-wii  Torfctown,  haa  been  ioatoncted  to  visit 
uc  &ndwich  and  Sodsty  Islands,  tbe  coasts  of  New 
^°*lud  and  Japan,  together  with  other  porta  and 
^^■^  liecpwUed  by  oar  w^leaUpe,  for  the  purpose 
°|  SiTiug  Uwm  countenance  and  protection,  should 
"^  be  tngdred.  Other  analler  TMseis  hare  been, 
"u  atiJI  sre,  employed  in  pmeecutlng  tbe  survey* 
[^Doan  of  tbe  United  ^ales,  directed  by  Tsrioua 
'"'•'''-  •  jQ^  those  which  hare  baen  corn- 


laid  b< 


fofCoBgMm;   u 

^  "ill  Aortly  b 

"M  Eiploring  expedition,  at  the  latest  date,  wu 
f^f*^  to  lUTS  the  Bay  of  IslaDds,  New  Zealand, 
^  '"*»  ptMeoatioo  of  objeota  wUdi  have  thna  far 


been  aucceasfully  ai 


>[disbed.  The  discorery  of 
'M  firat  seen  In  lalilnde  ee*  B' 
south,  longitude  164*  ST'  east,  and  afterwards  in  lati- 
tode  M°  31'  south,  longitude  lOS' 40' east,  by 
Lieulennnts  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for  an  eient  of 
eighteen  hundred  milea,  but  on  which  they  were  pre- 
vented from  landlog  bj  vast  bodies  of  Ice  which  en- 
compassed it,  is  one  of  the  honorable  results  of  the 
entupriae.  Lieutenant  Wilkes  bears  teatimony  to 
tbe  seal  and  good  conduct  of  hIa  officers  and  men ; 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  that  officer  to  state  that  be 
afpean  to  have  performed  the  duties  saaJgned  to  Mm 
with  an  ardor,  sbillty,  snd  perseverance,  which  give 
every  sasuranoe  of  an  bonwahlo  issue  to  the  niSer- 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  bovwith 
trBUDiitted,  will  exhibit  (be  service  of  tint  Depart- 
ment the  peat  year,  snd  its  present  eoodition.  The 
tnuisportstion  has  been  maintained  daring  tlie  year 
to  (be  full  extent  authoriied  by  Gto  existing  laws ; 
some  lmpnnemeD(s  have  been  affbeted,  wtddi  the 
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formed  their  i 
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puUic  interest  seemed  u 


contiactora  have  generslly  pofon 
nkentawithfldelity;  the  poatmaaters,  with  few  eic«»- 
tloni,  have  rendered  their  a«ootinla  and  paid  tfa^ 
quarterly  baluioea  with  promptitude ;  and  the  whole 
service  of  the  departmmt  lus  maintained  tbe  effi- 
ciency for  which  it  has  for  several  years  been  distin- 
guished. 

The  acts  of  Congress  eBtsblishio^  new  mail  routes, 
and  requiring  more  eipenrive  servioes  on  otheis,  and 
the  increadng  wants  of  the  oountry,  have,  for  three 
yean  past,  carried  tba  eipenditarci  sotoething  be- 


yond fln  BCcraing  revenuea ;  the  exoeaa  having  been 
met,  until  the  past  year,  by  the  surplus  whidi  had 
previously  accumulated.     That  surplus  having  been 


xhauMed,  and  (be  anticipated  Incieaae  in  (he 
not  having  been  realised,  owiag  to  the  de- 
in  the  commercial  business  of  the  country, 
ic«a  of  the  departmcDt  exhibit  a  small  defl- 
dancy  at  the  does  of  the  last  Bacal  year.  Its  re- 
sources, however,  are  ample ;  and  the  reduced  rates 
'  compensadon  for  the  tianajxiTtation  service,  which 
ly  be  expected  on  the  future  lettings,  from  the 
general  reduction  of  prices,  with  (be  iB<7ease  of  rev- 
enue that  may  nasMiably  be  BUticipa(ed  frtHn  tbe 
rertval  of  commercial  activity,  must  soon  place  tbe 
Bnanoel  of  the  department  in  a  prosperoua  condition. 
CoEuddering  the  unfavorable  tdrcnmstancea  which 
have  existed  daring  the  past  year,  it  is  a  gratifying 
reeolt  that  the  revenue  has  not  dedined,  as  compared 
with  the  precoiUng  year,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  extub- 
its  a  small  iocreaae;  the  drcumatancei  referred  to 
having  had  Do  other  effect  than  to  check  the  expected 

It  will  bo  seen  that  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  sng- 
geata  certain  improvemenie  in  tbe  establidiment,  de- 
igned to  redoce  the  weight  of  the  mails,  cheapen  the 
tranqMntation,  insure  greater  regularity  In  the  aet^ 
vice,  and  aeouie  a  ooaaidenble  rednotitn  in  Oit  rites 
of  letter  postage — an  olfjeot  highly  detfavble.  The 
subject  is  one  u  general  interest  to  the  community, 
and  la  reapecUUUy  reoominended  to  yonr  congidera- 
cm. 

Tbe  snitpression  of  the  African  alave-trade  hag 
received  uie  continued  attention  of  the  Government 
The  brig  Dolphin  and  adiooner  Qrampns  have  been 
employed  during  the  last  season  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions 
of  that  trade  as  was  said  to  bo  prosecuted  nnder  tbe 
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m  flag.  After  cndiiiig  gff  tboae  puta  of  the 
Gtnat  moM  nsuall;  rMorled  to  by  BlaTen,  until  the 
oommencemeQl  of  the  ntio;  aeuoD,  theu  TBuetB  re- 
tamed  to  the  UtiiMl  Stilee  for  supplice,  uid  hive 
BJQce  been  deqiatched  on  ■  sunllir  aervice. 

From  (he  reports  of  the  commsndiog  offlcera,  it 
■ppeus  tliat  the  trade  ia  now  piincipallj  earned  OS 
under  Portuguese  colore ;  and  thej  eiprces  Ibe  opinion 
that  the  appreheoaion  of  tbe[r  presenee  on  the  aliTe 
coast,  has  ia  A  great  dt^rce  arrested  the  proatitution 
of  the  American  flag  to  tbll  inhuroaa  purpose.  It  is 
hoped  that,  bj  contlouing  to  maintaio  this  force  in 
that  quarter  and  b;  the  eiertioos  of  the  officers  Id 
comcoand,  much  will  be  done  to  put  a  atop  to  what- 
ever portion  of  this  Irsfflc  mij  have  been  carried  on 
ander  the  Americsn  flag,  and  to  prevent  its  use  In  a 
trade,  which,  wbiie  it  violate*  the  lawi,  ia  equallj  an 
outrage  on  the  lights  of  otberaandthefieeUn^of  hu- 
maiuCf .  The  eDtals  of  the  leveral  Govenimeiita  who 
are  aniiou^j  n^uBg  to  auf^reaa  Ihia  Uwffie  mnat, 
bovcvcr,  be  directed  igaiiiBt  tlic  fadlitlei  allbrded  b; 
what  are  now  recf^niied  as  legitimate  commercial  par- 
suits,  before  that  object  can  be  nilly  aciwinpliahed. 
Bupplies  of  proviaions,  water-^aaks,  merchandise,  and 
articles  connected  with  the  prosccuUon  of  die  slave- 
trade,  are,  it  is  understood,  trcelj  carried  bf  vceaels 
of  different  Ditiona  to  the  slave  fsctorica;  and  the 
eOb^  of  the  fltcUra  are  truniortcd  openly  from 
one  slave  station  to  another,  iritWt  int«tu^on  or 
pupiahinent  by  tither  of  the  nations  to  vhidi  they 
belong,  engaged  In  the  commerce  iJ  that  re^on.  I 
■ubmit  to  your  judgment  whether  this  Government, 
having  been  the  Bnt  to  prohibit,  bj  adequate  pen- 
alties, the  slave-trade — the  first  to  declare  it  piracy 
— abould  not  be  the  flrst,  also,  to  forbid  to  its  citueng 
all  trade  with  the  slave  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  ;  giving  an  example  to  all  nations  in  thia  re- 
•pcct,  which,  iffairlyfollaW^,  cannot  fail  to  produce 
the  most  effective  resolts  in  breaking  up  those  dens 
of  iniquity.  U.  VAN  BUBEX. 

WisHiHaTos,  December  S,  ISJO. 


On  motion  by  l£r.  Ht[bbabd, 

Onknd,  That  the  Iteasage  and  accompanying  doo- 
nmenti  be  printed ;  and  tiiat  five  thousand  copies  of 
the  KeMage,  and  flfteen  hundred  copies  of  the  Vcs- 
i^e  and  acManpanying  doetunent*,  be  printed  for 
(he  DSe  of  the  Senate. 

Death  of  Son.  John  3.  Sptnee. 

Ifr.  UssmcK  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
■s  follows : 

Ur.  PRmiDENT:  Like  all  other  hnman  enjoy- 
ments, the  gratification  of  meeting  and  inter- 
changing onr  mntnal  oongratnlations  again  on 
this  occadon,  is- not  oniniied  with  ptunfiil  and 
melvicboJj  reflecdon.  To  me,  in  an  eepedal 
manner,  ore  the  oircnmstanoes  under  which  I 
now  rise  to  address  yon  afBiedng.  Yonder 
Tsoant  seat,  sir,  explains  the  canse.  My  most 
excellent  and  estimable  colleague,  the  honora- 
ble Joair  8.  Bpbncb,  who  for  the  last  several 
years  filled  that  ohur  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  advantage  to  his  conntry,  is  no  moro.  He 
closed  bis  osefnl  and  valnable  life  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  October  last,  at  his  resi- 
dence, in  Worcester  oonnty,  Maryland,  sur- 
ronnded  by  his  uniable  and  interesting  fiunilr, 


and  at  peace  with  Ood  and  roan.  Be  wu,  il 
will  be  remembered,  in  languid  bealtb,  dnrisg 
great  part  of  onr  last  aenion,  and  was  oRea  de- 
tained fhnn  his  place  here  by  U>at  cause,  whicl 
finally  obliged  him  to  leave  the  seat  of  Goreni- 
ment,  and  retire  to  his  own  borne  some  timt 
before  the  ai^onmment.  From  the  disev* 
which  then  afflicted  him,  he  never  perfBcUj  r^ 
covered;  though  there  was  occasioBsl  nlicf 
from  anffering,  there  was  no  effectoal  cuie,  ud 
he  has  now  left  these  and  all  aablansrj  BMnea 
forever.  Be  has  at  different  perioda  of  bbllTe, 
filled  many  of  the  moat  important  and  borioii- 
ble  trusts  In  the  gift  of  the  people  of  bis  St*l«, 
always  poesossing,  always  deserving  thmrMtiit 
confidenM.  His  course  throagh  liie  was  nncL 
more  of  the  nsefnl  tlian  brilliant  wder ;  )>» 
seased  of  a  verj  large  stock  of  sterling  wort^ 
and  vlrtne,  there  wna  sboat  him  nothini  of  m- 
tentatioas  display.  Ever  content  with  tne  »o- 
Ecionsness  of  doing  his  duty  well  and  futhfvll;, 
he  was  careless  of  all  other  rewards.  Novt 
know  him  who  did  not  honor  and  estceni  him; 
and  all  who  knew  him  will  Join  with  me  is 
saying  that  he  has  left  no  purer  man  bdiiil 

lb-.  MxsBioK  then  ofiered  the  fidlowinc  ref- 
lations, which  were  nnammooaly  adopted: 

JiiMolviJ,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  Aw 
rincere  dedre  of  showing  every  tnaik  of  mftA^ 
to  the  memory  of  the  honoraUe  JoBi  S.  Sraa. 
late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  iiLto  nMramiiig,  bj 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  dsji. 

Jtetolved,  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  rt^ 
for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Jomr  5.  SraOy 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn 

The  Senate  then  adjoomed. 

TmnwDAT,  December  10. 

Ut.  UAium  presented  the  credentitla  o(l^ 
Bon.  WnxiAM  R.  Grabam,  eleeted  I?  the  G» 
eral  Assembly  of  tiio  State  of  North  Ov^ 
a  BenMor  for  the  nnezn^red  t«raa  oocarioaed  v) 
the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Bobot  9nkK«a 

Mr.  Gkaham  was  then  qnalified,  and  to<^  db 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  pBEamnsT  commnnioated  the  credciiti» 
of  the  Hon.  Wiixix  P.  Mauoch,  elected  tj  IM 
Legislatnre  of  Korth  Carolina,  a  Senator  froP 
that  State,  for  the  nnezplred  term  occasioiiM 
by  the  rengnotion  of  the  Hon.  Bssroan  Sso^ii 
and  also,  for  the  term  of  uz  yean  from  tbew 
of  March  next  - 

Mr.  Bbtiib  presented  the  oredentisls  of  I" 
Hon.  W.  S.  FnLTOH,  elected  by  the  O*"*"' -J^ 
sembly  of  Arkansaa,  a  Senator  frton  thit  StiU 
for  six  years,  ftom  Uie  ilh  of  Maioh  neit. 

Permanmt  iVoipMftM  J'rt-eti^tiM  ia* 

Mr.  Bkhtow  gave  notice  that,  at  is  e«rljj 
day  as  the  attendance  of  the  Senators  ^om 
enable  Wm,  he  would  ask  leave  to  Ww"^' 
bill  for  a  permanent  prospective  pre-eoi»"» 
law  In  faror  of  the  Lardy  and  indnstrioos  sei- 
Uera  npon  onr  pubUo  lands— the  log-cabU)  an^ 
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As  the  sesrion  wu  «  short  one,  be  ww  desiraiu 
of  takiiis  Xi»  earliest  opportnnitj  of  asking 
l«ave  to  mtrodaoe  this  meosnre  in  favor  of  th« 
tenants  of  loa>Oftbins,  and  he  wished  the  vote 
OQ  granttng  teave  to  be  a  test  *ot«  on  the  mer- 
its of  the  proposition. 

BOTIBI  OF  EKPRESKNTATIVKB, 

Tkubsdat,  December  10. 
Thg  Amittad  Afrieaia. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  foUoniog  resoIaUon; 
which  waa  read  for  iofonuatioii : 

Jtnolved,  Thkt  a  Select  Committee  of  flre  memben 
be  *ppaiDled,  with  libertj  to  tend  fbr  peiwms  and 
papers,  to  aaoertain  and  report  to  this  Hooh  whether 
the  prfaited  House  documeot  of  the  last  sesdon,  Ho, 
IBS,  hiM  been  fkltifled ;  materialt;  diifbring  tiom  the 
maniiacript  docament  tmundtted  bj  the  Freitident 
of  the  United  gutes ;  and  If  so,  bj  whom  the  sdd 
bl«fic«tion  waa  made. 

Ur.  A.,  after  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
tbe  docwnent,  (which  is  a  trsnsliition  fmni  the 
Spanish  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  African 
negroea  of  the  Amistad,)  observed  that  bis  ob- 
ject in  offering  the  resolndon  was,  first,  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  ofBccr  emplojed  as 
translator  in  the  State  Department ;  and,  sec- 
ond, that  it  might,  if  possible,  be  ascertained 
by  whom  the  fraad  had  been  perpetrated,  if  it 
sLoQld  prove  to  be  a  fraud,  and  not  a  blunder. 
He  tlien  went  on  to  argoe  that  this  erroneous 
translation  would  have  a  verj  important  bear- 
ing on  the  ease  of  the  negroes  in  questloD, 
whose  trial  would  coma  on  in  the  Supreme 
Conrt  in  Jannarr,  inasmuch  as  the  fraudulent 
translation  of  the  passport  would  make  them 
oat  as  slaTes,  whereas  the  proiier  translation 
would  show  that  the;  were  tree  men. 

Ur.  A.,  after  reading  copious  attracts  from  a 
vamphlet  oa  the  subject  by  Judge  W.  Jay,  of 
New  York,  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
the  resolution  woidd  be  adopted  forthwith. 

Tlie  qnestinn  waa  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolulJon ;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lewa— «ye8  87,  noea  4S. 

Jfeu  ifemW, 

The  Hon.  Hbtbt  H.  Brkoeecbiims,  of  Penn- 

(/Wanla,  elected  to  snpply  the  vaoanoy  occa- 

nonod  by  the  reaignation  of  the  Hon.  Rioilibd 

BtnuM,  appeared,  was  qnslifled,  and  took  hie 


IS  BXITATI. 

HoNDAT,  December  14. 

Ptrmantnt  Protptetive  Pre-emption  Lav. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  given  when  the  Sen- 
«•  *a»  ls,t  in  aewion,  Mr.  Bbhtom  rose  to  ask 
"*»e  to  bring  in  a  biU  for  the  establishmeut  of 

wnnanent  piQapeotive  pra-cnption  law  in 
»nt  of  Mttlera  on  tlie  poblio  laodi,  and  pre- 


faced his  motion  for  the  leave  he  was  airant  to 
aak,  with  some  remarks  npon  the  character  of 
the  bill  he  proposed  to  introduce,  the  appro- 
priateness of  the  present  time  for  bringing  it 
forward,  the  general  utility  of  the  pre-emption 
system,  and  the  public  expectation  to  see  it 
now  permonently  established.  He  stud  that 
the  pre-emption  laws  heretofore  passed  were 
temporary  in  their  dnration,  and  retrospective 
in  tbeir  operation :  they  n-ere  only  made  to 
include  settleis  up  to  a  liujited  day,  and  to  re- 
main in  forue  for  a  limited  period.  The  latest 
act  of  this  kind  was  passed  on  the  SOth  day  of 
June  last,  and  only  included  the  settlers  to  that 
day.  The  subsequent  settlers  received  no  ben- 
efit from  that  act :  they  were  now  without  pro- 
tection from  law ;  and  it  was  nqjnst  and  un- 
equal to  moke  any  distinction  between  tiie  set- 
tlers before  and  since  that  day.  All  were 
equally  entitled  to  legialaUve  protection,  and 
so  would  be  all  future  settlers ;  and  instead  of 
extending  this  protection  from  lime  to  time,  by 
temporary  and  limited  laws,  it  was  Just  and 
proper  to  provide  for  all  coses  at  once,  the  fu- 
ture as  well  as  the  ezisiing  cases,  by  establish- 
ing a  pennanent  prospective  pre-emption  sys- 
tem, to  operate  regularly  and  uniibrmly  in  all 
time  to  come. 

This,  sdd  Ur.  3.,  has  always  been  the  object 
of  the  friends  of  the  pre-emption  laws ;  tner 
always  looked  to  a  permanent  system ;  and 
ooosidered  the  temporary  acts  which  were 
passed  as  merely  stepping-etones  and  entering 
wedges  to  the  main  object.  This  has  been  con- 
stantly expressed,  ana  sometimes  attempted: 
and  the  auspicions  moment  for  a  saccessfol 
effort,  so  long  desired,  seems  now  to  have  ar- 
rived. All  parties  are  now  in  fevor  of  the  pol- 
icy which  leads  to  the  permanent  pre-emptive 
system.  The  summer  of  1S40,  ana  the  Presi- 
dential canvass  which  has  Just  terminated,  has 
produced,  or  developed,  a  unanimity  of  senti- 
ment on  this  desirable  point.  The  actual  Prea- 
ident  (Hr.  Tan  Bnreu)  has  long  been  in  favor 
of  this  policy,  and  has  so  expressed  himself  in 
repeated  Uessages  to  Oon^resa ;  the  Pre«dent 
elect  (General  Harrison)  is  represented  to  he 
&vorable  to  it  also,  and  has  had  the  benefit  of 
that  representation  in  tlie  late  Preaidential  can- 
vass; the  Democracv  are  the  known  advocatea 
of  pre-emptions,  and  fought  them  np,  in  manj 
hora-contested  actions,  to  victory  and  popular- 
ity ;  the  Federalista,  long  their  enemy,  have 
now  seen  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  have  be- 
come the  foremost  supporters  of  the  policy  they 
had  opposed.  The  poor  man,  and  his  syno- 
nyme,  tne  log-cabin,  have  become  the  absorb- 
ing objects,  and  the  burning  themes,  of  their 
love  and  eloquesoe.  They  celebrate  them  in 
all  forms,  and  wear  the  sign  of  the  oahin  in 
every  article  of  dress  and  furniture.  Now  the 
cabin,  the  poor  dan,  and  the  pre-emption,  go 
to^therj^  and  he  that  lovea  one,  must  lore  the 


shown  themMlves  to  be  most  deq^  immeraed. 
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The  gentlemen  of  this  party  have  betaken  them- 
Hlves  to  the  love  of  log-cabina,  and  sii  their 
paraphernaiia,  with  the  fury  find  inconUneDce 
of  a  niddeu  md  romantic  affeotion.  They  build 
them  with  their  own  hands,  and  pioasly  dedi- 
cate them — they  nng,  danoe,  drink,  and  speak 
in  them — they  attend  them  day  and  ^ght — 
thej  decorate  them  with  appropriate  trappings, 
witli  gourds,  coon  skins,  buck  horns,  beaver 
traps,  and  whatever  else  denotes  the  real  cabin 
of  the  poor  man,  and  the  pre-emptioner — they 
devote  themselves  to  the  service  of  these  rude 
edifices  with  a  seal  unknown  to  the  degeneracy 
of  modem  times.  Like  Pygmalion,  they  be- 
come madly  enamored  of  the  work  of  their  own 
hands,  and  deliver  up  their  lives  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  ita  contemplation. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  inexonsable  in  the 
friends  of  the  pre-emption  system  not  to  take 
advantage  of  this  favorable  conjunction  of  par- 
ties and  circumstances,  to  press  the  interests  of 
the  real  inhabitanCaof  thelog  cabins — the  fron- 
tier men  of  the  new  8tat«s  and  territories — 
whose  enterprise  lays  open  the  wilderness, 
whose  couraae  prote;:^  the  infant  settlements, 
and  whose  labor  reflects  value  upon  the  national 
domain.  This  is  the  man  whose  toil  demands 
onr  protection.  He  builds  a  cabin,  not  in  the 
city,  bat  in  the  woods;  not  with  mnsio  and 
feasting,  and  crowded  help,  bat  solitary  and 
alone,  and  with  privation  of  every  tiing  which 
could  give  Joy  to  the  task.  He  proceeds  upon 
hojiel — npon  the  hope  that  the  rude  tenement 
which  he  bnilds  may  be  his  own  I  that  the  se- 
cluded spot  which  he  has  selected  may  become 
his  I  tliat  no  henrtiess  speonlator  may  come  to 
rob  him  of  both  I     In  a  word,  he  hopes  that  a 

Ce-emption  hw  may  be  passed  I  Now,  said 
r.  B.,  let  us  help  this  lonely  and  meritorious 
man :  let  us  help  him  to  bnild  his  log-cabin ;  let 
OS  give  conrnge  to  his  heart,  strength  to  his 
arm,  and  comfort  to  his  spirit,  by  securing  to 
him  the  pre-emptive  right  to  the  soil  on  which 
he  builds.  It  is  oil  he  asks,  and  while  onr  great 
cities — even  this  metropolis,  and  all  the  capitals 
and  eommereial  emponums  of  all  the  States— 
■till  retain  the  evidences  of  Federal  love  for 
log-cabins;  while  these  erections,  so  lately  put 
up,  still  retain  their  unusual  position  in  public 
aqoares,  and  on  magnificent  streela,  side  by  side 
with  the  splendid  mansion  which  no  longer  dis- 
dains Its  hnmble  companion:  while  dl  t£is  still 
exists,  and  still  salutes  onr  eyes,  and  while  the 

Eroud  architects  of  these  city  cabins  are  still 
ere,  on  this  floor,  to  legislate  among  ns,  let  as 
extend  oar  regard  to  the  cabin  in  the  woods, 
and  grant  to  its  inhabitant  the  only  favor  whiri 
he  solicits — that  of  protection  from  the  specu- 
lator, in  the  house  which  he  has  built^  in  the 
field  which  he  has  cleared,  and  in  the  soil 
which  he  cultivates. 


L  BILL  U>  effabtish  a  penoMiGnt  pnapective  pre- 
emption system,  in  &Tor  of  aettlen  on  the  pnbUe 
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lands,  who  ihall  inhabit  and  coltiTtle  Uwai^ 

and  raise  a  li^-cabin  thereen. 
Bt  it  enaeled  by  tit  SataU  and  Hoai  ej  San- 
untatiiif  of  the  United  Statu  o/*  Aauritta  Cn- 
greti  attmbteil.  That  Irom  uid  after  (he  punge  o( 
this  act,  ererj  head  of  a  fumly,  ererj  widow,  i^ 
erery  single  man  otgt  the  ige  of  eigfateen  yeva,  wbt 
shnll  make  a  settlement  oa  any  of  ue  paUu  lindiiii 
which  the  Indian  Utie  has  tteuL,  or  ^lall  be,  uto- 
guished,  whether  the  same  be  ■DTTered  or  Dot,  n 
who  may  have  settled  on  each  land  ance  the  SOlh 
day  of  June,  1840,  and  wtto  shall  iahital  nid  in- 
prove  tlie  nme,  and  taiie  a  lag-eaUo  tbetean,  dsl 
t>e  eoticled  to  a  pie-emptton  in  tha  poidiaae  d  on 

Sec.  S.  And  U  it  further  enaeUd,Tia.tMUn&i 
improTement  and  tha  settlement  shall  be  on  iiSaei 
quarter  tections,  the  settler  shall  make  dmee  oF  Ibt 
quarter  be  will  take,  provided  it  can  be  dona  wilkM 
prq'udice  to  the  rights  of  othera. 

Sic.  S.  AiidbtUJ^I}iereruitttd,Tlalw\xm'ii 
quantity  of  one  hundred  and  tiitj  acre«  auntte 
obtained  in  one  entire  quarter  section,  the  deGciacj 
may  be  made  up  out  of  any  coDUguom  nod 
ground. 

StC.  4.  And  U  it  furtiur  tnaeUi.  Hut  in  At 
eiocation  of  this  act,  and  in  iw  fifing  up  the  quuitr 
of 'One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  when  tbsMiMti» 
not  be  had  entire,  the  enbriee  mar  be  made  ia  BkO 
of  eighty  acres,  or  forty  acres,  or  la  baetioH ;  «>d 
where  the  fraction  shaJl  bo  more  (ban  the  qajntilj 
required  (o  complete  the  pre-emption,  the  execs  AiH 
be  paid  for,  and  the  pre-emptive  right  ihiD  alai 
to  the  whole  fraction. 

Bkc.  6.  And  be  il  further  tiKKUJ,'nittiii«ml'' 
or  more  perRons  shall  have  aettied  on  the  nuce  qoi- 
ler  lection,  the  same  shall  be  divided  betweta  ibto. 
and  the  defldency  made  up  to  each  out  of  cmiiigwi°) 
vacant  ground  :  bat  no  wilful  intruder  on  Um  i^f 
rights  of  another  dull  be  entitled  to  inr  bexH 
under  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  farther  enaOei,  All  1i^  >» 
ervaUons  of  pablic  lands  for  any  purpoea  wluwa 
shall  be  exempted  from  theoperatI(moriluiu<.i) 
that  no  right  A  pre-emplieo  shall  acciue  en  u;  *» 

Sto.  T.  AndU  it  fiirOier  tiuutti,  Thtuniptt 
tioDB  In  relation  to  pre-emption  daiiua,  or  lietaKD 
claimants  to  the  same  quarter  eeetlOD,  dull  heM^ 
rimmarilyand  deflnidvely  by  the  B^isleruiil  Bt 
ceiver  of  the  district,  under  the  InstmetiiHis  nf  ■" 
Commiidoner  of  the  Genenl  Land  Office. 


one,  and  did  not  afford  time  for  the  ooort^ 
usnally  extended  npon  the  introdnotitm  of  bl|■^ 
he  hoped  it  would  be  waived  in  the  preseol  in- 
stance, and  that  each  Senator  would  vote  npM 
the  question  of  its  second  reading  in  awortsiW 
with  his  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  biD ;  «" 
he  would  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  ordenf 
it  to  a  second  reading.  ,^ 

Mr.  HunBiSB  widied  to  look  into  the  M 
before  he  was  called  npon  to  vote  either  vx  « 
against  it,  and  hoped  that  the  Benator  vns 
lUBsonri  would  permit  it  to  be  pMtpcoM  hkC 
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r,  and  printed ;  which  waa  agreed  to, 
lod  tbe  biU  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JSttetion  of  Chaplain. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Ouplun,  and  the  ballots  having  been  coontad, 
tiie  Fbesideiit  announce^  the  following  aa  the 
result: 
Whole  nomber  of  ballots,  -        -        -        89 
Fot  Eev.  Mr.  Coodiaii,     •        -        -    26 
Ebt,  Mr.  Tbokktok,   -        -        -    10 
Bev.  Mr.  8hi.v,  -       -       -      4 

So  Mr.  CooEKAS  was  dedared  to  be  dolf 
elected. 
The  Senate  then  a^onrned. 

HOOSX  OF  BSPRKeXin'ATITSS. 

UoKDAT,  December  14. 
Death  i^Mr.  Andtnon  of  Kentttcky. 

Ur.  Tboupsok,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  an- 
nonnced  to  tbe  Hooae  tbat  Simeon  H.  Andeb- 
BON,  his  predecessor  in  this  Cougress  from  the 
Mb  distjict  in  Eentnckj,  had  departed  this 
life,  at  ins  residence  in  Garrard  oountr,  since 
the  last  »e$9ioD.  Mr.  T.  remarhed  Uiat  hi« 
death  was  a  public  calamity,  becAuse  the  conn- 
trj,  m  the  morning  of  bis  life,  and  as  his  career 
of  luefoiness  upon  a  new  theatre  had  Jiut  oom- 
meneed,  had  been  deprived  of  one  of  her  most 
proTiiiiiiQg  BODS.  In  the  councils  of  his  native 
Elate,  he  had  rendered  services  to  that  State, 
RD(]  achieved  for  himself  an  enviable  reputa- 
^011 )  wsthont  opposition,  and  b;  tbe  undivided 
Bcffrnge  of  his  district,  he  had  been  returned  a 
member  for  this  Congress.  His  bearing  aa  a 
gentleniaa  was  a  trna  evidence  of  the  morol 
viirLh  and  integrity  of  purpose  that  oharacter- 
izod  the  man.  His  brief  services  here  had  not 
tally  manifested  to  this  body  the  rich  atlaia- 
meuts  and  high  order  of  intellect  that,  com- 
bined with  his  private  virtue,  had  secnred  to 
tiiia  not  only  pnbtic  confidence  at  home,  bnt 
il'w  that  respect  and  attachment  which  all  the 
better  aympethiea  of  social  life  ever  accord  to 
merit  and  worth.  The  bar  of  which  he  waa  a 
member  and  an  ornaniont,  in  Lis  native  State, 
regret  his  untimely  dcnth ;  his  district  feels  the 
low.  Allied  witli  the  best  blood  of  the  State, 
Le  has  latL  a  yonn);  family  to  mourn  thd  sad 
bereavement  of  a  kind  parent  and  an  affection- 
ate hualiand.  Ur.  T.  presented  the  following 
re^luUnns  aa  a  token  of  condolence  to  tint 
tamily,  and  as  the  last  kind  office  and  tribate 
of  respect  we  can  pay  to  the  memory  of  one 
who  jet  lives  in  the  cherished  remembrances 
ud  affections  of  his  friends,  his  relatives,  and 
of  the  State  of  which  he  was  a  favorite  child, 
•nil  on  whom  she  rested  high  and  proud  hopes 
of  fdtnre  usefulness  and  eminence.  There  ia 
^ttod  to  but  few  a  better  and  brighter  fortune 
Oumieenied  to  await  him.  The  aentiment  that 
tbej  whom  the  Oods  love  die  young,"  was 
l^der  delusion  of  heathen  auperstition,  in  thi. 
mance,  he  trusted,  hnt  exemplified  and  adop^ 
t^  by  a  wiae  and  mysterious  dl^nsation  of 


the  Ohriatian'a  Providence.  The  male^ction, 
"May  you  die  from  home,"  was  an  imprecaljon 
be  had  no  enemy  malevolent  enough  to  utter, 
and  he  now  repoaea  as  he  lived  and  died,  sur- 
rounded by  his  household  and  MendsL 

ItMolrtd,  That  this  House  wllh  deep  regret  have 
heard  the  umotmceioent  of  the  destfa  or  Bixboh  H. 
IKBON,  of  Eentni^,  late  a  member  of  this  Con- 

SttolBtd,  That  to  teetify  Iheir  ngtid  for  the  de- 
oeaaed,  and  as  an  CTidence  of  tbe  synpathj  the;  feel, 
and  hereby  tender  to  his  surTivinK  reUcivea,  they 
111  wear  crape  on  the  left  inn  for  thirt;  days. 
Saalved,  As  >  fiirther  teetimon;  of  cespect  for  tbe 
deceased,  that  when  this  House  adi'^""'  to-day,  it 
a4foDm  to  to-moiTOw. 

Ihath  of  Mr.  Bamiey  qf  Paauj/hania. 

Mr.  LxET  addressed  the  House  aa  follows ; 

Mr.  Bpx&um :  In  accordance  with  a  practice 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  I  r^ 
to  dischoi^e  a  painful  duty ;  in  doing  which  I 
feel  sore  the  House  will  sympathize  with  me. 
I  rise,  sir,  to  announce  the  death  of  Williuc 
SiBnBtrc  Rahbet,  who  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  and 
represeatod  the  Camberlaod  district.  He  died 
Bnddenly  in  October  last,  in  tbe  city  of  Balti- 
more, somewhat  remote  from  the  bosom  of  his 
near  relatives,  but  where,  however,  there  were 
not  wanting  friends  to  show  ^propriate  marks 
of  respect  to  his  memory.  His  death  was  not 
less  sudden  than  melancholy.  From  early  in- 
fancy he  was  afflicted  with  feeble  health,  and 
a  weak  constitution. 

Having  been  called  by  the  people  of  his  di»- 
trict  to  serve  tliem  in  the  National  Legislatnre 
of  his  native  country,  and  desirous  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  struggled  through 
the  last  unusually  arduous  and  exciting  session, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  a  manner  alike 
honorable  to  himself,  prati^ing  to  his  friends, 
and  satisfactory  to  bis  oonstitueata.  At  the 
close  of  the  session,  he  found  his  constitution 
rapidly  yielding  to  the  ravages  of  a  confirmed 
consumptioa;  and  daring  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  yontli  of  his  days,  with  the  fairest 
earthly  prospects  before  him,  (could  he  have 
lived  to  realize  them,)  and  at  a  time  when  one 
would  think  he  might  be  buoyant  with  hope, 
he  sunk  a  victim  to  gloomy  melancholy,  leavmg 
numerous  devoted  friends  to  lament  his  prema- 
ture and  deplorable  death.  I  have  never  beea 
able  to  feel  J^tUJ/_  the  propriety  of  panegyric  on 
oocaaions  like  this — it  excites  littie  or  no  inter- 
est where  the  subject  of  it  is  unknown,  and 
caimot  reach  hit  ear,  nor  enhance  hia  character 
in  the  esteem  of  those  who  knew  his  eoodnesa, 
his  talentSj  and  his  virtues.  1  may  be  mdnlged, 
however,  in  simply  s^ing,  that  Mr.  RucasT, 
as  a  man,  was  liberid  and  kind ;  and,  as  a 
friend,  was  true  and  faithful :  he  ei^oyed  the* 
advantages  of  on  accomplished  education  re- 
ceived in  this  country,  and  he  visited  some  ol 
the  most  bmons  places  in  Europe,  in  the  anx- 
ious pursuit  of  knowledge^  and  tor  the  improve- 
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ment  oThts  health.  Some  time  sReT  his  return 
from  Enrope,  he  iras  in  18S8  elected  to  the  26tli 
Congress,  oiid  in  1840  vu  again  returned  hj  a 
generoos  and  enlightened  conHtitneaoy  to  the 
STth  OongresB.  Bnt,  alaal  he  is  noir  no  more 
— ha  died  a  hich-minded  and  honorable  man. 

Witbont  mAing  fhrthar  retnarfca,  I  aak  the 
House  to  pay  the  onstomorf  tribute  of  respeot 
to  the  memory  of  a  deceased  member,  bj  aaopt- 
ing  the  resolntions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  DOW  send  to  the  Ohur. 

RtKlved,  Tlut  the  members  of  this  Bouse  will 
lestiiy  Uieir  respect  for  the  memory  of  WlLUtH 
8TKRRKTT  KiJisiT,  bj  wesHiig  cTspc  On  the  left  snn 
Tor  thirty  days. 
Kaottd,  That  this  House  do  now  s4)0DnL 
The  above  resolntions  were  then  adopted, 
And  the  House  adjourned  nntil  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock. 

nr  BEIIATE. 

TuKBDAT,  December  IS. 

Septal  <tf  th«  Ifidependent  Trtatary  Limb. 

The  following  resolntion  anhmitted  yesterday 

by  Mr.  Cut,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken  up  for 

oonxideration,  viz : 

Ritoiiitd,  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  set  to  prorlde 
forlhe  collection,  safe-keeping,  tralisfer,  anddurt)ane- 
meot  of  tlie  public  revenue,"  ougbt  to  be  fortbwilh 
repealed  ;  and  that  the  CommiUce  on  FSnance  be  in- 
structed le  report  a  bill  accardmgly. 

Mr.  Clat  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  purpose, 
in  offering  his  reeolution,  to  invite  or  partake 
in  ail  armuaeut  on  any  question  that  might  arise 
out  of  the  great  measure  to  which  tho  reeolu- 
tion relates.  It  was,  then,  no  purpose  on  his 
[lart  to  enter  into  any  aivument.  He  would  as 
ief  argue  to  a  convicted  criminal,  with  a  rope 
round  bis  neck,  and  the  cart  aboat  to  leave  his 
body,  to  prove  to  him  that  his  conviction  was 
Bccoraing  to  law  and-justice,  as  to  prove  that 
this  Sab-Treaanry  measure  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned. He  Lad  brought  forward  the  resolution 
in  the  shape  in  which  he  had  presented  it  to 
the  Senate,  because  he  thought  it  was  his  dutj* 
BO  to  do.  The  ordinary  course  of  legislation — 
the  nsual  practice,  he  was  aware,  in  repealii^ 
existing  laws — was  to  move  a  resolution  of  in- 
struction, addressed  to  a  otHnmittee,  and  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, or  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  measure  which  it  was  wished  to  get  rid  of. 
Bnt  there  were  occasions  when  that  ordinary 
form,  he  presamed,  might,  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  they  looked  for  examples  to 
the  only  period  which  l>earB  any  analogy  to 
that  which  exists  at  this  moment — he  meant 
tlie  period  of  1800,  when  Jefferson  came  into 
power,  bnt  under  circumstances  tat  different, 
»and  in  a  contest  more  equal  end  of  doubtftii 
issue  than  that  which  has  brought  the  present 
men  into  iMwer— if  they  looked  back  to  that 
period,  and  saw  the  alien  law,  not  limited  and 
temporal,   bat  of  permanent  duration— conM 


to  the  expedienoy  of  repealing  that  n 
.  .  ens  measure  t  But  respecting  this  Sob- 
Treasury,  about  which  they  had  bad  sboet 
three  yeius  and  three  months'  argnmeat— • 
E«riod  longer  than  the  last  war  with  Gmt 
Britain,  and  half  OB  great  as  the  war  of  tlie 
Revolution — under  these  circumstancea,  dlana- 
sion  of  the  measure  would  seem  to  be  nnnecn- 
sary  and  misplaced ;  it  was  snffldNit  for  hia 
to  say  that  the  nation  wills  the  rqiesl  of  Ibt 
measure — the  nation  decrees  the  repeal  of  th> 
measure — the  nation  commands  the  repeal  cf 
the  measure — and  the  representatives  OS  Else- 
teea  States  were  sent  there  instructed  loRpesl 
it,  They  might  dispute  about  what  was  or  wu 
not  involved  in  the  issne  of  th«  late  Pieeidci- 
tial  contest )  they  might  contend  that  that  ton- 


was  the  practice  of  gentlemen  to  whom  ilwu 
his  misfortune  to  be  opposed  in  that  %mt», 
after  elections,  to  contend  that  tiiis  eledin 
sanctions  this  or  puts  down  that  measnrs,  aai 
that  election  demonstrates  that  the  people  in 
in  favor  of  this  end  opposed  to  that  nmnn, 
whether  Snb-Trcasary  or  a  United  Stales  Bint, 
and  there  might  be  a  controverHy  about  ilw 
matter ;  bnt  on  one  point  it  was  impMstJe 
there  could  be  diversity  of  opinion,  either  beie 
or  elsewhere ;  and  that  is,  that  this  nation,  t; 
one  of  the  most  tremendona  mqjoritlei  trer 
given  in  our  nation's  aunals,  whatever  dse  it 
may  have  decided,  has  decided  against  this  Eob' 
Treasury  measure.  And  when  the  Miioa 
speaks — when  the  nation  wills^ — when  the  n^ 
tion  commands,  what  is  to  be  douet  Ihen 
was  no  necesrfty  to  go  through  the  form  of  re- 
ferring to  a  committee  to  inquire  into  tbeu- 
pedlencj  of  doing  what  the  pnblio  seDtiffiOit 
required.  "What  Senator  would  stand  thOT  in 
his  place  and  say  be  opposed  himself  to  the  *3I 
of  the  nation  t 

But  a  word  as  to  the  effect  of  a  rqtesi  rflM) 
measure.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  opendce 
of  the  present  Sub-Treasury  eyslem  I  It  *^ 
said  to  he  very  successful.  This  was  anuonjKW 
in  the  Message,  and  repeated  in  tbe  ttport  d 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  shonH, 
however,  have  been  pleased  if  those  doconiMl* 
had  gone  into  details  respecting  the  (q>entMn 
of  this  measure,  showing  how  it  had  altered  1^ 
bnsiness  and  the  relations  of  tho  coantry,  ■» 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  retisiiK- 
Bnt,  BO  fsr,  it  was  said  it  had  satisfied  all  tjieir 
expectations,  and  was  in  soccessftil  opersttM- 
Now  he  (Mr.  Clat)  thanked  God  Ue  ww  ^ 
removed  from  any  one  of  the  EeceivereGcoe™ 
— nay,  he  wished  he  was  farther  removed ;  '^ 
be  should  be  glad  to  know  where  had  b«n  iB 
snccessfhl  operation.    Perhaps  the  Scustorihffli 


to  learn  how  it  had  auceessfhlly  operate^  ^ 
that  iUnstrioDs  Senator  who  had  ahly  and  »>- 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


PEBATHS  OF  COypRBBS. 

JUpBol  of  On  iKdepemdnt  Tmuurg  Law. 


1840. 


qnentlj  defended  the  Becretarj  of  tha  Treosory 
on  all  occanoiu ;  and  he  most  Ha;  that  it  WM  a 
most  nDgTatefbl  return  for  those  serriaes,  to 
treat  him  u  ha  had  been  treated  U  a  recent 
election  for  United  State*  Senator  for  Qie  State 
of  Keir  HampghircL  He  ihoald  be  glad,  how- 
ever, to  learn  from  him,  (Ur.  Hobbabd,)  and 
Irom  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the  he»d  of  the 
Committee  on  finance,  in  detul,  what  had  been 
theoparatlon  of  this  Sub-Trewmrr  ejBtem— how 
it  vBi  aoting— bow  it  was  working— how  it 


arjinp 


tha  flnaui^  and  oommaroial  and 


manQ&otaring  a^ura  of  the  oonntrj.  He  would 
tell  them  what  he  nndantood  ft  to  be,  thongh 
he  was  separated  from  nianj  of  these  Beo^Ters 
Geneni.     He  nnderstood  that  there  was  not 


inqjeraUon.  He  ondentood  that  now,  a«  then, 
the  notes  of  all  the  spede-paTing  banks  were 
Kcetved  b7  the  ooUeoton,  and  transferred  to  the 
Beceivers  Oeoeral.  He  understood  the  process 
was  this:  A  merobant  of  New  York  has  a  large 
sum  to  paj— 48^  $100 ;  well,  he  pvee  a  oheok 
to  a  BpMM-pajing  bank — ha  pajs  no  monef , 
bat  the  cfaeek  ia  endoned  specie— and  he  gtves 
another  check  witli  no  endorsement  whatever ; 
both  are  otErried  to  the  bank,  and  are  oarried  to 
the  credit — true,  not  of  the  Qovemment — bat 
of  the  KeceiTer  General  in  his  private  acconnt, 
■s  a  private  trutsactlon.  Well,  they  all  knew, 
whatever  nught  be  endorsed  on  the  check  for 
$100  or  (800,  that  they  vera  both  eaah  paper, 
coavertible  into  roede,  and  this  was  the  usage 
prior  to  the  4tii  M  Jnl^  Ust ;  and  the  paper  of 
no  bank  which  did  not  pav  specie  was  recdvad 
ij  tha  eoUector  of  tha  pnblie  revenue,  hot  the 
paper  of  banks  pajing  specie  was.  It  is  now 
received,  and  it  was  so  received  before  the  4th 
of  JqIj,  taking  New  York  as  an  example  for 
illustration.  The  revenue,  when  collected  bj 
the  collector,  wa*  paid  into  the  bank  to  the  ac- 
count of  Jeaie  Hojt — to  his  private  acconnt, 
over  which  the  Uovemment  had  no  control — 
Hid  now  he  pasaed  it  over  to  Paul  or  to  Saul 
Allen,  who  had  abo  an  acconnt  with  tike  bank, 
over  which  the  Government  bad  nt)  oonlTtd  or 
direction.  Well,  then,  the  whole  revenoe  of 
the  United  States,  amoimting  to  nineteen  mil- 
lions, according  to  Uie  astlmsAes  uf  the  onrraot 
ind  the  next  jwr,  but  thirteen  millions  as  act- 
'  uHj-  received  dming  the  preaant  jetr — the 
vbole  revenoe  of  tha  United  SUtes,  at  some 
time  or  other,  passed  through  the  hands  and 
vss  k^t  in  the  oostodj  of  private  individuals, 
The  stood  iTedited  for  the  amount  oo  the  books 
of  some  bank  or  banks  to  which  the^  had  re- 
"wt.  W^  then,  if  he  were  not  mirtakon,  it 
vu  very  clear  the  operation  of  the  s/stem,  so 
^,  bad  been  eioeedinvlj  limited,  and  in  the 
event  of  a  repeal,  whidi  was  proposed  in  that 
y^solutiou,  the  result  would  be  that  the  admin- 
istmion  of  the  Treasury  Departineat  will  revert 
back  to  the  atate  of  things  prior  to  the  Mb  of 
'■■ly,  or  rather  it  will  continue  the  same  alAte 
a(  uimgi  which  yet  existed,  wiUuHit  iDtsr&ring 


with  tha  Snancial  affairs  of  the  Government. 
He  hoped  for  another  result,  should  he  succeed 
in  obtaining  a  concurrence  wiUi  his  resolution 
— he  hoped  that  an  account  would  be  opened, 
as  in  olden  times,  as  in  safe  times,  and  in  time* 
of  regular  administration  of  the  Government, 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  But 
he  contended  that,  whatever  inoonvenienoea 
coold  result  from  a  repeal  of  the  measure,  that 
was  no  consideration  for  them.  Their  duty 
was  marked  out  by  the  public  opinion,  and,  for 
one,  he  was  disposed  to  obey  its  instruction 
which,  to  nineteen  States  of  this  Union,  bad 
been  given. 

Ur.  WmoBT  sud  he  come  from  one  of  the 
nineteen  States  alladed  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentneky,  and  he  was  ha|>py  to  s^  to  that 
Senator,  that  ha  r^oioed  to  find  it  was  the  dis- 
position of  the  party  aboni  to  come  into  power 
to  make  precisely  the  issue  tendered  by  this 
resolution.  Be  thanked  that  Senator,  therefore 
— as  he  would  have  done  yesterday  when  the 
resolution  was  presented,  had  it  been  proper — 
for  presenting  that  proposition  to  them.  He 
could  say  to  that  Senator,  that  for  one — and 
perhaps  he  could  say  it  with  more  propriety 
than  any  other  member  of  that  body — he  did 
not  desire  farther  to  discuBS  that  measure  either 
before  the  Senate  or  the  country ;  he  could  only 
say,  that  when  the  Senate  wss  called  upon  to 
act  upon  the  proposition,  he  was  desirous  that 
it  should  be  with  an  understanding  of  what  it 
is,  and  that  the  Senate  might  be  as  fhll  as  may 
be,  oonristent  with  the  atteudanoe  of  member* 
in  the  city.  To-day  he  did  not  de^re  to  act 
upon  it,  for  one  Senator,  now  in  town,  was  sick 
and  not  able  to  be  in  his  place;  and  another 
left  town  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Sen- 
ate prior  to  yesterday,  with  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  returning  lost  evening,  who  had 
not  yet  resumed  his  seat ;  but  if  Uiere  was  a 
disiKNdtlon  in  the  Senate  to  act  upon  the  reso- 
lution, and  make  an  expreesion  which  would 
not  mislead  the  public  mind,  he  should  desire 
that  axpresnon  to  be  made  now,  and  upon  this 
resolution.  It  wonld  be  a  work  of  scperorog*. 
tion,  in  a  short  eeasion  like  this,  to  pass  the  ree- 
olutlon,  and  instmct  a  committee  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  proposed  repeal,  without  any  expec- 
tation that  the  bill  would  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  Senate.  Hence  he  wished  that  all  the 
members  in  attendance  might  be  present  when 
the  vote  should  be  taken.  Bnt  ne  could  not 
excuse  himself  if  he  allowed  the  opportunity  to 
pass  without  some  sliaht  raferenee  to  the  re- 
marks of  tlie  Senator  by  whom  the  resolation 
had  been  introduced.  That  Senator  had  be- 
oome  deeply  impressed  with  the  result  of  tha 
late  election;  and  on  the  point  whether  it  was 
or  waa  not  a  ftiU  and  free  and  fair  eipreasion 
of  the  popdar  will,  he  (Ur.  Wrioht)  did  not 
stand  tnere  to  express  an  opinion.  He  would 
merdy  call  to  the  honorable  Senator's  mind 
that  they  had  Inst  passed  tlirough  the  first  eleo- 
tion  under  this  Qovomment,  when  principlea 
OB  the  part  of  the  dixninut  party  were  not  de- 
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dared,  when  measaras  wen  not  avowed,  and 
when  men  stood  before  tbe  oonntrT',  not  to  pro- 
olum  to  the  people  their  princnples  &nd  v — 
ores,  bnt  to  apolt^ze  for  saTing  nothing  ic  . ,. 
erence  to  their  measnres  or  tbe  policj-  which 
tbe;  proposed  to  adopt.  That  being  tbe  case, 
Qie  Senate  wonld  pardon  him  for  calling  their 
ition  to  the  fact,  that  be,  and  other  Sen- 
B  who  had  rat  there  with  him  from  1S82 
and  18S3  to  the  present  time,  had  wen  election 
after  election,  when  it  waa  ijie  fashion  of 
didatos  and  «f  partlea  to  avow  their  prindplea, 
and  bad  heari  the  h(«oniUe  Senator,  with  an 
tngennitr  which  eannot  be  enrpassed,  pan?  tbe 
brae  his  (Ur.  Wbioht's)  fHenos  bad  made,  and 
oontend,  almoet  with  snecess,  that  nothing  was 
prejudged  by  the  popnlar  voice  In  those  pop- 
olar  elections.  Take  tbe  verj  meeanre  whioh 
it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal,  and  what  was 
thejndgment  of  the  people,  and  what  was  the 
pnblic  expression  at  tbe  Oongreaslonal' elections 
of  1838  and  18S0?  Then,  if  ever,  a  diatinot 
issne  or  proposition  was  presented  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  That  was  tbe  Issne  that 
was  pending  dnring  tlie  war  of  more  than  three 
years'  dnration,  of  .which  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor had  spoken — that  was  the  only  point  in 
controversy ;  and  what  was  the  result?  There 
was  a  popnlar  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
tnre  unfavorable  to  this  messare  in  18S7  and 
18S8,  and  was  retnmed  In  its  plaoe  in  1B38  and 
1889,  favorable  to  it;  aod  it  was  adopt«d  in 
pursuance  of  a  pronunciation  of  the  will  of  tbe 
people  of  this  country,  pending  the  controversy 
as  to  the  measnra  itself  That  popnlar  mind 
may  have  changed — it  may  be  different  now ; 
bnt  if  it  be,  and  if  the  pronunciation  of  the  pop- 
nlar opinion  has  been  against  the  Independent 
Treasury,  of  what  measure,  as  substitute,  has  it 
been  in  favor  I  Has  tlie  pronunciation  of  tbe 
lat«  election  declared  the  popnlar  voice  of  the 
country  to  be  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank  t 
Will  the  Senator  contend  that  it  was  so,  and 
will  bis  party  aasame  it?  Or  has  it  declared 
in  favor  of  tbe  policy  of  another  political  party, 
and  a  return  to  the  system  of  State  bank  de- 
posits! Would  tbe  honorable  Senator  admit 
tbatf  He  (Mr.  Wrioht)  did  not  say  the  hon- 
orable Senator  wonld  admit  either  or  both ;  bnt 
bo  bod  a  right  to  ask  the  qnestion. 

But  the  Senator  says  the  resnlt  of  the  late 
election  has  been  a  triumphant  pronunciation 
against  tbis  measnre.  How  is  it  ascertained} 
By  what  declaration  of  policy  or  principle  on 
the  part  of  that  party  which  has  become  pre- 
dommaut!  Why,  he  should  suppose — and  be 
made  the  remark  without  intending  disrespect 
anywhere — if  the  resnlt  of  tbe  late  election 
could  be  cltumed  as  proving  any  tbing,  it  was 
to  prove  that  they  were  to  take  down  the 
splendid  ediSce  in  which  he  then  stood,  and 
erect  a  log-cabiif  in  its  place — that  instead  of 
the  rich  draperies  and  valuable  pictures  before 
them,  they  were  to  bang  around  thoir  chamber 
coon  skins,  cat  skins,  and  other  trophies  of  tbe 
chose.    Bnt  the  Senator  does  not  claim  inoh  to 


be  onr  dnties,  reenldng  from  the  late  eiprewm 
of  the  popular  wilL  No,  soch  is  not,  and  Im 
not  been,  the  resnlt  of  ^e  jHwnnndadoa  of  tlte 
will  of  the  freemen  of  this  conntrrj  ind  jet, 
could  they  not  prove  such  eoudueioDi  wiili 
double  force  and  double  teaUnuuiy  ont  thtt 
which  the  honorable  Senator  seeks  noT  to  es- 
tablish— tbe  condemnation  of  the  Bab-Tr«*ni7 
measnre  t  And  yet  tbey  were  called  upoB  U 
be  silent,  to  snbmit,  and  to  obey  tbis  foregoH 
decree.  Against  tlie  popnlar  pronimduln 
made  at  the  lato  cleetiona,  ne  sbonld  not  inloh 
tiooally  ntter  one  word— the  deciaiu  of  tbe 
people  he  sbonld  respect ;  for  they  wse  je^ 
tbank  God,  the  hl^eat  tribunal  kuoim  to  ma 
oonntry,  and  her  iftslitntlons.  When  tha  ptf- 
era  which  that  election  has  brought  into  enst- 
enoe  shall  eonstitntionally  take  their  ptsm,  l> 
should  be  one  of  those  who,  whether  as  »  pri- 
vate citizen,  or  in  the  hish  position  In  vhidi 
he  then  stood,  wonld  be  foond  ready  to  rente 
a  constitutional  snbmiaiion;  but  he  tu  tX 
ready  to  admit  that,  in  rendering  its  YtrHO, 
the  popular  voice  had  prononnoed  iu  decisn 
against  this  measure ;  or  if  it  had,  thst  it  bi 
decided  in  &vor  of  any  oth^  measure  in  iu 
place.  What,  then,  was  tbe  aigument  of  H* 
gentleman  in  favor  of  this  predpltate  repeill 
Was  it  that  the  measure  was  imaa  mlscbitf  to 
the  country,  and  was  working  evil  to  the  pw- 
ple  ?  He  (Mr.  Woioht)  did  not  nnderstsBd  W 
to  say  10.  It  was  that  it  was  not  carried  <atia 
its  terms  and  spirit — that  the  law  was  aot  ob- 
served, but  that  it  was  violated  by  tbe  offiew 
appointed  under  it.  Well,  the  honorable  So- 
ator  piigbt  be  right,  fbr  he  (Mr.  Wpai)  M 
not  that  acquaintance  with  banking  inititiidDiti 
which  would  enable  him  to  prwionnce  <b  tb« 
fact.  If  that  were  so,  however,  did  it  Mlo* 
that  tbe  law  must  be  repealed,  because  tb«  Uv 
was  not  observed  t  And  should  tbey  eipM^ 
from  the  honorable  Senator  that  mode  (rf  g* 
ting  rid  of  a  salutary  law  which  wis  not  a- 
ecuted  f  Should  not,  rather,  an  inquirj  be 
instituted  to  ascertain  whether  the  officer  on 
discharge  their  duty  t  He  knew  not  wh»t  II* 
fact  might  be  anywhere,  bnt  he  conffvti  it 
wonld  have  pleased  him  better  if  the  bono:^ 
gentteman  had  consented  to  take  PhiliddDha 
instead  of  Kew  York,  as  an  ezsnipU ;  and  n 
knew  the  Kew  York  banks  were  specieiiiju^  ^ 
banks;  and  he  knew  it  was  the  constnuUrt 
duty  of  the  Receiver  General  to  recdve  tla* 
fourths  of  tbe  revenue  there  in  tbe  neW  « 
specie-paying  banks ;  bnt  does  the  Philadelp™ 
Receiver  General  take  checks  npMi  D00-q>M^ 
pejinghanks!  And  If  theBee^verGenewlof 
New  York,  iostead  of  compelling  tbemww™ 
to  bring  specie  to  his  vanity,  takes  a  eemaw 
check  that  is  payable  in  sneoie,  and  presents  it 
for  payment  himself  is  the  law  vioisted,  eta 
the  CMnmnuity  injm^l  What,  then,  a  "» 
argument  1  Why,  there  had  been  but  litUew> 
Mary  influence  from  the  practical  opwntw  oi 
this  law,  and  therefore  it  was  better  to  rtF™ 
it.    B«f««litfi)rwh«tt    Totaketbewnaw" 
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out  of  the  reach  of  Oongress,  uid  place  them 
•gain  where  thej  bad  Tirtnatlj  beea  iioce  the 
tuipeosioD  of  the  banks  in  183T,  until  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law—in  the  hands  of  the  BrecntiTe  1 
IV'iU  it  be  better  to  pnt  them  exdnaiTel]'  in  Ex- 


fiait  the  Senator,  ontil  a  better  STstem 
davised  ?  What  ia  the  coarse  of  wisdom,  and 
IT  hat  has  been  the  popolor  voice  in  the  matter  t 
Bnt  he  waa  (;oing  fhrtlier  than  he  had  intended, 
and  therefi}r«  he  afaoald  soBpead  farther  re- 
mark. He  did  not  derire  to  foredoae  tlie  de- 
bate bj  a  motion  to  poe^ne  now,  bnt  when 
the  Senate  eame  to  act  opoa  this  reaolntioo,  he 
desired  that  the  deoirion  should  be  the 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  aa  ftall  a  Senate  i 
atteadanoe  of  members  of  the  Benate  in  the 
aij  wonld  permit.  For  the  present  he  would 
onif  ask  that  the  vote  be  b^en  by  ayes  and 

Ur.  Guaojm  stiA  he  had  sapposed  that  the 
party  about  to  oome  into  power  wotdd  hare 
been  content  with  their  decidre  \iet017,  and 
thottbe  bnnnesi  of  the  seaeton  wonld  be  aUowed 
to  go  on  qnietly,  withont  calling  np  any  of  the 
exciting  topics  that  entered  into  the  late  can- 
voM,  or  aotidpating  the  measures  beloD(ring 
properly  to  the  coming  Adminiatration.  The 
country  has  jnst  passed  through  one  of  the 
mort  agitating  canvaaeea  it  ever  had,  and  it  la 
time  it  should  have  repose ;  and  he,  fi>r  one, 
bod  determined,  if  it  ahonld  not,  it  would 
not  be  hU  fault.  Without  adverting  to  the 
put,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  wait,  and 
form  no  opinion  tJU  General  Harrison  had  as- 
tDined  hit  high  and  reeponsible  office,  and  de- 
veloped the  prinoiples  and  policy  on  which  he 
inteailed  to  adminiater  the  Qoyemmen^  in  an 
ollicial  and  responsible  form.  If  he  should,  in 
good  faith,  by  praeUca,  aa  well  as  profession, 
edopt  the  coarse  which  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Ur.  Ct^-t)  had  aaanred  us  he  would ;  if 
his  Administration  dud]  be  one  of  retrenchment 
ud  economy,  deep  and  thorough,  for  they  are 
t»th  much  needed ;  if  it  shall  be  opposed  to  a 
Dstional  debt,  fimded  or  nniiinded ;  if  ag^nst 
the  improper  extension  of  Executive  power,  and 
shall  be  opposed  to  the  nse  of  its  patronage  as 
the  means  of  rewarding  mere  partisan  service ; 
wd  i(  finally  as  intimated  in  the  canvass  by 
Ibe  distbgniahed  Senator  from  Maasacbasetta, 
|Mr.  Webstck,)  it  should  be  conducted  on  the 
piodold  hut  ronch  derided  doctrines  of  Jeffer- 
|M),  it  ahonld  not  only  have  bis  approbation, 
™  his  cordial  and  cheerful  aupport,  notwitb- 
8t»ding  hi*  olfjectiona  to  the  means  by  which 
^  election  was  secured.  But  he  would  rather 
J"e  these  dodarationa  officially  from  General 
uirrison  himself  than  from  the  honorable  Sen- 
•^1  however  hitli  hia  authority  might  be  oon- 
*u«red.  I  (Mid  Mr.  0.)  never  have  played,  and 
MTw  btend  to  play,  the  game  of  in  and  ont  in 
pilics.  It  u  nnsuited  to  the  natnre  of  our 
'wenunent,  and  nnl>eooming  those  Invested 
*iui  the  high  and  saored  trust  of  adiuiiiisteiiDK 


it.  Hia  oonrse  waa  immovably  made  up.  He 
would  give  the  coming .AdministTation  hia  sup- 
port in  all  measorea  which  hia  judgment  ap- 
proved, and  o^poeition  to  all  which  it  disap- 
proved; and,  if  he  was  found  in  systematio 
oppoution,  it  would  be  beonnse  of  ayatematio 
departore  from  the  principles  and  policy  which 
he  believed  to  be  essential  to  the  prosperity  and 
lilMTty  of  the  Union. 

With  these  views,  be  could  not,  with  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  regard  with  pleasure 
the  introduction  of  this  resolution.  On  the 
contrary,  he  regarded  it  with  regret,  because  it 
was  calculated  to  keep  np  the  excitement  of  the 
lata  canvaaa,  and  prevent  the  repose  which  nat- 
nrally  foUowa  Uie  deep  agitation  through  which 
the  oonntry  has  just  pMMd,  and  which  is  neces- 
sary to  tiiat  calm  review,  without  which  it  is 
impossible  to  oorreot  past  errors,  and  turn  them 
to  profitable  acctmnt  in  fbtore.  Let  the  people 
have  an  interval  of  eight  at  nine  months,  from 
the  end  of  this  session  to  the  oommenoement 
of  the  next,  to  think  over  calmly  and  delib- 
erately the  past,  and  the  course  that  ought  to 
be  taken  hereafter,  and  mncb  profit  will  rrault 
to  the  country.  Viewed  in  tliis  light,  he  not 
only  r^retted  the  introdaction  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but  the  ground  on  which  the  Senator  pnta 
tiie  repeal  of  the  measure  contemplated.  He 
assumes  the  ground  that  the  people  oad  decided 
~  lainst  the  Sub-Treasury  in  the  late  electitm. 
e  (Mr.  Oalbooit)  doubted  tiie  foot.  The  elec- 
tion decided  nothing  bnt  that  General  HarrisoD 
should  be  elected  President  for  the  next  term ; 
and  he  entered  his  solemn  protest  against  the 
attempt  to  make  any  other  inference  the  ba^ 
of  onr  official  action ;  and  in  doing  so,  he  but 
took  the  ground  taken  by  the  Senator  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  when  it  was  attempted  to 
oonstrue  in  a  similar  manner  a  former  election 
to  have  decided  against  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  in  favor  of 
certain  meaanres  to  which  be  waa  opposed.  He 
(Mr.  Oaxmovs)  regarded  every  attempt  at  snob 
'  '    anoe  to  be  dangerous  and  onconstitutionaL 

ne  had  a  higher  regard  for  the  voioa  of  the 
people  than  he  had ;  but  he  could  only  reoog- 
nize  it  in  his  official  acta,  when  pronounoai 
through  its  proper  organ,  and  on  Uie  saljeot, 
and  to  the  extent  only,  which  the  oonstitntion 
made  it  binding.  Thna  thinking,  he  bowed  in 
obedience  to  tiieir  voice,  uttered  in  the  late 
election,  that  General  Eanison  should  be  the 

President,  bat  to  that  extent  only  conld  ho 
here,  in  his  place  as  Senator,  reo^ize  it. 

It  is  not  only  against  the  genius  of  our  sys- 
tem to  extend  it  farther,  but  idle  to  attempt  to 
extend  it  to  the  measnre  the  Senator  has.  Who 
ia  there  that  does  not  know  that  in  the  late 
canvass  the  great  issue — who  should  be  Presi- 
dent— depended  on  a  thousand  others,  direct 
and  indirect,  of  whioh  the  Su^Treasury  waa 
but  one)  Who  does  not  remember  that  the 
imputed  extravagance  of  tiie  Administration, 
the  report  of  one  of  the  Secretaries  on  the  mili- 
tia queation,   Hooe's   caae,  and    innumerable 
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other  objeatioiu,  were  m&de  to  the  pKoent  in- 
oombent,  u  well  u  countless  nnmben  arged  in 
favor  of  his  onpooent,  in  odditinn  to  his  ot^ee- 
tion  to  the  8aD-Treuury  t  They  must  ell  haye 
been  supposed  to  Inflaenoe  the  resnlt,  or  nirely 
the;  wonld  not  have  been  so  lealoOBl;  and  in- 
cessantly urged  bj  those  who  KdTO<ated  the 
claims  of  the  saoc«Msfiil  candidate.  How,  than, 
can  gentlemen  now  torn  round,  and  tell  ns  that 
there  wa«  but  a  single  qaestiou  at  isme,  and 
that  qnestioD  the  Snb'Treamry  t 

But  he,  Ur.  0.,  desired  to  speak  with  perftot 
candor.  Though  he  by  no  means  oonndered  it 
oertain,  jet  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  a  ma- 

iarity  of  the  commnnitj  was  opposed  to  that 
ighlj  important  meamire.  If  snoh  should  torn 
ont  to  be  the  fact,  he  would  regret  It  profound- 
ly; bat  are  gentlemen  certain  that  there  is  a 
in^ority  in  avor  of  any  alternatiTe  measure 
that  can  be  presented,  and  that  there  is  not  a 
malority  in  its  favor,  ag^nst  any  sncb  alterna- 
tive  t  That  Is  the  point.  Let  me  tell  g^tle- 
men,  when  they  ctMne  to  the  real  question — not 
only  whether  the  Bnb-Treasnry  shall  be  re- 
pealed, bnt  what  shall  be  snbHtltnt«d,  they  will 
not  find  BO  easy  a  victory  as  they  expect.  That 
is  the  question  which  yon  nnst  meet,  and  it 
will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  elud^  It.  As  to 
one  of  the  only  two  possible  nlternatiTes — he 
referred  to  the  repndiated  and  condemned  pet 
bank  system — which  the  gentleman  had  so 
justly  denonnoed  so  far  back  as  1S34,  on  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  as  the 
most  fallacions,  rickety,  and  corrnpl  system 
which  could  be  sdopt«d,  which  they  prophe- 
ried,  and  tmly  prophesied,  would  explode  and 
blow  up  its  anthorv,  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  that  being  irapoaed  on 
the  country  by  the  coming  Administration.  He 
tmsted  that  wonld  not  be  the  resnlt  of  ^1  ^e 


As  to  the  other  alternatiTe — a  National  Bank 
— he  would  not  go  into  that  now.  It  will  tie 
time  enoQgh,  after  General  Harrison  comee  In, 
and  recommends  it  to  our  adoption,  if^  with  his 
constitutional  oljections,  he  ever  should.  But 
come  when  that  time  might,  if  it  ever  should, 
he  should  stand  np  and  resist  it  with  every  fac- 
ulty, and  all  the  energy,  which  nature  had  be- 
stowed on  him ;  for,  as  be  lived,  he  believed 
the  day  on  which  a  National  Bank  shall  be  es- 
tablished, with  a  capital  of  fifty  or  a  bnndred 
millions,  and  twenty  years'  duration,  and  with 
power  and  privileges  snfflcient  to  control  the 
currency  and  bnsineas  of  the  country,  would  be 
the  end  of  onr  liberty,  and  wonld  as  effectually 
create  a  Bovere%n  power,  as  if  General  Harri- 
son were  elected  President  for  life,  with  the 
right  of  snccesaioa  in  his  descendants,  and  even 

To  either  of  theee,  the  mnoh-abnsed  Sab- 
Treasury  will  be  foimd  to  be  tbe  only  alterna- 
tive. Oondemned  and  vilified  as  it  was,  the 
country,  if  it  desired  to  preserve  its  free  iostitu- 
tions,  must  oonte  to  it ;  nor  was  it  less  for  the 


advantage  of  the  banks  tfaemsdves,  tbsu  tie 
oonntry,  that  It  should.  Yea,  for  tW  banb; 
he  knew  what  he  said;  he  weighed  every  wori 
He  r^arded  those  the  greatest  enemies,  in  real- 
ity, to  the  banks,  however  kind  thcdr  intoitioo, 
who  wonld  foroe  them  again  into  a  union  with 
the  Qovemment,  against  the  deep  caarictira 
of  the  lq}n«ice,  impolicy,  and  tmcMMJunJcn- 
ality  of  such  nnion,  of  a  powerful  and  dder- 
mined  par^,  not  much  inf<«or  in  nnmbcre  tbu 
thur  opponents,  if  tested  even  by  ttie  Itla  ela- 
tion ;  for,  however  strong  the  vote  of  tbe  eleo- 
toral  collie,  the  popular  Toto  in  favor  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison  did  not  much  exceed  one  htnini 
thousand  out  of  upwards  of  two  miUicmi  of 
votes.  1^  against  tho  fixed  opinion  of  tliii  pow- 
erful and  rasolnte  party,  the  coming  Admmii- 
tration  should  force  a  reonion  betweoi  bacb 
and  Government,  they  would,  at  the  sans  liu*, 
force  them  Into  the  political  arena  of  psrtj  oHh 
flict,  which  could  not  iail  to  overtbrow  tbt 
whole  system  in  ita  oonvulrive  moveoMiiti 
He  warned  tho  banks,  and  those  iateredei  i> 
them,  against  the  thtal  tendency  of  ihoriitdit- 
creet  friends,  who  would,  under  such  dnon- 
stanoea,  force  the  reunion.  He  was  ,no  eoen^ 
to  the  existing  banks,  wliile  he  had  nota^ 
denoe  in  the  system  as  it  existed  in  this  eonotry 
and  Great  Britwn.  Ha  Itelieved  that  bsiiti^ 
issue  and  circulation  were  founded  en  s  mii- 
take,  and  must  mn  down,  by  their  own  inbw- 
ent  defects,  against  every  effort  to  stsy  tb^ 
descent^  and  had  long  thought  so  \  but  be  isitit 
no  war  on  them,  and  never  had.  Tbej  win 
running  down  of  themselves,  according  U  ^ 
improsslon,  too  fast  for  the  eood  of  the  oonntrj, 
and  his  policy  was  to  retard,  and  not  scwlenu 
their  descent  He  aoted  on  the  same  prioolple 
in  1334^  when  the  deposit*  were  removed;  i!^ 
in  obediMioe  to  it,  u^ged  a  conrae,  which,  i(  ii 
had  been  adopted,  would  have  saved  tbe  cwm- 
try  and  banks  from  the  disnaters  wliiob  i*^ 
since  followed.  On  tiie  same  principle  be  sctm 
at  the  extra  segeioa  iu  1837,  and  had  ever  liiiM, 
ia  adroeatinK  the  separation  of  the  Govenunoil 
from  the  banks  as  the  only  means  of  exlricstitfl 
them  from  politics,  and  leaving  them  ijuietl]'  <> 
be  reformed  or  mn  ont,  under  the  acbon  at  u 
enlightened  and  calm  public  opinion.  B«  th, 
and  ever  had  been,  aaverse  to  all  saddm  and 
forced  measures  in  reference  to  the  nantiKJ. 
even  as  applied  to  onr  system,  as  bad  as  b«  !ie< 
Ijeved  it  to  be.  _ 

In  addition  to  the  supposed  eondemnation  « 
the  Sub-Treasury  by  the  people  at  the  late  tlitr 
tion,  the  Senator  urged  another  reason  fix  if 
repeal,  tliat  it  would  moke  no  practjotl  cbaip. 
He  says  that  tho  practice  under  the  eiuCipf 
law  is,  in  reality,  the  same  as  it  was  befof* '" 
passage,  and  would  be  after  the  repeal  U  n 
why  then  this  haste  to  repeal  it  t  Why  •(<** 
the  oountry,  so  anxiouiily  seeking  repose, «  • 
subject  acuiowledged  by  him  to  be  wbcJly  im- 
material r  Why  not  allow  tbe  meassra  to  p 
on  quietly,  until  he  and  his  puty  ouw  ">» 
power,  and  then  they  oonld  aot  d^benl«7 "" 
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tht  sabject,  and  not  only  repeal  &  mearare  tha^ 
tossider  M>  obnoxious,  buL  tlao  present  their 
(DbititaU,  BO  as  to  afford  the  oommiuiity  a  fair 
opportunitT  of  deddiug  between  them?  But 
b«  Itie  practice  under  it  what  it  may,  the  differ- 
«DC«  between  the  two  atateg  of  things,  that 
wbich  nQ«r  exists  and  that  which  wonid  if  the 
Eiessure  proposed  by  this  resotution  should  be 
Edapted,  IB  tar,  var;  tar,  from  being  so  imraa- 
Unii  IS  the  Beoator  seema  to  mppose.  The 
Sob-Treasury,  as  established  by  law,  be  it  wise 
ur  uoC,  is,  at  all  eveats,  l^al  and  oonetitationaL 
No  nae  oaa  deny  that ;  bat  abonld  the  Senator's 
resolntkia  sneoMd,  and  the  act  be  repealed,  he 
voali  restore  the  state  of  thinss  which  he,  and 
Act*  with  whom  he  has  actod,  nave  contended, 
fortbese  three  yean,  to  be  ill^sl  and  nnoooiti- 
tntioDsl,  and  which  placed  the  oontrol  over  the 
public  money  wholly  onder  the  discretion  of  the 
Eiecntire  I    Is  that  nothing  t 

As  to  the  practice,  if  it  be  such  aa  the  Sen- 
itoriQppoMS,  he  (Hr.  CAi^onN)  held  it  directly 
coDtrsry  to  law,  and  that  the  officer  who  had 
ilared  to  practise  it,  deserved  ponisbment  and 
eipuLsiOD  front  offioe.  If  the  Senator  dedred  to 
pursue  the  subject,  and  woold  mor«  a  reeoln- 
Uun  towoertain  the  &cts,  it  should  have  his 
eupport.  He  wonld  be  Uie  last  to  protect  any 
olfaoer,  high  or  low,  in  the  violation  of  law. 

Ur.  Abd^uoh  said ;  The  gentleman  said  that 
Uie  recent  el«otion  of  General  Harrison  was  an 
implied  instniction  to  Benators  ootning  fKnn 
Ibe  nineteen  States  which  bad  anpportod'him, 
tu  r«peal  that  measure.  Sir,  I  deny  that  this 
inference  is  Just ;  and  a  strong  objection  to  the 
resolution  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
i.<,  ibat  it  is  not  supported  by  such  an  issne  in 
tbe  late  canrass  as  to  make  it  concloaive.  I 
deny  that  the  Independent  Treasury  was  the 
induciDg  canae  to  the  saeoees  of  General  Hsrri' 
N>n.  It  was  not  the  enlosire  isnie.  Follow- 
ing, wr,  the  example  set  by  the  idder  Benatora  of 
botb  parties,  I  mingled  among  the  people  in 
tbis  contest,  and  hieie  blot  other  gvation*  had 
a  mwi  mor»  yMMt/vl  t^ftet — aoestions  which 
vera  made  to  go  home  to  th^  hopes  and  their 
fears — and  that  they  did  not  consider  tbis  as 
tbe  great  iasue  opon  which  they  were  to  de- 
cide. The  extraordinary  preasnre  of  the  times, 
mme  peculiar  droumatanoea,  and  tiie  military 
HsTvices  of  General  Harrison,  advaodng  in  the 
lead  of  the  mass  of  qaestliMU,  had  a  moat  pow- 
erful agents  in  prodadng  the  result  I  Who,  sir, 
tan  forget  that  bis  milttary  pretensions  were 
urged  with  great  ardor  and  eloquence  upon 
Uiii  Boor  by  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  Oaro- 
I'U,  who  asoally  ots  opposite  to  me — end  by 
ibc  ^ntleman  from  Keotuoky,  who  sits  to  my 
light  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  And  can 
K«  fiU  to  advert  to  the  very  fountain  from 
vbich  sprang  all  their  soooeaa — (Mr  e<niD«n- 
lies  a(  Awruftury  /  There  they  4oUiiuUu  «- 
''ftd  lluu  t&«|r  wovid  mojte  no /ormaldMlara' 
'im  ^  tieir  ofrintm*— no,  air,  none.  The  thing 
wu  to  be  left  to  the  individual  skiU  and  jndg- 
nwot  of  thur  pattisana;  and  now,  after  t£i> 
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close  of  the  contest,  the  first  step  to  be  taken  is 
an  absolute  demand,  upon  this  floor,  that  Oon< 
gress  sh^  declare,  in  effect,  ihai  *vdv  ima  (As 
Wfu«  madt  oind  A«(kded  htfora  the  ptopU.  The 
veiy  avowal  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
when  preaaed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York 
upon  uie  subject  of  the  United  States  Bank,  as 
the  antagonist  measure  to  the  Independent 
Treasury,  that  "  sofflcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof,''  is  mysteriona.  bnt  eqniv^ent  to  the 
declaration  that  the  Inoepeodent  Treaanry  was 
the  great  ezclnnve  iasue  nefore  the  people.  I 
utterly  deny  this  inference.  There  were  nnmer- 
ous  issues,  and  a  oambinati(»i  of  oaosea,  which 


deliberately  to  attempt,  in  a  representativi 
pacit}!,  to  disobey  the  Instructions  of  my  constit- 
nents.  But,  sir,  no  instrnt^ons,  such  as  insisted 
upw,  have  been  made ;  and  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  find,  when  he  submits  the  true  issne 
of  a  United  States  Bank  as  the  antagonist  of  the 
Independent  Treasuir,  the  dedsion  of  the  peo- 
ple will,  in  all  probability,  be  against  tiie  former. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  have  the  tma 
Isane,  and  the  true  result. 

Hr.  HuBBAKD  said :  The  resolution  proposes 
to  insCrnct  the  Oommittee  on  Finance  bo  report 
a  bill  providing  for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
Snb-Treasnry  act ;  it  is  presented  to  the  same 
Senate ;  it  proposes  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  very  Congress  which,  bnt  a  fbw  months 
past,  enacted  this  very  measure.  Sir,  I  oould 
not  have  believed  that  any  member  of  this  body 
would  urge  upon  the  Senate  the  repeal  of  this 
measure,  which  bad  been  adopted  after  so  much 
debate,  after  so  much  reflection,  and  after  ao 
much  conwderatJon.  But,  I  again  say,  that  the 
proposition  has  been  presented;  let  ns  now 
meet  it  manfully,  and  with  a  datennination  to 
review  the  whole  groond.  I  cannot  say,  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  I  regret 
that  this  propontion  has  been  brought  forward. 
I  can  say  that  I  did  not  antidpate  it.  I  can  as- 
sure the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  before  na  as 
it  is,  it  cannot  dlently  be  disposed  of.  It  mnst, 
and  I  trust  it  will,  be  deb^ed,  and  folly  de- 
bated. Let  the  whole  ground  which  has  here- 
tofore been  ooonpied  in  argoment,  be  re-esam* 
ined ;  and  let  it  he  mode  to  appear,  if  it  can  b^ 
that  our  positions  are  untenable,  and  that  our 
arguments  are  fallacions,  and  that  the  measure 
Itself  ought  to  be  abandoned.  If  all  that  can 
be  shown,  then,  for  one,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
vote  for  its  repeal ;  bnt  antU  that  can  be  done, 
I  will  sustain  the  measure,  eeeenUally  00Dnecte«L 
as  I  believe  it  to  be,  with  Uie  best  interests  of 
the  country,  with  what  little  ability  I  posseea. 
What  are  the  reasons,  Mr.  Preudent,  which 
have  indnoed  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tnoky  to  offer  his  resolution  t  He  says  that  the 
result  of  the  late  election  Is  an  expresrionof  the 
deliberate  Jadoment  of  the  American  pet^e  in 
relation  to  1^  measnre.  That  they  have 
Bpokent,  in  language  too  plain  to  be  misimder- 
.  stood,  their  stter  eondemnatioa  of  this  St^ 
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TreBsmy  lystem.    That  they  haye  dmiBiided  at 
T  hands  its  immediBte  m)eaJ.    Bir,  I  ntterljr 


man  has  the  right  to  make  anj' 
from  the  reealt  of  the  reoeot  Presldentjal  eleo- 
tioD.  The  declaration  is  unwairaDted,  in  laj 
judgment,  from  the  facts  known  to  have  eziat«d 
daring  that  canTflas.  What  right  has  the  Sen- 
ator to  sa;  that  anf  «och  issae  was  made  up 
before  the  American  people?  Where  ii  tlie 
evidenoe  of  it  t  Who  ever  heard  fhim  the  party 
newspapers  of  the  day,  that  the  new  dynaa^ 
intended  a  repeal  of  the  Sab-Treasury,  and  that 
sn  appeal  was  erer  msde  to  the  people,  nrging 
upon  them  the  propriety  of  changing  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  so  as  effectnBlly  to  put 
down  "  this  bill  of  abomi nations,"  as  they  were 
pleased  to  call  ft  ?  Others  may  have  seen  sncb 
avowals,  bnt  if  they  existed,  they  wholly 
caped  my  obserration.  No  dedaration  ' 
mode  by  the  great  Convention  at  HanisbnrK 
against  this  Snb-Treasnry  policy,  which  had 
been  in  operation  for  rears  before.  Ko  saeh 
manifesto  nas  been  pabJished  since  by  any  con- 
vention opposed  to  the  present  Admhiistration. 
Tfab  was  not  the  issue  made  op  before  the 
American  people. 

It  may  have  been  intended — it  was  oertwnly 
not  avowed — and  nntil  this  resolntion  was  of- 
fbred,  who  has  ever  heard  that  it  was  the  pnr- 
pose  of  the  Oppontion  to  bring  abont  a  repeal 
of  the  Bub-Treasnry,  without,  at  the  same  tmie, 
presenting  Bome  other  measnre  in  its  st«ad  ? 

Hr.  Prmident,  I  well  recollect  that  soon  after 
the  Oonyention  at  Harrisborg,  and  Jost  before 
the  spring  elections  in  Virguda,  a  docnment 
was  sent  forth  under  the  authority  of  an  Execn- 
tjve  Committee.  And  was  the  Admioistration 
BBsailed  in  that  docnment  for  its  Independent 
Treasnry  operations!  No,  sir;  the  Adminis- 
tration was  attacked  for  its  alleged  wasteful- 
ness, its  profligaoy  and  cormption,  In  relation 
to-  tne  pnblio  expenditures.  It  was  attacked 
fbr  attempting  to  palm  upon  the  conntry  a 
standing  army  of  two  hnndred  thonsand  militia. 
It  was  uie  e^ienses  of  the  Administration,  and 
Ur.  Poinsett's  militia  report,  which  constitnted 
the  groonds  of  attack  in  the  document  to  which 
I  have  referred ;  and  they  constitnted  the  great 
barden  of  the  Opposition  song  in  mj  country, 
from  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress, 
nntil  the  day  of  election.  Bad  the  direct  prop- 
osition been  aabmitted  to  the  American  people, 
"  Will  you  continue  the  IndepeDdent  Treasnry 
system  as  it  is,  or  will  yon  go  back  to  the  State 
bonk  deposit  system  as  it  was  in  1SS6 1 "  wbat 
think  yon,  sir,  would  have  been  their  decision  t 
For  one,  I  ontertdn  no  doubt,  if  the  people 
oonld  have  been  left  to  the  exercise  of  their 
sober  judgment,  that  they  would  have  returned 
a  dear  verdict  in  favor  of  this  great  measure 
of  the  present  Administration.  And  Just  so 
would  It  have  been  had  the  qnestion  been  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  or  a  contlniuuioe  of 


the  present  system.     Bnt  no  saoh 
made,  and,  of  omiseqaenae, 


BQoh  decMott 


has  been  ^ren  as  has  been  alleged.  No  ndi 
infurenee  can  foirly  be  drawn  from  ttis  ne^ 
of  the  late  election. 

Jfr.  AujCR  then  moved  to  amend  the  rao- 
Intion,  by  striking  oat  all  after  the  nai 
"reBOIvod,"  and  insert  the  following: 

"  Thu  the  fliMncUl  policy  eeUblidicd  at  tlie  mi^ 
of  this  Goverament,  b  j  Ihe  fint  ads  of  its  lepdiiii^ 
and  especUlly  by  the  80(li  section  of  IIm  '  An  a 
regulate  the  collection  of  dn^es,  kc,'  ippOTcd  br 
Pretident  Washington,  July  Slst,  1761,  aod  bjtti 
4th  section  of  tlte  '  Acttoeatabtisb  theTVeuBjlii' 
pBrtment,  &«.',  ^tpraved  1^  Pi  cedent  WtdiapiK, 
September,  11,  17W,  w  '  '  •  ■■  - 
fonduiMitdprbeiit' 


Sfoht^ 


TbU,l7«  loi«  mtim  of  id«e(|M 
sraa  lOKung  to  the  great  detiBMSit  </  Uh  r'"' 
wdfkre,  that  policy  Eia  been  depaittd  frao, 
wss,  by  the  '  Act  to  provide  for  Ibe  collMkn,  at 
keeping,  tnnsfer,  «od  disbniseoient  <d  Ibe  p^ 
revenuB,'  tpproved  by  President  T«n  Bum.  Jth 
i,  1840,  fully  restored,  and  ou^  tobesdbcitdlii; 
■lid  therefore. 

"  Rttoleed,  That  Oie  Oovenuncnt  owbttonltK'. 
no  more  tues  IVom  ihe  pocple,  dther(firetlli«» 
directly,  than  are  ahMJotely  necesmy  to  in  era* 
leal  idmitilBtrarion  of  its  a^is. 

"  Rfohei,  TlMt  tbe  taxea  paid  by  tbc  pt^ 
oiufat  not  to  be  lent  out  1^  tbe  Ooremaatuii^ 
vidiiala  or  to  ooqionuioDS. 

"Raatttd,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  bjllKpKl'^ 
ongU  not  l«  be  pbced  by  the  Gorenuiieiit  ait 
cmlody  ofagratawboare  not  made  by  tbecoa^ 
tioD  tmA  tbe  laws  r«spoDslble  to  the  people. 

"  ^K^Md^  That  in  Ihe  truauAloD  i^ita  on  iGa 
tbe  Goveniment  ought  to  receive  and  to  loife* 
payment  m  money,  ncthing  but  that  lAuA  ii  nw 
B  legal  tender  by  the  coostitation." 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Wkbstkb,  tbe  rcsoluliiD 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  sabeHlnte  W 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

And  the  Senate  adjommed. 


HOUeS  OP  RBPBKSBMTATIVm. 

TmcanaT,  December  U. 

EUeUon  ^  Cht^ain. 

The  Konse  again  proceeded  to  tbe  dK^ 

'  a  Chaplun.  , 

Mr.  Bb&xton  having  received  annJnrHl"' 

all  the  votes  given,  waa  declared  dolj  elwUi 

Bdatiinu  vitk  VkiM. 
Hr.  Adams    offered   the  fdlowing  w*" 

St^vei.  That  the  PwrideotflftbePnitria^ 
be  requested  to  caoM  to  be  tomaaaauA  1«  ^ 
Houae,  ao  far  aa  may  be  compatible  «ill>  ^  ^. 
mtereaC,  copies  of  all  documents  in  the  *P^"?^ 
of  SUle,  showing  the  origin  of  any  polilJcil  i«^ 
between  tbe  United  Slates  and  the  empirfW  *™J 
— the  fifBt  appointment  of  a  conmil  torrao*''. 
near  C«iton— whether  snch  conau!,  or  inr  oite ' 


sequently  appointed,  has  e 


that  of  Ihe  CeleiGal  Bm^n. 


wiTriof"- 
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Ptndtm  ta  Bannti  La^Km. 


This  resolntjon  was  nod;   bnt,  before  anj 
qaestion  bad  beeo  put  thereon. 
The  Hooite  atyonmed. 

Wedbxbdxt,  December  16. 
Gomm^reud  Selatitmt  aith  Chitta. 

The  resolntion  having  been  Bgun  read,  (see 
aboTC,) 

Ur.  AsAKs,  after  some  remarks  showing  the 
importoaco  of  ascertsining  what  ore  tbe  tme 
political  and  oommeroisl  t«lat4ons  between  this 
Government  and  Ohiiia,  observed  it  was  higblj 
desirable  in  the  present  orilicsl  state  of  affdrs 
with  the  latter  eoontry,  that  we  sboiild  know 
whether  oar  Oonsnl  had  been  recognised  hj  it 
or  not.  He  wished  to  know  the  eiaot  footing 
on  which  we  stand.  Mr.  A.,  in  adverting  to 
eomo  docnmeots  presented  at  the  last  session, 
said  he  believed  it  appeared  from  ooe  of  them, 
that  when  our  CodboI  was  about  to  present  a 
memorial  from  American  oitizens  at  Canton, 
he  was  directed  bj  tbs  anthorities  to  place 
tLe  name  of  the  Emperor  of  Ohiaa  too  ineha 
higher  than  the  name  of  the  Preudent  of  the 
Unit^  States.    This  he  thoi^ht  was  tlie  trve 


eronnd  of  war  dow  raging  between  Great 
Britnia  and  China — this  placing  the  name 
"  two  inches  higher  " — this  boasted  superiority 
over  over;  nation  on  earth. 

But,  continued  Kr,  A,  I  hope  to  see  the 
^r  when  this  boasted  claim  to  enperiorit; 
than  cease,  and  that  at  leSat  the  name  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  writ- 
tea  on  a 

ot  the  Cel  ..... 

offbring  the  resolution,  he  was  actoated  bj 
motivo  but  a  desire  for  information  as  to  what 
TS9  pflBsing  between  the  United  States  and 
China  St  this  time,  and  whether  nnj  officer, 
npresenting  the  interests  of  this  conntrj,  had 
bMn  recognized  by  that  power. 

Ur.  CusHiRo  was  glad  that  his  colleagae 
hid  introdncod  the  rosolation  calling  for  in- 
formation on  so  important  a  subject  He 
Ihongbt,  however,  that  information  not  less 
finable  might  be  obtained  from  the  files  of  the 
!i»vy  Deputoient,  and  hoped  an  amendment 
iconld  be  accqited  to  embraee  that  department. 
He  therefore  propoied  to  amend  the  resolution 
oj  adding  «  State  or  other  Departmonta." 

TLe  amendment  was  aooqited  by  Ur.  AnAus, 
•ad  the  rfeolation,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

THUWDaT,  December  17. 
JiMoManier, 
fUe  ^'^-  J''™'  MooBB,  member  elect  from 
»•  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  Hioa 
««L*iro,  resigned,  was   dnlr  qualified,  and 
wk  Ma  seat 

BritiA  Oviragt  at  Sehlouer. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FnuioBa, 
Rwiia^  Th«t  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States 
"nqueated  to  eonunmilcate  to  this  House,  (if  not 


the  correspondence  between  this  & 
that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  officers  and  agents 
of  either,  or  the  oSceis  and  agents  of  this  Govern- 
ment with  tha  Fccadent  or  an;  of  its  Departments, 
wluch  has  not  heretofore  been  commuoiated  to  this 
House,  on  the  subject  of  the  outrage  of  buraine  the 
Caroline  on  the  Niagara  frontier ;  and  whether  mere 
ia  aaj  prospect  of  compensadon  being  made  to  the 
owner  of  said  boat  for  the  loss  thereof;  and  also 
whether  an;  commui^cations  have  been  made  to  tfala 
Govemment  In  r^ard  to  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of HcLeod,  by  the  autboritiea  of  the 

State  of  New  York,  for  being  conceme^  in  nid  out- 
rage ;  and  if  so,  that  he  oommaninale  a  copy  thereof 
to  this  House 


nr  8KKATH. 

TmsDaT,  Deoember  22. 
Pension  to  Saimah  L«iffht«n.* 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leigh- 
ton  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Puboe  stated  the  ol^eet  of  this  bill,  and 
the  claims  of  the  applicant  on  the  bounty  of  the 
Qovemment. 

Mr.  WBionr  said  tbia  was  a  case  which  ap- 
pealed rather  to  their  rrmpathiea  than  to  any 
established  principle.  He  awarded  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PeDeions,  from  whom  it  came,  his 
thanks,  and  he  s^d  they  deserved  the  thanks 
of  the  country,  for  their  faithftlnesa  and  atten- 
tion to  their  duties,  and  therefore  it  gave  him 
pain  to  oppose  them  on  this  oocorion ;  bnt  he 
considered  this  bill  was  eatabliahing  a  preoe- 
dent  for  the  extension  of  the  pension  list  that 
wonld  be  fearfnl  and  dangerous,  and  therefore 
be  conid  not  allow  it  to  paxa  in  silence. 

Ur.  PtRBca  said  this  subject  was  discussed  at 
some  length  at  the  last  session,  and  it  would 
be  recollected  that  the  applicant  for  this  pen- 
sion was  the  widow  of  tne  first  offloer  who  fdl 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolntion;  and  under  the 
peculiar  bircumstances  of  the  case,  the  commit- 
tee had  recommended  the  granting  of  this 
pension,  thongh  differing  from  the  nana]  prin- 
ciple— Uiat  of  actual  service  for  six  months — 
the  hnsband  of  this  poor  woman  having  fallen 
in  the  first  engagement. 

Ur.  EiKO  recollected  the  case  well,  and  knew 
it  had  been  pressed  on  Congress,  because  it  was 
a  strong  case,  and  one  that  appealed  to  their 
sympathies,  to  depart  from  the  fixed  rule  of 
Congress ;  bnt  if  toey  departed  from  that  mle 
in  one  case,  where  were  they  to  stop  t  He  had 
before  te\t  oompelled  to  oppose  it,  and  ahontd 
do  BO  og^n,  from  a  sense  at  what  he  conceived 
to  be  right. 


duo  not  ooma  within  Uu  KOiM  uTtUt  AbridgmuE  to 
l*b«l«  aa  prlnU  (wtltloBi,  tatb  dttMtu  bilBg  gta- 

mllf  of  anly  p«noiul  or  total  iat*ntt ;  but  whu«  Mttf 
M  tlHiDHlTM  with  mJf  Uatarr,  maptioat  art  ad- 

mlltod :  and  of  IUa  -'■■'">-'  ara  ttie  dnnunaCaiiRa  attend- 
la  easa  of  tha  iffvl  wldav  Lalghtaa,  who,  abon  t^roa 
Taara  baliira.  baoama  tha  jmas  wMow  Darll  mm 
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Hr.  Calhocn  uid  the  BtaUmenta  made  this 
day  respecting  the  aaval  penBions,  afforded 
tlieiu  a  striktDg  lesaon  how  they  created  new- 
precedents.  Plaoder,  and  not  pension,  was  the 
proper  word  to  vpplj  to  manf  of  tho  ramB 
claimed  as  navy  pensions ;  and  in  thia  class,  if 
thej  OQce  went  bejond  the  rigid  rule  of  Justice, 
they  would  open  the  way  to  a  Bimilar  squander- 
ing of  the  public  money.  lie  was  of  opinion 
that  the  last  man  that  fell  in  the  Revdution 
was  equally  meritorious  with  the  first ;  and  he 
regretted  that  the  conunittoe  had  bronght  for- 
ward this,  proposition,  while  lie  awarded  to 
them  the  praise  to  which  tbe  foithfol  discharge 
of  their  duties  had  entitled  tliem.  Be  hoptid 
that  the  Senate  wonld  not  yield  to  their  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  hut  adhere  to  a  strict  rule  of 
Justice ;  and  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  record  his  vote,  ha  called  for  the  yeas  and 

Ur.  FiKBCK  said,  as  this  bill  had  been  fully 
debated  at  the  last  session,  and  passed  by  a 
large  m^ority  on  ayes  and  noes,  he  had  hoped 
it  wonid  have  not  been  deemed  iieoessary  to 
have  called  for  them  now.  The  force  of  tbe 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oaroliua, 
(Mr.  Calhouw,)  that  they  ought  to  adhere  to 
aline  of  rigid  justice,  he  did  not  comprehend. 
"What  had  Congress  done  from  time  to  time) 
'Why,  they  baa  extended  the  pension  law,  as 
would  be  well  remembered,  to  indnde  the 
widows  of  such  Revolutionary  soldiers  as  were 
married  prior  to  the  expiration  of  their  last 
term  of  service.  In  1688  it  was  extended  to 
the  widows  of  such  soldiers  as  married  prior 
to  1TB4,  and  now  it  was  known  almost  to  every 
one  in  that  chamber,  that  it  inolnded  the  cases 
of  the  widows  of  soldiers  who  had  seen  no  ser- 
vice, if  their  names  had  been  enrolled  for  dx 
months.    In  his  judgment,  if  the  rule  of  rigid 

iustice  had  been  aobered  to,  pensions  would 
ave  been  given  Ui  the  widows  of  all  those 
who  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle  during  the 
Revolution,  rather  than  to  those  who  entered 
tbe  army  near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  who 
had  not  seen  more  than  six  months'  service, 
and  who,  conseqoently,  had  not  been  acquaint- 
ed with  the  suSerings  and  the  deprivations  of 
those  who  participiUad  in  tbe  contlict  from  the 
beginning.  Who  could  say  that  ri^d  justice 
would  not  afford  relief  to  this  poor  widow 
woner  than  to  those  to  whom  it  was  granted 
nnder  the  law  of  1889  and  18S8 1  She  was  in 
indigent  circamstancns :  the  case  was  a  strong 
one,  and  appealed  to  their  jostioe,  to  their  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  and  he  hoped  the  small  anm 
proposed  to  be  given  to  her  by  the  bill  would 
not  be  withheld! 

Ur.  OiLHoim  said  he  conddered  the  pension 
list  no  more  than  a  great  system  of  chanty,  and 
be  maint^ed  that  the  pension  to  men  for  six 
months'  service  was  an  imposition,  and  to  as- 
eome  the  name  of  pension  was  a  t^d  on  the 

Eublic,    It  went  under  the  name  of  obarity, 
ut  its  tme  name  was  plnnder. 
Ur.  CxtncHSKH  aaia  it  was  aoasethat  stood 


^«vboii.  [MnCcn 

by  itself— it  was  differmt  morally,  svdiUi.ud 
in  every  other  point,  as  this  was  an  ippUciiin 
in  favor  of  the  widow  of  the  fint  nun  tint  M 
in  the  Revolution,  when  there  was  do  rtgoltri.T 
organized  Qovemment,  That  man,  Btimd  l] 
'  'is  own    patriotism,  without  a  conutr;,  In 

light  almost  say,  went  forward  to  mitt  atd 
create,  and  then  to  defend  that  cmiitiT, 
Should  ho  then  be  told  that  this  cue  w«idi 
not  be  distinguished  both  in  the  heirtt  ind 
reasons  of  men,  from  the  case  of  otheri  DLJa 
an  organized  Oovemmentl  Such  tMMum 
would  not  reach  hisnndenitanding,  ncrliiiCMl- 
ings.  He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  piMtd,  td 
that  this  nation  would  not  longer  remun  liidn 
the  reproach  of  refusing  a  piece  of  bntd  to 
maintun  this  poor  widow  of  a  RevolaliDiivj 
soldier,  who  received  his  death  wound  utle 
such  circum  stances.  Ha,  too,  would  till  fcf 
the  ayes  and  noes,  that  he  might  record  bis 
vote;  and  if  there  were  abuses,  let  lka>  IliU 
commit  them  take  the  responnbility. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  this  happened  to  b«  ttt 
first  cose,  and  the  Senator  had  Kwd  itvudi^ 


by  the  last  gun  that  was  fired  in  the  wu  d 
independence,  was  tbe  gallant  Col.  John  Iv- 
rens,  who  was  then  actmg  as  a  volunteer,  vd 
who  had  rendered  important  diplomatic  Hnini 
to  his  country  while  in  Europe ;  and  tie  tr- 
lieved  hds  family  was  now  in  a  hdpltsi  roni- 
tion.  Now,  he  asked,  if  the  case  of  the  ^'■ 
man  was  not  as  strong  as  the  case  of  thtirAi 
Was  not  the  case  of  the  man  whowentgiUui^ 
ly  through  tcom  the  be^nning  to  the  end  « 
the  contest,  and  who  bore  the  braat  of  ^ 
batlJe,  as  good  as  that  of  the  man  wlio  feU  ^ 
tbe  onset! 

Ur.  WsBSTBB  said,  as  there  were  sMve  f^ 
ators  present  who  wore  not  here  Iwt  JW- 
he  would  relate  the  circnmstances  of  this  a*- 
but  he  should  neither  adoni  nor  illnitnte  i> 
All  renders  of  our  history  know  thst  eo  iw 
evening  of  Uie  18th  of  April,  17TH,  the  BnWl 
army  left  Boston  to  proceed  to  Concord,  «M« 
the  colonial  stores  were  collected,  to  Mi»  li'f^ 
stores.  That  was  the  oommencement  (J  »< 
war.  On  the  mornmg  of  the  18th,  thii  in* 
genoe  had  been  communicated  to  a  coiv^' 
able  distance  by  the  use  of  torches,  tar  bBres, 
and  other  signaU,  and  before  noon  of  lli«  i"™ 
April,  Isaac  Davis,  an  interesting  jonog  b*"^ 
of  between  eighteen  and  ninetoen  yeaisof^ 
the  husband  of  the  applicant,  who  w«  "J^ 
the  captain  of  a  militia  company,  wss  w  "^ 
way  to  protect  the  colonial  stores.  Before  u^* 
British  troops  could  arrive  at  CoDCorf,iwj 
sent  forward  a  party  to  takeposeesMonof  1" 
bridges  on  the  Concord  River,  wbieh  leresrto- 
ated  three  or  four  miles  apart ;  and,  at  w  c«i. 
hour,  this  hitention  was  known  for  msnj  iW° 
round,  and  Isaac  Davis,  with  his  comp^J- 
were  soon  under  arms  and  on  their  nMn* 
They  arrived  at  Concord  by  a  road  thsl  W  ' 
the  lower  of  these  bridges,  and  then  »  "" 
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right  u)d  on  the  left,  were  seen  other  ool- 
Irctiona  of  the  militia  of  Hflssaohnsetta ;  but 
ifaerawuDODrganizationamongstthein.  Dovia, 
Tith  hia  company,  however,  kept  on  his  eonrae, 
according  to  ais  own  iense  of  propriety ;  before 
he  reached  the  bridge,  admonitory  shoots  were 
giTCD  to  the  militia  not  to  approach,  and  as  the 
admanitioQ  was  disregarded,  the  British  fired, 
snd  several  men  fell.  Davis  then  pressed  for- 
wird,  and  fa  he  approached  the  bridge  the 
British  again  fired,  and  he  fell ;  but  in  the  con- 
test that  ensued  the  British  were  driven  back 
to  Boston.  His  widow,  tStei  hia  death,  was 
msrriGd  to  another  person,  and  acquired  the 
BSine  of  Leighton.  Bhe  was  now  ninetj  yeara 
of  we,  waa  poor  and  penniless. 

Mr.  W.  said  there  coald  not  be  precisely  snch 
another  case;  and  yet,  as  the  Senator  ttom 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Pikbox)  had  said,  they 
had  acknowledged  the  claim  of  the  widows  of 
men  who  had  served  bnt  six  months,  and  who 
conseqnently  furnished  a  less  strong  case  than 
thii;.  He  thonght  it  a  strong  case ;  there  waa 
no  case  like  it.  He  had  received  commnnica- 
tions  from  as  honorable  and  as  high-minded 
men  as  were  in  Massachusetts,  requesting  him 
to  interest  himself  In  the  ease  of  this  poor 
woman;  and  he  hoped  something  wonid  now 
be  done  for  her  by  Congress. 

Mr.  'WmonT  hoped  he  might  be  Indnlged  in 
s  kw  remarks  on  the  subject  then  before  the 
Somite  ]  and  be  owed  it  t«  himself  to  say,  how- 
ever much  less  sensible  he  might  appear  to  be 
to  ttie  sympathies  of  the  human  heart  than 
otlier  Senatora  who  had  preceded  him,  it  was 
»lth  greet  embarrassment  and  pain  that  he  op- 

Gjcd  a  ease  of  tbia  kind ;  and  were  it  not  that 
saw  in  it  the  introdnotion  into  their  legls- 
luion  of  a  principle  of  fearfnl  extent,  be  should 
cot  be  heud  in  opposit!oi\;  but  under  that 
<^nscioa<nieas  he  had  opposed  it  before,  and  he 
felt  bound  to  do  ao  agam.  But  he  begged  per- 
niisaion  to  say  a  few  words  In  explanation.  He 
did  not  qneanon  at  all  the  right  of  the  present 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  introdace  a  new 

Srinciple  into  the  pension  system ;  he  had  no 
onbt  that  this  case  had  appealed  to  the  strong- 
est reelings  of  their  hearte,  and  that  they  had 
been  induced  by  their  aympathies  to  present  it 
to  the  Senate ;  bnt  he  desired  to  say  that  it 
was  presented  here  on  a  principle  new  to  him 
in  the  pension  aystam.  What  ha3  been  the 
baijs  assnined  as  the  basis  of  pensions  hitherto? 
Unnb  of  service.  Upon  what  principle  was 
tlifl  law  of  1818  based  I  If  his  memory  served 
iiitn  right,  it  was  service  in  the  regnlar  army, 
ud  for  at  least  nine  months.  ■  Upon  what  hy- 
pothesis were  penalona  based  then  f  He  could 
lot  say  positively,  fbr  he  was  not  in  the  Oon- 
RM  at  that  time,  bnt  he  had  always  supposed 
^^e  hypothesis  that  the  time  of  a  man  had 
wn  consnmed'in  the  sn^ce  of  his  country, 
^  tbit  he  had  never  been  remunerated  for 
tat  Ecrvice,  or  that  he  bad  been  paid  in  contl- 
lental  Tiaper,  which  was  worth  nothing;  and 
It  that  lata  day,  tiiat  was  the  manner  in  wUch 
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it  was  proposed  to  compensate  him  for  the  early 

service  of  his  life  in  the  perils  of  that  war. 
That  he  cupposed  to  be  the  predication  of  the 
pension  act  of  1618.  They  passed  on  then,  so 
far  as  his  memory  served  htm,  without  aoy 
important  addition  la  that  act,  nntil  the  year 
1826,  and  then  they  passsed.  &  very  important 
inw  pensioning  a  certain  class  of  ofBcers  of  the 
Revolution.  And  on  what  ground?  Why, 
they  had  been  patriotic  enoogh  to  peril  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  their  conntry.  Tea :  ond 
he  (Ur.  Wriobt)  was  acting  at  the  time  that 
law  was  passed — It  was  oa  a  commutation  of  a 
promise  held  ont  to  them  by  the  old  Congress, 
which  had  either  not  been  ftalfiUed  or  not 
eqnivalently  fulfilled ',  on  that  he  knew  the  ac- 
tion of  CoDgreaa  waa  based,  or  of  the  other 
branch  of  it,  of  which  he  was  &  member  when 
the  law  of  1828  was  passed.  In  18SS  og^n,  a 
much  more  broad  and  comprehensive  pension 
act  was  passed,  hot  he  (Mr.  Wsia^  was  not 
then  a  member  of  Congress.  But  what  was 
its  peenliar  charact^ristio  t  first,  to  shorten 
the  term  of  service  from  nine  to  six  mouths, 
and  to  comprehend  the  mititie,  as  well  as  the 
regnlar  army.  These,  according  to  his  recol- 
lection, were  the  featnrea  of  that  law — a  term 
of  service,  sacrifices,  and  loss  of  time,  which 
had  not  been  compensated  for,  was  the  predi- 
cation of  that  law.  tVell,  then,  so  far,  penaiona 
were  confined  to  persons  who  had  performed 
service,  and  they  had  not  then  departed  from 
that  principle  either  in  favor  of  widows  or 
heira.  In  1836,  another  pension  law  was  pass- 
ed, and  a  moat  significant  and  important  law  it 
waa.  He  was  a  member  of  this  body  at  the 
time,  and  be  felt  it  to  be  a  jnst  reproach  npon 
himself  when  he  aaid,  that  when  tliat  law  waa 
passed,  he  waa  not  ftilly  aware  of  the  extent 
of  its  provisions — he  then  was  derelict  of  hia 
dnty ;  bnt  what  were  the  principles  of  that  law  I 
It  retained,  to  his  nnderstandlng,  the  same  pre- 
dication ;  it  extended  pennons  to  the  widows 
of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who 
were  the  wives  of  Bnch  offlcera  and  soldiers  at 
the  time  when  they  performed  service— to 
widows  who  had  themselves  sostMned  sacrl- 
ficesj  and  injuries  produced  in  theit  families, 
by  the  taking  away  the  head  of  the  family  into 
the  military  service  of  the  conntry.  Bo  for, 
then,  thongh  they  had  gone  a  step  beyond  the 
bdividuala  who  had  performed  the  service, 
they  had  retained  the  broad  basis  on  wbldi 
the  pension  system  was  founded.  It  was  in 
ISSS  that  that  law  waa  passed;  and  in  1838 
tbey  passed  another  most  essential  measure, 
aa  they  had  seen  in  its  operation  on  the  Treas- 
nry,  for  be  thought  he  was  not  mistaken  when 
he  said  it  hod  taken  four  railliona  of  dollars 
from  the  Treasury,  or  bad  added  that  mnch  to 
the  expense  of  the  Oovemment.  These  laws 
were  passed  when  they  had  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  impelling  them  on  to  on  overflowing 
expenditnre.  This,  then,  was  a  brief  review  of 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  general  pension 
laws  which  had  been  passed ;  be  knew,  aa  the 
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honorable  chwrman  of  the  committee  said,  that 
parttcolar  laws  had  passed,  bat  he  asked  if  UiU 

Eropceed  law  did  not  oont^  a  principle  entira- 
'  new  t  From  the  fact  stated  b;  the  Senator 
from  MaaaochusettA,  the  time  was  nothing,  at 
the  most  bat  tweDt;r-f'>iir  hours,  bat  it  was  the 
service  of  the  life  of  a  ^lant  and  patriotic 
ofBcer.  Bat  he  was  not  the  Srst  man  tiiat 
fell,  for  the  Benalor  trom  Uasaachnsetta  told 
them  that  five  or  six  freemen  of  this  conntrj 
fell  before  the  ireapon  was  aimed  at  the  life 
of  this  officer,  Coald  they,  then,  pension  his 
widow,  and  not  the  widows  of  those  other  men? 


period  rasbed  to  the  battle  field ;  and  should 
the;  say  that  the  widow  of  the  man  who  fell 
on  the  first  day  of  that  oontest  shonld  have  a 
pension  for  her  life,  and  that  the  widows  of 
those  who  served  in  that  patriotic  atrof^lo  for 
a  longer  period,  and  then  fell,  sfaoald  have  no 
compensation !  Could  men  make  tbis  distinc- 
tion !  Could  their  sympathies  induce  them  to 
yield  to  this  claim,  and  not  yield  to  tlie  others  t 
He  had  spoken  in  adniiration  of  the  committee, 
and  that  admiration  made  it  a  most  relnctant 
datjT  to  oppose  them ;  but  to  what  extent  the 

Srinciple  might  be  carried,  if  they  opened  the 
oor,  he  could  not  say ;  and  therefore  he  felt 
impelled  to  guard  sgiunst  nnforeaeen  evils. 
Who  had  apprehended  when  the  law  of  1S36 
was  passed,  the  millions  on  millions  that  had 
been  taken  from  the  Treaenry  In  that  «hort 
period?  No  man,  he  ventured  to  say.  Who 
could  say  now,  if  they  adopted  tiie  principle 
that  the  living  widows  of  other  gallant  spirits 
who  mshed  to  the  battle  field  on  the  first  day 
of  the  Revolation,  would  not  cMm  to  be  pen- 
sioned for  life ;  and  not  only  pensioned  for  life, 
but,  as  in  this  rase,  for  some  rears  back. 
Ur.  Bbstoh.  Nine  years  back. 
Mr  Wbioiit  continued..  To  what  extent  the 

frinoiple  would  lead,  he  could  not  conceive, 
f  this  bill  were  to  become  a  law  of  CongreBs 
— if  this  case  were  to  prevtul,  who  conld  stand 
np  and  protect  his  sympathies  against  granting 
similar  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those  who 
fell  at  Ijcslngton  before  the  fall  of  this  officer  t 
It  was  views  of  this  sort  that  impelled  him  a 
year  ago,  and  which  would  impel  him  now,  to 
ojipose  this  bill,  appealing  as  forcibly  as  it  did, 
with  an  irresiatllde  force,  to  their  sympatMea 
and  their  feelings  of  hnmanity. 

Mr.  BiTonAiiair  s«d  be  voted  for  the  passage 
of  thb  bill  last  sesMon,  and  he  intended  to  vote 
for  it  again;  and  while  he  avowed  that  inten- 
tion, he  took  the  opportonity  to  say  that  it  was 
bis  purpose  on  all  occauons  to  watch  the  ex- 
tteoditurea  of  the  Qovernment,  and  to  vote  for 
BO  measnre/»r  which  h«  eould  not  vote  viith  a 
Itriet  tenM  o/jvttiee.  It  was  sud  to  be  a  new 
principle  in  our  law  to  grant  pensions  to  wid- 
ows of  men  who  had  rendered  service  to  their 
country ;  but  he  affirmed  that  ft  was  an  old 
national  principle,  and  not  only  in  oar  system, 
bat  in  every  other  ooiutry,  he  believed :  cet^ 


tainly  in  all  thoee  dviliied  eonntries  with 
whidi  be  was  aoqn^Dted.  Why,  if  on  offictf 
of  our  army  went  to  the  battle  fields  of  Fl(wid% 
and  served  bnt  a  single  day,  what  was  the  cat- 
sequence?  Why  his  widow  reoeived  apeomoa. 
The  death  of  a  hosband,  immolated  in  the  aa- 
vice  of  his  country,  had  in  it  a  safficient  justi- 
fication for  the  grant  This  woa  the  oniverMi 
rule  which  pervaded  the  oivilixed  world ;  tod 
he  was  not  certain  that  in  this  coimtry  it  ongiit 
to  be  oonflned  to  this  single  case.  Bi{^t  a 
wrong,  Congress  had  provided  that  the  widen 
of  RevoInUonojy  soldiers,  who  were  married 
when  their  hoebands  were  in  theservieeof  ibt 
coontry,  shonld  l>e  pensioned ;  and  with  stovng 
reason ;  bnt  they  had  gone  fnrther,  and  grant 
ed  a  pension  to  every  lady  who  had  mairicd  v 
ReTolatJonai7  soldier   up  to  17M.    He  v« 

Citty  much  of  the  opinion  witii  the  Senahr 
m  New  York  in  r^ord  to  that,  butas  it  had 
been  made,  he  was  not  dlspoeed  to  qnarrel  with 
it.  But  how  could  he  Jnsbfy  himadf^  if  he  aaaJ 
that  the  widows  of  those  who  came^forwanl  to 
serve  their  conntry  in  the  hunr  of  ita  ntmetf 
need,  should  not  be  entitled  by  snch  maitorieu 
servioe  to  a  pension,  when  the  widowi  crfthw 
who  served  lint  six  months,  and  those  wbo 
married  prior  to  '84,  were  so  provided  for! 
Could  they  say  that  tbow  who  sauifieed  thai 
all,  should  not  be  provided  for,  while  tbo« 
wiio  came  in  when  the  danger  was  nciriy  a 
an  end,  were  now  drawing  penuona  from  th« 
country ;  and  who,  perhaps,  were  reding  od- 
vantagea  in  civil  Ufe  by  the  ^ry  wludi  their 
mUitary  service  gave  them  t  Should,  th«a,  tlw 
women  who  were  the  partnen  of  oar  soUien 
at  a  time  when  they  were  called  upon  te  sot- 
tain  privation  and  safferiogs  in  their  cwintryS 
defence,  be  denied  assistance  and  compeosatoi) 
If  BO,  there  would  be  neither  Justice,  nor  eqnsii- 
ty,  nor  right  in  the  denial  Now,  as  to  the 
burden  on  the  Treasury,  he  coold  not  thiak  it 
would  be  very  great.  The  clwinu  were  b(^ 
to  '6S:  that  was  fifty-seven  years  ago;  tix 
period  of  marriage  in  this  ooontry,  he  believed, 
was  abont  twenty,  and  that  wonld  make  Uf 
lady  now  living  seventy-seven  years  of  ^^ 
and  there  conld  not  be  many  such,  fie  eoo- 
fessed,  with  his  prindplee  uid  feelings,  hsnmild 
not  give  his  vote  against  this  old  lady's  dsiin, 
and  ne  did  not  fear  that  it  wonld  be  tettJng  t 
bad  precedent ;  and  he  conld  not  eonodve  'bar 
Mtj  of  his  married  friends  could  refiiae  to  pre- 
vide  ibr  this  poor  old  widow,  who  had  peonBtf 
claims  on  them  for  protection. 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tbe 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  deluded  in  theaSin- 
ative — yeaa  S9,  naya  IS. 

And  tJien  tbe  Senate  a^onmed. 


Tttnaatk-T,  December  21. 
Tax  on  Saul  Hotei.         * 
Mr.  Brarros  brought  ttxwaii  his  pw"*' 
motiwi  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (o  lax  tM 
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drcolation  of  bunks  and  bankers,  and  of  all  oor- 
poratiooa,  companies,  or  iadiridiiaU  wbiob  iesa- 
«d  paper  correnoj.  He  aaid  nothing  waa  more 
iBUonable  Uian  to  reqnire  Uie  mOQejed  iuteroBt 
wbich  was  emi^yed  in  bmtkine,  and  eq>eoiaIl7 
in  tti«t  branch  ot  bankiog  whioa  was  dedicBted 
to  the  profitable  bonneai  of  oonrerting  lainp- 
Uack  and  rags  into  mone  j,  to  oontribate  to  the 
EUpport  of  ^  Oovemment.  It  waa  a  large 
interest,  reiy  able,  and  verj  proper,  to  ^mj 
taxes,  and  whioh  paid  uotbiog.  It  was  a 
tereat  which  possessed  many  privileges 
the  rest  of  the  eomnmnit;'  by  Isw;  which 
nsorped  many  others  whioh  the  laws  did  not 
grant ;  which,  in  fact,  set  the  laws  and  the 
GoTenunent  at  defiance  whenever  it  pleased ; 
and  wliicti,  in  addition  to  all  these  privileges 
and  tdvtuitAges,  was  entirely  exempt  from  Fed- 
eral taxation.  White  the  {ffodnoiDg  and  labor- 
ing classes  were  all  taxed ;  while  these  meri- 
lorions  dasaee,  with  Uieir  Bmall  incMnes,  were 
taxed  in  their  comforts  and  necessaries — in 
their  salt,  iron,  sagar,  blankets,  bats,  coats,  and 
dioea,  and  so  many  other  articles — the  basking 
interest,  which  dealt  in  bnodreds  of  millions, 
which  manefaetDred  and  monopolised  money, 
wliicb  pot  Dp  and  pot  down  prices,  and  held 
the  whole  ooontry  subject  to  its  power,  and 
tributary  to  its  wealth,  paid  notbiog.  Thin 
Tss  wrong  in  itself  and  nnjost  to  the  rest  of 
ths  oommnnity.  It  was  an  error  or  misUke 
in  Government,  whioh  be  hftd  long  intended 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  and  the  oon 
try  1  snd  be  jndged  the  present  ootijaitetnre 
be  a  proper  time  for  doing  it.  Revenne 
wanled.  A  genoal  revision  of  the  tariff  ._ 
sbont  to  take  placo.  An  adjastment  of  the 
taxes  for  a  long  period  is  about  to  be  made. 
This  is  the  lime  bo  bring  forward  the  bonking 
interest  to  bear  their  share  of  the  poblio  bnr- 
dans,  and  the  more  so,  as  they  are  now  in  the 
fiict  of  proving  ttiemselves  to  be  a  creat  bnrthen 
on  the  pabtic,  and  Um  public  mind  is  beginning 
to  connder  whether  were  is  any  way  to  make 
them  amenable  to  law  and  government. 

In  other  countries,  Hr.  B.  sud,  the  banking 
interest  was  subject  to  taxation.  He  knew  of 
BO  country  in  which  banking  was  tolerated, 
eiixpt  onr  own,  in  which  it  was  not  taxed. 
In  Great  Britun — that  country  troai  which  we 
borrow  the  banking  system — the  banking  inter- 
sat  pays  it«  fair  and  full  proportion  of  the 
pDblki  taxes;  it  pays  at  present  near  fonr 
millions  of  dollars.  It  paid  in  ISSS  the  snm 
oi  (8,735,400:  in  1887  it  pud  (8,604,800. 
Tbese  where  the  last  years  for  which  be  had 
Hen  the  detuls  of  the  British  taxation,  and  the 
unoonts  he  had  stated  comprehended  the  bank 
tu  upoQ  the  whole  United  Kingdom :  upon 
ScotWd  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  vyou  England 
*nil  Wales.  It  was  a  handsome  item  in  the 
Indget  of  British  tazati«>,  and  was  levied  on 
t*o  brao^ea  of  tlie  banking  buuness :  on  the 
cbenUtion,  and  on  bills  of  exchange.  In  the 
^  which  he  Intended  to  bring  forward,  the 
^milation  alone  was  proposed  to  be  taxed; 


and,  in  that  respect  the  paper  system  would 
still  remun  more  favored  here  than  it  was  in 
Great  Britain. 

In  onr  own  country.  Mi*.  B.  said,  the  bank- 
ing interest  had  formerly  been  taxed,  and  that 
in  all  its  branches:  in  its  circulation,  its  dis- 
counts, and  its  bills  of  excliange.  This  was 
dnring  the  late  wdt  with  Great  Briton ;  and 
though  the  banking  bnsiness  was  then  small 
compared  to  what  it  is  now,  yet  the  product 
of  the  tax  was  oonsiderable,  and  well  wortii 
the  gatberiog:  it  was  abont  {600,000  per 
annum.  At  Uie  end  of  the  war,  this  tax  was 
abolished ;  while  most  of  the  war  taxes,  laid  at 
the  same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for 
tbe  same  period,  were  conttoued  in  force: 
among  them  the  tax  on  salt,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life.  By  a  perveraion  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  righteous  taxation,  the  tax  on  banks 
was  abolished,  and  that  on  salt  was  cootinncd. 

This  bos  remained  the  case  for  twenty-five 
jout,  and  it  is  time  to  reverse  the  proceeding. 
It  Is  time  to  moke  tbe  banks  pay,  and  to  let 
salt  go  free. 

Mr.  B.  next  stated  the  manner  of  levying  the 
bank  tax  at  present  in  Great  Brittun,  which  be 
said  was  done  with  great  facility  and  simplicity.  ' 
It  was  a  levy  of  a  fixed  snm  on  the  average 
circnlation  of  the  year,  which  tbe  bank  was 
required  to  give  in  for  taintioc  like  any  other 
property,  and  the  amonnt  collected  by  a  distress 
warrant  if  not  pud.  This  simnle  and  obvioaa 
method  of  mii-ting  the  levy,  haa  been  adopted 
in  1816,  and  had  been  followed  ever  smce. 
Before  that  time  it  was  efitoted  through  the 
instrumentality  of  a  stomp  duty ;  a  Btam]>  being 
reqnired  for  each  note,  6nt  with  the  privilege 
of  compounding  for  a  gross  sum.  In  1816  the 
option  of  compounding  was  dropped ;  a  gross 
amount  waa  fixed  by  law  as  the  tax  upon  every 
million  of  the  circulation;  and  this  change  in 
the  mode  of  collection  has  operated  so  bene- 
ficially tliat,  though  temporary  at  first,  it  has 
been  made  permanent.  The  amount  fixed  was 
'  the  rate  of  £3,600  for  every  million.  This 
_s  for  the  circulation  only :  a  separate,  and 
much  heavier  tax,  was  laid  upon  bills  of  ex- 
change, to  be  coUected  by  a  stamp-duty  without 
irivilege  of  composition. 

'.  B.  here  read,  from  a  recent  history  of 

the  Bank  of  England,  a  brief  account  of  tlie 
taxation  of  tbe  circulation  of  that  institution 
for  the  last  fifty  years— from  1790  to  tbe  pres- 
ent time.  It  was  at  that  time,  that  her  circu- 
lation began  to  be  taxed,  because  at  that  time 
only  did  she  begin  to  have  a  circulotion  whidi 
displaced  the  ^>e4:ie  of  the  country.  She  then 
began  to  issue  notes  under  ten  pounds,  having 
been  &nt  chartered  with  the  privilege  of  issu- 
ing none  less  than  one  hundred  pounds.  It 
was  a  century— from  16B4  to  17^0 — before  she 
got  down  to  £5  and  afterwards  to  £2,  and  to 
£1,  and  from  that  time  the  specie  basis  was 
displaced,  the  currency  convulsed,  and  the  banks 
suspending  end  breaking.  The  Government 
inttemnified  itself  in  a  small  degree,  for  the 
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inischie&  of  Uie  peatiferoos  onrmcf  vhich 
it  had  antfaonMd ;  and  the  extract  which  he 
wu  about  to  reftd  vaa  the  histai7  of  the  tazA* 
(joQ  on  the  Bank  of  England  notee  which, 
commenolng  at  the  Bmall  compo^tion  of  £12,- 
OOO  per  aiuom,  now  amounts  to  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  near  four  millions  of  dollars  which 
the  paper  ajstem  psjB  annnally  to  the  British 
Treasury.    He  road : 

"  The  Bank,  till  Uteiy,  hm  alwaji  been  puticD- 
liriy  ftvored  in  the  cotDposition  which  thej  paid  for 
itamp  duliea.  Id  ITO'i,  they  paid  a  compoaition  of 
£12,000  per  annum,  in  lien  of  all  Btampa,  either  od 
lliUi  or  notes.  In  1TS9,  on  an  Increase  of  the  stamp 
duty,  their  ccnnpoddon  was  adracced  to  £!0,O00, 
and  an  addition  of  £4,000  for  notes  tained  oader  £S, 
nOsed  the  whole  to  £24,000.  In  1804,  an  addition 
of  not  leas  than  SO  per  cent,  waa  made  to  the  stamp 
dntj ;  but,  although  the  Bank  drculation  of  notes 
under  £B  had  increased  from  one  and  a  half  to  four 
and  a  half  millions,  the  whole  compodUon  was  only 
raised  from  £24,000  to  £32,000.  In  1808,  there 
was  a  further  increase  of  88  per  cent,  to  ' 
duty,  at  which  time  the  compoaidon  was  n 
£3S,000  to  £43,000. 

"  In  both  these  instances,  the  Increase  was  not  in 
MOportion  even  to  the  increase  of  dutjr ;  and  do  al- 
lowance whaterer  was  made  for  the  increose  in  the 
amount  of  the  Bank  circulation. 

"  It  was  not  till  the  sasion  of  181B,  on  a  fhrthei 
Increase  of  the  stamp  duty,  that  the  new  pcineiplf 
was  established,  and  the  Bank  compelled  to  pay  • 
composition  b  some  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  drcelation.  The  compoution  la  now  fixed  as 
follows :  Upon  the  average  circulation  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  the  Bank  is  to  paf  st  the  rale  of  £8,1100 
per  million,  on  their  a^regate  circulation,  without 
reference  to  the  difleicnt  clisses  and  value  of  their 
notes.  The  establishment  of  this  principle,  it  is  cal- 
culated, caused  a  SBving  to  the  public,  in  the  yean 
1815  and  ISIB,  of  £70,000.  By  Che  n^lect  of  this 
principle,  which  onght  to  have  been  adored  in  1799, 
Mr.  Ricardo  estimated  Uie  public  to  have  been  later; 
and  the  Bank  oonseqaently  gaintrt,  tk  no  less  a  sum 
than  kal/a  mHHoh," 

Ur.  B.  remarked  briefly  upon  the  equity  of 
tbis  tax,  the  Bimplicity  of  its  levr  since  181S, 
and  ita  large  product.  He  deemed  it  the  proper 
model  to  be  followed  in  the  United  States, 
□nleas  we  should  go  on  tlie  principle  of  copying 
all  that  was  evil,  and  r^eoting  ^  that  was 
good  in  the  British  paper  system.  We  bor- 
rowed the  banking  ^stem  &om  the  English, 
with  all  its  foreign  vices,  and  then  added  others 
of  onr  own  to  it.  Enghmd  has  mppresMd  the 
pestilence  of  notes  nnder  £fi  (near  $26 ;}  we 
retain  small  notes  down  to  a  doUar,  and  thenoe 
to  the  fractional  parts  of  ft  doUv.  She  has 
taxed  all  notes  \  and  those  under  £S  ahe  taxed 
highest  while  abe  had  them ;  we,  on  the  con- 
trary, tax  none.  The  additional  tax  of  £4,000 
on  the  Dotes  under  £6  rested  on  the  fair  priii- 
ciple  of  taxing  hi^est  that  which  was  most 
profitable  to  the  owner,  and  most  inlnrions  to 
tbe  oonntry.  The  amall  notee  fell  within  that 
category,  and  therefore  pdd  highest. 

HaviLg  tboB  shown  that  bank  cironlation  waa 


now  taxed  in  Great  Britain,  and  had  been  for 
fifty  years,  he  proceeded  to  show  thtt  H  bd 
also  been  taxed  in  the  United  States.  Tbitwii 
in  the  year  ISIS.  In  the  month  cX  Angott  of 
that  year,  a  atamp-aot  was  passed,  apolioUt 
to  banks  and  to  baidcera,  and  taxing  them  is 
the  three  great  branches  tdf  their  btuimn,  te 
wit :  the  ciroulatioD,  the  diaooonts,  sad  lb« 
bills  of  aiohaoge.  On  the  drcnlatton,  tb«  lu 
commenced  atone  cent  on  a  one  dollar  note,  ud 
rose  gradnaliy  lo  fifty  dollars  on  notn  wmA- 
ing  one  thonsand  doHara,  will)  the  privilege  of 
coraponnding  for  a  gross  sum  in  lien  of  lb* 
duty.  On  Uhe  disootinta,  the  tax  began  it  fin 
cents  on  notes  discounted  for  one  huiditd 
dollars,  and  rose  gradoslly  to  five  dollm  a 
notes  of  eight  thousuid  dollara  and  upwards 
On  bills  of  exchange,  it  began  at  five  cenU  m 
bills  of  fifty  dollars,  and  rose  to  five  dollsnoi 
those  of  ^ht  thoasand  doUsn  and  npwuds. 

Such  was  the  tax,  c<Ritinii«d  Mr.  k,  wliick 
the  moneyed  Interest,  employed  in  bankiin^  w 
required  topayin  ISIS.and  which  itconlinid 
to  pay  nntil  1617.  In  that  year  the  banki»« 
released  from  taxation,  while  taxes  were  m- 
tinned  npon  all  the  coniforta  and  neoeHirlcaof 
life.  Taxes  are  now  oontinned  opautrtida 
of  prime  necessity — npon  salt  even— and  the 
qnestion  will  now  go  before  the  Senate  ai 
oouutiy,  whether  tiie  banking  interest,  wUd 
has  now  grown  ao  rich  and  powerful— wliidi 
monopolizes  ^e  money  <tf  the  oonntry— bevdi 
the  QovemmeDt — makes  diatreas  or  proqterilr 
when  it  pleaaea — the  question  is  now  (oiu 
whether  this  interest  diall  oontinne  lo  1m 
exempt  from  tax,  whUe  every  thing  else  liKio 
pay. 

Mr.  B.  B^d  he  did  not  know  how  the  but- 
ing  interest  of  the  present  day  would  leliBb  * 
proposition  to  make  them  contribute  to  lb, 
support  of  the  Qovenunent.  He  did  not  tiu>i 
how  theywould  takeit;  but  he  did  know  bo' 
a  banker  of  the  old  school — one  who  paid  « 
light,  acoordins  to  his  promise,  and  never  brw 
J  promise  to  file  holder  of  his  notes— he  ™ 
know  how  mmA  a  hanker  viewed  the  set  « 
1813 ;  and  he  would  exhibit  his  behsvior  u> 
the  Senate ;  lie  spoke  of  the  late  SnraD 
GisASD  of  Philadelphia ;  and  he  would  let  him 
speak  for  himself,  by  reading  some  paotgei 
from  a  petition  which  he  nreeented  to  Congrt* 
the^ear  after  the  tax  on  bank  noI«s  was  lsi°- 

MtahlidiedalHatit 

the  fbuHlsiiiiii  of  lii> 
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be  ii  williBg  »« 

withhbMK*- 


That, 
the  city  of  PhiladelpUa,  upon 
own  individual  fbrtnne  and  o 
excloslre  emalnnent,  and  that 
cheerfully  to  contribute,  in  con 
citizens  uirou^ut  the  United 
tioD  of  the  taxes  whidi  have  \ 
support  of  the  National 
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"  TbM  It  hai  been  offldiUr  dedired,  boireTer,  that 
tbe  wcood  aeetioB  of  Ibe  act  of  Ooamw  daw  not 
uUboriM  •  ooinp«dtton  with  tn  Indrndml  banker, 
becuua  it  ipaalu  otdy  of  banJtt  aitd  gemponia,  (not 
or  banker  and  banken,)  and  becauae  it  ipeaki  onl? 
tf  ifiiidenda  (not  of  profits)  made  to  the  Kockhaldera, 
and  Ihat  beOM  an  indlridual  banker,  acting   Upon  a 

notei  lo  the  wnount  of  one  million  of  dollais,  is  sub- 
jected to  the  proiDpt  pajment  of  a  duty  UDOunting 
to  ten  thousand  dolbrs,  while  an  Incorporated  bank, 
or  eren  a  company  of  two  or  three  lunken,  acting 
upon  the  aune  amoimt  of  c^iul,  and  IsBuinR  tbe 
auK  amoont  of  bank  notes,  will  oiJj  be  ilible, 
periodkall;,  to  tbe  payment  of  a  dntj  amounting  to 
one  IhooaaiMl  fire  hnndred  doUaia,  npon  the  cnitom- 
arj  annual  ifiridend  ^ten  per  cent." 

"  And  jvat  menioriaUit  baring  snbntttad  theae 
eouidentioM  to  ti»  witdom  of  Cotgitm,  respect- 
fnllf  W*,  tiiat  tbe  act  of  Congnaa  may  be  ao 
amended  a«  lo  petnit  the  SeenHarj  of  tbe  Treasury 
te  (cttt  into  Bconpoaillou  for  tliesUtDp  duty.  In  the 
case  of  priiate  bankers,  as  well  as  in  tbe  case  of  oor- 
pontiona  and  companies,  of  h  aa  to  render  the  duty 
eqiut  in  iu  opeiatiooa  upon  every  denomination  of 

Mr,  B,  hnd  read  these  psssa^es  from  Mr.  Gi- 
nnl's  petition  to  Coneress  in  lSI4,^r«(,  for  the 
porpose  of  showing  the  readiness  with  which 
a  baolter  of  the  old  school  paid  the  taxes  which 
the  Oofemment  Imposod  npon  his  borinew ; 
and,  n«et,  to  show  the  veiy  consldanble  amotint 
of  that  tax,  which  on  the  circulation  alone 
amonnted  to  ton  thousand  dollars  on  the  mil- 
lion. All  this,  with  the  additional  tax  on  the 
diaoonnts,  and  on  the  bilU  of  exchange,  Hr, 
Girard  was  entirely  willing  to  pay,  provided 
all  pEud  alike.  All  he  asked  ^raa  eqtiality  of 
taxation,  and  that  he  might  taoTe  tbe  benefit 
of  the  same  compoeition  which  waa  allowed  to 
incorporoled  banks.  This  was  a  reasonable 
leqneet,  and  was  immediatelj  grtuted  by  Oon- 
greHs. 

Ur.  B.  having  vindicated  his  bill  on  British 
and  American  precedent,  as  well  on  reason  ao 
principle,  went  on  to  state  its  detalla,  and  to 
show  the  probable  amount  of  the  tax  It 
would  produce.  He  stated  that  he  proposed  a 
tax  of  one  per  eentnm  per  annum  on  the  notes 
of  titeatj  dullars  and  upwards ;  of  two  per 
cent  on  the  notM  of  fire  dollars,  and  tinder 
twenty ;  and  fbnr  per  cent,  on  the  notes  nnder 
fire  dollars.  This  be  held  to  be  a  more  mode- 
rate tax  than  that  imposed  upon  tbe  banking 
iniereat  by  the  act  of  1S18,  for  while  it  taxed 
tbe  oirotilation  a  little  highw  than  was  done  by 
that  act,  yet  it  taxed  nothing  bnt  the  oironl^ 
tioD.  The  disoonnta  and  tlte  UUe  of  exchange 
were  not  ineloded.  He  jnstifled  the  higher  tax 
placed  on  the  maU  bills,  Her  the  eame  reaecxi 
vhioh  oeaaskmed  them  to  be  more  highly 
taxed  in  Great  Britain  when  notea  nnder  £0 
wae  uAtnUi  li»n,  to  wtt:  beoaoae  tiioae 


small  notea  were  more  profitaUe  to  the  makers 
than  the  large  ones,  and  therefore  could  afford 
to  pay  higher,  and  were  more  injurious  to  the 
oonntry,  and  therefore  onght  to  pay  higher. 

To  collect  this  tax,  Ur,  B.  said  that  his  hill 
followed  the  plan  that  had  prevailed  in  England 
dace  the  year  ISIS,  that  is,  to  require  the 
bonks,  and  other  corporations,  and  tbe  indi- 
viduals and  companies  wbiob  issued  paper 
money,  to  give  in  to  the  derk  of  the  Tlnited 
States  district  court  the  average  of  the  circnla- 
tion  for  the  first  three  qiArters  of  the  year.  Had 
an  estimate  of  the  fonrUi  quarter ;  upon  which 
the  marshal  of  the  district  should  make  the 
collection,  nnder  tbe  instruotione  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  lie  held  this  to  be  a 
cheap,  effioient,  and  simple  method  of  collecting 
the  tax.  It  avoided  all  the  objections  whiw 
applied  to  a  stomp  duty ;  objections  so  great 
that,  botii  in  England  and  America,  whiM  the 
stamp  duty  wH  nominally  imposed,  a  compod- 
tion  so  moderate  was  permitted  that  the  do^ 
was  always  compoimded  for  a  gross  sum. 

The  prodnct  of  the  tax  was  tbe  point  to 
which  Mr.  B.  next  adverted.  Ha  sdd  the  prod- 
not  would  be  ooasiderable,  and  well  wortn  the 
onllection.  On  the  present  circulation  of  about 
one  hnndred  millions,  of  which  more  than  half 
might  be  aasnmed  to  be  nnder  twenty  dollars, 
ana  therefore  p^ing  the  higher  tax,  the  prod- 
uct would  not  be  1q»s  than  o  million  and  a 
half  of  doUors.  But  the  paper  system  is  now 
in  a  state  of  depression ;  it  has  been  vastly 
contracted  within  a  year  past  to  make  "di»- 
trtm  "  for  the  election  of  1840,  and  will  soon 
swell  out  ag^n  to  make  plunder  for  specalators. 
In  1S87,  the  circulation  was  one  hundred  and 
forty  millions ;  it  will  doubtless  expand  to  that 
amoimt  again  in  the  conrse  of  the  year  ■  it  ia 
time  for  tbe  new  expansion  to  begin ;  and  when 
the  Oonstitutioosl  Treasury  ia  abdlshed,  and 
all  check  over  the  isane  of  bank  paper  removed, 
the  oironlation  will  probably  amount  to  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  The  product  of 
the  bank  tax  would  then  be  about  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  a  reepectable  sam  in  itself, 
very  neariy  equal  to  the  salea  of  the  publio 
lands,  and  cnffloient  to  admit  tbe  suppression 
of  taxes  on  many  articles  of  comfbrt  and 
neoesdty. 

Having  made  ttils  ezposilion  of  hte  bill  na  a 
revenne  measure — aa  a  tneaaore  purely  and  sim- 
ply intended  to  rabe  revenue  ttom  the  moDeyed 
mterest  employed  in  banking,  Mr.  B.  ttid  there 
was  an  additional  feature  in  the  bill  which  be 
had  not  yet  mentioned,  and  which  he  should 
now  pro«wed  to  develtm.  It  was  in  an  annual 
pn^remive  increase  ot  the  tax  on  email  notea 
— ^those  nnder  tbe  rize  of  twe»»  dollars — 
which  he  had  inserted  In  the  bill;  and  the 
motive  fbr  which  taorease  he  would  now  state. 
The  bill,  as  already  explained  to  the  Senate^ 
proposes  a  higher  tax  on  the  small  notes  than 
on  the  large  ones.  This  was  done  on  the  Air 
revenue  prindide  before  stated,  and  whioh  waa 
noted  npon  In  Eaglaitd  when  the  dronlatlon  of 
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nuftll  notM  was  admitted  there,  fiat  in  addi- 
tion to  this  higher  tax  <m  moh  iiot«i,  an  anntul 
increase  is  proposed  to  be  added  to  it  antil  tlie 
wliole  tax  amounts  to  twelve  per  oent.  per 
antiTim.  This  iocrease  was  not  intended  soiel; 
fbr  revenue,  hnt  partly  to  effect  the  gradnal 
enppression  of  these  notes.  This  was  the  roo- 
tive  for  the  increase ;  and  the  bill  was  so  drawn 
as  to  present  this  additional  tax  as  a  s^arate 
olause,  and  as  claiming  from  the  Benate  a  dis- 
timd  and  separate  oonslderation.  Theproviuon 
was,  that  notee  of  fiiadollars  and  nnder  twenty, 
elioQld  pav  one  per  centnm  per  annom  additiooal 
tax,  and  ttiose  under  five  dollars  ahoald  paj  two 
per  centum  per  annmn  additional,  until  the  tax 
on  each  amounted  to  twelve  per  oent  This 
additional  tax,  annoallT'  increasing,  woold  grad- 
ually bear  down  these  notei,  and  pnt  an  end  to 
tjieir  circulation  at  the  end  of  some  years,  in 
the  mean  time  supplying  revenue.  This  was 
the  ofaaracter  and  object  of  the  second  part  of 
the  bill ;  and  as  it  was  the  flnt  time  that  a 
measnre  of  this  kind  bad  been  brought  I>efore 
the  Senate,  he  felt  it  to  be  ineumbent  upon 
him  to  vindicate  his  proposition,  and  to  antici- 
pate and  obviate  some  of  the  o^ections  which 
might  be  made  to  it  At  the  bead  of  these 
sbjectiona  stood  tlie  question  of  oonstitntion' 
ality — a  qoeetion  which  shonld  be  well  con- 
aiderod  at  the  proposal  of  every  new  measare. 
It  might  be  objected  that  the  taxing  power 
oonld  not  be  need  for  aa  iocidenbd  porpose ; 
that  it  mnst  be  confined  to  its  dire«st  ocject. 
Before  answering  this  objection,  Mr.  B.  woold 
•ay  that  there  were  five  classes  of  politicians 
in  the  United  States,  and  very  nmaeroos  classes 
too,  who  could  not  use  it— who  were  preolnded 
by  their  principles  from  nsiug  it.  These  were, 
firtt,  all  those  who  admitted  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  the  currency  generally ;  fbr 
as  there  was  no  specified  mode  of  regulating 
it,  it  resulted,  of  course,  that  Congress  sboula 
use  any  one  of  its  actual  ^wers  for  that  pur- 
pose which  would  accomplish  the  object.  Sm- 
tmdlj/,  all  those  who  held  it  constitutional  to 
charter  a  National  Bank  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency ;  for  it  was  clear  that  if  CongreBs,  In  the 
eiereiBe  of  an  implied  power,  coiud  invest  a 
oompaoy  of  individuala  with  the  power  of 
regnlatiDg  the  currency,  it  might  regulate  the 
same  currenoy  itself  by  the  exereiae  of  an  ei- 

!>ress  power.  7Xtn%,  all  thoee  who  deemed 
t  oonatitutional  to  lay  duties  for  the  direct 
purpose  of  protection ;  for  if  it  was  oonstitu- 
tional  to  banish  foreign  products  in  that  w^, 
it  was  still  more  clearly  so  to  use  the  same 
power  for  the  auppresticoi  of  a  domestia  nui- 
sance. Feurthljf,  a&  thoee  who  held  it  ooostltu- 
tionsl  to  lay  duties  with  a  view  to  incidental 
protection ;  fbr  if  an  incidental  object  oao  I>e 
allowed  in  ooe  cose,  it  may  in  another.  Fffl^ 
Jf,  all  those  who  held  it  constitutional  to  lay 
prohibitory  duties;  for  prohibition  was  the 
same,  whether  it  applied  to  one  otiject,  or  an- 
other. Ur.  B.  a^d,  these  five  dasses  of  poti- 
tidaaa  were  preoloded  frcoa  making  the  qtuaUiHi 


[2fltB  Coal 

the  second  pott  of  hit 
bill ;  and  he  believed  these  five  claaaes  would 
comprehend  nesrly  the  whole  of  the  politiciaiu 
In  the  Union;  be  believed  that  almost  every 
politician  would  fall  into  one  or  the  other  d 
these  classes,  and  not  a  few  would  &I1  into  ths 
whole  of  them ;  all  such  be  held  to  be  etfopped 
by  their  principles  from  objecting  to  his  pro- 
posed measure.  But  there  may  be  others,  he 
said,  not  included  in  these  claMes,  and  there- 
fore not  estopped  by  their  cstabliahed  priiKi- 
§Iei< ;  and  to  whom  a  reply  upon  the  merits  it 
ue.  That  reply  is  as  brief  as  It  is  obvious 
namely,  that  where  the  constitation  requires 
a  thing  to  be  done^  and  has  not  ^>e<nfieatlLe 
mode  of  doing  it,  Congress  may  exerdse  soy 
one  of  its  granted  powers  for  the  pnrpaae 
which  is  adeqnato  to  the  object  This  is  the 
principle,  and  now  for  its  application:  The 
eonatitution  mquires  the  gold  and  silver  ew- 
reucy  to  be  preserved ;  the  small  notes  deatroj 
that  currency,  and  substitute  for  it  a  base 
paper  money.  The  constitution  requires  gold 
and  silver  to  be  the  only  1^^  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts ;  the  small  notee  destrt^  tfasi 
tender,  and  make  base  paper  a  forced  tender  in 
payment  of  every  debt.  Here,  then,  are  two 
mfroctiona  of  the  constitution  operated  bj 
those  small  notes ;  here  ere  two  eonatitntioBil 
requisitlonsdefeated  by  theeesmall  DOtes;  here 
is  a  twofold  duty  devolved  upon  the  Cmigres 
— first,  to  prevent  these  infiwitionB,  and  second, 
to  comply  with  these  re^oitdtioos ;  and  no  vtj 
is  pointed  out  for  doing  it.  The  obvious  conr« 
then  is,  to  use  any  remedy  that  a  granted  powu 
will  afford  for  the  purpose.  The  taxing  power 
will  do  this.  It  will  kill  the  small  notes,  which 
are  killing  the  constitution;  and  it  is  absoid 
to  think  of  waiting  for  an  express  power  to  pat 
down  these  destroyers  of  the  constitaticn ;  foi 
the  fraraers  of  that  instmrnent  never  foresaw 
the  evil '  they  never  foresaw  the  existenoe  of  a 
thousand  l>anks,  and  ten  thoosand  individnalgi 
all  issuing  small  p^ter  money,  and  refoein^  to 
pay  it  wheo  tltey  pleased ;  and  a  great  pcdittci] 
party  sastaining  tnem  in  their  conduct  These 
are  things  not  foreseen  by  the  fhuners  of  ths 
constitution;  they  ore  evils  aguost  which 
specific  remedies  cannot  be  directed ;  they  are 
evils  which  mnst  continue  unless  a  remedy  can 
be  found  in  the  incidental  exercise  of  a  (jranted 
power ;  and  to  deny  this,  is  to  aay  that  the 
otmstitntion  cannot  be  used  to  save  itsdC 

Mr.  B.  said  that  neither  the  idea  of  hu  tull, 
nor  the  argument  in  fbvor  of  it,  was  origiaal 
with  him.  They  had  both  been  need  by  otben 
long  since,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Gallatin  tea 
years  ago.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  essay  on  cur- 
renoy, m  the  year  1630,  had  proposed  this 
method  of  patting  down  small  notM ;  ioi  m 
an  elaborate  arKomenb,  had  vindicated  its  cop- 
Btitutionality,  dearly  showing  that  it  avoided 
the  Hamiltonian,  and  came  within  the  Jefftwffl- 
ian  oonstmction  of  the  ootutitntMo.  HisngD- 
meat  ia  too  extended  to  be  quoted  in  fall  bsre; 
bnt  scons  pasaagei  from  it  will  show  las  ifia- 
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ion,  and  edibit  a  part  of  his  reBSoning.    He 

"  We  hare  almdy  «dTertB4  *"  *^^  prortrioM  of 
the  oonBtitutiOD,  irbich  decUra  that  no  State  ihall 
fitber  aoin  mane;,  emit  bitia  of  credit,  make  lay 
thing  but  gold  and  (diver  coin  a  tender  tn  pafment 
of  debts,  or  pasa  any  law  Impairing  the  obligadon  of 
contractB,  and  vUi£  vest  in  Cotigresi  the  excludve 
power  to  coin  moDe;,  and  to  r^nlate  the  Talae 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin.  It  was  idnioiialj  tli« 
otject  of  the  Union  to  consolidate  the  United  States 
inU)  one  nation,  so  fai  as  regarded  all  their  t«latioils 
with  tbreign  Montriea,  and  that  the  intenul  poveit 
of  the  Oeneral  GoTetnment  ahould  be  applied  only 
to  object!  ueaeaaarj  for  that  poipoea,  or  to  those  few 
whidi  were  deemed  enential  to  tbe  proqMiit  j  of  the 
coiiDti7,  and  to  the  general  coDTenience  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  seTeral  States.  Amongst  the  otjects  thus 
selected,  were  the  power  to  r^ulate  commerce  among 
the  sernvl  States,  and  tlie  control  oret  the  monetirj 
l^ileci  of  the  countrj." 


I  power  to  la;  stamp  duties  on 
irates,  on  bank  notes,  and  on  an;  description  of  bank 
notes.  That  power  h«e  dread;  been  exerdsed ;  and 
the  duties  ma;  be  laid  to  sndi  an  wnomit,  and  in 
each  ■  manner,  sa  ma;  be  neceasar;  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject intoided.  This  olject  is  not  merelj  to  provide 
general^  (br  (he  general  wd&re,  tmt  to  carrf  into 
eftct.  In  eonfonnit;  with  the  last  paragnqih  <^  tbe 
eighth  seetbd  of  the  Brst  article,  those  several  and 
upreaa  proviaioiis  of  the  constitntion  which  vest  in 
CoDgren  eiidmdTel;  the  control  over  the  mooetar; 
spMa  of  the  TToited  States,  and  more  pBrdcolari; 
those  irtiich  inpl;  the  tieeeuit;  «f  a  onifonn  cni^ 
rene;.  Tbe  eierdae  of  the  power  for  that  ot^eet  i« 
ffco  of  any  eMutitotioual  otjectiaik  provided  the 
duties  thus  laid  dull  be  unifonn,  and  ap[died  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  as  well  as  to  the  State 
hanka  Tbe  act  of  la^Dg  and  coUecUDg  the  duUee, 
yUA  it  eipretsl;  granted,  U  alone  sufficient,  to 
edect  the  object  As  no  sppropHation  of  money  Is 
winled  for  that  purpose,  the  eierdse  of  power  wludi 
iiRquiied,  is  pnrely  that  <^  laying  duties;  and  it  la 
DM  liable  t«  ttm  otjecdm,  that  to  uaert  (bat  tbe 
raliwrity  to  IST  (aiea  hnpUea  that  rf  affirapiitlng 
Uie  inxMeda  to  a  Ibroed  eonstniotion.  It'ie  eqody 
Inc  of  any  otgectlim  derived  from  any  preanaoed 
iMaiJng  of  the  words  "  general  welfare,"  einoe  the 
po'er  lo  lay  duties  will,  in  this  instance,  be  eier- 
Med,  in  order  to  cur;  into  effect  several  express 
pnrisioDs  of  the  coostitation,  haring  the  saiDe  ob- 
ject in  view.  Congrees  may,  if  It  deems  proper,  lay 
a  stamp  daty  on  small  notee,  whidi  will  put  an  end 
to  Ihdr  circulation.  It  may  lay  such  a  duty  on  all 
buik  notes,  as  wonid  convert  all  the  banks  into  banks 
of  discount  and  deposit  (ml;,  annihilate  the  paper  cur- 
KDcy,  and  render  a  Bank  of  the  United  Btatei  on- 
Meoaar;  in  reference  to  that  ohjeot.  Bnl  If  tUa 
laM  meason  riunld  be  deemed  pemidoBs,  or  prove 
ImpruOcaMe,  Congress  most  resort  to  other  and 
Biilder  means  of  Kgulating  the  cuneocy  of  the  ooun< 
b?.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  as  has  slready 
<»en  shown,  wm  eetabiisbed  tar  that  express  pur- 
pose," 

Vj.  B.  would  not  go  farther  into  tbe  consti- 
nrtional  question,  as  it  coacenied  the  second 
jwt  of  hi*  bm,  Bt  present.  He  hold  what  had 
been  nld  br  Umsel^  and  qnoted  from  Mr. . 


Qallatin,  to  be  anfacient  on  that  bead ;  snffi- 
dent,  at  all  events,  to  warrant  the  introdnction 
of  this  bill.  The  other  part  of  it— that  which 
related  to  revenne — was  free  from  all  oonstito- 
tional  qnestioD,  and  presented  nothing  bnt  a 
qaestion  of  expediency.  It  presented  the  Htm- 
pie  qnestiou,  whether  the  moneyed  interest 
employed  in  hanking  ought  to  be  made  to  oon- 
tribnte  to  the  sopport  of  the  Oovemment ;  and 
to  that  qneition  ne  expected  a  general  answer 
in  tbe  affirmative.'  To  the  eip^ieney  of  snp- 
preawng  tbe  amall  notAS'onder  twenty  dollars, 
he  ehoidd  also  eopect  an  affirmative  answer 
ftvm  the  m^orttr  M  the  Senate  and  the  people. 
He  himself  sboiud  be  for  soppressing  all  nnder 
one  hondred  dollars ;  bat  the  pnblio  mind  was 
not  yet  ripe  for  so  Btrongameamre.  Thesmall 
notes  nnder  twenty  doUars  were  the  great  evil 
at  present.  They  were  a  pestilence,  a  nniganc^ 
ana  a  cnrae  to  the  cotmtry.  They  drove  spede 
ont  of  the  conntrv,  and  made  safe  banking 
impossible,  Theythrewthe  losses,  when  banks 
stcmped  payment  npon  those  who  had  no  bene- 
fit fi^im  nanks  when  they  were  going  on :  they 
threw  all  Uie  losses  npon  the  laboriugandemaU 
dealing  jpart  of  the  coinmnnity.  They  pro- 
moted  crime  and  immorality ;  ror  the  ooonter- 
feitins  and  pasting  connteri^t  paper,  fell  almost 
entlrdy  npon  the  sroall  notes.  They  banistied 
silrer;  for  how  oonld  a  silver  dollar  circtdate 
against  a  one  dollar  noto  I  They  banished  gold ; 
for  how  conld  an  eagle  oircnlate  against  ft  ten 
dollar,  or  a  half  eagle  against  a  five  dollar  bill  ? 
They  were  injmions  to  every  interest,  except 
the  banking  interest,  mid  to  them  they  were 
the  sonroe  of  enormons,  bnt  most  nndne  profit? 

Mr.  B.  snbmitted  his  bill,  with  the  declar»- 
tion  that  it  was  one  of  the  measures  for  tbe 
protection  of  the  constitutional  cnrrenoy,  and 
the  restriction  of  the  paper  Bystoin,  which  went 
to  the  fonndaUon  of  parties ;  that  it  concerned 
the  great  qtiestion  of  the  age— that  of  the  onr- 
rency— on  which  Jefferson  and  Hamilton  di- 
vided fifty  years  ago,  and  tm  which  Democracy 
■nd  Federdlsm  most  oontinne  to  divide  nntil 
the  qnesUoB  of  mastery  and  permanent  suprem- 
Bc?  was  decided  between  the  banks  and  the 
people. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Pbxbtoit,  the  bill  was 
then  read. 

Mr.  HmnTKOTOx  said  it  was  not  osnal,  nor 
In  aooordanoe  with  the  courtesy  generally  ex- 
tended to  Benators,  on  asking  leave  to  introdnoe 
a  bill,  to  make  objeetions ;  bnt  this  bill  waa 
of  snoh  a  character,  that,  with  ttie  views  he 
entertained,  it  seemed  to  him  it  was  not  prop- 
erly admisnble.  There  was  a  provision  in  the 
ecmstitotion  which  provided  that  all  bills  for 
the  ndung  of  revenue  Aonld  originaM  in  the 
House  of  BepreaentativeB,  though  the  BenaU 
might  make  amendments  thereto.  Now  what 
was  this  tnlll  It  was  a  bill  by  whioh  it  was 
intended  to  lay  a  tax  opon  aU  bank  notes  iasned 
by  any  bankiiw  inoorporaUon  in  this  country. 
It  was  not  confined  to  any  district  or  territory, 
but  it  was  a  bill  to  lay  a  tax,  in  the  form  of  a 
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dnt7,  to  be  nsaeawd  and  pud  into  the  Trtaeaij 
of  the  United  Btates,  and  thus  farming  t,  part 
of  the  receipts  and  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  (A  be  expended  aa  sncli.  Kow  If  he 
nndemtood  the  Senator  from  Miuonri  (Hr. 
Bsmoir)  aright,  that  Senator  considered  it  a 
part  of  their  obligations  to  compel  tliese  cor- 
porationa  to  pay  a  portion  of  that  which  Justly 
goes  into  the  Trea^Qry  in  Die  shape  of  revenne  r 
and  if  BO,  it  was  not  within  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  oonstltntion ;  and 
could  tbey,  then,  permit  the  introduotion  of  a 
bill  containing  snch  a  provision  ?  Be  hod  no 
intention  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
tor trotn  Missouri  on  the  merits  of  the  bill; 
with  the  viewi  he  entertuned  be  did  not  con- 
aider  the  Senate  could  constitutionally  receive 
the  bill,  and  therefore  he  Aonld  attempt  no 
reply.  Some  yeara  ago  it  was  a  question  there 
wbedier,  indeed,  the  Senate  could  reduce  a  rate 
of  duty  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  a  bill  which 
had  come  up  fVom  the  other  House ;  bnt  on 
that  subject  he  had  now  nothing  t*  say,  nor 
^onld  he  say  a  word  on  the  merits  of  this  bill ; 
he  merely  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the 
views  he  bad  on  the  question  of  its  reception, 
and  therefore,  on  the  question  of  granting  leave, 
he  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  Bkntos  BMd  the  olgection  of  the  Sena- 
tor tram  Connecticut  (Mr.  Uunti.voton)  was  a 
very  fair  one ;  it  was  one  which  he  had  antici- 
pated, for  he  should  have  sat  there  for  twenty 
years  to  very  little  purpose,  if  he  had  not  fore- 
seen it.  He  repeated,  it  was  a  fair  objection, 
and  it  was  entitled  to  the  grave  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  But  in  the  twenty  years  that 
be  bad  set  there,  he  had  seen  the  thing  done, 
and  that  in  a  piece  of  legislation  which  they 
deemed  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  legislation 
they  had  ever  done;  he  allnded  to  the  com- 
promise act  of  183S,  which  originated  in  ^e 
Senate,  and  to  that  part  in  which  they  raised 
the  duty  on  coarse  woollens  from  five  to  fifty 
per  cent.  That  bill  was  entertained  by  this 
body,  it  was  carried  throogh  this  hoAj,  and 
was  perfected  by  this  body. 

Mr.  'Wbbstkb.    So,  no,  no ;  not  perfected. 

Mr.  BxHTOV  repeat«d  that  it  was  perfected 
by  thb  body.  He  know  well  what  he  said. 
It  was  perfected  by  this  body  ;  it  was  disonseed 
and  amended  in  this  body ;  ^terward  adopted 
as  an  amendment  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  then  was  sent  np  osain  to  this  House, 
and  passed  as  a  Bouse  bill.  That  bill,  after 
being  entertuned  by  this  body,  and  perfected 


other  House,  passed  thtre,  and  sent  here,  and 
then  passed  here.  Thus  it  began  here— was 
discussed  here — amended  here — perfected  here 
— but  not  passed  till  adopted  and  sent  np  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  WEaBTKR  asked  what  could  be  a  clearer 
oaae  than  this  t  The  very  head  and  title  of  the 
bill  showed  that  it  was  lnt«nded  thereby  to  lay 


a  ta^  and  the  constitntion  said  that  sU  ndi 
bills  enonld  originate  in  the  House  of  B^reseirt- 
atives.  The  case  of  the  compromise  ict  tss 
different;  the  general  scope  of^tbatsetwssnoi 
to  raise,  bnt  to  rednce  taxes ;  bat  even  thto  it 
was  thought  that  it  had  a  very  donbtM  right 
there.  Bnt  he  was  snrprised  to  heir  uj 
gentleman  asking  leave  to  introdnce  sd^  a  t^ 

Mr.  HnBBXBs  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table,  and  that  the  bill  be 
printed.  He  hoped  no  qnution  wonld  be  tsk«s 
on  the  bill  until  they  had  had  an  oppartanity  tv 
read  it. 

Mr.  GAI.HOTIX  said  it  was  undoubtedly  tnw 
the  Senate  oonld  not  ori^nate  a  bill  to  tii»  s 
revenue  by  taxation ;  and  at  another  periml, 
on  anotber  measnre,  when  he  predded  over  ttti 
Senate,  the  question  was  raised,  wh^er,  u 
they  hod  not  the  power  to  originate  bills  to 
raise  revenue,  they  conid  reduce  toistiou ;  be 
overmled  the  olijection.  and  the  Senate  cm. 
firmed  his  decision,  and  the  compromise  bill 
was  passed  nnder  that  dedsion.  But  in  itt 
progress,  as  an  amendment  was  mode  in  hmr 
of  coarse  woollens,  and  as  the  questioa  lisd 
arisen  as  to  the  right  of  the  Senate,  the  otbR 
Honse  adopted  the  amendment  as  its  ovn,  to 
obviate  any  informality.  He  argued  Ibst  \ht 
question  shonld  be  decided  by  the  Ohair,  whetli- 
er  this  bill  was  admissible. 

Mr.  WxB>m  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays  wonld 
be  taken  thereon. 

Mr,  Clat,  of  Alabama,  Bud  no  principle  vbtl- 
ever  was  involved  in  the  motion  of  his  friend 
from  New  Hampshire — they  neither  voted  M 
the  adoption  nor  the  rejection  of  the  hill.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  wonld  adopt  the  motion, 
allow  the  hill  to  be  printed,  and  that  thj 
wonld  have  another  opportunity  to  vote  od  iu 
merits.  Not  doubting  that  the  Senate  'wodld 
give  them  that  opportunity,  he  wonld  nov 
renew  his  own  motion  to  lay  the  motion  of  tbe 
Senator  fhim  Missouri  on  the  table,  and  tbt 
the  bill  \k  printed. 

Mr.  Wbbvtbb  hoped  the  qneation  wobM  1» 
determined  by  the  ayes  and  noe^  whidi  *en 
ordered. 

After  a  tew  words  fWnn  Mr,  Calbodk,  Vt. 
Clat  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  WsBsm,  the  wU 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  it  on  tbs  table, 
and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative-^<< 
18,  noes  22.  _ 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  said  he  bad  sccomplifli" 
the  main,  though  not  the  whole  of  his  o^etU 
in  introdncing  the  bill.  One  object  was  W 
bring  the  question  before  the  county — that  i* 
had  acoomplished,  and  therefore  he  would  ao* 
withdraw  nia  motion  for  leave  to  introditoa  tM 
bill. 

Mr.  WBBaiBB  said  the  SeniriAr  could  d<h 
withdraw  it  without  the  consent  of  the  SeMia 

On  this  qoestion  a  point  of  order  srose,  «w«i 
led  to  on  animated  debate,  in  which  Jiv^'- 
Wkbstkx,  Tapfas,  Out  of  Alabaniis  ^>*'''' 
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Cii^oDN,    Kara,    Oamtsuxs,    JIdntoiotox, 

PuarOK,  SkTU^  Mgngrna-^  FhELFS,  Uld  OtluTB 

took  pSrL 

It  waa  than  naoltei,  oa  tha  motion  of  Ur. 
pBESToif,  that  when  th«  Senate  acyoarD,  it  do 
(iljoarn  to  meet  again  on  Uond^  next 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 

UoHDAT,  December  S8. 

Ur.  BmnoR  Mud  vhen  the  Senate  -waa  last 
in  leerion,  he  aaked  leave  to  introdoM  a  bill  to 
Ux  paper  iaane^  to  whioh  it  WM  objected  that 
it  was  not  ooostitotaonal  to  introdnoe  anoh  a  bill 
in  thia  body,  and  he  had  therefore  aiked  and 
obulned  leave  to  witfadraw  iL  Bnt  he  now 
wished  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
coaotij,  tliat  be  ahonld  offiir  tliat  bill  in  the 
furm  irf  an  Btnendment  to  the  fint  reyeniie  bill 
to  which  it  waa  widicable;  and  in  the  mean 
time  lie  would  aak  leave  to  have  the  bill  printed 
as  an  amendnoent  He  had  Btrock  oat  tne  title 
of  the  bill,  and  almplf  wished  that  it  might  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table,  ttiat  an;  gentle- 
man who  desired  to  torn  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  might  have  the  opportanitj  te  do  so, 
and  that  gentlemen  might  not  be  taken  bjr  inr- 
prise. 

The  PxniDKiiT  having  stated  the  qnetticm  to 
the  Senate, 

Kr.  Kma  said  be  praeamed  it  was  not  neoes- 
ur;  to  stato  te  the  Orub  that  the  eabject- 
muter  to  which  it  was  intended  to  offer  this 
bill  as  an  amendment,  was  not  yet  before  the 
Stoate,  and  therefore  it  conld  not  be  received 
in  tbat  form.  It  had  been  nsoal  to  receive 
ud  print  amendmente  as  a  oonrtesj  to  Sena- 
tors, bat  never  before  the  proposition  te  whieh 
the  unendmenl  waa  deeired  to  be  made  had 
Wn  introdnoed.  He  thought  the  Senator  frcMU 
^iMonri  waa  not  now  in  order,  but  tbat  be 
VDold  have  to  wait  nntil  the  revenue  bill  to 
which  it  wonld  liave  to  be  attached,  came  np. 
He  (Mr.  EiNo)  had  no  wish  te  prevent  the 
bill  going  I>efore  the  oonntrj,  bat  be  denred 
llxi  they  ahonld  adhere  to  what  waa  regular 
Md  propsr  in  their  forms  of  proceeding. 

Tlie  Pbuidskt  remarked  that  the  snl^eot 
Ku  with  the  Senate  for  decision. 

Ur.  BnrroH  said  perhaps  be  eonld  relieve  the 
^Mute.  Uia  ot^ect  was  to  give  notioe  to  the 
S<5'^  *»d  to  the  eonotrjr  that  he  should  pnrsne 
'his  saljeot,  and  at  hla  eariiest  oonvenienee ; 
t^  being  done^  if  gentlwnen  would  look  at 
ibe  sattject,  be  had  no  de^re  to  have  the 
VDeDdnientMinted,  thonghbe  had  been  anzioaa 
^  Moid  taking  them  bv  surprise.  However, 
•■e  would  not  now  press  bis  motion. 

HOtTBK  OF  RSFBESKMTATIVXa 

U0KDA.T,  December  SB, 
i^ray  Peiuiont. 
Vr.  Fkuiou  Thoiub  asked  the  House  to  go 
«to  OMnmittea  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 


ported b;-  him  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs  lut  week,  making  ^propriation  for  the 
payment  of  navy  pennons.  He  reminded  the 
House  that  the  money  would  l>ecome  due  on 
the  first  of  January,  so  that  prompt  action  oa 
the  bill  was  absolatdy  necessary. 

Ur.  T.  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

The  Honae  then  resolved  itself  Into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Ur.  IfoKxT  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the 
above  bill,  which  waa  read  by  the  Olerk  as 

A  BILL  concerning  navy  pensiona  and  bRlf-piy. 

£e  it  maeted  ty  th*  Benaii  and  Houtt  of  Rtm- 
ftatittl  of  the  United  BlaUt  of  Anuriea  in  CW- 
oTHi  aMtemiltd,  That  Uie  sum  of  one  bandied  and 
nfty-one  tbooaand  three  hnndred  and  filtj-two  dol- 
Un  and  thirty^iine  oenis,  be,  and  the  same  ii  benby, 
appropriated,  to  lie  paid  oat  of  any  money  in  the 
Treaaory  Dat.olberwiMi  appropriated,  for  the  payment 
of  peoaioaa  and  half-pay  chaif^eable  on  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund. 

At  the  request  of  Ur.  Tbomas,  the  Oleil: 
then  read  the  following  doenment  fVom  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  had  been  for- 
warded by  the  President,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  IIonBe : 

WAaBtxoTOH,  Dteemher  1,  lUO. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Beoce- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  nary  pewlea 
fimd,  |a  whkh  the  attention  of  Congreaa  is  invited, 
and  recooibiend  an  Immediate  approitflation  of  1 151,- 
S53  89,  to  meet  tbe  payment  of  penaiona  becoming 
due  on  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1841. 

H.  TAN  BURIiN. 
Hon.  B.  H.  T.  Homteb, 

j^MOittr  0^  tk»  Hmm  of  Rtpmentativtt, 

NlVT  DlFlHTHIKT,  DectmhtT  I,  1840. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  vrhole 
amount  of  money  now  on  band  to  pay  navy  penaioD- 
era,  Ii  |18,64T  SI ;  and  that  there  will  tie  required 
in  addition  thereto,  for  that  purpose,  for  tbe  rneuing 
yeai^I841— tbe  mm  of  tlM.SRa  89  ;  ofwhich  tha 
Bomof  tSl,41S  78  will  be  wanted  to  meet  olaimafbr 
penalotia  becoming  due  on  the  lat  day  irf  JannMy 

^e  otodCB  at  present  owned  by  the  navy  pension 
ftiDdare: 

aty  of  anoinnsli  Sts  per  cent  -  •  $100,000 
Gly  of  Waahington  five  per  cent.  -  -  33,839 
BankofWaahiDgtoQ  .  .  -  .  U,000 
Union  Bank  of  Geor^lown    -        -        -        11,400 

Noniiud  vidue  .  .  -  .  tiee,Tse 
AH  these  atocka  liave  greatly  depreciated  in  value, 
and  some  of  them  are  now  altogether  uoaalabte. 
The  atock  of  the  city  of  OndnnaU,  atandhig  highest, 
,  has  been  advertised  to  be  sold  at  auction  on  the  Ifith 
of  this  month,  (Deoenber.)  for  the  purpose,  In  the 


the  said  atoc^,  to  meet  tbe  payment 
of  paodons  vrhlch  became  due  <m  the  lit  of  July 
last,  and  afterwards  to  meet,  as  &r  ai  it  may  snfiloa, 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBISaHENT  OF  THE 


[M 


the  paymeDts  bUng  due  on  the   1st  of  Junurj 

To  liquidate  tbew  tnd  other 
hi  the  jtar  1S41,  ml  at  " 
Ae  neat  Mcriflce  wfaldi 
loDi^  to  IbeAmdbewtd  at  thk  Ubm,  I  ban  the 
bODor  to  Tequeat  that  joa  wiD  be  picaaad  to  call  tbe 
attentioD  «f  CoogT«M  to  the  nibfect  at  the  oommenoe- 
meDt  of  ita  q>proachiiig  BCadoo,  and  to  recommend 
an  immediate  apianKiation  of  the  aboTB-named  Bum 
of  |tEl,aE3  SB  inidd  of  the  fund ;  the  deflcienc;  in 
ill  meana  of  B^Iaf>ing  the  just  cUims  of  peoaoneia, 
which  bj  the  act  of  Congress  of  33d  April,  1800, 
the  pabUc  fidth  was  plecl|ed  to  mppl;,  haying  <k- 

I  liaTe  the  honor  to  be,  Tsry  lespedAiUj, 
Tour  obedient  serrsnt, 
J.  K.  PACLDINQ. 
To  the  PsniDiiiT  of  the  United  States. 

Ifr.  v.  Thomas  then  mftcle  m  brief  explano- 
tioQ  of  the  acts  lelatiBg  to  the  hilL  He  ex- 
plained that,  bj  the  act  of  1800,  peaaiona  were 
gracted  to  seamen,  officers,  and  marines  in  the 
naval  service  who  had  been  disabled ;  and 
that,  by  the  9th  section,  a  pecoliar  mode  of 
pajiiig  these  pensioDS  was  provided ;  tlie  fond 
was  to  be  derived  not  tram  tlie  general  revenue 
of  the  Government,  bat  from  tiie  stiles  of  that 
portionof  the  prizes  to  whi[>h  the  United  States 
might  become  entitled.  Ho  czpUiaed  also  that 
by  the  9th  section,  the  fiutb  of  the  United 
States  vas  pledged,  in  the  event  of  the  ez- 
hanstioD  of  the  fand,  to  make  good  the  deficit. 

The  Secretorr  of  the  Navj-  stated  that  this 
■peciflo  fund  had  been  so  far  eihansted  as  to  be 
rednced  to  a  verj  small  amonnt  in  stocks,  most 
of  which  were  now  unsalable,  and  he  applied 
to  Congress  to  make  this  appropriation  for  the 
pnrpose  of  saving  those  stocks  from  sacrifice. 

Hr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  replr  to  an  objection 
which,  he  said,  he  anticipated  wonld  be  mode 
hy  thd  gentleman  from  Uassachosetts,  (Mr. 
Ad4,iis^  There  was  a  contrariety  of  opinion 
in  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  might 
be,  Mr.  T.  supposed,  in  this  Hoose,  as  to  the 
oonstrnction  of  the  law  of  8d  March,  18ST, 
nnder  which  this  pension  fnnd  of  1800  had 
been  ezhaasted.  It  wonld  be  seen  that  Con- 
gress, by  the  act  of  1600,  had  given  pensions 
to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  disabled ;  and, 
as  he  Bud,  by  the  ninth  section,  the  faith  of  the 
Government  was  pledged  to  make  good  anj 
deficiency  in  the  ftind  if  it  sbonld  become  es- 
hansted.  By  the  law  of  183T,  and  by  other 
laws  which  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
refer  to,  another  class  of  persons  had  been 
authorized  to  apply  for  these  pensions  other 
than  tlioso  contemplated  by  the  original  act; 
and  their  pensions  were  to  commence  from  the 
time  when  the  incident  occurred  which  gave 
origin  to  tbe  pensions.  Under  this  act,  Mr.  T. 
explained  that  arrearages  had  been  allowed  of 
twenty  or  thirty  years.  He  anticipated  that 
tfae  gentleman  from  Masaschasetts  (Ur.  Adahb) 
womd  assnme  the  gronnd  that  the  Seeretftry 
bad  flirad  tu  giving  that  conBtnictiiui  to  the 


law  of  1887.  He  antidpat«d  the  gentksHi 
wonld  say  that  Oongreea  nve  a  pledge  to  mik* 
good  any  deficiency  in  ue  fond,  is  the  trait 
of  that  fnnd  being  applied  solely  to  petv^onn 
contemplated  nnder  the  law  of  1800,  to  wit,  to 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  aetnally  diiuled 
in  the  pnblic  service.  14ow,  it  seeoMd  to  bin, 
(Mr.  T.,)  that  whatever  might  be  the  eoutno- 
tion  pven  to  the  aot,  th«  bill  befarethctcn- 
mittee  onght  to  become  a  law,  even  if  tbi 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  committed  an  am. 
If  the  fnnd  was  eihansted,  the  QoveramU 
stoodboondtoreimbniseft.  TheOomndttMoa 
Naval  AfTaira  intended,  before  the  chMS  of  ila 
session,  to  bring  in  a  biD  to  repeal  the  ict  tf 
18S7,  and  intended  to  inoorporate  in  it  ewlm 
provutons  diminishing  the  number  of  penras 
entitled  to  make  these  claims  upon  the  Gonn- 
ment  The  simple  qnestion  now  was,  wbrtlw 
the  GovemmenL  in  virtue  of  its  piloted  bii^ 
wonld  now  make  good  a  deficiency  in  Ht 
penrion  fbnd  of  1800;  that  faai  harisglwi 
exhausted  under  what  some  gentlemen  m^ 
suppose  to  be  a  misoonstmeaon  of  the  art  id 
183T. 

Mr.  AnAiis  desired  to  know  if  the  son  tn- 
braced  in  the  present  biQ  waa  tnoJoded  in  th 
estimates  tor  the  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  that  bo  fkr  a*  he  iru  in- 
formed, be  believed  noL 

Mr.  AsAHS  then  compluned  that  tb«Tc«>- 
mendatioQ  fKim  the  President  was,  that  fto- 
gress  should  not  exceed  the  esUmale^  and  )< 
one  week  afterwards  liie  Honse  was  nrgM  Id 
make  an  Bppropriati<m  not  inoladed  in  lL««n- 
mates.  Mr.  A.  then  went  on  to  contend  tW 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  M* « 
1837,  had  no  snthority  to  mftke  nse  of  tb»  ^ 
cifio  fnnd  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  pMaia- 
en  under  the  act  of  1800.  Also,  that  1^  IM 
act  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  hid  tea 
saddled  with  a  national  debt,  and  for  the  ptf- 
ment  of  which  they  were  called  npoo  to  nut 
an  appropriation  not  in  the  estimates  l"-  *■ 
then  proceeded  to  show  that  in  188T  the  mhw* 
of  the  specific  fond  was  $1,800,000,  the Joiaw 
from  which,  he  oontendod^was  snflWMt " 
meet  the  demands  npon  it  He  wished  tohwi' 
what  had  become  of  this  money.  "''?'* 
appeared  ftora  the  letter  of  t2ie  8ecret«7  "* 
it  had  been  exhausted,  not  for  the  paym^'J 
the  penwonersj  for  wbcaa  It  had  be«  srt  tf^ 
bat  for  the  widows,  orphans,  end  P«H"  T* 
annta  of  persons  who  might  have  o*"^—  j 
ice.  After  some  further  retnarks,  Mr,  A. 
..  .„:  on  to  charge  the  Aaminirtratioa  wiia? 
want  of  economy  in  thus  "^■*^''K"'S?'S 
money,  sacredly  set  apart,  as  he  oontendeo,  m 
another  speoifio  purpose.  Ho  wished  lo  tW" 
how  the  act  of  1887  originated,  and  by  «^ 
it  was  passed  thronrfi  the  Honsft  He  o^ 
to  examine  who  had  introduced  the  ni»m, 
and  to  see  whether  it  waa  a  Whig  or  m  A«°i»- 
istratlon  "  economist,"  , ,  j.^ 

Mf.  A.  lh6l^  at  mnch  length,  g«»«"VI*!! 
in  relation  to  the  ioTeatment  of  OotcK"" 
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loney  iq  State  etooka  And  booda,  and  contended 
liat  tha  SeoreUr;  of  the  Nkt^  had  no  anthor- 
ij  for  making  moh  innsibnents.  He  contended 
bat  the  iDvcstnient  of  mone;  in  Btete  stocks 
y  tbe  Govemment,  waa  in  &ot  aaetuuing  the 
ltat«  debts. 

Mr.  F.  Taoiua  d«dititiig  to  r«plj,  owing  to 
his  necQoeitj  of  a  roeedj  pasease  of  th«  bm, 

The  comniittee  then  roM  and  reported  tlu 
lill  to  the  Hoiue,  withont  amendment. 

Mr.  UoiTBoi  said  the  Oongress  of  1887  bad 
bsnosed  of  a  fond  orer  which  they  had  no  ccn- 
Tol ;  and  it  wu  the  dcty  of  the  represeotatiyefl 
k>  replaoe  the  fond,  repeal  the  act  of  ISS7, 
ickoowledga  the  debt,  and  pay  the  interest; 
ind  that  interest  wonld  pi^  the  penaioners 
■nnnally. 

Mr.  Sfnpa.BD  roored  to  amend  the  bill,  bj 
adding  tJie  following,  to  come  in  as  an  additional 

Etc.  9.  And  b>  it  fwihtr  ttuieUd,  Tb«t  the  act 
of  Uuch  S,  1837,  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  mora 
equitable  adtniniatntioD  of  the  navy  peu^n  taai^  be 

Hr.  Pxoz  demanded  the  jpreTioiis  qnestdon, 
which  waa  seconded  bjr  the  HooBe. 

The  main  qaesUoa  was  then  ordered,  and, 
being  pnt,  first  on  the  amendment,  resnlted  as 
follows — jeoa  81,  naya  70. 

8o  tbb  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  qne«tion  then  reoarring  on  ordering  the 
bill,  ss  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  waa  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  bin  was  then  r«ad  a  third  tim&  and 
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TmuDAT,  December  S9, 

Death  of  Eon.  Ulix  Orwndy. 

Inimediatdy  after  the  reading  of  the  Jonmal, 

Ur.  AnnaBsoM  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 

IS  fdlows : 

Ur.  PsHiDam:  By  the  last  mul,  I  reoeiTed 
from  NashTllle  the  sod  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  my  esteemed  friend  and  diatinsniahed  col- 
^ttgne,  and  I  rise  to  announce  the  event  to 
Um  Senate.  He  died  at  Nashville,  on  tlie  19th 
inrtiot  I  have  no  words  adequate  to  eipresa 
Qf  deep  r^ret  for  this  ^reat  pnblio  loss.  I 
"ill  Dot  indulge,  npon  thu  oooaaion,  in  mere 
^^pnaeions  of  private  grief,  thoogh  I  might 
^  pardon  and  sympathy  in  the  boaoma  of 
i°>iiT  of  hia  perwnal«nd  endeared  friend*  who 
"inland  ma.  Th^  will  fyA  with  ma  that  they 
we  lost  a  friend  who  merited  th^  esteem, 
™  in  those  wfaoae  social  qualities  the  kindness 
^  tbe  heart  was  ever  conroionona,  and  never, 
w  a  niuaient,  extingaished  by  party  contests. 
^  air,  in  bringing  this  melancholy  event  to 
*•  noBoe  of  the  Senate  I  am  reminded  not 
^T  of  the  claims  of  private  friendship — of 
»•  Ima  which  I  feel  that  I  have  antfered  in  hia 
"via— bat  that  I  am  about  to  ask  the  action 
Vm.  XIV.— is 


[DacnaaB,  1810. 

of  thia  body  in  reference  to  a  man  who  waa 
one  of  the  Patriota  and  Statesmen  of  thia  land 
— a  man  of  whom  it  may  be  sud,  troly,  that  he 
waa  the  artifioer  of  hia  own  fortunes,  and  wore 
those  honors  meekly,  which  his  fidelity  and 
talente  had  woo  in  many  a  weli-conteated  tield 
of  mental  action.  His  loss  ia  a  pablic  mio- 
fortnne;  and  it  will  sinkdeepand  laatinglyinto 
the  bosoms  of  his  oonntrymen. 

He  was  bom  in  1777,  in  the  oonnty  of  Berk- 
ley, in  the  Old  Dominion,  that  mother  of 
patriote  and  great  stetesmen.  His  father  emi- 
grated in  1780  to  Kentucky.  At  an  early 
period  be  waa  left  an  orphan,  guided  and  cher- 
ished by  a  mother  on  whom  misfortnne  had 
cast  its  deepest  shadows.  He  was  liberally  ediir 
cated  at  the  Academy  of  Bardatown,  Eentneky, 
then  nnder  the  SQperhitendence  of  Dr.  Pbiebtlt, 
and  passed  hia  scholastic  days  In  honorable 
rivalry  with  aocb  men  as  Rowax,  Pora,  and 
Datu. 

He  stadied  law  with  that  eminent  civilian 
and  ardent  patriot,  Gaoaol  Kioqolas.  In 
selecting  the  legal  profession,  he  consulted  bis 
nataral  taste  ami  cast  of  mind ;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  bar,  he  soon  acquired  the  confi- 
dence and  patronage  of  the  public  In  1799, 
when  a  convention  was  called  in  Kentucky  to 
revise  the  oonatitntion,  he  was  chosen  as  a 
member  of  that  body  from  the  county  of 
Washington;  and  waa  afterwarda  elected  to 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  was  the 
author  of  what  ia  denominated  the  circnit  court 
system,  by  which  justice  was  brouglit  near  to 
the  hands  and  the  doors  of  the  people. 

He  was  snbseqaently  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
tare  of  Kentucky,  He  continued  in  that  sta- 
tion from  1602  ontil  1B06,  when  he  waa  made 
one  of  the  Bapreme  Jndgea  of  the  State,  and, 
at  the  transfer  of  Jodge  Tons  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Statea,  he  was  made  Chief 
Justice.  In  1806  he  resigned  that  office,  emi- 
grated to  Tenneasee,  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  tbelaw.  The  same  snccess  Allowed  bis  efforte- 
there.  The  popular  confidence  was  early  be- 
stowed upon  him,  and  when  our  difflcaltiea- 
with  Great  Britain  excited  the  apprehension 
that  they  could  not  be  amicably  a^nsted  bla. 
patriotism,  his  teal,  hia  wisdom,  and  nis  talent, 
pointed  him  out  as  the  man  peculiarly  qoalified. 
with  whom  to  intrust  auch  high  interests — and 
I  believe  he  waa  elected  without  oppoaitloa 
from  the  Nashville  district,  a  member  of  the- 
Congress  of  1811  and  1813.  He  was  placed 
daring  that  memorable  period,  by  the  distin- 
goished  Senator  from  Kentncbr,  then  Speaker 
of  the  House,  npon  the  Oommfttee  of  Foreioa 
Relation^  which  waa  composed  of  some  of  tha 
ablest  men  of  the  nation.  It  waa  with  anclt 
men  that  he  was  rated,  and  it  was  then  that  ha 
first  became  known  to  the  whole  country,  and 
equally  distinguished  fhr  hia  wisdom  in  council, 
hia  nutiring  zeal,  and  hia  powerful  and  inapiring 
eloquence.  It  was  the  meridian  of  his  life,  and 
the  fire  of  bia  youth  hod  not  snbaided ;  that 
gentler,  perhaps  not  leas  lofty  strain  of  el&- 
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qoeDoe  to  vbich  wa  have  listened  here  li 
latter  daja,  marbed  then  bis  efforts,  but  tfaej 
had  also  an  added  itrength  and  onerg;,  aod 
point,  tbat  g&ve  to  all  he  said  the  highest  farc«. 
After  his  retirtiment  from  his  fiosition  there, 
he  was  elected  to  the  L^islatare  of  Tences^eo, 
and  continued  to  act  a  valuable  and  distin- 
Kuished  part  in  tha  conncils  of  his  adapted 
State.  In  1829,  be  was  elected  a  member  of 
this  body.  In  this  station  be  continued  until 
183T,  when  be  resigned  his  seat— and  waa  after- 
wards colled  to  the  cabinet  by  the  present 
President,  and  was  again  returned  to  the  Senate 
at  tlie  commenoement  of  tliis  Congress. 

Of  Li9  action  here  I  need  not  speak.  Of  one 
thing,  I  thinlc  I  am  certain — he  has  left  no 
«nemy  in  this  body,  and  many  wann,  very 
warm  and  devoted  friends,  who  will  long 
cherish  bis  memory.  That  gentle  but  mighty 
spirit,  that  could  move  so  powerfully  upon 
others,  baa  itself  been  finally  acted  npon  by 
the  Giver  of  all  good ;  and  we  are  permitted 
to  cherish  the  belief  that  it  now  rests  in  the 
bosom  of  onr  Heavenly  Father.  He  was  aware 
of  the  immediate  change  that  was  about  to 
translate  him  from  time  to  et«mity.  He  con- 
templated it  with  calmness  and  Christian  resig* 
nation,  in  the  humble  hope  tbat  be  would  be 
nnmbered  among  the  spirits  of  the  redeemed 
made  perfect.  Beligion  had  smoothed  his  path, 
and  made  bis  dying  bed  soft  and  gentle  to  liis 
heart  as  the  downy  pillow. 

We  shall  hear  his  voice  no  more,  bnt  we  will 
cherish  his  memory — for  bis  was  a  spirit  ever 
kind,  noble,  and  bland  as  a  summer's  morning. 
Eos  eloquence  charmed  and  delighted ;  often 
Oonfoundod,  bnt  never  repelled  tiie  aidmlration 
of  his  adversary.  His  fnends — bis  State — his 
whole  coontiy,  will  deplore  his  death  as  a 
public  calamity.  History  will  attest  that  his 
life  has  been  closed  tbrongb  a  long  path  of  toil, 
of  patriotism,  of  honor,  and  of  fame. 

Ur.  A,  then  offered  the  following  resola- 
tions: 

Saelt*d,  That  the  memben  of  the  Senate,  from 
■  sinoere  desire  of  shoiriDg  every  niBrk  of  respect 
dee  to  the  memory  of  the  bonomble  Fiux  Gbcndt, 
bUe  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mounting,  by 
wearing  cnpe  on  tlie  left  (rm  for  thirty  days. 

JittMvtd,  Ttutt  as  tn  addidomd  niorli  of  respect 
for  (he  memory  of  llio  honorabla  Felix  Gbodt,  the 
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Kr.  Bbktor  rose  and  said,  that  among  the 
number  of  Senators  now  present,  to  whom  a 
long  and  friendly  intercourse  with  our  deceased 
brother  Senator  would  give  the  right  of  second- 
ing the  motion  to  confer  honors  npon  his  mem- 
ory, be  clumed  to  be  one,  and  thut  on  acconnt 
of  a  friendly  intercoune  between  them  long 
before  their  meeting  in  this  chamber.  Judge 
GscxDT,  after  having  attained  the  highest  pro- 
fessional odvancement  in  the  State  of  his  first 
adoption— after  having  at  an  early  age  become 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ken- 
tucky—after having  earned  the  highest  distinc- ; 


tiotks  of  the  bar  and  of  the  Legislative  boJr, 
amidst  the  brilliant  competition  of  graiiis  lid 
talent  which  illustrated  tbat  young  Gute-iAn 
achieving  all  this,  at  an  early  age,  when  muj 
ore  just  commencing  the  serious  business  oT  lilt 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Tennemee,  Ibere 
to  recommence  bis  distinguished  professional 
career.  Ttiis  was  in  the  year  1806.  Uj  kw 
license,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  jnat  (ben  ai^ak.  I 
was  then  a  brieSess  young  lawyer  at  the  }itsii- 
ville  bar,  and  quickly  bad  occasion  to  eiperiescf, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  distinguished  new  conHi, 
the  generous  and  brotherly  feeling  ichicb  \<tii 
the  elder  members  of  the  profesrion  to  lad  t 
helping  hand  to  the  younger.  To  beai  tigbil; 
on  the  errors  of  inexperience— «  sid  Hilt 
advice— to  extol  what  was  prwseworthj-lo 
encourage  every  honorable  effort — wts  tua  cm- 
duct  to  me  as  well  as  to  all  other  begiwim  ii 
the  arduooB  career  of  the  law.  'Hiiis  cod- 
menccd  onr  acqntuntance,  in  tlie  eierriw  d 
personal  and  political  friendship,  tWrti-fcir 
years  ago ;  ana  the  friendly  intercoum  Ilia 
bemn,  has  been  contlnned  npon  a  highersii 
ditierent  theatre  nntil  death  has  closed  IliedM 
upon  the  progress  of  his  meritorious  tod  eTB» 
fnl  life.  These  circmnstances  give  met  ririiL 
among  the  many  who  are  here  and  coidaB 
jnstly  claim  it — they  give  me  a  riaht  to  qip<« 
as  the  second  to  the  motion  which  W  just  bea 
mode.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  (Hr.  iv 
DBBSOE),}  the  last  colleague  of  the  decried,  Isi 
well  portrayed  the  character  of  Judge  G«r«M 
— has  well  pre«ent«d  the  leading  eveoti  of  ^ 
diatingoiBhed  life,  the  high  order  of  hit  taM 
the  b^evolence  of  his  heart,  and  the  um^ 
of  hie  manners.  He  has  sketched  the  oniliu 
with  a  friendly  and  a  Just  hand,  of  tbcsa  ei^ 
and  qualities.  To  liU  np  that  outline,  mi  t« 
give  the  details  of  that  picture  which  he  bu 
beautifully  presented,  would  require  t  tim 

d  on  opportunity  which  the  present  sodto 
and  melancholy  occarion  does  not  preswt.  n< 
bos  done  all  which  the  occOHon  peimiti  Ht 
has  presented  the  pictare  of  a  ^ood  msn,  m 
at  a  great  man,  rising  to  eminence  by  w 
exercise  of  virtue  and  talents,  and  ^''1'^^ 
private  happiness  in  the  family  and  socisl  ciw  | 
while  discharging  the  highest  duties  "t  w 
jurist,  the  statesman,  and  the  patriot.  B« 
los  done  more :  he  has  been  able  to  preeat'  j 
the  life  of  our  deceased  friend  enabled  bus  w  | 
present  it — he  bss  been  able  to  crovn  w 
picture  which  he  has  drawn,  with  that  fc^ 
withont  which  all  human  character  woo"  « 
imperfect ;  he  haa  l>een  able  to  present  bin  »  j 
a  Christian.  To  this,  said  Mr.  R,  I  «*ii  w? 
nothing  more,  on  this  occasioo,  to  add;  u^ 
therefore,  fnlUI  my  purpose  in  tiring,  by  «««- 
ing  the  motion  which  has  been  maoe  to  beiw' 
onr  last  honors  on  the  memory  of  our  deal* 
brother  Senator,  Jndge  Gbcbdt. 

The  resolutions  were  then  nnanimooalj"'!*" 
ed,  and  the  Senate  o^onmed. 
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HOUSE  OF  BEFaSBEirrATIVKS. 

TuKSDAT,  December  39. 
JToey  Pennon*. 
}lr.  GtDDiNoa  taored  a  rccoadderation  of  the 
>u  b/  which,  on  yesterday,  the  House  had 
u^  tlia  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
lyment  of  N&tj  PensioDS,  and  which 


dtr  the  hill,  which  p&raed  the  Honw  two 
ijs  ago,  ia  advocated  on  severa]  grounds. 
h«  member  from  UaMachusetta  (Ur,  Adams) 
links  that  mj  amendment,  which  became 
x  2d  section  of  the  bill,  was  oat  of  order, 
ul  be  has  been  pleased  to  insinuate  that 
lere  was  sometlilDs  nufur  or  triclcj  in  the 
ruceediog.  Yon  will  remember,  sir,  that  I 
iqaired  of  the  Cbaib  if  the  amendment  were 
I  order.  I  did  not  seize  a  slj  opportunity  to 
imst  it  on  the  Qoase,  when  m/  opponents 
ere  absenti  and  the  decision  being  favorable, 
bsve  the  protection  of  your  shield  in  differ- 
ig  from  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  is 
□ubtlesa  well  skills  in  the  law  of  Parlia- 
icDt;  soil  when  he  occupied  your  seat  on  a 
elebmled  occasion,  wo  were  all  charmed  with 
'IB  a/ntetiutt  <(f  Xii  opiniora,  as  well  as  the 
«iu(y  e/  Afi  wndLuct.  But,  sir,  the  2d  sec- 
iun  was  in  order,  because  it  related  to  the 
uoe  Kibject  as  the  Ist;  heretofore  naval 
enaons  have  been  paid  out  of  a  specific  fund, 
ad  DOW,  when  w«  are  asked  to  moke  a  draft 
n  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose,  tie  natoral 
:iqiiiry  is,  what  Las  become  of  the  money, 
et  aside  by  Oongrcsa,  forty  years  ago,  to 
iHt  the  just  demands  of  gallant  offioers  and 
liloral  The  act  of  1837  has  destroyed  that 
nod,  tnd  in  a  bill  intended  to  supply  the 
«ficiency,  It  ts  certainly  proper  to  remedy  the 
<il,  sod  to  kill  the  inaect  which  has  eaten  up 
be  substance.  \S,  however,  we  are  wrong,  it 
I  too  late  to  moke  this  ot^lection  ;  it  is  a  u^ed 
echaicality,  not  favored  by  the  rides  of  Porlia- 
MDt,  and  should  be  taken  advantage  of  at 
be  proper  time,  whilst  a  motion  to  reconsider 
isflit  not  to  prevail  except  on  general  merits. 
IIov  was  Oie  act  of  '37  passed  %  It  was  not 
liacpssod,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  taken 
^  its  passage,  no  maa  is  bold  enough  to 
l»im  its  paternity,  and  it  may  be  s^d  with 
n>Ui  that  It  sneaked  through  tbis  Hall  qnietly 
nd  noDotjced  on  the  last  night  of  the  sesuon.* 
*bere  was  the  member  from  Masaochasetts, 
«.  Adams  ()  He  is  a  sleepless  dragon  over 
be  Treasury,  when  a  political  opponent  is  to 
js  Varied;  and  why  did  he  not  in  '87  cry 
'^^■M  the  Aoity  outrage  that  was  about  to  be 
'■'Titrated?  Where  was  the  other  gentle- 
^  (nHO  Masuchusetla,  (Ur.    Runf)     Be 

'"^  IXMi*  nf  Oils  Kt,  b7  whioli  tha  Siry  PindOD 
"u  •!•  phmlend,  li  oiw  gf  tli<  lutucH  (of  which  tb«* 
.  7  """r  In  out  CoaitTaBlaiul  proceeding)  of  the  Duo- 
^  ^  *'>'<^  pinnder  tllli  cu  be  pUHd  on  the  lut  Dl^t  of 


wns  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ought  to  know  something  of  this 
extraordinary  measure.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber states  that  a  portion  of  the  fund  had  been 
given  to  Hrs.  Decatur  by  a  *peeial  aet,  and 
therefore  it  was  tbought  reasonable  to  invite 
other  widows  and  orphans  to  partake  of  what 
had  been  sacredly  devoted  to  a  different  pur- 
pose. This  is  admirabU  logte,  and  might  have 
prevailed  with  Congress,  though  the  gentleman 
mode  no  speech  to  tbis  effect,  nor  did  he  ob- 
ject to  haile  on  the  night  of  the  Bd  of 
Harcb,  1887.  It  is  therefore  wise  and  proper 
to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Treasury,  when 
the  sentinel  is  asleep,  or  when  good  humor 
and  kindly  feeling  have  banished  suspicion; 
but  when  the  enormity  is  diseovered,  we  ars 
asked  not  to  turn  out  the  intruders  with  preci- 
pitation, bnt  to  act  cautionsiy,  to  consult  with 
each  other,  to  debate,  lest  harm  should  come 
to  the  unfortunate  persons  who  have  exhibited 
so  striking  a  fondness  for  other  people's  prop- 
erty. Bir,  this  act  was  passed  stealthily,  and 
shonid  be  repealed  withoot  ceremony. 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Asavs) 
further  stated  that  my  amendment  wns  in 
conflict  with  the  original  bill.  The  first  sec- 
tion, qnoth  the  gentleman,  provides  for  th« 
payment  of  pensions,  and  the  second  repc-als 
the  law  which  grants  them — so  that  the  bill 
is  made  up  of  inconidstent  enactments.  If  the 
law  of  1837  were  the  only  one  that  gave  pensions, 
the  reasoning  would  be  conclusive ;  but  the 
honorable  member  forgot  to  mention  that 
pensions  were  due  under  that  of  IBOO,  and  per- 
haps others;  sbonld  the  appropriation  of  the 
first  section  be  more  than  sumcient  to  carry 
into  efibct  the  old  laws  of  the  country,  the 
remainder  will  be  safely  kept  in  the  Treasury 
as  an  unexpended  balance.  1  hope  Ibat  the 
patriotic  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  will  be 
relieved  by  this  explanation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  partionlar  with 
these  matters,  in  order  to  avoid  the  making 
of  irrelevant  issues.  I  wish  the  House  to 
decide  this  question  according  to  its  real 
merits,  and,  having  cleared  away  the  dost  and 
smoke,  that  might  have  blinded  oor  eyes,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  take  a  rapid  view  of  the 
whole  ground  of  controveray. 

In  the  year  1600,  an  aet  was  passed  for  the 
"  better  ebvemment  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,"  uie  8th  and  9th  sections  of  which  ware 
OS  follows;  "Every  officer,  itaman,  and  ma- 
rine, ditabUd  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  sholl  be 
entitled  to  receive,  for  life,  or  during  his  dis- 
ability, a  pension  &om  the  United  StAtea, 
according  to  the  nature  and  decree  of  bis 
disability,  not  exceeding  one-half  ofnis  monthly 
pay,"  and  "  all  money  accruing,  or  which  hai 
already  accrued,  to  the  United  States  from  the 
sale  o[  pruet,  shall  be  and  remain  forettr  a 
tbnd  for  the  payment  of  pensions  and  half-pay, 
shoold  the  same  be  hereafter  granted,  to 
the  officer*  and  *Mffl«n  who  may  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  same ;  and  if  th«  laU  fond  ahaU 
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be  msuffieieDt  for  the  purpose^  tb«  publie 
faith  ia  hereby  pledged  to  make  up  the 
deficiency :  bat  if  it  ihonld  be  more  than 
sufficient,  the  surplus  shall  be  applied  for  the 
making  of  further  prOTialon  for  the  conjfoit  of 
the  ditabled  offieer*,  teameti,  and  marina,  and 
for  Buch  as,  thongh  not  disabled,  may  merit  by 
their  brarery,  or  lonff  and  Jait^l  unictt, 
the  gratitude  of  the  conctry."  Thus  is  the 
irare  days  of  the  GoTcrament  the  oomer-stone 
of  the  peneioa  system  was  laiil,  a  food  was 
established  to  accomplish  the  benevolent  object, 
kod  the  great  principle  was  declared  which 
should  regulate  its  disposal. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  new  and 
tliinly  settled  \  it  presented  to  industry  the 
most  flattering  rewards,  and  it  was  difficnlt  to 
draw  our  people  from  the  walks  of  domestio 
lifb.  Patriotism  is  a  Strong  feeling,  but  can- 
not be  relied  on  except  nnder  the  pressure  of 
circumstaniiea ;  love  of  glory  will  stimulate  the 
most  intellectnol,  but  it  nas  little  infiaence  over 
tlic  great  mass  of  mankind.  It  was,  therefore, 
wise  in  the  Congress  of  1800,  to  hold  out  strong 
Inducements  to  tlio  ambitious  and  enterpri^inK ; 
they  who  serve  the  nation  faithfully,  should 
be  treated  with  distinction,  and  granted  every 
comfort,  consistent  with  our  means  and  their 
own  efficiency,  And  yet,  sir,  we  may  err  on 
this  side;  the  popular  mind  is  apt  to  be  dazzled 
by  military  display — If  a  man  goes  into  an 
Indian  fight  he  is  thought  worthy  of  a  seat  on 
tills  floor,  and  if  he  runs  away  and  rubs  a  fellow 
soldier  of  his  laurels,  he  is  fit  for  the  Presi- 
dency— so  that  there  is  no  need  of  legislation 
to  exalt  the*  profession  of  arms.  But  this  law 
was  equally  free  from  niggardliness  and  false 
sentiment;  it  conferred  no  sinecures,  whilst  it 
enoonraged  the  navy  to  the  gallant  performance 
of  its  day.  If  an  "  offiixr,  teaman,  or  marine," 
he  "<i«a6Min  the  lino  of  his  duty,"  a  pension 
is  awarded  to  Ijim ;  injury  received  in  the 
•errice  is  the  title  to  public  bonnty,  and  if  misfor- 
tune comes  to  the  nrave  and  zealous,  it  is  in 
some  ^^ree  alleviated  by  the  country's  grsti- 
tude,    TJie    whole    nation    approves    of  this 

Klicy.  To  turn  adrift  on  the  world  those  who 
ve  become  unfit  for  other  employment  by 
their  devotion  to  os,  would  be  inexpedient  as 
well  OS  di^onorable;  and,  without  regard  to 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Government, 
Congress  provided  means  to  cheer  and  sustun 
the  unfortunate  men  who  might  suffer  in 
defence  of  our  flag.  The  United  States  gave 
up  all  claim  to  pnzes  which  should  be  made 
by  vessels  of  war ;  half  of  the  money  accruing 
fWim  this  sonrce  belonged  to  tie  captors,  and 
tbe  other  half  was  to  "  be  and  renutin/ormer 
a  fund  for  the  payment  of  pensions,"  for  "  the 
making  farther  provision  for  the  comfort  of 
disabled  officers,"  Ac,  or  "  such  as,  though  not 
distil  I  gnidhed,  may  merit  by  their  bravery,"&«. 
You  win  observe,  sir,  that  pensions  were  not 
promised  to  everybody  who  came  within 
mght  of  tbe  ocean,  or  who  might  possess  a 
OuDuniadon  from  the  President,  and  that  our 


faith  was  pledged  to  keep  the  priu  mogq 
a  sacred  deposit  for  the  use  of  thttM  «bo  «m 
so  particnlvly  described.  Bach  «ta  tU 
spirit  of  the  act  of  1800;  an  act  that  ^mi 
before  selfishness  and  ii^nstice  piedomiuUd 


1818,  pensions  for  five  yean,  psysbls  out  of 
this  hind,  were  granted  to  "the  widovf,  and, 
if  no  widows,  to  the  children  tinder  ditcto 
years  old,  of  officers  who  shall  he  killed,  oidir 
by  reason  of  wounds  received  in  ihs  line  if 
duty."  This  was  tlie  first  depsrtore  from  tlx 
act  of  1800;  and,  admitting  tbe  proprict;  d 

Siving  the  public  money  to  widovi  icd  dil- 
ren,  whether  the  officer  poss^ed  eitrtoidi- 
mu7  merit  or  not,  and  without  proof  thsl  lit 
assistance  of  Government  was  needsl,  tkn 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  promise  of  Congra 
was  violated  by  thus  using  the  nsTy  penaoii 
fond.  In  1814,  the  provisions  of  this  W  «! 
were  extended  to  the  "widows  and  ebildra 
of  seamen  and  marines " — in  1816,  ftumt 
were  granted  to  those  who  were  wosndd  i 
Dartmoor  prison,  or  "the  widows  snd  tM- 
dren  of  snch  as  were  killed  there."  Afterwrii, 
at  different  periods,  tbe  acta  of  181S  sod  !S14 
were  renewed,  and  in  1834  a  law  vs>{>i»i 
granting  pensions  to  the  "widows  of  offifti!, 
sesmen,  and  marines,"  who  may  die  tM 
"  caBDHltiea,  disease  contracted,  or  iDJni^ 
received  in  the  line  of  duty,"  and  direitiiigtl''' 
the  pension  "shall  commence  from  thepis<F 
of  the  act"  though  the  hnsband  miytlOlt* 
living,  and  receiving  his  regular  p^-  ^ 
inroads  were  graduaUy  made  on  the  nsd,  w 
its  original  object  was  forgotten;  yettheini*- 
est  was  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  Ibo) 
demands,  and  the  principal  amounted  te  up- 
wards of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  cIcm  (^ll* 
year  18S6. 

The  laws  of  1687,  which  my  ameslnat 
repeals,  was  then  passed,  and  a  neir  doctrint 
was  slipped  into  the  statnte  bttok;  il  p" 
pensions  to  the  widows,  and,  if  no  1rida^^H 
the  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  msrosi 
"who  have  died  or  may  hereafter  die  iiitl|> 
naval  service."  However  tmjnst  sod  impolilii 
previous  acts  had  been,  they  were  nol  eon- 
plained  of,  because  the  benefit  accrued  lot)* 
relatives  of  such  as  "wers  hilled,  or  iudtf 
reaxm  of  wound*  reeeited  in  the  line  ^dstj  '— 
but  now  if  a  sailor  should  die  from  an  ordlnirj 
disease,  or  the  constitution  of  an  oflSeer  be  brokt* 
down  by  dissipation,  their  widows  and  cLildra 
entitled  to  the  some  pensions  as  those  of 
,..,  men  who  foil  In  battle.  HVindreda,  there- 
fore, rushed  upon  the  pension  fund,  sod  "j* 
need  not  bo  surprised  that  it  has  been  nwV 
consomed;  In  1886  the  annual  charge  «•> 
$68,009.  in  1888  it  reached  to  |103,lM  »■ 
and  in  six  months— fWiro  March  to  SeptmW 
1837— the  retrospective  opera^on  ef  the  1»» 
took  $B29,B1B  from  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  J  am  a  friend  to  the  navy;  honorsM* 
Atlemen  shall  not  monopolize  its  gaardiiir 
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liip.  ud  Mtanw  that  the  repeal  of  this  law 
rnoid  be  bofltile  to  tta  {nteresta.  This  greaX 
lUblishiaeut  should  oocnpj  a  high  posiUon — 
it  destined  to  be  the  ri|;ht  aim  of  oar  Bafetj 
-and  I  repeat  that  ample  paj  ehnnld  be  Eireo, 
M  bigbe«t  revarda  oonferred  on  Ekill  aad 
ravery,  and  substantial  Icindneaa  to  snSeriog 
id  misfortnneL  Beta  liigh-miDded  man  scomt 
>  be  an  alms-taking  peouoner,  when  nothing 
a  been  aobleved  fur  the  nation,  and  nd  it^ary 
u  been  niatained  in  Its  eervice.  This  act  of 
T  makes  no  diadnotion  between  merit  and 
orthleisnesa — the  brave  man's  widow  reoeirea 
a  more  than  the  ooward's  relatives — and  the 
rane  or  the  drankard  is  allowed  to  leare  acharge 
D  that  oonntr;  which  be  has  disKraeed.  A 
ienil  informs  me  of  a  common  tnck  that  is 
la;ed  at  the  eastward;  an  old  sailor,  that  ia 
"om  ont  in  the  merchant  service,  and  feels 
lat  he  cannot  last  for  a  long  time,  enlists  on 
mrd  of  a  national  ship,  and  in  a  few  months 
ii  widow  and  children  receive  a  pension  from 
ie  Government,  Such  a  system  will  bring 
ho  navy  Into  oontempC,  and  people  will  dis- 
rast  ita  patriotism;  bnt  if  the  publio  honntjr 
e  jadieionslj  administered,  not  a  murmnr 
rill  bo  beard,  and  the  nation  will  hear  with 
ilessnra  the  burden  on  ita  sratitnde. 
The  mcniher  fniin  UasaBchosetts  (Ur.  Adims) 
hiaks  that  the  act  of  '87  made  a  contract, 
rhich  we  are  boar.d  to  falfil.  An  obliga- 
ion,  sir,  impliea  that  somethinf;  is  given  or 
lone  on  both  aides,  and  as  the  gentleman 
«ni«Umet  quot«a  Blaekstone,  it  is  odd  that  he 
ireriooked  the  ^groot  lawjer  on  the  present 
■Masion.  The  Uw  of  1800  was  andonbtedly  a 
"otract,  becsnse  it  was  passed  at  an  early 
KrioA,  and  maf  have  indnoed  many  to  hazard 
heir  liTei  in  the  service;  it  also  embraced  the 
iondition  of  "wounds,"  "disability,"  and 
;nraordinary  gallantry,  which  must  be  com- 
ilied  with  before  its  advantages  oonid  be 
?*rtakGn,  But  the  country  is  not  indebted 
u  thusc  who  receive  pensioQii  under  the  act  of 
\p7\  the  husband  or  fiuher  enlisted  volunta- 
'ilj.  wai  paid  well,  treated  kindly,  and  there  Is 
not  tiiB  lightest  evidenea  of  great  suffering  or  nn- 
nraman  exertions.  Dvei  the  gent]a:iian  contend 
'nu  pentionera  have  a  vested  Interest  in  our 
"beralityt  This  doctrine  would  be  acouted  in 
Great  Britain,  the  land  of  pensions  and  sine- 
MrM;  if  j  Jo  not  err,  a  pension  was  with- 
fltawn  from  the  poet  Ooleridge,  and  though 
'fell  an  instance  may  be  regretted,  it  strengui- 
«t«  my  position. 

DtathtifMr.  Orundy. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Baowy,  of  Tennessee,  ros*,  and  in 
»  *")■  impressive  manner  pronounced  the  fol- 
"»iog  euloginni : 

l<r.  SrtiKBB:  The  painfnl  annnni^tion 
'fucn  we  hare  Just  heard,  makes  it  proper 
jut  I  sbonld  submit  to  the  House  the  reaolu- 
MM  which  I  now  send  to  your  table. 

it  IS  true  that  the  deoessed,  at  the  time  of 
■"  death,  was  not  a  member  of  thia  fionse: 


but  he  was  once  a  member  of  it ;  and  the  deep 


thirty  years  haa  not  been  able  to  efface.  What 
record  in  our  archives  does  not  tell  of  his  great 
and  invalnahle  services,  in  1813,  '13,  and '14, 
when  we  declared  and  prosecnted  with  success 
"  the  second  war  of  independence,"  against  tha- 

;TOQdest  and  strongest  nation  in  the  world  t 
he  bold  and  tbrilUng  eloqnence  with  which 
he  urged  this  body  to  declare  that  war,  and 
tlie  readiness  witb  which  he  voted  for  all  the 
supplies,  both  of  men  and  money,  necessary  to 
its  prosecution,  identified  Mr.  Qbokst  with 
the  most  iUoatrione  patriots  of  that  eventful 

Were  these  his  only  services,  a  nation's  grati- 
tude might  still  challenge  at  eur  handM,  u  well 
as  from  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
Mme  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  one 
who  was,  at  that  period,  so  wiaein  council  and 
so  eminent  in  debate. 

His  public  career  commenced  more  than  fhrty 
years  ago,  in  the  convention  for  revising  the 
Oonstitutioo  of  Eentnoky.  He  was  then  bnt 
twenty-one  or  two  years  of  age;  bnt  exhibited, 
during  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  nnerring 
evidence  of  his  fiitnre  Dsefnlnets  and  eminence. 

He  was  afterwards,  for  six  years,  a  distin- 
gnisbed  and  usef^il  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State;  losing  nothing,  by  comparison, 
with  any  of  t)io»e  eminent  lawyers  and  statea- 
men  of  which  Kentucky  haa  always  been  so 

In  1808,  be  was  elected  one  of  the  Jndgea  of 
the  Snpreme  Court  of  that  State,  and  was  soon 
after  appointed  its  Chief  Juslioe,  and  discharged 
hisdnties  with  industry,  impartiality,  and diatin- 
goialied  ability. 

In  the  winter  of  1807-'3,  he  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee, sod  for  several  yearn  devoted  himself 


DioKBSSoM,  Judge  Haywood,  Jbnkih  Warra- 
STDB,  Jndge  Otbbton,  and  in  later  years  with 
Judge  Obabr  and  Williih  L,  Brow.v,  is  no 
ordinary  pruse.  In  criminal  Jurisprndenoe, 
even  these  claimed  no  oompetitorahip  with 
htm ;  but  he  stood  out  in  advance  of  all  others, 
unrivalled  as  an  able,  eloqneot,  and  succeasful 
advocate. 

He  served  in  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
beginning  in  IB19,  about  the  same  length  of 
time  he  had  dune  in  that  of  Kentucky — placing 
on  her  statute  bouk  some  of  her  most  volaable 
laws,  and  giving  to  her  legislation,  by  his  pre- 
cepts and  example,  much  of  that  moral  lone 
and  liberality  of  principle  which  now  distin- 
gnixhes  it. 

In  182B,  Mr,  Gbundt  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  oomraenced  his 
tabors  in  that  body  with  the  adminislratiov 
of  General  JAosaoN.  Wliat  hia  services  to  the 
conoiry  have  been  rinee  then,  either  as  a  Sen»- 
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tor  or  Attoraey-OeDeral,  is  too  fresh  ia  tlie 
recollection  of  all  to  need  to  b«  repeated  od 

the  present  occasion.  Bat  the  future  history 
of  tiiia  conDtrj  (wben  that  history  can  be 
MTitten  mibiassed  by  the  party  jirejadices  of 
the  day)  cannot  foil  to  award  to  Mr.  Gbundx 
the  highest  meed  of  praise,  of  having  been  a 
safe  and  discreet  CouitselloT,  an  eloquent  and 
efficient  Senator,  and  an  undoubted  Patriot. 

The  loss  of  such  a  man,  at  any  time,  must  be 
felt  by  the  nation.  At  snch  a  moment  as  the 
present,  when  America  stands  in  need  of  all 
the  talents  and  all  the  patriotism  of  all  her  most 
sifted  aoDB,  his  loss  most  be  deeply  felt,  and 
deeply  mourned.  To  his  own  State,  that  he  so 
dearly  loved,  vhich  had  honored  him  so  onen, 
and  whose  recent  confidence  in  him  I  know  he 
was  aiutoas  to  t^j  by  the  most  devoted  zeal 
and  fidelity — to  Tennessee,  his  loss  must  be 
almost  irreparable.  But,  O  God  I  what  must 
it  be  to  his  bereaved  family  t  To  ber,  who 
has  been  the  wife  of  hia  bosom  ftom  youth  to 
old  age — from  the  days  of  his  poverty  to  those 
vt  wealth  and  of  famel — to  her,  whom  we 
(looking  toward  Mr.  ThkbbtI  bo  lately  snw 
watching  by  his  ude,  with  sack  ooinugol  affec- 
tion, ana  snob  OhrisliBn  hope  ? — wnat  to  her 
most  be  hia  loss  t  'What  to  his  children  t  But 
I  forbear :  I  have  no  right  to  condnct  yon  into 
"this  house  of  monming,"  whose  agonized 
inmates  mnst  look  to  no  earthly  source  for  con- 
solation in  this  sad  hour  of  thdr  bereavement 
■ad  sorrow. 

Mr.  Bbown  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  follow- 
ing reaolations : 

Jhtotw^  mtanimmuly.  That  u  a  tesHmony  of  re- 
spect for  the  metnoty  of  the  Hon.  Filii  Oeobdt, 
late  B  nembei'  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
this  House  will  go  into  monniing,  and  wear  cnpe  for 
thirty  days. 

Jieiolvtd,  That  u  a  flirtbET  muk  of  leapect  for 
the  memory  of  the  dEoeased,  thii  Hoose  do  now  od- 

Theresolntlons  were  adopted;  and 
The  Hoose  odjoamed. 


WsDineDaT,  December  80. 
Mtmage/rom  Ute  Prtndmt — £ritUh  Outragt  at 

ScUoMer — Burning  of  the  Amtricaa  SUam- 

hoat  ^^CaroliM." 
To  tht  Houte  of  RepratntatiiKi  ofttit  UnUed  Btalet : 

I  herewith  tmnsmil  to  the  Bouse  of  Keprcsenta- 
tiva  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  ac- 
companying papers,  in  answer  to  their  nwoluUon  of 
the  Slst  instant. 

M.  VAlr  BUBKN. 

W.UBunRO)(,  Jke.  £8, 1B40. 

DaFiRTXisT  or  Stiti, 

Washington,  Dec.  S8,  1S40. 

Bim:  t\x»  Seoetaryof  Stale,  to  whom  has  been 

refbned  the  raaolntSoa  of  the  House  of  Representa- 

tivea,  dated  the  £lst  Instant,  requesting  the  Praai- 

dent"to  aoamnmicate  to  that  House  (if  not  in  his 


opinion  incompatible  with  the  pnlilio  inlcnat)  ill  tW 
eorreqwndence  l>etween  this  Govenunat  ui  iIm 
of  Great  Britun,  or  the  officen  oc  agenti  of  eiihtt, 
or  the  officers  or  agenta  of  tJils  Govenuoenl  wiii  H* 
President  or  any  of  lis  Departments,  whiti  hai  ml 
heretofore  been  communicated  to  ttiat  House,  on  'it 
mbject  of  the  outrage  of  bumiog  the  Cmline  on  du 
Kingara  froDtior  ;  and  whetlier  tliere  v  anj  pnn«t' 
of  compcDBatlon  being  made  to  the  owner  of  «1 
boat  fbr  the  loss  thereof ;  uiil,  alio,  wbetker  uj 
oommanlcatiODS  have  beM  made  to  tbii  Oumiaml 

in  r^ard  to  the  amat  and  impriaonsMnt  U 

UcLrod,  by  the  antborilia  of  the  Btate  of  New  Tnk, 
for  being  concerned  in  Mud  oDtnge;  andiifniil* 
he  commn^cate  a  oi^y  thereof  to  that  Bomc,*!* 
the  honor  to  report  to  tiie  Preddent,  ia  ansmli 
that  resolution,  me  accompanying  p^KM. 
BaH>«ctrully  submitted. 

JOHNFORSm 
To  the  PacsiDiiii  of  the  United  States  of  imaia. 

Mr.  Blaicnton  to  Mr.  FoTtyth.—Extnd. 

Lkucioii  o*  taa  Ukitcd  Stur 
London,  /Wjr  I,  ISI. 

I  T^ret  to  say  that  no  answer  lias  yet  beta  |ini 
to  my  note  in  the  case  of  the  "  Caroline."  I  Im 
DDt  deemed  it  proper  uidur  the  circunAtDca  a 
press  the  subject  without  further  instnwtioni  t™ 
jour  DepartmenL  If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Gonn- 
ment  that  I  ehould  do  so,  I  pray  to  be  inTwiHi 
of  it,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that  I  am  to  nkt* 

Mr.  Fortj/th  to  Mr.  BltrennM.~StincL 
DEr&BT>iirT  or  Sun, 
'    Washington,  &p(«Bi£n- 11,  ISM. 

With  reference  to  the  doaing  paiagnph  of  J<^ 

mmunication  to  the  Department,  dated  the  tin  J 
July  last,  {No.  74,)  it  is  proper  to  inform  joo  Ibu  k 
instrucdoQS  are  at  present  required  for  agaiB  '>'>>¥' 
ing  forward  the  question  of  the  "  Cardine."  I  la" 
bad  frequent  converealiona  with  Hr.  Foi  in  r^inl'» 
this  subject — one  of  very  recent  date — and  fnoi  o 
tone,  the  President  eipecta  the  Briliah  GoimmsW 
will  answer  your  application  in  the  case  without  nin 
farther  delay. 

ifr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Fortgli. 

WuHiaoTOii,  Seermhtr  II,  IW]- 

SiB :  I  am  informed  by  hia  ExceHaicj  tbe  V» 
tenant  Governor  of  tiie  Province  of  Upper  Cim 
that  Kr.  Aleiander  UcLeod,  a  Britjsh  sebjert.  iM 
late  deputy  sheriff  of  the  Xianra  district  in  Crf« 
Canada,  was  aiiested  at  Lewiston,  in  tbe  Eu:^  °< 
New  York,  on  the  12th  of  last  month,  on  a  prWD^j 
charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  having  been  a^^S^ 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  piratical  «"*■ 
boat  "  Caroline,"  in  the  month  of  December,  ls7. 
After  a  tedious  and  vciatioaa  ciaminatioB,  !lf.  1^ 
Leod  was  committed  for  trial,  aod  he  is  w*  "^ 
priaoned  In  Loctport  jaiL  , 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  the  GoTCrnniftf" 
the  United  Slates  to  take  prompt  and  rffeclial  sttp* 
for  the  Ubetation  of  Mr.  lIcLeod.  It  is  ■*^l_^ 
that  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  "C«|™^ 
waa  a  putilic  act  of  peiBons  in  ber  lUje«j'«  sci^ 
obeying  the  order  of  their  smerior  authorili^  '"' 
act,  therefore,  accoiding  to  the  uhsgei  of  ii«l>£«'" 
only  be  the  subject  of  discnsBon  betweoi  ue  t" 
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VUHmal  OoTcnunetita :  it  cannot  just];  bo  made 
the  grtmnd  of  legal  proceedinga  in  the  Uuitad  States 
against  th«  iodiridtula  concerned,  who  were  bound 
to  obey  this  authorillM  ^tpolnled  by  thdr  own  Gioi- 
«nimeDt. 

I  nuj  add,  tbat  I  beQere  it  !•  quite  notorious  that 
It.  UcLeod  waa  not  one  of  the  party  eogwed  in  tba 
destruction  of  the  ateamboat  "  Caroline  ;  and  tbat 
the  pretfaded  charge  npon  which  he  haa  been  im- 
pnsoned  rests  Only  upon  the  peijured  testimony  of 
certain  Canadian  outlxwi  and  their  abettors,  who,  nn- 
fortuualely  for  the  peace  of  that  ceighbo^ood,  are 
Rill  permitted  by  the  aatboritlea  of  the  State  of  New 
Toi^  to  infect  ti>e  Canadiaii  frontieT. 

The  qaestioD,  bow«T«r,  whether  Hr.  XcLeod  was 
or  was  Dot  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  the 
"  Caroline,"  is  l>eBide  the  parpoae  of  the  pr«tient  ooto- 
muBicatioD.  Tliat  act  was  the  publio  act  of  pervons 
obeying  the  constituted  authoritiea  of  her  Muestj'a 
Pnnince.  The  National  GoTemment  of  the  United 
Stil«s  thought  themaelres  called  upon  to  remonxirale 
■(^nst  It  1  and  a  remonstrance  which  the  President 
did  Hocordinglj  addrev  to  her  Majesty's  OoTcnimcnt, 
is  ftill,  I  beliere,  a  pending  ntlgect  of  diplomaUc  di»- 
euwlon  between  her  Uqjesty's  OoTemment  and  the 
Uoited  States  ligation  in  London.  T  feel,  therefore, 
jostiOed  in  expecting  Qwt  the  Prendent'g  Qorero- 
ment  will  aee  the  justice  and  the  necenity  of  cau^ng 
the  preieat  imaetUate  lelease  of  Hr.  UcLeod,  aa 
well  u  of  taking  such  ctep«  as  niay  b«  requisite  for 
perrenting  others  of  tier  Huesty's  sutgecta  from  being 
persecuted  or  molested  in  the  Uoiled  States  in  a  sim- 
Ihr  manner  for  the  future. 

It  appears  that  Hr.  UcLeod  was  arrested  on  the 
ISth  ultimo  ;  and  after  the  eiaminatioD  of  vltneHee, 
he  tru  Anally  cominiltcd  for  trial  oo  the  ISth,  and 
flicpi  in  confinement  in  the  jail  of  Lockporl,  await- 
ing the  as^zea,  which  will  be  held  there  to.  February 
DeiL  As  the  ease  la  natimJly  occa^oning  a  great 
4«gree  of  cidtement  and  indignation  within  the 
British  fmntier,  I  earnestly  hope  that  It  may  be  in 
yiKir  power  to  give  me  an  early  and  satiaftctoi;  an- 
twtt  to  the  present  representation. 

I  irail  myself  of  thia  occiaion  to  renew  to  yon  the 
M9araiu«  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Bon.  JOHX  f  OBBITH,  &C.,  tc, 

Mr.  Foriyth  to  ifr.  Fox. 

DlFlETUEKT  01  9t1TI. 

Wadiington,  December  26,  1840. 
?-!t:  I  have  the  honor  to  sdcnowledge,  and  hare 
hid  before  the  President,  your  letter  of  the  ISth  in- 
Kant,  touching  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Ale*- 
Dtder  UcLeod,  a  British  subject,  and  late  Depaty 
SherilT  of  the  Niagara  District,  in  Upper  Canada,  on 
a  chiTj^  of  murder  and  arion,  aa  having  been  en- 
pfed  iu  the  capture  and  destruction  of  ^e  ateam- 
txHt "  Caroline,"  in  the  month  of  December,  1S37 ; 
in  mpact  to  which  yoo  stale  that  you  feel  it  your 
dmj  to  call  upon  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States 
■o  take  prompt  and  eStectual  steps  for  the  liberation 
<if  Mr.  UcLeod,  and  to  prevent  otiiers  of  the  subjects 
<^  1i«r  U^cstj,  the  Queen  of  Great  Britun,  from 
Uiog  persecuted  or  molested  hi  a  rimilar  manner, 
fe  the  future. 

This  demand,  with  the  gnrands  upon  which  it  Is 
"^e,  baa  been  duly  considered  by  the  Pre^dent, 
»itti  a  BtMcre  detire  to  give  to  it  mch  a  reply  u  will 
proporregard  fcrthechara' 
DnKed  Slates,  but,  at  the  ■ 


time,  tend  to  preserve  the  amiCHble  relations  which, 
Bo  advantageously  for  both,  subaiBt  between  thia 
country  and  Kngland.  Of  the  reality  of  thia  diepo- 
iDtion,  and  of  the  oniformity  with  which  it  has  been 
evinced  in  (he  many  delicate  and  difficult  questions 
which  have  arisen  between  the  two  countries  in  the 
last  few  years,  no  one  can  be  more  convhiced  than 
yourself.  It  is  then  with  unfeigned  regret  that  the 
Prendeot  Gads  himself  unable  to  recogmzc  the  v^id- 
ity  of  a  demand,  a  compliance  with  which  yon  deem 
so  material  to  the  preservation  of  the  gtiod  under- 
standing wluch  has  been  hitherto  manifested  between 


The  jaifsdiction  of  the  several  States  iriiidi  consti- 
tute the  Union  i^  within  its  a(q>ropiiate  qihere,  per- 
feetly  indepradent  of  the  Federd  OoTemnient.  The 
offence  with  which  Mr.  UcLood  is  charged  was  com- 
mitted within  the  territory,  and  against  the  laws  and 
citisens  of  the  State  of  IS'ew  Tork,  and  is  one  tbat 
comes  clearly  within  the  eompelency  of  her  tribunals. 
It  does  not,  therefore,  present  an  occasion  when, 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Umon,  the  In- 
terposition  called  for  would  be  proper,  or  for  whidi  a 
warrant  can  be  found  in  the  powers  with  which  the 
Federal  Executive  is  invested.  Nor  would  the  cir- 
cumstancea  to  which  you  have  referred,  or  the  rea- 
sons yon  have  urged,  Juatify  the  exertion  of  such  a 
power,  if  it  eiist^.  The  transaction  out  of  which 
the  question  arises,  presents  a  case  of  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable Invasion,  m  time  of  peace,  of  a  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  by  a  band  of  aimed 
men  from  the  ai^scent  territory  of  Canada,  the  ford- 
ble  capture  by  them  within  our  own  waters,  and  the 
subsequent  destruction  of  a  eteomboot,  the  property 
of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  i^ 
one  or  more  American  dUtens.  If  arretted  at  the 
time,  the  ofifanders  midit  imquestionaUy  have  been 
brought  to  justice  by  the  jndMal  authorillea  irf  the 
Stale  witUD  wboM  acknowledged  territory  these 
crimes  were  committed ;  and  theb  sobsequeot  volun- 
tary entrance  within  that  territory,  places  them  In 
the  same  situation.  The  President  Is  not  aware  of 
any  principle  of  International  law,   i         ~     ~      ' 


untarily  within  their  independent  and  undoubted  ju- 
risdiction, because  they  acted  in  obedience  to  tlMir 
superior  authorities,  or  because  their  acts  have  be- 
come the  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion  between 
the  two  Governments.  These  methods  of  redress, 
the  legal  prosecution  of  the  offenders,  and  the  appU- 
catioD  of  their  Qovertmient  for  satisfaction,  are  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  may  be  separately  and 
simultaneously  pursued.  The  avowal  or  justification 
of  the  outrage  by  the  British  authorities,  mi^  be  a 
ground  of  complunt  with  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  StBtea,  distinct  from  the  violatioD  of  the  terri- 
tory and  laws  of  the  Stale  of  New  York.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  Govemment  of  the  Union  to  that  of 
Great  BritaJn,  for  the  redres  of  an  aathorised  out- 
rage of  the  peace,  dignity,  and  rights  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  deprive  the  State  of  New  Torfc  of  her 
undoubted  rieht  of  vindicating,  through  the  eierdse 
of  her  judicid  power,  the  property  and  lives  of  ber 
citizens.  Tou  have  ve^  properiy  regarded  the  al- 
lared  absence  of  Hr.  UcLcod  from  the  scene  of  the 
office  at  the  time  when  it  was  committed,  as  not 
material  to  the  decUon  of  the  present  question. 
That  is  a  matter  to  be  dedded  by  1«b1  evidence ; 
and  the  Blnc»e  desire  of  the  Preddent  ts,  tliat  it 
If  the  d 
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tha  Cuolioe  wm  ft  pnblia  «et  of  p«noiu  in  her  H^' 
*Btfe  BtTtke,  obejiog  tbe  oidcr  of  their  anperiot 
■nUiorlUei,  tlul  Ikct  lua  not  been  before  commiml 
oBted  to  tlia  Oorenuiunt  of  the  United  Stilei  b; 
person  autboriced  to  make  tlie  idmiBsioD ;  end  i 
will  tie  for  tbe  court  whidi  hu  Ulun  oogninnce  oi 
tbe  oflbnoe  with  which  Mr.  HcLeod  i«  dialled,  1 
decide  npm  its  validity  when  legally  eatibluhed  be- 
IbraiL 

The  President  deetnl  this  to  be  ■  proper  occaadn 
to  remind  the  OoTenment  of  her  Bntiiuiic  Ibgeatf, 
that  the  cue  of  the  "  CMoUDe"  liu  been  ioag  idnoe 
brouf^t  to  the  ittentioo  of  her  H^ettj^  pmdpd 
BectetatT  of  8tate  for  Focc^n  ABUia,  who,  m  to 
Ihia  da;,  hai  not  MDmimikatod  Iti  deciatoa  there- 
npoD.  It  if  hoped  that  Ibe  Oorenunent  of  bcr  Mej- 
eM;  will  peroeiTO  the  importaDca  of  no  longer  leav- 
iw  the  Qoremment  of  the  United  Statea  onlnfonDed 
oftta  Tiewi  and  iirtentE(»a  upon  a  mbject  wbidi  tua 
uatanll  J  produoed  macfa  exaqwration,  and  irbich  has 
led  to  au^  gnTe  oa»eqaenc«a. 

I  aTallniTwlf  of  Ifaiaoocaalon  to  renew  to  70a  the 
■Muranoe  rf  mj  diHlngniahed  consideration. 

JOHN  FOESTTH. 
H.  S.  Fox,  &q.,  &C.,  tc,  Ac. 

The  docnments  acoompanriiiK  tLe  Fresident's 
llessage,  in  relation  to  the  btiniitig  of  tbe 
•teamSoot  "  CiiroliDe,"  having  been  read,  and 
the  qaestion  being  on  the  reoonsideratiun  of  the 
Tote  by  which  5,000  extra  copies  had  been 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Cdbhuto,  after  aome  preliminarr  remarka 
in  relation  to  the  great  intportaDc«  of  tbe  aab- 
tect  involved  in  tlie  docameota,  called  particn- 
br  attention  to  the  fact,  that  thie  was  the  first 
time  it  hod  been  ofBciallj  avowed  that  tbe  out- 
rage on  the  "  Caroline  "  waa  authoriied  bj  tiie 
Government  of  Great  Brituin.  You  will  per- 
ceive, sud  Ur.  C,  that  Mr.  Fos  aaji : 

"  It  il  well  known  that  tbe  deftruction  of  the 
ataamboit  Caroline  wu  a  pablie  act  of  penona  in 
her  M^ettj'a  aervice,  obeying  the  order  of  their  snpe- 
lior  anthMltiea.'' 

Be  (Mr.  C.)  denied  the  foct,  that  tbe  ont- 
rage  being  perpetrated  nnder  the  anthoritr 
of  the  British  actlioritieg^  had  been  "  ncti 
known,"  aa  alleged  by  Mr.  Fox.  Two  years 
■go.  Lord  Palmereton  was  asked  that  qoestion, 
bnt  It  liad  never  been  avowed  nntil  the  present 
time.  Therefore,  he  wotild  repeat  that  the  as- 
sertion as  to  the  fact  now  avowed  being  "  well 
known,"  WHS,  in  point  of  fact,  imtme.  This 
had  been  very  properly  noticed  by  the  Secreta- 
ry of  Btate  in  bis  reply  to  Mr.  Fox,  as  follows : 

"  If  the  deetnictlon  of  tbe  Caroline  waa  a  public 
act  of  persona  in  her  Majesty's  serrice,  obeying  the 
order  of  Ih^  mperior  autluuiciea,  tbU  fact  baa  not 
been  before  commuiiicated  to  tbe  aovemment  of 
the  United  States." 

Th«  (kct  of  this  avowal,  however,  gave  the 
•nbject  an  importance  which  it  did  nut  before 
poeseas.  Mr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  siiow  that 
u  the  aathoritiea  of  the  Colonial  ProHnoea  had 
poniahed  Americaa  oitizena  engaged  in  piratical 
acta  on  th^  eoaat,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  the 
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State  of  New  York  had  the  aanw  ri^  to  pas- 
isli  persona  engaged  in  pir^cal  acti  witlilii  tw 
waters. 

Mr.  0.  then  entered  into  a  vindiettiaii  of  tht 
friends  of  General  Barrison,  and  oampUni 
that  while  at  one  time  they  were  char^  with 
being  the  allies  and  tools  of  Great  Brilun,  Ibey 
were  now  charged  with  a  design  to  iaTclveUi* 
oonntry  in  war  with  that  power.  He  deiued 
both  the  chargei. 


IK  BKKATS. 

UoKDAT,  JannBi7  4, 1841. 
Geiieral  Pn^itUwe  Fra-Emptia*  lot. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  pra^««&« 
pre-emption  system,  in  bvor  of  settlera  on  tin 
pnblio  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  enltinla 
the  same,  and  raise  a  Itw-cabin  thereon,  bnsf 
the  special  order  of  the  aaj,  was  t^en  up. 

Mr.  Clit,  of  Alabama,  nald  a  brief  tipltu- 
tion  of  tbe  principles  and  enactments  of  tb>) 
bill  might,  perhapa,  be  proper  from  him,  u  b 
had  reported  it  from  the  Committee  on  tb 
Pnblio  I^nda ;  bat,  in  this  era  of  good  fediil 
towards  "  log-cabins  "  and  the  tenants  of  "lof- 
oabics,"  whii^h  had  recently  been  nanilMd 
all  over  the  conntry,  he  presumed  a  very  btirf 
statement  would  be  sufficient.  They  livfd,  ba 
said,  in  what  might  be  ctuphadcally  csUed  ih 
era  of  good  feeling  towards  those  rode  plica 
of  habitHtion,  and  their  homble  occnpantt;  ft*, 
dnring  some  months  past,  they  ban  been  Uit 
especial  and  constant  theme  of  high  praise  ud 
eloqnent  en(<omiun],  not  only  in  tiie  m^ 
where  they  were  almost  ezelanvely  to  h 
fonnd,  bnt  even  in  onr  cities,  and  in  aartrt- 
Bned  parts  of  tbe  ootuttry.  Nor  (said  Mr,  Cut) 
was  tnis  confined  merely  to  political  diacDBiMi 
— it  had  been  made  to  ent«r  into  every  tliiil 
else — even  the  jewellery  worn  by  many  rf  wr 
most  fajhionable  ladies,  and  the  orDuanU 
which  decorated  their  persona,  bore  theinpRB 
of  the  "  log-cftbin  "  of  the  wildemem. 

He  said  he  might  here  take  occaaoo  to  n- 
mark  that  ho  wm  no  new  convert  to  the  polifj 

Emposed  by  this  bill.  It  was  one  wbidi  » 
ad  labored  to  advance,  at  least  with  eantot 
and  persevering  assiduity,  for  the  l*>t 
twelve  years,  in  one  branch  of  Congress  or  Ita 
other,  except  for  a  brief  interval  oi  abseM*; 
and  even  then  he  wsa  not  wholly  inactivt;  It 
had  long  been  a  favDril«  policy  with  Vim, 
throngh  tlie  medium  of  pre-emption  laws,  hh 
other  kindred  measnre^  if  pnssiUe,  to  intb 
every  freeman  a  fh«holder.  In  bvor  of  n^ 
a  policy  ho  bad  often  before  rained  hii  voi^ 
and  expressed  his  ctrong  convictions.  ^ 
heretofore  he  had  been  the  repreeentatiT*  of  * 
people  who  were  Immediately  interested  in  At 
passage  of  bills  of  this  description.  'When  bs 
first  took  his  Feat  in  the  other  branch  <rf  0»- 
gross,  a  connderable  district  of  conntry,  vwb 
hod  been  Bcttled  for  eome  years,  was  '"'^^ 
be  bronght  into  market ;  and,  sinoe  that  petM 
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Dlber  Urge  portions  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
bad  bMD  aeqnired  bj  treaties  with  the  ludian 
tribes,  and  ^most  stmoltaneonslf  oorered  with  a 
Jurijaodinduitrions population.  H«ice,Hlwa;B 
btretofore,  liis  oonEtituests  were  to  be  benefited 
bf  the  panage  of  pre-emption  laws,  and  the 
npport  he  bad  given  them  might,  perhaps, 
have  rendered  him  liable  to  the  impabttion  of 
iDtereated  motives — as,  although  he  was  not 
penonallr  interested,  and  never  obtuned  a  pre- 
emption in  hia  life,  he  might  have  been  eoppos- 
«d  to  pnraae  the  coarse  he  did,  to  ingratiate 
hiiDKlf  with  his  ooDttitaeDtB.  But  now  he  had 
the  good  fortane  to  ooouoj  a  yerj  difTereut  po- 
ntioD.  Every  acre  of  land  in  Alabama,  not 
owned  hj  in^vidaals,  had  become  the  proper- 
ty of  the  Qovenuuent;  there  was  no  portion 
of  the  territoij  within  that  State  Bnbject  to  the 
claim  of  any  Indian  tribe.  The  Indian  title  to 
the  last  remnant  of  their  territory  had  been  ez- 
tinguished  several  years  ago ;  and  he  believed 
thwe  wBa  none  that  had  not  been  anrveyed 
for  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  It  had 
been  settled  still  longer,  and,  conseqaently,  was 
■abject  to  be  claimed  nnder  the  pre-emption 
laws  of  IBSB  and  1840.  Bence,  so  for  as  re- 
garded pre-emptions,  all  his  constitaents  were 
providea  for,  and  he  was  now  as  disinterested 
as  any  other  Senator  in  that  chamber.  Alaba- 
ma bad  no  special  interest  in  the  bill,  except  as 
it  embraced  lands  subiect  to  private  entry, 
commooly  called  refnse  lands.  Bnt  he  was  glad 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  give  disinterested 
evidence,  as  be  should  by  bis  vote  on  this  occa- 
sioo,  of  his  approbation  of  the  principle  and  pol- 
icy of  the  roeasnre.  He  was  KBtlEfied  it  was  the 
tme  policy.  He  had  hitherto  maint«ined,  and 
be  DOW  muutained  with  eqnal  earnestness,  that 
Government  ought  to  extend  favor  to  those  who 
will  settle  and  improve  the  pnblic  lands.  He 
«onldgofnrther,andsay,ifthepDbliclaodawere 
sold  under  our  pre-emption  laws  for  less  money 
than  when  sold  at  auction,  even  for  half  price,  it 
would  be  the  policy  of  this,  as  it  had  been  of  every 
other  Government,  to  confer  pecniiar  privileges 
on  those  who  settle  and  improve  them,  for  there- 
by this  wide-^readdomsinof  the  Dnited  States 
was  rendered  productive,  and  the  resources  of 
the  country  enlarged  and  Improved. 

He  (Ur.  0.)  contended  that  it  was  not  wild 
and  nncoltlvated  land,  however  extensive,  that 
eoDStitiiwd  the  wealth  or  strength  of  a  country, 
Hecontrasted  the  preaentconditioD  of  the  valley 
oftheUtasimippi — the  great  Weut — withadense, 
nanierous,  and  enlightened  population,  in  a  high 
state  of  improvement  and  CQltivBtion,  yielding 
annually  tlie  most  abundant  supplies  of  every 
thing  necessary  to  the  sabsistenoe,  comfort,  and 
enjaymentf  of  civilized  mon-^with  what  it  wonld 
have  been,  bad  it  remained  a  wilderness  tilt  the 
prevent  day.  He  asked,  how  different  it  was 
BOW,  either  in  famishing  resources  for  thp  Eop- 
port  of  Government,  or  the  men  and  means  for 
Ihe  national  defence,  compared  with  what  it 
would  have  been,  if  it  had  remained  onsettled, 
iuiimproved,andiutonmvatedl    Was  it  not  ob- 
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viooB,  that  it  wonld  have  been  better  to  have 
given  away  all  that  portion  of  the  public  do- 
nuuQ  to  have  brought  abont  the  present  proa- 
perons  condition  of  things,  than  to  have  retain- 
ed it  till  now,  if  ten  or  twenty  timea  the 
Government  prioe  ooold  be  realiied  from  it* 
sale!  He  thought  these  views  conld  not  be 
well  controverted ;  and  if  true  in  regard  to  the 
settled  part  of  the  country,  was  it  not  equally 
so  as  regarded  the  portion  of  the  pnblie  domain 
which  still  remained  unoccupied  t  If  wo  had 
derived  all  the  advantages,  at  which  he  had 
hastily  glanced,  from  the  occupancy  and  culti- 
vation of  one'  portion,  it  was  fair  to  presume, 
that  wo  should  derive  corresponding  beuefita 
from  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  an- 
other. 

But,  (said  Mr.  Glat,)  in  point  of  fact,  there  ia 
no  sacrifioe  of  pecuniary  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  even  at  the  time  of  sale,  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  this  bill — at  least  none 
worthy  of  consideration.  He  said  it  would 
only  he  neoes&ary  for  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
attention  to  a  report  made  by  the  OommisMon- 
er  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1888,  with  the  accompanying  table, 
and  to  a  similar  statement  made  by  him  on  the 
18th  of  January  last,  to  satisfy  them  of  the  eo^ 
rectness  of  this  position.  The  cosh  system 
commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  1820 ;  the  re- 
port first  alluded  to,  showed  the  average  prices 
from  that  time  to  the  80th  of  September,  1837; 
the  lost  gave  the  average  prices  from  the  22d 
Jane  1836,  (when  the  pre-emption  law  of  that 
year  was  approved,)  np  to  it«  date  in  Jannary 
lust — embracing  a  period  of  about  nineteen 
years.  The  cash  system  had  been  in  operation 
about  ten  years  before  the  passage  of  the  first 
general  pre-emption  law — which  was  on  the 
Seth  of  May  ISSO. 

Let  gentiemen  examine  the  average  prices 
before  the  passage  of  that  act,  and  compare 
them  with  the  average  prices  since  received, 
and  they  will  be  satisfied  I  am  correct  in  say- 
ing the  pre-emption  laws  result  in  no  ma- 
terial loss  to  the  Government.  Hr.  Clat  then 
read  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the  average 
prices  pud  for  the  pnblic  lands,  in  each  year,  Eioca 
the  commencement  of  cash  sales,  as  follows: 
The  avenge  price  pftid  b  1820  was  91  40  per  acie. 
Do.  1S21  1  EO      do. 

182a  1  28       " 

"  1823  I  80       " 

"  18S4  1  il       " 

"  iBSB        1  sa      " 

"  1824  I  BS  " 

"  1827  1  *a  " 

■'  18HS  1  20  " 

"  1S29  1  28  " 

"  1830  1  28  " 

Now,  (said  Mr,  Olat,)  np  to  the  29th  of  May, 
1880,  wrt  wit  no  general  pre-entption  Inte. 
For  the  two  years  preceding,  (1828  and  1829,) 
the  average  price  m  each  was  but  $1  20  per 
acre,  and  it  continued  the  same  during  the 
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jeu  1830,  in  oolf  the  last  half  of  which  did 
that  law  operate.  Here  was  an  eieeaa,  in  two 
oonsecutive  yeara,  before  the  passage  of  the  act, 
of  only  one  cent  per  acre,  above  the  minimoni 
price ;  and  in  the  following  jear,  during  half 
of  which  the  first  pre-emption  law  was  in  ope- 
ration, the  price  remained  the  same. 

Now,  (Mid  Mr  Cj^y,)  what  has  been  the  re- 
snlt  nndor  the  pre-emption  policj )  The  official 
report  will  answer  the  question.  For  tlie  year 
IB81,  (daring  the  first  half  of  which  the  first 
pre-emption  law  continaed  to  operate,}  the 
average  price  was  )!  38  per  acre — two  cents 
higher  than  it  had  been  either  of  the  three  pre- 
ceding yearn.  In  1882,  when  no  pre-emption 
Uw  was  in  force,  the  average  pnce  was  but 
$1  27  per  acre.  In  1833,  the  average  price 
was  $1  29  per  acre.  In  1834, when  a  new  pre- 
emption law  was  passed,  to  continne  in  force 
two  years,  the  average  price  was  $1  St  per 
acre;  and  in  1836,  (throughont  which  the  same 
law  was  in  force,)  ihe  average  price  was  (1  27 
per  acre.  In  1836,  during  the  last  half  of 
which  there  was  no  pre-emption  law,  the  ave- 
rage price  was  but  fl  25  per  acre;  and  again 
in  18B7,  (still  no  pre-emption  law,)  the  average 
price  was  bat  (1  28  per  acre. 

It  alao  appe^^  (said  Mr.  0.)  from  tbs  etate- 
menC  of  the  Commisdoner,  made  in  January 
last,  exhibiting  the  result  of  sales  from  the  22d 
of  Jnne,  1838,  (when  another  pre-emption  law 
passed,)  np  to  the  latest  returns,  that  the  ave- 
rage price  received  for  nearly  seven  millions 
of  acres,  was  but  $1  20  18-100  per  acre;  and  on 
the  port  sold  at  aoolion,  exclusively,  only  $1  26 
86-100  per  acre. 

Now,  (said  Ur.  Clat,)  is  it  not  apparent  that 
the  prices  received  for  the  ten  years  before  the 
commencement  of  the  pre-emption  systAm,  and 
IbOde  received  for  the  nine  years  since,  during 
a  long  portion  of  which  pre-emption  laws  have 
been  in  operation,  are  not  materially  difiierent, 
if  at  all  t  Do  not  these  official  statementa  es- 
tablish that  wereoeive  as  much  money  from  the 
actoal  settler  or  cultivator  as  we  would  recei 
from  the  speculator  or  landmongert  And 
not  the  question  distinctly  presented,  whether 
we  will  sell  tlie  public  domain  in  small  quanti- 
ties, to  men  of  small  capita],  who  will  immedi- 
ately occupy,  improve,  and  render  it  productive, 
or  whether  it  is  our  better  policy  to  sell  at 
auction  to  bands  of  spcciilatorn  and  capitalista 
In  large  quantities,  to  lie  idle  and  nnprofitable 
till  thej  can  extort  the  desired  profit  from  those 
whose  neccMities  oompel  them  to  have  it  ? 
Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  question  for  oar  grave  con- 
^eraUon.  And  Cfui  an  American  Congress 
beiiitate  aa  to  the  answer  we  shall  give  it  by 
our  legislation  t  He  hoped  the  period  when 
there  could  h6  any  doabt  npon  uiis  question 
bad  gone  by,  and  that  now  a  lavorable  response 
wonld  oome  from  all  qnarters. 

He  said  fae  had  omitted  to  mention  one  fact 
connected  with  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
which  was  worthy  of  ooneideratioD— that  was 
the  greater  expense  incurred  by  the  Govem- 
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ment,  in  sales  at  auction,  than  in  those  under 
the  pre-emption  laws,  or  by  private  entry.  la 
the  latter,  the  Government  was  at  no  eiptnse 
whatever,  beyond  the  regular  and  estabMed 
salary  and  oommieuons  of  the  registers  ood 
receivers ;  while  the  sales  at  auction  invoUetl 
additional  expenses,  in  the  employment  ot  auc- 
tioneers, extra  compensation  to  re^stcn  mi 
receivers,  and  expenditure  for  additiooal  da\ 
hire — he  had  not  made  any  pretnse  CEtimite— 
but  probably  amounting  to  at  leaat  fooT  ot  £ie 
per  centum.  And  this  amount  of  addiiiottil 
expense  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  small  a- 
ceas  above  the  minimum,  wliich  might  sjipai 
to  be  gained  by  sales  at  auction. 

Hut  (said  Mr.  Clat)  snppoee  the  Govcnunent 
were  to  profit  even  to  double  tlie  amount  of  tk 
average  excess  which  may  be  supposed  to  tf- 
pear  by  the  reports  from  the  General  Land 
Office,  to  which  he  had  referred,  wonld  ILb 
paltry  difference  of  two  or  three,  or  eTca  lea 
cents  an  acre,  be  a  sufficient  inducement  intli 
American  stateemon  to  leopard  the  peace,  Ibe 
safety,  and  the  interest  of  tlie  numerous  fomDia 
which  are  annually  setUed  on  the  public  landil 
No,  sir ;  the  Government  would  lose  iDfinitelj 
more  by  such  a  conrse,  in  paralyzing  the  ene^ 
gies,  and  crippling  the  resources  of  those  httij 
and  enterprismg  pioneers,  than  could  be  am- 
pensated  by  any  pecuniary  gain. 

Bir,  (s^d  Mr.  Clat,)  money  is  the  EmallKt, 
end  about  the  last,  con^deration,  that  ehoold 
enter  into  or  influence  our  policj  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  domain.  It  is  a  ron^lder- 
ation  which  has  never  controlled  the  polic;  of 
other  Governments,  over  which  it  is  our  prid« 
to  boast  a  snperiority.  It  was  not  the  liblicj 
of  Great  Britain,  stiU  less,  perhaps,  of  France 
and  Spain,  in  the  disposition  of  the  Undj 
claimea  by  them  at  an  earlier  period  of  our  liis- 
tory.  Occupancy,  cultivation,  and  improte- 
ment  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  were  lb> 
considerations  npon  which  they  granted  Iht 
lands  of  the  Crown. 

Nor  was  money  the  consideration  which  {a- 
duced  the  origind  States  to  cede  portioDS  of 
their  territory,  except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  to  lid 
in  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  contru^ed 
in  the  war  of  independence.  They  had  much 
more  exalted  purposes  in  view ;  to  put  don 
controversies  about  territorisl  limitfl;  to  quiet 
jealousies  between  the  diSbrcnt  members  of  th« 
confederacy ;  to  build  up  prosperona  commmn- 
ties ;  to  create  new  States,  and  thereby  add 
new  etars  to  the  bright  constellation  of  our 
glorious  Union.  These  were  the  bright  and 
laudable  motives  which  operated-  upon  all  the 
States  which  made  cessions  of  their  terrilor}'; 
itwasapparentiuall  the  compacts  between  thwe 
States  and  the  General  Government,  cspedaUj 
in  that  of  Virginia,  the  mother  of  States;  and 
not  the  snrdia  conuderation  of  making  idc«? 
for  themselves,  or  tlie  General  Govemment. 

Ho  further  remarked,  that  the  bill  under  too- 
sideratioD  might  be  fairly  re^rded  merel.'  ^  * 
measure  to  change  the  mode  tasale  from  auctioia 
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to  private  entey.  He  thoogfat  he  bad  sofB- 
dentlf  shown  that  it  would  not  materiall  j  affect 
the  uDOimt  of  revesae  derived  from  tba  sooroa, 
evea  if  the  quanUty  sold  should  be  the  same. 
Bat  he  said  the  sales  voald  nndonbtedl;  be 
grestly  augmented,  and,  conaeqaentljr,  mnch 
mare  monej'  woald  be  brought  into  the  Treas- 
11T7  within  a  given  period,  than  under  the 
prewnt  ^stnn. 

This  bill,  too,  was  lV«e  from  the  objections 
vhich  had  been  ni^^  agtunst  the  other  pre- 
emption laws  of  the  last  twelve  jears.  It  nod 
be«a  urged  Qiat,  b;  those  pre-emption  laws, 
rewards  were  given  to  persons  who  were  tres- 
passers on  the  pnblic  property,  who  were  worth- 
less in  character,  and  who  set  the  law  at  defi- 
ance, by  settling  npon  the  pnbllo  domain,  with 
no  more  right  than  thej  had  to  seize  upon  the 
poblio  I^easnrj,  npon  our  vessels  of  war,  and 
oar  tbrts  and  araenals.  Ifow  euoh  was  not  the 
bin  nnder  consideration.  Here  the  bill  was 
prospective,  unless  it  was  in  respect  to  those 
who  had  become  settlers  since  the  date  of  the 
last  pre-emption  law.  The  main  object  of  the 
bill  was  not  to  protect  those  who  were  called 
trespaaters  and  violators  of  the  laws,  but  to 
My  to  the  hardy  cnltivator  of  the  limd,  who 
jnve  an  earnest  of  bring  a  cultivator,  that  he 
dioald  be  safe  in  the  possession  of  the  fruita  of 
his  labor.  Nor  was  it  confined,  as  was  said  by 
another  class  of  objectors^  to  the  inhabitsnta  of 
tbe  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  the  great 
West,  Heretofore  it  bad  been  urged  that  the 
bllli  were  partial— it  was  objected,  not  only 
that  they  were  rewarding  the  violators  of  the 
lav,  but  that  tber  were  confining  its  advan- 
tages to  them  ana  to  the  settlers  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  States  and  Territories ;  but 
thiswasbroaderin  its  provisions,  and  it  hold  out 
the  same  indncemcnts  to  the  indostrions  and  en- 
terprising of  the  old  States,  that  it  held  out  to  the 
new  States.  Now,  he  regarded  this  as  on  im- 
portant feature  in  this  bill,  and  one  which,  with 
due  deference  for  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion,  it  seemed  to  him  should  silence  all 
objectors,  leaving  out  of  view  the  enthnmasm 
la  favor  of  log-cabins  and  their  occupants,  which 
bad  been  prevailing  for  some  Ume  past  Bnt  by 
tbis  law  the  poor  man  of  the  old  States  had  it 
placed  within  his  power,  if  indostrions  and  en- 
terpri^ng,  to  go  forward  to  the  new  States, 
with  a  guarantee  held  out  to  bim  of  a  title  to 
his  land  on  the  payment  to  the  Government  of 
|1  S6  per  acre.  It  seemed  to  him  that  by  the 
old  States  it  sbonld  be  regarded  with  more  fa- 
vor than  by  the  new  States.  In  the  new  States 
they  had  loomed  by  eiperience,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  enterprise  and  industry,  that  they  could 
be  independent.  There  were  in  those  Territo- 
ries few  wealthy  landlords,  with  crowds  of 
tenants  around  them ;  bnt  he  sbould  be  pleased 
to  know  what  number  of  freemen  there  were 
in  the  older  States  who  were  not  freeholders, 
hot  who  were  dependent  on  thair  daily  labor 
for  the  support  ofthemselvea  and  their  fiunilies. 


They  were  doubtless  very  numerous — and  to 
all  snoh  tbe  bill  held  out  tbe  promise  of  relieC 

A  oitiien  of  an  dd  State,  ii  he  stukds  in  need 
of  a  permanent  borne,  to  sabdst,  rear,  and  edu- 
cate his  family,  is  here  guaranteed  one,  if  be 
bos  the  enterprise  to  sedt  it.  Now  was  tbero 
any  objection  to  this  I  It  was  the  principle  of 
a  free  Government  that  every  oiluen  ^onld 
hove  the  power  of  free  looomodon — that  every 
one  should  have  the  right  to  remove  from  ana 
port  to  another,  and  even  to  abandon  his  coun- 
try if  he  thought  proper.  Let  not,  then,  this 
be  any  longer  called  a  new  State  meoscre,  or 
one  that  is  partial  in  ita  operation ;  it  was  no 
longer  calculated  to  benefit  Iho  new  States  or 
Territories,  but  to  benefit  every  one,  from  one 
end  of  this  wide-spread  confederacy  to  tbe 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  Just  to  the 
Government;  it  only  required  tbatamanaLould 
beoome  a  cultivator  of  the  soil — that  he  should 

filace  himself  on  any  part  of  the  uncaltivated 
uida,  and  pay  to  Government  the  minimum 
price.  It  was  equal  is  its  operation — holdinic 
out  the  same  boon  to  citizens  of  tbe  old  as  well 
as  the  new  States— and  requiring  the  same 
price  from  alL 

This  measure,  then,  not  only  recommended 
itself  to  the  fitvor  of  all  those  who  uapportcd 
the  pre-emption  projects  of  the  last  twelve 
years,  bat  it  assumed  higher  ground :  instead 
of  being  partinl  in  its  operation— instead  of 
being  oonnned  to  the  new  States  and  Territo- 
ries, it  extended  the  privilege  alike  to  the  oiti- 
Eens  of  all  tbe  twenty-nx  States ;  while  it  was 
liberal  to  the  people,  it  did  no  injustice  to  the 
Government;  and  he  trusted  it  would  pau 
with  a  unanimity  with  which  no  other  meas- 
ure ever  has  passed  in  regard  to  the  pnblifi 

Mr.  BBNTOjf  said  the  two  bills  standing  to- 
gether on  tbe  special  orders,  in  relation  to  tbe 
pnblic  lands,  the  one  for  graduating  the  price, 
and  the  other  for  re-establishing  a  permanent 
pre-emption  system,  wore  bills  upon  the  same 
sabject,  mutually  couneoted  with  each  other, 
and  very  fit  and  proper  to  be  discussed  and 
passed  together.  It  would  be  difficult  to  dio- 
cuss  one  withont  disonsslng  the  other ;  and,  ta 
it  would  save  time,  and  be  within  the  rules  of 
propriety  and  order,  he  ^onld  avail  himself  of 
the  discossion  of  one  to  speak  of  both. 

It  would  be  recollected,  that  he  had  hereto- 
fore spoken  of  the  sentiments  of  the  present 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  (Mr.  Van  Bn- 
BEir,)asbeingfevorableto  the  principles  of  both 
bills— as  liBving  presented  his  opinions  to  that 
effect  in  official  Messages— and  be  had  tAken  it 
upon  himself  to  say  that  he  was  entitled  to 
more  credit  for  the  sentiments  he  hod  express- 
ed, and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  this  subject 
than  any  public  man  in  the  United  States;  and 
ho  (Mr.  Bkstoji)  had  said  these  things  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  what  he  was  saying,  and  with 
a  full  determination  to  prove  what  he  sud 
when  the  proper  c^^rtonity  presented  itself 
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That  opportnnity  bad  now  arrived.  The  two 
bills  were  before  the  Senate;  the  diBOQBdon 
bad  commenced  npoD  tbem ;  and  the  officiallT 
expressed  opinions  of  the  President  were  fit 
and  proper  matter  to  be  presented  to  the  Ben- 
ate.  He  wonld,  therefore,  present  the  recum- 
mendatioQS  of  President  Van  Bckes  on  the 
■nbject  of  pre-emptions  and  gradoated  prices 
of  the  pnbllo  lauds,  sa  he  fonna  them  in  hia  on- 
DQal  Messages,  and  be  would  afterwards  saj 
something  in  Justification  of  hia  assertion,  that 
Ur.  Van  Bcrer  deserved  more  credit  for  his 
conduct  on  the  qaestioa  of  the  pablio  lands, 
and  was  entitled  to  more  gratitnde  from,  the 
onltivating  and  farming  interest,  than  anj  other 
jmblio  man  in  America. 

The  first  extract  to  which  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  was  fhtm  tlie  Presi- 
dent's UesMge  of  December,  1&S7,  which  was 
tn  the  following  words  : 

"  A  large  portion  of  our  citiiens  hate  seated  them- 
■clves  on  the  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
&e  pussge  of  the  lut  pre-emplioa  U«,  and  now     ' 
the  euictmeut  of  anotlier  to  enable  them  to  retain 
lands  occupied,  noon  payment  of  the  minimum  (j 
cmment  price.    They  ask  that  which  hsa  been 
peatedly granted befora.   If tfaefutDremaf bejudged 
of  by  the  put,  little  harm  can  be  done  to  ibe  Imot- 
«ns  of  tbe  Treiiury  by  yielding  to  their  TeqneaL 
Upon  a  critical  eivniuatioD,  it  is  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  salea,  since  the  Intioduction 
of  caali  pBymenlB,  in  1820,  have  nroduced,  on  aa 
avenge,  the  net  revenue  of  only  ui  cents  an  acre 
more  than  the  nluimum  Oovetnment  price.     There 
it  uoreaBon  to  suF^Mae  that  future  sales  will  be 
productive.     The   Govemmeut,  therefbre,  hai 
adequate  pecuniary  inlerest  to  induce  it  to  drive 
people  from  the  Isnds  they  occupy,  for  the  purpoae 
of  selling  them  to  others."    ••••••"A 

policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object  of 
selling  the  lands  for  the  ereatest  posrihle  sum  of 
money,  without  r^ard  to  b^er  consideratioD*,  flods 
but  few  adrocatei.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  generally 
conceded,  that,  while  the  mode  of  diepoaiiion  adopted 
by  the  Oovemment  ehonid  always  be  a  prudent  one ; 
yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be  the  early  settle- 
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cultivation  of  flia  lands  sold ;  and  that  it 
should  discountenance,  if  it  cannot  prevent,  the  ae- 
oumulation  of  large  tracts  ta  the  lame  hands,  which 
muitnecciBuily  retard  the  growth  of  the  new  Statei, 
or  entail  upon  them  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  ita  at- 
tendant evils. ' 

In  the  Uessage  of  December,  1B38,  he  foond 
the  following  passage; 

"  Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
aesmon,  to  grant  pre-emption  riglils  to  setUen  on 
the  public  lands,  has  as  yet  t>eeu  too  limited  to  enable 
us  to  proBouDce  witb  sarGty  upon  the  efficacy  of  its 
proviiiona  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  libera]  policy  of 
the  Government  in  that  respect.  There  ii,  however, 
the  best  reisou  to  antidpale  favorable  rcsnlti  from  Its 
opctatioB.  The  recommendations  formerly  submitted 
to  you  In  respect  to  a  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  remain  to  be  finally  acted  upon.  Baring 
found  no  reason  to  ohango  tiie  riewg  then  exprecsed, 
your  atceotioo  to  them  is  again  respectfullyrequeated." 


"  On  a  former  occaaloii  your  attention  wm  iaiild 
to  various  oonrideiatious,  In  tnpport  of  a  pnenpdon 
lav  in  behalf  of  the  settleison  the  public  lands,  udiln 
of  a  law  gradnaUug  the  prices  for  such  landi  m  had 
loi«  been  in  the  marliet  nnadd,  in  coBseqncMe  cf 
their  inferior  quality.  The  execution  of  the  kI 
which  was  passed  on  the  Snt  sulyect,  has  been  it- 
tended  with  the  happiest  conseqnenoesi  fa  qpdctiag 
titles,  and  securing  hnpnivementa  to  tbeiadwBiciia; 
and  It  has  also,  to  a  very  gratifying  extent,  beet  a- 
empt  from  the  frauds  wmdi  were  practised  mdct 
prerious  pre-emption  laws.  It  baa,  at  the  Mm*  liD^ 
as  WIS  anticipated,  contributed  liberally  dnriiig  (hi 
present  year  to  the  recripts  of  the  IVeanuy. 

"  The  ptsaage  of  a  graduation  law,  with  the  gBodi 
before  reconunended,  would  also,  I  am  penuded, 
add  considerably  to  the  revenne  for  several  j<ai^ 
and  prove  in  other  respects  just  and  beneBcul. 

"  Tour  early  consideration  of  the  lutgect  ia  (tort- 
fore  once  more  eameelly  requested." 

And,  lastly,  fl-om  the  Ueatage  of  December, 
1810,  he  made  the  following  quotation : 

"  The  available  babnce  in  the  Treainry  on  Um  W 
of  January  nextjis  eatlmated  at  one  millim  and  i 
halfofdollais.  TUs  sum,  with  the  expected  tecripH 
from  all  sonrcea  daring  the  next  year,  wOl,  it  i) 
believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  OovcrudchIW 
meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  luitable  bihnn 
in  the  Treasury  it  the  end  of  the  year,  If  the  km- 
dial  measures  connected  with  the  costoma  and  da 
public  lands,  beretofore  recommended,  iliall  bt 
idopted,  and  the  new  apprO[KiBtions   by  Courrai 


shall  I 


it  cari7  the  expeni^turea  beyond  the  o< 


Now  these  were  extracts  from  the  (bnr  dif- 
ferent Hesaages  from  Mr,  Van  Bubei  dnriog 
the  four  years  that  he  had  filled  the  Preniloi- 
tial  chair.  The  extracts  spoke  for  themielvM; 
they  showed  the  sentiments  of  the  Presidept; 
and  they  showed  him  to  be  what  a  pttiii* 
President  should  be— the  nncompromising  «*■ 
my  of  specnlators,  and  tho  frank  and  thoroogfa 
friend  of  the  settlers  and  cnltivators.  Tbs 
Preddeot  waa  for  pre-emptions,  and  gradustiTe 
prices ;  and  these  were  the  two  things  which 
tho  spocolators  abhor,  which  the  good  of  thj 
country  required,  and  what  every  settler  vA 
cnltivator  had  beien  demanding  for  manjyes^ 
The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Van  Bukcn  weremtM 
clear  on  theM  two  great  pointa.  He  had  spot- 
en  for  himself,  and  that  not  once,  or  twice,  bat 
fonr  times ;  not  in  a  private  conversation,  or  in 
a  letter,  or  in  electioneering  harangues,  but 
ofEcially  and  publicly,  in  his  high  character  of 
President,  and  under  the  rwponaibilily  <>f  tl* 
constitntional  injonotion  to  recommend  toCOT- 
gress  the  measures  which  he  deemed  proper  for 
their  consideration.  These  were  tlie  sentltnena 
—this  the  condnct  of  President  Van  BrMS; 
and  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  taken  tbnj 
sentiments  up,  and  expressed  them — the  etadw 
manner  in  which  he  had  taken  tiiem  oj^  tod 
the  respondble  manner  in  wUoh  be  had  u- 
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pressed  them— he  had  placed  Iiimself  at  the 
Mad  of  the  llat  of  the  Meods  of  the  gradoati 
■od  pro-emplion  policj,  and  had  entitled  hi 
idf  to  tiie  gratitude  and  confidence  of  all  the 
frieoda  of  these  meaanrra. 

Jle  accorded  this  high  praise  to  Ur.  Va!(  Bu- 
BU  wltltont  anj  reservation,  and  withoat  any 
uceptioa  vhatever.  He  excepted  nobod)' — 
not  even  any  one  from  the  new  States— and 
least  of  all  did  he  except  himself.  He  (Ur. 
BEyrov)  and  others  troia  the  new  States,  who 
had  sapported  the  pre-emption  and  the  (nadua- 
tioo  policy,  had  done  their  dntj  in  a  goou  cause, 
hot  iiuAr  merit  could  not  be  equal  to  that  of 
statesmen  from  the  Atlaatio  Status,  who  had 
renonnoed  tmfonnded  pr^ndices  ngaiost  these 
important  measures,  and  became  their  ardent 
Ripporters,  and  that  against  a  powerfkil  adverse 
interest.  This  was  the  case  of  Mr.  V*k  Bureh. 
He  was  a  memher  of  that  Senate  when  these 
mcasaree  had  bnt  few  frienda  there,  and  when 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  the  pre-emption 
bills  for  their  benelit,  and  the  graduation  btli, 
were  all  sccostomed  to  be  denounced,  and  that 
hy  Western  men,  in  terms  of  nnmeasnrod  con- 
demnation. Hr.  Vu4  BuBBX  wns  a  member  of 
thia  bodj  whea  he,  (Hr.  Bbiitos,)  almost  soli- 
tary and  alcne,  pleaded  the  cause  of  tho  West- 
»n  pioneer — olsimed  protection  far  the  men- 
torioos  settler — and  argned  the  justice  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  the  pablio  lands  according 
to  its  reduced  quality  end  Tslne.  Bis  Holitarj 
voice  was  overpowered  at  that  time,  and  hia 
bills  were  treated  as  preposterous,  absurd,  and 
impracticable  measures,  and  were  saiil  to  be 
tMudiated  by  the  people  of  the  West  them- 
aeiTai.  This  waa  what  Mr,  V*if  Bubsn,  in 
common  with  other  Senators  from  the  Atlantic 
Slates,'  was  accustomed  to  hear ;  and  it  was 
natoral  that  soch  representations,  coming  from 
VeMem  men,  should  have  their  inSuence  npon 
a  stranger  to  the  West,  and  prejudice  his  mind 
■gunit  the  settlors  ou  the  public  lands,  and 
•gainst  all  the  measures  intended  for  their  re- 
lief. It  was  natural  that  such  should  be  the 
cSbct  produced ;  and  accordingly  Mr.  Yah  Bd- 
nsN,  with  almost  the  whole  body  of  Atlantic 
Sanaton,  voted  wunst  pre-emptioa  bills,  and 
graduation  bills,  during  Uie  time  tliat  he  was  a 
Senator  on  this  floor;  but  his  mind,  though 
misled,  was  jnst  and  candid,  and  open  to  the 
convictions  of  truth ;  and  dnring  the  four  years 
that  he  pretided  over  this  body — during  t)ie 
EMir  years  of  his  Vice  Presidency  that  lie  sat  in 
the  chair  of  the  President  of  Uie  Senate,  and 
gave  such  ponctoal  attendance  and  such  re- 
spectful attention  to  their  debates — during  these 
four  years  his  prejudices  became  entirely  re- 
moved, and  he  become  &vorab1e  to  the  billfi 
which  he  bad  formerly  opposed.  This  change 
look  place  under  tlie  progresa  of  discussion,  and 
nnder  circumstances  which  proved  that  it  was 
as  disinterested  and  as  fearless,  as  it  waa  en- 
lightened and  equitable.  It  took  place  during 
the  progress  of  an  adverse  measure — the  land 
revenue  distribntlon  bill — a  measure  calculated 


to  enlist  all  the  old  States  against  the  settlen^ 
against  pre-emptdons,  and  Bgwnst  redooed  prices 
of  the  public  lands.    It  waa  In  the  hce  of  this 

antagonist  measure — it  was  during  the  progress 
of  this  adverse  bill,  so  hostile  to  the  settlers  and 
the  new  States,  and  so  well  calculated  to  array 
all  the  old  6tat«»  against  the  new  ones — it  was 
during  the  progress  of  this  measure  which  pre- 
sented BO  much  to  the  hopes  of  a  calculating 
politician,  and  when  some  former  friends  of  the 
new  States  were  faltering  and  giving  way  be- 
fore it— it  was  in  this  crisis  that  Mr.  Vak  Bubut 
became  sensible  of  the  correctness  of  the  grad- 
nation  and  pre-emption  policy;  and  from  that 
time  he  only  waited  the  appropriate  opportuni- 
ty to  manifest  his  sentiments.  That  opportu- 
nity prescntod  itself  when  he  became  President 
of  the  United  Btates,  and  in  that  character  had 
to  discharge  the  constitutional  duty  of  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  measnres  which  he 
deemed  proper  for  their  consideration.  In  ht* 
finft  annual  Message,  he  recommended  the  grad- 
uation and  pre-emption  policy :  in  his  second 
Message  he  did  the  same;  in  the  third  he  re- 
peated the  recommendation;  and  in  his  fourth 
and  lost,  ho  has  adhered  to  it  This  has  been 
his  conduct  in  relation  to  these  important  meas- 
ures ;  and  upon  this  statement  of  facte,  as  con- 
cisely 09  they  were  convctly  etated,  ho  (Mr, 
Benton)  rested  the  assertion,  that  Mr.  Vad 
Bdrbn  stood  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  merito- 
rious friends  of  the  graduation  and  pre-emption 
policy,  and  was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and 
confidence  of  all  who  believed,  as  ho  did,  that 
that  policy  was  the  true  policy  of  the  country, 
combininj;  in  the  highest  degree  the  interest  of 
the  indiTidnal  with  the  interest  of  the  public. 

Having  done  this  Justice  to  Mr.  Viif  Bumnr, 
and  availed  himself  of  the  advantage  of  bis  ar- 
Buments  in  favor  of  the  two  billa  referred  to, 
be  (Mr.  BB»Ton}  would  go  on  to  give  his  own 
tesUmony,  derived  from  exjierlence,  in  their 
favor.  It  waa  now  thirty-one  years  since  he 
had  first  been  called  to  act  In  a  legi»latire  cft- 
pacity  on  the  subject  of  pre-eroptiona,  and  four- 
'       years  since  he  bad  first  moved  the  gradn- 

1  policy  on  thia  floor;  and  all  experience 

had  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  wisdom  and  Justice  of  both  meoaurea.  As 
far  back  as  the  year  1S09,  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  AsBembly  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee — a  member  of  uie  Senate  of  that 
State — and  in  that  capacity,  had  given  hia  cor- 
dial support  to  the  pre-emption  policy,  extend- 
ed by  that  State  to  the  settlers  on  the  publio 
hmds  of  tlie  State  south  of  the  Holslon  River, 
He  had  seen  the  operation  of  tlie  pre-emption 
law  tlien  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  and  he  had  wen  the  operation  of  all  the 
-c-cmptiouIawsaineepaaMed  byCongress,  He 
id  seen  all— literally  seen  it ;  for  his  residence 
._  the  West  enabled  him  to  see  it;  and  be 
conid  truly  cay  that  the  operation  of  tiieae  laws 
had  been  equitable  and  beneficial — good  for  the 
individual  settler— good  for  the  publio  Treas- 
ury-good for  the  country.    He  was,  therefore, 
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oonfirmed  in  the  polioj  bj  the  test  of  experi- 
ence, nnd  ahoold  continoe  to  give  it  an  anient 
support.  He  was  fnr  the  settler — for  the  man 
that  went  forward  amidst  every  danger,  under 
every  privation,  and  agunst  every  hardship,  to 
fanild  hia  Jog-oabin  in  Uie  depth  of  the  wilder- 
ness, and  to  provide  by  hia  labor  and  hia  conr- 
Bge  for  the  support  and  defence  of  hia  family. 
The  soil  shoalu  go  to  the  celtivatora,  was  lua 
doctrine ;  the  first  coiner  having  the  first 
choice ;  tiie  second  comer  the  second  choice ; 
and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  list,  speculators  and 
Mueral  paTchasera  taking  their  choice  after  the 
first  settlers  were  provided  for.  Thns,  esperi- 
enoe  had  tested  the  benefit  of  the  pre-emption 
syatem ;  it  had  done  the  same  with  the  gradn- 
i^on  prinuple,  for  this  principle  bad  been  tried 
in  the  State  of  Tennewoe,  and  had  worked  well 
there :  it  had  been  tried  in  the  State  of  HiBsis- 
sippi,  on  the  Chikasaw  lands,  and  by  virtue  of 
&  clanse  in  their  treaty,  ratified  by  the  Senato 
of  the  United  Statea,  and  had  worked  well 
there.  The  gradnation  principle  had  worked 
well  in  both  these  iustanoea,  and  the  public 
mind  of  all  the  new  States,  and  is  all  the  Terri- 
tories, was  entirely  in  favor  of  it.  It  was  as 
necessary  in  the  old  countries  aa  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  was  in  the  new  ones ;  and  the  current 
of  public  opinion  was  now  so  strong  in  its  fa~ 
Tor,  that  those  who  ridiculed  it  when  he  (Mr. 
Bkhton)  first  bronght  it  forward,  now  eclipsed 
bim  in  their  £eal,  and  laid  hold  of  the  gradna- 
tion  bill  as  a  passport  to  pupularity,  and  as  a 
ladder  to  promotion. 

Hr.  ViisoTjit  rose  to  make  some  inquiry  re- 
specting certain  provisions  of  the  bdL  He 
sud  there  was  a  provision  that  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  every  heed  of  a  family, 
et«,,  should  be  entitled  to  certain  privileges 
therein  mentioned;  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  intended  that  there  should  be 
&  limitation  to  color,  or  whether  blacks  were 
intended  to  be  iuolnded,  as  well  as  white  per- 

He  also  inqoired  whether  the  bill  was  intend- 
ed to  comprehend  aliens  as  well  as  free  citizens. 
It  appeared  to  him,  some  of  the  t«rma  used  in 
the  bill  were  exceedingly  comprehensive,  and 
yet  indefinite.  He  wished  farther  to  know 
how  long  a  person  would  be  required  to  occu- 
py the  public  land,  before  he  would  he  entitled 
to  the  privileges  proposed  by  this  bill ;  and  he 
was  desirous  of  being  iofonned  what  gaard  or 
security  there  was  that  one  person  would  not 
settle  on  ten  or  twelve  successive  sections  of 
land  in  the  same  year. 

He  saw  no  proviuon  respecting  the  length 
of  occupancy,  nor  anjr  to  prevent  a  settler  en- 
tering hidf  a  dozen  or  more  sectjons  at  the  same 
time  ;  and  he  would  be  glad  if  the  Mends  of 
this  bill  would  give  him  the  information  which 
he  desired  before  he  voted  on  the  bill.  He 
ftiriber  observed  that  It  appeared  to  him,  if  this 
hill  passed,  it  would  revolutioniie  the  whole 
land  system  of  the  country,  and  confer  the 
power  on  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  dis- 


trict, and  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Offlee 
— higher  judicial  power  than  wss  known  to  h* 
bestowed  to  any  officers  in  this  couutr;;  in 
truth,  the  whole  land  would  be  subject  to  t 
centrical  system,  and  the  existing  laiid  aptem 
mi^ht  be  dispensed  with.  He  ftrth«r  com- 
plamed  that  the  bill  would  be  unequal  m  lu 
operation,  and  consequently  unjnst  to*n4i 
eome  portion  of  our  citizens,  who  ooold  cot  ij 
possibdity  derive  the  slightest  advantage  tvn 
this  law.  He  insinuated  that  those  "boji" 
of  eighteen  years  of  age,  who,  by  ftis  «*, 
would  bo  entitled  to  pre-emption,  would  ta 
twenty-one  four  years  hence ;  and  after  atit- 
iog  that  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  disnu- 
siou  of  this  bill,  concluded  by  obserring  thil 
he  was  opposed  to  its  whole  policy. 

Ho  afterwards  again  rose,  and  moved  fin 
amendment  of  a  section  to  which  he  hsd  re- 
ferred, by  introdncing  the  word  "white"  be- 
fore "  persons,"  tliereby  limiting  the  right  to 
pre-emption,  so  as  to  exclude  persona  of  colw. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  sjo 
and  noes  thereon,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, OS  follows  r 

Tiis.— Hesars.  Allen,  Andenoi,  Benton,  Bnc^ 

an,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  *i»ViiiTia  Clay  of  Keotull, 
Clayton,  CritWnden,  Diioo,  Pultoo,  Graham,  Hra- 
derson,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Uingum,  Her- 
rick,  Houtao,  Nicholas,  Norretl,  TieKt,  PraVa, 
Rome,  Bobinson,  Ruggli^e,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Cdddm- 
tlcul,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tippu, 
Walker,  Wnll,  Williams,  and  Young— 37. 
NiX.— Mr.  Portci^l. 

Mr.  MiNonn  then  moved  the  insertion  of  Uu 
words  "being a  citizen  of  the  United  Stala" 
after  the  words  "  single  man,"  so  as  to  exdnde 
aliens  from  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Mr,  Caluotut  ingnlred  whether,  in  poult  tJ 
fact,  any  but  a  citizen  could  hold  land ;  mo 
he  was  informed  that  aliens  conld  hold  land  is 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  also  nndersteo* 
to  say  that  aliens  could  hold  land  in  many  of 
the  new  States.  . 

Mr.  Calhoch  remarked  that  th»  law  in  tiua 
porticnlar  shoidd  conform  to  the  laws  of  Ibt 
respective  States. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  etad  this  w»s  no  n«* 

Juestion ;  but  no  bill  of  this  description  eiw 
id  contiun  a  provision  like  that  now  proposed 
to  be  inserted ;  and  yet  no  evil  was  known  to 
grow  out  of  them.  This  ought  to  bo  satisfse- 
tory  to  the  Senator  from  South  CaroUna. 

Mr,  CiLHOTrir  said  this  was  with  him  a  qsM- 
tion  of  principle ;  and  he  had  merely  made  l» 
inquiry,  that  he  miglit  have  B  knowledge  of 
the  fact.  , 

Mr.  Ssfmc,  of  Indiana,  sud  thb  was  a  bJl  ot 
great  importance ;  and  as  he  was  of  opini« 
that  it  would  require  many  amendnienB|M 
would  snweet,  as  it  was  past  three  o'doA 
the  usual  nonr  of  adjournment,  that  us  w 
should  be  passed  over. 
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Ifr.  BooBAifAN  said  that  tre  onrselvw 
torgot  what  bad  pawed  in  this  bodf .  It  ia  not 
^el  three  years  sinoe  tfaia  Yory  qneition  was 
srgned  at  coosiderabla  lengtb,  and  solemnlj 
decided  hf  the  Senate.  When  the  last  pre- 
emption bill  was  nnder  eomideration,  in  Jan- 
narj,  1B88,  the  Senator  from  Maryland  (ilr. 
UEKaics)  bad  moved  to  ezolade  foreignera 
from  the  beneSt  of  Its  proviaione ;  and  after 
mad  debate  thia  modon  was  negatived.  EYom 
the  tnTestfgation  vbioh  then  took  plaoe,  the 
&et  w«s  ceMliahed,  that  from  the  very  ban- 
ning <^  OUT  land  aalee,  foredgnen  had  always 
be«i  pemntted  to  pnrohaae  the  public  lands  in 
the  same  manner  aa  if  tfaej  were  our  own  citi' 
too.  No  inoonTenienee  had  ever,  to  hia 
knowledge,  resulted  from  this  practice.  No 
parson  BveD  now  proposed  to  change  it.  This 
wad  the  established  policy  of  the  country.  The 
attempt  now  made  was  not  to  prevent  foreign- 
en  from  purchasing  the  public  lands,  but  from 
acqmring  the  right  of  pre-emption.  For  hia 
own  part,  he  thought  that  the  alien  who  came 
to  this  country,  traversed  the  Atlantic  States, 
and  made  a  aettlem^it  with  his  family  In  t)ie 
wildem««9  of  the  fiir  West,  ought  not  to  be 
eicloded  from  the  privilege  of  purcha^g  at 
the  mininnrai  price,  in  preference  to  all  other 
penons^  the  small  tract  of  land  which  he  bad 
unproved,  merely  beoanse  he  bad  drawn  his 
fint  breath  in  a  foreign  land.  In  this  particn- 
lu  he  ought  to  be  plooed  on  the  same  footing 
with  onr  own  citizens. 

Tbe  uniform  practice  of  Belling  the  public 
lauds  to  foreignera  hiterfered  witit  no  right  of 
any  of  tbe  States,  no  matter  whether  aliens 
rem  permitted  to  pnrehaee  lands  under  their 
laws  or  not.  The  title  thna  acquired  by  tbe 
alien  would  be  good  againat  alt  mankind  ex- 
cept the  sovereign  State  within  whose  limits 
the  land  was  situated.  If  nnder  its  laws  atieas 
conld  not  hold  real  estate,  the  State  might  for- 


On  the  contrary,  they  were  all  glad 
that  emigrants  from  other  countries  should 
porchaae  and  cultivate  these  lands.  He  was, 
thetefore,  prepared,  both  on  principle  and 
policy,  to  vote  against  tbe  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Oorolinn,  (Ur.  Hakodh.) 

Mr.  Olay,  of  Kentucky,  aald  it  was  very  true 
that  this  qneeljon,  as  had  been  observed  by  the 
Benator  ftom  Pennaylvania,  had  been  rused 
some  years  ago ;  and  he  also  believed,  beyond 
the  moant^ns,  aliens  were  allowed  to  hold 
land,  bat  he  also  believed  that  there  was  some 
coadition  required  in  almost  all  the  Btatee— in 
some  of  them,  areeideDoe  of  two  or  three 
years.  Now  it  might  be  a  qnestioa  whether 
they  ahotild  extend  the  privilege  except  to  those 
holding  by  Bt«te  authority — and  aliens  who 
hold  wwe  not  entitled  to  a  vote — but  be  (Mr. 
CiAT)  waa  opposed  on  principle  to  the  propoai- 
tion  Uiat  aliens  should  be  invited  from  every 
p<»tion  of  the  habitable  globe,  to  take  posiea- 


sion  of  tbe  public  lands  on  terma  ao  peculiarly 
favorable  as  were  proposed  by  this  bSl, 

Whilst  a  man  is  an  alien,  owing  ailegiance  to 
any  foreign  power,  he  ongbt  not  to  exercise 
tbe  ri^C  of  franohiae  tn  our  conntry ;  nor 
ought  either  the  serft  of  ,Biu8ia,  or  the  subjeota 
of  Austria,  or  of  England  or  France,  bound  by 
their  allegiance  to  a  foreign  potentate,  to  b« 
allowed,  nntU  they  renoonced  their  fealty  to 
thdr  original  potentate,  to  enjoy  the  privdege 
of  American  freemen.  On  this  question  he 
hoped,  nether  there  nor  elsewhere,  woold 
there  be  aqy  diversity  of  opinion,  whatever 
there  might  be  of  tbe  necesaty  of  a  greater  or 
less  restriction  in  the  acquisition  of  the  rights 
of  an  American  citisen  in  the  different  Btages 
of  the  national  progress,  in  its  infonoy  and 
maturity.  There  was  another  point  on  which 
there  ought  not  to  be  any  diversity  of  opinion. 
Though  it  might  be  the  practice  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  sell  the  Boil  of  our  country  alike  to 
aliens  as  to  citizens,  there  shonld  not  be  extend- 
ed an  invitation  to  aliens  to  come  and  purohaae 
our  land ;  and  yet  snob  would  be  the  effect  of 
this  bill  It  was  a  question  of  sound  policy 
whether  they  would  hold  ont  to  all,  without 
or  within  this  oountry,  these  peculiar  privileges 
of  pre-emptionera.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  should  con- 
form hia  vote  to  that  which  be  had  given  this 
question  three  years  ago, 

Mr.  BnoBAKAiT  said,  that  like  tbe  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Olat,1  he  wonld  most 
cordially  adhere  to  thevote  which  bo  had  given 
on  this  question  three  years  ago.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator,  that  until  a  foreigner  became 
a  citizen,  be  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  ex- 
eroise  tbe  elective  franchise.  But  the  present 
case  was  far  different.  What,  after  all,  was 
this  privilege  of  pre-emption,  about  which  we 
had  heard  somnchf  Was  it  agiftof  the  landt 
No.  Was  it  a  sale  of  tbe  land  below  the  ordi- 
nary price  fixed  upon  it  by  the  Government! 
OerUunly  not.     What  then  waa  it  t 

We  had  aoertsined  by  long  experience  that 
the  pnhlio  lands,  frtun  some  cause  or  other,  do 
not  command  at  pnblio  sole  on  an  average  more 
than  two  or  three  cents  per  acre  more  tiian  the 
minimum  price.  The  reason  of  thia,  we  may 
eo^y  ooniectnre!  The  bands  of  speculators 
who  attena  these  sales,  combine  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  down  the  price  to  themiuimnm 
standard.  They  are  thus  enabled  to  obtain  the 
choice  tracts  at  but  one  or  two  cents  above  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  aar&  Now 
what  is  tbe  great  privilege  which  we  confer  by 
this  bill  t  It  is  nothing  more  then  this  :~that 
the  man  who  goes  into  the  wildemass — selects 
a  quarter  section  of  land — erects  his  log-cabin 
Dpon  it,  and  brings  it  into  a  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, shall  not  be  tomed  ont  of  house  and  home 
by  any  sreedy  speculator  who  may  have  cast 
his  longing  eyes  upon  it.  This  spot  of  land  it 
not  offered  at  public  sale,  but  is  reserved  ftv 
the  actual  settler,  ptvndtd  ht  paj/i  for  it  in 
ouA  at  tiU  ratt  of  ont  doliar  and  tieaUf/-flt9 
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poesibUi^,  loM  one,  two,  or  throe 
Acre,  in  BecnriDg  to  this  pour  luan  bis  selected 
homa.  Tbii  ia  tbe  Bom  total  of  the  benefit  to 
him  and  the-  loaa  to  the  TreaBiirj;  without 
bringing  into  the  noconnt  the  advantage  wbioh 
the  oonntry  derives  from  having  ita  vsoant 
lands  settled  and  cultivated  bj  a  brave  and 
hard7  population. 

Now,  in  regard  to  aliens.  The  Senator  has 
admitted  that,  from  tbe  origin  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment until  the  present  daj,  thef  have  been 
permitted  to  pnrcbase  the  pnblio  lands  of  the 
West,  either  at  pnblio  sale  or  by  private  entry. 
This  fact  ia  incontrovertible.  Then  why  make 
an  odious  distinction  against  foreigners  in  this 
particnlor  caM  ?  If  you  permit  Uiem  to  pnr- 
ehase  in  every  other  form,  why  deny  to  them 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  as  pre-emptioners  1 
Tbe  alien  who  flies  from  oppression  at  home, 
and  makes  his  way  into  toe  far  West,  and 
there  fixes  bia  bsbitatiou,  at  the  same  time 
places  his  body  as  a  barrier  against  the  attacks 
of  the  savage  foe  which  your  policy  has  col- 
lected on  that  frontier;  snch  aliens  thus  fnr- 
nuh  stronger  evidence  of  their  fidelity  to  the 
oomitry,  and  of  their  intention  to  become  oiti- 
aena,  tlian  they  eonld  do  by  a  mere  declaration 
to  this  effect,  nnder  the  naturalization  laws, 
thongh,  he  presumed,  such  a  declaration  was 
made  by  them  in  almost  every  initance,  A 
maa  who  merely  does  this,  may  change  his 
intention  before  he  becomes  a  citizen ;  but  the 
man  who  mokes  a  settlement  on  the  pnblio 
land,  and  parchoses  it  from  the  Qovemment, 
thus  identifies  his  own  fate  and  that  of  his 
ftunily,  for  weal  or  for  woe,  with  our  Govem- 
Tavb\,  From  such  men  we  have  nothing  to 
apprehend.  And  shall  we  suffer  even  the  alien 
speculator,  who  baa  no  intention  of  ever  be- 
ooming  a  citizen,  to  purchase  the  humble  dwell- 
ing of  this  poor  mail,  ami  drive  him  out  of 
possession  t  Snch  might  often  be  the  case,  if 
it  were  not  for  your  pre-emption  laws.  For 
my  own  part,  I  shall  always  most  cheerfully, 
as  long  as  1  shall  be  honored  with  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  grant  this  trifling  privil^;e  to  the  aqtual 
tetder,  whether  he  has  emigrated  from  the  old 
to  the  new  States,  to  improve  his  condition,  or 
has  fled  from  oppression  in  the  old  world,  to 
live  under  the  protection  of  our  Republican  in- 
atitutioQS. 

lit.  Bsntiir  sud  there  were  no  restrictions 
in  Missouri  upon  the  aoqnisition  of  lands  by 
aliens — that  it  waa  tiie  policy  of  the  State  to 
enconmge  emigration,  and  she  had  therefora 
placed  foreigners  on  a  level  with  citizena  in 
what  relates  to  the  rights  of  property. 

With  respect  to  tiie  present  motion  to  e«- 
clude  aliens  from  the  benefit  of  the  pre-emption 
laws,  be  said  It  waa  the  repetitjon  of  a  motion 
which  hod  been  mode  two  years  ago,  and 
which  had  been  then  rejected ;  and  he  saw  no 
new  rration  fur  bringing  it  forward  now.  It 
was,  in  his  opinion,  an  impolitic  and  an  nnwisa 
motion,  and  the  reaoons  given  for  it  wore  im- 


founded  and  untenable.  'What  were  Hkm 
reasons!  Why,  that  it  gives  a  rig^t  in  <hd 
soil  to  emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  tuforc 
they  have  atgnred  alle^ance  to  thni  iiiti?e 
country,  and  encourages  the  refuse  (tf  the  £q. 
ropean  population  to  come  to  oar  eaasliy. 
Now  this  hill  could  offer  inducements  to  ito 
one  to  come  but  such  as  meant  to  live  bj  their 
labor,  and  by  the  must  uneful  and  hoilonUe 
of  all  pursuits— that  of  agriculture.  To  ndi 
only  could  the  pre-emptive  privilege  be  in  ln' 
duoement  to  leave  their  own  conatry  sad  it- 
move  to  the  United  States  \  and  all  such  mM 
be  most  welcome  accessions  to  our  p(q>iilit>iu. 
To  receive  the  benefit  of  the  bill,  the  enigraiil 
mnst  p7  and  settle  on  tlie  public  land— hs  ausi 
clear  it  and  cultivate  it,  build  a  log-csbin  ipoi 
it,  and  inhabit  it.  This  was  a  real  pledged 
fidelity  to  the  conntry — a  better  one  thu  en 
oath  of  abjuration  of  foreign  allegiance  could 
give.  The  settler,  under  such  circnmetsncn, 
became  at  once  a  meritorioua  inbabitaut;  he 
attached  himself  to  the  soil ;  he  began  to  uid 
to  the  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  by  adding 
to  the  mass  of  the  oatJonol  prodacliM);  M 
took  his  place  among  tlie  farmers,  and  fton 
the  first  moment  felt  his  attachment  to  tbe 
country  in  which  he  was  instantly  elevsted  u 
the  class  of  freeholders;  and  his  feelinpvtn 
commnnioat«d  to  his  children,  and  lore  cl 
America  grew  up  in  their  hearts,  and  prsdont- 
nated  in  their  affections.  For  himself,  be  <)Ii. 
Bbntov)  could  say  that  hisownezperiencevM 
entirely  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  had  »« 
the  effect  of  the  pre-emption  privile^  in  llii- 
suuri  ia  favor  of  foreign  emigrants;  it  dm* 
vast  man;  of  them  to  the  State,  and  insun^ 
converted  them  into  meritorioua  coltivatonii 
the  soil,  Germans,  eepeeiolly,  came  in  n^ 
nnmbera,  and  were  continning  tu  arrive,  lad 
the  country  deeply  &lt  the  Mnefit  of  their 
labors.  They  were  forming  large  Mtti(iK^<% 
and  towns  and  villages,  and  were  inonpan^ 
with  the  population  and  becoming  [iBitofiti 
mass.  The  passage  of  this  bill,  and  its  twin- 
brother,  the  graduation  bill,  by  which  the  in- 
ferior lands  will  be  reduced  in  price,  will  greil- 
ly  augment  this  emigration ;  and  he  (Ur.  Bo- 
ion}  should  rdoice  to  see  it.  Emigrants  nho 
came  here  to  deal  in  money,  found  no  rcsiK- 
tionsnpou  their  acquisitions;  alien  merchult 
or  bankers  may  acquire  million^  and  fUT 
them  away.  To  this  none  of  the  geutkDien 
objected.  Then  why  should  they  objedtoth* 
acquisition  of  a  few  hnndred  dollars'  v^^ 
land  by  an  alien,  when  he  mnat  remain  sud 
cultivate  that  land  for  the  general  good  as  *<U 
OS  for  his  own  individual  benefit,  for  ha  coald 
not  carry  it  away  from  the  country  I  This** 
absnrd ;  and  he  (Ur.  Be-viok)  was  arioniiJin 
to  see  tiie  difference  which  waa  made  betnc^ 
the  acquisition  of  real  and  personal  e^ltU- 
The  alien  banker  or  merchant  may  acquire  na- 
Imited  millions,  and  exercise  vast  inflixac* 
uver  the  policy  end  elections  of  the  ooonlr;; 
the  solitary  cultivator  who  wonld  work  Iiisl"' 
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tie  field  !□  the  woods,  having  no  power  to  in- 
fioeuce  aoybodj,  is  objected  to  «b  &  dnnseroos 
character.  This  was  preposterons,  and  the  ob- 
jection could  not  hold.  The  motion  to  exclode 
aliens  had  been  rejected  heretofore  bj  a  de- 
cided vote  of  the  Senate,  and  be  tnuAed  " 
would  be  so  rejected  «£a!n. 

The  qaestion  on  adopting  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Maitotiu  being  taken,  it 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tua. — Heasn.  Clay  oT  Eentuckj,  Cl^Ttoii,  Cril- 
teoden,  Dixon,  Onhuo,  HunUngtoQ,  En^t,  Uui- 
fom,  Henick,  Prentiss,  FraBton,  and  RuggTe* — 12. 

Nirs. — HcsarB.  AUen,  Aodeison,  BenCou,  Buchin- 
■n,  Cnlboun,  Claj  of  Alabuoa,  Fulton,  Henderaon, 
llubboid.  King,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  Houton,  liicbolaa, 
Norrcll,  Fierce,  Forttr,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  CoDnecticQt,  Smith  of  Indians,  Sturgeon, 
Tsllmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  WsJl,  Willinms,  Wri^t, 
tnd  Yootig — SO. 

And  the  Senate  a^onrned. 


BOUSE  07  SEFaZBXirrATIVES. 

MomtAT,  Janoaiy  4. 
JfTegrott  of  Ih^  Amittad. 
Ur.  Adams,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
poiated  to  exanune  and  report  whether  the 
documents  presented  to  the  Honse  on  this  snb- 
jecl  tukve  been  falsified  in  the  tronslatioo  from 
the  Spanish,  made  the  following  report : 

Tba  Select  Committee  ippolnled  on  the  10th  InsL, 
^th  liberty  to  send  for  persona  and  pipen,  to  Mcer- 
lun  snd  report  to  the  House  whether  tlie  printed 
HoDse  docomeDt  oT  the  list  senioti,  No.  18S,  has 
iMen  falsified,  materiallj  differing  from  tile  msnu' 
Kript  docnineDt  tnuismitted  bj  the  President  of  the 
foiled  Sutea,  and  if  so,  bj  whom  the  said  fidsiflca- 
lion  was  made,  respectfully  report — 

That  a  matOTial  slteratiou  has  been  mudD  from  the 
nuDoscript  transmitted  bj  the  President  (o  tlie 
SaoK  by  the  snbaCJtution  of  the  word  Hound  for  the 
*onl  ladiTui,  In  the  manuscript,  in  tho  translation,  at 
page  48  of  the  printed  document,  of  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  passport  for  49  slaves,  belooging  to 
J,  Ruii,  and  by  tho  sabstitudon  of  ^e  same  word 
•»»!  Tdt  the  word  laditto  in  the  translation  at  the 
4»th  page  of  the  printed  doonmeat,  of  a  pi^wr  pnr- 
P^ng  to  be  a  passport  for  three  slaves  beloDging 
toloP.  Kontei. 

That  this  snhatitution  was  in  both  cases  made  by 
^oha  H.  Trenholm,  the  proof  reader  at  the  office  of 
Unas.  Blur  aod  Bivcs,  the  Fiinters  of  the  House. 

The  committee  submit  herewith  llie  testimony 
™wn  by  ihem  \a  the  pcrformaneo  of  tho  duty  aaaign- 
« to  them  by  the  House,  and  in  which  will  be  seen 
«e  reasons  adduced  by  Ur.  Trenholm  for  nuking 
*™e  allcrationa.  And  they  have  instructed  their 
raairmBQ  to  move  that  they  be  discharged  from  the 
»™er  coMdderaflon  of  the  Butjcct 

J.  Q.  ADAMa 


The 


tiu> 


ni>ort  was  laid  on  the  Uble,  and  with 
MXompaDying    papen,    ordered    to    be 


Meuaga  frm 

IhOtfftnuio/IUprttintaHveio/the  UiuUdBtalti: 
I  thiok  proper  to  eommnnicate  to  the  Hoom  of 
Representatives  in  fiutlier  answer  to  their  rtsolutioiL 
of  the  Slst  ultimo,  the  oorreq>oi>denoe  wUdi  liaa 
since  oconrred  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  Hinisler  on  the  some  sulject. 

H.  VAN  BUBEir. 
WisBnroTOll,  January  2,  IS4I. 

Mt.  Fax  la  Mr.  Firnyth. 

WiSHlMOTON,  Dteanhtr  S9,  IMO. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aclcnowledre  the  reoefot 
of  your  letter  of  the  Seth  instant,  in  which,  in  r^y 
to  a  letter  which  I  bad  addressed  to  you  on  the  ItdL 
you  ooquunt  me  that  the  President  ia  not  prepared 
to  comply  with  my  demand  for  the  liberation  of  Hr. 
Alexander  McLeod  of  Upper  Canada,  now  impris- 
oned at  Locbport  io  the  Slate  of  New  York,  OD  a 
pretended  charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  baring 
been  eng^[cd  In  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
Gsrolioe,  on  the  iSth  of  December,  18ST. 

I  learn  with  deep  regret  that  such  Is  the  dedaion 
of  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States ;  and  I  cannot 
but  foresee  the  very  grave  and  serious  consequences 
that  must  ensue,  if,  berides  the  Iqjury  already  iu- 
Sieted  npon  Ur.  UcLcod,  of  a  vexatious  and  unjust 
Impriaonment,  any  (brther harm  may  bo  done  tonim 
Id  the  progreas  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  ber  U^ealy's 
Qovenmient  in  England,  the  correspondence  tlut  litl 
taken  place,  and  I  shall  await  the  iiirtber  orden  of 
her  M^esty's  Oovemment  with  respect  to  the  Iro- 
portant   question   wtiich   that   correspondence   in- 

Bat  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  close  this  commnnlc*- 
ti<Hi,  without  likewise  teatifylng  my  vast  regret  and 
surprise  at  the  eipresions  whi^  I  End  repeated  in 
your  letter  with  reference  to  the  destruction  (tf  the 
Caroline,     t  iiad  confidently  hoped  that 
t  erroneous  impresaions  of  the  character  of 
'enl,  imposed  upon  the  mind  of  the  United 
States  Gavemment  by  partial  and  exaggerated  repro- 
sentations,  would,  long  since,  liave  been  eSaced  by  a 
more  strict  and  accurate  euuninadan  of  the  foots. 
Such  an  investigation  must  even  yet,  I  am  willing  to    - 
believe,  lead  the  United  States  Government  to  the 
ne  conviction  with  which  ber  Hajcsty's  anCboritlea 
the  spot  were  impressed,  tliat  the  act  was  one,  in 
the  BtricICBt  sense,  of  self-defence,  rendered  abso- 
lutely necessary  by  the  circumstances  of  the  occa- 
sion, for  the  safety  and  protection  of  her  H^esty^ 
subjects,  and  justified  by  the  same  motives  and  prin- 
ciples which,  upon  rinular  and   well-known   occa- 
s,  have  governed  tho  conduct  of  illustrious  oS- 
I  of  the  Unlled  States.     The  steamboat  Caralbe 
a  hostile  veesel,  engaged  in  inrotlcal  war  sgairut 
Hqesty's  people  ;  hired  tVom  her  owners  for  that 
exprew  purpose,  and  known  to  be  so  beyond  the 
possibility  of  donbt.    The  place  whero  it  was  destroy- 
1  was  nominally,  it  is  true,  within  the  territory  <^ 
friendly  power ;  but  the  friendly  power  bad  been 
deprived,  through  overbearing,  piratical  violence,  of 
the  use  of  its  proper  authority  over  that  portion  of 
territory.     The  authorities  of  New  Turk  had  not 
even  been  able  to  prevent  the  artillery  of  tho  ^sle 
from  being  carried  off  pnblidy  at  midday,  to  bo  used 
as  instruments  of  war  against  her  Uqeity's  sntyeols. 
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Itms  ODder  such  drcamBUiKCS,  whkb  it  it  to  be 
boped  will  never  iceur,  that  the  Teasel  wu  ettecked 
br  ■  V"*!  "^  ^^  UiyeKr's  people,  captured,  and  de- 
itiDTed.  i.  ramonMnnoe  igaiitst  the  BCt  in  ques- 
tion hu  been  addfoaaed  bj  the  United  Slate*  to  Iter 
H^eatj'a  Govemnent  in  England.  I  am  not  antlior- 
iied  to  pronounce  the  deddon  of  her  H^jeaty'i  Got- 
enunent  upon  that  lemonatrance ;  but  I  luve  felt 
myertf  bound  to  record,  in  tbe  mean  Lme,  the  aboTo 
opSnItm,  in  order  to  prolcat  in  the  moat  •olemn  man- 
ner BgairiBt  Che  ipiiiCed  and  IotkI  conduct  of  her 
X^ealj's  officers  and  people  being  qualified,  throu^ 
■n  UDfortunale  misapprehenuOD,  aa  I  bellere,  of  we 
beta,  with  ihe  appcllaUon  of  outrage  or  of  murder. 

I  avail  myself  of  thla  occaaioa  to  renew  to  you  the 
■■nnnce  of  my  dfatinguidied  ewiaiderttUon. 

H.  B.  FOi: 
Jfr.  Ibn^  U>  Mr.  For. 

DwrxBtuBn  o»  Biatk, 
Wtihington,  Dae.  81,  lua 

Sis  :  I  IiaTe  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  !Mh  inst  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  SSth,  on  the  subject  of  the  anest  and  detention 
of  Alexander  UcLeod,  ai  one  of  the  peipetiaton  of 
(be  onCiwe  committed  in  New  Toifc  vlien  the  sUam- 
boat  OardiDe  wm  ««ied  and  liumt.  Full  endence 
of  that  outrage  hai  beeo  pHMnted  to  ber  Britaimic 
lUettj's  Government,  with  a  donand  for  redress, 
and  of  coarse  no  (UtexMion  of  the  drcumatancea  here, 
can  be  either  uaefHil  or  proper ;  nor  can  1  auppose  It 
to  be  your  desire  to  invite  IL  I  lake  leave  of  IhiB  sub- 
ject with  this  alDgle  remark,  that  the  opinion  bo 
■tronglj  eiprueed  by  you  on  the  facts  and  prindplea 
InTolfed  in  Che  demand  for  reparation  on  her  U^ea- 
tj^  QoTermnetit  by  the  United  Slatea,  vrould  hanlly 
have  been  huardn],  had  yoo  been  poeseved  of  the 
carefully  collected  teetimony  which  baa  been  preaent- 
•d  to  your  GoTemment  in  aupport  of  that  demand. 

I  avail  myaelf  of  this  occamm  to  renew  to  yoa  the 
•MDiance  of  my  diatiuguiahed  contideTatloD. 

JOHN  P0B8TTH. 

Mr.  FiLLHOBi  moTed  that  the  Meaaagt^  with 
tbe  arcmnpaDylng  documents,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  un  Foreign  RelatioDt,  and  that 
flra  tbonsand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  F.,  before  he  resumed  hiis  seat,  vished  to 
make  a  few  observationa  in  relation  to  the  wm- 
manication  fh)m  tho  Miaister  of  Great  Britain, 
and  ia  regard  to  the  facts  as  stated  by  that  func- 
tionar]'  in  connection  with  the  outrage  apoa 
the  steamboat  Caroline. 

That  boat,  eud  Mr.  F,  aa  I  am  informed  on 
good  authority,  belonged  to  a  man  in  the  city 
of  Bufiolo,  named  William  Wells,  who  was,  and 
is  Dovr,  considered  a  very  peaceable  and  re- 
opeotable  citizen  of  that  city,  The  boat  did  not 
felonp  to  the  "  Patriots,"  or  the  insnrgenta  of 
Ganaoa,  nor  was  It  in  any  way  whatever  under 
their  control  or  authority.  This  being  the  case, 
he  could  nut  conceive  why  the  a|^ei)ation  be- 
stowed upon  it  by  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
oonld  have  been  given.  Tliere  was  no  reason 
for  it.  Yet,  said  Mr.  F.,  he  boa  thought  proper 
to  call  tbe  boat  a  piradcal  Teasel,  in  the  employ 
of  those  penona  oenomiDated  Canadian  Fatri- 


bnming  of  the  Caroline,  which  wert  h  M- 
Iowa: 

Mr.  Wella,  at  the  time  the  insnr^ti  mn 
ia  the  occnpation  of  Kavr  Idind,  m  Niigtn 
Blver,  on  tho  Canadiao  aide,  waa  then  in  Uw 
city  of  BnfiUo,  twenty  milea  above.  Be  tiitn 
applied  to  the  onttom-honae  aothurite  for  Mr- 
mission  to  mn  a  boat,  aa  a  fen?  boat,  ra 
Sohlotser  aeroM  to  Navy  Idand.  Penaima 
being  given,  the  Caroline  commenced  numiiiL 
simjSy  as  a  ferry  boat,  being  totally  nnarawii, 
and  having  no  connection  with  the  iDSDrgmta 
Neither  did  the  boat  carry  any  arms  or  muii- 
tions  of  war  of  any  kind  to  those  on  Navy  Id- 
snd,  but  was  engaged  merely  in  the  carrjini 
of  passengers.  A&r  malting  sevenl  Uipa,  tk 
boat  was  at  night  safely  moored  and  secund 
within  tbe  wharf  on  the  American  lide-uH 
within  the  "  nominal  "  territory  of  the  Initod 
States,  bnt  within  the  undoubted  teniiory  d 
this  OovemDient;  as  mnch  bo,  said  Ur.  F.,  *■ 
tliis  hall,  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  n  in 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  After  bwi 
thus  safely  moored  at  the  wharf  in  oar  Unv 
tory,  it  was  left  in  the  charge  of  a  watch,  »■ 
armed,  and  withont  any  anna  whatever  bnif 
on  board,  except  a  single  pocket  pistol,  iri 
loaded.  Well,  while  the  boat  was  thu  lyii! 
within  oor  territory,  it  was  attacked  in  th*  nigbi 
by  an  armed  force  from  Canada,  sent,  u  il  no* 
appears,  by  the  authority  of  ber  M^wty.  Ow 
man  was  mnrdered,  others  injured,  lis  Ix** 
then  set  on  fire,  turned  adrift,  and  sent  ovtr  ik 
falls.  This  waa  the  "  arson  "  eoraplUBcd  d\ 
this  waa  the"  mnrder"  complained  of.  Onttf 
onr  citiaena  waa  attacked,  unarmed,  aad  ba 
his  brains  knocked  oat;  and  there  was  cm; 
reason  to  believe  that  others  wera  killed, «  n 
injared  as  to  be  unable  to  leave  the  vend  Iw- 
fore  it  went  over  the  falls. 

Now,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Tort 
said  Mr.  F.,  this  was  murder,  and  nothisi!  ^ 
tlian  murder ;  and  tho  Tierpetralom,  i»  being 
apprehended,  would  be  tried  hj  Ihelavioft'o' 
Sute  for  the  crime.  It  was  a  matter  pertiiaioj 
to  the  State ;  and  neither  this  GoTemnKiit,  d« 
the  Executive  of  the  Oovamment,  could  iut 
any  control  over  it,  unless,  indeed,  the  (i"^ 
went  of  Great  Britain  shoDhl  see  fli  to  rq«" 
its  present  law,  and,  entering  into  trealj  eCP* 
ulations,  make  laws  which  should  be  iniJj  »p- 
plicable  to  tbe  case.  If  so,  Mr.  F.  wm  nudn^ 
stood  to  say,  tlio  matter  might  perhaps  be  ttm- 
promised.  But,  apart  from  that,  if  the  "W" 
spirit  waa  manifested  by  the  powers  at  Lmm  « 
was  exhibited  by  tlie  British  Miuistarbcrt  m 
relation  to  this  matter,  he  (Mr.  F.)  oobcb™ 
that  the  necessary  conseqnaioea  of  tbe  canrio- 
tion  of  McLeod  would  be  serkms  indeed, 

Mr.  F.  said  he  liad  no  donbl  but  that  llel^ 
would  be  put  upon  his  trial,  whw  he  aiw*"^ 
hoped  he  would  be  found  Innocoit.  Butil" 
shonld  be  found  gnilty,  he  had  no  doaU  W 
that  he  would  be  executed,  unless,  indiea.  * 
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ftna  much  Urger  ttun  oommoQ  ghoold  be 
brooght  from  tfae  Ouwda  lide  to  his  rescue. 

Mi.  F.  coDolnded  by  showing  that  bis  reuon 
for  nuking  tbew  remarks  was  to  show  that 
tbera  was  alUse  impresnon  eiit«rtain«d  b;  Mr. 
Fox  in  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Kr.  DaoBBwooD  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
oT  objediiig  to  a  reference  of  the  Heesoge  and 
docomenta  to  the  Committee  on  Foreiro  i^urs, 
but  to  ot^eot  to  the  prinUa^  of  Uie  live  thon- 
Bsnd  eitra  copies.  Ha  was  m  fkvor  of  a  refer- 
ence to  the  committee,  beeaose  the  priuoiples 
iDTotied  in  the  oommankationB  between 
ITewrs.  Fox  and  Forsyth,  were,  to  hw  mind, 
ywj  great  and  important.  He  wished  the  Com' 
mittee  on  Foreign  AAIrs  to  make  a  report  on 
tboaa  great  principles,  giving  an  aspoMtion  of 
tbsm,  whioh  might  lie  printed,  and  go  forth  to 
the  American  people,  as  ahowing  the  rule  by 
which  we  intended  to  abide.  When  anch  a 
nipoTt  slionld  be  made,  then  the  gentleman 
from  New  Ycffk  might  print  as  many  extra 
(opies  as  be  choae. 

what  are  tlHMe  prinu^est  asked  Hr.  IT. 
Vhj,  it  i*  averred  by  the  Britiah  Jlinlster,  that 
in  a  time  of  proband  peace,  an  officer  of  an- 
other Miinitr7,  by  the  order  of  his  Qovernment, 
may  commit  an  outrage  within  oor  territory, 
and  destroy  the  lives  of  onr  citizens,  and  yet  he 
ii  not  amenable  to  onr  laws  for  mnrder.  This 
wu  asserted  on  the  principle  of  iDt«matioiiB] 
law ;  and  if  we  ao  considered  it,  we  must  neoes- 
tarily  bring  it  within  the  ease  laid  down  by  the 
Brityi  Uinister.  Bnt  to  do  that,  it  was  neoea- 
sarj  that  the  order  should  oome  ^m  the  sa- 
preme  eiecative  authority  of  Oreat  Britain  to 
juitify  the  act  Bnt  hod  we  seen  any  order  to 
that  tfftct  I  So  fu*  aa  he  was  infbrmed,  no  snoh 
order  had  been  riven.  On  the  contrary,  the 
pntleman  trom  Hassaehnsetta  (Hr.  OusBiiia) 
observed,  a  few  days  ago,  that  Lord  Palmersioa 
ha^  oWrved  sllenoe  to  thia  day  on  the  snl^ect. 
This  being  the  ease,  «e  had  no  right  to  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  order  fbr  the  outrage  in 
question  liad  oome  from  the  sopreme  executive 
lathority  ot  Great  Britain. 

He,  Ur.  n.,  was  inclined  to  thbk,  that  if  any 
tDferior  offioer  of  the  army  or  navy,  in  the  ser- 
vice uf  Qreat  Britain,  sboold,  witbont  instmc- 
lioQ  fnnn  the  sapreme  exeootive  anthority,  per- 
petntte  such  outrages,  he  would,  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  be  a  murderer.  He  asked  the 
Cummittee  on  Foreign  AfiUrs  to  turn  their  at- 
tentiuD  to  this  point,  and  to  give  an  eiporition 
n(  intemadonai  law,  which  onght  to  I>e  apnad 
before  the  American  people  for  examioatioa, 
with  a  view  to  thia  or  any  other  altercation 
«liich  might  oooor  between  as  and  that  nation. 

Besides  thi^  there  were  other  qneatioDS  in- 
volved in  these  paper*.  There  was  tite  qnea- 
tion  aa  to  the  right  of  Jnrisdiotion  between  the 
States  and  the  General  Government,  in  relation 
to  matters  of  thia  kind.  On  this  point  he  woold 
be  glad  to  have  the  Oomndttee  on  Foreign  Af- 
Un  direct  their  attention. 

This  transactioa  had  oooorred  at  a  time  when 


there  were  no  treaty  atipnlations  between  na 
and  Great  Britain  providing  for  such  an  oocar- 
rence.  Now,  aa  this  was  a  past  afiair,  ocourring 
when  no  treaty  stipulations  did  exist,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  treaty  titipnlatioiLS 
conla  now  have  an  ex  pcit  facto  operation,  to 
draw  it  from  the  jnrigdiction  of  the  State  of 
New  York  to  that  of  the  Qeneral  Government, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  authority  of  that  State 
from  puaishiDB  the  murderer. 

Mr.  U.  was  inclined  to  deny  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  wonld  Justify  a 
treaty  made  subsequent  to  the  fact,  so  as  to 
take  away  the  State  Jurisdiction.  But  what- 
ever might  grow  out  of  this  matter,  he  thought 
it  highly  necessary  that  we  should  take  a  firm 
and  decided  stand.  It  would  not  tw  proper  for 
OS  to  bully  or  to  threaten  Great  Britam,  but 
neither  wonld  it  be  proper  for  us  to  tamely  snb- 
init  to  aggression.  And  if  the  oonSiot  did  oome, 
he,  for  oue,  would  be  tor  owning  the  moutha 
of  all  streams  wbuee  Knirce  was  in  onr  terri- 
tory. 

The  qneation  then  bting  put  on  the  motion 
to  refer,  was  decided  in  the  aiSrmatif  e.  Bo  tiie 
Message,  with  the  dooanienta,  were  r^erred  to 
the  Cmnndttee  on  Fwelgn  Afihirs. 


TS  SmATE. 

TuBSDAT,  January  S. 
Omitral  Piviptelitt  Pn-fniptie»  Late, 
Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Atid  U  U  /itrlh^  siMttad^  That,  prier  to  any  «t- 

tries  being  made  under  the  prfvUeees  given  by  ttds 

act,  proof  of  the  Bettlement  and  improvemrait  re- 

qiil:«d  by  lu  provlrioDS  shall  be  msde  (o  the  sattsCM- 

of  ttio  registw  and  receiver  of  the  land  district 


tfae  Oenenl  Lsnd  Offlce  for  that  purpose  ;  wbich  reg- 
ister Slid  receiver  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
buy  cents  for  bit  services  therein ;  and  all  ungn- 
menU  or  truufers  of  the  right  aC  pre-emption  given 
by  this  act,  prior  to  the  laswice  of  patents,  sbatl  be 
null  and  vmd. 


Bhould  bo  entitied  to  the  benefits  of  the  pre- 
emption right  only  once,  whioh  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Orittxiidkn  said  he  had  an  amendment 


"  Pnvi^df  That  no  peraon,  bdng  in  alien,  dtall 
be  entitled  to  any  priviiese  ot  rig^t  of  settlement  or 
pre-emption  gnntol  by  this  act,  except  otily  luch  u 
Hhall  previondv  have  made,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
decUrstion  of  intenU<«,  required  by  the  natsrall- 
laUoe  laws  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  bec<ane  a  clU- 
len  of  the  nii  United  Slates. 

"  AndpromtUdftirtlur,  That  no  peiwn  dull  take 
■ny  rigfat  or  benefit  under  this  act,  who  aball  not 
m^e  oatti  liefoie  soma  proper  olBcer  autbnlscd  to 
administer  eaiha,  that  Ids  wbi^  estate  was  not,  at 
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Be  Mud  he  bod  sopposed  jwterdAf ,  when  the 
Senate  de<»ded  that  alieos  eihonld  be  admitted, 
that  the  Senate  proceeded  on  the  eapposition 
that  foreigners  settling  on  our  public  lands,  of 
course  intended  to  become  citizens ;  bat  it  ap- 
peared to  him  it  might  etiil  be  proper  to  require 
of  them  some  legal  evidence  of  that  intention. 
He  did  Dot  see  what  poMible  ol{)eclJoa  there 
oonld  be  to  this. 

Ur.  Andbbsok,  There  is  no  olgection  to  the 
first  part  of  the  rerclntion. 

Mr.  OioTTKKDBir.  I(  indeed,  ther  were  going 
to  legidate  on  the  plan  proposed  jesterday  by 
the  honorable  Senator  froja  Pennsylvania,  (Ur. 
BiroSARAH,)  and  were  not  only  to  welcome  all 
foreigners,  brft  in  onr  eipanaive  philanthropy 
to  grant  them  privileges,  reftised  to  our  own 
native  bom  citizens,  then,  to  l>e  sore,  there 
would  be  no  necesMty  oi  BQoh  a  proviso  as  he 
hadpropoeed;  bat  if  Congress  legislated  on  any 
thing  like  a  principle  of  ostionality,  if  it  pro- 
posed to  reoognixe  any  distinction  between  for- 
eigners and  natives,  then  snrely  the  amendment 
was  proper  and  reasonable.  Else,  what  was 
there  to  prevent  foreigners  aotnally  to  form  eol- 
eniet  in  the  midst  of  oar  country  t  to  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefits  extended  by  our 
laws,  withoot  the  least  thought  or  intention  of 
ever  assnming  the  responsibilities  of  American 
citizens  t  There  were  already  many  foreigners 
of  this  description  in  onr  conntry ;  there  were 
many  merchanta  in  our  great  oitiea  who  were 
ever  ready  and  on  the  idert  to  graitp  at  every 

Erivilege  our  Illation  would  permit  to  them, 
ot  who  were  not  oltisena  with  us,  and  never 
intended  to  be.  Before  he  would  ifrant  to  a 
foreigner  the  privilege  provided  by  this  bill,  he 
would  record  evidence  of  the  man's  intention  to 
become  netaraltied.  Was  this  too  much  to 
require  ?  The  Senate  had  been  told  that  to  all 
those  who  fled  from  oppression  in  the  old  world 
we  were  to  gr^t— whatl  Onr  own  lands? 
That  was  the  omoont  of  it.  But  this  was  what 
he  was  not  prepared  to  do.  It  had  been  urged 
that  we  were  nader  obligation  to  do  this  to  for- 
eigners, because  they  presented  their  breasts  as 
a  bulwark  to  ^ard  us  ag^nst  the  savage  foe 
opon  our  frontier.  When,  and  where,  had  wo 
made  foreign  breasts  the  bulwark  of  onr  safety! 
What!  and  was  it  come  to  tfala,  that  our  citi- 
zens had  to  rely  on  the  breasts  of  foreigners  for 
their  protection  t  No,  no,  no.  Things  had  not 
come  to  that  pass.  The  American  people  were 
not  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  bo  fon^to  offer 
mercenary  rewards  to  strangers  and  foreigiiers 
to  expose  their  bosoms  se  a  rampart  to  defend 
as — against  wbomt  Not  ag^st  a  world  in 
anas  would  he  seek  such  a  bnlwark  for  protec- 
tion, maoh  less  agiunst  a  horde  of  naked  sav- 
ages. This  might  do  to  be  used  in  argument ; 
it  made  a  Tery  pretty  figure  in  a  speech ;  but 
he  could  not  think  that  gentlemen  were  quite 
in  earnest  when  they  urged  snob  a  considera- 
tion BB  that  on  the  S^iate.    No,  no ;  we  wonted 
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no  such  equivalent  for  our  lands;  wh*t  we 
chose  to  grant  we  would  grant  freely,  and  not 
encumber  it  with  a  conation  of  deleo^DE  ni 
agiunst  the  Indiana  on  onr  border.  All  h« 
would  require  was  a  simple  pledge  of  iuUntian 
to  became  one  of  ourselves ;  to  Mare  the  ligbu 
andresponsibilitieaof  Ameiicancitiiona  Gotdd 
less  be  asked  than  this  ? 

As  to  the  second  branch  of  the  ameDdmuiI, 
viz :  the  requirement  of  an  oath  that  the  ettue 
of  the  applicant  for  a  pre-emption  did  not  a- 
oeed$G0O— what  otgectioD  could  there  bete iti 
The  authors  of  the  bill  had  thrown  the  "Ing' 
cabin  "  feature  into  it  eipreesly  to  show,  u  lit 
supposed,  that  the  bill  was  to  be  enacled  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  mtat.  He  wanted  ii  tu 
be  so  in  fact  and  in  truth.  Be  did  not  vul  t 
law  to  make  rich  men  richer,  but  to  fnrnijh  i 
home  to  the  industrious  man  who  wanted  to 
live  and  to  work.  It  was  important  list  ihers 
should  be  some  limitation  to  the  operation  uf 
the  bill ;  otherwise,  under  the  pretext  of  giiio; 
a  home  to  the  poor  and  laboring  moo,  \ht  liir 
would  operate  in  fact  for  the  benefit  or  <k 
grasping  land  ^onlator.  By  a  curious  coinri- 
dence  enough,  it  had  happened  yesterdaj,  ibi: 
while  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Ur.  Cut) 
was  advocating  and  urging  the  bill  npoo  tbt 
Senate,  he  (Ur.  CnrmiiDEK)  received  a  letter 
from  an  old  friend  and  constituent,  inqnirin; 
with  evident  anxiety  whether  there  wsa  cc(  i 
great  pre-emption  bill  to  pass  this  senioii ;  i^ 
tetter  stated  that  throughout  that  conntrr  tli^re 
was  a  great  movement  among  the  people;  nu 
of  sulMtance  were  quitting  good  Iidush  sA 
settlements,  and  removing,  witli  the  hope  of 
getting  richer,  on  to  new  lands.  TbL*  irii 
under  the  idea  that  now,  as  heretofore,  tlie  pre- 
emption law  wonld  require  actual  residence  U>d 
settlement  The  writer  added  that  be  mode  tb« 
inquiry  more  partionlarly,  because  there  la; 
near  his  present  residence  a  piece  of  very  goJ 
land,  and  if  he  was  snre  such  a  bill  wsstojiiA 
he  wonld  at  once  break  up  and  remove  loihis 
ew  tract  The  letter  stated  that  the  renainlj 
fere  very  numerous — in  fact,  that  thereseeinwi 
general  movement  through  oil  that  part  of  Ibt 
ountry.  Not  only  log-cabins  of  the  best  d'- 
lunption,  but  in  some  ca>«s  good  brick  boiL«^ 
rere  abandoned,  that  their  owners  might  fti 
themselves  of  the  expected  pre-emption  la' t" 
enrich  themselres  and  tlieir  children.  ^'<>'  >* 
never,  surely,  could  be  the  intention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  grant  pre-emptions  to  men  of  this  de- 
scription ;  and  if  no^  the  bill  ought  to  be  liw 
it«d  and  guarded,  in  order  that  it  might  efieel- 
nally  exclude  those  who  waited  for  sucli  s  l^'- 
that  they  might  use  it  as  an  enpne  to  men^ 
their  wealth. 

Mr.  Tappas  srud  if  the  amendment  of  Ine 
Senator  from  Kentucky  failed,  ha  should  pn" 
pose  an  amendment  to  remedy  the  evil  bf  pre- 
venting  the  acquiMtion  of  a  pre-emption  rigjt. 
by  any  person  who  should  be  the  ownw  of ».' 
land,  and  should  quit  it  to  live  on  the  pnl'W 
lands. 
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Ur.  Bdciun&r  could  oot  have  aappoeed  tJioC 
(be  few  incidental  remarks  which  he  had  mode 
m  Uio  quertion  which  was  yesterday  decided 
b;  the  Senate,  would  bare  brought  ont  the  Sen- 
WOT  from  Kentacky,  (Mr,  CanTBaiDBS,)  or  any 
oilier  Senator,  in  reply  to-day.  He  had  no 
right,  however,  to  compUin  <tf  this,  and  was 
ody  K>rry  that  he  (Ur.  B.)  was  now  compelled, 
in  self  defence,  to  make  a  few  observations  in 
reply  to  his  remarks.  It  had  been  hia  pnrpose 
not  to  otter  a  siagla  word  on  the  geaeral  enb- 
ject  of  pre-emptions,  which  hail  been  so  often 
discnssed  by  hiin  before ;  bnt  to  content  him- 
Klf  by  merely  giving  his  silent  vote  infiLvor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  B.  should  neither  vot«  for  the  first,  nor 
the  second  clause  of  the  Senator's  amendment. 
De  went  sgtunst  the  whole  and  each  of  its  parts. 
In  relation  to  the  first  clanse,  ho  held  that  the 
forsigncr  who  penetrated  to  the  Western  fron- 
tier of  onr  vast  conotry,  and  there  settled  opon, 
and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land,  presented  the 
<l«arest  proo^  and  that  by  the  moat  decisive 
actions,  of  his  intenttoa  to  become  a  citlxen  of 
tlie  Uni^  States.  How  con  it  be  contended 
tliat  this  was  no  proof  of  snch  an  intention  f 
The  whole  condact  of  snch  a  man  manifested 
that  he  was  determined  to  live  and  to  die  by 
the  (oil.  In  what  other  manner  coald  he  ^ive 
nronger  proof  of  hta  devotion  to  onr  institn- 
tkiDf,  than  to  hare  traosferred  his  home  from 
his  native  country  to  the  far  West,  and  there  to 
tave  felled  the  forest  and  erected  a  dwelling, 
(he  would  not  say  a  log-cabin,  for  he  had  no 
reason  to  be  remarkably  partial  to  that  name,} 
fur  liimself  and  his  family  f  He  thns  acquired, 
not  the  title  to  the  tract  of  land  which  he  bud 
elected,  but  merely  the  right  to  purchase  and 
pay  for  it  at  the  Government  price,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  other  persons.  If  he  should  prove 
uiiabje  to  do  this,  hia  labor  was  all  forfeited. 
Hr.  B.  conld  assure  the  Beuator,  that  from  such 
iliens  as  these,  ho  need  apprehend  no  danger 
df  foreign  inflnence.  These  pioneer  farmers 
K'ere  not  the  men  from  whom  we  had  any  thing 
lo  dread.  Ue  should  never  consent  to  destroy 
the  title  of  snch  a  man,  after  he  had  paid  for 
hl»  land,  and  thns  to  render  all  his  toils  and 
prlrations  onavailing,  merely  because  throngh 
ticgligence  be  might  not  have  gone  to  a  court 
of  justice,  and  made  a  formal  declaration  of  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  before  his  octna!  settlement  commenced. 
"So,  never  I  His  jndgment  and  his  feelings 
"oald  equally  revolt  against  snch  an  act 
_  lie  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  understand  the  oppo- 
ntion  which  bad  been  manifested  in  certain 
quarters  to  foreigners,  who  had  sought  a  refuge 
and  a  home  in  onr  country.  Hod  they  not  ma- 
terially assisted  in  achieving  onr  independence  ? 
In  the  days  of  the  Kevolution  no  sncn  jealousy 
■as  felt  towards  tlie  brave  Irishmen,  French- 
■ntD,  and  Germans,  who,  ude  by  side  with  our 
w^™  citiiena,  had  fought  the  battles  of  liberty. 
On  the  ooDtrary,  he  hod  no  donht  it  was  from 
■  Enitefiil  •eoM  of  tbeie  servtoes,  that  it  had 


ever  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  (Tovemment 
to  allow  them  to  purchase  oar  vacant  lands 
upon  the  same  t«rma  with  American  citizens. 

Was  there  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  same 
poUcy  at  the  present  day  I  Was  it  not  clearly 
onr  interest  as  a  nation  to  permit  such  emi- 
grants to  purchase,  and  p<:«sess  our  vacant 
lands,  and  thns  establish  a  line  of  defence  on 
onr  frontier  against  the  incnrsions  of  the  savage 
enemy}  This  was  a  wise  policy,  which  he 
tmsted  might  never  be  abandoned, 

Bnt  the  Senator  (Hr.  GBrrrBNDBN)  made  tight 
ofthedongerfromtfaehordesof savages,  which, 
wisely  or  unwisely,  had  been  collected  on  our 
Western  frontier;  and  he  thought  it  was  de- 
grading to  American  citizens  to  be  protected 
and  defended  by  any  foreigner  not  yet  nat- 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  danger  was  one 
which  might  well  be  apprehended,  even  by  the 
bravest  men.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
Indian  warriors,  he  did  not  recollect  the  num- 
ber exactly,  now  occupied  the  country  along 
the  Western  line  of  the  States  of  Missonri,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Louisiana.  There  they  were,  and 
there  they  must  remun,  or  the  naUomd  faith 
must  be  vitdated.  They  had  been  almost  liter- 
ally driven  to  that  frontier  from  their  native 
homes  in  the  interior  of  the  States,  with  alt  the 
liostile  feelings  and  wounded  pride  which  our 
conduct  towvds  them  natorally  inspired.  At 
any  time,  at  all  timea,  there  was  danger  of  a 
united  war  being  waged  by  these  sav^ea 
against  onr  frontier  settlements.  We  all  know 
that  it  is  the  nature  of  the  Indian  to  brood  over 
hia  vengeance,  and  to  strike  the  most  dreadful 
blow  when  his  enemy  least  expects  it.  Was  it 
not  tlien  clearly  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  increase  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  that 
frontier)  And  if  an  Irish,  a  German,  or  a 
French  emigrant  thou^t  proper  to  settie  there, 
was  he  (Ur.  B.)  to  be  censured  for  having  de- 
clared tiiat  their  bosoms  wonid  become  bul- 
warks against  the  incursions  of  onr  savage  en- 
emy !  These  brave  men  would  always  be  ready 
to  die  in  defence  of  those  possessions  which  this 
Government  had  permitted  them  first  to  im- 
prove and  then  to  purchase. 

Bnt  the  Senator  thought  it  would  he  degrad- 
ing to  Americans  to  resort  to  such  a  defence. 
Ur.  B.  well  knew  that  "  the  blood  of  Douglas 
could  protect  itself."  He  knew  that  our  own 
citizens  could  defend  their  country ;  but  how 
they  could  be  degraded  by  fitting  in  the  same 
ranks  with  fbreigners,  as  onr  Bevolntionary 
forefathers  had  done,  he  was  utt«rly  at  a  loss 
to  conceive.  This  was  a  species  of  exalted 
pride  which  he  conld  not  understand.  And 
this,  too,  when  these  foreigners,  united  with 
our  own  citizens,  were  defending  their  common 
possessions  and  their  homes.  It  was  certain 
that  such  men  would  become  citizens  as  soon 
as  they  conld  under  our  naturalization  laws; 
but  if  any  of  them,  Mther  ignoranUy  or  from 
negligence,  had  omitt«d  to  moke  a  formal  de- 
okration  ot  thur  luteutum  to  this  efibol,  he 
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would  never  depriTe  them  of  their  privilege  of 
pre-emptioD,  and  drive  them  from  tlieir  homea 
for  this  reason.  He  could  sot,  therefore,  give 
his  support  to  the  first  clanse  of  the  Senator's 
amendment.  On  the  second  claaM  of  the 
amendinent,  he  should  say  nothing,  an  he  did 
not  deem  it  necessary,  and  would  not,  there- 
fore, protract  the  debate,  into  which  he  had 
entered  with  ranch  reluctance. 

Mr.  Obittksdbs  would  offer  bnt  a  few  words 
in  reply,  rather  to  what  the  Senator  had  Insin- 
nateo,  than  to  what  he  had  actually  said.  The 
gentleman  seemed  greatly  &tirpris^  that  there 
should  be  manifested  in  certun  quarters  so 
great  a  hostility  to  foreigners.  Ho  did  not 
really  nude ratflnd  what  the  Senator  meant.  He 
hftd  not  said  one  word  dert^tory  to  foreign- 
ers; he  had  neither  said  nor  insinuated  any 
thing  like  iL  U  was  his  idea,  that  the  consti- 
tution, by  the  liberality  of  its  provisions,  offered 
an  asylnm  aud  protection  to  the  oppressed  of 
all  countries;  hat  It  was  reversing  the  whole 
matter,  and  changing  onr  entire  attitnde,  when 
we  offered  to  grant  Uiem  a  pre-emption  title  to 
land  among  iia,  that  they  might  come  and  be 
onr  hulwarK  against  the  Indians.  Such  a  posi- 
tion was  against  oar  national  pride ;  it  was  de- 
grading to  tell  all  the  world  that  we  would 
grant  them  privileges  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  present  their  breasts  as  a  bidwark  to  de~ 
fend  US  from  danger.  Was  this  the  language 
for  Americans  I  Not  that  it  was  degrading  to 
US  that  foreigners  should  rain^e  with  onr  own 
people  in  defending  the  oonntry  trom  a  common 
enemy — not  at  all,  there  was  nothing  degrading 
In  it.  But  he  would  not  hold  this  out  as  a  mo- 
tive to  invite  them  to  onr  shores.  He  wonid 
not  offer  them  land  for  being  our  rampart 
against  onr  foes.  Be  entertained  no  spirit  of 
hostility  toward  them;  far  from  it:  hut  he 
made  a  distinction  between  them  and  onr  own 
bome-born  American  citizens.  Did  the  Sen- 
ator hold  them  both  alike!  Did  he  feel  no 
greater  affection,  did  he  acknowledge  no  greater 
obligation  to  our  own  citizens  thou  to  foreign- 
ers I  If  not,  why  bad  we  passed  naturalization 
laws?  Bid  they  recognize  no  difference  be- 
tween the  two  I  Was  it  not  the  policy  of  every 
Government  and  every  nation  upon  earth  to 
draw  such  a  distinction  f 

Bnt  it  was  said  by  the  Senator,  that  actual 
setUement  on  the  pnblio  lands  was  better  evi- 
dence of  an  intention  to  become  an  American 
citizen,  than  any  forms  prescribed  by  our  nat- 
nralization  laws;  if  so,  would  it  not  be  better 
at  once  to  repeal  all  our  present  laws  tonching 
naturalization,  and  eubatitnte  this  "better  evi- 
dence I "  Would  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania think  it  good  policy  to  declare  that  if  any 
foreigner  would  go  ufion  our  public  lands,  and 


(Mr.  CRnriKDKK)  auppoMd  he  would  hardly 
advance  snob  a  position.  It  was  pari;icularly 
surprising  to  him,  that  ther»  shonla  be  in  cei^ 
tajs  quarters  suoh  extreme  aensUiveneea  and 


such  a  strong  dread  of  interference  in  our  nn- 
cems  by  foreigners  who  held  a  petty  bl«rtJt  it 
some  petty  bank  among  us,  when,  at  tliesmw 
time,  there  was  nothing  at  all  of  thst  feeling  tt 
the  idea  of  granting  landed  privilege  in  oor 
country  to  foreigners  who  would  not  evenei- 

fress  on  intention  to  become  Ameriean  c'ltinm 
f  a  foreigner,  an  alien,  could,  with  his  forrip 
character  never  cast  off,  and  without  i«cordiii; 
au  intention  to  become  nataraltzed,  obtaiii  prii- 
ileges  not  srauted  to  our  own  native  bom  cii- 
isens,  did  this  involve  no  danger  of  forelfn  in- 
fluence f  It  seemed  not.  The  gentlerosn  ndd 
view  this  with  perfect  compofiure;  butlBt 
foreigner,  rcaiding  far  from  onr  limits,  liold  i 
share  In  one  of  our  bonks,  and  it  excited  Umre 
a  mighty  alarm  1  Now,  he  did  not  hold  thai 
the  privilege  proposed  to  be  conferred  byiMf 
bill,  if  extended  even  to  foreigners,  wonld  pre- 
sent any  just  cause  of  alarm ;  but  be  wH  o^ 
posed  to  it  on  principle.  The  BoUof  tiieCuM 
States  belonged  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uniud 
States.  Did  it  not!  It  was  their  own  pnf>- 
erty  out  and  out.  The  right  of  holding  it  M 
been  conferred  upon  citizens,  native  ud  ut- 
nralized,  but  it  was  no  part  of  our  poller  to 
grant  the  some  right  to  foreigners,  and  ffpt- 
clally  to  such  as  refused  even  to  declare  thti  it 
was  their  intention  ever  to  become  nalonli^ 
amongst  ns,  All  I  require  Is  the  t^  eTidenn 
that  the  man  intenda  to  become  an  Americu 
citizen.  Let  him  give  me  this,  aud  I  tm 
ing  at  once  to  instate  him  in  all  tbe  privileps 
we  onrselvea  enjoy.  This  surely  is  sslittleu 
we  can  do  in  justice  to  our  own  citizens. 

Mr.  BccniNAN  wonld  say  a  few  worii  i" 
reply.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  »  pi«l 
logician,  and,  unless  he  were  closdy  wal^M 
would  get  the  better  of  bis  antagonist  ertii  is 
a  bad  cause.  His  sophistry  upon  the  preMi 
occasion  consists  in  attempUug  to  infer  tm 
my  argument,  that  I  was  in  favor  of  snhstitulit? 
an  actual  settlement  upon  a  tract  of  the  pntJ^ 
land  for  the  declaration  of  Intention  reqnira 
from  every  foreigner  before  lie  can  beconiew 
American  citizen.  It  would  be  very  easy  '« 
the  Senator  to  triumph,  if  he  were  peTiniiW 
to  anbatitute  his  own  forced  infereDce.  fbr  mj 
express  declaration  to  the  contrary,  ffitb  '|!^ 
view,  he  triumphantly  asks  if  I  would  be  "ill- 
ing  to  change  our  natnralizfttion  laws  by  ren- 
dering a  residence  on  our  vacant  lands  eqciri- 
lent  to  the  declaration  of  intention  which  Dint 
laws  require  I  Now,  I  ask  him  in  return,  hive 
I  ever  said  that  I  would!  Have  I  erar inti- 
mated any  anch  intQntionl  On  the  ccffitMrr, 
have  I  not  expressly  declared,  that  I  wonld  not 
grant  to  any  foreigner  the  elective  franthw 
until  he  had  become  a  uatnraliced  citizen  nndor 
onr  laws  t  Whilst  I  ahould  uot,  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  deny  to  the  foreigner*' 
right  of  the  pre-emption  which  he  ha»  t»n; 
acquired  by  the  dangers  and  privatiwia  enw'i'!" 
tered  in  making  a  sottiement  on  your  n^'^' 
frontier,  I  would  not,  for  this  reaatm,  toda 
npoD  him  the  high  p<dilicil  privD^ss  <if  » 
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Imericfui  citizeo.  The  8«nAtor'B  argnment, 
berefore,  in  thia  ptrtionlar,  fUls  to  the  ground. 
t  has  no  fonndation,  in  an;  tiling  which  J  said, 

0  rest  upon.  Tha  right  <rf  pre-emption  is  one 
hiog;  bat  tbo  high  privU^onf  beoomiD^  &a 
Imericaa  citisen  u  another  and  entirel;  differ- 

Aad  what,  after  all,  ia  this  great  priril^  of 
re-«inptiont    To  what  does  it  amonntt    What 

1  iU  intrio^o  Ttdnot  It  ia  merely  a  contest 
etween  the  speonlator  and  the  actaal  settler, 
i  U)  whether  the  former  shall  be  permitted  to 
nrcliase  the  spots  of  land  improred  and  ren- 
tted  valaable  b;  the  toll  of  the  latter.  Oar 
iperience  has  demonstrated  that  the  average 
Ei^  of  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands  adver- 
sed'and  sold  at  pnblio  sale,  in  porsaance  of 
le  Pre^deol's  proclamation,  is  not  moie  tiiaa 
to  or  three  cents  per  acre  above  the  fixed 
rice  of  (ha  Government  at  private  sale. 

What,  then,  is  the  privilege  granted  to  the 
tttler  who  goea  into  the  wilderness,  dears 
laj  thefbrest,  and  there  cetablishea  his  hornet 
oes  this  bill  offer  saoh  a  man  a  donation  I 
ot  at  all.  Does  it  give  him  the  land  as  a 
onnt;)  So  snch  thing.  The  privilege  it  con- 
ra  is  that  he  shall  not  be  driven  from  his 
itmble  home  by  the  speculator.  This  mighty 
ririlej^  \a  that  he  shall  pay  for  his  land  the 
nee  fixed  by  law,  which  may  be  less,  by  two 
'three  cents  per  acre,  than  it  would  commaiiit 
.  public  sale  ;  and  that  after  he  has  pdd  for  it 
i  tball  hold  it.  And  why,  at  this  late  day,  for 
it  first  time  in  yonr  history,  shonld  yon  maike 
1  odious  distinction,  in  tbb  amall  matter,  be- 
reen  the  settler,  who  had  drawn  bis  first 
reacli  on  the  Other  aide  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
le  Anierioaa  citizen  t  No  each  distiuotion  had 
mr  ciisted  heretofore,  and  no  compJMnt  Lad 
/«r  been  uttered  by  those  directly  mterested, 
■at  (his  trifling  privilege  had  been  conferred 
MO  foreigners,  if  the  Senator  had  carefully 
:ad  tiio  history  of  his  country — 1  mean  on  this 
uticular  point — I  myself  have  not,  bat  the 
cL  lias  been  foruished  to  me  by  one  who  has 
-vbat  would  he  have  found  in  relation  to 
lesa  now  despised  foreignen  I 
[Here  Mr.  OBnTSDDKS  denied  that  he  had 
•oken  of  them  as  "  despised  foreigners."] 
Mr.  BnonAKAK  sud  I  know  he  haa  not ;  bnt 
be  had  understood  the  honorable  Senator  cor- 
ctiy,  he  hod  spoken  with  indignation  against 
nng  the  bodies  of  foreigners  as  a  bamer  on 
ir  frontiers  against  the  incnraionB  of  the  Bavage 
«.  and  considered  it  a  d^rodation  to  our  own 
tizuDS  to  invoke  the  ud  of  such  defenders.  If 
le  Senator  had  read  the  history  of  his  conntry, 
:  would  have  found  that  the  Revolutionary 
ungreaa,  "  in  the  time  that  tried  men's  souls,'' 
ul  invited  those  foreigners  to  enlist  under  our 
mners,  and  had  offered  them  not  a  mere  pre- 
iiption  right,  hot  a  bonnty  in  lands,  with  the 
h\'ileKe  of  at  once  becoming  American  citi- 
"O.  Here  Ur.  B,  read  the  acts  of  Congress 
f  Augnst  14th,  and  Angost  27th,  17TQ,  from  the 
rst  Toluina  toi  first  page  of  the  land  laws. 


These  acts  manifested  the  estimation  in  vhich 
foreigners,  who  were  willing  to  fight  In  the 
cause  of  independence,  were  at  that  day  held  by 
the  Revolutionary  Congress.  He  coitld  not  be 
mistaken  in  believi  ngthatitwas  fardifferent  from 
the  estimate  now  placed  apon  them  by  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Kentucky,  Now,  said  Ur.  B.,  I  dedre 
to  make  no  political  CB{»tal  out  of  any  question 
of  this  nature.  I  wish  only  to  act  towards  those 
foreigners  who  may  have  settied,  or  shall  settle 
upon  oar  pablio  lands,  upon  the  principles  of 
eternal  and  immntable  justice.  Nothing  more. 
From  the  beginning  it  has  been  onr  policy  to 
permit  foreigners  to  porchaee  and  settle  upon 
the  pablio  Unda,  and  I  shall  not  now,  for  tha 
Grst  time,  establish  an  odiousdistinction  against 
them,  in  a  pre-emption  biiL  I  will  not  now, 
at  this  late  day,  repeal  the  established  policy 
of  the  conntry,  but  in  this  particular  Bholt  pur- 
sue the  system  adopted  by  the  wisdom  of  our 
predecessors. 

Mr.  CBnTBKDKN  aaid  of  course  it  must  bo 
nntarol  for  him  to  denre  to  escape  as  soon  as 
he  could  from  any  contest  with  the  Sraiator 
from  Fennsylvaniu ',  it  was  one  in  whiob,  of 
course,  he  could  hope  to  gain  bat  littie.  Tet  ha 
did  not  admit  it  to  have  been  such  very  bod 
logic,  that  he  shonld  have  imputed  to  hira  the 
sentiment  of  preferring  a  settiement  on  the 
public  lands  to  a  written  declaration  hetore  a 
magistrate  as  a  test  on  the  part  of  a  foreigner 
of  an  intention  to  become  aa  American  citizen. 
True,  it  was  not  said  in  terms  that  he  proposed 
so  to  alter  the  law,  but  the  Senator  certtunly 
did  io^st  that  the  one  act  afforded  better  evi- 
dence than  the  other ;  and  if  so,  why  not  sub- 
stitute the  one  for  the  other)  The  Senator 
would  not,  of  course,  oppose  the  obtaining  of 
the  beet  evidence ;  and  as  he  esteemed  the  cat- 
ting down  of  aome  trees  on  the  public  lands, 
and  tha  erection  of  a  log-cabin,  that  thereby  a 
pre-emption  right  might  be  obtuned,  as  better 
evidence  of  Ajnerioanism  than  all  tha  forma 
which  onr  naturalization  could  famish,  why 
should  not  the  weaker  evidence  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  stronger  established  t  That  the 
difference  between  ^e  Senator  and  himself  was 
simply  this :  the  Senator  was  willing  to  put  the 
for^gner  who  made  no  declaration  of  a  purpose 
to  be  natoralized  on  the  some  footing  with  one 
who  did—on  the  same  footing  with  one  who 
had  actually  become  nataralized,  and  even  with 
the  native-bom  citizen.  He  (Hr.  CBrrtKNOXN) 
did  not.  He  was  reod^  to  give  to  a  foreigner 
who  should  beeoma  a  citizen,  aocording  to  law, 
all  the  rights  and  immnuities  of  one  bom  in  the 
land.  He  would  allow  to  one  who  signified  his 
intention  to  become  sach,  greater  consideration 
than  to  one  who  had  not.  The  Senator  was  for 
giving  every  thing  to  A  foreigner  who  had  madft 
no  such  declaration.  He  knew  that  in  time  of 
war  we  did  employ  foreigners  in  onr  ormiesj 
nor  was  there  in  this  the  least  degradation. 
He  was  willing  they  should  mingle  with  us  In 
battle,  bnt  he  was  not  willing  to  invite  them 
here  that  they  might  protect  us.    Oh,  no :  thia 
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VBS  not  tbe  bulwark  on  whioh  be  wonld  rel; 
for  protectioD.  We  bad  other  and  stronger  d»- 
fence  to  rdj  on ;  and  not  nntil  wo  w'ere  redoeed 
to  the  last  extremity,  wonld  he  consent  to  t«Il 
the  world  that  we  looked  to  foreign  aid  as  the 
bulwark  of  oar  sofetj.  The  Benator  was  of 
opiuion  that  onr  protection  agahiSl  foreigners 
getting  possession  of  the  couatr;r  boTond  the 
Boekj  Monntains  was  tbe  anaitingnuihed  ID' 
dion  tiUo.  Wonld  the  hoaorable  gentieman  tell 
him  that  all  that  coimtrj  was  actnoUy  nnder 
tbe  Indian  title !  He  was  not  &ware  that  such 
was  the  fact ;  he  had  not  till  now  anpposed  that 
those  regions  were  covered  b^r  even  the  vag 
Indian  titto.  We  had  heard  of  some  ei 
tribes  being  exterminated  b?  disease  and  other 
causes,  and  certaini/  the  whole  oountry  was 
not  occupied  b;  Indians.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, imagined  Indians  to  be  onr  bnlwark 
against  foreigners,  and  in  the  same  breath  was 
fur  granting  to  foreigners  the  right  of  pre-raap- 
tion. 

The  qnestion,  and  the  only  qneetion  at  pi  __ 
ent  to  be  decided  was,  whether  we  woold  pnt 
the  foreigner,  who  made  no  declaration  of  his 
intention  to  become  an  Atnericsn  oitlxen, 
tbe  same  footing  with  onr  own  citizens. 
required  some  evidence,  and  he  asked  for  only 
tbe  smallest  modicnra  of  evidence  of  the  man's 
intention  to  become  an  American  citizen.  Qive 
him  bat  this  preliminary  tvqnisite,  and  be  was 
willing  ut  once  to  indode  that  man  in  all  the 
benefits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bccnuiiif  said  the  Senotor  from  Een- 
tncky  should  not  transfer  this  battle  to  the  west 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  With  his  good  leave 
we  shall  keep  for  the  present  on  this  side  of 
them.  The  present  contest  was  on  the  Indian 
frontier,  and  rcgsxded  the  rights  which  foreign- 
ers ongbt  to  acquire  by  settlmg  and  cultivating 
lands  within  the  limits  of  onr  existing  States 
and  Territories,  and  not  beyond  the  Rocky 
Uonntoins.  And  now,  after  all  this  discossion, 
what  was  the  difTerence  between  the  honorable 
Senator  and  himself!  Why,  sir,  he  had  come 
more  than  half  round.  He  has  now  become  a 
good  pre-emption  man,  and  is  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  foreigners, 
provided  they  have  declared  their  intention  to 
become  citizens.  Bat  soppose  the  case  of  a 
poor  ignorant  foreigner,  not  acquunted  with 
the  laws  of  his  adopted  country,  who  has  gone 
npon  yonr  pablic  luid,  cleared  away  the  forest 
and  erected  a  home  for  his  wife  and  his  chil- 
dren— I  ask,  wonld  yon  deprive  such  aman  of  all 
the  benefits  of  this  bill,  merely  because  he  bad 
omitted  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  his  in- 
tention to  become  a  citizen  t  I  ask  tbe  Senator 
to  say  whether  such  a  man,  for  such  a  cause, 
^onld  forfeit  his  right  to  become  tlie  pnrohaser 
of  this  tract  of  land  m  preference  to  any  hun- 
gry land  shark  who  was  ready  to  ponnce  upon 
It  as  his  prey  t  Tbe  qnestion  between  ns  has 
been  narrowed  down  to  this  point  at  losL  Now 
I  appeal  to  that  gentleman's  own  heart  to  say 
wliether  he  wonld  not  detude  it  in  favor  of  the 


foreigner.  I  know  and  feel  that  he  woold.  He 
can  entert^n  no  eerkms  pnrpoee  thst  fod  t 
settler  should  forfeit  his  right  I  am  tan  be 
does  not.  And  what,  then,  is  aQ  tie  miibtj 
differenoe  between  ns  f  After  all  oia  tepiitt, 
and  rqjoinders,  and  surr^oiodera,  the  vhilt 
argument  dwindles  down  to  a  mere  qoe^on  d 
tweedledum  and  tweedledee.  Can  tae  Sentfa 
make  more  of  it?  He  is  willing  to  pkm  Uk 
foreigner  upon  the  same  footing  wiUi  our  stn 
citizens,  and  grant  h'"",  every  right  of  pre-tinp- 
tion  which  tney  eiyoy,  provided  he  W  gem 
through  the  form  of  plwiiog  npon  record  Ik 
declaration  of  intention  required  by  our  sit 
Drolization  laws.  I  go  one  littie  step  {nilW, 
and  hold  that  the  foreigner,  by  making  his  vt; 
to  the  for  West,  and  settiing  npon  the  ffUlk 
land,  manifests,  by  actions  whidi  speak  looda 
than  words,  even  a  stronger  intention  of  boom- 
ing an  American  citizen,  than,  if  be  had  nierclr 
mode  the  formal  declaratiou  required;  ssd  in 
such  a  case,  I  nek,  should  ^o  forfeit  his  priril^ 
on  account  of  this  omission )  Sure  I  un  tlut 
if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Eentuckj  jat 
constituted  tlie  judge,  and  this  question  vm 
left  to  his  decision,  he  would  answer,  emjibsl- 
iceJIy,  no  1  He  would  never  decide  that  Ik 
foreigner  who  bos  settled  on  the  public  ln^ 
since  June,  1340,  npon  the  fiutb  of  jour  pi^ 
legislation,  or  who  sooll  settie  npon  it  hereaAtf. 
shall  forfeit  bis  privilege  of  pro-empUan.  3iJ 
be  driven  with  his  wife  and  children  fi'Dm  itui: 

The  Senator  has  done  me  iqjastice  insuoUif' 
respect.  I  never  either  eaid  or  icsinuateii  U^t 
I  would  proclaim  to  the  world  that  wo  irjiiU. 
foreigners  to  come  and  settia  amongst  u^  tin: 
they  might  protect  us  from  danger.  Wbit  1 
did  say  was,  that  it  bad  long  been  the  nitiouil 
policy,  and  one  wbloh  I  conudered  sonml  u>j 
wise,  to  encourage  the  eeUlement  of  ourfrto- 
tier  as  speedily  and  as  densely  aa  pos^ble;  ssd 
if  this  should  be  done  in  port  by  fordgn^< 
then,  in  the  boar  of  danger,  tbeir  bodies  vosU 
be  our  bnlwark  agiunst  a  savage  fo^  ioS.  u 
surely  as  the  breasts  of  onr  own  citizen!:  I 
cannot  vote  for  his  amendment,  becao^e  I  o" 
unwilling  that  an  ignorant  man,  who  ouif  hat 
acquired  an  equit^le  titie  to  a  pre-eiapii«c. 
shall  forfeit  it  lor  want  of  having  gone  thnofti 
a  legal  form. 

Mr.  GBrrnHDKK.  Yesterday  I  was  in  £s»w 
of  confining  the  benefits  of  this  bill  to  Americu 
citizens.  The  BenaU  have  voted  to  tivaii 
them  to  foreigners.  1  now  move  on  amendiseQ'' 
requiring  a  Bimple  declaration  of  an  intent  lo  b« 
naturalized.  The  Senator  oppo(«s  it,  and  is  fN 
putting  those  who  have  no  legal  or  Iwitimiw 
clum  to  this  t>enefit  at  our  hands  on  the  uax 
footing  with  onr  own  citizens,  and  he  s»js  It* 
dtSlBrenoe  between  ns  is  a  mere  matter  of  tvH- 
dtednm  and  tweedledee.  Tbe  Senator  tiiipl*  i' 
bard  to  make  a  distinction  against  one  {ixafff 
merely  beoauae  be  baa  <Hmtted  to  mata  »»? 
deolaration  of  his  purpose  to  become  a  dtii>n>. 
Why  not  agree  at  once  tbat  it  is  a  ■!»■>»  '^ 
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make  a  differenM  between  a  foreigoer  and  o 
own  cit.izeu  simply  beoaoBe  be  ban  happened 
be  bom  In  anotbercoaatry,  and  nnder  different 
alleginiice — u  matter  over  irhich  be  bad  no  sort 
of  control  ?  The  difference  between  mioh  a  man 
and  a  native  American  is,  in  the  Senator's  esti- 
tnation,  a  mere  matter  of  tweedledum  and  twee- 
dkde«.  Y«t  this  is  the  aentleniau  who  is  so 
terribly  afraid  of  foreign  mfinenee.  Be  ia  for 
making  no  difference  between  an  Englishman, 
a  Rnssian,  a  Frenchman,  and  an  American. 
Now,  tha  bonorablo  Senator  may  exottM  me, 
while  I  have  all  proper  reepeot  for  foreignen, 
if  I  lave  my  own  conntrjmen  a  little  better 
than  them,  and  if  I  do  moke  a  difference  be- 
tween the  foreigner  wbo  oomea  and  grasps  me 
by  the  buid,  and  solemnly  reccrds  bu  declara- 
tion to  cast  in  his  lot  with  me,  to  make  my 
Goantiy  his  conntry,  my  Qoveminent  his  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  seek  an  inheritance  in  the  soil 
for  himself  and  his  children — and  tbe  foreigner 
wbo  is  very  willing  to  receive  any  and  all  the 
beoefita  we  may  have  to  bestow,  bnt  wbo  re- 
foses  to  give  us  tbe  slightest  pledge  of  his  deaire 
to  become  one  of  onrselves.  To  the  gentleman 
this  may  all  be  twoedledom  and  tweedledee — 
to  me,  I  confeee,  It  is  matter  of  strong  and  high 
Anierican  feeling. 
On  motion  by  'Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  tbe 

SQGGtion  was  divided,  so  as  to  bo  pnt  first  npon 
le  first  part  of  Mr.  GBrrTENDKK's  amendment. 
Mr.  PoKTBB  inquired,  whether  the  mover 
would  not  modify  it  so  far  as  to  allow  a  pre- 
vions  declaration  made  befbra  applying  for  the 

Src-emption  to  be  a  valid  falfilment  of  tba  con- 
ition  proposed. 

Mr.  OBTrmn>EK  assented  to  the  modification 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Allkk  said  he  shonld  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  sncb  a  provision  would  be 
utterly  useless  if  incorporated  in  the  bill.  The 
decUnition  of  the  intention  of  an  Individoal  to 
became  a  citizen,  might  be  made  with  great 
truth ;  &e  indivldnal  might  then  occnpy  Wd, 
snd  obtun  a  title  thereto,  and  then  with  great 
sincerity  change  fats  intention.  He  was  opjKieed 
to  all  dtstinctiona  of  this  description,  and  when 
a  foreigner  reached  onr  shores  he  was  willing 
to  take  the  ohain  from  bis  neck — every  link 
of  it. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  were 
^l^g  tliemselves  aotlTe  about  a  question 
*hich  shonld  not  be  entertained  by  them ;  and 
■s  it  appeared  to  be  the  intention  to  take  the 
question  to-night,  ho  wonld  state  his  views  re- 
^pocting  it.  Now,  after  what  was  said  yeater- 
flaj  ahont  peooliar  and  exclusive  privileges,  ho 
*oald  ask  what  was  the  privilege  propped  to 
'^  conferred  by  this  bill  f  It  was,  as  he  under- 
^w  it,  the  prtvil^^e  to  the  settler  of  paying 
J**'  price  tor  the  land  ho  occupied,  which  the 
"Oveniment  had  chosen  to  fix  as  the  mioimnm 
P"(iA  it  the  pnbllo  lands ;  and  he  made  these 
Kmitli  that  be  might  not  bo  misintoreretod 
or  nisnndetatood  in  what  ha  designed  furtber 
Wnr  upon  this  aaltject.    Wat  Uufe,  then,  rear 


son  that  tbey  abonld  change  all  their  l^slation 
in  r^orence  to  the  pnblio  lands  I  Had  not  every 
foreigner,  everywhere,  the  perfect  right  to  go 
to  onr  land  office  to  purchase  lands  t  and  who 
would  ioqnire  whether  be  was  a  citiEen,  or  in- 
tended to  make  himself  onet  Who  would 
make  such  an  inquiry?    'Wbero  was  the  law 

Eroposing  or  authoi-i^ng  itl  Two  years  ago, 
e  knew  sncb  a  proposition  was  made  here,  bat 
it  was  rejected.  Why  shonld  tliey  make  snob 
a  distinction  between  tha  foreigner  and  the  na- 
tive oitizen,  in  the  pnrchoxe  of  the  public  land! 
Yesterday,  in  theconrseoftho  debate,  ho  heard 
an  apprehension  expressed  that  tliey  were  abont 
to  violate  tbe  laws  of  the  States,  and  to  force 
npon  them  citizens  against  their  institntions ; 
but  could  ■Uiey  do  that  ?  "Was  it  in  tlieir  power 
to  do  itt  Buppose  they  made  a  grant  or  sale 
of  land  within  a  fitate  to  a  foreigner,  did  it 
prove  that  the  foreigner  could  hold  or  transmit 
that  property  to  another.  In  hta  own  State, 
(New  York,)  any  foreigner  conld  take  the  title 
'    land,  bnt  he  conld  not  hold  it  as  agiunst  the 


was  good  against  all  the  world  bnt — whati 
That  very  sovereign  power  which,  it  soerocd  to 
him,  genUemen  were  endeavoring  to  protect. 
The  United  States  had  yielded  to  the  States  aU 
sovereignty  over  this  domain  by  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  and  tbey  only  held  the 
title  like  a  private  individual,  and  they  had  the 
right  to  convey  in  the  seine  manner ;  bnt  sup- 
pose a  foreigner  should  parobase  fr(»n  them, 
and  the  law  of  the  State  did  not  enable  a  for- 
eigner to  hold,  or  transmit,  the  title ;  did  their 
patent  override  the  law  of  the  State  ?  No,  the 
foreigner  took  the  title  at  his  peril.  If  he  chose 
not  to  become  a  citizen,  what  was  the  conse- 
qoeace  ?  He  took  title  for  the  benefit  of  the 
8tat«.  The  lands  would  escheat,  if  he  did  not 
(qualify  himself  to  hold  and  convey.  Was  it  de- 
sirable then  to  the  States,  that  we  should  pro- 
hibit such  pnrchasere  !  So  long  as  the  title  re- 
mained in  the  General  Government,  the  power 
of  tbe  State  in  which  it  lay  did  not  reach  it; 
bat  tbe  moment  it  was  conveyed  to  any  for- 
eigner, or  to  anybody — to  an  infant,  Afimmt 
eewerUj  or  anybody  else,  there  was  an  end  of 
the  Federal  power,  and  the  question  of  title  was 
with  the  State.  And  were  they  called  apon  to 
say  who  shonld  or  who  should  not  parcboaet 
The  States  have  established  their  own  institn- 
tions to  please  themselves,  and  should  the  Con- 
gress attempt  to  interfere  ?  Was  there  a  State 
m  the  Union  in  which  e  foreigner  cannot  take 


the  titie  to  land  t  If  there  were,  ho  knew  i 
not — he  never  heard  of  each  an  instance.  In 
England  a  foreigner  can  take  tbe  titie  to  land, 
bnt  aa  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned,  he 
takes  for  its  benefit,  if  it  chooses  to  interfere. 
It  was  not  a  question,  then,  so  far  as  Congress 
wasooDcemed,  who  shall  hold  and  convey  Land; 
bnt  the  qnescion  with  which  Qiey  bad  to  do 
was,  who  shall  bo  permitted  to  take  the  title  f 
It  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Treaaory  tbey  sc^ 
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the  land,  and  when  it  waa  sold  It  fell  within  the 
power  and  jnrUdiction,  and  was  aabject  to  the 
taxation,  of  the  State  in  whioh  it  was  aitoated. 
If  the  State  choose  to  saf  that  a  foreigner  may 
hold  and  convey,  wonid  they  arrest  that  regu- 
lation f  And  if  the  State  shoald  choose  to  say 
a  foreigner  shall  not  hold  and  convey  real  estate 
within  it,  they  could  not  say  he  aholL  The 
moment  the  title  was  transferred  to  a  foreigner, 
it  was  in  the  State,  if  the  State  choose  to  avail 
Itself  of  its  technical  right.  Were  they  not, 
then,  flgitating  a  qnestion  which  did  not  belong 
to  tlcir  legislation,  and  with  which  properly 
they  had  no  concern  t  An  intimation  was 
thrown  ont  yesterday,  that,  to  stake  a  foreigner 
K  freeholder,  was,  in  suhstance  and  effect,  to 
make  him  a  voter.  Had  they  power  over  that  I 
He  thonght  they  bad  not.  He  believed  it  was 
in  the  power  of  every  State  in  this  Union  to 
prescribe  the  qnalifications  of  its  own  Totera, 
and  even  to  permit  that  man  to  vote,  tf  it«  |ko- 

Sle  choose,  who  is  not  a  citiEen  of  the  United 
lates ;  and  be  knew  of  no  power  in  tlie  Con- 
ffress  of  the  United  States  to  c4introl  the  State 
in  the  matter.  He  remembered  well  the  occa- 
sion when  bo  examined  tliis  subject — the  admis- 
rion  of  Michigan  into  the  Union — and  he  sonsht 
in  vuo  for  any  authority  in  any  branch  of  uiis 
Govemment  to  presenile  who  shall  or  who  aball 
not  Tote  in  the  States.  He  was  snre  -it  would 
not  be  foond  in  tbe  coniitltiition,  and  he  denied 
tbe  existence  of  any  snoh  power ;  and  so  he 
denied  any  authority  in  t^e  Oongress  of  the 
United  States  to  determine  who  shall  hold,  con- 
vey, or  transmit  the  title  to  real  estate  within 
the  States.  It  was  enough,  then,  that  they 
offered  the  land  In  the  market,  and  to  any  per- 
son who  would  pay  the  money  and  lake  the 
potent,  and  when  it  waa  sold  it  was  subject  to 
the  State  institutions.  These  had  been  his 
viawa  since  the  commencement  of  the  debate; 
and,  with  tliem,  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment  then  under  consideration. 

Ur.  BcoHAHAiT  s^d  he  shbuld  like  to  nnder- 
stand  how  the  amendment  stood ;  for,  as  ha 
nnderstood  it,  tbe  Senator  from  Eentuck^,  (Ur. 
CBrrrKtn>8N,)  by  aooepting  tlie  proposition  of 
Uie  Senator  from  Michigtm,  (Hr.  Pobtkr,)  had 
■nbatantially  yielded  t£e  point  in  disooirioa 
between  them. 

Mr.  Cbittindbk  then  said  he  would  prefer 
taking  the  question  on  the  amendment  as  ha 
had  originally  presented  it. 

Mr.  PoKTBB  said  he  sbonld  vote  tor  this 
amendment,  hecanse  he  was  anxious  to  hold 
oat  to  foreigner*  the  additional  inducement  it 
would  preaent  to  them  to  become  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  The  declaration  of  such  inten- 
tion was,  in  monj  cases  inadvertently,  bnt  in 
few  designedly,  omitted.  It  surely  was  the  pol- 
icy of  this  Government  not  only  to  onconrage, 
but  to  stimulate  these  people,  by  every  laudable 
inducement,  to  change  their  allegiance  and  be- 
come what  every  f^  whito  man  in  the  conn- 
try  ought  to  b»— on  elector.  He  did  not  dtdre 
to  see  tbe  soil  of  lllchigan  in  the  permanent 


possession  of  foreign  snljeots,  avene  to  tAiiig 
on  themoelves  the  dutiea  and  obligatient,  sud 
to  enjoying  the  potitical  Immnnities  md  priT- 
ileges  of  American  citiiena.  He  denied  to  im 
them  become  AmtrieoM,  and  when  &cj  vcri 
so  in  virtue  of  the  naturaUzation  laws,  be  iroold 
be  as  ready  to  welcome  them  to  all  iIm  liclits 
appertuning  to  them  as  such,  as  if  tbej  hid 
drawn  their  first  breath  among  ua.  Tbe  di» 
bilitiee  of  foreigners  in  T«latioD  to  ml  cstitt, 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  (Hr. 
WeioBT)  as  existing  in  that  State,  did  jniiA- 
taln  in  Uicbigan.  foreigners  there  oonld  tijw 
and  hold  land  tree  from  all  reatraints  on  tbt 
power  of  alienation,  eillier  by  deed  or  by  it- 
vise;  and  in  cases  of  intestacy,  it  deMMM 
according  to  general  laws.  It  was  (»lj  IIm 
political  disabilities  of  having  no  voice  in  dK- 
tiona,  and  of  ineligibility  to  office,  under  wlwh 
aliens  in  Michigan  labored.  Those  disaUlititi 
he  wished  to  see  removed ;  and  beeanu  Midi 
was  his  desire,  he  should  offer  the  iadneemtn 
presented  by  this  reBolntiou,  so  fiir  as  his  tdU 
tn  ita  favor  would  go. 

He  then  asked  the  pennlsrion  of  the  SeuU 
to  makeashortexplanaticHi  of  the  vote  begin 
yesterd^  en  tbe  amendment  offisred  b;  tl« 
honorable  Senator  from  Korth  Oarolina,  (Dr. 
yiAXQOK,)  which  confined  the  pre-emptioa  ri^ 
to  "  free  white  penons."  He  asked  it  on  w- 
connt  of  his  peculiarly  delicate  positioD,  lu 
being  the  only  Senator  who  gave  a  aeptiTi 
vote,  and  because  of  the  unusual  precipitilH* 
with  which  the  question  was  dispcMed  d. 

By  his  vote  on  this  amendment,  he  wai  eiM 
oa  to  decide,  as  a  Michigan  Senator,  vbAlKt 
this  distincdon  ought  to  be  recogniiei  It 
woold  be  observed  that  thia  was  the  Erst  in- 
stance in  which  it  bad  ever  been  made  in  U>« 
framing  of  a  pre-emption  law,  Not  one  of  On 
previous  acts  contained  it,  and  the  quntioi 
might,  therefore,  well  be  aaked  why  it  d»a» 
now  be  established.  But  there  was  not  lom 
his  objection  to  this  amendmenL  Ee  v  »; 
monished  by  the  tone  and  oharaoter  of  the  dvil 
institntioDB  of  the  Stato  he  represented,  not  to 
aanctien  it.  The  black  man  has  there  no  polit- 
ical power,  eicept  for  enumeration  as  tba  b») 
of  repreeentaticn.  He  cannot,  by  any  accoma- 
lation  of  property,  however  great  in  amoonl, 
become  an  elector,  or  hold  an  office.  But  bft 
all  his  disabilities  end.  He  enjoys  all  tbe  civS  | 
rights  conferred  by  oar  oonetltntkai  aod  >'*> 
on  the  white  man.  without  restriction  or  lio- 
itation.  He  may  take  and  hold,  u  ho  does  !»• 
and  hold,  real  and  perHinal  estate.  He  oit; 
convey  and  sell  it,  and  direct  its  descent  i! 
will  and  testament ;  and  if  he  dies  intesMte,  il 
descends  according  to  tbe  laws  in  force  teg^ 
lating  dower,  inheritance,  and  tbe  rights « 
creditors  of  deceased  penoof.  Id  &oiU  t^ 
color  of  the  skin  is  no  passport  to  an  nniet'* 
enjoyment  of  personal  libwty  or  the  righBw 
property.  The  right  proposed  to  be  conftirrt 
by  tils  pre-emption  bill,  being  strictly  »""' 
one^  and  ai  no  p^lltioal  power  csn  be  buNeat 
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lo  iti  efdojiDent  bj  the  block,  ha  might  well 
life  hedUUd  to  b«  the  first  to  create  a  dUtino- 
tion,  and  the  only  one,  aa  to  color,  in  the  tuul- 
iUes  for  the  »cqiiUitiMi  of  property,  afforded 
■like  to  all  hj*  the  framers  of  onr  State  oonsti- 
tattona. 

He  conU  well  imagine  that  this  qoeatioa  was 
liable  to  b«  viewed  in  different  lights  bj^  the 
retveaentativea  of  different  States.  He  was 
wnollj  noacgnaioted  with  the  domestJe  detaile 
«bieh  ref^late  the  institation  of  slareiy  at  the 
Sooth,  bnt  he  took  it  for  granted  that  a  dare 
caanot  hold  landa.  It  wonld  be  a  strange 
iDomal;  if  he  ooold. 

[Ur.  Hassdk  hero  remariced.  "  Ko.  certainly 
lie  eannoL"] 

The  abwnoe  of  this  amendment,  then,  wonld 
be  wbdly  inoperative  as  to  him,  and  he  ooold 
not,  therefore,  be  suspected  of  a  wish  to  oon- 
nect  this  bill  with  that  subject  to  the  iqjnrj 
of  SoDthenl  rights  or  Bontham  ftolinga,  voting, 
•1  he  wished  it  to  be  nndentood  it  was  his  de- 
ngn  to  Toto,  In  acoordotioe  with  what  he  be- 
Ikved  to  be  the  spirit  of  Michigan  institntions. 
Indeed,  he  ooold  not  feel  at  lib^tj  to  vote  oth- 

The  qnestion  was  now  pot  on  the  first  branch 
of  Mr.  Carrramisii'B  amendment,  and  decided, 
by  jt$a  and  naja^  as  follows : 

Tub.— Henn.  Clay  ot  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
lenden,  Gnham,  Hantiiigion,  Knight,  Hugani,  Tier- 
rick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Piectlaa,  Ptestoc,  Ruggiei,  ind 
Smith  of  hHUun— 14. 

Nirs. — Measra.  Allen,  AndeiBon,  Benton,  Butdian- 
ta,  fhHnnTn,  Clay  of  *'»*'-"■,  Fulton,  Henderaon, 
Hubbard,  King,  Unn,  Lomidda,  Hoaton,  Nitdicdaa, 
Korrell,  Rerce,  Eoane,  Ktriunson,  Sevier,  Smitli  of 

Cowncticut,  Stutgeoa,  Tallmadj      ~  

Will,  \Tlulo,  WlSlaras,  Wright, 

The  question  then  recorring  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  amendment,  vis.,  that  requiring 
■  declaration  from  the  applicant  that  his  whole 
property  was  not  worth  over  $600— 

Mr.  Biirrotr  expressed  his  hope  that  Mr. 
CsnrtSDBK  wonld  not  insist  opon  tUis,  bnt 
*oa)d  accept,  in  lien  of  it,  the  amendment 
vhich  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Tappas. 

Ht,  CaRTKNDEiT  declined  doing  so,  as  he  did 
Bot  connder  the  latter  at  oU  covering  the  Bame 

Mr.  Tafpax  then  formally  moved  fais  amend- 
ment, which  wns  to  odd  to  the  first  section  a 
proviso,  in  the  following  terms ; 

"  Fronded  farther^  That  no  person  being  the 
owner  of  laod  Id  aaj  3tale  or  Territory,  who  shall 
luit  or  ■bandon  his  re^dence  on  his  own  land,  to  rc- 
^^  on  public  land  in  the  samo  State  or  Territory, 
>4ia]|  acquire  any  right  of  pre-emption  under  ttus 

m" 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  hoped  the  fViends  of 
llie  settler  would  vote  against  both  propositions, 
OD  the  gronnd  that  it  was  entirely  a  new  fco- 
tore  In  the  lystciiL  and  one  wholly  Dnaeoesssry ; 
kt  who  wonld  think  of  making  a  speculation 
do  160  %a»  Qt  wild  land  ! 


The  qnestion  being  taken  on  the  latter  branch 
of  Mr.  OarmRDBN's  amendment,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  it  was  repeated,  as  fidlows : 

TcAS.— Vmsis.  day  of  Kentnoky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Oraham,  Huntingdon,  Knigbt,  Mangtun,  Mer- 
rick, nielps.  Fierce,  Frcntias,  Fr^ton,  Roane,  Rug- 
gles-U. 

"Sk-n. — Mewts.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  Una,  liOmpUn,  Uoutoo,  Klcholas,  Nor- 
vell,  Farter,  RobiosoD,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conoec- 
dcnt.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Bturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tap- 
pan,  Walker,  White,  Wright,  and  Young— 26. 

And  then  the  Sonata  adjoomed. 

Fbidat,  January  6. 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Lnnr,  in  pursuance  of  previona  notice^ 
asked  leave  to  introdace  a  Joint  resolntion  to 
authorize  the  adoption  of  measorea  for  the 
oocnpation  and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of 
the  Taws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same, 

Mr.  LiHK  aaii  that  when  this  bill  was  up  at 
the  last  sessi<Hi  for  discussion,  both  his  political 
friends  and  opptments  pressed  him  to  forbear 
nr^Dg  it  during  the  negotiations  with  the 
Bnti^  Government,  for  the  adjustment  of 
another  question,  from  a  fear  of  embarrassing 
its  settlement.  This  was  not  at  the  time  con- 
vincing to  him,  but  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
that  it  was  the  advice  of  gentlemen  of  experi* 
ence,  and  he  had  acted  In  aocordaoce  with  it. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  would  be  better  to  put 
the  whole  of  their  claims  on  Great  Britun 
together,  and  see  what  would  be  done  with 
them ;  but  be  never  expected  that  they  would 
he  amicably  a^osted.  The  history  of  the 
Briti^  Government  atforded  him  satisfactory 
evidence  on  this  sahjeot,  He  believed  th^ 
every  one  there  would  be  numbered  with  the 
dead  before  the  British  Government  would 
amicably  settie  a  question  of  this  natare.  If 
his  memory  served  correctly,  England,  pend- 
ing the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  had  been  willing 
to  pnrohase  that  territory ;  he  did  not  mean  to 
say  there  was  any  formal  offer  made,  but,  find- 
ing that  DO  such  arrangement  could  be  entered 
into,  she  had,  step  by  step,  made  progress  in 
territorial  encroachment,  until  she  presented  to 
the  world  a  dum  of  great  importance  where 
she  had  not  even  the  shadow  of  right,  and 
such  would  be  the  case  nt  every  point  of  the 
contest  with  Great  Britain.  The  British  had 
extended  their  possessions,  step  by  step,  from 
the  extreme  branch  of  Oolumbia  River  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  By  a  letter  which  he  had 
recently  received,  he  learned  that  the  Hudson 
Bay  Oompaoy  was  introducing  emigrants  from 
Great  Britain  by  Gape  Horn;  they  brought 
shepherds  and  placed  them  ou  forms;  they 
had  erected  British  forts  on  the  Territory  at 
Oregon,  and  had  poshed  their  establishmenta 
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on  the  eonth  b>  CaliforDia,  oad  on  the  ea«t  to 
the  Rockj  MoontaiuB;  and  bf  an  act  of  Par- 
liament, a  portion  of  the  criminal  law  of 
Great  Britain  wa»  extended  np  lo  the  very  con- 
fines of  the  StAtee  gf  Arkenws  and  Uieeonri. 
Kow,  if  we  have  a  jnst  right  and  cMm  to  that 

Eroperty,  lie  waa  not  the  man  to  say  it  should 
B  abandoned  to  anj  power  on  earth.  He 
was  prepared  and  wilting  to  go  into  a  diacnsaion 
of  the  whole  subject  here  ioToIved.  He  had 
been  censured  by  many  gentlemen  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union  for  not  having  pressed 
this  qneBtion  before,  when  he  delayed  It  be- 
caQM,  on  the  snggestion  of  others,  lie  woi  not 
willing  to  introdnoe  a  new  element  pending 


the  body  furtlier  nn  this  oocaBion;  bnt  ihonld 
the  Benate  grant  leave  for  the  introdnotion  of 
the  Joint  reaolntion,  he  wonld  embrace  the 
opportnnity  when  it  came  op  for  oooaideraition, 
to  submit  his  views  more  in  detail. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  Joint  resolation 
was  introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five, 
consisting  of  Uesns.  LiNir,  Walkkb,  Pkutok, 
PiKBOc,  and  Sstikb. 

Permanent  Protptetiie  Pre-emption  Zair. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  permanent  proopeotive  pre-emption  sys- 
tem in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
who  shall  inhabit  and  cnltivatA  the  same,  and 
ruse  a  W-cabin  thereon;  and,  theqnestion  being 
on  the  following  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 


"  Strike  out  all  after  the  enscUng  clause,  and  hi- 
aert  the  following :  That  every  nctnsl  settler  on  my 
of  tbepaUic  Unda,  to  vhichthe  Indlaii  title  has  been 
exIiDgoiriied,  except  auch  as  are  hereinafter  reaorred, 
being  the  heed  of  a  family,  or  over  twentf-one  yean 
of  age,  who  ras  In  pOBSeeaion  and  a  hoosekeeper,  by 
peiaonal  reaidecce  thereon,  at  the  time  of  tiie  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  and  four  moatha  next  preceding,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  pre-emplion  in  the  puiebase  of  the 
land  ao  settled  upon,  not  eiceeding  one  quarter  aec- 
tion  at  the  minimum  price  noir  estSilished  by  law. 

Ur.  ANDBHeoB  addressed  the  Senate  aa  fol- 
lows: Mr.  PnieiDKNT,  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
of  which  alone  I  sball  speak,  withont  Intending 
to  rely,  at  present,  npon  its  details,  has  been 
repeatedly  recc^ized  in  the  l^slation  of 
Tennessee,  and  has  again  and  again  received  the 
sanction  of  Congress  in  thur  di«porition  of  the 

Cnblic  domain.  The  people  of  this  country 
ave  always  sympathized  deeply  with  that 
hardy,  industrioua,  and  enleqirising  portion  of 
their  fellow -citizens,  who  go  from  their  re- 
BpecUve  States,  to  seek  a  solitary  home  in  the 
great  wilderness  of  the  West. 

Sir,  I  feel  the  full  weight  of  such  conaidero- 
tioDS  pressing  npon  me,  and  I  cannot  repress 
the  abrupt  expression  of  my  entire  dissent  fhmi 
the  views  represented  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  aide  of  u>ia  Hoose. 


[W™  Cora. 

I  look,  too,  to  this  measure  as  only  the  pro- 
gramme to  some  system  which  mnit  iit«i- 
sarily,  in  the  end,  take  the  antagonist  posiiion 
to  the  proposilion  heretofore  made,  to  dutntnte 
among  the  respective  Btatea  the  proceedi  of 
the  pnblio  lanas.  Both  projects  to  whkh  I 
refer  must  mainly  stand  or  fall  npon  the  lun 
great  principles.  This,  it  is  true,  is  not  cm- 
plete  in  the  final  disposition  of  the  public  laud, 
and  doee  not  postpone  those  vexed  qiititinu 
which  most  annually  arise  here;  hut  it  ij  tt 
least  a  pioneer  to  some  equitable  tritm, 
which  wUI  most  surely,  in  the  great  moTmeiit 
of  things,  come  sooner  or  later.  Hint  oths 
system  to  which  I  allnde,  should  he  bmui 
with  a  careful  regard  to  the  varioni  inUr«B 
involved,  and,  if  practicable,  at  least  pnssesitlH 
merit  of  afinol  aojustmentof  thesul^ect  Ue 
present  system,  however,  which  is  propMcd, 
ought  not  to  alarm  the  fears  of  thoM  »h> 
look  specially  to  the  moneyed  concerns  oftlw 
conntry  in  connection  with  onr  publlo  dannii; 
for  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  vill 
rather  add  to,  than  diminish,  the  revenora  c( 
the  Government.  That  which  yon  will  re- 
ceiTe,  and  that  which  you  will  save,  in  ibe 
courae  of  fifty  yeors,  will  advance  fiir  borooJ 
tlio  paltry  millions  which  you  can  cast  inlu 
the  Treasury,  by  any  nursing  policy  for  llw 
benefit  of  the  States  respeotiveiy.  I  rrfer,  sir, 
to  the  quantity  of  land  yon  will  sell,  snd  to 
the  accumulation  of  a  masave  papnlttiMi, 
upon  a  vastly  eitended  and  exposed  froDtw, 
whose  presence  may  either  overawe  tu  vtt^ 
the  naturally  belligerent  savage,  or  think  lii» 
bold  and  bl<>i>dy  inoursions. 

I  consider  this  measure,  therefore,  nut  IMj 
to  have  any  unfavorable  iinanctal  effect,  lai  si 
presenting  the  means  of  promoting  the  yn^ 
gress,  and  providing  for  the  safety  of  i  g""^ 

The  bill  proposes  that  every  white  penoi, 
being  the  bead  of  a  family,  and  every  irtiH 
man  over  the  age  of  eight«eD,  or  widow,  «1» 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  poblie  lands, 
and  who  shall  inhabit  and  improve  then,  uid 
rwso  a  log-cabin  or  other  dwellhig  thewn, 
shall  be   entitled    to   a   pre-emption  in  <1|' 

f lurch  ase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acrts  rf 
and,  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollir  m 
twenty-five  cents.  It  was  attempted  to  snieri 
thia  provision,  by  adding  the  condition,  i™ 
the  emigrant  who  was  worth  more  than  "^ 
hundred  dollars,  shonld  not  be  entilicd  totbc 
right  of  pre-emption.  A  regret  was  cipressfo 
on  yesterday  that  it  hod  fi^ed.  NottioF.  " 
seems  to  me,  could  bemoreunjostflndinTidiooi 
than  such  a  condition,  and  I  r^oioe  tliat  it  us 
failed.  It  is  the  enterprise,  the  industry,  tw 
the  safety  of  the  emigrant,  without  dirtiM?™ 
of  persons,  which  yon  seek  to  protect  SE*"5 
the  unequal  power  of  the  speculator;  "" 
whether  he  is  worth  one  dollar  or  fin  U""- 
sand,  all  those  considerationB  apply  ''^'^^ 
diminished  force  to  him,  while  he  stan*  U«J' 
as  one  more  to  be  added  to  the  liviog  nDii»n< 
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wMch  is  tfana  fonned  for  the  defonoe  of  the 
Tbole  cotmtrjr. 

Bat,  sir,  what  is  the  ffreat  policy  of  this 
meuoret  Tliia  being  settled,  for  good  or  for 
«iil,  determiiies  of  oonne  the  proper  liae  of 
onr  Action.  Is  it  Buch  u  we  heard  it  de- 
DDoncsd  to  be  on  yeatorday  t  It  was  then  de- 
Domioated  a  system  of  "  privileges  and  boon- 
tiesj " — a  system  by  which  our  mogDifioent 
donmn  wonld  ha  eshansted]  Sir,  what  priv- 
ilsge,  and  what  bonntj }  The  privilege  of 
bajing  land  at  the  minimnm  price  at  which 
jon  have  fixed  it  I  The  privil^  and  bonnty 
of  being  preferred  to  the  speonlatorl  That 
privQege  and  that  bonnty  to  the  poor  and  the 
idcentarons,  which  alone  can  make  your 
pablic  dom^n  most  valuable!  The  privilege 
t^  entering  a  wilderness  soven  hundred  miles 
trom  you-  seat  of  Goveniinoat!  A  privilege, 
the  natnral  resnit,  I  might  say  the  necessity, 
of  having  cast  the  Indians  ont  of  onr  borders  I 
the  privilege  of  assisting  to  fill  y onr  Treasnry  t 
Thin  privil^  yon  confer  upon  tlie  andismByed 
adTeotuier,  who  goes  forth  fW>m  the  land  of 
his  birth,  and  the  home  of  his  childhood,  from 
friends  and  kindred,  and  who  plants  towns  and 
cities  where  yon  would  have  to  establish  a 
conlon  trf  military  posts.  Sir,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, these  privileges  and  bonnties  fall 
from  onr  hand  npon  the  laborer,  the  farmer, 
sai  the  pioneer,  the  great  prodnoing  classes  of 
the  oommnuity,  like  summer  showers  upon 
the  parched  earth  1  They  are  rare,  bat  wel- 
come. They  are  onr  only  tender  mercies  cost. 
QpoD  them,  like  "uigels'  visits,  few  and  far 
between  I  "  And  shall  thehomble  poor  look  to 
US  in  vain  ?  Shall  we  tnm  them  from  our 
door  houseless  and  homeless,  and  even  (brbid 
them  to  strike  the  ose,  and  rear  their  cabin  in 
OUT  vast  and  nnocenpied  forests?  Has  so  soon 
H  "  chnngo  come  o'er  the  spirit  of  the  dream  ? " 
"but  yesterday,  and  they  cootd  have  stood 
agsiiut  the  world;  now,  none  so  poor  to  do 
them  reverenoel  "  Bir,  1  confess  it  struck  me 
vith  peculiar  force;  it  sounded  strangely  in 
mj  ears  to  hear  from  the  other  side  of  this 
Ilouae — from  the  party  with  whom  we  have 
!o  recently  contenued,  this  hill  which  so  Juntly 
ud  fiurly  provides  for  the  poor,  the  iodustriona, 
the  enterpriaiug,  the  great  producing  oksBes 
of  the  cnmmnnity,  denounced  most  bitteriy. 
Id  a  "bill  of  privileges  and  bounties,  of  re- 
wards and  punishments."  I  repeat,  considering 
llie  scenes  tbrongh  whici*  we  have  recently 
iiassed,  and  the  qaarter  from  whence  this  came, 
I  iraa  most  profoundly  astonished.  It  oarries 
viib  it  a  praoUoal  commentaiy,  which  no 
ingenuity  can  escape,  and  wliich  reonires  no 
eloqaenpe  to  illnstrate  or  enforce.  Sir,  how 
BJon  has  it  been  forgotten  that  those  very  men 
for  whom  we  are  now  legislating,  belong  to 
thgl  grettt  agricnltnral  mas*  who  pursue  the 
e^ly  unprotected  occnpation  in  onr  country  t 
How  soon  has  it  been  forgotten,  that  they  are 
the  voters  and  the  tax-payers,  from  whose 
hands  ar«  reodved  all  toe  power,  and  from 


the  sweat  of  whose  brows  flows  all  the  sweets 
that  luxurious  wealth  carefully  gathers  np  to 
oheriah  and  Inspire  its  coll^iseo  excitement, 
to  please  its  taste,  and  gratify  its  pride. 

But,  sir,  this  pro^iecljve  pre-emption,  as  I 
have  staled,  was  also  denoonoed  as  a  system  of 
rewards  and  pnnishmenta,  applied  between 
the  Atlantic  and  the  West.  The  citizen  of  the 
n^lect«d  Atlantio  was  described  as  being  left 
to  pnrsne  his  obecure  path  unknown,  and  un- 
regarded by  the  Government,  while  the  man 
of  the  fai  West  rioted  in  the  pnrsoit  of  the 
wUdgame  of  the  prairies,  and  had  snporadded 
to  his  pleasures  the  highest  legislative  rewards. 
The  great  landed  domain  has  been  held  up  as 
that  patrimony  of  the  old  Stntea  of  which  tfaey 
have  been  gradnslly  stripped  by  a  similar 
legislation,  and  of  whiob  we  seemed  now  to  be 
in  the  attitude  of  nltimately  depriving  them, 
for  the  bene6t  of  a  more  favorea  region.  The 
hamlets,  the  towns,  the  citiee,  the  vast  spread- 
ing popnialjon  of  the  West,  has  been  gronpod 
in  (^phio  pictures  to  impress  more  strik- 
ingly npon  oar  minds  how  we  have  built  them 
by  onr  legislation,  and  fostered  them  by  onr 
patronage.  These  have  been  called  the  re- 
wards of  the  West.  In  contrast  with  tliis,  and 
over  whicii  the  sendtive  and  sympathizing 
can  scarcely  reftwn  a  tear,  we  have  the 
neglected  condition  of  the  Atlantic  States 
painted  with  a  fervid  pencil  and  a  filial  hand. 
Their  old  fields  covered  with  the  growth  of  the 
piue,  their  villages  decayed,  their  houses  de- 
serted, and  their  ^tizens  gtme.  Who,  sir,  but 
wonld  monm  over  desolation  like  tbist 
would  weep  to  witness  the  infliction  of  such  a 
punishment?  There  is  nothing,  perhaps,  which 
more  powerfully  oppeals  to  the  sympatliy  of  the 
human  heart  than  the  narrative  of  the  misfor- 
tunes c^  those  wbo  have  passed  fhim  the  high- 
est tide  of  prosperity,  to  obscure  want.  But 
that  the  impression  may  sink  deep  and  lasting 
the  picture  mnst  be  just  A  mistake  in  this 
is  fatal.  It  will  chUl  your  charity,  and  dry 
your  tears.  How,  then,  does  this  work  of 
the  imoginaUon  contrast  with  all  that  meets 
your  eye  tliroughont  the  broad  Northern 
Atlantic  States?  They  have  advanced  in  their 
population,  augmented  their  commerce,  im- 
proved and  increased  their  sgrienltuie,  adorn- 
ed and  extended  their  cities,  founded  new  seats 
of  learning,  revived  those  whose  decaying 
lights  were  goiug  OUt,  and  added  with  a  most 
□neiampled  rapidity  to  the  private  wealth  of 
individoals  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sci- 
encen,  the  building  of  roods,  the  opening  of 
canals,  and  the  laying  of  railways,  until  they 
have  extinguished  space,  and  slmost  condensed 
their  cities  to  a  unit.  In  all  this  the  broad 
bead  of  prosperity  has  made  its  deep  and 
indelible  impress.  This  forms  a  small  part  of 
the  ptmiihmtnl*  inflicted  upon  the  Atlantio 
Statee  by  the  dispoution  of  toe  public  lands. 

But,  Mr.  Prudent,  let  us  inqniro,  for  a 
moment,  into  this  system  of  rewards  and  pan- 
iahmeats,  which  has  esdted  so  msoh  denuncia* 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


A6BIDGMENT  07  THB 


Jamuabt,  1841.] 

tiOD.  I  do  not  metut  to  ntter  any  thing  onkiiid, 
or  iDvidious,  or  in  the  roirit  of  oomiMUDt,  bat 
ia  tha  right  of  r^oiuer,  I  maj  be  permitt«d  to 
oontTEist  the  action  of  this  Govornmeat  in 
regvd  to  the  two  grand  divisions  of  th« 
country — the  Atlantic,  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  iDterior  on  the  other.  I  think  it  reqalres 
no  great  mental  effort  to  perceive  that  there 
is  Boand  philoaoph;  in  the  parallel,  that  this  di- 
vision in  the  Republio  into  too  great  sections  has 
a  necessary  eiist^aco  !a  their  natural  pontion. 
It  is  tlie  hbtory  of  all  Eovernmeuta,  ana  where- 


lands.  We  therefore  want  men ;  and  men 
and  lands  constitute  the  greatness  of  our  posi- 
tion, and  from  which,  as  a  resource,  we  may 
build  up  a  flourishing  country .  In  tlie  progress 
of  indnstry  this  le  a  necessary  consequence.  It 
is  not  more  natural  in  us,  therefore,  to  ask  you 
to  do  that  in  reuard  to  tlie  pnblie  liindi  which 
will  benefit  and  protect  the  laboring  settler, 
than  it  is  wise  in  you  to  grant  the  dtrmand, 
beoanse  it  will,  in  the  end,  promote  a  common 
prosperity.  Such,  sir,  is  the  tree  "head  and 
front "  of  the  whole  system  of  rewards  to  tbe 
West.  Bnt  not  merely  to  balance  this  for  the 
past,  the  present,  and  through  all  future  time, 
nas  it  never  occarred  to  yon  that  fur  all  the 

Burpoees  of  taxation  and  expenditure,  ours  u  a 
'orthern  Atlantic  Qovemment,  and  those 
States  are,  have  been,  and  most  probably  will 
continue  to  be,  the  great  recipients  of  the 
moss  of  the  public  expenditures!  The  differ- 
ence between  ns  is  that  we  of  the  interior  are 
tai-Dayers,  but  nnt  receivers  of  the  great  body 
of  the  appropriations.  In  the  Atlantio  they 
are  tax-payers  and  receivers  too,  and  their 
industry  is  actnally  stimnlated  b^  that  which 
they  consume,  because  the  premmm  at  which 
they  are  permitted  to  do  it  is  returned  into 
their  bonds,  either  for  tlie  products  of  their 
soil,  or  their  skill  iu  manufactures.  Thus  the 
system  of  punishments  proceeds.  It  is  in  the 
Atlantic  States  that   yo«  have  erected   your 


to  all  these,  yon  have  improved  their  harbors. 
I  repeat,  sir,  I  do  not  speak  in  the  spirit  of  dis- 
satisfaction, but  of  justice.  Our  brethren  of 
the  Northern  Atlantic  do  bnt  enjoy  their  posi- 
tion, perhaps  with  no  greater  tendency  to  the 
monopoly  of  all  tiie  moneyed  fjavora  of  the 
Government  than  is  natural  to  man  where  his 
slightest  caprice  has  been  respected,  and  all  his 
wishes  indulged.  Tliese  men  for  whom  we 
ask  yonr  protection  against  the  speonlator,  are 
both  tax-payers  and  land-bnyere  at  yonr  own 
price — and  for  all  this  we  inflict  a  pnuishnient 
upon  the  old  States,  by  building  our  ships 
there,  when  they  mignt  be  constructed  on  the 
waters  of  tha  Mississippi.  We  pnrebasa  tiiere 
almost  all  our  naval  and  military  stores,  when 
they  might  be  obt^ed  in  the  West.    In  the 


[MnCon. 


■arms,  ai 

of  war,  Tennessee  and  Missouri  cm  offer 
facilities  not  to  be  excelled  in  any  part  of  tin 
world;  bnt  in  the  harshness  of  oor  Kveritj, 
we  punish  our  friends  and  fellow.citiieiii  of 
tlie  Atiantio,  by  the  monufoctDre  at  these 
articles  within  their  borders,  that  their  nv 
material  may  be  used  instead  of  oars,  tlitir 
skill  employed,  and  their  provintmi  conBomei 
We  have  punished  them  by  giving  to  ths  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum  of  Connecticnt  a  township 
of  land — and  of  the  millions  appropriated  ki 
the  support  of  onr  Qovemment,  more  ihni 
five-si  iths  are  expended  in  the  Nmtbem 
Atlantio  States.  Above  all,  we  ipunitb  Ibeni 
by  expending  every  surplus  dollar  we  nisk«  b 
their  ports.  No  matter  Ijow  it  oomeo,  whedxr 
from  the  toil  of  the  miner  or  the  plongbrntn, 
the  hardy  trapper  or  the  trader  of  Sut*  Ft, 
the  wealthy  merchant  and  the  mannbctuHcf 
the  North  gather  within  tha  year  the  ha;4 
eaminas  of  the  whole  West  But,  sir,  I  oiiEbt 
to  add  that  otiier,  and  that  last  paniabiMiil 
which  we  inflict  upon  them,  and  from  vhirli, 
like  the  Tetaardi  thtg  hateie  on  «*,  <m  sU  i'- 
rwt  a  common  bott^l.  We  punish  them  b; 
seeking  to  improve  that  proud  and  gloriou 
navy  which  protects  them  in  war,  and  enridMi 
them  in  peace. 

This  is  a  hasty  review  of  the  jmniAnnfi 
inflicted  npon  the  Northern  Atiantic,  pecn- 
liorly ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  they  an  it 
least  gentle  and  tender.  In  relnrn,  wr,  Ihoofli 
you  may  call  them  by  the  name  of  tewtrk 

E've  to  ns  similar  punishmeats — so  gentle,  "o 
nd,  so  modest,  so  tender  I  That  is,  sir,  U 
us  have  tlie  advantages  of  our  position— Ci 
land  and  men — as  you  have  the  advioUges  J 
your  position;  and  do  not  seek  to  betomO 
great  land  merchant,  boldiog  up  your  ucr- 
chaudise  for  higher  prices,  or  fretting  over  the 
apprehension  of  the  loss  of  n  few  centc.  Iti^ 
not  demanded  by  your  obligations— it  b  on- 
suited  to  the  greatness  of  your  policy. 

I-et  us  hear  no  more,  then,  of  "pritilep* 
and  bounties,"  of  "  rewards  and  pnoiibnicaU'' 
or  of  the  obscurity  of  the  man  of  the  AUentie. 
white  that  gilded  coach  parades  yondv  eity, 
and  that  humble  laborer  delves  in  tlie  soil  oT 
the  far  West,  and  while  that  banker  hu  been, 
or  is  to  be,  made  yet  more  than  a  mHlienu^i^ 
with  potent  privileges,  that  princes  wfU. 
envy,  while  that  lonely  emignint  asks  lesve  W 
pay,  from  the  labor  of  his  hands,  the  pri'-'^ 
you  have  fixed  upon  the  little  spot  of  en^ 
where  he  has  naivi  his  log-cabin,  and  pliecd 
in  it,  as  its  queen,  the  wife  of  his  bos<Ha,  the 
partner  of  his  perils  and  his  toils. 

In  one  word,  bestow  upon  the  men  of  l» 
West  who  shall  go  there,  those  kind,  tbw 
gentle,  and  those  tender  punishments  wbics 
we  bestow  upon  the  Northern  Atlantio.  Gin 
us,  I  repeat,  the  advantages  of  our  position, » 
we  give  to  yon  the  advantages  of  youn,  aod  w 
itnotgmdgpngly.  

Mr,  Mabsvh  laid    aa    thara  were  seraw 
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Senitore,  bimnlf  Moaag  tbe  number,  who 
rbhed  to  mbmit  their  views  in  relation  to 
ias  bill,  be  would  aak  Its  frianda  to  postpone 
ibe  farther  diBcnsrion  of  it  until  MoDday  next ; 
which  bebg  agreed  to,  tb«  bill  wu  inforaullf 
passed  over. 

Hi.  Oarraamms  aatd  he  was  in  ftvor  of  a 
pre-eiaptjim  law,  bnt  it  must  be  on  certain 
tenn9  and  conditiona ;  and,  to  show  what  those 
\ena  and  oonditiona  were,  be  would  BObmit 


offer  when  the  bill  was  a^n  taken  up,  and 
vbich  be  asked  might  be  ordered  to  be  pnnt«d ; 

Raolrai,  That  the  tnll  be  recominltted  to  tbe  mhh- 
miltM  that  reported  it,  with  instniclioiu  to  report 
lawndments  thereto,  to  the  following  effect : 

I.  To  diMribute  the  proceedi  oT  the  mlea  of  the 
piUic  land)  unong  the  seTeral  States  of  the  Uoiou  in 
jusl  ind  eqnitable  proportions. 

!.  To  grant  to  iftiud  bona  fide  settlers  npoa  the 
patilic  linds  the  right  of  pre-emption  (o  uaj  quantil; 
Iberf  of,  aot  eicecding  one-half  section,  or  3S0  acres, 
iccfuding  the  place  erf'  settlement,  at  the  minimum 
piice  of  |1  2a  per  acre;  with  sodi  proiinons  as 
dull  Unut  thii  ri^  irf  lettleDMDt  and  pre-flmptlOD  to 
actual  bona  fide  settler*  wfaoee  estate,  at  the  time  of 
KUlemenc,  dull  not  exceed  tbe  lalne  of  C1,000 ;  and, 
furtbemure,  with  such  proTidons  al  diall  cffaAoaU  j 
tidnde  the  wealthier  apeculators  trom  all  bene- 
fit under  thia  law,  and  (ball  prerent  th^m  from 
interfering  with,  or  participating  In,  the  prinl^e 
and  right  of  Kttlemeut  and  pre-emption,  which  are 
hetebj  granted  and  Intended  for  the  sole  advantage 
of  Uie  needj  and  honest  settlers  and  cultivators  of  the 
Mil 

\tr.  LofH  then  g&Te  notice  that  he  shonld 
more  an  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Kentackv,  for  tbe  piirpose  of  ap- 
propriating the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  of 
the  pablio  lands,  to  iDorease  tbe  national  de- 
fences. He  hoped  both  his  amendment  and 
tbat  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  be 
Tuted  down ;  but  he  wonld  move  as  often  as 
this  question  came  np,  to  apply  tbe  money  to 
tbo  protection  of  their  fVontier,  both  maritime 
sod  inland,  Oom  aggreadon  in  future  time. 

Ur.  Bbnton  wiid  uie  proposition  of  the  Bena- 
tor  from  Kentucky  was  based  on  the  one  which 
there  was  no  aifflealty  in  comprebendiog. 
Bat  the  Senate  and  the  country,  from  tbe  first 
of  the  present  teBSion,  had  been  told  of  tbe 
eibtenee  of  a  national  debt  which  that  Sen&tor 
sod  his  friends  affirmed  did  exixt,  but  which 
he  {Ur.  Bkmtoit)  and  hia  friends  denied.  The 
Senator  had  bis  thanks,  nevertheless,  fbr  com- 
ing forward  witb  this  propodtion  so  openly : 
it  was  an  intimation  of  the  policy  of  the  new 
Administration — of  their  intention  to  add  to 
the  national  expetulitares,  to  restrict  the  in- 
cone  of  tbe  eoantry,  and  then  to  have  recourse 
to  s  biffh  tariff.  He  deemed  this  the  opening 
op  of  the  whole  poU^  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion, and  be  was  not  wilting  to  vota  on  it  now, 
iftbeycoold  decide  agdnst  it  by  forty  to  one; 
he  wished  tbot  policy  to  be  laid  open  to  the 
1MW  of  the  people  of  tfae  United  Statea,  and  he 
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only  rose  now  to  thank  the  gentleman  for  hia 
dedarations  of  yesterday  and  to-day — of  yes- 
terday, in  favor  of  a  National  Bank,  «id  to- 
day, on  tbe  snbject  of  the  land  revenue,  by 
which  three  or  four  millions  wonld  be  divert- 
ed from  the  national  income,  and  wonld  have 
to  be  made  vp  by  loans  and  taxes.  Be  (Ur. 
Bbmtoit)  agam  thanked  tlie  Senator — thev 
should  now  have  afair  contest  and  uo  "bnsti. 
whacking."  They  (Hr.  Benton  and  his  friends) 
wonld  go  to  the  contest  with  the  opnosite 
gentlemen,  and  they  should  see  whether  a 
natjonal  debt  shonld  be  oreatod,  but  which  the 
Senators  on  tbe  other  side  said  did  now  exist, 
which  he  (Ur.  Bbnton)  denied,  and  they 
shonld  see  whether  so  larve  a  snm  shonld  be 
withdrawn  from  the  public  revenue.  Be 
once  more  thanked  the  honorable  Senator,  and 
promised  him  that  he  would  be  met  in  the  com- 
ing contest. 

Mr.  OtiirfBtrmiT  wonld  extend  hia  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  Senator  titim  Missouri,  by 
the  fbrther  avowal  that  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  such  an  additional  impointion  of  duties  as 
will  supply  an  adequate  revenue  to  the  Govem- 

Mr.  OALHOmT  add  !t  was  evident  this  debate 
wonld  take  a  wide  range,  and  would  bring  the 
whole  subject  of  public  lands  before  the  Senate ; 
he  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  would  move,  sa 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Seno- 
tor  from  Kentucky,  a  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lauds  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States  on 
certain  conditions  therein  mentioned. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Ur.  CnrrrEirsEH 
was  then  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Uondi?  next. 


HOUSE  OF  KSPRBSBRTATITSa 

FninAT,  January  8. 
FtiwUeer  Pattum  .^n^. 

Ur,  Baltosstau.  submitted  the  following, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

Eetolttd,  That  the  Seoetary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  Bouse  what  amount 
of  moncj  was  received  by  the  United  States  under 
the  act  of  June  2S,  1812,  and  the  act  of  Febriiar;  13, 
1813,  providing  that  two  per  cent,  of  the  net  amount 
of  prise  money  arising  from  captures  made  b;  the 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  be  set 
apart  as  a  pension  fund,  as  set  forth  in  s^d  acts.  Also, 
to  report  whether  the  same,  or  any  and  what  part 
thereof,  was  invested ;  and  If  so,  In  what  stock  or 
securities ;  and  at  what  price  the  said  investments, 
and  also  the  sales  thereof,  were  made.  And  also  to 
report  when  the  said  pension  fund  became  ezhanatad, 
and  how  much  of  tbe  same,  or  the  proceeds  arisbig 
therefrom,  was  paid  to  peisooa  other  than  those  for 
whose  use  the  sud  fund  was  pledged  by  the 
said  acta,  and  under  and  by  virtue  oTsubeeqaent 


And  then  the  Home  a^onmed. 
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KoNDAT,  Jannat?  11. 

Permanent  Protpeetite  Pre-emption  Laa. 

This  bill  being  again  in  order, 

The  Fbssidbnt  stated  the  qoestion  to  be  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(Hr.  G&iTTzaDKS}  to  roconunit  the  bill  willi 
imtractiona. 

Hr.  Cbittbndbk  said,  when  he  offered  hia 
motion,  he  did  not  intend  to  delaj  the  bill,  and 
he  would  now  leave  gentlemea  to  dispose  of  it 
aa  they  thought  proper. 

Ur.  Bbkton  looked  upon  the  propositioa  of 
tiie  Senator  &oin  Kcntuoky,  if  adopted,  as  go- 
ing to  destroy  the  hill — not  directly,  but  by 
loading  it  down  with  incongmoua  matter. 
There  was  a  latitude  usaally  allowed  to  Senators 
in  their  ameadments  of  measures  brought  before 
them,  and  when  it  was  desired  to  destroy  the 
whole  bill,  it  waa  cnstDmary  to  move  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  aubiiti- 
tute  other  matter  instead;  but  to  include  in  a 
bill  incongruous  matter  that  was  entirely  for- 
eign to  its  object,  whatever  might  he  the  object 
oithe  mover,  was  directly  to  defeat  the  meas- 
ure. Ue  knew  it  was  also  a  fair  and  parlia- 
mentftry  practice,  where  Senators  apuroved  of 
part  of  a  bill,  and  disapproved  of  other  parts, 
to  laowt  to  strike  out  the  objectionable  matter; 
but  what  was  the  proposition  then  maiiet 
There  was  a  bill  to  grant  pre-emptions,  which 
they  hod  done  for  forty  years  under  this  Gov- 
ernment— a  question  which  was  not  only  free 
from  constitution^  difficulties,  but  one,  the 
benefits  of  which  had  been  tested  by  experi- 
ence— and  for  tlie  first  time,  a  gentleman  who 
was  hostile  to  the  hill,  offers  a  proposition  to 
amend,  not  by  striking  out  all  alter  the  enact- 
ing clause,  for  that  wonld  be  parliamentary, 
but  to  amend  by  adding  to  it  a  scheme  for  the 


distribution  of  die  pubflc  land  rt 
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any  thing  be  more  incongruous  than  this !  The 
distribution,  of  the  laud  revenue  brought  up  a 
question  of  the  gravest  kind— it  involved  a 
constitutional  question  of  great  importance — it 
would  originate  the  inquiry  whether  the  land 
revenue  was  not  as  much  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  when  it  came  into  the  Treasury, 
OS  every  dollar  paid  by  the  merchant  on  the 
importation,  of  bis  goods ;  and  then  come  up 
the  considorotioD  of  the  distribution  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country  at  all ;  aud  that,  if  they  had 
the  right,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  do 
it  at  any  time,  especially  at  the  present  time. 
Then  wonld  fallow  the  whole  qn^ion  of  their 
financial  system,  the  income  and  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  and  the  inqniry 
whetiier  it  was  possible  for  the  Government  to 
get  along  with  the  current  payments  without 
uie  land  revenue;  and  then,  if  the  Government 
could  not  get  along  without  the  land  revenue, 
how  was  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied — 
whether  by  loans  ta  taxes !  Here,  then,  were 
questions  of  the  greatest  moment ;  some  of 
uiem   believed    to   he   uucoDstitutJonal,   and 


others  miechievooa,  and  all  involTiDg  *  wt 
mass  of  expenditure,  which  would  heu  iitsiil; 
on  the  country,  '^ovt  he  repeated  tksl  it  vu 
contrary  to  all  l^islation— contrary  to  lU  cw- 
tomary  rule  of  proceeding,  thus  to  btiiif  in  i 
foreign  and  overpowering  and  overakaiiviiig 
subject  at  such  a  lime,  to  sink  and  destror  u 
ordinary  measure  of  IcgislaUun,  aa  it  pKwd 
along.  He  held  that  this  oaght  not  to  to  tU 
mode  in  which  an  enemy  of  the  bill  shonU  it 
tack  it;  the  Senator  from  Eentuckj  (kf. 
Cbittxkdxs)  was  the  enemy  of  the  pre-em^ 
tiuD  bill ;  and  let  him  then  attack  it  birlf-^ 
him  attack  it  in  the  front — let  bim  «v«  lu 
reasons  against  it;  but  let  bimnot,bTUiiaeldt 
movement,  bury  it  under  incongrooiis  mKUt 
—let  him  not  destroy  it  by  a  side  blow,  ss  lb) 
measure  was  passing  along.  Such  s  praptN' 
tion  as  that  by  the  Senator  from  Zentack;do« 
not  belong  to  the  leeislation  of  the  Senate— it 
docs  not  belong  to  tEe  legislation  of  anf  bodi, 
and  he  {Ur.  Bketoh)  denounced  it  as  contn;? 
to  all  fur  legislation,  wherever  legislation  vii 
known. 

This  distribution  policy  commenced  font 
yearn  ago,  and  he  then  denounced  it ;  be  loll 
them  that  if  thev  commenced  a  dividon  of  il« 
surplus,  it  would  be  but  a  little  time  befm 
they  divided  that  which  was  not  the  mrt^'^i- 
In  one  of  his  speeches,  to  which  he  bad  iM 
thought  it  necessary  to  refer,  he  had  told  then 
that  if  the  States  once  began  to  lick  thstblwc, 
they  would  live  on  no  other  food  ftwn  iliai 
time  forth— if  they  began  to  look  to  the  Fw- 
eral  Government  for  money,  they  would  mm 
in  and  take  from  that  Government  the  nwH 
of  its  own  support;  and  now  had  thcf  QC* 
proved  the  truth  of  Lis  prediction  I  He  ba 
told  them  then  that  to  mstribnte  antoog  in 
States  what  was  called  the  surplus,  whieh  w»s 
then  placed  in  the  bulks,  would  be  either  u 
make  the  depowt  banks  close  their  vaults,  w  ta 
ruin  their  debtors ;  and  he  had  told  tbem,iJ». 
that  it  must  be  done  to  the  exhaustion  of  ibi 
Treasury ;  but  nothing  would  do,  for  the  boob 
called  it  "  surplus."  He  told  themif  thejtot* 
that  first  step,  it  would  he  the  first  plui^ 
downward,  from  which  there  was  neithct  re- 
treat nor  halt ;  and  had  they  not  now  a  propo- 
sition, in  four  short  years  from  the  tiuje  of  m> 
prediction,  to  abstract  from  the  current  incoiM 
of  the  Government  a  sum  of  four  millions  a 
dollars  per  annum,  at  a  moment  when  the  ?«■ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  showed  them,  in  Ms 
report,  that  it  was  as  much  as  conld  be  doneW 
make  the  annual  outgoings  and  incomings  w- 
ance  each  other— at  a  time,  too,  when  ^"^ 
men  on  the  other  ude  proclaimed  a  debt  <» 
twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  which  thej 
intended  to  detect  at  their  called  ««i("" 
What,  then,  were  to  be  their  feeline  I  "<•* 
they  to  look  on  and  see  the  Fedeid  Go^*™: 
ment  stripped  of  every  shilling  of  ito  revejo^i 
Wore  they  t«  see  the  States,  when  thej  r<«°a 
themselves  in  want  of  money,  swie  the  nje*^ 
of  the  Federal  Goveniment,  and  tdl  it  to  u" 
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MKof  itsdf  t  Hod  It  come  to  thisl  He  de- 
nooMd  It  u  Doe  of  the  most  ontrageons  prop- 
Mitioiu  that  was  ever  made  under  onr  form 
of  gorerament.  Here  woa  a  proporitloa  to 
vtthdnw  one-foorth  part  of  the  revenue  in  a 
time  of  diSScnltj,  and  at  a  period  when  one 
pirtj  waa  procUimin^  a  hidden,  a  secret  debt 
of  tweDtj-seren  million^  and  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  enonnooa  proposition,  did  not 
tdl  them  what  snbstitnte  be  had  to  propose. 
Wh;  did  not  the  gentleman  go  oa  with  his  in- 
ftracttooa,  and  direct  the  Finance  Commlttoe 
to  borrow  foor  millions  of  dollars,  or  to  fssaa 
fmt  loillioDS  of  Treasniy  notes,  or  to  impose 
four  miUioiu  of  taxes  lo  supply  the  place  of  the 
ibstracted  land  revenne  ?  And  let  him  observe, 
ihcT  could  not  deceive  others  if  thej  deceived 
ihcmselvea.  If  they  deceived  thomselvea  they 
eonld  not  deceive  others  when  they  said  :  "  We 
nnnot  coostitntionally  borrow  money  or  raise 
money  by  taxes,  to  divide  among  the  States ; 
but  one  thine  we  can  do ;  we  can  take  the 
nwney  we  find  in  the  Treasury,  give  it  to  the 
States,  and  impose  a  tax,  or  borrow,  or  strike 
TrMsnrr  notes  to  snpply  the  place  of  that 
wbich  we  give  away."  And  yet  this  was  the 
proposition  of  the  Rentlemsa  from  Eentnoky : 

rllify  it  as  he  pleased,  defend  it  or  shrink 
m  itj  defence,  as  he  pleased,  it  came  to  this : 
"  here  Is  a  marked  proposition  to  raise  revenue 
by  loan  or  tax  for  distribntion  among  the 
States."  In  the  mind  of  every  candid  man  it 
vas  the  same  aa  a  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  fbr 
dutribntlon  among  the  States  in  the  first  in- 

iir.  Lmr  defended  the  bill.  He  said  that 
th<9  Government  had  been  settled  on  the  pre- 
emptive system  ttotn  the  beginning;  ana  he 
■ished  to  keeip  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and 
the  end  together.  In  allasion  to  the  epithets 
implied  by  some  gentlemen  to  the  settlers,  of 
"land  stcalen"  and  "sqnatters,"  and  of  the 
opinion  of  others  in  contradiction  of  his  state- 
ment, that  a  small  civil  force,  and  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws,  wonld  preserve  the  pnblio 
bndjt  from  encroachment,  ha  said  that  it  was  a 
scriptural  ii^nnction  to  man  to  possess  the 
earth,  and  replenish  it;  bot  if  it  were  "land 
Keiling,"  this  was  a  nation  of  land  stealers 
from  the  beginning,  for  they  had  either  stolen 
it  or  cheated  the  Indians  ont  of  It ;  and  there- 
lore  the  appellation  wonld  apply  equally  to 
their  forentnera.  That  the  movement  of  the 
people  would  be  oni^'ard,  he  again  asserted ; 
>nd  he  denied  that  the  laws  were  a  sufficient 
Mfegnard  of  the  public  lands.  Jnrors  conld 
Boi  be  fonnd  to  convict  in  anch  coses,  which 
*ere  uniformly  decided  against  the  Govern- 
ment, St  an  expense  of  many  thousand  dollars. 
Wiiold  the^^  then,  send  an  army  to  destroy  the 
"sqnatters?"  If  ho  had  an  enemy  in  the 
vorld,  (and  he  believed  he  had  not  many,)  he 
VDold  wish  him  no  greater  Infliction  than 
■ha  scorpion  stings  of  conscience,  with  which 
^  execntion  of  such  a  commission  would  be 


to  heal  breaches  in  the  law.  Charters  were 
sometimes  violated,  and  leglalation  was  resorted 
to  to  heal  the  breaoh.  Here,  then,  wa»  a 
breach  of  the  law  by  the  settlers,  and  they  were 
asked  to  pass  this  bill,  to  heal  the  breach. 

Mr.  Cauioitn  wisliod  to  move  en  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Seitator  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  hoped  now  the  debate  would  take 
the  widest  range,  and  embrace  all  the  eabjects 
in  connection  with  the  great  land  qnestion. 

Ur.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  rei^ested  the  Senator 
iVora  South  Carolina  to  pot  his  amendment  in- 
to ahape,  so  that  it  could  be  printed,  and  to 
give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjonm. 

Ur.  Caibock  assented,  and  his  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Its  object  was  to 
strike  ont  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  to 
substitute  his  "  bill  to  cede  the  pnblic  lands  to- 
the  States  in  which  they  lie,  on  certun  con^- 

Tha  Senate  then  o^Jonmed. 


TusGDAT,  Jannary  13. 

Ptrmantnt  ProtptetivB  Pn-emption  Laui. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  proqteot- 
ive  pre-emption  system,  in  fhvor  of  settlers  on 
the  pnblic  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cnlti- 
Tote  the  same,  and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon, 
being  the  special  order  of  tlie  day,  was  taken 
np,  the  qtiostion  being  on  the  proposition  by 
Mr.  OmmmiEN  to  recommit  the  bUl,  with  In- 
structions to  report  a  bill  to  distribute  the  pn>- 
oeedaof  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States,  which  Mr.  C&lboun  offered  to  amend, 
by  subatitntinK  a  bill  to  cede  the  pnblio  lands 
to  the  States  m  which  tbey  lie,  upon  cert^ 
conditions. 

Hr.  Calhoith  said :  I  regard  the  question  (rf 
the  pnblio  lands,  next  to  that  of  the  currency, 
the  most  dangerous  and  diffiealt  of  all  which 
demand  the  attention  of  the  country  and  the 
Qovemment  at  this  important  Juncture  of  our 
afiUrs.  I  do  not  except  B  protective  tariff,  for 
I  cannot  believe,  after  what  we  have  experi- 
enced, that  a  measnre  can  ag^  be  adopted, 
which  has  done  more  to  corrupt  the  morus  of 
the  country,  public  and  private,  to  disorder  its 
aarrenoy,  derange  its  business,  and  to  weaken 
and  endanger  its  free  institutions,  than  koj 
other,  except  the  paper  Bys(«m,  with  which  it 
is  BO  intimately  allied. 

In  offering  the  amendment  I  propose,  I  do 
not  intend  to  controvert  the  Jnstice  of  the  en- 
logium  which  has  been  so  often  pronounced  on 
oar  liknd  system,  in  the  conrse  of  tliis  disona- 
sion.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  it  was 
admirably  adjnsted  to  effect  its  object,  when 
first  adopted;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  a  measure,  to  be  perfect,  must  be  adopted 
to  circumstances,  and  thot  great  changes  have 
token  place,  in  the  lapse  of  fifty  years,  since  the 
adoption  <rf  our  land  system.  At  that  time, 
the  vast  ref^on  now  covered  by  the  new  Stot«s, 
which  have  grown' np  on  ^e  public  domain, 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


belonged  to  foreign  powers,  or  wis  ocoapied 
hj  naneroas  Indiiia  tribei,  with  the  exoeptioa 

of  a  few  epoTM  MttJements,  on  ihe  inoonaider- 
able  trscta  to  which  the  title  of  the  Indians  was 
at  that  time  extioguiBhed,  Bince  then,  a 
miglitj  change  has  taken  plaoe.  Nine  States 
have  aprang  up  as  if  bj  mogio,  with  e.  pc 
tion  not  lau,  probablj,  than  two-fifths  o 
(rfd  States,  and  destined  to  surpass  them 
few  years  in  nDmbers,  power,  and  iafinecoe. 
That  a  change  so  might;  shoulit  bo  derange  a 
system  intended  for  an  entirely  different  cod- 
dition  of  things,  as  to  render  important  changes 
necessary  to  adapt  it  to  present  oironmstances, 
is  no  more  than  might  have  been  anticipated. 
It  would,  indeed,  have  been  a  miracle  had  it 
been  otherwise;  and  we  ought  not,  therefore, 
to  be  surprised  that  the  operation  of  the  syalwn 
shonld  afford  duly  evidence  that  it  is  not  only 
deranged,  bat  deeply  deranged,  and  that  its 
derangement  is  followed  by  a  train  of  evils  that 
threaten  disaster,  nnless  a  timely  and  efficient 
remedy  should  be  applied.  I  would  ask  those 
who  Uiink  differently,  and  who  believe  the 
system  stilt  continaed  to  work  well,  was  it  no 
(nil,  that  session  after  sesuon,  for  the  last  teo 
or  twelve  years,  Con^ss  should  be  engaged 
in  aogry  and  deeply  agitating  discnssiona,  grow- 
ing ont  of  the  public  lands,  in  which  one  Nde 
should  be  denounced  as  the  fnends,  and  the 
other  as  tlie  enemies,  of  the  new  States )  Was 
the  increasing  violence  of  this  agitation,  from 
year  to  year,  and  threatening  ultimately,  not 
wily  the  loss  of  the  public  domain,  bat  tlie 
tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  eonntry,  no  evil  t 
Is  it  well  that  one-third  of  the  time  of  Congress 
is  consumed  in  legislotiog  on  subjects  directly 
or  indirectly  nonnected  with  the  public  lands, 
thereby  prolonging  the  sessions  proportional iy, 
and  adding  to  the  expense  upwards  of  $200,000 
annually!  Is  it  no  evil  tiiattbe  GoTemment 
should  own  half  the  lands  witliin  the  limits  of 
nine  members  of  this  Union,  and  over  which 
they  can  exeroiso  no  authority  or  control  t  Is 
it  nothing  that  the  domain  of  so  many  States 
should  be  under  the  eiolnsive  legislation  and 
guardianship  of  this  Government,  contrary  to 
the  genius  of  the  constitution,  which,  intending 
to  l^ve  to  each  State  the  regulation  of  its  loc^ 
and  peculiar  concerns,  delegated  to  the  Union 
those  only  in  which  all  bad  a  common  interest  1 
If  to  all  these  be  added  the  vast  amonnt  of  pa- 
tronage exercised  by  this  Government  through 
the  medium  of  the  public  lands,  over  the  new 
States,  and  through  them,  over  the  whole 
Union,  and  the  pernicious  influence  thereby 
brought  to  bear  on  all  otlier  subjects  of  legislo-' 
tion,  can  it  be  denied  that  many  and  great  evils 
result  from  the  system  as  it  now  operates, 
which  call  aloud  for  some  speedy  and  efficient 
r«medyl 

But  why  should  I  look  beyond  the  question 
before  us  to  prove,  by  the  confession  of  all,  that 
there  is  some  deep  disorder  in  the  system  t 
There  are  now  three  measures  before  the  Ben- 
atev  eaob  propoung  important  changes,  and  the 


ASBIIMSMENT  OF  THB 

AnMMoU  ProgMclua  Prt-trnptiiM  Lam. 


[sen  Com. 

one,  or  the  other,  receiving  tbe  tnppon  of 
every  member  of  the  body ;  even  of  aum  vb 
cry  out  against  changes.  It  is  toolsle,^l<] 
deny  the  disordered  state  of  the  sysUoL  Tm 
disease  is  admitted,  and  the  only  qnutioai^ 
whst  remedy  shall  be  applied. 

I  object  both  to  the  bill  and  toe  smtcdmcgt 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Eentuctj,  (Ur. 
Obittsndbn,)  because,  regarded  sa  nnieilEil 
measures,  they  are  boUi  in^^opriate  ind  a- 
adequate.  Neither  pre-emption,  nor  distriin:- 
tion  of  the  revenue,  received  from  (he  pnbUc 
lands,  can  have  any  possilile  effect  in  eonsctin; 
the  disordei^d  action  of  tbe  system.    I  cut  ibi 

Suestion,  would  one  or  the  other  cOQtriliaU  a 
le  smallest  d^ree  to  diminish  the  pstroDaEs 
of  the  Government,  or  the  time  eonsnmal  « 

rstiona  growing  out  of  the  public  laiia,  or 
rten  the  duration  of  the  sessions,  or  wltl- 
draw  the  action  of  the  tiovernmeat  orer  h 
large  a  part  of  the  domain  of  the  new  Ettit^ 
and  plaoe  Uiem  and  their  represeutatiTU  ben 
on  the  same  independent  footing  with  thti^ 
States  and  their  representatives,  or  arrest  0" 
angry  and  agitating  discuswons  which  jtv 
after  year  distract  our  councils  and  ihrcstenw 
much  mischief  to  the  country  ?  Far  otberwbi 
would  bo  the  effect.  It  wonid  but  increase  ux 
evil,  by  bringing  into  mora  decided  conffirt. 
the  interests  of  the  new  and  old  States.  Of^ 
tlie  ills  that  could  befall  them,  the  former  vM 
regard  the  distribution  as  the  greatest,  tliite 
the  latter  would  look  on  the  nre-emption  i«- 
tem,  proposed  by  the  hill,  as  littie  short  cJ  n 
open  system  of  plunder,  if  we  may  judge  frwi 
the  declarations  whidi  we  have  heard  ia  tct 
course  of  the  debate. 

As,  then,  neither  con  correct  the  diseswtw 
question  is,  what  remedy  oanf  I  ''*"^i'?l 
to  this  question  tbe  most  deliberate  and  taoa 
eumination,  and  have  come  to  the  codcIdhm 
that  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  remedy  ihorl  of 
cession — cession  to  the  States,  respettiiel.' 
within  which  the  lands  are  situated.  T^^i^ 
ease  ties  in  the  ownership  and  odniinisttaliH; 
and  nothing  short  of  parting  with  both  cm 
reach  it.  Port  with  them,  and  you  wiU  « 
onoe  take  nway  one-third  of  the  boaaesi  of 
OongresB ;  sliorten  its  sessions  in  tlie  sime  pro- 
portion, with  a  corresponding  saving  of  ei^Dstj 
lop  off  a  \mgo  and  most  dangerous  pordon  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Government;  arrest  ibr* 
angry  and  agltatitig  discussions,  which  do  so 
much  to  alienate  the  good  feelings  of  the  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  Union,  and  disturb  the  e«o- 
erol  course  of  legislation,  and  endanger  ulti- 
mately the  loss  of  the  public  domain.  Rf'"" 
them,  and  tiicy  must  continue,  almost  witlw«| 
mitif^ion,  apply  what  palliatives  yoo  msy.  » 
is  the  all-snlncient  and  only  remedy. 

Thus  far  would  aeem  dear.  I  do  not  •» 
how  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  doobt  tW 
cession  would  reach  tlie  evil,  and  that  it  i^  '^'^ 
only  remedy  that  wonld.  If,  then,  thete  slionM 
be  any  objection,  it  can  only  be  to  the  lenui 
or  condition  of  the  oetdon.    If  them  can  U  « 
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idjost«dM  to  Rive  assoranee  that  the  l&nda 
abiU  be  u  fidtbflillf  managed  by  the  Btates  as 
t>r  Ihii  Government,  and  that  all  the  interests 
iaTolred  ihall  be  as  well,  or  better  Heenred  than 
inder  tfae  existing  Bystein,  all  that  could  be  de- 
liied  vonld  be  effected,  and  all  objections 
removed  to  the  flnal  and  quiet  settlement  of 
tMi  gnat,  vexed,  and  dsngerana  qDestion. 

Ur.  OnrnNonr  ra)lied  to  Mr.  Oalbouit,  and 
M«ii{<l«d  the  Senate  for  abont  two  honra.  He 
rdeiTtd  to  the  extraordinaiy  coarse  nnrsned 
Uvtrds  bim  bj  the  seutleman  from  Misaonil, 
(Ur.  Bmron,)  and  oy  the  gentleman  from 
Scath  Osrolina,  (Mr.  OALHouzt,)  the  former  hav- 
ing conaidered  his  proposition  as  most  txtra- 
triinary  and  etMrmotm  ;  and  the  other  aa  idle, 
ridiimlmt,  and  fbeliMk, 

Ifr.  0.  took  a  general  view  of  the  whole  nib- 
jtct  of  the  pre-emption  hill,  and  defended  with 
mach  iDgennitjr  and  skill  his  proposed  eabstitnte 


Ur.  BasTOH  again  adverted  to  the  arguments 
iddnctd  hj  the  enemiea  of  the  measnre  under 
dlscnssioD,  and  particolariy  to  tba  attempted  de- 
fence of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Hr. 


Ur.  durnnmr  rtijolned,  and 

Mr.  BoToir  agma  replied,  and  the  delMte 
Tu  coatinoed  between  mem  nntil  the  honr  of 
adjaurnmeDt. 


Tbujodai,  January  14. 

Pematutil  Protpeetiv«  Prt'^mptiim  Lam. 

The  bill  to  eatabllsh  a  peimaneDt  prospect- 
ive pre-emption  sjatam.  In  favor  of  settlers  on 
the  pnblio  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cnlti- 
ratc  the  same,  and  rdse  a  log-cabin  thereon, 
being  the  ipecial  or^er  of  the  day,  was  taken 

3. the  question  being  on  the  amendment  offer- 
hj  Ur.  O&uioTni  to  the  moUon  to  recommit 
tbe  bill  made  by  Hr.  OBnTeHnan. 

\[r.  Bbtieb  said  he  knew  of  no  political  qnes- 
tion,  except  it  were  a  qnestion  involving  na- 
lioDal  or  State  honor,  or  a  question  of  war 
*ith  a  foreign  power,  in  which  hia  oonstitn- 
enti  felt  an  interest  so  deep  and  universal,  as 
thej  do  in  ajnat,  speedy,  and  final  disposition 
i^the  pnblio  lands. 

[After  speaking  of  the  <^ipoaitlon  of  the  old 
Stales,  Mr.  8.  proceeded :] 

Hence  we  find,  with  the  exception  of  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  OiLnocir,) 
of  my  fnenda  from  New  Hampshire,  and  a 
a  fev  other  generous,  lofty-gn!rit«d  Democrats 
frnm  the  old  States,  wbo  have  stood  by  ns 
heretofiire,  and  who  stand  by  ns  now,  the  old 
inveterate  and  nncompromirang  opposition  to 
ftTj  loml  measure  dedred  by  the  new  States. 
And  what  are  these  measures,  and  why  are 
t'ler  opposed  t  There  are  three  of  them  now 
before  as.  The  firrt,  the  pre-emption  hill ;  the 
Meond,  the  distrihotion  bill  ;  and  the  third, 
the  eesaion  bin. 

^  pr»40Bptioa  UU  proposes  to  authorize 


any  citban  of  the  United  StatM  Xo  give  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  provided  he 
will  improve  and  cultivate  it.  The  friends  of 
this  blU  support  it  with  a  view  of  protecting 
the  labor  of  the  poor  man  against  wealthy  land 
Bpecnlatore,  They  allege,  and  prove  it  by  offi- 
cial documents,  that  the  land  sold  at  auction, 
and  withont  a  pre-emption  right,  yields  to  the 
Government  but  two  or  three  cents  an  acre 
more  than  the  pre-emptioner  pays ;  and  as  the 
losa  to  tbe  Government  ia  so  trifling,  and  sa 
protection  to  the  settler  is  so  important  to  him, 
aa  well  as  to  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  they 
urge  the  passage  of  this  hill.  Daring  the  last 
forty  years,  we  are  told,  and  tmly,  that  several 
preemption  laws  have  passed,  but  all  of  them 
retrospective,  and  applicable  only  to  settlers 
on  tbe  pnblio  land,  at  tbe  time,  or  prior  to  the 
passage  of  those  acta.  And  sncb  bills  of  late 
years  have  been  opposed,  on  the  ground, 
among  other  reasons,  uf  their  nnconatittitionBli- 
ty ;  because  it  was  said  to  be  a  law  lacking 
nniformity;  because  it  granted  privileges  only 
to  certain  citizens  of  particular  States,  and  not 
to  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States.  To  obviate 
this  objection,  and  at  the  same  time  to  save  the 
trouble  of  constant  applicadons  for  the  passage 
of  such  laws ;  and  to  save  the  time  and  expense 
of  Congress  in  passing  such  lavs ;  and  lastly, 
to  obviate  the  constitutional  BCmpIes  of  very 
conscientioQS  gentlemen,  the  friends  of  the 
measure  have  proposed  this  bill,  which  is  of  a 
protptetite  character,  extending  to  the  cltizena 
uf  all  the  States  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
that  former  pre-emption  laws  conferred  to  oer- 
tdn  citizens  of  psrticQlar  States.  With  the 
single  exception  of  its  jirMpMttee  feature,  it  ia 
precisely  the  same  bill  which  has  been  passed 
frequently,  at  different  times,  for  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years. 
This  is  the  pre-emption  trill,  sir.    I  have 

SLven  yon,  in  a  few  words,  its  length,  and 
epth,  and  breadth,  and  a  few  of  the  reaeona 
which  inflnence  its  friends  to  snpport  it.  Its 
passage  is  opposed  by  gentlemen  for  sundry 
reasons,  ntme  of  which  are  avowed,  and  some 
of  them  concealed ;  and  by  all  of  its  opponents 
it  is  opposed  for  the  same  reasons,  whether 
avowed  or  concealed. 

One  of  the  main  reasons,  though  not  avowed, 
for  opposing  the  pre-emption  biU,  ia  to  prevent 
the  emigration  to,  and  the  settlement  and  im- 
provement of  the  new  States.  The  wealtiiy  of 
the  old  States  desire  to  retain  their  poor  citi- 
zens among  them  for  what  they  call  operatives, 
(that,  I  think,  is  their  polite  term  for  the  class 
I  allude  to,)  for  the  purpose  of  working  on  their 
farms  and  in  their  sliops  and  factories ;  and  by 
BO  doing  to  keep  down  the  price  of  labor  by 
increasing  the  demand  for  employment.  TIiot 
oppose  it  because  they  Imagine  that  such  a  bill 
is  calculated  to  keep  down  the  prioe  of  land  in 
the  new  States,  and  in  that  reduction  they 
imagine  emigration  will  besuoeessfhlly  enooui^ 
aged ;  that  the  poor  will  then  become  elevated 
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in  condition ;  tliat  iftborera  will  beeome  loarce 
aaumg  them ;  that  the  price  of  labor  will  lo- 
OTMM,  and  that  br  noh  a  prooeae  ttie  value  of 
their  real  estaU  viU  be  affected  and  diminiabed. 
Thta  wealthy  cIms  have  now,  u  thej  ever  liave 
had,  their  repreaentMives  tn  this  obamlier. 

The  politkiana  of  the  old  States  (always  ez- 
oepUnff  my  democratic  friends  I  haTe  before 
■UndM  to)  oi^oee  this  bill  because  thej  are 
Jealone  of  the  ra[nd  growth  of  the  new  States, 


theT  do,  as  a  temptstion  to  emigration,  and  » 
ksoing  to  a  loss  Jt  politioal  power,  thej  oppose 
it.  To  keep  these  people  on  thdr  mutter  rull, 
that  they  may  be  counted  in  the  oensus,  thoy 
wonld  sooner  see  them  in  poverty,  rags,  and 
misery,  in  their  country,  than  rich,  happy,  and 
proaperoDB  in  ours.  Their  reaaona  for  oppostng 
this  Dill  are  well  nnderftood  in  the  new  Statea, 
and,  thank  Ood,  property  appreciated.  This  is 
not  all.  The  old  .States  want  the  land  in  the 
new  to  bring  the  highest  possible  pHoe,  that 
they  may  have  annnslly  more  money  packed 
over  the  mountains,  to  be  spent  among  them 
on  their  whwres,  llght-hoases,  booys,  and 
breakwatert,  and  the  Lord  knows  what;  not 
■a&fled  in  pudng  on  onr  ahonlders  a  protec- 
tive tariff  on  the  necessaries  of  lite  for  their 
benefit,  we  rourt  also  be  saddled  with  a  high 
land  WriS,  a  sort  of  En^lsh  com  law,  that  thev 
may  thrive  and  fatten  at  onr  expenee;  anoL 
most  generuuB  souls  1  when  they  were  kind 
enoaghto  modUy  the  tariff  in  1B82,  to  save  the 
Union  ;  a  reduction,  at  that  time,  of  the  land 
revenue,  never  entered  into  their  imaglnatioaH^ 
BO,  never.    These,  Mr.  President, 


which  have  been  avowed. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Mas- 
anif)  ol^eots  to  the  passage  of  this  biU,  because, 
he  says,  pre-emptioners  are  an  unworthy  class, 
a  lavlees  banditti  I  Ilis  idea  of  the  settlers 
upon  the  pnMia  lends  In  the  new  States,  is  that 
they  are  a  sort  of  North  OaroUna  blnebeards, 
who  are  ragged,  dirty,  brawling,  browbeating 
monsters,  six  feet  high,  whose  vooation  Is  rob- 
bing, drinking,  fighting,  and  terri^ing  every 
peaceable  man  in  the  community. 

Mr.  MAnauM  here  rose  to  ei^lalo,  and  said 
be  referred  to  alimt. 

Mr.  Sktieb  said  be  had  not  so  nnderetood  the 
Senator,  but  no  matter,  they  are  all  God's  crea- 
tures, and  a  portion  of  them  are  his  (Mr.  g.'s)  etm- 
Btttuents.  This  is  the  idea  he  has  of  them; 
but  now,  sir,  no  description  on  earth  is  forther 
frum  the  tntli  than  the  one  he  has  given  of 
them.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  the  settlers  upon 
the  public  lands  oonstltote  the  best  part  of  the 
popolaUon  of  all  the  new  States;  and  that  is 
saying  a  good  deal  for  them.  It  is  saying  that 
tliey  constitnte  the  I>est  portion  of  t|JO  popula- 
tion of  the  United  Btstee;  end  that  b  saying 
a  good  deal  fiw  them.  Sir,  I  never  was  In  Eu- 
rope, and  never  intend  to  be,  end  therefore  am 


unable  to  ctnitTast  the  settlers  upoo  tbe  pnbhc 
lands,  with  the  better  part  of  tbe  popnlsbaiKf 
the  old  world,  Bnt,  dr,  I  have  been  in  X'unk 
Carolina.  I  was  bom  and  lived  in  ti^bt  of 
Bnnoomb ;  from  the  door  of  tfao  houH  d  tut 
nativity,  though  in  a  ditTerent  State,  I  canW 
lookont  and  seethe  high  bine  mocntunsofilis 
celebrated  conntry.  1  knew,  in  the  early  j(«i 
of  mj  life,  many  of  its  inhabitantB.  I  ktn 
sinue  been  in  Wilmington,  tbe  seaport  ritt  rf 
that  State,  and  have  travdled  tbmngh  tbe  tiff- 
pentine  region,  which  I  understand  is  the  US 
part  of  the  State ;  I  have  met  with  her  dd- 
sens  at  home  and  abroad,  and  most  irDlin^' 
bear  testimony  to  their  worth  and  virtinA 
And  yet,  tit,  I  aasnre  the  Senator  tbst  I  tWl 
not  blush,  or  dread  a  comparison  of  injeK- 
Btituents  Dpon  the  public  lands,  with  th«  )^ 
his  State  offers,  by  any  standard  of  rirtse,  is- 
telllgence,  or  worUi,  which  ho  or  others  o« 
sng^st.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  alcffl 
the  settlers  upon  tbe  publlo  laada.  This  It  ti 
all.  I  have  seen  written  descriptions  of  i* 
emigrants  to  the  new  States,  and  raJy  tbe  u:'« 
day  I  met  with  a  description  of  them,  -wWi 
will,  I  dare  say,  wheUier  he  cwifflders  it  po<0; 
or  prose,  afford  him  some  amusement,  if  ^ 
instruction.  The  extract  is  token  frwn  RiTi 
Magazine.    He  aays : 

"  Rrst  hi  order,  M  he  is  slvajs  fin*  when  ynl* 
tlon  ii  concerned,  comes  the  haniy,  enteiF'^^'' 
EnglMidcr,  Of  all  tha  emigrants  to  iia  >''* 
Brother  JonsUuui  slone  knows  where  be  is  p^}' 
—the  cbespeet  mode  of  timTel,  sod  whit bej<P^ 
to  do  when  he  gets  there ;  he  alone  hse  ""T* 
pre-emption  laws,  and  knows  what  sum  be  mnstw 
with  him,  or  notions  In  lie  way  of  tnide,  t«»«>»" 
home  in  ths  wtldenesa  Already,  bdi**  s>J^ 
there,  be  oonveiaea  flnoitly  aboot  tsngss,  torn*!* 
and  sections,  has  asoertalncd  tbemuabein  s^^ 
each  snb£viaioa,  the  anioiint  rescmd  ftr  <»•« 
and  is  ready  en  his  BiriTBl  to  araU  tdms^otksM* 


le  rest,  some  distance  to  tb  iwr,  «^ 
.^^ —  lookiM  couple  from  old  i"'^  '■"* 
They  bsd  eTidentiy,  from  their  (fpow* 
ventured  their  all,  such  as  It  wag,  iqioii  lb*  <°^ 
prise.  An  old  one-horse  tombril,  with  ""."l, 
nesklng  wheels,  an  old  store  box  for  s  b«'.''-~^ 
l^  a  lean  pony  of  the  preceding  genmt'O"'.'^ 
tnted  tiiclr  mode  of  eon* eyance.  A  bed,  >  >F^ 
wheel,  a  pair  <rf  cards,  a  bag  of  dye  ttaf,  *"■  f^ 
bonks  of  o(qppen»coIoied  cotton,  vitb  ^V^ 
looking  children,  made  up  their  sto(^  is  '"^tj^L 
the;  moved  riowly  alosg,  tbe  man  *tSaaf  ''^ 
and  tbe  wife  behind  the  tmnbril,  Ihdr  le«  P«  I 
occadonallj  stoj^ing  to  crop  the  till  P"*  ^^ 
stood  In  the  way,  it  was  evident  to  all  »!»  "'J?6 
that  they  had  long  since  arrived  at  ihtf  '*^'^ 
which  the  niigimrate  lUnded  to,  who  ibmo«  ™" 
when  he  said  '  better  for  worK.' "  ' 

Well,  now,  sir,  if  the  Senator  is  i^^t 
his  old  neighbors  and  friends,  wlw  P^ri 
have  stood  by  him  in  many  a  bard-fone".  ^    \ 
Jitical  battle,  I  assure  the  Senator  tJtf  '    ^    i 
not.    They  are  a  good  sort  of  pMP*i  *^ 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONQBESa 


bSEM.] 


PtmaiulU  Protptdut  Pr**mftilm  Lam, 


;  1841. 


Irish  ve  hod  mora  of  them  among  ns.  I  Lad 
tsracted  the  Senator  would  heck  these  Meads 
oIlM,  ud  do  something  for  them,  give  them 
tt  least  a  pre-emption,  if  not «  donation  of  land, 
to  Bnpport  the  wife  and  the  poor  little  eiokl7 
creatorea,  as  well  as  the  lean  bat  faithfnl  pony. 
iJDt  it  seems  that  I  have  mistakea  the  man,  and 
I  am  9on7  for  it. 

The  Senator  otjeota  to  this  bill  Ibr  another 
TUMO.  He  says  that  this  bill  allows  more  tiisn 
coe  pre-emption.  Well,  euppose  it  did.  Snp- 
po«  it  allowed  the  settler  to  pay  for  erer;r  place 
be  fmuid  vacant  and  unimproved,  on  whica  he 
ihoold  bnild  a  habitation  and  caltivste ;  is 
tliera  mj  verf  great  ontrsge  in  thatt  If  a 
poor  man  settles  npon,  improves,  and  paTS  for 
OHO  trsot  of  land,  and  he  itionld  afterwards  sell 
it,  what  hann  is  there  in  letting  him  settle 
tod  imprOTO  and  pay  for  another  quarter  sec- 
tion  of  land  t  I  can  well  imagine  it  might  be 
lo  his  advantage  to  pnraiie  anob  a  course — I 
ean  weD  imagine  there  mi^t  be  oases  where 
it  might  reqaire,  as  in  the  case  of  the  emi- 
grant CroraMorth  Carolina,  I  have  alreadv  refer- 
red to,  some  two  or  three  removals,  before  he 
would  find  himself  in  a  oondition  to  stick  oom- 
fbrtablf.  SnchanindolgenoeiHcalcaluted toen- 
coun^indnBtryand  enterprise, 'sud  to  improve 
both  tfae  state  and  condition  of  the  settler ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  get  rid,  for  a  valnable  oon- 
slderation,  of  that  most  odioos  of  all  monopo- 
lies, a  monopol  J  of  the  public  land,  by  the  great 
non-taxpayinff  power^  the  Oenoral  Gtovern- 
nent.  I  think  soohindnlgence  right  and  proper. 
But  the  Senate  think  otherwise,  and  Lave  ol- 
TeaAj  obviated  the  Senator's  objection.  He  is 
Tiolently  opposed  to  any  saoh  indulgence. 
He  says,  one  of  ear  Western  banters  can  travel 
witfaoat  difficnlty,  the  whtde  of  our  frontier, 
from  the  Bt.  Peten  to  the  Eiamiohie  or  Red 
Biver,  and  be  able  to  select,  and  to  tqvat  vpon, 
and  locate,  the  very  best  tract  of  land  on  the 
whole  rant«  t  What  nnparalleled  monstrority. 
He  wonld  not  only  not  permit  sach  a  fellow, 
Tith  his  Sup  and  logins  on,  to  have  a  tract  of 
land  even  if  he  coald  sell  bear  meat  and  pel- 
tries enongb  to  pay  for  it — no,  not  he;  he  wonld 
not  even  p^mtt  him  to  camp  npon  the  pnblio 
land*  for  a  mngle  night,  lest  sncn  abomination 
would  poUnte  even  the  soil  itaelf  on  which  he 
depL  He  wonld  remove  him  forthwith  from 
the  pnl^o  lands.  NoL  however,  with  the  mili- 
tia I  Ofa,  no^  ur.  Mr,  Poinsett,  yon  know, 
Ur.  PrendeQti'gave  as  some  troable  about  t^e 
militia  bill,  of  whieh,  perhaps,  tbe  honomble 
Senator  has  heard  something — and  the  Senator 
U  rather  too  smart  to  be  canght  tinkering  with 
men  in  nidforms.  He  wonld  send  a  constable 
to  remove  him  with  bis  warrant  and  staff  of 
office  1  Wonld  bis  constable  succeed?  Oh, 
yes!  quite  likely — quite  likely,  sir.  Friendly 
pemiasion  often  effects  what  force  would  ful 
(o  acoomplish,  and  it  has  been  s^d,  that  a  poor 
mail,  in  any  extremities,  when-forsaken  by  the 
vorU,  can  safely  count  upon  two  friends,  two 
huepaj-able  oompaoion^  that  will  never  desert 


him  1  his  dc^  is  one,  and  the  constable  is  the 

The  Senator  from  Oonnectiont  (Hr.  HmrnKO- 
ton)  also  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
He  cannot  b^  the  idea  of  a  poor  man  having 
the  privilege  of  entering,  by  pre-emption,  a 
hnndred  and  sixty  acres  of  rt«A  land.  Because, 
the  bmte  may  have  the  audacity  to  select  a 
spot  uf  land  where  there  may  be  uaUr  prwi- 
Uga  ! — water  privileges  1  Why,  At,  he  loses 
the  eqaanimity  of  his  temper  at  the  thought 
tliat  a  poor  devil  may  slake  bis  thirst  by  drink- 
iuK  trtna  a  spring  of  pure  water,  or  of  having  a 
tub-mill  to  grind  meal  for  bis  family.  What 
privileges !  I  have  heard  of  this  objection  be- 
fore, bnt  never  heard  of  it  without  feeling  as 
though  I  bad  swallowed  a  dose  of  tartar  emetic 
or  ipeoaononho.  All  the  Senators  who  oppose 
this  bin,  represent  it  as  a  revival  of  tfae  ertdit 
»tf»tem.  Yes,  sir,  credit  system  I  and  npon  that 
hypotbesta,  they  have  favored  na  with  some 
learned  discourses  upon  the  evils  of  the  credit 
system.  Sir,  when  I  heard  these  eloquent 
harangues,  oomingfromacertainqnartercf  tliis 
chamber,  I  felt  EOmethins  like  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  did,  cm  his  return  ftom 
Richmond,  a  year  or  so  ago ;  when  he  wished 
to  express  his  surprise  at  something  he  heard 
in  this  chamber,  he  ezelumed,  "  Where  am  T, 
Ur.  President?  Am  I  in  the  Senate  chamber, 
or  noti  Do  I  see  you,  Mr.  President,  or  not? 
Is  that  the  chandelier  I  see  there,  or  not)  la 
that  the  picture  of  the  father  of  his  country 
which  I  see  suspended  over  you,  or  not? "  He 
could  not  have  been  moro  surprised  on  that 
ocoa^on,  than  I  have  been  at  the  philippics  and 
tirades  of  certain  honorable  Senators  against 
tlie  credit  system — some  of  them  the  advo- 
cates of  the  reoeptioD,  for  dues  to  the  Govern' 
ment,  of  the  papers  of  broken,  suspended,  and 
non-speole-paying  banks — and  oU  of  them  the 
advoMtes  of  depositing  the  revenues  of  the 
General  Government  with  the  States!  The 
credit  system,  indeed  I  Sir,  all  their  fears  are 
without  foundation.  We  propose  to  sell  no 
land  by  this-  bill,  or  any  other,  upon  credit. 
We  do  not  propose  to  part  from  our  land  with- 
out the  cash,  it  is  true,  we  propose  to  delay 
the  sales  of  the  lands,  to  whiofa  there  are  pre- 
emption cluma,  for  twelve  months,  except  it 
should  be  thought  advisable  to  sell  the  land  at 
anearlierday;  and  of  that  matter,  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  States  is  the  sole  judge;  and 
whenever  it  is  sold,  the  cash  most  come.  It  is 
merely  a  question  between  Maroh  and  May,  and 
June  and  September.  The  pre-emption  bill 
may  hasten,  but,  in  no  event,  can  it  retard  the 
sales  \  and  whenever  it  ia  sold,  ta-Aa.j,  to-mor- 
row, six  or  twelve  months  hence,  the  money 
must  be  pud  down  or  the  claim  is  forfeited, 
and  is  sanjeot  to  be  add  to  any  one  n-ho  will 

Another  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill 
is,  that  settlers  upon  the  misurveyed  lands  are 
placed  npon  an  equal  footing  with  those  resid- 
ing npon  the  surveyed  latula.    These  settlers 
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ought 

are  not  •urreyed,  it  ia  oar  faolt,  and  no  fault 
of  theirs;  and  if  jon  are  determined  to  cripple 
our  States  in  this  manner,  ;oa  have  onlj  to  re- 
fuBS,  as  von  have  the  power  tu  Oo,  to  pass  the 
appropriations  to  carr;  on  the  public  eoneja, 
and  fon  accomplish  jour  pnrpoae.  Ton  sarvey 
wlien  Olid  where  you  pleuo,  and  are  not  more 
in  the  habit  of  consulting  tlie  wishes  of  the 
settlers  upon  this  than  upon  any  other  question 
— that  is  to  say,  sir,  the;  ore  never  consulted 
by  yon  opon  any  snlyecL 

Sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  tedious,  and  most 
now  pass  on  to  the  other  bills  nnder  cooaidera- 
tion,  which  are  offered  as  substitutes  for  the 
original  bill.  The  next  bill  in  order  is  the  dis- 
tribution bill.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss tills  bill  at  this  time,  if  J  ever  do.  I  made 
a  speech  against  such  a  proposition  twelve 
months  aga  and  am  no^  disposed  to  repeat 
now  what  I  said  on  that  occasion  ;  and  espe- 
oiall  J  as  I  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Sen^r 
from  Miasonri,  (Mr.  Bentoh.)  lie,  sir,  for  this 
session  at  least,  hai  given  this  bill  its  death 
blow — it  has  fallen  dead  under  bis  Hercolean 
blows — bejias  demolished  it,  killed  it,  murder- 
ed it ;  and  I  have  no  disposiUon  to  take  np  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  mangling  the  carcass  of 
tiie  deceased. 

I  was  glad,  however,  to  find,  from  the  oonne 
of  his  remarks,  that  the  Senator  Irom  Sooth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Prbbton)  Intended  to  vote  against 
the  distribution  bill,  because  he  considered  it 
inexpedient  and  uncoostitutiomi].  There  > 
Bome  coDiolation  in  this,  sir ;  for  at  a  fotnre 
day  we  may  need  his  services  in  reusdng  the 
passage  of  this  identical  biU. 

Theneit  bill  which  is  proposed  osasabsti- 
tntc,  is  the  cession  bill.  TUa  bill  propoeee  to 
cede  the  public  Isn^  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie,  on  certain  conditions.  Taking  the 
cessiou,  OS  qoolified  bj  the  conditions,  and  it 
amonnta  to  little  more,  if  any  thing,  than  a 
transfer  of  the  management  from  the  National 
to  the  Stole  Govemmeiits.  The  lands  arc  now 
managed  by  the  General  Government,  and  at 
its  sole  expense;  apd  if  this  bill  passes,  the 
lands  hereafter  will  be  managed  by  the  States 
respectively  in  whioh  the  lauds  lie,  and  at  their 
eiwnsive  expense.  And  ai  on  indemnity  to 
those  States  for  their  trouble  and  expense  in 
managing  this  great  interest,  and  as  a  consider- 
ation for  the  surrender  of  the  five  per  oent.  on 
the  sales  of  land  in  their  limits,  hereafter  ac- 
craing,  to  whioh  they  are  entitled  by  the  terms 
of  their  admiRaion  into  the  Unioii,  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  to  tlie  States  thirty -five  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  laud. 
This  is  the  bill — a  bill  whioh  has  been  most 
falsely  characteriEed  as  a  bill  to  give  awa;  the 
public  lands.  It  is  my  favorite  bill,  t>ecauBe  It 
embraoea  the  cesiion  olanse.  by  which  we  get 
the  heavy,  cniidiing.  Federal  foot  from  off  our 
necks,  and  because  it  pnta  it  beyond  the  power 
of  a  future  Oongress  t«  n^  ue  price  of  the 


public  lands,  as  a  future  Congress  viU  do,if 
the  ^wing  avarice  of  the  old  Statu  Awild 
eontmue  to  inore^  and  tber  should  have  the 
power  to  accomplish  it. 

It  is  my  favorite  bill  fur  otlier  leaMna.  It 
embraces  the  pre-emption  and  gndnatioii 
clauses :  of  the  former  of  thew  propoutiou  I 
have  already  spoken ;  and  of  the  latter,  I  imn 
but  a  word  or  so  to  say,  Ba  the  ealiieet  of  p>d- 
nation  is  familiar  to  every  Senator;  tod  vliit 
I  propose  saying,  is  elicited  by  a  remarii  nadt 
the  other  day  by  the  Senator  frcMn  North  Cm- 
lino,  (Mr.  Makoum.)  He  opposes  the  gndu- 
tion  principle,  because.  In  the  course  of  tiw^ 
the  refuse  lands  may  bring  a  dollar  end  s  qnv- 
ter  an  acre,  and,  therefore,  he  is  nnwiUiag  be 
the  Government  to  make  sucl)  a  sacrifice,  fie 
states,  as  a  jnstitication  for  hia  argooes^  wbil 
is  doubtless  correct,  that  in  I88S,  the  pnbb 
lauds  brought  a  great  deal  more  than  vU 
they  had  been  estimated  at  in  1828.  Ho  ioM 
of  it,  aud  what  was  it  that  didnot  bringapol 
deal  more  in  1886  than  it  did  in  18261  Vi 
the  Senator  select  that  year  as  the  proper  ton 
to  test  the  value  of  land,  or  any  thing  cts^  > 
either  old  or  new  Statea  I  Does  he  not  fcDM 
that  the  inflated  prices  of  land,  and  every  dnq: 
else  in  1B86,  broke  the  banks,  merchants,  md 
traders,  and  the  United  St^e9,if  eottheTiuidI 
Moat  certainly.  I  should  select  any  other  ilm 
1686  as  the  proper  time  to  estimate  th«  tiw 
of  any  thing.     'Where  is  the  old  Etue 


that  has  refiise  lands  to  diipoEe  at,  that  hoVi 

Kto  any.Aing  like  ue  prices  to  «liKk 
1  up  the  rufose  loads  ia  tb«  new  SUi» ' 


them  up  to  any.Aing  like 
yon  hold  r    -'        "■       '     ' 


No  Legislature  of  any  Si^ 
iDtnis  union  wonld  dare  porsnesnchapiJici; 
nor  would  any  Senator  here,  with  all  bi«  l'«i|i>- 
ed  independeooe,  dare  to  piusne  snch  a  polie;. 
were  they  but  within  tlie  reach  of  the  dii«« 
of  the  new  States.  They  jntriae  towanb  tk 
new  States,  who  are  not  tA«r  immediate  coo- 
Btitoeots,  a  courae  of  policy  they  dare  not  tint* 
in  regard  to  their  own  States.  What  a  eoo- 
mentory  upon  that  good  <rid  rule  tt "  dcln^  * 
you  would  be  done  by." 

The  next  objection  to  this  billis,  that  it  » 
changiag  our  most  admiraUe  land  ^steiiH-^ 
that  is  monstrous.  Will  yon  clangs  a  tj^^ 
tbcy  oak,  which  has  operalAd  so  bappUy  '■' 
fbrty  years?  Behold  Ohio  and  Indiana  I  ^ 
what  magnificent  eommnnitiea  have  grovn  <f> 
under  our  moat  admirable  land  syateni  I  ^(^ 
sir,  Ohio  and  Indiana  hove  grovn  np  widi  aa- 
prising  rapidity,  and  so  has  Rnsria  nndcr  iw 
edicts  of  her  absolute  Smperora,  and  thsl,  tofi. 
without  the  masica]  banefits  of  onradauiwf 
land  system  I  Has  our  land  system  prodscn 
tbegrowthofeitherOhioorlndiana)  Ki^ht; 
far  from  it.  They  would  be  better  off,  if  Jo" 
had  neither  lands  nor  land  syateins  in  the  liiiiii^ 
of  either.  And  have  we  not  changed  onr  UU 
qrstem  frequently  1  We  faov«  ohoDged  it.  id 
rednebg  the  qnontity  of  land  antfaniud  n  M 
sold.  We  have  changed  it  firom  otndil  (o* 
caah  ayatem.    We  haveidiaBged  It,  by  ttaaeM 
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Iba  prioe  (hnn  twa  doUan  to  a  dollar  and  a 
(jurter  an  acre.  The  distrilmtioa  bill,  which 
UMse  gentlenno  advocate,  ie  a  propmition  to 
ehuge  the  land  ejetein.  And  hAve  any  of  these 
cLaogw  checked  the  growth  nf  Ohio  or  Indiana  1 
Ko.  dr.  They  have  gone  •teodilj'  onward — 
lod  vould  have  done  so,  if  thej  had  never 
htard  of  any  of  your  land  aystema. 

]lr.  President,  I  have  dwelt  longer  than  I 
had  intended  npoa  thia  great  question,  and 
bavt,  befbre  I  conclude,  but  a  ungle  remark  to 
nike,  and  tiiat  is,  that  pnblio  sentiment  in  the 
newSfatex  requires  a  change  in  the  disposition 
ofthepublio  Innda,  and,  sooner  or  later,  pnblio 
Kntiiiient  in  that  qnorter  wtU  have  it  done. 
On  this  subject  there  is  a  oolleoted  moral  force 
which  cannot  and  will  not  be  snooeaafoUy  ro- 
RiMd.  And  is  it  not  your  duty  to  respeot  this 
pablio  o^ion  f  Is  it  not  oor  duty  to  pro- 
mote the  peace  and  happiness,  whether  it  be 
didmrbcd  by  real  or  imaginary  cansea,  of  every 
member  of  onr  Union  t  And,  in  accomplishing 
so  high  and  to  noble  a  purpose,  does  it  become 
ns  to  stand  out  npoD  mere  trifles  f  What  are 
a  few  dollars,  more  or  less,  to  the  National 
Treaiary,  in  comparison  to  enoh  high  and  ab- 
sorbing considerations  t  And,  after  all,  is  it 
not  oor  duty  as  far  as  in  ns  lies,  to  make  every 
citizcQ  of  every  State  a  freeht^der,  an  inde- 
pendent and  h^ipymant  What  spectacle  is 
there  so  pleasbg  to  a  virtuoua  and  feding 
tieartl 

Ur.  SmTH,  of  Indiana,  said :  White  the  orig- 
inal bill  granting  pre^mptiona  to  aiAnal  set- 
tlera  was  the  only  qneetion  before  the  Senate, 
1  felt  DO  desire  to  uy  a  word  npon  it ;  but 


since  the  prapoeition  of  tho  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  and  the  amendment  to  that  propoaition 
xibmitted  by  the  Senator  ftom  Sontn  Oarolina, 


bave  biriy  hrouKht  before  the  Senate  for  dis- 
ciunon  the  whcue  sntijeot  of  the  public  lands, 
I  have  come  to  tiie  oonoluiion  that  it  might  be 
expected  of  me  to  take  some  part  in  the  debato. 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  tiet  I  enter  upon 
this  discoBsion  iiith  the  more  pleosore,  be- 
eaiuel  have  not  the  least  ideatbaltheqnestlon 
viU  be  settled  at  this  session,  now  half  ex- 
pired, and  becaose  I  feel  not  only  willing  but 
uuions  that  my  sentimeata  should  be  fully 
known  by  the  pei^le  of  my  Stoto  before  the 
next  seesiQa  of  Oongresa,  during  whieh  I  hope 
to  see  the  whole  saUeGt  amicably  and  finally 
irrsnged ;  fbr,  rir,  if  I  know  myself,  I  desire  to 
repreiwnt.  on  this  ocoanon,  and  npon  all  other 
nbjectH,  both  the  intereat  and  wishes  of  my 
State,  and  to  those  wishes  and  that  interest  I 
Kill  at  all  times,  on  all  questions  of  expedi- 
ener,  conform  my  own  action  here,  as  her 
t^resentative,  with  great  pleasnre.  t  have 
wid  that  I  Mnsider  the  hlU  and  the  proposed 
amtDdmenta  as  bringtn^  the  whole  snbjeot  be- 
btB  the  Senate ;  fur,  sir,  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  Senator  fh>tn  Uisaonri  that  they  are  inoon- 
pnons.  I  eonilder  them  entirely  germdn,  and 
lesitiinatdr  connected,  both  for  aigntuent  and 
t<«i>lotlo(L    The  whde  aidtjeot  m»j  well  be 


arranged  in  a  single  bill,  and  as  the  bads  ot 
BQoh  a  bill  most  include  the  principles  of  one 
or  both  of  the  proposed  amendments,  it  Is  en- 
tirely proper  that  they  should  be  discussed 
with  the  original  propoaition. 

I  propose  to  notice  the  different  propositions 
that  have  been  made  for  the  disposition  of 
these  lands,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  and 
show  how  they  stand.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  lost  Congress  of  the  administration  of 
Ur.  Adams,  I  took  my  seat  as  a  m^ber  of  the 
House  of  Representativee.    At  thu  time  the 

Siestions  of  grsduation  and  pre-emption  were 
efavontes  for  discussion.  Well,  sir,  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  in  some  shape,  have  been  passed  from 
that  day  to  thia;  and  we  now  have  one  before 
na,  diSering  somewhat  in  character  from  any 
former  law,  of  which  I  will  speak  hereaiW. 
But,  sir,  the  graduation  bills  have  shared  avery 
different  fato.  Not  a  session  of  Congress  baa 
been  held  without  discnaing  or  acting  upon  a 
graduation  bill  in  some  shape  or  other.  Oen- 
erel  Jackson  came  into  power  on  the  tide  of 
unbonnded  popularity :  his  friends  were  devoted 
to  his  person,  and  bis  partisans  sustained  his 
measures  witn  great  unanimity.  He  was  moat 
decidedly  in  favor  of  groduAtion :  he  held  it  up, 
as  did  his  adherents  in  the  West,  as  the  antago' 
nist  measure  to  the  distribution  principle,  as 
carried  ont  in  Mr.  Clat'b  land  bill,  and  when 
the  President  defeated  that  bill,  he  pro- 
claimed graduation  as  the  proper  measure. 
Well,  sir,  he  held  the  station  for  eight  years; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  came  ittto  power.  Like  his  predecessor, 
he,  too,  recommended  graduation ;  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  favored  it  as  a  flnancial 
measure ;  his  partisans  in  the  West  held  it  up 
to  the  people  as  an  Administration  measure. 
At  the  last  seaeion  of  Congress  the  bill  passed 
the  Benato  about  the  same  time  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  did;  they  went  to  the  House  together; 
the  pre-emption  biU  passed,  and  the  graduation 
bill  slept  on  the  table.  There  was  power 
enough  to  pass  the  8ub-Treaeury  bill  and  the 
pre-emption  bill,  but  the  graduation  bill  was 
forgotten.  Thus,  ur,  twdve  yeara,  including 
the  admiDistration  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Van  Bnreu,  have  passed  away,  and  the  grade- 
ation  bill  stands  preoieely  where  it  did  when  I 
came  to  Congress  first.  From  this  I  am  led  to 
believe  eithw  that  there  never  was  any  serious 
intention  of  passing  it  by  those  who  clamored 
the  londeat  for  It ;  that  it  was  merely  held  up 
to  the  gaze  of  the  people  as  the  opposition 
measure  to  distribution,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
feating the  latter  measure,  or  the  people  w 


Senators  now,  that  I  have  not  the  least  idea  it 
ever  will  pas^  nnlesa  it  shall  be  connected  with 
the  pre-emption  and  distribution  principles, 
npontermsofoompromise  of  the  whole  subject. 
Tho  otjections  that  are  urged  ag^nst  the 
graduation  biU  kre,  first,  that  it  nnsettlee  the 
land  pdley ;  wcc«uly,  it  redooea  the  price  of 
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the  real  estate  of  the  country;  tbirdlj,  the 
prinoiple  o'  '  "  '  -  -■—  --'- 
have  been 


principle  of  gradnatioc,  by  the  time  the  landa 
nave  been  in  market,  is  arbitrary  and  nntoBt ; 
luannTich  as  the  tables  of  sales  sfaov  that  lands 


which  have  been  long  in  market  still  find  pur- 
chaaen  at  the  minimam  price  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  lliese  objections 
are  entitled  to  dne consideration;  and  alllioagh 
I  do  not  expect  to  live  long  enough  to  see  a 
gradnation  law  standing  npon  ita  own  basis,  I 
will  briefly.notioe  them.    As  to  the  first  ob- 


ter  t  If  M>,  there  can  be  no  objection  on  that 
groimd ;  as  freqnent  chancea  have  been  made. 
and  the  land  system  has  Deen  much  improved 
b;  them.  Instance  the  snb-divlHionH  of  the 
tracts;  the  introdnction  of  the  cash  for  tho 
credit  system ;  the  reduotton  of  the  price  from 
two  dollars,  which  was  the  minimum,  to  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  the  present  mlni- 
mmn.  The  second  podtion  is,  that  it  rednces 
the  price  of  the  real  estate  of  the  oomitrj.  This 
assumption  I  think  rather  specious  than  snb- 
stontial ;  it  would  certainly  tend  to  aell  the 
land,  and  oanse  it  to  be  improved  at  a  mnch 
earlier  day  than  it  otherwise  would  be;  and 
as  the  value  of  the  improved  land  depends  up- 
on the  state  of  the  improvement  of  the  conntty, 
it  follows  that  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  these  lands  at  an  early  day  mnat  tend  to  in- 
crease rather  than  diminish  the  value  of  the 
other  improved  lands  in  the  same  section  of 
country ;  at  least,  the  effect  would  not  be  per- 
ceptible against  this  view.  In  the^nezt  place, 
it  IS  contended  that  the  principle  of  BTodoation 
by  time — that  is,  the  length  of  time  Unds  have 
been  in  market — is  arbitrary  and  unjost,  be- 
cause lands  that  have  been  long  in  market  still 
find  pnrchssers  at  the  minimum  price.  This 
matter  is  perfectly  plain  and  simple  of  solution. 
Lands  have  an  intrinsic  and  ti  relative  value. 
A  gradnation  bill  by  time  only  applies  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  lands;  they  are  sold  by  their 
relative  rtUne,  by  which  I  mean  that  the  locali- 
ty, quality  of  aoU,  water  privileges,  timber,  and 
many  other  qualities,  compote  the  intrindc 
value  of  a  piece  of  land,  and  for  which  it  re- 
e^ves  on  early  purchaser;  while  lands  wanting 
any  of  these  qualities  wonld  be  passed  by  the 
settler  In  the  first  instance ;  but,  af^r  the  coun- 
try aronnd  beoomessettled  and  improved,  these 
lands,  tlius  passed  by,  become  relatively  valua- 
ble in  consequence  of  their  locality,  and  not 
their  original  intrinsic  valne ;  and  that  relative 
value  finds  for  them  purchasers.  I  have  no 
donht  but  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  lands 
that  are  now  called  reJHise,  may  in  a  series  of 
years  be  forced  npon  purchasers  at  the  mini- 
mum price.  This  is  my  view  of  the  matter. 
It  looks  very  plain  to  me ;  and  yet  it  has  ex- 
cited a  long  debate  ta  account  fbr  the  apparent 
Cinomena,  bow  could  it  be  possible  that  these 
ds  could  be  inferior  lands,  and  still  find  pur- 
ohoserst  There  are  connected  with  this  part 
of  the  argument  two  Important  qaeati<»iB ;  Srrt, 


is  it  right  for  the  Government  to  h<dd  up  then 
lands  at  a  price  above  their  iBtrlasin  Tsjne,  wt- 
til  they  are  sold  by  their  relative  value,  and 
thereby  avul  itaelf  of  tho  industry  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  surrounding  lands  to  give  tbtt 
relative  value  I  The  other  is,  should  the  seal*- 
ment  Of  the  country  be  retarded,  and  the  6utts 
prohibited  from  taking  the  Isiids,  until  thtt 
relative  value  shall  have  been  given  to  tkm 
by  the  siirronnding  improvemental  I  hsn 
heretofore  thought  that  both  of  these  qoediMJ 
ehonld  be  decided  in  the  negative,  sod  lun 
voted  accordingly ;  and,  as  I  have  beard  k 
compldnt  of  my  vol«s,  I  shall  in  this  intUDM 
take  the  same  coarse,  thongh  I  feel  quite  tt^ 
about  it,  and  wonld  willingly  confbnn  lo  Um 
will  of  my  State  by  voting  eitiier  way,  or  nitke 
a  reasonable  compromise  of  the  whole  latOa 
to  secure  greater  benefits  in  tlie  final  sdjtiat- 
ment  of  the  land  question. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  more  im- 
portant question  of .  pre-emption  as  embnod 
by  the  bill  before  na.  As  I  have  already  mi, 
laws  on  this  subject  have  been  pataed  fm 
time  to  time,  differing  in  some  partieolarsfrai 
the  bill  before  ui,  which  I  will  look  into  ii  I 
progresa  with  the  a^nment 

But,  before  I  give  my  views  upon  the  qw»- 
tion,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  relitioe  U 
my  vote  against  an  amendment  to  the  originl 
bill,  which  excluded  foreigners  from  the  tieM- 
fits  of  pre-emption.  It  haa  been  urged  by  6t«- 
ators  that  the  restriction  should  have  been 
incorporated  in  the  bill;  they  contend  tlm 
persons  who  have  no  interest  in  our  Gevert- 
ment,  and  who  owe  all^lance  to  a  ftmigv 
power,  ought  not  to  have  ute  benefits  of  i  It* 
which  they  contend  erantsexolnaive  privilege*. 
There  is  much  fcwoe  m  the  aivnment,  and  ««« 
there  not  ooonterv^ng  ccntdderMJons,  I  should 
be  disposed  to  go  with  them ;  but,  sir,  let  it  !<• 
remembered  that,  praviona  ta  olitainiiig  tb 
benefit  of  the  law,  residence,  improvemeuti  H 
and  cultivation  of  the  land,  are  requisite  on  Hit 
part  of  the  pre-emptor ;  this  I  oonndered  tu- 
tamount  to  a  declaration  of  a  bona  fide  inIM- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  settier  to  become  a  rin- 
aen  of  the  United  States;  indeed,  it  is  oneof 
the  moat  conclusive  evidences  of  that  jnttetiaB 
that  could  well  be  conceived  of.  Still,  I  voud 
to  require  the  declaration  to  be  made  in  writ- 
ing before  the  pre-emption  iball  operate.  I 
cannot  agree  wiUi  Benatom  who  think  then  >< 
great  danger  of  this  claaa  erf  foreigners  evo^ 
turning  or  injuring  the  Govenunent,  by  tWf 
votes  or  otherwiw.  Sir,  let  me  tril  Beuton 
that  this  is  not  the  class  of  men  fhm  wliw 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  These  are  boa- 
est,  hard-working,  industriotm  men,  who  t«p; 
port  themselves  and  families  by  the  swMtei 
their  brows ;  men  who  attend  to  fteir  own 
business,  and  not  the  concema  of  the  pobli<; 
they  are  not  the  ciaas  of  ptditical  fon^Mn 
who  hang  aronnd  your  se^rarte  and  the  i«- 
urbs  of  your  large  cities,  making  politics  tliar 
trade,  preaching  agrarian  and  loo»4bM  doctriiHs 
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ilk  the  dsTtime,  and  lighting  looo-foco  m&tches 
ud  riodng  at  Dight— ^e  leTellero  down,  be- 
cuw  thej  ouoot  IsTel  np.  Men  who  do  not 
beUbo  thenuelTet  to  honest  calUnga  for  s  liveli- 
hood, and  who  are  the  enemies  of  those  who 
do;  these  are  the  men  yon  may  watch;  bnt 
wLea  fon  piee  ft  foreigner  take  hia  &niiljr  into 
the  Western  eonntry,  settle  down  on  a  piece  of 
wild  land,  ooniiiMDc«  hie  little  Improvement, 


to  fear  from  him ;  he  is  of  the  nsefnl  class  of 
foreigners  that  ultimately  become  oor  beet  citi- 
tta*.  The  spirit  (hat  prompts  him  to  acquire 
property  will  indace  him  to  protect  and  defend 
It  The  other  olaas  are  not  affected  bj  pre- 
emption laws,  fbr  thej  would  not  onltivate 
uM  improTO  tb«  new  lands  if  ;on  wonld  give 
them  the  privilege  free  of  cost.  I  have  seen 
nunj  of  this  cIam  in  tlt«  West  as  well  as  in  the 
East,  and  I  have  sever  seen  one  of  them  claim- 
ing pre-em]>ti<Hi  privileges.  The  other  cIbhb 
Bwm;  appij  for  the  benefit  of  our  natnraliza- 
titm  Uwi,  and  tiecome  citizens  at  the  earliest 
period  poosible;  thoT'  are  good  members  of 
society,  ud  I  desire  to  give  t£em  all  encooroge- 
Dient  I  can  conustently  with  the  proviuons  of 


It  will  be  mj  porpoee,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  call  back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 

Eemptioa  lull  at  the  point  where  we  left  it. 
of"--" •■—  "-'" 


„  «  persons  to  leave  the  old  States  and 
n  the  new.  To  this  I  would  sa;,  that 
mrely  Senators  would  not  deprive  their  breth' 
i«n  of  the  privilege  of  ^lettering  their  condition 
is  life  if  they  thinli  proper  to  do  so.  We  are 
ill  iu  pnrsait  of  happiness,  and  if  any  porlJon 
of^e  citizens  of  the  old  States  are  willing  to 
leave  the  h<»nes  of  their  fktliers  and  migrate  to 
the  West  in  search  of  a  better  home,  hard 
would  be  that  heart  that  wonld  prevent  them ; 
tod  harder  still  would  be  the  heart  of  those 
who  wonld  not  reoeive  them  with  open  arms. 
Oars  is  a  oommon  country,  and  let  us  never 
forget  that  nether  our  affeotiona  for  each  other 
aor  onr  love  of  oOnntry,  sbonld  be  separated  by 
geographical  bonndaries  or  State  lines. 

Seooudly.  It  ia  ol^eeted  that  the  principle 
grants  ezolo^ve  privil^ee  to  a  class  of  men 
vbo  rash  in  advanoe  of  oivilization  and  seize 
Qpon  the  public  property,  and  it  has  even  been 
mggested  that  they  might  be  restrained  by  the 
action  of  the  Goremment.     To  this  I  would 


things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  might  be 
(Opposed  to  be,  or  we  le^slate  for  a  supposed 
end  not  a  real  state  of  things.  That  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  disoovery  which  ia  cbaracteriatio 
ef  the  Anglo-Saxon  race — that  spirit  that  ani- 
mated the  Pilgrims,  and  the  first  settlers  at 
Juneetown — that  spirit  that  prompted  a  Boone, 
■  Clark,  and  a  Eeoton,  to  penetrate  the  West- 
em  wilds,  and  eooonnter  and   overoome  the 


perils  that  surrounded  them — tliat  spirit  w 
fired  the  early  settlers  of  the  West,  ind 


, induced 
them  to  leave  the  peaceful  homes  of  their  fa- 
thers, and  brave  the  savage  rifie  and  tomahawk, 
to  settle  a  new  country — I  say  that  same  spirit 
is  impelling  our  people  onward ;  the  tide  that 
commenced  rising  and  flowing  west  from  tlie 
shores  of  the  Atfontio  is  still  rolling  on,  and 
can  only  be  arrested  by  the  waves  of  the  Paci- 
fic. Onr  people  are  already  settling  beyond  the 
Bocky  Hount^ns,  and  in  a  few  years  more 
there  will  be  a  notion  of  our  citizens  in  that 
Ton  need  not  talk  of  arrestiag  this 


r  character, 
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spirit;  it  forma  a  noble  trait  in  ( 
and  it  should  be  provided  for.  The  priviWes 
granted  ore  those  of  selecting,  occupying,  cultj- 
vating,  and  paying  for  at  the  minimum  price, 
a  quarter  section  of  Government  land,  securing 
to  the  settler  the  fhiit;  of  his  own  industry,  in 
exclusion  of  oil  uthers.  It  ia  said  that  these 
lands,  if  sold  at  pnbl)c  auction,  would  bring  a 
higher  price  than  the  minimum.  This  m^  be 
so  in  many  coses ;  but  here  agmn  we  must  look 
at  the  matter  in  its  true  light.  I  consider  the 
pre-emption  laws  merely  declaratory  of  the 
onstom  or  common  law  of  the  settlers.  If  yon 
make  your  public  ssles,  and  put  np  lands  thus 
improved,  the  settler  wiil  become  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  minimnm  price.  No  one  will 
bid  against  him ;  no  honest  man  would  toko 
from  a  poor  man  the  improvements  he  had 
made  on  a  piece  of  land,  and  no  dishonest  man 
would  dare  to  do  it.  Previous  to  a  sale  all  the 
settlers  in  the  district  hove  a  perfect  under- 
standing th|t  each  is  to  have  the  piece  of  land 
he  lives  u^n,  and  they  will  neither  bid  against 
each  other,  nor  will  any  other  person  risk  the 
consequences  of  tokicg  from  any  one  hie  im- 
provements by  purchasing  his  lot  of  land.  Sir, 
who  could  do  it  I  Who  would  do  re  to  do  it? 
Whose  conscience  wonld  suffer  him  to  do  it  t 
And  here  let  me  answer  a  position  assumed  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Hr.  Man- 
ovu ;)  he  spoke  of  the  bowie-knife  and  the  rifle 
settling  the  qnestion  of  pre-emption  between 
the  settlers  themselves.  I  know  the  Senator 
would  not  make  the  statemenL  unless  he  be- 
lieved that  the  consequences  he  fears  would 
Cw  ont  of  such  couflicts ;  but  let  me  assure 
I  he  i%  wholly  mistaken.  One  pre-emptor 
has  Just  as  much  regard  for  the  pre-emption 
right  of  another  as  he  has  for  toe  personal 
property  of  his  neighbor,  or  as  the  citizen  land- 
holder of  the  old  Stntea  has  for  the  real  estate 
of  others  to  which  he  has  no  clum  or  title ;  or, 
in  other  words,  the  occupancy  and  cultivation 
of  Isnd  by  a  settler  secures  to  him  the  right  to 
purchase  that  land,  in  exclusion  of  every  other 
settler,  as  effectnally,  b^r  the  custom  of  the 
settlers,  as  If  pre-emption  laws  gnarded  his 
claim.  I  may  here  be  asked  why  pass  a  pre- 
emption law  then !  Hy  answer  is,  the  same 
thtU  would  be  given  to  the  passage  of  a  declara- 
tory statute ;  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject 
in  the  mind  of  any,  and  to  provide  for  a  p^- 
ble  cose  that  might  ocour.    While  I  am  on  this 
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point,  I  most  b»j  one  word  u  to  bh«  general 
oharocier  of  these  pioneers.  I  maj  be  pardon- 
ed for  suiiposing  that  I  hare  liad  some  oppor- 
tDDities  of  jadgiog  that  some  BenatorH  wbo 
hare  spoken,  bava  not.  More  than  twenty 
years  of  tny  life  have  been  spent  on  the  fron- 
tier. I  have  seen  my  State  in  her  infancy,  wili 
the, fairest  and  largest  portion  of  her  territory 
in  the  possession  of  the  Indians.  I  hare  seen 
her  pass  tbrongh  the  different  Kradations  of 
improTement,  nntil  she  has  arrivM  at  her  pres- 
ent high  erode  in  the  comparison  vith  her 
risters.  I  Tiave  seen  the  first  rade  bnt,  the  first 
log-cohin,  erected  tiy  the  first  occnpant  of  the 
TUds  of  what  is  now  the  most  beautiful  and 
highly  improved  portioos  of  my  State.  I  haTe 
seen,  heara,  and  conversed  with  the  early  set- 
tler, and  let  roe  nssare  Senators  he  is  the  last 
man  that  wonld  willingly  do  injustice  to  his 
conntry,  and  the  very  first,  in  times  of  peril,  to 
t)are  his  manly  boaom  and  nerve  hisstrongarm 
in  her  defence ;  and  although  he  may  be  as 
ronsh  and  as  rade  as  his  own  log  tenement, 
his  heart  beats  with  patriotic  emotions  for  his 
country ;  he  is  a  warm  friend,  a  kind  neighbor, 
ever  hospitable  to  strangers,  end,  still  better, 
an  honest  man ;  his  poverty  and  his  enterprise, 
with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  condition,  and 

froviding  for  hia  family,  stlmnlate  him  to  leave 
is  old  fiends,  the  homes  and  the  graves  of 
those  who  are  dear  to  him,  plnnge  into  the 
wilderness,  and  nndergo  the  perils  and  dqirivo- 
tions  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  oonn- 
try.  Do  yon  ask  me  where  is  the  evidence  of  hia 
industry  and  useftitness?  I  answr  yon  by 
pointing  to  the  West.  Go  there,  and  see  for 
yoursolvea — let  the  great  West  answer  for  the 
emigrant. 

I  have,  Ur.  President,  a  single  remark 
to  make  upon  a  question  arising  ont  of  a 
prindple  of  the  partionlar  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate. The  principle  of  granting  prospective  pre- 
emptions has  been  strennonsly  opposed,  as  being 
a  departure  ftvm  previous  laws  on  tlie  sabject ; 
as  holding  ont  a  bonnty  in  advance,  for  settle- 
ment. As  to  the  first  of  these  positions,  I  mnst 
say  that  a  prospective  pre-emption  is  much 
more  Justifiable  than  a  retrospe^ve  one.  The 
case  stated,  in  my  opinion,  settles  the  question. 
In  the  case  of  a  restrospeotive  pre-emption, 
you  Justify  a  trespass  actually  committed  on  the 
pnhlia  luids,  and  grant  to  the  trespasser  tiio 
benefits  of  the  pre-emption  law,  for  yon  have  a 
law  in  fiill  force  declaring  it  to  be  a  trespass 
to  eat«r  upon  these  lands,  destroy  the  timber, 
take  stone,  or  commit  other  acts  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  of  the  Government.  In  the 
otiicr  case,  yon  jnsti^  no  trespass,  but  by  law 
grant  the  privilege  to  tiie  actual  settler.  The 
aectmd  position  assumed  I  answer  by  saying 
that  snch  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  series  of  years ;  that  the  stimulus 
created  by  a  prospective  pre-emption  law 
would  Dot  be  perceptible.  The  settier  relies 
with  full  confidence  on  the  seonrityof  his  right 
of  pre-emption,  dther  by  a  retrospective  law, 


such  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  fvmag 
for  hia  benefit,  or  the  custom  or  ocnnnwn  law 
of  setUera,  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I  iimm 
this  part  of  the  mbject  with  the  eingle  ^di- 
tionol  remark,  that,  as  pre-emption  laws  btve 
been  passed,  as  they  have  not  been  prodnctive 
of  any  visible  public  ii^ury,  and  as  that  por- 
tion of  onr  fcllow-dtixens  for  wbosa  benefit 
they  are  passed  confide  In  their  oontinnuiM,  I 
see  no  impropriety  in  the  meonire  if  snffickntlj 
guarded. 

Having  noticed  the  graduation  and  pre-en^ 
tion  principles,  I  must  proceed  to  the  eismisii- 
tion  of  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Bonlli 
Oarolino,  (Hr,  Oaihocb,)  colled  the  ecesion  lilL 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  wbot«  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  bnt  to  mecely  state  scum  of  lU 
prominent  ol^ections  to  it,  at  least  those  otJK- 
tiona  that  have  satined  my  mind  that  it  oiljkt 
not  to  become  a  law.  I  have  already  sWed 
that  I  fblly  oonotured  with  that  Senator  in  tht 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the  sabject,  ind 
the  propriety  of  its  arrangement,  so  ss  to  rid 
Congress  of  the  subject,  if  possible.  In  tbeu 
points  the  Senator  and  myaelf  agree;  but  in 
the  remedy  he  proposes,  we  tottuly  diasgree. 
I  have  already  showed  that  hia  bill  only  eorert 
the  lands  in  the  nine  States,  amounting,  in  the 
n^regat«,  to  only  160,000,000  acres  oat  of  tn 
hundred  millions,  tiie  whole  quantity ;  hfliw 
the  apparent  inadeqnot^  of  the  proposed  mt»- 
ure  to  remove  the  difficulties  of  the  pTWMA 
system.  But  I  desire  to  pnrsne  this  nutttf 
further,  and  show  the  gross  inequality  of  th 
measure  as  applied  to  the  nine  new  Bt«te^ 
The  Senator  &om  South  Carolina  (Hr.  Pbb- 
ton)  touched  this  point  in  his  remarks  the 
other  day,  in  hia  usual  able  manner,  and  iu 
relieved  mo  from  theneresrityof  ^ingsoKiiiirh 
at  lat^  into  it  as  I  would  otherwise  Mveden& 
I  bold  in  my  hand  a  table  prepared  for  tk 
Committee  on  INiblio  Lands,  and  appended  bj 
that  committee  to  the  report  on  the  bill  1  »^ 
now  discusaing,  without,  it  seems,  even  notic- 
ing the  glaring  inequality  presented  byit.  Sir, 
I  present  that  table  to  the  Senate :  it  is  sn  im- 
portant document,  essential  to  a  correct  uniff- 
standing  of  the  position  I  am  examining. 

By  on  examination  of  this  table,  ths 
great  dirermty  in  the  condition  of  the  Din^ 
new  States  will  tmpear  in  a  riaring  G^L  I 
will  take  the  two  States  of  Inoiann  imd  Aikso- 
sas  to  illustrate  the  idea.  The  anregate  of  tbs 
whole  of  the  public  lands  that  Indiana  eontun- 
ed,  aa  estimated  by  the  table,  waa  S0,6!9,3SS 
acres ;  of  this  quantity  there  have  beeD  sold 
16,168,708  acrea ;  granted  to  the  State  and  io- 
dividnals,  for  nil  purposes,  1,074,63  ictm; 
unsold,  including  lauds  nnsnrveyed,  4,8U6,*91 
acres;  the  purchase  money  received  bv  ths 
General  Govemroent  into  tlie  National  Titas- 
ury  from  the  sale  of  the  16,1B8,70S  acres  'n 
$18,886,801.  The  quantity  of  land  in  AAuf 
sas  is  81.468,010  acres.  Of  these  Hwre  it^ 
been  sold 3,464,710  acres;  granted  to  (he  State 
and  individuals  for  all  purposM,  976,886  acres ; 
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andthereremuDQiiKild  26,027,804 Bcras.  The 
United  SUtes  have  received  for  the  sale  of  tbeae 
£,461,710  acraa,  the  enm  of  $3,110,897.  Indi- 
ans  contaiDS  a  populaUon  of  near  700,000  wuls, 
■nd  Arhuiaaa  a  popnlatioa  of  abont  100,000. 
Thna  stand  the  two  States.  Now  let  us  see  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  the  bill  of  the 
S^tor  from  South  Carolina  to  these  two 
States.  Here  stands  lodiaaa  with  her  700,000 
sonla,  bsTing  paid  ioto  the  National  Treasury 
the  snm  of  |19,S26,301  for  the  lands  alreodj 
v^  rec«iTiiig  under  the  bill  her  thirty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  proeeeds  of  the  rerauioing  4,390,- 
494,  while  Arl^anaas,  with  her  100,000  bouIh, 
having  paid  into  the  National  Treasory  only 
$3,110,897,  would  receive  her  thirty-five  per 
mqL  of  her  26,027,804  acres,  aabjeet  to  like 
charcee.  So  tliot  Arkansas,  containing  the 
snsller  population,  and  having  paid  the  least 
money  into  the  National  Treasury,  would  re- 
ceive greatly  the  most  in  the  dividend. 

ToMOir,  January  10. 

Ptmanait  Pretptetive  J^e-emption  Zote. 

Mr.  Whttb  said:  However  imperfectly  I  feel 
myself  able  to  dlscnss  this  snljject,  I  oin  con- 
Bciona,  nevertheless,  that  in  deciding  upon  it,  I 
occupy  an  importitl  position.  Indiana,  in  her 
progresBive  advances  from  a  wilderness  state  to 
llie  dignity  of  the  fourth  or  fifLli  member  of  the 
Union,  has  reached  that  period  in  her  history, 
when  she  may  hold  with  a  steady  and  an  equal 
hand  the  icalea  of  interest  between  tlie  old 
States  and  the  new.  While,  then,  I  listen  with 
most  respectful  consideration  to  abler  coansels 
than  I  myself  can  aspire  to  give,  upon  a  subject 
whose  growing  magnitads  has  inspired  veteran 
Senators  with  such  apprehension,  as  even  to 
jnatify  precipitation  anu  immature  legislation, 
I  shall  endeavor  so  to  record  my  vote  upon  the 
several  propositions  before  us,  as  to  Beoora  to 
the  new  States  all  the  equity  they  claim,  and  to 
the  old  all  the  right  which  they  challenge,  and 
to  all  the  States  on  advantage  of  the  most  lao- 
mentons  importanoe,  to  bo  gained,  as  I  con- 
ceive, from  no  other  source  than  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  onr  boDntifnl  dorooin. 

I  coDCDT  fully  with  Senators  who  have  oS' 
cribed  ao  great  an  importance  to  the  measure 
DOW  before  us.  If  we  regard  it  merely  as  a 
qnestioD  of  finance^  it  carries  a  grave  and  se- 
rioas  import.  Not  the  least  among  the  high 
functions  of  Government  is  its  power  to  raise 
and  expend  money.  Next  to  the  power  to  de- 
clare war,  and  to  place  under  the  arbitrament 
of  the  sword  the  I'^e  and  fortune  of  the  citizen, 
the  power  to  riuse  revenue  is  the  highest  pre- 
rogative of  sovereignty.  Of  equal  importance 
is  it  if  we  have  respect  to  the  question  of  popn- 
latioa or  settlement,  and  of  social  organization. 
These  difflcnlties  ore  increased  by  the  medium 
throush  which  Senators  choose  to  regard  ijie 
sut^ct.  While  the  Seuotor  from  Misouri  (ilt. 
Bestos)  complaini  that  we  will  not  treat  the 


SubUodomunasafundforrevcnuo,  the  Senator 
'om  Tennessee  (Mr.  Akdebson)  contends  that 
it  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  a  question 
of  finance.  Concurring  fully,  as  I  do,  with  the 
honorable  Senator  who  lotrodnced  the  bill  now 
on  your  table,  in  the  propriety  of  a  permanent 
pre-emption  law,  I  protest  against  the  justice 
of  the  remarks  with  wliich  bo  accompanied  Ita 
introduction,  and  to  which  I  shall  hereafter 
have  occasion  to  advert.  My  purpose,  now,  is 
merely  to  express  my  regret  that  a  measure  so 
interesting,  and  I  may  add  beneficent,  as  the 
final  disposition  of  our  public  domain,  oould 
not  be  presented  to  this  body  by  the  dominant 
party,  without  a  conjuration  of  influences  well 
calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  legis- 
lation— influences  which  have  lately  been  arous- 
ed in  the  coufiict  of  contending  parties,  and 
which  had  expended  themselves  in  the  most 
conclusive  demonstrations  at  the  ballot  box. 

The  bill  and  amendmenta  before  us  contem- 
plate a  permanent  and  conclusive  adjustment 
of  tha  interest  of  the  United  States  in  this  do- 
main ;  and  from  the  general  view  which  w« 
have  taken  of  Its  uses,  and  of  the  nature  of 
the  trust  with  which  the  Oovernment  is  invest- 
ed in  regard  to  it,  we  are  prepared  to  discuss 
the  several  principles  and  details  involved  in 
the  bill  and  proposed  amendmonts. 
From  tbe  beginning  of  our  land  policy,  settle- 
ent  and  occupancy  seem  to  have  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Government.  It  is  true  that  lar- 
geesea  have  never  been  proposed,  nor  bounties 
awarded,  to  induce  a  cultivation  of  our  wild 
domain.  On  tbe  other  hand,  the  Government 
has,  with  all  possible  expedition,  from  time  to 
time  extinguislied  the  louian  title,  and  thrown 
the  lands  into  market.  The  Indian  claim  re- 
moved, DO  other  obstacle  has  been  left  by  onr 
laws  in  the  way  of  settlement,  no  limits  pre- 
scribed to  tbe  exploration  of  the  adventurous 
E'onoer.  The  method  of  settling  the  Western 
nds  in  compact  mosses,  by  townships  at  a 
time,  has  been  always  repudiated.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  incurred  no  expense  to  protect 
tha  settlements.  No  garrisons  or  military  posts 
have  been  established  npon  our  frontier  with 
this  express  reference.  On  the  contrary.  It  has 
been  left  to  the  same  fearless  and  hardy  spirit 
of  individual  resolation  which  dared  to  encoun- 
ter tbe  obstacles  of  nature  and  the  terrors  of 
the  forest,  to  defend  the  pioneers  against  the 
marauding  inonrsions  of  their  savage  ncighbora. 
The  rifle  and  the  axe  have  gone  tugetber  into 
the  wilderness,  home  by  the  same  hand.  The 
mother  has  left  the  couch  where  her  infant  r»- 
posed,  to  watch  over  the  labors  of  the  back- 
woodsman while  engaged  in  his  daily  aud  toil- 
some task,  and  to  give  the  first  olorm  against 
the  treachery  of  the  Indian ;  and  the  hour  of 
midnight  repose  ban  been  rendered  secure  only 
hf  the  guardianship  of  the  hunter  sentinel. 

In  BQch  a  way  as  tliis,  sir,  have  yonr  great 
tramontane  valleys  been  settled,  until  now  se- 
curity has  Eucueeded  to  danger,  and  the  alarms 
of  a  border  war  are  drowned  in  the  noisy  tread 
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of  commerce  sod  of  speoDlation.  The  pioneer 
bas  borne  Haa  Aangen  of  the  adventare ;  iball 
he  not  reap  its  honors  and  rewsrds?  Unaided, 
unregarded,  imrecompeneed,  he  has  laid  in  vir- 
tne  and  in  peace  the  fonndations  of  seTeral 
of  joQT  most  powerful  States,  etrengthened 
the  bonds  of  yonr  oonfoderecy,  added  new  in- 
teroBt  t4>  joor  commerce,  aagmeDted  soarces  to 
yoor  revennes,  wcnrity  to  jonr  liberties,  and 
A-esh  gloriea  to  yonr  empire.  Will  yoa  now 
withdraw  from  him  your  patronage  when  first 
it  begins  to  be  Taloable ;  or  rather,  will  you 
not  confirm  to  him  his  ancient  charter  t  Is  the 
aame  wise  and  liberal  policy  yet  to  continue, ' 
of  Dovering  this  continent  with  Republican 
States,  or  ia  the  sordid  gripe  of  avarice  to  arrest 
this  march  of  civil  liberty  towards  its  utmost 
destination  I  Is  this  paternal  Government  will- 
ing to  adopt  the  motto :  "  Qiiarenda  petunia 
prtmum  ett — sirltupott  nummoi,"  to  postpone 
the  highest  politcialinteresta  of  its  people  to  a 
Donnderataon  of  revenue  f 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  almost  every  deed 
of  ceesion  &om  the  States,  and  in  both  the 
treaties  with  France  and  Spun  for  the  purchase 
of  I^miaiana  and  Florida,  guarantees  are  con- 
tained, seonring  to  the  people  of  the  acqnired 
territory  a  Kepnblican  form  of  government,  and 
free  and  ec^nal  admission  into  the  Union.  If^ 
then,  even  in  onr  for^gn  negotiationB  this  ^>- 
pears  to  be  a  fundamental  object,  let  os  not 
thwart,  by  our  domestic  policy,  the  earliest  at- 
tunment  of  so  great  an  end.  Let  revenne  be 
n  mere  incidents  conrideratioD,  or  in  the  ei- 
pressive  and  simple  langaage  of  a  member  of  the 
lint  Oongreea,  "let  OB  make  the  best  of  liberty, 
oar  people,  and  our  land." 

Senstora  ol^ect  to  the  pre-emption  policy 
mainly  upon  these  grounds : 

J.  That  it  iiijures  our  exchequer  by  dbnin- 
ishingthe  price  received  for  the  lands, 

2.  That,  by  conferring  privileges  and  boun- 
ties upon  ttte  people  ol  the  new  States,  it  is 
partial  in  its  operation,  and  unjust  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  old  States. 

S.  That  it  produoea  an  unnatural  and  forced 
drun  upon  tJie  popolUion  of  the  old  States ; 

4.  That  it  engenders  a  spirit  of  insubordina- 
tion to  the  laws,  and  will  lead  to  mischievous 
riots  and  excesses  by  tolerating  a  scramble  for 
the  public  property. 

To  the  first  olgectton  I  reply  that,  l>efi>re  the 
former  pre-emption  laws  had  operated  to  any 
extent,  the  gross  average  at  which  the  lan^ 
have  been  sold  dnca  the  present  minimum  price 
was  established,  is  about  one  dollar  and  ttiirty 
cents  per  aore.  The  inconsiderable  loss  of  five 
cents  per  acre  does  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the 
scale  against  the  equity  of  pre-emption.  To 
appease  even  the  iU-fonndea  complaints  of  a 
Bii^Ie  State  having  public  lands  within  its  bor- 
ders, yon  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  make  so 
small  a  sacrifice.  You  have  asseesed  the  value 
ot  the  lands  at  $1  2S  per  acre.  Why  should 
you  expose  them  to  sale  at  anctioii  f    Many  of 


these  lands  are  not  worth  the  minimum  pric^ 
and  yet  yon  refuse,  and  for  good  reasons,  to 
graduate  them  downwards.  Why  should  jdd 
graduate  them  upwards  t  In  any  dqMitnieat 
of  bndnees  there  are  evils  in  the  anction  sys- 
tem, and  it  ought  to  be  avoided  wb«i  it  >■  pos- 
sible to  do  so.  It  is  the  jiarent  frequently  <£ 
minoua  speculations,  arismg  from  an  nndne 
competition  which  such  an  occaaon  generallj 
arouses.  Upon  the  oommeroe  of  our  aUzcoa 
we  lay  an  equal  duty,  and  do  not  sell  the  wo- 
tectton  of  our  navy  to  the  highest  bidder.  Th« 
focilities  of  the  public  m^I,  and  the  privikgci 
of  the  Patent  Office,  are  afforded  at  fixed  rtira. 
No  part  of  onr  revenne  except  tram  land  ii 
raism  in  the  shambles.  Government  oflen 
none  of  its  favohi,  none  of  Its  privil^e^  to  ttie 
cupidity  of  wealth  save  the  domicil  of  the  pow 
man,  of  which,  by  oonquest  or  purchase,  it  hsi 
become  the  lord  paramonnL 

The  second  objection  assumes  what  I  caniKit 
grant,  "  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  a  boon- 
ty  or  a  privilege."  The  pre-emptor  paya  a  &ir 
equivalent  for  his  ri^t,  of  more  valne  in  the 
end  to  the  Government  than  the  higher  price 
which  the  capitalist  might  bid  at  auction. 
Foregoing  now  the  argument  of  Increaaed  le- 
Boarces  and  angmented  nati<»iBl  wealth,  pro- 
duced by  conveying  the  lands  to  the  actoal  oc- 
cupant and  coltivator,  I  urge  the  conaid^ratian 
of  enhanced  value  given  to  the  ai^acent  lands 
by  tmprovemonts  in  their  neighborhood.  How 
much  the  sole  of  this  class  of  lands  b^  beeu 
hastened  by  such  causes,  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate ;  but  I  venture  the  assertimi  that  your 
Treasury,  enriched  as  it  baa  been  from  every 
source,  including  the  twenty-five  millioiis  of 
Treasury  notes,  which  have  been  i»uod,  could 
not  stand  the  shock  of  yielding  up  ita  gains,  de- 
rived in  this  very  way.  Is  it  more  in  the  na- 
ture of  bounty  to  give  thwe  lands  for  a  fixed 
price  to  the  ^t  occupant,  to  the  moat  indns- 
trious  citizen,  than  to  the  wealthiest,  who  may 

Eerehance  bid  more  than  they  are  worth  t  But 
1  what  respect  is  this  system  onjnst  to  the 
people  of  the  old  States  f  Certainly  the  lands 
arenotafund  for  individual  aggrandisement  and 
profit.  Whatever  relation  the  Qoverument, 
as  the  trustee  of  the  landa,  bean  to  tit  Slala, 
upon  the  great  principles  of  equity,  which  i 
shall  by  and  by  discuss,  it  can  be  under  no 
obligation  to  parcel  the  domain  out,  wr  capita, 
among  the  individual  masses  of  tne  people. 
The  people  at  the  old  States  remaining  sarh, 
cannot  complain  that  a  purcliase  b  denietl  to 
them  for  purposes  of  investment  and  specula- 
tion, (I  do  not  like  the  word,)  which  is  dloved 
to  him  who  ia  willing  to  Join  the  new  oouuna- 
nity  in  the  wilderness,  to  lay  his  hearth-ctooc, 
and  to  build  his  altar  there.  If  Qie  Gorcm- 
ment  does  not  hold  these  lands  in  trust  for  in- 
dividaal  advantage,  then  it  has  a  right  to  fix 
what  principles  it  pleases  for  their  sale  and  dis- 
position, and  surely  no  complaint  can  Joitly  ha 
made  wb«i  those  dispoutions  are  fnendiyto 
the  esilieot  deTelopment  of  tiie  sodal  sod  po- 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONQBESS. 


loSn.] 


UPmpxtiai 


[Jamuut,  IMI. 


litkttl  iTstam,  and  to  the  increase  of  popnlatlon 
witMn  the  limita  of  tlie  new  Territory.  Of  thia 
I  defj  reftitatioiL 

I  am  viUittg  to  ocoord  a  character  of  ptaari- 
bilitj'  to  the  third  objection  to  pre-emptions 
above  enumerated.  Ferbe^  tiie  teadencj  of 
Amerioaa  enterprise  is  too  mnoh  to  a  diffusive 
popolation.  To  everj  section  of  the  Union  the 
Govemmeat  owes  an  ^Qal  patronage,  and  do 
Mtriotio  citizen  of  the  West  wonld  desire  to  we 
Ail  oirn  section  bnilt  Dp  at  the  expense  of  the 
sister  States.  Especiall]'  would  no  Western 
tULesntu  otaamead  himself  to  his  constitaents 
ij  the  enactment  of  partial  laws.  The  chain 
of  dependence  is  sneh  between  Uie  most  distant 
portioDB  of  our  confederacy,  that  one  cannot  be 
ngnriDoily  affected  without  sensible  loss  to  the 
Dther.  It  is  imposuble,  however,  to  restrain 
tbe  emigrXiag  spirit  of  oar  coontryintt],  and  no 
better  rule  can  oe  adopted  than  to  leave  each 
one  free  to  fbllov  those  impobes  which  point 
to  his  own  [wosperity  and  happiness.  While 
tlie  rewards  of  agrionltnre  In  the  rich  and  fer- 
tile {duns  west  of  the  monntalna  are  more 
tempting  t«  the  dtiien  than  the  appropriate 
ptmnits  to  which  those  are  des^ned  who  re- 
niiin  in  the  Atlantic  Stal«a,  it  wonld  be  wrong 
to  check  that  vlrtnons  ambition  which  Is  emn- 
lou  to  reach  them.  Let  it  be  remembered  thot 
sgriooltnre  is  almost  the  universal  parsoit  of 
tlie  Western  emigrant ;  and  the  more  this  pro- 
portion of  onr  popnlatiOQ  inoreasee,  the  more 
oar  real  independence  is  seeored,  and  the  faster 
ear  aali<»ia]  wealth  Is  mgmented.  I  am  not 
ibont  to  adopt  the  ezolnsiTe  and  exploded  doc- 
trlMs  of  the  Economists,  which  denied  the  pro- 
lincEiTe  qnaUty  to  the  operations  of  commerce 
ind  to  the  lab«TS  of  the  tutisao.  Bnt  I  do  con- 
tend that  the  agriooltoral  employment  is  best 
tduted  to  the  genins  of  onr  people,  and  to  the 
eoDditiun  of  onr  oonntry,  and  that  it  ought,  and 
war  will,  I  tmst,  maintain  a  proud  prepooder- 
utoe.  Need  I  remind  you,  sir,  that  this  class, 
io  every  emer^toicy,  wUl  be  the  prop  and  stay 
of  DDT  Repnblie ;  that  here  the  virtues  which 
■hsll  save  our  institutions  will  find  their  true 
itiiding  pleee,  and  that  sedition  and  misrule 
HBTer  enter  tlie  poacefnl  domicil  of  the  has- 
baodman  I  Bnt  tlieru  is  a  vieir  of  this  sobjeot 
which  taku  off  the  edge  of  the  objection  we 
an  disoQssing.  It  la,  that  although  emigration 
nity  be  too  rapid  fkim  the  old  titates  to  the 
WW,  the  uatDre  of  onr  pursuits  is  snch  that 
there  Is  a  constant  cii^ulation  of  our  population. 
Though  in  the  process  of  this  mighty  provinciul 
KctetiDD,  which  has  so  astonished  ns  with  its 
growth,  the  blood  may  be  forced  tiirough  the 
arteries  in  UQUsaal  corrents  to  the  extremities, 
7et  the  self-restoring  efforts  of  nature  shall  re- 
tiim  it  through  a  thousand  veins  to  the  seat  of 
^-  The  traveller  from  the  old  States,  after 
■nuj  days,  will  return  with  the  spoils  of  in- 
dmtiy,  UM  pour  the  ;;i-atefal  offering  into  the 
Dutenudlap. 

A  single  word  or  two,  dr,  ^sll  suffice  in  re- 
pljr  to  tbe  fbnrth  olileotioii.    It  ia  In  effect  a 


"  begging  of  the  qnestiou ;"  for  if  yon  inv[t« 
the  ocoupant  to  take  posaeseion  of  your  lands, 
he  ceases  to  be  a  trespasser.  Your  Act  of  1807 
forbade  treqtasses  upon  the  pntilio  lands ;  and 
yet  how  little  has  tbe  moral  sense  of  the  com- 
mnnity  been  shooked  hy  the  frequent  and  con- 
stantly recurring  violations  of  that  aot  which 
we  have  witnessed.  The  universal  sentiment 
of  the  nation  has  pronounced  it  a  dead  letter. 
Can  he  who  seeks  a  home  and  a  domicil  for  his 
wife  and  children  offend  i^iunst  any  mle  of  so- 
dety  t  Id  vun  do  yon  set  up  the  artificial  au- 
thority of  any  law  og^tt  so  holy  a  purpose. 
Restrict  your  pre-emption  law  to  the  actaal 
settler;  oQt  np  speonWion  by  the  roots,  and 
your  statute  book  will  snffer  no  reproach,  nor 
opprobrium  rest  upon  your  authority,  from  any 
of  the  acts  which  yon  fear. 

That  there  will  be  no  strife  or  viulent  con- 
tention among  the  several  beneSciaries  of  the 
pre-emption  law,  the  experience  of  the  past 
BDfficiently  proves.  The  north-west  comer  of 
Indiana  (within  my  own  observation)  has  been 
settled  by  pre-eraptors.  A  more  orderiy,  indus- 
trious, or  better  regnlM«d  oommuoity,  is  not  to 
be  found. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  pre-emptions  Is  so 
pregnant,  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to 
adduce  tiie  authority  of  other  Govemments 
which  have  uniformly  extended  tlie  kindest 
protoctian  towards  their  infant  settlements. 
From  the  time  when  the  wandering  Scythian 
roamed  from  one  hunting  ground  or  pasturage 
to  another,  as  his  brief  annual  tenure  wonld 
expire — from  tbe  period  of  the  Joltland  and 
bookland  of  the  ancient  Elaion,  there  has  been 
no  mercenary  legislation  npon  lands.  Tbe  far- 
famed  agrarian  laws  of  Rome  were  designed  to 
aid  and  protect  the  colonist.  Tbe  States  of  onr 
own  Confederacy  have  either  sarrendered  tbdr 
lands  to  settlers  or  sold  tbom  at  a  nominal  price. 
We  are  all  conversant  with  that  force  of  public 
opinion  which  constrained  Massachusetts  to 
paas  laws  requiring  the  snccesafd  plaintiff  in 
qjectmont  to  pay  the  occupying  claimant  for 
what  they  termed  his  "betterments,"  answer- 
ing to  the  "  fMlioram^ita  "  of  the  civil  law,  or 
the  "  improvements  "  of  the  Western  squatter. 
A  rigorous  policy  against  the  settler  would  be 
alike  in  violation  of  contemporary  sentiment, 
and  of  all  the  lights  of  Mperienoe. 

You  have  been  reminded,  sir,  by  way  of 
checking  too  gratuitons  a  spirit  towards  the 
~~w  States,  of  the  bounty  and  mnniflcence,  or 

the  Senator  ^m  South  Carolina  (Hr.  Fbu- 

n)  eloquently  expresses  it,  of  thejuttiee  (for 
what  higher  attribute  can  be  claimed  in  these 
degenerato  ages?)  of  Virginia  and  the  other 
conceding  States,  in  snrrendering  their  rich 
possesrions  to  the  Union.  The  new  States  con- 
gratulate themselves  npon  this  result  They 
congratuloto  the  Union.  Had  the  States  retain- 
ed this  territory  we  shonld  not  now  perhaps  be 
in  the  hands  of  a  paternal  Government,  hoast- 
'.Dg  its  redeemed  gnarsntee  for  our  admisdon 
jito  the  Union.     Wisnm^  lows,  Jflm^da, 
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feJtlifOlij  and  Bpeedily  performed. 

tor7  nonb-weBt  of  tbe  Ohio  River  would  bare 


t  all  probabilitj  would  not  bave 
been  acqnireil,  Dor  tbe  navigadon  of  tbe  Misais- 
Bippi  secared.  We  should  not  Dow  have  boaat- 
ed  Now  OrleanKJ  the  pecrkai  eapMUng  oitj  of 
this  continent,  nor  would  our  great  itaFde  grow- 
ing region  of  tlie  Sontb  have  had  the  valle^a 
of  the  Dpper  UisuMippI,  tbe  Ohio,  the  Illinoia, 
and  Wabub,  to  ponr,  free  of  duty,  their  aban- 
dant  and  ceaseless  sappliM  into  her  bOHom 
thoa  giving  to  her  annnal  eighty  millioiiB  of  ex 
porta  one-third  of  the  element  of  tbeir  valne. 

As  a  representative  of  Western  interests,  I  di 
not  compUln  of  partial  or  nneqnal  laws;  bat  i 
cannot  be  forgotten  that  commerce  has  its  eo«t 
ly  defences,  and  manafactnres  a  protection 
springing  front  yonr  laws.  Of  neoewity,  al- 
most, the  pecnniarr  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  limited  to  the  waboord.  In  proportion 
to  its  numbers,  the  West  is  the  largest  tax-pay- 
ing Mction  of  our  country,  for  tbe  simple  rea- 
son that  not  an  orticle  of  import  li  produced 
tliere.  These  drains  npnn  our  industry  we 
snhmit  tu  with  an  nncompl^niag  temper.  But 
— e  cannot  forget  tlie  eqaity  which  Rucb  oonsid- 


emtions  raise  when  you  are  called  to  m 
npon  subjects  pecnliariiy  affecting  unr  interens. 
ir  staples  are  the  agricultural  products  which 


n  to  be  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  constitu- 
tional protection.  Compared  with  the  magni- 
tude of  tbe  agricnltural  intereet,  all  the  other 
producU  of  labor  in  this  country  Nnk  Into  ntter 
insieniflcance.  Commerce  baa  its  one  hundred 
millions  of  exports,  and  an  equal  amount  of  im- 
ports and  our  manufactures  doubtless  tran- 
scend these  snms  in  amount ;  but  agriculture, 
ftitvering  above  all,  ascends  to  two  thousand 
millions  per  annum.  Ko  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent  which  does  not  raise  its  own 
bread-«taff8 ;  and  tbo  highest  condition  of  so- 
cial happiness  and  prosperity  is  attained  where 
otlior  interests,  to  oe  sure,  are  Sourishlng.  hut 
when  the  egriculturBl  interest  maintains  the  as- 
cendant. In  every  vicissitude  of  traile,  and  in 
every  revulsion  of  Government,  while  famine 
and  distress  too  often  mark  their  desolating 
career  in  other  countries,  in  peace  aud  in  war, 
our  teeming  soil  continues  to  yield  ita  fruits  to 
the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  and  our  bams 
and  granaries  to  furnish  perpetual  resoureesfor 
the  life  of  man.  No  event  in  history  is  associ- 
ated V  ith  such  a  moss  of  human  happiness,  pres- 
ent and  prmpective,  as  the  settlement  of  our 
Western  country,  by  mnltiplying  and  cheapen- 
ing the  food  upon  which  man  sulMista.  But  I 
will  not  press  this  topic  further.  The  people 
of  the  Weot,  exulting  in  their  growing  strength, 
expect  from  Congrcas  just  and  conrfderat*  laws, 
not  so  much  from  their  power  to  enforce  them, 
as  from  the  enlightened  appreciation  In  which 
their  claims  must  be  held  by  the  entdrw  Union. 
It  a  matter  of  regret  that  tbe  dignity  of  these 
daunB  ahoold  b«  di^eraged,  or  su^ieion  be 


thrown  upon  them  by  tbe  maoDcr  in  winch 
the  present  bill  was  introduced  into  the  tusU. 
When  pre-emption  laws  beoome  tbe  am  IM-  ' 
ball  of  party,  or  are  oonTerted  into  an  eigm 
for  political  warfare,  it  is  no  wonder  ihu  tbej 
fail  to  OMumand  that  general  aaaeot  lovliiili 
tbey  are  entitled.  Th»  honorable  nMubavlw 
brought  in  this  Ull  rainarkAd,  npon  ils  intn- 
dnction,  that  the  Federal  p^y  {as  be  «m  . 
pleased  to  term  tbe  Whig  p«rtr)  bad,  in  ite 
leoent  Preaidentjal  canTaia,  showik  M>  dent«i 
a  love  for  log-oabina  and  their  inmatef,  bero 
fearful  they  would  antidpate  the  friend)  of  tto 
Adroinistratioa  in  presanting  the  meanin  <d  i 
perman«tt  pr»>eniptioii,  and  ha  tfaertAire  lis- 
tened to  Bulnnit  the  imposed  neasare.  ^ii, 
the  aignifioant  title  {wvfised  to  this  bill,  if  ii 
sliall  not  be  interpreted  as  inmical  npm  in 
worthy  braefieiaiies,  has  at  l«atf  that  upxt  in 
refereooe  to  one  of  the  great  paitiea  enps^^  a 
tbe  recent  Preridential  stTDfc^o.  Oai^iij.Bi. 
either  the  bill  or  its  title  or  some  other  tsoc- 
ations,  have  produced,  in  this  debate,  notil^ 
tie  rullery  against  the  emblema  idoptei  to 
good  cause  by  tbe  Whiga  in  the  late  cetiUft 
The  fndght  with  which  this  prfr-emption  voti 
is  laden,  b  acceptable  to  my  constitneala,  ta 
they  like  not  the  flag  under  which  she  ^ 
In  a  word,  sir,  it  cannot  bo  concealed  thst  ito 
measure  b  intended  to  overreach  tbe  atrtitn  a 
tbe  coming  Administration,  and  either  to  furw 
thatAdmiuiBtrationintoanantagonistpoHWa  j 
or  obnnbibkte  its  glories  by  this  forced  tsA  a^ 
den  interposition  of  a  policy  for  which  t»  I 
country  was  as  ripe  eight  years  ago  as  no^.  »  | 
matters  not  to  me,  however,  whether  thi>  oa-  , 
summation  be  achieved  nnder  the  star  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  whether  it  bo  the  eoiMomiHtf 
of  that  series  of  conservative  and  pstriow 
measures  which  are  to  restoia  the  cbancUc « 
the  age  and  elevate  our  institutions,  or  vh«tbtr, 
DOW  urged  on  by  influenoes  no  longer  to  ba  n* 
sisted,  Uie  measure  lias  been  precipitated  npM 

by  the  stern  virtue  which  is  felt  and  ippt- 
oiated,  and,  I  may  add,  feored  in  the  clisi«w 
of  General  Harrison,  and  by  that  powerfiil  v"* 
of  the  people  which  has  proaonneed  bis  cw- 
tion. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  a  &ial  i^ 
ment  of  the  land  question,  as  propoaed  bf !» 
bill,  two  antagonist  meaanrea  have  beea  pr^ 
tented  to  the  Senate.  That  ooMaioed  In  »  I 
amendmentof  the  honorable  Senator  fromKcS'  i 
tucky,  (Ur.  CBimiiDEM,)  propoavs  to  P*^ 
the  actuul  seUler,  whose  estate  shall  noteKeM 


any  quantity  of  luid  not  ezoeeding  SSO  "^ 
and  to  distribnte  the  proceeds  of  the  sslw  « 
the  public  lands  among  the  several  Statesd  w 
Union  in  Just  and  equitable  pniportiaia  l*" 
other,  pn^KMed  by  the  honorable  niembet  fron 
Bonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  GAt.Bons.)  oontenip^* 
cession  of  the  public  lands  to  tbe  sevenl  ^ 
within  whose  limits  they  lie,  upon  eondiO^ 
the  principal  of  which  sm,  that  the  Stritf  «^ 
annually  pay  to  the  General  GoTmiWin'  w- 
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£re  per  ceot.  of  the  grose  prooeedi,  and  that 
tha  ccsdon  "  Hbtll  be  in  fall  of  the  five  per 
wuL  fund  or  anj  part  thereof  aot  alreadj  ac- 
cntvi  to  any  State ;  luid  the  said  States  ehall 
be-  eiclasiTdj  liable  for  all  charges  that  may 
bereifCer  arise  from  tha  BDrreys,  Bales,  and 
miaagement  of  tiie  poblio  lands  and  eitingaish- 
meiit  of  Indian  title  within  the  limits  ot  said 
States  respectively. "  It  also  provides  that  the 
States  may  paaa  pre-emptian  and  grtdnatlon 
lin.  I  ^all  DOW  conriaer  the  amendmeitt  of 
tbe  Sraator  from  Sonth  Carolina. 

I  otyact  to  Hufl  aeheme  as  unsettling  the 
vhole  land  ^stem,  ^iproved  by  tha  experientM 
of  furn'  yeaia,  as  doatroying  that  iiDifonnity 
Thicb  has  contiibnted  so  mach  not  only  to  the 
Ncority  of  titlea,  but  to  the  value  of  improve- 
ments mode  npoa  the  newly  parobased  lands. 
It  transfers  tlie  mnniineiitB  of  title  from  the  ar- 
rhives  of  this  Govemment  to  the  enstody  of  the 
Eiecctives  of  the  several  States,  the  forms  of 
conveyance  of  oonrse  to  be  devised  by  the  au- 
tborities  of  those  States.    It  creates  new  re- 
fpnoabiKties  unknown  to  the  conititntion,  and 
dangerous  to  our  revenues.     Who  can  believe 
that  (he  States  will  meet  pecaniatr  engage- 
mentj  of  this  kind  with  promptitoao  ?     Yonr 
lanrg  cannol  enforce  their  collection,  and  your 
only  reliance  la  upon  the  faith  of  the  States. 
lo  oririn^  engagements  of  the  several  Statee 
with  the  world,  their  plighted  faith  will  be  a 
■officient  gnarantee  for  the  redemption  of  any 
pecuniary  obligation.     Bat  here  the  case  is  very 
differenL      This  proposition   creates   rektione 
between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment,  not  very  dissimilar  to  those  which  exist- 
ed under  the  old  articles  of  Confederation.    A 
prioeipal  indncement  for  abolishing  the  old 
Ounfederacy,  was  became  requisitions  for  money 
(even  for  so  serious  a  constderstioa  as  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  debt)  made  by  Con- 
gress upon  the  States,  were  not  regarded.     The 
taiiure  of  n  sinde  debtor  State  to  meet  engaige- 
nienls  proposed  by  this  measure,  would  produce 
dJjsatiiddctioD,  and  justify  a  like  remissness  on 
the  part  of  otliers.    Inevery  aspect  of  the  case, 
ttia  relation  of  debtor  snd  creditor  between  the 
States  and  this  Govemment  is  to  be  deprecat- 
ed ;  but  when  that  relation   is  relied  npon  to 
supply  a  oonuderable  portion  of  our  carrent 
revenue,  it  can  result  only  in  disaster  and  dit- 
sppointinent,  nntU  the  sense  of  obligation  shall 
ultinuitelv  be  broken.    Bnt  one  experiment  of 
this  kind  has  been  made  since  the  era  of  nor 
cunstitation,  and  that  was  in  the  aot  of  18S6, 
deiioeit'ing  forty  milUona  of  our  snrploa  reve- 
Baes  with  the  States.    From  the  moment  that 
this  act  was  passed,  and  in  contravention  of  its 
very  tertna,  Uie  sense  of  the  nation   has  pro- 
nrninced  it  a  distribution,  and  not  a  deposit  act. 
That  fund  (or  rather  so  much  of  it  as  was  de- 
ported) has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  resoarces 
vf  the  Federal  Qovemment ;  and  ha  who  would 
treat  it  as  auob,  sotfjeots  himself  to  thejnst  an- 
iaudveraknt  of  every  practical  man. 
Bat  l^  for  uy  pnipooa,  and  particolarly  for 
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pniposes,  it  is  unwise  and  hszardona 
to  involve  the  States  in  a  condition  of  indebted- 
ness to  the  Union,  how  is  the  atvument  strength- 
ened, and  the  danger  increasea,  when  Uie  con- 
sideration of  that  indebtedness  is  the  price  of 
their  own  domain  I  Borne  of  the  States  have 
already  asserted  that  the  proprietary  interest 
of  this  Government  in  tliese  lands,  and  the  au' 
thority  necessarily  assnmcd  in  conseqnence 
thereol^  is  in  den^otion  of  the  rights  and  sover- 
eignty of  the  States.  Snch  doctriDes  have 
been  held,  I  believe,  at  least  in  Alabama  and 
Missouri.  They  have  been  advocated  by  pr<»n- 
inent  members,  both  upon  this  floor  and  in  the 
othir  branch  of  Congress.  I  can  regard  this 
amendment  in  no  other  light  than  as  on  enter- 
ing wedge  for  the  surrender  of  all  the  pnbllo 
domain  to  the  States  where  it  lies.  What,  sir, 
are  the  principles  of  the  contemplated  ceesion  t 
Not,  snrely,  the  employment  of  the  States  as 

ruts  merely  of  this  Government  for  the  sale 
the  lands,  bat  a  transfer  to  them  in  their 
own  right,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  of  pnrchase. 
It  WRS  SO  treated  by  the  Committee  on  Publio 
Lands  at  the  last  session,  who  were  friendly  to 
the  measure.    The  amendment  ex  vi  temini  re- 


eqnity  as  to  render  it  improper  in  this  Govern- 
ment farther  to  direct  their  management.  How 
long  will  it  be,  after  a  cession  made  under  such 
motives  and  impalsee,  until  the  States,  habitu- 
ated to  regard  these  jandt  in  the  first  instanoe 
as  their  own,  shall  forget  the  secondary  obliga- 
tion of  yielding  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  their  pro- 
ceeds to  the  general  Treasury  I  By  this  act 
yon  weaken,  nay,  almost  destroy,  the  sanction 
of  the  old  deeds  of  cession  from  the  orisinaX 
States,  which  now  cannot  be  violated  wiUioat 
convnlsion,  and  tempt  the  States  to  forget  a 
contract  which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  little  time, 
shall  seem  to  carry  with  it  no  moral  obligation. 
I  snm  up  all,  when  I  say  that  the  success  of  this 
is  the  loBS  of  tne  lands. 


Wednkbdat,  January  SO. 

Permartent  Pro^peelitt  Pre-emption  Lam 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  ou  the 
publio  lands,  who  shall  inliabit  and  cultivate 
the  same,  and  raise  a  log-cSibin  thereon,  being 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  HoBTisoTos  submitted  several  amend- 
ments, which  will  be  more  particularly  desig- 
nated when  the  debate  to  which  they  gave  rise 
shall  be  published,  some  of  which  were  in  sub- 
stance OS  follows : 

Strike  out  the  word  "  eighteen,"  and  insert 
"twenty-one,"  so  as  to  confine  the  provisions 
of  the  hill  to  persons,  heads  of  families,  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  upwards. 

Upon  this  question  tlie  ayes  and  noes  were 
demanded,  and  resulted  as  fellows: 

Tua.~l[eaRi.  Boyatd,  Cby  of  Eentodiy,  Clay- 
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ton,  Crittendeii,  DIiod,  Onhim,  Hendenoo,  Hoiit- 
lugtoo,  Ker,  Knigbt,  Uangum,  Herrlck,  Nlcbolu, 
PhelK  Fierce,  rraotin,  IVeston,  Boane,  Rnggia*, 
Smicii  of  Indiukb,  Bouthud,  Webrter,  White,  and 

WiUUlDB— M. 

Sate. — liaat.  Allen,  Andenon,  Beaton,  Bucbin- 
•n,  Cla;  of  Al«b«in>,  Fnhwi,  HnbtMrd,  King,  Unn, 
Lumpkin,  Uouton,  Nicholeoti,  Norrell,  Porter,  Rob- 
iuon,  SeTier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Snu'geoii,  Till- 
m«dge,  tipfta.  Walker,  Wail,  Wright,  ind  Young 
—24. 

The  TioB  PBBsiDZirT.     Tb«  result  of  the 
TOtM  !a  ayes  S4,  noea  34:  my  vote  ~ 
the  amendment  is  lost. 

Upon  Ur.  Tallmadob'h  Baffgeetioii,  aod  by 
general  ooneont,  the  word  "  wMte  "  was  strick- 
en ont  of  the  bill,  as  free  persona  of  color  ore  al' 
lowed  to  hold  praperlj  in  all  the  States  of  the 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  being  concnrred  in  br  the  Senate, 

The  qne«tion  was  then  taxen  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  encrotied  for  a  third  reading,  and  it 
was  decided  m  the  afflnnatiTe,  as  foUows : 

TSAB. — UeMn.  Alien,  Anderson,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, CU;  of  Aluhtnu,  Fulton,  Hendenon,  Hnhbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Uouton,  Nichnlu,  Nicholson, 
Norrsll,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Berler,  Bmith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturseon,  Tallmadge, 
■IVppan,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Teung — 80. 

Nats.— Uewcs.  Bayaid,  Clay  of  Eentnckjr,  CUy- 
ten,  Crittenden,  Diion,  Graham,  Huntington,  Ker, 
En^t,  Hangom,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Bowe,  Bu^es,  and  Southard — If. 

The  Senate  then  n^onmed. 


TnuBSDAi,  JonaaiT  21. 
PemaTtent  Ptoipeetite  Pre-emption  Law. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  ajstem,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  tbe 
pnblic  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  coltirate 
the  same,  and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was 
taken  np,  and  having  been  read  through,  the 
question  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Crittbhdem  then  submitted  the  propo- 
rition  which  was  negatived  when  the  bill  was 
in  Committee  of  tbo  Whole — to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  iostmotions  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  pnxweds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Ui-.  0.  said  he  wished  to  have  a  full  Tote  of 
tbe  Senate  on  this  proposition,  and,  as  there 
were  some  Senators  now  absent  who  would  be 
here  in  a  few  days,  he  wonid  move  that  the 
further  Consideration  of  the  auhjeot  be  post- 


ond  Mr.  Boxton,  when  tbe  question  was  then 
taken  on  tbe  motion  to  postpone,  and  dedded 
in  tbe  negative,  bs  follows : 


a,  Sonlhaiii,  TtUmadge,  md  indu 

Nirs. — He^rs.  AUen,  Andenon,  Bcntos,  Ba^i- 
so,  Claj  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hendasini,  BiMu< 
King,  IJnn,  Lum[ddu,  Moulon,  Nidialaa,  Nidubu, 
NorreU,   Pierce,  Porter,  Boane,  Bobinaon,  Sew, 


The  question  then  recurring  on  tie  ma&a       I 
to  recommit,  Ur.  GmrTE^DBS  addressed  ttie 
Senate  at  mnch  length,  reviewing  in  detail  IIm 
measures  of  tbe  present  Administration. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  followed  in  reply,  and  waa  mc-      I 
oeeded  in  the  debate  by  Ur.  WEDBiu,vliDni 
followed  bj  Ur.  BEmair,  and  then 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  Jannarj  23. 


iarfft  digntUd — Mr.  Btdtmaiit 
apeeen. 

Ur.  BncEAiTAir  rose  to  answer  eaeh  of  tbe 
fonr  speolfio  charges  of  extravagance  vbidi 
had  been  mode  by  the  Senator  from  Kentnd; 
(Ur.  OBimtKDSH)  against  the  present  Adroiiiiy 
tration.  That  Senator  had  called  npoti  bin 
personall  J  to  make  this  answer ;  and  be  nndtr- 
took  the  task  with  plensnre,  not  believing  it  to 
be  one  of  much  diScnIty.  Before,  hov«Ttt, 
he  Aould  apply  himself  directly  to  this  vort, 
he  wonld  take  the  liberty  of  making  eooM  pn- 
limlnary  observations. 

And  in  tlio  first  place,  said  Ur.  B.,  permit  me 
to  observe,  that  I,  at  least,  have  never  inHo- 
dnced  Into  this  Senate,  aa  topics  of  debdle, 
"  log-cabina,  hard  cider,  and  coon  skine ; "  n* 
have  I  ever  made  an  observation  here  ubid 
oonld  be  tortured  into  a  reflection  upon  eitha 
the  int«grity  or  intelligence  of  the  people  ot 
the  United  States  for  haviiw  elected  GeoeiJ 
Harrison  their  President.  The  Senator  ftoa 
Kentucky  has  promptly  and  ftvnkly  disdrinnJ 
any  intention  of  imputing  to  me  encb  scbar^^e; 
and  with  this  I  am  entirelr  satisfied.  The 
people  are  the  only  legitimate  sovereigns  of  tbii 
country,  and  however  much  I  may  r^jret  'i^ 
recent  decision  of  the  Preaideutud  quc«tiot],  I 
lall  never,  cither  here  or  elsewhere,  miliilga 
lyself  in  the  use  of  reproachftil  langtugs 
agdnst  them  for  this  or  any  other  canse. 

If  I  know  myself,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  came  to 
Confcreaa  in  December  last  with  the  desire  IM 
with  the  expectation  that  thia  wonld  prove  to 
be  a  business  session.  It  was  my  eincers  Ti» 
that  the  political  excitetuent  which  has  recently 
agitated  Uie  people  and  has  extended  to  ctctt 

rtion  of  die  land,  might,  for  the  prMMt 

sufiered  to  subside,  and  that  we  miriit  briss 

the  arrears  of  bunness  with  which  »»  •>* 

now  incumbered.    I  hod  not  the  most  distant 

idea  that  thla  chamber  wonld  again  so  soon  be 

oosverted  into  a  mere  political  arena.   Actiii; 
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ladei  &  BenM  of  iatf,  I  h&To  atxitauwd  from 
xditical  oonfliots  sinoe  th«  commenoement  of 
he  present  Madoii,  except  when  compelled  to 
ater  the  lift*  in  the  neoeaBuy  defence  of  mj' 
ri!  or  oC  my  putj.  I  hare  made  no  Bauults, 
ind  hsTe  gMierally  been  a  mere  listener. 
I  had  another  r«ama  for  refraining  from 
oy  partioipatitHi  in  the  debate  now  bemre  the 
ienite.  I  knew  that  the  question  of  the  dle- 
ribatioQ  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  pnblio  lands 
ta  before  the  Legislatore  of  my  own  State, 
nd  that  I  niiaht  be  instmcted  on  the  sabject ; 
nd,  »A  I  aboil  ever  entertain  and  express  the 
itmost  deference  &nd  respect  for  that  Legiala- 
an,  whaterer  politioal  party  may  be  In  the 
oajority,  I  thought  that  n  proper  sense  of 
ielicscy  reqaired  me  to  abstain  from  diaoosrang 
bia  question.    I  hare  not,  therefore,  said,  nor 

0  I  now  intend  to  say,  a  single  word  upon 
bat  subject :  and  I  Bhall  either  give  my  vote 
eeording  to  these  Instrnotions,  should  they 
<ee,  or  resign  my  seat.  I  am  not  the  man 
'ho,  after  having  enjoyed  the  sonahine  of 
olitical  favor,  will  shrink  fl-om  the  storm.  I 
Dug  ance,  tivm  the  deepest  oonvietion,  adopted 
lie  prindpl*  tbftt  the  represeotative  was  bonnd 
>y  the  initmotiooa  of  hu  coastitaenta.  I  con- 
ider  it  essential  to  the  wholesome  action  of  a 
ree,  Demooratio  Republican  form  of .  Govern- 
KDt;  and  having  pnblioly  avowed  this  doctrine 
t  a  period  ivhen  there  appeared  to  be  bot  little 
robability  that  it  coold  ever  reach  myself^  I 
bll  not  disavow  it  in  tiie  day  of  apparent 
loom  and  advernty.  I  am  willing  to  abide 
be  fate  of  war. 

For  a  similar  reason,  I  might  even  have 
e&alned  from  advocating  the  passage  of  the 
re-emption  bill,  dear  as  it  now  Is,  and  ever 
is  been  to  me,  had  I  then  known  that  the 
islraetions  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
uiia  embraced  this  sobject,  as  well  as  that  of 
iie  distribntion  of  the  prooeeds  of  the  pnblio 
uida.  I  am  glad,  however,  now  to  find,  that 
^eu  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself  (Ur. 
Imrxsiws)  is  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  pre- 
mption,  and  haa  actually  incorporated  it  with 
[lU  of  distribution  In  his  motion  now  before 
iia  Benat«.  This  renders  it  certain,  that  if 
Kr  a  distribntion  bill  shonld  pass — and  from 
b  rigus  of  the  tjmes  I  consider  snch  a  result 
robable — the  poor  man,  who  has  expended 
is  toil  in  erecting  an  hnmble  dwelling,  and 
oltivating  the  soil,  shall  not  be  driven  from 
is  home  on  the  public  lands  of  the  far  West, 
rovided  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  Government 
rioe  for  the  qnarter  section  which  he  has 
ilnAeA  and  improved. 

For  one,  it  was  boti  my  design  and  my  de- 
ire,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  to  devote  this 
Ujion  to  the  neceaaary  bumoees  of  the  country, 
°d  to  wait  patiently  until  General  Harrison 
lionld  get  into  power,  I  shall  then  jodge  the 
'^  by  its  frails,  without  any  predetermination 

1  oppeae  Ms  measures.  I  am  bonnd,  notwitii- 
jodiog,  in  coador,  to  declare,  that  if  he  enter- 
ains  the  opinion  of  his  friend  from  Eeutuckr, 

Vol.  Xrr^iS 


(Ur.  OmiTEimKir,;  in  regard  to  a  National  Bank, 
he  (General  Eakbisob)  believes  that  to  be  a 
great  good,  which  I  consider  one  of  the  great- 
est  evUs  which  can  befall  the  country.  With- 
ont,  at  present,  alluding  to  its  fatal  politicsl 
conseqaences,  I  believe  that  in  a  mere  financial 
point  of  view,  it  would  prove  destructive  to  our 
prosperity.  In  order  to  obtain  a  epede  oapital 
for  such  an  institution,  you  must  either  ruin  or 
essentially  cripple  onr  State  banks ;  or  you 
most  adopt  the  alternative  of  borrowing  specie 


Inevitable;  and  the  country  is  not  to  a  condition 
to  resort  to  either,  without  great  injury  to  the 
people.  But  enough  of  this  for  the  present  I 
retnm  to  the  subject  with  which  I  oomraenoed. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  charm 
of  extravagance  which  has  been  so  often  mode 
and  reiterated  agunst  the  present  Administra- 
tion by  both  the  Senators  from  Eentuaky, 
(Messrs.  Obiitindxh  and  Ciat,)  is  without  foun- 
dation. It  will  be  for  the  Senate  and  the  ooun- 
try  to  decide  whether  I  sliall  have  saooeeded. 

It  will  be  reoollected  that  in  the  month  of 
Hay  last,  a  report  was  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  obedience  to  a  resoluUon  <a 
the  Senate  on  the  sulneot  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditures of  the  Federal  Government  during  die 
fifteen  preceding  years.  From  that  report  it 
appears,  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  this 
Government,  which  in  1834  amounted  to  a  little 
more  than  seven  millions  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  had  been  sradually  increasing  until  the 
year  1886,  when  Uey  a  little  exceed^  thirteen 
millions  and  a  quarter.  I  mean  by  ^'■ordinary 
expmmt,"  the  money  annually  disbursed  In 
muntaining  the  permanent  elvU,  military,  and 
naval  establishments  of  the  country,  and  em* 
bracing  every  eipenditnre  neoenory  to  oonduot 
the  Government  prosperously  in  time  of  peace. 
Now,  in  regard  to  this  class  of  expenditures,  I 
have  never  heard  any  Senator  on  either  side  of 
the  House  oompl^  ttf  their  aoHiunt,  or  that 
they  had  risen  from  seven  to  thirteen  millions 
of  dollars  between  18M  and  1689.  Dnring  thia 
period,  a  nnmber  of  new  St^es  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  sevend  new  Ter- 
ritories created — the  army  and  navy  have  both 
been  conuderably  Increased,  and  the  expenses 
of  Congress  have  of  late  years  become  enor- 
mous, requlrlDg  reform  more  thou  any  other 
branch  of  the  Qovemment.  Onr  expenditures 
must  ueoessarlly  increase  with  the  growth  of 
the  oonntry ;  but  it  ought  to  be  onr  ears  that 
this  increase  shall  be  as  slow  as  possible,  and 
never  proceed  beyond  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  pnblio  service.  We  might  with  as 
much  reason  expect  that  the  little  garment 
which  was  sufficient  to  oover  the  child  of  eight 
or  ten  years  of  age,  would  prove  (offident  to 

Erotect  him  from  the  wind  and  the  atorm  after 
e  had  grown  to  be  a  giant,  as  argne  that  tha 
"  ordinary  expenses  "  of  the  Qovemment  ahonld' 
not  have  increased  with  the  rapid,  n^,  the  oa- 
ezompled  growth  of  the  nation  during  the  last- 
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fifteen  rean.  NotUog  hM  been  Hud  agftinit 
ttkCM  ezpeneea,  either  in  the  iggregate  or  in 
detail,  aince  tbej  vere  bronght  to  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  bj  Uie  Secretary's  report 
It  ia,  then,  fair  to  pr(»nme  that  nothing  can  be 
urged  against  a  ainde  item  of  them.  On  thla 
triomphant  reanlt,  I  am  most  lu^p7  to  have  it 
in  mj  power  to  otmsratnlate  the  frienda  of  tJie 
present  AdminlatratioD. 

Tbe  Seoretar;  of  the  TreMorj  in  the  eame 
'  I'^ort  to  which  I  hkTe  referred,  alao  preaented 
sn  annual  itatement  of  tbe  expeiuea  "of  an  ex- 
traordinary or  temporal;  oharaoter,"  fnxn  18M 
to  lf|89,  both  fears  indnure^  arranged  nnder 
different  heads.  When  this  report  came  into 
the  Senate  in  the  month  <^  Maj  last,  both  tbe 
Senator  from  Hiasonri  (Ur.  BntToir)  and  mj- 
self,  called  npon  the  gentlemen  on  tbe  oppoute 
aide  to  point  ont  a  single  it«m  of  extravagsnoe 
amongst  all  these  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
meat,  whether  ordinsr;  or  eitraordioaiT'.  Not 
one  of  them  was  then  bold  enough  even  to 
make  the  attompt.  Oar  challenge  was  not 
met.  And  now  I  woold  ask  tbe  Senator  from 
Kentackf  <Mr.  CsrmxDKi)  on  whom  ongbt 
the  bnrdw  of  the  proof  of  extravagance  to  rest  ? 
Woold  he  reqaire  ijte  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration  to  tf  o^*'i  item  bj  item,  all  the  ten 
tboQMad  items  of  expenditnTB  which  have  been 
■nbmitted  in  a  distinct  form  to  Oongreas,  and 
show  that  in  each  pariicalar  instance  there  was 
no  extravaganoef  This  wonld,  as  that  honor- 
able Senator  well  knows,  be  revetmng  all  tbe 
roles  d  common  law,  as  well  as  of  common 
MDse.  We  preeent  to  the  Senator!  in  tqipoei- 
tion  a  alsar  end  distinct  aoooiint  in  detail  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Qoverament ;  and  it  is  maui- 
fymj  their  daty,  if  tbej  believe  there  has  been 
oztravaganoe  in  anj  item,  to  L^  their  bands 
npon  it,  and  show  wherein  the  extravaganoe 
eonslBts.  Thia  they  eannot  do,  or  they  woold 
long  sinoe  hare  accepted  onr  ehallenge.  They 
are,  thwefore^  driven  to  oond«nu  in  the  aggre- 
gttA  ahhongfa  they  oan  find  no  &n]t  with  any 
of  the  detaJu  of  whkh  this  aggregate  is  oom- 
posed.  They  exolahn  that  the  Administration 
has  been  extrsvagvit,  beoanse  it  has  expended 
one  hnndred  and  thirty  milliona  of  dollars  in 
fonr  years,  whilst  they  do  not  point  out  in 
what  mnnner  it  wonld  have  been  posuble  to 
have  rednoed  this  expenditore.  It  is  true,  that 
at  this  late  day  the  Senator  trom  Eentooky 
(Mr.  OBiTTKHDiti)  haa  denoanoed  four  portian- 
lar  Items  of  the  acoonnt  as  extravagant ;  bnt  I 
^thiiA  I  shall  prove,  befwe  I  rit  down,  tiiat  he 
has  been  less  wise  and  wary  than  his  oolleagne, 
<Ur.  Clat,)  in  desoending  from  generals  to  par- 
ticalars. 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  the  "  extraordinary 
expenses  "  of  the  Oovemment  have  been  very 
large  during  the  last  fonr  years.  Bnt  whether 
these  expenditnres  were  great  or  small,  is  not 
the  qnestion.  Were  they  inevitablet  Ooold 
they  have  been  avoided  by  any  hnman  pra- 
denoe  or  foresight  on  the  put  of  the  ExeoimTe 
«r  his  friends  in  Ooogrstit    Was  not  ewdi  of 


the  treaties  and  acts  of  CoogreM  tukkr  *luek 
these  expenditnres  were  neeeMaiUj  iacami, 
sanctioned  and  snstuned  by  tite  very  ShiIm 
who  now  condemn  them  in  the  ifptpui 
These  are  the  tme  qoeetions. 

These  "  extraordinary  expenses  "  nut,  fna 
the  nature  of  things,  vary  with  the  eta-iitj- 
ing  condition  of  the  oonntry.  Our  drtniuUft- 
oei  are  chan^g  with  every  dunsicig  jut. 
Some  years  ago,  the  notum  was  ^ioiiK  ikn| 
on  [he  smooth  cnrrent  of  prosperity,  iDdniiM- 
ing  bnt  Uttle  above  the  ordinary  eipenditan  »■ 
ocssary  to  keep  the  Qovemment  in  rMolu  m- 
tion.  Not  so,  sinoe  the  present  Preaioail  ewe 
into  power.    It  has  been  his  i '  '  '  "    '" 

' — ' "     ** ';od  of  his  admin 

extraordinary  chsractsr,  whkt 
be  conid  not  have  avoided,  were  rendutd  A-      < 
solcteiy  neoessary,  whilst  the  mamt  of  tit     i 
Oovemment  has  been  greatly  redaeed,  bj  com 
equally  beyond  his  control.    Isit  Do^liiM,tb     I 
most  oryiw  idnstioe — b  it  not  the  ttrufsl     I 
eccnsationmue  world,  to  charge  the  muvte     , 
lisppened  to  take  tlie  hdmof  State  whm  lit 
oonntTy  was  involved  in  snch  difGcoltie^  tik 
extravagance,  merely  beeaoae  he  wm  axtfi 
led  to  execute  treaties  and  laws  which  bid  it- 
eeived  the  sanetion  of  all  polideal  ptrti«  ■ 
Oongreoet 

Under  nch  oircomstanoea,  oo^  be  to  W 
denoanoed  becaose  the  necessary  eqMSW)  ^ 
Government  b^ipened  to  exceed,  under  Va 
Administration,  those  which  were  ineaned  ns- 
derhb  predecessors  f  Tme  eoonony  in  sGM- 
emment  does  not  consist  in  boarding  mooef  lib 
a  miser,  and  dtHugno  good  with  it;  biit,ii^ 
plying  it,  with  a  provident  bond,  to  the  it«» 
plishmentof  such  ol^Jects  as  sre  neoMMrjtt 
the  debnoe  and  protection  of  tht  eooitiT- 
After  these  oljeeta  of  expenditure  ban  b«a  | 
designated  by  Ooogtees,  Exeontive  aooDOQ  | 
ocmsista  in  aooompliahing  them  at  ths  ehMjx' 
rote  poatdbla.  This  Is  the  only  eeoMtv  «m 
can  iMpracUsed  by  tbe  President;  and  if  bslw 
neglected  this  doty  in  any  partkolar  ioatowAl'  I 
wonld  be  liable  to  oensore ;  hot  not  otbctW'    | 

In  order  to  swell  tbe  expenditares  of  thelM 
four  years  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  duDmM 
Swiators  have  indoded  items  not  ouy  rf  t'* 
roost  nqjast  hut  of  the  most  ridicnlooa  ehutO^' 
I  shall  enumerate  a  few  of  them. 

One  large  Hem  in  this  amount  w 

[pendedinK " 

single  roemlM .. 

his  Toioe,  u- gave  his  vote  wainst  the  snmp^ 
ations  for  thia  porpoeet  The  money  eipww 
on  theae  boilduiga  i^one  during  tfaepenM«t 
the  preeent  Administration,  amonnti  to  M- 
tween  foor  and  fire  ndlliona.  I  ban  M 
added  np  tbe  sum ;  bnt  it  is  oertainJy  »» 
less  than  fonr  millions.  And  yet  tbM  *^ 
propriations  made  by  Ooogwsa,  witho*  "» 
tinction  of  party,  are  converted  into  an  it«i «" 
extraraganoe  ogidnst  Vr.  Yon  Bnren  I 

Then  there  was  the  money  taptiiM  «  >* 
payment  of  pensim^  amouHang  to  apvaie*  > 
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tHUDilMMuofdoUan.  H«d  th  e  AH  miniiitratton 
vj  oontra)  OT«r  thia  expend  Itara  t  These 
pcDikNis  were  mnted  by  ■  gnlofui  oonntrT'  to 
6iau  who  bad  defended  it  in  the  periloos  timei 
vbicli  tried  men's  aonb,  and  who  are  now  the 
l«eble  end  broken  retlcs  of  a  past  aoe,  depend- 
ing on  tite  poblio  boantT'  for  their  eapport 
Gongrea  bas  alio  granted  pensions  to  Bnch 
vidowi  of  old  aoidiers,  as  in  the  days  of  the 
R«To]inioti  remained  at  home,  and  attended  to 
tbeir  bmlliea  whilst  their  hnshanda  went  forth 
to  the  bttUe  field.  Be  thia  right,  or  be  it 
tnag,  bad  the  pntent  Admiinitratlon  taj 
■gmef  in  granting  tlieeB  peuiona  I  Did  not 
CiMgnai  paaa  tMM  laws;  and  did  not  tho 
Benator  from  Kentndj  vote  for  them  1  I  do 
DDt  know  the  fitct,  becanae  it  Is  not  my  prao- 
tiee  to  examine  the  Journals  for  the  purpose  of 
uccrt&ining  how  incBvidniil  members  may  have 
TOted ;  hot  I  do  know,  from  the  natnre  of  the 
man,  that  be  (Ur.  Ckivtmsdss)  is  <Hie  of  the 
IM  members  of  the  Senate  who  wonid  Tote 
againat  nKb  penaiona.  And  jet,  strange  to 
uj,  the  payment  of  these  very  pensions  to  old 
eoltora  and  their  widows,  bj  the  Treamrj,  ia 
on«  (f  tbe  ilema  of  extravagant  expenditare 
cliarged  against  Hr.  Van  Bnren'sBdmicdatTation: 
and  the  aggregate  of  (180,000,000,  composed 
of  such  items  aa  these,  baa  been  spread  over  the 
whole  conntrj,  in  order  to  alarm  the  fean  of 
the  people. 

Afain:  There  was  the  expense  of  extinnlsh- 
ing  tbe  Indian  title  within  tbe  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  ttie  Union,  and  of  removing  the  la- 
diam  west  ot  the  Hiadarippi,  which  amouited 
to  more  than  ton  millions  of  dollars.  Are  the 
preseat  Administration  to  blame  for  this  expen- 
aitorel  Oonldtbe  President  have  avoided  It, 
after  tbe  Senate  had  ratified  the  treaties  nnder 
which  it  was  incurred  I  Ko  Senator  on  this 
aoor  will  Mj  that  he  ooold.  He  had  no  discre- 
timi  whatever  on  the  snlfj^ct;  hot  was  obliged 
lo  eiecnte  tiieee  trealiea  and  the  laws  made  in 
ponnance  of  them.    How  nnjnst  la  It,  then,  to 

EDt  down  this  item  In  tbe  aggregate  of  oaa 
■udred  and  thlr^  millions  of  odlara  expended 
hr  the  preeent  Amninistralion  I 

I  utigbt,  if  I  pleased,  pass  In  review  all  the 
other  lieada  of  ertraordinaiT  expenditnre  de- 
tvled  bj  Uie  Seoretarr  of  the  Traaauy  in  his 
report,  and  show  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
President  to  avoid  any  on»  ot  them.  He  con 
eiercise  no  diapeaaing  power.  He  most  obey 
the  acts  of  Congress  and  treaties ;  and  these 
lawn  and  treaties  were  of  sooh  preasing  neoea- 
tii.v  as  even  to  have  dlaamed  oppodtion,  and  to 
have  reoeWvd  tbe  votee  of  the  political  enemiea, 
as  well  as  of  the  frienda  ot  the  Administration. 
I  mij  weS  qiare  myself  thla  tronble,  aa  not 
one  (A  these  items  of  expenditnre  has  ever  been 
qne^tiooed  bj  any  Benator  npon  this  floor.  It 
i^  true,  they  exclaim^  yon  have  spent  one  hon- 
dred  and  thirty  mttliMis  rf  doDaia,  end  this  is 
«oonuoiu ;  but  they  make  no  attempt  to  show 
how  it  was  possible  for  the  Pr«ddeat  to  have 
redooed  thia  '""""t 


There  are  two  or  three  Items  embraced  with* 
in  this  aggr^pate,  of  a  character  so  extraordi- 
nary as  to  deserve  more  than  a  mere  passing 
notice.  In  the  Secretary's  report,  the  indem- 
nities amount  to  between  six  and  seven  millions 
of  dollars.  What  are  these  iademnitieat  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  during  his  prosperous  Admiota- 
tration,  succeeded  in  obtslning  satiBfiwtion  for 
ail  tbe  old  clums  which  onr  cidaens  had  against 
foreign  Governments.  He  got  neariy  five  mil- 
lions from  Franoe ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  pre- 
cisely how  mnoh  from  Denmark:,  and  other  na- 
tions. At  all  events,  he  left  ns  a  clear  score, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  with  all  foreign 
nations.  Now,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
treaties,  these  indemnitiea,  obUdned  from  for- 
eign Govemntenla  Cor  our  own  citizens,  were 
pud  into  the  Treasury  for  their  ase,  and  were 
of  course  p^d  out  of  the  Treasury  to  them,  as 
soon  as  it  was  asoertwned  how  mnch  each  one 
was  entitled  to  receive ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  these  very  paymenta  from  the  Treaa- 


we  have  heard  so  much.  Thia  saored  trust  fund, 
whidi  was  acquired  for  our  oitlxena  by  the  moat 
effloient  and  persevering  exertion»— this  very 
ftind,  which  wasbiriy  di^bntod  amongst  those 
entitled  to  receive  it,  has  thus  been  converted 
into  a  charge  of  extravagance  to  its  flill  amount 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  simply  beoanae  it  was 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  during  his  Adminiatrar 
tjon.  This  item  shows  oonclasively  why  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Ur.  Out)  goes  for 
fbotings,  and  not  for  partioulare.  Is  this  fur 
towarda  tbe  preeent  AdmlidstratJOD  t  If  it  were, 
then  bad  General  Jackson  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing twenty  millions  more  from  foreign  nation^ 
Mr.  Van  Bnren,  who  diabarsed  ^e  money, 
would  have  been  twenty  millions  more  extrav- 
agant ;  and  the  gentleman  might  have  exclaim- 
ed. "  yon  have  expended  one  hundred  and  flf^ 
millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  one  fanndred  and 
thirty."  In  making  out  theee  debtor  and  ored* 
itor  accounts  of  extravaganoe,  will  any  man  say 
that  it  waaeither  Just  or  proper  to  chaive  such  ao 
item  as  this  agMnst  tbe  retiring  Administration  t 
I  should  have  been  njjoloea  if  tbe  snl^ect  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  preeent  Administration 
had  not  again  been  introdnoed  anldl  after  the 
aooesnon  of  General  Harrison,  becanse  then,  aa 
the  Senator  (Mr,  Oiat)  says,  the  books  and  p»- 
pers  will  be  in  the  possesion  of  bis  friends. 
They  will  then  be  enabled  to  search  those  boofea 
and  papwa  to  tiielr  hearta'  content ;  and,  for 
one,  1  now  give  them  bir  notiee,  that  sbonld  I 
be  permitted  to  remain  In  the  Senate,  I  shall 
caU  upon  them,  when  tbey  have  all  the  official 
docDmeota  in  their  power,  to  make  good  tbe 
charge  of  wastefnl  extravagance  ai^inst  Ur. 
Von  Bnren's  administration.  This  is  due  to 
themselves,  as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the 
Americftn  people  who  have  been  deluded  into 
tbe  beUef  that  tbe  present  Administration  boa 
been  gnilty  of  a  prodigal  and  wastefol  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money. 
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HoHDAT,  Jannarr  9S. 
Prcettdingi  in  tha  South  CenvltTia  Legulature 
— Approval  of  Mr.  Van  Buren^t  Adminiftra- 
tion—&iti^attion  vith  hit  Southern  {Slave) 
2>0lic]/^C(mdemnation  qf  th*  Manner  in 
lehieh  the  Whigt  eondveUd  tht  latt  Prtnden- 
tial  Eltetion. 

Jtr.  Pkhtob  RubmiUad  the  Mowing  report 
and  Twolntions  of  the  Lefislatnre  of  Bonth  Gar- 
oUixa  v.foa  Federal  relatjons ;  which  were  read : 

la  TBI  Hocal  or  RlFBnKNTATITKS, 

December  IS,  1840. 

The  Coisnilttee  on  Fedenj  ReUtions,  to  whom 
WM  rererred  bo  much  of  the  meaugs  of  fais  £i- 
celleDc;  the  GaTernor,  No.  1,  m  rektei  to  the  eUc- 
tiou  of  Freudent  of  the  United  States,  in  tlie  con- 
■truGtion  of  the  cOTUtitutiou.uidthefuturBeiTaiige- 
ihgdu  u  to  tbe  teriO'  of  dutleB  on  imports,  hiTe  li&d 
the  mme  under  coiuidcntioc,  uid  the  subject  ahj  be 
diTided  uid  considered  under  the  foUawiug  heads : 

1st.  Tbe  propriety  of  South  Carolina  unituig  in 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  eepe- 
tiiSj  when,  bj  so  doing,  she  vUI  giie  expression 
to  her  true  principles. 

£d.  The  cansM  which  have  led  to  the  overthrow 
of  the  admiDiatratioa  of  Ur.  Van  Burcn,  whose 
policj  and  avowed  prinoiplei  of  action  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  docUines  maintained  bj  this  State. 
This  bead  will  propeil;  embrace  an  inquirj  into 
the  pecaniarj  embairauments  which  bare  induced 
the  people  to  lead  a  willing  ear  to  tboee  inierepre- 
■entations  which  have  coatributed  to  the  success  of 
the  Opposition.  Tbe  policj  and  constjtittiooalit;  of 
■  bank,  chulered  bj  the  United  States;  Tbe  causes 
of  tbat  combiualion  of  the  different  elements,  which 
united  to  produce  a  change  of  administration: 
The  diHcorint  character  of  those  elements;  The 


tions  of  the  Soatb ;  and  the  strange  delusloa  wbich 
baa  distracted  so  man;  of  tbe  Southern  States, 
and  led  them  to  nnite  and  make  common  cause 
•mbh  parties,  whose  avowed  principlee  are  at  war 
with  the  best  interests  of  tbe  South ;  And,  lastlj, 
the  confident  expectation,  that  a  developuient  of 
tbe  inconsinteot  Interests  and  views  of  ibis  cooli- 
tion,  will  in  the  end  viudicale  tbe  wisdom  and  pol- 
icj of  tbe  Democratic  Administration. 

3d.  The  growing  corruption  of  our  Federal 
elections. 

4th.  The  resolutions  from  Connecticut,  relating 
to  a  tariir  of  ptotection. 

Upon  the  first  matter,  your  committee  concor 
with  his  Excellency,  that  every  State  in  the  Union 
is  iMnnd  to  unite  in  the  Federal  elections,  without 
regard  to  the  fact,  whether  the  successful  candidate 
agrees  with  us  or  not,  for  candidates  can  always 
be  found,  whose  principles  and  cbaracler  will  well 
merit  such  an  eipression  of  approval ;  and  tbe  con- 
duct of  tbe  State,  at  the  present  sesiiion,  lus  illus- 
trated the  prophet;  of  such  a.  course. 

Second.  The  complicated  difficulties  which  cm- 
barraaa  our  monetary  aftkirs,  arise  from  the  per- 
veriioa  of  banks  to  purposes  wholly  Incompatible 
vrlth  a  sound  cireidation,  and  an  utter  disre- 
gard to  the  elementary  principles  of  banking.  No 
idea  is  more  fallacious  than  the  belief  that  an 
abundant  droulatlne  meiUnm  increases  the  real 
value  of  property.    The  Undly  frolta  of  tbe  euUi, 
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atu]  human  labor,  lieatowed  hi  aiapting  auenlt 
in  their  originai  state  to  tbe  tMa  u  naa,  an  llu 
only  aoorces  of  wealth ;  and  trade,  or  coammt, 
consists  limply  in  exchange  of  them.  Bsrter  ii 
rendered  more  conTenient  by  Sling  on  mm  out 
article  of  exchange  as  a  utuversu  pmperlj,  et 
changeable  for  every  other,  and  this  Is  calk<l  mD- 
ney.  Gold  and  silver  have,  by  general  menu, 
became  that  unirersal  property,  so  Ibit  he  vbg 
has  it,  may  eichangc  it  for  whatever  otlwr  fnpn. 
ty  he  wants.  Thus,  if  a  man  has  an  ex  10  ipin, 
and  wants  a  horse,  he  sells  bis  ox  for  gold  n  fSnr, 
and  then  he  exchanges  that  for  a  hnee.  Tbi;  a 
trade  and  the  use  of  money.  It  is  clear  Uki,  nm 
money  must  be  itself  valuable.  It  eosti  hbtf  H 
procure  it.  It  is  nsefui  for  fumitura  and  the  iiu. 
So  that  money  only  facilitates  barter,  by  bant  tt 
dkangeable  for  all  articles.  No  more  moMf  ibit 
is  needed,  than  is  sufficient  for  tliat  purpose,  ud  U 
thus  facilitate  all  the  exclkangea  of  a  camsHuti. 
IVhercver  a  countr;  has  more  money  thu  Iti  cv 
cha^s  require,  it  will  Gad  its  way  abrmd,  lo  t>l 
exchanged  for  other  property.  A  bank  do»  ii 
not  money ;  it  has  no  value.  Money  can  be  isri 
— you  can  convert  a  dollar  Into  a  nlvcr  EpM 
— bnt  you  can  make  nothing  out  of  a  irt  dolk 
bill.  Like  every  o^er  promissory  note,  lu  ^ 
ue  depends  upon  the  Curt,  that  the  baiik  rbiii 
made  it  has  the  ability  to  redeem  Ita  proauie,  bj 
exchanging  it  for  coin  wlien  required.  It  CoQn^ 
then,  an  i^rease  of  bank  paper  is  not  aa  incma 
of  money,  and  wlien  more  is  used  than  ibt  but 
has  means  to  redeem,  the  bills  become  depndild 
It  is  not  true,  that  an  abundance  of  paper  wm] 
raises  the  value  of  property.  It  is  a  mere  dKCf 
tioD.  It  only  mokes  paper  money  cheap.  T^ 
actual  exchanges  of  a  coimtry  reqmie  •  P" 
amount  of  money ;  and  when  banks  issiK  Ibtir  p| 
per  only  on  real  transactions,  founded  on  in  K"*- 
exchange  of  property,  there  wiH  be  no  rednnduw 
of  circiuation,  and  property  wiB  retain  its  mloni 
value;  but  when  the  banks  lendtheirnotMoniHit 
accommodation  paper,  thej  are  not  nfitestiiteil  ti; 
acHuJ  value,  aod  thus  iwell  the  drcnlilioti,  uj 
give  a  fictitious  value  to  property.  This  am 
all  tbe  derangement  of  our  ciieulattDg  mdiiB. 
Banks  loaned  nonej,  or  ratiter  their  pnmiM  » 
pay  money,  when  no  real  exchange  bad  tatu 
place;  and  consequently,  their  notes  lieinjnwe 
abundant  than  the  actual  business  of  the  coim^ 
required,  depreciated  exactly  in  the  ralio  of  tlw  W" 
plus.  Men  supposed  they  were  richer  bfOt* 
tbej  received  more  for  their  property  in  Ibe* 
notes.  Suppose  bank  notes  to  be  ten  per  cent,  b^ 
low  gold  and  silver,  and  two  men  och  btn  > 
thousandbnsbetsof  wheat  to  sell;  one  sells  bii  w 
a  dollar  a  bushel,  and  gets  bank  notes  in  ptjoeili 
the  other  sells  his  for  ninety  Dents  and  gets  ^^ 
It  is  clear,  the  Snt  has  made  no  belter  bargun  l*u 
the  last,  for  be  wbo  got  nine  hundred  dollin  i> 
specie,  can  exobangs  it  for  a  thousand  doiUn  >■ 
bank  paper,  and  he  who  got  a  Ihouairf 
dollars  in  paper,  can  exchange  it  for  no  mow 
than  nine  hundred  iu  specie.  When  binlu  'i- 
change  or  loan  their  own  notes  for  notes  of  pf^ 
sons  wbo  gave  them  merely  to  raise  mone;, «« 
not  for  actual '  property  lAnafcrrcd,  ther  "iJf 
the  circulation  redundant  All  loans  to  (k'"^ 
ment  and  corporations  for  speculatitc  of*'"? 
all  loans  for  the  purchase  of  fixed  property- "  "" 
tinguisbed  from  mercantile  property  IX^F*''  "' 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


.!-.] 


DEBATS3  01  COHSRlffiS. 

Pmcosdnt^  u  tie  BoxA  Canliita  Leguiatun. 


hugeable,  tinint  oonflnett  in  such  aisal]  portii 
«  mij  be  redeemed  b;  ihe  locome  or  proda 
(od  to  increase  Ihe  lublUtiea  of  ■  benk  bejond  lU 
nilable  meuis,  and  consequently  lead  directly  to 
lit  ■uBwnikiii  of  tpecie  payments,  evenmppoalng 
tie  bantu  to  be  perfectlj  honrat,  and  their  loana 
erfcctly  Mcnre.  The  PennsylTania  Bank  of  the 
nited  States  saipended  on  Stb  October,  IBSS,  and 
iMi  of  the  banks  South  and  West  did  the  same, 
lie  statement  of  the  ritnatiOD  of  the  banks  on  Isi 
■nuiry,  Ift40,  wDl  prove  that  tbli  general  auapen- 
on  can  be  traced  to  a  total  disregard  of  the  princi- 
\ia  ef  safe  banking,  and  the  most  unjustiflable  use 
lade  of  the  bank  eapltaL  On  that  day  tbe  wbolc 
uk  cai^tal  of  the  Daion  was  |3fiS,442,ee2,  of 
hich but  $38,106, ISSvas  in  coin;  yet  their  immc- 
iite  Usbiliitea  ver«,fortheir  circulation,  |]06,SflS, 
IS,  deposits  ^S,696,BS7 ;  making  sn  ssgrefatc 
rtlS!,e67,<Ce.  it  is  not  astonishtug,  then,  that 
ley  nupended  epede  payments  when  they  owed 
U9,S80,S14  more  than  tbeir  specie ;  yet  the  pub- 
c  owed  the  banks  at  that  time  $162,806,623.  If 
le  public  had  p«ld  their  debt,  the  banks  would 

Dlation  and  deposits.  Bnt  no  small  part  of  Uiis 
noDDOiu  ddit  dae  to  the  banks,  was  for  loans  to 
loTcnunenli  uid  to  corporattons,  wbo  were  trying 
iperimenu,  and  IndlTldnal*  who  borrowed  money 
D  buy  property  on  speculation,  at  prices  swelled 
n  of  ill  prcportloo  by  these  very  loans,  which  aug- 
leiled  the  eirctihtion  beyond  the  ezehsngea,  a^ 
iiH  g>Te  a  fictitious  nloa,  not  by  tnskiiig  prapertj" 
nr,  but  money  ebeap.  These  firtitious  nines  tasTt 
nn  giTen  away,  but  ttie  notes  of  Ui«  boROwen  from 
le  banki  must  be  paid  in  speoie  or  its  eqid*a]eiiL 
Itnce  thai  pecm^ary  embarranment,  which,  by  being 
ibely  ascribed  to  the  measures  of  the  Qener^  QoTem- 
wnt,  eoibled  the  old  adTemiies  of  Demoancy, 
mler  Ihe  new  divinise  of  Whigs,  to  delude  the 
eblor  portion  of  the  commonlty  Into  tho  belief  that 
chtnge  of  AdministTstion  would  restore  that  re- 
naduit  pqter  cireuIaUon  irtiich  swelled  Ihe  nominal 
(Ke  of  property,  acid  enable  them  to  extricate  them- 
^Ti»  fraa  their  embarrosBments.  They  ore  prom- 
ri  a  United  States  Bank ;  a  mewure,  which,  if  it 
me  passible  to  eury  It  Into  eSect,  would  not  tUl  to 
ling  ereiy  State  inMitution  and  all  their  debtora  to 
imcdiate  banlmptcy.  Bat  a  short  lime  is  neoes- 
UT  to  expose  this  Impoatlon,  and  brini;  down  upon 
3  inlbon  tbe  bitter  denunciations  of  its  victims. 
»  of  creating  a  United  States 


bom  133,000,000,  elfeettMliy  deetny  tbeir  ability  to 
wtinm  ipecle  payments.  Tbe  next  is,  by  a  q>e- 
'<a  of  k^slative  galvanism,  to  resnadtale  the  old 
•^  give  it  a  Federal  disrter,  snd  eonstltnte  It  to 
c  tbe  dcposilOTy  of  (be  pnlilie  revenue,  nndec  some 
osrantra  to  be  hindAed  by  its  fordgn  stockholders, 
'  ilie  safety  of  tile  publlo  moneys.  This  neceeaa- 
ilj  xipposes  tbe  resumption  of  smde  payments  by 
'ithoi^andher  oontraloverallSute  banks.  This 
Mxure  will  give  Uie  oontrel  of  idl  Uie  revenue  of 
k  Cniou  to  die  tanim  holders  of  that  stock,  and 
^  pcipetosle  tbe  F«IeTal  dynasty  wbo  have  so  ano- 
^^jy  employed  tbe  oesss  placed  in  their  hands. 


™™er,  at  depredated  pricea,  and  thos  swell  the  for- 
"M  of  the  rich  at  tbe  expense  of  tbs  public  Such 
m  uutituiion  U  M  titterly  at  vMJanoe  with  ^  whole 
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I  nature  and  provisions  of  Ihe  Doostitution,  thst  It  is  to 
be  hoped  tbe  represantaliTes  of  the  people  wQl  resist 
it.  It  is  clear  that  tbe  Dew  djnssty  most  stand  or 
fall  on  the  bank  question.  11  there  is  created  a 
United  States  Bank,  the  Independent  TitMory  will 
be  abandoned,  and  the  people  must  at  the  next  dee- 
tion  decide  on  the  justioe  of  ita  &te.  If  no  sudi 
bank  is  created,  tiw  only  altanaUve  is  to  deposit  the 
revenue  in  the  State  bonks,  a  measure  repwUatad  bj 
an^orityof  both  the  great  Fedenl  and  Democratic 
parties,  or  to  conUnne  the  very  meMure  <£  Vi.  Tsn 
Buren's  administration,  in  opposition  to  whidi  WH 
rallied  the  celebrated  coalition  called  the  Whig 
party ;  a  proceeding  which  would  at  once  place  in 
bold  relief  the  flagrant  iqjustice  dona  to  that  state*- 
man.  While  your  committee  duly  appreciate  tba 
value  of  banks,  when  properiy  ecnducted,  they  con- 
sider any  connection  between  them  snd  Government 
eioept  in  lite  ordinary  coarse  of  dealing  as  eastomets, 
of  Ihe  most  tinister  oonsequenees,  and  ineondstent 
with  tbe  purity  and  independence  of  both.  The  true 
objects  of  banks  should  be  known,  as  on  th^r  con- 
duct depends  the  future  welfare  of  our  whole  coun- 
try ;  and  a  right  understanding  of  the  subject  will 
prevent  unfounded  pr^udice  on  the  one  side,  which 
may  refiise  to  the  public  the  benefits  whidh,  properiy 
nsnlaled,  they  coo  bestow ;  and,  on  the  other  band, 
ward  off  thoee  evils,  which  their  abuse  has  already 
spread  over  our  whole  country.  The  real  uses  of 
banks  are,  IsL  To  aflbrd  safe  place*  for  depoeit  of 
money;  id.  Expeditions  and  Mfe  means  of  payment 
by  checks  In  lieu  of  countiog ;  Sd.  By  requiring  a 
smaller  attioitnt  of  cmn  to  conduct  eicbangea,  by  dls- 
peiislDg  with  a  part  of  their  specie,  and  subeUtntiiu 
tbmr  Inllij  when,  by  jndldous  management,  the  credU 
of  tbe  bank  is  preserved  unquesti<med.  Tlkc  money 
thus  released,  is  actually  employed  as  cartel ;  and 
by  temporary  loans,  gives  renewed  and  reiterated 
scdvlty  to  tnde.    Tbe  very  fact,  that  they  Issue  tiilts 


loaos  should  be  short,  that  tbey  may  be  always  ready 
to  redeem  thnr  drcuiation  as  ftst  aa,  in  the  round  of 
bodaeaa,  it  U  brought  in.  A  loan  office  only  lends 
Its  actoal  capital,  and  as  long  as  tbe  interest  is  punc- 
tually paid,  requires  no  change  of  investment,  4th. 
They  enable  commercial  men  to  extend  their  dealings 
beyond  tbeir  actual  capital  Thus,  tf  ■  merchant  has 
tea  thousand  dollars  cajutal  to  Invest  in  an  enter- 
prise, be  can  aafbly  borrow  thirty  tbousand  dollars, 
and  the  bank  can  securely  loon  it  if  his  known  obar- 
scter  for  prudence  warrant,  tbat  by  Insmance  and 
odier  precautions,  he  will  not  loee,  if  unsuccessful, 
more  than  a  fourth  of  Ihe  amount  embarked  in  tba 
enlenirise.  In  a  word,  money  is  only  a  msddue  to 
drcnute  property ;  and  paper  costing  little  Or  nothing, 
Is  s  Reaper  modiine,  but  it  always  suppose*  It*  re- 
demption In  coin  unqnestionable.  These  are  lb* 
legitimate  uses  of  banks.  They  are  not  designed 
to  loon  money  to  Government ;  and  when  employed 
fbr  that  purpose,  it  I*  ■  fraud  upon  the  peeq>le,  and 
operate*  aa  a  fbrced  loan,  if  it  is  made  In  bills  of  the 
honk.  Money  loaned  to  Goveruinent,  represents  no 
properly.  It  is  expended  in  gunpowder ;  and  teavei^ 
iriien  once  used,  notldiw  behmd,  any  more  than 
the  powder  Itself,  after  it  is  exploded.  But  It  swells 
drcnlstion,  and  thus  depreciates  its  value,  and 
n  carried  to  a  great  extent,  leads  to  Ihe  measura 
adopted  In  En^and,  a  l«aliied  suq>endon  of  spede 

Kyments,  and  a  compulsory  tender  of  bank  prom- 
e,  instead  of  real,  actual  money.    The  prevailing 
notion,  eren  among  menbant*.  tut  h«hfc«  aM&eoe^ 
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mrj  to  fkdUtate  exchingea  between  the  States,  e^>e- 
oUllj  thit  a  United  Btalea  Bank  is  »  Deoeanr  ' 
fallac;,  wbich  U  capable  of  ileiaoiittnlion  to 
who  will  foiget  their  pi^udioes,  and  aubmit 
■drea  to  the  gi^dance  of  rcaaon.  ilnt,  then — 
nerec  hare  been  nwd,  and  an  not  Intended  to  deal 
In  eidiange  between  nation  and  nation.  Tbe  qual- 
ity of  eidunge  depends  on  the  amount  of  property 
tnUDutted,  generaliyapcaking,  and  Idlla  originBte  with 
tbe  merchant.  If  a  merduint  in  Charleston  tmnnnlta 
a  thousand  bales  of  cotton  to  IJverpool,  he  hat  funds 
to  draw  upon,  and  tlie  importer  who  owea  for  a  cargo 
of  EngUah  goods,  seeks  that  bill  to  retail  ia  payment. 
It  is  a  pittper  duty  of  a  bank  to  discount  the  tolls 
Gonunc  to  maturity,  where  its  own  capital  Is  located. 
Thus  Uia  Bank  of  England  disconnte  bllli  payable  in 
London ;  hot  a  bill  payaUe  in  Chsileslon,  would  not 
be  discounted  at  the  Buik  of  En^and ;  neither  should 


18  of  trade,  and  introduces 
that  qtecdes  of  lulls  termed  kites,  by  which  two  par- 
tita at  each  end  of  the  Ime,  by  diawiog  snd  redrawing, 
nse  ezcliange  as  a  species  of  accoDuiwdation  p^>er  to 
laiae  money,  not  to  fadlitate  exchange  of  actual  prod- 
iK*i  or  rooMWDdlse.  All  l^timale  eachsnge  is  al- 
tnlalednpoti  the  basis  of  specie;  the  Mily  money  of 
eommsToe.  lliere  is  no  real  dillhrence  between  the 
MTCtal  StatM  of  tl^  Union,  and  tbe  teretal  ooontrin 
cf  ib»  worid,  irito  deal  together.  Tbe  Talae  of  the 
Mlsof  the  Bank  of  En^and  or  France,  does  not  alfect 
•xdianges.  It  is  not  neceassry  to  the  tiade  between 
IVauoe  and  Bn^and,  that  tbe  bills  of  either  kingdom 
should  be  current  in  the  other.  They  are  not  so  in  fact, 
uid  eicttanges  an  not  impeded.  The  tmth  is,  bonk 
p^ier,  not  convertible  at  will  into  spede,  is  no 
oumaiojr  at  all,  but  is  worse  tlian  a  delusion.  If 
■very  Slate  per^tted  no  bank  paper  not  rede^nable; 


VBdeemable,  except  at  the  branches  where  thej  were  is- 
aoed.  The  Gmner  bonk,  to  avdd  this,  eren  in  relation 
to&TO  dollar  bills,  drewSre  dollar  draAs  on  its  bnncbes, 
wUdi,  of  coone,  became  paysUe  only  where  accepted. 
Titt  oomnand  of  tbe  exchange  of  the  conntry.gave  that 
'''-k  thatmnitanlty  of  mskhw  tnlls  ofeictMsge  the 
itltute  tar  local  discount,  thus  orecbmideuing  the 


BMbaiy,  enhancing  the  pricea,  and  thuaaTfddlng  the 
NstridHm  on  the  rate  of  diaconnta,  and  c&asiox  the 
baUnoee  of  •xohsoge  to  depend,  not  on  the  It^snce 
«r  trade,  but  the  balance  of  kiting.  When  the  rer- 
tdDdon  of  IBST  took  place,  millions  of  the  flcUtious 
aidiaage  wm  bioii^t  to  light.  It  Is  not  wanted  to 
loan  llB  promiseB  to  QoTemment,  for  when  GoTent' 
ment  is  under  the  neceadty  of  borrowing,  which  ought 
BBTer  to  be,  except  under  temporary  eme^enciea,  its 
own  eeonrlty,  by  being  taken  as  an  ioTeetment,  would 
KM  dennge  the  cmreDcy,  and  ia  tlu  legitbnste  secu- 
rity for  pnUie  loans.  The  pririlege  of  baTln) 
notea  of  a  Dnitad  Btatea  Bank,  wbMiever  redeem 
ncrfvable  fiv  dntiea,  would  at  once  enable  it  to  er^)ple 
the  State  Banks :  they,  in  turn,  muet  iniast  on  the 
payment  of  the  four  bnadred  inillions,  due  them  by 
tbe  people,  and  In  leea  than  two  years,  the  bitter 
fhdts  of  Whig  eiperimmts  would  be  tuted.  So  far 
from  maldng  money  plenty,  ft  would  reduce  the  cir- 
enltdon  of  the  State  banks,  and  reduce  propeMy  to 
ila  Tsloe  under  the  hammer.  The  nnfoutided  allm- 
tion  that  Oen.  Harrison's  election  would  lahn  Sw 
Tdna  of  prapefty,  is  already  in  part  e^oaed.    Be 


baring  the 


Is  elected,  and  yet  money  rem«ns  tbe  niu;  inya- 
ty  the  same.  The  more  cunnmg  put  of  Ui  itif 
oates,  are  hoardii^  th^  means  to  bnyatawiiice, 
the  estalea  of  Ibo  dopca  who  united  with  too  k 
■         ■      -      '  "       ■leSol 


the  gradual  return  to  the  oolleclion  of  tlie  nnm 
in  mcmey,  and  tbe  Independent  Trcacuiy,  nn 
efficacious  remedies  for  a  reduodml  dreikliiiii 
The  hope  that  any  change  of  AdmiiiiAii^  codl 
save  one  wboee  obligation,  payable  bj  the  kti  gf 
the  constitution  in  specie,  is  oulstaniliiig,  for  jnf- 
erty  bought  at  prices  swollen  by  specnliliou  ui  > 
depreciated  drculation,  from  die  conwqiiait !«, 
was  too  fUlacaous  for  an  honest  Democntic  Admisii' 
tntion  to  bold  out ;  and  the  proposal  to  cripple  in  lilt 
Stale  baikks  by  pladog  a  r^ulstor,  wilfa  liinend 
privileges,  to  compel  uom  to  call  in  fgiu  ioM 
millloos  of  debts,  is  (he  most  cruel  mockery;  ui  tin 
curses  of  a  mined  country,  deep  and  loud,  l(x^  lil 
fall  upon  its  authors.  The  liidependeiit  TVtw?, 
and  a  well-advised  seneral  bankrupt  law,  ip;iii>U< 
lo  ail  dealers,  was  the  true  means  of  reM  Ii'n, 
the  wealthy  capitalists  alone,  have  soy  pni^iM  of 
profiting  by  tUs  reiterated  experiment  tj  i  Fednil 
rule,  which  has  always  ended  in  diappcdntmcDl  U 
the  people.  Not  only  is  a  United  SUM  Bui:  m^ 
ueceasuy,  but  the  idea  of  its  money  bdrgiaEs^ii) 
beUer  than  the  money  of  specie  paying  hauls  dll« 
States,  where  its  branches  are  utualed,  ia  cbimrrial, 
except  for  tbe  uiyust  monopoly  of  b^ng  rtffinlk 
hi  [iyroent  of  duties,  although  not  rtdeeau*  " 
specie  where  so  paid ;  a  monopoly,  the  fraili  °f  ■'^ 
are  reaped  by  fordgn  stockholders.  Eudiuibttiliitiin 
Is  evidently  unconstitututDal,  and  tbe  eusUMec^iu^ 
bank isonly apioof howpressingemerge"*"  " 
a  excuse  for  a  departun  fnun  pruuipU. 
readily  good  men  slide  bto  tbe  finil  heieaym 
that "  ^  end  justifies  the  means." 

The  oonstiCutionsl  otyection  to  a  bank,  duUM 
by  the  United  BtMea,  has  never  been  fsiilj  mri ;  a» 
reason  ie  Just  as  clesr  now  as  enr  it*>> 
»>  _u.u  has  arrived  when  the  people  *iU  ipo 
resort  to  Erst  principles,  and  test  ue  poist  bj  MW 
and  connected  aigumenL  Let  us  tnce  llw  bi*"! 
of  this  instituUon  from  its  first  cmbiyo.  In  1'^ 
dnting  tbe  Revolutionsiy  war,  the  Biuk  of  No« 
America  was  chartered  by  the  Continents]  Ccagn* 
The  inducement  was,  that  the  bank  wu  to  fun" 
the  onny  8,000,000  rations,  and  BOO  hhdt  n^.* 
receive  in  payment  bills  of  eihange  on  our  Xineln 
inEurope.  The  subscription  or  capital ■«» W I*" 
gold  and  silver.  Even  then  so  jealous  not  <* 
Btaleemen  of  that  day,  that  they  required  "n^ 
except  Sundays,  a  statement  of  tlit  o« 
and  of  notes  issued  and  reociTed,  to  lie  °^ 
livered  to  the  superintendeut  of  tbe  Ebsbms  a 
America."  The  ciigendea  of  tbe  country  weft  U* 
excuse,  snd  tbe  Slates  wero  requested  to  on  ^" 
dbctiU  provisions  by  tbe  State  laws.  Tbiftsuu™ 
States  Bank  was  known  prior  to  tbe  coii»iiiiiW». 
and  was  the  anliiect  of  debate  in  lbs  connuuv. 
This  bank  look  a  charier  &<an  PennsylvanH  iR^ 
wards.  Tbe  question  generally  (rfpringloCKip^ 
■  ■-  orincorporation,aDd»l»oio"- 
[r.  HadisonMyawaafuU}!^ 
ex^,  and  the  poller  refiaed;  and  now  lU  ip<*^ 
aiisea,  has  Congress  that  power  T  •A«t<"""Su 
great  namaa  in  favor  of  lite  pontion,  it  is  "^^ 
■ty,  tbe  present  generation  *n  endowed  mili 
inleUectosl  powera  ss  tbrir  ft^ax»^*^ 
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*iUi  dis  MOM  UcU  befora  ^em,  can  urlre  at  u 
lite  1  craduiitti ;  and  tbe  pi«s»i]r«  of  State  necea- 
■Ij  being  Temored,  thej  baTe  a  better  prospect  of 
inirii^  it  tbe  oondiuionB  of  nnbiBned  TeaBon.  nie 
Tmled  SiUet,  and  Its  Congresi,  pcMeas  no  Inherent 
power  or  origiul  eiisteoce,  u  a  bod;  politic,  bat  Is 
njBMKd  sMelj  of  audi  aovereign  powers  at  tbe 
StMs  baTe  bj  tbe  conatittition  gruited.  It  reautta 
Ihit  the  omiHloii  to  gnnt  la  a  prabibltlou  to  tbe 
tietdH  of  mj  of  tbe  poweia  appertainiDg  to  a  Qov- 
sniBcnt.  The  people  of  tbe  terend  StaUs,  as  Inde- 
jaieat  ind  aorereicn  poiren,  poaacMcd  all  tbe  attri- 
bute of  nitiona,  and  so  mucb  and  no  mora  of  tboae 
ittribolea  u  are  In  teimi  auirendered  to  It,  bj  tha  !□• 
itnmieiit  ubich  created  tbe  United  State!  Ooveni- 
meat,  qipeitaina  to  IL 

It  ii  admitted  that  tbe  United  Statee  is  a  GoTera- 
nimt  tipable  of  Bnstdninf;  ita  ciistence,  and  not 
1  nen  league;  but  tbs  Itmiti  of  its  anttunit;  ant 
dtripeated  In  tbe  oonatitDlion,  uritboat  which  it  has 
n  eiistence,  and  bejond  which  It  can  exerciie  no 
Itgilhule  anthrailj.  Let  us  then  look  into  this  in- 
Bnunent  tor  the  nutborit;  to  create  a  bodj  corporate, 
•nil  grant  to  it  tbe  monopoly  of  having  its  promisee 
to  pay  in  coin  recdred  in  CTery  quarter  of  the  Union 
Tor  the  duties  and  dues  of  the  United  States,  and  tbe 
use  (rf  iu  rerennes  i/t  be  loaned  out  on  tbe  promis- 
Boi?  notes  of  indiTidoatB,  and  to  receive  tbe  interest 
for  llie  eqDirilent  of  paying  the  depodts  where  re- 
qoired.  Fower  wss  refuted  when  asked  in  direct 
terms,  and  let  as  applr  tbe  celebrated  role,  "  to  ask 
tile  law-elTer  irtiat  be  meant,"  and  it  la  clear  that  be 
did  not  intend  that  to  be  implied  whidi  be  bad  ei- 
ins^jreAoed.  But  independent  of  Ibis  Tefiiaal,  the 
mrnsof  the  oonHtitotlon  cannot  be  constmed  to  inpl; 
ncli  a  power.  It  has  been  iofeired  &om  the  power 
"  to  bj  and  collect  taxes  for  the  general  welfare." 
To  ioootponte  a  bank,  laya  no  tax  for  anj  pBrpose. 
iJeiander  Hamilton,  the  great  ocinnator  of  siuih  a 
Iwk,  told  the  honest  tniUi  as  to  wUt  It  was  intend- 
«1  la  be :  "  It  is  to  be  con^ered  that  eudi  a  bank 
s  DM  a  mere  matter  of  prJTate  proper^,  bat  a  pcdit- 
ual  madiine  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Slate." 
Coiwrca  has  no  power  to  raise  mone;  to  inreat  In  a 
ifni,  loj  more  than  in  a  whaling  Toyage,  or  any 
other  money-making  busineee.  The  term  "gener^ 
Mlbre  "  is  used  Co  designate  the  object  of  raising 
tuea.  If  erery  thing  that  will  bring  money  Into 
(he  pqbllo  purse,  is  authorized  onder  the  power  to 
'■iw  taxes,  then  charters  to  Ashing  companies,  fur 
conpaniea,  and  companies  for  all  purposes  of  tride 
mi  manuTactore,  by  reqi^ring  a  bonus,  woald  bring 
money  into  the  public  parte.  Yet  no  sucb  charters 
■ere  erer  applied  for.  To  eisct  s  bonus  for  a  char, 
ler  is  not  a  tax,  but  the  price  of  a  Oorenunent  grant 
of  a  monopoly ;  and  a  monopoly  is  so  mach  taken 
(mm  the  mass  of  the  people,  to  be  conferred  on  a 
privileged  cUm.  Tbe  right  does  not  result  from  the 
P»wer  "  to  borrow  money."  A  bonk  charter  borrows 
so  money.  It  Is  a  fearful  stretch  of  construction  to 
iniply  it  ia  »  "  necesary  snd  proper  "  way  to  borrow 
money,  to  call  into  existence  a  corporation  to  lend  it 
— flot  to  (end  its  money,  bnt  its  promissory  notes. 
The  power  la  to  borrow  money.  Now,  by  the  consO- 
iition,  Congraa  may  "  coin  money,  and  regulate  the 
rjioe  iberecrf',  and  of  foreign  coin,"  No  other  money 
»»  then  known.  Paper  bills  of  credit  were  nerer 
Mown  u  money,  but  a  substitute  for  it  Who  erer 
ward  ot  engrsTing  money  t  Neither  is  It "  necenary 
md  proper,*'  or  either,  to  create  a  oorporation  to  aid 
in  la^ng  and  collecting  taxes,  or  (o  create  a  lender, 
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may  borrow.  It  would  apply  as  well  to 
trust  companies,  loan  offices,  snd  whaling  companies, 
Itiese  might  be  taxed,  or  they  might  lend  their 
notes,  or  eten  their  money ;  bnt  are  they  both 
"necessary  and  properf  lie  people  may  be 
taied,  and  money  may  be  borrowed  of  bidividoals. 
The  States  hare  the  right  to  prohlUt  the  drcula- 
tion  as  money  of  any  thing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver ;  aod  yet  if  Congt«8s  bare  die  power  to  locorpo- 
rate  a  bank,  they  must  protect  its  issnea,  pnnish  the 
forgery  <rf'  them,  and  tbua  usurp  a  clear  State  ri^t, 
by  Implication,  Erery  Implication  erf's  grant  is  eon- 
&)ed  to  auch  a  are  direct,  and  both  neceanry  and 
proper,  in  the  usual  and  natoral  acceptation  of  the 
terms,  else  It  leads  to  nnllmlted  power.  Erery  mean* 
becomes  in  its  term  an  end,  and  thus  justifies  the  use 
of  means  still  mor«  remote,  until  absolute  power  is 
sttained ;  and  this  is  para  Federal  doctrine,  llus, 
the  United  Slates  may  borrow  money.  To  borrow 
money.  It  is  necessary  and  proper  that  there  should  b« 
on  accumniation  of  capital  To  accumulate  capital,  we 
must  bare  a  bank  with  power  to  engrare  bank  note& 
There  can  be  no  bank  of  lindted  responribillty  wfth- 
out  a  charter,  and  prodent  men  will  not  nnHa 
in  a  general  rcsponsiUlity  ;  and  tberefore.  Congress, 
baring  the  power  to  borrow  money,  has,  by  necesaarr 
implication,  the  power  to  incorporate  stockholders  with 
limited  respontibility.  Thus,  the  charter  is  the  means 
ofcreaUng  the  bank.  ThebanktsthemcansofecUect- 
iog  the  capital  and  moltiplying  it  Ibenoe  to  teu-fijld, 
and  this  is  the  mesna  of  enabling  the  bank  to  lend, 
and  the  United  States  "to  borrow  money."  Thers 
is  no  power  which  the  most  nnprindpled  ambition 
mi^t  coret,  which  conid  not  be  atl^ed  by  the  same 
course  of  reasoning.  Apply  it  to  the  power  to  lay 
taxes ;  a  corporation  may  bo  taxed,  but  to  tax  wa 
must  create  it ;  therefore,  under  the  power  to  lay 
taxes.  Congress  may  create  a  mannfactnnng  company, 
and  Impose  a  tax  or  bonns.  Impressment  Into  tbe 
nary,  and  a  conscription  for  the  army,  are  lesallied 
In  the  same  way.  This  it  Federalism,  nowln  tha 
ascendant.  Strict  comtraetion  Is  tbe  polar  star  of 
Democracy,  desdned  again  to  emerge  from  its  ecUpse. 
A  oorpotatloD  is  a  new  creation :  it  is  a  person 
not  before  existing,  and  its  creation  Is  an  act  of 
sorereign  power,  not  delegated.  Had  it  been  either 
necessary  or  proper,  it  would  hare  been  as  expressly 
granted  as  It  was  positively  refused.  An  idea  once 
prerailed  that  the  prohibition,  to  the  Stales,  to  emit 
bills  of  credit,  by  implication,  conferred  that  power 
on  Congress,  and  so  it  might  create  a  bonk  to  emit 
paper  money.  If  so,  all  bills  of  State  banks  are 
ancDnstitutiona].  But,  in  tbe  first  place,  a  char- 
tered bank  is  not  Congress,  and  deWated  power 
cannot  be  sulMlelegated.  Bnt  the  whole  error  is 
founded  upon  a  misapprehension  of  what  "Idlla  of 
cre^t "  are.  They  ara  promises  based  on  tbs  cred- 
it of  a  State,  and  not  notes  based  on  a  bank  ca;^ 
tal  This  has  been  decided  and  admitted.  The  ar- 
gument chiefly  relied  upon,  by  the  advocates  of  a 
national  bank,  is  that  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Har- 
shall,  renetable  for  bis  wisdom  and  experience;  bnt 
that  gin  of  Ood  which  is  bestowed  upon  mankind 
in  every  »gc — the  power  of  reaBon--la  still  more 
venerable.  An  individual  may  be  infloeoced  bjr 
motives,  or  deluded  by  the  pressure  of  clrcnm- 
Blaoces  ;  but  right  reason,  when  unclouded  by  pre- 
judice. Is  more  to  be  relied  on  than  tbe  authority 
of  any  human  being.  Great  and  good  men  have 
maintained  some  moastrons  doctrines.  Judge  Mar- 
shall!* argnnent  is  bU  condensed  in  these  words: 
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"  The  QoTerDDwnt,  which  bit  ■  iteht  to  do  ma  »ct, 
■nd  hu  Impooad  on  It  the  duty  of  perfonning  that 
•et,  mutt,  wcordlnK  to  the  dletatee  of  reuon,  be 
■Uoired  to  wiect  its  mekoa,"  uid  any  exception 
must  be  prored.  This  dootrine  leadi  to  the  tnert- 
ttbEe  conelarion  that  Conereas  i»  supreme.  It  must 
ntlae  an  amy;  eoueciiption  U  a  means;  therefore 
jtm  man  «ho«  that  it  ]a  prohibited.  It  dan  borrow 
nonej;  tlteTeftmiteBiifaicocparate«Dmpuiiea,and 
gnnt  monopoUei,  within  the  Stetei,  to  dnain  a  bo- 
niu.  It  at  onea  lireaka  down  0*017  barrier  of  the 
eonfitadon,  and  makei  the  Dnlled  Statei  a  ctnisol- 
tdated  nation ;  for  of  oonrse  tha  StMet  cannot  e^n- 
■ay  what  the  United  States  Klect  u  a  means.  Had 
enoh  a  doctrine  been  uttered  bj  the  dying  breath 
of  Washington,  it  wonld  be  our  duty  to  challenge 
H,  u  tMaaon,  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

Tonr  committee  conclude  that  the  nncompro- 
ndaloK  hoadllty  oT  the  DemocraUo  Admlnisi  ration 
to  k  Hatlonal  Bank,  deserre*  oar  most  cordial  ap- 
probaHoD ;  and  that  the  adoption  of  that  measure, 
as  a  leading  and  flmdamental  principle  of  the  new 
Adndniitratlon,  atunpe  It  [odelibly,  u  in  fM  Tery 
MMnoe,  the  legtUmate  exponent  of  Federalism, 
and  calculated  to  inflict  upon  the  country  lasting 
misery  and  ndn. 

Tonr  committee  consldor  tbe  Independent  Treas- 
nry  as  strictly  in  aocordance  irith  the  constitu- 
tion, and  well  c^cnlated  to  place  the  commerce, 
mauiifactnrM,  and  agrknltnre  of  the  countir  upon 
ft  permanent  and  prosperous  basis.  By  withdraw- 
ing trcm  all  conneolion  with  trade,  it  leaves  the 
^•'""■■g  intewts  to  be  tegnUted  by  the  Stales. 
By  collecting  the  rcTenae  in  the  coin  of  the  Gaun- 
try, it  neither  oppose*  nor  fosters  these  ingtitotions, 
bat  iMTea  them  to  be  estimated  by  those  who  deal 
Willi  them.  If  their  notes  are  equal  to  specie, 
those  who  possess  them  bsve  no  dilBcalty  in  oon- 
varting  them  into  money  when  required  for  duties. 
If  Uiey  are  not  so  couTertible,  then  they  are  not 
cqaal  to  moneT,  and  the  United  States  ooght  not  to 
-  ■  '  iibtiul  paper  In  pa jmenl  of  debts  duo  to 
leen  no  outcry 
B  in  money,  but 
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M  good  u  specie.    A  specie- 
'     a  smmend    *  ' 
ibiU  have 


paying  banks  ai 

mkto-    ,,       , 

Retams  and  exhibits  bava  proved 
•eeoilty.  A  bank  which  Is  snilty  of  a  fraudulent 
lasofl  «  paper,  beyond  Its  ahLUty  to  redeem  it,  will 
beaitate  Uttle  to  oover  that  fraud  by  fUse  state- 
uenta.  When  we  aea  the  hfgest  bank  b  the  Union, 
•nd  once  graced  with  a  United  States  charter,  clr- 
enlaliag  tbo  blils  of  an  extinct  institution,  based  on 
no  ca^tal,  what  eonfldence  ean  be  placed  in  the 
mere  integrity  of  banks,  or  the  fldeUty  of  their 
•tatementsf  It  then  resalta,  that  either  the 
United  States  must  guarantee  the  eootinoaoce  of  ths 
solvency  of  the  banks,  or  the  persons  who  pay  the 
duties  must  ascertain  it  by  the  actual  exchange  of 
the  bill*  for  money ;  a  proceeding  which  can  cause 
no  dUBcnlty,  except  where  the  bsnlcs  are  really  not 
deserrinK  of  credit. 

nie  rMit  to  lend  money  collected  as  duties  or 
taxes,  ana  thus  canvert  It  Into  notes  under  any  goar- 
antee,  is  In  oonfllct  with  the  letter  and  Sfririt  of  the 


It  general  feature  of  the  Administration  of 
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to  any  measmv  impairing  the  resened  ri^  ot  lb 
South,  in  relation  to  her  ilsre  ptp^MHim.  WUt 
we  feel  an  abiding  oonfidence  in  ttas  nadbo  nd 
■Inlity  of  our  State  to  protect  its  rigto  bjlhw 
meaikB  which  Qod  and  nature  have  aetetM  M  n, 
and  neTer  doubted  the  nobie  spirit  md  dmitd 
patriotism  of  oar  dijiens,  to  meet  snj  tatipnq, 
and  repel  any  aggresdon,  and  sre  nacitid  Mtttb- 
cos*  ligiila  wlil^we  perrnlt  no  one  to  HMt»,it 
moat  coidi^y  approve Hial  Oilbful  udj^riln- 
cnee  to  the  ctmsdtutioB,  whkh  wU  an*  osrUn- 
d  tiiens  of  O0ier  StatCB  from  endangeriag  thi  Cita  br 
their  folly  and  fanatldsm,  and  InrcWagfttMiini's 
a  conflict  that  wilt  not  be  abandoned  iskagtl  On- 
Una  has  one  riithful  dtiienleltto  diebdrfntif 
her  Integrity  as  a  State,  her  Intenrt,  orberkao. 

Your  committee  anile  with  ths  Entitin  b 
smaiement  at  that  deludon  iriiich  ooiU  ykamj 
eoutbero  State  to  abandon  an  Idmmlsbi&ailKl 
adhered  most  bhhftally  to  IbedocttiMSwUik  ^ 
have  strolled  to  maintain  rince  180(\  md  iaai 
thdr  interest  by  coalescing  with  a  party  to  ^iAt 
alUed  the  Feder^ists  and  AbolhioDiats;  tbt  ii» 
cates  of  a  National  Bank  and  the  peise  wring  wfe 
ore  of  a  tariff  <^  protcelian ;  and  wfaDe  m  lejoit 
to  And  ourselves  anodsted  on  the  one  sidevUCr 
ginla,  the  very  nursery  of  Demoeney  lod  Fu 
rights,  and  on  the  other,  by  our  own  (Aprist  Ik 
efllghtened  people  of  Alabiuns,  we  fed  ne  ^i>l^ 
nes  towards  our  immeiUate  nragfabors,  sod  m  nt- 

dent,  relying  on  their  general  good '"'^ 

feeUngs,  Ihst  the  uh — *  "'     ' — 
Inie  cbamctcr  of  the 
of  Democracy  la  exposed,  they  will 
cheerfully  unite  once  more  wifli  us  t 

common  cause,  with  a  sincerity  snd  : . 

their  elevated  obai«»er,  and  th^  dvntioa  to  i* 
ririits  and  Interests  of  the  Booth.  And  nir  b» 
mittae  conour  with  bis  Excellency  In  Ihe  beM  ftu 
the  people  of  every  section  of  the  Utiioe,  bm  a 
their  prindjJei,  and  reeolved  in  th^  pav^  •* 
once  m«e  rally  In  the  great  cause  of  Dnocw;, 
and  reinstate  in  olHce  ui  original  and  ramaif 
diaciides. 

That  the  late  election  el  President  of  theiw 
States  was  corrupt  and  Indecent — afHiIIy  snsffB? 
of  a  sober  and  Asereet  pabUc,  and  cakshud  l>  «- 
nade  our  country  in  the  eyes  of  the  werid,  ot^m- 
tion  and  romor,  too  Weil  firanded.  It  IS  btfiend,  >t 
duces  us  to  lament.  The  resort  to  rillj  pagrmtM 
ridiculous  emblems,  and  vulgar  disdpatiaii,  *"  * 
insult  upon  the  dignity  of  freemen,  snd  toaH  wJ 
proceed  ftimi  an  utter  contempt  of  lbdrmte1li|nA 
and  a  readiness  to  degrade  thesa  to  the  lenl  •(» 
servile  populace  of  transatlantic  noasKUM.  TU 
ftands  to  a  vast  amount  were  lairtAad,  wait»W^ 
and  when  it  b  recollected  thai  dw  pite  to  be  ^ 
by  oppomtion,  was  tbe  control  of  the  rsvtDHs  of  ttc 
Union,  the  resuBcita^on  at  an  ex|dTing  ■wstiMtt- 
■titution,  lAose  stodt  Is  so  hrgdy  owned  stmsd.  iM. 
above  all,  the  dehttive  hope  ttiat  there  «m  a  HfK 
in  change  that  would  relieve  mHi  ftom  the  hw  <* 
ImpTOTUenosormirfbrtOM,  thmeis  great  J*^" 
condnde  that  Oie  elective  flrmchiae  was  polMe]  t? 
most  extendve  bribery  and  corrvpUoiL  lb****'* 
(bature  too.  In  tbe  late  election,  still  sere  i™* 
Ken  Ugh  In  statioo,  and  sniraunded  by  dw  /(^ 
of  the  pnbllo,  goii^  about  the  aoanur,  ir*"""'  ■" 

'  rmintfth*- -■-'-■—• 

people, 
irtiole  oountry,  degrading  to  va  « 


duJhviliej" 
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miiidei]  peofde,  rad  can  011I7  be  uolbed 
penliuitf  in  tba  hoinui  duiacter,  which  \«ada  men, 
buded  (osetbs  fbr  &  common  poipc 
M  indiridnaJi,  Ihej  mwld  nvolt  tt 
When  men  of  duneter  would  uaait,  in  (he 'Cm*  of 
dij,  Ihit  the  dirtrthmioa  of  the  pubUo  tremre, 
tiitei  bj  the  RepresentttiTea  of  the  people  ind  peld 
tnj  b7  ^qiropriatioiu  made  bj  Uw,  wu  usurping 
"ItM  power  of  the  purse,"  which  ever;  one  knows  i^ 
■ha  pcnrer  to  rmise  moiie;  without  the  consent  of  the 
people ;  end,  aliU  more  absurd,  that  the;  Bhould  rep- 
nient  mllilik  men  oiled  out  to  drill,  t«n  dajs  In  tha 
jeer,  at  a  Wnding  armj,  we  are  aniaied  at  the  Belf- 
conptacencf  that  did  not  blush  at  the  deception. 
No  1  the  mqwidonable  iin  of  the  present  Administra- 
tioD  was,  lie  repodiatiDe  a  chartered  monopoly,  to  re- 
enre  and  loan  the  public  tiearare,  and  retahlinR  it 
is  the  TreMnr;  of  the  DnUed  8U(«e— its  gradual 
retun  to  a  soiuid  oonMitntional  GarreDtT— and  Ita 


[J« 


State*  to  KguiaM  tbeii 
deem  beat;  and  upon 


State*  to  Kgubde  their  btnkiug  institutions  as  they 

I  upon  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  tliii 

re  South  Carolina  concuia  with  it,  and  ii 


1  of  Its  sanction  and 

TUi  State  has  only  to  repeat  her  objeetlone  to  .. 
tariff  for  protection ;  and  wbeti  the  tariff  compro- 
mise ends,  Ae  expects  a  fair  adjustment  of  a  new 
tariff  oompromise  for  rerenne,  in  name  and  In  fact. 
The  nailt  of  the  eleoHon  of  PreeUeot  haa  not 
Ebiken  tbe  tMi  of  South  Carolina  in  her  long-cher- 
iriwd  priacipiM,  and  your  commllMe  i«00Dimrad  tbe 
adoptiim  or  theie  NsdutionB : 
1.  Buolved,  That  in  the  < 
tme,  ■  bank  diartered  by  tl 
wboea  notea  are  made  teorini 

paUicdoeaiiioootiaiTta  the  .  

ooastitation ;  bDotwarraQtedbyanyeipreea  grant  of 
power  to  Cvngrea*;  and  ia  nnneaeacBryaad  impolitic 
i.  Baoiv€3,  That  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Doited  States  In  gold  and  aUver  coin,  is  strictly 
eoastitntlonal,  and  well  oalcnlsted  to  preserve  a 
Mmd  drculatiiiK  medium ;  and  tbe  keeping  of  the 
pnUlo  funda  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in- 
Blead  of  intnuting  them  to  the  custody  of  any  inoor- 
ponled  oonpanj,  ia  In  confonnity  to  the  prorlidona 
of  tbe  conatUation,  and  is  politic  and  aafe. 

>.  AraoAwd^  That  tbe  power  given  to  CSongreea  to 
lay  and  eotiect  taxe*,  dnUea,  and  impoet*,  doea  [tot 
sotboriM  Ooagtcai  to  oolleet  mon^,  except  for  reve- 
mw,  and  that  a  tariff  to  protect  the  industry  of  one 
portion  of  the  cmmnanity,  at  the  eipenae  of  another, 
is  a  TtolatioQ  of  the  apirU  and  letter  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  tbe  Doited  States ;  and  when  sudi  a  eaae  00- 
coni,  the  aeveial  Slates  will  decide  for  themaelvea 
the  mode  and  meatnie  of  redress. 

4.  JUteivtd,  "BimX  Ifae  general  ^nciplee  and  policy 
of  tbe  adnunistration  of  Kardn  Van  Bureo,  are  ap- 
proved by  tbia  Legidatoce,  and  are  well  calculated  to 
pesiRTe  tbe  perpetuity  ik  the  Union,  by  an  equal 
■od  jnat  protection  at  tbe  righta  of  every  section ; 
thus  avoiding  the  newwlty  of  any  State  resortioR  to 
her  own  dmui*  ofaelf-defenoe,  to  seeuremiimpaired 
her  ioatitiltiou*  and  her  risbta. 

a.  RfoliMd,  That  tihia  State  haa  seen,  with  great 
Mtialactlon,  the  ileadyand  consistent  adherence  of 
her  Senator,  JoliB  C.  Calhoun,  to  the  welt-known, 
avow^  MM  mature  orindplea  of  the  State,  and  they 
"  .  thmr  deUberate  and  Krong  approval, 
IS  and  uphftHliig  tbe  aettled  ■""  welt 


known  doctrine*  of  the  State  from  which  he  hxASt 
his  birii  conunisBon. 

S.  JUtalvtd,  That  tbe  people  ot  this  Stale  have 
caoee  to  congratulate  tbeiMelTeB,  that  tbe  party  fenda 
which  lately  weakened  thevigor  of  itsaoims«l^h«ve 
ht^i^y  oaased,  and  (bat  Bontb  Carolinanow  imaenla 
to  the  enemiea  of  her  polii^  and  peace,  an  undivided 
front;  and  ia  prqiared,  as  she  is  leeolved,  torepel, 
by  all  proper  meana,  every  iggression  upon  her  ri^it* 
ss  a  sovereign  republic,  the  instant  that  •ggreasioQ  ia 
attempted. 

T.  JUiolted,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  Beport  and  RestJu- 
tions  to  our  Senators  and  Representatiyefl  in  Con- 
gress, with  inatructioQB  to  submit  them  to  that  body. 

Jiuolvtd,  Tbot  the  House  do  asree  to  tbe  report. 
OnUrtd,  that  it  be  sent  to  the  ^nate  for  oonwr- 

By  order  r  T.  W,  OLOWEB,  C.  H.  E. 

_I»  THi  S1.1AM,  December  18,  18*0. 
tbe  report 
Repreaent- 

By  order:  WM.  E.  UABTDf,  U  S. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fbbstox,  the  resolotioiu 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  pruit- 
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JfoHDAT,  Janiurj  SG. 
Trtatwry  NoUt, 

Vr.  DuHOAB  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  an- 
nonnoed  that  he  Bhoald,  in  the  oonree  of  the 
remarka  he  Intended  to  make,  take  the  liberty 
of  aniwering  varions  chaises  which  gentleinea 
of  the  Opposition  bad  thonght  T^I>er  to  make 
against  the  Administration.  Whether  these 
chargea  had  been  made  in  order  ornot,  be  ironld 
not  uten  undertake  to  decide ;  bat  as  they  had 
been  made,  whether  in  order  or  not,  he  oon- 
ridered  it  his  right,  db7,  his  imperatiTe  daty, 
to  reply. 

Ur,  D.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  the  vrhole 
history  of  nations  and  GoTemmenta  SBtigfied 
him  that  never,  since  the  establishment  of  civil 
ingtitntions,  had  there  existed  a  Govemntent 
without  two  parties,  one  desiroos  for  it  to 
possess  more  power,  and  the  other  leea.  He 
then  explained  the  nature  of  UonBrohieal,  Aris- 
tooratioBl,  and  Repnblioan  forms  of  GoTcm- 


Tlw  idoptiaB  Dt  Ihli  Beport,  and  Iba  punge  of  thtaa 
BflsalQtltfDa,  BDd  tha  fbrmil  maiUMr  In  vhEoh  they  were  <wm- 
leaCad  to  Iha  Besata,  gave  great  gnttaatlDn  to  Ur.  Tan 
10.  and  to  tba  coDDtiy.  Tbe  j  Bonndad  like  tba  raooodl- 
liUoii  of  SoDth  CudUb*  to  th«  Union.  For  muj  yean 
Oi*.X  State  had  hold  oD  (Mm  uilted  aatloD  with  the  Fedanl 
nmant— nuIlU^og  aoma  of  Iti  Uwi,  and  nfnatng  to 
n  tbe  PmldeDtlal  clectlona.  Now  all  aaa»a  of  dU- 
itaaamad  to  ba  Tamoved,  eapvelally  the  apprabanded 
danger  to  alare  property,  a  cltit  lennloD  of  Iballng  bad  00- 
cured,  and  tba  general  grattflcatlon  waa  (dneara  at  seeing 
rllllant  Utile  Suta,  lUiutrlDns  R}r  Bo  many  blatotlo  re- 
eoUaoUona,  graocAdly  abaodoDlug  bar  atUInda  of  liolatlon. 
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ment,  the  latter  of  irhioh  wu  tha  form  under 
whicli  we  lived,  and  hy  wMch  tbe  people  had 
the  right  to  make,  adju^ioBte,  aod  exeoote  their 
lairs,  either  b;  tbeuuelres  or  bj  their  Bepre- 
Bentativea. 
In  thia  Republican  fonn  of  Govenunent  the 

rple  bad  a  privilege,  which  was  recognized 
the  conBtitntJon,  and  which  conld  not  be 
wrested  from  them.  That  privilege  wm  the 
right  of  inatrnoting  their  Repreaentatives  to  car- 
ry oot  their  wUT.  Therefore  he  contended 
when  any  RepreBentative  was  elected,  or  officer 
of  whatever  character  or  description,  if  he  was 
elected  upon  any  qnesUon,  or  teat,  or  measure, 
or  principle,  such  officer  or  Repreaentative 
was  boona  to  cany  ont  snoh  qaestion  or  meas- 
ure on  which  he  had  been  elected,  finch  was 
tbe  boonden  and  ncred  doty  to  the  people  who 
elected  hun.  He  was  bound  by  every  principle 
of  government  and  conetitDtional  law,  to  support 
thf^  measure  for  which  he  had  been  elected. 
And  whenever  any  offioer,  whether  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  humblest  individual,  had  been  thoa 
elected,  and  failed  to  perform  this  doty,  it  was 
a  groas  breach  of  &lth  to  the  people. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  head,  Ur. 
D.  said  his  object  was  to  lead  to  the  inqniry 
whether,  at  the  recent  election,  any  special  in- 
stmcdon  bad  been  given  by  the  people  throngh 
the  ballot  boxes,  whether  in  relation  to  this 
or  the  coming  Administration. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  and  the  esti- 
mates fDTnlahed  by  that  offloei  for  the  present 
year. 

After  reading  the  nomerotia  items,  Ur.  D. 
■aid  it  would  Appear  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretory,  that  the  estimated  balanoes  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  after 
making  every  payment,  would  be  $824,878. 

But  the  queetioQ  had  been  aaked,  that  as 
there  was  to  be  this  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  what  necessity  was  there 
for  the  issue  of  tnese  Treasury  aoteat  His  an- 
swer was,  that  a  portion  of  the  reoeipta  referred 
to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  not 
probably  be  paid  in,  snoh,  for  instanoa,  sis  the 
item  f(»-  the  Bank  of  Natobex.  But  there  was 
another  reason,  and  that  was  the  great  ineqnal- 
i^  of  receipts,  and  the  ineqnali^  of  the  eipen- 
ditores  in  the  course  of  the  year.  It  had  been 
already  shown,  that,  during  the  present  qoorter, 
a  great  amount  became  due  before  the  funds  for 
meeting  the  demands  had  been  paid  in.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  that  a  temporary 
provision  should  be  made,  to  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  anticipate  for  a  short  time  its  receipts. 
But  let  gentlemen  wait  until  the  end  of  tbe  year, 
when  the  receipts  and  expenditures  should  be 
pot  together,  and  they  would  then  see  how 
much  reason  they  had  for  their  objections. 

It  might  also  be  asked  why  ench  an  amount 
of  Treasnry  notes  had  been  asked  for  in  the 
bin.  His  answer  wsa,  that  considering  the 
great  revulsions  of  trade,  and  the  flnctnation 
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of  money  mfttters,  it  waa  better  to  pnnide  t 
■offldenoy  at  once. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  infoniMd  (Imn, 
that  daring  the  last  year,  the  TreasiuyliaiDiet 
evoy  demand  which  had  been  mad*  upon  it 
Now  some  gentlemen  of  Uw  Oppoatim  iii 
thonght  proper  to  deny  this,  and  to  assert  tliat 
the  Qovemment  had  been  goti^  on  tid.  Hg 
could,  however,  boldly  s«sert  tb*t  meh  hti  not 
been  the  case,  and  he  felt  assured  that  he  could 
prove  what  he  said  to  tbe  satisftctioa  of  ili« 

Ur.  B.  then  alluded  to  the  charges  nadebr 
Mr.  BARirABD  on  this  subject,  who  had  iQeeri 
that  the  work  on  the  pnhlic  baildii^iD  lliit 
city  had  been  suq>ended,  and  the  pajuientrf 
money  due  to  the  workmen  postponed  imtitb 
first  of  April  next. 

Id  order  to  be  satisfied  aa  to  Ihe  truth  of  tlui 
charge,  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  addrened  i  Ittta 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  on  the  nibj«f, 
and  a  bill  was  read  at  the  Cleric's  table.  Tk 
answer  of  the  Secretary  was  also  resd,  ud 
stated  in  substance,  that  all  the  work  done  « 
the  public  buildings  of  this  city,  daring  tbe  ltd 
year,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  Wbm 
pud  for  OS  soon  as  done.  Bnt  the  appropni- 
tion  having  been  exhausted,  as  a  matter  of  no- 
cessity  during  the  present  month,  ha  beliend 
tbe  Committee  on  Psblte  Buildings  had  leni'- 
ed  an  application  from  some  laborers  to  be  I«^ 
mitted  to  go  on  with  their  work  at  their  o«i 
risk,  until  a  farther  ^propriation  sboald  be 
made.  The  Board  of  CommisBionew  had  wX 
interfered  in  the  case,  and  neither  they  nor  tbe 
Department  had  proposed  any  reduction  rf 

^us,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  appropriation  bsvi:^ 
run  out,  the  laborers  themselves  at  their  on 
risk,  during  the  present  month,  have  mid"  tb' 
application  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  with  tier 
work.  So  much  for  the  Government  going  on 
tieh. 

Mr.  B.  then  gave  a  similar  BotiafHotory  npb- 
nation  tn  reply  to  the  objection  raised  in  rai- 
tion  to  the  works  at  Old  Point,  both  bj  »■ 
Bakhabd  and  Mr.  Wise.  After  having  reid, 
at  the  Clerk's  desk,  &  letter  fhjm  the  War  OBn 
on  the  subject,  and  which  placed  the  mstteri* 
its  proper  light,  Mr.  D.  sjud  it  was  thus  he  «9- 

Eosed  of  the  objection  of  the  gontlenmn  ftw* 
'ew  York,  who  unfortunately  had  gp"*  *^ 
half  cocked.  The  gentleman  from  VTrginiihri 
also  done  the  same,  although,  in  a  general  vij, 
he  took  fire  before  he  went  off,    Mr.  D.  lit* 

Eroceeded  to  reply  to  other  o^eettons  raise* 
7  Mr.  B&BBARi)  in  relation  to  tbe  great  anio^l 
alleged  to  be  owing  by  tbe  Government  Ho 
(Mr.  D.)  dented  the  correctness  of  the  comI^ 
siona  to  which  that  and  other  merobera  bw 
come ;  and  he  desired  to  know  if  the  CW*" 
tion  fancied  the  people  wonW  be  so  (boUsh  b 
to  take  their  bare  words,  without  fteta  or  fp 
ares,  against  the  facta  and  fignrei  of  the  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasnry. 
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If  then  bod  bef  a  toy  «^re> 
lot  bos  •gainst  thu  mod«  of  ra 


m  &t  the  bal- 
s  tgainst  this  mod«  of  rftidog  monej  bj 
Tressniy  notes,  he  (Ur.  D.)  would  aoknowled^ 
that  it  oaaht  not  to  be  done.  Bo  with  a  Na- 
iioatl  Bau,  lud  h«  would  be  tbe  IsHt  man  to 


expreasioa  against  the  measure  contemplated 
bj  the  bill,  and  that  being  the  case,  he  oonrnd- 
ered  it  &e  datj  of  the  Democratio  partj  to 
caiTj  oDt  tJie  prinoiples  b;  which  they  had  so 
long  beeobonnd. 

Mr,  D.  then  prooeeded  to  maka  aome  re- 
marks as  to  the  principlea  of  the  comiog  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  sacred  datj  ot  all  offloers, 
wbetlier  high  or  low,  to  act  futhfully  to  tlie 
people  who  eleoted  them. 

In  the  course  of  hia  speech,  Hr.  D.  allnded  to 
the  oondoot  of  General  Harrison,  and  the  oonrse 
panned  bj  him  at  a  oertain  meeting  in  Ohio. 
At  that  pnblic  meetiog,  said  Ur.  D.,  jou  find 
General  Harriaon  telling  the  assembled  thon- 
uoda  that  he  was  oppoaed  to  a  National  Bank,  on 
the  gronnd  tbat  Congress  has  not  coostitaUonal 
power  to  Incorporate  it.  But  in  the  very  same 
Epeech.  and  before  the  same  assembled  thou- 
ssodii,  lie  tells  them  that  if  Congrosa  should  think 
propw'  to  pasa  auoh  a  bill  he  would  not  \-'-  " 

Aow,  taTd  Ur.  D.,  look  at  this.  Here 
4th  of  Uarck  nez^  General  Harrison  will  be 
sworn  into  office.  He  will  lift  up  his  hand  and 
awear  befora  God  that  he  will  fUtbfdlj  sap- 
port  the  oooMtitnUon.  Yes,  his  lips  will  press 
Ili«  IIolj  EvongeliBta,  and  he  wilt  solemnly  de- 
clare that  the  consdtntioD  will  k>e  preserved 
inviolate.  And  jet,  according  to  hia  o  wn  words, 
ehonld  Congress  see  proper  to  pasa  a  bill,  which 
be  believes  to  be  wtoonttitutioital,  he  will  " 
veto  it. 

Ur.  Bo»>  here  roae,  and  desired  to  know  to 
vhat  speech  bis  colleagne  alluded, 

Ur.  DnroAjf  wss  nnderatood  to  say  that  he 
believed  it  was  the  speech  at  Cleveland. 

Ur.  Bot(D  Bud  he  would  undertake  to  say, 
tbat  upon  the  Sub-Treaanry  bill,  General  Bar- 
riMQ  had  declared  before  Uie  assembled  multi- 
tude, tJmt  BO  fhr  as  he  oonld,  he  would  have 
that  measure  repealed,  because  he  was  ntterly 
(^poeed  to  iL 

After  some  remarks  fhnn  Ur.  Ddkoah  in  re- 
ply, which  ware  not  distinoUy  heard— 

Ur.  Bond  stated  that  he  would  nndertake  to 
uy  tbat  General  Harrison  had  not  sud  he  would 
not  exercise  the  constitutional  power  of  veto. 
But  he  had  attested  over  and  over  again,  that 
lie  would  hesitate  before  he  exercised  tbat  pow- 
er on  a  mere  quesUon  of  expediency.  Mr.  B. 
bill  never  heard  General  Harriaon  say  tbat  he 
would  relinqnish  the  veto  power  npon  what  he 
believed  to  be  against  the  oonatitution.  He 
(Ur.  B.)  believed  that  his  ooUeagne  waa  mis- 
taken when  he  sud  that  Harrison  had,  at  any 
time,  fwled  to  gjre  an  ezprea^on  of  his  opinion 
oa  any  public  measure.  He  was  above  conoeal- 
meot ;  and  if  there  was  any  man  in  the  nation 
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whoee  heart  waa  in  his  hand,  it  waa  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

Ur.  DvNOAH.    Tes,  his  heart  is  in  &o(A  hands, 

'  he  has  a  heart  in  each  hand,  or  that  his 
heart  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  as 
I  will  presently  show. 

Ur.  Bond  again  amerted  that  General  Harri- 
son had  never  refiised  to  give  his  opinion  on 
any  pnblio  measnre. 

Ur.  Ddkoait  wished  to  nnderstand  ttaia  the 
gentleman,  whether  he  meant  to  uy  that  Har- 
rison had  ever  answered  through  uie  newspa' 
per  odumna. 

Ur.  Bond  repeated  that  the  General  had  no 
oonoealment. 

Ur.  DusoAN.  That  is  no  answer  to  the 
qaeHlion.  I  ask  if  General  Harrison  has  ever 
thought  proper  to  place  his  band  to  any  expla- 
nation in  the  newspapers. 

Ur.  Bond  could  not  say  whether  the  Gene- 
ral had  ever  placed  hla  hand  to  anch  explana- 
tion or  not ;  but  whenever  he  had  been  called 
on  by  letter,  he  had,  Hr.  B,  believed,  given  an 
anawer.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  ha 
wonld  answer  every  letter  containing  the  same 
thing  over  and  over  agdn,  but  he  had  gLvea.  an 
answer  in  a  Batisbotory  way. 

After  somefurtheroonversation,  which,  owing 
to  the  disorder  which  prevailed,  could  not  be 
reported  with  aconracy'~Ur.  Dvkqux  asked 
Ur.  BoSD  if  he  could  f^irnish  a  single  document 
signed  by  Harrison  within  the  lost  year,  either 
in  relation  to  a  United  States  Bank,  Abolition. 
the  asHOmption  of  State  debta  by  the  General 
Government,  the  distribution  of  the  public 
lands,  or  any  such  important  questions,  and  in 
which  he,  Gleneral  Harrison,  had  given  a  final 
answer  to  such  questions.  Let  the  gentieman 
say  yea  or  no. 

Ur.  Bond  said  that  when  he  had  such  serious 
interrogatories  propounded  to  him,  he  took  it 
for  granted  that  it  was  rensonabte  for  him  to  be 
allowed  time  to  make  a  response. 

Ur.  DoKOAK  finally  proceeded  with  his  re- 
marka,  in  which  he  undertook  to  comment  up- 
on the  military  and  other  talents  of  General 
Harriaon  in  a  severe  manner. 

For  this  Ur.  D,  was  called  to  order  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition.  He  replied,  that  he 
would  contrive  to  keep  in  order,  but  if  he  waa 
to  be  called  to  order  for  holding  up  the  military 
glories  of  Harrison,  why  were  not  other  mem- 
bers called  to  order  when  they  called  Van  Bu- 
ren  a  jackaas  1 

Without  concluding^,  Mr.  D.  gave  way  for  a 
motion  that  the  committee  rise. 


IS  BSNATS. 

WsuNssoAT,  January  27. 

F&rmanent  Pn-pteliva  Pre-emption  Law. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  pertnanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  ooltivate  th^ 
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BsmCk  aud  raise  a  log-cabia  thereon,  was  takea 
up,  me  question  being  on  the  uotion  of  Ur. 
CmmMraN  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instnic- 
tiona  to  report  e,  bill  for  the  distribatioD  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  eaJea  of  the  pablio  lands  among 
the  States. 

Mr,  Luxmn  aaid  he  rose  to  make  but  a  very 
few  remark».  Aa  nsnal,  he  felt  indisposed  to 
addresB  the  Senate,  whenever  hia  views  were 
preoent^d  by  others ;  bnt  nnon  the  present  oo- 
casion,  be  oonudered  it  his  aatr  to  speak  brief- 
Ij  for  hinuelf.  The  subject  had,  in  it8  progress, 
ossnmed  a  magnitude,  and  gathered  around  it 
an  importance,  rarely  eqnaUed  on  the  floor  of 
the  Swiate.  The  oripnal  proportion  or  bill, 
which  gave  rise  to  this  ducuBsioD,  provided, 
and  was  simply  intended  to  secnre  to  sctoal 
and  bumble  settlers  on  the  pablio  lands,  the 
right  of  pre-eiqption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  the  pnblio  land,  at  the  Government 
price  of  $1  2G  per  acre.  Bnt  the  varlons-topics 
of  disonsuon  introdnoed  here,  had  embraced 
almost  the  entire  range  of  party  measnrea,  and 
party  politics,  known  to  onr  conntry.  For 
bimaelf,  he  had  neither  taste  nor  disposition  to 
enter  npon  a  partisan  controversy  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate.  Ripe  years,  and  an  abiding 
sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  station  which  he  bad 
the  honor  to  oocnpy,  forbade  his  entering  on  a 
comrse  which  might  change  the  appropriate 
sphere  of  the  Senator  into  that  of  the  mere 
partdsan.  If  he  felt  himself  prepared  to  ent«r 
npon  the  discnssion  of  all  the  subjects  bronght 
into  tbis  debate,  he  shonld  certainly  at  this  time 
forbear  from  doing  so.  He  felt  none  of  that 
spirit  of  party  trinmph  which  we  have  seen 
exhibited  more  than  once  in  this  chamber, 
ainoe  the  commencement  of  the  present  session. 
No,  sir,  (sdd  Hr.  L.,)  taking  the  late  elections 
for  A  test,  I  am  in  the  mmority  in  my  own 
State,  and  in  the  Union.  Well,  if  the  people 
will  it,  be  it  so.  Bnt  if  he  was  in  a  minority, 
he  would  sound  no  shonts  of  trinmph  here ;  he 
would  wear  his  honors  with  becoming  modesty. 

He  would  only  say,  that  he  had  always 
tlionght,  and  Still  thought,  that  the  beat  possi- 
ble disposition  which  conld  be  made  of  the 
pnUio  dODU^n  was  for  the  Ooveniment  to  sell 
It,  at  a  fUr  price,  to  aotoal  settlers,  in  small 
qnantjtles— in  quantities  snit«d  to  the  wants 
and  abilities  of  the  settlers.  He  bad  long  since 
been  disgusted  with  the  auction  system ;  he  had 
witnessed  the  operations  of  that  system.  It  se- 
cured to  oapitalists,  moneyed  combinations,  and 
apeoolatora,  the  whole  of  the  best  lands,  to  the 
foclnsion  of  honest,  humble  industry.  He  was 
pleased  with  the  prospective  oharacter  of  this 
pre-emption  bill.  It  was  a  call  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  bnt  indnstrioos  and  enterprising,  ftom 
every  part  of  the  conntry,  to  go  forw^d,  cul- 
tivate, work,  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  would  not  only  open  the 
door  to  male  citisens  of  the  United  8tat««  over 
twenty-one  years  cS  age,  bnt  to  male  and  female 
over  and  under  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and 
nrither  would  he  require  tl^  they  ahoold  be 


(Mm  Cw, 

natnraliied  dtiiens.  Actual  Smw  fi»  aeOle- 
ment  and  bn^nwement  Is  all  that  he  ircnild  k- 
quire,  in  addition  to  the  prompt  pBymect  of  die 
Government  prioe  for  a  small  piece  </  land. 
This  policy  would  benefit  the  Chivennsait,  u 
well  as  administer  to  the  wants  of  bnott^. 
It  provide*  for  the  poor  and  the  need;,  ¥bo 
are  willing  to  work  and  oulliTate  tbe  nO, 
whether  male  or  female,  naturalized  ettiia  tr 
foreigner.  He  had  no  apprehendom  of  nfl 
consequences  fW)m  the  hnsbaodman.  K(i,nr 
(saidHr.L.,)  this  fertile,  this  highly  bvoredlud 
has  no  evil  to  apprehend  ft-om  the  tiDer  of  lla 
soil.  Agrioultnru  pnrsuila,  propei^  oradocted, 
never  fail  to  make  the  best  of  ottinBa,  Ba 
only  hope  for  the  permanent  prosperity  of  lUi 
conntry  was  based  apon  the  vtrtue,  inlelUpDn, 
and  industry  of  our  africnltnral  populitioii. 

Hr.  Ardbbsoh  briwy  r«plied  to  same  of  tb 
remarks  of  Mr.  Hufoini  yesterday. 


Fbidat,  January  £9. 

PermantrU  ProtpttHte  Prs-«ny)ttm  Zot. 

The  bill  to  eotablish  a  permanent  prospwlin 
system,  in  favor  ti  settlers  on  the  pubho  laid) 
who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  mne,  md 
raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  tin 
qnestion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbitiij- 
DKN  to  recommit  the  bill,  withinstTUCtissttEi 
report  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proMe* 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amcsig  itw 
States. 

Ur.  Tapput  rose  end  addreesed  the  SouU 
as  follows : 

Mr  President :  Before  I  proceed  to  remiric 
upon  tiie  extraordinary  attack  made  bj  tbe 
Senator  from  Kentucky  npoa  my  coUeuw  1°^ 
myself,  I  wish  to  ask  that  Senator  wbn  it  n 
that  be  charges  with  "  having  made  a  propos- 
tion  to  reduce  wagea." 

Hr.  Oi.i.T  add  he  did  not  niean  to  b«  vAb- 
stood  as  saying  that  any  one  had  made  rack  > 
proporitip^. 

Mr.  Tafpav.  Such  is  the  language  yoo  DMd, 
sir. 

Mr.  Olat.  I  did  not  Intend  to  chsrge  uT 
one  with  more  than  snstaining  in  arguDwnt  » 

Klicy,  the  inevitable  tendency  of  which  tmB 
to  reduce  wages ;  and  this  was  dous  I? 
many  gentlemen  whom  I  do  not  think  I  im 
called  upon  \a  name,  I  do  not  recollect  utng 
the  word  propontioo. 

Mr.  TiPPAS.  I  am  saddled,  sir,  with  tbis  a- 
planation ;  the  Senator's  oonatrnetian  of  m^ 
ments  made  by  others  doea  not  affect  BM^  ™ 
Senator  fhnn  Kentucky,  on  yesterday,  diur° 
my  colleague  and  myself  with  votiiig  *»  * 
proposition,  the  efiect  of  which  wooM  b«  •* 
give  away  160,000,000  of  acrea  of  land,  jnWT 
belonging  to  Ohio,  for  800,000  acres,  aiio  «- 
dered  ns  to  go  home  and  acooiul  to  our  mb- 
stitnents  for  this  gross  sacrifioe  of  the  iolertids 
of  Ohio.  This  charge  of  tbe  Benator  ia  «" 
fbonded  in  truth,  as  I  ahaQ  show ;  hot  M  i^ 
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Benitor  bu  intondonaUy  Stated  ftfiwehoodon 
tM>  floor;  he  vcHiId  not  do  this,  and  yet  it  is 
ilnzige  Hat  he,  or  an;  other  less  experieuoed 
leguUIor,  Bhonld  lo  misoonceiTe  out  ti  ~  ~     " 
tut  occason  as  he  ieema  to  hare  done. 
cue  wu  this:   the  Senator's  coUeagua  (Mr. 
CsrmiTDEK)  had  moved  to  recommit  ti)e  bill, 
With  iiulnictions  to  strike  oat  all  after  the  en- 
utiiig  cIsoM,  and  to  Inaert  what  has  gained  the 
EKiue  of  "Mr.  Glut's  land  bill,"  upon  which 
th«  Seoator  &om  Booth  Garolina  neweat  to  me 
(Ur.  Oajlhohv)  moTod  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Eeotnchy,  bj  sabstitnttng  his 
(Ur,  CiiAomr'a)  bill  for  dispoMng  of  the  public 
Wi  to  the  Bti^es,  so  that  if  the  motion  to  t«- 
eomniit  ahonld  prevail,  the  titan  of  the  Benator 
from  Sonth  OaroUna  ahoold  oe  reported  back  to 
u  initead  of  the  Kentucky   Beuator's  bill. 
liDW,  who  doe*  not  see  that  tiie  qneetion  here, 
Til  not  whether  we  ahonld  agree  to  adopt 
ather  of  thoM  projects ;   bnt  it  waa  a  mere 
qaeetion  of  preference,  and  snrely  an  opinion 
maj  be  ^ven  in  good  faith,  that  of  two  plans, 
oaeiibetter  than  another,  withoot  any  intentJon 
of  idtmting  either.    Bnoh  was  this  ease ;  of  the 
two  plani^  I  preferred  the  one  oSbred  by  the 
Senator  from  South  CaroUna,  and  so  vot^  not 
with  a  view  of  eJtpre«ring  any  approbation  of 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Candlca,  bnt  to  defeat  the  motion  to  refer  with 
utstractlon^  noade  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky oa  my  right    These  are  the  views  in 
which  my  eoUeagne  and  myself  oonoor,  as  was 
etpreasea  by  him  on  yesterday,  in  his  reply  to 
the  remarks  oftheBeuator  from  Kentnoky,  (Ur. 
Out  ,-)  and  I  think  if  the  qnestion  shonld  ever 
•guo  come  np  while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  I  ghall  continne  to  ^ve  the  same  prefer- 
ence, Dotwithatandins  the  denunciation  of  the 
Beo^r  from  Kentocky.    I  ^ve  no  opinion  np~ 
on  the  abstract  m^ta  of  the  plan  piopoaed  by 
the  Senator  fh>m  Sonth  Oarolina,  because  it  is 
not  and  has  not  been  before  ns  on  the  flaal 
qaeation  of  adopting  it ;  bnt  I  will  ny  that  I 
im  not  inclined  to  make  important  ehanges  in 
ear  land  system ;  that  Byst«in  has  heretofore 
worked  well,  and  I  sea  no  neoesaity  for  a  radi- 
cal change  of  it.    Sir,  the  Senator  charges  na 
npoi>  this  ude  with  "  opponng  in  advance  the 
meaiorea  of  the  next  Administration  " — with 
making  war  npnn  it;  andlieqnotMShak^ieare, 
"  Come  on  ltoDnfi|"  as  thongh  we  were  aatnal- 
Ij  id  battle  array  against  him.    We  have  op- 
posed the  Senator's  nnoonatitntional  pr(f)ect  for 
distribnting  amongst  the  several  States  the 
revenae  oriring  fiwn  the  pnblio  lands,  and 
Seaalors  npon  tins  side  have  given  as  their 
opinion,  and  have  demonrtrated,  that  a  special 
i«*iion  of  Oonmss  will  not  be  neeessary.    We 
^ve  be«a  tola  by  Senators  on  Oie  oppowte  tide 
fiat  these  things,  with  some  othen,  wonld  be 
rapport«d  by  the  nest  Administration.     We 
uve  seen  and  heard  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
ncky,  wh«t  he  baa  aianred  na  that  his  land  hill 
u  he  calls  it)  "  wimld  pass  "  irhen  that  gen- 1 


tleman  and  his  friends  came  into  power ;  that 
nnleas  we  repealed  the  Independent  Treasnry 
bill,  the  next  AdministraUun  would  call  an  ex- 
tra session  of  Coogresa  to  repeal  it.  We  have 
also  heard  the  Senator  describe,  in  his  graphic 
way,  how  the  next  Administration  would  make 
a  clear  sweep  of  sU  office-holders,  with  proba- 
bly no  exertions ;  but  we  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  Senator's  authority  to  pronocnce  ex-at- 
thedra  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  Oeue- 
rol  Barrison ;  and,  for  myself,  I  confe^  that 
having  some  knowledge  of  General  Harrison,  I 
bad  my  doubts  whether  &t  was  to  bo  governed, 
dictated  to,  and  led  by  the  nose  by  the  honor- 
able Senator,  as  ho  seemed  to  promise  us.  He 
exhibited  to  us  no  authority  for  the  assumption 
of  the  dictatorship.  If  the  HanisburK  Couven- 
tioo,  in  nominatdng  one  of  the  Eentlemen  and 
rmecting  tlio  other,  did  secretly  aetermina  that 
while  one  shoidd  be  viceroy  over  the  good  peo- 
ple of  these  United  States,  the  other  should  be 
viceroy  over  him,  how  were  we  to  know  that 
important  fact  ?  You  gave  ns  no  evidence  of 
this.  We  are  excusable  then,  I  shonld  think, 
for  oppDsiog  such  measures  ss  the  Senator's 
land  hill,  which  we  think  unconstltational, 
without  being  chargeable  with  anticipated  hos- 
tility to  the  next  Administration, 

But  the  Senator  bids  as  go  home  I  and  ao- 
conot  to  our  oonetitoents  for  our  conduct  hereL 
Go  home  I  We  obey  no  such  orders.  We  sub- 
mit to  no  snch  dictation.  Who  gave  the  Sena- 
tor from  Eentnckv  authority  over  ns  ?  Auto- 
crat of  Eentueky,  let  him  issue  his  orders  there 

I  his  obsequiooB  slaves;  but  with  Ohio  and 

ir  representatives  he  has  uothinK  to  do.  Sir, 
I  repel  with  soorn  this  matchless  insolence. 

Hero  Mr.  Cur  called  Mr.  Tappas  to  order, 
and  he  sat  down. 

The  YiOK  Prssidkkt,  after  some  ramorks 
which  we  did  not  hear  distinctly,  said  that  it 
waa  out  of  order  to  use  the  wot4  Insolence  in 
the  way  Mr.  Tafpas  had  usedit. 

Mr.  TAiTiJi  rcee,  and  confined.  Sir,  I  will 
{pel  insolence  and  insult,  come  ttom  what 
quarter  It  may. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose,  and  declared  that  in 
what  ha  had  swd,  he  had  not  the  remotest  in- 
tenUuD  of  ioaaltiog  the  Senators  trom  Ohio; 
that  in  using  the  words,  go  borne,  &C.,  he  meant 
no  more  than  to  advise  those  Seoators  to  con- 
anlt  their  ooDstvtueots  on  their  reUvn  home  as 
to  their  wisbea  upon  this  great  qnastion  of  difr 
poMDg  of  the  pulilio  lands. 

Mr.  Tappak  then  observed :  The  Senator's 
explanation  is  satisfactory.  From  the  veha- 
menceofhis  manner,  and  the  loudnessof  his  into- 
nation, I  thought  the  Senator  in  earnest,  and 
that  he  meant  what  he  said.  It  seems  that  in 
this  I  was  mistaken.  I  therefore  let  tbat  pass; 
I  will  not  knowingly  treat  any  Benator  with 
disrespect ;  nqr  age  and  my  habits  lead  me  lo  a 
courteous  demeanor  towards  all  with  whom  I 
have  buuneea  to  transact,  and  I  will  not  will- 
ingly deviate  from  this  oonrse ;  but  insolence 
and  iDsalt  I  shall  not  pot  ap  with,  and  I  am 
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Mr.  Freaident :  haring  diBpoaed  c^  ttila  taxt- 
ter,  (witbont  intendiDg  to  engaee  at  large  in 
this  debate,  so  protracted  ftad  InterOBting,)  I 
will  eiptess  my  Tiews  on  one  or  two  pointa 
only.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat) 
lead  t«  ua  the  firat  paragrqih  of  the  Sth  sec- 
tion, lat  ATtiole,  of  the  oonstitntJon :  "  The  Con- 


greae  Bliidl  hare  power  to  lay  and  ooUeot  taxes, 
anties,  Imposts,  and  exdses,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  fi>r  the  oommon  defbnoe  and  gene- 


ral weURTS  of  the  United  States ;"  ind  gave  as 
hia  opinion  that  this  taxing  power  did  not  an- 
tiiorize  Oongress  to  raise  money  for  distribution 
among  the  States.  I  coincide  fully  with  the 
Senator  in  this  opinion,  bnt  does  he  not  per- 
ceive, that  by  this  toond  construction  of  the 
constltntlon,  he  concedes  to  ns  the  whole  mat- 
ter in  controversy  as  to  his  land  bill  t  I  know 
how  the  Senator  thinks  to  get  this  power :  it 
is  not  in  this  olanse,  indeed,  out  he  tells  ns  it  is 
contained  in  these  words : 

"  ^le  CoDCTesa  eliall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
nuke  sll  needful  rules  end  r^nl&Uonn  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belongltig  to  the  United 
StUes." 

From  the  grant  of  power  to  dispose  of  the 
land,  he  infers  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land.  Congress  Las,  indeed,  by 
this  clause,  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  public 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States ;  and 
it  is  under  this  clanse  alone  that  the  constitu- 
tionality of  all  the  grants  of  public  lauds  which 
have  iieen  made  to  tlie  individual  States,  oan 
be  munt^ed.  If  we  admit  (which  I  do  not, 
however)  that  by  this  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion, Congress  has  the  nniimlt^d  power  to  do 
whatever  it  pleases  with  the  territory  of  the 
United  States — that  it  may  grant  the  whole  or 
any  part  to  some  or  all  of  tiie  States,  that  it 
may  give  it  away  to  actual  settiere ;  or,  that  it 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  it  for  money,  making  it 
an  object  of  revenue ;  still,  Congress  cannot 
raise  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 
The  public  lands  are  sold  for  money.  A  part 
of  the  revennes  of  this  Ooveminent  are  denved 
from  that  source.  It  matters  not  whether  you 
raise  your  revenue  from  the  customs,  fVom  the 
sale  of  your  Hhips,  from  a  tax  on  land,  or  the 
Bale  of  your  land ;  when  that  revenue  reaches 
the  public  Treasury,  there  is  no  ear-mark  on  it 
to  distinguish  the  quarter  from  which  it  came. 
It  is  the  money  of  the  nation,  to  be  used  for 
national  purposes.  If  there  is  any  clause  in  the 
constitotion  which  gives  yon  authority  to  rueke 
a  distribution  of  it  amongst  the  States,  it  is  the 
clause  first  quoted ;  but  this,  says  the  Senator, 
and  so  say  I,  oont^ns  no  such  power.  Con- 
gress is  not  reanired  by  the  constitution  to  sell 
tiie  public  tanas  to  moke  the  territory  of  tlie 
Union  an  otijeat  of  revenue.  The  manner  of 
disposing  of  that  territory  la  nowhere  espres»- 
ed.  It  is  implied  only  that  Congress  shall  dis- 
pose of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  no 


seleotpart  of  the  Union.  OongreNhSTetlKiiigld 
beet  to  eell  their  land  for  mosej ;  hin  loc 
more  than  forty  years  thoaght  that  to  niui 
part  of  their  ordinary  revenues  by  thu  di^ot- 
mgofit,  was  to  execute  thdr  povtt  o(  £fw- 


been  as  well  to  have  authoriied  Cof^re*  u 
make  a  division  by  the  Btatea  or  olherwiii)  ol 
the  money  reoeived  for  the  land,  fw  we  tn  nH 
mabang  a  oonatitntion ;  but  I  will  w;  tbu  i 
power  to  grant  or  sell  land  does  not  cairj  wtk 
it  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  moeey  Nccired 
for  such  land — when  the  land  is  sold,  tbepont 
to  dispose  of  it  is  executed ;  for  the  paver  V 
dispose  ot  the  money  you  must  look  elsevbcta 
As  to  the  Ull  befbre  the  Benate,  It  Tints  bd 
little  from  what  has  beoome  the  settled  pobe; 
of  this  Govemment — it  proposes  that  inttsdiJ 
temporary  laws  on  this  solqeot,  we  pan  t  v^ 
loanent  act^  permanent  as  it  can  b^  tenau 
until  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  oar  »)«» 
sora  may  change  or  repeal  it.  We  dionldfsd 
it  difficult  to  prevent  people  from  ooc*q^ 
the  public  land  on  the  extensive  frontier;  ttNR 
is  a  lai^  class  of  men  who  have  been  the  jitf 
neers  of  civilization  and  eettiement  in  lia 
oonntry  for  many  yearo,  probably  «tm  wm 
the  settiement  of  the  country  ocMnmeuoed— 1^ 
are  the  Daniel  Booneswbo  choose  to  keff* 
Uttle  in  advance  of  law  and  goq»el  both;  w< 
subsist  more  by  hunting  tlLUi  the  Isbon  li 
agriculture ;  yet  they  build  cabins,  and  d(tr 
and  plant  fields,  and  are  always  leadj  W 
sell  their  improvements  to  the  man  who  uom 
on  the  fivntier  with  bis  family  and  hisstwit* 
make  a  permanent  settlement  It  is  a  ^ 
advantage  to  the  settisr  in  a  new  ooontfy  vbt 
has  a  family  to  provide  for,  to  find  a  criiia  ui 
a  olearing  alreaay  made  tor  him,  and  pnrclM- 
able  at  a  moderate  price ;  and  wlut  injor;  doa 
the  public  interest  sostain  by  giontuie  tliM 

[>ioneers  the  exclusive  right  to  pDrcbiu  (!» 
and  they  occupy  t  Before  this  priviks<  >■* 
granted  to  them,  it  was  quite  oranmon  fw  imsi 
and  sordid  mm  to  hoot  out  the  places  so  oca 
pied,  and  pnrdtose  tbem  at  the  bnd  offios,  ^ 
for  the  sake  of  setting  better  land  thai  a*l 
could  find  elaewWe,  but  that  they  >»<^  ^ 
propriate  to  themselves  ibe  bard  <aniB|l  n 
the  poor  pioneer  for  nothing.  Protect  the  pw 
man  by  a  pre-emptiui  right,  aod  he  would  mm 
gain  money  enough  to  pay  for  hia  land ;  ot.  i>- 
Btead  of  being  a  prey  to  the  beartka  sP^™** 
tor,  tluB  latter  would  have  to  purchase  bb  ^ 
provementa,  since  he  could  not  drive  him  lA 
and  take  fordble  pooseasiou  of  his  prnpeitj.  1 
have  aald  that  pre-emption  lawa,  instod  d  iie- 
ing  injiuious  to  the  public,  are  hi^y  beneB- 
ciaL  They  greatly  facilitate  the  aettltaneot  01 
your  territories,  by  opening  the  road  to  foa 
lands  to  men  with  fiimiliee  and  property,  vIms* 
habits  hare  not  fitted  them  fw  aettilng  in  »* 
wilderaeH.  These  men  oonmoae  the  great  ign- 
cultural  population  of  the  Weet.    Some  umb 
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think,  «r,  that  to  hUow  land  to  be  seleoted,  the 
choice  tracts  to  l>e  taken  np  for  the  minimum 
price,  is  granting  a  eraat  bvor  to  the  poor  pio- 
neer. I  do  not  tlunk  so ;  the  man  who  will 
take  bis  axe  and  big  rifle,  and  go  into  the  fron- 
tier,  foresta,  or  prairies ;  &r  from  roads,  from 
mills  and  sohools,  and  plaoea  of  worship ;  &r 
from  all  the  comforts  and  advantagea  of  sooi«tf , 
pays  for  the  pre-emptioa  right  70a  give  him 
Tcry  dearlj.  Tee,  sir,  the  settler,  in  a  new 
eonjiby,  paja  the  valne  of  the  best  land  in  the 
priTa&iaa  he  endnres,  in  the  hardships  he  en- 
eonnters,  and  the  labor  be  nerforma. 

On  tbia  matter  I  most  be  allowed  to  apeak 
fh»n  experience ;  koA  I  know  that,  ezoept  in 
rare  instanoee,  fh>m  peonliari^  fortunate  loca- 
tion, the  fint  aettler  woold  not  be  pud  for  the 
toil  and  saffering  he  has  to  endnre,  bj  the  gift 
a4  a  quarter  section  of  land.  I  hear  Benators 
speak  of  land  in  a  state  of  natnre  worth  from 
ten  to  fiftf  dollars  per  aore ;  I  have  never  seen 
mch  land ;  it  is  not  to  be  fonnd  in  an  j  of  the 
Bne  bottoms  of  the  West ;  it  ia  an  El  Dorado, 
■rhich  exists  only  in  the  foncy'. 

It  baa  be«n  proved,  I  think,  tJiat  Oovemment 
does  not  get  mnoh  more  than  the  minimom 
price  tbr  liud  at  the  pvblio  sales ;  so  that  there 
ta  nothing  to  balance  against  this  natural  and 
looff-praecaed  mode  of  aettllog  Tonr  pnblio 
!ands.  I  am  therefore  in  favor  of  this  hill — of 
idopt 

irged  the  prc^rietr  and  necesnty  of  appropriat- 
ng  monej  for  the  pnrpoee  of  patting  the  nation 
n  a  position  to  miuntain  her  honor,  and  defend 
leraelf  from  foreign  aggnesion,  Instead  of  di- 
riding  her  revenvea  amoiK  the  States. 

Kr.  TALLMAsea  oontenaed,  that  bj  dividing 
be  money  among  the  States  to  be  devoted  to 
he  porposcfl  of  internal  improvement,  the  best 
D««n8  for  natimial  defence  waa  adopted. 

Hr.  BuoiiuiAir  said  he  had  hot  a  very  fbw 
rorda  to  say.  The  Senator  from  Kentooky, 
Mr.  Glat,)  in  the  eoorse  of  his  remarks  to-day 
lad  Mserted  tJiat  Senators  friendly  to  the  pres- 
ot  Administration  had  argned  at  the  last  sea- 
ion  in  fkvor  of  the  rednotion  of  the  wages  of 
abor.  Vhen  called  npon  by  the  Senator  f^ora 
)bio,  (Ifr.  Tappak,)  to  menljon  the  names  of 
ny  Boch  Senators,  he  declined  to  comply  with 
be  req^netit,  be  (Hr.  B.)  preanmed  from  conr- 
esy  to  those  implicated  in  the  charge.  His 
peech  at  the  last  season  in  favor  of  tue  Inde- 
«ndent  Treasnry  Bill,  so  far  aa  related  to  the 
rages  of  labor,  had  been  so  extensively  misrep- 
eaented,-  ont  of  this  Hons^  that  even  at  ttie 
isk  of  having  it  suggested  that  he  had  made  an 
pplication  St  the  remark  of  the  Senator  to 
.imself;  be  rose  to  diadem  any  anoh  argument 
fe  had  never  risen  in  the  Senate,  be  never 
oold  rise  in  the  Senate,  and  nae  an  argnment 
a  tkror  of  redorang  the  wages  of  the  poor 
lao'a  labor.  Ha  waa  Inoapabfe  of  advocating 
ny  BDcfa  proportion.  He  had  disclaimed  any 
neb  argnment,  over  and  over  again  at  the  lart 
eaaion,  and  be  ahonld  ever  disclaim  it  as  often 


aa  It  might  be  impnted.  If  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  or  any  other  Senator,  ahonld  at  any 
time  think  proper  to  exanune  his  speech,  and 
attempt  to  fix  snch  a  charge  npon  him,  he 
shonld  at  all  timea  be  prepared  to  repel  it,  and 

E>ve  that  no  anoh  dootrise  was  ooutuned  in 
speech. 
The  Senate  attjonmed. 

Batubdat,  January  80. 

Permanent  PrMpectbia  Pre-emption  Law. 

The  bill  to  estabUsh  a  permanent  proQ>eotJve 
pre-emptiou  systemi,  in  favor  of  settlers  on 
the  pnblio  lands  who  shall  Inhabit  and  cultivate 
the  same,  and  raise  a  lo^cabin  thereon^  was 
taken  np,  the  question  being  on  the  mobon  of 
Mr.  (Wttkhdbn  to  recommit  the  biU,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  fbr  the  distrilration 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  soles  of  the  pnblio  lands 
among  the  States. 

Ur.  Oalbovh,  who  waa  entitled  to  the  floor, 
replied  at  length  to  the  orgmnenta  of  Ifeasra. 
Olat  of  Kentucky,  and  Wbssteb,  and  demon- 
strated the  nnconBtitntionolity  of  the  distribn- 
tion  meoBore,  and  vindicated  the  measure  of 
cee^on  from  the  attacks  of  those  gentiemen. 

He  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messra. 
MARotTV  and  Wbbsteb,  and  replied  to  those 
gentiemen. 

Ur.  Tomo  then  took  the  floor,  and  after  a 
taw  explanatory  remarks,  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment to  Ur.  OBrrTENDXx'a  moticm,  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  of  Ur.  Oalboun,  proposing  to 
cede  the  lands  to  the  States  irithin  wMcb  tiiey 
lie,  npon  certain  conditions,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
flirther  consideration  of  the  subject  postponed 
ontil  Uonday. 

Ur.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  assented  to  this  conrse, 
hut  hoped  as  the  debate  on  this  question  had  al- 
ready bated  four  weeks,  that  it  woold  be  finally 
disposed  of  on  Uonday  evening. 

And  the  Senate  then  a4jo<>">ed. 

Uom>AT,  Febmary  1. 

PermoMietU  Protpeetive  Pre-entption  Late. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospec- 
tive pre-emption  srstem,  in  favor  of  settlers  on 
the  public  lands  who'sholl  inhabit  and  cultivate 
the  same,  and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was 
taken  np,  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Ur.  CBirrxsoKiT  to  recommit,  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  soles  of  the  public  lands 
amouK  the  States,  which  Ur.  YoDno  had  on 
Saturday  proposed  to  amend  by  a  motion  to 
suhstitate  for  it  the  bill  of  Mr.  Oalboun, 
proposing  to  cede  the  lands  to  the  Btatea 
within  which  they  lie,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions. 

Hr.  Tomta  addressed  the  Senate  at  lengtb 
in  favor  of  his  motion,  and  in  defence  of  the 
IK«-emptive  policy. 

Itr.  FcuoH  fidloved  on  the  some  side,  who 
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advocated  tba  Mwion  bill  aa 
Jtudoe  daa  to  sovereign  States. 

ill.  HuBBABD  then  obt^ned  the  floor,  bnt, 
it  being  lata,  yielded  to  a  motion  for  a^onm- 
ment. 

And  the  Senate  a4io(in>«d. 


EOCBB  OV  BEPBEBEIITATtTEB. 

HoHDAT,  Febroaiy  1. 
After  the  Jonntal  was  read^ 
Tbe  Hon.  Hinu  Holt,  of  Georgia,  elected 

to  fill  the  vacancy  occarioned  by  the  resignation 
of  the  Hon.  W.  T.  Colquitt,  appeared,  was 
qmjified,  and  took  Lia  seat. 


tS  BKNATK. 

TrxsDAT,  Febraary  a. 
(hunting  Ou  EUetoral  Vota. 

Ifr.  PamoH,  from  the  Joint  Oomtnittee 
M){><teted  on  the  cabjeot  ttf  oonnttng  tbe 
electoral  votes,  reported  the  following  resoln- 
tlon,  which  was  read : 

Sttolvtd,  That  Itie  two  Houara  wHI  usemUe  In  tbe 
Chunber  of  tb«  Hodm  of  BepicseDtatiTes  on  Wed- 
imdjiy,  the  10th  init.,  it  tirelTB  o'clock,  uid  tbe  Frea- 
ident  of  tbe  Senate  diaU  be  the  pnddingoffloer;  that 
one  penoo  be  apptrinted  a  teller  on  Ifae  part  of  tbe 
Senate,  and  two  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Hoqn  of  Bepre- 
itntaUves,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votea  u  tbej  shall  be 
decUrad ;  that  (he  Msult  riwll  be  deliTcred  to  tbe 
Fieddentof  tbe  Senate,  wlio  ihall  annouooe  tbeettte 
of  the  vote  and  tbe  pereons  elected  to  tba  two  Housea 
assembled  as  afoieaaid,  which  ahall  be  deemed  a  dec- 
Isiation  of  tbe  peraons  elected  Preeident  and  Vice 
Preddent  of  llw  United  States,  and,  together  witb  a 
liat  of  votea,  be  entered  on  the  JODrnals  of  the  two 
Eousee. 

The  reaolntion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Yiob 
pBEsiDENT  was  directed  to  appoint  a  teller  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 

J&.  pBEBTOH  was  accordingly  appointed. 

Ptrmaittnt  Froiptetite  Pre-emptwn  Zme. 

The  hiH  to  astabliah  a  permanent  prospeo- 
tive  pre-emption  syBtem,  in  favor  of  set- 
tlers on  the  publia  lands,  who  shall  inhabit 
and  cnltivale  tlie  same,  and  raise  a  log-cabin 
thereon,  was  taken  np,  the  qnestion  being  as 
followe : 

Mr.  Crittkndsk  had  Bubmitted  the  follow- 
ing motion : 

Setolvtd,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  I^oda,  with  InstrucUonE  to  re- 
port ■meDdmcmta  thereto,  to  tbe  following  effect : 

1.  To  distribute  tbe  proceeds  of  the  Bales  or  the 
public  lands  among  the  Beretsl  Btates  of  tbe  Union, 
in  Just  and  equitable  proportions. 

2.  To  grant  to  actual  bma  fide  aettlers  npon  the 
pnbfle  lands  tba  right  of  pre-emption,  to  any  quantity 
tbereoT,  not  exceeding  one  half  aectian  of  S^  acres, 
fnduAng  tbe  place  of  settlement,  at  the  mhdmom 
price  of  (1  SS  per  acre,  with  audi  provisiona  a*  shall 
limit  this  rififat  of  settlement  and  pre-aoq)tion  to  act- 
nal  bona  fide  settlers  wttoaa  eatatea,  at  the  time  of 


settlemeDt,  shall  not  exceed  the  Tilue  of  11,000^  ad, 


am  irilh,  or  partidpating  in,  the  pririlege  sal  rigk 
of  settlement  and  pre-emption,  wUdi  an  kodif 
granted  and  intended  for  ue  sole  adtmlincfais 
needy  and  lumest  aettlers  and  cullitaton  oflht  n3. 

Ur.  Toinro,  of  IDinoie,  rose,  andssid;  Irii^ 
iir.  Pre^en^  for  the  pnrpose  of  pn^onnilo 
amend  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  ktn- 
tnoky,  (Ur.  OBtTTKHDBir,)  to  reoommit  lbs  taS 
of  the  8enab»  from  Hissonri,  (Ur.  Bditos,)  bj 
atriking  oat  all  after  th«  wwd  r^eii,  in  Hm 
second  line  after  tbe  word  rttahti,  ud  aib- 
atitnting  the  proportion  of  the  Soiatw  fnm 
SonUi  Carolina,  (Ur.  Calboux,)  with  two  or 
three  alight  aIteration^  an  additional  sectUa, 
which  we  adopted  with  hia  ooncDTrence,  a  a 
measnre  just  and  eqnitable  to  tbe  M  Sut/a, 
and  by  far  more  acceptable  to  the  mv  llu 
that  of  the  Senator  from  Eentncky,  and  sgnsat 
which  neither,  in  my  jadgment,  can  ban  aj 
reaaonable  caoso  ftir  complaint.  I  have  wMteJ, 
sir,  in  the  hope  that  the  Senator  himndTOli. 
OALBomr)  would,  aa  on  a  former  ocawa, 
have  brought  it  forward  aa  the  antagooid  pnp- 
osition  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  KmtKkj. 
(Ur.  OnrmKDmr,)  npon  which  the  prabiliililj 
now  ia  we  ahall  soon  be  called  to  vota  I 
tmst,  however,  that  be  will  continue  to  refvd 
himself  as  ita  legitimate  anther,  and  ia  cm  i' 
necessity,  eome  forward  to  the  roooc^  at 
defend  ita  principles,  aa  he  has  heretefon 
done  with  anch  distinguished  ability  aguut 
all   aseanlls,  tfom  whatever  qnarter  they  ml 


Jr^ 


I  feel  myself  impelled,  Ur.  Freaidtot, « 
matter  of  duty  to  the  State  which  I  in  ~ 
represent,  in  ooneeqnence  of  resolations 
atmction  adopted  by  the  Goneral  AiMii^ 
on  this  anbject  some  year  or  two  agOi  *» 
which  have  not  been  repealed,  to  my  (Dovl- 
edge,  to  bring  this  meaenre  forward  u  ^ 
one  most  desired  by  that  State,  and  to  arge  its 
adoption  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  in  ]infa- 
ence  to  any  proposition  whatever,  whidi  b« 
for  Ita  object  dixtribntion  mmply,  and  wbidi 
doea  not  carry  along  with  it  a  Jort  regard  b* 
the  future  settlement,  popalatiou,  and  adrue- 
ing  proeperi^  of  the  oonutry  embraced  witHn 
the  limits  of  the  new  States.  Bir,  hi  muf 
reepecta,  wbioh  I  will  endeavor  to  point  ort 
before  I  nt  down,  I  r^ard  the  ecDEeqaiaicU 
involved  in  the  propoeition  of  the  BeDit* 
from  Kentucky,  (Ur,  CBiTmRCKN,)  asdecWw- 
ly  hoetUe  to  the  best  interests  of  Illu»»^  ^ 
least,  and  that  her  ratable  praportiw  of  t» 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnbUc  lands  vtm 
bnt  poorly  oompensato  for  the  iqjnriM  "^ 
would  in  the  end  be  inflicted  under  the  nfiers- 
tion  of  BBch  a  ayatem.  Bnt  I  w^l  eM"^ 
with  the  proportion  of  tbe  Senate  f"" 
South  CaroUna— and  what,  Ur.  Piw**'. 
does  it,  when  analysed,  propone  t 
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m  whlclt  Oiej  are  aitiuted,  reserving,  in  ftiture 
nk)  hj  these  SUtas,  slit^-flve  per  ceut  of 
t!u  grou  proceeds  to  the  United  States,  the 
Sutas  being  thereafter  chargeable  with  the  ex- 

Cof  oompleting  the  sarveja,  extingniriiiDg 
I   titles,  and  for  aelllug    and  oUierwise 
miaaging  the  same. 

ZiL  To  Becare  the  principles  of  gradoatiou 
in  tfae  price,  pre-emptioD  to  the  settlers,  and  a 
flnil  cessioQ  «ft«r  a  limited  period,  of  the  refuse 
or  nnulable  lands  to  the  Btates  iik  which  thej 
ira  re^pectiTCl^  ritiiBt«d. 

td.  To  provide  ibr  the  transfer  of  tbo  evi- 
dences of  title  from  the  seat  of  the  Federal 
GoTernment  to  the  seats  of  government  of  the 
aev  Btates  to  which  the7  properlj  belong. 

4th.  To  vroride  for  the  settlement  of  the 
conntiy  wituont  restriction,  as  well  as  the  sale 
of  the  lauds,  as  a  source  of  rerenne  to  the 
UaitM  States, 

Gth.  To  remoTS  the  prohibition  which  re- 
itnctsthe  right  of  the  purchaser  to  two  qoar- 
ler  BecUoiW,  or  fortj  acre  tracts  only,  and  to 
permit  the  eotrj  of  snoh  tracts  in  future, 
ID  like  manner  aa  other  l^al  enbdivUons  of 
the  pablio  lands. 

6Ut.  To  tonal  tlie  restriction  imposed 
tbe  new  States  bj-  compact,  by  which 
sre  prohibited  from  taxing  tlie  poblic  lands  for 
Stc  yean  after  the  dat«  of  pomihase  from  the 
Cnited  Stales. 

Tth,  To  cede  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  all 
tbe  nnappropriated  lands  belonging  to  the 
raited  Stat««  within  tbe  limits  thereof,  for 
in  that  they  are  tmsalal 
o  valne  to  the  commonity 
And  Sth  and  lastly.  To  set  apsrt  the  sixty- 
Etb  per  cent  secured  to  be  p^  to  the  United 
Stttea,  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  increadng 
tlie  niTj,  and  erecting  fortifications  for  the 
common  defence  of  the  country. 

Tbese,  Mr.  Preudent,  are  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  the  measure  originated  by  the  Senator 
from  Sonth  Carolina  several  yean  ago,  and 
again  presented  by  htm  for  onr  consideration 
it  the  present  sesMon.  It  is  one  with  which 
Uie  DM  States  ought  to  be  satisfied  aa  a  financial 
meuare. 

Tbe  proportion  comprehends  vithin  Its 
entire  scope,  the  disposition  of  1S4,4S7,7S0 
tons  of  the  pablio  domain.  Of  this  quantity, 
1,776,310  acres  ar«  rituated  in  Ohio ;  4,8SS,- 
*U  acres  in  Indiana;  19,06S,7S7  acres  in 
Ulinois;  81,811,840  acres  In  Missouri ;  19,910,- 
140  acres  la  AlabBma;  11,643,B2S  acres  in 
Kmissippi;  1S,963,40S  acres  in  Louisiana; 
=9,688,734  acr^  in  Michigan :  and  28,027,804 
•cres  in  Arkansas.  In  all,  nine  States ;  and  a 
F*t>d  total  of  154,497,7SS  acres,  as  before 
»«t«d,  up  to  Jaunary  Ist,  1840.  This,  sir,  is 
tbe  quantity,  no  more  nor  less,  according  to 
tbe  W  report  of  tfae  ComnJssioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  on  that  subjeot  The 
hnds  in  the  Territories,  and  those  in  the 
■ide  esponae  of  the  West,  extending  from  the 
western  borders  of  lOssonri  a&d  Arkansas, 
Tou  XIT.— 16 
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across  the  Rooky  Uonntains  to  the  Paoifio 
Ocean,  and  to  latltnde  49  deg.  north  of  the 
Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  encircling 
within  their  range  by  far  the  greattrpart  of  the 
public  domdn ;  and  by  the  estimate  of  which, 
the  billioTM  of  acres  mentioned  by  the  Senator 
iVom  KentDcky  (Mr.  Ci.at)  are  produced; 
still  left  Bubjeot  to  the  existing  arrangement — 
to  the  old,  well-tried,  and  well-approved  sys- 
tem of  operation  which  has  afforded  the  occa- 
sion for  so  mnch  enlogiam  here  of  lat«,  and 
from  a  departnre  from  which  so  mnch  mischief 
seems  to  be  apprehended.  Of  every  hundred 
thousand  dollsirs  arising  from  these  sales, 
within  the  limits  of  any  one  State,  rixty-Sve 
thousand  dollars,  tree  from  all  ohane,  is  to  be 

Sad  into  the  public  Treasury,  and  tbe  remain- 
g  thirty-five  thousand,  after  paying  for  the 
completing  of  rorveys,  extlngoishing  Indian 
tides,  aaiaries  of  offloers,  tana  office  charges, 
and  incidental  expenses,  Is  to  be  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury.  What  these  expenses 
would  amount  to  I  have  not  tbe  means  of  as- 
certaining; they  would,  of  oourse,  differ  ac- 
cording to  the  diSbrent  condition  of  things  in 
the  aeveral  8tat«a;  but  I  presume  that  no 
Senator  will  undertake  to  say  that  tbe  residne, 
wheteveritmight  be,  vonldbe  an  nnreasonabla 
compensation  to  tbe  States  for  the  service  pro- 
posed  to  he  performed.  But  it  has  been  urged 
OS  an  objection,  that  the  Btates  might,  and 
would,  perhafe,  refuse.  Upon  settlement,  to  pay 
over  bo  the  United  States  this  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  salea,  as  provided 
for,  and  tbe  deposit  act  of  ISse,  by  which 
about  $2&000,000  was  distribnt«d  among  the 
States,  altnongh  in  form  a  deposit,  has  been 
cited  in  iliustratjon  of  the  ar^omeot. 

To  obviat«  all  difficulty  arising  ont  of  snoh  a 
tnppontion,  whether  ill  or  well  founded,  it  is 
pr(^>osed,  Instead  of  an  annual  adjuatmeut  of 
the  account,  as  was  provided  in  the  original 
bill  of  tho  Senator  from  South  Caroliua,  (Mr. 
Calhoun,)  to  make  monthly  payments  as  tbe 
ules  progress,  at  the  most  convenient  points, 
where  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  may  be 
receivable.    There  b  no  occasion,  nor  is  it  in- 


wilt  continue  to  be  made  in  all  respects  a 
present,  by  the  receivers  of  the  land  offices, 
and  there  will  t>e  the  end  of  it,  without  ftuthw 
difficnlty  or  a^nstment  For  example,  anjp- 
pose  there  Is  a  land  office  at  Qalncy,  Illinois,. 
the  town  of  my  residence,  and  a  Sub-Treasury,. 
or  a  branch  of  a  United  States  Bank  in  St. 
Louis,  MisBonri.  ,  Now,  sir,  all  the  receiver  at 
Quincy  baa  to  do,  is  to  ma^e  his  deposita 
monthly,  at  St.  Louis;  take  receipts  for  the 
amount  paid  to  the  Sub-Treasurer  or  Cashier, 
and  the  whole  matter,  as  to  the  Qovemment 
interest,  is  in  this  simple  but  prompt  manner 
aocomplished.  without  the  neoeeHty  of  any 
settlement  whatever;  except  that  it  may  M 
proper  for  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
lana  office,  In  additloD  to  the  reports  whiob 
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ma^  be  required  by  the  State,  to  forward  dnpli 
catas  of  the  Bame  to  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  UDitad  States,  or  in  aooh  other  man- 
lier as  may  be  atipulatAd  as  most  convea- 
ient  and  proper  hj  the  parties  concerned. 
So  mach,  sir,  ta  to  the  matter  of  revenue, 
and  so  much  as  to  the  aecoritj  for  its  payment. 
N'ovr,  Ur.  President,  for  the  ooTantages 
which  are  supposed  to  resnlt  to  the  new  States 
from  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  ameodment  of  the  SenMor 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  CBnTBNDur.}  Beddes 
the  thirty-five  per  cent,  on  ihe  gross  amount 
of  sales,  the  whole  of  the  lan£  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  Statas,  wonld  immediately 
become  subject  to  their  sole  and  ezclnaiTe 
jarisdiction,  in  regard  to  occupancy,  settle- 
ment, and  cnltivation;  the  conflict  of  jnmdio- 
tion  between  the  United  States  and  the  new 
States  avoided ;  tlte  principles  of  graduation  in 
the  price,  and  pre-emption  to  settlers  secnred ; 
and  a  final  cession  of  snch  lands  as  shall  have 
been  in  the  market,  and  remain  nnsold  for 
thirty  years  to  the  States,  It  Is  true,  sir,  that 
the  Senator's  (Mr.  OEirnSDBK'a)  proposition 
embraces  the  princilile  of  pre-emption,  but 
with  what  limitation,  and  with  what  restrio- 
tjons  we  know  not;  except  as  ioferences 
may  be  drawn  from  his  own  argnment  and 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  have  followed 
his  lead  on  this  occasion.  His  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  GLi.T)  sud  some  day%  ago  in  re- 
ference to,  and  in  opposition  to  pre-emptions, 
and  attempted  to  prove  by  documentary  testi- 
mony, that  much  had  been  lost  to  the  Treasury 
In  consequence  of  a  departure  fh>m  the  old 
system  of  selling  allc  the  lands  in  the  first  place 
at  public  anction,  and  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  many  of  the  pre-emptionetahad,  by 
nuhing  out  and  seizing  upon  the  best  lands, 
been  permitted  to  porcihaae  lands  worth  ten, 
twenty,  and  thirty  dollars  per  acre  at  the 
minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-flve 
oenta  an  acre.  Well,  suppose  this  statement 
to  be  true ;  and,  if  so,  it  must  have  been  in  a 
very  limited  extent,  in  the  original  settlement 
of  a  new  conntry,  and  what  does  it  demon- 
strate t  Nothing  more  than  that  the  lands  were, 
in  a  great  degree,  made  thus  valuable  by  the 
very  settlement  and  cnltivation  of  which  the 
Senator  (Mr.  0l4i)  compltuns.  It  is  by  the 
pre-emption  policy  that  we  secure  these  occu- 
pants, who  incorporated  their  labor  with  the 
soil,  in    their    possessions,  against  the   more 

^wealthy  who  bay  on  speculation;  and  against 
whom  they  conld  not  be  expected  ancceffiAiUy 
to  compete,  at  public  auction  ;  and  place  the 
lands  in  the  proper  hands  of  those  whose  occu- 
pation is  to  cultivate  them. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(itr.  Gl&t)  says,  will  yon  break  up  and  de- 
atroy  by  snch  measures,  this  old,  well-tried, 
and  well-approved  land  system,  hitherto  nn' 
changed  I  that  the  Sonrishing  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana  have  grown  np  under  its  benign 

^nflnenoe ;  that  Illinois  has  doubled  her  popu- 


lation In  the  last  dx  years,  and  mnr  Iw  hk 
half  a  million  of  inhabitants  nnder  its  losU^i 
care  also ;  and  concludes  by  asUng  egpluti- 
cally,  are  yon  not  satisfied  with  your  p^c^»^ 
ity !  It  is  tme,  Mr.  President,  that  thcM  SUIa 
have  grown  np,  as  weU  in  popuUtioa  h  in 
agricultural  improvement,  and  morals,  vilh  in 
nneiampled  degree  of  ruidity  and  prutperitT. 
It  was  UL  eonseqnence  of  this  proqcritj,  lb, 
President,  Uiat  Illinois,  with  her  Bee  wlaU 
popnlatioQ,  and  liberal  principks  UmiA 
forei^ers,  gave  more  votes  at  the  lite  dtc&a 
for  President  than  either  Virginia  at  Eta- 
tucky ;  not  that  she  had  more  populilica, « 
was  erroneously  stated  In  the  eketch  d  ll» 
debates  published  a  few  days  ago.  Bat,  at, 
her  march  is  onward ;  and  If  her  le^iMn 
gnu^ians  at  home  shall  promptly  dudun 
their  duty  in  the  preservation  of  her  OMl 
and  her  honor  at  home  and  ahrosd,  vbo  cu- 
nnt  foretell  that  her  destiny  iano  leestLuiUat 
of  an  empire  State. 

But  baa  the  Senator  (Mr.  Cut)  IbrEotta 
tiiat  this  ^stem  of  pre-emptions  lor  '1^ 
we  contend  commenced  aa  Mr  back  a*  1S1I; 
and  that  it  has  been  continued  with  botddt 
intermption  ever  rince,imlUit  hwafaoMtW 
come  a  part  of  the  system  of  which  he  ^eiii 
with  so  much  ooromendatiiml  ind  doei  k 
not  know,  that  another  important  chaoge  m 
made  in  this  old  and  weU-^proved  mlta, 
by  the  act  of  the  34th  Apnf,  1B20,  tram  > 
credit  to  a  ctuh  system ;  and  by  a  redncIioB  >» 
the  price  of  land  from  two  dollars  to  <M 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Aw 
is  it  not  a  fact,  that  this  unexampled  fniftt- 
ity  to  which  he  allndea,  ia  in  a  great  d^;TN 
attributable  to  these  very  changea,  the  v»- 
emption  feature  of  which  he  now,  at  thiilttt 
day,  80  much  deprecates  I  Sir,  what  sudta 
honorable  Senator  from  MassacbuMttE  llir. 
WsBaTEB)  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  I» 
tucky,  (Mr.  CLiT,)  in  the  debate  of  18»  <■ 
this  same  subject  of  pre-emptions!  Mr.  Wo- 
8TSB  said ; 

The  difference  betwe^  the  mnnbtr  boo  K*- 
tnofcj(llr.  CtiT)  and  mjieiroa  this  ocwwoniipM 
■nd  distinct.    It  is  prediely  Ihi* : 

"  He  is  altogether  i^lnet  the  laa  taiytiwi  Jgt 
is  for  Guiylng  into  operation  the  law,  la  i>  ("» 
■nd  forgiviwit  eflfect  over  the  lands  on  wbidi** 
sectlere  live,  m  the  sune  way  aa  over  odier  pdfit 
laada.  He  is  for  putting  all  tbeea  bnds  op  to  oos 
auction,  and  seUing  them  to  the  lu^xst  Udder.  Ki- 
ting the  settler  lake  the  comeqneoM.  He  aiT>  ^ 
should  be  an  auctioa,  end  a  free  anction ;  end  M 
uguea,  with  that  conustency  and  ootMrioa  of  idM 
which  beiMga  to  him,  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  pflbBc 


be,  end  ought  to  be,  a  perfectly  fr 

That  it  diouia  be  as  open  to  one  nan  to  Ud  >■ -^^^ 

Doman,onnen,o«ighttobepririleg*defSwc««; 

It  is  ruUculons  to  talk  <rf'an  anetioa,  at  «IM  OB* 

may  Ud,  and  another  may  not;  oriaanttii*-*' 

h  eome  bidders  are  loW  Ibrt  otheiaan*"" 

preference.    He,  tiMtefore,  Is  for  a  free  eeJe,  "(>■" 

'eiybody,  end  to  be  oODdocted  in  that  muuKT  »*■ 
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daD  inura  tha  receipt  of  tlM  giMtcA  I 
iDlo  Ibe  Trauury.  Now  I  mj  at  once,  plunl?  uid 
dislioctlf,  that  (his  ia  not  my  olyecl.  I  have  othei 
iKws.  I  widi,  u  the  first  place,  to  pnserre  th( 
peace  of  tbe  frontier ;  and  I  wish,  alao,  to  preaerre 
ind  to  protect  &e  rewomble  lightB  of  tbe  aettlera ; 
bKmiK  I  think  thej  have  rii^ta  wtuch  deaerre  to  be 
prolected.  Tbcie  are  my  <ii}ecU.  Sir,  If  we  could 
snbr  an  auction  here,  in  this  dty,  or  elsewbore,  out 
of  all  povible  ooutrol  of  the  aettlen,  and  tn  from 
fear  of  ao  j  hdoeuoe  of  tbara,  and  could  there  wll 
Ibe  laadi  thej  live  on,  and  thdr  impravementg,  for 
their  utmott  nine,  arid  put  the  proceeds  of  th 
wbols  into  tbe  Trtasur;,  it  would  be  the  tcit  lai 
thing  I  ahoold  ever  doL  God  forbid  that  I  shoul 
Duke  gain  nod  profit  out  of  the  labors  of  these  Be 
Uen,  and  cairf  that  g^  Into  tbe  Treasury.  I  did 
not  itippose  anj  man  would  desire  that.  I  did 
•nppose  there  was  anj  one  who  would  consent  that 
ihe  incrtaaed  ralne  of  these  Unda,  caused  by  the 
libor,  the  toU,  and  thesweatof  the  settlers,  should  be 
lumed  to  the  adrantage  of  the  National  Treasury. 
rcrtainly,  cert^nly,  nr,  I  (hall  oppose  >U  proceed- 
ings leading  to  such  a  result  Tet,  the  member  from 
Kmtuck;  has  notlung  to  [Ht>pose,  bat  to  sell  tbe 
landa  at  ai>cti<m  for  the  most  they  will  bring,  at  a 
nle  ahich  be  ays  oiwht  to  be  perfectly  tne  and 
open  to  ereiybody,  and  to  carry  the  intjceeds  into 
the  Tieasoty.  let  the  aalea  go  on :  that  is  his  doc- 
trine Let  the  laws  take  their  course,  he  says,  aince 
as  liTe  under  a  GoTcmmcnt  of  laws.  HaTe  a  sale, 
nulte  it  free  and  open,  and  make  the  most  of  It. 
Lei  tlie  Oovenunenl  take  care  that  cTerybodj  who 
Tillies  tu  bid,  be  as  free  to  do  so  as  any  other  ;  and 
^t  no  GOmbioation,  no  priTilege,  no  pre-emption, 
be  auffered  to  exist 

"S'ow,  rir,  in  my  opinion,  all  this  la  what  we  can- 
not do.  If  we  wtHdd ;  and  what  we  on^it  not  to  do, 
ifve  oonld.  I  do  not  believe  we  can  have  an  aoc- 
tioQ,  uDder  existing  i  iiiiiiiistaiinii,  soch  as  the  gen- 
Tbe  known  condilitHr  "'  •>■■•— 
Impoanbli 
Be  will 
the  militi 

lite  iuthoritiea  in  maiDtwniiig  •  fojr  and  open  sale. 
^r,  is  it  discreet,  is  it  prudent,  to  retbi  to  eudi  a  re- 
^•me  as  that }  Is  ft  not  grratly  wiser,  and  gnatly 
bnter,  to  remore  the  occasion,  which  nMj  be  done 
*ithoat  Iqinry  lo  tbe  OorerUDent,  aod  In  perfect 
smutency  with  the  rights  of  othm,  lather  than  to 
Jiink  of  ench  measures  as  hare  been  luggeMed  T  For 
>n,  I  diadaim  all  «Kh  pcdioy." 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr,  Cbtt- 
nxDcf)  proposes  to  orant  pre-emptions  ezcla- 
lii-elj  to  tliose  worth  leas  than  $1,000,  for  the 
lole  purpose  of  aocomroodatjng  the  nee^  honest 
*tllers,  and  onltlTftton  of  the  soiL  Well,  ^r, 
•  hot  is  to  become  of  the  poor  and  needy  (to 
■ly  nothing  about  honesty)  speculator  nnder 
I  lU  arrangement.    Mr,  President,  if  the  Benn- 

•r  bad  known  the  situation  of  many  of  these 
luur,  needy,  and  I  may  add,  miserable  specn- 
itura,  I  feel  satisfied,  from  his  goodness  of 
U:ling,  that  he  conld  not  have  foand  it  in  his 
luart  to  have  proposed  their  exclnsion  fVom 
ibe  benefits  of  liis  system ;  of  which  charity 
■uold  seem  to  have  been  the  moving  Minsider- 
lUon.  Why,  dr,  trf  all  the  trnfortonate  beings 
in  tbe  commnnity,  none  eommend  themselvw 


more  to  onr  sympathy  and  charity  as  a  class, 
under  existing  circumstances,  than  these  same 

Eroecrihed  speculators  in  the  public  land;).  I 
elievet  however,  on  reflection,  that  they  will 
most  likely  find  their  relief  under  another  prop- 
osition snhmitted  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(Ur.  CRnmn>EK)— the  bankrapt  bill — which 
is  pressing  bard  upon  the  bill  under  oonsider- 
atioD,  rather  than  under  any  system  of  pre- 
emption which  could  be  devised  by  the  inge- 
nnity  of  gentlemen,  and  especially  if  the  ea»h 
principle  should  be  ret^ned,  an  I  assure  the 
Senator  that  most  of  them  are  very  tender- 
footed  on  this  subject  of  cash  payments,  Just  at 
the  present  time. 

Bnt,  Ur.  President,  is  there  no  reason  to 
fear  that  the  Senator,  lo  tbe  fiilness  of  his  sym- 
pathy for  these  poor  needy  tillers  of  the  soil, 
will,  if  hb  pronoeitioa  sncceeds,  do  more  mis- 
chi^to  that  class  of  individuals,  Ihan  to  any 
other,  hy  bia  tbonsand  dollar  restriction  t 
Suppose,  for  instance,  a  man  of  fifty  yean^ 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  and  an  un- 
healthy wife,  should  emigrate  from  Kentucky 
to  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  making  some  pro- 
vision for  his  children,  in  a  new  country, 
which,  from  his  scanty  means,  he  oonld  not  do 
In  Kentucky,  and  he  ehonld  m^fortunatelg 
happen  to  be  worth  $1,0G0;  would  yon 
exclude  him  trom  tbe  benefits  of  your  ^stem  1 
Yea,  air,  be  is  worth  fifty  dollars  too  much; 
and  if  be  desires  to  priKure  good  land,  most  buy 
second  band,  at  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  dollara 
per  acre,  and  yet  there  are  among  the  emi- 
grants to  the  West,  thousands  of  Jnst  «aoh 
Sersons  and  Gunilies.  I  never  will,  Hr,  Pres- 
ent, give  my  consent  to  any  inoh  pre-emp- 
tion law.  I  derire  that  all  anoh  laws  may  be  tree 
and  equal ;  that  the  rich  and  poor,  and  thole 
of  the  middle  degree,  may  all  fere  alike,  pro- 
vided they  will  settle  down  npon  the  land,  and 
cultival«  it. 

Sir,  1  have  lived  through  ■  period,  although 
not  yet  as  grey  as  my  old  friend  ftom  Uissonri, 
(Ur.  LiNif,)  and  in  reference  to  whom  I  n»e 
the  word  friend  as  no  common-place  term,  in 
which  we  have  had  many  itps  and  downs,  in 
the  way  of  hard  times  and  measures  of  relief ; 
and  my  experience  has  been,  w^th  but  feir 
exceptions,  that  the  "  poor  people,"  as  they  are 
called,  and  for  whose  benefit  these  measnres 
of  relief  are  ostenubly  proposed  to  be  enacted, 
are,  for  the  most  part,  the  very  persons  who 
sofier  tbe  most  by  them,  and  have  the  least 
occasion  for  their  enactment.  And  such  Is  the 
case  with  your  border  people,  who  are  repre- 
sented here  as  being  "poor  sqnatters,"  or 
rather  "  poor  intruders,"  upon  the  public  lands. 
Sir,  all  tbey  desire  by  vonr  l^islatlon  hero  is. 
that  you  shall  do  eqnal  Jnstioe  to  tbe  rich  and 
to  the  poor — by  selling  your  Isnd  at  one  dollar 
and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre  to  all  who 
are  willing  to  go  upon  and  cultivate  them. 
At  this  price,  the  poor  can  compete  with 
those  who  are  really  rich,  when  they  conld 
not  M  the  saleo,  by  aaoli(ai,  ud  only  derir* 
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that  those  who  go  first  upon  the  load  ehaQ 
have  the  preferenoe  ia  the  purchase  of  it.  Mr. 
President,  theae  squatters  are  the  men  who 
aroMmperparati.iiw^B  readj,  at  the  daj,  to 
pBj  their  |a00  for  their  160  acres  of  land; 
while  the  land  dealer,  or  qMcolator,  in  most 
cases,  can  porohase,  or  not  porchase,  as  the 
banks  for  the  time  being  happen  to  extend 
their  aooommodatiooa  in  that  way  or  not. 
Eow  is  it  with  the  bankrapt  hill,  which  is 
I  so  olose];  npoD  oar  tieels,  as  a  great 
e  of  relief)  Is  this  intended  for  the 
nnfortnnate  poor  man,  or  is  it  for  a  more 
favored  class  of  individnals  I  In  this  I  believe, 
Vr,  President,  the  thooBoiid  .dollar  principle 
works  the  other  way. 

But,  Ht.  Preddent,  if  this  scheme  for  dis- 
tribution succeeds,  are  we  not  in  danger  in 
the  ntw  States,  from  the  onpiditf  that  may 
be  excited  in  the  old  States,  to  make  it  excln- 
■ivelj  a  nvmay  measure,  with  an  eye  single  to 
the  dividcTidi,  of  having  the  price  raised  upon 
ns?  Bntmorethanthis:  have  we  not  Just  cause 
to  fear  thstan  attempt  will  be  made  to  limit  the 
settlements  to  snch  lands  onlj'  as  shall  be  snb- 

ieet  t«  private  entry,  and  that  onr  borders  are 
lereafter  to  he  conudered,  watched,  and  dealt 
with  as  a  band  of  lawless  depredators  and 
trespassers  I  What,  sir,  said  the  Senator  from 
Noilh  Carolina  (Mr.  UAi(OTiH)onthi3SQbject  but 
a  few  short  days  ago  ?  He  said,  if  I  remember, 
"  that  he  had  been  informed  that  great  depre- 
dations had  been  committ«d  upon  the  publio 
lands  in  the  West ;  that  these  trespasses  were 
considered  not  only  excusable,  but  honorable 
by  those  who  committed  them,  and  con- 
oloded  by  wamingtbe  old  States  to  watch  ^is 
interest  with  increased  vigilance,  and  to  adopt 
measaresto  prevent  such  spoliations  in  Aiture." 
Tboa,  Mr.  Prewdent,  I  suppose  we  are  to 
have  nnder  this  new  gnardianship,  a  t^rdvn 
of  epies^  or  common  informers,  upon  oor 
frontier — perhaps  one  fivm  each  of  the  old 
States — the  settlers  are  to  be  driven  of^  noIen« 
volaru,  by  a  military  force,  if  necessary — their 
cabinabnrneddown — their  crops  cntnp  and  de- 
stroyed, and  themselvea  subjected  to  fine  and 
imprisonment,  or  other  pains  and  penalties,  if 
they  should  happen  to  cross  over  the  border, 
and  cut  a  few  logs  for  a  cabin,  make  a  few  r^ 
to  fence  a  truck  patch,  or  even  cnt  down  a 
board  of  a  l>ee  tree,  although  it  may  be  cou' 
■idered  "honorable"  among  backwooidamen, 
in  acoordanoa  with  the  pnblio  sentiment  gener- 
ally, and  in  conformity  with  the  immemorial 
usage  of  tJbe  o«nmtry.  Sir,  let  me  tell  that 
Senator,  that  such  a  system  of  espionage  upon 
the  oitiiens  of  the  new  Statea,  hitherto  unpre- 
cedented, or  any  other  system  of  that  character, 
will  never  be  submitted  to. 

Mr.  President,  as  the  honorable  Senator 
frum  North  Carolina  (Mr.  MuiaiTu)  seems  to 
think  but  little  of  the  morals  of  onr  pioneer 
population,  on  account  of  their  koaoraiU  tra- 
paMtt  upon  the  public  landa,  as  he  is  pleased  to 
term  them,  I  beg  leave  to  set  him  right,  and  to 


quiet  his  ^iprehensions  on  that  tatjed,  b; 
referring  to  the  honorable  testimony  «f  tbi 


shortly  titer  he  bad  made  a  visit  lo  thii 
conn^,  and  when  their  character,  od  i  like 
occasion  to  the  present,  had  been  ciM  b 
question  here.    Mr.  Webotzb  sud: 

"Much  has  been  said  of  the  ^enl dtDMlct (1 
the  settlera.    1  have  no  extensiTe  hfonnliin.  ti, 
on  that  point,  and  had  not  intended  to  m;  aj  ta^ 
QpoD  iL    But  it  has  so  bi^pened  thit  I  hneneailt] 
been  lu  the  Korth-west,  and  have  met,  fori  tUM 
time,  with  many  of  these  settlers ;  ud,  bm  Aq 
have  been  spcdcen  of  here  wUh  so  madi  iKdaca,!      i 
feel  tioand  to  say  that,  so  flu'  as  my  kao*M|t  i      j 
them  goes,  they  do  not  deserve  it.    IJDdadMdlT,      j 
rir,  they  are  treapamers  in  the  contempUlioDidn. 
Tbey  know  tbat  very  nil.     Thej  are  on  tbe  ptUi      i 
lands  without  title;  bat  then  they  saj  that  Ibc  lont      | 
of  the  GovenuDent  hetetofore  has  beeasodiBlta- 
dnee  and  encourage  tbem  to  go  where  lixj  at ;  ai 
that  they  are  ready  and  willlt^  to  do  all  tlut  Goret- 
meut  has  required  from  otbets  in  ilnular  om» 
sUnces  ;  that  is,  to  pay  for  (he  lands  at  the  kkuhb 
price.    Tbey  have  ttte  geoeral  character  of  tnnia 
men  :  they  are  hardy,  advenCorous,  snd  uitdinaa 
Thej  have  come  from  lar,  to  cMabUah  (honnlnsiai 
famiUes  in  new  abodca  in  the  West.    Tber  ■Rian' 
to  me  to  be  industrioos  and  labraloiis;  ud  I  m* 
DothlnE-  hi  tbdr  chanoter  or  conduct  Ibat  iuH 
jtntly  draw  npon  them  exprcMlona  of  ocnboMl}  ti 
leproacb." 

But,  Mr.  President,  thu  plan  of  testrirtnit 
the  sales,  and  of  consequence  the  settlemMti, 
to  snch  lands  only  as  ahall,  for  the  time  Itrin;, 
bo  sobjectto  private  entry,  is  no  new  dottrist 
As   far  back  as  December,  I82i>,  now  *l(«ii 

Sears  ago,  Mr.  Foot,  of  OonnectdGot,  tbM  t 
enator  on  this  floor,  introduced  a  resohti* 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Pahlie  lu^ 
toinqnire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  tl« 
sales  of  pnblic  land  for  a  certain  petioi, 
to  snch  only  as  had  been  befbre  that  time  off^ 
ed  for  sale,  and  subject  to  private  enby  at  tM 
minimum  price ;  and  also  whether  the  elEn 
of  Sorveyor  General  might  not  be  aboJiiW 
withont  detriment  to  the  public  ioteH*. 
This,  air,  was  a  Jlstinct  propoeitioo,  («ij 
ing  from  a  distingniahod  Senator  from  an*" 
State,  not  only  to  restrict  the  sales  to  1» 
lands  subject  to  private  entry,  but  to  stop  to 
surveys,  and  even  to  abolish  the  office  a 
Surveyor  General,  so  that  no  more  cobUm 
'  I  in  future.  Here,  tbeo,  we  have  « 
oio.iipllfieation  of  the  record  of  what  we  rf 
the  new  States  may  expect,  if  the  oH  ib«m 
once  fairly  get  their  clutches  npon  these  p«wf 
lands.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  here  was  a  prop 
oaition  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted,  woojfl 
put' an  end  to  all  the  inducements  lo  esH- 
gratioD.  The  operatives  (aa  they  are  «ll«d) 
■ould  have  remained  in  the  manafact<ai»  <* 
9  tenants  and  dependants  in  aome  form  le 
.jeir  more  wealthy  neighbors.  In  the  oW 
States,  and  all  the  fadlities  for  the  ei'™*'* 
of  our  settlements  and  improveineDt  «  the 
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cooatrj,  broken  up  aai  atterlr  destroyed. 
And  Dot  01117  BO ;  fur  we  shul  noon  have 
ckinu  wt  op)  ander  a  varietf  of  pretenceH, 
lo  certaLn  ratiible  proportions  of  this  great 
trust  fund,  ^as  it  has  been  coUed,)  in  tLe  waj 
of  bsck  radons,  with  a  jutt  vita,  dovhtlat,  qf 
tqaaluatton,  in  respect  to  the  tanib  which 
Itsve  be«D  granted  to  the  n«u  States  for 
internal  improvements  and  the  piuposes  of 
edocation ;  and  for  this,  also,  we  are  not 
vithont  precedent.  As  far  back  as  JonnarT', 
1821,  Hr.  Llojd,  of  Massachusetts  then  a 
member  of  this  bod/,  snbmitted  for  considera' 
tioa  a  resolution  instmeting  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj 
of  granting  lands  for  the  purpose  of  edacation 
viStin  the  limits  of  the  old  States,  corre- 
sponding whh  the  appropriations  which  bad 
been  made  for  the  same  object  within  the 
rimits  of  the  ium  States.  Bad  that  Senator 
forgotten  that  these  lands  for  school  pnrposes 
were  granted  by  virtue  of  compacts,  and  in 
conseqaenee  of  a  valuable  consideration,  on 
the  psrt  oF  the  new  States,  and  were  not  mere 
donations)  And  what  was  that  consideration  T 
Take  the  Stale  of  Illinois  for  example.  Con- 
gress igrsea,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Uoited  States, 
that  section  No.  IS,  in  everj  township,  shall  be 
reserved  for  the  use  of  schools ;  to  gnuit  to  the 
State  sU  salt  springs,  and  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  nse  of  tlie  same ;  five  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
KiUiin  the  State;  two-flftha  to  be  disbursed 
bf  Congress  in  making  roads  in  the  State,  and 
t&ree-fiflbs  b;  the  State  Legislature  for  the 
eocoBTBgemetitofleaming;  and  an  entire  town- 
sliip  of  land  for  a  university.  For  which 
fsvors,  Elinois  agrees,  on  her  part,  that  she 
«ill  exempt  from  taxation  all  lands  sold  after 
the  1st  of  Janoary,  1B19,  fur  ^10  jean;  all 
Isodi  granted  for  military  bounties  for  tiros 
jesrs  from  the  date  of  the  patents;  and  lliat 
slie  would  not  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
liigher  than  those  of  residents.  This  was 
tlie  consideration,  and  what  does  it  amoant  to  1 
According  to  the  report  of  the  Commiasioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  the  amount  of 
money  received  on  acctmnt  of  sales  of  the 
miblie  lands,  in  that  State,  into  the  national 
Ireuary,  ia  stated  at  tt4,207',046 ;  the  num- 
ber of  acres  sold  at  (1  2S  per  acre,  would  be 
11.3Ga,S36. 

These  lands,  if  subject  to  taxation  from  the 
iij  of  aale,  Kt  two  cents  per  acre  per  annum, 
yhich  corresponds  with  ttie  rate  of  taxation 
ia  that  State,  bclnding  the  road  tax,  would, 
in  ^t  years,  produce  to  the  State  the  sum  of 
tl,13S,660.  Tlie  quantity  of  laud  appropriated 
for  military  bonntiesb  stated  at  about  8,000,000 
seres.  This,  at  the  same  ral«  <^  tasatioa  for 
Ufh  jeara,  would  Amount  to  $910,000;  nak- 
mg  together  the  sum  of  $1,846,040;  and  this 
■Jitera  of  exemption  from  taxes  Is  still  going 


ttill  nnsold  in  that  StAte.    And  what  smgnnt 


of  lands  has  been  granted  to  Illinois,  for  vari- 
ous purposes,  internal  improvement,  education 
and  all,  in  consideration  of  this  exemption  t 
Why,  sir,  according  to  the  Commissioner's 
report  from  which  I  have  quoted,  1,6ST,817 
acres  up  to  January  1st,  1940 ;  and  I  believe, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  "  signs  of  the  times" 
here,  that  we  have  received  bnt  precious  little 
tince,  with  a  very  gloomy  prospect  for  the 
hereafter.  These  facts,  I  tmst,  Hr.  President 
will  put  to  rest  this  Question  of  eavalaatiotk, 
at  least  OS  it  r^ards  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  t 
think  that  all  nnpr^udiced  men  will  agree,  to 
use  a  Wall  street  eiprestion,  that  we  have 
granted  a  pretty  broad  maiwlo  to  TJnoIe  Sam 
for  all  the  favors  and  privikges  he  has  con- 
ferred ;  to  say  nothing  of  our  refl^ning  to  tax 
oUthe  lands  for  an  indeflnite  period  of  time, 
during  the  eontinuanoe  of  thdr  ownership  by 
the  United  States. 

Vr.  HcnBAsn,  spoke  at  much  length  In  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment  of  Hr.  OBmstmxx 
and  the  distribution  policy. 

Hr.  H.  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Uessn. 
Oauiouh,  Wxbstbb,  Beston,  Ciat  of  Ala- 
bama, PtBBCE,  IIiHsaBfloii',  Brrxs,  Boun, 
FoRTBB,  and  CavmSBts.  Uessrs.  Pieboe 
and  BoANK  stat«d  that  they  .would  vote  for 
Mr.  YonNo'a  amendment  merely  becaose  they 
preferred  it  to  that  of  Mr.  Cbittxiiiibk,  but 
that  they  were  opposed  to  the  passage  of  either 
of  them. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Touvo's 
amendment,  and  it  was  decided  as  follows  : 

YzAS. — Uessrs.  Allen,  AoderaoD,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
CUy  of  Alabuna,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Houton,  Nictwlss,  Nicholson,  Norrell,  Herce,  Bosne, 


Kentucky,  Gsyton,  CriHenden,  Dlion,  Oishaio, 
Henderson,  Hubbird,  Hunthigtou,  Eer,  Knight, 
llu^;um,  Ifenlck,  Fhelpe,  Porter,  Frantiss,  PieabHi, 
RiTes,  Roggles,  Smith  of  CoDoectiaat,  Smith  of  In- 
diuia.  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tsllmsdgs,  Will,  Web- 
ster, White,  WiUluns,  and  Wrij^kt— 81. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Cerr- 
rssBKH'a  motion  to  recommit  with  instruo- 
tions,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Bates,  Bsysid,  Bachaniii,  CUr  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittendea,  DJxon,  Orsbom,  Hunt- 
ington, Ker,  Kn%ht,  Mangum,  llenlc^  Phelps,  Fren- 
tiM,  Siugles,  Sidth  of  Indlsna,  Sonthiid^  Stoigeou, 
Tsllmai&e,  Webster,  and  White— S2. 

Hats.— Meam.  ADeu,  AndetKn,  Benton,  Oak 
boun,  (3ay  of  AlrimiMy  Falton,  Henderson,  finb- 
bud,   Ktng,    Iiu^    Lumi^in.   Meaton,   Nidiolai, 


pan,  Wslker,  W^  WilUama,  Wii^  and  To«i« 


Ulen^Ai 
,  __  .  lo,  Fultc   . 

King,  tSnn,  Lumpkin,  Xonten,  Mdwlos^  KUudsott, 
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NorT«]l,  Pkrce,  Porter   Bobiiuoii,  Serier,  fimidi  of 

CoimecUcat,  Smith  of  Indikna,  Btuiveoit,  Tallmadge, 
Ttppsn,  W«lker,  W»II,  Webster,   WMW,  WIUiwM, 


tuck;,  CUytoo,  Crittenden,  Diion,  Gnlwm,  Boat- 
ington,  Ker,  Enulit,  HaDgum,  Merrick,  Fhelpa, 
PrentiH,  FMton,  RlTea,  Bome,  Rng^ca,  ind  Sonlli- 


EOUSB  OF  BEPBB8BNTATIVXB. 

WMamaDi.r,  Febniarj  8. 
Yetei  Jbr  Prendeiit  and  Viee  Preiident, 

Mr.  CnaBna  said  ha  wu  inBtmetad  bj  Uie 
Jwat  Oonunlttee  Mipmiit«d  to  exmniDe  the  TOtea 
for  Fr««ident  and  Viee  PreeidMit  of  the  United 
BtatM,  and  to  notify  the  perwiu  elected  of  their 
election,  to  ask  that  the  Hddm  concur  in  the 
following  reiolntioii : 

Setolted,  That  the  two  Honsn  wSI  assemble  b 
die  chunber  of  the  Hoose  of  BepresentatiTta,  on 
Wedneidaj,  tba  lOth  of  FebcwTs  al  IS  o'clo«A,  and 
the  Frteldent  of  tbe  Senate  «h«n  be  predding  oficer ; 
that  one  penoa  be  appointed  ■teller  on  fliepart  of 
tbe  Senate,  and  tiro  on  tlie  part  of  the  Hooae  of  Bep- 
rCMntatlveB,  to  make  a  list  of  the  *ote«  «a  thej'  tbiu 
be  dedand ;  that  the  leonlt  ibill  be  decUred  to  the 
Freddent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the 
•tate  of  the  Tote,  and  tbe  penons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  ■■  aferaaald,  which  ahalL  be  deemed  a  deda- 
latlon  of  the  persona  elected  Preddent  ud  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  SUtea,  and,  tc^etber  with  a  list 
of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  joomsla  of  the  two 

Tli«  reaolntioa  waa  coDenired  In. 
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Vr.  Ojamxvxs  then  moTed  the  ipedal  or- 
der be  taken  up,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a 
tmifonn  system  of  bankmpte;  tbrooghout  the 
United  States. 

Jli.  Ou,T,  of  Alabama,  hoped  the  qneatioo 
would  first  be  taken  on  the  reoonunUment,  m 
the  disposal  <^that  qneetion  might  alao  dispose 
of  the  uifltraotiona.  He  then  intimated  that  he 
■faonld  Tote  agBinst  tbe  reeommitowiit,  hot  be 
HM  nadj,  in  the  mean  time,  to  hear  any  prop- 
ortion that  gentlemen  ml^t  baye  to  make. 

Hr.  WmoBT  begged  it  might  be  nnderstood, 
that  it  the  Senate  reAised  to  recommit,  aB  the 
instmotionB,  as  instniotions,  vonld  foil  with  it, 
and  no  vote  could  be  taken  npon  them.  Be 
wl^ed  the  Senate  to  bear  this  in  mind. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  recommit  waa  negatived — ajes  16,  noes  80. 

Hr,  EcxBABD  then  moved  an  amuidment  to 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  pnrport  of  which 
VM  to  inoinde  honking  and  teadiug  iooorpora- 


tions  within  its  provisions,  and  he  cslltd  tet 
the  sjres  and  noee  thereon. 

ih.  BvoBABur  inqnired  whether  tbe  Seas- 
tor  from  New  Hampshire  did  not  intend  to  fii 
some  partioolar  time  for  the  commenteoiuit  of 
the  operattMi  of  that  provimon. 

Hr.  HtnBAso  haa  intended  to  fii  i  timt 
when  the  bill  shonld  take  effect,  if  his  imaA 
ment  were  adopted,  otherwise  such  a  motioa 
would  be  Tmneceseor;. 

iir.  Cl^t,  of  Alabama,  had  given  an  intiiss- 
tion  a  few  da^s  ago  that  ho  Bhoold  vote  igaintt 
inclading  banking  incorporations  in  tbe  lill;k 
had  made  a  motion  to  strike  oat  a  cIum  to 
that  efiec^  at  tbe  last  seaainn,  and  on  rdeniif 
to  the  conatitntions  of  tbe  old  States,  he  vK 
confirmed  in  the  determination  tn  whidilnbid 
come.  He  then  read  extracts  from  tita  oauli- 
tntion  of  Alabama,  to  show  that  banks  wen  «- 
tablished  by  the  sovereign  anthoritj  d  tk 
State— in  some  of  which,  m  fact,  the  8t*tebeid 
capital — and  therefore  he  contended  that  be, 
as  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  conld  not  ei»»i 
to  vote  to  extend  snch  a  provision  tJ  tbii  Ul 
to  auch  Stato  incorporations,  as  tbe  State  TinU 
necessarily  be  afi'ected  bj  such  an  enadmel 
He  waa  <mposed  in  everj  point  of  ™»  to  :it 
intermeddluig  in  State  Institutions  in  tbe  mu- 
ner  proposed,  or  to  their  Memuing  powera  iIlkI 
did  not  belong  to  them. 

The  Senator  from  Missonri  (tii.  BMXNs)lii 
given  them,  the  other  day,  as  part  of  bis  vp' 
ment,  a  long  extract  from  a  letter  writl«ii  b; 
the  present  Chief  Ha(>traU  of  tbis  Untos,  t> 
some  oommittee,  daring  the  last  soiomer.  lo 
return,  ho  (Hr.  Cut)  propoeed  to  resd,  m 
rather  more  orthodox,  the  remarks  «f  Seeiur 
Van  Bureo,  which  he  thought  would  be  found 
to  contain  the  better  argumenL  The  eitna 
to  which  he  referred  was  as  follows: 

"  Ur.  Tan  Boren  did  not  think  that  ■btP^ 
dlCBculty  existed  In  this  question.  To  klm  ibcmM- 
ter  wis  dear  ;  but  lua  ImptetrioitB  bed  been  (B"** 
bj  Screral  Senators,  and  he  woald  pnibsct  tbr  ^ 
bate  but  a  moraest,  to  ^re,  very  briefly,  U>  "^ 
of  the  matter.  It  certainly  aimcMod  to  Urn,  >W  I 
one  momeat'e  reflection  woald  decide  gu*h"" 
against  the  amendment  propoaed  by  bit  Mcti  Ih*  i 
"    -'   Carolina.    It  had  been  said  lonMity,  •*' ■* 

I  ooneions,  (hat  tbe  States  had  no  lifU  >     I 

giant  bank  cbarten,  and  that  the  benkisg  fniilV 
belonged  eidusiTdy  to  tbe  Fedenl  Gowtnw* 
No  direot  attAipt,  howeier,  had  hitherto  bam  now 
to  deprive  the  States  of  that  power  which  ■'^'T 
long  exercised  unmolested.  But  now  die  lOa^ 
waa  to  be  made,  (if  not  in  an  open  and  nDtqiu"^ 
manner,  at  least  In  an  indirect  way,)  ta  Krip  » 
States  of  the  power  of  chartering  baiki  At  "T 
■  iflt  were  contended  tiwt  thta  pnni*iii  *^» 
„.  .jfiir,  It  eontd  not  be  denied  that  HininAM  a 
the  T^^atatioti  wbieb  Btste  GvmomaM  "^J^ 
adopted  tor  the  govemmetA  of  Ibeaa  ta"''*'^ 

am«£ant  kat  it-  «" 

Blothe»a«BW"'^ 

Ihej  shall  eierdse  their  soTereignV  in  "•■  P^ 
Isr,  and  p«untB  out  what  pendty  stoU  be  uiSkw  » 
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ne  Ihe  diuten  gruted  b;  the  States  ire  TiolAted. 
n  fut,  it  pointi  out  what  the  prlTileees  gnnted  to 
k  IncotpontloDa  ttaiU  be,  bj  dictauig  the  forfci- 
irei,  nd  itinctiiig  whit  th«  comptuiM  km;,  end 
■hit  Ihcjr  maj  dM  do.  AH  (his  hia  hitherto  beoi 
Iocs  bj  the  State*.  Tbej  bare  unimed  the  direo- 
in  oi  tbeee  nUteM  la  a  right,  which  the;  doubtkat 
ave.  And  in  lududiog  thu  robjact  of  cocpotaUotu 
n  tbe  bill  now  beTora  the  Senate,  ft  will  be  taken 
ntirelj  riom  the  Statea,  and  aulqected  to  the  power 
if  the  banknipt  rjtl/eta.  This  wm  nerer  done,  and 
icTcr  aCtemplcd  in  anj  conntiy  on  the  face  of  the 
^obe.  In  England,  Buch  a  pro«IsioD  waa  nerer 
Ireamed  of — nor  did  he  belieTe  that,  when  the  con- 
titutioD  waa  Aamed,  nich  an  attribale  waa  imagined 
17  tboae  who  aathoriied  the  eetabliahnieitt  of  a  bank- 
vgl  ijrienL  He  did  not  aoeede  to  Ihe  o[dnion,  that 
Ih  iTMem  had  power  orer  all  chartered  inatitntions. 
i;  tbe  Ter;  natare  of  their  ■iworiation,  tbej  were,  in 
MM  ropecta,  exempted  Ihim  ita  openidon,  and  no 
neb  power  was  exer  oontemplated,  or  wia,  at  "''' 

KNnent,  under  the  moat  extended  t — ' '~~ 

];ed  bf  the  Geoeral  Qovenuueat" 

Thus  it  woaM  be  seen  Senator  Tan  Bnren 
00k  Tiewi  which  vera  now  enUrtained  bj 
ome  Senators  then  on  that  floor  on  tlie  Bamc 
object,  against  the  propoBttion,  on  conititattoD- 
1]  gronadi.  It  was  clear  to  him  (Hr.  Clat)  that 
f  CoDgKM  ootild  assume  snch  power  over  the 
lankiDgiDstitutiona  of  the  States,  it  could  do  that 
rhich  wotdd.  amoant  to  a  forfeitare  of  their 
i^tj ;  if  it  could  do  tbat,  it  conld  tax  their 
missoiu,  and  thereby  aHome  a  power  which 
he  partj  with  which  he  act«d  bad  erer  dis- 
laitned.  lo  Alabama  there  waa  a  compact 
wtween  thew  inatitntions  and  the  State,  and 
Uabsma  had  porticutarlr  reseired  to  herself 
11  power  to  control  thia  matter,  A  saspennon 
if  specie  pajmenta,  b^  such  a  clause,  would 
nbjeci  tbe  banka  to  the  operation  of  tbe  bank- 
Qpt  law,  and  thia  waa  a  matter  which  the 
itatee  alone  ahoiUd  control,  and  for  which  the 
'tale  LegtslatureB  Bboold  inflict  the  penaltj 
ihich,  under  the  dramnstanoea  of  tbe  case, 
night  be  joat  tnd  equitable.  The  8tate  banks 
laa  been  sanotiooed  b;  the  Eieootive  of  this 
kivemmeat,  where  thej  were  made  the  de- 
iriloriea  of  ita  treaanrea,  and  Congress  conld, 
a  DO  prioeiple,  aa;  they  ^bonld  be  put  down, 
rithoat  the  ddegation  of  express  power.  For 
och  a  propoeidoD  as  that  now  made,  he  waa 
>»t  prepared,  nor  did  ho  beliere  that  the  people, 
cIioQ  he  In  part  represented,  were  prepared 
X  it,  and  therefore  He  sbonld  rote  a^nst  the 
mendment. 

Mr,  HcBBABD  agreed  so  to  modify  his  amend- 
lent,  as  to  make  it  take  effect  on  the  let  of 
annarj,  1842.  He  then  add  it  had  been 
ended,  and  properly  contended,  that  Congress 
lOuBued  the  power  to  paea  a  hul  to  establish  a 
Jiiform  fratem  of  banknmtoy,  and  that  it  might 
e  passed  for  the  relief  01  the  debtor,  as  well  as 
or  the  benefit  of  the  creditor  ■  now  it  stmck  him 

liat  no  nataralperaons  should  be  indoded, 

ban  the  artificial.  It  was  not  every  State  that 
ttsine  stoekholders  in  the  banks,  but  did.it  make 
1]'  dificrence  whether  it  was  the  State  or   a 


member  of  the  Stale  that  held  the  stock  ?  Bo 
far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  where  the  State 
was  the  stockholaer,  things  were  dianaged  as 
bad  as  they  coidd  be,  and  with  less  care  and 
secoritj  to  the  pablio  than  when  the  institn- 
tions  were  composed  of  individuals  ezdnsiTely. 
Bat  where  was  the  difi'erencet  Take  Alaba- 
ma; her  constitution  gave  her  tbe  power  to 
establish  banks ;  but  did  it  say  that  she  shoold 
hold  the  stock  in  all  futnre  time  I  Did  it  pro- 
vide that  it  sbonld  never  bo  snrrendered,  and 
become  tbe  property  of  individoals  in  any  fu- 

Hr,  Benton.    If  anybody  will  buy  it. 

Mr.  Hubbard.  Tea,  if  anybody  wonld  bny 
it.  He  t«ok  it  that  it  sbonld  be  handed  over 
at  the  pleasure  of  tbe  Stat«,  and  when  so  trans- 
ferred, that  it  should  become  the  property  of 
individnols.  He  asked  whether  the  events  of 
the  last  feir  years  had  not  shown  it  to  be  high 
time  tbat  the  banks  ahoutd  he  brought  within 
some  inch  providon  t  There  was  not  a  solvent 
and  sound  mstitntion  in  the  State  in  which  ha 
lived  bnt  would  desire  such  a  provision,  for  it 
would  go  efileotaally  to  secure  the  credit  and 
to  give  efficiency  and  value  to  iostitatJona  of 
this  kind.  These  inoorporations  had  peculiar 
privileges  conferred  upon  them— they  could 
make  their  hills  onrrent  as  money,  and  then 
they  oonld  suspend  when  they  pleaaed ;  and  it 
■truck  him  that  the  holders  of  their  notes 
should  have  a  remedy,  by  making  these  incor- 
porations subject  to  the  operation  of  a  bill  of 
this  sort.  Ifow  what  security  had  the  holders 
of  their  notes  I  If  anch  a  provision  as  this  bad 
been  heretofore  in  operation,  wonld  the  bill- 
holders  have  Bustainea  the  louea  to  which  they 
had  been  eompelled  to  snbmit  by  tbe  fiulnre 


mode  as  oomprehetirire  as  poeriUe ;  he  wished 
to  relieve  the  unfortunate  debtor,  and  also  to 
secure  tbe  rights  of  the  honest  creditor,  and 
there  were  no  more  unfortunate  debtors  iti  the 
land  than  those  who  were  obliged  to  take  the 
paper  of  the  banks ;  and  with  these  views,  he 
had  made  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Sbvies  was  astonished  that  the  amend* 
meot  of  the  Senator  Irom  New  Hampshire  (Hr. 
HnBBABD)  was  not  broader  than  it  was,  and 
that  it  was  not  thereby  provided  that  the  In- 
debted States  Bbould  be  put  up  at  auction. 
Why  did  not  the  Senator  carry  out  bis  princi- 
ple, and  sell  the  States  when  tbey  failed  to  pay 
their  dividends!  He(Mr.  Sbvibb)  wasoppMod 
to  all  such  prefects ;  and  as  long  as  he  was 
there,  offend  whosoever  it  may — Mr.  Van  Bn- 
ren or  any  one  else — he  would  vote  against 
them.  His  friend  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Olat) 
had  read  a  provision  of  tbe  conadtntdon  of  tbat 
State  in  jastifloation  of  his  vote ;  the  oonstitu- 
tion  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  contained  a  simi- 
larprovlrion;  and  if  the  Itanks  suspended,  it  was 
for  the  State  to  interfere  with  the  agents  acting 
under  her  authority.  What  right  had  they, 
sitting  In  that  Senate  ditmber,  as  the  servants 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


Fkudabt,  lUl.] 


[Mm  Cm. 


of  the  Sutea,  to  oritioUa  the  honsehold  of  their 
moaters  at  home  t    He  wu  opposed  to  sU  wxch 

SroJeetB,  and  ao  lon^  as  he  remained  tliere  nn- 
istmcted,  he  should  conUnne  to  vote  agelnat 
tbem.  Besides,  the  canntr?  was  dov  some- 
what embarraased,  and  if  erer  there  waa  b  time 
for  the  exernige  of  forbearance  and  charity, 
this  waa  the  time  for  the  exercise  of  those  vir- 
tues. 

Mr.  HuntKBSON  was  gUd  to  hear  the  kn- 
guagd  which  had  Jnat  fallen  fhim  the  Senator 
from  ArkouaatL  This  was  a  qnestion  of  power 
and  ot  ooDStitntioaal  right;  if  it  were  a  qaes- 
tion  of  exMdienoj,  he  might  vote  fbr  including 
banks  wiUiin  the  proviuon  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire ;  but  he  eonld  see,  no  more 
than  could  the  Senator  from  Arttansas,  the  an- 
thoritj  thej  po»iessed  to  inolnde  the  banks, 
which  were  hot  an  emanation  jrom  or  a  scin- 
tjllation  of  the  States,  sent  forth  to  be  recalled 
At  pleasure.  If  the;  coold  lnt«rfer6  with  an; 
portion  of  the  sovereigntj  of  the  States,  tfae^ 
could  interfere  with  all  their  sovereigntj. 
Why,  he  might  ask,  with  the  Senator  from 
Arkanua,  were  not  tbe  States  themselves  in- 
olnded  in  this  bill  1  for  they  got  into  debt  If 
thejr  eonld  Inolnde  the  incorporations  of  the 
States,  why  coold  thej  not  indnde  the  States 
tfaemselvest  Why,  in  his  opinion,  there  eonld 
not  l>e  a  greater  orrogation  of  power  tlian 
wonld  be  assnmed  by  the  Oongress  of  the 
United  States,  If  this  amendment  should  be 
adopted.  It  wonld  be  to  give  this  Govern- 
ment sapreme  dominion  over  the  States,  and 
to  take  it  from  the  people  in  their  sovereign 
capacity.  He  objected,  then,  to  this  proposi- 
tion, as  a  simple  question  of  power. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Oonnecticnt,  followed,  and 
contended  fbr  the  right  of  Congress  to  extend 
a  banknipt  law  to  banking  institntions.  He 
argoed  that,  if  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign 
power  of  a  Stat«  in  the  inoorporation  of  these 
itutitationa  exeinded  them  ttom  the  operations 
of  this  law,  th^  exercise  of  similar  sovereign 
power  wonld  exclude  taadiog  oorporalions  also. 
The  whole  beneflclal  cmeration  of  the  law  on 
trade  and  commerce  will  be  thwarted  by  the 
aolJoQ  of  the  State  Legislatures.  So  far  as  the 
Ststea  may  choose  to  give  charters  of  incor- 
poration to  thdr  dtisens,  they  are  entirely  ex- 
empt froan  Its  opentitM.  A  State,  if  it  thinks 
tm^,  m^  inoorporatA  all  its  citizens.  There 
u  8  general  law  of  iitomTKiration  in  the  State 
of  Oonneotient,  by  which  every  citizen  of  tbe 
State  msy  be  incorporated,  and  of  course,  if 
the  doetrme  contentwd  for  tij  some  gentlemen 
be  correct,  will  be  exempt  Inim  the  operations 
ot  this  law.  He  held  that  a  6Ut«  had  no  right 
to  diveet  itself  of  its  sovereignty  in  this  man- 
ner, if  the  eSbot  of  doing  ao  wonld  be  to  create 
privileged  clmes  In  tbe  oommopity. 

Mr,  UALHODK  rose,  not  to  protract  the  de- 
bate, nor  to  enter  st  large  into  the  argument 
nptHi  the  point  immediately  la  discussion,  but 
to  reply  to  a  remark  of  the  Senator  fifom  New 
ToTK,  who  had  adduced  the  only  argument  in 


favor  of  including  Inoorporations  which  lud 
the  semblance  of  plauBiUlitj'.  The  fioitsr 
says  that  if  we  have  the  power  to  pan  i  liv, 
operative  upon  natural  persons,  in  tbtir  isdi- 
vidnal  c(q)acitj  as  dtiiena  of  a  Statt^ba  «ra 
see  no  reason  to  prevent  our  Including  IbiM 
persons  assodateo  in  companies  witli  eorjo- 
rote  powers  granted  by  State  Legiditnm. 
He  con  see  no  reason  to  exempt  so  trtificiil 
body  from  the  operation  of  a  law  to  wludi  tbe 
naturai'body  Is  snl^ecL  Kow  the  vetj  fttt  of 
this  body  being  of  State  creation,  is  the  msn 
why  it  should  t>e  exempt  from  theopen^Mof 
our  laws.  Tliis  Government  cannot  oontnJ  a 
interfere  with  the  States  in  their  tpntopriw 
spheres  of  action  ;  nor  can  the  States  iulemipt 
or  interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  Ftdnil 
Government  in  its  legitimate  sphere.  If  i  SlitB 
Legislature  incorrKirates  banks,  we  obM 
teach  them.  And  in  relation  to  the  Vield 
States  Bank,  the  court  below  has  decicM  tlul 
it  could  not  be  interfered  with  by  State  » 
thority.  He  wonld  not  go  Into  this  atjaiDnt 
but  under  every  view  in  which  he  had  ewita- 
plated  it,  he  considered  it  the  bddeit  ssnuni- 
tion  of  power  ever  proposed  to  be  confcnei 
upon  the  Federal  Government.  If  we  em  ow- 
rule  State  legislation  in  regard  to  inconfft' 
tions,  what  act  of  a  State  con  bo  con»i«fsi 
aocred  from  our  interference  t  Tbe  terj  taw 
of  the  ailment  is  that  the  States  are  nMnpi- 
blo  of  doing  their  duty,  and  we,  patriotic  »t 
step  in  and  do  it  for  them.  The  Senator  fnti 
Arkansas  hod  not,  in  his  opinion,  pnrired  <be 
argument  too  for,  when  be  sdd  if  yoa  jii"^ 
the  incorporated  companies  of  a  State  uii^i 
oommisBion  of  bankruptcy,  you  miglit  leit  tt- 
tempt  to  place  the  State  herself  in  the  ^ 
position.  This  whole  amiment  was  in  ftw* 
the  fact  that  England  bad  nevw  atCempM 
to  extend  her  banknipt  laws  over  incorpB* 
tions. 

He  then  entered  into  the  quesUtm  of  tbe  «■ 
pediency  of  this  measure.  To  indnde  Ibw 
incorporations  in  a  bankrupt  bill  wooli  IwW 
place  fonr-fifths  of  Uie  hnnness  mea  of  tw 
conutry  in  a  commission  of  bankrnptcr-  ^ 
banks  have  now  owing  to  them  from  ths  tm- 
mnnity,  at leastfive hundred mflUons of ddlwj 
and  to  snhject  them  to  a  bankrupt  lav.  tow 
subject  every  man  who  owed  them  to  the  w* 
process,  and  your  commissioners  of  in*ot'«>7 
would  have  half  tiie  property  of  the  TnicB  o 
their  hands.  Public  feeling  wonld  rebel  "fK"^ 
this  state  of  things,  and  your  law  woniJ  " 

Mr.  Clat.  of  Alabama,  submitted  s  f^re- 
marks  in  reply  to  the  Senstor  from  Ke*  It^ 
Every  SUte  had  a  right  to  deal  with  htr  no- 
tations BS  she  thonriit  proper.  Tbt  Sttal'* 
said  that  New  York  had  placed  her  b*^  ^ 
der  the  operation  of  a  bantrnpt  law.  H*  ■" 
had  a  perfect  right  to  do ;  but  did  BOt  t^ 
Senator  perceive  the  diflbrenee  betwwo  •" 
State  doing  this  herself  and  the  FederJ  W; 
ernment  assuming  the  power  to  de  i"  ""' 
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loppow  we  inoorponte  this  amendmciit  into 
t)MbiU,aiidit;Uatteinptcd  tobeeuforaednpon 
Iba  banks  of  New  York,  will  there  not  be  a 
coiflicC  of  JnrisdiclioQ  between  tbe  State  and 
UaiCed  States  OommiwioDen  of  InsolTenoj', 
lod,  if  so,  which  will  prsTwl  ?  If  the  course 
punned  bj  New  York  id  this  matter  be  bene' 
Sclal,  let  it  be  imitBtea  hj  other  8tat«B ;  bat  It 
iinaargnineDt  far  this  G^tvernment  to  aa»ume 
the  pow«r  of  placing  the  property  of  a  State 
in  the  hud»  of  a  oommisrioner  of  the  Federal 
GovernmenL  He  then,  at  Boma  length,  de- 
tcribed  the  oonnection  beween  the  Btate  and 
tlie  banks  of  Alabama.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  look  to  the  oonseqaencM  of  this  doc- 
trine ;  and  if  it  waa  attempted  to  be  carried 
oat,  he  tfaonght  it  veiy  probable  thej  would 
won  hear  from  the  States  who  were  interested. 
Mr.  Waiaat  hod  bat  a  few  remorka  to  moke 
in  reply.  As  to  the  oonneotion  of  the  State  of 
a  with  her  b&nka,  be  wonid  ask  if  the 


notes,  and  other  liabilities  of  the  bunks  t 
BhB  did  not,  he  couhl  not  see  the  course  of  the 
Senator^!  argument  Then,  as  to  the  srga- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina.  He 
aajs  that  within  their  respective  spheres  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments most  not  conflict  with  each  other,  and 
instanoes  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Oourii  in 
the  case  of  UcCollocb,  to  show  that  the  States 
have  no  power  over  a  company  chari»red  by 
the  Federal  GoTemment.  Kow  this  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  no  law  to  him.  It 
pretapposed  theFederol  Government  had  pow- 
er to  charter  a  banking  incorporation,  which 
he  denied.  Bat  sappoee  the  decision  correct, 
what  did  it  amount  to.  Only  that  a  law  of 
CoDgreB,  constitutionally  passed,  is  superior 
to  the  law  of  a  Btote;  and  the  Senator  says, 
trgv,  this  GovemmeDt  cannot  tax  corporate 
property  created  by  the  State.  Is  the  Senator 
wilung  to  ssy  that  all  property  which  might 
be  covered  by  acts  of  incorporatjon  shall  be 
eiempt  from  taiation  ?  New  York  bos  passed 
a  law  by  which  all  religions  societies  may  in- 
corporate themselves,  without  farther  appeal 
to  State  legislation.  She  has  power  to  pass, 
giving  to  mechanics,  to  formers,  and  to  evet7 
dus  who  may  apply  for  it,  the  same  privi- 
I%es,  and  thus  to  cover  all  the  property  of  the 
Sute  by  acts  of  inoorporation,  and  thus  take 
it  out  of  the  reach  of  the  taxing  power  of  tbia 
GovemtnenL 

Mr.  Oalbour  sold  he  bad  not  advanced  an 
argnraent,  but  merely  laid  down  a  principle, 
that  each  Government  was  anpremein  its  prop- 
er sphere.  As  to  the  right  of  this  Government 
to  charter  a  Notional  Bank,  the  Senator  knew 
bis  opimons ;  they  were  the  same  as  his  own. 
The  real  question  in  this  case  was,  when  the 
two  parties  have  rights,  and  their  exercise  be- 
nunea  incompatible,  which  most  give  way; 
and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying^  m  the  case 
•opposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  the 
taxLogpowerof  theGeneral  Government  would 
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be  paramonnt.  The  mere  fkct  that  in  England, 
whence  we  have  derived  this  law,  its  form  and 
its  language,  it  is  never  applied  to  incorpora- 
tions, should  be  concluMve  with  ub.  He  re- 
peated, what  he  bad  before  said,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  the  boldest  assumption  upon  the 
rights  of  the  States  ever  attempted  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government. 

Mr.  HKiniKBsos  rose,  but  yielded  to  a  motion 
for  a^onrnmeut. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wbdnzsh&t,  February  10. 

EUetion  qf  Preridmt  and  VUe  JPrtridmt  nf 

tht  UhiUd  Statet. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  announcing  that  the  House 
was  ready  toreceive  the  Senate,  and  to  proceed 
to  count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with 
the  constitution,  and  in  pursnonce  of  the  Joint 
resolution  on  that  snl^ect 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Khiobt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, preceded  by  th«r  Secretary  and  Sergeout- 
at-Arms. 

After  the  votes  had  been  oonnted,  the  Sena- 
tors returned  to  the  Senate  chamber,  where  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Rt»oliitd,  That  ■  committee  of  one  member  be  ep- 
pwtited  by  the  Senate,  to  join  a  committee  of  two 
memben  to  he  sppolnled  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  wut  OD  W1U.11H  HuBT  Hahkison,  of 
ObJo,  mnd  inform  him  that  he  has  been  constiRition- 
slty  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  ureisl  Statet,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  for  four  yean  from  the 
4tb  day  of  Vareh,  1B41. 

Ifr.  PsieTON  was  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

Retaittd,  That  the  FresIdeDt  of  the  Senate  do 
cause  John  Ttlio  of  Virginia  to  be  noUBed  that  he 
has  been  duly  elected  Tioe  Freadent  of  the  United 
Btales  for  four  yeus  from  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

HOCeS  07  RBPRSBEKT&TIVSS. 

Wbdnebdat,  Febmory  10. 

£ZM(tm  ^  FreHdtnt  and  Viae  Fte»id«Kt. 

This  b^ng  the  dav  spedolly  set  apart  by  a 
Joint  resolution  for  the  two  Honses  to  convene 
m  joint  meeting  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  and  counting  the  electoral 
vot«e  given  by  the  several  States  for  Preridant 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  having  arrived, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbioos,  it  waa 

Ordered,  That  the.  Clerk  inform  the  Senate  that 
the  House  is  now  mdj  to  recdve  the  Senate,  and  to 
proceed  in  openingtbe  eertiflcates,  snd  in  aomting 
the  votes,  of  the  Kiectora  for  Fterident  and  Vice 
Frteldent  of  the  United  Stateo. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  the  said  message, 

The  Senate  attended  in  the  hall  of  the  House ; 
the  President  of  the  Senate  waa  invited  to  » 
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which  he  oooopied;  uA  the  Senaton 
havuig  token  the  seate  Mt  apart  for  their  ao- 
oommodalion, 

The  VioB  Fbuidxkt  of  the  United  Btatea, 
in  preaenoe  of  the  two  Houees  of  Conn^eea, 
prooeeded  to  open  ^e  certificate!  of  the  £lee- 
ton  of  Fruident  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  bcttinniDg  with  thoae  of  the  Btate 
ctf  Uaine,  and  ending  with  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan ;  and  the  tellers,  Ur.  Pbbbtor  on  the  part 
<^th«  Senate,  and  Ur.  Curhixo  and  Ur.  Joax 
V.  JoNSB  on  the  part  of 'the  House,  having 
read,  connted,  and  registered  the  same,  making 
duplicate  lists  thereof,  and  the  lists  beinK  oom- 
pared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  Yiob  Pbeii- 
Dnra  of  the  United  States,  and  are  as  follows : 
Blatantnt  of   Ou    Vottt  for  Prttident  and   Viet 

Prttidtnt  oftht  Ututtd  Stata  for  fair  yean  froin 
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of  the  Senste  then  m- 
nounoed  the  state  of  the  vote  to  the  t«o 
HoDses  of  GongresB  la  jcnnt  meeting  aBenUcd, 
AKd  dedared  ^at  'WiUtam  Henij  HHrin  of 
Ohio,  having  a  m^}ori^  of  the  whole  imki 
of  the  electoral  votea,  U  dnly  dected  Vnmial 
at  the  United  States  for  fonr  ^ears,  eonmaw- 
ins  with -the  foarth  dar  of  Uareh  iwit,lHli 
and  that  Jtrim  Tyler,  (^  Tiifiida,  ha*ii«  su- 
fori^  of  the  whcde  number  of  eledoru  tdIm^ 
is  dnlT  elected  Vice  Presideat  tA  the  Cuted 
States  for  four  jears,  oammeiteing  with  tte 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  IMl. 

The  Joint  meeting  of  the  two  Honses  of  Cn- 
gress  was  then  diaeolved,  and  the  Seoals  »- 
tnmed  to  its  ohsmber. 

Mr.  OnsHiNS,  from  the  Joint  OomnnttM  ip- 
pointed  to  asoertaln  and  report  a  mode  lor 
asoertuning  the  votes  for  President  ikd  Tin 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  and  fi  m&j- 
Ing  the  persons  elected  of  their  electitm,  i»t- 
sented  the  following  in  continnation  tS  tui 


£cK>lHd;  Tbstaooininiiteeo[<H. 

Senate,  to  be  appidnted  bj  Hut  bedj  to  jgiii  > 
committee  of  two  memben  of  the  Hoon  of  Kqn- 
■entsUree,  to  be  applied  by  that  Honse,  wut  n 
WiLLUM  HiHBT  Hiaaieoir  of  OUo,  ud  v^ 
him  that  he  has  been  duly  elected  TnAdmMi^ 
United  Sutes  for  fonr  yean  commwifins  with  ib( 
4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  uttt.  <•»■ 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  11  o'lM 
to-morrow  morning. 


Tbusbdat,  Febmary  II. 

Mr.  PuBiov,  from  the  Joint  Committee  p- 
pointed  to  wait  on  William  Hbrki  Eluaiso^ 
of  Ohio,  and  inform  him  that  he  baa  hera  m*- 
stitutionally  elected  by  the  eleotOTS  of  tiie  mt- 
eral  Stales,  Preddent  of  the  United  SIsUt  i* 
fonr  years  from  the  4th  day  of  Msrofa,  1U1, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  the  dnij  » 
rigned  them,  and  that  Gen.  Hasbuon  Mid  )■ 
reply: 

"  That  be  recrivea  tbia  maiufeeta&n  of  ttie  no^ 
dence  of  b!i  counttymen  with  piofoimd  gnDlUK 
and  that  he  will  earnestly  devote  hsDMlf  to  Uw  »- 
charge  of  the  duties  It  imposes,  so  as,  accor£n|t> 
his  best  abilities,  to  promote  the  Imbiv  ud  vdw* 
of  the  comitry." 


Fkicat,  Febmary  18. 
Ur.  OLS.T,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  endo- 
Uals  of  the  Eoaorahle  Willum  R.  Eibs,  «1«<^ 
ed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  tU  SUie  of 
Alabama,  a  Senator  of  that  State  for  six  jean 
from  the  4tb  of  March  next,  when  hii  p»*" 
term  will  expire ;  which  were  read. 
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Trtataty  Kottt. 
On  moUoa  of  Hr.  Wri^r,  Um  UU  to  »a- 
tborin  the  ime  of  Traaanrj  noUs  was  token 
up  and  eoniidered  as  in  oommittee  of  the  whole, 
md  Qm  qneation  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
Hiding, 

Hr.  BcSTaN  aiked  for  tha  jm»  and  naja, 
Hut  he  might  have  an  opportnnitj  of  record- 
ing hia  name  in  opposition  to  this  annual 
Tmsaij  Note  lull,  wluch  now  seemed  to  come 
in  u  a  mere  matter  of  mvrse  when  the  Treas- 
vxj  needed  moDar,  Be  was  wilUng  to  Toto  for 
■  loati,  or  for  duties  on  proper  objects,  if  monej 
WMneoBSSary — if  more  was  neoesaarj  tlian  tM 
earrent  income  would  sapplf — but  be  was 
■Terse  to  Treasnrj  issues  of  paper,  and  wished 
to  siHtear  to  npon  the  record.  He,  therefore, 
sakM  for  the  jeas  and  najs. 
Therwera  ordered. 

Itr.'B.  said  he  had  once  voted  for  a  Treas- 
VT}  Note  bill — voted  for  it  with  extreme  relno- 
tance — with  an  almost  inexpressible  repugnance 
— snd  had  no  sooner  done  it  than  he  regretted 
h.  This  waa  at  the  extra  Bearion  of  1887,  when 
the  Government  was  soddenl;  stripped  of  its 
rovenQMbj  the  general  suspenaion  of  the  banhs, 
snd  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea«nry,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  Q^[otIate  a  loan  in  time  to  prevent  the  ca- 
tastrophe of  a  Btoppoge  of  [wymoDts  bj  the 
GoTernment.  Under  snch  cironmfitances,  he 
hul  jielded  to  the  iron  liand  of  imperions  ne- 
Msntjr,  sad  voted  fbr  a  Treasnr]'  Not«  bill, 
which  ha  then  hoped  was  to  be  the  last  which 
hedionldeversee.  Even  then  he  did  not  yield 
until  everj  feature  of  acnrrencj'had  been  erad- 
icated from  the  character  of  the  notes — nntil 
Ihuy  were  pisced  upon  the  footing  of  real 
promiseorjr  notes,  to  be  payable  to  order,  and 
not  to  bearer— to  be  traDsferable  by  endorse- 
nMnt — to  bear  a  fair  intereiit — to  be  payable  at 
a  fixed  time — and  when  p^d,  not  to  be  rei«- 
smd,  bnt  taken  vp  and  cancelled  like  any  other 
paid  off  and  extiagaished  bond.  It  was  not 
mtil  the  notes  were  made  to  wear  this  form, 
snd  were  raised  in  their  minimnm  denomina- 
tim  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  dollars,  that 
he  would  consent  to  vot«  fbr  the  bill  Evan 
then  he  oonld  not  do  it  without  a  protest  and 
renionab«noa  ogainst  it.  Be  spoke  agiuost  it 
— ddivered  hU  sentiments  decidedly,  if  not 
Btroogly,  in  oppwition  to  the  policy  of  the 
metsoTB ;  and,  with  the  leave  of  the  Senate, 
wcnld  now  read  a  passage  from  the  speech  he 
tbwi  delivered.* 

Mr.  B.a«dsnch  wa^hissentimentalnl887; 
they  wer«  the  same  now,  and  stronger  than 
they  were  then.  All  the  evils  which  he  then 
Ibresaw  and  dreaded,  have  been  gradDslly  de- 
veloping tfaemeelTes  since.  Tbreeacts  fornotos 
had  beea  passed  since.  The  notes  were  asdmi- 
Islong  nearer  and  nearer  to  a  onrrency.  The 
hnndrMl  dollar  limit  which  he  had  procured  to 
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be  introdnced,  was  redoced  to  fifty ;  the  inter- 
est was  sometimes  reduced  so  low  as  to  be 
made  illnsory ;  the  notes  came  to  be  relsenable, 
and  payable  to  bearer ;  the  facility  of  granting 
them  had  become  so  grest  that  the  demand  was 
now  annoal ;  and  the  bills  passed  without  the 
show  of  opposition.  The  present  bill  was  pot 
npon  its  passage  withont  a  word  being  s^d  j>r» 
at  etm. ;  it  was  about  to  be  passed  withont  yeas 
and  nays;  it  was  going  throagb  like  watOT,' 
when  he  (Mr.  B.)  arrested  Its  progress  for  on 
instant,  and  gave  rise  to  some  little  diacnsuon 
—some  little  show  of  resistance.  Snch  was 
the  downward  progress  of  the  p^>er  money 
policy.  Its  course  is  downward,  and  rqiidly 
so.  The  resoaroe  was  too  easy,  too  sedootive^ 
too  irresponsible,  to  be  r^ectod ;  it  has  become 
the  ordinary  alternative ;  and  unless  arrested 
soon,  must  eventually  run  the  career,  and  re- 
ceive the  catastrophe,  of  all  paper  money. 

Hr.  B.  said  there  were  but  half  a  doxen 
Treasury  Note  acts  npon  otu-  statute  book,  and 
the  one-half  of  these  bear  date  in  the  last  three 
years.  The  Admloistratioas  of  Washington, 
Jefferson,  the  two  Adamses,  Honroe,  and  Jack- 
son, afforded  no  instance  of  a  Treasury  note 
bill,  althouKh  each  of  these  AdmiidstraUona, 
except  the  last,  had  been  a  frequent  borrower 
of  money,  and  of  sums  of  all  amounts,  from  oa 
low  as  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  for  periods 
of  tjrae  of  all  dnrationa,  from  a  few  months  to 
several  years.  Hr.  B.  here  exhibited  the  cap- 
tions of  above  seventy  acta  of  CkaiBress  during 
the  Adminbtrations  which  be  hod  mentioned, 
for  borrowing  soms  of  money,  many  of  them 
for  the  snpport  of  the  Government,  some  to 
enable  the  Administration,  if  found  neoesBary', 
to  carry  Into  effect  the  appropriations  made  by 
Congress;  and  all  of  them  with  the  ways  and 
means  prepared  to  pay  tbem  when  due.  The 
old  way  was  to  borrow  in  preference  to  striking 
paper,  and  to  lay  a  tax  at  the  same  time  to 
meet  the  debt  and  its  interest.  This  was  the 
old  way  in  onr  Government,  and  it  was  the 
old  way  in  England,  when  patriots  bore  sway 
in  that  country.  It  was  the  responsible  and 
the  safe  way ;  for,  when  a  loan  was  made,  and 
a  tax  laid,  the  people  would  call  tbeir  repre- 
sentatives to  account;  tfaey  wonld  hold  them 
to  tbeir  acconntability ;  they  wonld  make  them 
give  reasuns,  when  they  got  home,  for  creating 
this  debt  and  imposing  this  tax.  Not  so  with 
these  Treasury  not«».  They  crept  into  exist- 
ence without  the  knowledge  of  the  pe<^le: 
they  created  no  present  bnrtiien ;  they  put  off 
the  evil  day  ;  they  avoid  aeoountability ;  and 
an  issne  of  tens  or  hundreds  of  millions  (ttthis 
paper  would  find  applanders  and  defenders  in 
nearly  all  tbe  advocatesfor  a  strong  and  splen- 
did Government — in  nearly  all  the  friends  of 
the  pa^  system— in  roost  of  the  advocates  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  the  assumption  of  Bteto 
debts,  and  tbe  "poffntmt,"  as  it  is  called,  of  the 
fourth  instalment 

Mr.  B.  oonclnded  what  be  now  hod  to  say, 
m  the  BaI){eot  of  these  Treawry  notes,  with 
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Bftfrng  that  eiperience  had  developed  a  oew 
otgection  to  tliem  of  the  moat  seriouB  character 
to  the  Sooth  and  West  It  was  their  inevitable 
tendency  and  effect  to  draw  the  specie  of  those 
sections  of  the  Union  to  the  Atlantio  cities, 
vhere  it  laj  until  the  rate  oif  the  foreign  ex- 
changes carried  it  to  Europe.  The  course  was 
this:  These  Treasni7  notes  all  flowed  to  the 

Ct  centre  of  onr  moneyed  operations — to 
'  York ;  when  due,  specie  was  ordered 
from  the  Sonth  and  West  to  redeem  them ; 
and  as  there  was  nothing  in  the  coarse  of  trade 
to  carry  epecie  back  a^n,  It  lay  there  until 
events  carried  it  to  Europe  or  the  East  Indica. 
This  had  been  the  case  with  the  Treasarf  notes 
heretofore  issned ;  they  had  occauoned  an  ini> 
mense  drain  of  specie  from  the  Sonth  and 
West;  they  had  done  immense  injary  to  the 
Sonth  and  West ;  the  sajne  wonld  t>e  the  ease 
with  all  that  shonld  be  issued  hereafter ;  and 
be  (Ur.  B.)  wonld  look  upon  this  hill,  if  it  was 
acted  upon  to  the  extent  of  its  limit,  as  an  or- 
der to  transfer  five  millions  of  hard  dollars 
ttata  the  Sooth  and  West  to  Kew  York  and 
Philadelphia,  thence  to  take  its  departure  to 
Europe,  when  the  course  of  trade  made  it  profit- 
able to  export  specie. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

Tua. — Uessrs.  Andenon,  Bayard,  Bocbaiian,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Falton,  Graham, 
Hubbud,  Ker,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lompkia,  Uauton, 
NichobOD,  Norrell,  Porter,  Utcs,  Soane,  Koblnaon, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster, 
WiUIuna,  Wilgfat,  and  Toung— !9. 

N*Ya— Messra  Alten,  Benton,  CTay  of  Kentucky, 
Olayton,  CMttenden,  Hatdersen,  Hawum,  Smith  of 
Conoeeticnt,  and  Whitfr_9. 

itr,  HuBBABD  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
pnt  upon  ita  passage ;  and  no  objection  being 
made,  it  was  so  ordered ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  ordered,  and  the  question  abont  to  be 
taken,  ICr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  assigned  his  rea- 
sons for  voting  against  the  bill,  and  was  replied 
to  by  Ur.  Wbioht,  and  a  debate  ensaed,  in  which 
Messrs.  BaNTOK,  CaLHOuif,  Fbeston,  Dixon, 
KNioar,  HENDEseos',  Whitk,  and  Sxrtn  of  In- 
diana, participated,  when  uie  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  S8,  noes  8 


□OUBB  OF  BEPEtEBXITTATITSa 

Friday,  Febmary  12. 
Iburth  Ttutalnunt  qfDepotiU. 

Mt.  Bmnlt,  in  conformity  with  notice  here- 
tofore given,  on  the  81st  of  December  last,  ask- 
ed leave  to  tntrodnoe  a  bill  providine  for  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  Instalment  to  toe  States, 
according  to  the  acts  of  June,  18S6,  and  Octo- 
ber, 1887,  when  the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  to 
release  the  States  from  all  obli^tion  to  pay 
either  of  the  instalments. 

On  the  qneation  of  graating  leave,  the  'yeas 


and  nays  were  demanded,  and  were—jtu  (t, 
nays  88. 
So  the  House  refhsed  to  grant  leave. 


ra  BKNATE. 
Ji.osDA.1,  February  IS. 
The  Itormen*  and  thtir  ExpvitiM  /rtm  ¥» 

Mr.  LiKN  sud  at  the  last  and  present  aenoa 
of  Oongresa,  memorials  had  been  preseBled  fan 
persons  who  termed  themeelves  Uonatmsor  bi- 
ter Day  Saints,  complaining  of  the  StstedHlF 
sonri,  and  eitracta  from  these  memoritb  hid      > 
been  published,  and  widely  eircnlated,  uludi      I 
were  calculated  to  Injore  tbe  cbanefafoflb      t 
Statewhich  behad  tbehouorinparttonfnMt 
in  tbe  minds  of  those  who  WNe  sot  aeqiulsM      { 
with  the  facts.    He  held  in  his  hand  a  tiwMri)t     j 
of  all  the  legal  proceedingswbichhitdbeeoludii 
this  caae,  and  in  order  tiiat  the  Senate  nd  lb 
country  might  be  acquainted  with  the  farti,  b     ;> 
wonld  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  ni«n 
for  their  printing.     The  doomnent  wesacntd' 
ingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TdBSAT,  February  16. 
NieolleVi  Topographieal  Map  and  Sumi  «J 


tippi  Sitert, 


n  the  Mu*ovH  and  Jfuni- 


Stwivtd,  That  the  map  of  the  couDtty  n^  ^ 
the  Hissisaippi,  made  under  the  direction  irflbcVit 
Department  by  J.  N.  Nioollrt,  Esq,,  and  Ibertpo" 
in  rcrcmnce  to  the  same,  be  piinied  for  tbc  dk  ^ 
Congress,  under  the  direction  of  the  QW  rf* 
Corps  of  Topt^itaphical  Engineeni,  and  that  tw«  he- 
dred  copies  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  Wtr  Dfi""- 
ment,  and  to  the  burean  of  Tf^xjgc^ducal  fiigiMn 
for  distribution,  and  three  hundred  MJditinMl  «f)* 
for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr,  Waiikb  said  the  report  of  Mr.  SimlW 
and  accompanying  map  OT  the  region  of  il» 
Upper  Mississippi,  prepared  under  thediiwwo 
or  Congress  and  the  supervision  of  the  Depert- 
ment  of  War,  would  be  found  omon^  the  no^ 
accurate,  scientific,  interesting,  and  uutnictiT4 
ever  made  in  this  country.  It  commeneet  <■ 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  at  its  sonth-eastem  ^^ 
of  departure,  and  terminateB  at  onr  noHh"^ 
boundary,  east  of  the  Bociq^  Mon^tain^  "- 
tending  fl-om  the  SOtb  to  the  4Bth  parallel  d 
north  latitude,  and  from  90  to  100  of  longittidc 
west  of  Greenwich.  Stretching  frwn  "^^IaI™ 
Superior  on  the  east  to  the  great  western  bewc' 
the  Missouri  River  on  the  west,  and  embraang 
the  entire  basin  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  it  in- 
cluded a  region  more  extensive  than  tevw*!  <" 
the  largest  States  of  the  Union.  Itwasarep* 
most  salubriouB,  and  nnsnrpaased  in  heaoty  sod 
fertility.  In  mineral  wealth  it  was  nnequiUM 
in  the  world,  and  was  interspeiBed  with  nmwr 
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nd  prairie  Unda  and  manr  hundred  lakes,  both 
bah  ud  Mlt,  that  might  well  ohallenge  a  com- 
jinam  with  those  of  anj  other  ooontrf.  This 
nrver  embraceB  04ft  geographical  pontioiu, 
dednoed  ftom  mora  than  ten  thouaaod  astro- 
Domical  obserTatJoDs.  Aa  enlarged  ajfitem  of 
barometrical  obserratioDB  had  beeD  oarried  on 
foTMreral  rears,  in  which  Ur.  NiooUet  had 
be«D  aided  ^  bubj  loieiitifio  gentlemen ;  and 


grsateit  aemracy.  The  report  will  represent 
tbe  geo1og7  and  botonj  of  the  rast  t^od,  its 
rentable  and  mineral  resoorces.  The  report 
and  m^  will  be  higbl7  honorable  to  their  nn- 
iRsamine  but  able  tuid  scientifio  author — to  the 
eoimtrjr  nj  whom  he  has  been  employed,  and 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who,  with  bo  mnch 
leal  and  energy,  has  pressed  forward  this  im- 
norUnt  work.  Tlie  rivers  MisBiBstppI  and 
MiMonri,  (br  several  thoosand  miles,  are  snr- 
Tejed  and  deiineat«d  with  the  greatest  acca- 
racj—with  all  their  physical  featores  and  inoi- 
deots — their  banks,  their  hilla,  and  valteys, 
their  flmiTnilri^  shoals,  and  sand-bars,  with  the 
velocity  of  cnrreDt  and  depth  of  water.  To  the 
emigrant,  the  farmer,  the  merchant  and  navi' 
gitor — to  the  topogrspher  and  geographer — the 
botanist,  the  mineralogist,  and  goolugist — to  the 
e^bolsr  and  statesman,  and  to  the  whole  conn- 
trj,  this  was  a  work  of  the  highest  importance. 
To  the  American  patriot  also,  whose  luve  of 
the  Union  embraced  his  whole  oonntn  and  all 
ita  parts,  this  report  and  survey  would  afford 
ibnndant  matoriaU  for  delightful  contemplation 
tod  animated  hopes,  in  marking  the  onward 
prorress  c^  this  great  nation.  Ha  would  here. 
in  this  hitherto  almoet  nnexplored  region' of 
tb«  West,  behold  a  ooantry  larger  than  any 
onpire  in  Europe,  save  one,  where,  in  a  very 
fair  years,  thwe  will  be  three  new  States, 
■looDg  the  latest  and  most  fertile  in  the  Union 
— Wisconfdn,  Iowa,  and  another  embracing  the 
bcMtifnl  Fountain  Lake  near  onr  northern 
boDoduy,  delineated  on  thb  map,  where  the 
great  Uissiasippi  commences  its  southern  conrse 
10  the  GulC  As  a  mere  money  question,  the 
publication  of  this  map  and  report  would  be 
most  important  in  ud  of  the  final  settiement  of 
tlie  great  snbject  of  selling  our  mineral  lands, 
beretriore  referred  by  the  ttenate  to  the  Com- 
mJHee  on  Public  Lands,  and  would,  he  hoped, 
be  decided  npou  at  the  next  session.  Unless 
uuportant  improvements  in  mining  and  smelt- 
ing are  introduced,  and  the  utmost  facilities 
in>rded  in  the  acquisition  of  these  lands,  there 
Via  sutne  rea<<ou  to  fear  that  lead,  when  the 
tariff  reached  its  minimum  in  1S43,  could  not  be 
irouglit  from  the  West  to  the  East  in  success- 
ful competition  with  forei^_  lead ;  a  result, 
that  by  due  attention  to  mming  and  smelting, 
^  utmost  facilities  in  obtaining  these  \fiitai, 
night  be  prevented,  and  thns  these  three  great 
States  that  must  soon  emerge  from  territorial 
FBpUage,  might  have  no  indocement  presented 


to  support  the  high-tariff  policy.  In  this  point 
of  view,  the  question  became  one  of  the  highest 
Importance  to  the  South,  as  w^  as  the  North ; 
and  Mr.  W.  hoped  thera  woold,  therefore,  be 
DO  objection  (torn  any  qoarter  to  printing  this 
map  and  report. 

Jfr.  BiNTON,  in  a  few  remarks,  concnrred  in 
the  views  of  Mr.  Wu.kxb  as  to  the  great  valne 
of  the  work,  and  the  pnqtriety  of  its  publicor 

Tlie  resolution  was  oiiaiumoaBly  agreed  to. 


Satcxdat,  Febmary  20. 
Election  qfl'rinUr. 

The  Senate  then,  in  pursuance  to  the  order 
of  yesterday,  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Printer. 

Ur.  SfuroDH  announced  hb  Intention  of  not 
voting. 

The  ballots  having  been  oonnted,  the  VicK 
PmuiDmT  onnannced  the  vote  as  follows : 

as 


So  BI.UB  and  Rms  were  declared  dnlr 
elected  Printers  of  the  Senate  for  the  STth 
Uongreas. 

£tp«U  ^  tie  Znd^Mndmt  Tnatury, 

The  resolution  submitted  by  UrOLAT,  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  the  repeal  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  law,  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Ur.  Allen,  was  taken  up,  and  Ur.  Cut  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 

Ur.  Ai.LEH,  after  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  motion  he  was  abont  to  make, 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  snbject  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Ur.  Clat,  who  briefly  replied  toUr.  Auzn. 
Ur.  WiLUAus  and  Ur,  Walker  followed,  as- 
signing their  reasons  for  the  votes  they  were 
about  to  give. 

Ur.  Bevies  then  obtained  the  fioor,  and  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  the  rcMilutfoa  on  the 
table,  ^vlng  notice  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw it  for  friend  or  foe. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  tabla^  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows : 

TtAS. — Ifesira.  Allen,  Andenon,  BcDton,-  Bncbin- 
an,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  AUVanu,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
HabbBtd,  King,  linn,  I^mpkin,  Uouton,  NlcboUon, 
Norrdl,  Herce,  Roane,  RotncBon,  Sevier,  &nith  of 
Connectknt,  Sturgeon,  Taiwan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wil- 
liam*, Wright,  and  Toung — 27. 

Nats.— Hmn.  Bayard,  Bates,  Oay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Uxon,  Gcabam,  Bendetaon, 
Huntington,  Eer,  Eni|^t,  Uangiun,  Herrid^  Nidio. 
las,  Fbelpa,  Porter,  I^entiM,  Preston,  Bivw,  Rug- 
glu,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Web- 
ater,  and  White— S6, 
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MoiTDAT,  Febmorj'  S3. 
StngnaUmitflir,  WAttw. 
The  TiCE  PaniDxirT  snbmitted  tb«  follow- 
ing letter  to  tha  Senate : 

"WrnnraniK,  FA.  28, 1811. 
"H1H1.K  K.  Jomnra, 

TuM  Preiiduit  of  tbe  United  Btalxa : 
"Bu:  It  ii  tha  object  of  thb  letter  lom«ke  known 
to  tbe  Senile  tbe  tM&Mtion  of  mTHatu  one  of  the 
SeoAton  from  HuncnuKtU,  lutilDK  alrexij  informed 
the  ExecntiTB  of  llwt  Stele  tliat  &om  thii  da;  m; 
place  would  be  vacuiL 


of  wbicb  I  bare  been  a  laember,  tbe  interest  1 
ever  feel  in  the  preKmlion  of  Its  cbtracter  and 
dignity,  and  mT  cordial  wishes  for  the  health  and 
hqipitMM  of  t&  thoM  with  whom  I  have  been  auo- 
dated. 

"  With  much  penonal  regard,  I  hare  tlie  honor  to 

be  your  obedient  eerrant,  ^^ 

"D,  WZB8TEB." 

And  the  Senate  ai^'onmed. 

FamAT,  Feboraiy  SO. 
BtcUh  tftke  So%.  P.  P.  Barbour, 
"iSx.  BoANB  aabmitted  the  fallowing  letter, 
irhich  wu  read : 

WAfHniOToa,  Fdi.  26,  IMl. 
Sn:  Atone  of  the  Senaloraof  tbe  State  of  Tii^ 
^nia,  of  which  our  lamented  brother,  Judoe  Baa- 
BOOB,  wu  eo  diatinfmlahed  a  dtiien,  1  endooa  jon 
a  copy  of  the  fuoeral  ceiemoniea  which  bave  been 
delumined  upon. 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect, 

Tour  obedient  aervaiit, 

K.  B.  TANET, 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Bount, 

Senate  Cbamber. 

l£r.  RoANX  addressed  the  Senate  In  the 
fbUowing  words : 

Mr.  PrasiDBHT:  I  hale  a  nunnent  of  the 
precdou  time  of  the  Senate :  I  will  not  abuse 
U— for  already  had  the  moomfii]  inteUIgenee 
now  officially  annoonoed  to  ns  reaohed  erei? 
member  of  this  bod^;  and  already  had  tha 
heart  of  ererr  individnal  in  this  oommanity 
been  touched  by  tlut  pore  and  ei&lted  fueling 
which  Is  erer  awakened,  when  the  patriot 
hears  that  hia  country  bas  soddenly  lost,  aad 
that  forever,  one  of  its  benefactors. 

Ur,  President,  had  I  tbe  talent  .and  the 
material,  which  I  have  not  to  offer  a  Jnat 
tribute  to  tbe  meinorj  of  Uie  distin^ished 
Jndge,  whose  foneral  we  ore  now  invited  to 
attend,  I  Aonld  deem  it  inupropriate  to  do 
ao  on  tbe  present  oocaslon.  That  task  I  shall 
leave  in  otber  and  abler  handa,  Bot  knowing, 
at  I  do,  the  ezemplarv  virtues  of  the  deoeaaed, 
in  all  ue  sooial  and  nomestio  relations  of  life ; 
knowing,  as  I  do,  Uie  exalted  eetimatioa  In 


which  his  virtues,  talents,  and  pattiotin  «n 
held  in  his  native  State,  which  I  bin  ih 
honor  in  part  to  represent ;  and  knowi^  h 
does  every  m«nber  of  tbia  body.  Us  long,  Utb- 
foL  and  valuable  pnblio  serviees  within  tin 
wula  of  this  bnilding,  I  ftel  myself  sntiionzed  ' 
to  ask  the  Sen&te  to  adc^  tiie  nsiMm  I 
BOW  (Htm: 

JUtotned,  unaitbniMuly,  That  in  teetimoiT  of  tbdi 
respect  for  tiie  memory  of  the  bononbls  Faiur  F. 
Babbouk,  late  Associate  Juatiee  of  tbe  GnnBt 
Court  of  the  United  Btalee,  tbe  Sende  win  ^tnii 
this  day  at  two  o'doek,  for  the  porpoM  of  Ms^n 
the  funeral  of  tbe  deceased. 

Tbe  resolntloa  was  nuanimoosl j  sgttej  to. 


HOUHX  OF  BSPSEBXIiTATIVn 

FamAT,  February  36. 
D«ath  ^Jiidge  Sariow. 


Bib 


ViaBiHoiOB,  Fti.  M,  lUL 
Aa  the  Repreaenlative  of  the  district  in  lU 


lamented  btMber,  Judge  HaasocB,  rcsM,  I 
endose  you  a  oiqiy  of  the  tiina«l  oerennnia  iW 
have  been  detomined  npon. 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect, 

tour  obedient  aemnt, 

&  B.  TAXIT. 
Hob.  Ijbn  BavES, 

House  of  Bepieaentatlvea. 

Order  of  Oufvmtral 

-'  ""'    -      ■  tor  utt  jj _. , 

«  Bt^irauOintii 

nie  Judges  of  the  S<q)reine  Cbmt,wl&[tllIfia1^ 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Courta  of  Ote  Diilrict,  att 
the  members  of  tbe  bar,  will  anemble  M  two  dIM 
hHlay,  St  Hrs.  Tmner'a,  {Penneylfaida  Atvmc)  ai 
thence  attend  tbe  remains  la  tbe  deccMad,teik 
roomof  tbeBupieiBeCoait,  where  tbe  DSBiKniM 
will  be  perfdtned  bytbe  ChtpiaiDsaf  Coi^ctt;  h1 
where  tiie  President,  tbe  Heeds  of  tbe  DepsrWM^ 
tbe  Senators  and  Bepreeentativee  In  Coagrca,  Ik 
memb«n  of  tbe  Fornpi  Legations,  and  ntiimnd 
Etrangen,  are  reqneatM  to  attend.  AAer  «Udi  lb 
procesdoa  wOl  more,  b  the  above  aAa,  la  l^ 
steamboat  wharf,  where  the  remains  of  tbe  decwd 
will  be  embarlied,  with  proper  attendaoU,  in  vis 
to  beconveyed  to  his  country  seat,  in  Orange  c«m7, 
Tliginia,  for  Interment 

Hi.  Bams  arose  and  s^  : 

Kr.  SntAXKH :  I  do  not  rise  ftr  die  pmjx** 
ot  intempting  the  boainesa  of  the  Hoose,  btt 
to  annonnoe  tbe  death  of  the  Hon.  Paiur  F. 
BaBBooR,  late  a  Jndge  of  the  Bnpnme  Govt 
of  tbe  United  States.  In  the  perfomaDot  cf 
this  painAil  dnty,  (said  Mr.  B.,)im  Isngug* 
which  I  poaeees  fa  adequate  to  portray  ib»^ 
toes,  talents,  and  dislinmilsfaed  pnblie  "'"''f 
of  the  individual  wboae  lose  we  an  now  ealM 
upon  to  deplore  In  all  his  relation^  whet^ 
' ■-"-  or  la  privata,  he  stood  p '""* 
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for  hit  high  honoTj  4od  his  inooiraptiUe 
iutejirit;.  Whether  ut  the  halla  of  l^alation, 
or«iip^  in  «xpciiindiog  the  lawBof  bia  own 
Stile,  or  of  tho  Udmhi,  he  wu  aliraTB  prompt, 
impftrtial,  ud  aU«.  In  1812,  when  irsr  wu 
dcdved  agaiut  Qraat  Britain— the  Mcond 
Deekntionofbdwendenoe— wben  the  politi- 
cal boriion  waa  da»ened  o'er  with  portentona 
doodi— JadM  Babbouk  waa  elected  a  member 
of  tbe  Legidatnre  of  Virginia  from  hia  natire 
codQtj  of  Orange.  He  aerred  his  oonstltnenta 
U  this  importuit  crina  of  oar  hiatory  with 
distingiuBhed  ability  in  snatwuing  the  interest, 
tha  honor,  and  the  glor^  of  hia  oonntrjr.  In 
Iha  month  of  Maj,  1814,  be  waa  elected  a 
number  of  the  Hooae  of  Representativee  of  the 
United  States,  and  wrred  from  that  time,  wlth- 
ont  iatermiadon,  and  with  the  entire  appro- 
batioa  (tf  bis  ooostitoenta,  until  1926.  Daring 
tbit  eventfiil  pmiod,  he  waa  the  Speaker  of 
tbia  Hooae  firmc  December,  1831,  to  Ifarcb, 
1833.  In  IBIS  he  waa  elected  by  the  Lwala- 
tnre  of  Vtoginla,  a  Judge  of  tlie  General  Court 
of  that  BtaU,  the  dotiea  of  which  atation  ha 
^Kharged  with  great  ability  and  to  the  aatia- 
iaotion  of  ill  partiea  interested. 

Iq  182T,  Judge  BAXMtm  was  called  npon  by 
lome  of  lua  old  fiienda  in  the  Congreadonal 
District  in  wblch  be  redded,  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  Ccmgreaa.  He  promptlr  oI>eyed  the 
uU,  and  forthwith  reaJMed  biajnoidal  atation, 
ud  waa  again  elected  to  Oongreaa  withont 
opposition.  He  aerred  nntil  the  end  of  the 
Srst  Mssion  of  the  3Iit  Oongreaa  in  ISSD  when 
he  waa  «>p(Hnted  a  Jndge  of  the  federal  oonrt 
hr  the  E!utem  diatnot  of  Vir^nia,  He  con- 
tioned  to  diacbaige  the  duties  of  that  office 
until  1836;  at  which  time  he  received  the 
appointment  of  AMociate  Jnaliee  of  the  Su- 
preme Goort  of  the  United  Btatee. 

Judge  BasBona  waa  a  member  of  the  Con- 
Teatioa  wbtoh  aasembied  in  Virginia  in  1839, 
to  amcaid  the  oonatitntion  of  that  Btate,  and 
via  neridetit  of  the  OonTention,  which  oon- 
tuned  aome  erf'  the  moat  diatingiiiBbed  men  of 
Vi^inia,  among  whom  were  Judge  Ma^aaAU., 
June  ManiBoi),  Jankb  HotfBOs,  Wm.  B.  Qiua, 
IJnTXTOH  W.  TazBWXLL,  and  othera  of  diatin- 
Sinahed  abilittefl. 

I  have  attempted,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  a 
brief  epitome  of  the  public  Btations  volontarily 
bestowed  upon  Phiup  P.  Babboub  by  bis 
eountrymen.  I  say  Tolnntarily,  because  be 
*u  one  of  thoae  high-minded  and  honorable 
men  who  never  eonght  office.  Bis  high  com- 
nsoding  talents  and  virtnea  made  him  one  of 
Vitgluia's  tnast  distingniabed  aona.  In  the  dia- 
diarge  of  all  the  high  dntiea  devolved  upon 
liim,  hia  coarse  was  marked  with  great  abihty ; 
and,  above  all,  hia  motives  of  action  were 
amcT  aoqieeteo.  He  waa  connected  with  a 
aamerons  train  of  frienda  and  relativea,  and 
t>cland  b7  bIL  If  he  had  an  enemy  on  earth, 
b*  did  not  know  it.  No  man  atood  higher 
tW  Jndge  Baanoux  for  Us  parity  of  charao- 
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langnage  can  deaoribe  them.  He  waa  a  kind, 
tender,  and  affectionate  boaband,  ttther,  and 
frieod,  and  a  humane  master. 

I  can  only  say,  in  condualon,  that  bia  sud- 
den death  adraoniabes  na  all  of  the  aacred 
volume,  whioh  deolarea  "that  in  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death." 

I  move  yon,  Ur.  Spkaxkb,  that  the  Honae 
adopt  the  fcdlowing  reeolntion ; 

Eeichtd,  That  the  House  bave  leaned  with  deep 
aenaibility  the  decease  of  the  Hon,  Philip  P.  Bab- 
BouB,  for  msny  yean  a  tnember,  and  late  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  BepreseDtctlves  of  the  United  Statea. 
and  at  the  time  of  hia  death  an  Anodate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales,  wtiidi  nd- 
ancboly  event  took  ^aee  aaddenlr  In  the  eity  of 
Waahingttm  on  tlw  Mth  of  February,  Inatant ;  and 
that,  aa  a  mark  of  tbe  reapect  entertained  for  the 
memory  of  tbe  deceased,  tUa  House  will  a^jouro  at 
two  o'dock  Ihia  day,  for  tbe  purpoae  of  attending  the 
funeral  of  the  deceased,  and  irill  at  four  o'dodc  itf  tbe 
same  day  reoffittoble  in  tbe  ball  of  the  House  for  tbe 
despatch  of  tbe  public  bualneaa. 

Ur.  Wui,  after  cordially  nnitiog  in  the  sen- 
timenta  juat  uttered,  expressed  his  regret  that 
Mr.  Barks  bad  not  consulted  with  hia  col- 
leagues before  he  offered  his  rescdution.  With  all 
due  respect,  Ur.  Wisb  said  be  could  not  rote  for 
it,  for  tbe  reason  that  a  mightier  man  than 
Judge  BAsaoTiB  bad  fallen,  and  whose  death 
was  not  even  announced  to  tbe  Bonae.  He 
meant  the  illnstriona  father  of  the  Judiciary, 
John  Uabbsall.  He  would  ask  his  colleague 
to  withdraw  tbe  resolution,  and  not  compel 
him  to  vote  aganist  it. 

Ur.  Bases  said  it  ao  happened  that,  at 
tbe  time  Judge  Uabshall  died,  Oongress  waa 
not  in  session,  nor  was  tbe  Supreme  Court  in 
aesuon;  besides,  the  event  took  place  in  another 
raty.  The  Supreme  Court  waa  now  in  season, 
and  tbe  Senate  bad  adopted  a  rimilar  resolu- 
tion uuanimoQsIy.  Mr.  B,  pwd  a  bi^h  oompli- 
ment  to  tbe  talents  and  virtues  of  Chief  Justice 
Mabsball,  and  said  there  was  no  man  to 
whose  memory  be  would  more  clieerfally  pay  a 
tribnte  of  respect.  Mr,  B.  remarked  that 
when  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Wk,  Wibi  was 
annoDnoed  to  this  body,  althou^  be  was  at 
that  time  a  private  dtizeu,  the  House,  on 
motion  of  tbe  venerable  gentleman  from 
Uaasaebnaetta,  (Ur.  Adamb,)  adjourned.  Mr. 
B.  stated  that  be  had  oonanlted  with  sevo^ 
of  his  cf^eagnea,  hot  bavine  Just  received  tbe 
commnnioatum  from  the  Obief  Justice,  it  had 
not  been  in  bia  power  to  consult  with  Ur. 
Wiai.  He  hoped  this  explanation  would  be 
satisfactory. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

EvXBiNo  Saaaioir. 

At  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Honae  m^. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  ohar- 
aoter  aa  to  the  propriety  of  ordering  a  call  of 
the  House, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoKU,  of  Virginia,  the 
Houso  rewdved  itaelf  into  a  Oommittee  (^tb« 
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Whole  on  tha  state  of  the  Union,  (Hr.  UcKat 
Id  the  Qhair,)  and  resamed  the  conuderatioa  of 
the 

Jfiual  Appropriation  Bill, 

The  qoeation  pending  was  on  the  tnodifled 
amendment  of  hCr.  SALTOKmrAix,  to  strike  ont 
"41|42S.000  for  the  increase,  repcur,  uToaineDt, 
and  eqaipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear 
o(  Tessels  in  commission,"  and  insert  "$3,400, 
000,  of  which  snm  (400,000  shall  be  expended 
in  building  and  equipping  war  eteamei 
medium  site." 

Ur.  Floyh  said  he  wished  to  state  Terj 
hrieflf  his  oi^ections  to  this  proposition  of  the 
gontleroan  fWim  Uassachusetts,  (Mr.  Balton- 
aiALL,)  to  increase  the  appropriations  for  the 
naral  service,  half  a  million  of  dollars  beyond 
the  amooat  deemed  safficient  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navjr,  and  which  had  been  reported  by 
the  Oomroittee  of  Ways  and  Means.    He  re- 


Dpott  Its  merita,  without  the  disparaging  re- 
marks upon  the  present  condition  of  iba  navy, 
in  wbi(^  some  gentlemen  hsd  indulged,  and 
which  they  had  appeared  to  consider  necessary 
in  arging  this  amendment  upon  the  committee. 
He  wonld  not  proclaim  bis  attachment  to  this 

Erond  arm  of  our  national  defence,  nor  would 
e  hnild  a  man  of  straw,  to  show  bis  prowess 
in  demolishing  him,  by  supposing  that  there 
was  a  man  upon  this  door  opposed  to  the  navy. 
Upon  other  subjects  we  may  have  seetion&l 
feelings  of  interest,  or  may  be  influenced  by 
State  pride — one  may  boast  of  his  Bunker  Hill 
—-another  of  the  plains  of  Saratoga — another 
of  Yorktown — bnt  b]1,  all,  gloir  in  the  achieve- 
ments of  our  navy,  and  all  here,  he  had  no 
donht,  were  ready  aud  willing  to  make  such 
liberal  appropriationa  as  would  sustain  its 
honor  and  efficiency. 

But  he  would  bring  to  this  and  erery  other 
■nbject  under  the  conbvl  of  Congress,  the  same 
wise  and  prudent  principles  which  are  appli- 
cable to  the  ordinary  affurs  of  life — and  those 
principles  required  that  in  making  this  appro- 
priation, regard  nhonld  be  hod  to  other  and 
equally  urgent  claims  upon  the  public  Treasury, 
and  to  the  probable  amount  of  revenue  for 
the  coming  year,  Ur.  F.  asked  If  those  who 
urged  this  increase  Of  half  a  million,  were 
ftwara  that  the  hill  already  t^ropriated  five 
millions  and  a  quarter  for  the  naval  service! 
And  was  this  a  m^ardly  appropriation?  Was 
it  not  liberal,  oousidering  that  it  amounted  to 
one-quarter  of  the  whole  estimated  revenue  for 
the  current  year,  and  considering,  too,  the 
other  duties  which  this  Government  is  bound 
to  discharge!  This  amount  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient h^  the  officers  of  the  Government,  who 
have  the  best  means  of  forming  an  opiniou 
upon  this  subject,  and  Ur,  F.  believed  that 
with  economy  and  good  discretion  in  its  dis- 
bursement, it  wonld  lie  found  ample  to  stuU^n 
the  Naval  Department  in  all  its  neoessai? 


operations,  and  give  a  reqwctable  mcrease  to 
our  naval  force. 

fiir,  add  Mr.  P.,  notwithstanding  the  reSec- 
Uons  which  have  been  cast  upon  oornavy,  lin- 
sistthat  it  has  performed  every  dnty  which  has 
been  required  of  it,  and  has  answered  every 
heoeSaial  object  of  its  establishnient.  Ont 
commerce  has  been  protected  on  every  sea. 
In  the  single  instance  of  insult  to  onr  seamen 
which  hasooonrred  in  many  years,  and  that  tj 
a  borbaroos  people,  chastisement  was  prompt- 
ly and  effectually  administered,  and  redress 
demanded  and  obtained ;  and  at  this  moment 
the  lightest  shallop  that  dare  venture  her  frail 
sides  upon  the  mountain  wave,  may  fold  hn 
wings  in  safety  in  every  port  of  the  civilized 
world  under  the  simple  protecUon  of  the  star* 
and  stripes. 

I  deny,  sold  Mr.  F.,  that  our  flag  lias  been  in- 
sulted agdn  and  again  fbr  want  of  an  efficioit 
maritime  force,  as  has  heen  alleged  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Bhith.)  We 
have  heard  mmors,  it  is  troe,  recentlr,  of  de- 
tention of  several  vessels  by  British  eraiKn 

the  coast  of  Africa,  bnt  we  have  heard  but 

)  side  of  the  story.  These  matters  are  prop- 
er subjects  of  inquiry  by  our  GoTenunent; 
and  if  these  detentions  were  without  ezcnee^ 
they  are  proper  subjects  for  a  demand  for  r»- 
dress.  Bnt  there  may  be  palliating  cirrmn- 
stances.  These  vessels  may  have  beat  fomid 
under  sttspicions  olrcomstAnoea,  thongfa,  in 
fact,  driving  slegal  traffic.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  aelentions  complained  (rf  werv 
made  upon  the  African  coast  by  the  veaeeb  of 
Englona  stationed  there  for  the  snppressioa 
of  ue  slave-trade— a  most  honorable  undertak- 
ing, in  which  I  hope  she  may  be  eminently 
successful.  She  has  reaped  profit  enough 
ttom  her  unjust  aggressions  in  other  puts  of 
the  world  to  enable  her  to  b«  humane  where 
she  can  gather  nothing  by  congneet.  Afnt* 
offers  nothing  to  her  rapacity  but  flesh  and 
blood,  of  which  she  has  already  more  than  tiM 
can  well  take  care  of;  and,  therefora,  affords  a 
proper  field  for  the  exhibition  of  natiooal  vir- 
tue, because  there  Is  no  temptaticok  to  he  un- 
just. 

Oomplaint  has  also  been  made  fiiat,  during 
the  recent  difficulties  between  Great  Britain 
and  China,  our  nation  was  not  property  repre- 
sented, nor  onr  commerce  protected  in  the 
Chinese  seas  by  our  vessels  of  war.  Why, 
:,  do  not  gentlemen  know  that  represent*- 
..jus  were  made  here  by  those  int^eetad  in  the 
Chinese  trade,  that  it  was  inexpedifait  to  send 
a  fleet  there;  that  American  iot^resta th«r« 
tn  no  danger ;  that  onr  mercbantnieti 
profiting  by  the  troubles  between  Eng- 
land and  China ;  and  that  an  armed  foroe  there 
might  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  taealipg 
the  jealousy  or  snspicions  of  that  peculiar 
people  !•    Sir,  sidd  Mr.  F^  gentlemen  are  inia- 
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Ukta.  Oar  flig  is  koown,  and  re«pected 
wherever  a  veMd  can  float  in  the  Known 
worid,  and  it  Is  related  (tf  the  late  Soltan,  that 
idoTv  he  kneir  aaj  thine  else  of  America,  lie 
leksowledged  that  be  had  "  lieard  of  a  fellow 
viUt  a  liloe  Jacket  who  bad  flogged  John  Boll 

Oar  present  nary  oondsts  of  slxtf -eiglit  etal, 
ofwhid)  tbirtj'-eix  are  now  in  oommiasion. 
WiU  tuj  one  say  that  is  not  eDoagh  for  a  peace 
HtabLiihmentf  The  Seoretaiy  of  the  Narf 
infonnt  na  that  it  bas  been  fonnd  sufficient  for 
•11  the  pnrpoaea  of  a  navr  In  time  of  pence; 
tad  the  Rom  of  six  hundred  thonsand  dollsM  of 
tba  naval  appropriatlona  of  lost  year  remains  nn- 
npanded,  becaaae  it  was  considered  nnneces- 

HIJ. 

Gentlemen  have  compared  onr  navy  with  that 
of  Great  Bribdn.  Bir,  it  ia  not  to  be  expected, 
DOT  b  it  dedrable,  that  onr  navj  ahonld  equal 
that  of  Great  Britain.  Ve  have  no  colonies 
(0  keep  in  awe — we  have  no  negotiations 
which  It  is  nec«esarj  to  oondnet  nnder  the  in- 
Sneoce  of  a  targe  fleet — we  have  no  entaOKlcd 
■Uiancea  to  gnvd,  dot  are  we  sarroonded  by 


ooiuposed.  Is  now  emplofed  in  more  profit- 
sble  svocatdoDS  than  the  public  service.  Car 
navy  must  grow  with  a  necessity  for  a  navy. 
Nuraleon's  wan  made  Kapoleon's  marshsls; 
HW  when  the  oavsl  service  offers  the  proper 
iiidnoaments,  in  the  shape  of  pay  or  in  nonor, 
1  force  eaa  be  gathered  from  yonr  coasters, 
joor  fishing  vessels,  and  your  merchantmen, 
ndi  ss  the  world  has  never  yet  seen  for 
bravery,  enterprise,  and  e»ery  quality  which 
CSD  insure  the  honor  and  safety  of  onr  country. 
Id  a  yooQg  and  peaoefiil  nation  like  oars, 
where  every  avenne  of  bauness  is  more  inviting 
than  the  pablio  service,  it  is  not  snrprising 
thtt  the  naval  spirit  shoold  fall  somewhat  to 
decsy.  What  iodaoement  baa  e  man  of  ability 
ud  enterprise  who  can  earn  his  bread  in  any 
other  way,  to  embark  for  a  three  years'  voyage 
in  ■  man-of-war,  to  leave  behind  nearly  aH 
the  ittaohments  of  Ufa,  to  endnre,  as  Dr. 
JolmiOD  says,  all  the  privations  of  a  prison, 
■ith  the  additioDal  risk  of  being  drowned. 
Bot  the  naval  spirit  "  is  not  dead,  it  eleepeth ; " 
sod  the  Srst  gun  which  shall  boom  across  the 
'Iter,  will  awaken  it,  refreshed  and  invigor- 


ated, "  like  a  Btronc  Dum  to 
Another  reason  has  be«i  ni^ed,  said  Ur 


why  this  aniMdnteat  shonld  pass,  and  that  is 
the  present  state  of  ow  fordgn  relations  and 
the  posribiUty  ot  probability  of  a  war.  He 
aonndered  this  enUUed  to  lees  oonsideration 
tlisn  any  other  which  bad  been  mentioned, 
it  was  conceded  that  we  were  in  no  danger 
of  oollisioa  with  any  power  except  England, 
•ad  he  wonld  imagine  no  sach  extremity  of 


folly  in  theyear  1641,  as  it  wonld  beon  thepart 
of  Great  Britain  to  declare  war  agabist  the 
TTnltM  SUtes.  What  Is,  and  has  been,  the 
national  policy  of  Great  Britunt  Why,  sir, 
to  talk  of  glory  and  to  fieht  for  gain — and 
anrely  there  is  nothing  in  this  country  which 
can  excite  her  cnptdity  ;  which  would  pay  the 
cost  of  taking,  what  must  be  the  Inevitable, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  probable,  conseqnenoes 
of  snoh  a  war  I  Sir,  pnt  down  the  certain  and 
immediate  loss  of  her  North  American  Colonies 
— the  deatraotion  of  her  manafactoree,  by 
ontting  off  the  supply  oftherawmaterialwbi<£ 
^ves  her  operatives  employment,  the  destrao- 
tion  of  the  best  msrkot  ftir  her  mannawtorod 
articles ;  added  to  this,  that  she  sasiwnds,  per- 
ht^B  eiUngnishes,  a  debt  dne  to  her  citizens, 
it  is  s^d,  of  some  two  hundred  millions  of 
doUsrs.    Besides,  sir,  has   she  no   unsettled 

Snestions  with  her  Enropean  neighbors,  or, 
'  there  are  none,  may  they  not  be  raised 
when  her  neighbors  think  a  fovorable  oppor- 
tnnity  occnn  for  B  snccessftal  negotiation  t  Is 
not  France  almost  "  sick  of  a  calm  t  "  is  she 
not  her  "  natnral  enemy  t  "  and  does  she  not 
now  possess  the  abundant  meana,  as  she  aver 
has  bad  the  inclination,  for  en  encounter  with 
England  t  Has  not  Russia,  in  her  eastern  pro- 
gress, already  reached  the  confines  of  the 
British  possessions  t  But,  aside  from  all  these 
collateral  conriderationa,  what  ea»  England 
Min  by  a  war  with  ne  f  Nothing,  sir,  noudng. 
The  utmost  she  can  do  Is,  the  destmotioa, 
perh^M  at  the  onset,  of  some  maritime  tAwns, 
which  would  not  weaken  onr  ability  by  the 
strength  of  a  single  man,  or  the  value  of  a  rin- 
gle  dollar ;  as  to  conquering  a  fbot  of  Ameri- 
can eon,  no  man  in  his  senses  ever  thinks  of  iL 
Sir,  said  Ur.  F.,  I  have  but  glanced  at  a  tew 
of  the  considerations  whio^  in  my  opinion, 
show  that  we  are  in  no  danger  of  war  with 
England ;  and  all  these  things  she  knows,  m 
well  sa  we  do ;  she  knows  our  strength  and 
our  resources ;  she  knows  that  a  war  begon  Is 
not  to  be  ended  in  aday ;  she  has  had  a  "taste 
of  onr  gifta  "  in  the  Revdntion,  end  again  in  the 
last  war ;  and  within  the  last  few  years  aba 
has  seen  a  ipedmen  of  the  stuff  of  which 
American  militia  are  composed,  which  will 
not  safibr  by  a  «»npari»on  with  Bunker  BSl 
or  the  San  Jacinto,  I  allude  to  that  moat  nn< 
fortunate  oocturenee,  the  battle  at  Windmill 
Point, 

Let  me  add,  Ur,  F.  ocmtiuned,  that  in  my 
opinion  there  Is  not,  and  haa  not  been,  any 
cause  fi>r  eoUirfon  between  the  two  oonntriet, 
The  correuMKidenoe  between  the  two  Govern- 
menta  on  tJie  qnestiona  at  issna,  which  haa  been 
carried  on  both  here  and  at  London,  la,  In  my 
opinion,  in  all  respects  creditable  to  the  present 
Administration,  And  notwithstanding  the 
odlnm  which  a  reckless  party  has  sought  to 
heap  npon  the  Executive  for  pusillanimity,  fbr 
cowering  before  the  British  lion,  I  was  pleased 
to  hear  ray  honorable  oolle^ue,  (Mr.  Quirozs,) 
but  a  day  or  two  ago,  express  hia  approbation 
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of  the  DegolktloDB  as  condncted  bf  thie  Qov- 
eroment.  On  this  mibjeot  all  has  been  done 
which  the  honor  of  the  ootintrj  required ;  and 
I  BbftU  be  content  if  the  coming  Administration 
do  as  welL  Again,  it  ia  argned  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  Istelj 
made  to  the  Boose,  ia  calculated  to  produce 
disBatlB&ction  on  the  part  of  the  English  Got- 
emment  I  bave  read  that  report,  and  I  ep- 
prove  of  it — it  apeaka  ont  boldly  in  terms  worthy 
of  the  nation,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  find  a  hearty 
regponse  in  tha  boBom  of  cTcry  patriot  in  the 
oonntry,  and  especially  among  those  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  who  feel  the  deepest  interest 
in  the  qnestiona  discnssed  in  that  report.  The 
bm^nage  of  that  report,  said  Ur.  F.,  &Us  &r 
behind,  in  spirit  and  force,  the  langnage  of  the 
pnblio  press  on  the  firontier,  where  the  pabllo 
mind  bas  beta  moat  excited  on  this  anhjeot 
Tme  it  is,  sir,  that  tnnoh  of  that  exdtement  ban 
been  created  by  political  deraagognes  for  the 
basest  party  purposes,  and  when  the  debate 
took  place  here  on  the  motion  to  print  that 
report,  and  my  honorable  colleagnes  fhim  Erie 
and  Ontario  otjeoted  to  the  fiolence  of  ita  lan- 
rooge,  it  occnrred  to  me  that  those  whose  frienda 
had  rode  into  power  open  the  whirlwind,  al- 
ready began  to  tremble,  lest,  now  that  Qtey  are 
about  to  asantne  the  reina  of  GoTemment,  they 
dionld  he  nnable  to  direct  the  storm. 

I  shall  mention,  continned  Hr.  F.,  bat  one 
other  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  this  in- 
crease of  the  naval  appropriation.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  treat  the  recent  oleotion  as  if  it  had 
not  token  place.  The  people  were  told  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Oovenmient  were  too  great; 
and  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  sncoessfnl  party 
hare  foigotten  the  pledges  of  retrenchment  they 
made  baore  the  election,  I  have  not;  and  I 
■unre  tbem  that  so  far  as  my  vote  is  concerned, 
both  in  this  Congress  and  the  next,  "  the  econ- 
omy they  teach  I  will  execnte,  and  it  ahall  go 
hanl,  bat  I  will  better  the  inslriiction." 

Ur.  JoiTBs,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  titer  the 
able  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  bad  preceded 
faim,  it  wonld  be  hardly  necessary  for  him  to 
■ay  a  word.  He  wonld,  nevertheless,  submit  a 
few  facts,  by  way  of  oorrectioK  the  erroueons 
impreaaion  which  was  likely  to  be  made  on  tiie 
pnolio  mind,  by  the  remarlu  of  gentlemen  who 
oonddared  the  navy  had  been  neglected.  After 
noticing  the  variona  and  contradictory  state- 
ments which  had  been  given  by  members  of 
the  Opposition  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
our  navy,  Mr.  J.  referred  to  authentic  docn- 
menta  to  show  what  was  the  actual  condition 
of  that  branch  of  the  pnblic  defence,  and  that 
it  was  n«e  in  the  "  mlnous  and  dilapidated  " 
otmdition  as  was  represented. 

Mr.  J.  tliea  read  from  official  documents  to 
•how  that  we  had  now  twenty-sis  vessels  in 
ooiamission,  and  that  these  tnenty-six  were  so 
arroaged  as  to  afford  on  effectual  protection  to 
tiu  commerce  of  the  country. 

After  showing  the  great  and  gradoal  increase 
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of  the  navy  for  the  last  fifteen  yeus,  Mr.  J.  nU 
he  referred  to  those  foots  to  shov  that  wai 
had  been  done  to  strengthen  this  srm  rf  on 
national  de&qce,  and  that  a  larger  UDOuDtot 
money  had  been  appropriated  thsnvntbo^ 
necessary  to  be  nsml. 

He  then  called  attention  to  the  prtpanttoTS 
made  by  the  Navy  Department  so  as  to  put  it  ii 
tiie  power  of  Government,  in  couofeiDergeH;,      | 
to  bring  into  service  almost  any  amuimt  a  ves- 
sels that  might  be  required. 

Gentlemen  appeared  t«  have  lost  ligfat  d  tlit 
fact  that  contracts  bad  been  entered  into  Ij  Ikt 
Department  for  frame-timben  of  *  great  tniB- 
ber  of  vessels,  which  framo-timben  vere  «» 
soning  and  being  prepared  in  a  proper  ahi^ 
ready  to  be  put  together  when  required.  Fnm 
the  oocnment  appended  to  the  report,  It  vooU 
be  seen  that  contracts  hod  been  midefbr&imt 
timbers  for 

IS  ships  of  the  linc^  ' 

18  frigates, 
1C  sloops  in  war, 
0  steamers, 
9  brigs  and  schooners, 
besides  copper,  iron,  &o. 

Here,  llicn,  was  the  wood  seasooiiie  ii 
bein^  prepared  in  a  proper  shape,  reuj  In 
putting  together  this  great  force,  whensra  n 
emergency  might  arise. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  the  report  to  ibn 
what  number  of  the  above  were  sctosHj  not'     | 
plete  and  required  nothing  more  tbsn  pUiiif     , 
together.     This,  in  additioo  to  the  incretsei' 
the  navy  during  the  last  ten  yean,  vosM  ei- 
hibit  a  state  of  preparation  which  ceriiiDlj    | 
could  not  have  been  borne  in  mind  bf  the  gtt' 
tlemen  who  had  addressed  the  comniittet. 

Ur.  PioEBNS  said  it  was  hia  intentiui  to  v*>    I 
in  the  first  instance  for  the  amendment  of  tb    | 
scntieman  from  Virginia,  (Ur,  Mallort,)**^ 
Uien  to  have  vot«d  asfunst  the  amendment  ol 
the  genUeman  from  Massaohnsetta,  (Ur.  Su.- 
TOXSTAU.,)  as  amended.     He  bad  intosdcd  H    , 
do  that  because,  at  this  time,  he  felt  it  Iw  M 
to  go  agunst  all  further  ^tpronriatiaot  tins 
$1,426,000,  as  reported  In  the  bill. 

The  Okiik  observed  that  there  was  bstw 
amendment  then  pending,  that  of  the  |eiill«- 
man  from  Virginia,  having  been  accepted  by 
the  genUenum  from  Massa^usetta,  as  ainadifi- 
cation, 

Mr.  PioxBKs  said  he  would  then  vote  H'^ 
the  whole  proposition  to  am«nd,  as  he  cooin- 
ered  $1,400,000  amply  sufficient  tor  sUihw^ 
cable  purposes,  at  the  present  time.  Ilepio- 
tested  against  any  action  being  bad  v'tth  > 
view  to  a  contingency,  or  any  lepslatioa  beiig 
based  on  the  expectation  of  war.  If  il* 
were  the  real  as[:«ot  of  things,  the  sma  r**^ 
posed  by  the  om^dmeut  wonjd  be  ■  row* 
bagatelle;  Instead  of  such  a  paltry  ■nxw't 
they  would  want  million*;  and  be,  in  sod* 
state  of  things,  would  be  ready  to  vote  (iff '™ 
mmionBinBt«adof$l,4ae,0(W.    Bol^  at  pi«ei>ti 
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Hr.  P.  went  on  to  saj  that  when  the  proper 
me  Bhonid  arrive  for  a  revUion  of  the  tari^ 
)  then  would  pledge  himself  to  go  with 
;ntl«men  of  th«  North  for  Bach  a  t&s  as 
loold  be  amply  anffident  for  eTerjr  want  of 
le  CADotry.  But  let  gentlemen  wut  ontil 
le  time  shoold  arrire,  for  he  protested  agunat 
lis  legislation  \>j  piecemeal.  At  this  late 
iriod  of  tlie  BeadoD,  now  that  four  dajs  only 
tmatned,  we  were  not  prepared  to  do  joElice  to 
le  subject  referred  to  hy  the  moTer  of  the 
nandment.  fint  if  any  thing  should  oocnr, 
hicb  mi^t  lead  to  a  war,  he  tmsted  that  an 
ctn  Ksaion  would  be  called,  and  that  thett, 
hen  the  caie  would  actnally  exist,  they  would 
■X  like  a  tnt  people.  But  at  present  he 
oold  rtiee  his  Toioe  against  any  legialatJon 
■oking  towards  war. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
lent  of  Ur,  Saltoksiall,  as  modified  by  Ur. 
[auabt,  aa  follows : 

"For  iDcreue,  repair,  ■nnament,  snd  equipment 
f  the  uTT,  sod  wear  and  tear  of  Tesaelg  In  eommis- 
ion,  |S.o6o,000;  (S00,000  of  whid)  son  tiuU  be 
ipendeid  ia  building  ind  equippbg  wir  steamers  of 


And  decided  in  the  negatiT»— a^es  63,  noes 

81.TITBD1.T,  February  SB. 

Seerganitatioa  qfJrtdieial  CHreuiU. 

Vr.  Cjjlt,  of  Alabama,  then  offered  tbe  fol- 

owing   amendment,    <      

Fhicl)  iodnced  him  to 


"TThit  bereafter  the  eastern  and  watem  diatricta 
(  PemiaylTanW  and  the  district  of  Vew  Jaraey,  and 
he  district  of  Ddawani  dull  toim  the  thiid  dnniit ; 
ha  district  of  Haiylud  and  tbe  eastern  district  of 
riirinnahall  fem  the  fooMh  drcolt;  the  district 
i  Noctb  CsidlM,  the  eHten  and  w«ateni  disMcts 
iT  Sooth  CanBin,  and  tbe  district  of  Qeoi|^  shaU 
inn  tbcBAh  drcait;  tbe  sontbem  dlstriot  of  Ala- 


D  and  middle  districts  of  TennceMe,  _.  .. . 
Mm  the  elefath  dnmit ;  and  the  district  of  Ariun- 
Ki,  tbe  district  of  Uasonri,  and  the  district  of  Ken- 
si^  dall  Tona  the  ninth  drcnit 

"Sic.  S.  Awl  In  U/vrthtr  maeUd,  That  Hio  dr- 
ill court  fbr  the  dMiictof  Ariiansaa,  shali  be  holden 
M  the  foiuth  Hondiy  erf  April,  and  the  fonith  Honday 
^  October  ia  sadi  and  erery  year ;  and  It  ahall  be 
tx  duty  of  Ae  SNodata  jnatioB  of  die  Snpreme 
^ttsUotledtotba  niMh  dnndt,  to  preside  at  the 
^i«  term  of  the  drcdt  court  of  ttie  dislricl  of 
^'uoMi;  and  tbe  assodale  Jnstiae  of  the  Supreme 
t^rt  allotted  to  the  dghth  dnsmt,  to  ptMide  at  the 
tfing  tern  of  (lie  oiicnit  court,  for  the  soothem  dis- 
tnrt  of  Hiauippi,  wMdi  shall  be  holden  on  the 
"oxa  UoaStj  in  December." 


Mr.  KoAnx  eaii  he  would  not  reconcile  it  to 
himself  to  permit  this  question  being  token, 
without  offering  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject. 
If  he  understood  ariffht  the  amendment  just 
offered  and  read  to  the  Senate,  its  objects  and 
effect  is  to  abolish,  to  obliterate  from  existence^ 
the  ancient  jndioial  circuit  oompoeed  of  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  I  Never 
was  he  taken  more  by  anrprise  than  now  I 
Without  the  time  and  the  means  of  giviog 
due  ooDsideration  to  the  reasons  we  have  just 
heard  in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  without 
the  possibility  of  any  express  knowledge  of 
the  wishes  of  these  two  loog-asaociated  old 
States  in  regard  to  the  proposed  severance,  I 
but  yield  to  the  impulse  of  the  moment  in 
rising  in  mj  place  and  entering  my  solemn 
and  eamest  protest  against  the  proceeding.    I 

Erotest  agunst  it,  sir,  beoaose  at  this  last 
urried  moment  of  an  expiring  seeston  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  impossible  that  saoh  a  change  aa 
this  can  be  made  with  that  deliberation  which 
a  due  regard  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  all 
the  parts  of  the  Union  reqnires  at  our  hands. 
I  protest  against  it,  sir,  I>ooause  if  a  general 
change  is  reqnired  so  as  to  eqaslize  the  labors 
of  all  the  jnd^  I  cannot  see  why  this  parU- 
colar  circuit  is  to  be  made  tbe  point  of  depar* 
ture,  and  thereby  out  in  twain,  merged  mto 
two  other  circuits,  and  thns  blotted  out  from 
her  old  position  on  the  Judioial  m^i  of  the 
Union. 

llr.  Preddent,  these  are  two  of  the  old 
Atlantic  States  of  tbe  good  "  old  Thirteen," 
They  embrace  a  long  extent  of  seaboard,  and 
from  their  local  portion,  and  long  standing 
jndioial  connection,  are  oertunly  entitled  to 
consideration.  The  reasons  asngnod  for  thia 
measure  are.  first,  the  long  travel  of  some  of 
the  Judges  of  tiie  West  and  Southwest  to  tittat 
courts;  and  second,  the  heavy  dockets  they 
flud  in  them.  The  first  is  caused  by  the  ex- 
tensive territory  and  spsne  population  of  these 
States,  and  must  soon  be  obviated  by  the  strong 
stream  of  immigration  which  ia  rapidly  filUns 
up  our  wilderness.  And  as  re^ds  the  second 
reason,  if  there  is  now  but  little  buuness  in 
tbe  circuit  proposed  to  be  atwlished,  I  am  very 
thankfnl  for  it,  as  it  icdioatea  two  things: 
that  our  citisens  are  free  from  debt,  and  that 
our  oonntry  ia  at  peace  with  foreign  nations. 
If  there  be,  as  is  alleKed,  on  unusual  crowd  of 
bnsinesa  at  this  time  ia  the  oonrta  of  the  West- 
em  and  South-western  States,  no  man  deplores 
more  than  I  do  the  state  of  indebtedness  whioh 
it  indicates.  But  that  state  of  things  cannot 
always  be.  The  deranged  state  of  the  currency, 
and  the  rage  for  speculation  and  wealth,  whi^ 
has  oauaed  this  heavy  mass  of  litigatiou  in  these 
oonrts,  cannot  always  be;  norcanpeacealwaya 
exist.  And  it  aiioold  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
in  time  of  war,  when  some  of  those  oonrts 
woold  feel  no  eontegvmU  acoeeuon  of  budness, 
the  oircuit  prottosed  to  bo  tamgti  would, 
from  its  local  position,  neoessaiuy  have  thrown 
into  Its  oonrts  miritune  aod  admiralty  huai- 
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una.  Bal^  air,  it  is  not  to  the  preeiw  gvaatum 
of  court  boniiBBS  to  Thudi  I  look  In  this  mat- 
ter ;  for  that  cannot  be  kept  ei^oaUted  amoDgst 
the  oironita,  exoept  by  a  legieUtion  too  fre- 
qnent  for  the  neoesBOTT'  permanencT  of  an; 
B^etem.  It  is  to  the  lo^  positioD  of  tkia  cir- 
cuit— it  ia  to  the  seotioD  of  the  Union  in  which 
it  stands — it  is  to  the  position  it  has  bo  long 
and  BO  honorahlr  oconpied  on  the  Judicial  map 
of  the  ooontrj,  ttiat  I  look.  And,  ar,  it  is  the 
canaes  wbtah  oome  before  tiie  Snprenia  Conrt, 
no  matter  where  originaUng,  inTolriog  her 
dearast  eooatitatioDal  rights,  that  add  to  laj 
feeling  on  thia  sobjeot  Bnt,  Mr.  President, 
ff  a  new  arrangement  of  the  Jndicial  oironit  is 
neoenar;  to  equalize  the  labors  of  the  Jndgea, 
why  n<^  let  me  ask,  add  to  this  old  circnit 
her  sister  Bonth  Carolina,  or  her  beloved 
-dao^tcr  Eentnckf,  or  her  req)ecited  neighbor 
Teoneasee,  and  tlios  obviate  the  evil  compltuoed 
o(  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  this  old  oir- 
onit and  its  homogeneonsoharaoter.  I  am  oer- 
t^,  sir,  that  there  is  no  reasonable  eipan- 
rion  of  thig  oironit  which  the  pnblio  weal  ma; 
demand,  to  which  it  wonla  not  oheerfiillj 
yield.  Bat,  air,  whilst  it  is  at  this  moment  eab- 
mittlDg,  in  monmfal  resSgnatioD,  to  the  late 
heavj  dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has 
soddenl;  deprived  )t  and  the  oonntiy  of  an 
eminent  Jnnst  and  jndge,  I  do  hc^e  Uiat  this 
bod;  wiU  panae  beibie  it  av^s  itself  of  that 
dispensation  as  a  resson  fbr  striking  from  eziat- 
enoe  a  drcnit  almost  ooeval  with  onr  jo^oial 
ejrstem,  and  which,  to  aa;  the  least,  has  never 
yet  impaired  itB  strength,  or  distnrbed  its 
symmetry.  I  have  thought  these  hasty  re- 
marka  dne  to  my  pomtion  here  on  the  present 
oooasfon ;  and  however  they  may  be  received, 
and  whatever  may  be  the  fote  of  the  propceed 
measara^  I  feel  that  in  making  them  I  have 
done  lOT  dntj. 

Ur.  CSLkT,  of  Alabama,  sMd,  for  tbe  last  few 
years  there  bad  been  more  or  less  s^d  about 
the  ineqoality  of  the  duties  of  the  members  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt;  and  in  1887,  as  would  be 
reooUected,  he  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Seoretary  of  State  to  faraish  infor- 
mation respeoting  the  number  of  suits  tried, 
and  the  nnmber  of  miles  travelled  by  each 
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6  Ago,  with  a  view  to  an  eqnaliEstion  of  the 
botBof  thejndges.  TheretnmoftheSeotetary 
was  then  In  his  hand,  and  it  ehowed  that  the 


Weet  and  &a  Sonth-west  fbmlshed  mnch  the 
greater  part  of  the  bnsineas  of  the  Union ;  bnt 
uiere  had  been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any 
alterations  of  the  different  circuits,  and  the 
proposition  made  for  the  pnrpose  was  voted 
down,  Bnt  a  late  melanoholy  and  deplorable 
«rmt  whioh  had  oocnrred,  (the  death  of  Jndge 
Barbonr,)  bad  obviated  the  diffloolties  that 
were  prevlonaly  in  the  way,  if  the  Senate 
thonght  proper  now  to  act,  and  there  would  be 
no  vtolation  of  good  MUx  with  the  judges. 
And  what  olitjeotion  oonld  be  opposed  to  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate!  Because  a 
State  bad  heretofore  had,  should  a  State  always 


have  a  jadge  appmated  fiom,  and  raidfal 
witiiin,  her  limits!  Be  felt  for  Viiipiui  h 
much  veneration  as  any  other  hoaenUt 
Senator,  and  he  was  as  ready  to  see  ^ihe 
hada  just  participation  in  all  that  wuraiojtd 
by  the  oUier  States;  bat  did  they  not  bar 
that  Virginia  had  had  a  judge  of  tb«  BnpniM 
Court  MwoBt  for  the  last  forty  Jtut,  *l>n 
associated  with  North  Carolina  I    Bnllj,  wot- 

Elsint  from  Virgioia  came  now  with  i  rnt 
sd  grace ;  it  would  come  with  a  betUi  gm 
from  North  Carolina,  which,  dniiog  the  pined 
he  had  mentioned,  had  not  be^  re{«t»it 
ed  in  that  court  Bnt  this  was  a  qnutioo 
in  which  the  pablio  interest  was  inTeWfJ; 
it  was  a  question  how  the  <Hronits  raoM  be 
best  arranged,  so  as  to  prmnote  a  jm^dii- 
chai^  of  Jadiclal  duties,  and  how  the  pnblit 
interests  conid  be  best  taken  care  (rfutabtal 
despatched.  The  arrangement  now  propond 
was  to  add  Virginia  to  the  oircoit  m  vbidi 
the  Chief  Justice  resided,  and  to  add  NvUi 
Carolina  to  the  circuit  in  which  Jadge  ¥ijm 
resided.  And  what  was  the  olijeotloii.  ui^ 
it  was  that  one  State  should  slwayi  bin  i 
Jndge!  This  was  no  valid  objection.  Ifiq 
claim  existed,  it  was  that  of  North  Csn^iai 
But  the  present  Jndge  of  the  circuit  to  vUdi 
North  Carolina  was  now  proposed  to  beiddri, 
was  ftdly  competent  to  the  peiformaoce  (rf  lb 
addititmal  duties  that  wonld  devolve  if 
him,  and  when  he  should  reeign,  or  bia  «•' 
should  be  vacated  in  any  other  way,  Korlli 
Carolina  would  then  be  entitled  to  omAMr 
tion.  Bnt  there  was  no  objeotiQo;  sod  te 
ho^  that  they  wonld  not  pass  over  the  w- 
picious  moment  which  then  presented  itni 
to  equaliie  the  duties  of  thesejudges.  He  tta 
referred  to  the  report  on  Ms  taole,  to  vliiu 
he  before  referred,  to  show  that  then  i""^ 
be  some  modification  of  the  drcniU  T^ 
honorable  Senator  read  largely  fr*^  ^  **" 
turns  of  Judicial  bnoneae  on  the  ciicoltj^  ^ 
which  it  appeared  that  tlie  bnnntss  li  tbt 
other  circuits  was  very  inconmderaUe,  is  e(» 
pared  with  those  of  the  Sonthem  sod  SoaOr 
western  dronil^  and  he  invited  the  attentioo 
of  the  Senate  to  the  state  ofthe  bosistei,  tbil 
they  mi^t  see  how  imprstdloaUe  it  tm  tW 
the  Judges  ot  those  dranits  should  do  joOiH 
to  themselves  and  to  the  oonntry.  The  '""'f^ 
of  business  was  too  great  to  be  de^atehed  V 
the  judges  to  whom  it  was  assigned;  im 
should  they  then,  by  a  reference  to  lay  W" 
posed  claim  of  any  particular  State  er  iodi- 
vidual,  and  in  disregard  of  those  who  wei*  « 
nearly  iqterested,  refuse  to  eqoalise  the  anumit 
of  Ubor  which  Uie  judges  bear  I  He  trwtsi 
they  wonld  not ;  and  be  hoped  they  *<^' 
put  the  court  on  a  footing,  in  special  leforcBH 
to  the  public  interest,  against  all  other  intenn 
and  oonriderations  whoever.  Virgil  f^  °? 
ddm  which  should  operate  to  the  MiJeeUos  it 
this  proportion.  Be  had  Bud  that  she  w 
had  one  judge  for  the  last  forty  y*"*;,"'^ 
had  not  stated  the  whole  truth,  for  she  n» 
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Dot  oa\f  had  the  Chief  Jnetioe  bat  one  of  the 
Igmoiate  Judge*  also.  He  waa  not  disposed 
to  do  injustice  to  anjr  one ;  and  he  was  aatiafied 
that  no  I^Jnatioe  wonld  be  done  by  the  adop- 
tion of  thU  meaanre.  It  was  an  airanffemeut 
wbich  met  the  approbation  of  all  the  jnages  on 
tbe  benoh,  and  he  waa  of  opinion  it  Bbonld 
rtodva  tbe  aoqoiesceooe  of  the  Senate.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  amendment 
be  had  propoeed, 

Ur.  Olatton  en^geeted  a  modlflotUoti  of  an 
imendmeDt  by  which  Delaware  wonld  be  In- 
doded  in  the  fbnrth  district;  which,  was  ao- 
cepted  hj  JLr,  Oi^t. 

Mr.  HuHTnioTov  sopported  the  proposed 
change  In  the  arraDKementaof  the  (^nitB  as 
eondndve  to  tlie  pnblio  Intereat,  and  oontended 
that  eveij  other  State  bad  a>  good  a  rl^t  as 
Tirgtoia  to  a  Judge  to  reside   within   their 

Mr.  Euro  rose  to  aar  that  if  the  Senate 
ihoold  debate  this  bill,  thej  might  as  well  lay 
it  on  the  table ;  for  nnleaa  it  waa  sent  to  the 
other  branch  of  Oongreaa  to-daj,  it  ooold  not 
be  Bent  at  all,  witboat  a  snspenBioa  of  tbe 
rnlca,  in  whkh  the  other  Eonse  must  ooncnr. 
He  (kr.  Knro)  waa  io  favor  of  tbe  bill,  and  be 
fntreeled  gentlemen  who  might  likewise  bo 
bvorable  to  tbe  measure,  not  to  conaame  the 
time  witb  a  lengthened  debate,  for  thej*  might 
just  aa  well  rote  it  down  at  once. 

Mr.  If  AHotnr  aald  in  a  abort  time  the  Weet 
woold  require  more  Jndioial  eld,  and  he  sup- 
ported tbia  proposition  because  he  was  nnwill- 
ing  to  see  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  in- 
creased in  number.  In  times  of  peacc^  tbe 
buiiness  of  the  ooart,  in  bia  own  State,  could 
be  d«apBtched  in  two  or  three  days ;  in  timea 
tl  war,  the  bnaineaa  wonld  be  inoreaaed,  hut 
when  it  beoamu  neoessarj,  it  wonld  be  easy  to 
detail  more  force  to  that  part  of  tbe  country. 
Bat  in  order  to  keep  down  the  number  of 
Jodges  io  the  Supreme  Court,  it  became  neoee- 
M17  to  re-airange  the  circuits. 

Mr.  Sktikb  sent  to  the  Secretary's  deek,  to 
h«  read,  a  lett«r  which  be  had  reoeived  from 
Judge  Omton  on  the  snlgeot,  and  in  favor  of 
thta  arraogement, 

the  SeOTetary  having  read  the  letter, 

Ur.  HAiTomi  asked  if  be  were  to  nnderatand 
that  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  were  to  be 


Hr.  HuvTDroTON  arose  amidst  a  ory  of 
"qoeetion,"  and  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  BounL  who  called  for  the  ayea  and  noes 
on  tbe  amendment. 

Ur.  BiNTOir  waa  opposed  to  the  amend- 
"Knt,  and  he  would  Btat«  some  of  his  reasons. 
Some  rears  ago,  when  tbe  judicial  oircnita  were 
Unused,  he  showed  bis  anxiety  to  have  an 
tquliiation  of  tbe  eironiU  ttxt  the  Weet ;  that 
w^re  had  Inoreaaed,  and  eontinned  to  increase, 
ud  oonld  not  be  prevented  increaung  by  an 


aotion  on  thia  bilL  They  bad  two  Territories 
in  tbe  Korth-weat  almost  ready  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union;  they  might  ezpeot  to  hear 
their  taps  at  tbe  door  of  tbe  Senate  Chamber 
very  aoon,  deman^ng  admiauon;  tbe  South, 
too,  bad  a  Territory  afmost  ready  for  admisrion 
into  the  Union;  and  if  there  waa  to  be  any 
change  now,  he  sbonld  desire  to'  eee  two  new 
drcnlts  fbr  the  Weet.  He  was  in  favor  of 
inoreaaiDg  the  nnmber  of  Judges  in  tbe  Union ; 
he  wantM  to  see  aa  many  as  there  were  in  Great 
Brit^.  He  desired  to  see  at  least  as  many 
Judges  to  take  oogniionce  over  1,500  miles 
square,  to  take  cognizance  over  die  laws  and 
the  Conatitntioa  of  the  United  Btat«s,  and 
the  laws  and  the  Oonatitntian  of  the  aeveral 
States,  as  there  were  in  England  to  take  cog- 
nizanoe  over  a  territory  in  eztAnt  not  more  tbui 
equel  to  one  of  our  large  Btatee.  He  waa  in 
favor  of  aeebg  twelve  Judges  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court.  But  ue  condition  of  the  dockets  he 
looked  upon  aa  accidental,  and  the  qnantnm  of 
basiness,  be  was  of  opinion,  should  not  be 
taken  ezdnsively  as  tbe  rule  to  eovem  them. 
He  looked  upon  tbe  circuit  Judges— for  all 
were  drcuit  judges — in  a  two-fold  character; 
they  bad  ]^wer  to  act  as  Judges  of  their  cir- 
cuits, conaiating  of  one,  two,  or  three  States, 
and  as  judges  here  of  tbe  whole  Union;  and 
therefore  he  should  be  opposed  to  striking 
Virginia  and  Sorth  Carolina  from  tbe  Judiciu 
map  of  tbe  countir-  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
different  sections  of  this  Union  being  represent- 
ed on  the  bench  of  tbe  Supreme  Conrt,  for 
the  highest  functions  were  the  duties  they 
were  called  npon  to  discharge  here :  they  bad 
to  pass  jadgment  on  the  laws  of  tbe  Union 
and  of  the  States  of  tbe  Union,  and  whatever 
waa  their  deciuon,  no  matter  who  were  tbe 
parties — and  one  case  was  now  depending — 
tbe  case  of  tbe  Afrioaua — of  great  mtereet  to 
tbia  country — the  decision  became  binding  and 
obligatory  all  ovw  the  Union.  And  by  whom 
were  theee  cases  deddedt  Not  br  the  district' 
judges,  but  b^  all  the  Judges  of  the  Union,  at 
the  metropolis  of  the  Union,  and  he  was  not 
willing  to  strike  Viivinia  out  of  the  judicial 
map  of  tbe  country.  He  now  spoke  as  a  dti- 
sen  of  tbe  Union,  interested  in  tbe  oonstructlon 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Union,  of  tbe  laws 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  State  laws,  tbe  whole 
of  which  came  before  tbe  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court :  be  fdt  deurous  that  to  de- 
termine these  weighty  matters,  there  ahonld 
be  an  ample  number,  and  that  they  should  be 
brought  from  every  great  section  of  tbe 
country.  Could  they  oiamisa  such  States  as 
North  OaroUna  and  Vir^nla,  great  oa  they 
were  in  extent  and  Bavolntionorr  in  their 
character,  and  belonging  as  they  ^d  to  tbe 
original  thirteen?  Could  they  have  tbe 
diflorent  sections  of  the  Union  represented  on 
tbe  bench  of  the  Snpreme  Conrt  when  two 
such  States  were  struck  from  the  mapt  And 
if  it  were  done,  how  long  did  they  think  it 
would  last!    He  would  answer  tbe  question 
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himself— froin  the  4th  of  March  to  the  17th 
of  Maj,  which  he  nndontood  was  the  da; 
fixed  DpoD  for  the  meeting  of  the  extra  Bes^n. 
He  was  oppoeed  then  to  thU  amendment,  on 
important   gronoda,  leariDg    entirely  oat   of 
view  the  qaantom  of  basineas  the  io.^p»  tnig'  ' 
at  one  time  or  aootber  perform.    'Die  Wi 
needs  more  circnita — the  bench  of  the  Bnprei 
Court  needs  twelve  jadgea,  and  so  far  as  1 
judgment  went,  th^  ought  not  to  be  pat  off 
with    nine.     He   should    therefore  Jom    the 
Senator  from  VirginU  (Mr.  Roane)  who  had 
spoken  agunat  the  propoutian,  Western  man 

Ur.  BuoHAirtB'  sud  the  qneation  was  within  s 
very  narrow  compaas.  It  was  rimplj  this :  Shall 
we  prolong  the  exiatenoe  of  a  Judicial  oircnit 
east  of  the  mount^ns,  which  is  not  at  all  re- 
quired to  transact  the  jndiclal  bnsinesa  of  the 
oonntry ;  or  shall  we  aboli^  It,  and  tu  its  stead 
establish  a  new  droait  in  the  Sontb-weatcm 
portion  of  the  TJniOD,  where  it  is  so  much 
wanted  that  it  is  now  phjricallf  impossible  for 
the  oircnit  Judge  there  to  transact  one-half  the 
bninnesa,  or  even  personally  to  attend  all  the 
conrts  appointed  by  law  to  be  held.  This  was 
most  certainly  the  tme  state  of  the  case ;  and 
nnder  snob  circumstances,  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  people  of  Virginia,  merely  for  the  sake 
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abeolutelj  indispensable  to  their  best  interests. 
The  present  nnmber  of  judges  on  the  bench 
of  the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  waa  already  greBt«r  than 
he  could  have  deeirod.  Nine  was  too  large  a 
number,  if  it  could  have  been  avoided.  Bo 
would  not  go  into  the  general  question  at  the 
present  moment,  bnt  he  believed  he  was  forti- 
fied in  this  opinion  \>y  all  experience.  It  mizbt 
become  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  this 
number;  and  in  that  event,  bnt  in  no  other, 
.ahoald  he  ever  give  his  consent  to  it.  The 
question,  then,  with  him,  would  be,  did  the 
transaction  of  the  ueoeeaary  husineea  of  the 
courts  absolutely  require  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  the  judicial  circuits  t  If  it  did  ha 
might  than  feel  himself  constrained  to  add  to 
the  number  of  the  Judgea.  Fortunately,  no 
nich  neceasity  at  present  existed,  nor  wodd,  he 
believed,  for  many  years  to  come,  in  case  the 
present  amendment  should  prevail.  The  fifteen 
States  east  of  the  Alleghanr  Honntains  bad  now 
■ix  of  the  nine  Jadgea,  whdet  the  eleven  West- 
em  and  South-western  States  had  only  three. 
The  business  in  the  three  Bouthem  Atlantic 
circuits  was  notoriooaly  inadequate  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  judges.  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware constituted  the  present  circuit  of  the  Chief 
Justice;  and  ho  had  expressed  his  entire  will- 
ingness to  hold  the  circuit  oourta  in  Virginia, 
should  this  be  reqaired  by  Congress.  He  would 
experience  no  difficulty  whatever  in  transacting 
the  circuit  court  bushiees  of  these  three  Btatea ; 
and  even  with  this  addition,  a  great  portion  of 
hlB  time  would  be  unemployed.   'Die  some 
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might  be  aud  of  Judge  Wayne,  whost  fivai 
oiiwnit  oondsted  of  South  Cardioa  lod  Qw- 
gia.  He  waa  willing  to  hold  the  drcmt  ranitt 
in  North  Carolina,  and  could  do  it  wilboctin- 
oonvenience.  Indeed,  there  was  ccoopanliTdj 
bnt  very  littie  circuit  court  bnmneas  in  uj  (f 
the  Atlantic  Statea  Bouth  oi  Ifarylind.  Ilw 
Judges  of  the  Supnone  Court  thenisdTM  wen 
oonvinoed  of  the  propri^  of  abdidiiu  tht 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina  oreait,  anl  gir- 
ing  the  new  judgo  to  the  West;  and,  ia  on- 
templation  of  this  change,  they  had  vain  tl» 
arrangement  proposed  by  the  present  tiaeA- 
ment,  which  would  enable  nine  judges  coin- 
niently  to  transact  all  the  Jndici^  buiacaflf 


theo 


intry. 


What  utility,  then,  waa  there  in  codIiiiibk 
the  Vir^nia  cu«uit!  The  public  ioterertAa 
not  demand  it — the  public  good  did  not  leqiiin 
it.  Nothing  could  be  add  in  its  favor,  biiIhs 
it  tnicht  be  the  question  which  had  beeu  nktd 
by  his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rom) 
Would  you  blot  oat  of  existence  the  lociait 
circuit  of  Virginia  and  North  ConJioat  lu- 
Bwor,  yes,  if  time  and  experience  had  shorn  ib 
existence  to  be  ounecesskry,  and  even  prtjifi- 
cial  to  the  public  welfare,  by  preventing  Hi- 
other  portion  of  the  Union  from  obtaiauig  t 
Judge,  where  auch  a  Judge  was  hnperaliTd; 
required.  It  ought  not  sorely  to  wonnd  tbt 
feelings  of  the  i>eopIe  of  the  Old  DominiMi,  lo 
be  united  to  Maryland  and  Delaware  for  judi- 
cial purposes,  when  such  a  umon  was  neeessuj 
to  promote  the  public  welfare.  This  vu  nti 
a  question  of  pride,  but  of  prinoiple.  Be  mi^ 
say  the  same  of  North  Carolina. 

Placed  in  similar  oircumstoncea,  be  mi^ 
probably  have  acted  as  his  friend  from  \ir- 
ginia  (Mr.  Roane)  bad  done.  Onr  feeliiip 
were  natnrally  very  strong  for  our  rwpertm 
States,  and  these  feelings  were  highly  hoiiMi- 
ble.  It  was,  howerer,  bis  duty  to  decide  tliii 
question  impartially,  and  he  bad  never  ftlt  1m 
heaitatioa  in  dedmng  any  queetion  than  tbe 
present 

The  inscrutable  decree  of  an  bII-wim  Pnn- 
dence  had  created  a  vacancy  on  the  beneli  (^ 
the  Supreme  Court,  by  the  death  of  a  jo^ 
whose  loss  we  all  deplored.  This  enabled  s) 
to  aboliah  a  circuit  wholly  nnnecessaiy  in  tlw* 
portjon  of  the  Union,  and  create  a  ciicnit  n 
the  BoaUi-west,  where  O  new  circuit  *sa  indi* 
peDssbie,  without  incroasing  the  noniber  of  tlrt 
Supreme  Court  Judges.  He  Ihonght  it  wi*  ■* 
embrace  this  opportnuitj.  If  yon  on»  ip- 
poinled  a  jndge  for  the  Virginia  circuit  tbe(«* 
was  hopeless.  Yon  conid  not  then  breai  ip 
his  circuit  and  ask  him  to  transfer  his  raidw* 
to  the  far  West.  No  judge  would  em» 
transferred  by  Congress,  ag^st  his  will,  iWn 
the  East  to  the  Weat.  Who  wonW  have  thMPj 
of  making  such  an  attempt  in  r^ard  to  CSu« 
Jostioe  MarshaU  or  Judge  Barbour,  alUMiA 
the  bnainesB  in  their  circuit  was  ooaparanwtr 
BO  trifling  ?  It  would  have  been  onid  *»  ™ 
aa  n^JusL     The  preaent,  therdbre,  v»  i» 
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propitlooB  moment  when  sacb  an  arrangement 
could  be  made,  and  when  the  pabllo  might  be 
Kcommodated  vithont  doing  uijoatioe  to  aaj 
haman  beiog. 

He  need  Bcarcely  repeats  that  in  the  TOte 
vhich  be  proposed  to  glre,  he  intended  no  dia- 
Mragement  to  Virginia  or  IN'orth  Oarolina, 
The  whole  coantry  ought  to  feel  gnit«fal  to 
TirgiTiia  for  the  distinnushed  Inniinaries  vhieh 
die  nad  fnmi^ed  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Coart;  bat  as  Ats  circaits  on  oar  Eastern 
maritime  froDtier  were,  tn  his  opinion,  abnn- 
dMitl^rmfficientto  transact  all  the  judicial  bnd- 
Qcst,  be  wonid  not  prolong  the  existenoe  of  the 
sixth,  merely  for  the  pnrpose  of  enabling  Vir- 
ginia to  fiimiah  another  judge  to  the  Union. 

He  yfta  aorrf  to  entertain  hot  a  feeble  hope 
of  the  passa^  of  the  bill.  Its  friendB  ongbt  to 
hive  first  tned  it  in  the  otber  Boatie,  and  if  it 
had  passed  there,  he  presumed  there  would 
hare  been  bat  UtUe  diffionlty  here.  If  we 
■hoold  paaa  it,  of  which  he  entertdoed  no 
donbt,  he  feared  it  never  wonld  be  tonched  by 
the  other  Honse. 

Mr.  7ujBB  qwke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  to  refaae  to  poaa  it  was  Tirtaally 
denying  to  the  Sonth-west  ner  fall  participation 
in  the  blessings  of  the  jndicial  tjAera,  observ- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  conceived  it  peca- 
tiarly  dne  to  the  Slate  of  Mississippi, 

Ur,  Rites  said  that  be  should  vote  for  the 
bill  He  felt  himself  safe  in  following  the  lead 
of  the  diatingaishod  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Ur.  Bi;cnA»AN,}  whose  former  position  as  a 
member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  justly  gave 
his  opinion  grant  weight  on  this  subject.  He 
h«d  therefore  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  aaeraed  Jnst, 
and  right,  and  proper ;  and  he  did  not  see  how 
llje  rights  of  the  State  of  Virginia  were  to  be 
considered  as  involved  in  the  matter.  He 
'isbed  to  act  in  a  national  spirit ;  and  he 
thooght  this  was  an  occasion  which  ought  to 
be  improved  in  reference  to  the  West  and 
Sooth-ivest,  without  an^  inoonvenient  increase 
of  the  Judges. 

Ur.  Bektos  said,  since  be  had  last  addressed 
the  Senate,  a  few  moments  ago,  be  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  number  of  Judges  in  England 
was  greater  than  he  had  stated.    They  bad  been 


The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Hie  amendment, 
vhich  was  adopted,  as  follows ; 

Tus.— UesBis.  Anderson,  Bates,  Bayard,  Buchau- 
■B,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Cmfabert,  Diion,  Fulton,  Hendenon,  Hontingtoo, 
King,  Ker,  Koigfat  linn,  Hangum,  Herrtck,  Honlen, 
JdwtaMi,  KorretC  PWpa,  Porter,  PrenOss,  Rivea, 
"tanaon,  RuggW  Se^er,  Smldi  of  briiana,  Bonth- 
od,  Tillmadge,  Walker,  WlUiams-U. 

NiTa.-.||enra.  iilen,  Bentco,  Odbovn,  Graham, 
^«Mrd,  tiompkbi,  Pteree,  Bone,  Scutli  of  Ooouee- 
«<«,  Stmjega,  Tb|m>*»>  W>11>  "u  Wr^ht— 18. 

Kr.SiinH,ofLidlsna,  tbenaabmitted  another 
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amendment,  which  waa  also  adopted,  ^e  bill 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  tike  amend- 
ments adopted  as  in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole, 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  oDgroBsed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  hill  was  anhseqaentlf  read  a  third  time, 
and  pasBod. 

HODBS  or  BBPBBSBirrATIVXa. 

Sattjedat,  Fehmary  ST. 
Apprcprutticn  for  th»  Florida  Indian  War. 

If  r.  JoNBS,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Ueana,  to  come  in  after  the  end  of 
thebUl: 

"For  I 
Florida,  t( 

Secretary  of  War,  oonfonnably  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
KTOisof  the  leth  of  March,  1BS8,  and  the  acta  there- 
m  refared  to,  vii :  for  forage,  for  freight  or  trans- 
portation of  military  euppliea  of  every  description, 
from  the  places  of  parehase  to  Florida ;  for  the  pur- 
chase of  wagons  and  hameaa,  of  boats  and  lifters, 
and  other  vesaeli ;  of  honea,  mules,  and  oxen,  to 
keep  ap  the  tnins;. of  toola,  leather,  and  other  ma- 
terials for  rep^ia ;  for  tnusportation  within  Florida, 
including  the  tine  of  Bteamhaala  and  other  vessels 
for  service  in  the  rivers,  and  on  the  coasts,  and  the 
expenses  of  maintaining  the  aevetal  Bteam)>oat8  and 
transport  schooners  connected  with  the  operations  of 
the  army ;  for  hire  of  mechanics,  mule  driven, 
teamsters,  and  other  aasistaDle,  indading  thefr  ButK 
aisteDce  ;  for  miscelianeoua  and  oontingent  diargee, 
■nd  for  arrearages  in  1840,  one  million  dxly-one 
thousand  eight  hnndred  and  rixteen  doUaia." 

Mr.  EvABB  moved  to  strike  ont  the  anm  In 
the  amendment,  and  to  insert  |1, 668,606  80. 

Ur.  JoHEs  mttde  some  romarkA  in  eiplaua- 
tion,  after  which 

Mr.  Mason  gave  his  views. 

The  hoar  of  two  and  a  half  o'clock  having 
arrived,  the  House  took  its  usual  recess. 


IN  BSBATX. 

Mom  AT,  March  1. 
Utiatiotu  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BroHANATi  said  be  was  instructed  bj 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  movo 
to  be  dischatved  ^m  the  oonsideration  of  the 
resolution  which  had  been  referred  to  that 
committee,  "  reqnesting  tbe  President  to  oom- 
mnnicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest,  any  correspondence  wbioh 
may  have  taken  place  between  this  Oovem- 
ment  and  that  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the 
North-eastern  boundary,  not  heretofore  oom- 
manicat«d  to  the  Senate." 

He  would  state,  with  aa  mooh  brevity  aa 
possible,  tbe  reasons  which  bad  induced  the 
oommittee  to  believe  that  it  would  he  inexpe- 
dient, at  the  present  moment,  to  pnbllsh  the 
correspondence  to  which  the  reaolutdon  reffar- 
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It  wonld  be  r«oolle«ted  by  Senators  who  had 
directed  tLeir  attention  to  thig  ealtiect,  that  ia 
conseqaenoe  of  the  correspondenoe  already 
pobliaoed  between  the  two  Govermnentg,  and 
to  which  he  need  not  parCicnlarl}'  refer,  it  be- 
came the  daty  of  Great  Britain  to  anbinit  to 
oar  Governmeut  the  project  of  a  convention 
for  the  settlement  of  tnis  lone-^apnted  boon- 
dsrj  qnestioa.  This  duty  had  been  performed 
br  the  British  QoTemment  in  the  month  of 
Oay,  18SS.  The  Freddent  did  not  approre  of 
this  proposed  conTestioii,  chiefly  becanae  it 
MHttamea  no  ultimate  proviaion  which  mnst 
inevitably  and  finally  determine  the  contro- 
veny  between  the  two  ooontriea.  Indeed, 
from  its  oharactw,  it  was  qnite  proliable  that, 
had  it  been  adoptod,  it  would  not  have  pro- 
duced thia  leenlt  ao  mach  to  be  desired.  And 
Uie  Pretident  woa  flnnly  convinced,  conrider- 
ing  the  long  delay — the  hish  state  of  matoal 
imtadon  exisluig  along  tne  border,  and  the 
imminent  dangw  of  actual  collision,  that  the 
interesta  of  both  partiea  imperatively  demanded 
the  adoption  of  sncb  treaty  atipolatioos  as  mnst 
neoeesarily  make  an  end  of  the  qnestioQ.  The 
British  Government  had  sinoe  nneqnivocally 
coincided  with  the  Preudent  in  these  senti- 
ment^ and  the  two  Governments  had  already 
agreed  upon  the  essential  points  of  a  convention 
basod  npon  these  principles,  and  alike  advan- 
tsceooB  and  honorable  to  both.  There  were 
Btill  some  provisions  of  this  convention,  of  oom- 
panitive  minor  importance,  and  involving  de- 
tail rather  than  principle,  which  had  not  yet 
been  agreed  npon ;  bnt  if  it  were  the  sincere 
desire  of  both  partiea,  as  he  believed  it  was, 
to  arrive  at  an  amicable  conclusion,  the  negoti- 
ation mnst  soon  ba  successfully  t«nninat«d. 
Under  these  peculiar  circomstanoes,  the  com- 
mittee believed  that  it  could  do  no  good  to 
either  party,  whilst  it  might  be  embarrassing  to 
both  Govemmenta^  to  publish  to  the  world  the 
correspondence  and  the  different  projecta  and 
«onnter  pnijecta  of  treaties  which  hod  paased 
between  them. 
til.  Cut,  of  Eentncky,  said,  the  most  im- 
)rtaat  point  related  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
_  rorth-eastem  bonndary,  and  in  order  to  pro- 
dooe  a  definite  settlement  of  that  qnestion,  there 
bad  been  propooala  made  for  Its  refereuoe  to 
arbitration,  aa  had  been  stated  by  the  dtair- 
man,  and  the  prindples  which  dionld  regulate  a 
mottor  of  that  nature  had  been  agreed  to,  with 
the  exception  of  acme  oomparativdy  unimpor- 
tant point  Ho  wonld  add  further,  that  in  ref- 
erence to  the  state  of  the  relations  between 
thia  country  and  Great  Britain,  be  had  not  be- 
gun to  think  of  the  pos^bililj  of  any  immedi- 
ate war  with  Great  Brit^.  Bnt  while  be  sud 
this,  he  hoped  he  wonld  not  be  understood  aa 
■aring  that  he  hoped  hi  avoid  any  preparation 
Ttiich  might  be  necessary  in  the  event  of  the 
■asertioD  of  our  rights,  or  any  pretensions, 
vhatever  quarter  they  might  come  from 
abroad.  No ;  he  looked  upon  the  condition 
of  OQT  navy  and  the  want  of  steam  battoriest 


Ml 

No 


and  the  absence  of  all  those  floatiiig  nuuirf 
defence,  aa  matters  of  jost  and  deep  ooum- 
ment ;  and  he  did  hope  they  would  hsTe  incjr 
eariy  and  constant  attention,  that  Ibe  amrirj 
might  be  pr^wred  for  any  pcanUe  anonDg. 
He  wonld  close  by  repeaong  the  eifmma  d 
hla  hope^  that  there  would  be  no  immriitts 
oanse  of  war ;  and  he  bdieved  both  Ooros- 
menta  were  animated  by  a  dedre  to  prtMra 
peace,  which  was  so  eseentiri  to  the  bijfintB 
of  both. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  <aL  diMhupig 
the  oonmiittoe  from  the  fhrther  oocuMtniiiffl 
of  the  anlject,  uid  it  was  agreed  tot 


BOUSE  or  B 

UoNS^T,  Uaroh  1. 
Fartifieatwi 

The  hill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  W.  0.  Johnson  said  he  was  not  opposed 
to  defence  by  fortification,  but  it  was  anal; 
useless  to  erect  new  ones,  and  then  leavs  tbcn 
unarmed.  Scarce  one  was  at  this  mcmenl  Mj 
equipped  with  ordnance.  If  gentlemen  ironld 
incorporate  a  provision  for  arming  the  t(M, 
Mr.  J.  wonld  ^  as  far  as  he  that  went  brtlies 
in  supporting  such  a  measure.  Here  rm 
$400,000  asked  to  r^piur  forts  already  biiQi. 
He  would  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  preMU 
supply  of  ordnance  in  the  country.  Hs  Ixn 
went  into  a  statement  showing  that,  for  fbrti 
already  completed,  1,178  camions  were  ntcdad, 
while  those  under  construction  wonld  nod 
2,678;  all  these  were  absolutely  requintsti) 
render  the  present  bill  of  the  least  posdUt 
nCility.  782  more  would  be  needed  for  brU 
bnilding  and  repiuring,  and  8,608  for  worb^ 
jeoted  by  the  Bowd  of  Engineers;  besite 
G,268  to  complete  the  defences  of  oar  MSA 
He  made  these  statements  on  the  anthraitj  d 
the  War  Department  How  many  canucn  did 
we  now  possess!  The  fact  wonld  aalooisli 
every  man.  We  had  but  80  baUericg  caniHD, 
4Sl-ponnders ;  60  in  depot  42-poni»den;  Si 
more  under  contract  Of  other  pieoea,  ve  hii 
bnt  144.  He  then  adverted  to  the  improw- 
ment  in  gunneiy  in  the  throwing  of  boDos' 
shot,  and  the  adoption  and  perbctMoi  <^  tlu* 
inrovement  by  foreign  nations.  As  to  sbeUi 
id  balls,  we  stood  in  linmediate  need  of  3,(B<^- 
.  1  more  than  we  now  poaaeased.  By  the  o* 
of  these  hollow  shot,  fortifications  had  beea  ia 
a  few  hours  blown  up  and  destroyed  vtotk 
had  defied  whole  navies  for  oeatoriea.  Ur,  i. 
urged  the  propriety  and  neoeasityrfiJadngim 
itirecosat  in  a  state  of  defence.  He  was  u* 
._st  man  to  desire  a  state  of  war ;  hut  he  bM 
that  the  beat  way  to  avwd  collision  with  Sat 
land  was  to  be  prepared  to  meet  her;  ■■'^^ 
with  all  foreign  powen.  He  would  urge  tw 
neoesnty  even  wen  the  paaoe  of  the  «t>^  ta* 
most  profound ;  how  mnoh  mora  preaNOg  *■* 
it  under cdroomstanoes like Uupresaot,   Iiwaf 
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doe  to  the  national  honor  to  Bwt^  the  Ezecn- 
tin  in  negotiationi  under  our  intricate  relations 
with  A  foreiga  power. 

Mr.  PioKEirB  rose  for  the  porpoM  of  disaboft- 
ing  the  mloda  of  the  omuoittee  in  relatitm  to  a 
romor,  which  he  was  aatoDiabed  to  find  was  in 
eziateace,  in  relation  to  tlie  eaM  of  HoLeod. 
When  he  cama  into  the  hall,  to  hie  great  aston- 
ishment he  found  that  a  mmor  was  in  oirottlo- 
tioii,  and  had  been  alluded  to  in  debate,  that 
an  aogiT  oorreqKaideDce  had  taken  place  be- 
tween Mr.  Fof^th  and  If  r.  Fox,  la  relation  to 
the  imprisonment  of  UoLeod.  It  was  with 
pleosnre,  therefore,  he  stated  that  he  bad  reoeiv- 
ed  information  firom  the  most  anthmitdo  sonroes, 
that  there  was  no  foundation  for  ench  a  mmor. 
Hiere  had  been  no  correepondenoe  caloolated 
in  any  way  to  prodnoe  any  mor^  diScnltj  than 
previonaly  existed.  It  was  true  that  oorre- 
tpondenoo  had  taken  place,  but  it  was  eo  nnim- 
portont  as  not  to  be  deemed  necessery  to  com- 
mnnicate  it  to  either  branch  of  OooKress.  He 
conceived  it  highly  important  that  this  explana- 
tion aboold  be  reodved,  as  he  hoped  the  oom- 
mittee  would  not  lej^slate  under  a  false  impres- 
sion. No  oorreip<Hidence  had  token  place 
which  was  calculated  to  vary  the  positioa  of 
the  parties  since  the  correnMadenoe  which  had 
last  been  presented  to  the  House.  These  false 
rtunora  had  been  alladed  to  from  sereral  qnor- 
ters  of  the  House,  and  were  calculated  to  pro- 
dace  nnsonnd  legislation. 

Jlr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  ho] 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  "W. 
and  Means  woold  be  adopted  speedily. 

The  general  system  of  fbrtiflcatloD  dentani 
by  gentlemen,  reqnired  a  practical  knowledge 
Ijefore  all  its  beanogs  could  be  known ;  and  he 
'would  take  oocancm  to  say,  that  when  the  next 
.AdniinistratioD  came  into  power,  let  them  pro- 
pose a  general  system  as  a  wAoIs — a  syatem  of 
defence  for  all  the  points  of  the  oonntry  ;  and 
i/it  should  beasystcm  that  his  Judgment  could 
approve,  he  would  pledge  himscu  tiiat  he  would 
not  stop  to  ask  what  was  the  miserable  amoant 
of  revenue  that  might  be  derived  from  a  tax 
on  wines  or  silks,  but  he  would  cheerfully  vote 
an  amoant  equal  to  the  whole  proceeds  of  win 
and  silks  imported.  If  the  next  AdmlDietratii 
should  deem  it  requiute  and  proper  for  the  do- 
fence  of  the  oountiy  by  any  new  contingency, 

Mr.  P.  went  on  to  contend  that  no  system 
of  land  fortification  could  posribly  answer,  un- 
less it  ebonld  iw  connected  at  various  points 
with  the  navy.  It  would  ba  utterly  impoadble 
to  protect  our  ezteiudve  coast,  unlem  a  proper 
conneetjon  was  had  wiUi  a  naval  fbree.  Take 
central  and  leading  pointa,  wluoh  can  protect 
and  sustain  your  naval  defaneea,  suited  to  our 
ertensive  coast  of  S,O0O  miles.  It  is  steam 
batteries  and  steamships  that  can  give  yon  de- 
fence suited  to  the  improvements  of  the  age. 

Hr.  P.  contended  that  our  present  system  of 
fertlficadona  was  utterly  unsuitable  for  the 
mseDt  wants  of  the  oonntry.  The  system  had 
Wn  partially  broa^t  foim  Tronoe  in  181S, 


and,  ^ce  the  introduction  of  steam  power,  was 
to  a  great  extent  In^pUoable  to  our  exteudve 
territory  and  sparse  population. 

In  auwer  to  a  question  fhtm  Ur.  Monbor, 
as  to  what  was  the  ^ri»m  brought  from 
i^noe, 

Mr.  PioKBNB  explained  its  natnre,  and  sud 
it  was  principally  carried  through  hy  General 
Bemara,  diatmgoldied  in  France  and  in  tliis 
oonntry ;  and  again  urged  that  it  was  a  system, 
now,  siDoe  the  fntrodnotion  of  steam  power,  as 
totally  inqtpUaable  for  the  defence  of  a  0000117 
witjt  such  an  extenrive  coast  as  ours.  Hr.  P, 
then  E^d  how  he  would  connect  the  land  for- 
tifications with  the  naval  force.  He  would,  he 
said,  establish  pointa  at  the  following  places, 
where  the  forts  could  co-operate  with  the 
navy ;  he  would  take  a  central  point  between 
the  St.  Croix  and  Cape  Cod;  and  then  Nev 
York  and  the  month  of  the  Ohesapeake  between 
Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Eotteras;  and  then  hetween 
Gape  Hatteraa  and  Gape  Florida,  he  would 
fortify  Oharlaaton  and  the  mouth  of  the  Savan- 
nah River;  and  then  between  Gape  Florida  and 
the  Sabine  he  would  fortify  Pensaeola  and  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi;  he  would  have  all 
these  points  well  fortified,  to  protect  and  sustain 
an  officient  system  of  naval  defences  suited  to 
your  extensive  seo-ooast  and  commerce.  As 
to  the  Interior  points  of  fortification,  and  those 
of  smaller  gradcA,  he  would  discard  them — he 
looked  upon  them  as  behind  the  age. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  any  other  syatem  of  fortifi- 
cation confined  exclusively  to  land,  will  prove- 
a  miserable  &ilnre. 

In  answer  to  another  interrogatory,  Mr,  P. 
observed  that  it  would  be  folly  to  think  that 
England  would  ever  think  of  invading  us  again 
from  the  Csnadas.  England  could  have  no  ob- 
ject in  attempting  a  permanent  invasion  on 
that  frontier.  The  case  now,  and  at  the  lost 
war  in  1812,  was  widely  different.  In  1812 
that  portion  of  the  oonntry  on  the  lake  frontier 
was  thinly  populated,  and  had  bnt  little  con- 
nection wita  the  Atlantic  cities.  Owing  to  its 
defenoelees  position,  the  consequence  was  that 
the  British  formed  their  plan  of  invasion  of  the 
lake  coast,  with  a  view  to  connect  a  military 
cordon  through  the  interior  to  New  Orleans, 
and  ont  off  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Adontic  States.  They  had  some  prospects 
of  saooeediug  at  that  period — henoe  the  inva- 
sion was  tliere.  Bnt  now  the  case  was  widely 
different  That  part  of  the  country  was  now 
densely  populated,  and  with  a  population,  too, 
deddedly  wariike,  and  spirited  to  the  highest 
degree,  so  that  now  it  would  be  madness  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  attempt  an  invasion  in 
tiiat  qnorter,  Bbe  could  gain  nothing  by  it ; 
but  the  danger  would  be  the  reverse,  and  the 
invasion  wonld  be  from  this  country  upon 
Canada,  if  a  rupture  should  take  place,  which 
he  tmsCed  would  not  occur ;  and  he  believed 
'  it  would  not.  What  I  mean  to  say,  oontinned 
I  Mr.  P.,  ts,  let  the  next  Administration,  when  it 
I  oomee  into  power,  propose  a  proper  system  of 
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fortifloation— a  ^jtteta  embrndnf  the  inproT*- 
meots  of  the  age,  and  calonlated  to  meet  the 
vanta  of  the  coantiy— and  1  wUl  go  with  them 
to  the  utmost  I  will  not  onlj  go  for  a  tax  on 
winea  and  silka,  bat  I  will  most  oordlallf,  when 
the  proper  time  ahall  arrive,  give  them  my  enp- 
porC,  if  U17  serioDS  difBcoItj  ebonld  btim  to 


not  the  proper  time,  and  I  protest  agunat  this 
system  of  legislating  by  piecemeal,  and  with- 
out proper  iwormatioiij  and  nnconnectod  with 
a  system  as  a  whole,  enited  to  the  wants  of  the 
oonntry.  If  any  aerions  diffloolty  sboDld  arlw 
between  na  and  a  foreign  power,  (which  he 
hoped  would  not  be  the  case,)  let  the  Adminis- 
tration call  OoDgress  together,  and  we  will 
meet  the  issues  as  a  free  people  on^t.  Let 
those  who  are  to  execute  laws,  and  coodnct 
negotiations  in  the  futore,  talce  that  oonrse  that 
patriottsm  may  dictate,  and  there  can  be  no 
difflcnlty. 

Ur.  VANStRPOBL  opposed  the  idea  of  laying 
aside  the  regular  bill  from  the  eomtntttee,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  Departments,  and  tak- 
ing up  another  from  a  different  committee, 
proposing  largftr,  mnch  larger,  appropriation  s 
fbr  a  magnificent  system  of  fortification.  He 
was  as  much  awake  to  theneoesaityfor  defence 
as  any  man  :  but  other  oonuderations  were  to 
be  looked  at.  Here  doctors  disagreed :  aome 
held  that  the  immense  snms  we  had  spent  on 
these  forts  were  tiirown  away  :  that,  in  spite 
of  alt  the  inilliona  appropriated,  the  country 
was  defenceless,  and  a  single  frigate  might  cap- 
ture the  city  of  New  York  I  Instead  of  a  new 
system  for  forts,  his  plan  was  entirely  different 
Every  few  days  we  had  a  war  humbug  to 


angry  correspondence  between  Ur.  Fox  and 
Mr.  FoTBjth. 

His  plan  was  to  appropriate  only  fbr  forta 
already  begun,  and  then  to  appoint  a  oommis- 
eiou  to  report  00  the  point  whether  these  forts 
were  or  were  not  worthy  of  being  relied  on. 

Mr.  Thoufson  replied  that  t£is  very  thing 
had  been  done.  In  May,  1840,  amostlamlnona 
report  had  been  rendered  by  some  of  the  ablest 
military  men  In  thia  country,  or  in  any  other, 
going  to  show  that  the  new  inventions  in  gnn- 
nery  and  ateam  navigation  rendered  works  tike 
tiiose  now  proposed  by  the  Military  Committee 
more  needed  than  ever.  He  trusted  he  shootd 
hear  no  more  of  these  wild  and  nnfonnded  as- 
sertions by  men  unacquainted  with  military 
science. 

Mr.  YAiTDaRpoBL  said  he  was  a  man  of  peace, 
and  professed  not  to  "  speak  of  war  in  the  prt*- 
enoe  of  Hannibal."  But  he  mnat  ol^ect  to  a 
magnificent  bill  at  a  time  when  gentiemen  were 
proclaiming  that  the  conntry  was  exhausted, 
and  on  the  brink  of  min.  Mr.  V.  here  went 
baok  to  the  history  of  the  dtetribution  bill, 
when  gentiemen,  instead  of  applying  our  sor- 
ploa  to  the  defence  of  the  conntry,  divided  it 


the  c 
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gentlemen's  patriotism  was  vivid  as  the  light- 
ning. He  was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  the 
fears  of  war  were  disclumed  on  every  sidr. 
Why,  then,  tax  a  people  ground  down  by  the 
mal-administration  of  these  dreadful  Loeoal 
He  proteetod  agunst  it,  and  washed  liia  hands 
of  it 

Mr.  FiLLHOBX,  in  the  oonrse  of  hia  remaika, 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Conuniilee  on  For- 
eign Afikirs,  (Mr.  Piokbitb,)  whether  hia  decla- 
ration this  morning,  that  there  was  do  foonda- 
tion  fbr  the  mmor  aboat  an  angry  correapond- 
ence  on  the  subject  of  McLeod,  was  not  incoa- 
aistent  with  what  the  gentienmn  had  told  him 
a  few  minutes  previons. 

Mr.  PioxBNB  explained  that  what  Le  had  fint 
said  in  private  conversation  to  the  gentlemia, 
wos  owmg  to  tie  ramor  prevaUing  wheat  b« 
(Mr.  P.)  came  into  the  hall.  But  eabaeqnently 
he  despatched  a  meaaenger  for  infonnatioD,  sad 
it  woa  on  that  subsequent  information  that  b* 
had  made  the  public  atotement  to  ttie  Boose. 

After  inserting  additional  items  of  approprtt- 
tion,  the  committee  rose  tmd  reportod  it  to  the 
House,  with  three  small  amendmenta,  whid 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  forUivitfa 
passed  under  the  operation  of  the  pnvioos 
question. 

The  House  then  a^onmed. 

UISBNATB. 

Tdiwat,  March  2. 
Mr.  Wall  presented  the  credentials  of  tha 
Hon.  Jacob  W.  Millxb,  elected  by  the  he^ 
lature  of  New  Jeney  a  Senator  from  that  Stale 
for  ux  years  from  the  4th  of  Mardi  next; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  ca  file. 

Stlirivg  qf  tie  Vie«  PrmidaU. 

The  Viol  PniaiDziiT  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

Yesterday  J  iatimated  to  the  Senate  that  I  iboold, 
aome  time  during  the  sewDO  of  this  day,  feet  it 
my  duly  to  retire  fram  my  seat,  for  the  pnipoie  of 
giving  the  Senate  an  opportunity  of  seleetuig  a  preod- 
Ing  officer,  far  the  conveDience  oT  orguiiatioD  on 
the  4th  of  March ;  and  I  have  selected  this  nramaa 
for  that  poipoao,  and  to  aeparate  the  offiad  lica 
which  hBTS  eiistiHl  between  nyielf  uid  tbe  men^Mfi 
of  this  body  for  the  last  four  yean.  I  have  maA 
doubted  the  propriety  of  mailing  any  remarka  o>  this 
occaaioB.  What  I  aay,  ihenfoie,  sbdl  be  very  tn< 
because  the  time  would  not  permit,  ncr  wodd  it  ka 
proper  for  me  to  give  atteianee  to  all  that  aay  feel- 
LDga  aogKesL 

In  taking  my  leave  of  the  menben  of  this  bcdy, 
language  ia  inadequate  to  express  the  feeliaa  wiuck 
agitate  my  bosom.  I  hare  been  asaociitea  with  ■ 
very  greit  majority  of  the  membcni  of  Ibe  Bttatt, 
not  only  iiera  during  the  last  four  yeara,  but  for  many 
yean,  In  the  coundli  of  our  comnton  cocntiT ;  aad 
it  has  been  my  great  b^n^eee,  during  thai  poiod, 
irtuterer  divmtty  of  ofdrnm  er  soitBaeBt  haa  «• 
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pciiiti,  or  between  tne 
OB  pointa  of  gnmter  mignlMde,  to  know  thmt  m; 
pownwl  relitioDa  with  them  h>Te  ctct  been  kind  aitd 
leader.  I  wu  dected  to  the  place  I  occupj  bj  an 
M^  TDte  of  the  Electoral  College,  and  by  ■  m^orltj 
of  ifae  Totes  of  the  Senate,  alter  having  serred  mj 
ramtrf  for  the  tetm  of  thirtj-two  years — t»o  years 
in  my  satire  Stale  ta  a  meinber  <^  iti  Legislature, 
•ad  thirty  yean  in  the  Oonnsn  of  Uie  United  States, 
dtber  ta  ■  nanilMr  of  (he  Hoaw  of  BeDKOCDtatiTea 
oraaamainbtraf  tbaBMttto;  and  In  the  dlwlMrge 
of  the  Ulwn  and  UOt  wUcb  derolnd  npoD  me  in 
Ihifl  chair-gamble  as  waa  the  attempt  to  discharge 
them  fiithfolly — my  station  has  been  rendered  pless- 
int  ind  ^irtcable ;  and  I  must  not  canit  to  «ay  that 
■bUerer  momentary  agitaUon  or  eidtement  In  de- 
bate may  have  Intempted  the  harmony  and  quiet 
ind  order  of  tlie  body,  I  caji  declare,  with  troth  and 
vith  eandor,  tiiat  sach  has  been  the  generous  and 
migniokiions  coarse  of  the  individual  members  of 
the  body,  and  perticnlarl;  such  has  been  their  Indul- 
gence lonids  me,  who  never  studied  the  rules  of 
order  tedinically,  that  my  station  here  has  been  ren- 
deied  pieaMiit  and  agreeable.  And  if.  In  the  dls- 
diargeofmyoBcla]dBtia«,IliaTe  ererlUled  togtdn 
yonr  approbatiBa,  or  to  meet  yoor  aoquieacenee  in 
the  coarse  I  ksre  panned,  it  has  always  aiiaen,  not 
fnND  any  want  of  inclination,  bat  from  a  want  of 
ability  oa  my  part  to  have  formed  them  better.  It 
had  been  my  conManl  endeaior  to  aoL  with  perfect 
iiDpariiality  towaids  the  membcn  of  this  body.  I 
viewed  each  Benmtor  as  the  repreaentative  of  a  sot- 
ertign  and  independent  State,  and  aa  entitled  to 
eqtii]  consideration  from  me.  The  place  from  wbldi 
i  am  about  to  retite,  will  be  occupied  by  a  distin- 
pistied  citiien  of  Tirginia,  who  has  been  called  by 
the  KHce  of  the  people  to  this  station ;  and  I  ^ould 
sot  do  justice  to  myself  if  I  did  not  ny  that  I  retire 
Ironi  it  wiibcHit  the  least  diaeatisfaction ;  for,  humble 
a  hare  been  my  aerrices  to  my  country,  I  baTe  Iwen 
derated  to  the  great  radical  and  ftmdamental  prind- 
ftt  of  BobmiBion  to  the  loiM  itf  the  peo^e  when 
locBtitotionallj  eipreaed. 

I  now  retain  to  you,  one  and  all,  my  grateM  mi- 
bowledgments  for  the  kindnen  and  friendsliip  which 
hiTe  always  been  extended  towards  me,  and  wish 
;0D  all  well,  whatever  destiny  may  attend  you.  And 
■ten  I  am  far  distant  fhnn  you — as  time  must  eep»- 
nte  01  all  even  bsra,  not  to  speak  of  hereafter — as 
>ng  as  I  shall  bare  my  reoollectiona  to  remember  the 
•nodations  wliidi  I  have  bad  with  this  body,  1  shall 
ilnyt  be  animated  by  the  sentiment  of  kindneaa  and 
riieadihip  willi  which  I  take  my  final  leave  of  tlie 
Soote. 

The  VioK  PsuiDKTc  bavlDic  retired,  tnA  the 
cbair  being  occupied  bj  Ur,  Hitbb&bd, 

Mr.  Hanouk  Bubtnitted  tht  following  reso- 
litioD  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

iUtolttd,  WMfiuHoaiJjr,  That  the  thanka  of  the 
Stnaie  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Rics^ui 
It.  JcHireov,  the  Pre«dent  of  the  Senate,  for  the  dig- 
Ay  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  premded  over 


The  resolation  having  been  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary, 

Ur.  Muiaiiii  wd :  I  do  not  knov,  sir,  that 
n  will  be  out  of  plaoe  In  me  to  rise  in  thia  Ben- 
tfa,  on  this  oooamon,  to  notice  the  oonduot  of 


onr  presiding  officer,  for  I  hava  had  the  honor 
of  a  peraanarncqn^ntancewith  that  gentleman 
for  many  yeus  past;  and  thongh  it  has  been 
m7  misfortune,  during  a  great  portion  of  that 
time,  to  take  different  views  on  great  political 

aaestions,  I  apprehend  that  I,  in  oonunon  with 
le  F^at  portion  of  the  body  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  can  entertua  bat  one  senti- 
ment reapecting  the  kindneaa  and  excellence 
of  his  personal  oharacter;  for  hia  kindnesa,  his 

Ejnen^ty,  his  magnanimity,  have  placed  him 
Igh  in  Uie  eatimotion  of  every  good  man, 
without  reapeot  to  political  distinctions.  I 
but  give  vent  to  my  unaffected  feelings  of  rv- 
Bpect  on  this  occasion,  yet  I  should  not  have 
arisen  and  obtraded  myself  in  advance  of  others, 
bnt  for  the  ooDsideration  that  it  would  proceed 
with  a  better  grace  from  one  who  has  taken 
different  views,  but  whose  private  opinion  of 
that  diatlngaished  man  has  never  been  unpwred. 
I  therefore  move  the  onauimoos  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Ur.  CiAT,  of  Eentnckj,  siud:  I  rise^air,  with 
peonlior  satisfaction  to  second  the  motion  of  mj 
friend  near  me.  Perhaps  that  motion  should 
have  proceeded  from  myself  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  State  from  which  that  gen- 
tleman cornea.  I  should  most  imdoubtedly  have 
made  such  a  motion,  if  it  had  not  been  made 
by  the  Benator  from  North  Carolina ;  but  I  am 
himpy  that  my  friend  haa  thought  pro^r  to 
offer  this  reeolution.  Sir,  vithont  meaning  to 
refer  at  all  to  those  great  questions  of  national 
policy  on  which  it  is  my  mbfortnne  to  differ 
from  the  Vioa  Pbbsidbnt,  who  has  Just  retired 
from  the  chair,  I  bear  willing  testimony  to  his 
wortli.  He  possesses  that  which  I  consider  aa 
one  of  the  beet  qualities  of  our  nature — on  ex- 
cellence of  heart,  and  a  kindness  of  disposition 
and  of  feeling  towards  all  our  common  race. 
And  in  relation  to  thestation  hehas filled,  lean 
bear,  as  I  do,  with  equal  pleasure,  thia  further 
testiinon;,  that,  on  alt  ooeasions,  he  baa  evinced 
a  perfect  impartiality  ;  and  I  have  been  able  to 
Judge,  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duties,  a  quality 
amongst  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  to  be 
poasassed  by  the  presiding  ofBcer  of  any  de- 
liberative body.  Sir,  he  has  been  distinguished, 
both  in  the.fieldand  the  cabinet  of  his  conntry ; 
and  wherever  he  baa  been  known,  he  has  been 
esteemed  and  beloved  for  his  patriotism,  for 
his  worth,  and  for  his  kindness  of  heart ;  and 
I  hope,  in  the  retirement  which  he  is  about  to 
enter,  be  may  continue  to  enjoy  that  felicity 
which  abonld  be  ever  felt  and  experienced  bj 
those  who,  whatever  may  have  been  thfiir 
errors  of  Judgment — and  errors  of  Judgment  all 
must  have  made,  more  or  leas — have  the  con- 
sciousneaa  of  having  discharged,  according  to 
their  best  Judgment,  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
try. 

The  resolation  wo*  then  munimouBly  agreed 
to. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  th«  consideration 
of  Executive  bnsinesa, 

Aod  at  about  IS  o'olook  a^ooined. 
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Wkduksdjit,  March  8. 

Meetion  i^fPretident  <^  tA«  Smalt  pro  iem. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Becre- 

tary,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Present 

pro  Umpire,  and  the  votee  being  oonnted,  ttie 

following  waa  declared  to  be  the  result : 


'Wliole  number  of  votes 
Hr.  Kua  recdved  . 
][r.  BotncRABD 
Scattering 


16 


80 


Ur.  Kmo,  having  reoeived  a  tn^ority  of  the 
whole  nmuber  of  Totaa,  waa  dedared  to  be  dnly 
elected ;  aod  having  beett  condacted  to  the  ohaiT 
by  Mr.  Bbntok  and  Mr.  Oai^odx,  in  a  short 
and  pcrtineDt  addrem,  expressed  his  grateful 
sense  of  the  manifestation  of  the  kindness  and 
confidence  of  his  brother  Senators.  It  bad  been 
hia  fortune  to  preside  over  that  body,  bh  Presi- 
dent pro  tanpoTt,  for  several  years :  how  he 
bad  discharged  the  daties  of  ttutt  station  was 
known  to  every  Senator  present  He  had  ever 
attempted  to  discharge  those  dntjes  with  foith- 
hlnessandwith  the  utmost  impartiality.  Dur- 
ing the  short  period  that  remained  of  the  pres- 
ent season,  he  hoped  to  oontinae  to  give 
evidence  to  the  body  of  the  same  deure  to  dis- 
duuve  foitMiIly  the  duties  of  the  station  to 
which  they  had  called  him. 

He  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had 
witnessed  on  several  ocoauons  at  the  close  of 
the  sessions  of  Congress,  a  degree  of  excitement 
which  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  comport  with 
the  grave  doties  of  the  Senate,  and  which  was 
calcolnted  to  impair  the  weight  of  their  deliber- 
ations, and  was  not  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
despatch  of  their  basiness.  He  trusted  that 
^rit  would  be  banidied  for  the  residue  of  the 
aesnon,  and  that  they  should  be  actuated  by 
that  snrit  of  kindness  and  ooortesy.  Aid  of  self 
as  well  as  personal  respect,  which  ought  to 
characterize  the  deliberations  of  that  body, 
consisting  of  the  representatives  of  great,  of 
sovereign,  and  of  indK>endent  States.  But  i^ 
unfortunately,  there  sEonld  be  any  departure 
from  strict  order,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
check  it  instantly ;  it  was  an  obligation  which 
he  felt  rested  upon  him  to  do  so,  but  at  the 
aame  time,  he  snonld  do  it  in  no  spirit  of  nn- 
kindness.  lie  tnuted,  however,  he  should  have 
no  occasion  to  exertise  the  power  with  which 
they  had  invested  him,  and  that  they  should 
pari;  as  they  Lad  met,  with  sentiments  of  good 
feeling  and  kind  feltowahip. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  s^d,  as  there  was  no  boriness 
before  the  6enat«,  he  would  submit  the  follow- 
iog  resolution,  which  was  conridered  and  agreed 
to: 

Or4end,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of 
BeprescDtotivea  that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the 
l^islstlTe  boiinesa  before  them,  are  ready  to  ad- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TiPPAW, 

OrJertd,  That  a  joint  eommlttee  be  q)p(^led  to 


w^t  on  the  Freddent  of  the  Uuted  Bute^  od 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  have  otbtT  commmiiaJioa 
to  Duke  to  the  two  Houses  of  CongitH,  tbrj  nt 
ready  to  a^onrn. 

Mr.  Tippui  and  Mr.  WnoBi  wereififKuiittd 
Bsid  oonunittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tatpas  then  moved  that  the  Seoite  td- 

Previous  to  putting  the  qaestioo,  the  Fib- 
Dxnrproisnt.,  in  a  few  brief  and  perliuatifr 
marks,  took  leave  of  the  Senate,  and  theootia 
being  carried  In  the  afflrmativej 

The  Senate  adjonmed  tAu  As. 

HOUSE  OF  BBFEBSXKTATtTEB. 

WKDSttDAV,  March  3. 
TAanli  to  ^moIw  Hviiitr. 

Mr.  Bmoaa  sud  he  respectMy  asked  tin 
attention  of  the  Bouse  for  one  momest.  Bt 
rose  to  oSer  the  usual  tribute  of  respect  to  tLt 
presiding  officer  of  this  Boose.  For  that  pm- 
pose  he  would  send  a  reeolution  Ut  ths  Cbtir. 
and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  the  corditl  ud 
unanimous  approbation  of  every  genilenD 
present. 

BmoImi^  lliat  Um  thanks  of  tbta  Hoonbe  prcsoU 
to  the  Hod.  RoBtn  U.  T.  HoimtB  for  IbeiUe, '■F' 
till,  snd  dignified  manner  In  whidi  he  has  teli^ 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  dorlDg  the  2eth  Coigma 

This  resolntioD  was  read  and,  on  the  qoesfea 
being  put  thereon,  (by  Mr.  Sxoxooou,  *bo 
temporarily  occupied  the  chair,)  it  vsaipM 
to  unai^monsly. 

Commvnieatioiu  jy«m  tk^  S^idltr. 
Tlie  SruERB  laid  before  the  Boose  k^ 
communioationB,  viz., 

Claims  on  JTbyti. 

WMnraoTov,  Ibnl  i,  IHl-      , 
7b  the  Botut  <if  Rtpmtntativti : 

I  tiansnilt  the  lOGompaaying  report  ftem  ibr  b^ 
reury  of  State,  in  relition  to  the  RtolntioD  Uit 
Home  of  Represenlativei  of  the  ISdi  nit  on  (be  1^ 
jeot  of  clsinii  of  citliens  of  the  United  fittfa  a  * 
OoTemmeDt  of  HejtL  Tie  infotmilioa  olM  w 
thereby  is  in  the  coune  of  prepaiatlon,  ud  vill  t& 
wlthont  doubt,  ooDunonicatad  at  the  ooomdcm^ 
of  the  next  ses^on  of  Coostesa. 

IL  VASBCBH. 

The  report  of  the  Beoretary  of  State  sett  fir<l> 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  famish  the  inftn* 
tion  called  for  at  the  present  session  of  C* 
gress,  the  papers  being  numeroits,  and  soaHtmi 
through  a  variety  of  doonmenta. 

WAaHiaoTOV,l[sKhl,l«l' 
7b  tSe  BouK  of  lUpratnlatvut :  - 

I  tnnnnit  to  &e  Honae  of  RepmsDlittTH*  "T" 
ftom  the  Attomey-Genenl,  irith  Ibe  locoiipu^ 
documents.  In  compliuioa  with  the  tefloert  "fl"* 
ed  In  the  reselu^on  of  the  S3d  of  Hinh  ^„_, 
JL  TAN  BCBE'- 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  COKORESa 


-■] 


[BfABCH,  1B41. 


Omci  PT  tHI  AnOBtlXT-OlNIBU, 

Much  1,  1811. 
7t>  bU  PntidttU  of  th4  United  Slain  : 

SiK :  Id  compuanoe  with  the  resolution  of  die 
House  of  RepreeentitiTM  referred  to  this  office,  and 
adopted  on  the  SSd  of  JCarcb,  IMO,  in  the  foUoviug 

"  Ratirtd,  That  the  FreiideDt  of  the  Uait«d  States 
l>e  TCqueated  to  caiias  to  be  prepared  and  communi- 
cated to  Itua  Hodie  at  tlie  commencemeDt  of  the  nest 
iiiiwiliiii,  all  the  ophiioDB  of  the  Attamej-Generala and 
otber  offloets  connected  with  the  EzecutiTe,  which 
giwfl  oi»itn>ction  to  the  pobllo  laws  not  of  a  tempo- 


I  hare  the  honor  to  traaamit  eopiea  of  all  inch 
opiniiHU  of  the  Attomej-Oenerala  of  the  United 
States  a«  I  have  been  able  to  obtain.  PreTioua  to  the 
7«Ar  1817  Ne  noonbof  eooh  OfHniona  were  prepared. 
It  twa,  tberefore,  been  necessur  to  procure  them,  as 
far  aa  practicable,  &om  the  different  Deputmenta 
and  ofBces  to  whicb  the;  wete  aent ;  but  man;  which 
irere  DO  doubt  given  b^bra  that  period  are  not  now 
to  tie  found. 

I  have  the  honor,  ta. 

H.  D,  GILPm. 
Li»t  iff  Attomey-QeMrah  qf  the  United  SttUet. 

Edamd  Bandolph  of  Tbginia,  appdnted  Septem- 
ber M,  1789. 

William  Kadfiird  of  PannerlTania,  qipcteted  Jaa- 
oaiT  S7,  17»4. 

Charie*  Lea  of  Vir^nla,  appointed  December  10, 
17BS. 

Leri  Linooln  of  Hunchnaetta,  t^ipdnted  Uarch  6, 
ISOl. 

Robert  Smith  of  Karyland,  eppcdnted  Kanh'S, 
180S. 

John  Breckenridge  of  Eentuekj,  qip<^ted  Aiurnat 
T,  ISOS. 

Oemt  a.  Rodatj  of  Delaware,  apptrinted  Jannarj 
a)jl807.  . 

waUun  Pinkner  of  HtrjIaDd,  ^ipointed  Deoem- 
ber  II,  1811. 

Bidiaid  Buah  of  FennijlTanIa,  appouited  Fetnn- 
aiy  10,  1814. 

WOUatn  Wirt  of  Tusinia,  qiprinted  Deoenber  IS, 
1SI7. 

John  H.  Bcnian  of  Oeoigia,  appointed  March  B, 

tss». 

Boxer  B.  Taner  "f  Haiylaod,  oppdnted  Jul;  SO, 
1031. 

B^famfai  F.  Botltr  of  Hew  Tofk,  q>pirinted  Ko- 
vember  16,  1838. 

Pdix  Ottutdj  of  TenaeBee,  appointed  September 
1,  1838. 

Henry  D.  Oll[an  of  Penna^rania,  apptrinted  Jann- 
V7  II,  1840. 

Britiih  Seituret  and  Searehei  and  Slaee-Tradt, 

WusHuroTDit,  Harcfa  8,  1841. 
To  Ou  ffoiue  of  JieprtttnlatiiHt : 

I  trvnsnilt  to  the  Bouse  of  Bepregentatlvea,  in 
conpttaiice  with  their  teaotntion  of  ttie  30^  Januarj 

r^paii]Fing  i 
Th«  report  of  Uie  Secretarr  of  State  Tnereljr 


ofanjof  ouTi 


Is  upon  the  oout  of 


Africa  or  elsewhere  b;  tbe  BritiBh  oraiaera  or 
aathoritles,  and  the  cauaa  of  ihe  same,  md  the 
aathoritjr  under  vbicli  made;  and  of  corre- 
Bpondence  between  the  GoTemments  of  the 
United  Stat«a  end  Qreat  Britua  relating  to  the 
African  alavo-trade  since  the  8d  Uarch,  1837; 
as  well  as  of  communications  from  N.  F.  Triat, 
Oonaol  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  relat- 
ing to  the  AMoan  slave-trade. 

A^ottmmtnt, 

Mr.  YABDaBFoKL,  from  the  Joint  oomtnittee 
snpointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform 
hlin  that,  unless  he  raaj  have  farther  commu- 
nication to  make  to  Congress,  the  Wo  Honaea 
are  abont  to  dose  the  present  session  hj  an  ad- 
Joumment,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
diBobarged  the  dntjee  imposed  npon  tiiem ;  that 
the  Prudent  answered  that  be  had  no  fiirther 
oommnnioation  to  make ;  and  that  he  wished 
the  members  a  safe  return  to  tbeir  homes  and 
families. 

And  then,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  a  mo- 
tion was  maide  that  the  House  adjonm. 

And  the  qnestjon  being  pnt,  it  passed  in  the 
affinnatire. 

A  motion  to  a^lonm  having  been  made,  the 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  HiTin-BB,  Speaker,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Qunuim :  It  is  with  the  deepest  ee 
I  rise  to  remm  jon  mj  nateM  aekn 
fbr  all  your  kiodness,  ere  I  perform  the  last  offldal 
act  which  la  to  separute  so  many  of  ns,  peHisps  for- 
ever. If  it  is  no  liebt  thing,  under  an;  circumstan- 
ces, to  break  up  long-stsjiding  aseociatiouB ;  how 
maoh  graver  must  be  the  emodoos  with  which  we 

'  fhim  those  who  met  as  in  confidence,  and  take 


part  fhim  those  who  met  i 
leave  of  ns  in  kindness  1 


A  eondoosnesi  of  my  own  deOdeudee  farces  me 
to  attribute  much  of  the  high  compliment  whlt^  yon 
have  oKred  me,  to  that  coarteiy  which  relieves  and 
Bofteaa  our  hitetcouree  in  the  variona  relations  of 
sodal  and  offidal  life.  Bot  may  I  not,  at  the  same 
time,  ascribe  it,  in  part,  to  your  sense  of  the  motivM 
by  which  I  have  bwn  governed  hi  the  distjuuve  of 
the  dnties  of  my  oiBce  T  If  I  have  not  done  all  that 
an  able  man  would  have  effbited,  In  my  station,  still. 
It  Is  to  be  remembered  that  no  other  hss  ever  been 
called  to  this  place  so  nnexpectedlj,  and  tmder  so 
many  drcumstances  of  dilBcnlty  and  embarnSKoent 
In  a  ideely  balMiced  state  of  partlea,  and  andd  scenes 
of  great  political  excitement,  I  was  selected  to  exe- 
cute your  highest  and  most  delicate  tjust,  without 
previona  prepatatiou  co-  eipeiience,  and  with  no 
par^  to  sustain  me,  other  thsn  those  Mends  whom  I 
might  make,  by  endearorliig  to  dladiarge  my  duties 
Justly  and  impartially.  I  foresaw  many  of  the  diffl- 
oulties  to  which  I  dtonkl  be  exposed,  and  if  I  had 
mj  own  easSk  I  perhqn  shodd  not  have 
ipted  the  ofBoe,  with  my  view  of  its  duties,  and 
''       '  '  whidi  I  have  alluded. 


best  return  in  my  power  for  the  confidence  with 
whldi  yon  bsd  h<Hiored  mo.  In  the  exdled  and 
ftveriah  state  of  mind  whidi  then  existed,  not  only 
here,  but  In  the  country  at  lai^  I  beUeved  thst  a 
SpMier  who  would  manifest  a  derirs  to  deal  Justly 
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upon  ill  oocarioui,  could  b«  mora  naefal  tbao  one  of  &r 
greater  abilitieo,  who  would  hold  iUe  Ch^  wHh  no 
higher  aim  thm  that  of  leaiUng  hk  put;  to  victor;, 

•nd  of  detding  b;  the  Tuiquiilied  viUi  otu;  such  gen- 
eromtj  ta  the  conqueror  nui;  bestow  upon  the  eon- 
quered.  Thig  rie*  of  ^c  Berrices  which  i  Speaker, 
in  the  opinion  of  too  monj',  mtj  It^tiiniiet;  render 
to  his  ftiends,  would  soon  perVert  part;  orgsniio- 
tions  from  the  noble  porsulta  of  trath  and  justice 
into  ■  men  contest  for  power  wid  office,  ind,  under 
milder  form?,  Enfuae  the  B)arit  of  civil  wir  into  the 
diTiatoQB  of  this  House  and  thenaUon.  He  who  ad- 
■niuislerg  thli  office  for  himMlf  or  hia  partj,  ma;  do 
much  for  bolh ;  bQt  he  who  le^  the  common  good, 
must  admJniitar  It  for  the  ooontr;,  and  deal  jusll; 
In  all.  In  porsidng  this  latter  courae,  In  timea  (^ 
I^  part;  eidtement,  he  will  doubtlew  eipoae  his 
motives  to  mtsconstmctlon,  and  himself  to  censura ; 
but  there  is  at  least  a  satisfaction  in  the  oonsdonaaess 
of  recUtttde,  higher  than  public  pr^se,  and  lK;ond 
the  reach  even  of  public  censure.  I  knew,  when  I 
took  the  office,  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  execute 
its  duties  entirel;  according  to  oxj  conception  of 
their  nature,  but  T  believed  that  the  mere  e(R)rt  to  do 
ao  might  serve  as  a  uaeful  example  hereafter. 

To  administer  the  rales  biri;,  is,  comparative!;, 
an  eas;  task ;  but  there  is  great  difficult;  in  oigan- 
Iling  ttic  committees  of  the  House  so  as  to  do  justice 
to  tU  parlies.  At  mndi  In  deliberation  depends 
upon  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to  be  discuss- 
ed, «a  the  effldenc;  of  this  bod;  depends  Kreatl; 
upon  (he  consdwtion  of  the  committees  which  pre- 
•mt  most  of  the  suljecta  opon  which  it  acts.  It  Is, 
therefore,  important  to  the  parties  and  the  countr;, 
that  the  power  of  propodne  tiirougb  these  committees 
■honld  lie  fairi;  and  ri^t^  bestowed.  To  ascertain 
what  is  fur  in  tibe  dii^enaation  of  this  power,  is  Um 
nKWt  difficult  dut;,  m  It  sbodd  be  the  most  aniiona 
care  of  a  Speaker.  To  sa;  that  I  had  developed  the 
general  princlplea  of  ajnttocganization,  would  be  a 
claim  far  more  than  I  deserve.  Bat,  that  such  princi- 
ples ma;  be  established  b;  a  reference  to  the  pomtlon 
of  parties,  and  the  itature  of  the  queatioaa  to  be  con- 
ridered,  I  do  not  doubt.  The  part;  upon  which  it 
nalutall;  devolves  to  propose  a  question,  ou|^t  to 
have  the  power,  it  would  seem,  to  present  its  propo- 
aition  in  me  shape  for  which  it  ia  wiDing  to  be  re- 
qmuaible.  And  as  the  different  parties  hold  the 
affirmative,  acoarding  to  the  nature  of  the  question, 
K  ought  the  constitution  of  the  committece  to  be 
Tufed.  In  the  oommitleea  connected  with  the  Eiec- 
Uive  Departmenta,  it  would  aeem  Just  that  the 
Aieods  of  the  eiining  Administration  ehould  have 
the  nudorit;  to  propoM  the  meaiures  which  emanate 
originaJl;  from  thidr  part;,  and  for  whidi  the;  are 
maml;  accountable.  In  committees  of  invettintion, 
it  is  equall;  clear  that  the  oppodtion,  who  hold  the 
affirmative,  should  have  the  m^jorit;  and  the  power. 
And  so,  upon  other  qocMiona,  a  reference  to  their 
nature,  and  to  the  views  of  the  various  sections  of 
our  Gonfederaej,  will  geoerallj  en^le  a  Speaker  to 
approximate  to  just  rules,  in  constituting  the  com- 
mittees which  take  charge  of  these  meaBurea.  But,  in 
an  cases,  I  have  endeavored  to  poard  theminorit;  upon 
the  oommilteea  in  the  point  of  nnmben  and  abilit;. 

That  I  have  sometiniea  fiiiled  in  m;  most  eameet 
attempts  to  do  justice,  I  freel;  confess ;  but  H  is 
PNiKlhiDg  if  I  can  hope  that  I  have,  at  least,  made  it 
easier  for  those  who  succeed  me,  to  act  upon  scune 
better  prindple  than  that  of  giving  the  whole  power 
of  (be  Houae  lo  one  of  (be  putiea,  wiitKnK  regard  to 


theririitaaadfediiwsofotbeM.  OoltwUiHSiika  | 
with  the  aathoilt;  <^  justice,  and  bow  m»k  u;  it 
not  do  to  elevate  the  views  of  parties  torn  Oia^ 
selves  to  their  counir;  I  But  aim  it  with  ibe  hoc 
power  of  numbers,  and  administer  H  with  m  tido- 
sive  e;e  to  the  intereetaof  apart,  and  it  mijlecDma 
the  engine  of  as  much  fraud  and  oppnaim  m  <an  be 
practised  in  a  countr;  to  &ee  as  ouih. 

I  ought,  periiapa,  lo  apologin  to  ;on  for  the  M 
allndon  I  have  made  lo  the  priodples  vbidi  law 
governed  me,  hut  It  ia  the  last  time  I  MR  m 
claim  ;our  indulgence,  and  I  owed  H  lo  mjsdf  nd 
to  ;oa  l«  make  tin  explanation.  If  I  Ian  iam 
wrong,  I  alone  am  reapostiUe  for  It ;  and  if  I  ban 
eam^;  sought  lo  act  jnstl;  and  impattial^,  Iwt 
no  Higher  reward  llran  ttia  kind  eipnanoo  of  jm 
Batjsfaction  which  jou  have  just  been  plewcd  U 
oflbr  me. 

I  am  soon  to  pass  awa;  from  die  gUUon  oi^ 
which  ;ou  have  tumored  me,  and  I  part  from  it  viit 
outregtet.  Its tn^inngs all  ma; see,  but iu uuietio 
and  truUs  must  be  endured  lo  be  undmtiNd. 

It  is  not,  however,  ao  eas;  a  thing  to  serer,  iHi 
for  a  season,  the  kindl;  ties  of  ftie^aUp ;  sad  ilii 
painful  to  reflect  upon  the  thousand  accideDtl  (f  (fe 
which  ma;  prevent  man;,  ver;  man;,  of  oi  fw 
ever  meeting  acain. 

But,  although  the  traces  of  Indlvidnal  action  a* 
soon  lost  in  £e  nfiii  current  of  events,  it  ii  ail 
cheering  to  think  that  we  have  contributed  lo  ilm 
great  but  dient  restilta  of  a  well-ordered  GotktidxiiI 
which  dail;  aend  their  blesdngs  throughout  tbf  id. 
Still  prooder  is  the  hope  that,  with  or  witbcnl  «^ 
our  countr;  is  on  the  march  to  fulfil  its  mfbtjda 
tin;,  and  accompUdi  the  hi^  mlnioo  of  lefrnm  qm 
whi<di  we  fondl;  bdieve  It  is  aent. 

Permit  me,  ere  I  condnde,  to  raiewni;|ni(N 
•(faowledgmttita  to  ;oii  for  tiiebanor  ;(iiiuTe|](' 
•towed  upon  me,  and  the  kind  conddOTlioi  lUA 
;on  have  diown  me,  upon  so  man;  eccaama.  Hi' 
milb  and  all  of  ;ou  return  In  safet;  to  ;oni  hooi^ 
lo.enjo;  In  dranestic  life  a  gratefhl  repose  &cdi  Ji* 
labors,  and  to  receive,  in  the  gracalaHons  of  cmmiI 
constituents,  the  highest  reward  with  iriiidi  a  tfn 
•entative  can  be  lumored. 

And  now,  when  we  are  about  to  dose  the  Mr 
scene  of  our  labors,  and  all  sense  of  ^tTeteonotiE- 
vision  IsfbrUie  moment  lost  in  the  emationiof  lk( 
patting  hour,  ma;  I  not  hope  that  we  iaH  arpinle 
to  remember  onl;  what  was  pleasant  and  fikaHjit 
our  past  faitercontae,  andio  forget  all  fl»t  ■»?"»■ 
ful  or  dissgreesble? 

Ma;  ever;  bleadng  attend  ;oii,  genllemien,  is  jW 
progress  through  life,  and  ma;  niu  coolinae  K  **^ 
ken  in  the  breasts  of  otheia  the  mat»  HtHj  tm- 
tions  of  fHendeiip  and  respect  with  whidi  I'"''™ 
leave  of  ;ou,  as  I  perform  m;  last  oflWal  dutj,  ■" 
pronounce  this  House  lo  be  a^urned  iritlioat  itj. 

The  House  a^otimed  liiM  di*.* 


*  Jbptimt  ^  At  __    . 

*n  ol|]«ti  made  at  thlt  scmJob  wan  Vt^tlfM;  W  O* 
•nm  iDDlsdadmaDro^lwMBiitaiMlBcwilUallMni^' 
■upport  U.  Uifl  Oovemnteat,  cr  ts  to  loelaM  ^"^^ 
■upeiiHa.  AnuBgth«ttlwF!«lilawai;iiMnll»«'''*| 
lanj  peDBlooa,  ana  mlUloai  InemiH  of  Hi*  aaij.  t«  »" 
U«u  ol  dollani  AntUoalkina,  liair  a  ndUM;  M>«  '^ 
tlei,  on*  mllUoa ;  nniiMnna  paliOa  taOdlafMai  Ai  B* 
aral  P«t  (MBm  irtabUataBMnt,  qw***^"*^*' 
Tiisamy  daee  tks  aat  s(  Jalf,  UM,   IWi  •rfV^"" 
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EN  BENATS. 

Thubsdat,  March  4. 
Eetra  Stmion. 

At  U  o'docl:  the  Senate  vna  called  to  order 
bj  lir.  DtoEKHB,  its  Socretary. 

Ur.  Bat  ABO  wid  that  it  would  bereoollected 
that  on  Tnesdar  lost,  the  Hon,  W.  B.  Kino  was 
tl«oted  President  pra  tern.,  bat  the  &ot  that  Mr, 
Edis'b  term  of  MTTioe  expired  with  the  oloee 
of  the  Isit  session,  waa  overlooked ;  and,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  difBenltj,  he  wonld  anb- 
nit  the  following  resdntion  for  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Senate: 

Sttetvtd,  Hut  the  oath  of  offioe  be  ■dminlstered 
to  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kino,  a  Senator  elect  from  the 
SUK  dT  *!■>■«>>>«,  bj  the  Hon.  HuraT  Clai,  and  Ihit 
bcbe,udUherebT,(lioeenPiendentjnvfan.  of  the 
Smile. 

The Teaidntlon  waa  nnaninioiulr' agreed  to; 
■nd  Ifr.  Euro,  haring  been  qnalifled,  tooli  hia 
Kat«iPreddeDtj>rwt«i».of  the  6«iate. 

Ur.  llootos  preaeoted  the  oredentiala  of  the 
Hon.  AuiutDBB  Barkow,  dected  by  the  Le- 
sisUtareof  LoDiaiana  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  As.  jetn  from  the  4th  of  March,  instant. 

Ht.  Sztub  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hod.  Joan  C.  OAuioinr,  elected  b;  the  Leeia- 
latore  of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  toot 
State  for  ax  jears  from  the  4th  of  March,  in- 
ttant. 

Mr.  PiXBox  preaanted  the  eiedentiala  of  the 
HcHi.  Lin  WoODBDBT,  elected  by  the  Le^ala- 
ton  of  New  Hampshire  a  Senator  ttom  that 
StUe  for  aiz  yeara  from  the  4th  of  March,  in- 
itaot. 

Kr.  Murorx  presented  the  credentialfl  of  the 
Bod.  Josh  Maophxbsoit  Baeiinir,  elected  bj 
the  Leglslatore  of  Cieoif^  a  Senator  from  that 
Bttte  for  eix  ;ean  from  the  4th  of  March,  ia- 
■tut. 

The  eredenUals  were  severaUy  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  file. 

Tbe  Diplomatio  corps,  and  the  Jadgea  of  the 
Supreme  Goart  of  the  United  Btatea,  entered 
tlw  Senate  chamber,  and  took  the  aeata  aMign- 
ed  for  them  in  front  of  the  BeoretaTy'B  table. 

Tbe  Hon.  Jobs  Tn,Ba,  Vice  Preiident  elect, 
■nd  the  Hon.  R.  U.  JoBtnon,  ez-Vice  Pre^- 
dnt,  then  entered  the  chamber  with  the  Com- 
BDttee  of  Arrangementa. 

Tbe  oath  of  oBSce  haring  been  administered 
ij  Mr.  Krao,  the  President  pro  Um^ 

Tbe  Tick  Fxestoksi  addrasaed  the  Senate  aa 
fbllowi: 

Snttoast   Galled  by  the  people  of  the  United 


*M  Hkt  Uw  dTtl  lad 
Mm  H*  HBMBt.  Tkat  MU  i>npw  «m  ttmjM;  th* 
^MnwraprUttMi  tiic1iidM,iiB<*lt|8^T,M(L  D*- 
'M  iB  Ibm  ItMBI,  mwaBtHic  in  tiM  wgNCiai  b)  nau  tn 
id  than  wW  ba  laft  BipaBdM  Ibr  tlia  npport  of 
It!  (ipuMi^  ibont  tUi- 
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withbold  tbe  eiprceBion  of  (he  high  eiUniate  wbicb 
pUce  on  ^e  booorwbicb  tbe  j  hare  conferred  upon  me. 
To  occupjr  the  aeot  which  baa  been  filled  end  adorned 
(to  nay  nothing  of  m  j  more  immedUUe  predeceeson)  1 
Adams,  a  Jeffereon,  a  Gerry,  a  Clinlon,  and 


trj — ia  an  honor  of  which  any  man  would  have  juat 
csDse  to  be  prond.  But  thia  honor  ia  ereatlj  aug- 
mented by  the  oooalderatiai)  of  the  troe  Mancter  of 
thia  bodj— hy  tbe  high  order  of  intellectual  and 
DUnal  powen  wUch  haa  distlngoiabed  it  in  all  past 
time.  Mid  which  atiU  distiugoiHi  it— by  the  dignity 
whitjk  baa  for  tbe  most  part  marked  its  proceedinga ; 
and,  abore  all,  by  tbe  imporiaot  duties  which  bare 
dcTolTed  upon  it  under  the  conatilutioo.  Here 
are  to  be  found  the  immediate  reprceentaCiree  of  tbe 
States,  by  whose  soTereiga  will  tbe  Govemnieiit  has 
been  spoken  Into  existence.  Here  eiiala  that  per- 
fect equality  among  tbe  members  of  the  Confederacy, 
which  gives  to  tbe  smallest  State  In  the  Umon  a 
Toice  as  potential  as  that  of  the  largest.  To  liaa 
bod;  ia  committed,  in  an  eminent  d^ree,  tbe  great 
trust  of  guarding  and  protecting  the  inaUtuUoos 
lianded  down  (o  us  from  our  fathers,  as  well  against 
tbe  waves  of  populsr  and  mil  Impulses  on  the  eno 
hand,  as  agwnat  sUempls  at  £uicutiTe  encnxduoent 
on  the  other.  It  may  properly  be  regarded  as  hold- 
ing the  iMlance,  in  which  is  w^ghed  the  powers  con- 
ceded to  this  Goreriunent  and  the  rights  reserred  to 
the  States  and  to  the  people.  It  is  its  province  to 
concede  what  haa  lieen  granted,  to  withhold  what 
haa  been  deided :  thus,  la  all  its  features  eilubiting 
a  true  type  of  tbe  gloriooa  ConfMeiacy  under  whi^ 
It  ia  oar  hapgdncas  to  lire.  Should  the  q>irit  of  fedion 
— that  destnictiTe  s|drit  whidi  recklessly  walks  over 
pnMtrale  rights  and  tramples  laws  aod  constitutiooa  in 
the  dust — ever  find  an  abiding  place  within  this  bsll, 
then  indeed  will  a  sentence  (^  condemnaUoD  be  issued 
against  tbe  peace  and  happiness  of  this  people,  and 
their  ptditical  institutiona  be  made  to  topple  to  their 
foundations.  But  while  this  body  ihall  continue  to  be 
wbatbTitaframersitwaaderi^nedlobe — deliberative 
in  its  chsracter,  unlnassed  in  its  eoniee,  and  independ- 
ent in  its  action — then  taay  liberty  be  regarded  as  in- 
trenched hi  safety  behind  the  sacred  ramparts  of  the 


While  i  occupy  tbk  diair,  Benatora,  I  aball  have 
trequent  occamon  to  invoke  your  iadutgence  for  my 
defects,  and  your  charity  for  my  erroia.  I  am  but 
little  skilled  in  pwilamentvy  law,  and  Iwve  beea 
UDused  to  preside  over  deliberative  assemtriiec.  All 
that  I  can  urge  in  excuse  for  my  defeats  is,  that  I 
bring  with  me  to  thia  chair  an  earnest  wish  to  die. 
chaise  properly  its  duties,  end  a  fixed  determination 
,j your  deliberaUons  with  entire  impat- 


to  praeidei 
tisjjty. 


Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  James  P.  UooBBBSADt 
elected  by  the  Legislatore  of  Kentnoky  a  Sena- 
tor from  that  State  for  uz  years  from  the  4tli 
of  March,  matont,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  MoOBEHiAD  waa  then  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  tbe  Senate.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Enro,  the  names  of  the 
Senatora  wboM  oredentials  have  been  hereto- 
fore read,  were  called  orer  for  the  purpose  of 
being  qnalifled,  and  Mr.  BAm  of  Masaaohn- 
setts,  Mr.  Glattox  of  Delaware,  Ur.  IVliok 
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UAKanc  of  North  Oaroliiu,  Mr.  IfAOBOBiKn 
of  lUinois,  Ur.  Snoioiia  of  Rhode  Island,  Hr, 
WooDBirsr  of  Kew  Hftmpshiro,  Ur.  Babbow 
of  Louieiana,  Mr.  Cai^bovm  of  Sontb  Carolina, 
Ur.  Walebb  of  HiagiarappL  Mr.  Mi"»«  of 
Kew  Joreej,  Mr.  Etakb  of  Maine^  aod  Mr. 
WooDBBiDOB  of  Uiohigan,  BeveraU;  took  the 
oath  prescribed  bj  the  ConBtitotiott  of  the 
United  States. 

General  Wiluak  HntiiT  Habbibof,  Present 
of  the  Uaited  States  eteot,  then  entered  the 
Senate  chamber  with  the  OcHnniittee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  was  oonducted  to  t^e  seat  as- 
rigned  fbr  him,  inunediatel;  in  front  of  tbo 
Becretary'B  table. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  those  asseinbted  on  the 
floor  of  tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eastern 


The  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States ; 
The  Sergetrnt-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  ■ 
T\xa  Committee  of  Arrangements ; 
The  President  elect,  the  Vioa  President,  and 
Seoretarr  of  the  Senate ; 
The  Membera  of  the  Senate ; 


and  AJeioudria,  and  the  other  persons  admitted 
to  the  Soor  of  the  Senate. 

On  reaching  the  portico,  the  Freatdent  elect 
and  Chief  Justice  Tanej  were  condacted  to 
■eats  in  front  of  a  large  platfonn  erected  for 
the  purpose,  and  those  who  followed  in  the 

S recession  havh<g  taken  their  seats,  the  Pres- 
ent elect  rose  uid  delivered  the  following 


Ina^igvral  Addreit. 


qoaliScition  for  the  peifimnsnce  of  its  duties.  And 
bi  obedience  to  >  custom  coeral  with  our  Ooreni- 
nunt,  and  what  I  belisTe  to  be  ^our  expectations,  I 
pflMeed  to  present  to  jwi  a  aommar;  of  the  principles 
wUdi  will  sovecn  me,  in  Ibe  disdiirge  of  tlie  duties 
which  I  thsll  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

It  WIS  the  remsrk  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an  eaAj 
period  of  that  celebrsled  BepuUic,  that  a  most  atrik- 
Ing  contrast  waa  obeerrable  in  the  conduct  of  cuidi- 
dues  for  offices  of  power  and  (rust,  before  and  after 
obtaining  them — they  seldom  carrjing  out  in  Uie 
latter  ease  the  pledges  and  promiMa  made  in  the 
former.  However  madi  ths  world  may  tiave  Im- 
proved, in  many  lespects,  bi  the  It^se  of  upwards  of 
two  tlNMuand  yean  linoe  the  remaric  was  made  by 
Ibe  vbtnoM  and  indignant  Boman,  I  fear  that  *  strict 
exsndnatioa  of  the  annals  of  some  of  Ibe  modem 


elective  Gove 


would  develop  dmilar  instancea 


of  violated  ooofldenoe. 

Altboogh  the  fiat  of  the  psopla  has  pme  forth, 
ptodaiming  me  the  Chief  Ma^ataate  of  tOa  gloriona 
Union,  uwing  upon  their  part  remahilng  to  be 
done,  it  may  1m  tlmugfat  that  a  motive  may  exist  to 
keep  np  tba  deliunon  under  which  thsy  may  tie  snp- 
posed  to  have  acted  bi  relaUott  to  ray  principlM  and 


[3«niC(M 

ofHnions,  and  pertiqia  there naj be  someia  tUi» 
aeo^iy  wlio  liave  oome  bete  either  prepared  to  aa- 
deoin  tlioaa  I  diaU  now  debver,  or,  ap|inniii|  dM, 
to  doabt  the  sincerity  with  wUth  they  an  tauai. 
But  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  iriil  ooUfan  eri^Ml 
their  feaia.    11iaontline<rf'priniipIeetopm,Mil 

yet  began,  will  soob  be  exchanged  ftr  iamttiilt 
history;  and  I  diall  atand,  ritbet  exooeialed  b;  ^ 
OMmttTiaai,  or  classed  with  Ibe  maa  of  ifaonvb 
pnauBcd  that  tbey  ml^  deceive,  and  Ssttendett 
the  intmlicm  to  bebay. 

However  Btr<mg  may  be  mif  pwewit  pnrpoKU 
reaUie  the  expectations  of  a  mtgnanimoii  aod  oa 
fiding  people,  I  too  well  nndetslaDd  the  inflnte  rf 
human  nature,  and  the  dangerous  tenplatiini  lo 
which  I  ihall  be  exposed,  from  Ihemaputadeoffa 
power  which  it  has  been  Ibe  pleamreof  tb*p«ilt 

* "  ■-  my  hands,  not  lo  ^sce  my  chief  rail- 

the  dd  of  that  AJaiirtty  FowtrwU 


e  bjas 


dence  npcn  t 


it— Jt  can  lie  aasigned  lo  none  of  thegnatdineM 
of  Qoratnment  but  to  that  of  Democracy.  itmAi 
its  theiwy,  tboas  who  are  eaUed  npcm  le  iAdUm 
it  must  recogntie,  aa  its  leading  princjpla,  tin  i*l 
ofshafdngtbdr  measures  so  as  to  prodace  the  pc*  I 
■  good  to  the  greatest  number.    -^  ^■-  ■>—    i 


pecqilewith  Ibe  power  dahned  b;  otlier  sorempiia. 


on  the  contrary,  possese  a  l  .    .  .  „    . 
of  power  precisely  equal  lo  that  which  hu  bm   , 
gnaled  to  theio  by  the  parties  to  the  nitiomt  «*-    ' 
pact,  and  nothing  beyond.    We  admit  cJ  no  Ooiat 
ment  by  Divine  right — believinathat,aafaraiFn*s 
is  concerned,  ths  beneficent  Creator  lua  m^  " 


ity,  and  that  the  only  Icptimata  itgfat  lo  go*BM 
an  express  giant  of  power  finm  the  gevMVid,  1« 
Uonstitntion  of  tbe  Dieted  Btales  ialbsioMFaMtf 
eontainiag  this  grant  cf  power  M  flwsevenlilqMi' 
menia emnposhig  the Ooverwnent  Onsncuoist 
don  of  that  bntnnnenl,  It  will  be  {iMndWCW||f 
dedatstioos  ot  power  granted,  and  of  po^  , 
held.  The  Utter  is  also  susceptible  of  t^rira'ii,  >>^ 
power  irtich  tbe  nnjority  had  the  ivsiit  lo  P*^ '^ 
which  Ihey  did  not  think  proper  to  ictnK  Wiw 
agents,  and  that  which  they  could  not  hate  piBW, 
not  being  posseosd  by  themedvesi  In  other  vci* 
then  are  oerbdn  ririns  powaaed  by  CMh  isdiTxM 
Ameriwn  dtfxen,  1ridld^  In  Us  oo(q>a<a  wiABt 
others,  be  hM  never  ■nrreadamL  8«b*  <*^ 
indeed,  be  is  naaUe  lo  anncmdei^  beiii,  ia  !«  "» 
guage  of  onr  ayitem,  nnalietishla. 

The  boasted  privilege  of  a  Bomm  (sBKn  ™* 
him  a  ahidd  only  sf^bwt  a  petty  pfonDCu''^ 
whilst  the  prond  democrat  ot  Alheni  eoolii  cimm 
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£wDil7,  hkI  hia  coanirj,  with  or  without  (n  alleged 
casBB  ;  that  it  wu  the  act,  uol  or  k  nugls  tTrent,  or 
baled  wiMroancj,  but  of  hia  anembled  ooimtrjmen. 
Wmi  different  it  the  power  of  our  «otereigiiC;.  It 
can  inteifcM  with  no  one's  fiutb,  pceecribe  fbims  of 
vonhip  for  no  one's  obaerrance,  inflict  DO  pnniab- 
oaent  but  afler  weU-uoertained  gi^t,  the  neolt  of 
jivcstigk^on  under  miss  pcesmibed  b7  the  oonatitu- 
dan  itwlf.  These  pr«ciou«  privileges,  ind  those 
Kmradj  less  iroportsnt,  of  giving  eipression  to  his 
ixiogfals  snd  opiniona,  either  bj  writiog  or  speskiog, 
tnrestnined  but  b7  the  lisbilit;  for  iqjurr  to  others, 
md  that  of  s  full  partidpatioa  in  all  the  sdTnnlsgee 
wiich  Sow  Awn  the  OoTeRimeot,  the  •cloiowledged 
>r«pmj  of  *U,  the  AmetkMidttieDderiTeafnnnno 
durter  granted  bf  his  fellow  nun.  He  deims  ' 
lecuiBs  lie  is  himaalf  ■  nun,  fiutuoned  tij  tin 
Umwhtj  liwid  ■*  the  reet  of  hia  apeiies,  uid  (milled 
o  s  fall  shsn  of  Uie  bleningB  with  which  he  has 
lowed  them. 

NatwithMndiBg  the  limited  sorer^ntr  poaeai 
tj  Ibe  people  of  the  United  States,  sniTthe  Kstricted 
;Tant  of  power  to  the  Qorenunent  wtucb  the;  bfti« 
■dapt«d,  enonf^  bM  been  given  to  aocompliih  all 
lie  objects  for  which  it  was  created.  It  baa  beei 
'oond  powerful  in  war,  and  hitherto JostiM  baa  be«i 
idnuniatfred,  an  intintala  luioa  e&cted,  domestli 
Irvnqiiillttj  preserved,  and  personsl  liberty  secured 
to  the  dliien.  Aa  waa  to  be  expected,  however, 
!rom  the  defect  of  language,  and  the  neceiseiilj  sen- 
cnljoos  manner  in  whidi  tiie  conatitntion  is  written. 
Urates  hare  arisen  sa  to  the  amount  of  power  which 
t  lias  aetnslly  granted,  or  was  intend«l  to  grant 
rhis  is  more  partieolaily  iba  case  in  relation  to  that 
lait  of  the  inatnunetit  irtiich  treats  of  the  legislative 
Kwnch.  And  not  011I7  as  r^ards  the  eimoBe  of 
lowers  claimed  mukr  •  geuenl  dense,  (pring  that 
tody  the  anlhoritj  to  pus  all  laws  uecessBr;  to  outt 
Dto  eSiiCt  the  Kiedfied  power^  but  in  relation  to 
be  latter  also.  It  if,  however,  conaaUtorr  to  teHeot, 
bat  wHMf  of  the  inatanees  of  alle^  departure  frmn 
be  letter  or  spirit  of  the  constitution,  have  ultimately 
eoeiTed  the  Mnction  of  a  majoritj  of  the  people, 
ind  the  fact,  that  manj  of  our  statesmen,  moat  dis- 
ii^iiiahed  for  tslenta  and  patrlatlim,  have  been,  at 
oe  time  or  other  of  tbelr  political  cweer,  on  both 
ides  of  eadi  of  the  most  wsnnly  diqnited  qoeationa, 
OTcea  npon  us  the  inference  that  the  errors,  if  mora 
here  were,  are  attributable  to  the  iotrinsic  difficulty, 
a  manj  instances,  of  ascertsiniDg  the  intentions  of 
he  tniata  of  the  constitution,  ruber  than  the  toflu- 
noe  of  any  rinlster  or  unpatriotle  motive. 

But  the  great  dan^ar  to  our  inatitutions  does  not 
ppear  to  ma  to  be  in  a  uaurpaUon,  by  the  Qoveni- 
nent,  of  power  not  granted  by  Uie  people,  but  by 
he  accmnulatJOD,  in  one  of  the  departmenta,  of  that 
rhkh  was  ssaignsd  to  others.  Limited  as  are  the 
■oweia  whidi  have  been  granted,  still  enough  has 
leen  gisated  to  constitute  a  deapotisiii,  if  ctmcen- 
rated  in  one  of  the  departments.  This  danger  Is 
greatly  heightened,  as  it  has  been  always  observable 
hat  men  are  lees  jealous  of  eDcroachinents  of  one 
lepBiUncnt  upon  another,  than  npon  their  own  re- 
«rved  rights. 

When  the  Conathution  of  the  United  Statea  first 
ame  from  the  bands  of  the  ooavention  which  farmed 
it,  many  of  the  sternest  republioans  of  the  day  were 
ilsnned  at  the  axteiU  of  the  power  which  bad  been 
Tatited  to  the  Federal  Oovenunent,  and 


which  a{q»ared  not  to  be  In  harmony  with  their  ideas 
of  a  «n^>le  repiesentative  Democracy,  or  Sepublic 
And  knowing  the  tendency  of  power  to  increase  iteelf, 
particularly  when  exercised  by  a  tingle  individual, 
predictioua  were  made  tliat,  at  no  very  remote  period, 
the  Qovemment  would  tenninale  in  vlrtiul  mon- 
archy. It  would  not  become  me  to  aay  that  the 
fean  of  these  patriots  have  been  already  realized. 
But,  aa  I  sincerely  believe  that  the  tendency  of 
loeasurca,  and  of  men's  opinions,  for  some  yeara  past, 
hss  been  in  that  direction,  it  is,  I  conceive,  strictly 
proper  that  I  should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the 
assuiaocea  I  hare  heretofore  given  of  my  determina- 
tion to  arrest  the  progress  of  that  tendency.  If  it 
really  eust,  and  restore  the  Oovemment  to  its  pris- 
tine health  and  vigor,  aa  far  aa  this  can  be  effected 
by  any  legitimate  exercise  of  the  power  placed  iu  my 

1  proceed  to  state,  in  aa  Bumioary  a  manner  aa  I 
can,  my  afumon  of  Uie  sources  of  the  evils  which 
have  been  so  extensively  complained  of,  and  the 
correctives  which  may  be  applied.  Some  of  the 
former  are  unquestionably  to  be  found  in  the  defects 
of  the  constitution  ;  others,  in  my  judgment,  are  st- 
tribntable  to  a  misconstruction  of  aome  of  its  provi- 
■loDS.  Of  the  former  is  the  eligibility  of  the  same 
individual  to  a  second  term  of  tiie  Freddency.  The 
ngidoos  mind  of  Ur.  Jefferson  early  saw  and  la- 
mented this  error,  and  attemple  have  beett  made, 
hitherto  without  success,  to  apply  the  amendatory 
power  of  (he  States  to  its  correction. 

As,  however,  one  node  of  cotrection  la  in  the 
power  of  every  Fieddeut,  and  consequenUj  in  mine, 
it  would  be  useless,  snd  periisps  invidious,  to  enu- 
merate the  evils  of  wliich,  in  the  opinion  of  our  fel- 
low-dtiiena,  this  error  of  the  sages  who  framed  the 
conatitntion  may  have  tieen  the  source,  and  the  bitter 
fruits  which  we  are  still  to  gather  from  it,  if  it  con- 
tinues to  disflgure  our  system.  It  may  be  observed, 
however,  as  a  general  remark,  that  Bepublica  can 
commit  no  greater-  error  than  to  adopt  or  continue 
any  feature  in  their  systems  of  Qovemment  whidi 
may  be  calculated  to  create  or  increase  the  love  of 
poirer.  In  the  b(»oms  of  tboee  to  whom  necesdty 
obligea  them  to  commit  the  management  of  their 
Bfli£s.  And,  aurely,  notiiing  is  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce such  a  state  of  mind  ttum  the  long-oentinuBnae 
of  an  office  of  high  trust.  Notlung  can  be  more  cor- 
rupting, nothing  more  destructive  of  all  those  noble 
feelings  which  belong  to  the  character  of  a  devoted 
repablican  patriot  When  thia  ooirupUag  pasaioD 
once  lakes  possession  of  the  human  mind,  like  the 
love  of  gold,  it  becomes  insatiable.  It  ia  the  never- 
dying  worm  in  its  bosom,  n«wa  with  his  growth,  and 
stre^tbenswith  the  declining  yearsofilt  victim.  If 
this  ia  true,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a  republic  to 
limit  the  aervioe  of  that  officer,  at  least,  to  whom  ahe 
has  intrusted  the  management  of  her  foreign  rela- 
tions, the  execution  of  her  taira,  and  the  command 
of  her  armies  and  navies,  to  a  period  so  short  as  to 
prevent  hia  foi^tting  tiiat  he  ia  the  accountable 
agent,  not  the  principal — the  servant,  not  tiie  master. 
Until  an  amendment  of  the  conatitution  cui  be  ef- 
fected, public  opinion  maj  secure  the  de^red  olgect 
I  give  my  aid  to  it  by  renewii^  the  pledge  hereto- 
fbre  given,  that,  ander  no  circumttancea,  will  I  con- 
sent to  serve  a  seoond  term. 

But  If  there  is  danger  to  puUic  liberty  fiom  the 
acknowledged  defects  of  the  constitution,  in  the  want 
of  limit  to  the  continuance  of  the  Execiitive  power 
in  the  MUM  banda,  then  ia,  I  apprehend,  not  nBCb 
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IcM  &<Mn  ft  mlioiiiMnictioii  of  that  initninient,  u  it 
Tcnrda  the  poweM  tctatUj  ffTsiL  I  cumot  oott- 
OMTe  that,  b;  a  Ur  oouBtnictioi],  tnj  or  eitfaer  of  lla 
ptovirioBsiroald  tw  found  M  coaaUtatc  tlieFw)iM«mt 
■  part  oTtbekghUtire  power.  It  cauirat  ba  cUmed 
(tarn  the  power  to  reoociuiiend,  dt»ce,  altlioaati  en- 
Joiired  at  ft  dut;  upon  Um,  It  ia  a  priTilcge  wtuch  he 
hidda  In  oomiDOD  with  every  other  dliien.  And  al- 
though tbei«  may  be  Banie^iliig  more  of  oonfldeoca 
In  the  propiiet;  ij  the  meftcurea  recommended  in  the 
DM  CMS  ^an  in  the  other,  In  the  obligationa  of  olti- 
mtle  deddon  there  can  ba  no  diflerenoe.  In  the 
lancnage  of  the  constitution  "  all  the  legiilatlTe  pow- 
er^ wUdi  It  mnta  "are  Tested  in  ft  Goiu;rece  of  the 
Uidted  States"  It  would  be  a  aoledam  fn  language 
to  i^  that  any  portion  of  tbcM  ia  not  included  in 
the  whole. 

It  ma;  be  add.  Indeed,  that  the  oonititutian  baa 
^Ten  to  the  EiecotiTe  the  power  to  annul  the  acta 
of  the  legidatire  body,  by  relnang  to  them  his  ae- 
*enL  Bo  ft  rimikr  power  baa  necegeaiil;  resulted 
from  that  iuBtounMBt  t«  the  Judlciu7 ;  and  yet  the 
Jndidary  fbma  no  part  of  the  Legialature.  There 
if,  k  b  tme,  tbU  dUTerenee  between  these  nanta  of 
power.  The  Eiec<iti*e  can  put  hi»  Degaoie  upon 
the  acta  of  the  Legialalare  for  other  cause  than  thai 
<^w«Btofoonfomdty(o  the  oonatltulion,  whilrt Uie 
Jodldai;  can  raly  dedan  Totd  tboae  wbidi  vloUto 
that  Inatonment  But  the  deaimon  of  the  Judiciary 
if  foal  In  rodi  a  caae,  wbeie*&  in  every  btitance 
where  tbe  veto  of  the  Exeeotive  I*  applied,  it  may  be 
oreroome  by  a  vote  of  two-tUrda  of  Iwth  Houaea  of 
CoAgreaa.  The  negative  upon  the  acta  of  the  Le^a- 
lative  by  the  EiecuUve  aalhority,  and  that  in  the 
handa  of  one  individual,  would  leem  to  be  an  ineon- 
gmi^  la  oar  ayitem.    Like  *ome  otbers  of  a  eimilar 


the  qiirit  wfauA  WM  inleDded  by  IW  autbois,  it  may 
be  prodncUve  of  great  good,  and  be  found  one  of  the 
beat eaftgnarda  totha Union.     Attheperiodof  the 
formatioa  of  the  conatitnUiw,  thig  prindple  does  not 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  ameti  favor  in  the  Slate  Gov- 
enunenla.    It  eiuted  but  in  two ;   and  io  one  of 
tbeae  there  waa  a  plunl  Executive.    If  we  would 
1. .      1.         ,         .......       .   .   nan  tiig  punily 

!hlVtmedtb« 

._ , ..   _^  >vieioneoap- 

pereotiy  repugnant  to  the  IcadlDg  Demooratio  princi- 
ple that  the  m^ority  should  govern,  we  must  rtyeel 
the  idea  that  they  aalidpated  tnua  it  any  benefit  to 
tbe  OHUnary  conrae  of  leelslatiotL  Thej  knew  too 
well  the  t^h  degree  of  mtelligenoe  whtdi  eiialed 
•moDg  the  people,  and  the  enlightened  character  of 
the  Stale  L^ietaturee,  not  to  have  the  fullest  oonB- 
denoe  that  the  two  bodie*  elected  by  them  would  be 
worthy  representativce  of  such  constituents,  and,  of 
course,  that  they  would  require  no  aid  In  oonceiring 
and  matuiing  the  measures  which  the  clrcumitancea 
of  the  country  m<^  require ;  and  It  ia  prepoateroua 
to  aoppoee  that  a  thoo^  eoidd  for  a  momeBt  have 
been  enteitained  that  the  Praadent,  placed  at  the 
capital.  In  the  centie  ef  the  muntry,  could  better 
tnideratand  the  wants  and  wiabea  of  the  people  than 
thdr  own  immedi&te  represenlaUves,  who  spent  a 
part  of  every  year  among  them,  living  with  them, 
often  laboring  with  them,  and  bound  to  them  by  the 
Mple  tie  of  interest,  duty,  and  affection.  To  assist 
or  eontrd  CoDgren,  then,  in  its  ordinary  legiabliim, 
oould  not,  I  concrive,  have  been  (he  motive  for  c«d- 
fariiig  Ibe  veto  power  on  the  Present.    Thia  argn- 


mcnt  aoquire*  adtUtlonal  Ibrce  fhim  tbs  faSof  iu 
never  having  been  thua  nsed  by  tlw  flnt  ii  M- 
dents;  and  two  of  then  were  membenrf  IbtEoi- 
venttoo,  one  preridii^  over  its  delibcradooi,  ai  the 
other  having  a  la^er  ahara  in  eousmius«iB|  Ibi 
labors  of  thai  august  body  Uisn  any  oiba  foxa. 
But  if  Idlls  were  never  returned  to  Cmgrrs  bj  diki 
of  the  Fraddenta  above  rtfymA  to,  upon  the  pnod 
of  their  bdnginexpe^ent,  or  not  sa«dliidsp((4« 
they  mlsfat  be  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  the  nlo 
waa  apidled  npon  that  of  want  of  enifamiitj  la  Oc 
oonstitutioD,  or  because  errois  had  been  tonniUei 
from  a  too  hasty  enaxitment 

There  ia  another  ground  for  the  edoptioD  et  Ik 
veto  principle,  whii^  had  probaUy  more  hiflnOKe  ■ 
recoDunendlng  it  to  the  coDveotionlhansBjoUn 
I  refer  to  the  security  wUdi  it  give*  to  the  jml  ml 
equitable  aotion  of  the  legislature  upon  aQ  fvti  oT 
the  Union.  It  coold  not  but  have  occurred  to  Iti 
convention  that,  in  a  country  so  eitenave,  eabu 
ing  BO  gteat  ■  variety  of  soil  and  cUmate,  and,  aau- 
quenily,  of  products,  and  whidi,  fhnn  tbesuD<aB4 
must  ever  exhibit  a  great  dilTereiice  in  the  ubosdI  4 
the  population  of  its  varioua  sections,  ealliif  Gri 
great  divenity  in  the  employments  of  the  pH^ 
that  the  legisUUon  of  the  in^ority  mieht  not  tin* 
justly  ro^ard  the  ririita  and  interests  of  the  nlDKil; 
— ftud  £st  acts  of  this  character  might  be  laari, 
onder  an  expnas  grant  by  the  words  ai  the  om&t 
&m,  and,  therefore,  not  within  the  oompetescr  of 
the  judidary  to  declare  void ;  that,  howent  o- 
lightened  and  patriotic  they  might  sapjMee,  fnn  p^ 
experience,  the  members  of  Congress  m^it  Ik,  ai 
however  laigely  partaking  in,  the  general  ol  the  niMl 
feelings  of  Ifae  people,  it  was  linposnUe  to  up"! 
that  Iwdies  so  oonetltuled  should  not  snuMimn  >• 
controlled  by  local  interests  and  sectional  !etitp. 
It  waa  proper,  therefbre,  to  provide  soma  ea^ 
fKim  triiow  situation  and  mode  of  aj^mnDMnl  MR 
independence  and  tVeedom  from  sueti  Infliexa 
might  be  expected.  Such  a  one  waa  atToided  b;  Ik 
Eiecntive  Department,  constituted  by  Ibe  coutia- 
tlon.  A  person  sleeted  to  that  high  offio,  lu<ii^ 
his  oonstituents  in  every  section.  Stale,  and  nib^ 
don  of  the  Union,  mast  condder  himfelf  bonid  ^ 
the  moat  solemn  aazkctions  to  gnard,  protect,  and  it 
fend  the  rights  of  all,  and  irf  every  portiot^  p«*  " 
small,  ftmn  the  InjuMice  and  «n>rewon  of  nw  rot 
Icimnderthe  veto  power,  thnefore,  eiven  b;  ih 
contHtotlon  to  (be  ExecnUve  of  the  Onited  Sam 
told;  at  ft  contetvatlTe  power,  to  be  nsed  col;,  lA 
to  protect  the  oonslitution  from  vidatiim;  Mlj.lk 
people  (Km  the  elftcts  of  hasty  tegiilatkm,  *^ 
thdr  will  has  been  probably  dlsr^aiwd  or  no!  m 
understood ;  and,  3dly,  to  prevent  the  dkdt  » 
comUnatlons  violative  of  the  rights  of  nunorilia  Ji 
reference  to  the  second  of  th»i  otjeeli,  I  lu;  (v 
aerve,  that  I  condderit  the  i^ht  md  pririhfBof'k 
people  to  dedde  disputed  pointt  of  Iht  cMMiutiA 
aridng  from  the  general  grant  of  power  to  Ciwpat 
to  carry  into  eUtet  the  powen  eipntdy  p^ 
And  I  bdieve,  with  Mr.  lladiaon,  "that  r«pnM 
recognitions,  under  varied  olrcninftances,  in  mU  n 
the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Jodield  bnnchH  « 
the  Government,  accompaoied  by  indiodioBa  a  diT- 
ferent  modes  of  the  concurrence  of  the  gteenl  vu 
of  the  nalloQ,  as  afibrdine  to  the  PreddcDl  wSooi' 
authority  for  his  ctmddering  sndi  iitputd  poiati  m 
setUed."  . 

Upwarda  of  half  a  oentmy  has  dapead  sum  0» 


I  of  * 
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icold  b«  >B  oljaet  more  lii^7  desinble  thm  Uw 

iTiupredMitCaitloa  would  be  uceitalnad,  and  k  Mr 
dhitiit  made  of  the  opentiooa  <^  each  of  Its  Depait- 
juaM,  oT  tb«  powen  which  tbe^  reepetOitelj  cUitn 
nd  eieidse,  tn  the  oillisloni  wM<A  bare  occurred 
Mveen  theiD,  or  between  the  whole  Oorenimeiit 
mil  thoMorUie  State*  oreitber of  Hien).  We  could 
Iboi  compaK  oar  kctnal  Mndhion,  after  Bltj  Teara* 
tmt  (^  OUT  BTaleiii,  with  what  it  waa  In  the  com- 
manmeat  of  Ita  opentioita,  and  HcerWn  wheOer 
the  piedlcdona  of  the  patriots  wIm  onMsed  fla  adop- 
llaii.  or  the  confident  liope*  of  )ta  ndvontci,  have 
been  beit  rtallied.  Hie  Kreat  dread  of  the  former 
mnu  to  biTC  been,  that  toe  reaerred  powera  of  the 
Sua  would  be  abaotbed  bj  those  of  the  Federal 
GoTmiDRit,  and  a  oonaoUdated  power  atabllibed, 
iMiing  to  tba  Stalea  the  diadow,  onl^,  of  that  Inde- 
pndeat  action  for  wUdi  tbe^  bad  so  lealoaalj  eoD- 
toidcd,  ud  OB  the  piesemtlaii  of  whkfa  tbe;f  relied 
•1  tbe  lut  hope  of  llbartj.  Wlthoat  denjing  that 
th«  result  to  whidi  they  locAed  with  lo  miidi  mro- 
beadan  k  b  the  w^  of  bring  realfaed,  ft  If  otmooa 
tliil  ihej  did  not  deaii;  aee  the  mode  of  ita  acoom- 
pliihrnnt  The  OenenlOorenunenthaaariied  upon 
none  of  the  naerved  lighU  of  the  States  ^farM 
inj  open  mriue  maj  have  gone,  the  State  author!- 
tlea  hire  uiptr  mainiahicd  their  rigfata.  To  a  caanal 
obserrer,  our  ijBtem  prescQta  no  appearance  (rf'  di»- 
cord  between  the  different  members  which  oompoae 
il.  Eren  the  addition  of  nianj  new  ones  baa  pn>- 
diKfdiiojaRW.  n>e]r  moTO  in  their  i«apeetiTe  or> 
tiu  in  perfect  harmony  wiA  the  central  bead,  and 
■riih  each  other.  But  there  h  eUll  an  imder  cnrrent 
It  work,  by  whidi,  if  not  Beasanahly  diecked,  the 
lint  ipprehensiona  of  oar  antt-fMeral  patriots  will 
be  Kdiied.  And  not  only  will  the  Stat«  authorities 
be  orershadowed  bj  tlie  great  increaae  of  power  In 
ibe  Eiecative  Department  of  the  Qeneral  Oorem- 
■wDt,  but  the  riwracter  of  that  Oo*enuiient,  If  not  its 
dedgna^oQ,  be  easendally  and  radically  diaiued. 
lUi  nue  of  thinga  has  been  in  part  eObcteirbj 
nam  hihet«nt  io  the  eoutitnUoo,  and  in  part  1:^ 
Ibe  DeTer-faillng  tendency  of  political  power  to  in- 
mue  itself.  By  maldng  the  President  the  ade  dia- 
iriboloT  of  all  the  patronage  of  the  GoTenunent,  the 
rnnien  of  the  constitution  do  not  appear  to  haTe  an- 
tidpUtd  at  how  short  a  period  it  would  become  a 
[btioidibie  instrament  to  control  tbe  free  operations 
^  tbe  State  OoTcmmcnts.  Of  trifling  Importance  at 
ir«,  it  had,  early  In  Ur.  Jeffetson'B  admlntibatlon, 
>»»ne  ao  powerftti  as  lo  create  great  alann  In  the 
nind  of  that  patriot,  from  the  potent  Infloence  It 
D^l  eiert  in  eontndling  the  tteMom  of  the  electire 
nnchise.  If  eadi  conld  hare  then  been  tbe  elieota 
f  iu  mflaence,  Iiovr  much  greater  lunst  be  the  dan- 
V  at  thia  lime,  qoadrnpled  bt  amonnt,  as  it  certainly 
^  md  more  completely  under  tbe  eontnil  of  the 
lifcntiTe  will,  than  their  construction  of  Ihdr  pow- 
n  allowed,  or  the  fbrtteiring  chaiactem  of  all  tbe 
Illy  pTMndenta  permitted  tbem  to  make  f  Bat  it  is 
M  by  the  extent  of  its  patronage  alone  that  the 
lecutire  Department  baa  tiecome  dangerons,  but 
r  tlie  use  whtcb  it  appears  may  be  nude  of  the  ap- 
linSng  power,  to  bring  tinder  iu  control  the  whole 
Tenne  of  tbe  country.  The  constitution  has  de- 
•ml  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  see  that 
le  laws  are  executed,  and  it  makee  him  the  Com- 
aader-in-t^ef  of  tbe  armies  and  navy  of  tbe  United 
ie».  If  tiM  ophilon  of  the  moat  qiprored  writers  j 
M  that  epedet  of  nixed  Oantaateat,  nUA,  In  I 


modem  Europe,  la  leu 
tinetion  to  tktpotitm,  la  eonect,  there  waa  wanting 
DO  other  addition  to  tiie  poweia  of  our  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  atamp  a  monareUcal  dtaraeter  on  cor  Gorem- 
ment,  bat  tlie  eonltot  of  Ibe  pnUio  Bnanoea.  And 
lo  me  it  aiqieaie  etnnge,  iudeed,  that  any  one  dumid 
doubt  that  tbe  entire  control  whitdi  the  Freddent 
powcwee  over  tbe  oBeets  wbo  have  tiie  onatodT  of 
the  pobUe  money,  by  tbe  power  of  ramoral  with  ot 
without  canse,  doee,  for  all  mlschieTons  potpoees  at 
least,  Tittoally  salfiect  the  tnaaore  also  lo  his  dispo- 
sal   The  llitt  Bonan  Emperor,  in  Us  atlenpt  to 


theoflleerto  wboae  diai^  it  bad  been  oommitted, 
byaa^nifloentallnilim toUaeword.  Byaadeetka 
of  poIUioal  iiMtrttmenIi  fbr  the  care  of  the  pqb- 
Ho  money,  a  reference  lo  thidr  oommMow  by  a 
neddent,  wooM  be  qidle  •■  eActaal  an  atgonwBt 
aetbatofOnaartotheBMBan  ky^  IamBotin> 
■eittdble  of  tiie  great  difflcidty  diet  axista  in  derbfaig 

a  proper  plan  Iot  tbe  MfeJnejAig  ai '  "' 

« the  pt^lio  nnsoM,  and  I  know 

whidihaa  been  attached  by  men  ot  great  a 

and  patrlotiem  to  the  dhom,  as  It  is  eaUed,  of  the 
TreMntyftomthabMiklnglnBlitiitintB.  It  la  not  the 
dvoree  wUcfa  la  complained  of,  bnt  the  unballowed 
union  of  die  ^eMory  with  Ibe  ExemtlTe  Department 
wUdi  baa  <Matad  eoch  ettradTe  alarm.  To  this 
daiwer  to  onr  Bepoblican  inslitatioiH,  and  tiiat  cre- 
ated by  the  tadnenee  given  lo  tbe  EzecntlTe  tht«(i^ 
tbe  InstnmieiilaU^  of  the  federal  oBoen,  I  ptopaoe 
to  andy  all  the  remedies  vUch  Okay  be  at  ^  com- 
mand It  was  oeetalnly  a  great  taroc  in  the  fiameia 
of  the  ooDsdtatton,  Bot  to  have  made  the  offioer  at 


pendent  of  the  GiaeatiTe.  He  should  at  leaot  hare 
been  reinonUe  only  upon  tiie  demand  oT  the  popo- 
lar  branch  of  tb»  Leglslatnr&    I  bare  determined 

'  to  remore  a  Seoetary  of  tbe  Treasury  witliont 

intdcatfaig  all  the  drcomattnoes  atleu^ng  audi 
removal  to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Tha  InHJumi^ 
of  IbeEKeentiTe  in  oontooiling  tlieb«edon  c^  tba 
elective  fVanddse  thrmurfalbe  medium  of  the  poUio 
oSoere,  can  be  eBbotnally  diecked  by  renewing  the 
prohibition  puUished  by  Mr.  Jenreoo,  fofUMli^ 
tiielr  interference  in  deetions  farther  Ihaa  ^vlng 
their  own  Totea;  and  Ihdr  own  Independence  se- 
cured by  an  asenranee  of  perfect  imnnmity.  In  eier> 
ildng  this  Moid  privilege  of  fteemen  mider  the  dl» 
atee  of  thdr  own  iiulilaisii  il  jndgmentii  Never, 
with  my  rnneent,  diall  an  otleer  of  the  people,  oom- 
pensated  for  Ida  etrrieta  oat  of  their  pockaia,  b^ 
me  the  pliant  insdruneut  ol  Exeentive  will. 
There  Is  no  part  of  Ibe  meana  placed  in  the  hand* 
oflheBxeeutlve  wUdi  ndght  be  need  with  greater 
eflbct,  for  uahalknred  paipoM^  Oan  the  oontrol  of 
tbepmie  ptcee.  The  nwxia  wUdi  onraMMOia 
derived  from  the  mothw  coimtiT,  that  "  the  freedom 
of  the  press  Is  the  great  bulwark  of  dvil  and  idlgioas 
liberty,"  Is  otic  of  tbe  most  precians  legadea  whldi 
they  have  left  as.  We  have  learned,  too,  from  our 
own  as  well  as  the  ezperieooe  of  odier  ooontriea,  that 
golden  sbacklea,  by  iriiomeoever  or  bj  wijatever  pra- 
lenee  Impoaod,  are  aa  jUal  to  It  as  IM  inn  bonds  at 
despotism,  lie  praasce  In  tbe  neoenary  onploy 
ment  of  the  Oovemmenl,  sboidd  neverbensed^to 
dear  tbe  gouty,  orlovaniidi  crimen"  Adeottitand 
manly  examinalion  of  Ibe  ads  of  tiie  Government 
duoM  be  not  only  toterated  bot  encouraged. 

Upon  another  occadon  I  have  g^ven  my  Ofrinlon, 
at  tome  lei^lh,  iqM»  Iba  bnpropiia^  of  Eaeoalira 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBIDOUXNT  OF  THS 


^  18*1.] 


[itaOoK 


faUvrferaiuM  in  the  le^iUtian  of  CongreM.  Hut  tha 
utidefn  (be  conetitatioti  making  it  the  dot;  of  ttw 
FKiideDt  to  conuDiiaiatte  infomatioD,  and  autiiorii- 
ii^  him  to  mMmmeiid  meuurei,  was  not  tatended 
to  make  him  tha  foarce  of  leg^alatioti,  and,  in  paiti- 
«aitr,  that  he  ihould  iMTer  ba  loolied  to  for  acbemea 
of  flnanee.  It  wonid  ba  veij  stnnge,  indeedl,  that 
die  oonatitntion  diould  b*Te  tlxiMj  fortriddea  one 
branch  <tf  the  L^alature  from  inteiferiDs  in  the 
origbiation  of  sticb  tulla,  and  that  it  ahould  be  oon- 
■idai«d  proper  that  an  •ItCftether  different  depart- 
ment of  the  QoTenunent  should  be  peimittad  to  do 
BO.  Some<^onrbeMpolitie*l  maiitDiand  ojrimona 
bare  been  diawn  frran  our  parent  lale.  There  an 
oflwn,  bowerer,  irhidi  eannot  1m  introdnoed  in 


one.  No  matter  in  whidi  of  the  Honeee  at  Farlla- 
ment  a  bill  may  originate,  nor  by  whom  Introduced, 
a  minister,  or  a  member  of  the  opposition,  by  the 
Action  of  Uw,  or  rather  of  oonslitutional  priiidple, 


abtj  to  Ua  will,  and  than  submitted 
for  thdr  adrice  and  conae&t  Nor,  tho  lery  rerene 
ia  the  eaao  here,  not  only  with  ttpid  to  the  princi- 
de,  bat  the  form»  pieKribed  bj  the  constitution, 
nte  prindple  eertalidy  MiHgat  to  the  only  body  eon- 
■tituted  by  the  conatttoUon,  (tha  l^ialatl*e  body,)  the 
power  to  make  laws,  and  the  fbcras  even  direct  that 
tbeeiiaotmeiitBfaaaldbeaMtibedtotliem.  Tbe  Sen- 
ale,  In  relatioD  to  rerenue  bilb,  have  the  ri^t  to 
piopoae  amendments ;  and  ao  has  the  EiecutiTe,  by 
the  power  given  him  to  retarn  tbem  to  the  Hooae  <rf' 
BepresentatiTes,  with  hia  objections.  It  is  in  his 
power,  also,  to  propose  amendmentg  to  the  existing 
revcDoe  lam,  *Dgg«Med  by  his  ofaeerratfauiB  upon  their 
dtftctire  or  Iqjarioua  operatton.  But  the  delicate 
duty  of  derUng  achenws  of  reremse  iboald  be  left 
where  the  oonrtttntioa  baa  tdaced  it — with  the  fan- 
mediale  tepreeeutatiTea  of  the  people.  For  rinular 
nasoDs,  the  mode  of  keeping  the  publio  treasure 
riiould  be  preacribed  by  tiiem  ;  and  the  farther  re- 
mored  It  may  be  from  the  oonOol  of  the  EiecuUre, 
the  more  wholeaome  the  arrangement,  and  the  more 
in  accordance  with  Republioan  prlndide. 

Oonneeted  wHh  thia  anUeot  ia  the  dtaraeter  of  the 
enrrenoy ;  Ttta  Idea  of  making  it  eialtial*ely  metallic, 
bowerer  well  hitroded,  Ufpetn  (o  me  to  be  frau^t 
wllh  more  btal  oonaeqaencEa  than  any  other  acheme, 
faaring  no  relation  to  the  personal  rights  of  the  oiti- 
Rn,  ttut  hu  ever  been  devised.  If  any  single 
tcheme  conid  produce  the  eflhct  of  arresting,  at  once, 
that  mutation  of  condition  by  whidi  thoueanda  of  our 
moat  indigent  fellow-cltiiena,  by  their  industry  and 
enterprise,  are  raised  to  the  posMnioii  <^  wealth, 
that  to  the  one.     If  there  U  one  meaanre  better  eal- 


tfae  rich  are  daily  adding  to  their  hoaida,  and  the 
poor  dnking  deeper  Into  penary,  it  to  an  eicloaiTe 
metallic  current.  Or  (f  there  b  a  proceea  hy  wUdi 
the  character  of  tin  country  fbr  gennosity  and  noble- 
oeM  of  feeling  may  be  deatrojed  by  the  greet  iacTMse 
and  necessary  toleration  of  usury,  it  ia  an  ezclacnre 
metalUc  currency. 

Amonget  the  other  duties  of  a  delicate  dwnwter 
wUdi  the  President  is  called  upon  to  perform,  U  the 
wpervtoion  of  the  Oovenm>ent  of  the  Teiritoriefl  of 
the  United  State*.  Those  of  them  wUidi  are  deatiaed 
to  become  memben  of  our  great  political  ftmily,  are 
d  by  tbdr  rapid  progrcoi  fiom  Infhaoy  to 


manhood,  for  tlie  partial  and  temponry  deiainiiea 
of  their  political  rights.  It  la  in  this  DiaoLx,  tolf, 
where  American  citiienB  are  to  be  found,  who,  rate 
a  Battled  eyitem  of  policy,  are  deprived  of  usj  'at 
portant  political  pHvil^ee,  witfaool  any  io^itriiig 
nope  ai  to  the  future.  nieiraolycoasolUtDa,imd« 
droumstancea  of  such  depriratioe,  is  that  of  tbt  it 
voted  exterior  guaidaof  a  canqt— -thai  tbdriota' 
ings  aecme  tnmquillity  and  aafety  witfak.  An  tboc 
any  of  their  coualrymen  who  would  snti^tbcnM 
greater  aacrificea,  to  any  other  hnmUutioH  Iha 
thoee  eesentiiJly  neceoary  to  theaecniity  of  ihi^ 
ject  for  which  they  were  thus  aepaiated  fim  i1m 
fsUow-dliacnsf  Are  their  rig^  alooe  not  t»  Is 
gnaranteed  by  the  ^tplioattoa  of  tboae  gitat  poo- 
plea,  upon  which  all  our  ctmatitutions  an  UmUl 
We  are  Idd  by  the  greatest  of  firitidi  onUn  tai 
etateamcn,  thai,  at  the  commenoementofihcnttf 
the  Revolution,  the  most  atujud  men  in  Ei^iadqidB 
of  "  their  American  sutyects."    Ate  there,  iadct^ 


iple  of  the  States,  but  fnt  iaar 
ng  In  Ibe  latter  coDdilioa  iriKo  tki 
constitution  was  fonned,  no  words  used  in  that  iiMn< 
ment  ooold  have  been  intended  to  defatve  them  d 
that  cbanuAer.  If  there  is  any  thii^  in  Ibe  pta 
principles  of  unalienable  ri^ta,  ao  emphitiallT  » 
slated  upon  in  our  Declaration  of  Indqkmdencc,  Ibi; 
coDid  neither  make,  nor  the  United  Stalniccfpt,! 
surrender  of  their  liberties,  aod  become  the  n^K^ 
in  other  words,  the  riavea,  of  their  Ibiraet  feUov-eii- 
lens.  If  tills  be  true,  and  it  wiU  aeaicelr  be  daid 
by  any  one  who  baa  a  ooirect  ide*  of  Ua  on  ri^ 
as  an  American  citiien,  the  grant  to  CoDBc*  of  (1- 
cluinve  jurisdiction  in  the  Katrict  of  ColBnilM,c* 
be  bterppeled,  ao  for  as  respects  the  aggiepU  f*' 
pie  of  die  United  States,  a*  meaiung  nothmg  m" 
than  toaUow  to  Congreaa  the  controlling  power  oe- 
oesaary  to  aJIbrd  a  free  and  safe  exeitiae  of  the  ta^ 
lions  assigned  to  the  a«aiei^  Oovenmenl  bj  iki 
comtitution.  In  all  other  reepecta,  the  legid^u  li 
Congress  dionld  be  adapted  to  their  pecdnt  poaM 
and  wants,  and  be  conformable  with  their  dcGbodi 
opituoia  of  their  own  interesta. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  keefiiflthe  » 
spective  Depaitments  of  the  Goreramenl,  u  ™ 
as  all  the  other  authorities  of  our  country,  *ill* 
their  appropriaW  orbita.  Thia  ia  a  naua  of  di* 
culty  in  some  cases,  as  the  powers  whldi  ^^ 
neetively  claim  are  often  not  defined  by  ray  w 
tbct  lines.  Hisdiievoua,  bcnrerer,  in  iMr  Ut^ 
dcs,  as  collUons  of  tiito  kind  may  be,  tbost  ^ 
arise  between  the  reqiective  eonmnnitiss,  whict  Mt 
oertain  puiposea  compose  one  nalMn,  ai*  Mack  «m 
ao  (  for  no  such  nation  can  ka^  exist  villMi  w 
oarefbl  culture  of  thoaa  feeUnga  tt  ocifttfaw  w 
aRhction  whiclk  ai»  (be  dfectin  bends  of  ntMabt 
tween  free  and  confederated  Stales-  &Uog*9i>» 
tie  of  Interest,  (t  bss  bem  often  fowid  ineS«<W' 
Hen,  blinded  by  thdr  pasrioos,  have  beakaenO 
adopt  meaaures  for  their  montry  in  direct  onM^M 
toallthesuggesUonaofpoliey.  Thea]ten«titt.llm 
is,  to  destroy  or  keep  down  shad  paadra  by  owR 
and  fostering  a  good  one ;  and  this  seemr  '*  '^ 
OMrner  stone  upon  which  our  Amcaican  p> 
chitects  have  reared  the  fabric  of  or-  "~ 
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To  inrare  the  condniuuice  of  this 
fidiK,  prodoccd  At  fint  b;  ■  cotnmnnity  of  dugan, 
ttmmrtDff,  ind  of  interesto,  the  adwitagta  of  wdi 
nre  made  ■ccMnUe  to  ilL  No  partioipatioD  in  uij 
good,  poBneed  b;  toy  member  of  an  exteniiTe  oon- 
Moaej,  eieept  in  dooieslic  Qoiemm^it,  ww  witb- 
hdd  fran  the  citisen  of  anj  other  member.  B7  ■ 
pnxes  attended  with  bo  dJffleoltj,  no  delaf ,  no  ei- 
petw  but  thit  of  ronovml,  the  dtlten  of  one  nii^t 
became  lh«  dtinn  of  any  other,  and  nuoeflaiTely  of 
the  vhole.  Hie  Unea,  Wo,  eepmavg  powen  to  be 
ntrdied  by  llie  cWieDa  of  one  Stale  Iniin  tboee  of 
uotber,  teem  to  be  so  dMinctly  drawn  aa  to  leave 
DO  loom  for  misundenUii^iiK.  TbedtiiMwof  e*eh 
Suie  mdte  In  their  penona  M  the  priiil^es  which 
that  ebancter  eonfcra,  and  all  that  tbey  may  cUm 
ttdtliensof  the  Uidted  8(alea;  bat  in  no  ease  can 
IkeaaMpenon,  at  the  aametime,  act  •■  the  dtlien 
dT  two  aepante  States,  and  ht  U  there/on  potUutlg 
fnduM  fnm  any  inltrftrtnet  wiih  tki  ruervtd 
ftwen  0^  (ny  Blatt  hut  that  of  vhieh  A«  it,  far  tkt 
lime  ittng,  9  cUixen.  He  may,  indeed,  offer  to  the 
dtiieosof  otherStates  bin  advice  aa  to  their  manage- 
DKnt,  and  the  form  in  which  It  Is  tendered  is  left  to 
his  own  tfiwretioa  and  sense  of  ;»opriety.' 

It  may  be  obserred,  however,  that  organized  aa- 
•oditiooE  of  citiiens,  requirioK  compliance  with  their 
wMms,  too  mach  teaemble  the  rteommtitdiaUm  of 
Alhms  is  their  allies — lupported  by  an  armed  and 
powerfiil  fleet.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the  ainUtioii  of 
the  leading  States  of  Greece  to  eontiol  the  domeallc 
toiK»n*  ^  ih«  otbers,  tliat  the  destructian  of  that 
edebnled  Mnfederacy,  and  mbwqneiiUj  of  aU  its 
nmnben,  it  mdnly  to  be  attribated.  And  it  la  ow- 
ing to  Ihe  djsence  of  diat  ajurit  that  the  Helretie 
cMfcderaey  has  for  ao  many  yean  been  preserred. 
Herer  haa  llieT«  been  aeen  in  the  InstitalJonB  of  the 
K^anle  membeia  of  any  confederacy  more  elements 
of  discard.  In  the  prindplea  and  forms  of  Qo*ero- 
amt  ind  religion,  as  well  as  in  the  drcunutaueea  of 
Ae  KTcral  cantons,  so  mvked  a  fflacnpanee  was 
gtHCTT^ble,  ax  to  pnMnisa  any  (hin^  but  banmny  in 
iWr  Intel  course  or  pannaim^  in  their  allianoav 
And  yet,  for  ages,  neitber  haa  been  Intampted. 
CoBitDt  with  tbe  poaltive  beneftta  whldi  (brir  wiloii 
pmhKed,  with  the  iBdependence  and  cafHy  from 
fbretgn  iggressiwi  whidi  it  aeenred,  tliesB  sagaiHoas 
people  re^>ected  tbe  ioMitatlotis  of  eadi  oilier,  bow- 
ncr  repognant  to  their  own  prindplea  and  pr^u- 
Sbo. 

Our  Confcdency,  lisTloW'^ltiMns,  can  only  be  pt«- 
■cTf  ed  by  tbe  same  forbearance.  Onr  cItiMDs  nuut 
bo  content  with  tbe  exercise  of  the  powers  with 
vhieh  the  ooDstitntioa  dotbes  them.  Tbe  attempt 
of  iboso  of  one  State  to  control  the  daineaUo  inatl- 
btiODS  of  another,  can  only  result  in  filings  of 
(txnA  and  jealousy,  tbe  certain  bariiliigaTa  of 
ifiniiiioB,  Tiolence,  ci*U  war,  and  the  ultimata 
dratmctlon  of  onr  free  instltntions.  Onr  Confed- 
cruy  is  perfectly  iHostrated  by  the  term*  and  prin- 
ciples goreniing  a  common  copartnerahip.  There 
*  fond  of  power  is  to  be  eieroiaed  under  the  direo- 
tion  of  the  Joint  conndls  of  tbe  allied  members, 
tat  that  which  has  been  reserted  by  the  ini^Tldaal 
sunbera  i«  intangible  to  the  common  goTemmeot 
ortlie  individoal  members  compodng  it.  To  al- 
■enpt  it  flnds  no  snpport  in  the  -prindplea  of  onr 
coiMitaticm.  It  should  be  onr  constant  and  ear- 
■«t  endeaTor  mntually  to  coltlrate  a  spirit  of  con- 
wed  and  harmony  aaioag  the  Taiioua  parts  of  oar 


[HlSCB,-l«il. 

Coofedereoy.  Experience  haa  abundantly  taught 
us,  that  the  agitation  by  cicixens  of  one  part  of  tlie 
Union  of  a  subject  not  cooSded  to  the  General 
GoTemmeat,  but  excludrely  under  the  guardianship 
of  ti>e  local  authorities,  is  produetire  of  no  other 
consequences  than  bitterness,  alienation,  discord, 
and  injury  to  tbe  very  cause  which  is  intended  to 
be  advanced.  Of  all  Uie  great  interests  which  u^ 
pertain  to  our  country,  that  of  qdIoo,  cordi^ 
eonflding,  fraternal  uoioo,  is  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant, ainee  it  Is  the  only  true  and  sure  guarantee 
of  all  others. 

Ill  oonseqoenoe  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  busi- 
ness and  die  currency,  aome  of  the  States  may 
meet  with  dilflcnlty  in  tbelr  financial  conoeitis. 
However  deeply  we  may  regret  any  thing  impru- 
dent or  excessive  In  ^e  engagements  into  which 
States  bave  entered  for  pntposea  of  their  own,  it 
does  not  become  us  to  disparage  the  State  Govern- 
ments,  nor  to  discourage  them  from  making  proper 
efforts  for  their  own  relief ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
our  duty  to  encourage  them,  to  the  extent  of  our 
constitutional  authority,  to  apply  their  best  meana, 
and  ebeeilnlly  to  make  all  necessary  sacrifices,  and 
submit  to  all  necessary  burdens  to  fulfil  their  en- 
and  maintain  their  credit;  for  tbe  chai- 
and  credit  of  the  several  States  form  part  of 
the  characterandcredit  of  the  whole  coon  try.  The 
reaonrces  of  the  country  are  abundant,  the  enter- 
prise and  activity  of  our  people  proverbial ;  and  we 
may  well  hope  that  wiae  legislation  and  prudent 
administratJon,  by  the  respective  Govern  mania, 
each  acting  within  its  own  SfdieTe,  will  restore  for- 
mer proaperity, 

UnpIeMont  and  eveti  dangerous  as  colhslons  may 
sometimes  be,  between  the  constituted  authorities 
or  tbe  citizens  of  onr  country,  in  relation  to  the 
lines  which  separate  their  reapeolive  jurisdicdons, 
tbe  reaoha  can  be  of  no  vital  injury  lo  our  insti- 
tulioDS,  if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted 
attMhinent  to  liberty,  that  spirit  of  moderation  and 
fbrbearance,  for  which  onr  countrymen  were  once 
dlatinguiahed,  continue  to  be  cherishcU.  If  this 
eontlnnes  to  be  the  ruling  pasnoD  of  oar  souls, 
the  weaker  feellnes  of  the  mutaken  enthusiast  will 
be  eorreoted,  the  nto[4an  dreams  of  the  scheming 
poKtioian  (UmI paled,  and  tbe  complicated  intrigue* 
of  tbe  dMsagogue  rendered  harmless.  Tbe  spirit 
of  liberty  is  tbe  sovereign  balm  for  every  iqjury 
which  our  insUtutioPS  may  reoclve.  On  the  contrary, 
DO  care  that  can  be  used  in  tbe  construction  of  our 
Government,  no  division  of  powers,  no  distribution 
of  checks  In  its  several  departments,  will  prove  eC- 
fieetual  to  keep  us  a  free  people,  if  this  spirit  Is 
■uKred  to  dewy — and  decay  it  will,  without  con- 
atant  ntirtare.  To  tbe  neglect  of  this  duty,  the 
beat  lusloriana  agree  in  attiibntiog  the  ruin  of  all 
the  Bepublics  with  wboae  existence  and  fall 
their  writings  have  made  us  aoquunted.  Tbe 
same  oansea  will  ever  produce  (he  same  eS^ts; 
aud  aa  kwg  as  the  love  of  power  is  a  dominant 
pasrion  of  the  human  bosom,  and  as  long  as  tbe 
nnderatandings  of  men  can  be  warped  and  their 
albotioiis  ebanged  by  opsiatloos  upon  their  pa»- 
^ns  and  pr^udices,  so  long  will  tbe  liberty  of 
a  people  depend  on  thrir  own  constant  attention  to 
its  preservation.  The  danger  to  all  welt-established 
free  Governments  arises  from  tbe  uawilhngness  of 
the  people  to  believe  in  its  existence,  or  from  tlia 
influence  of  designing  men,  diverting  their  atten- 
tion from  the  quarter  wheoca  it  approaches,  to  a 
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source  from  which  It  oan  never  cmnc.  Thii  \a  the 
old  trick  ot  tho«e  wbo  would  nmrp  the  Oorera- 
mGct  of  their  coaDtrj.  In  th«  Dune  of  Demoe- 
nej  tiie;  speak,  wuiudk  the  people  egiiiut  the 
InflaSQCO  of  wetHh  and  &t  danger  of  arislocracr. 
History,  ancient  and  modem,  it  fall  of  tnoh  ez- 
amplea,  C^r  beoame  tite  maMer  of  the  So- 
man people  and  the  Senate,  under  the  protenoe  of 
■upporting  the  Democratic  claims  of  the  former 
agunst  the  aristocracy  of  the  latter;  CromweD,  in 
the  character  of  prateetoi^of  the  llbertlea  of  the  peo- 
ple, became  the  dictator  of  England;  and  Btdirar 
posaessed  UmMlf  of  nnHmEted  power,  with  tb« 
title  of  hii  country's  Liberator.  Tlierc  1b,  on  the 
contrary,  no  single  Instance  on  record  of  an  eitea- 
iive  uid  well-eB[abli8bed  Republic  being  changed 
into  an  aristocracy.  The  tendencies  of  all  sach 
OoTsmments  in  their  decline  is  to  monarchy  ;  and 
th«  antagonlBt  principle  to  liberty  there  is  the 
spirit  of  &ction — a  spirit  which  assumes  the  char- 
acter, and,  in  times  of  great  excitement,  impoeea 
Itself  upon  the  people  as  the  genuine  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  like  the  false  Christa  whose  coming 
was  foretold  by  the  Bavionr,  seeics  to,  and  were  it 
ponlble  would.  Impose  npoa  the  true  and  most 
OitbAd  disdplea  of  liberty.  It  is  in  periods  like 
this  that  It  behooTBs  the  people  to  be  most  natcb- 
flil  of  those  (o  whom  they  have  intruated  power. 
And  although  there  is  at  times  much  difflculty  in 
distineuisbtng  the  &lEe  from  the  true  spirit,  a  calm 
and  dlspastlODate  investignljon  will  detect  the 
oonnlerfeit  as  well  by  the  character  of  its  openiti< 
as  the  reiults  that  are  produced.  The  true  spirit 
of  liberty,  although  devoted,  pereerertng,  bold,  and 
uncompromirang  in  prindple,  that  secured.  Is  mild 
and  tolerant  and  scniputoos  as  to  the  means  It  em- 
ploys; whilst  the  spirit  of  party,  assoming  to  be 
that  of  liberty,  is  barsb,  vindictive,  and  Intolerant, 
and  totally  reckless  as  to  the  character  of  the  allies 
which  it  briu^  to  the  aid  of  its  cause.  Wbsn  the 
genuine  spirit  of  liberty  animates  the  body  of  a 

B!Ople  to  a  thoroagh  examination  of  tbelr  albirs,  it 
ads  to  the  excision  of  every  eicrescenca  which 
may  have  fastened  Itself  Qpon  any  of  ^e  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  restores  the  t^iem 
to  its  pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of 
an  intolerant  spirit  of  party  amongst  a  fl>ee  people, 
seldom  fills  to  result  in  a  dangerona  accenlon  to 
the  Executive  power,  inlrodoced  and  establli^ed 
against  unusual  profes^ns  of  devotion  to  Democ- 

The  fo>«gdDg  remarks  relate  almost  eicloslTely 
to  matters  connected  with  our  domestie  concerns. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  that  I  should  ^ve  some 
Indications  to  my  feliow-citliens  of  my  proposed 
course  of  conduct  in  tlie  manigemeat  of  onr  for- 
eign relations.  I  assure  them,  therefore,  that  it 
is  my  Intention  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to 
peserve  the  (Hendly  Intercoune  which  now  so 
napiuly  subsists  with  every  (hrelgn  nation;  and 
that,  ^though,  of  course,  not  well  fnfonned  a*  to 
the  stale  of  any  pending  negotiations  with  any  of 
them,  I  see  In  Uie  personal  characters  of  the  Sover- 
eigns, as  well  as  in  the  mutual  interest  of  our  own 
and  of  the  Governments  with  which  our  relations 
are  most  Intimate,  a  pleasing  guarantee  that  the 
harmony  so  important  to  the  interests  of  tbdr  sub- 
jects, OS  well  OS  our  dtimtis,  will  not  be  Interrupted 
by  tb«  advancement  of  any  claim,  or  pretension 
npon  ibtir  part  to  whlcb  our  honor  would  not 
penult  OS  (o  yield.    Long  the  defender  of  mycoan- 


t  that  ny  fcllciT-dtt- 


try's  rights  In  the  fidd,  I  ti 

sens  wdl  not  te«  In  my  er 

peooe  with  foreign  pow< 

their  rights  will  ever  be  sacrifioed,  oc  Iht  kaor  i( 

the  nation  tarnished,  hy  any  adrnMon  on  tb  put 

of  their  Chief  If  agistrate  unworthy  of  tfaiir  bran 

glory. 

In  our  Interconise  with  our  Abotinnl  nri|t- 
bors,  tba  same  liberality  and  justice  which  BuUd 
the  oouTM  preacribed  to  me  by  two  at  mj  Wnt 
trious  predecessor*,  when  octiiv  nnder  Om  Ant- 
Hon  In  tlie  Recharge  of  the  duties  of  BoperiiUii- 
ent  and  Commiisioaer,  dwU  be  strictly  ebicrnj. 
1  can  conosiv*  of  no  mora  toUioe  qmlsdt— 
none  more  fikdy  to  pn>^tiate  an  impartiil  tad 
nommou  Creator,  than  a  rigid  adberaw  la  Ik 
principles  of  Jnsttoe  on  the  part  of  a  poaoU  m- 
^n  in  its  transaotions  with  a  weaker  and  luiil- 
lied  people,  whom  drcnmstances  have  placed  li  iB 
disposal. 

Before  concluding,  feDow-eltiiens,  I  BMl  sn 
stKnething  to  yon  on  the  snbjeet  of  tiia  putiaa 
this  Ume  exisUng  In  our  cooDtry.  Tomeiltf- 
pears  perftetly  dear,  that  the  interest  of  tlwl  coor 
try  require*  that  the  vlclenoe  of  Um  ^irit  by  ilU 
those  parties  are  at  this  time  govenMd,iPi«k 
greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  axtiBKuiM.  • 
consequence*  will  ensue  which  ore  appstEngMk 
thought  of.  If  parties  hi  a  Bepoblio  an  ••mmwt 
to  secure  a  degree  of  vigilance  aofBciiDt  ts  btf 
the  publio  fiinotionaries  within  the  bonds  d  hi 
and  duty,  at  that  point  their  nsefulneos  cndt.  Bt- 
yond  that,  they  become  deotraetlve  of  pnblie  m 
toe,  lb«  piarent*  of  a  spirit  onl^oniat  to  tbit  of 
liberty,  and,  eventually.  Its  inovitable  eanqDov. 
We  have  eioinple*  of  Bepublka.  where  the  Idte  iJ 
country  and  of  liberty,  at  one  time,  were  the  doBt 
nant  pasntms  of  the  whole  nuaa  of  citixefii.  bii 
yet,  with  the  continuance  of  the  name  and  (am 
of  free  OovMninent,  not  a  vestige  of  these  qnilititt 
remaining  In  the  bosom  of  any  one  of  its  tiUvBi 
It  was  the  beautiful  remark  of  a  distingmtbed  Sa^ 
lish  writer,  that  "in  the  Boman  Senate,  OcUn> 
bad  a  party,  and  Antony  a  party,  but  tbe  Cob- 
monwealth  had  none."  Tet  the  Senate  cootis- 
ued  to  meet  in  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  to  uU  «t 
the  Bicredneas  and  beauty  of  the  CommoawfiJUi, 
and  gaie  at  the  statues  of  the  dder  BraHn  aid  of 
the  Curtil  and  Decii. 
in  the  forum,  not  aa  in 
the  Boiplos,  to  cost  their  fr 
IstratM  or  pass  upon  tlie  acts  of  the  Sunle,  >« 
to  receive  from  the  hands  of  tbo  leaders  of  tbt  r- 
speotive  portie*  their  share  of  die  spoQa,  u>d  u 
shout  for  one  or  the  other,  aa  those  eolleded  m 
Oaol  or  Egypt  and  the  Leaser  Aaio,  wonld  ImiA 
the  larger  dividend.  The  spirit  of  Uberty  had  M, 
and,  avoiding  the  abodes  of  dvillntd  mis,  bd 
sought  protection  in  the  wilds  of  Seythii  etScu- 
dlnavl* ;  and  so,  under  the  operation  of  the  nW 
les  and  InBneneea,  it  wUI  By  ftom  oar  C^iiul 
ourfomma.  A  oolaidtyso  awftd,nol  ooly M 
country  hut  to  the  world,  mt»t  be  deprrcsM 
bv  every  patriot ;  and  every  tendency  to  a  tau  it 
things  likely  to  prodooa  it  Imatediately  cbectrd- 
Sucfa  a  tendency  has  aziated — does  eiM.  iltji 
the  friend  of  my  countrymen,  never  Iheir  '•"f^J 
It  becomes  my  duty  to  say  to  them  fram  th>>  *<P 
place  to  wbtoh  thdr  partiality  haa  exalted  n»,  tw 
there  exists  In  the  hmd  a  ^rit  hootile  to  tbnr  bcM 
interests— hostile  to  liberty  ilsdC    Itisaqaiitm- 


ii.  And  the  people  usemtM 
ta  in  those  days  of  CuniUn  at 
their  free  rotes  for  annual  n»f 
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lOBATBS  OV  CONaBfiSS. 


toSm.] 


PraiitKt  Htrriim't  tmBUgixrat  Aiirtm. 


tiutcd  in  iti  TiawB,  wlfiih  in  Its  objeot.  It  looks 
to  thfl  aggTui^iemeiit  of  »  Ibw,  even  to  tbe  de- 
traction of  tb«  brtCTMt  of  the  whole.  The  entire 
naedj  b  with  the  people.  Somethlag,  howerer, 
ma;  be  eSbcted  bj  the  menu  which  tbey  bare 
pbeed  In  m*  butd*.  It  ii  union  tl»t  we  want,  not 
or  K  pertT  for  tiie  take  of  that  partj,  but  a  udon 
of  the  iriiole  eoontn  for  the  wke  of  the  whole 
ooonar— for  (be  defeiMO  of  it*  InloteaU  uid  its 
honor  •gainrt  fineign  aggraadon,  for  tin  defonoe 
of  tlMee  prinmidea  for  which  oar  anceelon  w 
flocioulj  eonloMcd.  As  fat  as  It  depuida  npM) 
nw,  it  AbQ  be  aooomptlihed.  All  tiis  InfloeiKW 
Ibit  I  poaaeei,  ahall  be  exerted  to  prereot  the  for- 
nation  at  leaat  of  an  ExecaUio  putf  in  th«  hijlt 
of  the  IcgialatiTB  bodj.  I  wish  for  the  auTOort  of 
so  member  of  ttiat  bodj  to  anj  meaaars  of  mine, 
that  doea  not  aallify  bU  Judgment  and  hit  mum  of 
dutj  t«  tlUMe  from  whom  he  holds  hil  appointoient, 
nor  aoj  conSdence  in  sdTance  from  the  peO{4e, 
bal  that  aiked  for  bj  Mr.  Jefferaon,  "  to  give  flnn- 
Bni  and  eflisct  to  the  l«g>l  sdminiitraUoD  of  their 

I  deem  the  present  oooadon  snnelenllj  import 
lut  and  BOlcmn  to  Jnstifj  mo  in  eipr«edng  to  my 
feUow-citlienB  a  prolonnd  reverence  for  the  Chris- 
tisg  religion,  and  a  thorough  eonviclioil  that  aouDd 
morala,  religioDi  UlMrty,  and  a  jual  aense  of  religtoui 
responsibility,  are  essentially  connected  with  aU  true 
and  lasting  happlnen;  and  to  that  good  Being  who 
hM  bleaaid  as  by  the  g^Ils  of  <dnl  and  rslipoua 
freedom,  who  watched  orer  and  prospered  the  la- 
bon  of  our  fathers,  and  has  hitherto  preserred  to 
i  ftx  •xceodlDg  tn  cxctilenoo  those  of 


any  oUier  people,  lot  ns  unite  In  ferrently  eommend- 
ing  erery  Intanat  of  our  belOTed  oonntry  In  all  fu- 


The  oath  of  offioo  wu  tli«n  administered  to 
the  Fi:zau>KNT  OF  tbb  Unitbd  States  by  Chief 
Jostice  Takkt,  and  the  Freaideat  condnded 
his  inangm'&l  address  as  follows ; 

fellow-cilliens:  Being  fully  invcated  with  that, 
high  offlce  to  which  tiie  partiality  of  my  country- 
mea  has  called  toe,  I  now  tsJte  an  i^ectionate 
leaTc  of  yon.  Ton  will  bear  with  you  to  your  hnnes 
the  remembrance  of  the  pledge  I  have  this  d«y 
giTOO  to  discbarge  all  the  high  dutiei  of  my  eiait- 
sd  station,  accordiog  to  the  beat  of  my  ability ; 
and  I  shall  enter  upon  their  performance  with  en- 
tire confidence  in  the  anpport of  ajostand generous 

On  the  oonaloaioa  of  the  addrese^e  mem- 
bera  of  the  Senate,  preoeded  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  and  Sergeant-at-anns,  returned 
to  the  Senate  ohamber. 

Ifr.  BxTAKO  sabmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion: 

Rtaoltid,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senste  be  pre- 
senied  to  the  Hon.  Willuv  K.  Eiso,  for  the  abil- 
ity and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  President  pro  tan.  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolnUon  waa  oon^ered  and  agreed  to^ 
onanimooslj. 
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ABBIDaHENT  OP  THE 


TWEHTT-SETENTH  COKGEESS.-FIRST  SESSIOlf. 

BEGUN    AT    THE    CITT    OF    WASHINGTON,   HAY    81,    1B41. 


Cncnlibt  ffoiuiuunl  fbi  1^  ^ondanf^  J^n^nn&d  Sttn  connntntn^  -II^  SKnt^  Itit,  vit  ais^ 
3!)  IBsii^,  liiS. 


VnLUAH  HENRY  HABBISON,  of 
JOHN  TTLEB,  of  Tlrgliiia,  Vkt 

Stentary  ^  Slate. — DiKlK.  Wibstik.  [Appointed 
M&rch  4, 1S41 ;  Retigned  Jul?,  1S4S.]  Abu.  P, 
UraHtrs.  [AppoInMd  Jnlj,  ISM ;  Died  Febru- 
ary 18,  ISit.j  John  C.  Cilbouh.  [Appointed 
Harch  1,  1844;  Retired  tbruh  4,  lS4d.J 

Baenlarg  ^f  Ike  TrtaMBj, — Taoiui  Ewuia.  [Ap- 
po[nted  Harch  4,  1S41  \  Resigned  September  11, 


C.  SrntCKR.     [Appointed  July,  1B4S;   Reainied 
Hej,  IS44.]   OioBoi  U.  Bibb.   [Appointed  Kay, 
1844;  Retired  Harch  4,  184B.1 
Btemary  of  War. — JoBK  Bill.    [Appointed  Harch 


Be8ig;Ded  July,  1843.]  Jmxa  H.  PonxB.  [Ap- 
pointed July,  184S.  Not  confirmed.]  WiLuaM 
WiUMH      [App4dnted  Uarcb,  1S44.      Retired 


Ohio,  PpoUnt.     [Died  April  4,  1B41.] 

[Acting  Frealdemt,  April  4,  1841.] 


ber,  1841 ;  Retired  Joly, 
■BAWB.  [Appointed July,  1848.  NotconEnnei) 
Taoiuc  W.  OiLMU.  [Appointed  Febraiiy  1^ 
1844;  IMed  Febnury  86,  1844.]  Jon  T.  It- 
Mix.  [Appelated  Harch  1, 1844 ;  Retired  HuA 
4,lS4fi.J 

PoMtmaiUr  (reMroI.— Fiuacta  Qunen.    [AppoiU. 

ed   Harch   4,   1841  ;    Resigned         Septenber, 

1841.]    Chablib    a.   WiCEum.     [AppoiiMl 

September,  1S41;  BaUred       Harelt,  184* ) 

jMmq-OtHtr^—JoBV  J.  CaiRBniiB.  lip- 
pointed  Harch,  1841;  BMlnied  Geplevbcr, 
1841.]  HcQB  S.  LioaBB.  fAppdated  Sup- 
tember,  1841 ;  Retired  JnlrlStS.]  Jva  No- 
MM.  C^ppointed  July,  lUS ;  Betired  llud^ 
1640.] 


FROCEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


SENATE  AND   HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES.* 


IN  SBITATS. 
HoXD^T,  li^  81. 

In  pnranance  of  tbe  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Uiiit«d  BtateB,  the  Senate  convened 
Uils  day,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Hr.  SorxB- 
Asa  the  President  pro  Umpire. 

Mr,  Uasouk  moved  that  the  SecreUry  call 
over  the  names  of  the  Senatoni,  ao  that  it  might 
be  amert^ued  whether  a  qnorum  vaa  present. 


•  LIST  OF  UEUBKIU  Or  THE  SEKATE. 
JTaliM.— Sod  'WUUuu,  Utorge  Eraiu. 
JK»  flonip*Mjt— Fr»iiOlB  Ptero*,  L«tI  Woodbmy. 
-  -  imul  Fnatl^  Buniul  Fhtlpa 


Si9dt  liland.—iliaiMa  F.  DiioB,  Juki  F.  ffinuncnu, 
0»iuuMaiA—Ftnj  SmltA,  hbu  W.  Hnntlngtoa. 
jr«i>  Tort.~6\ltt  Wil^t,  Jr,  MOhuM  F.  TiIlmadcK 
JTtiB  Ar—y.—Btami  L.  Boathtid,  Juob  V.  Hma-. 


l(r.  Kjsa  aaid  that  the  nanal  mode  of  p(o- 
eeeding  was  for  the  prestding  officer  to  direct 
the  Bergaant-at-Arma  to  aaoertain  whetiker  * 
qtwram  waa  preaent. 

The  anggemon  of  Ur.  E.  being  aoqniMiied  in, 
the  Sereeant-at-Arma  reported  that  a  qnonm 
of  the  Senate  was  preeent 

Forty-three  Senators  ^ipeared  in  th^  ]dtM>- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BaTasn  it  was 


JWaiHT*.— Blohud  B.  Bifari,  TbomM  ChrW- 
JTorirlanif.— Ur.  Ktrr,  WlUIun  D.  Uanlet. 
TIiyMo.— WUUuD  a  Blrea,  WUUim  S.  AiAit- 
JiorOt  CaroUma.~Vr.  Onhun,  WttOt  F.  HMfOM. 
Bonn  OaHiUna.-iruaim  a  tnOaa,  Juba  C  CAM 
ff«rv<a.-Jahn  It  BerriaB,  AOni  CsUiteft. 
Jlabama.—WiniMm  S.  KiBf;  CtanHBt  0.  Ckf. 
JHMlMlnil.— BotMrt  J.  Wilkor,  Joha  Hudma. 
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DEBATES  OF  GONaBESS. 


[Uat,  IHJ. 


Sfolwtd,  That  a  Memg«  be  «ent  to  ^le  House  of 
BepnaenUliToa,  infonoitig  that  bod;  that  a  qnonim 
of  tbe  Benats  U  anemUed,  and  tbat  it  la  ready  to 
proeeed  lo  bnrilKN. 

On  moljott  bf  Ifr.  Wntn,  the  Senate  then 
took  a  rec«M  nntil  half-)iast  3  o'clock. 

The  Seuate  resomed  its  sitting  at  ton  minntes 
>efur«  tliNO  o'olodk. 

ilr.  Out,  of  KeotiK^,  add,  that  he  believ- 
kl  the  otfjeet  of  the  reoeaa  wu  to  affiant  an  op- 
»oitaidt]r  for  the  organization  of  the  other 
loaae,  so  that  a  Joint  eonimitcoe  oonld  ho  fbrm- 


OAIo.—KWim  Aneo,  BcqjuolD  Tippui. 
Jitdlaiui.-0]lTa  B.  Bmlth,  Altwrt  B.  VUta. 
JIUiud.— Blehud  U.  Toimg',  SuBud  UcKaberti. 
JVb  wt— Lawli  7.  Una,  Thmnu  E.  BaBton. 
JHoU^aik— Ur.  Poitar,  Ur.  Woodbridce. 
^rtoiwai.— AiDbraM  H.  Sarin,  WUUim  8.  Folton. 

Z.IST  07  HEUBERS  OF  THE  BOtTBB  OF  BEPBB- 

8KHTATIVE8. 

JTaiH^EUibi  H.  Allen,  I>aTldBKmMn,?r>tliuiCIUKiTA, 
^UUunP.  Fwailaa,Nitliulal  B.  Ultlcfleld,  jMhu*  A. 
LdwcU,  AUM  UHihsll.  BiDjuulo  Btmltll, 

JTmb  .fl^npiUr*.— CtwriM  6.  AthettoD,  Edmund  Bnrkc, 
js  A-  ^"'— f.  Jalm  S.  Beding,  Trtilnin  Bhur. 

JfiumakuMCU^-Johii  Qnlnor  Adaini,  Osajn  B>k«r,  N>- 


— mnUm  V.  Baardmui,  John  H.  Broekmr, 
ThomiM  B,  OtbanM,  TramuiBmlCli,  JaMpliTninibuU,Tbiii. 
W.  Winkoa 

FcnuHt— Honea  ETaratt,  Hilud  Uall,  John  IbUoeki, 
WUllsa  Blula,  AnsDJtu  Tanng. 

JV'mi  rorl^— AUk*d  Babaock,  DuJct  D.  Banud,  Tlaloj 
BIrdHTA  BsTWd  BUIr,  Sunnal  S.  Bona,  DaTld  P.  Brav- 
(tar,  TlnaUiy  ObUdi,  Thomu  C.  Chittendag,  Stalaf  H. 
ClHfce.  Jatao  0.  Clark,  Jama*  O.  Cllntaa,  Blobird  D.  Dark, 
Ab<i*w  W.  Daif,  JoMph  Egbert,  Charla*  Q.  Fcnrli,  Uillud 
FUhwira,  JohB  O.  Floyd,  Chulaa  A.  Floyd,  A.  Lammca 
Fonar,  S*tta  IL  Oataa,  Samnal  OordoD,  Juhn  Oralf.  Jaoob 
Umclc,  >,  mitim  P.  Hunt.  Anshlbald  I.  LIdd,  Robert  Ue- 
CleDaD,  Jsha  UeKaon,  Jobs  MaTtiard,  Chrlitapbir  Hargui, 
linillam  U.  Onrer,  Samnri  Partridga,  Lawli  Blggi,  Jaiau  I. 
HoaaflTdt,  John  Banford,  Tbomaa  A.  TomUDBun,  John  Van 
Bnren,  Bmaj  Tao  Banaaeloar,  AuDD  Wird,  Fomudo 
Wood,  Jaha  Tomis, 

A-ie  ^inrf^-Jtlat  a  Ayolgg,  Wmiam  H^tead,  John 
P.  B.  Mmnll,  Joaaph  F.  Baadolph,  Chulaa  C.  Btratton, 
Tbamaa  JoDca  York*. 

ptnuylMttta— Bmi>uii1r  A.  Bldbek,  Charla*  Brown, 
Jpninlah  Brovn,  June*  Cooper,  Darta  DimHk,  Jr^  Joha 
Edvarda,  JoMpli  Fanaaac,  Jamaa  Garry,  Amoa  Oiw(1d«, 
ThoinaB  Banry,  Chulaa  J.  Incareoll,  Jamaa  Irrlo,  VllUan) 
v.  Irvin,  WflUam  Jvk,  Franiita  Jamaa,  OMtl*  H.  Eelm, 
Jaae»h  UwreMa,  Albst  S.  Jianlaad,  Pater  Savhard, 
Arnold  nuBar,  Robert  Bamaay,  Jabn  Beigaant,  William 
GUnantoB,  JiAa  Sir«^  0«i|«  W-  Tolaod,  John  Wtat- 


ed  to  wait  upon  the  PresidenL  As  it  was  now 
probable  the  organization  of  the  other  Honse 
would  not  he  complete  till  a  lat«  hoar,  he  would 
move  an  ai^onmment  of  the  Sanat«  till  eleven 
o'clock  to-morrow  morainK. 

This  motion  being  secooaed,  and  nnanimons- 
ly  adopted,  the  Senate  a^onrned. 

HOUSE  OF  BSFBEaBNTATIVES. 

IfoHDAT,  Hay  81. 

The  Honse  was  called  to  order  at  twelve 

o'clock  by  H.  A.  Gablakd,  Clerk  of  the  House 


Alexander  Bandall,  Aaputm  A.  Sollen,  Jamaa  V, 
Wllllan». 

VlnHvla.-~-Uim  Banks,  BIchatd  W.  Barton,  John  U. 
Botta,  Oeei^  W.  Carj,  Walter  CoIh,  Thvmaa  W.  Qllmar, 
WUlIam  L.  Goggln,  WUUun  O.  Ooode,  William  A.  Harrl^ 
Samoel  L.  Hiyi,  Oeorge  W.  BopUu,  Boberl  If.  T.  Hnutar, 
iDd  W.  Hnbanl.  John  W.  Jooei,  Fnuda  Ualloiy, 
Cathbert  Povell,  Lawii  BtolDivd,  Alexander  H.  S.  Btiart, 
OeorgB  W.  Bnmmai^  John  TUlaferro,  Haniy  A.  Wlaa. 

Xorik  CtoroNiut.— Archibald  B.  AiUngton,  OrMU  V. 
Cddwell,  Jabn  0.  J.  Daniel,  Edmnnd  Dabeny,  Jamaa  Gat- 
Jamaa  J.  UcBay,  KeDSetli  Bayner,  AbrabaiD  Bencher, 
Bomnliii  U.  Sanndgn,  Aoguatlae  H.  Bbepperd,  Edvard 
Btanly,  Lawla  WlUlama,  William  B.  WaablDgton. 

a  OaraUiui.—Suavmi  H.  Batler,  WUllara  Butler, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  IWM  &  Holmaa, 
Fntiela  V.  Plckeu,  B.  Barnwell  Bhelt,  JamM  £c«eri 
~homaa  D.  Bnmptar. 

ffaoryte— JaUna  0.  AlftMd,  William  C.  Davian,  Bocer 
L.  Gamble,  Blebard  W.  Ilabenbani,  Thomaa  Balltr  SIdk 
'una  A.  Uerlwather,  EagenJu  A.  ^eablt.  Lot  Wanan, 

bomaa  A.  FoaMr. 

fnteDty.— landaff  W.  Andrawa,  Lynn  Boyd,  William 

.  Bnller,  Oarret  Daila,  Wlllta  Qiaea,  Tbomaa  F.  lit.nK.n^ 
Bryan  Y.  Owsley,  John  Pope,  Jam«  C  Bprlgg,  John  & 
^  ii«on,  phlUp  Ttlplatt,  JMeph  B.  Underwood,  John 
White. 

nfM4MM^-Thomaa  D.  Arnold,  Wltoo  Brown,  WlIlLua  B. 
Campbell,  Tbomaa  J.  Campbell,  Bobert  L.  Caralhen,  Uere- 
dlth  p.  Oentry,  Care  Johnun,  Abraham  Ueaellan,  Hopklu 

Tamay,  Harrey  it.  Wittaraiin,  Chrbtophar  B.  WlUlama, 

•aph  L.  Winianu,  Aanm  V.  Brown. 

OMb.— Bberlook  J.  Andrewi,  Beqiamin  B.  Cowan,  Eira 
Dean,  WUUam  Doan,  Joahna  B.  Olddlnfa,  Patrick  G.  Ooode, 
John  Hiatmo,  Banuon  Haaon,  Jeabm  Uathlot,  Jamaa  Xat- 
tbewa,  Winiam  IfedUl,  CalTaty  UonD,  Janmlih  Morrow, 
PeDdletsn,  Joaaph  Bld^way,  WUlUm  BuMell,  Bamntl 
atokaley,  Geoi^  Bweoey,  John  B.  Wellar. 

XowMaiu.— John  Moore,  Edward  D.  Wh!t^  John  B. 

JmNoim.— Jamaa  H.  CiaTeni,  Andrew  Sennedy,  Hamy 
&  Lane,  George  H.  ProDt,  Blebard  W.  Thompeon,  Dayld 
Wallaoe,  Joaaph  L.  Wblta. 

jnwmHL— John  0.  Edward^  John  lOllei; 

.^ntafian*.— Edward  Cnxa. 

jnoil^an— Jaeob  M.  Howard. 

JOiimlFpL—A.  L.  Bingham,  W.  B.  Huley. 

AIotdMa.— Reuben  Cbapmaii,  George  B.  Heutim,  BIiob 
H.  Lawta,  BenJ.  O.  Bhlelda. 

/EKnoia.— Zadoek  C^Ky,  Joba  Beywldi,  John  T.  Stout 

DBLXOATBS. 
UeHda.—THyli  Levy. 
WJaetHufn.— Hanry  Bodga. 
Jinni.— Auftutva  C.  Hodge. 
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of  Bepresentatives  of  the  laet  OoDgreas,  who, 
haviag  read  tba  Proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  UniUd  States  reqnirinK  their  atteodance, 
prooeeded  to  call  over  the  n3l  by  States. 

Hr.  HalstUlS  inquired  of  the  Olerk  hj  what 
anthoritj  the  name  of  Lnni  Baxkb  had  been 
placed  upon  the  roIL  Ur.  H.  aaid  ha  imder- 
atood  that  there  was  a  gentleiuan  who  oonteit- 
ed  the  seat,  and  cittoed  to  hgTe  recdred  a 
maioritT  of  legal  votes. 

The  OixBK,  in  explanation,  read  the  certi- 
ficate of  election  from  the  Acting  Governor  of 
YirginU,  in  which,  amoog  the  names  of  the 
membera  of  Congress  elect  from  that  State,  ap- 
peared the  name  of  the  Hon.  Likh  Bamkb. 

The  Olkke  having  announced  that  there 
were  two  hondred  and  aerea  member*  preaent^ 

Ur.  Host  offered  a  resolution,  that  the 
Hoose  now  prooeed  to  oi^anize  hj  dioosing  a 
Speaker. 

The  House  aooordlnglj  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  aspeaker;  and  Messrs.  UmtxnwooD, 
J.  0.  OusK,  and  ATHnnoir  having  heen  ap- 
pointed tellers,  the  resalt  was  announced  as  fol- 

Whole  nmnher  of  Totes   •        -        -        291 
Neceasarr  to  a  cboioe      ...        ni 
Of  wUoh  Jobs  Wirm  receired       -  131 
JoHirW.  JoNw        -        <    M 

HSSBT  A.  WlBK  -  -        8 

JoflKPn  L4WXI1T0I  -  -  6 
Gkorok  K.  Bbigos  -  •  1 
Natbas  Cijm>RD    -        -      1 

WiLUAll  0.  JOBJXBOS  -        1 

The  Hon.  Jons  Wnrn  having  recelTed  a 
mijori^  of  tlie  whole  namber  of  votes,  was 
therefore  declared  dnly  elect«d  Speaker  of  the 
S7th  OoDgreaa ;  and  having  been  coudocted  to 
the  Ohur  hy  Mr.  Tkiplxtt  and  Mr,  Kxdi,  ad- 
dressed the  Hooae  as  follows : 

QDrTLimx ;  I  cuinot  aufSdently  eipreas  the  oUI- 
gationi  I  feel  for  the  disttngidibed  honor  ctK^btrad 
npon  me.  I  undertake  the  dischufs  of  the  dntlei 
of  this  station  mlh  unlUgned  dlstratt  of  m;  mulifl. 
eatioDa.  lamsendUeof  dMuagnitDdeanddifloBltj 
of  the  task,  of  ha  ardoons  dndw,  ef  its  Ugh  tvspoa- 
libilitiea.  fix  gears'  s^^rioe  fat  this  bod;  has  laug^ 
me  that  this  dtair  ii  no  bed  of  down,  capedall;  in  a 
Ihns  of  great  political  eidtoaenL  Ntrthlog  but  > 
ConrlcdOD  ttiat  the  same  generooa  confldence  which 
^ac«d  DM  here  wonid  oMitiniie  to  snpport  ma  in  the 
btthflil  and  impartial  diacfatne  of  m;  dnty,  coold 
have  indnced  me  to  accept  IhS  office.  The  daty  of 
ptesiiSiig  over  a  nnmetooa  assembly  like  this,  when 
even  no  party  ffiiidona  eiM— when  no  other  than 
ordfaMry  Imeiness  is  pKfMMed  to  be  oonaidered  and 
passed  upon,  is  no  easy  task.  Bat  peAaps  there  bM 
been  no  period  In  the  blstoiy  of  this  conntry  when 
the  dnUM  of  this  Cbiir  irere  more  important,  its  re- 
a  greater,  its  intrinsic  diScnlties  more 
g.  Independent  of  that  eidted  party 
. . .  .  „  — e  natural  reaolt,  in  all  free  Oovenments, 
of  peraonal  rivalship — the  censidenitlon  and  diacoa- 
sion  of  those  great  qucationa  which  have  tanscd  the 
convention  of  thla  special  Congress,  will  no  doubt 
^ve  rise  to  high  political  ezdtemetit.    V^sz  theio 


[nno 


circamstaiices,  I  daienot  hopsIshiJlbetUelsdrt 
nnqnalifled  Ntia&ctian,  no  matter  bow  futbful,  in 
xealooB,  how  Impwiial  I  may  be.  II  duU,  bcvnei, 
be  my  constant  pDrncae  to  dadmige  the  fnctiai  ^ 
this  station  with  a  dBf^enenirf  pntpsM  aad  1 11% 


Candor,  genileneo,  compels  me  to  nj  I  bnt 
never  made  the  mica  of  thia  Hnae  or  hrluaalir; 
law  my  particnlar  study.  KxpniMKe  in  disdiv|(  if 
the  duties  of  this  Chair,  I  may  say  I  have  uw.  Tk 
"~    ''  |Hinnpt  and  lUe  dit- 


ennmeiate  (hem  all;  the  meaOcst  of  «M,twam>, 
lAich  I  consider  panmonnt  to  all  othen,  1  eoMt 
omit ;  I  need  scarcely  mj  I  allade  to  Ihst  of  ih^ 
lialily — a  rigid  and  Bocompromiiing  unjnitiililj 
towarda  every  member ;  to  the  exercise  of  tUi  ^ot 


make  the  Home  subservient  to  EieeollTe 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to  ewwussie  a  factioa  cf- 
positian  of  Execotive  recommenditioDa.  IWn 
obedienoe  to  Eiecntive  will  ia  not  Icaa  Iilal  to  Itetj 
than  anarchy  itself.  The  true  spirit  of  a  Ilontif 
BepresenlativeB  ia  to  reflect  faithfallj  the  fe/Ja 
wUl.  If  it  be  true,  as  I  hope  and  belicTe  it  ia,  U 
tUs  Bouse  is  the  dudel  of  American  frcedonMlt 
great  slieet-anchoT  of  the  constitution — the  pud  ii- 
quest  of  the  nation — should  not  all  its  ddibcnticM 
be  chaiacterised  with  order,  with  deccnnu,  silb  Sf 
nity  T  I  invoke  yoo  gentlemen,  let  all  oni'  pocn- 
in^  be  mariced  with  ibibeai 


,A  I 


impaired  it      _  ^ 

■ssemUy,  let  OS  onite,  one  and  all^to  testwe  it 
former  good  standing.    Nothing,  in  my  hanilile^^t' 
ment,  would  so  effi«tDally  Becnn  Ibe  popetvij  d 


1  the  deliberaUons  of  thia  Bonae. 


sustain  ths  dignity  of  this  B. ._., 

of  the  country,  promote  the  public  good,  wi  IM- 
serve,  unimpaired,  tlie   integrity  oTtUi  (i^o^ 

The  oath  of  ofDce  was  thereopon  ■dnliD>stt^ 
ed  to  the  Speaker  by  Ur.  Lkwis  Williaw,  <t 
North  Carolina,  the  gentleman  holding  H* 
oldest  commission  as  a  member  of  this  IIdiim. 
The  members  present  were  then  quaUfiei^ 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  ConitilntiM  . 
oftheVDited  States.  ' 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  ao* 
prooeed  to  the  election  of  a  Clerk  viva  mcc. 

The  qoestioQ  wot  taktti  (» the  motka  i^  Mr. 
WiBB,  and  it  was  wreed  to. 

A  measage  waa  fier«  neeiTCd  trvm  the  Sw- 
ate,  snnoimolng  the  organiaatioD  of  that  bodr,    i 
and  that  it  was  ready  to  proceed  to  bnriaM).       . 
The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  eleetim  «i     I 
a  Clerk. 
Mr.WnrenomlnatedMatthewStClsIrClsitf.    i 
Kr.  Rakdall  nominated  F.  O.  J.  SmitL 
Mr.  Powell  nominated  K.  C.  Mason.  ' 

Mr.  QooDK  nominated  Epgh  A.  Gsrisin- 
Mr.  Ot.AKKx  having  reodved  a  mtjmtl<» 
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lU  the  rot«a,  was  decUred  dnlj  elected  Clerk 
>f  the  HotiBe  of  RepreseDtatives. 

Mr.  Camfbbli,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  introduced 
lis  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jaiob  Boocbs,  Bepre- 
entative  elect  from  that  State,  who  tbs  qoali- 
ied,  aod  took  his  mat. 


mSBKATE. 

Tmao^T,  Jnne  1. 

A  Measage  was  received  from  the  Freudent 

>f  the  United  States,  \)j  Ur.  Johk  Ttub,  his 

trivate  Secretai?, 

Pr»»'uUnC$  Metage. 
The  Gbaik  sabmltted  to  the  Senate  a  Ues- 
AM  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
rhich  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

J^  tJu  St»oU  and 

Huut  of  RifrMmtativt*  of  Hit  UtMadBtatu: 
FxuAw  Crnzna :  Tou  hare  been  aaseinbted  in 
roar  nxpee&to  balls  of  legiilatlan  under  ■  proeluiis- 
.ion  bearing  the  rigrtatnre  of  tbe  UluMrioua  citlian 
irha  wu  10  lalelj  eslled  b;tbe  direot  snOVages  of  the 
seople  te  Ibe  dlachuge  of  the  tmportant  ftinctloDs  of 
ifaeir  djef  eieeathe  ofBoe;  Upon  the  eiplrsUon  of 
1  singfe  month  from  the  da;  of  his  imUUstlon,  be 
las  paid  tbe  great  debt  of  nature,  learing  behind  him 
1  name  anocuted  with  the  reoolleoUon  of  nmnerooa 
icDeflta  Mofenred  npoa  the  connbj  dnilng  a  long 
ifeofpabioUedeToaon.  With  Ihla  pvblle  bereare- 
aent,  are  ccnaected  othw  oonudentioni  wUeh  will 
lot  escape  the  attention  of  Congreee.  Tbe  preparn- 
jons  neeeaurj  for  hli  remoTsl  to  tbe  seat  of  Gorem- 
neat  in  view  of  ■  reridence  of  four  jeara  must  faare 
leToWed  upon  the  late  President  hearj  expenditures, 
rhicfa,  if  pennltted  la  bnrdea  the  limited  retou 
>f  hia  [siTate  fmtmM,  ma;  tend  seiioud;  to  the 
jarrasmient  of  bis  larTlTing  bmil j ;  and  it  Ii  tbere- 
ore  respeotAdI;  snbtnitted  to  Goiuiess  wliellier  the 
inllnaiT  principles  of  jostice  vonld  not  dictate  tlia 
jropriet;  of  tti  i^;ialatiTe  interposition.  B;  the 
irorisions  of  tbe  fundamtntal  lair,  the  poweis  and 
luties  of  tbe  high  station  10  whidi  be  tbs  elected 
MTe  deTolred  upon  me,  and  In  &e  dispoatlona  of 
Jia  r^maenlatires  of  tba  Stales  aod  of  the  peofde, 
■ill  bis  foond  (o  a  great  extent  a  solation  of  the 
problem  to  vbich  our  institu^ons  are  for  tbe  first 


In  entering  npon  Ibe  duUes  of  tliia  office,  I  did 
not  fed  that  it  would  be  becomli^  In  me  to  disturb 
vfaat  Imd  been  ordered  bj  m  j  lamenled  predeoeesor. 
\Vbale*ar,  therefore,  maj  hare  been  m;  ophdon, 
nigiiiallT,  aa  to  tbe  proprie^  of  ooRTenIng  Congress 
■t  soeailfadaf  ftoaiuiatM  Halatea^joanim"'  ' 
found  a  new  and  a  conlioIUng  tndnoement  not 
lerfere  with  the  patrletie  desires  <tf  the  laU  Pitaideat, 
in  the noTclt;  of  tbe dtaatlon  Inirii'  '  ' 
expeetedlfiteied.  Hy  irst  wish  dm 
Btancea  wwdd  nsceMaril;  have  beai  to  Into  called  to 
m;  idd,  in  the  admlnisMion  of  pnbUe  aflUts,  the 
combiiied  wisdom  of  the  twoHouaesof  0(H^p«ss,ia 
order  to  take  tbefr  eonnsel  and  adTioe  aa  to  the  best 
node  of  exbtoatlng  tbe  QoTenimrat  sad  the  eonntr; 
from  tbe  embanaasments  w^tdog  liearilT  m  both. 
I  un  then  moat  bqipj  in  finding  m^ad^  so  aom 
after  m;  acoeMioQ  (o  the  FrcaideDc;, 


b;  tbe  immediate  repieaenta^res  of  the  States  and 

No  important  dianges  baring  taken  place  In  onr 
for^D  relations  iriDoa  flie  last  senion  of  Congress,  it 

' ~  ~n  IMs  cecarion  to  eo  Into  a 

rd  to  them.    I  am  happj  to 
deitro;  tbe  hope  of  being 
new  pnoBTve  peani. 

TtM  ladAoatlon  of  the  Mat;  with  Portugal  baa 
been  dul;  exebanged  between  the  two  GoT^nuDmlB. 
Tliis  Goreniment  baa  not  been  inattentiTo  to  the 
interests  of  those  of  our  dtizena  irtio  bsTe  daima 
the  OovemnieDt  of  Spain  founded  on  express 
tr«at;  stipulations,  and  a  hope  is  indulged  that  the 
representations  i^ch  hare  been  made  to  that  Qot- 
emment  on  this  aatject  ma;  lead  ere  long  to  beneficial 

A.  cotresp^mdeitce  has  taken  place  between  the 
Secretai;  of  State  and  tbe  Hhiialer  of  Her  Britannic 
Hi^jeat;  accredited  to  this  Ooremment,  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  Alexander  McLeoirB  indlcbnent  and  bnpriaon- 
ment,  coptia  of  which  are  beiewith  oommnnlealed  lo 

In  sddiUon  to  what  appears  fiom  those  pliers,  it 
ma;  be  proper  to  state  that  Alexander  McLeod  iios 
been  heard  b;  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  State  of 
New  York  on  his  motion  lo  be  dischamd  fWttn  Im- 
prisonment, and  that  tbe  dedsioii  of  that  G>url  has 
It  as  ;et  been  pronounced. 

The  Secretu;  of  State  baa  addresaad  to  me  a  pi4wr 
upon  two  Bulgecta,  Interesting  to  the  commerce  of 
the  conntn,  which  will  reeelre  m;  oondderatiou, 
and  wbiob  1  bare  tlw  Iioiior  to  communicate  to  Con- 
So  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  oourse  of  tills  Oot- 
emment,  our  i«Uilona  of  good  will  and  friendship 
will  tie  aedulousl;  culilniMl  with  all  nations.  Tbe 
true  American  poltc;  will  tie  found  to  consist  in  the 
exercise  of  a  spirit  of  Jnstioe  lo  t>e  manifested  In  tbe 
discliaige  of  all  our  intemaUonai  obligations,  to  tlie 
weakest  of  the  ftmil;  of  nationa  as  wdl  as  lo  the 
most  pownfbL  OccsMonal  confllds  of  ofrfnim)  ma; 
arise,  bnt  irtien  tlie  discosslotis  inddent  to  (hem  ate 
oondiioted  bi  the  language  of  truth  and  with  a  strict 
regard  to  justice,  tbe  scourge  of  wwirill  forllieiDoet 
part  be  sTolded.  The  lime  on^t  to  be  regarded  as 
having  gone  b;  when  a  resort  to  anna  la  to  be  es- 
teemed aa  tbe  onl;  prt^>er  artnter  of  national  dltftr- 

The  census  reeenti;  taken  shows  a  regulari;  pro- 
greaslTe  increase  In  our  population.  Upon  the  bieak- 
mg  out  of  the  war  of  Uie  Bevolution,  our  numbers 
scared;  equalled  three  ndlliona  of  souls ;  the;  siread; 
exceed  seventeen  mtlllona,  and  wUl  continue  to  pro- 
gress in  a  ratio  wfaldi  dupUcates  In  a  peiiod  of  abont 
twent;-three  ;eafe.  The  old  Stales  contdn  a  tent 
tor;  niffident  In  itself  to  m^tain  a  population  of 
adiUtiona)  millions,  and  the  most  popnions  of  IIm  new 
Slates  ma;  even  jH  be  rwarded  u  but  partial!;  set- 
tled, wfaHe  of  tbe  new  lands  on  tlda  tide  of  the  Bock; 
Hountatais,  to  ss;  nothing  of  the  hnmeose  region 
which  Btretcliea  ffom  the  base  of  those  mountains  to 
the  roondi  of  the  CdumUa  Rirer,  about  770,000,000 
of  aoes,  ceded  and  nnceded,  still  remain  to  bo 
bfougbt  into  maiket  We  hold  ont  to  the  people  of 
eltier  eonntries  an  faiTltation  lo  come  and  settie 
atDong  us  as  members  of  our  rai^l;  growing  &milj ; 
and,  for  tiie  blesdugs  whidi  we  olfer  them,  we  require 
of  them  lo  Io(A  npon  our  coantr;  as  their  countr;, 
and  l«  unite  with  iia  in  the  great  task  of  preeerring 
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oni  iDMituUoni,  md  tiierebj  perpetoaliiig  our  Uber- 
liea.  No  motive  eiiita  for  foreign  conquest  We 
deiire  but  to  redum  out  alniMt  liUmitalde  wilder- 
nen,  and  to  introdun  into  tlieir  deplba  the  ll^te  of 
oiTiliation.  Wliile  we  ihall  U  all  timea  be  prepared 
to  TindioUe  the  nalioDal  honor,  our  moM  earnest 
desire  will  bo  to  immtoln  ui  nntunkm  peace. 

In  |n«Mn^g  the  forwdng  newa,  I  cannot  with- 
hold the  expTCMtwi  <^  £•  opiniao  that  there  exista 
nothing  in  tho  exlenaioa  of  oar  empiie  orer  our  ac- 
knowlMlged  |iiiaai  iiiiiiiiii  to  eioite  the  alarm  of  the 
patriot  for  the  nfetf  of  our  inMitutiona  The  fede^ 
■tive  ajstetn,  loanng  to  each  State  the  care  of  ita 
domeBtic  oonceros,  and  devolnng  oo  the  FedenU 
OoTemment  tboae  of  general  import,  admitB  in  aafet; 
of  the  gi«ateat  expansion ;  l>ut,  at  the  same  time,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  add,  oitt  there  will  tie  found  to 
Milt  at  all  limea  an  imperiona  neocMit;  for  restrain- 
iog  all  the  fimctionariee  of  tiua  GoTetnment  widiln 
the  range  ^  th^  teapeotiT*  powers,  tberebj  pnMTT- 
ing  ajiist  balauoe  b^VMothe  powers  granted  to  this 
GoTonment,  and  thooe  reaerred  to  the  States  aitd  to 
the  people. 

From  the  rqnrt  of  the  Becrctarf  at  the  Treaaoiy, 
70U  will  perceive  that  the  fiscal  means,  present  and 
accruing,  are  InsofBcisut  to  Boppl;  the  wants  of  the. 
Government  for  the  onrrent  jear.  The  balance  in 
tbtt  Tressuij  mt  the  fourth  dsj  of  Kardi  last,  not 
covered  b;  outstanding  drafts,  ud  esdoaiiv  of  tnnt 
f\tDds,  is  eHimsted  at  9B0O,ODa  This  iDdodea  the 
sum  of  |S1S,000  deposited  in  the  Kiot  and  its 
tirandiea  to  procure  metal  for  ecuniug  and  in  prooeas 
of  oaJni^e,  sad  which  could  not  be  withdrawn  with- 
out inomvenienoe ;  thus  leaving  antjeet  to  draft  in 
the  various  depontoriea  the  sum  of  |046,000.  Bj 
tirtue  cf  two  several  acts  of  Congiesa,  the  Secretarj 
of  the  Treasury  was  autborlxed  to  issue,  on  and  afWr 
tbe  fourth  daj  of  Uarch  last,  TreBsury  notes  to  the 
amount  of  (6,418,000,  ouking  an  aggr^ale  avulaUe 
fund  of  |6,0G8,000  on  hand. 

Bui  this  taad  ms  durgeable  with  oatstandiug 
Tnmauij  notes  redeemable  m  the  cuiT«it  year,  and 
interest  thereon,  to  the  estimated  amount  of  five  mil- 
lion  two  hundred  and  dghtjthounnddoUaia.  Tben 
is  also  throwa  upon  the  Treasury  die  payment  of  a 
Urge  unouDtofdemauda  a«anied  in  whole  or  in  part 
in  former  jeus,  wbich  will  exhaust  the  available 
means  of  the  Treasury,  and  leave  the  aocruing  revenue, 
reduced  as  it  is  in  amount,  burdened  with  debt,  and 
charged  with  the  current  expenses  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  The  segregate  amount  of  outatanding  qipro- 
jxiations  on  &  fourth  day  of  March  last,  was  (38,- 
420,616  GO,  of  which  $24,210,000  will  be  required 
dnnng  the  cuirent  year;  and  there  will  also  be  re- 
quired for  the  use  irf  the  War  Dspartmant  sddlUwal 
Wpnpriatioiia  (o  the  amount  of  two  nuUioa  five  hmi- 
dred  and  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dollars  and  ulnety-e^fat  cents,  the  spedal  objectt 
of  which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of 
theSe<Teta(7ofWar. 

The  anticipated  means  of  the  Treasury  are  greatly 
inadequate  to  this  demand.  The  recdpta  from  cus- 
toms for  the  Isst  Uiree  quarters  of  the  last  year,  and 
the  first  quarter  of  the  jneaent  year,  smoonted  to 
(12,100,000;  the  ncdpts  for  lands  for  the  same  time 
to  (S,14S,S60,  showing  an  avenge  revenue  &om 
both  ionroes  of  |I,SSS,BTO  per  month.  A.  gradual 
expanaion  of  trade,  growing  out  of  a  restorstion  of 
couEdeoce,  together  with  a  reduction  in  the  expenses 
irf  coliectingi  and  punotuaUty  on  tite  psrt  of  ctdleot- 
ing  offlceiB,  may  cause  an  addition  to  the  mor''''~ 


recripta  &om  the  enstouM.  Hiey  ire  etttmilMl  fur 
the  residue  of  the  year  Irom  the  fourth  nf  Hmt  il 
(12,000,000;  the  receipts  fW>m  the  public  luA  To 
the  same  time  ar«  efitimaled  at  tS,tlO0,O00,  isd  friM 
migcellaneong  sources  at  (110,000,  m^ingani|^ 
gate  of  STsil  able  funds  within  the  yearof  |14,a7n.00(l; 
wMdi  will  leave  a  probable  deficit  of  (11,106,111  H. 


Tom 
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There  will  fUl  due  within  the  neit  three  BmUh, 
Treasury  cotes  of  the  iEsoes  of  1840,  indodii^  is- 
tercM,  about  (3,850,000.  There  is  chargeable  is  At 
same  period  for  arteaniges  for  taking  the  riith  otaai 
(394,000;  and  the  estimated  expesditnna  Urie 
current  service  are  about  (8,100,000;  mskiii;  tk 
aggregate  demands  upon  the  IVeasury,  prior  Is  Ik 
1st  of  September  next,  about  (11,340,000. 

The  ways  and  means  in  the  Treasury,  and  nlinntid 
to  accrue  within  tbe  abave-named  period,  cnstkif 
about  (flSl,O00,  of  fnndsavutable  on  the  S8lh  ghiiu; 
and  unissued  lialance  of  Treasury  notes  lutboriKi 
by  the  act  of  1841,  amounting  to  (1,91111.00(1,  md 
eMimaied  receipts  from  all  sources  of  (S.sm.Mt, 
msking  an  aggregate  of  about  (e,4SO,000,  and  la^ 
ing  I  probata  deficit  on  tbe  lat  of  September  oti^ 
of  (4,840,000. 

In  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  OoremmnC 
an  Intriligent  constitueney,  in  view  of  th«r  hatit 
tercets,  will,  without  hesitation,  submh  to  dlnttS' 
eary  burdens.  But  it  is  nevertltelesa  imporlmlJoH 
impose  tbem  as  to  avoid  defeating  tbe  jBst  eipHO- 
Uons  of  tbe  country,  growing  out  of  pre-existing  hn 
The  BiA  of  the  !d  Huefa,  I8SS,  commonly  called  Ih 
oompromlse  act,  should  not  be  altered,  rietj*  raiis 
urgent  necesrities,  whidi  are  not  believed  at  tlii)  time 
to  exist.  One  year  only  remains  to  oairplc(«  >'' 
series  of  rednt^ons  provided  for  by  thsl  liv,  it 
wUdi  time  provisions  made  by  the  nme  In,  td 
iriiidi  then  will  be  brought  actively  In  aid  of  >k 
tnsBiifkctnring  Interests  of  the  Union,  wiO  not  &3  U 
produce  the  most  beneflnal  results.  Under  *  srstoi 
of  discriminating  duties  imposed  ft 


he  fixed  and  pertnanent,  so  as  to  avirid  tliose  conftnt 
fluctuationa  which  defeat  the  very  objects  tbrj  hm 
in  view.  We  shall  tbus  best  msintahi  a  po^lks 
which,  wtilie  it  will  enable  na  the  more  rni£l/'i> 
meet  tbe  advances  of  other  cottntiiee  odnilitcd  to 
promote  our  trade  and  commetve,  will  at  the  sunt 
time  leave  in  our  own  hands  the  tneaos  of  retsli'tif 
«4th  greater  etDsct  unjust  TKulationa. 

In  intimate  connection  with  tbe  qnesticD  of  remnt 
Is  that  which  mskes  provbloii  fwr  a  suttsUe  IimI 
^ent,  capsble  of  addii^  iuoresaed  &cslifl(s  in  Ac  nl- 
lection  snd  disbursnnent  ot  (he  jnVBe  leveina, 
reoderiog  more  secure  Ibtii  custody,  snd  wosoloiS 
a  true  economy  in  the  great  multiped  and  i^att 
openUicos  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Cpoa  f^ 
an  agent  depends  in  an  eminent  degne  tbe  crtitiii!^ 
ment  of  a  coiTency  of  uniform  value,  wUdi  !l  of  n 
great  Importance  to  all  the  cssentisl  interMtsefn- 
dety;  and  on  tbe  wiedon  tobe  msniteted  iaiO 
cisUion  mncb  depends.  Bo  inttiMlely  ii>ta»u|? 
are  Its  operations  not  only  widi  the  hitensts  ef  i^ 
viduab  but  with  those  of  the  States,  that  H  n;j* 
regarded  in  a  great  denee  as  conttolfisg  both,  u 
paperbe  used  as  the  cblerme<Uum  of  «ireoliUin,w 
the  power  be  vested  in  the  0«reiinneBtefiHitK>t 
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u  flvam,  eitlier  in  die  tnm  of  TMUU17  dnfti,  or 
uj  other,  or  if  bank*  be  used  u  the  public  depoot- 
lorin,  with  libetlf  to  regui  tU  suciriuMa  from  daj 
10  dij  u  M  micli  addad  to  their  active  oapital,  prioM 


mere  mB'aiBg.  In  tb«  one  ewe,  poUtfcal  oonaider- 
itiom,  directed  to  pait7  porpOM*,  nitj  contiDl,  while 
eucmini  eapidit;  may  prsTail  in  the  other.  Tlie 
public  it  thai  cooBtaatl;  liable  to  impoeition.  £1- 
pimiimi  tad  contractiona  may  foUoir  eich  other  In 
rtfiid  RKxettion,  the  one  engendering  a  recklea 
qiirit  of  adreiituia  and  qieculatioo,  which  etnteacee 
^Eeg  u  well  m  individnale ;  tlie  oUier  """"g  a  fidl 
in  piica,  and  accompliabinK  an  entire  change  in  the 
upedofi&in.  SCodu  of  all  kinda  rapidly  decline 
— utdinduili  ai«  nUned,  and  etates  eni)>an«awd  eren 
b  ikdi  edbrti  10  meet  with  ptumtoality  the  interert 
w  tb^  debla.  Sucti,  nnii^ipily,  is  the  atata  of 
things  now  eiiatitig  in  the  United  Stales.  Iheee 
tffen*  a»j  readily  be  traced  to  the  oausea  almTc  re- 
ferred to.  The  public  reTenuas,  on  being  remored 
Irani  the  than  Buik  ef  the  United  Statee,  under  an 
order  of  a  late  Frcaldeut,  were  placed  in  adeotad 
Bute  Budu,  wUdi,  aotnated  by  uie  dosUe  notiTe 


t,  enlaived  ei- 
tnn^^y  their  lUaoounti^  (hua  anting  aU  atber 
exiatiiig  banki  to  do  the  Mine.  Itge  diridenda  were 
declared,  whidi,  a^nlatiiw  the  cnpidity  at  capital- 
iW^  caused  amah  to  be  made  to  the  L^alaUires  of  the 
ra^ecUre  State*  for  atmilar  acts  of  ittcorporatiDn, 
whicb,  by  many  of  Ibe  States  under  a  temporary  infat- 
miioa,  were  readily  granted,  and  thua  ttia  angnienta- 
lioa  at  the  eircnlMUkg  medium,  oonaiiting  almost  ex- 
diiiiTelf  of  p^er,  iitoduced  a  most  ftlal  daloaion. 
An  illuslratkin,  dertred  from  the  land  Mies  «f  tbe 
period  alluded  to,  wiU  serre  beet  to  show  the  eflbet 
flf  the  whole  syatem.  ^le  aTerage  aalaa  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  a  period  of  t«  yean  prior  to  ISM,  had 
not  much  exceeded  tS,000,000  per  antiiun.  In  1834 
thcT  aKuned,  in  round  numbai,  to  the  amount  of 
RiXlO.OOO.  Id  the  auccaeding  year  of  ISSS  they 
rucbed  |16,00O,000.  And  the  next  year  of  1886, 
itKj  amounted  to  the  enormooa  sum  of  (25,000,000. 
Ibta  crowding  Into  the  ahort  spaoe  of  three  j'ean 
i^wuds  of  twenty-three  yeara'  purchaae  of  die  pub- 
lic domain-  80  apfiarent  had  beciKne  the  neceaaity 
of  irresting  thia  course  of  thinss,  Uiat  the  Eiecutire 
dqiartment  asiumed  the  higiiiy  questionable  power 
if  diserimfaiatiiig  in  the  fnn£  to  In  used,  in  payroent 
by  di&rent  rlaroea  of  pul>lia  debtms — a  diMtitnina- 
lion  whkh  was  doubtless  designed  to  correct  tlua 
niott  ruinooa  atmla  of  things  by  the  exaction  of  spade 
in  *U  payment*  for  the  puldic  lands,  but  which  eonid 
■at  at  onoe  aR«M  the  tide  irtuoh  bad  so  strMi^y  set 
jn-  Hence  the  demands  for  qiecia  became  uneeas- 
i^  and  oorreflponding  prostntion  rapidly  eiwned 
under  the  aeoeasities  creMad  with  the  banka  to  cur- 
tail their  ■"—■>""*■,  and  thereby  to  reduce  Ibeir  d> 
aOiiion.  I  r«cur  t«  tbeee  lUngs  with  no  ^^esitlon 
to  censure  pre^zisting  adnunistmlions  of  the  Got- 
munent,  but  Amply  in  exemplification  of  the  Uuth 
afthe  pontioa  which  [  hsTe  assumed.  If,  than,  any 
^xal  agent  <rrtiidi  may  be  created  ahall  be  placed, 
*i[haut  due  restrictiong,  either  In  the  bands  <^  the 
adminxjtratora  of  the  OoTemioeot  or  baste  of  private 
mdiridoals,  tba  lemplatian  to  abuse  will  prore  to  be 
tatstless.  Otgects  of  political  a^randixement  may 
Kdnce  the  flrat,  and  the  [Himiptinga  of  a  boundlaaa 
oipidity  will  Mmil  the  last.  Aided  by  the  experienoe 
ofihepMtiitvriU  be  the  pleesueof  Congittiaate 


guard  end  fortify  the  puhlio  interests,  in  tiie  ovation 
of  any  new  agent,  as  to  place  them,  bo  far  as  human 
wisdom  can  aocompliah  it,  on  a  footing  of  perfeot 
security.  Within  a  ftw  years  past,  tbme  ditTerent 
schmes  have  been  beGN«  the  eount^.  Hie  charter 
ofthsBankof  tbeUniled  Slates  expired  by  Its  own 
iimitatioiis  in  IBSB.  An  efibrt  wu  made  to  renew  it, 
whidi  reeeived  the  sanation  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  but  the  then  Preadent  of  the  Doited  BCatei 
eie^sed  liis  vtlo  power,  snd  the  measure  was  de- 
feated. A  regard  to  truth  requires  tne  to  say  that 
tba  Preddent  was  fully  sustained  In  tlw  course  he 
had  takoi,  by  the  popular  vmce.  His  successor  in 
the  C3islr  of  State  unqualifiedly  protunmced  his  op- 
position to  any  new  diaiter  of  a  mnilar  InstttnUon ; 
and  not  <mly  tiie  popular  eleotloi  wbiob  brou^t  lum 
into  power,  but  ute  Sections  through  much  of  hia 
tenn,  seemed  clearly  to  indicate  a  otHicuirence  with 
him  in  sentiment  on  the  pan  of  the  people.  After 
the  public  moneys  were  withdrawn  from  the  United 
States  Bank,  they  were  placed  in  deposit  with  the 
State  banks,  and  the  rendt  <^  that  policy  has  been 
before  the  country.  To  say  nothing  as  to  the  queo- 
tion  whether  that  experiment  was  made  under  pro- 
[dtiotM  or  adrsise  dreumstaneea,  it  may  aafely  be 
iinsiitiiil  tliat  it  did  reoeiTa  the  unqualified  oM^tm- 
nation  of  most  of  its  eariy  adToeatea,  and  it  is  bsliered 
was  also  condemned  Iqr  the  p<mular  sentiment,  Tia 
existing  Sob-Treasuiy  system  does  not  siiiiiii  to  stsnd 
in  higtwr  &T0T  wltii  the  peojde,  but  has  reosntiy  been 
condemned  in  a  manner  too  pliMy  indicated  to  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt.    Tfaus,  in  the  short  period  of  eij^fal 


shavina 


which  I  bare  adverted.  As  to  the  first,  It 
e  (1816)  when  the  Stale 
banks,  then  compaiatively  few  in  muster,  had  been 
(breed  to  suspend  spade  payments,  by  leaaon  of  the 
war  wfaicb  had  previously  prevailed  wiO)  Great  ^tain. 
Whether,  if  the  United  States  Bank  charter  which 
ex|dred  in  1811  had  tieen  ranawed  indue  season,  it 
would  have  been  enabled  to  oontinne  i^ede  paymente 
during  the  war  and  the  disastrous  period  to  tba  com- 
meroe  of  the  country  whidi  immediately  succeeded, 
la,  to  say  tiie  least,  jHoUeDMlical ;  and  whetiier  the 
United  Stataa  Bank  g€  1816,  produced  a 
-  -  -' rthe  same 


dlBculty  at  that  time  Ic 
Oertain  it  ia  that,  for  the  first  ym*  of  the  operation 
<^  that  Bank,  its  ooune  waa  as  disastrous  as  for  the 
greater  part  of  its  subsequent  oateer  it  became  end^ 
nently  sncoeesful.  As  to  tlie  second,  the  experiment 
waa  bied  with  a  i«dundaiit  Treasury,  which  eoatinued 
to  incresse  until  it  seemed  to  be  ttie  part  6t  wisdoia 
to  distribute  the  surplus  rsvenue  amonx  the  Stales^ 
which,  <^>eistiiig  at  the  same  Utne,  with  the  apecla 
circidar,  and  the  canass  befbre  adverted  to,  caused 
them  to  suspend  ipede  payments,  and  invatvcd  the 
eotmtry  in  tiie  grealest  embamssoents.  And,  as  I* 
die  tidrd,  if  cairied  thronrii  all  tha  stsgs»  ef  Its  tinns^ 
nvtatiott,  from  pt4>er  and  spede  to  nodiing  but  the 
precious  metals,  to  lay  nothing  of  the  insecurity  ot 
the  public  moneys,  its  injurious  effects  have  beta 
anticipated  by  the  country  in  its  unqualified  een- 
demnation.  What  isnowlo  be  regarded  sstbejodg- 
ment  of  the  American  people  on  tUs  whrie  sutiject; 
I  hare  no  aocurate  means  of  detenrutdng  but  by  ap- 
pealing to  thdr  more  immediate  representaliveB 
The  lUe  oontcst  which  tenninated  hi  tbt  deotlon  of 
0«o.  Hanison  to 
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princqtlea  well  known  and  opeulT  dedired ;  aai, 
wtiUe  the  Sob-Treuory  received  m  the  mult  the 
moet  dedded  condemution,  ;et  no  other  idieme  of 
finance  aeemed  to  have  been  concuired  bi.  To  you, 
tliea,  who  have  come  more  directlj  tram  the  body  of 
our  common  eonstitiM&ls,  I  submit  the  entire  qae*- 
tioD,  as  best  qualified  to  give  a  full  eipotddon  of  their 
wiBbeE  and  oirinions.  I  Aall  bereadytoctaicarwith 
you  In  the  adoption  of  Mch  system  aa  you  may  pro- 
pose, leserriDg  to  myself  the  ultimate  power  of  re- 
jectin^  any  mea«iie  which  nay  bi  my  view  of  It  con- 
flict with  the  conatitDtion,  or  otherwiie  jeopard  the 
protpetitj  of  the  ooontry ;  ■  power  wbich  I  eould 
not  part  with  even  if  I  would,  but  which  I  will 
not  bdieve  any  act  of  yonni  will  call  Into  requisicion. 

I  cannot  avoid  recurrioR,  in  cODoectioD  with  tbts 
■nbjeot,  to  Uie  neccsilty  which  exists  for  adopting 
come  (uitable  meaiure  whereby  the  unlimited  crea- 
tion of  banks  by  the  States  may  be  corrected  in 
future.  Buch  result  can  be  moat  readily  ochiored 
by  the  consent  of  the  Btates,  to  be  eipreaied  in  the 
form  of  a  compact  among  thonuelves,  which  they 
cna  only  enter  into  with  the  conKDt  and  appro- 
bation of  this  Qovemment ;  a  consent  which  mlgbt 
In  the  present  emer^Dcy  of  tbe  public  demudi, 
justifiably  be  given  m  advance  of  any  action  by 
tiie  States,  as  an  Inducement  to  such  action  npoD 
tenna  well  defined  by  the  act  of  tender.  Such  a 
meaSDM,  addrcHtng  itaelf  to  tbe  calm  reflection  of 
the  Sum,  would  flnd  In  the  experience  of  the  past, 
and  the  condition  of  the  present,  much  to  misb^ 
It.  And  it  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  whether  any 
scheme  of  finance  can  prove  for  any  length  of  time 
successful,  wblle  the  Btatea  shall  continue  in  the 
unrestrained  exereise  of  the  power  of  creating  bank- 
ing corporations.  This  power  can  only  be  limited 
by  their  consent. 

With  the  adoption  of  a  financial  agency  of  a 
Mtisfkctory  character,  the  hope  may  be  Indulged 
that  the  country  may  once  mora  return  to  a  stale 
of  prosperity.  Ueasures  anziliary  thereto,  and,  in 
some  measure,  inseparably  connected  with  its  snc- 
cets,  will  doubtless  claim  tlie  attention  of  Congress. 
Among  Buch,  a  distributioo  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  provided  such  dlstribation 
does  not  force  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  Im- 
posing upon  commerce  heavier  burdens  than  those 
contem^jated  by  the  act  of  183S,  would  act  aa  an 
efRcient  remedial  measure,  by  being  brought  direct- 
ly in  aid  of  the  Statea.  As  one  sincerely  devoted 
to  the  task  of  preoerving  a  just  balance  in  our  sys- 
tem of  government,  by  the  maintenance  of  the 
Statea  in  a  condition  the  most  free  ami  respectable, 
and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  their  power,  I  can 
no  otherwise  than  feel  derirons  for  their  emanci- 
pation from  the  situation  to  which  the  pressure  on 
their  finances  now  subjects  them ;  and  while  I  moM 
repudiate  as  a  measure  founded  hi  error,  and  want- 
ing eonatltutlonal  sanction,  the  slightest  approach 
to  an  assumption  by  this  Government  of  the  debts 
«f  the  States,  yet  I  can  see,  in  the  dinribation  ad* 
verted  to,  much  to  recommend  it.  The  compacts 
between  the  proprietor  States  ind  this  Qovernment 
expressly  guarantee  to  tbe  Stales  alt  the  benefits 
which  may  arise  from  the  sales.  The  mode  by 
which  this  Is  to  bo  effected  addresses  itself  to  the 
dIscreUon  of  Congress,  as  the  trustee  for  Uie  States ; 
and  its  exercise,  after  the  moat  beneficial  manner, 
is  restrained  by  nothing  in  the  grants  or  la  the 
cons^tutioD,  so  long  aa  Congress  wall  consult  that 
equality  in  the  diatnbutiwi  which  the  compacts  re- 
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le  preMnt  < 
States,  the  question  of  distribution  may  bt  nguM 
subetan^ally  as  a  question  between  ArM  iBd 
hidirect  taxation.  If  tbe  AaMbvtiMt  b*  bm  Bads 
in  some  form  or  other,  tbe  neosadty  wHI  M;  bt- 
come  mon  urgent  irith  the  debtor  States  ht  a  tt- 
sort  to  an  ofqiresiive  systeH  of  diieat  tanttH,«r 
their  cre^t,  and  necenarily  Ibeir  power  anil  inla- 
ence,  will  be  greatly  diminished.  The  payneid  of 
taxes,  after  the  moet  InconvMient  and  opfnmtt 
mode,  will  be  exacted  in  place  of  cootribntlou  Tor 
the  most  part  voluntarily  made,  uid  theiefiirdM- 
parativ^y  nnopprassive.  The  Slates  at«  evplat- 
ically  tbe  constilueBts  of  this  Govemmenl,  tai  n 
should  be  entitel;  legardlew  of  the  oUwU  Md  la 
view  by  them  In  the  creation  t£  tUi  OorenaiMl, 
if  we  could  be  indifferent  to  their  good.  TWbinT 
effects  of  such  a  measure  upon  all  the  ftateswoild 
immedUtely  be  manifested.  With  the  deMoi  Btsta 
it  would  erieet  the  r^ief,  to  a  great  extent,  ti  ibt 
dUEens  from  a  heavy  batdeD  of  direct  taxi^ia 
which  presses  with  se'rority  o    ""     '  '"  '       ' 


In  the  price  of  the  State  seenrMea,  and  (ha  tttMk 
of  tbe  Bules  would  become  one«  nnn*,  aa  it  iboM 
ever  be,  lofty  and  erect.  With  Btates  laborisc 
under  no  extreme  pressure  from  debt,  tbe  fna 
which  tbey  would  derive  from  tUs  soarce  mrid 
enable  them  to  improve  their  condition  n  ai  as- 
nent  degree.  So  far  as  this  Govemtnent  is  na- 
oemed,   appropriations   to  domestio  object!,  w 

aitung  In  amount  the  ravenne  derived  froa  lb 
sales,  might  be  abandoned,  and  tho*  a  sjiUa 
of  unequal,  and  therefore  unjast,  le^slalioD  >aU 
be  substituted  by  one  dispensing  eqaslity  Is  si  tk 
member*  of  this  Confederacy.  Whether  nd  da- 
tributloa  should  be  made  directly  to  tbe  States  is 
the  proceeds  of  the  ssles,  or  in  tiie  fnts  of  pnAtt 
by  virtue  of  the  operaUona  of  any  fiscal  aganT 
having  tbose  proceeds  as  its  basis,  shosld  net 
meaaura  be  contemplated  by  Congresa,  would  vd 
deserve  ita  eonsidentlon.  Nor  would  BBch  dtppo 
lition  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  soles  In  any  aajaa 
prevent  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  from  f'H 
-      •         -       ■     '   leitot 


aD  necessary  pre-emptioa  kws  for  the  bwrit  el 
actual  setlleTB,  or  for  making  any  new  airanfiant 
as  to  the  price  of  the  patilie  lands  which  migfat  la 
futore  be  esteemed  desirable. 

I  beg  leave  partlcubriy  to  eaO  yoar  alleotioo  I* 
tbe  accompanying  report  fiom  tho  Ssantaty  4 
War.  Beddes  the  present  stat«  of  (ke  war  wkU 
hss  so  long  afflicted  tbe  Tertitory  of  Fbridi^  as' 
the  various  other  matters  of  intareM  tfaenln  rsftrs' 
to,  you  wUl  leoiD  from  it  that  tbe  Seeretaiy  haib- 
Btituted  an  inquiry  into  abnseo,  whkb  pniwsH  I* 
develop  grots  enormities  in  conneotl<m  with  twba 
treaties  which  have  been  negotiated,  aa  wdl  v  A 
the  expenditores  for  the  removal  and  salsiMcBct 
of  the  Indians.  He  repreeents,  also,  other  iin(«- 
Isrillea  of  a  serious  nature  diat  hare  ftowm  vp^ 
ti>e  practice  of  the  Indian  Deportment,  iriiitb  ■> 
reqnire  the  appropriation  of  upwards  of  taOO,(IOOt* 
correct,  and  which  claim  the  irone^te  atteotiiM 
of  Congieas. 

In  reflecting  on  tbe  proper  means  of  dehoasg 
the  country,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyas  to  tbe  css- 
sequenees  which  the  introdnction  and  nss  of  Is* 
power  of  steam  upon  the  ocean  are  fikcly  to  f*- 
duce  In  wars  between  maritime  Sute&  We  ts>B* 
yet  see  the  extent  to  which  thla  power  bv  I"  *^ 
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t  other  timtioas,  if  the 
genu  and  onleqifua  of  our  felloir-citiieiia  kccIts 
praper  ensonngeme&t  wad  dir«ctioD  from  OaTern- 

Kw  wiidom  would,  aaTertbeleas,  aeem  to  dictats 
Qi*  DCMMitj  of  pUciDK  In  perfect  coudition  Ihom 
IbitifisatioDi  wblcb  ue  designed  for  the  prMection  of 
our  priadpBl  eitiei  wad  nMMtMds.  Far  tin  defeooa 
of  our  eslaBded  Buritime  ooatf,  our  chief  reliance 
■boald  be  placed  on  our  naTjr,  aided  by  thote  In- 
raotioiii  wlilolt  ue  dertinad  to  MComBund  tbem- 
nlrea  to  poblio  adoption.  But  DO  time  aboidd  be 
I(Mt  in  pUdng  onr  pilitelpMl  dtioa  on  tbe  aeaboud 
ind  ibe  UkM  In  •  Mate  of  entire  aecurlty  from  for- 
eign amnlt.  Separated  ai  we  are  from  the  coun- 
triee  of  tha  old  woiU,  and  in  much  noaffected  bj 
their  v«Hej,  we  are  lu^[nl;  reliered  from  the  ne- 
nait;  of  maintaining  large  ilanding  aimiei  In 
tiioa  of  pease.  The  potior  which  wai  adopted  bj 
Vi.  HoBtoe,  rikortlf  after  the  conetusion  of  tbe  late 
vu  w^th  Gnat  Bntaia,  of  preaerving  a  renlarlj 
orpmied  Maf  auffleient  for  the  commaud  of  a 
large  miUtuy  force,  Aonld  a  ne<wndt;  for  one 
artae,  u  foilBded  aa  well  In  economf  aa  tn  true 
wbdoa.  ProTiaioB  ii  thu*  made,  upon  Blling  up 
the  raak  and  Sl«,  which  can  rea^j  bo  done  oa 
uj  eDencnej,  for  the  Introdnetton  of  a  ajatem 
of  diici)illiie  both  pnmptij  and  eUBcientlr.  All 
.  tlul  ii  required  in  time  of  peace  la  to  malntalft  ft 
ntlEcient  anmber  of  men  to  guard  oar  fortiflcationa, 
ta  meat  anj  audden  co&tJngenc*,  and  to  encounter 
the  Gnt  riiock  of  war.  Our  chief  reliance  must  be 
plwed  oa  the  miUtia.  The;  oonatitnte  the  great 
My  af  uattonal  gnatdi,  and,  to^iwd  byanaMent 
Iotb  of  eoantrj,  iriU  be  fbnnd  read;  at  aU  timea 
ul  at  all  aeaaona  to  rapair  with  aUcritj  to  ita  de- 
tttat.  It  will  be  regarded  b;  CongreM,  I  doubt 
wt,  at  a  (oitable  time,  aa  one  of  ita  hlgheat  dntiea 
to  (Uend  to  thnr  complete  organintion  and  diid- 
pSne. 

Tba  gtate  of  the  twrj  pension  fund  reonirei  the 
uunediate  attention  of  Congrem.  Bj  the  opera- 
tioa  of  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  18ST,  entitled 
"  Aji  Kt  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of 
tht  DSTf  pen^n  fund,"  that  fund  baa  been  ei- 
laaited.  It  wilt  be  aeen  from  the  acoompanThig 
npHt  ot  the  Conniadooer  of  Fenrioas  that  (here 
via  be  reqalred  tor  the  paTmcnt  of  mt7  penaioii- 
n.  on  Ibe  1st  of  inlj  next,  |84,0M  oeh  and  on 
ibt  Gnt  of  Jannaij,  IMl,  the  sum  of  (00,000. 
Ib  uUilion  to  theaa  nms,  about  (0,000  will  be  re- 
qgired  l«  paj  arrears  of  peolioD*  which  will 
pnhsblir  be  allowod  between  the  first  of  Jul;  and 
■he  fint  of  Januarj,  IMS,  tDaluDg  in  the  whole 
hVifidi  OH-  To  meet  these  pajmenU  tbere  U 
■ilhin  tbe  control  of  the  Department  iLe  sum  irf 
|!s,Oia,  leaving  a  deBelt  of  liai.Ht  OH-  The 
^bfic  Uth  requirea  that  immediate  prorliion 
•Mid  be  made  for  the  pajmeot  of  theee  auma. 

Id  order  to  iatroduce  into  tbe  nar;  a  deiiiable 
™wacj,  a  new  system  of  accountability  may  be 
™i  to  be  indi^eiiaably  neoeMsry.  To  nutore  a 
w  bsTiag  for  iu  object  the  sccompUahment  of  an 
«» ii^ionant,  and  to  meet  tbe  iust  expecttfions 
«*e  eo«ntr)r,  require  mote  time  than  haa  yet  been 
■"•■tdtothe  Senctaijat  the  bead  at  thsDepart- 
**L   Tha  h^a  la  indHl(ad  (hat  bj  the  time  of  yoar 
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next  i^ular  aeaakn,  meMoreaof  hsixirtsnee,  in  con- 
nection with  tbia  brsodi  of  tbe  public  serrice,  ma; 
be  matured  for  your  consideration. 

Although  the  lawB  r^iuktlng  the  Po«  Office  De- 
partmtnt  only  require  from  the  officer  cbaiged  wldi 
its  direction  to  reiNirt  at  the  uaoal  annual  se^on  of 
Congress,  the  Poatmialer  Oeneial  has  prcKnted  to 
me  Eome  facta  connected  irith  tbe  financial  oonditioB 
of  the  Department  which  are  deemed  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  GongreM.  By  the  accompsnyiog  report  of 
thst  officer,  it  appears  that  the  existing  liabUlties  of 
that  Department  beyond  the  means  of  payment  at  its 
command,  cannot  be  leas  than  fire  hundred  tbooasnd 
doUaia.  As  llie  lawa  organixlng  that  branch  of  the 
poblio  serrioe  confine  £e  expenditure  of  its  own 
rerennea,  deBelradea  therein  cannot  be  preeented 
under  the  oaual  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  Gorem- 
men!  It  must  thenrfbre  be  left  to  Congress  to  deter- 
ndoe  wbethei  tiie  moneys  now  due  to  contractora 
absU  be  paid  turn  Uw  public  Treasory,  or  wbetber  that 
departoient  shall  ouitinae  under  its  present  embar- 
rsanoenla.  It  will  be  seen  bj  the  report  of  the  Foat- 
maater  Oeoend,  that  the  recent  lettinga  of  contracts 
in  aeretal  of  the  Statee  bare  been  made  at  audi  re- 
duced ratea  of  compensation,  aa  to  encourage  the  be- 
lief that,  if  the  deiwrtment  was  reliered  ftam  exist- 
ing diffioultiee,  Ita  future  operations  ndght  be  con- 
ducted without  any  further  call  npon  tbe  general 
Treasury. 

The  power  of  qnM^nling  to  office  is  one  of  a  char- 
acter tbe  most  delicate  utd  re^Morible-  The  ap- 
pointing power  Is  evermore  expMed  to  be  led  into 
error.  With  anxlona  solidtude  to  select  the  moat 
trustworthy  for  official  station,  I  cannot  be  supposed 
to  possess  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  qualiScationa 
of  trerj  ^l(Micant  I  deem  it  therefore  proper,  in 
tins  moat  public  manner,  to  inrite,  on  the  part  of  tha 
Senate,  ajust  scrutiny  lnt«  the  chsracter  and  pretOB- 
■lonsoiFeTery  person  whom  I  may  bring  to  thdr  no- 
tice En  the  r^alat  fbrm  of  a  nomination  fbr  offloew 
Unleaa  petaans  sTcry  way  trustworthy  are  employed 
in  tlie  public  serrice,  craniption  and  irregularity  will 
inevitably  fbllow.  I  ahall,  with  the  greatest  cheerfal- 
ncM,  aoquieece  In  the  decision  of  tlut  body,  and,  i«- 
garding  it  as  wisely  constituted  to  aid  the  EieeuUTe 
department  in  the  performance  of  this  delicste  duty, 
I  dull  look  to  its  "  consent  and  advice "  as  given 
only  in  furdteraoce  of  the  best  Interests  of  the  conn- 
try.  I  shall  also,  at  the  earliest  proper  occasion.  In- 
vite the  attention  of  Coi^reaa  to  such  meamres  ss  In 
my  judgment  will  be  best  calculated  to  r^nlste  and 
control  the  Eiecntive  power  in  reference  to  thia  vl- 
loUy  important  sabjecL 

I  shall,  also,  at  the  proper  season,  Invite  yoor  at- 
tention to  the  statutory  enactments  for  the  auppres- 
don  of  the  slave-trade,  iriiidi  may  require  to  be 
rendered  more  efficient  in  their  proviaiouL  There  U 
leason  to  believe  that  the  traffic  is  on  the  increase. 
Whether  such  Incmaae  la  to  be  ascribed  to  the  abo- 
litioD  of  alaie  labor  in  the  British  poaseasIoQa  In  our 
viinnity,  and  an  attendant  diminution  In  tbe  mpplj 
of  tboee  articles  wfaidi  enter  Into  the  general  con- 
anmpUon  of  Ibe  world,  thereby  angmenting  the  de- 
mand fhim  other  quarters,  and  thus  calling  fbr  addi- 
tional labor,  it  were  needless  to  inquire.  Tbe  high- 
est cooaideratioQa  of  pnbUc  honor,  aa  well  u  the 
strongest  promptingl  <a  humanity,  require  a  resort  to 
the  moat  vigorous  effitfts  to  mfprtm  tbe  trade. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  Invite  your  particular  at- 
tentiim  to  the  interests  of  this  District  Nor  do  I 
doobt  itut,  la  a  libeml  qiirlt  of  lagialation,  jou  will 
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■eek  to  Kdvstice  lU  coQun«cdal  u  well  u  its  local 
InCeresU.  Bhoold  CoDgren  deem  It  to  be  lu  dnty  to 
repeal  the  eiistiiig  8ab-Treasar7  law,  the  necceritj 
of  prOTidiliK  a  aaluble  place  of  deposit  for  the  public 
maners  wmcii  tna;  be  required  within  the  District 
mutt  be  uwrant  to  all. 

I  bare  idt  it  to  be  due  to  the  eoimtrj  to  praaent 
the  tongmng  topics  to  tout  oonddenlion  and  rafleo- 
tion.  Othera,  with  whicb  it  mi^t  not  leem  proper 
to  trouble  jm  at  an  extnordinary  BnaioD,  will  be  laid 
before  70U  at  a  future  daj.  I  am  bappj  in  cmdiiuI- 
ting  the  important  aCbirs  of  the  conntiy  into  joar 
hands.  The  tendenc;  of  public  wti^eiit,  I  am 
pleased  to  beliere,  is  toirards  the  adoption,  in  a  spirit 
of  nniOD  ind  haimonjr,  of  such  measures  as  will  tortHj 
the  public  Intcnsts.  To  cheriih  nich  a  tendencf  of 
pubUc  opinion  is  the  task  of  an  eleTited  patriotism. 
^ut  dUferences  of  opinion  as  to  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing these  deriraUe  otijeots  ibould  eiiat,  Is  leason- 
aUj  to  he  expected.  Nor  can  all  tw  made  satisfied 
with  anj  systMn  of  measures.  But  I  flatter  mjaelf 
wUh  tbe  hope  that  the  great  bodj  of  the  peoide  will 
readSj  ni^la  hi  saraiaR  of  those  whose  efforts  sfmn^ 
frmn  a  diiintereeted  desire  to  promote  their  happi- 
ness ;  to  preaarre  tlie  Federal  and  State  GoTenunenta 
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Mr.  Masoiu  moved  that  ten  thonsand 
of  tbe  President's  Ucssoge-'fifteea  hand] 
tiiem  with  the  docoments — be  printed,  but  sab- 
seqnenllT  modified  his  motion  by  calling  for 
the  printing  of  five  thonsand  copies — £teen 
hundred  of  them  with  the  socompaDjing  doou- 

Ur.  Clat,  of  EentDcky,  said  be  was  Terj 
glad  that  the  Senator  from  North  CoroUna  bad 
agreed  to  modifj  bia  motion  bj  snbstitnting 
fivethoQsand  copies,  instead  of  ten.  The  small- 
er nniaber  would  be  quite  sufficient,  considering 
that  the  newspapers  of  the  country  wonld  give 
tile  Uessage  a  wide  circulation.  He  (Mr.  0.) 
had  not  risen  for  the  porpose  alone  of  saying 
tbia,  bat  be  waa  glad  to  nave  on  opportanitj 
of  espreBNDg  hb  eatis&ctiou  at  this  early  pros- 
pect of  paying  attention  to  economy  in  matters 
of  detail. 

Mr.  0.  then  made  some  allasions  to  the  expen- 
ditores  of  18S8,  in  which  be  said  a  greater 
amount  had  been  expended  for  contingencies 
than  had  -been  expended  for  tbe  same  purposes 
in  tbe  fonr  yean  cj Mr.  Adams's  administration. 

Mr.  O^LHouK  said  he  waa  glad  to  hear  Booh 
■entimentfl  of  economy  expressed.  He  hoped 
tijis  spirit  of  economy  wodd  bo  carried  out  in 
every  department,  and  that  it  would  be  consid- 
ered tbe  circnmstances  uf  the  country  called 
for  it.  This  economy  might  nave  tbe  necessity 
of  increased  taxatioo.  He,  for  one,  would  not 
consent  to  any  increase  until  tbe  most  rigid 
eooDomv  waa  first  tried,  and  after  tiiat  it  abould 
be  f Dond  aaceaearr. 

Ut.  BtKOUKiM  Bud  he  waa  glad  to  find  the 


Senator  A«m  Eentnclr  so  modi  ia  bot  t( 
ecoaomidug.  He  should  ever  find  Ma  (lb. 
BO  ready  to  concur  with  him  in  all  retscculilt 
efiorts  to  curb  expenditures.  jUlanoii  bad 
been  made  to  the  extravagant  eipendihire  for 
station  ery  supplied  to  Congress.  HehidLmi- 
self  nsed,  ho  believed,  more  of  that  «tUioiKcj 
than  any  other  member,  with  the  eiceptiia, 
perhaps,  of  tbe  Senator  from  Nev  Tork.  lIiKk 
of  it  nad  been  used  in  answer  to  applicants  Sa 
office.  That  noceasity  no  longer  existed ;  tlut 
day  had  gone  by,  and  he  and  the  Seuitcr  Inn 
New  York  would  economise  in  that  partict- 
lar.  Bat,  although  he  admitted  he  hia  Hied  1 
greater  quantity  of  stationery  than  any  otba 
benator,  with  the  exception  before  mue,;« 
he  believed  the  vatue  of  what  he  had  utd  il 
any  one  session,  never  exceeded  pf).  Et 
thought  some  arrangement  might  bemsdelj 
which  each  Senator  and  Member  cdT  Congres 
wonld  be  charged  with  the  atationery  BOppW 
to  him.  He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  nrp 
this  at  present,  but  merely  threw  oot  the  st^- 
gestion. 


BOCas  OF  BEPaBSBNTATlVXa. 

TimoAT,  June  ]. 
Stilaand  Orden, 

Alter  the  joamal  of  yeaterdajr  had  been  nid, 
tbe  first  business  la  order  waa  the  Mloxiif 
resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Wiai  on  Ucndii 
evening : 

BnoUtd,  That  tiieatanding  rules aad  ndtnrflk 
last  House  of  RepreaeDtalive*  be  adopted  u  th  iria 
and  orders  of  this  House  for  the  next  inBiiii  U 
days,  and  that  a  committee  of  nine  membeiB  tit  ■F' 
pointed  to  revise  said  rules  and  orders,  and  to  nfOl 
thereon  witfiin  the  mid  ten  days. 

Which  motion  Mr.  Ukdkkwood  had  nraTtJ 
to  amend  as  follows : 

Strike  ont  all  after  the  word  "  Beaolred,"  eA 
insert  "  That  a  committee  of  nine  be  ^niwiilEd 
to  revise,  amend,  and  report  ndea  for  tlw  gov- 
ernment of  this  House ;  and  that,  until  ^ 
committee  make  report,  and  tbe  acme  be  fail'  : 
ly  acted  upon,  the  roles  and  ordani^  tbeliM 
Honae  of  Hepresentatiws  ebsU  be  ctmiidtnd 
as  the  roles  and  orders  of  this  Hovaa." 

Which  motion  Mr.  Adams  moved  to  anoM 
hj  inserting  after  "  House  of  RepreaentalirH'' 
the  words  "  excepting  the  Slst  rale,  which  it 
hereby  reacinded." 

Tbe  Slst  rule  is  as  foUows : 

"  No  peUtioD,  memorial,  rcsc^ulion,  tx  otim  \»!'' 
pnying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  DiOiirt  £ 
Columbia  or  any  Sute  or  Tertitory,  or  tbe  bIstmi** 
between  the  States  and  Teniiorie*  of  tlia  Ini" 
BMvs  In  which  it  now  exists,  dull  be  mmri  I7 
this  House,  or  eotertained  In  any  way  wbatetn" 


And  the  question  being  na  — 

Mr.  WiBB  Buggested  the  propriety  of  postpon- 
ing the  farther  consideratjon  of  the  reailD'ioo 
for  the  present,  in  order  that  the  Swue  nigu 
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tirSn.] 

Kfpood  to  the  eaaiUfsj  of  tho  Senate,  eto^  ftnd 
mors  espedallj  as  the  gentleman  from  Uasaa- 
chnsetta,  the  morer  of  the  amendment,  was  not 
tlieii  in  hiB  Hot. 

After  tome  debate  of  a  conTereaUonal  obar- 
uter,  in  which  Uesan.  Wuk,  Pioxiens,  and 
IfcKir,  participated, 

Mr.  Aduis  appeared  and  addressed  the  House 
at  considerable  length,  in  mpport  of  hia  amend- 

Aa  regarded  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
nun  &om  Yir^nia  (Mr.  Wisa)  to  adopt  the  ndes 
of  the  last  Hoaae  until  ftirther  order,  he  s^d  he 
ODofesaed  he  f^lt  Terj  indifferent  He  had 
kaowQ  this  Honse  long  enongh  to  be  assured 
that  it  was  of  rer;  little  consequence  what  the 
rales  were.  The  role  was,  and  would  be,  the 
will  of  the  m^ority ;  that  probablr  was  tbe 
best  of  alL  Herehtfore,  down  to  the  last  Con- 
gress, two-thirds  were  required  to  make  an 
iHeration  in  the  rules;  bat  now,  he  believed, 
a  msjoritf  alone  was  snScient  to  change  aU  the 
mles.  He  was,  therefore,  indifferent  aa  to  what 
the  Hook  miglit  do  with  its  mles,  with  the 
^gleeic^oa  of  thoSletrnle,  becaose,  what- 
ecer  rales  toight  be  adopted,  ther  wonld  alwajs 
be  Riqteoded  whenever  there  was  a  majority 
ill  fsTor  of  nqMDding  them.  And  if  the  jonr- 
nals  of  the  last  Honse  were  consnlted,  be  doubt- 
ed vhethor  it  would  be  found  that  anj  one 
measure  of  the  House  had  been  adopted  under 
the  regular  application  of  the  roles. 

Hr.  A.  here  gave  tlie  results  of  his  experience 
ia  relation  to  the  imptwement  of  the  rules,  \ij 
Kfening  them  to  committees.  He  beheved 
tiist  a  nmple  rule,  proriding  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House  should  be  according  ia 
the  Tote  of  the  minority,  would  probably  be 
better  than  the  volume  which  we  had  compiled, 
and  which  it  aeemed  was  now  to  be  fhrther 
•dded  to — and  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  did 
nothing  bnt  consume  ao  much  of  the  time  of 
tba  HoDM  tytxj  day  as  was  neoessary  to  their 
anieasicMi, 

Thii  ilst  rule  was  passed  on  Uie  iSlh  of  Jann- 
ITT,  1840,  and  a  m^oritj  of  the  House  were 
well  loqoaiDted  with  the  manner  iu  which  It 
paaed.  It  passed  when  a  minority  of  the  then 
p«eent  members  of  the  Honse  were  anxious 
above  all  Uiings  not  to  be  thought  Abolition- 
itta,  and  moat  eqwdallr  the  membMa  from  the 
Booth.  Tha  manbera  fitm  the  South  vere 
■frud  that  if  they  did  not  vote  for  tUs  mle, 
Ihey  would  be  set  down  by  their  constitnents 
ai  AboUtionista ;  and  we  remembered  the  some- 
vlttt  strange,  not  to  say  edifying  scenes  which 
took  place  in  this  Home  under  these  mutual 
cbirges  of  Abolitionism. 

It  was  necessary,  in  order  to  make  political 
aoital,  for  all  the  members  from  the  Sonth  and 
■11  the  raembera  from  the  North,  who  were  in 
ttie  true  political  allegiance  of  that  day,  to 
ptnre  that  they  were  not  Abolitlonista ;  and 
"■'ally,  a  gentleman  eertainly  not  an  Abolition- 
i^  but  a  Sonthem  gentleman,  R  sound  VhiK, 
so  infinentU  nmnbar  of  the  awte    be  ndght 


that  time  to  bring  up  this  rescuntion ;  and  A« 
the  Whiffet  of  the  tPhigs,  upon  the  strength 
of  the  Kinderhook  m^ority  of  the  House, 
added  this  to  the  other  rulea.  He  did  what 
Northern  men  with  Sonthem  principles  never 
dared  to  propose  before  him.  They  had  always 
stngglea  against  that  partionlar  rule.  They 
knew  how  odious  it  was ;  they  knew  how  thek 
oonstitnents  detested  it ;  and  they  never  were 
alida  to  Mng  themselves  to  the  screwing  point 
until  the  matter  was  brought  into  this  Hoose 
by  a  Whig ;  and  thai  it  was  carried.  How 
caniedl  By  108  against  114,  a  m^ority  of 
only  six  votes, 

Mr,  A.  here  requested  the  Clerk  to  send  him 
the  Joomal  of  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, from  which  he  read  for  the  purpose  of 
showine  what  was  the  oomponnd  of  that  vote. 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  under- 
stood the  Whigs  themselves  made  great  preten- 
sions to  be  Democrats.  Among  other  tliingt, 
they  were  contesting  that  name  with  Uieir 
rivals;  and  he  had  seen  much  in  the  newa- 
papers  about  Whig  Democracy.  Well;  tha 
Wniga  were  at  liberty  to  take  what  name  they 
plesMd,  Bnt  at  the  time  this  rale  was  adopt- 
ed, the  Democrats  were  tiie  party  of  the  then 
existing  Administration.  The  Whin  at  that 
time  founded  themselvee  on  the  ground  of  sturdy 
opposition  to  Executive  power.  How  far  they 
voald  ha  Wbiga  In  that  respect,  was  a  mattw 
about  which  we  should  see  more  hereafter. 
But,  from  one  vote  given  yesterday,  he  should 
apprehend  that  their  opporition  to  Exeoative 
was  beginning  to  melt  away  something 


Whigs  wonld  be  so  distingnished  for  their  op- 
position to  Executive  power  as  they  were  a 
year  ago.  It  might  probablT,  therefore,  be  con- 
venient for  them  to  take  the  name  of  Demo- 
crats ;  and  probably,  in  the  change  of  things, 
the  Democrats  of  last  year  wonld  become  Whios. 
So  far  at  least  as  Executive  power  went,  ha 
thought  that  was  likely  to  be  the  case. 

Hr.  Wise  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  debating  the  merits  of  the  queetton,  bnt  to 
move  that  the  resolution  do,  for  the  present,  lii 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


TS  BXNATB. 

WsmnBDAT,  June  2. 

Si^tet  Jbr  the  Memory  ofthelaU  iYssUant 

Harriion. 

The  following  Joint  resolution  of  the  House 
was  taken  op : 

Rimivtd,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  State  in  the  nnion  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  Hoose,  to  Join  such  conuniUee  u  may  be  ip- 
polnted  on  the  put  of  the  Senate,  to  Mm^sr  and 
report  by  what  ti^en  of  mpect  sad  aflbction  H  may 
be  proper  for  the  Coiureas  of  the  TFnIted  States  to 
eipieas  the  deep  aendbUlty  of  thenoiiea  to  the  afwit 
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of  the  iJeceiae  of  their  late  President,  William 
HiHiir  HAiUKm ;  wid  that  ao  modi  of  tAe  HeMaee 
l^the  Preddent  u  relates  to  that  melancholy  CTent 
be  referred  to  6m  h^  oommtttee. 

On  motion  hj  Ur,  Bi.taxd,  the  reeolntioD 
vaa  concurred  in,  aud  tbo  cominlU^e  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  ordered  to  consist  of  five 
pei'BOns. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 

QODBB  OF  BEP&ESKKTATIVSB. 

WXDMBSD1.T,  Jone  S, 
Ikeeatt  cf  the  PrmdeiU. 
The  names  c^  the  following  gentlemen  were 
•nnoonoed  b;  the  Clerk,  as  the  committee  on 
tlie  part  of  t^e  Hoose,  In  pamunoe  of  the  reo- 
olatton  adopted  oa  resterday,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  one  member 
from  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  Iota  eoch  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token 
of  respect  and  affection  it  maybe  proper  for 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  express 
the  deen  sensibility  of  the  nation  to  the  event 
of  the  decease  of  their  late  President,  William 
Beni7  Harrison,  and  that  so  mtich  of  the  Mee- 
tly of  the  President  as  relates  to  that  melan- 
choly event  I>e  referred  to  that  committee,  viz : 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  of  Moeeaohnsetts. 

Ur.  FnsENDiir,  of  Uaine. 

Ur.  TiLLraoHABT,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  ATBBRTOMjfu  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Taoa.  W.  wiujaiu,  of  Oonneotiant. 

Mr.  HoKAOi  EvBKBTT,  <ff  Vermont 

Mr,  Gbho,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Atobiso,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  SEKoaAXT,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RoDRBT,  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  W.  0.  JoHKBOR,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Taliafbrbo,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  LxwiB  WiLLiAus,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr,  JoBN  Oaufbhu^  of  Booth  Carolina, 

Mr.  W.  O.  Dawbott,  of  Georgia, 

Mr.  Font,  of  Eentncky. 

Mr.  Aaboit  V.  Bsows,  of  Tenneesee. 

Mr.  Saxsok  Maboit,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Wnrra,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Wallace,  of  Indiana, 

Mr.  John  Milleb,  of  Missoari. 

Mr.  Gbosb,  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Jaoob  M.  Howabd,  of  Miohigen. 

Jfeu  Memitr. 
The  non.  Johh  B.  Dawsok,  member  elect 
fhnn  the  Stat«  of  Lonisiana,  I4>peared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seaL 

Jkath  (/  Son.  Charlei  OgU. 

lir.  Coopeb,  of  Pennsylvania,  tben  annonnoed 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Ohablxs  Oolx. 

He  died  (said  Mr.  C.)  at  his  residenoe  in 
Somerset,  on  the  lOQk  of  Ma^  last,  in  the  midst 
of  those  oonstitnents  of  whom  he  waa  so  prond, 
and  who  loved  him  m  welL    He  had  aoaroely 


pTTBQaa, 

attained  the  maturity  of  his  intellect,  vbn  bt 
wa«  out  off  In  the  midgt  of  11&  It  miglit  k 
said  that  he  fell  in  the  very  spring  of  trondat. 
Bat  ooe  brief  year  ago,  he  bade  u  bir  for  i 
long  life  as  the  yonngest  and  stronaeat  ■munt 
ns ;  bnt  neither  yonUi  nor  strength  (as  cbieH 
from  Death.  The  highest  in  piace,  for  v\m 
the  profonndest  respect  of  a  nation  maj  b«  a- 
pre»ed,  is  as  liable  to  be  smitteadown  tiiHi 
merciless  aim,  as  the  poorest  and  bmnbloL 
Agtun  sad  experience  has  reminded  n  of  llui 
tmth ;  and  it  would  be  wise  if  «e  dieiild,  bj 
this,  be  taught  a  lesson  of  deep  hnmilitj. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  his  parpose  to  delim 
an  enlo^oiQ  on  the  life  and  diaracterotVu^ 
ceased  colleague  and  friend.  Ha  «on1d  odj 
say  that  those  who  knew  him  best  nteeioed 
him  most,  and  tbat  he  was  as  mndi  disliit- 
guished  for  his  kindness  and  benevoluiM  in 
private  life,  as  for  his  ability  and  fideli^ut 

Snblio  man.     With  his  bereaved  familf  ta 
eeplr  and  nncerely  sympathized.    Tbetr  ka 
was  Irrepiu-able.     How  should  they  be  «*■ 
Words  of  condolence,  he  inew,  M 


Mr.  0.)  tmst  that  the  benignity  of  E 
"  tempers  the  wind  to  Uie  shorn  tamu,  •« 
not  be  less  kind  to  the  widow  and  oqihic  'liil' 
dren  of  oar  deceased  friend. 

As  a  tribnte  of  rcspoct  to  his  nenorr,  nl 
to  show  those  to  whom  he  was  so  dear  tbsllie 
is  held  in  respectful  and  afibctionate  rtmcfi- 
brance  by  ns,  with  whom  he  was  assonil*^' 
respectfiilly  ask  the  concnrrence  of  the  Enw 
In  the  following  resolotions : 

Jiaoltd,  That  the  membeia  of  this  Bow  If 
heaid  whh  deep  aenaiUUty  of  the  deatii  of  ibe  Bia    i 
CHABJ.M  OoL»,  late  a  Eepreaentativa  *-""  '*»  Sbb 


e  feomOitEW    I 


AmJda^  That  as  a  teatimoiual  of  taped  fa  A*  , 
character  of  the  deceased,  they  will  neat  ibe  m*  , 
ba^e  of  mourning  for  the  space  of  tturty  dijs  ' 

RualBeJ,  ^lat  as  a  further  teatimooial  it  rc^trt 
the  House  wOl  now  adjcmn,  to  meet  at  11  o'Mi 


The  resolntions  were  adopted ;  and  then,  A 
lO  minotes  past  12  o'clock, 
The  Hoose  adjourned. 


Thubsdat,  Jnae  8. 
Septal  qf  the  Sttb-Trvuwy  Sm.  ' 

Mr.  Olat  offered  the  following  resololion : 

ActoJow^Thattheaet  entidcd"ABactlo)Kin^  j 
for  the  collection,  aafe-keepinx,  transfer,  and  distun*  | 
mentof  the  pnbUc  reTenue "  ongfatto  befortln* 
repealed,  and  that  the  Committee  on  KnawebtA- 
rected  to  report  a  bill  to  that  eflbd 

Mr.  OALHom  propoMd  to  wiwBd  it  t?  sddiBg 
the  words  "  and  to  report  a  BnbBtitBt&"  i 

Mr.  Out  hoped  the  amendnMnt  would  not  M 
made ;  and  he  called  for  the  qMstktt.  | 
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Ur.  Ctof't  1 


Mr,  Calboun'  denuuided  the  jeaa  and  naf  b, 
which  wer«  ordered. 

Mr,  Clat.  The  amendtnent  propoeea  that  the 
Hoance  Committee  sb&ll  report  a  BDbstitnM  tor 
the  Sub-Treasury ;  that  is,  it  totally  nnllifiee  the 
Select  Committee  which  the  Senate  appointed  on 
the  snt^ect  of  finance  and  s  Eaoal  agent  of  the 
GoTenuneat 

Hi.  Woodbubt  suggested  whether  it  would 
Dot  be  expedient  to  i^r  the  patdiiw  resolation 
to  the  Select  Committee  instead  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Flnanoe. 

Ur.  Cli.1  said  that  th»  Select  Committee 
■tood  on  special  and  pecnliar  groand,  and  the 
ol^ecta  of  its  appointment  did  not  embrace 
that  <^  this  resolntion ;  if  he  thought  that  they 
did,  he  would  with  pleasore  adopt  the  sagges- 

Ur.  WuJcxB  asked  whether  the  saltject  was 
Dot  already  before  the  Select  Committee,  and 
whether  the  amendment  would  not  defeat  that 


Mr.  OiLBomf  ssid  his  ol^ect  was  to  take  the 
sense  (j  the  Senate,  whether  they  intended  to 
act  separately  on  this  suMecC  without  the  other 
mstten  connected  with  it.  There  were  three 
sets  of  ^iuiona  in  the  oonntry — one  for  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  one  for  the  pet  banks,  and  one  for 
the  Snb-Treasary.  The  object  of  this  resolation 
bad  been  distinctly  avow^ ;  it  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Sational  Bank.  The  Snb-Treasury 
bad  jost  coouaenoed  its  operations ;  why  not 
give  it  a  fiur  trial  t 

[Mr.  Glat,  across.  Beoansa  the  people  have 
eonderaned  it] 

It  is  sud  Uere  is  a  minority  of  the  people 
opposed  to  it ;  and  so,  I  believe,  there  is  against 
the  pet-bank  system,  and  aetunst  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  resolntion  was  adopted, 
Ur.  0.  did  not  care  to  which  committee  it  was 
Rfened. 

Mr.  Wauxs  preferred  its  referraoe  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  onrrency,  &c. 

the  question  was  now  pal  on  Mr.  Oalhoub's 
imendmeut,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows: 

Tus. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  BuchBnui,  Csl- 
boDD,  Clay  of  Alibams,  Fulton,  Kng,  McRoberts, 
NMiotaoD,  Fferoe,  fierier,  Smith  of  Connecticnt,  5ta^ 
pon,  Tappam,  Wsiker,  WUlluns,  Woodbnry,  Wrigjit, 
Dd  Tom^— 19. 

HiTB.— ^Mmkl  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bajud, 
Bones,  Choate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  C1ayt(H^  Dixon, 
Irsna,  Graham,  Heodenon,  Huntington,  Ker,  Uan- 
nm,  Merrit^  Miller,  Morebead,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  RiTes,  Smmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Soutbaitj, 
MmadgE,  and  Woodbridge— ST. 


UntUid,  Tbit  tbe  Committee  on  Finance  be  di- 
rected to  iiiquiiv  intotiie  eipedlencT  of  repealing  the 
•ct  entiiled  "An  act  to  proiide  for  the  coUecttoo, 
nTc-liceping,  transfer,  and  diabnmnent  of  the  pnb- 


^ngrammt.  [Jon,  IMl. 

E^tDAT,  Jane  i. 
Sepeai  of  (A«  Aii-TVomfry  ^il. 

Ur.  Olat  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  finance  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  aot  commonly  called  the  Sub- 
Traasory  law.  He  would  move  that  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it 
wonld  be  ordered  to  its  second  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  he  wonld  prefer  having  the 
bill  read,  and  felt  bound  to  give  sotioe  that  he 
would  oppose  its  second  reading  to-day, 

MomAT,  June  7. 
B^Uotk  of  (fgtetn. 

The  Ohais  oaUed  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact  that  this  was  the  day  designated  by 
law  for  the  Senate  to  elect  its  officers,  and  the 
Senate,  in  compliance  therewith,  proceeded  to 
elect  ite  Secretary. 

The  ballots  having  been  counted,  the  follow- 
ing was  declared  to  bo  the  result ; 

'Whole  number  of  votea        -  -      4S 

For  Mr.  Biokena  -  -  -  41 

Mr.  Kaudain  -  -  -    1 

Blank        -  -  -  -    1 

3Ir.  DioKEHs  was  declared  to  be  dnly  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Ser- 
geent-at-arms  and  Doorkeeper,  and  tbe  ballota 
having  been  connted,  Ur.  Dtxb  was  declared 
to  be  only  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  aa 
Assistant  DooAeeper,  and  the  votes  having 
been  counted,  Mr.  Baujt  was  declared  to  be 
du^  elected. 

The  oath  of  ofBoe  was  then  administered  to 
the  incumbents  respectively. 

Mr.  Olay't  FTogramne. 

Ur,  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said,  in  compliance 
with  BUggestions  thrown  ont  at  the  last  sitting 
of  the  Senate,  he  had  framed  some  resolutions 
which  he  wotild  submit  for  their  oonaideration. 
Tbe  resolations  were  sent  to  tiia  table,  and 
were  read  aa  fbUows : 

Sttolvtd,  Aa  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that  at  the 
present  session  of  Congren  no  bustneas  on^t  to  be 
transacted  but  such  as,  being  of  in  hnportant  or  or- 
gent  nature,  may  be  supposed  U>  have  influenoed  tbe 
extraordinary  convention  of  Congress,  or  suA  as  that 
the  poetponement  of  it  might  be  malerially  detrimen- 
tal to  the  public  interests. 

Seiclv^  Atrtfort,  Aa  the  oiMon  of  the  Senate, 
That  tbe  followiog  sntjecU  oa^t  Srst,  if  not  exdn- 
nvely,  to  engage  the  ddlbeiatkma  of  Congreia  at  the 
present  session,  via ; 

1.  Tie  repeal  of  the  Sub-Treasury ; 

S.  The  Incorporation  of  a  bank  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  tbe  pe^le,  and  of  the  Qovemment; 

8.  The  proviiiou  of  an  adequate  wvenue  for  the 
Govenuaent  by  the  inpoation  of  duties,  and  includ. 
log  an  authority  to  contract  a  temporary  loan  to 
cover  the  publio  debt  created  by  tbe  last  Admtnistra- 
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6.  Some  inodlficatlon  of  the  bank 
DiBttict  of  Columbu  for  the  bsneflt 
tbe  IMstriiit 

Jttniind,  That  It  It  eipcdleot  \ 
bndnew  proper  to  be  done  at  tbla  aeoum,  oe 
the  Beule  >nd  Honw  of  ReptoentatiTes,  so 
KvtiA  both  HonsM  actiiig  on  the  ame  snl^ect  at  tb« 
■uaetbne. 

Kr.  CiAT  sud  he  did  not  deiirQ  the  action 
of  the  8enat«  npon  them  tt.  tbia  timeL  I 
would  ask  that  they  might  he  printed,  >nd  li 
npon  the  tahle ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Jffietien  and  Septet  to  tht  Mvmorjf  <(f  (hnerat 


a  dictribnte  the 


Kr.  Batabd,  from  the  Select  Oommittae  to 
oondder  and  report  hf  what  token  of  respect 
and  affection  ib  may  be  proper  for  the  tJon^ss 
of  tfle  United  States  to  express  the  deep  scdsl- 
bilitT  of  the  nation  to  the  event  of  the  decease 
of  their  late  President,  IVilliain  Henry  Harri- 
son, made  the  following  report : 

The  nwlancholj  ersnt  of  the  death  of  Willlui 
Hnar  Hamusoh,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
BtalM^  hsTing  oocitned  ditiinK  the  receaa  of  Oom 
and  tba  t<ro  Eoniea  aiming  In  the  general  grici 
detiiiu;  to  Dullest  tbdr  sendbUity  upon  the 
don  oftliat puUia  bereavement;  tiMrefere, 

BttoliHd  tv  lAt  Smalt  aad  Hmm  of  Sepmtnta' 
tivM  ^  Hit  Vmttd  Stattt  of  America  in  Ooturnu 
antntJtd,  That  the  ghain  of  tba  Praddent  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  G^waker  of  the  Boose  of  Bepre- 
■NitrtlTea  be  riwonded  in  blaolc  during  the  reaidas 
ef  the  session ;  and  that  flie  Preddent  ore  tan.  of 
the  Senate,  the  Spealter  <^  the  Bouse  of  Representa- 
titaa,  and  the  memben  and  oSoen  of  Itoth  Honsn, 
wear  the  usual  ba^  of  mDumingfbrddrtjdaT*. 

AtoJMd;  That  the  Preddent  <^  the  United  States 
be  nqneatad  to  tcaaaait  a  eapj  of  " 
to  HiSL  Baanisoa,  and  to  assure  ha 


aaof  OonsmB, 
leral  giici,  and 


id  character,  and  of  Ih^  sincere  condolence 
late  afBloting  dispenaaUmi  of  ProTidence, 

The  leaolaUons  were  read  ■  Srst  and  second 
time  bj  uuniinona  consent,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Stptai  <tfti«  Indspmdent  TrtMuiy  Bill 
Ibt  UU  reported  yeaterdaj  tram  the  Finanoe 
Oomndttee,  to  repeal  the  Bob-TreasnrT  law,  hav- 
ing oome  np  as  the  order  of  the  daf,  it  was  read 
a  seoond  time ;  when 

Ur.  Olay  rose,  and  observed  that  he  had 
onlj  a  word  or  two  to  offer  by  way  of  explana- 
tion OD  the  proviaiona  of  the  bill,  and  on  the 
ooDsaqnences  which  would  result  from  its  pas- 
sage Into  a  law. 

The  flnt  section  oonttuned  the  repeal  of  the 
Bnb-Treasary  act.  Bhonld  that  repeal  take 
place,  the  state  of  the  Treasnry,  or  rather  the 
state  of  the  finaooes  of  the  country,  would  be 
this ;  it  would  be  nnder  the  operation  of  the 
law  at  1TB9  establishii^  the  Treasury  Depvt- 


tMiaCeaa. 

ment ;  imder  the  reaolotiona  of  I8I6  as  to  Uu 
medinm  receivable  in  pqment  of  tits  mbfie 
dnes ;  and  under  the  law  of  1880  wtaUnbfaf 
what  was  familiarly  called  the  pet-hank  ^ri«D ; 
(bat  this  last  law  ICr.  0.  proposed  by  an  imnl- 
menttor^eaL) 

The  second  section  of  the  biU  conttined  lb* 
re-enaotment  of  one  of  the  sections  <rf  ths  «■ 
isting  Sub-Treasnry  law,  with  a  slight  sHmv 
Hon,  adapting  its  provirions  to  the  pnMot 
ohanged  state  of  the  country,  and  centauuDi  a 
new  principle.  Under  the  law  as  it  benn 
Bto«>d,  embezdement  of  the  public  in<m«y  ra 
made  felony ;  but  in  its  practical  ^plicidoe  i 
difficulty  arose.    A  pubho  officer  nt^ected  to 

Eay  over  at  the  proper  time  the  balance  in  liia 
anda ;  a  demand  <^  the  money  was  mads  bf 
Government,  and  the  offioer  ndOaed ;  and  tlia 
qneation  arose  whether,  in  snoh  casa^  the  cSmc 
could  or  oonld  not  be  proaecnted  for  enbeBls- 
ment !  To  obviate  this  difflonl^  heteaftar,  tU 
present  bill  provided  that  the  rejiiaal  of  an  ofi- 
cer  nnder  snoh  demand  shall  be  held  to  bain- 
majaeie  evidence  of  embezilement,  and  nnlw 
the  individoal  shall  be  able  dearly  to  show  tfast 
the  refosal  was  unaccompanied  by  any  onlsv- 
ful  intent,  he  shall  be  sabject  to  all  the  peut 
ties  provided  in  another  part  of  the  bill  agsiHt 
those  who  embcEzle  the  publto  property. 

Ur.  G.  went  on  to  observe  that  should  tb» 
bill  pass  in  its  form  as  reported,  the  mom- 
quenoe  would  be  tiie  revival  of  the  act  of  1  Bit, 
eetablishing  the  State  bank  ayatem.  Be  vp- 
poaed,  however,  there  was  no  di^MwitiaD  m 
any  side  of  the  House  to  revive  that  syitan-t 
system  which  had  been  found  in  praetin  w 
very  inconvenient  and  which  woud  bs  M* 
still  more  to  from  the  changed  circnnutsaM 
of  the  country  and  of  the  baoka.  By  that  liv 
the  Secretary  was  prohibited  from  making  in; 
deposit  of  the  publio  money  in  any  bank  vtieb 
did  not  pay  specue  on  demand,  aiitd  also  in  as; 
bank  ismiing  promissory  notu  tmder  the  d»- 
nomiuation  of  five  dollars;  a  urohibition  vliiclii 
if  enforced  at  tbIa  time,  woola  eicloda  him&<wi 
a  large  m^ority  of  the  banks  of  the  wliols 
conn^.  Mr.  0.  s^d  he  did  not  introdim  i 
section  repealing  the  act  of  I88S,  becaoie  bt 
cherished  the  confident  hope  that  shcold  tlis 
bill  pass  into  a  law,  it  wonld  roeedUr  bs  ftilki<- 
ed  by  another  bill  providing  for  a  Bank  of  tlw 
United  States,  or  for  some  oompetwt  fiKsl 
agent,  snoh  as  should  flimish  to  the  people  tint 
which,  of  all  things,  they  now  wantisd  moat,  s 
sound  and  Tmiform  current^.  It  wi^\  1»^ 
ever,  by  possibility,  happen,  though  ne  com 
scarcely  anticipate  saoh  a  thing  as  In  the  Iwt 
likely  to  occur,  that  no  snch  biU  mi^t  bs  pM>- 
ed,  or,  at  least,  not  (br  a  month  or  six  *e« 
perhaps,  during  which  int«TBl  this  lav  <i  i8S^ 
coming  up  in  revived  force,  might  (^eraleM- 
oeedlngly  to  embarrass  the  Secretary  of  W 
Treasnry  In  conducting  the  fiscal  apuwa<»  « 
the  Oovemment.  With  a  view  to  avoid  bota 
contingencies,  viz.,  uther  of  no  bill's  p*Hh>A  tf 
of  its  passage  being  delayed,  llr.  a  bad  v^ft- 
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«d  m  Bniandineiit  to  oome  in  as  a  third  section 
if  the  bill  in  the  words  following : 

And  i*  U further  maeud,  Thit  ill  of  tho 
Stied  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  depoelta  01  tbe  pablic 
monej,"  whidi  pased  oa  tbe  13d  Juoe,  1B39,  except 
k  131h  and  14th  seotlooa  thereof,  inid  the  act  sap- 
pkmentarjr  thereto,  spproved  iib  Jul;,  ISSB,  en- 
tilled  "  An  act  Bapplemeolarj  to  an  act  to  regiilate 
Oie  depoalta  of  tbe  pnbBo  moaej,"  puMed  SSd  June, 
ISU,  be,  and  tbe  lama  are  hmbj,  repealed :  I'Tn- 
wUii,  niat  tUa  repeal  rinll  not  alfect  or  impair  an; 
McuitiM  which  ma;  hare  been  taken  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  poblio  moneTi  depodted  with  anj  of 
At  beua  in  the  nid  act  mentkwed,  nor  aaj  r«aiedr  ~ ' 
toenferee  the  laid  aecnri^ea  wUdi  tui*e  been, 
ma;  hereafter  be,  pnMecoled. 

By  tbis  section  the  whole  of  tbe  act  of  1886 
woiud  be  repealed,  save  the  two  sections  which 
provide  for  the  deposit  of  the  enrplns  funds  in 
tlM  Treasnrj  with  the  teveral  States ;  this  pro- 
vinoD,  he  presumed,  was  to  be  con»dered  as  of 
a  pmnaoeut  cbaraoter,  and  not  to  be  repealed. 
The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Ur.  OuaoDi)  Mid  that  if  be  bad  rightly  un- 
derstood the  olject  of  the  Senator  in  proposing 
thb  unendmeiit,  it  was  to  ^t  dear  of  certain 
diffionltiea  and  restraints  imposed  upon  the 
Becrelarf,  In  consequence  of  changes  which  had 
lakenplsoeiince  the  passage  of  the  law  of  I83S, 
Certshi  books  which  ooiAd  at  that  time  be 
made  the  depoeitoriee  of  the  public  moneT' 
were,  in  consequence  of  these  ohauges  and  of  the 

Khibltions  in  the  law,  precluded  at  this  time 
D  being  BO  used.  If  this  was  his  object,  he 
might  get  at  it  much  more  easily,  by  simply 
moTiug  to  repeal  no  much  of  the  law  as  oont^- 
ed  those  prohibitiODB.  The  law  bad  been  pass- 
ed under  a  thorough  and  general  conviction 
that  it  was  wrong  to  have  the  entire  Treasury 
mtder  atmolnta  Gxeontive  control,  and  for  the 
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upreia  purpose  of  taking  the  poblic  money 
frnn  under  that  control,  and  facing  It 
the  gnardianshin  of  the  law.    out  now 


:t  under 


prapcxed  to  undo  all  this,  to  retrace  our  steps, 
ud  repeal  the  law.  And  on  what  ground} 
'Why,  tliat  in  a  few  weeks  a  law  would  be  passed 
(stablishing  a  Bank  of  the  United  Btates ;  so 
Ihit,  if  that  expectation  dioald  Ml,  and  no  such 
law  riiould  passj  then  the  entire  pnblic  treasure 
wmild  be  left,  as  it  was  before  tbe  passage  of 
tbe  law  of  ISSe,  under  the  abwlnte  di^osal  of 
tbe  Eieenljve  I 

[Here  Mr,  Olat  gave  signa  of  dissent] 

The  genUeman  shakes  his  head.  Under 
wbat  control,  then,  wUl  it  be  f 

Ur.OuT.    Under  the  Uw  of  ir89. 

Ur.  Oauiodv.  Well,  I  will  go  back  most 
cheerftilly  to  the  law  of  1T89.  If  that  Is  the 
■DMiiing  of  tbe  Senator,  let  him  move  an  amend- 
oMt,  {or  if  not,  I  wUl  do  It,)  declaring  that 
tl»  law  of  1789  is  hereby  revired.  It  declared 
list  tbe  r«T«iiie  shall  be  received  4n  gold  and 
nlver  only,  and  shall  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer 
i^the  United  States. 

Ur.  Out  (aid  he  never  Lad  alhided  to  the 
'"bject  of  a  metallic  medimn,  or  of  any  mannw 


would  be  under  the  law  o 
olntions  of  1816,  and  under  the  law  of  1636, 
unless  that  should  be  repealed.  What  he  meant 
to  say  was,  that  under  the  principles  now  re- 
vived, as  to  the  powers  of  the  President,  the 
act  of  1Y89  would  operate  as  a  complete  secur- 
ity to  the  Treasury  till  a  new  law  ^ould  be 
enacted. 

Mr.  Oalbous  e^d  that,  as  to  that,  tbe  law  of 
1789  was  as  much  in  force  In  1886,  when  the 
law  was  passed  to  rcgTi1at«  the  deposits,  as  it 
was  now ;  and  yet  President  Jackson  himself 
admitted  that  the  public  money  was  left  abso- 
lutely under  Ezecntive  control,  and  that  this 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  continue.  Did 
gentiemen  now  propose  at  one  blow  to  undo 
what  it  has  cost  such  strenuous  efforts  and  so 
much  prolonged  and  eicil«d  discnsaion  to  spee 
upon  I  And  on  what  ground  ?  Simply  because 
a  [lart  of  the  law  of  1836  would,  at  uiis  time^ 
impose  inconvenient  and  embarrassing  reetrio- 
Uons.  Well,  if  that  was  the  case,  why  not  sim- 
ply repeal  so  much  of  the  lew  aa  irapoaed 
these  restrictions.    If  the  Senator  wanted  to 

Kback  to  the  law  of  1789,  It  was  what 
■.  0.  himself  eanteatly  desired.  He  was 
nnwilllog  that  the  TreasurT  should  for  a  single 
day  be  nnder  any  control  hot  that  of  law. 
If  the  Senator  will  not  go  hack  to  the  law  of 
'80,  and  reinstate  it  in  its  full  force  and  effect 
he  p£r.  Oaimow)  hoped  the  act  of  '86  would 
be  left  unintermnted  until  a  better  snhstitnte 
shoald  be  adoptea.  But  his  ot^ect  now  was  to 
record  his  ol^ections  to  the  amendment  as  pro- 
posed ;  and  with  this  view  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  naya. 

And  tbey  were  ordered  by  tbe  Senate. 

Ur.  Oalhohs  would  move  to  amend  Uko 
amendment,  by  striking  ont  all  but  the  enacts 
ing  words,  end  inserting  as  a  suljstitnte  the  fol- 

"  That  so  much  of  the  SIh  section  of  the  act  of  SSd 
June,  18S6,>sproTidealhatno  bank  shall  be  sdeeted 
or  conUuned  as  a  place  of  depodt  of  die  pnbiio 
money,  wUdi  dial],  alter  the  4th  of  Jnly,  1881,  iaaoe 
7  ont  any  note  or  Ull  of  a  lesa  denondiialion 
(S ;  and  that  no  notes  or  tdlta  of  any  bank  be 
reodved  in  payment  of  any  drttt  doe  to  the  United 
StMea  which  shall,  after  the  said  4lh  of  July,  ISM, 
'  we  any  note  or  tJll  of  a  laa  denowlnalton  than  ft, 

;  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  Riv«8  addressed  tbe  Senate.  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  fTom 
Kentucky  would  be  to  ntillify,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  action  of  the  Senate.  The  Bab-Treaniry 
law  bad  in  it  two  features  peculiarly  odious. 
One  was  the  requirement  to  collect  the  revenue 
in  gold  and  silver,  and  the  other  to  place  tbe 
money  thus  collected  in  the  custody  of  Ezeen- 
tive  agents.  But  was  not  the  effect  of  the 
amen^nent  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to 
re-establish  the  Snb-Treasury  law,  at  least  in 
one  of  those  odious  featnres  t    It  gave  the  per- 
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eonul  cuBtodf  of  tbe  pnblio  treasure  to  Execntive 
officers.  Mr.  R.  here  reverted  to  the  objections 
vhioh  had  been  urged  ogtunat  this  state  of 
thiiif^  after  the  removal  of  the  depo^ta,  and 
TVevions  to  the  pasaage  of  the  law  of  1888. 
The  law  of  1T89  was  as  much  in  force  then  aa 
now.  And  where  did  it  place  the  public  treas- 
nret  In  the  castodj  of^the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States.  Aud  who  was  he !  An  Zxecn- 
tive  officer,  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Frendeut  of  the  United  States,  and  exercising 
the  privilege  of  selecting^  according  to  his  own 
disoreUon,  the  depoffltories  where  the  moneys 
were  to  be  placed,  and  when  so  placed,  the^ 
were  held  to  be,  oonstruotivelj,  in  the  custody 
of  the  Treaaniy  itself.  And  what  goarantee 
had  the  country  for  the  safe-keeping  of  funds 
BO  disposed  off  None  hnt  the  Treasnrer's 
bond  of  $160,000.  Who  conld  consider  the 
pablic  funds  safe  under  such  a  secnritj?  Tf 
this  state  of  things  must  recur,  snrelj  there 
would  at  least  be  needed  a  stronger  aecuritj 
than  this. 

Ur.  K.  Insisted  that  the  proper  oonrse  at 
this  time  was  simply  to  repeal  the  Sub-Treasury 
law,  aud  then  atop  till  they  could  agree  upon 
some  one  of  the  several  snbstitutes  which  had 
been  soggeatod.  Of  these,  there  were  at  least 
three  to  choose  out  of :  first,  the  State  banks; 
MOtmiUy,  ft  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea  on  the 
old  plan;  or,  lastly,  a  new  fiscal  agent  For 
his  ovm  part  he  believed  that  the  people  of 
tb»  United  States  would  even  prefer  to  see 
the  public  moneys  keptiu  the  State  banks,  pro- 
Tided  they  were  restricted  to  such  as  paid 
^leoie,  to  having  them  put  under  the  discretion 
4tf  the  Executive.  There  were  many  banks 
which  still  continued  to  redeem  their  notee. 
The  Senator  frcHU  Kentucky  seemed  to  desire 
not  only  to  pat  down  the  Snh-Treasnry  law, 
bnt  by  the  aame  blow  to  proetrate  the  State 
ttaaks,  and  any  other  fiscal  agent;  so  that 
nothing  should  remun  to  be  adopted  bnt  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  hoped  the 
Benator  wonld  consent  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  fh>m  South 
OaroUoa,  and  surrender  the  measure  he  had 
prc^>osed,  and  to  which  there  were  so  many 
senous  otijections. 

Ur.  PaaaTON  add  that  the  only  real  question 
waa  cae  of  time.  All  agreed  that  it  was  proper 
the  pnblio  treasure  should  not  be  left  withont 
the  omtrol  of  law :  and  there  was  but  little 
difference  as  to  a  further  sten,  viz;  whether 
it  sbonld  iKit  be  put  nnder  fartner  control  than 
hj  the  law  of  1T89 ;  for  it  had  been  conceded 
in  the  disonsnons  of  1616,  that  the  state  of  the 
public  moneys  was  not  safe,  though  they  were 
atill  under  the  law  of  1789.  Ue  presumed 
that  if,  whether  then  or  now,  it  was  proposed 
to  re-eoaot  the  naked  law  of  17S9,  there  would 
be  a  general  if  not  universal  objection  to  it. 
The  general  direction  to  a  Treasurer  to  receive 
and  keep  the  pubUo  money  waa  not  a  sufficient 
separation  of  it  from  Executive  control,  so  long 
aa  diat  officer  might  himself  be  removed  by 


the  President.  The  law  of  IBM  had  puMd  bf 
an  unusually  large  m^ori^  :  it  was  p^td  ii 
response  to  calls  from  the  Iieentm:  ud 
though  not  intended  as  a  permanent  proviifoi 
on  the  sutiject,  it  was  at  least  b«tt«r  ttitg(b» 
law  of  lT8d.  Acting  on  the  princtpk*  dm 
avowed,  we  should  proceed  with  greU  cunkHL 
None  of  those  on  his  side  of  tb«  Houat  it- 
tended  to  leave  the  public  treasure  witbagt  At 
gnardianship  of  law.  Yet  they  ou^ttoiwm 
cautiously  and  scmpnlonsly.  Kot  that  lis  be- 
lieved the  State  bank  ^stem  had  bad  a  fd 
and  fair  experiment.  No  system  oooW  hns 
done  otherwise  than  ful  under  soch  ainiMii. 
Yet  he  did  not  concur  with  his  friend  6<n 
North  Oarolino,  that  the  pnblio  funds  ahanld 
remdn  under  Executive  control  for  say  tiM 
at  all.  He  thought  they  ought  not  to  itamt 
one  restraint  till  they  imp<^ed  another  in  iQ 
place:  they  should  not  untie  the  Execotivehisdi 
till  they  bad  another  cord  to  bind  than.  Bt 
conctured  with  those  who  desired  the  Kiml 
of  the  Sub-Treasury  law.  He  had  alvBfi  twa 
onpoaed  to  it.  fie  bad  thooKht  it  b«tlat° 
abide  under  the  law  of  1836,  than  to  rash  iott 
an  untried  and  doubtful  experlmeat.  Hi 
thought  BO  still ;  and  would  rather  go  back  b 
that  law  with  all  its  imperfections  on  iU  bad, 
than  confer  on  the  Executive  the  disoetiatuii 


the  voice  of  the  nation,  that  the  Buh-TRumr 
be  repesled.  He  concurred  with  that  voice; 
and  though  he  should,  for  himself  have  pn- 
ferred  a  repeal  only  of  the  specie  clause,  lesrisi 
the  re^dueof  the  machinery  untonched,heaib- 
mitt«d  to  the  expression  of  the  public  vil 
He  hoped  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Eentnoky  wonld  not  be  IhmIm 
on, 

Ur.  0Ai,HOiT?r  sold  that  It  aeemed  to  him  tbil 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  on  the  hi^ 
road  towards  proving  that  the  Snb-Treasnrr 
law  should  not  be  repealed.  If  it  wa^  eilba 
the  Treasary  most  be  left  unregulated  stto- 
gether,  or  Uie  law  regulating  it  wonld  be  so  S^ 
of  embarrassmeuts  tnat  it  could  notgetslcat 
The  argument  amounted  to  this  :  that  ths  Soh- 
Treaanry  should  be  left  to  stand  till  a  snbsti- 
tute  waa  agreed  upon.  He  (Ur.  C.)  did  imI 
think  the  Senator  from  Kentncky  had  done 
General  Jackson  justice  in  bis  account  of  Ibe 
removal  of  the  deposits.  General  Jackson  ^ 
not  recommend  their  removal  in  the  face  ct 
the  law,  but  on  the  ground  that  there  wasw> 
law  which  obliged  him  to  continue  them  'a 
the  Bank.  The  Senator  from  Kentocky  «* 
not  correct  in  his  facts  when  he  said  thst  the 
banks  throughout  four-fifths  of  the  country  »«« 
non-specie  paying.  The  banks  in  South  Car 
ollna  paid  sp«(de,  so  did  others  in  vsnoo 
Southern  States. 

Mr.  OfcAt,  Oh,  welL  there  may  be  M«p- 
tions,  I  odmit.  What  I  mean  is  the  generil 
prostration  of  the  State  banko. 

Ur.  Oalhouh.    Bnt  did  the  Senator  mess 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DBBATSS  OV  CONGBBSS. 


IrSm] 


JOaeHait^  OJIeen. 


tkit  the  SeerataiT  ihonld  inaka  hi*  deposite  in 
bttki  which  did  not  redeem  their  notes! 
Vif  thkt  the  ot^ect  of  his  amendment  I  If  it 
»u,  let  it  be  avowed — let  the  conatrj  nader- 
■tind  it ;  if  it  was,  Mr.  0.  should  be  ntterl; 
ud  irroconcilablr  opposed  to  it  As  the 
difficoltr  arose  wnoU;  from  the  condition  of 
Ibt  banks,  it  might  be  fullj  met  bj  repealing 
the  objectionable  claose  in  the  law.  It  was 
Hid,  indeed,  that  there  were  other  diffioultiea 
in  other  aectioaa  of  it;  if  so,  let  them  be 
pomtad  oQt  and  removed,  and  let  the  law  stand 
IB  if  the  banks  had  not  snspended. 

Ihe  imendmeDt  of  Hr.  Cumotsx  was  adopted, 
jiai  85,  nays  2S. 

And  the  aoieodment  as  amended  was  r^ect- 
td,  Teas  19  nafs  29. 

nOaSS  OF  KXPBEflSNTAITVZa. 

KoKD^r,  Jane  7. 

The  Hon.  Rkubik  OBirxm,  of  Alabama, 
appeared,  was  qoalified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Hon.  H.  V.  Bnsos,  Bepreeeotative 
elect  fhnn  tbeBtate  of  Fennsjlvania,  vioe  Hon. 
Ekoa  Book,  rerigned,  appeared,  was  qooMed, 
and  took  his  seat. 


UT  BKITATK. 

TcBSDAy,  Jnne  S. 
SepMl  Iff  tha  Iitdepmdmt  Treanry. 
Ur.  Clax  said  that  the  effect  of  the  last  TOte 
TM  to  leave  the  bill  in  the  form  in  which  it 
had  been  reported.  If  it  should  in  this  form 
pt&s  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  become  a 
law,  the  State  bank  sjatem,  as  regulated  in 
1S3E,  wonld  be  revived,  and  continue  in  force 
tmtil  a  aabstitute  sboold  be  adopted  b^  Oon- 
gitaa.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  a  substitnte 
(^  some  deacription  woold  pass;  but  i^  on- 
ibrtnnatel;'.  Congress  should  be  unable  to  agree 
Dptm  any  snbstitate,  whether  In  the  form  of 
a  bank  or  other  fiscal  agent,  then  he  presnmed 
lliit  Oongreaa  would  set  about  disoha^Tng  the 
i'ittj  of  rendering  the  State  bonk  ^rstem  as 
^dent  and  perfect  as  possible.  After  the 
pliant  coarse  pursued  by  the  honorable  Ben- 
tor  from  ICisaissippi,  (Ur.  Valexb,)  he  con- 
sidered it  as  proper  for  him,  also,  to  slate  that 
he  would  vote  for  that  system  under  no 
circomstaaces — none  whatever — none.  He  had 
crer  been  opposed  to  the  plan,  and  would  not 
have  given  his  vote  for  the  law  of  1638,  on  any 
Mher  gronnd  than  that  that  taw  oontuned  the 
prindple  of  a  distribntion  of  the  surplus  fhnd 
tmong  the  States.  Ko,  if  gentlemen  on  the 
other  nde  choose  to  array  themselves  under 
the  bannera  of  sueh  a  miserable  fleet,  he  did  not 
cu«  under  what  Commodore,  he  and  his 
friends  were  ready  to  meet  them  npon  any 
lea,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  enconnter 
»onld  result  In  such  a  victory  as  Perry  had 
■cMeved  on  one  of  onr  great  lakes,  or  the 
brave  HcDonongh  on  another. 


Ur.  Caluodh  would  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentnoky,  that  he  wsa  fight^  against 
an  imo^nary  fia^,  if  he  supposed  that  the  gea- 
tlemeo  on  that  side  of  the  Hoose  meant  to  con- 
tend for  the  State  bank  system.  No.  They 
intended  to  ^  into  battle  under  the  noble  flag 
of  the  Constitutional  Treasury.  He  was  glad 
that  the  Senator  had  been  compelled  to  say,  that 
if  the  Sub-Treaanry  should  be  repealed,  the  law 
of  1836  would  be  enforced.  If  that  law  as  it 
now  stood,  should  In  practice  be  found  imprac- 
ticable, the  difficulty  would  fall  chieSy  on  the 
South  and  South-west. 

Mr,  Olat  said  he  had  never  doubted  that 
the  law  of  18S6  would  revive ;  but,  when  he 
had  Introduced  his  bill  to  repeal  the  Sub-Treas- 
ury, he  hod  given  notice  that  that  was  the 
first  in  a  series,  and  had  avowed  openly,  his 
preference  for  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If, 
then,  the  law  of  IBSS  did  revive  in  its  present 
form,  he  hoped  it  woold  be  bnt  for  a  very 
short  time.  But,  if  otherwise,  it  must  under- 
go a  complete  revision. 

The  bill  was  farther  slightly  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  HDronsov. 

The  amendmenta  were  then  concurred  in  by 
the  Senate,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engroea- 
ed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tub.— HesBm.  Aidier,  Burow,  Bates,  Bayaid, 
BerrieiL  fiaehanan,  Cboate,  OUj  of  Ky.,  Oajtoii, 
Dixon,  Stsob,  Onbsm,  Henderson,  Euotington,  Eer, 
Ihngom,  Merrick,  Killer,  Hoidiead,  Pbdps,  Porter, 
Prentin,  PreMon,  Hives,  Simmons,  Snith  of  Indiaiu, 
Santhwd,  Tallnudge,  White,  Woodbridge— 80. 

Sim. — Heana.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoan,  Clay  of 
AU.,  FnltOQ,  Slug,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith 
nf  Con.,  Toppui,  Walker,  WiUiotu,  Woodbnty, 
Wright,  Tonng— Ifl. 

It  was  then,  on  motion  of  Ur.  WmoHT, 
radered  to  be  printed. 

And  the  Senate  adjoomed. 

HOUBK  07  BEFBXBKITTATTVSS. 

Wbdubshat,  Jnne  9. 
BlteUon  o/Doorieeptr  and  PotlmiuUr. 

The  Honse  now,  in  pursuance  of  the  speoial 
order,  proceeded  to  an  election,  eiea  eoea. 
for  Doorkeeper,  Aasistant  Doorkeeper,  and 
Postmaster. 

Mr.  Folimsbee,  having  reoeived  a  m^jorfly 
of  all  the  votes  given,  was  declared  duly 
elected  Doorkeeper,  and  was  quaUfled  by  tak- 
InRtbe  usual  oath. 

The  Honse  then  Tot«d  fbr  Aasiatant  Door- 
keeper, when 

Mr.  Hunter  having  reoeived  the  hisheflt 
number  of  oU  the  votes  given,  was  declared 
'  dr  elected  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  and  waa 


McCormick  was  unanimously  declared  Post- 
master for  the  present  Congress. 

The  House  now  proceeded  to  an  election  fbr 
ObapltOn. 
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The  Rev.  J.  W.  Fmuh,  having  reoeived  a 
mdority  of  aO  the  Totea  given,  was  declared 
didr  elected  Obaplain  fin-  the  praaeat  Masion 
of  Oongreet. 

IN  8EITATK. 

Fbidat,  June  11. 

Plan  Iff  a  Fiteal  Bai^  <tf  Gu  UnU«d  Slattt. 

The  Ohaib  then  snbinitted  the   followlDg 

commimioatioii  from  the  Becretaij  of  the  Treas- 

nry. 

Jane  IS,  ISll. 
lblitPr**idatle/tht8inaiecfllu  Unittd  Blaiet : 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  (he  direction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, contained  in  tbeir  reaolntloa  of  tlie  1(h  ia- 
ttant,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treuaij  has  prepared, 
and  herewith  enbmiti,  a  plan  of  a  Banic  and  tlecal 

Xn  the  general  plan  and  frame  of  a^d  InttitntloD, 
he  he*  eadeavoted  to  &ee  it  from  the  eenttttudonal 


objection 


which  have  bee 


urged  a 


hetetolbre  eteated  bj  Confraia,  and 
tloaUe,  withoot  ImtMirlng  iti  neefolneM^ 
it  la  iti  detaiia  aninat  the  abnsei  to  which  aDoh 
inetitationa  are  liMile.  And  he  now  respeetfUlj 
■ubmiU  It  to  the  Senate  with  the  hope  that,  In  the 
proceei  of  coneideration  and  enactment,  it  maj  be- 
come, what  he  did  not  presume  to  promise,  but 
which  he  eamestlr  desirea  to  see  la  the  poeseadon 
of  the  nation,  a  Bank  and  Ilscal  Agent,  free  from 
constitutional  objectiotu,  and  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  coDDtrj  and  conrenience  of  the  GoTem- 

It  ia  propoaed  to  Incorponite  a  Bank  In  the  Dla- 
trict  of  CoInmUa,  bj  the  name  of  the  Fiscal  Bank 
of  the  United  SUtet,  having  a  capital  of  tbirtr  mU- 
lion  dollar*,  with  power  to  establish  branchea  or 
offleea  of  discoiiDt  and  deporit  in  the  aeveral  States, 
with  the  aewnt  of  the  States ;  that  tlie  Govemment 
tnbseribe  one4fth  part  of  the  capital ;  and  on  the 
•nppoaltioa  that  it  is  tbe  purpose  of  Congress  bere- 
•fMr  to  direct  that  the  fourtb  instalment,  anpropriat' 
ed  bj  tbe  deposit  act  of  June  23d,  1836,  ihaU  be  paid 
bto  the  treasuries  of  the  several  Sutea,  it  is  also 
ptopoeed  that  a  subscription  to  that  amount  l>e 
made  in  Uie  name  of  the  United  Stales,  for  tlw 
eae  of  tbe  States  respectlTely ;  the  stock  to  be  aa- 
dgned  to,  and  become  the  property  of,  such  States 
as  shall  accept  the  same,  In  tbe  manner  and  tn  tlie 
proportions,  and  subject  to  all  the  condtUoos  pro- 
vided and  imposed  by  that  act. 

And  for  the  amount  of  the  di  ndUions  to  be  sub- 
eeribed  by  tin  United  States  on  their  own  account, 
and  also  for  the  amoont  to  In  subscribed  for  the 


meat  at  any  time  after  flfieen  years. 

Incase  Confreai  should  not  see  fit  to  make  such 
a  provision  as  Is  proposed  for  paying  to  the  States 
the  fourtb  instalment  under  tbe  deposit  act,  it 
may  tte  well  worth  whQe  to  consider  whether  the 
States  might  not  be  permitted  to  take  tbe  slock  of 
the  Bank  aocmdlng  to  their  re^ective  amoont  of 
poMlatlon,  to  the  extent  of  ten  milUons  In  all,  i>- 
iouig  therefbr  itock  of  their  own,  bearing  inch  In- 
terest, and  reimbnisable  at  such  periods  aa  might 


be  preserlbed ;  the  ^vldends  on  Ike  Atns  tk« 
held  by  the  Statea,  reqiectiTely,  to  be  tpiM,ki 
the  first  place,  to  the  payment  of  the  inlmil  ta 
their  slocks ;  with  a  further  provision,  IT  ttxn^ 
neceaiary,  that.  In  caae  the  proceeds  el  Ifae  pmEc 
lands  ahtndd  be  assigned  to  tbe  States,  4ok  pee- 
oeeds  should  be  applied  to  the  reimbBistnattC 
the  principal  of  their  debts,  or  atodus  ntiM  v 
issued  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

In  the  opinion  of  tbe  Seeretary,  It  is  dtainblt 
that  tbe  States  should  be  pennitted  to  take  u  » 
lerest  In  one  of  the  foreg<riiig  modes,  or  sow  Mkc 
mode.  In  tbe  new  in^tatmt ;  bat,  if  Cngrm 
should  tbbk  otherwise,  then  It  la  recoweaiU 
that  the  Oovemmect  of  the  United  States  sab«iib( 
fortenmilllonsof  stock,  leaving  twenty  to  b«^ 
acribed  by  individuals. 

It  is  propoeed  that  tbe  afiiurs  of  tbe  Bask  k 
manageo  by  seven  directors,  two  of  them  to  be  ip- 
pointed  by  tbe  President,  by  and  with  tlie  aMn 
and  consent  of  tbe  Senate,  and  five  to  be  elMcd 
by  the  stockbolders,  at  tbeir  annual  meetbii.  1 
pieaident  to  be  chosen  by  tbe  i£iectote  eel  sltber 
own  bod*, 

niat  Ue  branebe*  be  managed  by  not  nan  Ua 
seven,  nor  less  than  fire  directors,  two  of  tbamW 
be  appointed  by  tbe  StalM  hi  which  the  bfsnifca 
may  be  sitnaled,  if  such  State  be  a  stockholder,  ul 
the  rest  to  be  appomted  by  the  diredon  of  tbt 
Bank. 

It  Is  proposed  that  the  Bank  be  the  fiscal  ({ul  4 
the  Government.  That  the  poUie  moneys  bt  de 
pmdted  In  it ;  and  when  there,  that  they  be  dttvl 
and  taken  to  be  in  the  1>eamry  of  tbe  Umlil 
States,  and  that  the  dspoaits  be  not  remoicd  »• 
oept  by  law,  and  that  the  notes  of  the  sidd  Bidbi 
receivable  in  tbe  payment  of  pnbUo  dace,  ud  liat 
payments  made  by  tbe  Treaaorcr  of  tbe  L'liM 
States  may  be  by  checks  on  said  Bank. 

Tbat  the  said  Bank  recdve  the  fbnds  of  de 
United  States ;  tbat  it  tranamlt  them  ftom  one  {bI 
of  the  Union  to  another,  anddlstributethcaliir  At 
payment  of  pnbiio  creditors,  and  perform  the  dity 
of  neiudon  agent  &ee  of  ehaiget 

ordinary  power  and  privilege*  of  baiUagii- 
insbdng  c<mf<n«d  iipmi)t,snd  tbeoitisiT 


overbenklDg,  exeei 
price  of  stocks  and 


and  to  seeore  the  tnU  boldera  aad  olbet  ereditMSi' 


n  any  year,  th 

«  anerwards 


cent,  per  saiM, 

ide«asBcy.*>^ 


the  eicess  to  be  pessed  K 
of  the  United  States. 

That  the  amount  of  debts  wUdi  It  nay  it  i^ 
time  owe,  shall  not  exceed  twwty  milKoMOwr"' 
above  its  depodla.  That  the  ddMa  atanytia»*s 
to  the  bank  ehaU  not  eioeed  tbe  amonnt  of  its  t0BI 
and  seventy-flea  per  cnt.  thereon ;  end  •»  ™ 
the  amount  of  its  bUl*  in  drculation  dull  ttttm 
three  time*  tlie  amount  of  qtede  in  its  vaults,  m  im« 
loan  shall  be  made. 

That  it  shall  not  deal  to  lay  tUng  eicept  «"( 
bullion,  promissory  notes,  and  inland  bBIs  of  «■ 

That  it  shall  take  no  more  than  riz  per  oisiL  q<B 

That  It  diall  disoonnt  no  promlMOty  Bel^  »d  ^ 
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Hat  m  debt  ib^  beniKwad. 

nvt  U  ahtU  not  al  u  J  Uma  lou  the  Uniwa  SMtaa 
Bon  than  thraa  milUoni  of  dolUn,  nor  anjr  State 
■on  Ibaa  100,000  doUan,  nor  either  for  a  Iodrbt 
[une  thaa  one  bundrad  daf^  unleai  anthoiiied  bj 
It'. 

Hat  It  (hall  ocmtnct  do  debt  for  a  longer  time 

That  it  (hall  iMne  no  not«  of  ■  Ich  denoi^nation 
liiaa  ten  dt^aia. 

That  IbeolEceraoftlu  inatitutioti  Aall  not  bepcr- 
aattcd  to  bwrow  moncj  from,  or  oontiaot  anjr  debt 
tberdn,  In  anj  manner  whalerar ;  a  nolo  «■  Ull  of 
wUch  mch  officer,  ai  maker,  drawer,  endoner,  or 
M<«;itor,tofeibiddentobediBooonled.  TbedIi«(Aor8 
of  the  bnOBfae*  not  to  be  oonddered  offican  within 
tba  ~Ti"'"g  of  thia  pronaion. 

To  pcercnt  or  expoae  anj  frand  w  Indireetion  in 
Ae  man^ieMent  of  the  IntlitQtion ;  10  pieTent,  alio, 
laigB  and  impraper  loana  to  Indifidnalt,  to  ttie  iqjiu? 
of  the  ModUKdders  and  the  poldic^  and  to  prevent, 
Ukewin,  fabe  ImpntaliMia  mien  radi  bregularitlea 
do  not  eiiat,  it  is  piwoeed  ttat  Att  books  of  tin  in- 
•litatMei,  bdndiiiK  wo  accounta  of  all  indiridnali 
tbeRia,beatall  tunea  open  to  the  iuneotlaQ  of  tbe 
Semtuy  of  IbaTnaanrj  of  the  United  Statea;  toa 
(Ommlttaeof  dtberHouae  of  Congreaa;  to  eadiof 
iha  dueetan  of  tba  Bnk,  and  to  a  oonntttee  of  the 
SockboUan,  with  powtr  to  make  pobUe  iibUaoertx 
AertUnkOt. 

ftiaptopoaed  to  proride  that  tbe  branches  riiaU 
BOt  iaua  notes  or  blU«  adapted  to,  and  intended  for, 
drcnlaiiOD;  bat  majr  sell  drafts,  not  leas  in  amotmt 
itn  IRj  doUara,  for  tba  porpase  of  tnnamiariiHi  and 
tutaige. 

That  the  Bank  aball  not  tnspetid  spede-pajment 
-4)ut  it  dkall  not  paj  ont  anj  thing  tmt  coin  or  bul- 
Hm  01  ita  own  notes.  That  tta  eiudence  aa  a  corpo- 
lUiao  coMlnQe  for  twentj  jean— but  that  it  be  al- 
knred  to  sae  Its  conorata  name  ibr  two  fean  longer 
in  Killing  1^1  ita  a^^ra. 

nat  no  other  bank  be  estabUahed  bj  Gongieas 
Mw  th«  exiiteiK*  i4  the  dMvter, 

>dprai{dli«  tiMt  it  ^U  not  be  denned  anln- 
binninMt  of  tb*  priTibMa  panlod  hj  tba  ohaitn, 
if  CMpea*  ahatl  oader  tbe  said  cmporalion  to  plaoe 
•Ccei  of  <Bsoount  and  dmdt  wberevec  the  latoe 
"TliTiiinninnaijfiii  thri  rinlltiUnii,  Bafo4aeping, and 

ill  wlndi  ta  reqwctfnUT  submitted. 

T.  EWINQ, 
Sterttorji  of  ^  Trtatmy. 

Oo  motion  of  Ur,  Olat,  of  Eentookj,  th« 
nport  and  aooomjxmjHng  bill  ms  referred 
to  tb«  Bd«ot  Gommittm  on  the  siibjeot,  and 
1,800  additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tbe  Mil  to  distribnte  the  proceeds  of  the 
ules  of  the  pahlio  lands  among  the  several 
9utea,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
tb  Committee  on  the  Pnblto  I^nds. 


n  ^  Chaplain, 
Tht  Senate  then  proceeded  to  Qie  election 
oCaChapl^;  and 
The  Ker.  SBPTnccs  Tostif  was  elected, 
ib«  8eoit«  then  ■djoamed. 


Bonai  at  bbfrrsektativxs. 

Satdxdat,  Jons  13. 

Ur.  Ohapiuh,  of  Alabama,  introdnoed  his 

oolloagae   Wic,    W.    Patct,    who    was  duly 

qiullfled  and  took  his  seat. 

£q>etU  of  Qa  Indipenditnt  Treatury  Law, 

Mr.  Qbjlhaii,  in  pmsDance  of  notice  here- 
tofore given,  asked  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  to 
repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  Hafe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbnrsement 
of  the  pnblio  revenne" — known  as  the  Inde- 
pendent Treoaarr  Law. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  GsAHAM  moved  a  Bttspennon  of  the 
mlea  prescribing  the  order  of  hnsineea. 

Mr.  FioEENB  said  that  a  bill  had  been  sent 
from  the  Senate  to  the  House  on  the  same 
sabject,  and  witii  the  same  title.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  bringing  It  forward  at  this  time, 
vhile  there  was  already  a  similar  bill  upon  the 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motico 
to  sospend  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negs- 
tive—jeas  M,  nays  189. 

Om»ralBanlmiptLai». 
Mr.  Hsioaa,  of  Maeaaohnsetts,  presented    a 


mitt»e  on  the  Judioiarv,  with  instradioiiB  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
general  bankrupt  law  at  the  present  sesuon  of 
CoDgress. 

Mr.  Andbkws  moved  to  laj  the  petition, 
with  instmotiona,  on  the  table,  and  thereupon 
o^ed  for  the  jeas  and  najw ;  which  were  order- 
ed, but  he  mbeeqiientlr  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr,  Athibton'  demanded  a  division  of  the 

^e  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
branch,  vie,  on  referrlns  the  petition  to  the 
Judioiuy  Oommittee,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  then  being  pat  on  the  second 
branidi,  viz.,  on  inatmcting  the  committee  to 
consider  the  ezpedienof  of  reporting  a  bill,  it 
was  also  decided  In  the  afflrmative— Tea*  98, 
naysBS. 


Mr.  MocTos  appeared  in  his  pliee  In  tbe 
Senate  this  mommg, 

TnuDAT,  Jone  IS. 
EUetion  of  PrinUr. 
Mr.  Ddcoit  aaked  that  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted bj  him,  some  days  (dnoe,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  Printer,  shonld  be  taken  up; 
which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  resolution  was 
read  as  follow* : 

BttolMd,  That  Q»  Senate  will  on  Ttranda;  next 
proceed  to  the  dection  of  Printer;  the  price  to  be 
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paid  to  be  the  nine  u  under  the  leaolution  of  1816, 

deducting  20  per  eenL  therefrom. 
Ur.  D.  then  mo^fied  his  resolotion  bj  Bn1>- 

rtitutbg  "  uow  "  for  "  on  ThoredBy  next." 
Tb«  Senate    then  prooeeded  to  the    third 

biObt,  and  the  following  was  declared  to  be 

the  reaalt ; 
Whole  nnmber        -  -  -  27 

Thomas  AUm  -  •  -       fill 

Mr.  Allen  .  .  .         % 

So  Thomas  Allen,  baring  a  majority  of  the 

whole  nnmber  of  the  Totes,  was  declared  to  be 

dnly  elected. 

BODBE  OF  BEPSKSKNTATITBB. 

TBnxfiDi.1,  Jnne  18. 
Ibmilv  <ifth»laU  Pretidmt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  AnuOj  the  Honse  resolTed 
itself  into  a  Committee  oT  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  lAUi.vxeso,  of  Vir^nla, 
In  the  ehdr,)  on  Qie  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  the  late  VUtiam  Henr^  Hairiaoa; 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 


Stitt 
Mtiva  at  At  UniUd  StaltM  of  A\ 
atetnbUd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaurj  paj, 
out  of  aoT  moner  in  tlie  Treisui?  aot  otbenrise 
Mipropriatui,  to  Mrs.  HanisoD,  vidoir  of  William 
Hecrj  Hairisou,  late  President  of  the  ColtGd  StoUa, 
or  Id  the  event  or  her  death  befbre  papnent,  then  to 
the  legal   representatives  of  the  said  Wm.  Benr? 

Harrison,  the  sum  of . 

The  bill  having  been  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table- 
Mr.  Adams  moTed  to  fill  the  blank  in  tbe  bill 
with  the  som  of  $20,000. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  this  snin,  as  &r  as  he  tinder- 
■tood,  was  in  oorrespondenoe  with  the  prerul- 
in|  seaUment  of  the  joint  committee  raised  on 
this  snUeot,  and  of  which  the  gentleuuut  now 
In  the  oluur  bad  been  a  member.  There  had 
been  some  differanoe  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  tbe  oommittee  as  to  the  snm  which 
it  would  be  proper  to  qipropriate,  and,  also, 
on  the  part  of  one  or  two  gentlemen,  aa  to  Hie 
oonstitnlionality  of  tlis  act  itself  in  any  Bb^>e. 
There  had  been  more  objeo^on  to  the  oonsti- 
tationality  than  there  had  been  as  to  the  sum 
proposed.  So  for  as  there  had  been  any  dis- 
onsnon  in  the  committee,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
general  sense  of  thoee  oompoung  it,  that  soma 
provi^n  onght  to  be  made  for  the  family  of 
the  late  President,  not  in  the  nature  of  a  grant, 
bat  as  an  indemnity  for  actnal  expenses  in- 
curred by  himself  first,  when  a  oandidate  for  the 
Presidency,  It  had  been  observed  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  most  be  known  to  all  members 
of  the  Donse,  that,  in  the  sitoation  in  whioh 
Oen.  Harrison  had  been  placed — far  from  the 
■eat  of  Government,  and  for  eighteen  months 
or  two  years,  while  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
denoy,  exposed  to  a  heavy  burden  of  expense 


which  he  cpnld  not  possibly  avoid— it  mi  u       j 
more  than  eqnitable  that  he  should,  to  i  nuco.       ' 
able  degree,  be  indemnified.    He  hid  bees  thts 
hardened  while  in  oirenmstances  not  optdent;      i 
bat,  on  the  contrary,  it  bad  beeo  ow  gmmd 
on  which  he  had  reodved  so  decided  spnof  rf 
the  people's  favor,  that  through  a  Idue  nnrat      I 
of  pnblie  service  he  remained  poor,  wMdi  «it 
in  itself  a  demonstrative  proof  that  ha  had  k- 
mmed  pare  also.    Sach  had  beeu  his  conditio 
before  leaving  home  to  travel  to  the  Kit  (f 
Government.    After  his  arrival  here,  tie  )ai 
been  exposed  to  another  con^derable  bntda 
of  ezDense,  far  beyond  any  amount  he  bid  n- 
c^vea  from  the  pnblio  purse  during  th«  atxri 
month  he  had  oontinaed  to  be  Prudent.  Si 
decease  had  left  his  family  in  circtmutiEiM 
which  would  be  mnoh  improved  by  this  wl  of 
instioe  done  to  him  by  the  people,  tJiroagh  &« 
Representatives.    The  feeling  was  believed  H 
be  very  general  thronghont  the  countrx,  tid 
withoat  distinction  of  party,  in  favor  of  mA     | 
a  meaaore.    Applications  had  come  fbm  Ai 
most  respectable  sonrces,  and,  among  otkn, 
ttma  the  city  of  Charleston,  a  portion  of  tk 
country  where  the  support  given  to  Gen.  Hb> 
rlfion  as  a  politiaal  candidate  had  not  beu  m 
strong  as  in  many  others :  with  a  msgnsnisdtj 
which  that  city  had  often  manifested,  its  ri&oi 
had  come  forward  and  petitioned  GoDgns9ll« 
this  snm  shonld  be  appropriated  as  sn  iudtv     j 
nity.    There  had,  he  believed,  been  otbtr  »■     { 
titioDs  of  the  same  character  offered  during  tu 
session.    He  would  thank  the  Clerk  b>  Mt     I 
whether  sncb  had  not  been  Uie  caa& 

The  Clerk,  throngh  the  Chair,  rewondd  tt 
the  inquiry,  and  stated  tliat  there  had.  I 

Mr.  A.  said  that  a  gentleman  from  FennfjV 
vania,  near  him,  had  Just  soggested  that  be  bd 
in  his  hands  a  petition  praying  for  a  mo^    i 
larger  grant  than  that  he  hod  moved,  and  whidi 
he  woud  read  when  he  came  to  epeu.  to  Ibcf»    I 
olation.    The  reason  why  Mr,  A.  had  nowj 
to  insert  this  sam  was,  that,  as  fsr  as  bs  cow 
anderstand  what  the  poblio  opinion  mt,  tt>s    ^ 
was  the  sam  which  was  preferred  by  a  grat    i 
portion  of  the  American  people.    A  Isrger « 
smaller  snm  might  be  proposed ;  in  whiefi  esa 
the  qnestion  by  osage  of  the  House  wovM  Isi 
be  pot  on  the  largest  snm. 

The  groands  and  reasons  fbr  this  approf*^    | 
tion  had  been  so  long  and  so  frilly  discossed  m 
the  papers  and  jonmals  of  the  coantry,  that  be 

e«snmed  tiie  minds  of  all  the  members  of  ibc 
onse  were  made  np  in  r^ard  to  it ;  he  sbosU    ■ 
not,  therefore,  add  any  farther  remarta.  | 

Mr.  GoBDOK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  fill  tK 
blank  in  the  resolntion  with  tlie  sum  of  tt,S30. 

Mr.  Dun,  of  Ohio,  Nud  he  was  oppwed  to 
voting  any  sum  whatever.  There  wss  Eome- 
thing  BO  extraordinary  in  the  proportion,  till  | 
the  moment  be  heard  it  he  was  startled  it  w 
views  of  the  mling  party.  Congress  bad  b«B 
convened  for  an  ertraor^nary  poipos^  b*  i 
was  it  for  the  pnrpose  of  granting  relief  to  »> 
heirs  of  General  Harrison  I     Was  it  for  s  pw    i 
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poee  libs  thia  tiiat  tbe  oonntrj  had  called  udod 
UiBm  to  assemble  t  Wu  tbia  hi  be  the  nrst 
Bwisiire  proposed  for  thef r  public  action  !  Ur, 
D.  Mid  he  bad  no  disposition  to  speak  here  of 
tbe  acta  of  the  deoeawd ;  ha  did  not  at  this 
time  deaira  to  review  the  history  of  that  man ; 
ba  vaa  willing  that  in  his  case  the  usual  fat«  of 
HMD  ihonld  be  reversed.  Let  the  evils  he  had 
iate  be  buried  with  his  boaea,  and  let  tbe  good 
odI;  which  he  had  done  for  hia  coantrj  live 
lAtr  him.  Ur.  D.  ehould  set  that  all  aside, 
mtil  some  gentleniui  Bhoold  get  up  and  at- 
t«npt  to  express  a  eologr  upon  the  valor, 
pttnotism,  and  pabllo  woru  of  William  Henrj 
Hirriaon :  ahoold  »ay  tbing  like  fbis  be  at- 
tempted, Mr.  D.  elioald  than  claim  tbe  right  of 
oprBguDg  his  vieira  as  to  the  merits  of  that 
maa  as  a  distinguished  and  illnstrions  patriot. 
Is  the  meanwhue,  be  had  serious  objeotions  to 
this  bill,  and  sooh  as  came  home  to  his  bosom. 
The  pasBBga  of  aoj  enoh  act  was  barred  hj  the 
principlea  of  this  QovemmeQt  aod  the  reatrio- 
tioDS  of  tbe  ooDstitntion.  That  instrument 
vested  Uiem  with  no  aatboritj  to  throw  awa; 
tbe  treasoreof  Uie  oountrjr.  Br  which  of  its 
daoses  was  Oongreea  empowered  to  give  awaj 
the  pablio  monej  gratnitoualj  t  Ha  cared  noth- 
ing K«  precedents.  It  was  «ud  that  Congress 
bad  mode  a  still  latter  grant  to  I^fayette :  but 
Kr.  B.  never  could  find  auv  sound  reason  or 
eoDstitational  principle  which  Justified  them  in 
eonfemng  a  gratuity  upon  any  man.  He  was 
opposed  to  all  grataitiea.  The  j  bad  come  here, 
as  it  was  allied,  to  relieve  tbe  distress  of  the 
OMmbj.  Tee ;  this  "  distress  of  tbe  oountry" 
had  been  rung  in  the  ears  of  the  people  from 
Georgia  to  tbe  Lakee.  Kothing  was  beard 
bom  a  ooiun  set  of  politicians  but  public  dis- 
Inss  and  impending  min ;  and  there  must  be 
a  Billed  meeting  of  Congress  to  seek  out  soma 
mode  to  allaj  the  distress.  Now,  iSr.  D.  most 
Hj  that  in  his  section  of  oouatrT-  there  was  no 
distress  and  no  ruin ;  there  was  no  derange- 
moit  of  tbe  onrrencj  hot  such  as  was  bejond 
Ibe  action  of  this  House  to  remedy.  }Si.  D. 
*is  no  believer  in  these  distresses  of  tbe  dear 
people.  Tlwre  was  no  distress  In  his  district, 
Mid  be  had  come  here,  not  to  make  ^tnities,  bat 
todiseharge  hia  oonstttntionol  duties  according 
to  the  wUTirf  his  constituents.  It  was  not  tbeir 
will  that  any  enoh  bill  as  this  should  pass. 

On  motiiML  the  cmnmittee  roee, 

And  the  House  adorned 


Fbidat,  Jnne  18. 
Tfu  Umilir  of  tie  LaU  Pruident. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ad^ks,  tbe  Honse 
igsia  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  ITnlou,  (Mr.  TjUu- 
nuo  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Un.  Harrison,  widow  of  the  late  President  of 
lb  United  States,  William  Henry  Harrison. 

The  proportion  of  Ur.  Aduis  was  to  fill  the 
Hank  with  $25,000. 


Whioh  motion  Mr.  Goboos,  of  New  York,  had 
heretofore  moved  to  anien^  by  etrOing  ont 
tSO.OOO,  and  inserting  $6,360. 

Mr.  OiLMKB,  of  Virginia,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  had  risen  to  address  the  oommitlM^ 

Mr,  Adams  asked  hie  permission  to  make  a 
statement  Some  inquiry  bad  been  made  yes- 
terday whether  the  late  President  had  received 
any  portion  of  bis  salary,  inasmneh  at  tome 
gentiemeu  were  of  opinion  that.  In  that  case, 
the  amount  so  drawn  should  be  deducted  from 
the  amount  in  the  bilL  Mr.  A.  bad  iaqnired 
in  tbe  proper  quarter,  and  had  ascert^ned  that 
President  Harrison,  at  tbe  time  of  his  death, 
had  not  drawn  a  dollar  of  tbe  salary.  !nie 
usual  practice  was  for  the  President  to  draw 
monthly,  but  Jnst  a  month  had  expired,  and  he 
died  at  the  time  tbe  draft  would  have  been 

Mr.  DiwBOK  inquired  if  there  was  any  law 
which  regulated  the  manner  in  which  the  wJary 
shoold  be  drawn  t 

Mr.  Adims  stud  he  knew  of  none :  the  nsoal 
practice  had  been  to  draw  for  the  Preddutt's 
salary  by  monthly  instalments, 

Mr.  QiLHEB  now  took  the  floor,  and  observed 
that  whan  ba  bad  yesterday  moved  for  tbe 
rising  of  tiia  committee,  he  had  iLot  proposed  to 
bimsblf  to  ocoapy  mnch  of  the  time  of  the  Bonse 
in  debate^  nor  was  snch  his  purpose  at  present. 
With  every  disposition  to  vote  for  this  bill,  he 
bad  then  felt,  and  he  still  felt,  himself  nnable 
to  give  it  bis  sanction,  and  that  for  reasons 
which  had  bean  advanced  by  mauy  of  the  adr 
vocates  iu  its  favor.  This  was  not  a  place  to 
indolge  feeling  and  sympatby:  if  it  were,  he 
presumed  t^ere  would  be  but  one  sentiment 
throughout  that  Eoose  and  throughout  the 
conntry,  and  that  woold  be  in  favor  of  the 
biU.  If  tbls  were  an  act  of  generouty,  if  the 
object  were  to  vote  a  bounty,  a  gratuity,  to  the 
widow  or  relatives  of  the  late  President,  it 
seemed  to  Mr.  G.  that  they  on^bt  not  to  vote 
it  in  tbe  representative  capacity,  out  of  the 
public  funds,  but  privatety  from  their  own  per- 
sonal resonroes.  They  had  no  right  to  be  gen- 
erous with  the  money  of  the  people,  Gentie- 
man  might  bestow  as  much  ont  of  th^r  own 
pnrses  as  they  pleased ;  but  they  were  here  as 
trustees  for  tbe  property  of  others,  and  no  pub- 
lic agent  was  at  liberty  to  disregard  tbe  trust 
confided  to  him  nnder  the  theory  of  our  Qov- 
enunent.  It  was  quite  needless  here  to  attempt 
a  eulogy  on  tbe  obarooter  of  tbe  illustrious 
dead:  Alstory  has  done,  and  would  hereafter 
do,  amplejusUce  to  the  dvil  and  military  char- 
acter of  William  Henry  Harrison.  Tbe  resnlt 
of  tbe  recent  election,  a  resnlt  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  tliis  oountry,  nwke  tbe  sentiment 
of  the  nation  in  regard  t»  his  merits,  while  the 
drapery  of  death  which  shrouded  the  lej^sl»- 
tive  h^Is,  the  genn^  doom  whiob  overspread 
tbe  nation,  spoke  that  sentiment  In  aooMiti 
monrnfolly  impresrive.  Bat  those  rh^nodlea 
in  which  gentlemen  had  indulged,  ml^t,  he 
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thougbt,  better  be  defeired  for  some  fourth  of 
Jnljorsaoi),or&t  least  reserved  for  other  thea- 
tns  than  thia.    Thej  had  come  np  here  not  to  be 

Sinerona,  battobejaat.  Hisoqeot  nowwu  to 
qnire  whether  thej  conld  not  plaoe  thia  bill 
on  the  baaia  of  Indisputable  Jnatiee,  so  that  it 
might  not  be  oarried  hj  e  mere  partial  vote,  bat 
might  oondliate  the  anpport  of  gentlemen  of  all 
parties,  and  from  every  qnarter  of  the  Union. 
He  wished,  if  possible,  to  see  the  whole  Hoose 
united,  ao  as  to  give  to  titeir  act  the  undivided 
weight  of  pnblie  aentiinent.  Ur.  Q.  said  be 
cohm  not  bow  to  the  antiiori^  of  precedent ; 
he  dundd  ever  aet  nndw  the  light  of  the  oir- 
onmstanoes  whieb  sorronnded  htm.  Bis  wish 
was,  not  to  ftimisb  an  evil  precedent  to  others 
by  his  example.  He  thought  the  Honse  in 
some  danger  of  setting  one  of  tbat  cbaraoter ; 
a  precedent  whioh  might  hereafler  1>e  strained 
and  tortured  to  apply  to  coses  of  a  very  differ- 
ent kind,  and  otileots  of  a  widely  different  cbar- 
aoter. He  called  npon  the  advocates  of  ^le  biU 
to  enable  all  the  members  of  the  Honse,  or  as 
nearly  all  aa  was  practicable,  (for,  after  what 
had  transpired  yeeterday,  he  confessed  bis  de- 
Bp^  of  sedtig  the  Honse  entirely  imited,)  to 
agree  in  voting  for  the  bUl. 

The  Honae  concurred  with  the  oommittee. 

And  the  qnestion  being  on  ottering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  wnj.iAMB,  of  Maryland,  moved  ita  re- 
eommitmeat,  with  instmctions  to  strike  oat 
{20,000,  and  insert  one  qnart«r's  Bslary. 

Mr.  FiixMOBB  moved  the  previona  qnostion, 
and  there  was  a  second. 

[This  cnt  off  the  motion  to  recommit,  and 
brongbt  the  House  directly  to  a  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bilL] 

And  (after  some  conversation)  the  main  qnes- 
tjon  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Ur.  Wbuxb  asked  tlio  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

And  the  mam  qneation  "  Bhall  tills  bill  pass  %  " 
was  taken  and  decided  in  the  affinnative — yeas 
123,  naya  66. 

8o  the  Ull  was  passed. 


SatukdJiT,  Jnne  19. 

National  Bank. 

Mr.  HiniT,  of  Kew  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolatioa : 

Bttalttd,  Hut  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Cur- 
rency be  directed  to  inquire  bito  the  expedioiey  of 
wtabliahing  a  Nstloiul  Buk  <m  the  fbUowit^  pl^ 


umtwuuiu  wei«  maue. 
plan  accompanying  Ute  r 
and  oUeoted  to. 

Kr.  Giuhb  moved  to 


resolnljon  was  cdled  for 
lay  QkC  reaolntioii,  etc, 


IM  fiSirATK 

MoHDAT,  June  21. 

FiseaiBankoftlie  Uhittdaatm. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Eentncky,  from  the  BelectCom- 

mtttee  on  the  Cnrrenoy.  reported  a  biD  toimot- 

S>rate  tlie  snbecribers  to  the  Ffscal  Butkcit  b 
cited  States,  and  sud  he  was  Instnctd  Id 
make  a  written  report  Hemevedthattheia 
have  ita  first  reading  by  ito  title,  tbit  H  In 
made  the  order  of  the  day  fivTednesd^neK, 
and  that  tlie  bill  and  rmort  be  printtd,  viA 
fifteen  httndred  extraoopiee,  fhroienMof  dw 
Swiate.  ' 

Several  Benatora  haring  deaiied  that  the  !> 
port  might  ht  read — 

Mr.  Olat  said  as  it  was  prineipiDy  in  la 
handwriting,  with  the  leave  of  the  Senile, )« 
wonld  read  it  himself. 

Jfn..ffarrMm'f£tU. 

TTie  bill  appropriating  (8(1,000  for  the  nM 
of  the  widow  of  Oeneral  William  Henry  Hirri- 
son,  was  taken  np  as  in  Oommittee  of  dx 
Whole. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Hf.  Bn- 
AKD,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Touio, 

Mr.  BsmoM  said  he  was  opposed  to  thii  H 
— opposed  to  it  on  high  constitntiona!  gromd^ 
and  upon  groonds  of  high  national  policy— ml 
wonld  not  safier  it  to  be  carried  throng  the 
Senate  without  making  the  resistaooe  to  H 
which  ought  to  be  made  against  a  new,  dm- 
gerons,  and  nnconstitntional  measure. 

It  was  a  bill  to  make  a  grant  of  nontj-' 
tweni^-five  thousand  dollars — out  of  the  c<m- 
mon  Treasury,  to  the  widow  of  a  gentlcmu  «ht 
had  died  in  a  civil  office,  that  of  President  d 
the  United  States ;  and  vaa  the  < 


of  that  system  of  civil  pensions  and  sapport  (ii 
families  which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jftta- 
SOD,  has  divided  England,  and  other  Europe*! 
countries,  into  two  daases — the  tax  payers  ai 
the  tax  consumers— and  which  wads  tb«  l*ba^ 
log  man  suppo-lees  to  bed. 

It  is  a  new  ease— tbe  first  of  the  kind  cpM 
our  statute  book — and  should  have  been  accom- 
panied by  a  report  from  a  committee,  or  pw- 
ceded  by  a  preamble  to  the  btn,  or  inte^ert«d 
with  a  declaration,  showing  tbe  reasM  ft« 
which  this  grant  is  made.  It  is  a  new  trnt, 
and  should  have  carried  Its  InsCfieation  ilmg 
with  it.  But  nothing  of  this  is  done.  Then  ii 
no  report  from  a  committee — from  the  two 
oommitlaea  in  Cwt — which  sKt  upon  the  «» 
Tliere  is  no  preamble  to  it,  settmg  Ibrth  the 
reason  for  the  grant  There  is  no  dedsnttoe 
in  the  body  of  the  bill,  showing  tlie  reason  *h} 
this  money  is  voted  to  thia  lady.  It  i>  amp^ 
a  bill  granting  to  Mrs.  HarriscHi,  widow  a 
William  H.  Harrison,  late  Pteridenl  of  tht 
TJnited  States,  the  sum  of  )BS,000.  Vow,  iH 
this  is  wrong,  and  oontrai?  to  naifiamraUiT 
practice.  Keason  tells  us  there  dtonld  be  s  re- 
port fi^na  a  committee  in  sneh  a  case.  I"  ft^ 
we  have  reports  every  day  in  eveiycas^  do 
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nitter  how  inooiuider&ble,  wfaicL  «ven  pays  a 
Bull  BUD  of  mouer  b>  an  iridividiiHl.    It  ii  oar 
diQj  practioe,  and  jet  two  committeea  liftTe 
ihrnnk  from  that  praotice  in  this  nair  and  im- 
porUnt  caaa.    The/  would  not  make  a  report, 
thon^  JOged  to  do  it,    I  speak  advlaedly,  fi>r 
J  via  of  the  oommittee,  and  know  what  was 
done.    No  report  oonld  M  obtained ;  and  wh^  I 
iMuue  it  waa  diffloolt,  if  not  impoanble|  for 
inj  commiitee  to  agree  n^oa  a  reuon  which 
would  latiflfj  iho  ocMiatitaition,  and  aati^  pub- 
^     Ec  polbc;,  for  "iniring  this  grant.    Oentlemen 
cook  agree  to  give  the  money— thef  oo<dd 
igiw  to  Tote — bat  they  oonld  not  anee  i^on 
^    UL«reasonwbich«B«tobelefti)pontti6r(»M»d 
HijnstifioatuHifbr  the  gift  and  ui«ToC«.    Be- 
ing no  report,  the  ueoeMity  became  qiparent' 
ioT  ■  preamble;    bat  we  have  none  oi  that. 
And,  worse  than  all,  in  the  absence  of  report 
•id  [veamble,  the  bill  itaelf  is  silent  on  the 
motire  of  the  grant.    It  does  not  contun  the 
wul  clanse  in  moaej  bills  to  indindoalB,  stat- 
,   ing,  Id  a  few  words,  for  what  reason  the  grant 
:    IX  pajment  is  made.    All  this  is  wrong ;  and  I 
point  it  oat  now,  both  as  an  argoment  against 
,    the  bill,  and  ta  a  reason  for  having  it  recom- 
.  mitted,  end  retnraed  with  a  report  or  a  pre- 
amble, or  a  declaratory  olaose. 
Ve  wiTe  told  at  the  last  sesuon  that  a  nev 

-  ut  of  books  were  to  be  opened— that  the  new 
Administration  wonld  close  np  the  old  books, 

-  and  open  new  ones;  and  truly  we  find  it  to  he 
'    the  caae.    New  books  of  all  kinds  are  opened, 

as  foreign  to  the  consUtation  and  policy  of  the 
oomitry,  as  they  are  to  the  former  praotioe  of 
tbe  QoYenanent,  and  to  the  late  prtKfessiona  of 
tbwe  new  patriota.  Uany  new  books  are  open- 
ed, Mme  by  £x«cntdTe  and  some  by  Legialative 
nthority ;  and  amon^  them  ia  this  porteutooa 
Telmne  of  civil  pension^  and  national  rectxn- 
F«iiKf,  for  tlie  rapport  of  EiinUiee.  MUltary 
P«Juions  we  bare  alw^a  had,  and  they  ara 
famuled  apoa  a  i>riiMi[Je  which  the  mind  can  nn- 
dnataod,  tbe  tmisae  oaa  t«lL  the  eoutitation 
can  reeagnice,  and  public  policy  can  q)proTe. 
Tbej  are  founded  npon  tbe  principle  of  personal 

-  itoger  and  snffering  in  the  cause  of  the  oonn- 
frj— npon  the  loaa  of  life  or  limb  in  war.  This 
ii  reuonable.  The  man  who  goes  forth,  in  bis 
cciutry's  cause,  to  be  shot  at  for  seven  dollars 
t  month,  or  for  forty  dollars  a  month,  or  even 
for  one  or  two  hondred,  and  gets  his  bead  or 
his  limbe  knocked  o9^  is  in  a  very  diSerant 
cue  &am  bim  who  serves  tbe  same  oonntry  at 
1  desk  or  a  taUe,  with  a  qoill  or  a  book  in  bis 
baod,  who  may  quit  his  place  when  he  sees  the 
enemy  coming,  and  baa  no  oooasion  to  die  ez- 
eept  in  hia  tranqidl  and  peaoefiil  bed.  The 
cue  of  the  two  olaaaea  ia  wholly  di&rent,  and 
Qm  tu  the  laws  of  our  ooonlry  have  reoog- 
uied  and  maintained  the  differeoce.  Military 
Ifi^ns  have  been  granted  fh«a  the  foonda- 
tuntof  the  GoTernmant— tivil  peorions,  never; 
ud  now,  for  tbe  first  tim&  tbe  attempt  ia  to 
H  made  to  grant  Uiem.  A  grant  of  money  is 
to  be  made  to  tbe  widow  of  a  gentleman  who 


has  not  been  in  the  army  fbr  near  thirty  years 
— who  ha^  sinoe  that  time,  been  mnch  employ* 
ed  in  civil  service,  and  has  lately  died  in  a  civil 
office.  A  pension,  or  a  grant  of  a  gross  sum 
of  money,  under  such  drcnmstanoes,  ia  a  new 
proceeding  under  onr  Oovemment,  and  which 
finds  no  warrant  in  the  constitution,  and  is  ut- 
terly condemned  by  high  oonsiderations  of  pub- 
lic jwlioy. 

The  Federal  Oonstitotion  differs  in  its  nature 
— and  differs  fundamentally,  from  Qiose  of  tbe 
States.  The  Btatea,  being  orlpnal  sovereign- 
tiea,  may  do  what  they  are  not  prohiUled  from 
dcHng;  tbe  Federal  Government  being  deriva- 
tive, md  carved  ont  of  tbe  State*,  is  like  a  cor- 
poration, the  creature  of  the  act  wlucb  creates 
it,  and  can  only  do  what  It  can  show  a  grant 
for  doing.  Now  the  moneyed  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  oonUuned  In  a  grant 
from  tbe  Statoa,  and  that  grant  aathoriMs 
money  to  be  raised  either  by  loans,  dutdea,  or 
taxes,  for  tbe  purpose  of  paying  tbe  debts,  eup- 
porting  the  Government,  and  providing  for  the 
common  defence  of  the  Union.  These  are  the 
objects  to  which  money  may  be  applied,  and 
this  grant  to  Ura.  Hanisoa  can  come  within 
neither  of  them. 

But,  gentlemen  say  this  la  no  penuon— it  is 
not  an  annual  payment,  bat  a  payment  In  hand. 
I  8By  BO,  too,  and  that  it  is  so  rauoh  the  more 


nates  in  a  reasonable  time,  usually  five  years, 
and  at  most  for  life.  A  pension  granted  to 
Ura.  Harrison,  on  this  principle,  oomd  amount 
to  no  great  sum — to  a  mere  fraction,  at  most, 
of  theae  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.    It  is  not 


present— an 

objeotionablefor  bdng  so.  Nuther  our  consti- 
toticm,  nor  the  genius  of  onr  Government,  admits 
of  anch  beneutctions.  National  reoc»npenseB 
are  high  rewards,  and  require  express  pow- 
ers to  grant  them  m  every  limited  Government 
The  French  Oonsular  Constitntiou  of  the  year 
17119,  authorized  such  recompenses;  onrsdoes 
not,  and  it  baa  not  yet  been  attempted  even  in 
mihtary  cases.  We  have  not  yet  voted  a  for- 
tune to  an  officer's  or  a  soldier's  family,  to  lift 
them  fit)m  poverty  to  wealth.  These  recom- 
penses are  worse  than  pensions :  they  are  equal- 
ly unfounded  in  tbe  constitution,  and  more  in- 
oqiable  of  being  governed  by  auy  rule,  and 
more  susceptible  of  grvat  and  dangerous  abnse. 
We  have  no  role  to  go  by  in  fixing  tbe  amount. 
Eveiy  one  goes  by  feeling— by  his  personal  or 
political  feeing— or  by  a  cry  got  np  at  home^ 
and  sent  here  to  act  upon  bbn.  Hence  the  di- 
versity of  the  opinions  as  to  the  proper  sum  to 
be  given.  Some  gentlemen  are  for  tbe  amount 
in  uio  bill ;  some  are  for  double  tbat  amount ; 
and  some  are  for  nothing.  This  diversity  itself 
is  an  aigument  agunst  Uie  meaaure.  It  shows 
that  it  has  no  natural  foundation — notiiingto 
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rest  apon — Dothing  to  go  bf ;  no  role,  do 
meBBore,  no  BtandanL  hj  waich  to  compote 
or  compare  it.  It  is  all  gaeaa  work — the  work 
of  the  passions  or  polioj— of  faction  or  of  partr. 
B7  our  codstitatlon,  the  persuna  who  fill 
offices  are  to  receive  ft  oompeosation  for  their 
eervioes ;  uid,  ta  maitf  casaa,  thia  oompenBatJoQ 
Is  neither  to  be  increased  nor  diminiahed  during 
the  period  for  which  the  person  shall  bare  been 
elected;  and  in  some  there  is  a  prohibition 
agwnst  reoeiTine  presents  either  from  foreign 
States,  or  from  flie  United  States,  or  from  the 
States  of  the  Union.  The  office  of  President 
oomes  under  all  these  restrictions,  and  shows 
how  Jealous  t^e  framers  of  the  oonstitation 
were  of  an^  inonejed  inQoenee  being  bronght 
to  bear  npon  the  Chief  Ma^atrato  of  ttie  Union. 
All  these  limitations  are  for  obvions  and  wise 
reasons.  The  Prealdent's  salary  is  not  to  be 
diminished  daring  the  time  for  which  he  was 
elected,  leat  hia  enemies,  if  thej-  get  the  npper 
hand  of  him  in  Oongress,  should  deprive  nim 
of  his  sapport,  and  starve  him  ont  of  office.  Jt 
Lb  not  to  be  inoreased,  lest  his  friends,  if  they 
get  the  npper  hand,  should  enrich  him  at  the 
public  expense ;  and  he  is  not  to  receive  "  any 
other  emolument,"  lest  the  provimon  against  an 
borease  of  salary  shonld  be  evsdea  by  the 
grant  of  gross  snms.  These  are  the  constitn- 
tional  proTJsionB ;  bnt  to  what  effect  are  they 
if  the  sama  can  be  granted  to  the  officer's  family 
which  cannot  be  granted  to  himself! — if  hu 
widow — his  wife— hia  children  can  receive 
what  he  cannot?  In  this  case,  the  term  fur 
which  General  Harrison  was  elected,  is  not  ont. 
It  hsB  not  expired ;  and  Congress  cannot  toacfa 
his  salary,  or  bestow  npon  hitn  or  hts,  any 
emolument,  withoat  a  breach  of  the  consljtn- 

Tt  ta  in  VBiQ  to  took  to  general  olanses  of  the 

oonstitotion.  Beeidw  the  seneral  spirit  of  the 
instrument,  there  is  a  specific  clause  upon  the 
subject  of  the  President's  salary  and  emolu- 
ments. It  forbids  to  liim  any  compensation, 
except  at  stated  times,  for  servioes  rendered ;  it 
forbids  increase  or  diminution ;  and  it  forbids 
all  emolnment.  To  ^ve  salary  or  emolument 
to  his  family,  is  a  mere  evasion  of  this  clause. 
His  family  is  himself — so  far  as  property  la  con- 
cerned, a  man's  family  is  himself.  And  many 
persous  would  prefer  to  have  money  or  property 
conveyed  to  his  family,  or  some  member  of  it, 
because  it  would  then  receive  the  destination 
which  his  will  wonld  give  it,  and  wonld  be  free 
from  the  daima  or  oontingendes  to  which  his 
own  property— that  in  hia  own  name — wonld 
bo  snbjeot. 

There  la  nothing  in  the  constitution  to  war- 
rant this  proceeding,  and  there  is  much  in  it  to 
condemn  it.  It  is  condemned  by  aU  the  clauses 
which  relate  to  the  levy  and  the  application  of 
money ;  and  it  is  specially  oondemned  by  the 
precise  clause  which  regnJatea  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  President,  and  which  clause  wonld 
oontn^  any  other  part  of  the  canaldtation 
whieh  mi^t  come  la  conflict  with  it. 
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Condemned  upon  the  conatitatioDsl  te«,  Imw 
stands  this  bill  on  the  qoestion  of  poliej  ud 
expediency  t  It  Is  condenmed—ntMj  <xb- 
demned,  and  reprobated  upon  thatt«stl 

The  view  which  I  have  already  jntatti  et 
the  difference  between  milUary  and  dnl  Mr- 
vices,  (and  I  always  include  the  navsl  wIkii  I 
speak  of  the  military,)  shows  that  tits  fonKr 
are  proper  subjects  for  pensions — the  UOetDOt. 
The  very  nature  of  the  service  makes  tlie  &■ 
ference.  Differing  In  principle,  as  the  mi!it»T 
and  civil  pensions  do,  they  differ  quite  u  wA 
when  you  come  to  details,  and  underiake  to  wt' 
minister  the  two'classes  ck  rewards.  The  bM- 
tary  has  BomethinK  to  goby — some  limit  tell— 
and  provides  for  classes  of  individnals— notftt 
famitlesorforlndividuals — onebyone.  Thcaiti 
subject  to  groat  abuse,  yet  theroititaiypetiRini 
have  some  limit — some  boundary— to  Ibdr 
amount  placed  upon  them.  They  are  liiaiM 
at  least  to  the  amonnt  of  anniea,  and  ths  nm- 
her  of  wars.  Our  armies  are  small,  and  on 
wars  few,  and  far  between.  'WehavehadliK 
two  with  a  civilized  power  in  sixty  years.  Oar 
navy,  also,  is  limited ;  and,  compared  to  fl* 
mass  of  the  population,  the  army  sod  tn; 
must  bealwayssmall.  Confined  to  their  props 
anbiecta,  and  military  and  naval  pensiembtn 
limits  and  bonndariee  which  confine  them  vri^ 
in  some  bonnda ;  and  then  the  law  is  the  me 
for  all  persons  of  the  same  rank.  The  iriliUi; 
and  naval  pen^oners  are  not  provided  for  infi' 
vidnslly,  and  therefore  do  not  become  afnbiKl 
of  favoritism,  of  partyjor  of  fiiotion.  Hct* 
with  civil  pennons.  There  la  no  limit  Df<B 
them.  They  may  apply  to  the  &inily  of  era; 
person  civilly  employed — that  is,  to  itnM 
everybody — and  this  without  intwmierioii  rf 
time ;  for  civil  services  go  on  in  peace  and  «ir, 
and  the  daims  for  them  will  be  etensl  wtei 
one*  begun.  Then  again  civil  pensions  nd 
grants  of  money  are  given  individusll;,  Bd 
not  by  dasses,  and  every  case  is  govenwdtj 
the  feeling  of  the  moment,  and  the  predooi- 
nonce  of  Uie  party  to  which  the  individnil  bfr 
longed.  Every  case  is  the  aport  of  pirtT.  i^ 
feotion,  of  favoritism,  and  of  feelii^  «kW 
and  got  np  for  the  oocaaion.  Thuj  it  is  la  Sar 
land,  and  thus  it  will  be  here.  The  H)^ 
civil  pension  list  is  dreadfiil,  both  fbr  the  mn^ 
paid,  and  the  nature  of  the  services  rewardfd; 
but  it  required  centuries  for  England  to  no* 
her  system.  Are  we  to  be^  it  in  tlw  bkI 
half  century  of  our  existence  f 

Mr.  B.  Bwd  he  meant  to  exempli^  ths  ^ 
of  thia  system  of  dvil  pcnaionB,  by  »h«i«S 
what  it  had  produced  in  England— thtt  roiiij 
try  from  which  we  are  so  prompt  to  fcDo»  w 
that  is  bad,  and  so  slow  to  follow  the  Uttis  tiiil 
is  good.  He  had  a  volume  of  the  ^^'H'P^ 
aion  and  place  list  in  his  hand,  ftom  vbin" 
proposed  to  read  a  few  Items,  by  way  t**^ 
ing  the  working  of  the  system,  and  As  p** 
to  which  it  had  arrived  in  England,  snd  » 
which  it  most  arrive  here,  If  wo  onee  pWj 
the  tUal  buslMSS  of  proriding  fcr  flonilKi  «» 
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oftbepoblio  Trewor^.  The  form  which  that 
iboM  takes  is  threefold :  let.  The  creation  of 
tumeoewarj  offices,  with  inordimte  Bslaries,  for 
tba  mere  pnrpoM  of  giving  support  to  the  in- 
eambeCtg.  3a]y,  Grants  of  moner  or  property, 
in  gross  nuns,  out  of  the  Treasnrf ,  to  lift  them 
from  porertir  ^  wealth.  Bdlj,  Annual  pen- 
fiona  nom  generation  to  geDeretion,  to  enable 
them  to  live  on  the  labor  of  the  community, 
iutead  of  their  own.  Of  each  of  these  three 
^lecies  of  abosea,  the  English  civil  pennon  list 
^orda  the  most  abundant  spedmens;  and  be 
Tould  read  &  few  of  them  bv  way  of  laniple. 
The  gnma  were  alwaj^a  stated  in  pounds  ster- 
ling, which  were  readily  converted  into  our 
curreDc;  by  multiplying  br  five.  In  reading 
the  inataoceo,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  take  the 
UBON  which  were  best  known  in  tbia  countrj', 
by  which  the  Senate  woold  the  t>etter  under- 
■Land  the  nature  of  the  serrioes  which  were  re- 
irarded.  Hr.  B.  here  read  a  list  of  pensiona 
paid  by  the  Britiab  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  thia  was  a  specimen  of  the  length 
to  which  the  bnainesH  of  providing  for  ftmilies 
had  gone  in  England ;  ana,  if  commenced  here, 
it  will  ran  the  aama  length,  raction,  party, 
and  favoritism  are  the  same  everywhere,  and 
novhera  mn  to  greater  eiceases  than  In  re- 
publics. Uaasea  of  men  will  do  what  no  man 
Bingly  will  do.  Masaea  will  give  tens  and  hnn- 
dieos  of  thousands  where  a  single  individual 
would  have  given  but  uoits.  We  start  here 
with  giving  twenty-five  tkonsond  dollara  de- 
ducting the  two  thousand  pud ;  and  several  are 
for  doubling — some  for  qaadmpling — that  som. 
Sut,  take  it  at  $3S,000,  and  it  is  a  targe  sum  to 
be  presented  to  a  lady  to  whom  the  Qovem- 
Dwnt  owes  not  a  cent !  It  is  a  large  sum  at  any 
time,  and  especially  at  tbe  present  time,  when 
the  distresa  orators  have  resumed  their  old  oo- 
cnpation,  and  ntter  their  lugubrious  cries  of 
oationol  distress  to  cover  their  new  projects  of 
loans  and  taxes.  Loans  and  tazea  are  called 
tor  with  one  breath,  and  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  is  squandered  with  another;  and  a 
^ttem  of  national  recompenses  and  dvil  pen- 
nons commences  in  the  era  of  reform  and  econ- 
orav,  with  a  grant  of  (3G,000  where  not  a  cent 
is  d&e  I  and  Uiis  brings  me  to  the  motive,  or 
reason,  for  thia  large  donation, 

Tbe  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  in  this  case, 
bat  in  vuo.  It  has  no  precedent,  but  will  form 
a  dreadful  one.  And  here  let  me  repeat  tbe 
wotda  of  a  wise  man  with  respect  to  these  pre- 
wdents.  I  speak  of  Mr.  Macon,  and  of  what  I 
have  often  heard  him  say.  It  was  this :  That 
there  was  no  equality  in  the  use  of  precedents ; 
Uut  good  ones  stood  for  nothing,  and  the  bad 
were  followed ;  that  any  number  of  decisions  in 
favor  of  the  constitution  fixed  nothing  in  its 
behalf^  while  one  decision  against  it  was  a  pre- 
cedent forever  to  be  followed.  These  ore  the 
words  of  wisdom,  and  would  have  a  oomplete 
application  in  this  case,  if  there  had  ever  been 
one  decision  against  the  constitution  on  this 
point ;  but  there  has  yet  been  none.    We  have 


yet  to  set  the  example  of  committing  thu  out- 
rage upon  the  oonstltntion,  giving  it  thia  dead- 
ly wound  in  a  new  place.  Our  Oovemment 
has  been  in  operation  flfty-two  yean,  and  no 
civil  pendon,  no  national  recompense,  no  grant 
of  money  out  of  the  Federal  Treasury,  baa  been 
made  as  a  present  to  a  man  or  his  family  for 
civil  servicoa.  That,  of  itself  is  the  decision 
of  fifty-two  yeara  in  favor  of  the  constitution. 
A  great  many  applioationa  have  been  made  to 
Oongrees  for  grants  of  money  to  distressed  fam- 
ilies, whose  heads  had  rendered  service  to  the 
State ;  they  have  all  been  refused.  These  are 
so  many  decisions  again  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution. Bnt  they  all  stand  ftir  nothing;  and 
finding  no  decision  in  point  to  stand  for  a  pr&. 
cedent  in  this  case,  tbe  fHends  of  the  bill  have 
recourse  to  those  which  are  not  analogons,  and 
press  Into  the  servioe  those  which  have  no  ap- 
plication to  what  we  are  now  doing.  At  the 
head  of  these  cases  so  cited  stands  the  act  for 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  General 
Brown,  which  was  passed  by  Oongress  in  the 
year  1839,  and  gave  to  her  the  remainder  of 
her  husband's  pay  for  tbe  year  in  which  be 
died ;  that  is  to  say,  about  nine  months'  pay. 

I  was  contemporary  with  tills  case — know  all 
about  it— acted  a  part  in  it — have  its  history  In 
my  mind,  as  well  as  in  the  debates  of  the  day 
— and  can  show  that  it  has  no  analogy  to  tbe 
present  case,  and  was  respectably  opposed  at 
the  time  as  being  without  warrant  fnnn  tbe 
coaatitution— of  evil  example — and  would  be 
quoted  in  after  times  for  even  worse  acts.  I 
voted  against  it,  and  so  did  many  others,  end 
among  them  those  who  were  usually  found 
standing  as  a  body  guard  around  the  constitu- 
tion. The  vote  i^ainst  the  bill  was :  Messrs. 
Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Oobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Ellis,  Foot,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon,  No- 
ble, Parrls,  Tazewell,  S^ltr,  White,  and  Wil- 
liams. We  were  mzt«en  who  stood  together 
on  that  occasion — a  cumber  not  large,  but 
graoed  with  some  names  which  have  weight 
with  the  country.  This  case  of  Mrs.  Brown's 
ia  quoted  as  aprecedent  for  Mrs.  Harrison's  bill; 
bnt  most  niHoatlr.  It  is  a  military,  and  not  a 
civil  case.  Her  husband  died  In  the  army,  and 
the  reporter  of  the  bill  (General  Harrison)  pro- 
duced the  statements  of  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  army,  (Dr.  Lovell,)  end  of  another  phy- 
sician, (Dr.  Henderson,)  to  prove  that  General 
Brown  died  in  consequence  of  a  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  public  service,  and  was  to  be 
classed  with  those  who  were  killed  in  the  line 
of  their  duty.  "  It  will  be  seen  (said  General 
Harrison)  that  the  Surgeon  General  asserts  that, 
if  General  Brown  had  lived,  and  had  retired 
troTD  the  army,  he  wonld  have  given  him  a 
certificate  for  a  full  pension  under  the  exiadng 
laws  of  tbe  country."  This  was  the  argument 
of  General  Harrison,  and  In  confbrmity  to  it, 
he  proposed  a  preamble  to  the  bill  in  theaa 
words :  "Whereas  the  late  Ht^or-General  Brown 
died  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  contracted 
in  the  aervioe  of  the  Dnited  States,"  Ac,  and 
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aaoUier  memb«T  of  the  Senate,  now  a  Senator, 
(Ur.  Bsitmxir,)  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bodj  of  the  bill,  dcolttnng  the  reasons  for  the 
grant  in  these  words :  "  Whose  death  ia  aop- 
posed  to  have  been  caosed  bj  disease,  contract- 
ed while  In  the  serrice  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Niagara  frontier."  This  preamble  and  this 
amendment  were  not  adopted,  for  fear  thej 
woald  make  precedents ;  and  now  the  act  be- 
comes a  &r  more  dangerona  precedent  withont 
these  daosei  than  it  wcnila  hare  been  with 

Sir,  I  hasten  to  mj  eonclnBion.  PeraonaUy  I 
was  friendly  to  General  Harrison  when  his 
fiienda  were  scarce ;  and  If  I  needed  an^  fi«sh 
evidences  of  the  kindness  of  hia  heart,  I  had 
them  in  his  twice  mentioning  to  me  dnring  the 
short  period  of  hia  Presidency,  what,  snrelyj  I 
ahoold  never  have  mentioned  to  him,  the  cir- 
comstance  of  this  friendship  to  him  when  his 
Mends  were  acarce.  I  wonld  gladly  now  do 
what  ahonld  be  kind  and  respeotril  to  his  mem- 
taj — what  shonld  be  liberal  and  beneficial  to 
Ilia  most  respectable  widow  ;  but,  vote  for  this 
biUI  that  i  cannot  do.  High  considerations 
of  constitutionBl  law  and  public  policy  forbid 
me  to  do  so,  and  command  me  to  make  this  re- 
ristance  to  it,  that  a  mark  raay  be  made — a 
stone  sot  np— -at  the  place  where  this  new  vio- 
lence waa  done  to  the  oonatitntion — this  new 
book  opened  in  onr  public  expenditnres — and 
this  new  departure  token  which  leads  into  the 
bottomless  gnlt  of  civil  penMons  and  family  gro- 

Hr.  6.  then  made  hts  motion  in  form,  to  r&- 
eommit  the  bill  with  instmctionB  to  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a  report,  showing  the  grounds 
and  reaBODS  on  whicn  it  was  fonnded. 

Mr,  Oalhous  aud  he  well  understood  the  ge- 
nius of  thisGovemment,  and  hebelieveduoGov- 
emment  on  earth  leaned  more  than  it  did  tow- 
ards all  the  corruptions  of  an  enormona  pension 
list.  Not  even  the  aristocratic  Government 
of  Great  Britain  has  a  atronger  tendency  to  It 
than  this  Government. 

Referring  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate ; 
if  it  be  admitted  that  it  ia  an  allowance  for  loss 
in  the  service  of  the  pnblio,  where  will  Im  fimnd 
the  atopping  pointt  Is  there  any  Just  reason 
why  hmidreds  of  other  claims  on  simuar  sronDde 
shall  not  be  adnutted  t  If  it  Is  an  allDwaDoe 
made  to  reinstate  m<»iey'  laid  out  in  expense^ 
put  it  on  that  ground,  and  let  the  data  be  ftar- 
nished.  Whatever  ground  it  was  based  upon 
in  the  Committee,  muBt  have  been  strong 
enough  to  authorize  the  appropriation:  why, 
then,  shonld  there  be  any  notation  is  deolu^ 
ing  what  that  ground  woa  t  In  advocating  the 
recommittal  of  this  bill  he  was  not  actnated  by 
any  unkind  feeling  towards  Gen.  Harrison,  for 
he  respected  him,  and  believed  he  was  a  kind 
and  good-hearted  man,  who  had  few  political 
opponents  that  would  be  influenced  to  vote 
ag^nst  this  grant  on  personal  grounds.  He 
opposed  it  because  it  woa  contrary  to  the  con- 
■titutioD.     What  does  the  oonatitntion  sayt 
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That  the  Frendent  of  the  United  Slates  did 
receive  no  other  aBowaooe  or  emdnment  tlia 
the  salary  appertuning  to  his  ofBce.  Samase 
General  Harrison  had  gone  tlirongh  hii  fteo- 
dential  term,  and  it  was  found  his  stitrj  vu 
insnffldent  for  hts  expenditnres,  could  Congr» 
make  up  the  deficiency  ?  Or,  suppose  h«  had 
died  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  Ids 
term,  could  Oongress  make  up  the  low  to  In 
family  1  Certainly  not;  because  the  conilin- 
tion  wag  a  complete  barrier  to  any  inch  allow- 
ance. And  what  is  there  in  the  presal  cm 
that  difiPers  in  principle  fhnn  the  cases  eoppct- 
edt  Nothing,  whatever;  and,  be  tnaei. 
therefore,  that  this  bill  never  would  be  lUowd 

iit.  Lnnt  s^d  those  who  felt  tbemsshet 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  measure  were  sd- 
pleasantiy  situated,  as  they  were  compeUed  to 
take  a  course  counter  to  their  feelings  sod  tjH' 
patliies.  It  was  a  very  easy  matter  for  ^EnIl^ 
men,  in  the  indulgence  of  their  sympathies,  to 
vote  away  money  from  thejtnblioTrMSDir.W 
did  they  consider  where  Ais  thing  was  to  tt^l 
The  next  step  will  be  to  call  nponus  tovotei 
sum  of  money  to  the  family  of  oar  Vice  ?t» 
dent ;  the  next  to  the  families  of  Senaton  ui 
members  of  the  other  House,  and  so  on  don 
to  the  lowest  ofBoer  iu  the  QovemmenL  H* 
would  conrider  the  passsge  of  this  biQ  is  t 
most  pernicions  example,  and  would,  th«reji>i& 
vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  recomniil- 
ting  the  bill,  and  it  was  dedded  in  the  negitiTt 
aa  follows : 

Teas.— Hesste.  Allen,  Benton,  Otlhomi,  Oiji' 


Woodbnrj,  Wri^t,  md  Toimg — . .. 

Nats. — Hessra.  Aicber,  Barrov,  Bales,  BiT«i 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  CIsy  of  Eectackj,  (^ 
ton,  JHxon,  KVHUS,  Gnhui,  Huntingtoa,  Ket,  H* 
gum,  Merrick,  Killer,  Uorebead,  KicfanboD,  Fi^ 
Porter,  F^eDEis^  Kv«s,  Simmons,  amith  af  bdios, 
Bonthud,  Tallmodge,  Walker,  White,  uul  Wim^ 
bridge — 80. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  the  bill  be  reads  (bird 
time  then;  bntit  requiring  ananimouscoDcal, 
it  was  objected  to. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Jnna  2C. 
Mrt.  Sarritoti't  BiU, 
Ur.  MiLLZx  B^d,  that  vestetday  no  oljlcc- 
tiona  to  thla  hill  were  beard  but  those  of  a  w- 
stitutional  nature.  This  morning  asotber  diP 
ficnlty  appeared  to  be  in  the  way — thi<  Ml» 
to  destroy  the  great  Democratic  party,  th* 
objection,  of  a  conatitntional  nature,  w»^  vol 
Oongress,  though  possessed  of  the  power  le  «i~ 
ercisa  national  liberality  abroad,  tad  none  1" 
do  it  at  home.  He  did  not  so  undentind  uit 
constitution.  He  did  not  connder  the  qipro 
priation  founded  on  the  prlndple  of  men  ^ 
tnity ;  it  was,  be  tliought,  fouoded  M  lie  J"*" 
Uoe  d  paying  a  debt 
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lb.  V.  wu  snrprised  to  find  the  Senator  from 
rUfiau  (Mr.  YoCNs)  had  oonudered  the  sum 
too  Urge.  He  again  contrasted  the  ooone  pnr- 
ned  bf  the  Demooratio  Benotora  ^eeterdsj  and 
Uritf,  and  said  that  he  oonld  reapeot  oljeo- 
IkiDi  of  a  conadtntional  character,  but  intimat' 
ed  donbts  of  their  sinceritj,  and  quoted  in- 
ittDoes  where  Senatora  of  that  part/  nad  voted 
br  ippropriationB  involving  the  same  principle 
IS  tlus.  Ee  was  aorrr  to  see  the  opposition  to 
tiia  bilL  It  ahoold  have  passed  with  the  so- 
lemtiitr  of  a  fnnenil.  The  memorj  of  tihe  illna- 
(rioiu  Qarriaon  would  be  perpetooUj  preserv- 
ed, and  a  monument  woold  be  found  in  the 
kart  of  ever^  citizen,  from  the  ahores  of  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Hoctn-  MooutiuDS. 

Hr.  Bbhtok  eaid  he  felt  bound  to  r^l7  to 
the  remo^  of  the  Benator  from  New  Jersej, 
(Hr.  Hoxra,)  which  lie  had  principallj'  baaed 
on  a  misDnderstaDding  of  the  remarks  of  his 
frleod  from  Arkanaas,  Qlr,  Sbtikk.)  He  aaya 
that  Senatora  on  thia  side  oppoaed  me  bill  yes- 
terda;  on  coostitatioQal  grounds;  bnt  to-da; 
the]r  base  their  oppoution  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, and  he  questions  the  sinceritv  of  tlieir 
moliTes,  He  felt  construned  to  tell  the  Sena- 
tor that  be  was  entirelj  mistaken  as  to  the  fact. 
While  hu  political  friends  had  placed  the  oon- 
Btitntional  olijeotion  where  it  ooght  to  be, 
whenever  it  applies  in  the  fore  front  of  their 
irgument  ogaiiist  this  bill,  thej  had  laid  ont 
their  atrenrth  priacipall;  on  other  grounda,  aa  a 
question  of  high  national  policy,  and  whether 
we  were  to  commence  the  sjstem  of  civil  pen- 
Nuns  in  this  coantry.  He  aeparated  entirelf  hii 
vie**  of  pnblio  duty,  from  his  feelings  of  pri- 
vate Bjrnipathy.  He  feit  gratified  that  hia  vote 
In  this  case  could  not  be  imimted  to  peraonal 
hostility,  as  the  diatinguiahed  individual  whose 
ume  was  mentioned  in  the  bill  and  himself  had 
preserved  friendly  relationa  to  the  doee  of  hia 
aortal  career.  The  only  two  instances 
•hieh  he  bad  been  called  to  oppoee  grants  ,_ 
this  Und,  were  those  in  whicn  his  personal 
friends  were  int«reated.  With  the  late  Hajor- 
Qeneral  Brown  and  hia  fomily,  he  was  on  the 
BMit  intimate  terms ;  and  yet  a  sense  of  duty 
Mutrained  him  to  vote  against  the  meaanre 
for  thw-  relief  thongh  it  was  based  on  muoh 
stronger  gronnds  thm  the  present.  In  that 
case  were  the  military  servioea  of  the  General ; 
the  fact  that  hb  death  was  occasioned  by  disease 
WDtracted  in  war,  and  the  penury  of  hia  family. 

Ur.  B.  then  referred  Co  former  Pre^dents 
who  had  gone  out  of  offloe  poor.  Look  at  the 
case  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  man  than  whom  to 
no  one  that  ever  existed  on  God's  earth  were  the 
human  family  more  indebted.  Hia  Aimlture 
and  his  estate  were  sold  to  satisfy  bis  creditora. 
Bis  Dosterity  was  driven  from  house  and  home, 
sad  his  bones  now  lay  in  soil  owned  by  a  atran- 
gei.  His  family  are  acatterad;  aorae  of  hia  de- 
Mendants  are  married  in  foreign  lands. 

Look  at  Uonroe — the  amiable,  the  patriotlo 
llimroe,  whose  services  were  Revolutionary, 

-'    »  blood  was  snUt  in  tha  T "' ' 
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ence,  wboae  life  was  vom  ont  In  civil  service, 
and  whose  estate  has  been  sold  for  deb^  his 
family  scattered,  and  hia  daughter  buried  in  a 
foreign  land. 

Look  at  Hsdison,  the  model  of  every  virtne, 
pablic  or  private,  and  he  would  only  mention 
En  connection  with  this  subject,  his  love  of  or- 
der, his  economy,  and  bis  systeinatio  regularity 
in  tul  his  habits  of  business.  He,  when  his  term 
of  eight  years  had  'expired,  sent  a  letter  to  a 
gentleman,  (a  son  of  whom  is  now  upon  this 
floor,)  [Mr.  Pkiston,]  enclodng  a  note  for  five 
thousand  doUara,  which  he  requested  him  to 
endorse,  and  raise  the  money  in  Yirginia,  so  as 
to  enable  bim  to  leave  this  city,  and  return  to 
Lis  modest  reboot — bis  patrimonial  inheritanoe 
^in  Virginia. 

These  were  honored  leaders  of  the  Sepabli- 
con  partv.  They  had  all  been  Preadente. 
They  had  made  great  sacrifices,  and  left  the 
Presidency  deeply  embarrassed,  and  yet  the 
Republican  party,  who  had  the  power  and  tiie 
strongest  di^>osition  to  relieve  tlteir  neoeantie^ 
felt  they  hao  no  right  to  do  so  by  appropriating 
money  from  the  public  Treasury.  Democracy 
would  net  do  this.  It  was  left  fbr  the  era  of 
Federal  rule  and  Federal  supremacy — who  are 
now  ruahing  the  oonntry  with  steam  power  in- 
to all  the  abnsea  and  cormptioDB  of  a  mon- 
archy, with  its  pensioned  anatocracy— and  to 
entaU  upon  the  country  a  civil  pension  liat. 

Hr.  BiuTH,  of  Indiana,  said  tbat  this  moment, 
in  affording  nim  the  opportunity  of  voting  tat 
this  bill,  was  the  proudest  in  bis  life,  a  the 
choice  was  presenCod  to  him  of  rerigning  hb 
seat  as  a  member  of  that  body,  or  not  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  be  would  most  dieerfolly  retire 
from  pnblic  life.  He  conndered  thia  amount 
of  a  year's  aalary  as  bnt  A  slight  tribute  to  tha 
exalted  patriotism  and  invaluable  aervioea  of 
one  of  the  greatest  men  thia  coontry  had  pro- 
dnced. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  waa  dedded  in  the  afllrmative 
as  follows : 

Tus.— Keaan.  Barrow,  Botea,  Bayard,  Berrieo, 
Buchanan,  Cboate,  Oay  of  Keotudiy,  Qaytoo,  IHxoq, 
Evans,  Graham,  HimtingUQ,  Hingum,  lIeiTldi,l[IUar, 
MoNbead,  Pfaebs,  Porter,  Prentisi,  Freaton,  Bivea, 
Bimmons,  Smitti  of  Indiana,  Bonlhard,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  WMte,  and  Woodbrldge—SS. 

NATS.-'lIesBn.  Allen,  Benton,  Cslbotm,  Clay  of 


TKUBaoAT,  July  1, 
Baiibrvpt  Zmb. 
The  Spkakkk  laid  before  the  Honae  a  Ucft- 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  Statea, 
enclosing  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  passage  of  a  bankmpt  law. 
The  memoriu  waa  sign^  by  8,000  persona. 
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The  Message  wm  read,  and  ia  in  the  foHowing 

2b  Iht  Houta  of  Jitpntentatitet  of  tht  Vniled  Staiet : 
The  aocompanyii^  memoiul  in  faror  of  the  pu- 
Mge  of  >  banknipt  Uw,  mgucd  bj  nearij  three  thon- 
•ud  of  the  iDh&bitinta  of  the  cit}'  of  New  Tork,  hu 
been  forwarded  to  me,  attended  bj  a  request  that  I 
would  Bubmit  it  to  the  conaideralioii  of  CinigraH.  I 
canDot  waive  a  compliance  with  a  reqneit  nmd  upon 
toe  h;  BO  luge  and  reipecttSle  a  Domber  M  my  fd- 
low-dtiiena.  That  a  bankrupt  law,  eai^oUj  gnnded 
i^atnat  fraudnleDt  piaotleea,  and  embradtw,  as  &r  as 
piaeikable,  bH  daocs  of  aocie^— -dte  Mve  to  do 
wUeh  haa  bantofora  eomtltalcd  a  promlneiit  oljec- 
llon  to  the  ineaiiiie — would  aSbid  eitensTe  relief,  I 
do  not  doubk  The  dlatw  inddent  to  the  deiange- 
menia  of  kmm  jean  past,  haa  riiited  large  nombers 
of  our  fellow-citiieni  with  hopelev  Inaolvencj,  wboae 
aoeri^ea,  both  mental  and  ^jsical,  bj  reason  of  the 
load  of  debt  piessiDg  upon  ut^  are  lost  to  the  coun- 
try. Whether  Con^reas  shall  deem  it  proper  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  aubject  at  its 
present  extraordinary  sesdon,  it  will  doabtteas  wiaelj 
determine.  I  have  fulfilled  my  duty  to  the  memo- 
rialists in  anhmitting  thor  petition  to  your  oonsidenr 
tioa. 

JOHN  TTLEB. 
WuHUonM,  June  SO,  IMl. 

The  Jleasage  and  memorial  were  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciorj,  and  the  lies' 
sage  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UoKbos  rosa,  and  desired  to  ask  the 
ohainnaa  of  the  Oommittee  on  Uia  Jodiciaij 
(Mr.  Babhabd)  when  it  was  probable  that  s 
bankrupt  bill  would  1>e  reported. 

Kr.  BiKHASD  said  that  it  was  Impossible  for 
him  to  answer  the  qaeHtion.  The  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  bad  the  sut^eot  nnder  cooaid- 
eration.  He  hod  no  doabt  that  they  wonld 
BKTee  upon  a  bill,  and  that  it  would  be  present' 
ea  here.  It  was  hoped,  at  least  upon  his  port, 
that  it  would  be  preaented  in  time  for  the  ac- 
ti(m  of  the  Hotiee  at  the  present  session.  So 
fiu"  as  he  mi^t  be  ooncerned,  snoh  was  his  in- 
tention. 

Mr.  Pbndlbioit  taH  that,  aoaM  days  dnoe, 
h«  had  presented  a  resolution  npon  this  snbject, 
of  whloh  be  wa*  now  reminded  by  the  Message 

St  reoeived  from  the  President  of  the  TJntted 
tea.  He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  the  chidrman 
of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndieiatj,  which  had 
tida  tatjeot  In  charge,  to  say  that  a  bankrupt 
bill  womd  be  presented  this  seeaion.  The  ob- 
ject of  hia  (Mr.  P.'s)  resolution  was  to  get  an 
ezpreadon  of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  by  the 
means  of  instmctions  to  the  committee.  As 
the  necessity  for  suoh  a  resolntion  had  thus 
been  obHated,  he  would,  if  It  was  the  pleasure 
of  tbe  Home  now  to  take  up  the  resolntioD, 
move  to  lay  it  on  the  teble, 

□TBINATB. 

SATtTKDAT,  Jnly  8. 

luteal  Bank  <if  the  United  Stata. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonadeK- 

tion  of  the  bill  to  Incorporate  tha  nbamibets 


[SftiGin. 

t«  the  Haoal  Bank  of  the  United  etttn,tlw 
qneetion  bdng  on  the  amwdnent  [nipMad  bj 
Mr,  Bms. 

Mr.  BtTAKD  addreesed  the  Senate  at  «mU- 
erable  length,  declaring  Us  intentka  t*  nUt 
for  Mr.  Rivxs's  aaMDdmeatt  and  omdsMb; 
offering  the  following  ammdment  as  a  rM- 
tote  fbr  that  of  the  Beoator  fhnn  Tirgiaia,  (Mr. 
BivxB.) 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  ootporatki^'' 
and  insert,  "  may  establish  agendc^  lo  coewt 
of  three  or  more  peraons,  or  to  employ  nj 
bank  or  banlcs,  at  any  places  they  may  ita 
proper,  to  perform  the  dntiea  herefaiifl«r  iv- 
quired  of  the  said  oorporation,  aa  the  Snl 
agent  of  the  Government,  and  to  msuga  wd 
transact  the  business  of  the  ttH  cetpontln 
other  than  the  ordinary  boraneia  at  dbcoaat- 
ine  the  promissory  notes.  That  Is  to  My,  &t 
said  corporation  shall  bare  the  rufat  al  Md 
agencies  to  reodvednMdta,  todealertiabiD 
biUa  of  exchange,  gala  or  eilTer  eoio,  or  W- 
lion,  or  goods  or  Mods,  [mrohaaed  w  enofta, 
or  taken  ftcma j&ia  in  paymentof  debti^  or  pndi 
which  shallbetheprooeedaofitalaDdiiiMtD 
cirenlate  ita  notes.  And.  mweover,  itdullta 
lawful  for  the  B^  Board  of  Dtrcetws  toon- 
vert  aaoh  agencies  intooffioee<^  diMoeiitnd 
deposit,  unless  tbe  Legfsl^nre  of  anypartialB 
State  in  which  muA.  agency  shall  be  eataUA- 
ed,  sh^  at  its  next  session  afl«r  sueb  tf^  i 
is  esteblished,  express  its  disemt  thereto." 

HOI7SE  OF  RSPRSSKKTATTVSa.  ' 

Wbdnzsdat,  Jnly  t.  I 

Some  Sqttadron,  ' 

Mr.  TnoiuB  Bdtlxb  Knio,  from  the  »i«  i 
committee,  made  a  report  on  the  eipfdi«^  | 
of  providing  for  a  home  squadron,  aceompuin 
by  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pij  ■»  I 
■nbrfstence  of  soeli  squadron ;  which  wm  »  \ 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tta 
state  of  tbe  Union. 

Ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adam,  thalli,0»    I 
additional  copies  of  the  report  and  MH  1« 
printed. 

jl  Zmm  0/ TtosbM  JfiWsM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Filluobk,  flie  tomnu*t    I 
next  took  up  the  bill  making  prorision  fw  i    I 
loan  of  twelve  millions  of  dolTan,  IrredMrUW 
for  eight  years. 

""     '  "  was  read  through,  and  then  iw  dJ    ' 


sections. 

Mr.  FiLLMOxs,  chairman  of  the  Comruitl**  J 
Ways  and  Means,  intimated  his  tntentkm  to  * 
fer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  when  the  ft"™    I 
section  should  come  te  be  considered.  | 

The  first  section  having  been  read- 
Mr.  WiB«  inquired  whether,  when  om  »»■ 
lion  of  the  bill  had  been  read,  it  was  not  ia-    | 
mediately  open  to  debate  t  i 

The  Chaib  replied  in  the  aSimathu 
Mr.BAaaAKDsaidsnohacounewasnaniast    | 
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ALoamifTmlvtlfillbiu. 


[Jul 


,161]. 


He  WM  deeirons,  first,  to  hear  the  geaeral  ex- 
planalioa  of  the  chftirman  of  the  committee 
■who  haA  introdoced  the  bill,  and  to  open  an 
opportonit?  for  sach  a  general  statement,  Ur. 
B.  would  move  to  itrike  ont  the  first  section 
of  the  bilL  This  vaa  the  regukr  motion,  and 
not  to  afaike  out  tbe  enaotiog  ckiue,  which  a 
committee  oonld  not  properly,  and  according  to 
psi-tiamentarr  neage,  atnke  ont.  He  movea  to 
strike  oat  all  the  first  section  (ift«r  the  euat 


uu  ciau 
The( 


9  Chaibiuk  proQonooed  this  motion  in 
order;  and 

Kr.  FoLMOBB  therenpoo  went  into  a  general 
Jtnaljsis  of  the  bilL  Its  whole  proviiuoDS  migbt 
be  Stated  in  a  (ewwordd:  it  anthoriied  the 
Freudent  to  bmrow  twelve  millions  of  dollan 
et  an  iotorert  not  to  exoeed  five  per  cent,  reim- 
borseUe  at  the  end  of  eight  years,  with  an  ad- 
ditional aotfaoritj  to  tbe  Setretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury,  when  there  should  be  a  sm^lna  in  the 


neoesawy  (  or  any  part  of  It  t  For  it  did  not 
follow  becanae  the  President  was  empowered 
to  ttomiw  twelre  millions,  that  be  must  there- 
fore borrow  the  entire  som.  In  order  to  aacer- 
taia  whether  tbe  loan  was  necossarT,  it  wonld 
be  reqninte  to  resort  to  tbe  report  of  the  6ec- 
relar7  of  the  Treasoryj  &om  woich  it  appeared 
there  would  be  a  doScit  on  the  lat  of  Septem- 
ber next  of  (6,861,388  30.  This  was  tbe  most 
inunediate  and  preaaing  want  of  the  Treasury. 
TtuB  deficiency  now  existed,  and  the  money 
would  be  wanted  to  meet  the  demanda  on  Gov- 
enuucnt  between  now  and  tbe  1st  day  of  Sep- 
tember next.  Ur.  F.  here  quoted  the  report, 
page  4.  He  should  not  go  into  an  elaborate 
examination  of  each  item  in  the  Secretary's  ac- 
count, whether  of  the  receipts  into  the  Tresf- 
nrj  or  of  its  wants.  He  should  confine  himself 
to  a  general  review  of  them  in  the  order  In 
which  they  stood. 

Mr.  F.  then  went  on  from  item  to  item,  brief- 
Ij-  expMnin^  each  a§  he  proceeded,  making  co- 
pions  oaotationa  from  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary or  the  Trenaniy. 

He  condnded  with  a  brief  comparison  be- 
tween a  loan  and  Treasury  notes  as  a  measure 
of  supply,  and  avowed  his  preference  for  a  loan 
as  more  convenient,  and  also  more  open  and 
macly. 

Ur.  GoED05  rose  and  expressed  bis  disappro- 
bation of  tbe  bill :  first,  because  he  regarded 
tbe  obtainment  of  a  loan  to  be  entirely  anne- 
cessaiy ;  and  secondly,  because  he  was  ojpposed 
to  the  policy  of  borrowing  money.  He  tboo^t 
it  was  nnneoessary  to  resort  to  a  loan,  mm- 
talDiog  that  if  the  affairs  of  this  Government 
were  economically  and  properly  managed,  they 
conld  not  ataud  in  need  of  means  to  carry  it  on. 
It  (4)peat'ed  that,  on  the  1st  of  January  laat, 
there  was  a  balance  In  the  Treasury  of  |987,- 
31S  OS.    Kow,  with  an  accruing  revenue  troai 


the  public  lands,  fVom  the  c 
other  and  various  sources,  this  Government 
could  and  ought,  if  eoonomioally  oondncted,  go 
on  very  well  wltbont  oontraoting  a  national 
debt.  The  revenue  of  this  year  would  be  near- 
ly as  large  as  that  of  1S40,  while  the  disburse- 
ments would  not  be  near  so  laiw.  He  would 
not  go  into  an  examination  of  the  acconnts,  in 
order  to  show  what  was  the  condition  of  the 
Government  last  year,  as  tbe  time  allowed  him 
would  not  admit  of  It,  but  he  wonld  merely  say 
that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  1841,  if 
not  eqnal,  would  nearly  equal  those  of  1840. 
Did  not,  he  would  aak,  the  m^ority  on  this 
floor  admit  by  th^  action  yeet^day,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  public  lands,  tiiat  they  did  not  stand 
in  need  of  this  loan  I  What  had  they  done  I 
Whv,  they  had  passed  a  bill  giving  away  an  an- 
nnal  revenue  of  fhnn  tiiree  to  five  niUiona  of 
dollars,  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  puUio 
lands,  and  necessor?  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  this  Government,  and  had  thereby  created 
a  necessity  for  a  national  debt  Now  this  was 
singular  and  most  extraordinary  legislation.  If 
this  Government  stood  in  need  (ana  he  believed 
it  did)  of  that  revenue,  what  pcdicy  was  there 
in  getting  rid  of  it  only  (o  obtain  ao  much  else- 
where ?  None,  that  he  could  see.  The  puUie 
lands  were  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  General 
Government,  and  were  ceded  to  it,  as  he  ooold 
most  clearly  and  distinotlj  show,  for  tiM  par- 

Cof  enabling  it  to  conduct  its  affidra  for  the 
fit  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  great 
country.  These  lands,  he  found  from  reading 
an  article  in  the  National  InteUigenoer,  had  aot- 
nally  yielded  us  a  net  revenue  <rf  one  kimdred 
and  forty-two  millions  of  dollars.  TUs  pra|>o- 
Bition  to  raise  a  loan  was,  in  &ct,  to  create  a 
fnnded  debt  for  eight  yeara,  and,  if  it  shonld  be 
carried  ont,  would  form  a  part  of  that  sobeme 
which  General  Hamilton  had  many  years  ago 
advocated.  It  wonld,  indeed,  create  a  National 
Bank.  This  revenue  arUng  frnn  the  sales  of 
the  public  land^  was  to  be  soattsred  to  the 
winds  to  secure  votes  in  &vor  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  all  the  other  groat  and  leading  meas- 
ures of  tbe  present  Federal  Adminlstraticm. 
He  knew  that  Congress  hod  the  power  to  lay 
and  coteot  taxes,  datiea,  imposts,  and  eztdsee^ 
and  he  supposed  that  a  resort  to  some  of  these 
measures  wonld  be  had,  ere  long,  to  make  up 
the  defidency  In  the  revenue  thus  created  by 
disposing  of  that  obtained  from  tbe  pabtic  lands. 
Now,  those  very  lands  were  given  to  the  Geo' 
eral  Government  to  relieve  it  from  the  neoeesi- 
ty  of  resorting  to  the  taxing  power ;  so  that 
Ihisc.  ■     -  ■      " '-*  --'-  " 


IS  reverslDg  the  andent  order  of 


things.    Ve  were  now  taUng  away  tboae  lands, 

.1 nseqnenoeM  which  would  be^ 

t,  the  fanporition  of  duties  on 
imported  articles ;  in  short,  a  tariff    He  woold 


the  necesssiT  conseqn 
he  bad  no  donbt,  the 


aak  whethar  it  woold  not  be  wise  and  states- 
manlike to  lay  duties  ratber  than  to  borrow 
money,  and  to  postpone  the  p^ment  of  the 
debt,  perhaps  for  many  yean  to  oomsf  "- 
thought  it  would.    But  Oiia.it  at-  ^  — 
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part  of  the  poliej  of  tba  HaitiMm  Admimstra- 
tion.  He  contended  that  this  Oovenuneot 
might,  bf  pnident  managemMLt,  h&ve  T«venno 
ftilTy  adequate  to  all  its  waata,  and  that  it  aeed 
not  controct  a  permanent  debt. 

He  next  ai^ed  that  hj  the  deeds  of  oeemon 
«€  Neir  York  and  Virginia,  it  was  plain  an' 
palpable  that  the  intentionB  of  those  States  i 
oeding  their  lands  were,  that  thej  should  be 
■oaroe  of  revenne  to  the  General  Gorenunent. 
And  now,  said  he,  this  sooroe  of  reTenne  is  to 
be  cot  of^  and  tiie  lands  are  to  be  given  awaj 
to  the  several  States.  Were  ve  now  called 
upon  to  paj  the  debts  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment t  Owtainly  not ;  !t  was  to  aaeist  thoae 
BtatM  that  were  deeply  involved  in  payine  thdr 
debts.  One,  amODg  the  other  objeota,  it  was 
pretended,  for  the  calling  of  this  extra  season, 
was  to  pass  a  measure  distribnting  the  prooeeds 
(^  the  sale*  of  the  pnblio  lands.  Yes  ]  it  waa 
to  enoonrage  all  sorts  of  extravaKance  and 
waste ;  it  was  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  to 
Rive  aw^  the  publio  lands,  and  to  create  a  na- 
Bonal  debt  He  woold  say  that  the  tendenoj 
of  this  meaanre  was  to  create  a  natdonal  debt  in 
order  that  we  might  have  a  National  Bank,  and 
ttiia  oatloDal  debt  was  to  &mish  the  lifa-blood 
of  a  NatJiwal  Bank.  And  it  appeared  that  nz- 
teen  mllbmis  of  dollars  of  stock  was  required 
to  pat  this  Bank  in  operation  I  and  taking  this 
la  oMmeotlon  with  the  foct  of  pas«ng  the  bill 
granting  the  enormons  som  of  $20,000  to  the 


ton's  Bcheioe  in  1800.  It  was,  in  shoriL  a  part 
of  that  exploded  Bystem.  Create  a  Notional 
Bank,  and  a  notional  debt,  and  jaa  centraliae 
tlw  Government  Gentlemen  bod  contended 
that  this  Government  has  a  right  to  diapoae  of 
the  pnUio  lands  and  any  other  pnblio  propertj, 
oonseqnently  it  bad  a  right,  if  it  thonght  proper, 
to  dispose  c^  the  lands  to  create  a  vocnom  in 
ttie  iVeamrr  and  a  nujonal  debt  Now,  if  it 
had  this  ^wer  to  give  away  those  lands,  why 
then  had  it  also  the  power  to  dispose  of  other 
property.  Oonld  it,  he  would  ask,  give  away 
Ita  forte,  its  armories,  its  arsenals,  its  ships, 
Act 

Mr,  AmroLD  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  I  rise 
to  odi  if  it  is  in  order  to  discnss  the  qneetion  c^ 
the  pnblio  lands! 

The  OBAUMUt  sdd  it  was  not  In  order  except 
In  BO  Ar  sa  that  sntijeot  had  a  bearing  upon 
the  (me  before  the  ocnmnittee. 

Mr.  GoBDOS  reaomed.  He  knew  the  qnes- 
tton  of  jmblio  lands  was  not  strictly  in  oivler ; 
bnt  he  wemed  it  somewhat  connected  with  his 
argnmoit,  and,  therefore,  he  had  taken  occarioa 
to  refer  to  IL  He,  however,  knew  that  the 
mi^coity  on  tUs  floor  did  not  like  to  hear  een- 
tlmwts  sQch  OS  he  hod  nttered.  He  knew  that 
ttiey  did  not  like  to  have  it  taH  that  this  grand 
ioheme  was  an  evnise 


Mr.  GirsHiHa  hoped  the  geotlemimraiild  be 
allowed  to  proceed. 
And  no  oljection  having  been  made— 
Kr.  Gordon  then  resnmed  his  nou^  \fj 
saying  that  the  reanlt  of  the  coone  vUdi  l^ 
AdminiBtration  were  adopting,  wooli  bt  ILt 
introdaotion  of  a  hiahnrobacUve  tariff  or  diiM 
taxes.  This  wonldl>e  m  conseqaencerfpriif 
away  the  pnblio  lands.    He  would  teH  the  peo- 

Sileof  theSootb,  that  it  would  not  belong  bc- 
ore  they  wonld  see  the  protective  ajitem  mide 
to  bear  harder  than  it  did  at  preMot  opoi 
them.  Here  was  on  Administr^cn  ittaD|t- 
ing  to  create  a  natitmal  debt  and  a  KKkul 
Bmk.  Here  was  the  pnbHc  Treasory  {hod*- 
ed  for  the  pnrpaae  of  snbjectlng  the  peoplei  ni 
blinding  them  to  the  power  en  taxation,  nim 
they  could  be  relieved  by  an  eoocouletl  Ad- 
ministratim  witJi  a  very  slight  reKrt  to  Ibt 
taxing  pow^. 

JSr.  O.  next  entered  into  a  oonbait  of  A) 
6n1>-Trea9nry  and  a  National  Bonk,  and  ite 
speaking  in  the  most  ezalt«d  terms  of  thefr- 
mer,  and  setting  forth  the  good  effBotaitwnU 
have  worked  if  allowed  to  remain,  he  dqncted 
in  the  most  gloomy  colors  the  great  erilstU 
would  reealt  firom  the  eatabliehment  ol  a  St- 
tionol  Bank.  He  then  adverted  to  the  R^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  nidltiit 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (lb.  FtaunB) 
had  taken  for  granted  an  that  had  ben  Bsid  1? 
that  officer  aboat  a  loon,  withont  entering  ^ 
himself  ittn 


uidjui 


that  woiildlw  r«qnir«d.    Sow  U 

wetve  milUixis,  why  poatpww  Ae 

pi^nnent  of  it  for  ^ght  years,  and  thssc(«^ 


e  needed  twelve  milUixis, 


by  poatpww  Ae 

^_, „— , ,  aid  thus  »»qrf 

the  Government  to  pay  interest  on  the  ram  dt 
thattime!  HewonldaakwhenOonoreHVMi^ 
have  the  means  of  paying  off  the  debt,  wbea  it 
had  got  rid  of  the  publio  lands  I  And  fd 
strange  to  say,  we  were  abont  to  give  ttei 
away  to  the  States  for  the  pnrpoee  of  relieniv 
them  1  He  wanted  to  get  at  uie  exact  unmit 
of  the  debt ;  and  then,  if  it  was  thon^t  ii 
oonld  not  be  pud  off  in  1841,  why,  be  tooU 
ask,  should  the  Government  not  ianu  Inumj 
notes  instead  of  creating  a  natiooal  debt!  lU) 
wonld  be  the  wisest  comse.  in  bis  c^iaoa,  U 
pnrsne.  Bnt  he  repeated  what  he  bad  alrcs^ 
said,  that  the  Government  possoMed  oniple 


,  and  ought  not  to  resort  to  a  n 
debt.  Did  the  Whig  party,  when  eleetioiietf- 
ing  last  fall,  tell  the  people  that  tbey  wndd 
create  a  national  debt  I  No,  not  they;  thtf 
knew  better.  And  now  here  they  were  eaio- 
ing  down  apon  ns  for  a  national  debt,  fi>r  * 
National  Bank,  and  for  a  tari£  In  what  part 
of  the  country  had  the  Whigs  preadied  (mm 
things?  He  wonld  tell  his  cMutitseots  that  we 
were  to  have  a  National  Bank  forced  upon  d> 
—that  we  wne  to  have  a  natlwial  deb^-thtf 
we  were  to  have  the  protective  ayotem  extaod- 
ed — and  all  these  thinga  wer«  to  be  ta  tba 
benefit  of  this  Administratiui  and  ita  oUiw 
He  oonoluded  with  saying  that,  having  got  rid 
of  the  pnblio  lands,  t1>c  Govemmsnt  woald  Ad 
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ttwlf  compelled  to  resort  to  the  taxing  power 
to  aiutain  itselt 

Ifr.  FiLLMoBi  moved  for  the  ri^g  of  the 
committee ;  whidi  motion  prerailing, 

The  Hooie  ncUoonted. 


lfo:n>A.T,  Jul;  19. 
Zand  IHttrilnUian  SiU. 

iir.  Bhith,  of  Indieua,  from  the  Committee 
oDthaPoblioI^DdB,  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
tbe  bill  from  the  House  to  tuipropriate  the 
pitMeeda  of  the  public  lands,  sad  to  grant  pre- 
HDption  lights,  with  two  amendments. 

Tbe  first  is  to  grant  five  himdred  thODaand 
1CK9  of  land  to  each  new  State  that  shall 
hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  upon 
mch  admission,  npon  the  game  terms  and 
ooDdition  OS  the  grants  to  the  new  States  are 

The  second  amendment  is  to  repeal  a  proviso 
in  the  act  of  2d  Jnne,  1688,  reserving  cert^ 
tsnds  &c»n  sale  and  from  pre-emption  rights, 
imder  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  oreek. 

ICr.  B.  said  neither  of  the  amendments  involv- 
ed aaj  principle  adverse  to  the  general  pro- 
vkions  of  the  bill.  The  first  was  supposed  to 
be  neoetBary,  to  do  Jostice  to  the  St^ee  here- 
sAer  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
commitlee  bad  thought  that  this  was  the  prop- 
a  time  to  make  tbe  providon  for  the  States 
hereafter  to  be  admitted,  which  woold  place 
them  aa  a  rimilar  footing  with  the  othK'  new 
States. 

The  oAer  amendment  was  nude  at  the  in- 
ttuce  of  the  member  of  the  oommhtee  from 
IGsrisdppt,  and  was  believed  to  be  neoessarr 
to  pveto  that  Slate  the  benefit  of  the  aot,  so  far 
19  the  pre-emption  prindple  was  ooneemed. 

Itr.  S.  had  been  indimoeed  to  make  any 
imendnients  to  the  bill  of  the  House,  lest  it 
might  operate  against  its  final  paassgoj  bot 
tbe  smendmeDte  proposed  seemed  to  be  so 
tssential  that  he  had  consented  to  them,  with  a 
anfident  bdief  that  tiiey  wonld  not  be  objected 
to,  lod  that  Uio  aanction  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  as  amended,  woold  be  promptly  re^tonded 
to  by  the  Honse,  on  its  retom  to  that  body. 
He  would  not  say  mom,  this  was  not  the  prop- 
er time  •  bnt  he  thought  it  proper  to  explain 
the  object  of  the  amendments. 

Fiteal  BoHi  of  a»  Uhittd  Stattt. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  disoasrimi 
of  the  speoiBi  order,  being  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
nle  the  anbaoribera  to  the  flsoal  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Oalbovit  was  not  enrprised  st  the  im- 
pstifloce  of  the  Senator  from  Kentnoky,  tiioogh 
hs  was  at  hia  attributing  to  this  ^e  of  de 
cbimber  tbe  delays  and  obatacles  thrown  in 
the  way  of  his  favorite  measure. 

Bow  many  days  did  the  Senator  hunself 
^nd  in  amending  his  own  bill !    The  bill  had 


been  twelve  days  before  tbe  Senate,  and  ei^ 
of  those  had  been  ooonpied  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill.  Tbe  delay  did  not  originate  <m  this 
ude  of  tbe  House;  bnt  now  that  the  time 
which  was  cheerfully  acoorded  to  him  and  his 
friends  is  to  be  reciprocated,  t>efore  half  of  it  is 
over,  the  ebivge  of  faatioas  delay  is  rinsed, 
Snrely  the  orgenoy  and  impatienoe  of  the 
Smator  and  his  Mends  oannot  oe  so  very  great^ 
that  the  minority  must  not  be  alloweid  to 
employ  as  many  days  in  amending  their  bill  as 
they  took  themselves  to  alter  it  The  Senator 
from  EentDoky  says  he  is  afrud,  if  we  go  on 
in  this  way  we  will  not  get  throogh  the 
measures  of  this  session  till  the  last  of  antomn. 
Is  not  tbe  fault  in  himseUj  and  in  the  natnre  of 
the  measnrea  he  urges  so  impatiently  t  These 
measares  are  sncli  as  the  Senators  in  the  minor- 
ity are  wholly  opposed  to  on  priodple— anoh 
as  they  oonsdentioasly  believe  are  tmocmsti- 
tatioosl — and  is  it  not  then  right  to  renst 
them,  and  prevent,  if  tbey  can,  all  invanons 
of  tbe  coostitnlioa !  Why  does  he  build 
□pon  Buoh  nnreasonable  ezpeotationa,  as  to  cal- 
onlate  on  carrying  measares  of  this  magnitude 
aad  importance  with  a  few  days  of  hasi^  lefpa. 
ladon  on  each  t  What  are  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  f  They  comprise  tbe 
whole  Federal  system,  which  it  took  for^ 
years,  from  1788  to  ISaS,  to  establish— bnt 
which  are  now,  h^pUj  fbr  the  conntry,  pros- 
trate En  the  doBt.  And  it  is  these  meaenre^ 
fraught  with  snob  important  reeoltSi  that  are 
now  son^t  to  be  horned  through  in  one  extra 
sesdon;  measares  whioh,  without  ocaisamiog 
one  pardde  of  tiseless  time  to  disimss  fbUy, 
would  require,  instead  of  an  exba  aeadoit  of 
Ocmffrees,  fonr  or  five  regular  sessions. 

Tbe  Senator  said  the  counby  was  in  agony, 
crying  for  "action,"  "action."  He  under- 
stood whenoe  that  cry  came — it  came  fi^nn  the 
boldera  of  State  stooka,  the  men  who  expeoted 
another  expansion  to  reUeve  themaelvet  at  the 
expense  of  Government.  "Action  " — "action," 
meant  nothing  but  "  plimder,"  "  plimder," 
"  plunder,"  and  he  assured  the  gentleman,  that 
he  could  not  be  more  anxiooH  in  urging  on  a 
system  of  plnnder,  than  he  (Mr,  Oalboun) 
wonld  be  in  opposmg  it.  He  so  nnderstood 
the  Benatorj  and  he  inquired  of  htm,  whethw 
he  called  this  an  inadions  ammdmentT 

Mr.  Olat.  I  iflld  no  snch  thing,  tai;  I  did 
not  say  any  thing  about  the  fiMttHi  of  Senatorsi 

Hr.  OiUBOTix  said  he  nnderstood  the  Sena- 
tor's meaning  to  be  that  the  motivea  of  the 
O^Kwition  were  faotions  and  frivolous. 

Mr.  Olat.    I  said  no  sooh  thing,  ur. 

Ur.  OALRDnv.    It  was  so  imderstood, 

ICr.  Clat.    No,  sir ;  no,  sir. 

Ur.  Oalhoun.  Yes,  dr,  yes;  it  coold  b* 
imdeiBtood  in  no  other  w^. 

Mr.  Olat.  What  I  did  say,  was,  that  the 
nfiMt  of  sooh  amendments^  and  of  consuming 
time  in  debating  tbem,  wonld  be  a  waste  of 
that  time  from  tbe  busiuess  of  the  session; 
and,    consequently,  would   produoe   unneoes- 
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Bftrj  delA7  and  embamatinent.  I  said  nothing 
otmotivti — I  onlf  Bpoke  of  the  practJoal  effiet 
sadreanlt 

Hr,  OuAouir  said  hs  bad  nndentood  It  had 
been  repeated  for  the  Mcond  time,  that  there 
ooqM  be  no  other  motdre  or  object  enter- 
t^ned  bj  the  Senators  hi  the  oppoattoDj  m 
miking  amendmenta  and  Bpeeohee  on  this  oUl, 
tlian  to  embarrass  the  m^oritf  by  frivtdons 
and  vezatdons  delays. 

Mr.  Olay  insisted  that  he  made  nte  of 
no  assertions  as  to  mttitet. 

Hr.  Oalhoitn.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say 
Uiit  be  does  not  aconae  this  side  of  the  House 
c^  bringing  forward  propoeitions  for  the  sake 
of  delaj,  be  vriahed  to  nnderstand  him. 

Kr.  Out.    I  intended  that. 

Mr.  OAi.Boini  repeated  that  he  nnderstood 
the  Senator  to  mean  that  the  Senators  in  the 
opposition  were  spinning  ont  the  time,  fi>r  no 
outer  pnrpose  bnt  that  of  delaying  and  em- 
barrattting  the  m^ori^. 

Kr.  Olat  admitted  that  was  hie  meaning, 
thoQgh  not  thus  ezpreteed. 

Hr.  GALHom  otiwrved  that  to  attempt,  by 
moh  ohBTges  of  ftotionB  and  fHvolgns  motives, 
to  Bilenoe  the  opporitlop,  was  wholly  nseleai. 
He  and  his  frienos  had  principles  to  contend 
for  that  were  ndther  new  nor  Mvolone,  and 
thej  wonld  here  now,  and  at  all  times,  md  in 
all  places,  maintain  them  against  those  meas- 
nres,  in  whatever  way  they  thooght  moat 
effloient.  Bid  the  Senatorfrom  Eentncky  mean 
to  apply  to  the  Senate  the  gag  law  passed  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress!  If  he  did,  it 
was  time  he  shonld  know  that  he  (Hr. 
Oai.'bouk)  and  his  friends  were  ready  to  meet 
,  him  on  tbtA  point.  It  was  not  his  intention, 
and  he  knew  that  It  conld  not  be  the  inteutioa 
of  any  of  his  friends,  to  waste  nuneoessarily 
one  partiole  of  the  time  of  this  sesdon ;  bat 
time  they  wonld  reqnire  to  amend  the  bill,  and 
that  was  all  they  asked.  Certain  ha  was, 
that  no  other  than  a  ftir  and  open  opposition, 
on  principle,  was  meant.  As  long  as  discus- 
sion was  neoesaary,  they  should  have  it — be- 
yond that,  they  did  not  look. 

Hr.  Out  said  that,  with  reipeot  to  the 
motiTes  of  the  honorable  Senators  on  the 
other  side,  he  would  eay  nothing.  Bnt  with 
r^ard  to  the  tendency  of  the  oonrse  pnrsued, 
be  wonld  say,  that  tt  conld  lead  to  nothing 
bnt  delay.  It  oonld  lead  to  no  practical  resolt. 
What  was  the  case  the  other  day  im  one 
motion  for  an  amendment  that  there  ooidd 
have  been  no  rational  hope  of  oarrTfaigl 
There  were  not  leas  than  seren  speedtea  on  tlut 
ride^  and  not  a  word  on  this :  yet  the  deoitdon 
was  so  decidedly  against  it,  as  to  show  that  it 
was  BotMng  bnt  time  thrown  awxy,  for  no  eai. 
He  did  not  attribute  to  the  Senators  any 
motives  for  delay.  He  only  spoke  of  the 
natter  of  (act    He  admitted  that  his  side  bod 


was  reqniate  in  perfecting  it.    He  <Ui  not 
doubt  that  the  Senators  on  the  other  tide  an- 
oeived  they  were  foUowing  the  path  of  dgh, 
and  acting  oonsoientionaly,  according  to  ibe 
opinions  t£ey  entertained,  in  trying  to  dded 
the  meoanre,  or,  if  they  oonid  not  do  tint, 
to  render  it  as  odiona  as  possible  in  the  tjttii 
the  world,  in  order  that  it  mi^t  Dltimay^ 
&il.    He  recollected  a  parallel  instance.  Din- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain,  Hr,  Hckoiag 
and  some  others  denonnoed  a  loan  wlueh  winl 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  endeavored  to  diamit 
capitalists  from  embarking  in  this  lou.    Wlul 
had  now  been  the  course  of  gentlemen  ca  tht 
other  side,   whom   be    regarded  as  raodeni 
Federalists!    To  denounce  this  Bank— to  d»- 
dare  that  this  stock  wonld  never  be  token  sp, 
and  to  say  that  they  would  agitate  the  qnettiin 
of  repeal  till  it  was  effected.    Vitii  r^tii  to 
the  time  to  be  thus  oonenmod  on  this  mewm, 
and  the  others  in  contemplation — sncb  u  tJit 
distribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  ludi 
— have  not  Uiese  subjects  been  ^acnned  vm 
and  over,  and  what  necessity  can  there  b«  d 
™ft^i"g  long  speeches  on  them  now!    TuH 
not  all  a  wasteftil  delay  (rf  public  bnanail 
It  mnst  be  admitted  that  the  abilities  of  tbe 
Senators  on  the  other  side  were  very  ptat; 
but  they  were  not  great  enongh  to  put  ont  tbc 
light  which  had  gone  abroad,  and  shown  tte 
people  where  their  true  interests  lay.    LetthoM 
Senators  go  into  the  oonntry,  and  they  nl 
find  the  whole  body  of  the  people  compltiniw 
of  the  delay  and  interruption  of  the  nstJonii 
bumness,  by  their  long  speechea  in  Cougres; 
and  if  they  will  be  but  admonished  b;  tbt 
people,  they  will  come  back  with  a  lessoo  to 
out  short  their  debating,  and  give  thrir  atW' 
Uon  more  to  action  than  to  words.    'Who  ew 
heard  that  the  people  would,  be  dinalisfiM 
with  the  abridgment  of  speeches  in  OougrtssI 
He  bad  never  heard  the  shortness  of  sMedKS 
complained  ol    Indeed,  he  shonld  not  be  sar- 
prised   if  the    people  would  get  op  remMt- 
etrancea  against  lengthy  speeches  in  Oongres*. 
With  r^ardto  the  Intimation  of  tbegeotlf- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Oai.bou9,)  he 
understood  him  and  his  course  perfectly  well, 
and  told  him  and  bia  friends  that,  for  Um^ 
he  knew  not  how  his  &iends  wonld  act;  b» 
was  ready  at  any  moment  to  bring  forward 
and  inpport  a  meaaore  which  should  give  to 
the  minority  the  control  of  the  hnauen  of  Iht 
Senate  of  the  United  BUtea.     Let  them  de- 
nounce it  as  mneh  as  the;  pleased  In  adTsnce; 
nnmoved  by  any  of  thdr  dennudatioBs  tiA 
threata,  standing  firm  in  the  support  rftbeio- 
taresta  which  he  believed  the    country  de- 
mands, for  one,  be  was  ready  for  the  adtqitioD 
of  a  rule  which  would  place  the  bnsinees  of  tbe 
" — '•  — ^~  the  oontrol  of  a  inq}onty  of  the 

Hr.  Calhock  B(dd  there  was  no  donbt  tt 


had  its  share  of  time  to  mature  the  bUl ;  bnt    the  Senator's  predilection  for  a  gag  law. 
that  was  their  rlght^  as  the  friends  of  the    him  bring  on  that  meaaore  as  soon  as  eferbe 
measure— they  were  entltied  to  such  time  as  |  pleases. 
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Mr,  Bestom.    Coma  on  wltb  it 

Hr.  Oaiaoun  Bud  that  it  miiBt  be  odndtted 
Ihlt,  if  ttio  Benator  wu  not  acting  on  tht 
Federal  side,  he  would  tind  it  bard  to  penaadt 
tlM  Amerioan  people  of  tlie  fact,  b;  Hbowlog 
than  ilia  love  of  gag  laws,  and  Btrong  dtapoei- 
tioD  to  silence  bo&  the  niitional  councils  and 
tbe  press.  Did  he  not  remember  Bometbing 
il»iit  OD  alien  and  sedition  law,  and  caa  he  fail 
to  pereeive  the  roUdoadLip  with  the  measure 
be  eontemplabes  to  pat  down  debate  beret 
What  is  tb«  difference,  in  principle,  between 
hi*  gig  Law  and  the  alien  and  eedition  law? 
Ve  are  gravel;  told  that  the  speaking  of 
repreaentatJTes  of  the  people,  which  is  to  c 
Ytj  to  them  ftiU  information  on  the  mbjeote 
of  legialaUon  in  their  councils,  is  worse  than 
Bseleu,  and  must  be  abated.  Who  consumed 
the  time  of  last  Oongresa  in  long  speechea, 
vexatioiu  and  friTolons  attempts  to  embarraas 
and  thwart  the  business  of  tAe  oonntr;,  and 
Dselees  opposition,  tending  to  no  end  but  that 
oat  of  doors,  the  Presidential  deotion !  Who 
bnt  the  Benator  and  his  party,  then 
tninoritjl  But  now,  when  the;  are 
nu^oritr,  and  the  most  important  n 
ever  prised  forward  together  Id  one  session, 
be  is  tbe  first  to  threaten  a  gag  law,  to  choke 
off  debate,  and  deprive  the  minoritj  even  of 
tbe  poor  privilege  of  entering  their  protest. 
Vhat  doee  the  niinoritf  contend  for,  bat  their 
uadoabted  right  to  question,  examine,  and  dis- 
CUB  those  measures  which  the;  t>elieve  in  their 
beutg  are  inimical  to  the  beat  iotcrests  of  the 
ciHuitr;  I  It  was  objected  that  on  one  amend- 
ment seven  speeches  had  been  made  on  this 
ade  of  tbe  House.  And  what  if  there  were  1 
Vu  it  wij  thing  eitraordlnaiT  in  the  fact  that 
eaven  Senators  from  different  parts  of  tbe 
Union,  shoold  have  different  views  and  differ- 
ent intereato  to'eondder,  or  that  each  shonld 
require  time  to  deliver  bis  views  on  a  question 
ef  the  ntmost  importance — on  a  quesUon  reaoh- 
iog  to  evet7  man  in  the  oommnnity — a  qnes' 
tun  demanding  publicity  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  creating  fluctuations  in  thecorrency 
which  o^nsts  tbe  price  of  every  man's  labor 
ud  properh-?  Yet  the  remonstrance  against 
keepms  a  uaag  of  such  vital  interest  secret 
from  toe  peop^  is  now  pronoonced  by  the 
Swutor  ftvm  Kentooky  the  best  of  reasons 
for  ornng  his  odious  gag  law  upon  those  who 
have  dared  to  remonstrate.  The  Senator  re- 
fu«  to  the  oonrse  poraaed  by  Mr.  Piclcering  in 
a  contest  with  the  foreign  enemies  of  the 
cmmtiy.  He  (Hr.  0.)  would  not  say  that  he 
ud  hii  frirads  were  contending  with  domestic 
enunies;  bat  they  did  indst  that  they  were 
(^iposlng  printdples  which  were  as  important 
•s  those  involved  in  that  contest  What, 
Mw,  is  the  rituation  of  parties  herel  The 
Benator  from  Kentucky  and  his  friends,  aocord- 
kig  to  the  belief  of  the  minority  in  ttua  body, 
ue  tt^ioff  to  enforce  measures  which  that 
aioonty  beliavea  are  against  the  best  inter- 
Ma  of  tlie  people  of  the  Duited  States ;  and 


that  minority  is  trying  to  resist,  and,  if  they 
cannot  prevent  those  measures,  to  make  Uiem 
at  least  as  harmless  as  they  can.  He  (Mr. 
C11.HOUN)  never  had  bat  one  opinion ;  that 
from  the  time  tbe  su^>en3ion  of  the  banks  took 
place,  and  the  issne  was  before  the  people  be- 
tweeo  a  Snb-Treaeury  and  a  National  Baok, 
it  was  the  same  vital  principles  of  high  laxea, 
high  tari^  funded  debt,  and  distribution, 
which  were  to  be  made  tbe  bans  of  obtainmg 
political  power ;  and  all  that  was  wanting 
was,  tbe  machine  lor  concentrating  these 
elements  of  power.  And  he  did  trust  that  the 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted,  would  go  cm 
and  do  their  duty,  without  bein^  deterred  by  any 
menace  of  a  gag  law  from  making  such  amend- 
ments as  they  might  think  proper. 

One  word  as  to  this  ten  millions.  Have 
we  got  it  t  No.  From  whom  ore  we  to  get 
it!  From  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
How  I  Hy  a  mortg«ge  on  their  property  and 
labor  at  5  per  cent.  It  is  to  be  made  up  by  a 
tax  on  them.  This  borrowed  capital  and  tax 
are  to  be  broogbt  to  this  city  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  nine  men,  to  do  wluit  they  please  with 
it — to  distribute  it  to  distant  offices  to  be  lent 
to  their  private  friends  and  aoqumntauoea. 
The  loaning  capacity  of  these  nine  men  is 
nothing ;  but  they  may  hand  it  to  others  to 
loan  onL  Whatever  is  to  be  done  with  it,  is  to 
be  done  in  eecret,  and  kept  from  the  people. 
Now,  is  it  not  hett«r  to  leave  this  money  In 
the  people's  own  pockets,  and  let  them  dispose 
of  it  themselves  t  What  right  has  Congress 
to  lend  money  at  all  ?  That  qoestion  is  no  new 
question  of  discussion.  Ess  it  ever  been 
settled  that  Congress  has  that  right!  Then 
if  Congress  has  do  such  right — if  tbe  Govern- 
ment has  no  snob  right — if  no  individaals  con- 
nected with  any  of  these  Departmeota  has  the 
right — neither  oollectively  nor  separately — 
bow  can  the  right  bo  derived  from  them 
through  a  thing  c^  their  creation  ?  The  truth 
is,  when  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  corporis- 
tioD  to  do  what  yon  cannot  do  yourselves,  yon 
erect  scnnetbing  to  deceive  the  people  into  a 
belief  that  it  has  a  vitality  and  power  which  its 
creators  bad  not,  and  consequently  could  not 
impart,  bnt  whidi  has  a  sort  of  mysterionsDess 
abont  It  that  serves  to  blind  those  who  look 
at  it  into  some  vague  belief  in  its  capacity. 

Hr.  Lam  said  he  supposed  he  hod  precisely 
e  same  right  as  any  other  Senator  on  that 
floor  to  spMk  hia  senUments  freelr,  and  to 
take  as  wide  a  range  of  debate  as  he  might 
think  proper,  advertlDg  to  wbatover  topic  ne 
~~'  ;bt    deem    necessary,    whether    connected 

h  the  motion  under  discoasion  or  not.  He 
wonld  proceed  on  this  assumption  (^  right,  till 
stopped ;  but  if  the  Senate  pronounced  uiat,  in 
this  oonne,  be  was  out  of  order,  and  shonld 
not  go  on,  he  would,  of  course,  submit;  but 
then  be  wonld  require  tbe  same  rule  to  be  ap- 
plied to  others  as  to  him.  Having  said  so 
mnob  by  way  of  preface,  he  would  now  bedn 
by  reminding  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  sloe, 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


Jin.T,  IMl.] 

of  a  sood  dd  mj'iag  of  a  celebrated  Boman 
GoDam — whicb  thej  cannot  be  reminded  of  too 
ofUn — that  men  out  of  power  entertain  very 
different  sentimeiits  from  those  they  an 
governed  by  when  in  power.  Thla  !a  tJie  My- 
lug  of  a  very  brave  and  wise  Coorol  of  a  great 
ancient  Repeblic,  and  slioold  not  be  too  ea^v 
fi>rgott«D.  He  (Ur.  Lnm)  knew  very  well 
that  the  Deniocratio  party  was  conaidered  the 
dregs  of  the  earth  by  the  favored  few  who 
trived  to  rale  every  thing.  He  knew  that  i 
women  and  children  were  persoaded  tliat  none 
bnt  Qioee  fovored  few  and  their  familicG,  and 
the  wives  and  donghtors  of  bonk  directoni, 
were  fit  aociety  for  any  one  of  fBabionabie  or 
decent  notions.  The  door«  of  rach  people 
were  shnt  agunst  the  beet  yoong  men  in  the 
country,  if  &ej  were  known  to  entertain  De- 
mocratic notioni,  as  if  they  were  something 
beneath  the  notice  of  g<wd  society.  Bat 
there  were  some  places  yet  left  where  these 
nnfiiHbionable  Democrats  might  raise  ap  their 
voiceik  He  (Mr.  Ldtn)  would,  for  his  part, 
make  a  few  remarks  here,  and  in  doing  so  he 
Intended  to  be  as  pointad  aa  nosMble,  for  he 
had  now,  he  foand,  to  contena  for  liberty  of 
speech,  and  while  any  of  that  liberty  was  left, 
he  wonld  give  his  remarks  the  ntmoat  bonnda 
consistent  wiUi  hie  own  sense  of  what  was  dne 
to  himself^  his  constituents,  and  the  oonntry. 

The  Whigs,  during  tbe  Into  Administration, 
had  bron((ht  to  bear  a  Hystem  of  assault  against 
the  m^ority  in  power,  which  might  justly  be 
cbaracteriEod  as  Mvolona  and  vexatious,  and 
nothing  else ;  yet  they  had  always  been  treat- 
ed by  tne  m^ority  with  courtesy  and  forbear- 
ance; and  the  ntinoet  latitude  of  debate  had 
been  allowed  them  without  interniption.  In 
a  sesnon  of  sis  months;  they  consumed  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  in  speeches  for  etec- 
tioneering  effect^  so  that  only  twenty-eight  bills 
were  passed.  These  electioneering  speeches, 
on  all  occasions  that  oonld  be  started,  whether 
the  presentation  of  a  petition,  motion  on  a  reso- 
Intion,  or  dlscusaton  of  a  bill,  were  nnifonnly 
and  studiously  of  the  most  insulting  character 
to  the  m^ority,  whose  mildest  form  of  designa- 
tion was  "collar  men,"  aud  other  epibhete 
eq^ually  degrading.  How  often  had  it  been 
said  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  "  What 
could  be  ezpeoted  &om  a  House  so  oonstitn- 
ted  t "  Trace  back  the  course  of  that  party, 
step  by  st«p,  to  1684,  and  it  may  be  tracked  m 
blood.  The  outrages  in  New  York  in  that  year 
are  not  forgott«n.  The  fierce  and  fiendish 
spirit  of  strife  and  uampation  which  prompted 
tne  seizure  of  the  public  arms,  to  tnm  them 
ag^nst  those  who  were  thoir  fellow-citizens,  b 
yet  as  fresh  as  ever,  and  ready  to  win  its  way 
to  what  it  urns  at  What  was  done  then, 
under  the  Infloenoe  and  shadow  of  the  great 
money  nower  may  be  done  again. 

He  (ICr.  uinr)  had  marked  tliem,  and 
nothing  dioold  reatrain  him  from  doing  hla  dnl^ 
■nd  standing  up  in  the  front  rank  of  oppoM* 
tton  to  keep  Uiem  from  tbe  innoTatiooa  they 
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meditated,  Nmtiier  the  frown  iwr  ukum 
of  any  leader  of  that  party — no  lot^  bearing 
or  shaking  of  the  mane — would  deter  him  frog 
the  fearleea  and  honest  discharge  of  thoas  obli- 
gations which  were  due  to  his  omisUtiNDtsuid 
to  the  connby.  He  next  adverted  to  ibe  tta- 
duct  of  the  Whig  party  when  tlM  Sob-Tntnir 
was  under  discusrion,  and  reminded  the  pn*- 
ent  party  in  power  of  Hie  fitrbearaoM  «i^ 
whioti.they  had  been  treated,  contrasting  tlai 
treatment  with  themanifMtanooanov  mik  to 
the  minority.  We  are  now,  aaid  Hr.  Un  k 
condnucm,  to  be  checked ;  bat  I  tell  iLe  Seas' 
tor  frvm  Eentooky,  uid  any  other  Senator  tU 
chooses  to  tread  in  his  stepf^  that  he  i*  about  to 
deal  a  double-handed  game  at  whioh  tvo  eta 
pl^.  He  is  welcome  to  try  his  skill  Bot  I 
would  expect  that  some  on  that  side  in 
not  prepared  to  go  quito  so  far ;  and  that  then 
Is  yet  among  them  sufficient  liberality  to  eoan- 
terbalance  politioal  feeUng,  and  induce  then 
not  to  ol^eot  to  our  ri^bt  of  speudiiif  « 
much  time  In  trying  to  improve  their  bill  tt 
they  have  taken  themselves  to  dip  snd  ptn 
and  shape  it  to  their  own  hncies. 

tir.  Waixsr  said,  in  reply  to  the  remiikof 
the  Senator  from  Eentncl^,  (Ur.  Cut,)  ibd 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill  wen 
endeavoring  to  make  it  odious  by  tiie  iaMsd' 
menls  t^ey  propoeed;  that  be  had  not,  mi 
would  not,  pursue  such  a  course.  On  the  KB- 
trory,  feeling  that  this  bill  was  likely  to  becoM 
a  law,  he  had  voted  alone  for  those  smend- 
raents  whioh,  in  his  opinion,  went  to  impTOTe 
the  bill.  Influwced  by  this  motive,  be  Id 
voted  for  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sow- 
tor  from  Kentucky  and  hia  friends,  and  oppo^ 
some  of  those  which  were  proposed  by  liit  (Ur- 
W.'b)  political  frienda.  He  held  that  thecoem 
whioh  the  Senior  from  Kentncky  bad  r 


Justiv  attributed  to  the  exponents  of  the  bil^ 
would  be  entirely  inipr(^)er  and  nnpariiiiMO- 
tary.  With  regard  to  the  remark  (H  the  Sent- 
toT  as  to  the  time  consumed  by  tbo  oppeuenti 
of  the  bill,  nearly  two  days  were  occa[aed  in 
discussing  five  amendments  proposed  bj  bna- 
self;  (Mr.  W.,)  and  four  of  which  wereadopUi 
Did  the  Senator  attribute  to  a  m^oritf  «  Ibe 
body  a  design  to  render  the  bill  odious)  ^"i 
what  were  those  amendments  which  be  [Vt- 
'.)  had  proposed,  and  which  had  been  sdt^ 
•d  t  The  first  was  to  permit  an^  ten  or  nm* 
stockholders,  or  their  agent,  to  inspect  aD  Ibi 
proeeediugs  of  the  Bank,  including  indiriilul 
acoouDts;  the  second  was,  that  upon  aQ  ^ 
counts  over  one  tbonaand  dollan^  where  taj 
director  dissented,  the  vote  should  b«  titeo  t<] 
ajes  and  noes,  and  these  be  <ipeo  to  i:^)e(««^ 
BO  as  to  secure  individnal  req>cai«bilit;  iM 
prevent  abases— the  third  waalo  preteotuir 
director  anywhere  fr«m  being  liaUs  to  Im 
Bank  in  more  than  tan  Oioosand  doU«n,<oM 
to  prevent  these  direotora  loaning  out  to  vi^r 
aelvea  one-fburth  of  tbe  whole  loau  M  »» 
Bank,  as  tt  was  offidaUy  proved  tbe;  Im 
done  in  many  fitatea— and  fourthly,  tbesBW"- 
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DKnt  prohlbitisg  uij  loui  or  discoimt  to  anjr 
DMmber  of  dther  House  of  Congross — and  wu 
not  this  ri^tf  On^t  ire,  firat,b7  onr  votes 
to  create  ■  Bank,  pnt  into  It,  in  stock  and  de- 
posits, more  than  twentj  miUions  of  the  public 
BUHiej,  and  then  draw  fVom  this  Bank  as 
mnelt  moDej-  as  we  could  obtain  from  tMa 
Bank,  created  bj  our  votes  t  Besides,  we 
»ere  to  determine  each    year,  whether  the 

Sblio  monOTs  ooold  contiDne  on  deposit  in  this 
Ek— the  Senate  were  to  TOte  npon  the  ap- 
poiatment  of  at  least  ooe-thlrd  of  tne  directors 
crerr  year,  and  both  Houses  were  aamiallj,  if 
ittj  pleased,  to  investigate  all  the  indtvldiial 
iMonnts  of  and  business  of  the  Bank,  and  it 
ns  proper  we  should  be  borrowers,  and 
might  we  not  fear  that  Investigation  would 
b«  voted  down,  when  fortj-fonr  members  of 
Oonsress  shonld  be  again  borrowers  &om  the 
Bank  to  the  amoont  of  half  a  million,  as  it  was 
officialJf  reported  hj  Mr.  Glattos  that  thej 
were  in  1889 1  Was  it  odions  to  apply  to  the 
members  of  Congress  the  sacred  prayer,  "  lead 
ns  not  into  temptation  " — to  prevent  their 
being  placed  in  a  sitnation  as  to  tbis  Bank,  in 
which  we  are  told  by  Holy  Writ,  that  the 
borrower  was  the  servant  of  the  lender  t  Was 
it  odioiui,  by  avoiding  these  Bask  loans,  to  lift 
the  representaUvee  of  the  States  and  of  the 
people,  abov«  derogatory  sospldons,  and  above 
■n  uapntations,  tme  or  false  t 

He  appealed  then  to  the  Benate,  and  to  the 
Senator  from  Eentncky  himself,  whether  it 
wBsJnst  to  diaraot«rize  these  amendments,  all 
adopted  in  part  by  the  aid  of  bis  friends,  aa 
dt^ed  to  make  the  bill  odious  T 

Ae  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Benator  fhim  Sew  York,  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 
We  are  told  that  It  te  necessary  for  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  subscribe  to  the  amount  of  ten,  or  per- 
iisps  sixteen  milliooa,  to  secure  the  public 
money  which  may  be  on  deporit.  The  Beore- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  seems  to  tblnk  that  the 
average  amonnt  on  deposit  will  be  four  mil- 
lions, although  Mr.  W.  thought  it  would  be  six 
nuDions,  Then  we  have  to  subscribe  sixteen 
millions  to  secure  four  or  six  niliions.  This 
■  VBS  an  extraordisary  rate  of  insurance,  and 
one  to  whicti  he  shonld  not  give  his  consent. 

lb.  Axjxs  wished  to  correct  an  error  that 
had  fiUlen  frtim  an  honorable  Senator  oppodte, 
and  that  was  in  attributing  the  defhlcation  of 
Svartwout  as  a  fruit  of  the  Independent 
TreMory,  which  was  not  in  existence  until  a 
oonsiderable  time  after  bis  defUoations  were 
discovered.  They  took  place  under  the  State 
bank  deposit  f^stem,  and  would  have  taken 
^aoe  bad  the  United  States  Bank  system  been 
m  existence.  So  far  as  be  knew,  and  if  the 
tnet  had  been  otherwise,  It  woold  have  been 
made  publio,  not  a  single  dollar  has  been  lost 
■ioee  the  establiahment  of  the  Independent 
Treasury,  and  this  was  a  sufficient  oommeut  on 
the  system  itself. 

It  is  contended  on  the  other  side,  also,  in 
c^odtton  to  this  ameudmeat,  and  in  &vor  oi 


the  connection  of  the  Govermnent  with  this 
Bank,  that  it  will  l>e  a  proflteble  q)eculation, 
and  tbo  results  of  the  old  Bank  connection  are 
adduced  to  show  how  many  millions  were 
made  by  it.  This  Government  is  invoked  to 
become  a  speculator  in  stocks  I  Suppose  there 
was  a  hundred  millions  made  by  the  connection 
with  the  late  Bank.  How  was  it  made  t  Off 
of  wbom  vaa  it  made !  The  people.  The 
people.  And  this  system  ot  speculating  on 
people  is  well  kept  up  in  the  bill  reported  front 
the  committee  this  moruing,  and  wnioh  is  now 
on  your  table,  to  distribute  the  revenue  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  The  bill  profsss- 
os  to  give  the  people  of  the  States  tiiree  mil- 
lions annually,  out  does  not  tell  them  that  three 
millions  and  a  half  are  to  be  raised  by  taxes 
from  the  same  people,  to  supply  its  place  tn 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  Government 
The  States  may  with  propriety  say  as  said  one 
of  the  ancient  heroes;  "I  fear  the  Greeks, 
though  they  bring  gifts  in  their  bands."  The 
proposition  is  in  reality  to  give  three  milUons^ 
and  to  take  back  three  millions  and  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  oollectioo  and  diatribntion 
of  it, 

Ur.  BnoBANAir  aaid  It  wa>  with  the  greatest 
reluctance  he  engaged  in  this  debate.  He  had 
intended  to  offer  two  or  three  amendments  to 
this  bill  before  it  was  taken  out  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  each  of  which  he  would  probably 
make  a  few  remarks,  bnt  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  intention  or  expectation  than  that  he 
should  be  called  on  to  take  part  in  any  discus- 
sion which  might  arise  on  the  bill  to-day.  Bat 
the  Senator  triaa  Kentucky  had  denounced  In 
the  stronKeat  terms  the  Jacobinical  doctrine  of 
the  repetuability  of  charters.  Now  he  (Ur, 
B.)  contended  that  the  power  of  repeal,  in  this 
puticolar  case,  existed  not  only  under  tbe  con- 
stitution, but  was  sanctioned  by  Judicial  deci- 
sions, "nie  Supreme  Court,  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall presiding,  had  declared  that  In  publio 
corporations,  to  be  employed  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  the  right  of  repeal 
existed,  but  that  it  did  not  exist  in  private  cor- 
porations. Bat  did  it  require  tbe  decision  of  a 
court  to  esteblish  this  prindple?  Can  Con- 
gress aaoiliUate  the  sovereign  l^rlslaUve  power* 
conferred  upon  it  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  whole 
people  by  transferring  them  to  a  corporation  T 
If  it  can  do  this  for  one  year,  what  would  pre- 
vent it  from  doing  for  fifty  years,  or  fbrever? 
The  deeinon  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  waa,  that 
if  the  corporations  were  of  public  concern — 
were  a  grant  of  political  power  to  be  employed 
in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  it 
was  subject  to  repeal  or  modification  by  the 
legislative  power.  This  was  the  decision  of 
the  judiciary,  and  was  tbe  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, unless  it  could  be  contended  that  Oon- 
gress  had  the  ri^t  to  divest  itaelf  of  its  legis- 
fative  discretion,  and  virtually  destroy  itself. 
Is  this  Bank  a  pablio  or  private  corporation  ? 
It  is  a  Government  fiscal  agent,  an  agent  of  the 
Treasury  S^MitDNDt,  and  tbe  power  to  estab- 
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lUh  it  is  iufaired  from  the  dauw  in  the  cop- 
aitution,  oonfening  npoa  Congreas  that  bigh 
attribute  of  eovereign  power,  tQ'lay  and  collect 
taxes  from  the  people,  ZKd  anj  Government  ever 
divest  iUelf  of  the  power  of  regulatina  accord- 
ing to  ita  own  will,  the  ooUectioo,  wfe-keeplog, 
and  disbnrsement  of  ita  revenne,  or  tranafer 
tilts  right  irrevooablr  to  oorporations  t  If  Oon- 
greas  poaaeased  thia  power,  tbej  covld  tranafer 
the  libertlea  of  the  coontry  to  a  corporation. 

Hr.  B.  then  referred  to  a  case  decided  la 
the  Sapreme  Cktnrt,  between  Qosder  and  the 
corporation  of  G«orgetowii,  in  mpport  of  the 
principle  for  which  he  contended.  The  I{e~ 
port«r  understood  this  to  be  a  decision,  that 
the  corporation  were  not  honnd  to  eieonte  an 
agreement  into  which  thej  had  entered  with 
the  lot  holders  hj  an  ordinance  for  grading  the 
streets,  on  the  principle  that  anoh  a  gradation 
was  a  matter  of  pablio  ooacem,  regarding  the 
interests  of  the  citixeos  generally,  and  that, 
like  a  publio  law,  might  be  repealed.  ' 
not  a  subject  of  private  grant ;  and 
same  principle  he  held  we  had  a  perfect  right 
to  repeal  or  modify  thia  charter  whenever 
thought  it  proper  to  do  so. 

Bnt  while  he  asserted  this  power,  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  wonld  be  an  extreme  case  to 
which  he  would  be  in  favor  of  ezerciiing  it 
If  this  bill  is  to  be  roshed  throngh  Oongreaa 
when  the  cooutrr  is  not  prepared  ^r  It;  when 
the  people  have  not  asked  for  it;  when  nc 

aneation  has  been  made  before  the  people  on 
M  euyeot,  and  in  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, even  the  Whig  party,  in  the  Freeidential 
canvass,  talcing  groond  against  it,  ea  witness 
the  speech  of  Mr,  Badser,  the  present  Secre- 
tory of  the  Navy,  and  the  address  of  the  Whig 
Oonventjon  in  Virgmia,  and  that  this  was  the 
&at  generally  he  would  appeal  firom  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Tyler,  the  official 
head  of  the  par^,  if  the  measure  was  to  be 
adopted  nnder  auch  curcumstasces,  and  es- 
pecially if  the  gag  was  to  be  applied  to  that 
body,  a  proper  record  to  the  interests  of  those 
we  represented  would  prompt  as  to  sound  the 
cry  (H  repeal  throughout  the  land,  and  that 

3DeBti<Hi  will  be  carried,  unless  the  people  of 
lis  country  are  willing  to  be  tranaferrad  to  the 
government  of  bank  corporations. 

He  thought  the  dooMne,  thongh  an  exoellent 
one,  (^  the  inviolability  of  contracts,  came  with 
ta  ill  graoe  from  those  who  hod,  but  a  lew 
months  ainoe^  violated  the  oontrsiot  of  Blair 
and  Bives,  the  Frintera  to  the  Senate.  There 
was  a  dear  and  oneanlvocal  case  of  contract, 
founded  on  a  law  of  tlie  land,  the  bond  was 

Ted,  sealed,  and  delivered,  and  was  approv- 
of  by  your  Beoretary,  And  yet,  m  the 
face  of  m  this,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
was  faithless  to  its  solemn  contract,  and  Blair 
ondBivea  weredispoeMSMd  of  tbeirrights,  and 
another  Printer  baa  rinoe  been  elected. 

Be  Wis  firmly  of  the  cmimon,  tliat  the  best 
thing  the  friends  i^  the  Bank  could  do  would 
'  be  to  go  home,  and  defer  the  pasaage  of  the  bill 
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ontil  the  next  seasion.  Let  them  wait  the  resoU 
of  the  fill  elections ;  and  should  there  be  a 
decided  expresdon  of  the  popular  win  in  bvor 
of  the  Bank,  much  as  he  was  opposed  to  it, 
he  wonld  not  be  the  first  to  move  Id  the  ques- 
tion of  repeal. 

Mr,  Cut,  of  Kentncky,  oaid  that  when  the 
conqueror  of  Oontinentu  Enrop*,  the  hoo  M 
Uarengo  and  Anaterlitz,  was  in  the  zenith  of 
his  power,  an  old  maiden  lady  of  BoItimoR 
exprossed,  in  warm  tarma,  her  dla^iprobitioa 
of  hia  aondnct,  Hadam,  sud  the  iTeochtnsD, 
with  ronch  gravity,  to  whom  she  was  addieat- 
iug  her  remarks,  I  am  sorry  yon  entertain  such 
sentimente  of  the  Emperor ;  I  am  sure  he  wiQ 
be  very  much  hurt  when  he  hears  ctf  it  So 
the  Bubsoribera  to  the  slock  of  this  Bank 
wonld  be  very  much  hurt,  when  tliey  heoid 
the  opinions  of  the  honorable  Senator  as  to 
the  repealability  of  Uieir  charter.  Bat  tlnM 
threats  of  repeal  passed  him  by  as  the  idl« 
wind ;  he  knew  it  would  never  be  attwnpUd 
to  carry  them  into  execntion.  Bnt  if  he  would 
desire  the  Senator  and  his  party  to  be  plved 
in  a  position  which,  above  all  othera,  wouU 
-nin  them  Irretrievably,  it  woold  be  for  then 
o  make  this  a  qnestion  before  the  free^  intdO- 
[ent,  and  law-abiding  people  of  this  oourtry. 
.{ere  is  a  charter  granted  by  Oonm«  it 
twenty  years,  and  on  the  fUth  of  this  jdedft 
of  Congress  individnahi  have  been  indnoed  to 
invest  Uieir  fnnds  in  its  stock.  Let  them  msk* 
this  qnestion,  and  my  life  on  it,  they  will 
receive  a  more  overwhelming  defeat  than  eT«B 
that  of  November  last.  It  was  a  moostrooi 
proi>osition ;  and  it  need  only  to  be  stated,  te 
receive  the  indigation  of  the  pablie. 

Hr.  BnonAKUi  smd,  the  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Eentnctry  had  only  to  be  stated 
to  meet  with  nniversal  indignation  and  I'^vo 
bation.  What  was  the  propositiiMit  Thst 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  m^  be  bartend 
away  without  the  consent  of  the  pecqd* :  thd 
Congress  can  diveet  itself  of  ita  ooo^itatiooil 
functions,  and  oonibr  thran  upon  a  **^ti'"f 
corporation,  by  a  law  which  they  oonld  oobw- 

auentJy  neither  modify  nor  repeoL  lUa  was 
le  proposition,  furly  stated.  The  Seoatet  , 
saya  ne  won't  argne  the  prtmOMtitm.  Sr,  be 
I't  aigne  iL  It  does  not  admit  of  oraninent 
atate  it  is  to  answer  it.  Suppose  Commss 
should  incorporate  a  great  East  India  Com- 
pany within  the  District,  on  which  they  would 
confer  a  monopoly  (rf  all  the  valoable  trade  to 
that  portion  of  the  world.  Will  any  man, 
with  the  pulae  of  liberty  beating  in  his  heart, 
contend  that  there  b  no  legUotive  powtf 
'epeal  thia  odious  monopoly,  th^  remniMr- 
ating  individuals  for  any  looses  which  they 
might  snstunt  Buppoee  the  LegiaUtore  at 
New  York  shonld  charter  a  company  with  the 
exclusive  privil^e  of  trading  in  uw  wbeal 
and  four  jwodnoed  in  that  great  Btate. 
Wonld  the  Senator  oontend  that  a  sabst- 
qnent  Le(^alature  oonld  not  oninil  that  IswT 
To  oontend  for  snoh  a  doctrine  would  be  to 
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inert  that  a  LegialAtiire  can  destror  itseltj 
•id  traiufer  mU  ita  aovereign  delegated  powers 
to  coiporationa.  He  had  as  great  a  reapeot  aa 
uf  man  for  piivaM  ooDtrtots,  and  the  invio- 
libilit;  of  ehartered  ri^ts  held  bj  private  in- 
diriduls;  bat  he  oratended  that  the  doctrine 
HNrted  bj  t}te  Senator  from  Eentocky  was 
•obreniTe  ot  oiyil  liberty,  and  was  aa  oon~ 
Tenient  a  mode  of  changing  onr  form  of  Qot- 
enuneot  aabad  ever  been  desired  by  ita  worse 
nurny. 

It  would  be  au  instdt  to  the  memory  of  the 
ereit  man  who  lately  presided  over  the 
Si^tfane  Oonrt,  to  aaaert  that  he  had  ever 
HHrted  inch  a  doctrine.  Now  what  was  that 
ofHsionl  AfUr  reading  the  remarkt  of  Obief 
Juttce  WTahtJl  which  preceded  his  ooncla< 
Non,  he  ttiA :  Kow,  ^,  cornea  the  principle, 
vliidi  I  iBad  the  other  day :  "  If  the  act  of  in- 
owporalio&  (qf  IiaTtmov.th  CoiUge)  be  a  grant 
ofpolitioal  power — if  it  create  a  civil  institu- 
tioo,  to  Im  employed  ia  the  administration  of 
the  GoTenunant — i^  d^,  kc,  the  inbjeot  ia 
one  in  which  the  Legisktare  of  the  State  may 
.  act  aecording  to  ita  own  Jndgment,  nnrestr^- 
ed  hraiiy  luiitation  of  its  power  imposed  by 
the  CoDnitntion  of  the  United  States. '^ 

And  why  t  Becanae  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tract ii  a  Boverdgn  power  of  Gorenunent,  and 
not  a  mere  private  right. 

How,  sir,  continued  Kr.  B.,I  think  I  have 
dwwn  Qtat  the  principle  asserted  by  me  ia 
Deceasarily  the  law,  and  that  if  this  tnstitntion 
it  WW  "  to  be  employed  in  the  administration 
of  the  OoTemment,'  nay,  in  the  exeoation  of 
'  Koe  of  its  moat  Important  fonoUons,  it  ia  anb- 
JMt  to  amendment  modiflcatioD,  or  repeal ; 
iDd  thoaa  who  iaveat  their  money  in  its  stock, 
wiQ  do  so  witli  that  nnderstaading.    In  ease 


TtTEBDAt,  Jnly  18. 

At  half-ptst  ten  o'clock,  the  nsnal  prayer 
*is  said  br  the  Ohsftlwn,  but  there  was  not  a 
qnonim  in  the  Soiatet 

Mr.  Bkstok  stood  np,  and  said  that  It  was 
evideDt  that  nnder  the  ope^tion  of  the  mie 
requiring  the  Senate  to  commence  its  daily  ses- 
sions at  ten  o'elook,  and,  allowing  but  one  hour 
from  that  to  eleven  for  the  tcomiog  buainesg, 
iiis  friend  (Dr.  Luni)  would  to-day  be  reetrlot- 
•d  to  less  Uian  half  an  honr  in  the  delivery  of 
bis  expodtioD  of  Whig  prindples  and  practices. 
There  waa  no  qnorom :  the  Preudent  of  the 
Senate  was  here;  the  Secretary  and  the  CQerk 
vera  hare,  and  the  t>oaa  had  been  in  for  a  few 
uomuitB,  but  finding  his  bands  were  absent, 
AS  had  left.  He  fUr.  BatrroN)  and  some  ten 
(*  twelve  i£  Ma  friends  had  bad  thdr  prayers 
bum  the  Chaplain;  bnt  the  hands  who  were 
t*  erect  the  boilding  had  to  go  withont  any. 
If  tlui  was  the  sort  of  momlng  hoar  to  be 


it  was  establi^ed,  he  was  do- 
termined  to  act  np  to  it,  and  he  came  nono- 
tnally  to  the  moment  He  (Ur.  B.)  followed 
close  at  his  heels,  and,  after  waiting  patiently 
some  time,  and  finding  only  ux  present,  they 
did  what  a  m^ority  of  those  In  attendance  bad 
a  right  to  do,  and  what  he  (Ur.  Bbktoh) 
would  if  this  conrse  is  followed  np,  have  done ; 
they  a^oumed  and  went  home,  and  those  who 
came  in  after  had  the  basineea  to  themselves, 
and  the  responsibility  of  their  own  nde, 
and  action  on  that  rale.  He  (Mr,  BatnoN') 
thonght  the  few  now  present  conld  do  no 
better  than  to  ibllow  tnis  example;  and  he 
would  actually  propose  to  do  it  U  those  who 
made  the  rnle  persisted  in  this  course.  If 
neither  the  boss  nor  his  banda  ware  here, 
how  was  the  building  to  be  carried  on )  There 
waa  no  use  in  those  who  conld  only  look  on 

The  Pbbsidkht  of  the  Senate  and  the  Secre- 
tary remarked  to  Hr.  Behtoit  that  they  had 
been  in  attendance  since  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bnrotr  said  he  waa  aware  of  that; 
bnt  there  was  no  qaomm,  and  what  ooold  they 
do  I 

Shortly  after  the  PBcaiDiHT  took  the  chair, 
and  the  Journal  was  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, thirteen  Senators  tieing  present;  bnt 
before  the  reading  of  the  Joomal  had  been 
flniehed,  there  were  twen^-fonr  Benatora  in 
attendance, 

Fiteal  BamJe  of  iU  Vnittd  StattL 
Mr.  Oalboux  asked  why  had  not  the  loaa 
bin  been  taken  up  in  the  other  Honse  befbre 
the  land  bill  ?  If  the  exigencies  of  the  Treaa- 
nr7  depended  tor  relief  on  the  loan  bill,  why 
was  it  kept  in  the  background  till  the  fate  <a 
the  land  hill  was  known  ?  As  to  the  sneers  at 
the  Treasury  note  scheme,  they  were  no  proof 
that  it  was  not  infinitely  better,  and  if  imme- 
diate relief  were  the  only  consideration,  infi- 
nitely more  expeditions  and  available  than  the 
loan  bill.  He  ooold  asgure  the  Senator  he  waa 
mistaken  if  he  oalculatcd  on  being  able  to  ob- 
t^  immediate  relief  for  the  Treasory  fhnn  the 
loan  bilL  The  Senate  conld  not  be  made  to 
pass  it  in  a  day,  at  the  word  of  command. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  telb  the  Senate 
the  oUier  Honse  has  got  before  it.  How  baa 
the  other  Honse  got  tidlbre  the  Senate?  B^  a 
despotic  exereise  of  the  power  c£  a  mqjon^. 
By  destroying  the  Hbertiea  of  the  people  In 
easing  their  Bepreaentatives.  By  preventing 
the  minority  fh>m  the  free  exerciae  of  Its  right 
of  remonstrance.  This  is  the  way  the  House 
has  got  before  the  Senate.  And  now  there 
was  too  mnch  evidence  to  doubt  tiuit  the  Sen- 
ate was  to  be  made  to  keep  np  Vith  the  Honaa 
by  the  aams  meaaa. 
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Hr.  Oi^T  sdd  the  Beaabir  vanted  to  knoir 
yriij  the  HonM  had  not  taken  jip  the  loan  bill 
before  the  land  bill.  He  reallj  could  not  tell 
him  why;  he  moet  refer  him  to  the  House 
itself  for  an  answer.  With  resard  to  the  Sena- 
tor's allasioiis  to  the  oontrol  of  the  bnaineas  in 
another  branch  of  Oongresa  by  the  m^ority,  he 
(Ur.  Olat)  waa  expecting  every  moment  that 
tlie  Freddent  of  the  SenMe  would  cell  biin  to 
order,  for  it  rarely  waa  not  competent  in  this 
body  to  snimadrert  on  the  acUoa  of  the  other, 
Bnt  aa  he  bad  iodnlged  in  aotioipatioa,  to  put 
the  matter  b^ond  donbt)  he  (Ur.  Olat)  woiild 
have  tiie  Senidor  to  know  tlu^  be  wonld  resort 
to  the  ootutitntitHi,  and  act  on  tha  righta  inanred 
in  it  to  the  mi^oritf  ,  by  pasring  a  measure  that 
would  insore  uie  eontrol  of  the  boaiDesa  ti!  tlie 
Senate  to  tlum^ori^.  Ifhedid  not  adopt  the 
same  meaoi  wmob  had  proved  ao  bes^dal  In 
the  otlier  Houe,  be  wonld  hare  eoraething 
equally  effldent  to  o9br.  He  had  no  doubt  <x 
the  dieerftd  adoption  of  anoh  a  measnre  when 
it  ahotild  oome  before  the  Senate.  So  far  from 
the  rule  bdng  condemned,  he  wonld  venture  to 
Bay  that  it  wonld  be  generally  aoproved.  It 
waa  the  means  of  oontrolling  uie  bnaines?, 
abridging  long  and  onneeeeeaiy  speeohee,  and 
would  everywhere  be  hailed  as  one  of  the 
greateat  Improvementa  of  the  age.  He  thonght 
U  would  be  neceeaar^  to  reaort  to  rimilar  meaoa 
or  some  other,  to  give  the  majority  a  control 
of  the  bnnneaa  in  the  Senate.  Look  at  tbe 
fkcta  in  tbis  case.  Here  already  three  weeks 
and  a  half  had  been  spent  in  amendment  after 
amendment  to  this  bill,  being  diacoaaed  and  de- 
bated at  as  full  length  as  if  the  whole  bill  was 
on  its  final  passage.  Yet  if  a  proposition  is 
urged  to  oonfine  debate  to  the  merita  or  demer- 
its of  each  amendment,  there  is  an  ontory  made 
about  abrid^g  the  liberty  of  speech.  Was 
snch  a  course  as  that  adopted  on  the  other  side 
proper  t  Was  it  anch  as  would  be  tolerated  by 
tbe  American  people)  Bid  Senators  oi  " 
other  side  thlntc  that  the  people  would 
plain  that  speeches  were  cut  off  which  would 
prevent  the  pablio  bogineea  from  being  carried 
on!  No  snch  thing:  but  they  think  they  know 
the  people.  Now,  he  knew  the  people  too,  and 
he  uiew  they  were  not  going  to  eompliun  abont 
the  abridgment  of  long  speeohea  in  Gongrea^ 
They  want  their  busineBs  to  be  dime — they 
want  action,  and  not  so  moch  talk  abont  it  The 
people  will  be  very  glad  to  find  they  can  get 
H  they  are  so  impatient  for,  carried 


leotod  once  meetdng  with  one  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent and  truly  sensible  men  it  bad  ever  been 
his  good  fortune  to  be  aoqa^t«d  with,  and  he 
was  struck  with  a  remarkable  aning  of  his ; 
it  waa,  that  he  considered  It  utterly  impoesible 
for  any  man,  be  did  not  care  what  hie  genius 
vaa,  to  speak  aensibly  or  oseftilly  on  any  tt^io 
tot  more  than  a  qoarter  of  an  honr.  What 
tbon,  he  (Ur.  Gl«t)  wonld  s^,  waa  tbe  use  of 
such  (^euhea  aa  are  here  madet    There  were 


two  hundred  and  forty  members  in  the  otfaar 
House ;  if  each  was  to  oonaome  an  hoar,  wbca 
wonld  a  session  terminate!  and  yet  the  natrie- 
tion  wonld  be  complained  oC  Hie  giealeH 
grievance  complained  of  by  the  peojde  with  ra- 
■ard  toCongrea^iatheddayof  pnblio  bonaea 
■y  long  speMhes. 

1&.  Koto  lud  the  Senator  complained  of  time 
weeks  and  a  half  having  been  lost  in  ■manSaf 
this  bilL  Was  not  the  Senator  awara  that  i 
waa  himself  and  his  friends  had  oonsomed  moat 
of  that  time  ?  Bnt  now  that  the  minortty  bad 
to  take  it  up,  the  Senate  ia  told  there  mutt  be 
a  gag  law.  Did  he  nnderetand  that  it  wa*  tbt 
intention  of  the  Senator  to  intiodnce  tliat  mcaa- 

rel 

Ur.  Out.    I  will,  dr ;  I  will. 

iix.  Kara.  I  teU  the  Senator,  then,  that  h« 
may  make  hia  arrangementa  at  hia  boaidiBg 
house  for  the  winter. 

Ur  Clat.    Verc  well,  air. 

Ur.  Eraa.  JM  not  the  Senatar,  in  the  be- 
^  inning  of  the  aession,  press  forward  his  bvw- 
Tte  measure,  the  Bank  bill,  by  "  ramoTing  the 
rubbish,"  as  he  called  the  Sub-Treaaaiy',  dedif* 
ins  that  it  oould  not  be  delayed  a  moment,  ii 
oi^er  to  give  to  the  people  this  Bank  biHt 
The  Sub-Treasury  waa  repealed  to  make  raoB 
for  this  splendid  Bank ;  and  now  tliat  waa  le 
be  set  arioe,  ail  at  onoe,  to  make  rocan  liw  aiaw- 
thing  else,  while  the  delay  was  to  be  charged 
npon  them.  Tbe  loan  bill  waa  now  to  be  forad. 
It  waa  the  Bank  bill  at  the  beffiniun^  at  the  ses- 
sion. If  there  was  any  real  neoewty  for  it 
then,  it  existed  still.  He,  (Ur.  Erao,)  to  ta« 
that  point,  waa  read^,  and  he  wonld  nndectake 
to  make  llie  proposition  for  his  friends,  to  gel 
through  with  their  amendniNits  to-day  ud 
to-morrow,  and  let  the  bill  go  to  tha  vote  «i 
Saturday,  or  Monday  at  farthest  No,  no :  tb« 
would  not  do.  Tbe  Senator  did  not  iHn»  waat 
to  risk  that  Some  of  his  frienda  were  abaenli 
Ihey  must  be  waited  for.  With  whfan,  thea, 
was  tbe  delay  t  The  8enat<»-fran  Eentoeky 
had  forgotten  his  own  course  and  that  erf  Ut 
Mends  when  they  were  in  the  minority.  Leak 
at  the  panic  sesuon.  Did  they  not  eoasons 
six  months  in  debating  eveiy  meaaora,  how- 
ever trifling  in  itself;  for  potitiealeAet  I  And 
were  he  and  hia  friends  to  be  rr-' 
presenting  their  views  on  i 
tons! 

He  (Ur.  Eras)  waa  truly  sorry  to  aee  tha 
honorable  Senator  so  &r  ftwgetting  what »  dot 
to  the  Senate  as  to  talk  of  ooerdng  it  by  auy 
posaible  abridgment  of  ita  be»  aotiaai.  The  fiee- 
dom  of  debate  had  never  yet  been  abridged  ia 
that  body  sinoe  the  fbundation  of  tbia  Govern- 
ment Was  it  fit  or  becoming^  after  fifty  yean  ' 
of  unrestrained  liberty,  ta  Uneaten  it  with  a 
gaglawl  He  could  tdl  the  Senator  th^peaoe- 
able  a  man  aa  he  (Ur.  Eiiia)  waa,  whenever  it 
waa  attempted  to  violate  that  aaactway,  be, 
for  one,  would  redst  ttiat  att^spt  evae  nntv 
death.  PerbajM  all  this  was  naoaUed  tot; 
but  the  occasion  would  be  atmie  exooaa.    He 
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*ii  for  twtiiig  tlu  quMtion  of  tbe  Senstor'a 
povsr  to  aarrj  his  Bank  bOI.  L«t  it  be  called 
up  ant,  and  let  the  waatrj  Judge  between  the 
Sautor  and  the  Oj^Kwition,  whose  waa  the  fluiH 
«f  dday.  He  (Mr.  Eiho)  would  undertake  to 
■f  that  there  should  be  no  delar  on  the  part 
d  bia  friendi.  Let  this  Bank  bill  be  diR>oeed 
of  (t  OQoe,  and  then  the  Senator  can  tute  up 
Us  other  DwaaiuM  in  thrir  dne  order.  Unon 
H  he  detested  a  Natiooal  Bank,  he  wonld  not 
create  dei^  hj  taking  oaptiom  ezoepticHU ;  bnt 
be  Bod  hk  friutda  onght  to  deliberate  fint,  and 
MtiAerwarda. 

lEr.  Bunroif  woald  take  this  opportnnitf  to 
■7  a  word  on  this  menace,  eo  often  thrown 
out,  rf  a  deaign  to  itifie  debate,  and  stofi  amend- 
mentg  to  billa  in  this  chamber.  He  ahonld  t»n- 
lider  8Dch  an  attempt  aa  mach  a  Tiolatton  of 
the  eoDstitntion,  and  of  the  pririlegea  of  the 
ehiniber,  as  it  wonld  be  for  a  military  nmrper 
to  enter  np<»  na,  at  the  head  of  hia  aoldioy, 
and  txpA  m  bma  onr  aeats. 

It  is  not  in  order,  oontlnned  Hr.  B., — it  Is  not 
is  order,  and  woald  be  a  breach  of  the  pririlege 
of  the  HoiM  of  RepreeentatiTeaj  to  refer  to  an^ 
thing  whldiiaaT  have  taken  plaoe  in  that  HoDse, 
Mj  bosineis  is  with  onr  own  chamber,  end  with 
the  threat  wbidi  baa  ao  often  been  nttered  on 
this  floor,  dnring  this  extra  seaalon,  of  stifling 
debate^  and  ent&ig  off  amendments,  bj  the  in- 
trodnctifm  of  the  prevloos  qnestion. 

Tith  respeot  to  debates,  ^nators  have  a  oon- 
ititntional  right  to  rouk;  and  while  they 
^Msk  to  the  anUeot  l}ffi'ore  Uie  Honse,  there  is 
no  power  an  jwhere  to  stop  them.  It  is  a  con- 
ititotional  right  When  a  member  departs 
bom  the  qnestion  he  is  to  be  stopped :  it  is  the 
dmy  of  the  Chair — yonr  duty,  Mr.  Freeideot, 
to  stop  him — and  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  Senate 
to  siutain  yoa  in  the  disdiarge  of  this  dntj. 
W«  have  rnles  tor  oondnoting  the  debates,  and 
IhesB  rales  only  require  to  be  enforced  in  order 
to  make  debates  decent  and  imtmctJTe  in  &eir 
import,  and  brief  and  r«aaonri>le  in  their  dar»- 
tHHL  The  Oorenunant  baa  been  in  opentiaa. 
above  fifty  years,  and  the  freedom  of  dettate 
bsi  been  sometinMS  abnsed,  eepeciaSy  during 
the  lait  twelve  yean,  when  those  ont  of  power 
mide  the  two  homes  of  Oongrees  the  arena  of 
poiiUcal  and  eleotionening  oombat  agtinst  the 
Denioaratio  Administration  in  power.  The 
liberty  of  debate  was  abnsed  dnring  this  time ; 
but  the  Democratic  majority  would  not  impose 
gags  and  mnsdes  on  the  months  of  the  minor- 
it;  ;  they  wonld  not  stop  their  speeches ;  oon- 
nderiiK,  and  loatly  consiaering,  utat  tjie  privl- 
t«ge  (/speedt  was  Inestima^  and  Inattadk- 
lUe— that  some  abnae  of  it  was  inseparable 
from  its  ei^oTment— and  that  it  was  bettw  to 
todnre  a  tmnporary  abuse  than  to  incur  a  total 
eitinction  of  this  great  pririlage. 

Bat,  NT,  debate  is  one  things  and  amend- 
laents  another.  A  long  ^eech,  wandering  off 
fram  the  tnll,  is  a  very  different  thing  from  a 
■hort  ameDdment,  dlrooted  to  the  texture  <tf 
the  UU  itael^  and  intwided  to  increase  its  bene- 
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fiolal,  or  to  diminish  its  pr^ndioial,  action. 
These  amendments  are  the  ptnnt  to  which  I 
now  roesk,  and  to  the  nature  of  which  I  por- 
tionlariT  inyoke  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

By  the  Oonatitntion  of  the  TJnitod  States, 
each  bill  is  to  receive  three  readings,  and  each 
rea^ng  represents  a  differuit  stage  of  proceed- 
ing, AM  a  different  mode  of  action  under  it 


Its  ocnt«nta  are ;  and  then  neither  debst«  nor 
amendment  is  expected,  and  never  ocours,  ex- 
cept in  extraordinary  oases.  The  second  read- 
ing is  for  amendments  and  debate,  and  this  read- 
kw  usually  takes  place  in  0(»nnuttee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  House  of  RepresentaliYeB,  and  in 
qvati  committee  in  the  Senate.  The  tbit:d  read- 
me after  the  bill  is  engroased,  is  for  passage ; 
and  then  it  cannot  be  amended,  and  is  nsoally 
voted  npon  with  little  or  no  debate.  Now,  It 
ia  apparent  that  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
is  the  important  one — that  it  is  the  legialAve 
—the  law  making— reading ;  the  one  at  which 
the  ooUecliYe  wisdom  of  the  Honse  is  oonoen- 
trated  n^on  it,  to  free  it  from  defects,  and  to 
improve  it  to  the  ntmost — to  illustrate  its  nar 
tm,  and  trace  its  conseqnenoes.  The  bill  is 
drawn  up  in  a  committee ;  or  it  is  received 
from  a  department  In  the  form  of  hprajtlda 
loi,  and  reported  by  a  committee ;  or  it  is  the 
work  of  a  ringle  member,  and  Introdnced  on 
leave.  The  bul,  before  perfected  by  amend- 
ments, Is  the  work  of  s  committee,  or  of  a  head 
of  a  department,  or  of  a  sin^e  member ;  and 
if  amendments  are  wevent«d,  then  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  tbe  House  is  annihilated ;  the 
edict  of  a  Secretary,  of  a  oommittee,  or  of  a 
member,  becomes  the  law,  and  the  colteoted  and 
conomtratod  wisdom  and  experience  of  the 
House  has  never  been  brought  to  bear  upon  It. 
The  previons  question  outs  off  amendments ; 
and,  therefore,  neither  in  England  nor  in  tiie 
United  State^  until  now,  in  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, has  that  question  ever  been  appli- 
ed to  bills  lin  Committee  of  the  Whide  on  the 
second  reading.  This  question  annihilates  legis- 
lation, sets  at  naught  toe  wisdom  of  the  House, 
and  expunges  the  minori^.  It  Is  always  an 
invidious  question,  bnt  seldom  enforoed  in  Eng- 
land, and  bnt  little  used  in  the  earlier  periods  of 
our  own  Qovemmont.  It  has  never  been  used 
in  the  Senate  at  all,  never  at  any  stage  of  the 
bill;  in  the  House  of  Representatives  it  has 
never  been  used  in  the  second  reading  of  a  bill, 
in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  until  the  present 
session — this  sesrion,  so  ominous  in  Its  eoll  and 
eommencement,  and  which  gives  ddly  proof 
of  its  alarming  tendentnes,  and  of  ita  nnconsti- 
tntional,  dangerous,  and  corrupting  measures. 
The  previons  question  has  never  vet  been  ^- 
plled  in  this  chamber ;  and  to  apply  it  now,  at 
this  ominous  session,  when  all  the  old  Federal 
meosnree  of  fifty  years  ago  are  to  be  conglom- 
erated Into  one  hnge  and  frightfol  mass,  and 
rushed  through  bytme  oonvuldve  effbrt;  to 
apply  tt  now,  under  snoh  clroomstanoee,  ia  to 
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muzzle  the  roondis,  to  sag  the  Jatra,  end  tie  i 
the  toDgnes  of  thoM  wnose  epeeches  would  e 
pose  enonnities  wbioh  canDOt  endure  tiie  light, 
And  {ireeeot  to  the  iwople  these  rainoiiB  meas- 
nres  in  the  colon  in  vbioh  they  ought  to  be 
■een. 

The  opinion  of  the  people  is  invoked- 
are  siud  to  be  opposed  to  long  speeches,- 
favor  of  action.    Bat,  do  taej  want  action 


irltlioat  deliberation,  vithont  conm  deration, 
without  knowing  what  wo  are  doing  I  Do  thej 
want  biUi  withont  amendments — without  oi- 
aminaUon  of  details — witboat  a  knowledge  of 
their  effect  and  operotioa  when  ther  are  passed. 
Oertainlf  the  peofile  wish  no  snch  thing.  Tbey 
want  nothing  which  will  not  bear  disoaBuon. 
The  people  are  in  fovor  of  discnsaion,  and  nerer 
read  onr  debates  with  more  aridity  than  at  this 
ominons  and  oridoal  estraordlnarr  session. 
Bat  I  oan  well  oonoeive  of  those  who  are  affainet 
ttiJlM  debates,  and  want  them  stifled.  Old  se- 
dition law  Federalism  is  agwnst  them :  the 
oormorante  who  are  whetting  their  bills  for  the 
pnj  which  the  aota  of  this  seeeion  are  to  give 
them,  are  against  them :  and  the  advooatee  of 
these  acts,  who  cannot  answer  these  arga- 
ments,  and  who  shelter  weakness  under  dioni- 
jted  siWoe,  the;'  are  all  weoiy,  sick,  and  tired 
of  a  contest  which  rages  on  one  side  only,  and 
which  exposes  at  once  tbe  badness  of  tbeir  cause 
and  the  defeat  of  its  defenders.    Sir,  this  call 


for  action  I  action  I  action  1  (it  was  well  said 
yesterday)  comes  from  tl 
der  I  plunder  I  plunder  I 


yesterday)  comes  from  those  whose  cry  is,  plui 


The  prevloQs  question,  and  the  old  sedition 
law,  are  measures  of  the  same  character,  and 
children  of  the  same  ^u^ots,  and  intended  for 
the  same  purposes.  They  are  to  hide  light 
— to  enable  those  in.  power  to  work  in  darkness 
— to  enable  them  to  proceed  unmolested — and 
to  permit  them  to  establish  r  ' 


without  stint,  and  without  detection.  The  in- 
troduction of  this  previous  question  into  this 
body^  I  shall  reust  as  I  would  resist  its  conver- 
don  mto  a  Bed  of  Justice— £i<  de  Juttiee — of 
the  old  French  monarchy,  for  tbe  registration 
of  royal  edicts.  In  these  Beds  of  Justice— the 
Parliament  formed  into  a  Bed  of  Justice— the 
Kings  before  the  Bevolution  caused  their  edicts 
to  be  registered  without  debate,  and  without 
amendment.  The  King  ordered  it,  and  it  was 
done — his  word  became  law.  On  one  occasion, 
when  the  Parliament  was  refractory,  Ixmia 
XIY.  entered  the  chamber,  booted  and  spurred 
— a  whip  in  his  hand — a  horsewhip  in  his 
hand — and  stood  on  his  feet  until  the  edict  was 
re^tered.  This  is  what  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  passing  bills  without  debate  or  aroond- 
meot,  in  France.  But,  in  extenuation  of  this 
conduct  of  Louis  XIV.  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  he  was  a  very  young  man  when  he 
ootnniitted  thb  Indiscretionj  more  derogatory 
to  himself  than  to  the  Parliament  whioh  was 
the  sul^ect  of  the  Indignity.  He  never  repeat- 
ed in  Us  riper  age,  for  he  was  a  gentlenUD,  as 
well  as  a  Idng,  and  in  a  fifty  years'  reign  neTer 


repeated  that  indiscretion  of  his  yontli.  Tnt, 
no  whips  may  be  brought  into  tm  l^idtiin 
halls  to  enforce  the  gag  and  tiK  nmnlt,  bn 
I  go  against  the  thuigs  tbemsdns-igaat 
the  infringement  of  the  right  of  RMKb--ad 
against  the  annihilation  of  our  legisititt  fietl- 
tjes  by  annihilating  the  right  of  miUncnvii^ 
ments,  I  go  agamst  these ;  and  ay  tlitt  n 
shall  be  notbi^  but  a  bed  of  Jmtic*  Ira  b 
reKistratioQ  of  inesidentisl,  or  psrtisan,  or  dril 
chleftBin  edicts,  when  debates  and  smadiiKgli 
are  suppressed  in  this  body. 

Sir,  when  the  prerious  qneetlou  ibH  h 
brought  into  this  chamber — when  it  slid  h 
appUed  to  our  bills  in  onr  quan  eomnutt«t-l 
am  ready  to  see  my  l^isUtive  life  tenmmltj. 
I  want  no  seat  here  when  that  shall  be  the  cat 
As  the  Romans  held  their  natm«l  IItu,  so  de  I 
hold  my  political  existence.  The  Rcnjin  ur- 
ried  his  life  on  the  point  of  his  sword;  ud 
when  that  life  ceased  to  be  honorable  to  Hmi^ 
or  neefiil  to  his  country,  he  fell  upoa  bUsimd, 
and  died.  This  made  of  that  people  tlte  nut: 
warlike  and  heroic  nation  of  the  Mrtb.  Tim 
they  did  with  their  natural  lives,  I  sm  viHi 
to  do  with  my  legislative  and  pcditical  tis, 
enoe :  I  am  willing  to  terminate  It,  either  irlia 
It  shall  cease  to  be  honorable  to  myself  tuvt 
fbl  to  my  country ;  and  that  I  feel  would  ^ 
the  case  when  this  chamber,  sMpped  oF  ie 
constitutional  freedom,  shall  receive  ttie  {i{ 
and  muzzle  of  the  prerious  qneettmi. 

Ur.  Clit  said,  as  to  the  proM^tion  of  ftt 
Senator  from  Alabama  to  tut  tne  qoeitim  M 
the  Bank  bill,  now  or  In  a  day  or  two,  did  b 
not  perceive  that  in  the  very  temaria  he  b^ 
made  himself,  he  had  given  a  very  good  mM 
why  s&ir  test  could  not  be  taken;  thstw* 
the  absence  of  some  Benatorsi 

Mr,  KiSQ  Biud  he  believed  there  w»  no  « 
absent  but  the  Senator  from  Thgiiui,  (^' 
RivKe.) 

Ur.  Out  said  that  Senator  knewtlstw 
friend  had  been  called  away  by  the  fa^JW* 
tion  of  his  family,  and  the  Senator  from  Tl^ 
ginia,  too,  was  absent,  though  he  did  not  bni> 
as  far  as  that  bill  was  concerned,  whetba  A 
would  be  considered  a  cause  of  great  lsii>a>t>' 
tion.  He  (Mr.  Cu.-!)  would,  however,  u}'^ 
after  all,  be  thought  the  gentlemen  on  th«  (W^ 
aide  would  find  it  was  better  to  go  on  withw 
public  bufflness  harmonionaly  ana  mod  himw- 
ediy  together,  and  all  would  get  along  bat"- 
"  ronld  remind  the  gentlemen  of  mtir  W 
se  when  in  power,  and  the  ft«qnent  om*- 
o.„ud  on  wbioh  the  minority  then  acted  iw 
courtesy  in  allowing  their  Treasury  note  Vm 
to  pass,  and  on  various  other  occaaom  * 
thought  it  was  understood  Qiat  thejw«» 
go  into  Executive  sesdon,  and  afterwirfs  ttt( 
up  the  loan  bilL  He  should  fbel  it  hia  dotj  ta 
take  measures  to  give  the  m«lori^  the  «"- 
trol  of  the  hudneaa,  mugre  ^  the  ai«ui«" 
that  had  been  made.  What  had  been  u™ 
course  when  in  a  mbority!  ■ff''*' the  ca«^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  finance  bmught  fit- 
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Ttrd  bis  memnres  for  Ute  Israe  of  Treamirr 

Dcit«&  the  neoeaait;  of  the  caw  was  pleaded, 
ud  in  uo  instaaoe  wu  there  more  Uian  &n 
honr's  debate  on  the  hiUa,  With  rtgard  to 
the  Tr««Mir7  note  Byetem,  it  was  the  poliof  of 
tlte  last  AdutinistratiDn,  while  a  loan  would  be 
tbe  policv  of  the  present.  Thev  preferred  the 
good  old-fashioneid  modo  of  couig  bu^ess, 
donbtiiiglheen)ediencf  of  tbe  other;  and  they 
bad  roksoD  to  think  that  BOmethSng  like  a  re- 
ciprocal kindnees  would  hare  been  exeroised, 
pttticnlarl;'  when  the  condition  of  the  Treas- 
uiT  bad  been  stated. 

Ur.  Calhotth  rose  to  rep^,  [Here  it  was 
obserrcd  the  boor  bod  expired.]  Not  ret,  (eaid 
Xr.  0.,)  there  la  a  minnte,  and  I  avw  inyMtf 
of  that  Dunnte.  Ur.  0.  s^d  he  thought  thb 
boginess  closely  analogous  to  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws.  Here  was  a  palpable  attempt  to 
inMn^  tbe  right  of  speech.  He  would  tell  tbe 
Senator  that  t£e  minority  had  rights  under  tbe 
constjtation  which  they  meant  t<i  axeroiae,  and 
let  the  Senator  try  when  he  pleased  to  abridge 
those  rights,  he  would  find  It  no  easy  Job. 
'Vben  hid  that  aide  of  the  Senate  ever  songht 
to  protract  diiouasion  nnnecesaarily  T  [Cries  of 
"  Never !  never !  "]  Where  was  there  a  body 
that  had  lees  abased  its  privUegea  f  If  the  gag 
law  was  attempted  to  be  pat  in  foroe,  he  wonld 
renst  it  to  the  lost  As  Jndgmeot  had  been 
prooonnced,  he  supposed  sabmission  was  ex- 
pected. The  nnrestrdoed  liberty  of  speech, 
and  freedom  of  debate,  had  been  preserved  In 
the  Senate  for  fifty  years.  Bat  now  ttie  warn- 
ing was  ^ren  that  tbe  yoke  was  to  be  put  on 
it  which  had  already  been  placed  on  the  other 
brsDch  of  Oongrees,  There  never  had  been  a 
txidy  in  this,  or  any  other  coanby,  in  which, 
for  each  a  len<th  of  time,  so  much  dignity  and 
decorum  of  debate  hod  been  maintained.  It 
TIB  remarkable  for  the  fact,  the  range  of  dis- 
cmsion  was  less  discnrsiTe  than  in  any  other 
siniilar  body  known.  Speeches  were  uniformly 
oonSned  to  the  snbject  under  debate.  There 
could  be  no  pretext  for  interference.  There 
vat  none  bat  that  of  all  despodams.  He  would 
pvB  the  Senator  from  Eeatucky  noUce  to  bring 
on  his  gag  measure  as  soon  as  be  pleased.  He 
VDold  find  it  no  such  easy  matter  as  he  seemed 
lo  think. 

The  morn 

Ifr.LiSN 
remarks. 

The  Chaib  sud  It  was  not  in  tbe  power  of 
tbe  Chur  to  give  leave, 

Ur.  LuiN  s^d  he  wonld  not  occupy  more 
than  a  minnte  or  two. 

The  Chaib  said  there  was  no  discretionary 
power— the  usual  course  was  to  oak  the  leave 
of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  LiHs.  Well,  sir,  I  esk  the  leave  of  the 
Senate. 

Leave  was  dven. 

Ur.  Ldeh  said  it  was  an  old  Scottishproverb, 
that  tbre«tened  people  live  longest.  He  boned 
the  libertiea  of  the  Senate  would  yet  ontuve 


the  threats  of  the  Senator  fKtm  Kentucky. 
Bat,  if  the  lash  was  to  be  implied,  he  voold 
rather  it  was  applied  at  onoe  tlian  to  be  always 
threatened  with  it  There  Is  great  compl^nt 
of  delay ;  but  who  was  causing  tbe  delay  now 
growing  out  of  this  threat  t  Had  it  nut  been 
mode,  there  wonld  be  no  neoeadty  for  repelling 
iL  He  knew  of  no  diapoaition  on  the  part  of 
bis  Mends  to  oonsmne  Uie  time  that  ought  to 
be  given  to  tbe  pnbiio  bn^en.  He  had  never 
known  bis  Mends,  while  in  the  majority,  to 
complain  of  discussion.  He  knew  very  well, 
and  could  make  allowances,  that  tbe  Senator 
ftom  Eentacky  was  placed  in  a  very  trying 
sitnadon.  He  knew,  also,  that  bis  political 
friends  felt  themselves  to  be  in  a  very  critical 
condition.  If  he  brought  forward  measures 
that  were  questionable,  be  had  to  encounter 
resistance.  But  be  was  in  the  pre^oament 
that  he  had  pledged  hin»elf  to  carry  those 
measures,  and,  if  he  did  not,  it  wonld  be  his 
political  rain.  He  had  every  thingon  the  iseue, 
nenoe  bis  impatience  to  pronounce  indgment 
agunA  the  right  of  Uie  minority  to  discuss  his 


Ur.  Clat  hoped  the  Senator  would  allow 
him  to  say  that  on  no  occasion  had  he  offered 
to  pronounce  J^udgroent 

Ur.  LiKir  said  ne  had  understood  htm  to  say 
that  if  the  Senate  was  disposed  to  do  as  he 
thonght  It  ought  to  do,  they  wonld  adopt  tbe 
same  rule  as  the  other  Eoose. 

Ur.  Olat  said,  certwnly  ho  meant  that.     " 

Ur-  Luni  said,  very  well ;  If  the  Senator  was 
In  such  a  critical  oonditjon,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
soy  he  cannot  get  hisroeasuresthroDgh  without 
cnttjng  off  debate,  why  does  he  not  accept  the 
proposition  of  taking  the  vote  on  his  Bank  bill 
on  Monday  ?  If  be  brings  forward  measnres 
that  have  been  battled  against  successfully  for 
a  quarter  of  a  centnry,  ]b  it  any  wonder  that 
they  should  be  opposed,  and  time  shonld  be 
demanded  to  dlstnuB  theml  The  Senator  is 
aware  that  Whi^ery  Is  dying  off  in  the  conn- 
try,  and  that  there  Is  no  tune  to  1M  lost ;  nnless 
he  and  bis  friends  pass  these  meosarea  they  ore 
mined.  All  he  shonld  esj  to  him  was,  pass 
thera  if  he  could.  If,  in  order  to  do  it,  he  b 
ohUged  to  come  on  with  his  gag  law,  he  (Ur. 
Libn)  would  say  to  his  friends,  let  them  meet 
him  like  men.  He  was  not  for  threatening, 
but  if  he  was  obliged  to  meet  the  cri^  be 
wonld  do  ft  as  became  him.  The  mies  adopted 
were  always  fbr  themselves,  and  against  the 
minority.  What  was  this  loan  billt  Was  it, 
like  Tr^ury  notes,  to  pay  out  for  claims  dne  I 
No,  it  was  to  anticipate  claims  not  dne.  Why 
not,  then,  hold  it  over,  and  meet  tbe  claims  dne 
in  the  shortest  and  most  obvious  w^  t  The 
hnny  Is  so  great,  that  to  get  It  poased,  we  are 
threatened  with  a  measure  which  will  eonsnme 
a  whole  week  in  discussion. 

Ur.  Clai,  from  his  seat,  aaked,  XHd  the  Sen- 
ator mean  to  say  a  week  wonld  be  consumed  in 
Executive  seBsion  I 

Ur.  LmK  s^d  he  did  not ;  be  meant  that  a 
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veelc  would  be  ooumnwd  in  the  dlnoasioii  of 
the  ng  law. 

ih.  fixsuiK  moved  to  go  into  ExeontiT« 
■esaion. 

On  this  B  debate  arose  as  to  a  p<rfnt  of  order 
under  tli«  new  nle,  which  ootnipied  some  ton 
or  fifteen  minntes,  Hessra.  Ouhoun,  Olit, 
£□10,  and  Allxr,  pariidpating; 

The  Ckaib  dedded  the  motion  to  go  into 
EzecutiTe  bnnnett  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Oalbovk  took  an  appeal  from  the  d»- 
draon,  bot  witlidrew  it  at  the  soggestioD  of 
friends  behind  him. 

Ur.  OALSonir  asked  where  was  the  neoeesi^ 
of  gohig  into  EiecntJTe  bnabeu  then  t  Oould 
thef  not  go  on  with  the  business  before  the 
Senate  for  soma  two  or  three  houTB,  and  go  into 
Executive  session  at  the  close  of  the  da;) 

3b.  Bbbbheh  did  not  think  it  a  proper  anh- 
ject  to  discuss.  Did  not  feel  blmself  at  libertf 
to  state  rewom. 

Hr.  Oalhodh  wonid  ask  if  the  reasons  were 
Teirnrgent. 

Mr.  Bkbbish  oonld  onl;r  "7  *'och  was  his 


ImOTeerioD 
The  Ben 


BOUBE  OF  BEPBESEHTATrTES. 

WKDmsDxr,  Jolf  31. 

Sbtn»  Sjpadron. 

A  BILL  nuking  appropriiUon  Tor  the  pay,  sabsiEit- 

ence,  itc,  of  a  home  aqiudroii. 

£4  it  tnatUd  by  On  SauOt  and  Smue  0/  Btprt- 
tnttUivet  of  Oit  iTniUd  StattM  of  Amenta  in  Conr 
grru  atiemblcd.  Thai,  for  the  pa;  and  subaiatence, 
UkCTeau  and  repain,  medicine*,  ud  cottUageot  ei- 
pnuee,  ct  two  fligatca,  two  doopa,  tvo  noall  yeaaela, 
and  two  aimed  ateamen,  to  be  employed  aa  a  botne 
■qoadron,  the  som  of  seven  hnndred  and  eiriity-nine 
thousand  three  hmidred  and  ten  doUara  &  ueteb]' 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  ont  of  an;  monej  In  the 
Trtmarj  not  otherwise  appn^wiated. 

Ur.  CouEB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 
184,  nays  8 ;  so  the  hill  was  passed,  and 

lie  Honse  a^onmed 

nr  8EBATS. 

Satdsdat,  July  S4. 
Tht  Bankrupt  BUI. 

This  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on.  the 
qncstion,  "  Shall  this  l»ll  passf  " 

Mr.  Tallkadob  rose,  aod  spoke  for  upwards 
of  an  hotu-  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  biil. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  there  might  be 
great  naanitaity  in  the  vote,  fur  the  sake  of 
uie  moral  ioflnence  it  would  haveon  llie  meas- 
nre.  He  was  anziona,  in  this  instaoea,  that 
Senators  should  soar  above  the  atmosphere  of 
party,  and  unite  in  favor  of  a  law  alike  oalled 


for  by  the  dictates  of  aoirnd  pobt?  aad  oocnct 
Judgment. 

Mr.  Bdobuiax  said  he  objected  to  tbg  tal 
before  the  Senate  as  a  eoImWy  banir^  !» 
/ivtn  ieffimt&tff  I9  end,  and  retrospeotitA  in  ib 
operation  on  all  obligations.  He  tdtmd  te 
the  reeult  under  former  experinMuts  d  w^ 
laws,  and  gBve  the  history  01  the  banknrt  ht 
of  1800.  It  was  paesed  for  a  tmdted  pmul. 
Before  its  term  bad  half  mn  ont,  it  WK  R|mI- 
ed  by  a  vote  of  09  to  IS  in  the  Hoase-a  tke 
Senate  by  17  to  IS.  In  PounylvaDia  m  it- 
solvent  law  had  passed  ia  tfaeni^nreofaljtBk- 
rupt  act,  and  it  was  uoanimondy  repeiM  Ito 
next  year.  The  calamities  of  ISlS-lBHpn- 
dnced  another  att«inpt  to  eetabllsh  a  baabifl 
qystem.  The  objections  which  he  than  vr^ 
agtdnat  the  proposed  law,  in  coqinnttiw  vA 
Mr.  Lowndes,  was,  that  the  mauiinety  of  Ik 
General  Government  was  incompetttit  to  nA 
a  system  over  so  wide  a  jnrisdiotuHk  as  tlul  uf 
the  Union.  The  ot^ections  then  urged  nm  ■ 
applicable  to  the  preeent  measnie.  It  nt 
impossible  to  oarry  it  into  effect  witboatmilti- 
plying  the  courts  of  the  United  States  Iosto; 
great  extent  There  most  be  ten  time*  vt 
judicial  force  now  existing.  There  most  tai 
sort  of  Judicial  consolidation  throa^xnl  tb 
Union.  As  it  regards  remote  debtors  tKaad 
in  distant  States,  the  impractioability  cf  tk 
attendance  of  their  creditors  would  iakt  tUi 
law  a  iponge  of  all  lidbilitiet,  without  the  p* 
sibility  of  gnuding  agwnst  frauds  <»  of  pr» 
tecting  in  any  war  the  intereeta  of  cndika  1 
He  was  willing  to  have  a  bankniiA  law  wtek 
wonld  exeonte  itselt  A  ownpodtion  antliwii-  I 
ing  the  courts  to  disdurge  debtors  on  lbs 
getting  the  consent  of  the  nu^Jmi^  la  nnnte 
and  vdoe  of  their  creditors,  and  open  thsar  I 
render  of  all  the  means  a{  the  debtor  for  Ik  I 
benefit  of  the  wh<de  of  hts  eredilorfc  Be 
would  prophesy  that  this  banknipt  biU  wiw 
irodoce  the  greatest  excitemeat  ever  wilnead 
Q  the  country.  It  would  be  repesled  la  «  ' 
short  a  time  aa  that  of  1800.  In  themeacliK 
there  would  be  a  mah  upon  the  coorti  tW 
wonld  overwhelm  those  tribunals  with  k0'    1 


Mr.  WAiBBB  replied  to  Mr,  BotbawiJ 
aivumenta,  contcndmg  for  the  priBei]dM  of  tk 
biD  and  its  details.  He  pointed  to  tbs  tnt- 
rupt  law  of  Pennsylvania,  the  great  co<>iFttf< 
agmnat  wldch  was,  that  it  vras  eorapnlsMy  ■» 
partial  in  its  bearing;  and  that  was  tb«  »«« 
why  it  had  been  remaled.  He  denied  tltit  (k 
passage  of  thU  bill  could  have  a  ioAtoej  ^ 
expand  credit;  but,  on  the  contrary,  •«« 
have  a  reverse  action.  He  thanked  the  8«*f 
for  the  sympathy  he  had  expressed  fe  oust- 
tonato  debtors ;  bot  he  wonld  raliar  hty>  W 
Lis  vote  than  his  sympathy;  and  bs  AcnU 
have  respected  that  aympiuliy  much  lo^*^ 
the  Senator  had  not  made  the  powerful  q>wai 
he  did  ag^nst  them.  If  tbisUwwMOotiM- 
ed,  the  thouaanda  of  unfortunate  debtonutu 
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mntrj  wonld  aither  have  to  wear  the  cbaina 
rfthe  lUve,  or  become  esUea  from  their  native 
Ittd.  The  Brgoneat  that  ttke  lav  could  not  be 
axMoted,  was  an  argament  agunst  the  Oonitti- 
tntion  of  the  United  Btotea.  There  was  no 
difflenlty  whatever  in  the  execution  of  the  law 
—ill  the  details  were  left  to  commianoDers, 
ud  la  to  the  teetimonj  of  witneeaes  at  a  dia- 
tacce,  depoettiona  oonld  be  taken.  Aa  to  the 
law  of  1900,  on  the  repeal  of  which  so  mooh 
•trea  waa  laid,  the  jwindpal  caose  of  objection 
agaiaat  It  was  tliat  it  was  a  compnlaoTT'  law. 
A«  to  the  PtdUdeliihialBW<tf  181S,  It  conferred 
priTilege  on  the  oitizena  of  FhUadelpbia  in  the 
diwliarge  of  Uieir  oblIgatl<His  whiah  woa  denied 
toeiticBCkaof  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  thia 
privilege  waa  ooosldered  so  odiona  aa  to  lead 
hi  the  repeal  of  the  law.  Instead  of  beinK 
a  iUiiiiiIdb  to  eioeaeiTe  epecolatioa,  he  conteoO' 
•d  that  ita  operation  would  be  preoiaely  the 
lerene.  In  stating  the  unequal  operation  of 
State  Uwa,  which  releaaed  debtors  in  aome 
States,  while  they  who  where  equally  honest 
and  eqnallj  unfortunate,  remaned  bound  in 
otben,  the  abongest  argument  was  adduced  in 
&vor  ni  the  passage  of  a  general  baukrapt  law, 
ntiifbnn  in  ita  operadon.  No  man  could  doubt 
that  Oongren  hsa  the  power  to  grant  the  relief 
to  Joudlj  called  for,  and  the  StaMa  had  not  the 
power. 

Hi.  BaBRtnr  replied  at  great  lengtb  to  the 
ai^nmenls  of  Ur.  Buoeaki.n,  defending  the 
pnnciples  and  details  of  the  bill.  He  Bp<^s  of 
Chat  feature  which  took  from  the  creditor  die 
ooDsent  to  release,  and  placed  the  debtor  under 
the  nu^eat]'  of  the  law,  oontending  tliat  if  tbe 
debtor  be  fr«e  from  stain,  and  has  made  an 
hoaest  surrender  of  all  his  effects,  he  is  placed 
under  an  unbiassed  arbiter,  the  repreeeDtative 
of  the  law,  whioh  he  thought  was  a  great  im- 
[TOTement  over  all  prior  meaaarea  of  the  kind. 
Mr.  PKumee  aai^  as  the  bill  Involved  very 
important  jMindidea,  he  wonld  move  that  the 
qnntioa  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  naya  having  been  ordered  on 
the  paaaoge  oS  the  bill,  the  vote  stood  as  fol- 

Tais. — MeasM.  fiairow.  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
(3iT  of  Kentucky,  Clajton,  Dixon,  Brans,  Bander 
•cm,  HnDdngtonl  Ker,  Hetridc,  UUer,  Uorehead, 
TknkKi,  Fbe^  Potter,  Hmmcma,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Bautbtrd,  Tsllmadge,  Walker,  White,  WiUlama, 
Woodhriga,  and  Teniw— 26. 

Sun. — MxmiL.  Allen,  Ardier,  Bajaid,  Benton, 
Bndanan,  Oalboon,  Qay  of  *l«)i«Tn«^  Culhbert, 
TaHaa,  Giahui,  King,  I^m,  UcRobertL  Nidiolion, 
Pieiw,  Freatlo,  Hires,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conoecticut, 
BtnijBon,  T^pan,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 23. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 


UoHiMT,  July  36. 

Fitcal  Bank  qfihe  Ukittd  Statu. 

The  orders  (rf  the  day  being  called,  the  Fiaoal 

Bank  bill  came  np  on  ue  farther  o<Ki^«a-atdon 

Tea.  XIV.— ai 


[JOLV,  18*1. 

of  the  amendments  adopted  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  to 
propose  some  amendmeots  to  the  amendment 
providing  that  the  Bank  sbsU  not  increase  the 
amount  of  debts  due  to  it  when  the  notes  in 
oironlation  exceed  three  times  the  amount  of 
specie  in  its  vaults.  He  wished  to  modify  it, 
so  as  to  provide  that  the  Bank  shall  not, 
"knowingly,"  Increase  the  amount  of  debts 
dae  to  it,  when  the  notes  in  oironlation  exceed 
three  times  the  amount  of  specie  in  its  vanlts,  . 
and  whenever  snch  excess  takes  place,  "  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  Bud  corpora^n  to  return  to  thia 
proportion,  with  as  littJe  d^ay  as  will  be  si^e 
and  practicable,"  The  parent  Bank  might  not 
be  aware  at  a  given  moment  of  the  state  of  the 
branches,  and  might,  without  knowing  it,  in- 
our  a  forfeiture  of  charter.  It  would  anawer 
every  pnq>oee,  if  as  soon  as  the  Bank  could 
ascertain  the  proportions  of  circulation  and 
specie,  it  shonid,  if  there  was  an  excees  of  cir- 
culation, call  it  in  gradually. 

The  verbal  amendments  snggested  by  Mr. 
Olat,  were  then  adopted. 

The  committee's  amendment  prohibiting  the 
direotora  of  any  office  of  discoont  and  deposit 
from  becoming  borrowers  to  a  larger  amount 
tlian  tlO,000  each,  next  came  under  consider- 
ation. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  regarded  the  present 
motion  as  portentons  in  its  character.  Its  ef- 
fect wonld  be  to  open  the  Bank,  with  all  ita 
immense  capital,  to  thoae  who  managed  ita 
afliurB,  without  WitaUon  or  restriction.  Aa 
the  section  now  stood,  including  the  proviso, 
the  liability  of  each  director  may  amount  to  a 
sura  "  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollaia."  In 
other  words,  every  director  may  borrow  $10,- 
000  of  the  Bank,  under  the  section  as  it  stands; 
and,  from  the  eiperieooe  of  the  past,  Mr.  0, 
donbted  not  most  of  them  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privUe^^  Was  it  not  most  uo- 
resBonable  for  the  Senator  from  Kentno^ 
(Ur.  Oi.i.y)  to  de^re  to  remove  this  restriction 
sltogiether,  and  niffer  directors  to  borrow  m 
muui  as  they  thonght  proper  t  Remove  thia 
restriction,  and  there  would  be  nothing  to  pre- 
vent  them  from  dividing  out  the  entire  capital 
of  the  Bank  amongst  themselves — and,  at  some 
of  the  branches,  there  waa  little  doubt  they 
wonld  do  it  He  (Mr,  C.)  had,  on  another  oc- 
cauon,  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  he  hod  known 
an  instaooe,  when  the  directors  of  a  bank,  with 
a  capital  ot  two  milliona  of  dollars,  had  loaned 
to  uiemsdves,  their  relations,  and  those  con- 
nected witik  them  in  bntdneea,  to  the  amount 
of  $2,800,000— about  $800,000  more  than  the 
capital  aotnally  paid  inl  If  the  motion  of  the 
Benator  from  Eentnc^,  destroying  the  amend- 
ment nude  In  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  pre- 
vailed, what  would  remain  to  prevent  the  di- 
rectors of  this  Bank  from  perpetrating  a  aimilar 
outrage  t  Bad  gentlemen  eetteiated  the  amount 
whioh  ndg^  be  borrowed  by  the  direotora  of 
all  the  branchea  under  the  amendment  aa  It 
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novTBtoMl?  If  thefhod  not,  lie  famted  the; 
vonid  do  80  before  votdag  on  the  motioi)  of  the 
BeoaUir  ^m  EeDtDckjr.  Should  there  be 
established  orilj  one  branch  in  each  of  the 
Btates  and  Territories,  the  Dumber  wonld  be 
twentj-nine:  and  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  di 
rectors  of  all  the  branches  (allowing  nino  to  i 
branch)  would  be  two  hnndred  and  aiitj-one. 
and  (10,000  to  each  director  wonld  amonut  to 
|S,G10,000 — eqoal  to  more  than  a  twelfth  pari; 
of  the  entire  capital  of  the  Bank.  This  wonld 
'  oertainl?  be  enough  for  the  directorsof  abank, 
in  all  oonaclence.  Yes,  it  wonld  be  more  than 
enongh.  Experience  had  shown,  that  It  wonld 
be  better  to  restrain  them  altogether,  It  was 
hb  (Ur.  O.'s)  opinion  that  bank  directors  shonld 
never  be  borrowers  of  the  institution  whose 
afihfrs  thej  mana^.  The;  ought  not  to  be 
men  who  stood  m  need  of  aocommodatdtms. 
The  tendency  was  to  coimption  and  misman- 
Bgement,  as  had  been  full;  demonstrated  hy 

fiast  experience.  He  called  on  gentleinen  to 
ook  at  the  historf  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States — to  see  the  millions  which  had 
been  loaned  to  officers  and  directors — and  the 
manner  fa  which  thej  had  been  suffered  to 
eitingniah  those  Tast  debts  hj  transfbta  of 
Texan  bonds,  railroad  stocks,  and  other  stocks 
of  ever;  po^ble  description  at  their  nominal 
amonnt,  when  their  real  ralae,  in  manj  in- 
atances,  was  not  more  than  3d  oenta  tn  the  dol- 
lar. It  was  thns  that  the  stockholders  and 
creditors  of  the  Bank  had  been  defranded  of 
their  capittd  and  their  Jnst  rights.  These  were 
facta  agunst  which  we  should  not  close  our 
eyes,  we  need  not  ezprct  men  have  become 
more  honest  or  incorruptible.  The  best  waj 
to  keep  men  honest  is  to  "  lead  them  not  Into 
temptation." 

Mr.  O.  add  the  BeDator  from  Eentaoky  {,Ur. 
Olat)  had  dedared  his  pnrpose  to  foHow  ap 
this  motion  by  another^  to  diaasree  to  the 
amendment  which  restrained  members  of  Oon- 
greas  from  borrowing.  He  deprecated  liiia.  If 
posdble,  more  than  the  motion  more  immedi- 
ately before  the  Senate.  Congress  was  to  ap- 
Kint  committees  to  examine  the  Bank  and 
inches — members  of  Congress  were  to  con- 
stitute those  commtttees— and,  in  certain  con- 
ttngenoiea,  Congress  was  to  order  a  icira  /aeia* 
■gainst  the  Bank  to  annnl  its  charter.  Mem- 
bers  of  Congress  were  to  be  the  examiners  and 
the  judges  to  pass  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank. 
Mr.  0.  asked  if  anch  considerations  should  not 
restrain  them  becoming  debtors  of  the  Bank  ? 
Was  there  no  danger  that  members  under 
heavy  obligations  to  the  Bank,  perhaps  to  an 
amonnt  anffldent  to  swallow  up  their  whole 
estates,  wonld  be  inclined  to  forbear,  to  with- 
hold the  awards  of  strict  justice,  under  such 
dronmstances  t  Nay,  sir,  is  there  not  much 
danger  that  members,  whose  indebtedness 
places  them  In  the  power,  and  at  the  merer  of 
the  board  of  dlreoton,  may  be  deterred  from 
the  Eiithfiil  performance  of  their  duties  t    He 
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to  answer  these  questions  in  the 
Common   delicacy  forbade  snch 

Mr.  0.  referred  to  the  enormous  loainiiiidt 
to  members  of  Congress  by  the  IsU  Buk  of 
the  Unit«d  States,  as  additional  grooad  loi  ifr 
strictjng  members  from  all  manner  of  locomiOD- 
dation.  The  war  of  the  late  United  States  Buk 
upon  the  Oovemment,  might  be  svd  to  bnt 
commenced  shortly  alter  Gen.  Jacksan^s  fini 
Message  to  Congress — in  December,  1828,  Id 
the  year  1880 — the  very  next  year--4t  kued 
(193,101  to  fifty-two  memtiers  of  GtopMa 
£a  the  year  1831,  it  loaned  to  fifty  tnentm 
more  than  double  the  sum  lent  the  prael- 
ing  yeai^that  is,  (862,100.  In  the  yw  ISU 
—in  the  year  in  which  the  Bank  wm  lesthti 
its  crisis — in  the  year  in  which  it  oU^sed  i 
m^ority  of  both  Honsea  of  Congress  in  fcwr 
of  its  recharter,  which  bill  waa  vetoed  \i)  Ota. 
Jackson— yea,  sir.  In  the  mwnorsble  year  IM 
its  loans  to  fbrtr-fonr  members  of  Cooefu 
amounted  to  (178,069  —  averaging  sIbkI 
eleven  thousand  dollars  each.  What  inflotan 
may  have  been  produoed  in  favor  of  the  {D- 
sage  of  the  bill  for  its  reohsiter  by  tlui  «i» 
ordinary  liberality,  it  is  impossible  to  dt- 
terrolne.  The  names  of  the  Gongrewoid 
borrowers  have  never  been  folly  discloud,  ud 
perhaps  never  will  be — and  it  is  now  more  ti« 
likely,  wtubt  many  of  the  gnilty  have  wx^ 
censure,  many  of  those  who  were  uidqm^ 
snfibred  by  nnjnat  enH|iiei(ma.  He  a»d  tl* 
might  be  the  esse  again :  the  affairs  of  Ae 
Bank  were  still  to  bo  kept  neoret— a  nujorilj 
of  the  Senate  haa  refusea  to  nve  pubtiotT  ti 
ita  proeeedings  in  every  posaible  tana  we  ml' 
propose — ana,  last  of  ^  they  have  atrnck  ost 
or  rather  disagreed  to  an  ainendment,  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  anthemed  uf 
ten  stockholders  to  examine  ita  prooeedtng)  tf 
themselvea  or  agent.  Mr.  O.  appealed  to  B«b- 
ators,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  better  nn- 
agement  of  the  Bank,  bnt  for  the  protection  d 
their  own  repntations,  not  to  anffsr  insoibai 
of  Congress  to  borrow  at  all.  It  was  the  tnlj 
efficient  saf^nard  in  both  pointa  of  view.  Bt 
said,  if  the  purposes  of  the  Senator  from  E<» 
tuoky  were  accomplished,  the  doors  would  t« 
thrown  wide  open  to  directors  and  mvali^ 
of  Oongresa  without  stint — a  field  of  eomplica 
wonld  be  presented,  withontoneriMje  obstsde 
to  the  perpetration  of  bribery  and  fraud  dw 
most  execrable,  and  most  rainooa  to  pnUio  ^ 
terest  and  public  morals. 

The  Chaik  sud  the  qneation  was  en  strikiof 
ont  the  restriction  of  loaning  not  mm«  tfau 
(10,000  each  to  directora  of  offl«Ma  (rf  iwtanX 
and  deposit. 

The  queatlon  was  then  taken,  and  the  ameod- 
ment  of  the  committee  rejected,  as  fi^ows : 

Tua.— Hessra.   Allea,   Benton,   Bodnnui,  iV 

>UD,  Cliy  of  Alibama,  Cutbbett,  Fohoii,  Cut 
IJnn,  HcKoberts,  Hovton,  NiitolaoB,  FIckc,  Kn^ 
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tTilker,  WillmmB,  Woodbur;,  Wri^  and  Young 
_!3. 

Nin.— HcHn.  Bairow,  Bit«i,  B«n)eI^  Choate, 
?kj  or  KenCod?,  QaTton,  DiiOD,  Enns,  Qnhun, 
MliDstou,  Ker,  Hu^mn,  Henick,  HlUer,  Hi»«- 
md,  nidpt,  Porter,  FrenUsa,  Preiton,  Smunong. 
iniihofladiuia,  Sootlunl,  Tallnwdge,  WhUe,  aod 
Voodbridge— 8S. 

l[r.  Cut  opposed  the  Amendment  in  the 
une  fandamental  role,  providiDg  that  no  note 
ir  bill  of  whioh  anj  member  of  either  House 
A  CoDgress  of  tiie  Uoited  States,  ia  maker, 
Iniwer,  cndorwr,  acceptor,  or  otherwise  a 
luty,  shaU  be  disoonnte^  He  thonght  it  was 
.  resljiction,  injurious  not  onlj  to  members  of 
kingress,  bat  to  those  who  had  the  names  of 
umbers  on  their  paper.  He  took  a  great  dis- 
inciion  between  looseness  of  eiposnre,  and  the 
uril  power  of  examination  of  the  inmost  ro- 
tius  of  the  Bank,  in  wluch  &ct  of  power  lay 
hs  gieat  restriotioo. 

Ur.  VuxxB  Baid,  to  remove  the  Senator's 
bjecUoDi,  he  wonld  propose  a  modifioatiOD,  to 
irovide  that  nu  note  shonld  be  disoonnted  bj 
.  member  of  Congress.  Wonld  the  Senator 
ompromise  t  He  had  before  oompromised, 
fld  on  this  grODiid  tfaej  raieht  now  meet 

Ur.  CiAT  said  it  woold  Be  a  great  improve- 
UQt,  bat  the  amendment  wonld  still  be  open 
0  obWtioD,  as  an  nnreasonable  interdiction  to 
lemoers  of  Congress.  He  wonld  vote  fbr  the 
mendnieDt,  if  the  Senator  would  offer  it, 
boDgb  be  dionld  be  afterwords  obliged  to  vote 
gsinst  the  whole  azuendment. 

Ur.  Walexb  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
tnendmeot  and  insert  the  proviso,  that  no  note 
<r  bill  ghall  be  disoonnted  for  anj  member  of 
itber  Bonse  of  Congress. 

Ur.  BuoHuiAir  looked  npon  the  disporition 
or  evinced  to  sweep  ont  the  few  salntar? 
becks  and  gnarda  effected  in  committee  bj  the 
)emEKnUio  side  of  the  chsmt>er,  as  matter  of 
esrfnl  omen.  He  heid  up  to  view  the  mon- 
tfoM  spectacle  of  a  LegisUtore — on  whom  the 
cnitm;  of  a  Bank's  ^osea  depended,  and  to 
rbich  the  commnnit^r  most  look  for  redress  of 
rroDgs  perpetrated  bjr  the  institndon — itself 
a  the  power  of  the  Bank,  in  conseqoenoe  of  a 
rest  portion  of  the  memliers  holding  money 
t  iU  will,  which  thej  might  Iw  onable  to  pay 
~<be  spectacle  of  a  people  contending  with  an 
Imitation  whose  policy  wonld  be  to  oppress 
tnin,  relyins  on  Representatives  seor^y  in 
be  pay  of  the  Bank.  This  wonld  reduce  to 
lockery  all  pretence  of  responsibility  in  the 
woeyed  power,  whioh  wonld  hold  the  prices 
f  property — the  control  of  the  currency  and 
omioerce  of  the  country  in  its  hands— and 
lith  these  powers,  that  of  legislation  would  Ife 
nodated,  because  tlie  power  to  make  the 
members  of  Congress  ri(^  or  poor,  at  fdeaenre, 
'ill  be  sofficient  at  all  times  to  give  tlie  casting 
'°te  on  any  c|uestiou  of  importance  in  Oon- 


Ur.  Ci.^T  Eud  the  directOTS  of  the  Bank  were 
not  to  have  any  loons,  and  therefore  they  wonld 
have  no  sympathy  with  the  directors  of  the 
branches. 

Hr.  OuTHBBBT  dwelt  on  the  propriety  of  the 
m^ority  adopting  the  amendmenls,  of  a  Just 
natnre,  offered  by  the  Opposition,  in  order  to 
avoid  all  idea  of  the  Bonk  being  o  political  in- 
stitution. 

By  general  consent,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  was  modified  by  adopting,  onani- 
monsly,  the  amendment  proposed  by  ICr. 
Walkbb,  who  then,  at  some  length,  advocated 
the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  Benton  then  read  fhnn  the  report  of  the 
ioveatJgation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Bsnk, 
a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  its  loans  to 
members  of  Congress,  editors  of  newspqters, 

Mr.  Oljlt  farther  opposed  the  amendment 
What  was  the  principle  oontuned  in  it  t  It 
was  that  members  of  Congress  should  not  share 
in  the  t>eitefit8  of  an  instdtution  to  be  created 
by  their  votes.  On  the  same  principle,  it 
might  be  HOpposed  that  they  voted  to  reduce 
the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  cloth- 
ins  cheaper, 

Messrs.  Cuthbebt  and  Lcra  advocated  the 
omendmenL 

Mr  PiBBoz  B^d  it  was  apparent  that  the  im< 
portant  amendments  adopted  in  the  committee 
were  to  be  stricken  ont  m  the  Senate,  and  he 
feared  that  it  was  equally  certain  that  the  biB 
was  to  tieoome  a  law.  His  thorough  oonvioHon 
was  (he  would  rejoice  should  it  prove  errone- 
ous) that  the  only  hope — tbe  only  protection 
for  the  coontry  would  t>e  in  reptal. 

The  State  whioh  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, had  recently  asserted,  throuEh  its  Legis- 
lature, the  power  of  mmoj^  and  had  dechmd 
its  opinion  that  the  highest  interests  of  the 
coontry  would  imperiously  demand  the  exercise 
of  that  power.  He  wonld  undertake  to  answer 
for  the  alacrity  that  would  be  manifested  in 
that  State  in  unfiirlinK  the  banner  of  repeal,  and 
for  the  steadiness  ana  perseverance  with  whioh 
her  sons  wonld  stand  by  and  sastun  it.  It 
would  wave  in  every  vriley  and  npon  every 
hill  top.  In  reply  to  the  remark  that  opinions 
would  not  be  changed  by  at)[ument,  he  (Mr. 
P.)  wonld  say,  that  gentlemen  on  his  side  of 
the  chamber  wonld  not  t>e  diverted  from  this 
important  amendment  by  any  display  of  wi^ 
or  any  f^-fetohed  comparisons,  whioh,  by  tha 
way,  had  not  evea  the  slight  weight  of  distant 
anidogy. 

It  was  idle — if  it  were  not  ofi^sive,  he  vodU 
soy  absnrd— for  gentlemen  to  disoonrse  here 
npon  the  in«iimipt*fri2tty  of  members  of  Oon- 
gress.  They  were  like  other  men— no  better, 
he  believed  no  worse.  They  were  subject  to 
like  passions,  infinenoed  by  like  motives,  and 
capable  of  being  reaohed  by  similar  ai^lianeet. 
History  afflrmM  it.  The  eiperienoe  of  past 
years  afibrded  bnmiDating  evioenoe  of  the  ucb 
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Tere  we  wiser  titea  oar  fathers  }  Wiser  than 
the  most  ssncions  and  patriotic  asMinblage  of 
men  that  the  world  ever  saw  i  Wiser  than 
the  framers  of  the  oonstitotion  t  What  protec- 
tion did  they  provide  for  the  oonntry  against 
the  corraptibtlitj/  of  members  of  Congress  t 
Why,  that  DO  member  shooid  hold  an;  office, 
however  hnmble,  which  should  be  created,  or 
the  emolnmeots  of  which  should  be  increased, 
during  lu8  term  of  aervice.  How  conld  the 
influence  of  a  petty  office  be  compared  with 
that  of  the  \arge  bani  aeeommodatima  which 
had  been  gnmtld  and  woald  be  granted  again  t 
And  ;et  tliejr  were  to  be  told,  that  in  proposing 
this  gnard  for  the  whole  people,  they  were  fix- 
ing an  ignomioionB  brand  npon  themselves  and 
their  a8so<uat«s.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  such 
remarks  oonld  hardly  be  serious ;  bnt  whedier 
Rnoere  or  otherwise,  tbey  were  not  iM^ialating 
for  themselves — not  legislating  for  indvaiditaU 
— and  lie  felt  no  ^tprebenuoa  that  the  mass, 
wboM  righta  and  ut«reat8  were  involved, 
would  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  such  a 

He  read  from  the  Hank  report  presented  to 
the  Senate  in  ISSi,  by  the  present  President  of 
the  United  States.  "  Senate  Documents,  second 
session,  twenty-tnird  Oongress."  page  320. 
From  that  doonmant  it  appeared  that  in  1691 
there  was  loaned  t      "         '  '  ' 

CongresH,  the    aom    .  .    ..     _  . 

twen^r-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars.  In  1832,  the  year  when  the  Bank 
charter  was  arrests  by  die  veto  of  that  stem 
old  man  who  occupied  the  boose  and  hearts  of 

and  serenty-eiglit  thousand  and  uity-nine  dol- 
lars. In  1888,  the  memorable  panic  year,  there 
WM  loaned  to  J^ftu-^M  members,  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  dzty-eix  dollars.  In  18S4,  hope  bcKan  to 
decline  with  the  Bank,  and  so,  also,  did  its  line 
of  disooiiDte  to  members  of  Oongress ;  but  even 
in  that  year  the  loan  to  Afly-two  members 
■mouDted  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
thousand  five  hnndred  and  eighty -six  dollars. 

ICr,  Clat  said  the  greater  part  of  the  loans 
were  made  by  those  opposed  to  the  Bank. 
Ur.  BnoBABAK  had  no  donbt  of  that 
The  qneition  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  modified  concurred  in,  as  follows : 

Tus. — Hesan.  Allen,  Arcber,  Benton,  Bacbinsu, 
Cslhonn  Clay  of  Alshsmi,  Oirthbeit,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McBoberta,  Uoulon,  Nicholson,  Rerae,  ?>«•• 
ton.  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conneeticnt,  Stargeon, 
Tqipao,  Walker,  WllUaiDS,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and 
Tonng — IS. 

HATO.'-lIeMm  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  (3ayton,  Dixon,  Evans,  Gnham, 
Hendenon,  BuntingUin,  Ker,  Hangum,  Henidc, 
MtUer,  UordiMd,  nwlpa,  Porter^^nmons,  Smith 
eflodlana,  Sonlfaaid,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood- 
liridge— M, 
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WzDmsDAT,  July  28. 
FiMcal  BmUc  of  the  IMtei  Sola. 

The  qneation  was  aboot  being  potopoa  U> 
passage  of  the  bill,  when 

Hr.  HuniaBsoM  rose  in  enlana&ffl  of  tlM 
rote  he  would  give  on  this  bilt  He  hti  jet- 
terday,  when  ^e  ameDdment  of  the  Souut  i 
imTa  Kentucky  was  introduced, left  tbedoD'  { 
ber,  and  bis  name  was  not  recorded  ia  Ibe  )w 
and  naya  on  ita  adoption.  To  that  mttimm 
he  was  irreconcilably  opposed,  and  wooll 
have  voted  against  It  had  he  renuuDSd  in  liii 
seat.  That  amendment,  however,  hariotbra 
adopted  and  incorporated  with  ttie  wl,  Is 
would,  with  this  explanation,  vote  for  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ttie  |wm|i 
of  tiie  bill,  and  decided  in  the  afflrmiUT»-ti 


Teu. — HessB.  Bsirow,  Balsa,  Bijud,  Bona. 
Cboate,  Claj  of  Keutadiy,  Kion,  Enm,  Gnln 
Henderson,  Hnntfngton,  Ker,  Uangom,  KoriA 
Hiller,  Morebewi,  Phelps,  Potter,  Frente.Tcom, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  lodiuia,  Soatbard,  TiDnsip  , 
White,  and  Woodbridge— 86. 

Nats.— Xeenv.  Allen,  Arcber,  Benton,  Bbi1s«     . 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  ^ton,  Eiu,  Uan,  It 
Roberta,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Firaw,  mra,  Stria, 
Smith  of  ConneeOcat,  Stotgeon,  Tippin,  ViJks, 
Williams,  Woodbmr,  Wriglit,  and  Tonag-Sl 


s  passed. 


8o  the  bill  w 


WEonsDAT,  Jnly  88. 
SeaaUU  Bank  BiU. 

A  message  was  received  ^om  the  SoA 
through  Asbury  Dickins,  Esq.,  Seoretsrj,** 
ing  that  that  body  had  passed  a  bill  to  ihb*- 
porate  the  subscribers  to  a  flacal  Bank  of  tit 
United  States;  and  asking  thaconcumneeo 
this  House  therein. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  SmaKAirr,  the  UH  M  w 
first  and  second  reading,  was  referred  tosCMt- 
mittoe  of  the  Whole  on  the  atata  of  the  CiibA 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wisa  expressed  his  hope  that  il  ww 
bo  considered  at  as  early  a  day  as  poMbls. 

Mr.  Sksoxant  concurred  in  this  desre. 

Mr.  PioKBKB  inquired  which  bill  wonM  bn 
the  precedence, that  from  the Sena^ or tbtw 
which  had  been  reporl«d  to  the  HouM  W" 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Ueana  t 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  would  be  tot  v* 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  determine. 

Mr.  PiOKKNs  knew  that :  but  wished  to  m- 
derstand  which  of  the  two  bills  the  geotteDin 
fh>m  Pennaylvania  meant  to  pre«  t 

Mr,  Sbbqukt  sud,  ia  reply,  he  should  wa* 
the  bill  from  the  Senate:  fliongh  he  would  n« 
be  tuderatood  to  say  that  it  might  not  mm 
some  amendments.  ^ 

Mr.  PtOKBNS  suggested  the  prt^rietyot  r«*- 
ring  the  Senate  bm  in  the  flnt  idw*  to  tlit 
Committee  of  Ways  and  llc«na. 
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IN  eKNATK 
Tbubsdat,  July  29. 
Vr.  Hurorv  uid  he  wu  instraoted  bj  the 
Committee  on  KbtiI  AfF^rs  to  report  withoat 
imendraeat  the  Hooae  bill  for  th«  establuhment 
of  1  home  sqatdroii.  He  wu  also  instmcted 
10  reportflhe  Hoiue  bQl  to  provide  for  Navy 
peinoai  with  an  ameadnieat 

BODSB  OF  aBPHSBSNTATTVES. 

Satubdat,  AngTut  7. 
E^eal  of  the  SvJh  Treamry. 

Ur.  SsBasAiiT  rose,  and  moved  tliat  the 
CommiUee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the 
UnioD  be  discharged  from  the  connderstion  of 
Uw  SeiuUe  bill  No.  1,  being  a  bill  in  relation  to 
tlie  repeal  of  the  Bub-Treasmy,  in  order  to  its 
being  taken  op  in  the  House. 

After  coosidenble  disonadon  it  wan  agreed 
to. 

The  Senate  biU  ITo.  1,  to  repeal  tbe  act  com- 
uoalj  known  aa  tbe  Sob-Treasnrj  l^w  wiUi 
tbe  imoidmenta  proposed  to  the  said  bill  bj 
the  Select  Committee  ^>pointed  hj  this  Honse, 
on  tbe  tamaej,  being  now  onder  oonaidera- 

Ut.  Fubci,  of  Maryland,  having  obtuned 
tbe  floor,  went  Into  a  speech  in  detMl,  in  repl; 
to  that  made  br  his  colleagae,  (Ur.  Uasoit,) 
Thich  he  quoted  aa  he  proceeded.  The  body 
of  tbe  speech  was  of  a  local  character,  referring 
to  the  biitory  of  tbe  late  Presidential  canvass 
ioHarjland. 

Ur.  Vtaos  now  rose  to  set  hia  colleague 
light  He  said  the  great  object  of  hia  ooUeaRae 
Kerned  to  have  been  to  titm  what  he  said  a 
itw  d«ji  ago  into  ridicule.  He  thansht  it  an- 
Itir  Id  bis  oolleagne  to  saj  wbat  he  bad  said. 
htcuue  he  had  showed  him  a  letter  he  boa 
vritton  to  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  that  be  had 
bMn  erosal;  misrepreBented,  and  desired  him 
to  forbear  fnrtber  comment  until  he  bad  his 
•peech  before  him.  He  said  before  tbe  people 
in  his  district,  when  be  ran  for  the  L^islature 
list  fill,  he  wOB  beaten  by  Ooo.  Harrison's  great 
Ktau — bnt  when  be  ran  for  Congress,  he  ran 
u*  friend  of  the  Snb-Treasurj^  and  was  elect- 
ed, fie  said  bis  opponent  held  op  before  the 
people  the  badge  oi  monming  for  the  memory 
of  UtrrisoD,  bnt  it  wonld  not  do.  Mr.  M.  thea 
iHepitolated  die  argomenta  of  bis  former 
tpeech. 

lb.  FnxMoBB  mored  that  tbe  bills  lyiDg  on 
the  Speaker's  Uble  bo  token  np  on  their  first 
*od  second  reading,  and  referred  to  their  ap- 
{^riota  oomiultt«ea;  which  motion  having 
IWD  sgreed  to— 

Tbe  Hoose  adjonmed. 

UoNDAT,  Angnst  9. 
Sepeai  ^t&e  Sub-Treaittty  Late. 
The  nnfinisbed  business  of  Satordaj  was  the 
wl  from  the  Senate  repealing  the  act  common- 


ly known  as  the  Sub-Treasorj  law,  as  tbe  sud 
bill  bad  been  proposed  to  be  amended  by  tbe 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  this  Honae  on 
tbe  snbject  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Pioxxife  rose  In  oppodtion  to  the  blU, 
which,  as  well  as  its  antagonist  measure,  a 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  he  considered  aa 
involvinK  principles  deeply  affectinB  the  distri- 
bntdon  of  wealth  and  the  wages  of  labor.  After 
a  word  of  commendation  on  the  Sub-Treasury 
bill,  he  laid  down  tbe  eoneral  principle,  that 
notning  so  much  disturbed  the  carrenoy  and 
exchanges  of  a  conntry  as  the  use  of  Govern- 
ment credits  of  any  kind,  directly  or  indirectly. 
He  hod  advocated  the  Sob-Treoaory  system 
chiefly  because  it  abstracted  Government  credit 
from  the  bnaineM  concerns  of  the  country. 

Mr.  F.  then  traced  the  effect  of  the  system 
he  opposed,  from  the  year  18S8  to  1637 ;  insist- 
ing ttint  the  exjwrtation  of  Government  credits 
to  Europe  had  brought  back  not  money,  but  sa 
inundation  of  European  mannfaoturea,  which 
came  in  competition  with  our  own  domestia 
labor.  The  catastrophe  in  1837  had  put  a  stop 
to  this;  insomuch  that,  white  the  imports  <n 
1839^0  had  been  lOB  millions,  the  exports  bad 
been  131  millions:  the  balance  going  to  pay  the 
interest  and  part  of  the  principal  of  OW  foreign 
debt ;  while  but  a  year  before  the  imports  had 
been  160  millions,  and  exceeded  the  exports  by 
56  millions.  This  alone,  was  enough  to  de- 
range the  currency  and  exchongeu  of  the  conn- 
try. 

Mr.  P.  adverting  to  the  loon  of  twelve  mil- 
lions, and  the  creation  of  bank  stock,  together 
with  tbe  distribution  biU,  prophesied  that  the 
result  wonld  be  a  repetition  of  the  same  meas- 
ures OS  bad  flooded  the  country  with  fbreign 
goods,  and,  instead  of  regulating,  wonld  disturb 
and  derange  cnrrency  and  exchange. 

He  appealed  to  gentlemen  tVom  Oonnecticnt 
and  Pennsylvania,  whethei'  they  would  stand 
such  a  mass  of  foreign  competition.  Oapitalists 
would  get  control  of  tbe  Government  credit, 
as  they  had  lately  had  of  State  credit,  and  cor- 
poration credit.  Bnt  it  wonld  be  that  class  of 
capitalists  whose  capital,  being  chiefly  invested 
in  stocic,  was  movable,  and  could  easily  be 
transferred  into  a  new  channel.  These  wonld 
I  in  competition  with  those  whose  capital, 
being  in  lands,  and  in  factories,  was  fixed,  and 
could  not  be  withdrawn  from  its  existing  in- 
vestment. The  effect  would  be,  at  first,  to 
produce  a  fictitious  and  deceptive  appeoranoe 
of  prosperity ;  but  this  wonla  be  qmckly  suc- 
ceeded by  reaction,  and  a  proportionate  condi- 
tion of  mercantile  distress  and  embarrassment. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  coatrast  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  previous  national 
banks  hod  been  created  with  tnose  of  the  coun- 


should  be  establi 
would  be  Bgunst  tbe  country ;  but  if  Govern- 
ment did  not  interpose  to  aid  tbe  bank,  by 
creating  some  sort  of  exchequer  bills.  It  wotdd 
not  stand  six  months.    This,  ha  said,  the  peo- 
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pie  never  would  oonnteiuuice  or  tolerate. 
went  into  some  statistics!  BtatemeoU,  Ehowiog 
what  had  been  the  conree  of  the  lost  Bonk ; 
and  what  had  led  to  its  ruia.  He  did  not 
spare  the  PeimsylTania  bank,  which  he  desig- 
nated as  a  charael  house  of  corraption,  disgnst- 
ins  and  revolting  to  behold. 

lie  next  went  into  the  alleged  power  of  s 
Nstional  Bank  to  regnlate  exohanges,  which 
he  ntterlj  denied.  The  true  meaning  of  ez- 
ohange  was  the  difference  between  cash  and 
the  valne  of  a  bill  drawn  npon  a  particular 
point;  bat,  in  the  modern  ow  of  the  term, 
It  had  come  to  be  considered  as  merely  the  dif- 
ference between  bank  notes  of  diSbrcnt  banks. 
Thus  in  SsTannab  there  were  banks  which 
paid,  and  other  hanks  which  did  not  pay, 
specie,  and  the  difference  in  the  valne  of  liieir 
notes  was  called  eichangeu  It  was  a  mere  ab- 
snrdity  so  to  call  it,  and  the  argiunent  bnilded 
on  it  was  a  mere  c^olipenny  argument. 

In  confirmation  of  his  position  that  the 
United  States  Bank  never  did,  in  this  modern 
sense,  eqnslize  the  exchanges  of  the  count 
Mr.  P.  quoted  a  long  table  in  detdj,  ahowi  ^ 
the  rates  of  exchange  in  different  years  daring 
the  lifetime  of  the  bank.  He  inaiated  that  nei' 
ther  a  National  Bank,  nor  the  Government 
itself,  nor  any  other  power  on  earth,  conld  or 
ever  had  r««alated  exchange,  but  the  course 
of  trade,  which  was  as  irresistible  and  nncon- 
troUable  as  the  laws  of  Nature;  bnt  being  itself 
controlled  bj  the  relation  of  demand  to  supply. 
He  traced  the  contrary  idea  to  the  English 
financiers,  and  their  inferences  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bank  of  England ;  but  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  there  never  had  been  a  greater 
fallacy..  He  relied  mnch  on  the  fhct  thirt  while 
the  Bonk  of  England  had  increased  her  bullion 
nine  millions  in  1818,  yet  the  coarse  of  foreign 
exchange  had  been  steadily  against  the  bank. 
The  theory  assumed  many  things  which  were 
not  trae,  but  were  on  the  contrary  impossible ; 
such  as,  that  the  course  of  trade,  the  state  of 
the  tariff,  and  the  amount  of  products  in  for- 
eign countries,  remuned  always  the  same. 
Even  when  England  was  importing  grun  from 
abroad,  exohanse  remained  against  her. 

Hnt  if  a  Nanonal  Bank  coold  regulate  do- 
mestia  exchange,  how  could  it  do  itf  As  it 
bad  in  1819,  '20,  and  '21,  by  breaking  all  the 
Southern  banks,  that  it  might  concentrate  all 
the  specie  of  the  country  in  its  own  vaults) 
Such  must  agun  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  a 
central  bank,  with  branches  In  the  Btates.  He 
quoted  a  letter  of  Ur.  Biddle^s  to  a  committee 
of  Congress  in  1632.  Be  insisted  that  the  ap- 
parent equalization  of  exchanges  was  deceptive, 
and  the  mere  effect  of  tronslerring  brokeriu^ 
from  private  counters  to  the  counters  of  ^e 
braDch  banks,  while  labor  felt  no  benefit  from 
the  operation. 

Ur.  P.  now  went  into  a  history  of  the  causes 
of  the  revulsion  in  bnsinosa  which  occurred  in 
1887 ;  which  he  traced,  not  to  any  war  of  the 


Oovemment  against  t^e  Bank  of  tha  Tulri 
States,  but  to  the  course  pursued  by  tk  Buk 
of  England  in  first  extending  her  er«dita  oier 
this  country,  and  then  suddenly  incMtwigbti 
hnllioQ  fuor  millions  and  curtidlii^  bet  db- 
counts  eight  millions;  thus  witbdrawiag  Hcj 
millions  uT  dollara  in  a  Hinsle  year  from  tit 
amount  of  circdation.  In  uditiou  to  llbbtd 
come  the  effect  of  the  deposit  distribationMi, 
which  aggravated  tiie  evil  and  predpitated  ll« 
catastrophe.  That  it  was  not  owing  to  the  Sd)- 
Treasury,  he  insisted,  was  proved  by  the  &a 
that  the  aame  and  greater  distress  wai  tiperi- 
enced  simnltaneoudy  in  England  end  i1m  ii 
some  parts  of  the  continent 

Ur.  P.  inveighed  with  some  TehemeiiR 
against  the  plan  of  the  Fiscal  Bank,  sb  s  p^ 
col  measure  and  a  Treasury  Bank,  as  a  nonOtr 
god,  engendered  in  fraud  and  brought  fortb  ii 
corruption,  and  avowed  his  detemuij^ 
never  to  bow  in  worship  before  such  s  'itanA 
idol.  Neither  would  the  country ;  thej  vodd 
give  all  vested  rights  to  the  winds,  tear  ddiD 
parchment  edicts  to  threads,  and  trsmple  tDaii 
under  their  feet ;  but  never,  never  oonld  or  , 
would  they  submit  to  so  vile  a  componnd  A  < 
fraud  and  iniquity  as  was  now  proposed  to  bt 
forced  npon  their  necks. 

Mr.  Hunt  next  ohtuoed  the  floor,  and  th' 
into  a  speech  in  support  of  the  bill,  in  vlkb 
he  took  a  retrospective  view  of  the  rise  and  p- 
gress  of  the  Sab-Treasury  bill,  from  183Tdow= 
to  the  present  time. 

He  had  constantly,  and  from  the  fint.  ^ 
tested  against  and  opposed  it ;  and  h«  nov 
thanked  a  merciful  nwidenoe  that  hi  bad 
been  spared,  as  be  hoped,  to  see  the  £nal  re- 
peal 01  so  odious  a  measure  of  Ignoraon  ltd 
tyranny,  within  one  year  after  Its  birth  had  bw 
celebrated  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  and  hillfd 
as  a  third  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Ur.  H.  insisted  that  its  condenmatioa  bid 
been  pronounced  by  the  whole  American  pw- 
pie — the  Snb-Treasnry  having  been  mad*»&-    ■ 
tinct  issue  throughout  the  country  at  the  liU   ! 
Presidential  election. 

Mr.  Mbbiwxthxb  adverted  to  tome  of  tbc 
remarks  of  the  geutieman  frttm  New  Tort. 
(Mr.  Hdkt,)  and  the  gentleman  ftwn  Sooth  C«- 
olina,  (Mr.  Pickbss,)  and  also  to  those  rf  ll* 
gentiemon  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ixoebsou.) 
mode  a  few  days  since. 

He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  would  nor. 
without  taking  np  the  time  of  the  House  in  re- 
ferring to  the  oroBS-road  speeches  and  the  ban- 
cider  arguments  which  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Caroline  was  so  fond  of  citing  ou  ill  oc- 
casions, proceed  to  give  some  of  his  views  on 
the  snligect  then  before  them — the  repeal  of  tb» 
Sub-Treasury. 

He  would  say,  at  onoe,  that  be  wasinfsvotrf 

the  proposition,  and  he  expressed  his  utter  intM- 

i^  to  discover  how  the  bieods  of  the  Sob-Tre»- 

ury  came  to  the  conclndon  Uiat  it  was  a  mn!- 

separating  the  Bank  tuxn  the  Stale.   For 
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bit  on  part,  he  had  never  been  able  to  per- 
rdre  it;  bat,  on  tlie  ountrur,  regarded  it  in  & 
%hl  euotlf  tite  rererae. 

Be  next  proceeded  to  cito  from  the  report 
<d  Sterelar7  WoodbrnT-,  made  at  the  last  ees- 
ma  of  Ccmgress,  fbr  the  purpose  of  Bbowiag 
tbat  there  was  soarcelf  a  bank  in  the  couutr; 
with  which  the  GuTemmeDt  was  not  most 
closely  and  intimately  connected,  and  that  they 
bad  greatly  inoieased  in  nnmbers  of  late  years. 

He  contended  that  the  Sob-Treasary  readored 
it  almost  impoitible  for  the  Ooveniment  to 
shaka  off  these  mnshroom  inHtitntions,  which 
bad  Bpning  into  existence  ever  since  the  war 
had  Men  commenced  upon  the  oorreucy.  He 
QBit  entered  into  some  atatements  to  show  the 
[treat  eipanse  incnrred  nnder  this  Bystem  in 
tlie  collection  and  disbursemeot  of  the  revenue, 
lie  condemned  the  Sub-Treasury  aa  not  nnswer- 
iog  the  cods  and  porposes  which  its  advocates 
liu  claimed  for  it,  when  It  became  the  law  of 
the  land  i  aod  ho  prononnoed  it  as  a  hnrabng 
of  the  veriest  kind,  which  had  been  forced  upon 
the  country  by  palming  upon  this  Honse  a  rep- 
retealatioQ  from  a  whole  State  that  had  not 
bees  elected  by  the  people. 

Ifr.  Steesbud  next  addressed  the  Honse  in 
an  able  and  argomentative  speeob,  in  oppodtioo 
la  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  he  ahowed 
the  iacoosistenciea  of  the  Whig  party,  and  con- 
trasted their  profes^ons  before  the  late  elec- 
tions vith  their  practices  since.  He  took  a  view 
of  the  eormptiona  and  abuses  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem, and  particularly  those  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  contrasting  tliem  with  the 
SDoad  and  healthful  operations  of  the  ConsUtu- 
tlwial  Treasury,  whicEi,  he  contended,  bad  per- 
ftvnied  all  that  hod  been  promised  for  it 

Mr.  GiDDmas  said,  that  during  the  last  eight 
raoaths  whioh  this  HouBe  had  been  engaged  in 
legielBtion,  more  than  two  of  those  months  had 
been  spent  in  discussing  this  quealJon  of  the 
Scb-Treasurj  and  its  antagonist  measure.  In 
that  time,  somethiog  more  than  a  hundred  and 
two  speechea,  he  believed,  had  been  made  and 

Kiblished,  and  by  hnndreds  of  thousands  eent 
rth  to  the  people.  He  believed  be  would 
DOT  better  subserve  the  interests  of  those  who 
tent  him  bore,  by  endeavoring  to  bring  the  de- 
bate to  a  clone  than  by  making  a  speech.  He 
llierefore  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Hi.  Wkllkb  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Ur.  JoBir  T.  Hasos  moved  an  a^oomment ; 
but  withdrew  it. 

Hr.  Halstsd  renewed  the  motion,  and  asked 
lor  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were— yeas  63,  nays  9B. 

So  the  House  refused  to  a4j'>°rn. 

Hr.  Lkwis  'WiLi.iuis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
OD  the  motion  that  there  l>e  a  call  of  tbe  Honse; 
Thich  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were— 
yeas  101,  naya  77. 

Bo  the  call  was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  being  called,  178  membera  an- 
•vered  to  their  names 
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AmA  the  nsmea  of  the  abaentees  having  been 
called,  206  membera  appeared  to  be  present 

The  bill,  OS  amended,  was  then  ordered  to 
he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

And  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
now,  the  bill,  Dy  the  folio  wing  vote,  was  passed : 

TiAB. — Heasra.  Adams,  Allen,  LudalT  W.  An- 
drews, 8.  J.  Aodrewa,  Arnold,  AjaiiCT,  Babcoclc, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Baiwn,  Birdacje,  Black,  Blidr,  Board- 
man,  Borden,  Botts,  Briges,  Brockway,  Brouson,  U. 
BniwD,  J.  Brown,  Bun^  W.  Buller,  Calhoun,  J. 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Tbomai  J.  Camp- 
bell, Caivthen,  Childa,  Grittenden,  John  C.  Claik, 
Stale;  N.  Clai^  Coweu,  Cranston,  Oavens,  Cnahing, 
Garrett  Davis,  William  C.  Dawwin,  Debeiry,  John 
Edwudi,  Everett,  Feasenden,  HUmore,  A.  Lawrence, 
Foater,  Thomas  T.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddlnp, 
Glbner,  Qog^  Patrick  O.  Qoode,  Oteham,  Green, 
Grdg,  Habenhem,  Hall,  Halsted,  William  &  Haa- 
tincH,  Hemy,  Howard,  fiadaon.  Hunt,  Jamea  Irvin, 
Wullam  W.  Irwin,  Jamea,  W.  0.  JtduMon,  laaao  D. 
Jones,  John  F.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Lawrenee, 
r.inn^  Uallory,  Thomis  F.  Huahall,  Samson  Hasan, 
Matbiot,  Mattocks,  Uaiwetl,  Hayuard,  Meriwether, 
More,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osbome, 
Owsley,  Pearoe,  Pendleton,  Pom,  Powell,  Frofflt, 
Bamsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Buddph,  Bayner, 
Renober,  Kdgway,  Rodney,  Rusaell,  Saltonetall,  Ser- 
geant, Shepperd,  Smonlon,  Slade,  Smith,  SUoly. 
Stokdey,  ^ratton,  Stuart,  Somnters,  Taliaferro,  Jdu 

B.  Thompson,  lUchard  W.  TbompsoB,  11lliiii;faBSt. 
ToUnd,  Tomlittson,  Triplett,  Tnm^nill,  nndenrood. 
Ton  Rensaetaer,  Wallace,  Wairen,  Wadiiuvton,  Ed- 
waid  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Willlama, 
Joseph  L.  WilUams,  Wintbrop,  Torke,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Young — 134. 

Nits. — Hems.  Airiogton,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Bnrke,  Bwipson  H.  Butler,  William  0.  Butler, 
Green  W.  CaldweU,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Oby,  Chtq>- 
man,  Cliffotd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Kichaid 
T).  Davis,  John  B.  Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Dois,  John 

C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferria,  John  G.  Floyd,  Cbariea 
A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  William  0,  Ooode,  Qordon, 
Gusline,  Harris,  John  Rastingi,  Bays,  Holmes,  Hop- 
khis,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  In^rsoU, 
Julc,  Care  Jotausoa,  John  W.  Jonee,  Kdm,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  Mo- 
Clellan,  Robert  MeClellan,  McKay,  Mandiand,  AlfM 
MuA^  John  TbompMW  Mason,  Matbewa,  XedQ]. 
Miller,  Oliver,  Paimenler,  Atridge,  Payne,  Fkkens, 
Flumer,  Reding,  Rlna,  Rogers,  Rooaavelt,  Saundar^ 
Shaw,  SiMda,  Sn^r,  Sprigg,  Steeniod,  Tnmey, 
Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wattenou,  WeUer,  Wtstbrook, 
Jamea  W.  Willlama,  and  Wood— S7. 

Hr.  HuariD  moved  a  reoonsideration  of  tha 
vote  just  taken. 

Ur.  H.  said  he  had  long  been  endeavoring  to 
obtain  the  floor,  in  order  to  make  some  remarka 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  Bnb-Treaanry  bill 
had  passed  He  wished  to  show  to  the  conn- 
try  tliat  it  was  passed  In  oonseanence  of  the 
tynumioal  act  of  the  m^ority  of  Oie  House,  de- 

g riving  the  legally  qu^ifled  membera  of  ttia 
tate  of  New  Jersey  of  their  rxAbt  on  that 
floor.    Ur.  H.  was  proceeding  anJdst  repeated 
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iDtermptionH  and  oalle  to  order,  when  he  final- 
ly Tieloed  the  floor,  &b  he  aaid,  U,  the  ac^dta- 
tion  of  his  friends,  and  sayinK  that  he  would 
tftke  some  other  opportmiitf  of  spealdng  on  the 
subject  of  the  ii^ustloe  that  had  been  done  the 
New  Jener  certificate  membera.  Mr.  H,  then 
withdrew  his  motion  for  reconsideration. 

iir.  Bgm.Da  rose  and  obtained  the  floor,  and 
amid  cries  of  order,  order,  said  he  wished  to 
aak  the  gentleman  from  Kew  Jerse;  (Hr.  Eai^ 
ersD)  one  qnestion,  and  would  be  obliged  to 
him  for  an  answer.  "Would  he  rise  up  and  sh^ 
to  the  Eonae  and  the  conntrr,  that  he  and  hu 
oolleagDes,  who  were  rqected  bj  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatlyea,  had  been  elected  hj  a  l^al 
mmoritj  of  the  voters  of  New  Jersey. 

Ur,  Halstbd  mftde  no  reply. 

Ur.  J.  0.  Ou^E  renewed  the  motion  for  re- 
oonsideration,  sod  denumded  the  previous  qaes- 
tion ;  which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Oaupbeix,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  requested 
the  gentleman  from  New  Torlc  (Mr.  Clark)  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
in  order  that  he  might  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
gentlemut  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Qaisisd.) 
The  inquiry  which  Mr.  0.  wished  to  make,  was 
tills :  Did  not  the  gentleman  (Mr.  S  alstbd)  and 
his  Bssoclatee,  in  the  last  election  for  Congress 
in  New  Jersey,  run  behind  their  party ;  and 
did  not  their  competitors,  the  Democratic  can- 
didates for  Congress,  mn  before  theirs  f  If 
this  waa  the  case,  Ur.  O.  thought  it  afforded  a 
Terj'  good  commentary  upon  the  remarks  which 
the  gentleman  had  JQst  loade,  and  might  be  re- 
garded as  a  verdict  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey, 
In  support  of  the  final  decision  of  the  last 
Honse  of  Representatives,  on  the  celebrated 
contested  election  from  that  State. 

The  mun  qoestion  (which  was  on  the  recon- 
■tderalion)  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and,  hdng 
taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  vote  was  not  re^Mnsidered. 

And  then,  at  half-past  six,  the  Eoose  od- 
Jonmed. 

IH  SENATE. 

TuxsDAT,  Angnst  10. 
Tht  Land  Pittriinitum  SiU. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sihtit,  of  Indiana,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  bill  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  pnblio  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption 


n^t 


[hts. 


:.  Cli.t,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out 
in  the  4th  line  of  the  Ist  section  the  words 
**  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one,"  and  insert,  "next  en- 
tuing  the  complete  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt 
that  bos  been,  or  may  be  hereafter,  contracted 
under  any  act  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  0.  grounded  this  amendment  on  the  ob- 
jections which  he  entertuued  to  any  di«tribn- 
tlon  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio  lands  while 
the  oountiT  was  in  debt,  and  oills  for  addition^ 
taxes  peumng  before  the  Legislature. 


Ur.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  the  a 
was  fair  and  honeet—it  was  made  with  a  nw 
to  defeat  the  bill,  and  the  question  wu  va^ 
bill  or  no  bill,  distributaon  or  no  disMbnlML 

Ur.  Oi.^T,  of  Alabama,  a^d  his  pTCfmitkn 
did  not  go  to  defeat  the  bill,  but  rimplj  to 
make  it  take  effect  after  the  country  wu  nt 
of  debt, 

Uh.  OALHODit  said  it  was  estimated  in  debita 
by  the  chdnnan  of  the  Committee  of 'Wajiud 
Means  in  the  other  House,  that  tbe  avenge  ei- 
penditnres  of  the  Government  daring  the  pn»- 
ent  Administration  would  equal  0T,TOO,OM 
annually.  He  also  estimated  on  data  fanuabed 
b;  the  Treasory  Department,  that  the  noopt* 
from  the  imports  under  the  bill  which  psaeJ 
that  Eonae,  If  it  should  beoome  a  law,  iredd 
equal  about  $18,500,000,  making  a  diSerOM 
of  upwards  of  nine  millions  of  dollars  lietYeM 
the  receipts  and  the  expenditures,  to  be  rsisal 
by  increasing  the  dnties  on  imports  ibore  tO 
per  cent  in  direct  violation  of  the  oompraniM 
act.  If  Senators  wonld  take  the  troabla  to  a- 
amine  the  documents  furnished  by  the  Tn» 
ury  Department,  they  wonld  find  that  to  pro- 
duce that  snm,  the  duties  would  have  to  tn 
rused  to  at  least  27  per  c«nt  This,  acoordin;  . 
to  the  estimate  of  the  high  anthority  of  tb« 
chairman  of  the  committee,  must  be  the  nec» 
sary  result,  should  this  bill  to  distribute  ifaa 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  aniong  the  &tjt«i 
bepassed. 

Be  now  appealed  to  Sontbem  Baial«>- 
Benatora  from  the  staple  States — on  wboN  coi- 
stitnents  this  increased  barden  would  priia- 
pally  folL  Are  they  willing  to  give  their  iioe- 
tion  to  a  measnre  which  mast  neceaaarily  la- 
minate in  the  violation  of  the  eompromiie  act, 
and  reopen  the  tariff  controversy  C  Aie  tbej 
willing  to  surrender  the  important  braixhd 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  which  mn* 
yield  annually,  if  faithfully  administered,  four 
or  five  nulltons  of  dollars,  when  they  are  to  i*- 
oeive,  in  it*  distribution,  one  dollar,  for  whidi 
their  constituents  would  have  to  vv  't  l^aft 
five  times  as  much,  to  make  good  the  deficit  t 

Ee  would  also  appeal  to  Senators  frran  th* 
North,  and  ask,  wonld  they  now  set  aada  tin 
oompriimiBe?  The  Sonth  has  faithfully  i^i 
honorably  adhered  to  it,  while  it  was  favorsUo 
to  the  North  i  will  the  North,  now,  when  Iba 
South  in  turn  is  sbont  to  rei^  the  advant*^ 
forget  the  fidelity  with  which  we  adhered  te  it, 
and  deprive  na  of  the  benefit  to  which  we  m 
so  justly  entitled!  He  oonld  not  behere  U 
possible  that  a  course  so  dLsrepntable  would  ba 
adopted  by  the  Northern  BenUora,  imlaes,  iB^ 
deed,  aome  portion  of  the  Soothem  Seatfcri 
should,  by  their  votes,  set  the  example,  by  ■>- 
orificing  the  interests  of  their  coostitneDt^ 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  aaid  the  o«ueetom 
estimate  of  twenty-seven  milliona  aa  the  aoDUl 
expenditure  of  the  GovMnmont  was  a  nMW 
supposition,  deduced  frnm  the  avenge  eip«- 
diture  of  the  fbur  years  of  Mr.  Van  Boko's  •«- 
ministration.    He  hoped  no  Wtug  woold  enr 
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lamie  thit  avvnga  u  the  BTerag«  Aonoal 
upenditure  of  ft  Whiz  Adminiatrotton,  He 
VHild  go  for  redDoing  U  to  the  lowest  year  in 
tipenditure  of  that  Administration,  wbioh  wte 
twHitf-two  miUions,  and  he  even  thought  it 
alight  be  rednced  to  tnenty.  Ha  was  prepar- 
ed U  show  at  the  proper  time,  that,  without 
1D7  TiolatioQ  of  the  compronuse  act,  which  he 
imni  to  preserve  inviolate  as  mncb  ee  bdj' 
min  on  that  floor,  the  bill  from  the  Honse,  now 
CO  oor  table,  would  jield  a  revenne  to  the 
■mount  of  twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine  mil- 
lions; and  this  by  the  slight  increase  of  duties, 
■od  taking  the  home  valnadon,  which  was  done 
bjr  sdding  twenty  per  cent,  to  the  foreign  valn- 
itkm.  The  OMnpromise  bill  was  posaod  with 
ths  Bnderstaniiing  that  the  revenues  of  the 
Goremment  were  to  be  derived  from  the  cns- 
lomaalon& 

Mr,  Oalbocv  said  not  only  the  Senate  bnt 
ths  connb'y  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  or- 
der which  the  Senator  bad  ^ven  to  the  bosi- 
nesa  of  the  session,  for  ho  held  him  eiclosively 
responatble.  He  has  reversed  the  nntnral  order 
thronghont  the  entire  seeeion :  pnttiiig  that  first 
which  ought  to  snooeed  the  otLer,  and  render- 
<  ing  it  almiist  imposinble  to  discuss  intelligibly 
any  one  bill  from  the  want  of  a  foil  knowledge 
of  fiat  which  onght  to  precede  it.  This  case 
famishss  a  striking  lllnstration.  It  b  manifest 
U  every  step  that  the  bill  imponng  taxee  ought 
to  hive  been  discussed  before  Uiis  bill  for  the 
distribnUon  of  the  revenue  from  the  lands. 
How  can  any  one  ascertain  whether  the  rev- 
•noe  fivm  tLa  lands  oan  be  spared,  till  it  is 
koown  what  revenne  the  tax  bill  will  give) 
And  jet  we  are  forced  into  the  discnswon  of 
the  latter  withont  the  slightest  reason,  before 
Ts  have  oonudered  the  former.  The  Senator 
ongfat  to  have  commenced  the  session,  if  he  in- 
tended &Jrly,  with  the  tax  bill,  and  settled,  in 
the  first  instance,  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  Administration ;  what  snm  it  would  require 
innually  to  carry  into  offeot  that  policy,  and 
bow  it  was  to  be  raised.  By  adopting  that  or- 
der, each  preceding  subjeat  wonld  have  cast 
l^toa  that  whioh  followed,  and  the  bnsiness 
of  tbs  searioD  prof^essed  at  least  intelligibly,  if 
not  wisely.  If  his  design  was  to  carry  his 
measoree  at  all  events,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
ti»  coarse  parened  may  have  been  Uie  proper 
Ma;  bnt  if  not — if  he  relied  on  the  wisdom 
and  tmth  of  the  measures  as  the  means  of  oar- 
rjii^  them,  the  order  adopted  was  certainly 
DKMt  preposterons. 

We  are,  however,  told  that  expenditnres  are 
to  be  redaoad,  and  economy  and  retrenchment 
tobec(»ne  the  order  of  the  day.  He  would  much 
rtther  see  it  than  hear  of  it.  He  has  become 
Blow  of  belief  and  distmstfoi  of  promises  from 
IliDse  in  power.  Whenever  he  hears  them  from 
that  quarter,  he  involuntarily  thinks  with  what 
fidelity  they  have  observed  tlie  famous  promise 
that  proscription  should  be  proscribed.  Before 
he  sat  down,  he  would  again  warn  Southern 
"  it  if  tbey  vote  ag^nattbia  amend- 


ment and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  they  would  lay 
the  certain  foondation  of  a  violation  of  the 
compromise,  and  the  renewal  of  all  the  oppres- 
sions  of  a  protective  tariff. 

Ur.  Clat  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  measures  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, if  they  are  passed  Into  laws,  and  passed 
they  will  be,  if  there  is  fidelity  to  the  Whig 
cause.  The  Senator  says  that  home  valoation 
is  unoonstitutdonal,  and  that  he  is  opposed  to 
it ;  bnt  does  he  suppose  that  the  friends  of  pro- 
tection would  Tteld  this,  and  give  cp  all  to  the 
other  sidet  If  he  does,  he  will  find  himself 
mistaken.  But  it  is  nnconstitutionol,  says  the 
Senator.  It  is  easy  to  make  these  flippant  as- 
sertions of  unconstitutionality,  bnt  it  is  not  at 
all  nnconstitutiona], 

Mr.  Rives,  of  Va.,  st^d  he  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  with  which  the  compromise  orig- 
inated ;  and  never,  in  the  discussions  of  that 
committee,  or  out  of  it,  did  he  hear  the  sngges- 
tion  that  the  abandonment  of  the  public  landa 
as  a  sonroe  of  supply  to  the  Treasury,  was  un- 
derstood to  have  any  share  in  settliag  the  terms 
of  compromise.  lie  cert^oly  had  not  enter- 
tained any  such  views,  much  less  entered  into 
any  obligations  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  pub- 
lic lands  revenue.  Me  believed  he  had  uion, 
and  always  when  the  question  come  up,  voted 
against  the  distribution  bill.  lie  should  con- 
tinue to  do  BOj  unless  it  was  mode  perfectly 
dear  to  hb  mind  that  the  duties  under  tlie 
compromise  bill  would  meet  all  the  public  ezi- 
geninea,  and  leave  nothing  to  apprehend  as  to 
th«  estabUsbment  of  a  permanent  public  debt. 

Hr.  WoODBUBT  said  the  gentleman  opposito 
had  held  out  promisee  of  reducing  the  aggre- 
gate expenditures  down  even  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions, and  some  to  fifteen.  Tet  Mr.  W.  hnd 
computed  that  they  were  not  likely,  imder  the 
past  AdminbtraUon,  to  fall  much  if  any  below 
fifteen  millions. 

Bnt  should  the  present  Administration  re- 
deem the  promises  and  pledges  of  reduction,  so 
as  to  come  down  to  fifteen  millions,  which  Mr. 
W.  would  rejoice  to  witness,  then  indeed  the 
lands  would  hardly  be  needed.  But  not  till 
then.  And  when  thb  Administration  fulfilled 
such  flattering  promises  and  pledges,  as  well  as 
several  others  still  unperformed,  they  would 
deserve  the  continuance  of  public  confidence 
much  more  than  he  apprehended  they  now  did. 
The  only  other  point  which  he  should  advert 
to  was  the  necessity  for  keeping  tliese  lands 
till  our  debts  were  paid,  as  proposed  by  the 
motion  befbre  us.  Why,  sir,  what  do  we  see 
in  that  respect!  An  expenditure  swollen  in 
this  very  year  to  twenty-seven  or  twenty- 
eight  millions  for  the  current  service  only.  We 
contemplated  only  twenty.  An  expenditure 
also  for  the  next  year,  eoi^nted  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
the  other  House,  the  exponent  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  at  quite  an  equal  extraordinaiy 
amount  of  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  mil- 
liono.     Other  speakers  in    the  other   House 
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agreed  to  the  chaimum's  ainoDnt ;  and  some  to 
twenty'Sve  millions.  Instead  of  retrenching 
to  eighteen  millioDB,  oa  we  contemplated  b^ 
1842,  or  to  fifteen  and  thirteen  aa  onr  oppo- 
nents proclaimed,  they  seem  by  CBtimatea  to 
augment  them  to  the  appalling  aggregate  of 
near  twenty -eight  milliona. 

■What  are  they  in  fact  likely  to  bet  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  thioKB  that  amonnt 
too  high.  Bnt  are  there  not  other  fortifiostion 
bills  in  progress,  so  as  to  ejcpend  still  more  on 
their  account  in  18481  Are  there  not  new- 
propositions  for  new  and  additional  steam  bat- 
teries ?  Are  there  not  measnres  in  train  to  place 
on  the  general  Treasnry  large  charges  for  the 
Post  Office  t  Is  there  not  a  new  system  in  pro- 
gress of  civil  penMons  f  And  another  of  quar- 
tering on  the  general  Treasury,  for  the  first 
time,  nest  year  as  well  aa  this,  many  of  the  na- 
val pensions  I 

Are  there  not,  in  fine,  wars  and  minors  of 
wars  in  perspective,  that  are  likely  to  lead  to 
even  still  larger  expenditnres  in  1843  than  in 
1841  ? — and  for  which  wise  preparation  dnring 
peace — provided  real  danger  eiist,  however 
oansed— we  con  derive  hereafter  no  aid  trota  the 
public  lands  if  this  bill  passes. 

But  give  flwny  the  public  lands,  and  allow 
your  expenses  for  the  current  service  to  gc  '" 
1642,  as  high  as  they  are  pushed  in  1841- 
high  as  the  official  organs  and  several  of  their 
friends  seem  to  compute  them,  and  as  high  as 
circumstances  indicate  they  are  likely  to  range ; 
snd  a  deficit  of  at  least  eight  millions  seems  to 
be  highly  probable.  I  shall  be  happy  to  find  it 
made  less  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Kow, 
to  raise  this  sum  by  the  tariff,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  collection,  Ac.,  attendant,  tie  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  tariff  to  twenty  per  cent. 
is  manifestly  inadequate.  It  must  go  still  high- 
er, and  mnst  reach  near  thirty  per  cent,  on  the 
necessaries,  as  well  as  luxuries  of  life,  and  the 
compromise  thus  be  deliberately  and  materially 
violated. 

Gentlemen  may  ask,  how  is  it  to  be  avoided) 
I  answer,  first,  by  avoiding  this  prodigal  dona- 
tion, in  this  crisis,  of  the  proceeds  ofttie  lands, 
which  you  jonrsolves  so  imperatively  need. 
By  avoiding  next,  sir,  that  fiktal  increafie  of  debt 
and  expenmtnre  in  peace,  which  famishes  the 
apolc^  for  this  vast  angmentation  of  tiie  tariff. 

TTiis  is  my  plan — and  to  aid  in  accomplish  in  g 
it,  I  should  not  hesitat«  to  adopt  the  motion 
now  before  us,  and  not  part  with  the  landa  at 
least  till  onr  debts  ore  nil  honestly  and  prompt- 
ly paid. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows : 


Wright— 19. 

NiTB. — Messrs,  Archer,  Bsrrow,  Bates,  Bajard, 
Berrien,  Choale,  Claj  of  Kentqckj,  Dixon,  Btuis, 
Onham,  Hend«tscn,  Hantingkm,  Ker,  llenick,  IDUer, 


Uorebead,  Pbelpa,  Forter,  Pientin,  PmUa,  Biw, 
Simmoni,  Bmltb  of  Tiuti.M  Tlllmidgi,  WbAi,  lod 
Woodhridge— 27. 

Ur.  MoBoBBsra  moved  to  amend  tte&to  t« 
by  striking  ont  the  words  "and  which hu ban, 
or  shall  have  been,  surveyed  prior  thereto." 

Hr.  UoRonsBTs,  in  support  of  his  ammdrntnt, 
proceeded  to  say  that  tne  section  of  Um  tfll 
nnder  oonaideration  was  the  one  oontt^iai  llie 
pre-emption  clanse.  It  provided  that  tmrj 
person,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  widow, 
or  single  man  over  twenty-one  yesn  of  ig«, 
&a.,  who  has  made,  or  shall  hereafter  rokc,  i 
settiement  on  the  public  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  wliich 
has  been,  or  shall  have  been,  survaytd  prior 
thereto,  &c.,  shall  be  entiUed  to  a  pre^mpiioiL 
I  have  been  thus  particular  la  statmg  then^ 
stance  of  the  section,  that  the  object,  ef  n; 
amendment  may  be  the  more  readily  nnd»- 
stood.  That  the  Indian  title  should  be  ritii' 
guished  before  settlements  should  be  sllovfd. 
so  as  to  authorize  pre-emptions,  is  right  vA 
proper.  The  law  has  never  been  othtrwisi 
But|  sir,  continued  Mr.  McR.,  is  it  ri^t  P* 
proper  to  exclude  persons  from  the  riefatot 
pre-emption,  who  settle  upon  the  lands  Win 
the  surveys  are  made  I  To  ret^n  thb  proii- 
sion  in  the  bill,  would  defeat  the  great  ana  pa- 
amount  object  of  Government  in  prantinj  pr»- 
emptions.  It  would  exclude  the  pioceeravbo 
first  cultiYote  the  wilderness,  and,  therefw^ 
have  the  strongest  claims.  I  have  therefore 
moved  to  strike  it  out,  bo  that  the  artiuli* 
tier,  whether  be  should  build  his  huoft,  M 
plough  his  field,  and  plant  Ms  com,  e'therh- 
fore  or  after  the  land  waa  surveyed,  would  rtil 
be  entitled  to  a  pr»-emptioD.  Bnt  the  injwtiM 
of  the  provirion  as  It  now  staods  in  th«  M 
will  be  at  once  perceived,  when  the  fart  i>  >»■ 
collected  by  the  Senate,  that  this  Ooiemmem 
has  never  been  able  to  carry  on  its  snrTeys  « 
as  to  keep  pace  with  the  population.  Tlni 
branch  of  the  public  service  has  always  bwn  i» 
arrear  of  the  public  wants.  The  iDahiliiyof 
the  Government  to  hasten  the  snrveja  oi^ 
not  to  be  t^en  advantage  of,  and  from  ttut 
cause,  refuse  pre-emptions  to  aotnal  settleisupM 
the  lEmds.  But,  sir,  was  such  a.  proviwon  enr 
inserted  in  any  previous  pre-emption  lawl  >«, 
sir,  no.  This  is  the  first  inatanoe,  and  I  hi?* 
it  may  be  the  last. 

Aa  a  Senator  from  one  of  the  new  SttW 
containing  the  public  landa,  let  me  Mi  you,  sji 
the  consequences  of  this  feature  In  the  bilt 
There  are  hundreds,  and  poseibly  thonsands,  d 
citizens  of  Illinois,  now  residing  upon  pnb- 
lie  lands  in  that  State,  which  have  not  to  tw 
day  been  surveyed — lands  upon  which  the  Ja«* 
staff  was  never  erected.  Men,  and  womei^m 
their  little  children,  have  homes  In  that  gf«» 
Stole,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  public  mrvefi 
Sir,  we  have  had  connties  ormmiied— comriM 
thickly  populated,  too,  upon  the  public  domwii- 
And,  sir,  let  me  say  ftirther,  tbat  no  popnl»n« 
upon  this  earth  is  m —  '"-•■  ""-'      "     '  " 


s  jns^  more  vpn^i,  v 
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more  boepltablft,  than  that  popnlation.  Boaor, 
integntT-,  and  chiTolrf,  are  their  birthright. 
The  whole  of  the  dennnciatioiiB  of  the  Mttlere 
on  public  tand^  bo  far  u  lUinoig  )h  concerned, 
are  011I7  evidence  of  the  ignorance  of  men  who 
niabe^etn. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  to  alloir  pre-emp- 
tions in  advanee  of  the  gnrveya,  might  interfere 
irith  the  16th  section  reserved  for  schools. 
This  is  a  mistake,  because  section  sixteen  la  ex- 
Iffesslj'  reserved  to  each  township  hj  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  it  is  also  from  abnndant 
csotion,  because  It  was  nnneeessaiy,  again  re- 
served in  this  bUl. 

Thy,  sir,  a  large  portion  of  the  great  valle;- 
of  the  Miasissippi  has  been  settled  and  improv- 
ed before  the  snrrejB  were  made.  I  hope  that 
a  prorisioo,  so  man^estlf  nqjust,  may  be  strick- 
en from  this  bill.  Not  onlj  this  feature  in  the 
lull,  bnt  other  parts  of  section  ten,  show  that  it 
was  conceived  and  written  in  a  spirit  hostile  to 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  West. 

Mr.  SniTH,  of  Indiana,  said  it  was  a  practical 
qneetioa  whether  settlers  should  be  permitted 
to  go  on  the  piiblio  lands  before  they  were  sur- 
veyed. The  Hooae  of  Bepresentativea  had  come 
to  the  conclosion  in  advance  that  they  shonld 
not  lie  had  always  voted  in  favor  of  pre- 
emption laws  and  pre-emption  claims ;  and  was 
atill  in  favor  of  tbem.  He  thooght,  however, 
there  ought  to  be  some  limit.  The  siiteenth 
section  was  reserved  by  compact  for  the  use  of 
schools;  but  if  It  were  declared  in  advaQoe  that 
lands  may  be  settled  on  before  they  were  sar- 
veyed,  the  settler  coold  know  nothing  of  the 
Nzteenth  section,  and  hia  title  might  conflict 
with  the  reservation,  and  they  would  have  to 
grant  him  a  float,  or  deprive  him  of  the  benefits 
of  his  improvements,  which  be  (Hr,  B.)  was 
not  disposed  to  do. 

There  was  no  danger  of  that  time  ever  com- 
ing when  lands  soffiuent  could  not  be  survey- 
ed. He  was  in  favor  of  pre-emption  rights,  but 
he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  go  in  advance  of 
the  pnhlio  snrveys. 

Mr.  Lntir  sua  the  whole  body  of  Hissonri 
had  been  setUed  by  a  hardy  and  enterprising 
band  long  before  the  lands  were  thought  of 
being  snrveyed.  It  had  always  been  so,  and 
alwaye  wonld  be  so ;  and  if,  after  these  people 
had  eettied  on  the  public  lands,  and  mode  their 
improvements,  any  attempt  was  made  to  pnt 
these  lands  up  at  auction  because  they  hod  not 
been  snrveyed,  it  would  compel  these  people  to 
combine  and  drive  off  the  intrnders  with  their 

Mr.  Toima  Insisted  it  was  the  first  time  that 
any  such  principle  bad  ever  been  ingrafted  on  a 
pre-emption  bill.  Ifpre-emptionrightswerenot 
to  be  granted  nntjl  after  surveys  were  made, 
there  might  be  excepted  four  organized  coun- 
ties in  the  Btate  of  Illinois,  where  there  were  a 
thooosnd  voters.  Id  the  same  section,  too,  he 
foond  a  clause  exclndiuK  aliens  from  the  nght 

-' '■-  -an  invidious  d" 

e  been  made. 


The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
OTK,  of  Indiana,  Poktbb,  and  Youno,  when 
Mr.  HcsmroToii  argued  agunst  the  amend- 


Smtik,  of  Indiana,  Poktbb,  and  Youno,  when 

Mr.  HcsmroToii  argued  aguni 
ment.    He  said  the  Senator  from  llhnois 


ed  to  view  the  subject  aa  thongh  the  rights  of 
no  other  parties  were  to  be  considered  but 
those  of  the  settlera.  He  thought  enough  was 
done  when  the  settier  was  secured  in  hb  pre- 
emption right,  after  the  land  had  been  survey- 
ed. To  strike  out  the  clause,  which  the  Sena- 
tor had  moved  to  do,  would  be  at  oil  times  to 
invite  intruders  on  the  choioest  spots  of  the 
public  lauds  in  advance  of  the  surveys. 

Mr.  WooDBBiDOB  thought  the  whole  West 
onrht  to  stand  by  the  pre-emption  principle,  ■ 
ana  that  the  publio  surveys  should  be  fiiiiabea 
with  ea  much  rapidity  as  possible.  On  the 
whole,  however,  he  thought  evils  might  grow 
out  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  this  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows; 

Tub. — Ueesri.  Allen,  Benton,  Bnchansu,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  UcRoberts, 
UoutoD,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Porter,  Smith  of  Coanec- 


NilB. — Heasrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayaid,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Oay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Erans, 
Gmbam,  Hendeteon,  Huntington,  Ker,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Uorehewi,  Phelps,  Pr^itiss,  Preston,  Rivss, 
Smmoos,  Bmith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  snd  Wood- 
bridge— 24. 

Mr.  YocRo  then  moved  to  strike  out  that 
clause  which  related  to  the  exclusion  of  aliens. 

Mr.  Skitb,  of  Indiana,  explained  that  the  bill 
simply  required  the  alien  to  have  filed  his  de- 
claration of  int«ntion  to  become  a  citizen,  aa 
required  by  the  nattiralization  laws,  to  give 
him  all  the  rights  nnder.the  bill. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  aa  follows : 

TuA — Venn.  Allen,  Benton,  BncJianan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cutbboi,  Fulton,  King, 
T.liwi,  UcHoberts,  Houtou,  Heme,  Biaith  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappta,  Walker, 
White,  WUliams,  Woodbury,  Wri^t,  and  Tcung 
—22, 

N^TS. — Hesbs.  Ardier,  Bates,  Bayaid,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Otahun,  Henderaon,  HuntingtoD,  Ker,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Fhelpe,  Porter,  PMntiss,  Preston, 
TUvea,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Boulhsrd,  and 


BOCBE  OF  BEFBEBBHTATITEa  , 

Tnui>A.T,  August  10. 

The  Jonmal  of  yesterday  was  read  end  ap- 
proved. 
Mr.  WisB  rose,  and  reqaested  the  House  to 

Eermit  him  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
[II  which  passed  this  House  yesterday,  provid- 
ing fbr  the  repeal  of  the  bill  commonly  known 
as  the  Bub-Treaaory  lav. 
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Sanirttpt  Lan. 

Ur.  BASirASi)  moved  thjit  the  oommittM 

proceed  to  the  coomderation  of  the  Baiikntpt 

lie  bill,  hftving  her^fore  been,  read  Uiroogh, 
vas  now  taken  np  b^  seotioiUL 

And  the  fint  eection  having  been  read,  and 
the  qneation  being  on  agreeing  thereto, 

Ur.  B^BNABO  (chairman  of  the  Oonunlttee 
on  the  Jadioiary)  opened  the  debate  in  a  speech 
In  which  he  gave  a  conciM  dotoh  of  the  hixlo- 
T7  of  the  present  bill.  He  explained  its  provi- 
riona,  and  oommented  on  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
atftcdes  hitherto  presented  to  its  passage,  and 
condnded  with  on  linpresdve  deacriptioo  of  the 
embarTMament  and  distress  prevailing  throngh- 
ont  the  conntrr  amow  tb^  onfortanate  class 
whom  this  bill  ootild  afone  relieve. 

If  r,  GoBDoir,  of  New  York,  said,  that  there 
oould  be  no  doubt  that  Oongrees  possessed  the 
power  to  pass  a  bankrapt  law,  bat  It  did  not 
follow  beoaase  it  bad,  that  therefore  it  should 
«teroise  it  Congress  in  ISOO  did  paas  an  act, 
which' was  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation  in 
Ave  rears;  but  was  repealed  in  1B08;  and  fh>m 
that  da;  to  this  namerons  efforts  had  been 
made  to  pass  another  bankrupt  law,  bat  the; 
bad  all  failed.  And  wh;,  he  wonld  ask,  had 
Uier  failed )    It  was  beoanse  the  people  had 

Slven  their  Representatives  in  Congress  to  nn- 
erstand  that  sech  a  measare  wonld  be  injudi- 
cioas  and  nnwise.  Now,  what  evideuoe  waa 
there  that  the  people  were,  at  this  time,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  %  The 
chsirmsQ  01  the  Committee  on  the  jndioiarj 
had  made  a  verj  able  retort  on  the  snbjeot,  and 
also  a  most  eioellent  speech,  bnt  still  he  had 
&iled  to  Ktnvinoe  him,  Mr.  Q.,  that  the  opin- 
ions which  he  had  formed  were  erroneona.  It 
appeared  from  what  the  gentleman  had  sud, 
^at  there  were  500,000  bankrupts  in  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  but  that  4G,000  onlj  had  reallj  pe- 
titioned for  the  enactment  of  a  bankrapt  bill 
He,  Ur.  O.,  should  think  that  this  fact  alone 
went  to  prove  that  the  people  at  large  had  not 
asked  for  it  He  conceived  this  to  he  the  best 
evidence  that  oonld  be  adduced  to  show  that 
the  law  was  not  desired  bf  the  people.  So 
unoh  for  the  pt^nlarit;  of  this  saUeot.  Mr. 
Q.  went  into  a  brief  examination  of  uie  oonsti- 
tatfonal  qnestions  bearing  npon  this  snUect, 
and  then  proceeded  to  argne,  from  some  of  the 

Erovisions  of  this  biU,  that  it  was  not  uniform 
1  its  character,  and  that  It  wodd  work  nne- 
quallj  both  as  regarded  individnals  as  well  as 
States.  He  com[duDed  that  there  had  been  in- 
pcrated  )□  the  same  bill  a  bankrapt  E7st«m 


and  an  insolvent  svstem,  and  he  asked  what 
power  Congress  had  to  paaa  an  insolvent  law  i 
Whilst  he  admitted  its  power  to  pass  a  hai^- 


mpt  act,  he  denied  it  had  a  right  to  enact 
insolvent  law. 
He  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the  mean- 


ing and  distinction  of  the  term*  "biaknpt" 
■nd  "  insolvent,"  aa  nndentood  in  £tigUod,  ul 
contended  that  these  terms  were  ooDfoQwIediii 


He  argaed  that  this  waa  a  propoation  to  violtta 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  interfere  «idi 
the  iiU(MTent  laws  of  the  several  Ststts.  H« 
admitted  that  Congress  possessed  the  po*n  t« 
pass  a  bankrupt  law,  bat  that  law  mnat  be  pro- 
spective, and  not  retro-aativ&  and  it  mut  <ne- 
rate  upon  all  debtors  alike.  He  ocmteoded  tW 
under  this  bill  the  banks  and  other  coipart- 
l»ons,  snch  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statci  ot 
Pennsylvania,  inolnded  in  its  provinoiu,  h 
otherwise  the;  would  go  to  favor,  in  rerf 
man;  cases,  a  set  of  swindlers  and  rascili,  it 
the  expense  of  the  commonitj  geoenllj.  Bb 
tboogbt  that  peculators  and  othen,  d  locst 
moral  prindple,  would  take  advaot4^  of  tbt 
law,  and  saonfioe  the  innocent,  the  htmeit,  ui 
the  upright,  to  carry  oat  their  own  hIM  ud 
dishonest  pniposee.  He  next  showed  that  tbt 
operation  of  iW  bill  woold  be  highl;  iqjnrioai 
and  oppressive  to  the  creditor*  in  the  aevml 
States,  who,  in  order  to  substantiate  their  cluiu 
against  an  individoal  residing  in  another,  ud 
perhaps,  distant  State,  mi^t  be  eoropclled  to 
travel  some  thonsands  of  milea  to  do  it.  Tba 
operation  of  the  act  then,  in  a  vast  msDj  in- 
atanoes,  wonld  be,  that  the  debtor  would  g^<4 
in  oonsequenoe  of  the  oreditar  b^g  rednced  to 
the  neoeswty  of  travclUng  thus  far,  to  the  grest 
neglect  of  his  business  and  other  demandi  npui 
his  time  and  attention  at  home.  He  oouclnM 
with  sa:nng  that'  be  hoped  some  more  site 
members  Uian  himself  who  had  stuihed  tbt 
subject  more  than  he  had  done,  would  RBtia 
the  moUon  to  strike  out  the  «n"ting  clanee  cJ 
the  bill, 

Mr.  RooeKVBi.T  referred  to  the  varioos  qieedt- 
es  which  had  been  made  on  both  aida  tt  Ikt 
qnestion,  and  to  the  numerous  petitiootn 
whose  memorials  had  come  up  to  Ccaigra> 
both  for  and  agunst  the  bill.  Among  those  ii 
favor  of  it  he  had  the  honor  of  preeentiDg  anx 
from  his  own  cit7,  and  amons  tlie  dgnenwDoId 
be  fonnd  not  mu^;  those  who  had  Men  ntbv 
lightlj  spoken  of  as  q>eoQlator8  and  bankrnM 
bat  men  of  sabBtanee,  men  of  lai^  means,  vbii 
were  far  above  the  sospicion  of  having  an r  per- 
sonal interest  In  the  passage  of  the  law ;  KKl^ 
for  example,  as  William  P.  Astor,  whom  no 
one,  he  presomed,  wonld  auapeet  of  an;  inteo- 
tion  of  taking  the  benefit  of  ua  act,  bnt  wbow 
chief  trouble  might  be  snppoaed  to  arise  (ron 
his  havinK  more  propert;  than  he  knew  abit 
to  do  with.    He  also  referred  to  a  lu^  r^ 

Sectable  German  firm,  whose  name  «ic*pM 
e  Reporter's  ear,  whom  he  ocMnplimenteJ  oa 
their  stead;  habit«,  straightforward  iuisfnlj, 
and  fldelit;  \a  all  their  c(H)t»ota.  The  resuai 
wh;  SDch  persona  pat  their  name^  to  a  nwno- 
riol  for  a  bmikrapt  law  might  be  presomed  to 
he,  that  a  large  body  of  their  personal  frten* 
or  connections  had,  from  the  misfortunes  itftw 
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timea,uid  aader  the  onivenal  deliidon  which 
Bpreao  like  a  aort  of  mental  oholere  in  I68S  and 
I83S,  been  proitrated  in  the  genend  crash  of 
the  neceeding  year.  Id  the  wide-spread  ruin 
of  1B37,  good  and  bad,  firm  and  infirm,  prudent 
■nd  itnpradent,  had  alilte  heen  swept  awar,  as 
by  a  whiriwiDd ;  and,  had  the  preceding  delu- 
sion conttnned  stz  months  longer,  there  wonid 
have  t>e«D,  connnerciallr  spraking,  sooroe  a 
sue  man  left  in  the  whole  trading  oommnnit;. 
In  behalf  of  the  riatima  of  this  general  tnuinesB- 
midnen,  many  men,  whose  fortonee  and  credit 
ronained  beyond  the  reach  of  donbt  and  dan- 


and  hearts.  And,  althongh,  among  those  who 
voDld  share  in  the  retnlta  of  their  iaterpoaltion, 
there  might  be  some  not  worthy  of  it,  still  their 
mettj  wonld  fall  like  that  of  beaveD,  which 
often  (pared  the  ill-deeerring,  that  the  innooent 
might  M  shielded  fhxn  the  effects  of  their  pan- 
itUment,  Another  canse  of  the  part  which 
auih  persona  took  in  memorials  for  a  baokrupt 
law,  might  be  an  enlarged  and  enliehtened  re- 
gard to  their  own  true  interest.  Much  appre- 
nennon  was  felt  by  some  of  these  very  men, 
that  they  might  lose  many  debta  otherwise  not 
desperate;  bnt  their  ealculation  still  was  that 
they  might  probably  gain  more  by  trade  with 
the  restored  debtors,  than  they  would  lose  by 
diKbarring  them  from  their  previons  obliga- 
tloDs.  It  was  a  sound  opinion ;  for  experience 
showed,  witli  regard  to  the  scraps  and  cmmbs 
oF  a  merobaiit  who  had  made  a  bad  failure,  that 
the  contingent  rem^ders  of  these  lost  estates 
were  in  the  long  nm  swallowed  np  (not  im- 
properly, bat  f||om  unavoidable  expenses)  by 
the  legal  profession. 

ICr.  R.  admitted  that  there  were  inherent 
Acuities  in  the  case.  While  every  man  of 
tiamaDity  mnat  feel  anxious  that  the  honest  but 
imfortiuiBte  debtor  should  be  released  from  the 
GabiUdea  be  never  could  diMbarge,  every  jnat 
nuu'a  mind  as  strongly  repels  the  idea  of  re- 
kaaing  the  (lehtor  who  was  dishonest  and  fraud- 
ulent 

At  this  time  the  whole  coantry  was  covered 
wKh  debt — with  debt  contracted  under  a  total- 
ly Afferent  state  of  thtngH,  when  currency  waa 
not  worth  more  than  half  Its  value ;  when  bank 
notes  were  as  plenty  as  the  leaves  in  antmnn ; 
when  a  man  bad  nothing  to  do  but  put  an 
^tron  on,  and  he  conld  catch  bii  I^  fall  at  any 
tune.  True,  the  ooatracts  then  made,  if  strict- 
ly ooDstraed,  bound  the  man  to  pay  for  every 
dollar  in  bia  twnd  a  oonstitntional  dollar ;  but 
to  exaot  thia  now,  was  ui  truth  and  reality  to 
exact  two  dollars  for  one.  Was  not  this  a  case 
demanding  the  interposition  of  Congress,  if  it 
bad  the  power  to  grant  reUef  ?  Barely  the  case 
had  arisen  which  the  oonstitntion  contemplated 
when  the  power  was  given. 

Let  a  hill  on  tills  sntijoct  pass,  and  there 
were  no  fears  as  to  its  fate  at  the  other  end  of 
the  Avenue,  fbr  the  Heesage  at  the  opening  of 
the  tearion  forbade  that  idea. 


Ur.  Uasoit,  of  Ohioi  next  obtained  the  fioor, 
and  went  into  a  very  learned  and  argnmentft- 
tive  speech  in  reply,  more  particularly,  to  some 
of  the  positions  previously  taken  by  Mr.  Oob- 
i>o>r,  between  whom  and  himuelf  several  expla- 
nations, replies,  and  rejoinders  passed,  cbiefiv 
having  reference  to  law  tochnioalities,  which 
the  Reporter  does  not  pretend  to  comprehend. 
Mr.  M.  went  largely  mto  the  oonstitntional 
question,  as  well  as  into  the  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  law,  Irath  of  which  he  deiended 
with  great  earneetness. 

Mr.  Fkbbu  took  the  opposite  ^e,  and  apoke 
with  his  accustomed  clearness  and  cogency  in 
oppodtion  to  the  bill,  as  going,  in  its  bnmane 
regard  to  the  mlefortnnes  of  the  debtor,  to  vio- 
late the  constitution  by  destroying  the  debts  of 
the  creditor,  and  depriving  bim  of  his  just  rem- 
edy against  those  who  wonld  defrand  him  of 
his  due.  Bound-minded  and  thinking  men 
would  not  be  swayed  by  the  impulses  of  passion 
and  the  strongest  appeals  of  eloouence  to  do  a 
great  public  wrong.  They  would  not  vit^v 
stab  the  constitution  of  their  oonntry,  wbidi 
was  the  safegnard  as  well  of  their  own  righto 
as  those  of  others.  Thia  Government  had  a 
character  to  preeerve  with  the  commercial  and 
civilized  wond ;  and  what  would  the  nations 
of  Europe  think  of  ns,  who  look  mainly  to  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Qovemment  to  pr&< 
tect  their  righta  when  they  entmstad  their  funds 
to  oar  citizens  and  vested  their  property  in  oar 
enterprises  t  What  wonld  they  think  of  the 
introduction  of  a  perfectiy  novel  piinaple  into 
our  legislation — a  principle  nnknown  to  any 
civilized  nation  upon  the  globe?  What  reliance 
would  they  place  on  the  liabilities  of  nnr  mer- 
chants, when  their  debts  were  liable  to  be  irre- 
vocably destroyed  by  a  national  law  ?  If  gen- 
tlemen were  to  draw  on  their  imagination  fbr 
cases  of  distrees  in  debtors,  why  not  employ  it 
a  little  on  the  other  aide,  and  present  some  pic- 
tures of  the  hardahips  of  an  indulgent  hnt  de- 
frauded creditor,  and  the  fiwida  and  ii^nstioe 
of  debtors  who  rolled  in  ease  and  Inxurv,  set- 
ting tbeir  creditors  at  defiance}  Be  believed 
instances  of  hard,  and  cruel,  and  Ironheorted 
creditors  were  more  frequent  in  novels  end 
play-books  thui  in  real  life, 

Mr.  F.  iunsted  that  the  law  of  IBOO  had  not 
heen  retron>eotive — it  was  prospective  only. 
As  to  the  difference  of  the  language  employed 
by  the  constitution  in  restricting  the  States  and 
restricting  the  General  Government,  be  thought 
the  arxnment  worth  little;  because,  as  the 
General  Government  was  the  creature  <rf  the 
States,  and  had  no  powers  hat  anch  as  were 
granted  to  it,  it  needed  no  restriction  on  a 
power  not  granted :  whereas  the  States,  being 
original  depositories  of  power,  did  need  restrie- 
tions  in  the  exercise  of  power  which  they  did 
powess,  and  might  otherwise  have  exerted. 
No  matter  whether  an  «c  poit  Jiieto  law  was 
■triotiy  restrained  to  criminal  coses :  a  retro- 
spective bankrupt  was  in  the  nature  of  an  m 
pMt  /iute  law,  ud  to  paas  it  wonld  be  to  rio- 
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late  the  spirit  of  the  constitatioD.  A  law  was 
ft  rale  of  action;  bat  boir  oould  a  law  be  a  mle 
to  a  man's  aotiiin  which  waa  not  passed  until 
ten  or  twenty  jeara  tiUtT  the  action  had  taken 
place  ?  He  coDsldered  snch  &  law  sa  one  of  the 
moat  tjrsnnical  exercises  of  power  whioh  the 
imagination  oonld  conceive.  No  precedent  for 
it  was  to  be  (bood  ^ce  the  dark  ages.  If  the 
state  of  the  community  required  relief^  let  the 
relief  como  from  the  proper  qnart«r — from  the 
Leffislatnrea  of  the  States,  or  from  the  mercy 
and  consideration  of  the  creditor,  which  was 
rorelj  appealed  to  in  \eia  by  an  honest  debtor, 
nbo  could  show  a  olesr  case  and  make  a  &ir 
mrrender. 

Ur.  F.  opposed  the  law  as  not  being  uniform 
in  its  operation,  and  therefore  not  constitution- 
al. He  orgaed  this  point  from  the  dlffereDl 
liens  creot^  by  the  laws  of  different  States  on 
the  property  of  debtors. 

Hr.  Fbkhis  waived  Uie  qaeB^on  of  expedien- 
cy, partly  for  want  of  time  to  discuss  it,  but 
chiefly  on  tlie  ground  tiist  if  a  law  waa  uncon- 
stitntional  it  never  could  be  trnly  expedient 

Hr,  Saltonbtau.  obtained  the  floor,  and  on 
his  motion,  the  oommittee  rose  and  reported 
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And  the  HonM  aitjoarned. 


IN  eSNATB. 
WXD5BSDA.T,  August  10, 

Mt  of  Wight  Countv  (  Virginia)  Petition. 

Ur.  Ojlleods  presented  a  memorial  and  res- 
olutions, adopted  a  few  days  since  by  «  larae 
and  respectable  number  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  connty,  Virginia,  at  a  meeting 
held  in  the  court-house  of  the  conn^.  The 
memorial  and  resolutions  are  coached  in  most 
respectful  terms,  but  at  the  some  time  express 
in  strong  laogasge  the  opinions  of  the  meeting, 
that  the  measores  attempted  to  be  forced  upon 
the  country  at  this  extra  session,  are  not  ap- 
proved of  by  the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.    Koch  had  been  said  in 

Sise  of  the  hasty  action  of  the  other  Honse, 
ignated  BO  emphatically  a  "glorious"  House, 
because  of  its  precipitate  action ;  but  he  (Mr. 
0.)  would  Tentnre  to  say  that  never  were 
measures  so  repugnant  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  ai  those  very  measures,  for  the  hasty 
passage  of  which  that  Boubc  had  been  so  much 
landed.  The  people  never  could,  he  would  on- 
heutatingly  assert,  be  bronghc  to  believe  that  a 
National  Bank— national  debt— distribution — 
and  high  taxation,  were  reasons  for  which  their 
representatives  would  be  entitied  to  their 
thanks.  Those  who  wanted  anch  measures 
might  call  it  "  glorious  "  legislation ;  but  the 
people  never  wonld  approve  of  such  measures. 
He  field  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  be  heard, 
and  be  wonld  therefore  content  himself  fur  the 

CMnt,  in  moving  that  the  p^>ers  which  he 
presented  be  printed.    He  requested  the 


Secretary  of  the  S«iata  wonld  have  tb«  good- 
ness  to  read  tbem. 

The  Secretory  of  the  Senate  then  Rsi  the 
memorial  and  resolutions,  of  which  the  fbllow. 
ing  is  an  abstract : 

At  ■  meeUng  of  a  luge  nninber  of  the  cMau  tf 
the  Isle  of  Wiglit,  Josus  HoumAH  ptiiiM,  nd 
W.  B.  JoBDAN  acted  m  Secratary.  The  innliuni 
addreased  by  Colonel  Akthub  finTH,  uid  bjiim. 
HoLLiiuM,  Esq.  Besolutions  were  adopted  nnni- 
taoDBly,  that  Congress  haa  no  power  to  mate  ■  Ni- 
UonalBank.  That  should  Congroa  paaaBukii 
ilscal  Agent,  It  is  the  opiidon  of  Uw  u"''"  '' 


charter  inaj  be  rigfatfblly  repealed.  That  Ifae  mA 
bntjon  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lanib,  ailk  * 
defideney  in  the  Treasoiy,  and  aa  Mswspfioe  it  At 
debts  of  the  States,  iainviolatian  of  IberighlKfllie 
States,  and  a  dangeroos  encRMduoeet  npoo  Ibe  libtr* 
ties  of  the  people.  That  CoogreM  has  tw  paws  U 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  except  to  pay  the  debu  of  At 
Genersl  Govenunent,  and  to  l^ovide  for  die  midbib 
defence  and  geneial  wd&re,  and  has  no  powCT  Is  t^ 
and  collect  taxes,  &&,  iritb  a  vieir  to  the  ptMeOiiB 
of  any  interest,  dtber  manu&ctniisg,  oonmadd,* 
asiicultunL  Tbat  the  donation  made  to  the  ndw 
of  the  late  Preiident  of  Ifae  United  Staler  m  t 
palpable  violation  of  the  constitation,  and  an  wt' 
rantable  waste  of  the  public  money.  Thttc<>|«>W 
tliese  proceedings  be  lorwarded  to  the  Hrai.  JsbC 
Calhottm  and  Hon.  Thohjls  H.  BnnoBof  dw  B» 
■te,  sad  Hon.  Jomi  W.  Joule  of  the  Bone  oTBqi- 
reseotatives,  with  a  request  that  they  {KtscU  iks 
to  the  Cengress  cf  the  nnlted  States. 

After  they  ware  read.  Mr.  Cuaouir  rene»rf 
his  motion  to  print,  and  called  for  the  yeai  ud 
nays. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put,  andnegt- 
tived,  as  follows : 

Tiis.- 

H        .  .         =.  , 

Moulon,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Smith  of  ConnecbM, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wiiliama,  WimJbuj, 
and  Wright— 19. 

Nats.— HcKTS.  Bales,  Bayuid,  Betrien,  Cbo*, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Kvans,  Gnh* 
Huntington,  Killer,  Uorehead,  Ferter,  Prmoi,  Gb- 
mons,  &aiUi  of  Indiana,  Soatiurd,  TiUmidge,  Wlil^ 
and  Woodbiidge— 20. 

Mr.  Oalhovit  said  this  was  tha  first  timete 
hod  ever  knovm  so  respoctliil  and  noeieepti^ 
able  an  expression  of  the  opinions  of  a  luge  aM 
respectable  meeting,  to  be  reAised  tbe  ubuI 
courtesy  of  being  printed.  It  was  the  firrt  tim» 
^ce  the  b^iinning  of  this  Oovenunent  tbil  s 
general  gag  system  was  attempted  to  be  ti- 
lendod  to  the  exdunon  of  public  opinion.  Btn 
wu  the  opinion  of  a  large  and  reroectabl*  fv^ 
lie  meeting  shnt  ont  from  publloityjSnd fra* 
the  common  oourtesy  of  printing,  by  a  mJ* 
m^ority  in  favor  of  this  gag  system.  I«til» 
told  to  the  people  that  they  are  no  mon  la  * 
monstrate ;  bnt  will  that  effect  tbe  <*)<*•* 
the  gentlemen  !  They  may  gag  this  body,  m 
they  cannot  gag  the  people.  Do  the  geDUao" 
think  by  silc^omg  suoh  menocitls  tod  rwli^ 


tioaa,  they  can  eao^e  pnUio 
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tbe;  do,  tber  deceJTa  thems^vM :  this  ia  bat 
IIm  matteriDg  of  Uie  tiiaader,  and  the  gantlemen 
uA  their  meaanraa  will  be  swept  before  the 
eooiing  stonn  as  the  chaff  before  the  whirl- 
wind. With  theae  renurks  for  the  present,  ho 
iFonld  DOW  move  to  lay  the  papers  aa  the  table. 

Mr.  Bknton  requested  Mr,  Oauiouii  to  with- 
diRW  hia  motion  to  lay  the  proceedinge  ao  the 
table  for  a  moment,  and  Mr.  Oaiaodk  with- 
draw hia  motion. 

Hi.  Bkhtoit  Uien  went  <hi  to  ear,  that,  hav- 
ing coofonned  to  the  de^uon  <^  die  Senate  in 
moTiog,  without  debate,  yesterday  morning  to 
take  QD  the  Fanqnier  proceedings,  he  woold 
DOW  wtb  the  opportunity  to  say  something  of 
tboae  reaolntiona,  and  the  reasoos  which  were 
n^  for  refhsing  to  print  them.  These  rea- 
EODS  may  be  comprehended  onder  three  heads : 
1.  That  they  related  to  subjects  which  had 
passed  by,  and  with  which  the  Senate  had 
nothing  further  to  do,  2.  That  they  were  di»- 
re^iectfnl  in  their  langoage.  S.  And  that  they 
userted  the  right  of  rep«al  in  relation  to  the 
Fucal  Bank.  These  were  the  obJe«tioiia ;  and 
to  these  I  answer,  that  the  first  and  second  ob- 
jections, are  unfounded  in  point  of  fact,  and  so 
shown  to  be  by  the  resolntious.  One  of  them 
applies  to  this  extra  session  itself,  the  calling  of 
which  it  condemns,  and  I  think  most  justly. 
The  session  still  continues,  and  the  resolution 
denies  the  wisdom  and  economy  of  this  session 
—condemns  its  call,  and  its  objects — and  con- 
nden  its  existence  a  public  ii^ory.  In  all  this  1 
concur  with  the  meetmg;  andastheseaBionatill 
continuee,  this  resolntiou,  of  course,  applies  to  a 
measure  which  has  not  passed  by ;  and,  tnerefore, 
the  objection  to  it  is  unfounded.  Another 
tesolatioQ  applies  to  the  new  tax  bill — the  tea 


third  measure  to  which  the  resolutions  apply, 
19  the  land  distribution  bill,  aud  that  is  stiU  be- 
fore m.  They  also  apply  to  the  Bank  bill, 
which  was  still  in  the  other  House  when  the 
rewlatiooa  were  offered,  and  which  may  be  be- 
fore the  Senate  agun.  Thus,  three  of  the  sub- 
jects mentioned  In  the  resolutions,  were,  and 
ue  itill  before  us ;  a  fourth  was,  and  may  be, 
before  ne ;  and  all  of  them  were  before  ua  at 
the  time  the  meeting  was  held.  The  otfjection, 
then,  which  applies  to  the  past-by,  or  gone-by, 
character  of  the  measures,  launfonndedinpoint 
of  UtX.  With  respect  to  the  next  objeotion, 
that  the  resoluldons  were  disrespectful,  Ur.  B. 
nid  that  this  objection  was  one  which  was  sus- 
ceptible of  ft  decisiTO  answer.  The  resolutions 
voold  speak  for  themselves,  and  show  their 
own  character.  They  had  been  read  in  this 
chamber,  and  seen  to  be  perfectly  reepeotful. 
They  win  be  published,  and  the  pnbuo  will 
Judge.  The  public  can  Judge  as  well  as  we ; 
ud,  to  help  oot  their  jndgments,  I  shall  merely 
refer  them  to  the  character  of  the  memorials 
tnd  rewlves  sent  to  this  chamber  by  the  Bank 
party  during  the  panic  aeadon,  kvidiing  every 
odious  epithet  on  President  J&oksoa  «id  the 


Qovernment;  and  the  whole  of  which  were  re- 
ceived here  with  so  much  honor,  commented 
upon  with  so  uuoh  zeal,  and  printed  with  so 
much  haste,  and  now  forming  six  volumes  of 
documents  on  our  shelves..  To  the  third  objeo- 
tion, no  question  of  fact  is  rdsed.  The  fact  is 
admittod.  One  of  the  resolutions  declares  the 
repealability  of  this  fiscal  Bank,  and  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  reoeal  it.  This  is  admitted  and 
Justitied.  I  say  tine  people  have  a  right  to  ask 
for  this  repeal,  and  to  be  respectfully  treated 
when  they  do  ask  for  it.  It  is  their  right ;  and 
it  is  for  themselves  to  assert  that  right  at  home, 
and  for  their  representatives  to  vindicate  that 
right  here.  Wuatl  Do  those  who  advocate 
abolition  petitions — who  want  them  received 
and  respectfully  considered — do  they  object  to 
a  reped  petition  as  disrespectful  1  If  so,  let 
the  people  know  it. 

Mr,  Olat,  of  Kentnoky,  begged  leave  to 
make  a  nngle  remark. 

Ur.  Benton  conowvod  the  pending  qnestion 

as  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  papers  on  the 
Ubte. 

Mr.  OiAT.  But,  mr,  they  are  not  laid  on  the 
table  yet 

The  OiuiK  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
Senator  irom  South  Caroliiia  had  suspended  his 
motion  to  allow  the  Senator  from  Missonri  to 
make  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Olat.  Now,  sir,  who  wants  to  suppress 
diMua^on.  What  I  was  goine  to  say  was,  that 
we  had  heard  with  great  patience  and  respect 
the  papers  read ;  bnt  we  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  printing  them ;  they  have  been  publish- 
ed already.  I  saw  them  in  a  Vii^nia  paper 
this  morning — on  the  score  of  publicity,  there 
is  no  occadon  to  print  them.  I  now  move  to 
lay  the  reaolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AnoBan.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  sna- 
pend  his  motion  for  a  moment, 

Hr.  Olat,  Ko,  dr,  I  cannot  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Kr.  WoonscBT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  they  were — yeas  Bl, 
nays  31 ;  and  so  the  motion  ol  the  Senator  from 
Kentnoky  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ijK)HKk  then  en>Uned,  that  what  he 
wished  to  say  when  the  Senator  from  Een- 
tncky  declined  ^ving  him  an  opportunity,  was 
that  he  was  absent  from  his  seat  wben  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  print.  Had  he 
been  in  his  place,  he  would  have  vot«d  for  the 
motion.  The  memorial  and  resolutions  were 
from  B  portion  of  his  constituents  with  whom 
he  did  not  concur  in  political  opinion ;  hut  they 
were  couched  in  respectful  terms,  and  be  had 
ever  acted  on  the  prmciple,  that  tn  such  oases 
the  oonrtesy  of  pnnting  and  connderation  was 
dne  to  any  respeotfiil  expression  of  opinion 
coming  from  any  portion  of  the  people.  This 
waa  the  explanation  he  wished  to  make  when 
he  asked  uie  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  soa- 
pend  his  motion. 

Mr.  OALBomr.  The  course  of  tiie  Senator 
from  Kentucky  in  opposing  the  printing,  is  In 
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keeping  witb  hU  entire  ooorse  dnriog  the  pres- 
ent sMsloD.  After  gagging  the  Honm,  and  at- 
tempting to  gag  the  6«nate,  it  was  bat  to  be 
expected  that  be  ebonld  next  attempt  to  gag 
the  people — to  stifle  their  voiee  tn  their  own 
HoDM.  The  attempt  was  in  yain.  The  pab- 
lic  indignation  is  rising.  The  voice  of  tbe  peo- 
ple, If  sappressed  here,  would  next  be  heard 
through  uie  ballot  box.  We  alread;  hear  the 
rumbluig  of  the  distant  thunder.  The  storm 
was  approaching,  which  would  sweep  away 
those  who  had  betrayed  a  confiding  people,  and 
with  them  the  doings  of  this  long-to-lie-remem- 
bered  session. 

Begarded  in  an  j  other  light  than  that  of  dis- 
respect to  those  whose  proraedinga  he  had  pre- 
sented, he  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the 
oondnot  of  the  Senator  in  refusing  to  print 
them.  It  afforded  another  proof  of  the  peokleaa 
violence  that  marks  the  condnot  of  that  Sena- 
tor. His  hobby,  which  he  has  spurred  and 
lashed  so  unmereifbllT,  is  panting  nnder  him, 
and  this  last  blow  will  bring  rider  and  hobby 
to  the  gronnd. 

He  wonld  now  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
proceedings  on  the  table, 

Mr.  OLA.T  made  some  remarks  from  his  chdr 
not  distinctly  heard. 

The  proceedings  were  Md  on  tLe  table, 

8iA-Trtatury  Bqf«al. 

Mr,  Out,  of  Eentncky.  I  now  more  to 
take  np  the  report  of  the  Unanoe  Committee 
on  the  Rouse  amendmenta  to  the  bill  repealing 
the  Sab-TreasnTy. 

Hr,  Kivo  objeot«d  that  it  was  not  the  next 
thing  in  order.  The  other  orders  of  the  day 
had  precedence. 

The  Ob&ib  said  this  bill  had  precedence  on 
the  calendar  in  the  regnlar  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  OiLBOTJH.  Where  is  the  rerenne  bill, 
and  the  other  bills  sent  here  from  the  Honset 

Hr.  Oi.AT,  of  Eentnoky.  I  moved  to  take 
np  this  bill ;  on  that  I  hope  the  qnestion  will 
betaken. 

Mr.  Wbiic  asked  leave  to  read  from  Jeffer- 
eon's  mannal  one  of  the  roles  bearing  npon  the 
qnestion  at  IsBOe. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  moved  to 
take  np  the  repeal  bill,  and  that  qneaUon  I  now 
require  to  be  pot. 

Ur.  Lnnr  wished  to  know  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  (Mr.  Whits)  whether  he  referred 
to  one  of  the  parliamentwy  rules,  or  a  rale  of 
the  other  Eoode — the  BritisU  rnles,  or  the 
American  roles  f  He  thought  the  mntlemen 
on  that  side  had  repudiated  all  parl^mentary 

Mr.  White.    AHow  me  to  read  the  rule. 

Hr.  Olat,  of  Kentaoky,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order,  sir.  There  ia  no  necessity  for  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  to  read  any  rale.  I  have 
made  a  motion,  and  let  It  be  decided. 

Kr.  Wsm.    I  too,  sir,  make  a  point  of 


Ur.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  made  a  fev  rentib 

Mr.  Wbtfb  withdrew  his  point  of  order. 

Hr.  Ol&t,  of  Alabama,  uen  enji^oed  (be 
point  of  order  which  he  had  nude.  It  «a, 
that  all  the  btuineee  on  (iie  table  ooi^  vith- 
in  theorden  of  the  di^  should  be  lakeo  on  ud 
postponed  befbre  tbia  bill  could  be  act«c  n. 
He  contended  tiiat  it  was  not  entitled  to  prtet- 
deuce. 

The  Ohair  took  a  different  vleir,  and  ex- 
plained. 

Hr.  Out,  of  Eentncky.    Hy  motion  ia  to 


The  bill  was  then  taken  np,  the  qoestioD  be- 
ing -on  concurring  in  the  amendmeutg  of  tht 
House  of  Bepresentativea. 

Ur.  Clat  said  the  Oommittee  on  Finuee  l^ 
commended  the  adoption  of  the  ameadniaiti 
They  were  but  two ;  one  to  repeal  vbit  va 
fejuiliarlj  called  the  pet-bank  ^stem,  vithtSt 
exception  of  one  of  its  provisions ;  tbe  tfiba 
was  to  repeal  the  law  which  prohihittd  lb 
Government  from  paying  notes  of  less  dencni- 
nation  than  twenty  dollars.  The  Bini:  tnl 
provided  for  an  tssne  of  notes  of  fire  daOv^ 
this  act  was  therefore  nselees.  He  h^Kd  bott 
amendments  wonid  be  conenrred  in. 

Mr.  Calhotth  said  thia  bill  to  repeal  the  SiV 
Treaanry  was  eitlier  nselesa  or  wrow  "^ 
bill  now  before  tiie  President  supersetKd  lUi 
bill,  and  provided  for  the  keeping  of  lbs  tm^ 
ury  in  another  manner.  The  providoiu  cf  At 
8ub-Treaanry  act  would,  therefore,  be  iO(w- 
seded,  if  the  Bank  bill  became  a  law.  If  tk 
President  did  not  sign  the  Bank  bill,  it  va 
wrong  to  para  thia,  Sf  it  left  no  secority  b;  lif 
for  the  Treasury.  He  would  go  furtW,  ffid 
say  it  waa  indelicate.  It  mnst  bear  on  tb*  d^ 
cision  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  on  the  Buk  tnIL 
They  interfered,  then,  with  his  right  of  delib* 
ation.  ITot  content  with  M^ng  the  Eoisi, 
and  attempting  to  gag  tlie  B^ate,  here  wa  n 
attempt  to  coerce  the  Execntive.  tbtj  pi*- 
sented  the  alternative  before  him,  that  if  be  £1 
not  sign  the  Bank  bill,  the  Treasury  wooid  be 
left  without  legal  protection. 

This  was,  in  uiort,  the  qneation,  and  h 
moved  to  postpone  the  sabject  to  BatnriQ 
next  He  had  seen  ft  noticed  in  the  F>{«n 
that  the  Chief  Magistrate  intended  to  riot  tb< 
ship  Delaware  on  Saturday,  and  he  (Ur.  Cu- 
Hous)  took  It  for  granted  that  he  would  dijw* 
of  the  Bank  hill  before  he  made  the  trip.  Ibef 
owed  It  to  themselves,  to  the  Chief  UasMnU. 
and  to  all  conoerned,  that  thU  matter  be  p^ 
poned.    On  this  motion  he  called  the  jcm  ■" 


uiiQHeii  jDbo  a  tnouDBi  %t\  uvcvjLcj,  u«  ^-~-- 
Olat)  would  plead  to  his  Jurisdiction,  and  dee? 
that  he  was  competent  to  judge  of  whit  ■» 
decency  on  his  (Mr.  Olat'b)  part  or  M  tbe 

«art;  of  Senators  on  that  ride  of  tie  diiiDber, 
rhat  bad  been  hia  ot;]ect  in  moTing  to  take  up 
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iMs  bill  t  E«  had  bad  no  deeign  of  conneotiiig 
tie  two  matton.  He  sboola  thiok  that  it 
«oid(I  b«  agreeable  to  the  PresideDt  to  have 
Mix  labjecta  before  him  at  ODoe.  Oongresa 
rere  to  go  on,  and  para  bill  after  bill,  and  if  a 
nmnber  came  before  the  President  at  once,  it 
Tonlil  enable  blm  to  act  more  nnderatandingly 
00  them.  The  gestlenum  bad  said  that  tn  a 
certain  ooutiDgenoy,  this  law  was  wroog.  Be 
(i[r.  Clat)  believed,  whatever  might  happen, 
that  their  respect  to  the  wishes  of  the  people 
ronld  indnce  them  to  repeal  the  Bab-Treasniy, 
at  aaj  rate.  As  to  its  being  enperseded  by  the 
Buk,  it  was  tme  that  some  of  the  provisions 
of  tbe  two  acta  interfered,  and  some  did  not ; 
vhao  tbia  was  the  ease,  the  Bank  bill  would 
Ripersede  tbe  otbor.  They  ebonld  act  on  mat- 
ters that  came  before  them,  ukd  with  all  due 
respect  send  them  to  the  Ezecntive,  withont 
nferenca  to  the  tact  of  othen  being  before 
him. 

Ur.  BucTOtr  roM  to  offer  an  addttiona]  reo- 
laa  for  postponing  this  bill  nntil  Satnrdaj — it 
was,  that  the  amendment  from  tbe  Eonse  of 
Representatives  not  only  provided  for  repealing 
the  deposit  act  of  1836,  and  thereby  placmg  the 
■word  and  the  pnrse  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent— a  conjunctioa  to  which  he  has  heretofore 
shown  great  antipathy— but  also  repeals  the 
twenty-dollar  limit  on  Government  payments 
in  bank  notes.  The  additional  reason  which  I 
offer  for  this  postponement  is  this :  The  amend- 
DMnt  repeals  the  prohibition  on  tlie  nse  of  small 
notes — notes  under  twenty  dollars — which  was ' 
imposed  on  Government  payments  some  yeara 
tgo,  and  which  baa  operatea  so  benefloituJy  in 
keepbg  this  trash  out  of  tbe  pnblic  Treasory. 
Tbe  reason  for  the  repeal  given  by  the  Senator 


as  five  dollara.  Now  the  ready  answer  to  this 
reason  is,  that  that  Bonk  bill  is  not  yet  a  law  I 
and  may  not  be  I  and,  therefore,  the  amend- 
ment turns  upon  a  reason  which  does  not  ex- 
ist 1  which  may  not  exist!  and  which  many 
believe  will  not  exist.  This  is  an  additional 
reason  for  a  few  days'  delay — for  not  embar- 
nanng  the  President  with  the  alteniative  of 
lesvinK  the  pnblio  moneys  without  tbe  guar- 
diuiship  of  law.  With  respect  to  the  Independ- 
eat  Tnasary  system,  it  is  now  working  well 
ITo  one  can  show  an  objection  to  it.  It  is  do- 
io^  all  that  its  Mends  claimed  for  it ;  and  it  in 
doing  the  good  work,  besides  proving  every 
day  that  there  b  no  neces^ty  for  a  Kationu 
Buk,  and  that  the  constitnUonel  pretext  for  it 
iadead. 

Ur.  pKasTON  s^  the  Senate  hod  acted  on 
tbia  Eobject  about  two  months  since.  They 
bad  made  It  the  finit  aot  to  comply  with  tbe  ex- 
pressed opioioDs  of  tbe  people,  and  bad  repeal- 
ed the  Bao-Treasury.  Then,  as  now,  its  friends 
cried  ''  give  na  a  few  days  longer  before  this  is 
repealed ; "  and  now  they  entreated  tbem  to 
Eparo  tbia  cherished  olyect  a  little  longer.  IHd 
ujbody  doabt  the  general  sentiments  on  this 
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.  when  they  considered  the  nnqnalified 
condemnation  from  the  people,  when  they  con- 
sidered the  action  of  tbe  otiier  House,  and  this 
Honse,  on  this  subject  I  Did  any  nian  doubt 
the  opinions  of  the  President,  and  with  what 
deep  and  heartfelt  satisfaction  he  woald  sisn 
the  death-warrant  of  this  odions  aot  I  Kow,  its 
f^eal  was  objected  to  as  "indelicate"  to  the 
Whig  President,  and  that  by  those  who  did  all 
they  could  in  preventing  this  indelicacy,  by  the 
defeat  of  his  election.  They  now  come  forward 
to  protect  him  from  the  injariea  his  friends 
would  Inflict  npon  him.  It  reminded  him  of 
the  ancient  maxim — "  Timeo  Danao$  »t  dona 
feTfntM."  He  was  a  friend  of  tbe  President, 
and  inclined  to  respect  all  his  feelings,  political 
or  otherwise.  He  would  vote  for  sending  tliia 
hill  to  him  now,  believing  that  in  the  act  they 
performed  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  ooontry, 
and  for  which  the  President  would  thank  tbem. 
He  had  bad  no  communication  witb  tbe  Fred- 
dent,  bnt  believed  he  would  siga  this,  what- 
ever was  done  with  tbe  bank  bill.  If  no  other 
measure  were  adopted,  he  woold  sanction  this 
measure.  Why  pause  I  Where  was  the  in- 
delicacy or  embarrassment  to  tbe  President  I 
This,ifBigned,beoameatawto-morrow.  Would 
the  people  object  to  it  if  the  Bank  were  not  es- 
tablisbed?  The  issue  waS' made  between  tiis 
Sub-Treasury  and  any  other  system  of  revenne. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  prefer  any  other  plan  to 
this:  it  had  been  decidedly  condemned  and 
should  now  be  repealed, 

Ur.  Beittoii  said  the  ancient  maxim  quoted 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Psn- 
tok)  did  not  apply.  It  was  for  the  President 
to  object  to  our  lud,  and  not  for  those  to  object 
who  are  pressing  npon  htm.  He  and  tbey  may 
view  our  aid  in  a  very  different  light.  The 
Senator  has  carried  me  back  to  the  TrctJou 
horse  for  a  maxim.  He  cannot  object  to  me  If 
I  carry  him  bock  to  a  more  remote  time  for  on 
example — one  more  appropriate,  and  equally 
classic.  I  allude  to  tbe  famous  feast  of  the  Ia- 
pitbffl  and  Centaurs — that  feast  which  b^an 
in  a  wedding,  and  ended  In  a  flgbt,  and  to 
which  Ovid  has  given  immortality.  There  la  a 
certain  other  feast  (which  we  all  know  of) 
which  may  end  in  the  some  manner,  and  in 
wbiob  ud  to  one  of  the  parlies  may  be  vei7 
welcome  before  the  entortoinment  is  over.* 

Mr.  PmsTON,  Not  so ;  no  flgbt  among  tli*- 
Wbigs.  Tbelr  feast  began  in  a  wedding;  and, 
like  other  weddings,  it  will  end  in  a  multiplioo* 
tion  of  the  species. 

Mr.  Bkntok.    In  bloody  noses  rather. 

Mr.  Pbbstoit.    No  ;  increased  progeny, 

Mr.  Bbntoit.  Then  we  shall  have  a  great 
brood  of  young  Oentaurs. 

Mr.  Eivjfs  said  be  was  not  In  his  place  witen 
the  debat«  commenced,  and  bad  not  heard  th& 


)  saw  no  reasonable  consideration  fbr  post- 
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pooing  an;  fusion  on  tbia  euli}eat.  Without 
any  oommanioatiou  with  the  President  of  the 
tJoited  States,  he  (Ur.  R.)  believed  he  vonld 
IiaTe  no  objeation  to  having  both  measures  be- 
fere  him ;  under  any  cironmstancea,  be  wonid 
do  bia  dnty  to  the  people  of  the  Dnited  States. 
Be  did  not  see  that  it  was  a  necessary  oonse- 
qoence,  if  tbey  acted  on  this  snbject,  that  the 
F^eindent  of  the  United  States  would  be,  m  de- 
Ilbfflating  on  another  measore,  withont  astj  al- 
ternative bnt  its  adoplioD.  Qentlemen  seemed 
to  think  that  the  amendments  of  ihe  other 
House  woold  be  adopted  as  a  matter  of  conrse. 
'Was  that  sot  Qentlemen  would  reoollect, 
when  the  bill  was  passed,  a  provision  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  was  acted  on  07  the  Senate  and 
nijeated.  The;  wonld  not  accept  of  tlie  Snb- 
TreaimiT'  which  their  opponents  had  held  oot 
in  their  hands  as  a  planlc  to  save  the  party  now 
in  power  from  the  ebipwreck  which  they  anti- 
cipated for  them ;  he  believed  neither  the  Pres- 
ident nor  those  who  acted  with  him,  would  ac- 
cept of  BO  slippery  a  pknk  as  this.  He  (Mr.  R.) 
dioiild  vote  sa  he  had  done  before,  and  if  the 
nu^ority  of  the  Senate  voted  as  they  had  done, 
they  woold  simply  repeal  the  Bnb-Treasory, 
irhioh  had  been  coDdemned  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  people  of  this  oonntry.  If 
this  were  so,  the  IVeadent  was  not  left  with 
the  single  sltemative  of  approving  the  bill  now 
in  his  hands.  Whatever  he  woold  do,  no  per- 
son was  less  informed  of  than  be  (Ur.  B.)  was; 
he  would  state  frankly  that  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge, directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  coarse  of  the 
Frarident ;  bnt  from  his  knowledge  of  the  man 
lie  wonld  say,  that  in  whatever  slate  of  thinn 
this  matter  was  presented  to  him,  he  would  ao 
bis  dnty  to  his  conntry.  He  tbonght,  there- 
fbre,  the  course  was  plain — that  was,  to  act  on 
tUs  measnre.  They  acted  on  it  io  obedience  to 
the  wilt  of  the  people,  immediately  after  they 
net  it  had  been  Itept  tiill  this  time  in  the  House, 
Bod  now  they  ehonld,  in  the  same  spirit  of  ex- 
pedition, Mt  on  the  amendments. 

Hr.  Oalboun  said  ha  had  moved  the  post- 
pon^nent,  that  the  Prendent  might  not  be  em- 
barrassed. He  took  it  fbr  granted  that  the 
President  wonld  not  wish  to  have  the  TrMsnry 
of  the  United  States  in  his  own  bands.  There 
oonld  be  no  harm  In  this  short  delay ;  and  they 
wonld  be  better  prepared  to  act  on  this,  after 
the  disposition  of  the  Bank  bill.  The  Senator 
bad  said  the  amendments  might  be  rejected. 
If  this  was  probable,  he  wonld  withdraw  his 
motion ;  bnt  he  expected  a  different  reenlt. 

Ur.  Hrvxs  said  while  gentiemen  claimed  to 
act  in  a  spirit  of  peonliar  Idndneaa  towards  the 
Frosident  of  the  Dnited  States,  he  was  induced 
to  think  that  they  were  acting  for  another  ob- 
ject, for  the  preservation  of  their  scheme.  In 
a  contingency,  which  no  man  knew  aboot,  but 
if  the  contingency  sbonld  arise,  that  the  Presi- 
dent sbonld  feel  it  a  dnty  to  the  conntry  and 
the  oonatitation,  to  retnm  the  bill  which  is  now 
in  his  hand^  with  his  obiections,  they  would 
be  ready  with  their  Snb-'n«asary  to  stand  on 


that,  and  keep  it  still  the  law  of  the  Itnd,  not- 
withstanding  the  o verwlislming  nu^  or!^  igvut 
it. 

Tbeqaeetion  then  recurred  on  thafintimcnd. 
ment  of  the  Honse,  which  repe^li  lli«  ul  af 
ISSS,  "  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  pablk 
money,"  except  the  18th  and  14th  Mctioos. 

Ur.  Ubbbick  had  voted  against  a  smOit 
amendment  when  the  bill  was  paaed.  H«£d 
it,  however,  under  dlfibrent  dreamBtiiuti; 
there  was  then  no  law,  as  had  sinoe  been,  a 
far  as  their  action  went,  provided  istBabid- 
tute  for  the  Bab-Treasory,  and  be  wu  pnunl 
now  to  change  his  vote,  and  comply  wiia  Qa 
existing  circumstances. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  immJ- 
ment,  which  was  adopted — yeas  Sfi,  atjt  it. 

The  qnestion  was  then  on  the  seraud  iin^ 
ment,  which  repeals  so  mncli  of  the  set  of  llfli 
April  I8S6,  making  appropriations  for  tlu  [«;- 
ment  of  Revolutionary  and  other  pe]in<Hias,» 
provides  that,  afler  the  3d  March  183T, »  vtt 
of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars  tbiilh 
offered  in  payment  by  the  United  Btitesct  lb 
Post  Office  Department 

This  was  adopted,  without  debate,  hj  b 
following  vote :— yeas  S6,  nays  33. 

The  title  of  the  bill  having  been  sltcrtd  so  b 
to  be  for  the  repeal  of  the  Sub-Treamrjln, 
and  for  other  purposes,  the  amendmenti  v<n 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

□OnBB  OV  RSPBE8EBTATIVI8. 

Wkdnudat,  August  11. 

Sanhnqft  La». 

On    motion  of  Mr.  Baxkibd,  the  How 

resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole « 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr,  TiLUBflHisr," 
Bhode  Island,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  IwU  fron  1* 
Senate  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  Uu- 
mptcy  tbrooghont  the  United  States. 

The  pending  question  bebg  Uismotifflimi- 
milted  by  Mr.  Gosdoh,  of  New  Tork,  to  rtnb 
oDt  the  enacting  danse  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  FaaszNDKH  (who  was  entitled^  to  u* 
floor)  addressed  the  committee,  dnrioi  «* 
hour,  urgentiy  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  U* 
bill. 

He  insisted  on  the  power  and  the  oblip™ 
of  Oongresa  to  maintain  such  a  law  in  "f*"^ 
at  all  tmaea,  and  on  the  espedal  obligation  1* 
ing  on  CoDgresa  to  exorcise  its  po'^f  »*"J 
present  time  for  particular  reasons— bbWi''*' 
It  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  General  w- 


been  laboring  under  Ihe^ 
barrassments  and  difficulties  which  p«rr*»' 
every  section  of  it.  1 

He  expressed  himself  opposed  tosD  «"«•■ 
ments  that  mi^t  be  offered  to  ti»  bill,  awl* 
peoially  so  to  an  amendmoit  which  bad  nw 
indicated,  including  banking  c<»T>oratw|«-  "! 
was  understood  to  declare  himseJf  in  fif«of 
sucha  priodple  at  the  proper  tinw  ana  m  "• 
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proper  place,  bnt  to  oontend  that  tihe  two  b^b- 
tcma  ought  not  to  be  WKnbined ;  that  there 
iniut  be  ■  Kpante  ijatem  for  indiriduila,  and 
■  separtt*  ^^m  for  oorporatioiu,  in  order  ' 
mible  them  to  work  well  and  in  hannonj.  ] 
believed  that  mob  an  amendment,  If  now  intro- 


We  knew,  from  what  had  alread; 
pliM  at  the  other  end  of  the  Ou^tiA,  that  ft 
eotdd  not  snooeed ;  and  he  ilKnild  Boapeot  the 
taotiye  of  ita  introdnoUon  here  to  be  a  derire 
or  deiign  to  defeat  the  bin  itMl£  ThiabUlbad 
been  well  oonaidered  and  well  digested ;  it  had 
been  long  nnder  theooDaideratioQ  of  the  ablest 
minds  of  the  oonntrj.  We  most  (as  had  been 
remarked)  aet  the  ship  afloat ;  we  most  laaoch 
it  in  Uie  first  place ;  it  was  idle  to  suppose  that 
a  tneasnre  so  comprehensiTe,  and  ooiering  so 
much  gronnd  as  this,  oonld  be  made  perfcct  at 
snoe.  Nothing  bat  experience,  nothing  bat  a 
knowledge  of  ite  practical  operadon,  ooold  ena- 
ble TIB  to  make  it  saoh  as  would  meet  ever;^ 
case ;  to  free  it  from  evetj  difflcoltr,  and  to 
pnt  it  in  soeh  a  sh^te  as  to  meet  every  Direc- 
tion that  tni^t  be  raised  against  it  It  wonid 
be  better  to  cany  the  bill  throng  as  it  came 
from  the  Senate,  becaose  he  beueved  that,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  if  an  attempt  was 
made  to  amend  it,  when  there  were  so  man; 
eiciting  qneetions  before  them,  Oongresi  wonld 
rise  without  doing  any  thmg  on  this  salfjeet  to 
answer  the  ezpe^ationa  of  the  people  of  the 
Uoited  StatM. 

This  was  emphatically  a  meatnre  of  rtii^; 
it  was  for  the  pnrpoaea  of  relief  that  this  Con- 
gress had  been  convened.  They  had  called  them- 
kItcb  the  relief  Oongress.  He  tmsted  that  no 
gentleman  on  either  side  would  deny  that  the 
people  of  this  country  had  long  been  in  a  state 


it  not  mui^st  that  no  meaaore  ctf  the  present 
•Hsiim  protntaed  anoh  direct  and  immediate  re- 
lief as  tbia  t  Hie  other  measorea  of  the  ses- 
lioQ— the  Bank  bill  (which  some  gentlemen 
believed  to  be  the  sovertign  nanaoea  fbr  oar 
iUd) — woold  take  lime  before  uiey  could  afford 
relief;  but  this  bill  wonld  go  into  immediate 


Mr.  F.  after  glancing  briefly  at  the  history 
of  this  sul^eet  In  the  united  fitatea,  proceeded 
to  srgue  at  Iragth  the  power  of  Cwgress  over 
it,  contending  that  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
Tjuited  Btates  had  conferred  upon  them  the 
broadest,  tlie  most  Utteral,  and  the  roost  com- 
prehensiTe power  in  reladon  to  It.  Ftum  tills 
point  Ur.  F.  pasaed  on  to  some  seneral  re- 
msrk.^  on  the  provisioni  of  the  bill ;  and  con- 
eloded  by  nrgliig  ita  passage  on  the  ground  of 
Um  benefita  which  it  would  confer  on  the  credi- 
tors aa  well  as  on  the  debtors;  aa  a  measure 
called  for  alike  by  the  feelings  of  humanity  and 
b;  the  great  interests  of  the  onmmunity. 

Hr  Lcra,  of  New  York,  s^d  he  did  not  rise 
to  address  the  committee  at  large,  or  apon  the 
■Bsits  of  the  UlL    He  left  tlia  diiousrion  of 


the  principles  involved  in  the  messure  to  others. 
He  liad,  for  himself^  and  not  without  some  do- 
lilMration  and  the  solution  of  many  doubts, 
condnded  to  give  the  measure  his  cordial  sup- 
port. He  had  looked  at  the  question  in  ita  re- 
lations to  the  genics  of  the  Government,  the 
character  of  the  people,  and  the  eugencies  of 
the  times.  He  deqred,  at  this  time,  to  call  th6 
attention  of  the  committee  to  some  of  the  de- 
t^  of  the  bill,  intending,  at  the  proper  time, 
to  offer  some  amendments  oorresponding  witit 
the  views  he  entert^ed.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  launch  the  ship,  if  be  might  be  permitted 
to  use  the  figure  of  his  coUesaue,  (Mr.  Bashabd,) 
until  he  was  quite  sore  stTe  was  aesworthy, 
and  would  not  sink  on  her  first  voyage.  Nor 
ooold  he  adopt  the  principle  in  legislation  a»- 
Bumed  by  the  gentleman  who  had  just  preceded 
him,  (Ur  FRsemout,}  by  which  he  was  to  fol- 
low in  the  wake  of  some  great  mind,  no  matter 
where  it  conducted  us.  He  could  not  consent 
thus  to  stultify  himself^  or  to  shut  his  eyes  to 
defects  in  the  details  of  the  bilL  There  were 
defects  in  the  bill,  affecting  the  interests  of 
both  debtor  and  creditor,  and  some  of  which, 
he  feared,  woold  render  the  measnre  quite  ob- 
noxious to  the  very  class  of  persons  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  proposed.  Although  he  would 
not  say  that  a  fulure  to  amend  would'  cause 
him  to  vote  against  the  bill,  be  desired,  aa  a 
sincere  friend  w  the  meaaore,  to  perfect  it,  and 
would,  therefore,  call  the  attenUon  of  the  com- 
mittee to  such  defeota  as  seemed  to  him  worthy 
of  attention. 

Ur.  PzsDLBTOv  rose  in  reply.  He  dedined 
going  at  large  into  a  diacusMon  of  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  because  all  he  bad  Intended  to  say 
bad  already  been  better  said  by  others.  The 
bill  was  not  perfect ;  nor  was  it  reasonable  to 
expect  that,  in  framing  an  untried  measnre  of 
so  ^reat  difficulty  aa  tbia,  perfection  should  ne 
attained.  The  gentleman  had  compared  it  to  a 
ship  abont  to  be  launched.  Mr.  P.  s^  it  was 
no  snffltuent  ol^eotion  to  committing  her  to  the 
bosom  of  the  deep,  that  every  spar  might  not 
have  tlw  requisite  degree  of  taper,  or  that 
every  rope  might  not  run  with  perfect  freedom 
through  the  block :  if  it  waa  certiun  that  the 
vessel  would  fioat ;  that  she  had  the  requinte 
amount  of  ballast;  that  her  eaivo  would  be 
safe,  and  the  lives  of  hw  crew,  let  her  be  pven 
to  her  destined  element,  and  sent  upon  her  vt^- 
Bge,  These  minor  mattcrB  might  be  reotified 
after  she  bad  made  a  trip  and  tried  her  bearings, 
and  been  found  seawratby.  If  gentlemen  were 
to  w^t  tiiU  an  imtried  measure  was  rendered 
perf^  in  their  Ima^atioa  befbre  it  waa  sub- 
jected to  any  experiment,  an  original  law  never 
could  he  enacted.  Every  gentleman  must,  to  a 
certain  extent,  defer  to  the  opiniona  of  other 

Ctlemen  around  him,  else  there  would  be  no 
_  sladon.    Why  enter  into  debate  if  opinions 
were  not  to  be  compared  I  and  why  compare 
opinions  if  each  man  waa  determined  obstinate- 
ly to  adhere  to  his  own  I 
Ur.  Tbcxbuu  said  there  were  KHne  ot|]eotlon- 
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able  prorinoiu  b  the  bUL  to  vMch  he  shoald 
have  called  the  notice  of  the  committee,  if  tbie 
had  not  already  been  done  by  other  gentlemen. 
He  thongbt  it  onght  to  contun  noh  a  proTiaion 
aa  waa  contained  in  the  aot  of  1800,  giving  the 
oreditora  of  a  lianlu^pt  a  Ttnoe  in  the  ^ipoint- 
ment  of  bia  anignee. 

One  amendment  had  been  proposed  bj  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Hr.  RooamLT,) 
vbioh  be  shonld  more  ;particularl7'  notice.  It 
Tag  that  which  went  to  inelnde  in  the  scope  of 
the  bill  State  oorporationi,  and  especiallf  banka. 

To  this  he  objected,  fint,  becanae  it  waa  now 
too  late  to  QTse  ik  the  States  had  been  for  half 
a  centmr  in  Uie  habit  of  chartering  these 
porations.  If  it  were  now  an  original  question 
whether  we  shoald  have  their  paper  as  a  car 
renoj,  there  might  be  more  room  for  donbt , 
bnt  it  was  too  late  b  the  day.  The  States  snre^ 
ly  were  most  competent  to  Jndge  whether 
banks  were  or  were  not  it^arioos  to  tbeir  re- 
apective  oommnnities;  and  if  the  8tat«B  could 
create  banks,  they  had  also  the  power  to  snper- 
ylse  and  preserro  them.  Bnt  if  Oongraaa, 
throng  the  interrentitm  of  a  bafakrnpt  law, 
had  it  in  Its  power  to  pnt  an  end  to  banking  oor- 
porationa  Jnat  aa  faat  aa  the  State  conld  create 
them,  the  power  to  Incorporate  waa  nngatorj. 
The  power  to  dedare  banlts  bankiupt  had  never 
beem  claimed  bj  the  Oeneral  Ooveroinent  until 
rinoe  the  recent  soapenrion  of  qwcie  pajmenta. 
To  do  so  bj  the  iatervention  of  Congraae  wonld 
be  something  entirely  noret,  althoogb  the  States 
bad  claimed  and  exercised  the  power  fh)m  the 
very  date  of  the  oonstitation.  The  Indnlgenoe 
to  lianka,  as  to  continning  saap^nsions,  which 
bad  been  ao  mnch  ooraplained  of  and  denonno- 
ed,  was  not  so  much  an  lodolgence  to  the  tianks 
tbemselves  as  to  the  coumnnitiea  in  which  they 
were  aitaated.  The  banks  of  Mr,  T.'a  portion 
of  the  coantiy  had  been  able  to  resume  add  to 
oontinne  specie  payments  ;  hat  it  wsa  at  the 
solicitation  of  Qoverament  that  they  remiuned 
inastatflof  Boapenaion.  It  was  within  Hr.  T.'s 
personal  knowledge  that  they  had  aaid  to  a 
committee  of  theLegislatnre,  "If  yon  advise 
oa  to  reswne,  we  will  do  it  before  night"  The 
indoIgeDCe  was  not  to  the  banks ;  it  waa  to  the 
oommDnitjr  around  them.  Let  the  blame,  then. 
If  any,  fall  where  it  was  merited.  Many  talked 
of  the  banks  as  the  aathors  of  all  onr  diffionltiea 
and  embarrassmeats ;  bat  Mr.  T.  thoncht  it  waa 
an  w^oat  impntatioD.  Were  the  hanks  the  an- 
thors  of  trade  !  or  was  trade  the  author  of  the 
banks)  They  were  the  mere  instrainentg  of  the 
trade  of  a  basiness  conunnnity ;  to  the  spirit  of 
bade  they  owed  their  creation ;  and  whoever 
denounced  them,  virtDally  attacked  the  spirit  of 
trade  and  commerce  which  so  eminently  distin- 
guished onr  coontrymen.  The  banks  were  con- 
trolled by  the  citiiens;  their  eicesses  wew 
owing  not  to  the  will  and  choice  of  the  corpo- 
rations themselves,  bnt  to  the  state  of  the  coon- 
try,  its  wide  extant,  its  remote  position  in  rela- 
tion to  the  old  traDsatUntio  world;  the  vast 
amltitade  and  variety  of  olfjecta  of  speoalaUon 
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and  enterprise  with  which  it  erttTiliat 
aboonded.  It  waa  a  yonag  oonntay,  iid  b 
sncb,  &ithfU  to  all  the  stimnlantt  v^  i^ 
dreaaed  themaelvea  to  yoathfd  fe«lhip.  In 
free  inatitntiona,  both  dvil  and  religian,  nn 
its  glory.  It  aboHahed  aB  govemmenul  dib 
llshment  or  patronage  of  any  rdigiou  net; 
no  restriction  waa  impoeed  open  contdaicc 
bat  all  men  were  lef^  in  matters  of  Mb  nt 
of  religions  obsarvanc^  free  as  lbs  air  Uij 
breathed.  Look  at  onr  common  sduwl^  d* 
neat  sonrces  of  edocotion ;  look  at  tbe  bs 
UiBt  all,  or  nearly  all,  onr  populalioa  irere  Ot 
to  read  and  write,  and  to  eondiMt  lb«  a/Sam^ 
transactions  of  boalneaB ;  look  at  the  md» 
qaent  prevalence  of  knowledge;  the  itiii^ 
ment  of  ingeanitT  whtoh  filled  car  Isod  iU 
labor-aavlng  maohinetj ;  look  at  th4  ibato 
of  primogenltore  and  entaila ;  look  it  ^  »t 
wiui  which  proper^  might  be  acqaircd ;  ra 
ap  all  tJieae  things,  existioK  umaltta«iiid;ii 
one  vast,  free,  wide-spread  comoiiiEiitj,  PJ 
need  any  one  he  astonished  that  banks  ibol' 
rnn  into  extravagance  in  discoonti  sad  dml» 
tiott  I  To  remedy  these  eioesses,  did  ^aUt 
men  wish  to  prcwtrate  all  the  btaka  u  te 
conn  try  t 

None  but  natnrol  persons  had  ever  beexa- 
templated  in  the  provisiona  of  the  ooixtliiiiic 
empoweriiu  Oongreaa  to  paas  a  geatin!  t«st- 
mc^Iaw;  Moinee  at  the  lime  there  «Bts« 
other.  The  bankrupt  Uw  of  BDglaBd,»fir 
from  inclndioK  corporation^  waneAj  am  i 
ed  them  ;  and  this  waa  the  only  \n  in  to 
at  the  adontion  of  the  oonstitation.  (¥r.  t 
here  qootea  the  law.)  The  isdnding  banl  n- 
porations  in  the  pro^sions  (rf  a  general  t*l' 
mpt  law  was  a  measure  sow  for  the  £nt  '<■' 
proposed.  There  existed  at  that  tim  ii|^ 
oorporetioDs  in  onr  country,  such  as  m^m* 
Boademiee,  and  colleges.  Did  any  min  iaj* 
senses  believe  the  oonatitution  canlenipi''^ 
that  these  institntions  were  to  he  nqiimK  , 
make  discovery  of  tfaor  aiaeta  sad  «ffi*  *  I 
aseiffnment?  ' 

None  of  the  motivee  wMdh  m^ed  U  *  w 
for  bankrupt  individnala,  in  a  tradiiig  e<x^  . 
alty,  applied  to  the  case  of  ooiroratkoii.  w 
treat  motive  In  the  caae  of  deUon  *■*  *^ 
ing  of  humanity  and  oompaanon  toward  llwi 
Bnt  did  these  feelings  reopect  a  mve  ideil  pB- 
son,  the  ereatoie  of  law?  The  monirat  w 
Jaw  aeised  upon  it  the  corporation  Itself  bcow 
extinct.  It  was  no  longer  in  bong  lo  iw" 
any  benefit  from  the  law,  and  conld  Ml  M  ■ 
object  of  sympathy  as  unfortunaU  men »« 
From  a  corporation  thns  extinct  Ihwe  W*'  ^ 
ope  of  payment ;  the  ooipwatii*  •"  " 
10.  There  was  no  indaoesnent  for 
poration  to  make  an  assigument,  becswi 
not  anrvive  to  receive  any  benefit  'w  J*" 
gard  to  bankrupta,  one  great  bidne«>«»  "J 
making  a  general  law  waa  to  pfSTwt  mf*' 
from  evading  their  debU  by  reinoTtM  wj 
another  State ;  but  a  corporation  wnn^^ 
could  not  removeL    When  a  man  wMi™ 
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benefit  of  ench  an  wt,  it  waa  vith  the  bope 
Itiat,  being  relieved  from  embamaBmeot,  ne 
might  ag^Q  beoome  nsefol  aod  active  as  a  dti- 
UD ;  t>at  a  oorporation  was  deftmct,  and  never 
ooold  act  agun. 

Hr.  T,  believed  that  Congreaa  had  do  power 
to  tnclode  banki  in  the  law ;  bat  If  they  had, 
til  these  were  to  numy  oonnderatjons  to  Hhow 
it  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 

Ur.  T.  objected  to  that  portion  of  the  biU 
which  related  to  oompolsorj  bankmptcf ;  if  it 
vas  inteoded  for  the  oeneflt  of  oreditom  It  was 
much  more  restricted  in  Its  prorieioos  than  the 
prarioaa  act  of  1800.  If  that  was  the  trae  end 
u  view,  why  these  alterations!  Bnt  Ur.  T. 
was  convinoed  that  the  prot«ction  of  creditors 
was  not  the  ohief  objoot  of  this  bill ;  that  part 
of  the  bill  was  a  ship,  to  be  used  merelT'  for 
the  purpose  of  cariTing  the  other  portions 
wliien  related  to  volantur  bankraptoj.  But 
tor  the  latter,  he  rather  thought  this  bill  would 
have  but  few  advocates,  there  or  elsewhere. 

Kow,  as  to  tbe  term  "  volnntary  bankruptcy," 
vheu  he  first  read  the  words  he  did  not  redly 
know  what  they  meant  He  could  indeed  cod- 
eeive  of  a  raan'o  voluntarily  becoming  a  bank- 
rapt,  provided  hie  object  was  ft^ndnlent;  but, 
otherwise,  the  phrase  was  inoomprebensible  to 
htm.  What  would  some  of  the  venerable  sages 
of  1789  have  said  to  thia  term!  What  would 
Chief  Justice  Ellsworth  have  said  to  a  man 
who  talked  to  him  of  "  volnntary  bankruptcy  ?  " 
Who  ev«r  heard  of  such  language  before? 
Heretofore  the  idea  of  a  bankrupt  was  that  of  a 
ma  whose  property  was  taken  to  pay  his 
creditors.  If  a  man  had  borrowed  money,  and 
rai  seen  to  be  squandering  it,  the  man  who 
loaned  ittohimmight  reqnire  a  surrender  of  bis 
pn^rty  to  secure  payment ;  and,  on  condition 
of  such  surrender,  tne  debtor  might  be  dis- 
cltarged.  The  proposition  always  came  from 
the  Under ;  the  object  was  to  get  his  money 
back,  and  to  discharge  the  debtor.  But  gentle- 
men said  it  waa  a  discharge  of  the  debtor,  to  be 
sure,  bnt  not  of  the  contract.  Wol!,  if  Mr.  T. 
owed  a  gentleman  fliOOO,  and  had  given  his 
note  for  Uie  money,  tbe  gentleman  might  keep 
his  note  in  all  its  virtue,  provided  iii.  T,  got 
bis  diBcharge.  It  was  aud  that  the  creators 
ttood  in  the  nature  of  an  inanrer ;  that  he  be- 
lieced  the  debtor  was  able  to  pay,  and  that,  if 
b4  was  not,  he  mnat  surrender  hia  property. 
)[r.  T.  admitted  that  such  was  the  contract,  as 
under  this  taw ;  bnt  it  amounted  to  a  disoboige 
to  all  iatents  and  purposes  aa  aooa  aa  the  prop- 
erty was  surrendered.  Nor  did  Mr.  T.  olyect 
to  this.  If  this  law  was  expedient  at  all,  it 
Doght  so  to  provide.  But  he  insisted  that  it 
was  an  entirely  new  principle  for  a  banknipt 
lobe  allowed  to  discharge  himself.  Under 
thb  law,  the  discharging  oi  the  debtor  waa  the 

Saeipal  thing  aimed  at,  and  the  surrender  of 
property  was  merely  on  incident.  In 
tomer  bankrupt  laws,  the  object  was  the  sur- 
roDder  of  the  property,  and  the  discharge  of  the 
debtor  waa  the  incident. 
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The  power  of  the  creditor,  under  thia  bill, 
never  wonld,  to  prootioe,  be  exercised  at  all. 
All  the  cases  specified  as  conditions  for  its  ex- 
ercise were  casea  of  personal  frand  on  the  part 
of  the  debtor.  And  would  the  frandolent 
debtor,  who  could  chouse  hia  own  time,  and 
arrange  hia  own  plan  to  suit  himself,  msnase 
his  fraud  so  clumsily  aa  to  put  himself  within 
the  power  of  his  creditor  nnder  this  law  I 
Never.  Let  this  bill  pass,  and  one  of  the  moat 
profitable  things  a  man  conld  do  wonld  be  to 
break  in  business.  (In  fact  it  was  a  pretty  good 
branch  of  business  ss  things  stood  now.) 

The  bill  extended  to  all  classes  of  men.  It 
was  not  merely  a  provision  for  mercantile  men, 
but  for  doctors  ond  lawyers  and  all  sorts  of 
persona  who  lived  by  their  heads  or  by  their 
hands.  The  capital  of  snoh  persons  was  their 
head:  how  much  of  it  would  they  surrender 
to  their  creditors  t  And  how  much  would  the 
creditor  make  by  selling  it  at  auction  I  The 
debtor  would  have  precisely  the  same  oqiital 
after  his  surrender  aa  he  had  before. 

There  was  another  objection  to  the  bill.  The 
debtor  would  be  able  to  control  the  creditor. 
The  bill  reversed  tbe  wisdom  of  Solomon,  who 
hod  declared  that  "  the  borrower  is  slave  to  the 
lender :  "  bnt  by  this  bill  the  lender  wonld  be 
slave  to  the  borrower.  How  waa  he  to  set 
back  his  money  t  Was  be  to  sue  I  Yes.  But 
the  man  replies,  "  I  sm  insolvent,  and  I  demand 
my  discharge."  Ur.  T.  knew  what  the  answer 
wonld  be ;  and  it  was  a  very  proper  answer  aa 
far  aa  it  went.  He  should  be  told  that  we  are 
bound  to  presume  that  debtors  (Amerioan 
debtors)  are  all  honest.  Now,  Ur.  T.  was  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  they  were  aa  honest  as 
their  creditors.  He  did  not  feel  required  to 
admit  any  tiling  more,  Bnt  if  men  were  all 
honest,  where  was  the  need  of  this  law,  or  (or 
any  other  law  in  relation  to  property !  The 
law,  confessedly,  was  made  for  men  who  were 
not  honeet.  Law  was  mode  for  the  law- 
lesfi. 

Ur.  F1.T11S,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  a  few  brief  remarks,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  was  not  opposed  to  a  bankrupt  biU,  if 
properly  drown ;  but  he  objected  strongly  to 
the  passiwe  of  this  on  the  score  of  detdls.  Es- 
pecially, he  Directed  to  tbe  4th  section,  releaa- 
mg  a  principal  whiLit  It  held  the  endorser 
bound.  No  people  under  the  canopy  of  Heav- 
en could  stand  such  a  provision,  and  he  gave 
notice  that,  nnleas  it  were  stricken  out,  he 
would  vote  against  the  bill.  He  a]»o  indicated 
an  amendment  which,  be  said,  he  would  ofier 
to  this  section  at  the  proper  time. 

Ur,  P,  replied  to  the  argument  which  hod 
been  urged,  that  to  include  banking  corporationa 
in  the  bill  would  be  to  interfere  with  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  States,  He  admitted  that  there 
waa  vriiditv  in  the  objection,  yet  contended 
that  the  bill  gave  to  these  corporations  on  in* 
direct  blow  by  releasing  all  their  debtors.  For 
this  reason,  a  proviwon  in  relation  to  these 
corporations  ought  to  he  inserted  j  and  if  thli^ 
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also,  irai  not  done,  he  ihould  vote  sniiist  the 

wn. 

UIBENATK. 

l^mroAT,  Aagast  12. 
Oregon  (^mvention  yoties. 

The  reBolation  Bnbmittod  bj  Ur.  Lirtt  in  re- 
latJon  to  the  poBseaaion  of  Oregon  Tenitorj, 
was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Loth  made  a  few  remarks,  showing  the 
vast  importance  to  this  oonntry  of  some  step 
b«ing  taken  in  relation  to  tbia  Bnt^ect  It  hea 
beeneoggeBted  that  the  resolution  might  appear 
Indelicate  towarda  tbe  President.  If  so, 
Rentlemen  thought  It  better  to  refer  it  to 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  be  would 
agree  to  do  so,  and  he  left  that  matter  in 
hands  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Bkkton  and  SaviKs  made  a  few  ob- 
servations in  &vor  of  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  Fbeston  thonght  tne  resolution  would 
require  more  consideration,  as  it  inyolved  mat- 
ter of  naUonal  import,  when 

Mr.  LiKK  Bgreea  to  pass  it  over  infonnallr 
fiir  the  present. 

LoTtd  Biitribution  Sill. 

The  land  bill  was  then  taken  np,  the  question 
pending  being  tbe  amendment  offered  bj  Mr. 
iJNH  Ut  wpropriate  the  prooeeda  of  tbe  ianda 
to  tbe  pnbuc  defence. 

Ur.  Leto  continued  bis  remarks  in  snpport 
of  tbe  proposition  made  by  him  te  change  the 
destination  of  tbe  public  lands  from  a  diatribn- 
tion  among  the  States,  (or  rather  among  the 
stoo^obbers  who  bold  the  Stete  bonds,  who 
expect  to  get  from  the  Btete  taxes  all  that  the 
distribution  enables  their  treaauries  to  ^spose 
of,)  to  the  defence  of  the  States.  He  took  a 
rapid  glance  at  the  posture  in  which  this  Oo7- 
emment  stood  in  relation  to  the  great  dntj  for 
which  it  waa  formed — the  common  defmee. 
The  acoumulsted  causes  of  quarrel,  which 
Great  Britwn  has  been  heaping  op  ttaai  j-ear 
to  year,  left  little  doubt  on  Ur.  Link's  mind 
that  tbej  never  would  be  setUed  without  con- 
flict. The  tenacity  with  which  she  has  kept 
possession  of  the  invaded  portion  of  Maine  now 
supported  with  troops,  marks  the  design  of 
England  to  make  conquest  of  it.  The  conflagrs' 
tion  of  the  Caroline,  and  the  mnrder  of  some 
on  board,  and  the  arrogant  demand  of  impunity 
for  the  peipetratotB  of  tbe  crime,  was  aUeded 
to  by  Mr.  L.  aa  another  of  the  indications  of 
that  t«mper  which  threatened  difficulties.    The 

Birmanent  encroachments  in  progress  by  the 
ritiah  on  tbe  Oregon  Territory,  whidi  tbe 
United  States  ooold  never  acqnieMe  in,  was 
another  dangerous  symptom.  The  tampering 
with  Abolitionists  in  this  country  bv  societies 
In  £ngland,  under  the  connteuance  of  the  heads 
of  the  Qovemmen^  and  tbe  renewal  of  the  al- 
ways resisted  right  of  search,  under  tbe  pretext 
of  detecting  slavereon  the  ooost  of  Africa,  were 
■U  adverted  to  as  signs,  that  we  could  not  rely 


upon  the  pooifio  dispoaitjon  oftbeJeileBsiiTd, 
whose  trade  ta  war,  nnlesa  we  wwe  pi^iimt 
to  enoonnter  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  ptennt  it 
from  gluing  greater  advantages  from  iggns- 
rion  wan  by  peace. 

Mr.  L.  then  tonched  upon  the  eipoMd  cod- 
dition  of  the  oonntry — recurred  to  the  ttSt^ 
of  those  now  in  power,  to  devote  the  murlia 
to  the  common  defence,  preferring  to  dirtn'nti 
it  amon^  the  States  which  it  had  <«ly  tempttj 
intolansh  expenditure.  The  proceediof^^ 
lands  it  was  now  proposed  shonld  bS  into  Qw 
same  hands  that  made  way  with  the  mqiiiiii^ 
without  benefit  to  any  bnt  tbe  specaluiif 
classes.  He  contrasted  tbe  purposes  for  «UA 
distributions  were  mode,  with  Uie  patriolie  d^ 
sign  oontemplsted  by  the  amendment,  wbidi 
would  give  them  to  put  the  nation  in  a  modi- 
tion  to  defy  ite  enemies — to  maintain  its  bamr 
and  Inter^  with  peace — or  if  war  were  wai- 
voidable,  preserve  the  lives  of  thonsandi  vbo 
woold  be  sacrificed  if  tlte  nation  were  found 
unprepared  for  it.  Mr.  Linr  adverted  to  the 
grovelUng,  mercenary,  selfish  political  sdwoM 
to  which  the  means  of  pnbHo  defence  had  ben 
soorifloed — the  corrupt  electioneering  of  wbid 
we  had  snch  an  example  in  the  last  tmtfaa. 
which  he  did  not  heeiteto  to  pronounce  to  m 
"in/amoiu."  From  snch  detestable  scramlilH 
he  wonld  preserve  the  sacred  Aind,  vbidi  m 
bequeathed  by  the  States  of  the  GaolUcrsn 
to  the  Union  for  the  common  defence. 

r.  Bbrtoh  followed ;  and,  after  stna^ 
contrasting  the  object  of  the  bill  and  tts 
amendment — the  one  intended  to  strip  nJ 
plunder  the  oonnbr,  the  other  to  defend  it- 
ofter  contrasting  these  two  olgecta,  both  u  to 
the  constitntionality  and  eipe^ency,  be  wet 
warmly  and  vehementiy  into  the  neeemlf  li 
defence  mw,  and  took  two  points  in  thesuti 
of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain  as  reqnirinf 
this  immediate  preparation.  He  and  be  omit 
ted,  on  purpose,  all  the  well-known  poiatt  rf 
difference  between  the  two  oonntrles,  for  tlii 
purpose  of  bringing  forward  two  ant^edi  oa 
which  the  poblie  mind  waa  yet  too  tittle  is- 
formed  and  too  tittle  awakened.  One  of  thae 
ibjeota  was  tbe  Oolnmbia  River  qneetieo;  tlit 
other  related  to  the  oiT^auized  attempts  aev 
made  in  London  to  excite  a  negro  inmiTMliaa 
in  our  Sonthern  States.  On  the  firrt  of  thw 
beads,  he  showed  that  the  Oregon  Oonvtntiai 
of  1818,  first  made  for  ten  years,  and  tnbte- 
quentiy  continued  witboot  limitation  of  tinX; 
but  subject  to  be  terminated  on  notice  pno 
by  either  party,  was  nueqnal  and  fidlacioos. 
He  showed  that  this  convention  wis  iDiunrj 
and  deceptive ;  that  the  joint  ocenpotwi,  ii 
fact,  only  extended  to  American  twtito^. 
American  rivers,  and  American  harbors;  wd 
that  from  these,  Americans  were  aU  eipMed, 
with  the  loBs  of  more  than  five  fansdred  Bm 
and  an  immense  waste  of  property;  harin;  w 
the  British  tbe  exolosive  posaesriim,  not  «? 
of  her  own,  but  of  all  the  Ameriean  tomWy 
beddes.    He  said  this  state  rf  thing*  m  rt  H 
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that  his  coUugtie  liad  token  the 
fnt  tod  pn>i>er  rtep,  Id  moving  to  ^ve  notice 
for  the  tarmiiutioD  of  the  coaTentdon ;  and 
tiiii  notioe  miut  ba  attanded  with  the  proper 
preparations  to  give  it  eniphsus,  or  the  Briti^ 


The  other  caase  for  immediate  preparations, 
Ur.  B.  enforced  by  pointing  to  the  organized 
Abolition  Societies  now  in  London,  and  tlie 
■ppuntment  of  Lord  Monntcoshel  (who  was  in 
bvor  of  eioitiug  l>oth  aavage  and  servile  war 
uainst  nit)  to  be  Governor  Qeneral  of  Canada, 
(n  CtiiB  point  Hr.  B.  broaght  the  warning  voioe 
of  experience  to  his  aid,  and  showed,  from  Ed- 
wsrds'  Histoiy  of  the  West  Indies,  that  the 
insurreotion  of  San  Domingo  was  made,  Jtnt, 
bj  the  Anti-Slsverj  Societj  of  London,  which 
held  ita  meetings  at  tiie  Old  Jewry ;  teeondly, 
\>j  the  Socuetj  of  Lei  Ami  det  JMri  in  Paris ; 
tiUr^y,  by  uie  letter  of  the  Abb^  Gregoire, 
Mot  to  the  people  of  color  in  the  island  of  San 
Domingo.  He  showed  that  these,  and  espe- 
oiaUj  ue  London  Society,  were  the  architects 
of  that  insomection.  He  read  many  harrowing 
pasMges  from  the  description  of  the  inaurreo- 
tion;  and  showed  that  the  London  Society, 
now  at  work  to  malce  insurrection  here,  was 
doing  every  tiling  which  their  predecessors  at 
the  Old  Jewry  did,  and  was  fhr  mure  formida- 
ble, and  infiiutely  more  to  be  dreaded.  Ee 
then  adverted  to  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Koontcasbei  to  be  Governor  General  of  Canada 
—spoke  of  bis  horrid  declarations  in  PatUoment 
m  bvor  of  savage  war  and  negro  insurrection ; 
ind  said  if  there  was  no  Ear]  of  Chatham  now 
in  the  Honse  of  Lords  to  rebuke  inch  Inhuman 
and  diabt^csl  sentimcDta,  the  Amerlosn  Senate 
should  not  he  uleat.  The  American  Senate^ 
■Dd  ell  America,  shoold  rise  uy  to  denonnce 
toch  sentiments — to  brand  their  anthor — and 
to  consider  and  prepare  for  the  dire  rHolti. 

Tiie  qnettioo  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Lmt'e 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  Sigativ^  as 
Mows: 

Tiia. — Hems.  Allen,  Benlon,  Cdhonn,  day  of 
Uttama,  Cufabeit,  FnlUm,  King,  Linn,  MeBoberta, 
MiMlQn,  Fieroe,  Sevier,  T^jput,  Walker,  WiUiams, 
Woodbury,  Wnght,  and  Toung— 18. 

Sajs. — Uesata.  Anher,  Buroir,  Batca,  Bayud, 
Berrien,  Budamuj,  Cboaie,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Claj- 
loD,  Dixon,  Etuis,  Qraliam,  HuoliDeton,  Eer,  Han- 

CHerrick,  Uiller,  Uorehead,  Phclpa,  Fort«r, 
lis,  RiTSA,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Smmoos,  Bouth- 
vd,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  and  White— 28. 

Ur.  Breaoioa',  of  Pennsylvania,  after  statiog 
that  tie  was  instnicted  by  his  State  Lnaslatare 
to  npport  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
poblio  lands  on  certain  conditions,  moved  an 
■mendment  of  the  hill,  in  compliance  with  the 
ioitnictwna.  The  amendment  proposed  to 
drike  out  the  ten  per  cent,  mven  to  the  new 
Btatea. 

Hr.  WuxCB  redsted  this  amendment  with 
Much  eaneetoen,  and  demonstrated  that  the 


[Aaarar,  1611. 

new  States  were  entitled  not  only  to  ten,  hot 
to  twenty  per  cent,  from  the  r4>id  increase 
of  their  popnlatioo. 

Ur.  BvoH^jTAK  Bud  he  should  vote  for  .the 
amendments  proposed  by  hie  fiiend  and  col- 
league, (Hr.  OTUBOiox ;)  and  if  they  were 
adopted,  he  should  then  vote  for  the  bill,  in 
obedience  to  the  instraotions  of  the  Le^ature 
of  Pennsylvania.  These  instnicttons  were  plaio 
and  explicit  on  tbeir  face.  There  could  be  no 
doabt  about  the  import  of  the  language  which 
they  employed.    Hr.  B.  then  read  the  instmo- 

Instmcted  as  he  was.  and  nnable  to  express 
bis  own  opintona  without  violatiog  these  in- 
Btrnctions,  ne  had  pniposely  forborne  from  en- 
tering into  the  general  discnasion.  Ee  wonld, 
however,  submit  another  remark,  which  might 
explain  hia  fotnre  votes.  The  LegisJatnre  had 
instructed  him  to  resist  all  attempts  to  deprive 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  of  their  just  pro- 
portion of  the  public  lands.  Withont  any  in- 
sbnictioQ  be  should  have  acted  in  this  manner : 
and  he  must  say  that,  if  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  were  unequal  and  niynst,  the  amend- 
ment which  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Oalhoun)  bad  given  notice  that  he  wonld 
offer,  to  cede  the  pnUlo  landa  to  the  new  StateiL 
on  certain  conditions,  was  still  more  unequal 
and  unjnst  towards  the  old  States :  and,  with 
or  withont  fDstructiona,  it  should  meet  hif 
decided  negative. 

Ead  he  been  at  libertv  to  act  npon  hb  own 
Judgment,  he  should  nave  most  cheerftilly 
voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Itisaonri,  (Hr.  Lais,)  pled^ng  the  proceeds  of 
these  lands  as  a  sacred  fund  for  national  de- 
fence. There  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  de- 
voting these  lands,  which  had  been  purchased 
by  the  valor  and  blood  of  our  ancestors,  to  Hm 
maintenance  of  the  national  safety  uid  national 
glory  of  their  descendants.  With  this  money 
you  might  increase  yonr  navy,  complete  yonr 
fortifications,  and  prepare  for  war ;  and  yon 
would  thns  distribute  its  benefits  more  eqnallj 
and  justly  among  the  people,  than  you  coald  do 
In  any  other  maimer,  Ee  was  sonr,  there- 
fore, that  his  instroctioDS  had  compelled  him 
to  vote  agtunst  this  amendment. 

Hr.  Olat  entreated  the  Senators  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  reconsider  the  deciaian,  and  see  if 
they  wonld,  in  reality,  comply  with  the  inten- 
tions of  tbeir  L^islature  in  voting  against  the 
bill.  Did  that  Le^atore  contemplate  so  im- 
practicable a  bill,  as  these  amendments  would 
render  it,  when  Uiey  required  them  to  support 
a  distribntion  bill?  He  moreover  called  on 
them  to  reconsider  their  deci^on,  as  he  was 
afraid  the  bill  would  be  lost  without  their 
votes ;  whereas,  with  them,  it  might  be  passed. 

Hr.  BuoBAKUf  Mud  he  bad  tnrned  to  his 
friend  from  Hissonri  (Hr.  LiHN)Jnst  before  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  risen,  and  express- 
ed his  astonishment  that  he  (Hr.  C!biT)  should 
have  permitted  any  legislative  instructions  to 
be  presented  to  the  body,  which  he  iidgbt  sup- 
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poM  to  b«  dUagree&ble  to  the  Beniton  in- 
■tniated,  withont  inUrpoung  his  opinion  and 
■dvioe.  He  believed  that  tlie  Benator  had 
never  sntifered  anoh  an  occasion  to  paaa  withont 
interftring  in  thia  manner  between  Senators 
and  their  conctitaentB.  He  thanked  him  for  hia 
kind  offioeii  and  for  the  interest  which  fae  mani- 
fested in  hia  QSr.  B.'e)  welfare.  He  would  be 
[deased  to  have  the  Senator  as  a  friend  upon 
terms  of  perfect  eqnilitf ;  bnt  not  as  a  master. 
We  had  witnessed  enoagh  to  convince  ns  that 
he  was  a  severe  ma8t«r. 
Ur.  Olat.    Ask  Oharle^  if  I  am  not  a  kind 

Ur.  Bookutah  said,  Gbarlej  had  been  so 
often  bronght  betbre  the  Senate  and  the  coan- 
tiT  b7  the  Senator,  that  he  wa:i  now  almost  as 
notorious  as  his  master.  He  would  reciprocate 
the  kindness  of  the  Senator,  and  in  torn  (rive 
him  a  little  good  advice.  He  (Ur.  Olat)  hod 
alreadv  swd  enoagh  shoot  Oliarler ;  and  if  he 
wisliea  to  spare  himself  and  his  poliUoal  friends 
bom  the  sbafta  of  ridioole  which  were  aimed 
at  him  and  them  in  the  puhlio  jonmals  all  over 
tiie  conntrr,  he  would  never  hereafter,  on  thb 
floor,  mention  the  name  of  that  well-known  in- 
dividoaL 

He,  Mr.  B.,  intended,  in  good  tilth,  either  to 
obey  instmotions  or  to  r^gn  his  seat.  His 
eonstitaents  most,  bv  this  time,  have  been  fnllj- 
convinced  of  his  fidelity  to  this  doctrine.  He 
had  odea  manifested  his  faith  by  his  works ; 
and  never  upon  a  more  trying  occasion  than 
when  he  liea  voted  at  the  present  session  In 
favor  of  the  lepesl  of  the  Independent  Treasury. 
Snob  WBB  the  Jost  devotion  of  the  Democracy 
of  PeoDsylvama  to  this  wise  and  salntaiymeas- 
ore,  that  he  had  subjected  himself  to  some 
Kproaoh  among  hia  own  political  friends  on  ao- 
oonnt  of  this  vote,  althoagh  none  of  them  conld 
deny  that  he  had  act^  in  obedience  to  one  of 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  party  to  which 
he  and  they  belonged. 

Ur.  Stoboiok  &en  proposed  another  amend- 
ment in  accordance  with  his  Instmctioiu^  which 
was  alto  voted  down. 

Ifr.  Abohxs  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
fttUdng  from  the  8th  section  that  clanse  which 
renders  the  disposition  of  firnds  obligatory  for 
roads,  bridges,  canals,  Ac.,  which  whan  made, 
were  to  be  made  fr«e  for  the  xua  of  the  United 
States  in  transporting  the  mail,  mnnitions  of 
war,  &c 

This  propositioii  led  to  a  loitK  debate,  in 
which  Heasre.  Wnna,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Clat, 
HmrmonnT,  Behtoit,  and  Bbvieb  participated, 
when,  without  taking  anj  qneation. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Uaboiiv, 

The  Senate  adjonmed. 

HOUBB  OF  BEPKESESTATIVEe. 

Tbcbsdat,  August  IS. 

Banhrupt  Law. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Baut abd,  the  House  agun 

readved  itself  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 


the  state  of  the  Union,  Q£r.  Tuuboeut,  tif 
Bhode  Island,  in  the  cWr,)  on  the  Un  bum  Ott 
Senate  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  i 
nniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throngbont  the 
United  SUtes. 
Ur.  Basnabd  oSbred  the  fdlowing  nuln- 

Saobstd,  Thit  on  Friday  next,  the  IStli  imnit,  n 
IS  o'clodc  oeritUui,  all  debate  in  CommittM  tfibt 
Whole  <m  the  state  of  the  Dnkoi,  on  SeuU  HH  N<l 
8,  to  establish  ■  uniform  system  of  bubnplc7 
throaghoQt  tba  United  States,  dull  ceae,  lad  iht 
committee  dull  then  piooeed  to  vole  on  u^  (joa- 

pendinc,  or  that  may  be  offered,  and  dull  Ob  » 
port  said  bill  to  the  Eoiue,  with  tncb  tasaiBtaet 
M  nuy  hiTc  been  tgreed  to  by  the  commitlcc :  i*!* 
tided,  ^lat  nothing  in  'J'^"  resoliition  duQ  prcdidt 
the  committee  from  reporting  naA  UU  tX  aa  tide 

Ur.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  resohtioa  br 
striking  oat  the  words  "  I^day  next,  it  II 
o'clock  meridian,"  and  inserting  "to-diy,  A 
8  o'clock,  P.  M." 

And  the  qnestion  being  taken  on  the  UMiid' 
ment,  the  vote  stood— ayes  87,  note  6i. 

Bnt  no  qnomm  voted. 

Mr.  Wbllkb  moved  a  call  of  the  How; 
which  waa  ordered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  oaBed.  1S3  lim- 
bers answered  to  their  names. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  having  bea 
called  166  members  appeared  to  be  present 

And  more  than  a  qnonim  b^ng  now  preMit, 
sU  (hrther  proceedings  on  the  call  vere,  n 
motion  of  Ur.  WaLLue,  snspended. 

And  the  question  reoomog  on  the  soieDd- 
ment  to  the  resolation — 

Mr,  Babvaxd  asked  the  previons  qnestka; 
and  there  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  qaeetion  was  ordwed  to  !• 
taken. 

And  the  mun  qnestion  (being  first  m  Um 
amendment  of  Ur.  Wisa)  was  taken,  tad  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

So  the  amenmnent  was  r^ected. 

And  the  qneation  recnning  on  the  adopbH 
of  the  resolution — 

Mr.  AKDsawa,  of  Eentnoky,  moved  to  ly  it 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  dedded  n 
the  nepative — ayes  BB,  noes  09. 

So  tBe  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  reomring  on  ils  adoptjc^ 

Mr.  Jahu  asked  the  yeas  and  nays ;  vl>^ 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were—jtM  ^ 
naye  89. 

So  the  resolntion  waa  not  adopted. 

Mr.  MiLTOK  Baowit  rose,  and  addressd  the 
committee  np  to  the  expiration  of  hie  boor  is 
support  of  the  bill;  advocating  both  tlrtooo- 
atitntionality  and  e^wdienoy  of  the  mewre. 

Mr.  B.  dwelt  npon  tha  policy  of  g»""^/? 
tnaoWent  debtor  a  full  discharge,  a*  that  vn^ 
was  moit  likely  to  seonre  the  interests  «  W 
oreditor.     He  adverted  to  tha  intuitive  w"" 
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ichich  so  stnmgly  marked  our  oountiTmeii,  and 
to  the  far  Btronger  InSocDce  of  feelinn  of  honor 
and  gratitade  over  those  of  degradation  and 
foar.  It  hod  once  beea  deemed  necessary  a  ' 
jn5t  to  inipriaoD  the  debtor :  thia  was  now  ( 
nested,  as  a  relio  of  barbanam.  To  retain 
endJess  lien  upon  all  the  fntnre  efforts  and  i 
quidtioDs  of  the  debtor  was  little  beti«r :  for  it 
redaoed  him,  In  eflbot,  to  the  condition  of  a 
alare.  If  it  waa  said  that,  when  a  creditor 
trosted  his  property,  he  looked  for  his  aecnrity 
rather  to  the  honor  and  intc^tj  of  his  debtor 
than  to  his  property,  Mr.  B.  replied,  very 
Tr«11 ;  let  him  him  conUnae  so  to  look ;  this 
bill  did  not  Interfere  with  sneh  reliance  in  the 
least.  Mr.  B.  had  bad  some  ezperience  in  the 
ooU«cting  of  debts;  and  he  had  foand  that 
booest  debtors  were  far  readier  to  pay  on  an 
appeal  to  their  honor  than  under  coercion  of 
lav.  The  bill  was  well  guarded ;  yet  still  it 
might  release  some  creditors  who  were  dishon- 
est, and  whose  conduct  had  been  fraudulent ; 
even  if  this  were  the  ease,  it  would  be  better 
that  some  snch  charactera  shunld  escape,  than, 
for  the  sake  of  punishing  them,  multitudes  of 
honeat  bnt  oofortunate  men  should  be  subjected 
to  endless  bondage.  The  rain  from  Heaven  fell 
on  the  evil  together  with  the  good;  and  some 
tares  were  suffered  to  grow,  rather  than  the 
wheat  should  be  rooted  up.  If  a  rogue  escaped 
coir  and  then,  let  him  go ;  there  was  a  tribunal 
whose  Indgment  he  could  not  evade. 

Mr.  Pop«  observed  that  there  seemed  a  very 
decided  disposition  to  pass  this  hill ;  and  he 
therefore  felt  bound  to  state  that  St  cnntaiued 
some  principles  which,  if  he  rightly  understood 
them,  he  never  conld  endorse.  The  volnntory 
portion  of  the  bill,  as  it  had  been  called,  seemed 
to  be  the  most  popular ;  but  to  him  it  seemed 
to  be  in  hostility  with  the  consUtution,  or  at 
least  wholly  unsupported  by  that  instrument. 
It  vent  to  affect  all  existing  contracts,  and  to 
interfere  with  the  relations  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor. As  to  honest  debtors,  after  some  obscrva' 
tbn,  he  conld  say  that  he  never  had  known 
them  to  be  treated  with  oppression  by  credi- 
tors. Imprisonment  for  debt  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to ;  he  considered  it  aa  utterly 
opposed  to  the  genius  of  our  Qovemment  and 
tha  character  of  our  people ;  nor  did  he  believe 
thatmocii  was  ever  mode  ont  of  a  compulsory 
nuTcudcr  of  the  debtor's  goods,  or  from  the 
!!stAte  of  a  bankrupt  If  he  was  called  on  to 
fnve  a  title  to  thia  bill,  he  should  call  it  a  hill 
for  the  benefit  of  lawyers,  commigaioners,  as- 
signees, clerks,  sheriff's,  and  their  associates 
and  depeudents ;  these,  he  believed,  would  be 
the  persons  who  would  make  the  most  ont  of 
it,  while  neither  debtors  nor  creditors  wonld 
set  much  of  the  spoils.  Though  young  at  the 
time,  he  had  witnessed  the  practicel  effecta  of 
the  law  of  ISOO,  and  had  seen  large  estates 
uten  np  by  lawyers  and  others  appointed  to 
take  the  charge  of  them,  while  neitoer  creditor 
oor  debtor  in  the  end  got  one  dollar  of  the 
proceeds. 


M  la».  [Anovar,  IMl. 

He  objected  to  the  bill  as  brintpng  creditors 
witliin  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts. 
which  often  sat  one  or  two  hundred  miles  off 
ft'om  their  homes ;  this  never  had  been  intend- 
ed by  the  ooQstitntion.  The  Jurisdiction  of 
these  courts  ought  to  be  oonflned  to  matters  of 
a  national  character,  or  to  oases  between  citi- 
zens of  different  States ;  but  never  were  intend- 
ed to  be  resorted  to  by  neighbors,  citizens  of 
the  same  State.  A  debtor  might  draw  all  his 
Immediate  neighbors,  to  whom  he  was  In  debt, 
away  to  a  Federd  court  two  hundred  miles 
distuit.  Farmera  wonld  be  slow  in  taokltnc 
up  their  wagons  on  such  a  Journey,  and  wonla 
rather  risk  the  loss  of  their  debt,  of  which  tliey 
wonld  not  be  very  sangnlne,  after  receiving 
notice  that  the  man  was  a  bankrupt.  It  mi^t 
enrich  lawyers,  bnt  he  did  not  -know  anybody 
else  that  would  be  likely  to  got  much  good  by 
It.  The  best  way,  in  geeem,  was  to  leave  a 
debtor  alone ;  he  was  likely  to  make  ten  times 
more  for  his  creditors  than  when  hunted  by 
sheriffs  and  fleeced  by  lawyers.  The  fine  pto- 
tares,  taken  from  novels,  of  the  cruelty  of  iron- 
hearted  creditors  over  poor  and  honest  debtors, 
had  mighty  little  effect  the  Governor  sud,  up- 
on him  ;  he  did  not  believe  in  them. 

Ur.  Wsu-sa  moved  that  the  House  ai^ourn  ; 
bnt  withdrew  the  motion,  to  enable 

Mr.  Wisito  move  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  tho  bankrupt 
bin ;  on  which  motion  Mr.  W.  moved  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

Mr.  HoLMss  said  he  opposed  this  motion,  un- 
less gentlemen  would  pledge  themselves  not  to 
call  for  the  previoua  question  when  the  bill 
should  come  Into  the  House.  He  hoped  h 
measure  of  thisimportancewasnot  tobeioroed 
through  without  sufficient  discussion. 

Mr.  AoAHBobaerved  that  the  gentleman  need 
not  trouble  himself— there  was  no  quorum  to 

The  House  then  a^oumed. 


Fmbat,  August  13. 
BiaiJervpt  Laie. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.lskabd,  again 
resolved  itself  Into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  XTnion.  (Mr.  TiuJitanAsr,  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  the  ohair,)  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  establish  a  uniform  syst«m  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States. 

The  pending  qnestion  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  GoBDovtostrike  out  the  eoael^  dense 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.  BiBoeaTB  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  very 
earnestly  up  to  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoEat  briefly  stated  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opnosed  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  He  admitted  the  power  to  pass  a  general 
law  to  be  in  the  constitntioo,  bat  remiDded  Hr. 
Allkk  (who  bad  ejcpraeMd  anrprise  that  any 
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doabt  Bhoold  be  fblt  about  B  matter  so  plun  to 
him)  that  great  differenoes  of  opinioa  bad  es- 
kted,  from  the  beKiuning,  as  to  tlie  extent  of 
the  pover.  The  power  was  te  poas  a  bonlmpt 
law,  bnt  the  qnastion  aroae  wbat  a  bankrupt 
law  meant.  To  answer  this  qoestion,  he  vunt 
to  the  "F.nglia]!  lawB.  The  term  was  tahan,  like 
tnaaj  others  in  the  conntitntion,  '*  iiabegt 
cerpat,"  "piracy,"  "felony,"  Ac,  from 
laws  <rf  Great  Britun.  On  this  point,  he  qnot- 
ed.  Kent's  Gommentaiies  Id  illuBtralJon.  He 
contended  that  the  nnderstanding  in  relatdoa 
to  the  law  intended  by  the  oonstitntion  hod, 
ever  since  1789,  been  a  law  relating  to  traders 
only.  That  was  the  obaraoter  of  the  law 
passed  in  1600 ;  and,  in  fact,  this  very  charaa- 
teriatio  bad  cansed  its  repeal  in  160S,  for  it  wae 
ol^eated  to  as  being  partial,  and  ^>plyinx  only 
to  one  deaa  of  society.  Ko  attempt  was  heard 
of  to  extend  the  system  to  farmers,  mechanics, 


ti7wC« 


utd  others,  Ull  1627,  when  a  section  bad  been 
introdnoed  for  that  parpoae,  and  then  the  bill 
was  r^eoted  as  being  nnoonatihitional. 

Ur.  HoK.  strongly  ol^ected  to  the  hiD, 
asenniing  Jnrisdictioa  OTer  the  whole  relati< 
of  debtor  and  creditor  thronghoat  the  conntry, 
abolishing  the  insolvent  laws  of  all  the  States, 
&0.    He  could  not  vote  for  it  unless  the  "  vol- 
untary "  portion  of  the  bill  was  stricken  ont. 
He  again  qnoted  Chancellor  Kent  and  Lord 
EldoD  as  tu  the  extent  of  frauds  even  under 
the  British  laws,  and  also  the  retnms  made  ~ 
1809-'8,  in  reference  to  the  same  snttjeot, 
this  country,  which  went  to  show  how  little 
was  obtained  by  creditors  under  the  effects  of 
that  law.     He  objected  very  decidedly  to  that 

CtioD  of  the  bill  which  gave  jurisdiction  of 
kmpt  cases  to  the  District  Courts  of  tlie 
United  States,  as  sabJeolJDg  l>oth  creditors  and 
debtors   to   enormous  expenses,  and  also  as 


olioa  must  go  befure  a  single  Judge.  The  bill 
would  never  work  weU,  if  at  all,  in  practice. 

Besides  all  these  ol^ectiona,  Ur.  MoE.  never 
eonld  vote  for  the  bill  unless  it  was  made  to 
cover  the  case  of  banking  corporations.  He 
insisted  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  do 
this;  and  that,  if  they  liad  the  power,  it  was 
their  duty  to  exerdae  ft 

Mr.  WiBK  sdd  he  felt  very  indifferent  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  bill,  although  he  felt  very  sin- 
cere sympathy  for  the  debtor  class  of  his  fdlow-. 
citizens.  He  was  willing  that  those  who  want- 
ed the  bill  should  have  it ;  bat  as  it  did  not  suit 
his  constituents,  they  must  get  it  without  his 
Tote.  A  bankrupt  bill  was  not  suited  to  the 
bnsiness  and  habits  of  an  agricultural  people, 
and  its  provisions  were  incompatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  com  planter,  the  tobac««  and 
ootten  planter.  He  felt  a  sincere  sympathy  for 
the  nnfortonate  debtors  of  the  conntry,  and 
therefore  would  throw  no  obetadea  in  the  way 
of  the  bill ;  hut  it  was  beoanse  be  did  feel  that 
sincere  sympathy  for  that  class  of  his  fellow- 
olUzona,  that  he  would  not  keep  them  upon 


tender  hooka — he  would  not  sport  wUb  tb^ 
feelings  for  party  purpose^  nor  seek  to  milb 
political  capital  ont  M  the  hopes,  desim,  nd 
expeotetioDS  of  the  unfortunate  poor,  mut 
did  he  mean  t  I  mean  to  tell  them,  mi  U— 
and  if  I  had  a  trumpet  voice,  it  Ehonld  nub 
every  W-bonee  in  which  a  poor  debtor  Gtm, 
thoush  hankrupta  do  sot  live  in  log-hotKs-- 
bnt  I  mean  to  tell  eveiy  poor  debtoTbow 
eyes,  and  perhaps  tearful  eyes,  are  tnnicd  u 
this  House — whose  hopes  are  fiottertd  to  b 
betrayed,  that  he  will  get  no  bankrupt  bill  tlui 
sesaiou.  I  will  give  him  no  secret  reason  fir 
this  opinion,  I  will  tell  him  that  tbcNsiM 
have  all  along  pretended  to  be  the  friends  d 
this  bill,  and  have  expressed  so  much  sjinpillif 
for  the  distresses  of  tJie  poor  bankrupts,  loerdj 
meant  to  make  use  of  this  bill  assoiDiich[i(iSt- 
ioal  uqtital—that  is,  they  will  puss  it «  nctii 
a  certain  contingeni^,  and  the  odds  are  sgiiHt 
iL  With  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  iM 
country  this  hill  would  be  popular,  and  be  be- 
lieved that  with  a  much  larger  portion  iti  re- 
peal would  be  still  more  popular. 

Gentlemen  teld  him  that  therq  were  fin 
hundred  thousand  bankmpU  in  a  hind  teemia{ 
with  sonroes  of  wealth.  Bnt  how  msnj  cre^ 
tors  had  these  five  hundred  thousand  beuk- 
rupts !  The  minimum  waa  at  least  five  to  wb 
one.  Now,  sud  be,  if  yon  multiply  fira  bio- 
dred  thousand  by  five,  you  will  have  ttroEul' 
lions  five  hundred  thousand  who  will  be  fv  ibt 
repeal.  Yon  cannot,  therefore,  do  maidi  m^ 
chief  with  this  bill,  if  there  be  any  mischitf  in 
it,  for  if  its  passage  now  would  be  popnlsr,  in 
repeal  would  be  still  more  so.  It  had  Un 
oaloulated  that  the  political  influence  Ot  Ibi 
bankrupts  in  this  conntry  would  turn  the  Milt 
in  five  SUtes  which  gave  eighty-nine  elettcnd 
votes  in  the  last  Frendentjol  election.  InlbM 
five  States  the  whole  number  of  votte  poUu 
was  nine  bondred  thousand.  The  Whig  n* 
Jority  was  eighteen  thousand — nnmbo'  B.to» 
sary  to  change  that  m^ority  nine  tl>0DMi4 
and  that  number  was  only  one  per  c«uL  oa  Ibt 
number  of  votes  polled.  Mark  you,  sentltmei 
one  in  one  hundred — nine  in  nine  huDdrei!— 
changes  many  other  questions  of  policy  in  H^ 
country.  New  York,  Mune,  Pennaylvauia,  and 
two  other  States,  were  embraced  in  this  e(l» 
lation ;  and  let  the  weight  of  the  biokrapO 
now  be  fait,  and  in  feeling  their  wei^t,W 
gentlemen  see  bow  wei^ty  a  matter  fiiw 
things  may  be  in  all  questiona,  as  well  •>  40* 
tions  of  hankruptoy.  If  yoo  are  wise,  *■" 
you  will  bo  cautions  and  prudent,  do  BOt  ii* 
agine  yourselves  to  be  omnipotent.  There  wu 
some  delusion  in  the  triumph  which  yoa  ob- 
tained last  fi^  Take  warning,  thea,  from  tbc 
fact  that  the  change  of  wie  in  a  hundred  em 
produce  such  decisive  results. 

He  gave  the  bankrupts  warning  thM  the;  bed 
nien  weighed,  and  with  very  great  niM?,  >■) 
the  scales,  not  of  Justice,  but  of  poliiksl  u^ 
flnenoe,  and  he  feared  it  would  be  found  vm 
their  scale  kicked  the  beam,    Theywereoo* 
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like  mice  in  tha  reoriver  of  >n  ht  pnmp,  being  : 
experimented  upon.  While  haste  and  praoipi- 
titiOD  hiid  marked  the  proceedings  of  Uke 
H<KiH  in  reference  to  everj  other  bill  of  the 
MMiOD,  on  this  alone  gMiUemen  aeemed  to 
think  themBelvefl  at  liberty  to  trifle, 

Vhen  he  ahoold  hear  a  good  reasoD  assigned 
why  the  bill  ahqpld  not  Im  passed  this  da;,  then 
be  had  another  speech  to  make.  The  bill  might 
do  very  well  far  merohants  and  traders,  bat  it 
Derer  would  do  for  tobaoco  planters,  and  com 
grower*.  Yet,  though  he  ooold  not  vote  for 
the  bankniptB'  bill  be  wonld  not  tortore  them 
by  ■oipense.  Their  bill,  be  would  tell  them, 
vonld  lUl ;  and  it  was  time  they  knew  it.  It 
WW  time  their  Itopes  were  arrested  In  their  np- 
Tird  flight,  ao  that  when  they  did  &11,  it  ndght 
be  with  a  leaa  deetrnotlTe  force. 

Ur.  Bataaa  entirety  dtsaented  from  the  view 
just  enireased   by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

S'  lia.  The  House  had  had  this  bill  hot  fom* 
fs  under  its  eonddaratioo,  during  which  tune 
its  merits  had  been  disoDssed  with  candor,  tem- 
per, and  Ctiraeu.  The  remarks  which  had  jost 
faU«Q  from  the  gentleman  from  Virg^ia  were 
the  only  indication  which  had  yet  appeared  of 
a  deetre  to  connect  Qia  hill  wiui  party  politics. 
That  gentleman  had  intimated  that  the  friends 
of  tbe  bill  were  playing  a  political  game  with 
an  anfortaoato  class  of  their  fellow-men. 

Ur.  WiBB.  I  said  no  snch  thins.  (Criea  of 
"jea — oh  yes — you  did."]  I  said  that  some 
irbo  pretended  to  be  the  friends  of  this  bill  were 
eogaged  in  such  a  game.  I  never  add  that  of 
tbe  real  friends  of  the  meosm'e. 

Ur.  Baiooa  resumed,  and  sud  he  was  glad  to 
And  that  the  gentleman  exempted  the  friends 
of  the  bill  from  anoh  a  charge ;  uid  he  sincerely 
hoped,  notwiUutandJDg  tbe  gentleman' 


IS  intended  to 

Ur.  Wbitb,  of  Indiana,  wonld  oonflne  his  re- 
narks  to  the  general  principles  of  the  hill.  He 
■tood  in  a  pecnliar  attitnde  in  relation  to  this 
measure :  be  was  very  detdrons  of  eipresaiDg 
here  the  wishes  of  hia  constitnents ;  bnt  they 
hid  made  tto  oommnnlcatioa  to  him  of  their 
news  or  wishes  on  the  snbject.  Thus  left  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  was  he  to 
fbld  hia  hands,  and  refuse  to  take  any  part  in  a 
muenre  of  so  beneficial  a  character  t  No ;  tbe 
pstriotinn  of  Indiana  was  not  of  snch  a  cast : 
tt  VM  hraeder  in  ita  range  tiian  the  limits  of 
the  State:  it  was  aa  bold  and  migratory  aa  the 
ehiraeter  of  tbe  iobabltanta  themaelTes. 

Mr.  W.  took  the  grontid  that  Oongreas,  hav- 
ing clearly  recdved  the  power  to  pass  a  general 
b&nkVapt  law,  were  bonnd  to  exercise  tbe  pow- 
er whenever  tbe  case  shonld  arise  which  called 
for  its  exertion :  and  in  proof  that  it  bad  arisen, 
he  pointed  the  committee  to  the  general  oondi- 
tion  of  the  bnsiness  oommnnity  toronshont  onr 
wuDtry,  and  to  the  general  ory  for  refief  whii^ 
came  up  from  all  parts  of  the  laud.    Traey  & 


hy  a  law  of  Oongrese. 

Hr.  W.  oondnned  his  remarks  In  snpport  of 
tbe  bill  with  much  eamestnesB  up  to  tbe  expira- 
tion of  his  hour, 

Hr.  WiLLiuiB,  of  Uaryland,  said  tbie  hill 
treats  it  as  fraudulent  to  show  a  preference 
among  creditoia ;  yet  in  flagrant  violatitm  of 
prineipU,  upon  which  it  parports  to  he  found- 
ed, it  actnaUy  eigoins  nnreasonable  preferences 
in  certain  oases.  Creditors,  of  S  particular 
olaas,  for  a  debt  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, and  not  over  mx  montbe'  standing,  are  to 
t>e  pud  in/ull ;  %  however,  the  creditor,  from 
a  humane  dispoaitioa  to  indulge  bis  debtor,  let 
a  angle  day  pass  l>eyond  the  six  months,  be  ia 
to  come  in  only  for  tbe  pittanoe  of  a  dividend. 
The  creditor  for  twenty-five  dollara  may  receive 
his  entire  debt ;  but  the  like  small  creditor  fbr 
any  sum  greater  than  twenty-five  dollan^ 
though  tbe  person  may  in  fact  be  more  deserv- 
ing and  moat  needy,  may  lose  the  whole  of  hia 
debt.  The  United  States  are  declared  to  he  « 
pT^mrtd  creditor  in  all  casea,  and  their  olaima 
may  absorb  all  the  aesets  of  the  banlcmpt.  Is 
thisfairt  Is  it  doing  Justice  to  the  rights  of 
the  other  creditors  1 

A  bankrupt  is  proved  in  all  things  to  have 
acted  in  good  fi^th ;  bis  honesty  and  his  mis- 
fortunes  are  acknowledged  and  unqnestioned : 
yet  he  can  nm«r  obtain  a  oertiflcate  of  diaoharge 
from  bis  debts,  because  he,  htaaa  a  self-made 
man  and  a  poor  scbolar,  has  not  kept  "  proper 
books  of  acconnt."  In  conseqnenee  of  his  hon- 
est ignorance  of  the  "  prootr '  system  of  keep- 
ing book  accounts,  he  shall  never  )>e  disohanea  I 
This  seems  like  a  revival  of  tbe  law  for  allow- 
ing the  benefit  of  de^y. 

The  fourth  section  says  that  the  bankrapt'a 
oerUfioate  of  disobarge  marbe  treaded  as  a  bar 
to  all  suits  ag^nst  hun.  well,  he  thinks  be  ia 
saft  when  he  hasonoe  obtahied  that  certificate ; 
but  not  BO ;— a  little  fnitber  on,  the  same  seo- 
tioD  si^  that  it  shall  be  conclnuve,  wiUu  "  the 
same  shall  t>e  dipxaohzd  for  some  frand,  or 
wilfol  concealment  &c. ; "  that  is  to  say,  it 
may,  at  any  and  all  timet  thereafter,  be  im- 
peached  and  questioned  I  Tbe  unhappy  bank- 
rupt, involved  by  the  operation  of  this  bill  in 
interminable  litigation,  may  be  persecnted, 
court  after  court,  and  year  after  year,  until 
death,  more  merciful  than  tbe  law,  relievea 
his  aafietinga  forever.  The  same  section  fur- 
ther providM  that  "  snob  bankrupt  shall,  at  aU 
fiffwi,  be  snlyect  to  MomMMtion  orally,  or  upon 
written  iuterr(^[atoriea,inand  MW«said court, 
^."  He  is  or  may  be  doomed  to  perpetual 
vexation,  and  to  the  tortures  of  a  never-ending 
mquirition!  If  you  pasa  this  bill,  you  will 
place  the  unfortunate  bankrupt  within  tbe  iron 
grasp  of  a  Federal  court,  which  may  never  re- 
lease its  hold.  The  8UUm  are  the  proper 
gnardiana  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  propwty  of 
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the  cittzeD  ;  but  yon  wi]l  take  from  their  tritm- 
ntls  all  powM  to  sfford  him  relief  or  prot«o- 
tion.  8ml,  It  la  pretended  bj  some  who  atjle 
thenuelves  friends  to  the  Mtitioners,  tiiat  uiis 
bill  is  for  the  Bpeodj  and  effectnal  relief  of  im- 
fortanate  debtors,  both  now  and  in  time  to 
oome.  It  is  a  delnaion — a  mockefj  of  misfor- 
tnna.    It  is  bnt  the  iDtrodoctioa  of  a  compli- 


cated, ambiKootu,  Texatioos,  and  eipt 
ByBtem,  whioli  will  agmTate,  instead  of  r 
ing,  the  Bafferinga  ^insoWrat  debtors.    In- 


stead of  giving  freedom  to  enterprise,  it  will 
rivet  more  sbmig];  the  aha^des  bj  which  it  Is 
confined. 

The  district  oonrtB  and  cironit  oonrta  of  the 
United  Statea  ore  both  to  exerdse  jnrisdiotioa 
orer  the  bankmptH,  and,  in  some  instances, 
eoneurrmt  jnrisdiotion.  They  are  to  be  de- 
dared  in  permanent  SBBsion,  without  anj  reoesa 
or  TBcation  1  Tbey  are  held  in  nuuy  cases,  at 
a  great  distanoe  from  the  residences  of  the 
debtors,  and  therefore  thia  UIl  entails  not  only 
luge  foee  to  officers  and  attoroeys,  but  heavy 
ona  repeated  expensee  for  board  and  travelling, 
in  &r  and  freqoent  JoanMys,  oocaaioaed  bythe 
inevitable  delays  of  oonrta  and  ooonsels.  What 
meana  has  the  honest  bankrupt,  who  baa  sor- 
rendered  every  thing,  wherewith  to  defi«y  thoae 
charges t 

The  Federal  conrta  are  to  be  made  by  tiiis 
bill  to  resemble,  in  some  degree,  those  M  the 
Turkish  Cadi.  Tbey  are  dothed  with  extensive 
^^wi  as  to  jvdKiallegUlation ;  and  their  ar- 
bitrary will,  or  caprice,  is,  in  many  respects,  to 
be  the  only  mle.  At  best,  years  most  elapse. 
In  the  press  of  bnsiness  growing  ont  of  the  vast 
nomber  of  applicadoni,  before  tiionaands  of 
debtors  can  promise  themselves  a  final  hearing. 
The  oonrta  will  exhibit  a  oeaselesa  throng  of 
aaitors,  wid  a  soene  of  nnexsmpled  litigaooo. 
These  tribonals  are  to  oondnot  their  prooeed- 
logs,  also,  according  to  the  praotiae  ot  courts 
of  chtmcery — and  some  of  the  blessings,  rather 
say  onrses,  which  many  of  the  petitioners  are 
to  derive  from  this  measnre,  if  it  be  permitted 
to  become  a  law,  are  complex  and  protracted 
suits  in  ehanewy,  to  consnme  their  time,  their 
health,  and  all  their  fntmv  earnings  I  What 
folly,  then,  to  insert  in  the  bill  "  shall  be 
brooght  to  a  close  "  by  the  court ''  within  two 
years,"  after  the  deores  of  IwuJtnipMy,  "w 
FBAOnOABLB."    Uere  inoperative  words. 

The  oonntry  most  be  bonlened,  too,  with  a 
little  standing  army  of  Judges  and  officers,  the 

E'esent  limited  number  being  totally  inenffident 
r  the  parposes  contemplated. 
How,  then,  can  any  real  friend  to  the  snffbr- 
tng  bankmpt,  whose  spirit  is  already  drooping 
and  desponding,  vote  for  a  bill  which  most 
make  his  condition  worse — a  rash  es^eriment, 
which  is  obnoxious  to  snob  objections,  and  to 
be  franght  with  snoh  banefu  consequences? 
He  who  has  been  anfortnnate  once,  may  be 
visited  with  misfortnne  again ;  and,  wiuiont 
being  giiilty  of  fraud  or  impradenoe,  may  be- 
oome  mined  a  second  tune.    What  isthameas- 


Ml  Ami  BiB.  (tTn  Cna 

nre  of  relief  proposed  to  be  extendad  to  bimt 
Read  It  in  these  words:  "Heshill  Mtum 
be  entitled  to  a  discharge  under  (&u  set,  wm 
his  estate  shall  produce  fafter  all  chirgn)  nfi. 
dent  to  pay  ocery  creditor  BBmnT-nri  ptt 

It  providea  for  e^m^Iswy  as  well  ti  idnn- 
tary  bankmptey.  It  is  partly  taken  from  tlie 
British  system.  A  Britdah  iMnkmpt  l&w  mi; 
suit  the  notions  and  habits  of  British  rojiUsi, 
but  it  will  not  be  tolerated  by  Americia  Be- 
pnblicans. 

An  honorable  member  from  Eentackj  (Hr. 
Pon;)  was  understood  to  say  that  the  titla 
should  be,  "  An  act  for  the  bMiefit  of  l»*;<ni 
cterk&  &o."  It  might  be  further  amended  bf 
prefixing  the  word  "  banks,"  for  moiistid  «•■ 
poBATioira,  Bometimee  oondsting  of  oclj  s  fe« 
individnais,  are  exempt  from  all  omratiMirf 
its  provisions  to  their  pr^udice,  whuit  it  tlie 
same  tdme  those  institntioDS  will  1>e  the  chief 
creditors,  to  enfbrce  t^ese  proviaiona  agviut 
debtors  who  sball  dare  to  question  theii  w- 
porate  wiU,  or  refuse  to  obey  their  dictstea 


Ur  SENATE. 
IfOKD&T,  Angost  IS. 

Ytlo  m  the  Fueal  Sani. 
The  Uessage  was  read  aa  followa : 
Mutagt  of  the  PmiJeiit,  rEfunuiu,  witk  Ai>  Ot 
i.^l^.  41..  Bill  i_  r 4.  It.  BCu.r  It—^n/ 


The  bill  entitled  "An  sot  to  incorpontetbeaA- 
Bcrlbeia  to  the  T\aal  Buik  of  Uie  Uidled  8i>U>,* 
which  originated  in  (he  Senate,  lias  b«ra  ena^ 
ered  by  roe,  witb  a  dneere  4eau«  (o  ooDfon  wi 
■oUon  Id  reintTd  to  It,  to  that  oTthBtwoEoMM* 
Coogreai.  By  the  oocatittition  It  is  made  m]  fc- 
ty,  dtbertoapproTethebiUbydgoiagitiarUR- 
torn  it  wilh  my  oltjactioDS  to  the  Houm  in  'Ut^ 
it  origloated-  I  cannot  cocscientioailj  gin  ii  a) 
approval,  and  I  proceed  to  diaoliarge  ds  dnl;  r- 
quired  of  ma  bj  the  constitation — to  gire  of  it** 
sons  for  disipproTiDg. 

The  power  of  (Sngresi  to  create  a  Xkliiwl 
Bank  to  operate  per  m  over  the  Cnion,  hu  hcca  ■ 
question  of  dispute  from  the  oil^o  of  oar  Gonn- 
ment  Hen  moat  lastly  and  deservedlj  erteeatd 
for  their  high  Intellscttul  endowaHnU,  tbwr  rai», 
and  their  patriotiRii,  have.  In  regaid  to  il>  esX^ 
taioed  different  and  oonlkdng  OfHoiees.  C» 
grenea  have  differed.  The  ^>proval  of  w«  !'■*"' 
dent  has  been  followed  by  the  dinppmvsl  rf*^ 
other.  Thepeople  at  diSterent  times  have  BcquMcM 
in  deolsiona  both  forandaninsL  TbetMsOj^ 
been,  and  still  Is,  deeply  agitated  by  this  niniiM 
qucHtion.  It  will  suffice  far  nie  to  asy  that  bj  on 
ojHnion  baa  been  indfonnlr  ptaclainied  (o  be  iguMt 
the  exerdse  of  any  audi  power  by  this  GoTenaieaL 
On  all  suitable  occadons,  during  a  period  ot  (■«v^ 
five  years,  the  o^nlons  (bus  entertained  tiaTC  btei 
unreaerredly  eipreiBed.  I  declared  It  la  Ibe  I^ 
gIsUtare  of  my  native  state.  In  the  Boon  el 
RepresentaUTes  of  the  Uiuled  States  ft  bM  btci 
openly  viadioalad  by  me.    In  tba  Sasals  ebuibtr. 
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JBthi  prcMDM  Hid  bearing  of  hibii;  wbo  ue  M 
tbi)  tim«  membsn  of  that  bodj,  it  hu  been  affirm- 
•d  whI  raaffimed,  la  apaeehaa  and  reports  tliere 
'   '      'n  ^pDlar 


Itatiiicl;  aiiDt 
gn  wblch  I  n 


tbe  lad  poblio  dcdaiatlon  wbich  I  mado,  aod  ibKt 
bat  a  ifaort  tioM  ttton  the  Ut«  PretldeBtlal  elM> 
tion,  I  referred  t«  017  pteHoiuIr  eipreaaad  oj^n- 
ioiui  *i  beJDK  those  then  entartalned  bj  me ;  with 
1 M  knowledge  of  the  ofdnlon*  ihos  enterUlned, 
ud  Deter  cODcealod,  I  vm  elected  hf  tbe  people 
Tiee  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  Bj  the  oe- 
enneDce  of  a  conUngeiMv  prorlded  for  by  tbe  eOD< 
■litodan.  and  uUnK  tmdw  an  irapreadre  diapenaa- 
'  »lbe  Pnildeiidal 


•  tnMtiag  upon  tlie  datie*  of  that 
an  oaUk  that  I  wontd  "  preaerre,  pro- 
t  of  the  United 


^Il« 


Stales."  EDtert^oing  the  otduloiii  alluded 
hiring  taken  this  oau,  tbe  Senate  and  the  country 
will  we  that  I  cooU  not  giTe  inj  muclIou  to  a 
»e**nre  of  tbe  oharMter  deecribed,  without  «ur- 
rendering  all  claim  to  the  respect  of  honorabla 
m»D— all  emfldenee  on  tbe  port  of  the  people — 
an  Mlfivifiect— all  regard  for  moral  and  reUgioos 
oUigations;  whbont  an  obaerrance  of  which  no 
OoTemment  eui  be  proqwrooa,  and  no  people  can 
1t  *  onme    ' 


be  to  eonuit  * 


levUch 


I  weoU  not 

reward,  and  irM<A  wonld  justly 

ridicule  and  aeon  of  all  Tiriaona 

I  deem  it  entirely  onneeeasary,  at  this  time,  to 
enter  upon  the  reasons  which  hare  brought  bjmind 
to  the  conTictlon*  I  feel  and  entertain  on  this  sub- 
ject. They  hare  been  orer  and  otbt  ag^n  re- 
peated. If  some  of  those  who  bare  pteoeded  me 
in  this  high  olBoe  hare  entertaioed  and  avowed 
Afferent  opinions,  I  yield  all  oonfldenoe  that  theii 
tonrietiona  were  sineere.  I  cUfan  Oidy  to  have 
the  wne  BtMsnre  meted  otA  to  njwir.  Without 
gofaig  farther  into  the  argument,  I  will  ny  that,  in 
bokmgio  the  powen  of  tU(  Qoremment  to  eot- 
Iret,  tafely  keep,  and  dtabntae  (be  p«bHe  revenne, 
■nd  bcidentally  M  teg^ta  tbe  eowmerco  and  ez- 
ehaagea,  I  have  not  been  aUe  to  aadafy  myseirtbal 
the  esi^Hahment  b;  (Ui  OoTMnmmt  of  a  bank 
of  daeount,  In  the  ordinsiy  aeeeptatlon  of  that 
term,  was  ■  neeeasary  ineana,  or  ooe  demanded  b; 
woiaielj,  to  eieenle  tboea  powen.  What  oau  the 
local  diseomita  of  ths  banks  bare  to  do  with  tbe  cot- 
Iteting,  saft-keepbg,  and  dMm^ng  of  tbe  rev- 
tBueT  80  br  u  IM  mero  dbeoanttng  of  paper  U 
eOBcemed,  H  li  quil*  Intnaterial  to  thU  <iuesdoo 
wbMfaer  (be  Asoount  be  obtahied  at  a  State  bank 
er  a  United  SUtaa  Bank.  They  are  both  eqnaUy 
local — both  beglnnbig  and  both  ending  in  a  local  ao- 
eommodatlon.  What  influence  have  local  discount* 
granted  by  any  fbrm  of  bank.  In  tbe  regulating  of 
tile  currency  and  the  ciGhanges?  Let  the  history 
of  tbe  late  United  States  Bank  aid  us  In  answering 
Ihk  inquiry. 

For  aereral  yeara  aAer  the  establishment  of  that 
iottitotion,  it  jealt  almost  exolnrirely  la  local  dla- 
eounta;  and  during  that  period  the  country  was,  for 
the  most  part,  fflsappointed  in  the  consequences 
sntiGipated  from  its  Incorporation.  A  uniform  cur- 
rency was  not  provided,  ei  ' 
Isted,  and  little  or  nothing 
omlatiou;  and  in  IBSO  lla  . 
become  so  great,  that  the  directors  petitioned  Oon- 
gres*  to  r^eal  that  artMe  of  Iha  obarter  wUch 


[Abo 


■r,  lUl. 


loiU  n 


.  .  receivable  everywhere  In  payment 
of  the  pablio  doe*.  It  had,  np  to  that  period,  dealt 
to  bnt  a  very  small  extent  in  exehangea,  either 
foreign  or  domeetio,  and  as  late  u  18SS  its  opera< 
tions  in  that  line  anMiinted  to  a  little  more  than 
seven  mUiiouB  of  doUaiaperannum.  Avery  npli 
angmeiitation  soon  alter  ooeurred,  and  in  18S3 
its  dealings  in  exchanges  amooDted  to  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  including  the  sales 
of  Its  own  drafts;  and  all  these  Immense  transac- 
tions were  effected  without  tbe  employment  of  ex- 
traordinary mean*.  The  currency  of  the  oonntry 
beoarae  sound,  and  the  n^otlatlOD*  in  the  es- 
ohangeawereearriedonatttM  lowest  posrible  rates. 
Tbe  drenladOQ  waa  Increased  to  more  tluin  $3^,- 
000,000,  and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  were  regarded 
a*  equal  to  specie  all  over  the  country ;  thus  *bow- 
ing  almost  conclusively,  that  it  w*s  tbe  oapadty 
to  deal  In  excbanE**,  and  not  la  local  diacouuls, 
which  fumlsbed  these  facilities  and  advantage*. 
It  may  be  remarked,  too,  that  notwithstauding  the 
Immeose  traosacUons  of  the  Bank  in  the  pnrchaie 
of  exchange,  the  loeees  sostalned  were  merely  nom- 
inal, while  in  the  line  of  discounta  the  suspended 
debt  waa  enormons,  and  proved  most  disastrous 
tothe  Bank  and  the  country.  It*  power  of  local 
diacount  has,  in  fkot,  proved  to  be  a  fraitfid  aonree 
of  bvoridam  and  eoemptlon,  alike  deMmctive  to 
tbenibBe  moral*  and  to  the  ceneral  weaL 

The  capital  fnveeied  In  baus  of  discount  In  the 
Uirited  States,  oreeted  by  the  Stales,  at  this  time, 
exceeds  1800,000,000,  and  if  the  diecouotinr  of  local 
pq>er  could  have  produced  any  beneficUl  eOeots, 
the  United  Slates  ought  to  possess  the  soundest 
currency  in  the  world ;  bnt  the  reveceo  !*  lament- 
ably the  fact. 

Jb  the  measure  now  under  consideration,  of  the 
objectioBable  charncter  to  which  1  ba.ve  ^udcdt 
It  is  deariy  so,  unlessby  the  lAth  fbndsmental  ar- 
ticle of  the  llth  section  it  Is  made  otherwise.  That 
article  Is  in  tbe  foUowIng  word*: 

"  The  direeton  of  the  said  corponUon  shall  e» 
tabUsh  one  competent  ofllee  of  discount  and  depoal 
Id  any  Stale  In  whleb  two  thousand  share*  shall 
have  been  subecribed,  or  may  be  held,  whenever, 
upon  Bf^Jloation  id  the  I^gluatui*  of  auch  Slate, 
CongrtM  may,  b;  law,  reqtdre  the  same.  And 
the  said  direeton  may  also  eetabUsh  one  or  more 
eompelent  offices  of  discoimt  and  depodt  In  any 
Territory  or  IKstrict  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  In 
any  State,  with  the  assent  of  mch  State;  and  when 
established,  the  isld  ofics  or  oflices  ihul  Iw  only 
withdrawn  or  removed  by  the  eaid  directors  prior 
to  the  eii^ration  of  tU*  oharter,  wi^  die  prevloaa 
assent  of  Congress:  PrewiAd,  In  respect  to  any 
SUte  which  shall  not,  at  the  firet  session  of  the 
Legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  by  tesolntion,  or  other  usual  legislative  peo- 
oeeiUng,  noconditional>f  aaaent  or  dissent  to  ilie  *•- 
lablUiment  of  sudi  oOoe  or  oSeea  wltMn  It,  audi 
assent  of  Ike  said  State  shall  be  thereafter  |»e- 
nuned :  And  fnmM,  nrssr^M***,  Thst  whenever 
it  shall  become  neosesary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  any  of  the  powen  granted  by  tbe 
constitution  to  establish  an  oBce  or  offlcea  in  any 
of  the  Stales  whatever,  and  the  estal^sbment 
thereof  shall  be  fineted  by  law.  It  shall  be  tbe  duty 
of  the  add  director*  to  establish  aooh  office  or 
offlcea  aeoordin^y.' 

It  wQl  be  seen  that  by  tbi*  ctanas  the  db«etor*  are 
Invested  with  the  fbllert  power  to  estabUsb  a  InnnA 
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1  its  • 


In  injr  SUte  whieh  1       ,  .     .         .    

hmving  oDoe  caUUishcd  sneh  braaob,  it  ilull 
mAorwardB  bo  withdnwn  except  b^  order  of  Cod- 
gT«u.  Such  uunt  !■  to  be  int^ud,  u>d  to  have 
tbe  force  mud  auiction  of  an  actuallf  eiprewed  ai- 
Bcnt,  "  provided  in  respect  to  anf  Btate  which 
shilt  not,  at  th4  Jiril  uuion  of  the  Lea^al^tnre 
thereof  held  after  the  passage  of  thU  act,  bf  rtto- 
lutioti  or  other  umud  ugidatim  proeuditig,  tttuwn- 
diUonaUji  assent  or  diasent  to  the  eatablidunent  of 
each  offlce  or  offloci  wlitdn  it,  Moh  MMnt  of  laid 
.StatM  ihall  be  IhereaAer  pMaQmed."  ^e  asaent 
or  divent  la  to  be  eipicaeed  tmetKiUimaUj/  at  tAe 
JSnt  mtriiM  of  Uu  LtfUthrt,  by  towit  formal  Itffi*- 
Mhtaet;  and,if  notaoeipraaed.ilBaMeDtiatobe 
implUd,  and  the  director*  are  tlierenpon  in*eated 
wHh  power  at  suoh  time  thereafter  aa  they  nay 
'  o  estAbliali  brancbe^  irhicb  cannot  aiter- 


miy  oper&te  with  the  Leg^tore,  wbiah  dther 
preTenta  it  from  speaking,  or  addresaea  itoeif  to  ha 
wisdom,  to  ioduce  delay,  iu  assent  Ii  to  ba  Implied. 
This  iron  rule  is  to  gire  way  to  no  ciremnitaneea — tt 
isnnbendiiiRaodiiilexIble.  It  is  tbe  liuignage  of  the 
master  to  &b  rasaal — an  unconditional  answer  is 
obUmed  forthwith;    and  delay,   poatponement,  oi 


Stale  electfona  bare  already  taken  iriaee,  without 
any  linowtedge  on  the  part  of  tbe  people,  that  socb 
K  qneetion  waa  to  come  up.  Tbe  RepreMntatives 
may  deure  a  Bobmisdon  of  tbe  qnesdon  to  their 
conaUtueDta  prepanlory  to  final  action  npon  it,  but 
tbishlgb  privilege  iadeided;  whatever  may  be  the 
motivcB  and  views  entertained  by  tbe  Represeot- 
atives  of  the  people  to  induce  delay,  their  aatent  is 
to  be  presumed,  and  is  ever  afleiwards  binding, 
unless  their  disaeDt  shall  bq  unconditionally  ex- 
pressed at  tbeir  first  senion  afler  the  pawage  of 
tbii  bill  Into  a  law.  Tbey  may,  by  formal  leao- 
IntloD,  declare  tbe  qneation  of  assent  or  dissent  to 
be  ondemded  and  postponed,  and  yet,  in  oppiaMoa 
to  tb^  eipreM  deebu«UoD  to  the  oontnuy  thdr 
•oaeat  it  to  be  imidied.  Cases  Innumerable  niigbt 
be  cited  to  manifest  the  IrriCatltHiBiity  of  such  an  in- 
ferenoe.  Let  one  or  two  in  addition  suffice.  The 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  may  express  its 
dineiit  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  iU  resolution 
may  bo  defeated  by  a  tie  vote  of  the  Senate,  and 
yet  tbe  assent  is  to  be  implied.  Both  brwicbes  of 
tbe  LegUlfttore  may  concur  In  a  resolution  of  de- 
idded  useent,  and  yet  tbe  Qovemor  may  exert  tbe 
veto  power  conferred  on  him  by  the  Btete  ConsU- 
taUoD,  and  their  legiaUliTe  aclioB  be  defeeted,  and 


are  aotboriied  to  ertabliah  a  braneh 
aoeb  State  whenever  Ihey  m&y  find  it  conduciye  to 
tbeintereitof  theatookbolden  to  doio;  and  hav- 
ing onee  establiabed  it,  tbey  ean  under  no  dninm- 
■tuieea  withdraw  it,  except  by  act  of  Congreas. 
Tbe  State  may  afterwards  protest  against  sneh  nn- 


first  session,  and  its  voice  i 
heard.  To  Inferences  w 
seem  to  me,  irraHoDol,  I  c 
No  court  of  justice  wonld 
whboni  revenuiK  all  "  ' 
pnceeding,  by  Intro 


ItSBl 

0  act  at  its 

afterwards  be 

violent,   and,   as  tbey 

inot  yield  ay  eoDsent. 

r  conld  aaootioa  them, 

._  eelablMied  in  Judicial 

diidng  pntomplioni  at  vari- 


ance with  fkct,  and  Inferences  at  the  expow  cf 
reason.  A  State  in  a  oondttiiMi  of  doreat  vosld  be 
premnud  to  speak,  m  an  indtvidnal,  maoacbd  urf 
m  prison,  miut  be  pretnmed  to  be  in  tbe  rajoj. 
ment  of  freedom.  Ar  better  to  aay  to  tlu  Stitci 
boldly  and  frankly — CongreM  wills,  and  siiboiaca 
is  demanded. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  direeton  may  dM  Mib' 
lish  bruiches  under  tucb  circnmstanccB.  Ba 
tbU  is  a  qnestion  of  power,  sjid  thlg  bill  iarw 
them  with  ftall  authority  te  do  ao.  If  Ite  Up- 
lotuce  of  Now  York,  or  Penneylvuua,  w  aj 
other  State,  should  be  found  to  be  In  sucb  tmA 
tion  OS  I  bavo  supposed,  could  tlieie  b*  uf  m» 
rity  furnished  ag^nst  sncb  a  step  od  tbe  pu( 
of  the  directors  F  Nay,  is  it  not  fairly  to  b«  pn- 
Bumed  that  this  proviso  woa  Introdaoed  for  tbe  nit 
purpose  of  meeting  the  contingency  refemd  it? 
Why  eke  should  it  bave  been  introduced!  And  1 
snbnot  to  the  Senate,  whether  it  can  be  bdicH 
that  any  StMe  would  be  likely  to  tit  quietlj  dtit 
onder  anch  a  Hate  of  thingtT  la  a  great  Bieum 
of  public  interest,  thrir  patriotiBm  may  be  iucmB' 
fully  appealed  to;  but  to  infer  theur  aiKol  bw 
clrcumstancea  at  war  with  tmb  ia£et«noe,  I  aaH 
but  rc^rd  as  eoloukted  to  excite  ■  feeling  st  filt! 
enmity  with  tbe  peace  and  haniK»ij  of  lbs  cmiB]. 
I  must,  therefore,  regard  thia  olute  tt  Mtnu^ 
the  power  to  be  m  Congrew  to  entblish  officci^ 
diacoDut  in  a  State,  not  <m1j  without  ita  asaeai,  b« 
against  Its  diaesnt ;  and  to  regarding  it,  I  cunM 
sanction  it.  On  general  princifdea,  the  rijli  >> 
Congrew  to  preaoribe  terms  to  any  Slate,  inpta 
a  superiority  of  power  and  oontro),  depriTH  lb 
transaction  of  all  pretence  to  compact  between  Ibea. 
and  terminates,  as  we  have  teen,  in  the  tots!  ibn- 
nUon  of  freedom  of  action  on  the  part  id  iIk 
States.  But  further,  the  State  may  cxinesa,  >te 
the  most  solemn  fom  of  legidation,  tti  dJMSi, 
wUcb  may  Arom  time  to  time  IherBaftw  be  re|ieWd 
infill!  Tiew  of  its  own  interest,  whkbcMBaireth 
teparated  fr«m  the  wise  and  beneAcentopentiotd 
Itdt  Oovemment;  and  yet  CoDgraatnay.byTirM 
of  the  last  proviso,  overmle  Its  law,  and  if» 
gronnds  which,  to  Bim  Slate,  will  appesrU  rest « 
a  constructive  necetrity  and  propriety,  and  noilnf 
more.  I  regard  tbe  bill  M  OMerting  for  Cocfiai 
the  right  to  incorporate  a  United  States  fionb  >» 
power  and  right  to  cetablish  oSoea  of  discomil  ud 
deposit  In  the  tereral  Stalee  «f  ihisDnloD,  wiaw 
witboBt  their  consent;  a  principle  to  whid  I  bi" 
always  berol«^)re  been  oj^Kiaed,  and  whioh  at 

obl^n  my  suetlon.    And  wdtii*  sB  ««" 

-----  growing  out  of  ita  other  proriBmj 
be  HoBse  hi  wbioh  it  origiiaIcd,«B 
these  my  otjeciion 

W^anncoTOS,  Angnst  16,  1B41. 

The  nibment  the  reading  wu  eondnded,  ^ 
exoitement,  which  was  intanM,  w»  maniftdM 
in  the  gallery,  over  tlie  ehwr  of  the  Pretideoi 
of  the  Senate,  by  a  (bw  iiidic«ticBi*  of  ^^iw* 
and  dissent,  when 

Mr.  Bkuton  row  and  SMd:  Mr.  P™** 
there  were  biases  here,  at  tbe  retding «  * 
Presidential  Heasage.  I  heard  them,  ar,  •» 
I  feel  indignant  tliat  the  American  FtkhMm 
shall  be  insulted.  I  have  been  inanlled  br  »• 
hiMsa  of  raffiana  in  lliia  gallery,  when  opposu^ 
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tti«  old  Bunk  of  the  United  Statwi.  While  I  am 
liere,  the  Preddent  shall  never  be  inBalted  hj 
biwea  io  tiiia  hall.  I  ask  for  no  Bach  thing  aa 
eletring  the  galleries,  but  let  those  who  have 
nude  Uie  diatarbance  be  painted  ont  to  the 
Eergeant-at-Arma,  and  bo  tnmed  oat  &om  the 
Mlleries.  Those  who  have  dared  to  losnlt  our 
form  of  OovemmeDt — for  in  iosalting  this  Hea- 
nge  the;  have  insolted  the  ProaideDt  and  onr 
txm  of  Qoverament— those  rnffiaoei  who  would 
not  have  dared  to  insnlt  the  Eins,  sorroanded 
bj  bis  griard,  have  dared  to  Inanft  the  Ameri- 
can President  in  the  Ameriean  Senate ;  and  I 
nove  that  the  Sergeant-4t-Arms  be  directed  to 
cake  them  into  aoSuAj, 

Mr.  RrTBS  r^etted  that  any  disturbance  had 
tiLen  place.  He  doahted  not  bat  the  Senator 
thoDghthe  heard  it,bat  mastsay,  inall  sin 
Xj,  be  did  not  hear  the  hiaa.  At  all  events,  it 
was  BO  ritght  and  of  short  daration,  that  the 
majority  of  the  Senate  scarcely  heard  it.  He 
hoped  that  no  prooeediogs  of  this  kind  would 
take  plac«^  and  that  this  manifestation  of  dis' 
torbanee,  vrhen  so  deep  an  interest  was  felt, 
and  which  was  so  immediately  qnieted,  would 
be  paned  over.  The  general  oninioa  of  the 
Senators  around  him  was,  that  llie  honorable 
Senator  was  mistaken. 
Ur.  BssTON.  I  am  not  mistaken— I  am  not. 
Mr.  BiYES.  He  hoped  they  wonld  pass  it 
by,  ta  one  of  those  little  ebulUtions  of  excite- 
meat  which  were  unavoidable,  and  which  was 
not  offered  to  insolt  tluB  body,  or  the  President 
of  the  Doited  SUtea. 

Mr.  Bbhtos  heard  the  hiasea,  and  heard  them 
distinctly;  if  a  doubt  was  rinsed  on  it,  he 
would  bring  the  matter  to  a  question  of  fkot, 
"true  or  not  true."  No  man  ahonid  doabt 
whetbo'  he  heard  them  or  not.  He  came  here 
tUs  day  prepared  to  see  the  American  Pre^- 
deat  iasnfted  by  bank  bnllies ;  and  he  told  his 
friends  that  it  had  been  done,  and  that  tbey 
never  coold  proceed  in  action  on  a  Bank,  when 
the  American  Senate  would  not  be  insalted, 
either  by  hiaung  on  one  aide,  or  dapping  on 
the  oth^.  He  told  them,  if  it  was  done,  as 
nm  as  the  American  President  shonid  he  in- 
sulted this  day,  by  bank  ruffians,  jnat  so  sure 
he  ibonld  rise  in  bis  place  and  move  to  have 
tbow  difltnrbers  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  Senate  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 
Be  wonld  not  move  to  clear  the  galleries,  for  a 
thoDsand  orderiy  people  were  there,  who  were 
not  to  be  turned  out  for  the  distnrbanoe  of  a 
few  ruffiana.  He  wonld  tell  the  Senator  fi'om 
Tirginia  that  he  (the  Senator)  shoold  hang  no 
doabt  on  his  declaration  ;  and  if  It  were  doubt- 
mL  he  wonld  appeal  to  Senators  near  him. 
[Mr.  Valkkb.  I  will  answer,  moat  directly, 
that  I  heard  it,  and  I  believe  the  same  bully  is 
ninsonnow.]  A  National  Bank  (oontlnaed 
Mr.  B.)  is  not,  aa  yet,  onr  master,  and  shall  not 
be ;  and  he  wonld  undertake  Xa  vindicate  the 
honor  of  the  Senate,  from  the  outrages  perpe- 
WUA  on  it  by  the  myrmidons  of  a  National 
Bank.    Were  uw  Btavea  of  a  National  Bank  to 


have  the  privilege  of  insulting  the  B 
as  often  as  a  vote  passed  contrary  to  tjieir 
wishes!  It  was  on  audacity  that  must  be 
checked — and  checked  before  they  went  with 
arms  in  their  hands  to  fire  on  those  who  gave 
TOtea  contrary  to  their  wishes,  or  asaaaslnate 
them  on  their  way  home.  He  put  the  whole 
at  defiance — the  entire  Bank,  and  its  mynni- 

Mr.  Pbbstok  a^d  if  any  thing  had  ooonrred 
in  the  gallery  out  of  order,  it  should  be  strietly 
inquired  into  and  prmisbed.  He  himself  d^ 
not  hear  the  manifestations  of  disapproliation 
alluded  to  by  the  Senators  on  the  otiier  side; 
but  it  wai  anffioient  for  faim  that  the  Senators 
heard  it,  or  supposed  that  they  heard  it.  [Hr. 
BaNTOtf.  We  oidnot  fuppoMweheardit;  we 
knew  it.]  In  this  case,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  a 
formal  investigation  should  take  place.  It  was 
a  contempt  of  the  Senate,  and,  as  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  he  deaired  to  see  an  investigation — 
to  see  the  charges  fixed  on  acme  person,  and  if 
properly  sustained,  to  see  punishment  awarded. 
Manifestationa  of  praise  or  ceusnre  were  emi- 
nently wrong,  and  eminently  dangerous;  and 
it  waa  doe  to  every  member  of  the  Senate  that 
tbey  shonid  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  body 
by  checking  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  ifaformal 
motion  was  made,  it  wonld  be  diacovered  who 
had  caused  the  disturbance,  and  that  they 
would  be  properly  ponished. 

Mr.  BuoBAKAir  said  this  waa  a  very  solemn 
and  momentous  occasion,  which  wonld  form  a 
crisis,  perhaps,  in  the  politics  of  the  country ; 
and  he  should  hope,  as  he  believed  that  every 
American  citizen  ()resent  in  the  galleries  would 
feel  the  importance  of  this  crisis,  and  feel  dee^ 
ly  sensible  of  the  high  character  to  which  every 
man,  blessed  with  birth  in  this  free  country, 
should  aim.  He  heard,  distinctly  heard,  the 
hiss  referred  to  by  the  8<enator  from  Missouri, 
(Hr.  BnrroN,)  bat  he  was  bound  to  say  it  waa 
not  loud  and  prolonaed,  but  was  arrested  in  a 
moment;  he  believea  partly  fkim  the  Senator 
rising,  and  partly  ft'om  the  good  sense  and  good 
feeling  of  tne  people  in  the  galleries.  Under 
these  oircumBtancea,  as  it  only  commenced  and 
did  not  proceed,  if  he  had  thopowerof  persua- 
uon,  he  wonld  ask  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

[Mr.  BaxTOK.  I  never  will,  so  help  me 
Godi] 

He  thought  it  better,  far  better,  that  they 
proceed  to  the  important  busiaesa  before  them, 
under  the  consideration  that  ther  ahonid  not 
be  disturbed  hereafter :  and  if  they  were,  he 
wonld  go  aa  &r  as  the  Senator  from  Misaouri 
in  immediately  arresting  it.  He  wonld  much 
rather  go  oo  with  the  business  in  hand. 

Mr.  LtKN  reminded  the  Senate,  that  when  the 
Bank  bil!  had  passed  the  Senate,  there  was  a 
loud  manifeatation  of  approbation  in  the  gal- 
lery, of  which  no  notice  was  token.  He  be- 
lieved on  the  present  occasion  there  was  appro- 
bation aa  well  as  hiaaes;  but  both  were 
instantly  Buppfeeaed.    He  had  distiitotly  heard 
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both.  No  doubt  it  wu  the  promptness  with 
which  hb  coUeagne  had  got  up  to  check  the 
distorbanM,  which  had  preYented  it  from  going 
farther.  He  had  no  donht  some  law  ought  to 
be  paased  making  it  puniahablo  to  commit  any 
OQtraga  of  this  kind  on  either  House  of  Con- 
gress. 

Ur.  Mbbbiok  thoofht  with  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  tnis  was  a  very  solemn  oc- 
casion. There  had  been  tokens  of  assent  and 
dissent.  The  President  of  the  Senate  at  the 
moment  r^iped  very  hard  till  order  was  re- 
stored. Thedisorderwaabatmomentary.  He 
tnuted  some  allowanoe  would  be  made  for  the 
ezdtement  so  natural  on  the  occasion. 

Ur.  KiSQ  snggested  the  difficulty  that  might 
arise  out  of  pursning  the  matter  farther.  He 
}iad  witnessed  something  of  the  kind  once  be- 
fore, and  when  tlie  offender  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  great  embarrassment  was  created  by  not 
knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  him.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  pMs  over  the  matter,  and 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Message, 
or  to  the  qipointment  of  a  time  for  its  consider- 

The  Cbaib  explained  that  having  heard  some 
noise,  without  considering  whether  it  was  ap- 
protiation  or  disapprobation,  he  bod  called  the 
Senate  to  oi-der ;  bnt  could  not  say  that  be  had 
or  bod  not  heard  hisses. 

Hr.  Bites  explained  that  be  did  not  mean 
to  say  the  Senator  from  Hissonri  did  not  bear 
tbe  Lisses,  bat  that  be  bimself  did  not  hear 
them,  and  he  believed  many  gentlemen  aronnd 
him  did  not  hear  any.  But  as  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  avowedly  come  prepared  to  bear 
them,  no  doubt  he  did,  more  sensitively  than 
others.  He  would  ask  the  Senator  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  crush  which  the  mother  of  mon- 
sters bad  got,  and  not  bear  too  bard  on  the 
solitary  bank  ruffian,  to  use  bis  own  expression, 
who  had  disapproved  of  the  monster's  fate. 
He  hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  tbe 
motion. 

Mr.  Lrsv  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Vir^nia,  by  bis  own  remarks,  doubting  that 
there  were  any  biases,  had  forced  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  persist  in  having  the  proof. 
However,  he  now  nndei-stood  that  point  was 
settled ;  and  tbe  object  being  accomplished,  he 
hoped  his  colleague  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
Mr,  Fbeston  agun  expressed  bis  concurrence 
in  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  and  hoped 
effectaal  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  a  scene. 

Mr.  AuEiT  made  some  appropriate  remarks, 
and  concluded  by  stating  that  he  understood 
the  offender  was  in  custody,  and  expressed  his 
sorrow  for  having  done  what  he  was  not  at  the 
time  aware  was  an  offence ;  as,  therefore,  all 
the  ends  Iiad  been  accomplished  wbicb  his 
friend  bad  tn  view  when  he  refosed   to  with- 


Ur,  Vaucbii  sud,  when  tbe  Senator  from 


[«WC«fc 

Missouri  (Mr.  Bbntoh)  pledged  himself  natts 
withdraw  his  motion  to  arrest  the  in^fUgd 
who  had  Inanlted  Ibe  Senate  and  the  ooidiIit 
by  hisung  the  Message  of  the  PreddoDl  d 
the  United  States,  that  pledge  arose  from  th 
doubt  expressed  by  the  Benotor  from  Tu{inii, 
(Hr.  RtTBa,)  whether  the  hiidae  bid  t^ 
place.  That  doubt  was  now  solved.  Tbn 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  appeslsd  to  U 
friends  as  to  the  truth  of  the  (tict  staled  bjUm, 
he  (Mr.  'Walezs)  had  risen,  and  pointed  lottA 
portion  of  the  gallery  from  which  the  IMf 

Eroceeded.  Our  Assistant  Sergeant-st-ingi 
ad  proceeded  to  that  quarter  of  tbe  gaUor 
designated  by  him,  (Mr.  W.,)  and  thia  cffics 
had  now  in  bis  possession  one  of  the  oSendtn, 
who  acknowledged  his  iodecent  coudnct,  ai 
who  was  prepared  to  point  out  many  oftboR 
who  had  joined  him.  The  object  of  the  Ben 
tor  was,  therefore,  now  accompllEbed;  tbsEM 
of  the  indeoorom  was  establiuied,  ud  tbe  ot 
fender,  as  moved  by  the  Senator  fhnn  lliiMDi, 
was  now  in  oostody.  This,  Mr.  TF.  boped, 
would  be  Buffloient  punishment,  espceiiHj  it 
Mr.  "W.  understood  the  offender  expressed  )M 
penitence  for  the  act,  as  one  of  sudden  impdH. 
As,  then,  the  formal  trial  of  thisindividoalwwH 
occupy  mncb  time,  Mr.  W.  hoped  the  mitla 
would  be  droppedhere;  and  let  ns  procetd,  ■ 
required  by  the  constitution,  to  contoder  th 
Messa^  of  the  President  returning  the  Bml 
bill,  with  bis  objections.  This  Me9sage,&.V. 
B^d,  be  regarded  as  tbe  most  important  vliid 
emanated  from  an  American  Freafait 


and  under  circumstances  the  most  BolemnU^ 
imposing.  Tbe  President,  in  perfect  and  ^cn- 
ouB  consistency  with  a  long  life  of  nsefluiM 
and  honor,  has  placed  his  veto  upon  the  cbfl^ 
ter  of  a  National  Bank,  and,  Mr.  W.  wd,  bs 
heart  was  too  foil  of  gratitude  to  the  Give  of 
all  good  for  this  salvation  of  the  coontTy,  m^ 
rescne  of  tbe  constitution,  to  engage  Id  theM» 
ness  of  inflicting  punishment  upon  an  indltidiid. 
said  to  be  respectable,  and  who  had  in  p«t 
atoned  for  his  offence  by  the  expression  of  bs 
repentance.  Let  him  go,  then,  and  Aa  no  moi* 
and  let  us  proceed  to  tiie  consideration  dI  tbtf 
Yeto  Message,  which  he,  Mr.  V.,  h»d  «xA 
dently  predicted  at  the  very  commencemeDt  rf 
this  session,  and  recorded  that  opinion  it  ib 
date  in  tbe  Journals  of  the  day.  Maaj  tba 
doubted  tbe  oorrectneas  of  (his  prediction,  W 
he,  Mr.  W.,  whilst  he  stated  at  the  time  that  be 
was  not  authorized  to  speak  for  the  Prwfl*'* 
of  tbe  United  States,  based  his  conviction  ii]« 
his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tti.kb  as  a  mm  vM 
a  Senator,  and  upon  bis  long  and  eoo^sttiA 
opposition  to  tbe  creation  of  any  snch  Bank  si 
as  now  proposed  to  be  established. 
Mr.  BxHTON  said  he  had  been  infonned  by 
le  of  the  officers  of  tbe  flcnate,  (Mr.  B^) 
that  one  of  tbe  persons  who  made  the  disorder 
in  the  gallery  had  been  seiied  by  him,  »°d  iw 
now  In  custody,  and  in  the  room  of  tbe  6w- 
geant-at-Arms.  This  the  officers  had  v(^ 
properly  done  of  tbefr  own  motion,  and  »ilb- 
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dOt  Tuting  for  tbe  Senate's  order.  Thef  had 
doM  tbeii  datj,  and  his  motion  hod  time  been 
aeented.  Hu  motion  wu  to  seize  the  dis- 
onlerlj,  uid  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ile. One  had  been  seized ;  he  was  in  oostody 
iainadjobinx  room  ;  and  if  he  vas  still  acting 
couUmptDonuy  to  the  Senate,  he  should  move 
to  bring  him  to  the  bar ;  bnt  that  was  not  the 
ase.  He  was  penitent  and  contrite.  Be  ex- 
pressed his  sorrow  for  what  he  had  done,  and 
tali  he  had  acted  without  ill  design,  and  from 
BO  feelings  of  oontempt  to  the  President  or  Uie 
Seo&te.  Under  these  circnmstances,  all  was 
tccomplisbed  that  his  motion  intended.  The 
nun  is  in  cnslodj  and  repentant  This  is  saffl- 
cient  Let  him  be  discharged,  and  there  is  on 
end  of  the  affair.  His  motion  now  was  that 
tbe  Preudent  direct  him  to  be  discharged.  Mr. 
B.  Slid  lie  had  acted  from  reflection,  and  not 
from  im^nlse,  in  this  whole  aff'air.  Heexpect«d 
the  Preandeat  to  be  insulted :  it  was  incident  to 
the  kndation  on  National  Bank  charters. 
¥heD  the;  were  on  the  carpet,  the  Senate,  the 
Pretident,  and  the  American  people  must  all 
be  iosnlted  if  the  Bank  m7nnidous  are  disap- 

EoinCed.  He  told  his  family  before  he  left 
ume,  that  tbe  Senate  and  the  President  wonld 
be  insdted  hj  hisses  in  tbe  gallery  this  day, 
and  that  he  would  not  let  it  pass — that  it 
v'onld  be  an  insult,  not  merely  to  the  President 
soil  Senate,  bnt  to  the  whole  American  people, 
snd  to  their  form  of  Government— and  that  it 
■hoold  not  pass.  He  came  here  determined  to 
nip  this  buuness  in  the  hud — and  to  prevent 
a  insnlt  to  the  President  in  this  chamber  from 


Cy — we  know  the  insolence  of  their  mjrmt- 
i— we  kuDW  that  President  Tyler,  who  has 
aned  this  Teto  Message,  is  subject  to  their  in- 
ts— beginninehe^e,andfoHowmghimwhe^e- 
ererha  goes.  He  (Ur.  B.)  was  determined  to 
protect  him  here,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  set  the 
example  which  would  be  elsewhere  followed. 
He  repeated :  an  insult  to  the  I^^ident  for  an 
officisl  ftct,  was  not  an  iasolt  to  the  man,  but 
to  the  whole  American  people,  and  to  their 
form  of  Government.  Would  these  Bank  myr- 
midons inanlt  a  king,  sorrounded  by  his  guards) 
Ifot  at  alL  Then  they  should  not  insult  an 
Amerioan  President  with  impunity  wherever 
he  was  present,  la  tbe  Senate  or  ont  of  it,  he 
would  diefetid  the  President  from  personsl  out- 
rage and  indigni^.  As  to  the  numerous  and 
respectable  auditory  now  present,  his  motion 
did  not  reach  them.  He  hod  not  moved  to 
clear  the  galleries ;  for  that  would  send  out  the 
respectable  aadience,  who  had  conducted  them- 
lelv«*  with  proprie^.  Tlie  rule  of  order  was 
"  to  eUar  iht  galUrtei ;  "  bat  he  had  purposely 
avoided  that  motion,  because  the  disorder  came 
from  A  few,  and  tlie  respectable  port  of  the  an- 
diencA  ought  not  to  suffer  for  an  offence  inwbich 
thej  had  no  share.  Mr.  B.  said  the  man  being 
in  custody,  his  motion  was  execoted  and  au- 
Wou  Xrv.— 23 
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would  move  to  disobarge 

The  Prerident  of  tbe  Senate  ordered  him  to 

be  discharged. 

Cantideralionofth*  Ytta  Menagt. 
Mr.  Ci,AT,  of  Eentncky,  s^d  that,  as  a  Mes- 
sage had  been  received  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States,  returning  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  it  had  originated,  a  hill  for  tbe  charter 
of  a  Fiscal  Bank ;  which  bill,  having  been  pass- 
ed by  the  other  House,  bad  received  the  con- 
currence of  both  branches  of  the  Legislator^ 
and  been  presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  ha 
presumed  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Senate 
to  ^o  into  the  oonsideration  of  that  commnal- 
cation  at  this  moment.  It  would  scarcely  be 
treating  it  with  the  gravity  and  respect  dna  to 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  tbe  Government,  to 
enter  npon  such  discussion  before  tbe  paper 
had  been  printed,  and  time  had  been  given  for 
that  deliberate  consideratioa  of  its  contents 
which  obviously  ongbt  to  precede  auoh  a  de- 
bate. The  Senate  had  been  sufficiently  famUiar 
with  communications  of  this  kind  to  know  what 
course  it  was  proper  to  pursue,  even  bod  the 
constitution  len  it  without  any  directions.  Bnt 
that  instrument  bad  prescribed  the  course  to 
be  pursued.  It  directed  that,  when  a  bill 
shonld  be  returned  from  the  Prerfdent,  with 
his  objections,  the  objections  should  first  bo 
recorded  npon  the  journal,  and  then  tbe  body 
should  proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill ;  that,  if 
it  should  receive  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members,  it  should  be  sent  to  the  other  House 
of  Congress,  and  if  it  obtained  a  like  m^oritr 
there.  It  should  become  a  law,  tbe  President  s 
ot;Jections  notwithstanding ;  hat  if  not,  the  bill 
was  r^ected,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the 
measure.  He  had  risen  to  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate would,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  pro- 
ceed to  reconsider  the  President's  objections  to 
tbe  bill ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive communication  Just  received  be  laid 
upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Rives  suggested  to  tlte  Senator  from 
Kentnoky,  that  eleven  o'clock  would  be  a  pref- 
erable boor  to  which  to  postpone  the  conuder- 
Btioaof  thebill;  as  their  morning  hour  expired 
at  that  time,  and  it  would  be  better  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
than  to  spend  on  honr  on  the  land  bill,  and  then 
be  broken  off  to  take  np  this  hill.  Eleven 
'clock  was  the  hour  appointed  in  1882  for  tak- 
ig  np  Gen.  Jackson's  veto  Message. 
Mr.  Cut,  of  Kentucky,  preferred  12  o'clook; 
whatever  business  of  the  orders  of  the  day 
wonld  he  on  band,  ooold  be  passed  over  in- 
formally when  the  hour  came. 

Six  thousand  copies  of  tbe  Ifeasage  were 
then  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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HOUSS  or  BEPaxeBKTATIVES. 

Thebdat,  Aogost  IT. 
Bemin^t  Law. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Baskakd,  the  HonM  ag^ 
raolved  itself  into  0<Himiittee  of  the  Wbole  on 
tho  state  of  the  Union,  (Kr.  TiLUHoaABT,  of 
Khode  IsIoDd,  in  the  ohair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bili  from  the  Senate  to 
aetablish  a  nniform  sjatem  of  bankraptoy 
Uironghont  the  United  Btates. 

Tho  pending  qnestion  being  on  tbe  motion 
of  Mr.  Gordon,  of  New  York,  to  strike  ont  the 
enacting  olanse  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Babraw)  (churman  of  the  Jadidaiy 
Committee)  addressed  the  committee  in  reply 
to  some  of  the  argnmenls  which  had  been  orgod 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  oonclnding  with  a  re- 
newed and  most  nrgent  appeal  to  tbe  House  no 
longer  to  withhold  from  the  conntry  this  great 
measnre  of  relief  emandpation,  and  Jnstioe. 

Mr.  Su-TosarAu.  addressed  tlie  committee  at 
length  in  support  of  tbe  bit],  and  in  reply  to 
the  varions  objeotiona  which  had  been  urged 
against  it. 

Mr.  Bpbioo,  of  Eentackj',  then  took  the  floor, 
and  in  the  brief  apace  Plotted  him,  opposed 
the  bill  with  mach  eamestness.  He  was  called 
Tipon,  he  siud,  to  laj  the  foundation  atone  of  a 
B7stwn  which  he  knew  would  not  benefit,  in 
aaj  manner,  the  people  he  represented.  Be 
was  called  npon  to  sospend  the  operation  of 
the  laws  of  U^  own  StAto,  and,  indeed,  to  nulli- 
fy them,  for  the  benefit  of  sbvngera  to  it  In 
interest  and  feeling.  Eentncky  was  the  first 
Btate  in  the  TTnioo,  and,  indeed,  the  first  com- 
mnnitr  in  the  world,  that  abolished  imprison- 
ment for  debt ;  and  jet,  he  proclaimed  it  with 
pride,  that  there  was  no  conntrj  in  the  world 
where  the  obligation  of  oonbiKts  was  so  strictlj 
regarded,  or  where  their  performance  was  so 
easilj  enforced.  His  Tankee  fnends  who  conld 
live  on  tbe  ocean — live  b j  getting  fish,  and  live 
in  every  sort  of  way,  pretended  to  tell  him  that 
their  object  waa  to  oast  the  mantle  of  charitj 
and  humanity  over  those  who  were  preased 
down  by  misfortone ;  bot  he  knew  their  conrse 
fiill  well.  He  wished  to  Qod  he  had  time  to 
teace  the  whole  bankrupt  system  from  the  time 
of  Henry  IV.  down  to  that  of  Henry  VIII.,  for 
he  had  read  every  atatnte  that  had  been  pissed 
on  that  sn^ect,  and  he  knew  that  bankrupt 
laws  were  defd^^ed,  not  to  ^ve  relief  to  the 
debtor,  bnt  to  give  a  more  efficient  remedy  to 
the  creditor.  Did  not  his  old  friend,  Johk 
QmHOT  Adaks,  know  thist  We  twice  (said 
llr.  S.)  had  a  bonkmpt  system  in  this  country 
— first,  when  we  were  colonies  dependent  on 
Oreat  Britain,  and  afterwards  when  a  bankrupt 
bill  was  enacted  in  the  time  of  the  first  Adams, 
Irho  was  as  honest  a  man  as  ever  lived,  and 
did  not  pnt  bis  veto  upon  it  when  Congress 
paosed  it.  This  bill,  he  said,  was  not  wanting 
In  his  State,  for  he  repeated  that  there  waa  not 
a  ooQQtry  in  the  world  where  there  was  a  bet- 
ter ^Btem  for  the  enforcement  of  obligaUons 
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than  in  Eeotaoky,  and  he  oonld  col  contait  to 
let  his  Yankee  friends  make  laws  fiff  ber.  Et 
would  not  consent  fbr  New  York  or  Uatuckii- 
setts,  which  still  tolerated  iigprisotuneDt  for 
debt,  to  legislate  for  Eentacky.  Eeirooldldl 
th'e  people  of  the  Vest,  that  tbe  ol^eet  of  (Ha 
bill  was  to  bring  them  under  tbe  snrreillfflM 
of  Now  York  and  Now  England.  Pass  ttis 
bill,  ^Boid  Mr.  6,,)  and  yon  will  soonlaTettia 
qnestion  raised  whether  this  Government  mii 
release  men  fro:n  the  obligation  of  ccntracU 
— a  principle  that  he  never  could  give  his  cwi- 
seDt  to.  By  this  bill,  a  contract  mode  m  Zen- 
tucky  in  good  ffuth,  might  be  annulled,  if  iLe 
man  who  made  it  happened  to  owe  a  debt  in 
New  York  and  Boston.  And  all  this  (uid 
Mr.  8.)  comes  from  the  land  of  steady  hatilK 
He  thooght  the  Yankeea  were  the  last  men  in 
the  world  who  would  ask  the  Oovemmentfar 
relief.  He  thought  they  were  prudent,  inins- 
trions,  and  thrifty,  and  that  they  monsged  tleir 
afiairs  too  well  to  be  in  want  of  the  relief  if- 
fordod  by  bankrupt  laws.  Ifr.  S.  hererefeml 
to  the  relief  laws  passed  in  Eentncty  in  tirati 
of  unparalleled  distress — laws,  he  said,  not  to 
violate  contracts,  or  to  relieve  the  debtor 
from  his  debts,  but  tnerely  to  siuspend  eompcl- 
sory  proceedings  for  two  years ;  and  jet  U* 
merchants  of  the  Atlantic  States  endearing 
by  the  aid  of  the  Federal  courts,  to  set  asiii 
these  laws,  and  sabject  the  citizens  of  Kcntcdi 
to  imprisonment. 

The  Chair  here  interrupted  Mr.  S.,  tai  ui- 
formed  him  that  the  hour  had  arrived  vkn 
debate  must  cease. 

The'honr  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  con- 
inittee,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Eoaa 
of  this  morning,  proceeded,  without  Ibnltit 
debate,  to  vote  on  the  ameniuoents  pendiLg,  f 
that  might  he  oficred. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  the  mutice 
of  Mr.  GoBDOH  to  strike  ont  the  enacling  da^'o 
of  tbe  bill,  and  by  ayes  19,  noes  90,  it  was  re- 
jected. 


WsDinsDaT,  Aogost  18. 
IHieal  Banh^Teto  MtMoge. 

The  hour  of  twelve  hovinj  arrived,  the  Prw- 
ident  proclaimed  the  order  of  tbe  day,  wbirli 
was  the  consideration  of  the  objections  of  ili< 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  WD  Ati- 
tering  a  Fiscal  Bank. 

[The  gpUeries  and  lobbies  were  crowded,  in 
expectation  of  the  debate  which  had  been  wi- 
ticipated.] 

Mr.  Bebbikn  rose  and  said,  that  under  a  Wife 
of  duty,  he  was  induced  to  move  that  the  eea- 
slderation  of  the  Eiecntive  MessaeeacoompinT- 
ing  the  return  to  the  Senate  of  toe  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  Fiscal  Bant  be  ftirther  postpooea 
until  to-morrow,  12  o'dock. 

Mr.  Galbottv  said  that,  as  this  was  a  "TT 
extraordinary  motion,  the  votes  of  Senaloi* 
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apoD  it  onght  to  b«  recorded,  be  would,  tbere- 
fore,  demand  the  jreas  and  Days. 

Thej  wer«  <»der«d  acoordioglj,  and  stood  as 
foliowa : 

Tus.— Mean.  Archer,  Butow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berneo,  Choale,  CUjr  of  Kentuck;,  Clayton,  Diion, 
Etuis,  Graham,  HendenoD,  HuntinstOD,  Ker,  Hu- 
gam,  KetriA,  Hiller,  Horehead,  Phelpa,  Porter, 
Frcnliss,  Freston,  Riven,  SuamonB,  Saulii  of  Indluia, 
Southard,  Tallmadgc,  While,  and  Woodbiidge— S9. 

Km. — Hessn.  Allen,  Beoton,  Buchanan,  Cal' 
bona.  Oar  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  HcRnberts,  Kouton,  Nicholsori,  Kerce,  SsTier, 


BaidcmptBUL 

Hi.  ffALKXR  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the 

consideration  of  the  amendmaDte  of  the  House 


merely  to  Gx  as  the  time  for  the  bill  to  take 
etTect,  the  1st  of  February  next  Inatead  of  1st 
of  November,  and  another  merely  verbal. 

Hi.  Bibsien  briefly  explained  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BcoHANAK  B^d,  from  the  tone  of  the 
letters  he  had  received  from  politicians  diS^r- 
inj  with  him,  he  shonld  advise  his  friend  from 
UissiMippi  (Mr.  Walkxb)  not  to  be  qnite  so 
Kid  ta,  in  his  eagerneM  to  pass  this  bit],  to 
agree  to  this  amendment,  postponing  the  time 
for  it  to  take  effect  to  Febmary,  as  it  wonld 
be  repealed  before  its  operation  commenced ; 
although  it  was  now  made  a  price  of  the  pas- 
iiige  of  the  dlatrilmtion  bill.  He  felt  not  a 
particle  of  donbt  bnt  there  wonld  be  a  violent 
attempt  to  repeal  it  next  Besaion. 

jlfr.  BxNTOK.  They  will  attempt  to  repeal 
it  in  ten  days  after  the  oommeneement  of  next 
eeuionj 

Ur.  BuoHAMAs.  Ah  a  party  man^  he  wonld 
not  want  better  capital  than  this  bill  to  work 
00.  His  great  Direction  to  the  bill  was,  that 
it  would  enconrage  the  wild  spirit  of  specula- 
lioo  to  which  they  were  exposed,  and  which, 
ia  this  growing  country,  onffht  rather  to  be 
^Mtramrf.  It  would  have  the  effect  of  driv- 
ing speculation  tcf  the  highest  madness,  by  in- 
forming every  man,  in  case  ho  failed  to  win 
the  golden  prize,  he  might  blot  out  his  obliga- 
tions and  commence  again.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Ur.  WAI.KBB  aaid  when  bis  friend  from 
FeimsylTanla  spoke  of  bts  being  "soft,"  he  did 
not  know  whetiier  he  referred  to  bis  bead  or 
Heart  Bat  he  was  not  soft  enongh  to  ran 
t^  chance  of  defeadng  this  bill  by  sending  it 
™^  to  the  HoDse.  The  Senator's  argamenta 
»ere  rather  "  softer  "  than  usnal,  for  if  it  were 
to  Im  repealed,  in  case  the  tjme  before  its  going 
into  operation  were  extended,  it  would  be  an 
u^ttonal  reason  why  the  Senator  shonld  anp- 
pert  the  amendment. 


'  Mr.  MoBuuuD  asked,  in  oaae  they  postponed 
the  operation  of  the  bill,  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  the  measure  to  the  people,  and 
give  the  Congress  a  chance  to  repeal  it,  if  that 
was  "  goading  on  the  Senator  to  madness?"  If 
it  were  repealed,  it  would  be  becanse  the 
people  willed  it,  and,  if  so,  he  would  venture 
to  say  that  the  Whig  party  wonl4  concur  in  it. 
He  was  glad  that  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
If  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  not 
want  a  Bankrupt  bill,  the;  would,  bj  this 
amendment,  have  an  opportunity  to  repeal  itj 
and  thef  would  go  before  the  people  with  it, 
and  they  might  come  here  on  the  1st  Monday 
in  Daoember  and  have  an  issne  on  it,  if  they 

Mr.  BuoHAKiK  Hud  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Morsbbad)  had  miannderatood 
him.  He  bad  remarked  that  the  operation  of 
a  bankrupt  law  generally,  would  have  a 
tendency  to  goad  on  the  ^irit  of  speculation 
to  madnesa.  He  had  stated  that  those  who 
wonld  "log-roll,"  and  vote  for  the  distribution 
hill  to  get  Uie  bankrnpt  bill,  mi^bt  be  deceived. 
The    diWibution   bill   went    mto    operation, 

'  '"      '     '       "  '  I  be    poetponed 

time  migiit  be 
repealed. 

Mr.  Oalrouit  did  not  concur  with  hts 
fHend  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  would 
be  any  effort  to  repeal  this  bill.  It  wonld  be 
exceedingly  popular  at  Its  first  "go  off;  "  and 
if  this  bill  passed,  he  hoped  that  none  of  his 
friends  wonld  attempt  to  repeal  it.  It  would, 
if  permitted  to  work,  produce  its  legitimate 
effects,  and  was  enongi)  to  destroy  any  Admin- 
istration. He  saw  that  thia  was  a  doomed 
Administration.  It  would  not  only  destroy 
them,  bnt  blow  them  "  sky  high." 

Mr.  PaxaroN  said  his  feelings  had  been 
very  much  agunst  the  bill.  He  bad  voted 
against  the  engrosiment,  but  this  amendment 
was  good  in  itself,  and  he  should  support  it. 

Mr.  Alurt  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protracting  the  discussion,  but  to  moko' 
a  motion.  The  afFeot  of  the  amendment  to 
this  bill,  adopted  by  the  Eonsa,  was  to  post- 
pone ita  operation  until  the  Ist  of  February 
next.  Now,  one  of  the  reosona  given  by  the 
Walrb)  for 
moving  to  lar  the  Lan^  bill  on  tlie  table,  and 
calling  np  this  bill  at  this  particnlar  time,  was 
that  the  unfortunate  persons  who  expected  to 
find  relief  in  this  bill,  might  have  that  relief 
instantly,  and  not  sleep  another  night  without 
it  The  bill  was  taken  np  with  the  view  of 
imparting  to  these  nnfbrtunate  beings  the  cer- 
tain knowledge  that  they  were  to  be  relieved 
by  this  bill.  After  it  was  taken  up,  it  was 
found  tliat  the  object  of  the  amendment  was 
to  poetpone  the  relief  for  a  longer  time.  And 
the  reason  given  for  the  amendment  made  . 
by  the  Honse,  was  to  allow  a  snbseqnent 
Congress  the  opportnnlty  to  am«id  it,  or 
altogether  repeal  the  bill.  The  reason,  there- 
fbre,  for  the  delay  in  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
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going  along  vilb  the  bill  itaelt,  w  far  ttoi 
cHTTing  a  oertointr  of  relief  to  the  sufferera, 
would  oanr  a  mera  tADtaliaag  hope,  lliat  on 
the  happening  of  a  contingenoj' the  relief  is  to 
be  administcnred.  The  oi^eot  of  the  aniend- 
ment  itttUt,  as  itsted,  viz :  to  give  a  fatnre 
OoDgrew  an  opjwrtnnity  to  review  this  not, 
waa  a  dMlaretfon  to  tbeae  bankropta  that  thef 
were  not  to  be  relieved  till  a  fatore  OongreM 
ihould  hare  reviewed  the  act.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  la;  that  this  mode  of  legtoladon 
wonid  not,  as  a  general  rale,  be  well,  if  noiver- 
■an J  adopted ;  on  the  oontrary,  it  would  be  Ur 
better  for  the  coontr]',  if  all  the  laws  which 
would  deeply  and  pennanenlly  affect  the 
ooDDtry,  were  reqaired  by  the  constitatioa  to 
be  passed  by  two  Congresses  beAire  they  went 
into  operation.  He  believed  it  would  be  a 
wholesome  provision  with  respect  to  all  laws, 
except  those  which  might  be  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  ooontry ;  and  sa  the  Senator 
from  Keutncky  hiid  ascertained  this  principle 
to  be  a  Democratio  principle — to  allow  the 
people  time  to  ro-eiamine  onr  acts,  and  com- 
municate to  a  snbseqoent  Oongrees  their  decis- 
ion— he  thoDght  he  wonid  do  justice  to  him- 
Klf  if  he  wonid  extend  this  principle  to  the 
Land  hill,  and  vote  with  hira  (Ur.  Aixur)  to 
postpone  ltd  operation  to  the  flnt  of  Febnury 
next.  This  wonid  seem  to  be  no  more  than 
right,  becanse  it  was  laid  here  that  one  of 
these  bills  was  made  dependent  on  the  other. 
It  was  by  loff-roUing  that  these  bills  were  to 
be  passed',  and  if  these  contracting  parties 
intended  to  deal  in  good  fwth,  they  sbonld 
make  both  ends  of  the  contract  take  effect  at 
the  same  time,  and  depend  on  the  same  oon- 
^gency,  by  giving  to  this  Land  bill  as  to  the 
Bankrapt  bill,  a  SQspension  of  its  operation  till 
the  first  of  Febmary,  so  that  there  shonld  be 
no  opportnnity  for  one  party  to  delnde  the 
other;  he  meant  the  parties  to  theee  two  con- 
tracts. 

It  was  the  otijeot  of  thli  bankmpt  bill  not 
to  relieve  immediately  the  present  anffbrers, 
hnt  simply  to  go  before  the.conntry  with  it, 
and  let  it  be  decided  on ;  and  as  this  was  the 
case,  he  proposed  to  lay  it  before  them  in  the 
forD}<tf  a  "bill,"  and  not  a  "law."  He  there- 
fbre  moved  the  postponement  of  this  (the  bank- 
rapt)  bill  till  the  first  of  Febrnary  next. 

After  some  oonversation  as  to  its  being  in 
order  at  this  stage  of  prooeedingi^  to  lay  a  bill 
on  the  table,  the  quMtion  was  taken  and  the 
motion  r^eeted,  as  follows ; 


Woodboiy,  Wri^t,  and  Taoi^— !8. 

Nats.— Ueasi*.  Barrow,  B^at,  Biyinl,  Berrien, 
Cboale,  CUy  of  EeDtaoky,  Clayton,  Dlioo,  Etuib, 
EendeiBon,  Huntington,  Ker,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
JGller,  Horehead,  Hoalon,  Fhdps,  Porter,  Slnmions, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Soathard,  Tallnudge,  Walker, 
White,  and  Woodbridge— «. 


Theqneation  was  th«i  taken,  and  tin  hmbI- 
menta  of  the  Boose  of  BepreoentaliTn  wtn 
oononrred  in  without  a  division. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  llaxocK,. 

The  Senate  Uien  adjonmed  at  S  o'clock. 


HOUBK  OF  BEPKKeXHTATTVXB, 

WuntKBDAT,  Angnst  16. 
Bankrupt  BiU. 
Vr.  a&HBu  rose,  and  moved  a  reeoniidcn- 
tion  of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  whidi  tka 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  estnbliih  a  nnifonit  tj)- 
tcm  of  bankraptcT  throngfaont  the  UiilM 
States  had  becm  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  O.  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  whou 
among   the   nnmber   of  those    who  bid  it 

The  SpxAxaa.    The  qnestitn  is  not  deUt 

Vx,  GuiBLB.  I  move  the  previoos  qntftitB 
on  the  motion  to  reoonsider. 

The  Spbakxb  said  there  was  no  BeocKitr  » 
to  do,  as  the  motion  to  reooosider  a  vots  Ujiif 
a  subject  on  the  Uble  (which  latter  molio 
admitted  of  no  discnasion)  waa  not  debatibk. 

And  the  qnestion  recnrrinK  on  the  motioii  <i 
Ur.  Oamblx  to  reconrider  Uie  voI«  by  whkb 
the  bankrupt  bill  and  amaudmanta  hid  toa 
laid  on  the  table — 

Ur.  FaoFFiT  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  -wtiA 
were  ordered ;  and,  b«ng  takoi,  were  at  fol- 
lows :  yeas  108,  nays  98. 

So  the  vote  was  reoonridered. 

Mr.  SoLi.Ba  rose  and  inqtured  of  tb 
Speaker  whether,  the  voto  having  been  n- 
considered,  the  qnestion  recorred  on  the  mrtio 
to  lay  the  bill  and  amendmenta  on  the  tablet 

The  Speakzb,  Tes;  nnleas  the  gentlona 
who  made  that  motitm  withdraws  iL 

So  the  motion  was  not  withdrawn. 

And  the  qnestion  recnrring  ontbatmo&iv 
(to  wit,  to  lay  the  bill  and  ameodmeDta  on  tlit 
table}-- 

Mr.  Bakkasd  asked  the  yeas  and  bi;^ 
which  wore  ordered :  and  being  takeo,  were  » 
follows:  yeas  68,  nays  118. 

So  the  bill  and  amendmeDta  were  not  laid  <a 
the  table. 

[Here  Mr.  Emo  introdnoed  the  hinantM 
John  T.  Btuabt,  membw  elect  from  the  &«" 
of  Illinois,  who  was  qnalihed,  and  took  ha 
seat]  ,    . 

And  the  qnestion  reonrrfng  on  ooncumiijffl 
the  amendment  (to  the  ITth  section)  rqxntM 
from  the  Oommittoe  of  the  Whole  <»  ""e  «^ 
of  the  Union,  and  which  amendment  paaQoaai 
the  time  at  which  the  bill  waa  to  go  mW  ofU- 
ation  until  the  first  day  of  Febrnary  neA  (t« 
original  day  fixed  in  the  bill  being  thtlnt<lV 
of  November  enrrent,)  , , 

The  qneation  waa  taken,  and  the  anuaoDHat 
was  ooneiuTed  in,  and  ordered  to  U  *" 
grossed. 
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And  the  bill  (as  ameodedj  vu  ordered  to  it 
third  renins  at  this  time. 

And  the  bill  haviDg  been  read  a  third  time 
br  its  title,  and  the  qoention  being  on  the  final 
pMBtge  thereof,' 

Hi.  Bueoa  moved  the  previens  qnestioa. 

Vr.  Wisa  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoiue,  remarlc- 
iitg  that  he  made  the  motion  that  it  might  be 
MCQ  vho  dodged  this  queetion. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  passage 
<tf  the  bill)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Ur.  Cliftobd  asked  the  jeaa  and  tOtjA,  whioh 
were  ordered. 

And  the  main  qnestioD,  "Shall  this  biU 
pus?"  was  then  taken,  and  decided  io  the 
ifllrmative,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Hems.  Adams,  AUeo,  &  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
S,  BidMWck,  Bsker,  Bomard,  BUdc,  BUir, 
.  Sorden,  Bnggs,  Brocdnraj,  Bronsoo,  H. 
Brown,  Burnell,  Cslhoim,  ^iob.  J.  Campbell,  Cani- 
iben,  Oiildi,  Chittenden,  J.  C  Clarii,  a  N.  Clarfce, 
Coweii,  (^anston,  OsTens,  Cashing,  Q.  Davis,  Williaiii 

C.  DiwMD,  John  B.  Dawson,  D^t^rrj,  John  Edwitds, 
Everett,  Fcsseoden,  lUlmare,  A.  L.  Foster,  OafflUa, 
GiUs,  F.  0.  Goods,  Greig,  EabeTshsm,  Hall,  Qalsted, 
W.  8.  Htftiogs,  Henrj,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Jss. 
Irrin,  WUiam  W.  Irwin,  Jsmes,  W.  C.  Jobnsoo,  I. 

D.  Jones,  J.  P.  Kennedf,  King,  I^ne,  Lawrence, 
Liniii,&  Hasan,  HaUiiDt,  Hsiwell,  Us:rnard,  Heri- 
welber,  Koore,    Ifoigan,   Horris,  Morrow,   Nisbet, 


BCntton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Tiiisferro,  Kchanl  vK' 
Thompson,  Tillinghiut,  Tolsnd,  Tomlinson,  Tsn 
RenaseUer,  Wallace,  WarreD,  K  D.  White,  J.  L. 
While,  T.  W.  Williuns,  Lewis  WilUsms,  Christopher 
B.  WiUisms,  J.  L.  Williams,  Winthrap,  Wood, 
Torke,  A.  Toong,  and  John  Toung — 110. 

Hits. — Messn.  L.  W.  Andrews,  AiringtOD,  Atber- 
IM,  Banks,  Beeaon,  Bidladi,  Birdse^e,  Botts,  Bowns, 
Bojd,  A.  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  J,  Brown,  Burke, 
Wiliism  Butler,  William  0.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cald- 
wcU,  Pstrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B. 
(^mpbdl,  Ctrj,  Ch^Husn,  Cliffonl,  Clinton,  Coles, 
CriMe,  Dmlel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Desn,  Doan,  Doig, 
Ksstmsn,  Jolui  0.  Bdwaids,  %l>ert,  Ferris,  John  6. 
l^jd,  Chsries  A.  FloTd,  Fomance,  T.  F.  Foster, 
Gentry,  Oerrj,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  W.  0.  Goode,  Gor- 
den,  Gnhim,  Gustine,  Harris,  John  Hsstlngs,  Hajrs, 
BOImH,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter, 
Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 


duod,  Thomss  F.  Msrshsll,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Me- 
dill.  Miller,  yewhaid,  Pumenter,  Fajne,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Frofflt,  Bsmse;,  Reding,  Rmcher, 


Ward,  wi«etBOn,  Weller,'westbrook,  J,  W,  Wil- 
hanM,  and  Wise— 106. 


mesiIATK. 

TarmsDAT,  Angost  16. 

J}uturbaneti  in  the  QallerUt  and  at  (A«  Prttt- 

denVt  Houie. 

The  following  resoUtion,  submitted  fester> 
daj  bj  Mr,  Woodbdbt,  was  taken  op : 

JUiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ibe  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  extent 
and  character  of  the  distnibaiicea  in  the  galleries  of 
the  Senate  on  two  oooasions  U  the  preset  extra  Be» 
uon — one  on  the  final  paaeage  of  the  bill  for  a  fiscal 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  one  on  the  reading 
of  the  veto  of  said  bill ;  and  that  thej  report  whether 
an;,  and  what,  further  UglsUlion  ms;  be  neceasarj 
to  prevent  or  punish  similar  inlerruptioiiB  of  the  pub- 
lic business  hereafter. 

Also,  that  the  s^d  committee  inquire  snd  report  in 
respect  to  the  disturbsnces  st  or  near  the  Preddenfs 
House  on  the  night  ensuing  the  said  veto ;  Uie  de- 
scription and  otject  thereof ;  the  numbers  and  namee 
of  the  persons  coocenied  in  tbem,  so  far  as  eta  be 
sscertained ;  the  punishment,  if  laj,  to  whidi  the]' 
have  been  eulqected  b;  the  otvil  auAoritles  for  a 
breaoh  of  the  poblio  peue,  or  for  riotous  snd  tumult- 
nous  bdisviar  on  that  occasion ;  snd  to  recommend 
any  additional  measuies,  of  a  l^islaUve  character  or 
otherwise,  whidi  maj,  in  their  opinion,  be  proper  for 
the  protectiOD  of  the  difierent  branches  (^  the  Gen- 
eral Government  from  violent  moIestaUon,  dlatuib- 
ance,  and  interruption,  while  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  public  duties  In  tbo  city  of  Washing- 
ton. And  lud  committee  Is  hereby  anthoriied  to 
■end  for  persons  and  papers. 

Ur.  WooDBBBT  observed  that,  as  this  was  ft 
resolntion  looking  merelj  to  inqiury,  he  should 
not  detun  the  Senate  hy  anj  remarks,  unless 
the  passage  of  the  resolotion  was  opposed. 

ib.  Merbiok  objected  to  the  resolntion.  He 
oonld  see  no  propriety  in  imposing  this  dutj 
on  the  Committee  on.  t^e  Bistnct.  He  denied 
that  the  Senate  hod  a  right  to  interfere  with 
the  people  of  the  District,  whether  they 
choose  tobarj  theBankbillor  torqjoioe  attb« 
veto. 

Ur.  WooDBUBi  Rud  the  resolution  pn^MMed 
that  the  inquiry  be  mode  bj  the  Committee 
on  the  Disb'ict  of  Colniubia,  for  tbtt  mani- 
fest reasons.  The  evil  compluned  of  wqs  a 
violent  interrnption  of  the  qniet  of  some  of 
the  branches  of  the  Government,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  tbeir  public  duties  in  this  District, 
set  apart  and  conseorated  to  tliat  olgect. 

Tlus  oommittee  has  the  general  Bupervisioa 
over  all  the  ooncems  of  this  District;  and  the 
most  material,  the  most  vital  of  them,  to  the 
whole  conntrir,  as  welt  as  to  the  permanent 
inhabitants  of  the  (en  milei  tquan,  reserved 
for  this  great  object,  is  the  tranqnil  and  undis- 
torbed  performance  of  it. 

Otherwise  it  will  be  seen  that  the  oontia- 
nance  of  our  sessions  in  this  city  becomes 
endangered,  and  the  representatives  of  thei 
people  and  Stat^  if  unable  to  te^^ate  without 
violent  molestation,  being  but  three  oi  four 
hundred  among  thooa&nds,  most  return  to  their 
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coDstitaentB,  or  proteot  theinselves  b;  physi- 
cal force.  Wfa&t  would  be  the  iqjnrj  thus  in- 
flicted OD  private  interests  here,  and  the  re- 
proach cast  on  our  free  institutions!  Nor  is 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  rendered  unneoes- 
BBiy,  as  the  Senator  from  Uarjlaud  supposes, 
because  the  disturbances  in  this  chamber  were 
nt  the  time  pgsaed  over  witlunit  punishmeDt 

That  was  done  beoaase  thej  were  not  Terj 
general,  and  were  in  one  case  apolooizod  for 
on  thespot.    Bnt  eventhen  Bomegenuenienac- 

Jniesced  in  overlooking  them,  onlj  onder  a 
otermination  to  pass  new  lawn,  if  found  to  be 
proper,  in  order  more  fnllj  either  to  deter  or 
to  pnnieb  similar  oatbreolcB  hereafter. 

»c  in  respect  to  tbe  violent  and  disgraceful 
oatrages  which  ainc«  happened — not  over  va- 
rious and  remote  portioos  of  ttie  citj,  as  inti- 
mated, but  at  the  Eiecntive  residence — before 
ilia  veiT  door  and  windows.  Nobody  haa 
pBMed  it  over,  and  nobod;  in  favor  of  bw, 
order,  or  decensy ,  ooght  to :  mtiTersal  reproba- 
tion and  scorn  are  ane  to  it  I  understand, 
however,  that  the  Senator  objects  more  to  the 
tnqairy  into  facts  than  to  the  inqnirj  into  the 
proprietr  of  Airther  legislation. 

Bnt  it  would  be  very  difficnlt  to  Judge 
whether  additional  leglalstion  was  necessary  or 
not,  till  it  was  first  ascertuned,  on  evidence, 
whether  the  facts  were  of  a  description  and 
character  which  conld  not  be  prosecuted,  or, 
if  prosecuted,  could  not  be  punished  sufBcient- 
Ij  nnder  the  existing  laws.  For  if  they  could 
be,  then  there  had  been  de&ult  and  neglect  by 
the  civil  authoritiea,  in  not  nipping  in  the  bad, 
and  preventing,  the  lust  disturbance  of  the 
Execntive  Department  at  the  Execntive  Man- 
Then  there  would  be  still  more  culpability 
in  them,  if  they  did  not  proceed  and  moke  a 
public  examjile  of  the  real  iJffenderfl.  He 
trusted,  from  information  before  bim,  and  as- 
surances received  from  several  highly  respects 
able  inhabitants  of  the  city,  that  they  felt  mach 
indignation  at  these  riotous  ontbreaka,  and 
intended  to  visit  on  the  oulprita  who  caused 
them  the  whole  severity  autiiorized  by  existing 
laws. 

It  will  not  do  to  overlook,  sg«n  and  again, 
such  reproachful  occnrreacea.  This  conrse 
would  be  an  encouragement,  and  make  even 
ourselves  indirect  participators  in  the  ofienoes. 

It  was  dao,  also,  to  the  individual  liberty 
and  private  rights  of  the  people  at  large,  that 
this  inquiry  shonid  be  hod ;  and  any  legisla- 
tion could  then  be  adopted  which  might  be 
projier  to  protect  any  supposed  offender  from 
nnosnol  or  extraordinary  trial  and  paniahment 
incident  to  the  summary,  harsh  proceedings 
common  on  these  oocaaioas. 

This  was,  and  shonid  continue  to  be,  a  land 
of  taws — laws  not  vague,  bnt  dear,  well  known, 
and  mild  aa  was  oonsistent  with  the  due 
aecnrity  of  property,  character,  and  life. 

We  had,  already,  after  the  trial  of  Jndge 
Peek,  passed  new  acta  of  Congress  in  lelaUm 


to  the  traiunillity  of  jndidal  prooeedingL  It 
had  defined  what  should  ccHistitnte  oooUBptii 
and  had  limited  their  ptmisbmeDt.  h.  imm 
coarse  seemed  to  be  required  in  relttka  to  Ik 
protection  of  le^elative  and  exe«alive  pncMd- 
mg;s  from  violation  and  intMrnptioa,  to  thit 
which  had  been  adopted  in  reqiect  to  the 
Judiciary.  Whenever  obstmcted,  the  tent 
annoyed  not  merely  the  pnblic  agents,  M 
obstmcted  tlie  exeontion  of  the  recorded  «ill 
of  the  twenty-Hx  States,  and  the  Hraika 
milliona  of  the  population. 

But  our  indignation  at  any  supposed  didnA- 
ances  of  the  pnblic  qniet,  of  pnblio  pnstf, 
and  pabllo  rignta,  in  and  through  the  public 
agents,  should  not  at  any  time  lead  us  suadielT 
into  the  exercise  of  too  great  severitj  or  too 
unlimited  a  discretion.  HenceL  for  th«  safttj 
of  the  citizen,  when  arraigned,  as  wdl  «s  ^ 
the  preservation  of  the  pnrity  and  Baetedacc 
of  the  great  representative  principle  in  tm* 
acting  the  most  important  pnblic  bosiMB 
through  delegated  agents,  I  trast  tUa  rtuls- 
tion  will  pass. 

Mr.  Mbbsice  reit«rated  his  objectiDUBtotb 
resolntion.  They  might  reouesl  the  em- 
mittee  to  report  snch  amraiiiments  to  'itk 
rules,  if  it  was  deemed  necessary,  ss  to  p«- 
tect  the  Senate  in  the  exercise  of  its  Itsiilitin 
fnnctions;  bnt  he  objected  to  sending  Wim- 
mittce  beyond  the  walls  of  the  cspitoL  Aitt 
the  disturbanceti  at  the  Exeeative  musiift 
he  had  been  informed  that  they  ori^iaitcJ  1° 
a  number  of  persons  assembling  with  nniK 
for  the  purpose  of  complimenting  the  Pnwirt 
with  a  serenade  for  vetoing  the  Bank  luL 
While  proceeding  there,  a  nnmber  of  Mis 
peraons,  of  contrary  sentiments,  J(dn«d  tk 
procesMon,  and  their  expressions  of  dis^pwl* 
tion  overpowered  those  of  apprabatioD  (im 
by  the  friends  of  the  veto. 

Mr.  Kino  spoke  in  terms  of 
robation  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  _ 
tive  for  the  conscientiona  performancs  oft'- 
cial  duty.  If  the  authorities  of  tins  city  kit 
not  the  power  to  repress  these  tanniltoii? 
assemblages,  it  shonid  oe  given  to  then  vIm 
the  charter  of  the  city  come  up  for  rerisi« 
which,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  postpoorfl»- 
yond  the  next  session.  If  the  aothoriri«  il- 
ready  had  the  power  over  this  subject  h*  '* 
sorry  to  say  there  did  not  appear  to  hn*  bw 
a  proper  exercise  rf  it.  Had  the  Kayw  [»« 
to  pat  down  riots,  and  arrest  the  riot*",  'b* 
they  were  before  his  face)  Has  he  arrested  tiw' 
If  not,  then  the  blame  retts  npon  his  b(M. 

Mr.  Fbbston  spoke  at  oonsidentda  !««»■ 
and  attributed  the  disorderly  proceeding  ^ 
the  inefficiency  of  the  police  irf  tlio  city. 

Mr.  KwG  conoarred:  with  the  Senitof  ^ 
Sooth  Carolina,  that  the  city  greatly  dmm; 
more  efficient  police  than  its  iinporeridw 
condition  would  aaUioriie  it  to  nuinnin.  m 
he  was  disposed  to  assist  them  in  lliii  ■■'^'■l'''' 
It  would  be  better,  however,  in  his  op^ 
that  thU  whole  snl()eot  shonU  bo  po^«* 
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nsCil  the  next  BeaaioD,  and,  with  the  oonsent 
d  hia  honorable  friend  from  New  Dampehire, 
ie  would  move  to  poetpoae  his  resolntion  also 
to  the  next  wsuon. 

ill.  WooDBUKT  aoid  this  motion  to  poatpone 
to  the  next  sesuon  wm  founded  on  the  ad- 
nitted  propriety  of  inqaiiy  and  legislation. 
So  br  from  Kiring  the  go-bj'  to  the  measure, 
it  vsB  d«daed  that  further  time  might  be 
hid  for  ooDsideration  before  action,  and  less 
haite  and  more  ooolneu  prevuled  at  that  time 
tlun  could  now  be  expected.  Aa  action, 
eScieot  notion,  of  some  kind,  was  then  intend- 
ed to  be  bad,  he  should  not  reust  the  delay 
deared,  at  a  time  so  near,  he  hoped,  to  the  close 
«f  the  prowmt  sesgion. 

£anbrupt  Act. 
The  Bankrupt   bill    was    returned   to   the 
Sotate  with  tbe  Preaident'a  Hignatnre, 

luteal  Bant  Veto. 

The  Iionr  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the 
CHi.ro  Runonnoed  the  special  order  of  the  day 
—^  bill  to  inoorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
FiMul  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Ueuage  of  the  Preddeat  refusing  his  assent 
thereto. 

Vr.  Cut,  of  Kentuokfj  spoke  for  aboat  an 
hour  and  a  halt,  oondemning  the  oonrse  of  the 
IVesident,  in  refusing  his  aanctkon  to  the  bill. 

Ur.  Bim  replied  to  iir.  Cut,  and  vindi- 
cated the  Prewdent's  course. 

The  debate  was  farther  participated  In  by 
UeasrtL  Abosib  and  Bbsbirn. 

The  qneatioa  was  then  (at  half-past  6 
o'doek)  taken  anew  npon  the  passage  of  the 
Bank  bill,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
Mom: 

Tub.— Hevn.  Butdw,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benieo, 
Qioate,  Clay  of  Sentodcy,  DUon,  Evans,  Graham, 
Hadsnon,  HnntlDgton,  Eer,  Haiigum,  Uenlcli, 
HMv,  MorelxMd,  Porter,  Plenties,  PrMton,  Simmons, 
Soiith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  lUlmadge,  White,  and 
Woodbride^— 26. 

SiTK-^eenv,  Alien,  Ardier,  Benton,  ButJianan, 
Cdhoiui,  Clay  of  Alahaina,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
King,  Umi,  UcRoberts,  Uoaton,  Mifholson,  Reroe, 
Rjvra,  Sevier,  Stmgeon^  T^ppan,  Walker,  WilliamB, 
Woodbury,  Wri^t,  and  Yoimg— 24. 

There  not  being  the  constitutional  in^ority 
of  two-tbirds  in  bvor  of  the  bill,  which  would 
be  reqnisita  to  entitle  it  to  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  RepreeentAtives  for  the  like  oonour- 
rence  there,  tba  bill  remains  finally  rejected. 

The  Senate  then,  otter  aa  exhausting  session 
of  uven  hours,  adjourned. 


Fbidax,  August  30. 

Booeiland  Covnty  (,Viryinia)  Petition. 

Mr.  Oalboch  flfdd  that  he  rose  to  present, 

by_  reqneet,  the  preamble  and  resolnttons  of 

cituens  of  the  county  of  Goochland,  on  the 

important  questions  which  have  been  afptdtai 


in  the  Benftte  daring  the  present  session.  The 
resolutions  condemn,  in  strong  and  jnst  terms, 
Bank,  Distribution,  Tariff,  and  the  whole  (rf 
that  batch  of  measures.  Among  the  resoln- 
Uons,  there  is  one  paying  a  high,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  deserved  compliment  to  the  patriotic 
conduct  of  Mr.  Wib«,  Mr.  HnsTBB,  Mr.  Mal- 
LOBT,  and  Mr.  Giuub,  during  i,he  present  ses- 
sion, and  another,  which  warmly  ^iprovea, 
in  advance,  the  veto  on  the  Bank  bill.  On  the 
last  of  these  resolutions  he  hoped  he  would  be 
permitted  to  indulge  in  a  few  remarks.  He 
concurred  heartily  with  the  meeting  in  the 
approval  of  the  veto.  It  wonld  do  much  good. 
It  naa  destroyed  the  Bank  bill,  and,  he  trusted, 
would  prevent  the  creation  of  any  Bank  here- 
after, which  would,  indeed,  be  a  great  deliver- 
ance. He  went  fiuiher.  He  not  only  approv- 
ed of  the  veto,  but  concurred  with  the  Presi- 
dent, that  in  vetoing  this  bill,  with  his  opinions 
of  the  nnconstitntionality  and  inexpediency  of 
the  Bank,  long  entertained,  and  often  and  folly 
expressed,  on  many  and  solemn  oooasions,  he 
hut  performed  a  high  act  of  duty,  both  to  the 
constitution  aud  himself,  for  which  he  is  enti- 
tled to  the  thanks  of  the  oonntry.  As  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  President,  he  would  go  farther 
— even  at  the  hazard  of  being  rebuked  by 
those  who  assumed  to  be  his  friends,  aa  he  was 
when  he  interposed  in  hisfavor  onji  late  occa- 
sion, and  say  utst  the  cose  of  Mr.  Ma^on,  in 
approving  the  Bank  bill,  is  not  at  all  similar 
to  bis  vetoing  this,  to  which  the  Benator  from 
Eentneky  compared  it  in  his  remarks  yester- 
day. It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Madison,  late 
in  life,  gave  la  to  the  most  unfortnnate  and 
dangerous  doctrine  that  the  Supreme  Court 
was  the  interpreter  of  the  oonstitntion  in  the 
last  resort  With  this  opinion,  it  is  not  extra- 
ordinary that  be  should  feel  himself  antlioriEed 


The  ( 


B  different  with  Mr.  Tyler.    It  la 


Madison,  as  to  the  authority  of  the  Sufveme 
Court,  In  deciding  on  constitutional  questions ; 
and  with  this  difference,  it  is  not  surprlsinK 
that  the  constitutional  scruples  of  the  one  ooula 
be  silenced  by  the  decision  of  the  court,  backed 
by  precedents,  while  that  of  the  other  could 

And  here  he  would  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  make  &  few  remarks  on  the 
veto  power.  He  did  not  regard  tiiat  pow^ 
with  the  avravion  it  was  viewMonthe  oppodt« 
aide  of  the  chamber.  On  the  oontrary,  accord- 
ing to  hii  opinion,  it  was  a  big^  eonserrative 
power,  intended  not  only  to  guard  the  rights 
of  the  Executive  and  that  reeerved  by  the  oon- 
stitntion to  the  States  and  the  people  against 
the  encroachments  of  Coogres,  but  also  the 
weaker  interests  of  the  community  against  the 
oppression  and  plunder  of  the  stronger.  It 
waa,  in  this  view,  a  high  and  salutary  power, 
which,  from  its  nature  as  a  negative  powei^ 
was  almost  incapable  of  abuse. 
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Having  Dow^  expressed  hts  oplolon  of  Qie 
Toto,  ha  (Mr.  Oaihodx)  felt  csU«d  on,  in  can- 
dor, to  mJj  that  he  wbs  not  prepared  to  give  a 

fall  approval  of  the  veto  message.  There  wu 
a  part  wbloh  he  did  not  profese  to  nnderstaud ; 
he  allnded  to  that  which  spoke  favorably  of 
the  functions  of  banlcs  as  r^fnlatiDg  exohangea ; 
bnt,  if  the  constractioa  which  was  intimated 
yesterdaj  in  debate,  hj  the  Senator  itvm  Een- 
tnck;,  be  tlie  ooe  hitoniled  by  the  President, 
he  would  not  give  it  hia  approbation.  That 
Senator  Intimated  that  his    friends   cont«m- 

Slate  the  introduction  of  anolher  Bonk  bill,  to 
cal  in  exchanges,  in  conformity  with  what 
WAS  snppoeed  to  be  tha  views  of  the  President. 
In  his  opinion,  anch  a  Bank  would  be  every 
way  as  otfjectionable  as  the  one  which  haa 
bem  vetoed.  Be  could  see  no  anbatantlal 
difference  between  discounting  promissory 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  except  that  in  the 
former,  the  banks  were  restricted  by  the  nsuiy 
laws  of  the  States  where  they  were  situated 
while  in  the  latter  they  were  not  Bnthetrueted 
that  the  interpretation  attempted  to  be  put  on 
this  part  of  the  Uessage  was  not  the  one  intended 
by  the  President ;  and  that  if  a  hill,  baaed  on  sooh 
oonstmotiuQ,  should  be  presented  to  him,  that 
the  same  high  consideration  which  baa  con- 
trolled him  in  vetoing  the  one  which  be  has, 
will  as  imperioQsly  control  him  also  in  vetoing 
Nch  a  bill.  As  to  himself,  he  wished  to  he 
distinctly  nnderstood,  be  was  opposed  to  the 
creation  of  a  bank,  or  corporation  of  any  form, 
as  the  fiscal  agent  of  tue  Government.  He 
believed,  however  modified,  or  wherever  lo- 
cated, it  wonld  be  alike  nnconstitntional  and 
Inexpedient.  I  (said  Mr.  0.)  having  now  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  of  the  veto,  and  the  mes- 
sage, will  go  a  step  farther.  The  Bank  is  not 
the  only  question  at  isRue  before  the  country 
At  this  important  Juncture.  There  are  others 
of  not  mnch  less  import,  among  which  the 
distribution  of  the  revenne  from  the  lands, 
and  the  tariff,  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
may  be  ranked  as  the  moat  prominent.  I  tmat 
that  the  President  will  find  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
be  fbnnd  opposed  to  these,  as  well  as  to  that 
which  he  has  vetoed.  If  snch  should  be  the 
foot,  my  hearty  approbation  and  support  shall 
not  be  withheld.  It  has  been  my  course  under 
every  President,  while  a  member  of  Ooogresa, 
to  oppose  measnres  I  disapproved,  and  support 
those  I  approved.  This  rnle  I  cannot  depart 
from  noder  this  Administration;  bnt  tbeie  has 
been  no  President  whom  1  would  more  cheer- 
fhllj  an|qM>rt  than  I  wonld  the 
measures  of  his  Administration 
as  to  permit  it. 

I  regard  (said  Ur.  C.)  all  the  measures  for 
wliich  this  session  has  been  called,  to  consti- 
tute one  system,  of  which  each  forms  an  essen- 
tial part.  They  all  point  to  one  common  ob- 
ject, whether  intended  or  not — to  build  np  a 
great  overmllng  moneyed  power,  and  to  reduce 
the  rest  of  the  community  to  servitude ;  yea, 
to  the  very    condition  Uie   great  produdng 


olassea  are  redocod  In  Europe.  Thus  icpri- 
Ing  It,  I  shall  wage  Intanninabla  wat  iinM 
the  whole,  and  shall  t^ipom  all  who  soput  it 
I  shall  agree  to  no  compromise  while  rnKj 
is  at  stake.  If  we  shall  be  able  to  dibxtlig 
^stem  at  this  session,  with  the  aid  o(  thi 
Exeeutlve,  it  wonld  be  a  great  and  ilrtim 
deliverance.  I  em  not  Oertain  but  tint  th 
next  best  resnlt  for  the  oonnbr  would  b«  fa 


session  to  pass.  The  eariier  the  tseae  ia  pe- 
sented  to  the  people  the  better,  if  Ae  spbm 
is  to  be  adopted.  It  would  gire  more  tint 
for  action,  and  mak^  a  more  powerftil  sipnl 
to  the  people,  and  tend  more  poweiAmy  la 
rouse  them  np  to  effectual  resistance.  Go  on, 
then,  gentlemen,  (addresring  the  opporita  side,) 
oonaummate  all  your  schemesL  Force  thm 
through,  as  short  as  ia  the  time,  by  yosr  pp 
and  despotic  rules.  Let  tbem  go  to  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  no  gag  on  the  ballot  box.  Ifllit 
people  shall  de<Hde  that  Taxes,  Tari^  Mn. 
Distribution,  and  an  aH-powerfid  Otaori 
Bank  are  bicBsings,  be  It  so.  If  they  an  f» 
pared  to  take  chains,  it  is  not  in  the  powu  at 
mortal  man  to  prevent  it ;  bnt  I  ahall  aot- 
cannot — believe  that  this  free,  g8llan^  iM 
prepared  to  mnk  don 


snlightened  peopltL  ai     ,     ,  _ 
Into  base   servitude    to  an  odions  monsTtd 
power,  tai  I  hove  wltneased  the  reality  «f  (If 
sad  spectacle. 

After  some  remarks  hy  Ur.  Abobkb  In  nply 
to  Messrs.  Oalsouh  and  Brarroir,  the  qnewa 
was  taken  <m  the  printing  of  the  procie&ff, 
and  agreed  to. 

Zand  DUtrOmtion  Bill. 
Mr,  Wbiobt  observed,  that  the  quMtiok 
stripped  of  all  delusloo,  was,  whether  moMj 
raised  hy  taxes,  for  the  eoonomioal  admiaiMn- 
tion  of  Uie  General  Govemmant,  was  to  b«  dti- 
tribnted  to  the  several  States,  or  i^i^ied  kM; 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  aatlMrisBd  I* 
be  raised.  That  the  gentleman  into  wbw 
hands  the  present  Administratim  of  tha 
General  Government  had  fkllen,  eonfflutd 
the  question  in  the  sense  favorable  to  the  eji- 
tcm  of  distribution,  waa  evident  from  tbe  tui 
that  they  had  passed  by  the  power  of  tluir 
minorities  in  Congress  an  act  to  raisa  bm^ 
to  a  large  amount,  by  b<»TOwing  and  eretti^ 
a  notional  debt,  and  were  going  to  paa  anott* 
act  by  the  same  means,  to  raise  mon^  by  ad- 
ditional taxation  on  artides  of  geoaal  coi- 
Bomption,  for  the  mere  porpoaa  of  ^Aibatiiig 
a  portion  of  the  public  rcTenne.  They  art  » 
impatient  to  borow  money  and  raise  tans,  ibtf 
they  may  distribnte  largely,  that  they  Manet 
even  wait  to  reftind  the  Treasuy  whal  Ix* 
been  advanced  to  acquire  the  pnUle  lands.  1> 
the  amendment  now  offered  is  adopted,  IW 
say  the  whole  principle  of  their  Mil  i«  dt- 
BtToyed.  They  want  tha  principle  to  mua 
nntonched,  that  they  can  bc»TOW  monev,  Md 
r^  rerenoe  by  inoreMsd  taxation  for  lb* 
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paipoM  of  pnrcharing  lands  and  distrilinting 
thaa,  ud  so  go  on,  bLZing  and  borrowing  to 
diHiibute,  and  diibibnting  to  create  a  DMeasitj 
for  foTtliM'  taxation  and  borrowiDe- 

The  Stat«a  have  to  be  bribed  to  wink  at 
Uking  money  ont  of  the  Treasai7,  that  the 
peo(de  mar  ^  taxed  to  pat  it  back  again  into 
tb«  Treosarj',  and  then  the  States  bribed  over 
$pia  that  the  people  m^j  be  taxed  over  again. 
And  w  it  is  to  go  on.  The  bill  has  been  oua- 
luBgij  deri»d  Kir  this  operation.  It  goes  on  to 
■ttia  that  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands  diall 
be  diBtribnted,  and  then  it  provides  neverthe- 
kts  that  oertain  deductions  are  to  be  fint 
mule.  And  what  are  these  deductions} 
Why,  merelj  the  expense  of  bringing  them 
into  market.  The  cost  of  the  rair  material  ia 
left  OQt ;  the  mere  expense  of  survey  and  clerk 
hire  is  rafonded,  and  then  the  balance  is  distrib- 
uted. In  other  words^  the  monej  to  pnrohane 
the  lands,  or  extiogidsh  the  Indian  title,  is  to 
be  taken  oat  of  the  'n^asarj,  from  the  tax 
levied  on  the  coontry,  through  its  oonsomp- 
tion,  and  then  the  lands  or  the  money  received 
from  them  is  to  be  ^ven  to  the  Statea,  as  if 
they  had  not  cost  a  dollar.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  indeed  thinks  there  may  be  a 
balance  dae  from  the  Treasorj  to  the  pnblic 
lanilsL  He  tbrgeta,  when  he  says  this,  that  he 
stated  quite  the  reveree  in  hia  opening  speech. 
At  first  this  distribation  was  to  last  but  five 

fears;  now  it  is  to  tie  perpetnal,  nnless  thia 
in  was  repealed. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Skitb}  made 
>  grand  display  of  the  reaoarcea  offered  by 
this  immense  Aind,  the  pnblic  domain — B?snm- 
IDE  that  there  were  yet  two  thousand  millioQS 
of  acres  to  be  dispMod  of.  Well,  perhaps  be 
vsa  right ;  but  the  Senator  forgot  to  state  the 
vbole  tmtfa,  namely,  that  only  about  two 
hundred  nullions  of  acres  bad  yet  been  pud 
for,  and  that  money  has  to  be  borrowed,  and 
taxes  have  to  be  rused,  to  pay  for  eif/htem 
fanjfwi  ntUUoru  of  acrtt  more,  before  their 
[TOceeds  oao  be  diatribnted.  But  the  principle 
ii  established  in  this  bill,  and  who  can  tell  the 
extent  of  borrowing  and  taxation  which  is  to 
t>a  resorted  to  to  carry  out  tlie  whole  design! 

Mi  Calboux  said  the  amendment  proposed 
the  naked  issue,  whether  this  bill  is  what  it 
professes  to  be  or  not.  It  professes  to  be  a 
bill  to  diatribnte  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  when  the  oonrse  of  those  who  advooated 
it  in  resisting  amendments  that  will  restrict  it 
to  that  obje^  shows  oonclnsirely  that  it  is  to 
be  a  distribntlOQ  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
CQBtoDis.  Gentlemen,  by  their  silence,  admit 
this  to  bo  its  purpose,  and  they  act  pmdentty 
in  reraaioing  silent  when  they  can  neither  deny 
Qordefend.  The  bill  was  faUa,  frandnleut,  and 
deceptive;  and  he  would  Inform  Senators,  if 
tbey  intended  to  force  it  through  tonlay,  tbey 
woQid  have  a  haid  Job  of  it. 

Ur,  Surrti,  of  Indiana,  called fortbe  question. 

Mr.  WoODBOBT,  Mr.  Bxktom,  Ur.  Ci^t  of 


Alabama,  and  Mr.  Allkb,  reqteoUvely  advo- 
cated the  amendment. 

And  then  the  question  was  taken  on  its 
adoption,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Uevn.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Calbova, 
Cky  of  Alabuna,  Culhbeit,  Fulton,  King,  I.iTtri,  Mo- 
Roberts,  MouUn,  Nicbobon,  Reice,  Biies,  Sevier, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williuns,  Woodbary, 
Wright,  and  Young— £S. 

Tf^TS. — Hesere.  BaUs,  Barud,  Berrien,  Choale, 
Clay  of  Kentncky,  Claytini,  iHion,  Evun,  Otaham, 
HuntinBlon,  Ker,  lUngnm,  Merrick,  Hlller,  Hoie- 
head,  nieips.  Porter,  Prcmtisi,  Hmmona,  Smith  et 
Induina,  Southatd,  TsUmw^e,  While,  sod  Wood- 
bridge— 24. 

Mr.  CiLHotm  offered  an  amendment,  the 

Surport  of  which  was,  that  the  money  already 
ne  by  the  States,  under  the  denowt  act,  dis- 
tributing the  surplus  revenue,  should  be  de- 
ducted m  proportion  to  the  debts  of  the  re- 
spective-States to  the  General  Government, 
from  their  shares  of  distribution  under  this  aot. 
Mr.  CAi.noiiN'  argued  most  oonvinoingly,  that 
there  was  no  understanding  at  the  time  of 
distribnting  the  revenue  that  it  was  to  be  con- 
sidered a  grant,  not  to  be  refunded  to  the 
General  Government.  He  maintuned,  that 
there  oould  not  be  an  easier  or  more  deurable 
way  for  the  States  to  get  rid  of  their  debt  to 
the  General  Government,  than  that  proposed 
by  this  amendment  It  would,  in  the  end,  be 
the  same  to  them  as  if  tbey  were  granted  so 
much.    He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nars. 

Ur.  BxirroK  observed,  that  it  would  not  only 

I  an  easy  way  for  the  States  to  get  rid  of  the 
vexed  question  about  their  indebtedness  for  that 
distribution  of  sarplus  revenue,  but  would 
enable  the  General  Government  to  retain 
twenty-five  millions,  to  fill  op  vnaa  part  of  the 
vacuum  occanoned  by  paying  for  the  pahlio 
lands  about  to  be  distributed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  dedded  as  follows : 

Teas. — Ue«>«.  Allen,  Benton,  Cdhoim,  Clav  oT 
Alabama,  Fulttm,  King,  Fietce,  Tappan,  Wilker, 
WUUami,  Woodbary,  ind  Wright— 12. 

Nats.— Hessra.  Ar«her,  Buiov,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Cfaoate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Orsham,  Henderson,  HontliigtoD,  Ker,  Uan- 
,  Merrick,  Uiller,  Uorehead,  Fhdps,  Porter, 
Ltlsg,  Rives,  Kinmoiis,  Soiith  of  Indiana,  Sonth- 
ud.  Sturgeon,  Talhnadge,  While,  and  Woodbridge 
-29, 


HOUBS  OF  nEFRESERTATlTCa. 

Fbidat,  Angnst  fiO. 

Piieal  Corporation. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  SEBOBtnr,  the  oommittee 
took  up  Honse  bill  No.  14,  being  a  bill  reportAd 
frtm  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Honse  on  the  snbjeot  of  the  ourrenoy,  entitled 
"  A  bill  to  Incorporate  the  Bubsoribm  to  tb* 
Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
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Hr.  Sebobaxt  said  that  he  would  itato  to 
the  oomniittee  what  he  meent  to  propoH  to 
than.  The  oommittee  would  nndonbtedlf 
reoolleot  the  nature  of  the  bill  whioh  had  been 
reported  bj  the  Oommittee  on  the  Cnrrenoj 
Bome  ootudderable  time  t^  and  which  was 
numbered  "  fourteen."  Hts  mtention  was  now 
to  move  to  amend  the  bill  b^  striking  out  all 
ftfter  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  what 
he  would  send  to  the  t^iair.  His  intention, 
farther,  was  to  ask,  upon  this  motdon  being 
made,  and  certain  amendments  whioh  he  in- 
tended to  propose  being  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  committee  shonld  rise,  in  order 
that  he  might,  in  the  Honse,  move  tlie  print- 
ing of  thoee  amendments,  that  they  migKt  be 
laid  before  the  members  of  the  Honse.  And 
then,  aa  soon  as  that  woa  done,  he  would  ask 
the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  su^ect. 

Ur.  C^ASLXB  Bbows  said  that  It  would  be 
neoeesary  to  read  the  bill  and  amendments 
^m  banning  to  end,  before  ordering  the 
omendmeuts  to  be  printed. 

The  Olork  then  read  bill  No.  14,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  SBBOiAirr, 

Ur.  Seboeant  said  tba^  as  several  in<^niries 
hod  been  made  of  him  with  regard  to  this  bill, 
he  would  now  proceed  to  moke  a  short  state- 
ment, to  show  in  what  respects  it  differed  A-om 
that  recently  before  this  Hoose.  Ho  would 
say,  first,  that  there  were  two  or  three  verbal 
errors  In  this  bill,  and  there  were  words.  Id  two 
or  three  places,  which  he  thought  had  better 
have  been  left  out,  and  which  were  intended  to 
have  been  omitted  by  the  committ«e.  There 
were  several  gentlemen  in  the  present  Congress 
whoent«rtMned  estremo  hoBtuity  to  the  word 
"Bank,"  and,  as  for  as  he  was  concerned,  be 
felt  every  diaposltioa  to  indulge  their  feelings ; 
.  and  he  hod  therefore  endeavored  throuRh- 
out  the  bill  to  avoid  using  the  word  "Bank." 
If  that  word  anywhere  remwned  as  applicable 
to  the  being  it  was  proposed  to  create 
by  this  law,  let  it  go  out — let  It  go  out. 
Kow  the  word  "  corporation "  soundod  well, 
(laughter,)  and  he  was  glad  to  perceive  it  gave 
pleasure  to  the  House.  At  all  events,  they 
had  a  now  uord  to  fipht  against.  Kow  the 
differeneebetweenthisbill  and  that  which  passed 
this  Hume  some  days  ago,  would  be  seen  by 
comparison.  The  present  difibred  from  the 
other  principally  in  tnree  or  four  particulars,  and 
there  were  some  other  parts  of  the  bill  which 
varied,  in  minor  partioulars,  from  that  which 
had  been  before  the  House  a  few  days  ago. 
Those  differences  gentlemen  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  discovering  and  understanding 
when  the  bill  should  have  been  printed.  Ho 
would  now  proceed  to  answer  the  inquiries  of 
gentlemm  in  reference  to  this  bill.  Ur.  S. 
Uien  stated  the  following  as  the  substantial 
points  of  difference  between  the  two  bills  : 

1.  The  capital  in  the  former  bill  was  thirty 
millions,  with  power   to   est«nd   it  to  fifty 


miUiaas,  In  this  bill  twen^-oaa  Dullioit, 
with  power  to  extend  it  to  thirty-five  milliu^ 

B.  The  former  bill  provided  tac  ofScn  of 
discount  and  deposit.  In  this  there  mtoU 
agencies  only. 

8.  The  doings  of  the  oorporatian  sn  t«  b« 
confined  to  buying  and  selling  foruga  lilb 
of  eichoDge,  including  bills  drawn  in  om 
State  or  Territory,  and  payable  in  aiMthii, 
There  are  to  be  no  discounts. 

4.  The  title  of  the  Corporation  is  chugtd, 

Ur.  Wise  rvsed  the  point  of  order  tut  tin 
bill  was,  in  substance,  uie  same  as  thst  viiidi 
had  yesterday  been  rejected,  and  thst  it  nnld 
not,  therefore,  be  token  up ;  othenriM  liit 
constitutional  providon  might  thus  be  ettM. 

After  some  conversation,  the  Cbaisui 
overruled  the  ottjection,  on  the  ground  thitlk 
■neasoree  were  not  the  some,  uou^  pvtt  if 
them  ought  be  similar. 

No  ^^teal  being  taken,  the  motion  <j  Ur. 
SusKAHT  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 


B^TUBDIT,  August  21. 

Fiieal  CorporatiMt, 

Mr.  SiBQKAKT  offered  the  following  rtsisr 

Snalvtd,  That  at  4  o'dock  tilts  day  iQ  deWta 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tb«  bill  (Ha.  14)  vi* 
oorponUfl  the  subecribMa  to  the  "  Hscal  Bwk  d  ^ 

United  States"  shall  ceaM,  and  tlie  o 


ing,  or  that  may  be  otTered  to  siid  biU ;  ini  ^ 
Bune  shall  then  be  reported  to  the  Hotue  wilt  'o' 
amendroeots  as  may  have  been  sgrewl  lo  b;  ii 
committee  :  rrovided.  That  nothicg  in  thiiieds- 
tion  shall  pievsnt  the  committee  from  KjMlJiil  '^ 
blU  to  the  Honae  at  an  eariier  boor,  if  it  AaU  U 
fit 

Ur.  EBBOBairr  then  modified  his  resdnttc 
so  OB  to  substitute  "IConday,"  inttod  i 
"  Saturday  "  at  4  o'clock. 

And  the  qneation  on  the  motion  to  li^Q^ 
resolution  on  the  table  was  then  takca,^^ 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows— jeu  Ev, 
nays  110. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  tbo  t»Ut 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demvw 
for  the  previous  Question,  there  was  a  «e«Bii 

And  the  mam  auestion  (bdng  qd  tj' 
adoption  of  the  reaofution)  was  ordered  to  w 
token. 

Hr.  Cava  Jomnox  asked  to  be  eit^ 
from  voting.  The  bill,  he  said,  wu  »  JJ' 
bill,  and  had  but  juBt  been  laid  on  tie  latlH 
of  members;  and  it  was  impossible  for  liini. 
if  the  resolution  was  adopted,  to  do  jmliisj* 
his  constituents,  to  the  oonntry,  or  to  h^a.  | 
He  hoped  the  House  wonld  ejcn»  im,  «» 
he  hoped  thot  no  true  Democrat  would  rKC" 
his  vote  on  a  proposition  of  this  kini  If  ^ 
minority  had  no  rights  on  that  fioor— 

Mr.  J.  was  caUed  to  orfer,  and  wm*  (^ 
fOMon  followed. 
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A  motiaa  was  made  that  Hr.  J.  liava  leave 
toproeeed. 

the  jeaa  and  yiMjt  were  uked  and  cnrdered, 
and  being  taken  were — reaa  108,  ntya  84, 

So  Ur.  J.  wu  allowed  to  proceed. 

After  a  few  ftarther  remarks  from  Mr.  J.  the 
qoestioa  vu  taken,  and  the  Honse  refused  to 
eicQse  him  from  voting. 

Hr.  CiUKun  Bsown,  of  Pemuylvania,  nov 
roM  bi  give  hia  reaaoni  for  not  TOting  npoa 
tlie  neolntiOD.  He  hod  nolhinK  to  aak 
from  the  oonrtMr  of  the  Hodh.  He  ^d  not 
wish  to  be  placed  in  a  false  poeition.  Be  had 
beard  no  Improper  debate  yet  upon  the  "fiscal 
Corporation,''  nor  oonld  he  tell,  nntil  the 
iebate  proceeded,  whether  he  wonid  or  woold 
not  take  the  bill  oat  of  committee  on  Monday 
tAemoon. 

He  asked  to  be  ezcnaed  from  Totinff  on  the 
nsolation,  for  reasons  which  he  wonla  give^  if 
illowed.  The  Mil,  which  the  resolution,  as  at 
first  offered  bj  the  gentleman  from  Philadel- 
phia (Hr.  Bbbqiast)  proposed  to  stop  all  die- 
cDSfflon  Tipon  at  i  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and 
which  is  now  modified  so  as  to  extend  it  one 
day  longer,  was  onlr  laid  upon  their  deaka 
aboat  h^  u  hoar  before— not  ten  minntea 
preceding  the  resolntioD  prescribing  the  time 
when  it  was  to  be  voted  npon;  and  this  bill 
coataincd  thirtj-eight  pages.  Mo  one  had  had 
an  opportunity  to  read  it,  or  know  what  were 
iti  prorisiooa.  It  was  said  to  be  a  new  meaa- 
nre — the  creation  of  a  new  mteia  of  institn- 
tion,  a  Fiiedl  Corpcratian,  hitherto  entirely 
natnown  in  this  coantry,  either  in  Btat« 
legi^tion  or  that  of  this  Oovenunent  How, 
then,  can  any  member  now,  before  he  reads  it, 
before  he  knows  what  it  is,  or  what  it  is  not, 
uy  that  be  will  be  fully  prepared  to  give  his 
fnal  vote  npon  it  in  one  or  two  days?    Why 


M  even  the  bill  itself  brought  nnder  the  consid- 
ention  of  the  Honse,  that  he  will,  at  a  partlonlar 
boar  and  mlnnte,  vote  upon  It  I  Can  any 
one  tell  now  that  ho  will  then  have  fUly 
euniined,  not  only  the  bill,  long  as  It  is,  bnt 
all  [he  amendmenti  that  may  be  offered  to  itt 
They  might  aa  well  have  been  asked  to  vote 
on  the  bm  yesterday,  before  they  saw  il^  or  on 
any  other  bill  that  the  n^ority  might  intro- 
duce, at  any  time  before  they  were  seen  or 
known.  It  was  absord  to  ask  any  one  thus 
to  commit  himself,  and  no  one  could  or  would 
do  it  unless  forced  so  to  do,  who  believed  hira- 
Hlf  to  be  a  Iwing  capable  of  reasoning  and 
judging,  and  had  the  perceptions  and  faoalties 
QSDAlly  bestowed  upon  man.  The  majority, 
said  Mr.  B.,  oonld  Bniah  the  debate  at  any  time 
they  pleased,  and  if  he  found  that  it  was  nn- 
profitable  or  nnneceesary  at  any  time,  he 
woold  vote  for  its  closing ;  bnt  if  it  was  cal- 
colated  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  members,  to 
make  the  bill  oetter,  or  better  ondentood,  it 
onght  not  to  be  stopped  at  any  given  moment. 
If  the  bill  was  to  be  debated  or  pasted  upon 


as  a  measore  of  legislation  afboting  the  people 
of  the  United  8tate^  it  onsht  to  be  well  con- 
sidered, bnt  if  it  was  merely)  as  was  said,  or 
supposed -to  be,  a  measure  to  "Amid  Oaptaln 
Tyler"— 

The  Spkiash  called  Mr.  Bbowh  to  order, 
because  he  allnded  to  Oaptain  Tyler,  a  high 
ftuetionary  of  the  oonntiy. 

Mr.  Bbowit  said  he  did  not  intend  any  dt»- 
reapect  to  the  high  functionary,  as  assomed  by 
the  Bpeaker. 

The  Srxixxa  sud  he  had  called  the  gentla- 
man  to  order  &a  Irrelevanoy,  and  not  for  dis- 

Hr.  BsowN  said  he  was  glad  of  it ;  for,  aa  at 
preamt  advised,  the  high  Amctionary  allnded 
to  stood  seoond  to  no  man  fn  his  opinion. 

Hr.  Bbowk  was  called  to  order, 

Ur.  BaowiT  said  If  gentleman  woold  tell  him 
what  he  could  say,  and  be  in  order,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  them.  When  ha  was  stopped;  he 
was  endeavorintc  to  show  to  the  House  that 
he  could  not  knowingly  or  oonsciendonsly 
vote  on  the  resolution,  because  he  did  not 
know,  and  oonld  not  foresee,  what  conrse  the 
debate  woold  take — what  was  or  mig^t  be 
shown  to  be  the  character  of  the  bill,  or  of  the 
amendmente  that  might  be  offered.  He  sud 
that  if  the  bill  was  a  bona  fide  messnre  of  the 
legislature  to  be  passed  into  a  law,  to  last  for 
twenty  years — to  do  all  the  good  assnmed  by 
ite  friends,  or  the  evil  predicted  by  ita  oppo- 
nents— to  affect  his  constituents  and  the 
conntry  for  weal  or  for  woe,  it  conld  not  be 
matnred  in  two  days ;  and,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  wonld  vote  against  the  resolution. 
Bnt  if  it  was  a  measure  merely  to  try  tiie 
strength,  or  develop  the  character  of  fhictionB 
of  the  dominant  party,  and  the  debate  shonld 
be  one  of  mere  political  party  broil,  be  might 
be  dispoBed  to  atop  it  soon,  for  he  oonld  not 
agc^  that  his  time  should  be  wasted,  and  the, 
money  of  the  country  expended  to  promote 
the  views  of  any  political  party  or  ambitlona 
demagogue.  It  might  turn  out  to  be  a  war 
between  the  Administration  proper,  at  the 
other  end  of  the  avenue,  and  the  AdminWa- 
tion  improper,  at  this  end  of  the  avenne ;  and 
there  was  abundant  evidence  that  this  was  the 
only  object  of  the  bilL  In  this  view  of  tba 
snUect  he-' 

Tbe  Bpcakbb  called  Mr.  B.  to  order  tor 
irrelevancy. 

Mr.  Bbowr  aud,  if  die  Speaker  would  tell 
him  what  would  be  in  order,  he  would  tiy  to 
keep  in  order.  He  was  ^ving  Aft  reasons  fbr 
desiring  to  be  excused,  and  he  thought  it  was 
for  the  House  to  consider  the  relevancy,  not 
the  Speaker, 

The  SpBAEBB  sidd  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania mnet  take  his  seat. 

Hr.  HoPEraa,  of  Vi^nia,  moved  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  have  leave  to 
proceed  in  order. 

The  Bfsaxkii  sud  he  would  entertain  no 
motion  in  behalf  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
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BjlvaniA  (Ur,  Browk)  until  he  ob«7ed  tbe 
OTder  of  the  HoiiM  by  takiog  hia  Mat. 

Ur.  B.  tbon  sat  dotrn. 

The  yeaa  and  ntja  were  Baked  and  ordered 
on  the  motion  that  Hr.  B.  hare  leave  to  proceed 
and,  beiuKtaken,  were— yeaa  S4,  naya  106. 

Bo  Mr.  B.  was  not  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Bbowr  said  he  would  ezcoM  himself 
when  the  time  came. 

Mr.  Rhitt,  of  South  Carolina,  now  rose  to 
€>S6r  his  reaaons  for  aaking  to  be  exeaaed  fh>m 
voting.  Be  did  eo  with  all  respect  to  the 
House ;  and,  lest  he  should  forget  himself  in 
the  excitement  of  the  time,  be  bad  written 
tliem  down,  and  asked  the  Hooae  to  permit 
Um  to  put  them  upon  the  journal.  His  rea- 
sons were ; 

1.  Bwaase  the  rale  by  which  the  reaolntion 
is  proposed  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Ooostitation  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
clares that  the  freedom  of  ^>eech  and  of  tlie 
t»«as  shall  not  be  abiidged  hj  uty  law  of  Oon- 

3.  Because  It  destroys  the  charaoter  of  this 
body,  aa  a  deliberative  assembly :  a  right  to 
deliberate  and  discuss  measures  being  no  longer 
In  OoDgresa,  bnt  with  the  m^ority  only. 

8.  Because  it  is  a  violatiou  of  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  through  their 
KepresentativGH,  inherited  from  their  ancestors, 
ana  eujoyed  aai  practised  time  immetnorial, 
to  speak  to  the  taxes  imposed  on  Uiem, 
when  taxes  are  imposed. 

4,  Because,  by  the  eaid  rale,  a  bill  may  be 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be 
immediately  reported  to  the  House,  and,  by 
the  tii  of  the  previous  question,  be  passed 
into  a  law,  without  one  word  of  debate  being 
permitted  or  uttered. 

G.  Beoaase  free  disensdon  of  the  laws  by 
which  the  people  are  governed,  is  not  only 
essential  to  right  legislation,  bnt  is  necessoiy 
to  the  preservation  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  oiul  to  fear  or  sup- 
press it,  is  the  cbaractori^o  of  tjraiuiies  and 
tyrants  only. 

6.  Becaose  the  messnre  proposed  to  be 
forced  through  the  Honse  within  less  than  two 
days'  consideration,  is  one  which  deeply  aff^ts 
the  integrity  of  the  constitution  and  the  liber- 
ties  of  the  people ;  and  to  pass  it  with  haste, 
and  without  due  deliberation,  would  evince  a 
conteraptnoQB  disregard  of  either,  and  may  be 
a  fktol  violation  of  both. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  excusing 
Ur.  Rhett,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  there  were : 
— yeas  83,  nays  119. 

So  Mr.  R.  was  not  eicased. 

Mr.  Ficxzns  rose  and  said :  It  is  now 
manifest,  from  the  votea  which  have  been 
taken,  that'  the  House  does  not  intend  to  ex- 
cuse anv  member  from  voting.  And  as 
•Doagh  nas  been  done  to  call  public  attention 
to  the  odious  resolution  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
our  object  will  have  been  attained;  and  1  re- 


spedAilly  soggcat   to   our  friends  to  p  n 
further  in  this  proceeding. 

SGHes  of  "  Agreed,  agreed."] 
'be  question  on  the  adoption  of  Um  iwds- 
tion,  was  then  token,  and  deoided  in  ths  dErm- 
ative,  as  follows : 

TiAB. — UesBia.  Adims,  Allen,  L.  W.  i^nt\ 
Arnold,  Ayciigg,  B»bcock,  Baler,  Bannrd,  Bmoi, 
BirdKje,  Btsdi,  BUir,  Botfdman,  Botta,  Bradnn, 
Bronmn,  H.  Brown,  J.  Brovn,  WHliun  Botlir,  WJI- 


Cowen,  Cnnittm,  Cravens,  Q.  Darii,  Vaiiim  Q 
DawBon,  Dean,  lieberry,  J.  Edmrdi,  EmnO,  itt 
senden,  FlllmDie,  A.  Lawrence  Fooler,  OmUe,  Q«^ 
Gsatry,  Goggio,  Patrick  O.  Goods,  Grahm,  Gm^ 
Greig,  Eaberdiam,  flalstsd,  Henry,  Bowsid,  Bids^ 
Bunt,  J.  Irrin,  James,  J.  P.  Kennedjr,  KbK,  Uat, 
Lawrence,  Unn,  Samson  H«s<»,  Hattuot,  JUOada, 
U axwelL  Uaynaid,  Uooie,  Horgui,  Vvtria,  Konn, 
Hisbet,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pcarce,  PeDdWan,  Fim^ 
Bei^'imin  Randall,  A.  Randall,  Kindolpb,  Bifui, 
lUdgway,  Bodney,  RusscEl,  SaltonsUll,  GerRmt, 
Sheppeid,  Simonton,  Smith,  Sailers,  SUnlj,  Siduiij, 
Stratton,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  J.  T.  Stuart,  SvaBBt, 
Tiltaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  R  W,  HoBpo, 
TiningfaasC,  Toland,  TomUoson,  TriplfM,  1M4 


fcli 


aoD,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bidu,  Vl 
liam  0.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Cba^un,  OiM 
Clinton,  Coles,  Croee,  Daniel,  fficharf  D.  Dans,  I* 
B.  Dawaoa,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edninit,  Et 
bert,  John  C.  Flojd,  Fomance,  Gerry,  GOmer,  G» 
don,  Gustlne,  Harris,  John  Hastings,  Hopldaa,  Hnft, 
Houston,  Hutani,  Ingeraoll,  William  W.  Inria,  M 
John  W.  Jones,  Krfni,  Lewis,  littleBeM,  i  *■ 
Clellan,  McKay.  H allory,  Handunid,  T.  F.  HnM 
Mathews,  Medill,  Newhud,  Paimcnter,  Fip^  W 
ens,  Plomer,  Pope,  Batnsey,  Bedng,  RMste,  ^m 
Rogers,  Booaevelt,  Baafbrd,  Shaw,  Sladdl,  B^ 
Snfier,  ^irigK,  Steeniod,  Bumpter,  Sw«m;,  Tmr^ 
Ward.  Wattenon,  WeUer,  Westbiook,  J.  W.  Vit 
lUnu,  Wiae,  and  Wood— 7  S. 
So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


BOUBS  OF  RKPRBBHUTATIVBa 

UonsAT,  August  S3. 


Fueal  CorjMratiiM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Serqeaitt,  the  How  * 
solved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Wb*  ■ 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  House  biu  »^ 
14,  -being  a  bill  to  incorporate  thesalsaih" 
to  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  Stttea 

The  pending  question  being  ai  tlw  moW 
of  Mr.  Tdrnit  to  strike  out  the  enacting  «*• 
of  the  bill,  , 

Mr.  Mabshau,  (whowM  entiti«dtoto»W 
addressed  the coamiitt«e^    InthecoorMtfu 
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roiurks  be  ezprasaed  his  utisfaction  at  the 
Tdo  irhich  the  Preeident  faftd  put  on  tbe  Bank 
bDl,  which  he  laid  had  reoMved  the  approba- 
Ijoaof  no  one;  aod  at  the  same  time  he  jtaased 
a  kigb  enlugiam  on  the  Prasident  for  hts  emi' 
ncnt  pablic  Berricee,  and  the  parity  of  hia  prin- 
ciplei. 

iLr.  V.  said  he  ahonld  vote  for  the  hiU,  be- 
caoM  the  veto  seemed  t«  give  evidence  that 
tbb  Inll  would  bo  aigned.  He  was  dad  that 
tha  Srat  bill  had  been  vetoed.  He  now 
tbongbt  this  biU  wai  less  objoctionable,  and 
voold  be  signed,  and  that  the  wan  of  the 
Rosei  wonld  be  ended  forever.  He  then  went 
U  length  to  flhow  that  the  bill  might  be  ugned 
b;  the  Preitdent,  and  quoted  daoBee  from  the 
veto  Hesaoge,  to  siislun  his  argament.  If  the 
President  woald  veto  the  bill,  be  should  feel 
boond,  as  a  representative  of  the  conntrv,  to 
ti7  him  with  it,  not  to  trap  him,  not  to  head 
him,  not  to  catch  him  with  e  running  nooae, 
bnt  to  try  him. 

The  ust  qneetion  was  on  the  motion  of  Ur. 
TcaKST  to  smke  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill ;  and,  by  yeas  82,  noes  lOS,  it  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  then  recarred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  SEMEaxT,  to  strike  ont  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  insert  the  amendments  hereto- 
fore indicated  by  him. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Beborant  was  agreed  to^ 
and  the  amendments  offered  by  him  were,  by 
tjei  118,  noes  e>5.  agreed  to. 

And  tlien,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SEBoaANT,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 

And  the  question  on  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  deinded  in  the  affirm- 

uire—^yeas  120^  nays  S7. 
So  the  House  determined  that  the  m^  qoea- 

tioB  (honld  now  be  taken. 

The  House  then  concurred  with  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendments. 
And  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill 

and  amendoients  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

reading- 
Mr.  Eastmax  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  whieh 

vers  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 

123,  Days  M. 
So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  In  eogrosaed  for 

s  third  reading. 
And  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 

now. 
And  th^  bill  having  been  read  by  its  title- 
Mr.  MoBOA>r  moved  the  previoos  qnestJoD. 
Mr.  WisK  (who  had  endeavored  to  get  the 

floor)  tubniitted  to  the  Speaker  that  the  bill 

had  not  be«n  read  a  third  time. 
The  Spkakxb  sud  that  the  reading  of  the  bill 

by  the  title  had  been  called  for,  and  it  bad  been 

>o  read  accordingly, 
Mr.  Wiax  inwited  on  the  liill  being  read  at 

Urge;  after  which,  he  said,  gentiemen  could 

■tart  fUr  for  the  floor. 
And  the  Olerk   then  read  the  whole  bill 

tbrongb,  which  occupied  nearly  an  hour. 


rparvUm.  [Xaaan,  IHl. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage 
thereof— 

Mr.  A.  L.  Fosm,  oi  New  York,  obtained 
the  floor,  and  moved  the  previous  question. 

Ur.  Catk  JomraoN  moved  to  1^  the  bill  on 
the  table ;  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion ;  which  were  ordered ;  and,  being  taken, 
ware— yeas  B8,  nays  126. 

Bo  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  there  was  a  second. 

And  the  mun  question  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

And  on  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  Inll 
pass?" 

Mr.  Stanlt  asked  the  yens  and  nays;  which, 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  aa 

Teas. — Hesin.  Aduns,  Alien,  L.  W.  AndiewH, 
S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ajcrigg,  Babcock,  Biker, 
Banuttd,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blur,  Boudman, 
Borden,  BoUa,  Briggs,  BrockwAy,  Bronson,  Milton 
Brown,  J.  Brown,  Bumell,  WlUiun  BuUcr,  Calhomi, 
Wm.  B.  Cunpbell,  Tboaus  J.  Campbell,  Carutbera, 
John  C.  Claik,  8.  N.  Clirk,  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cra- 
vens, Cuabing,  Wm.  C.  Dawson,  Debeny,  J.  C.  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lswrence 
Fo«er,  Gamble,  GAtea,  Qentty,  Goggin,  Patrick  O. 
Goode,   Orabam,    Green,   Grelg.   BBberdum,   HiU, 


Isuc  D.  Jones,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  King,  I^ne, 
iMwnause,  Linn,  Tbomas  F.  Hanfasll,  Samson  Mason, 
MnUot,  Mattocks,  Haiwell,  Maynvd,  Moon,  Mar- 
nu,  HMiis,  Morrow,  NU>et,  Osbonu,  Owsley,  Kerce, 
Pemfleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Bamaey,  Benjamin  Kan- 
dall,  Alexander  Bindall,  Bandol]^  Rayner,  Bencher, 


ton  John  T.  Stuart,  A.  H.  H.  SUuui,  Summan^ 
TalUfeno,  John  B.  Thompaon,  Bichsrd  W.  Thomp- 
son, TiUingfaut,  Toland,  Tomlinsoa,  Triplett,  Tram- 
bull,  Underwood,  WnlUce,  Wuren,  Washington, 
Edward  0.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W. 
WniianH,  Lewis  Wimama,  a  H.  WtlUuoa,  Joseph 
L.  WilUams,  Whithrop,  Toike,  Augustus  Toung,  and 
John  Toong— lie. 

Kati.— Mesna.  Airington,  Atherton,  Banks,  Bee- 
son,  Bidlacdt,  Buwne,  Boyd,  A.  V,  Brown,  Oiariea 
Brown,  BoAe,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Gieen  W.  Caldwell, 
P.  a  Caldwdl,  John  CaUw^  C^,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cico,  Daniel,  B.  D.  Davis,  J.  B. 
DawBcm,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Saamiaa,  John  C.  Ed- 
warda,  Egbert,  Feiris,  John  0.  Floyd,  Charles  A, 
Floyd,  Fonunce,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
Williain  0.  Goode,  Gordou,  Ou^tine,  Harris,  John 
Hasthigs,  Hays,  Holmes,  Robins,  Houck,  Honaton, 
Hubba^  Hunter,  IngcrsoU,  Wllliaia  W.  Irwin,  Jack, 
ave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  A.  Kennedy, 
Lewis,  Uutefield,  A.  HcOlelUn,  Robert  UcCtellsn, 
McKay,  Mallory,  tUrchaad,  J.  Tbompson  Huon, 
Mathews,  Hedill,  MUler,  NeiAsrd,  Pamenter,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Fhuner,  Bedli^  Baynolda,  Rhett,  Rins, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Ssnfotd,  Saunders,  Shaw,  SUdds, 
Snyder,  Stecorcd,  Bompter,  Sweney,  Tumey,  Tan 
Buren,  Ward,  WaUeison,  Waller,  Westbnx^  James 
W.  WilUama,  Wiae,  and  Wood— 94. 

Bo  tbe  bill  was  paemd. 
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IH  aEK ATE. 

TUB8DA.T,  Angnat  24. 
Fiteal  Corforatitm, 

ImmedUtdy  after  Uie  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal— 

A  metsage  waa  received  from  tbe  House  of 
RepreBentatiTM  \ij  tbeir  Clerk,  annoancing 
that  it  had  paaaed  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
better  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbnrae- 
ment  of  tbe  public  revenne,  by  means  of  a  cor- 
poration, to  be  styled  the  Fiat^  Corporation  of 
t}ie  United  States." 

Ur.  Bebbixit  moved  that  tbe  bill  be  now 
read,  for  the  purposo  of  reference ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  tbe  bill  read. 

Tbe  OcAis  then  put  the  qnestion,  shall  tbis 
bin  be  read  a  aeoond  time  ?  when  a  majority  of 
Toiees  seeming  to  be  in  the  negative,  a  divinon 
and  count  was  called  for,  wbeo 

Tbe  CnAiB  annoiiiiced  that  there  were  ayea 
18,  noes  17.  So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Ur.  Bbkribn  moved  that  it  have  its  second 
reading  now. 

No  otijcction  being  beard,  the  Secretary  was 
proceeding  to  read  t£e  bill,  when 

Hr.  Auxsi  interposed  an  ol^eotion. 

The  CniiB  decided  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  BsRBiEtT  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Ur.  GLtr,  of  Kentucky,  seconded  the  mo- 
ion  ;  and  after  reforring  to  the  great  amount 
of  labor  the  former  Select  Committee  bad  with 
the  Bank  bill  reported  by  tbem,  requested  tbe 
Cbair  not  to  place  him  on  tbe  committee  to  be 
raised  on  the  present  bill,  as  be  did  not  wish 
to  have  any  thing  particularly  to  do  with  it. 
Whether  he  shoald  support  the  bill  or  not,  de- 
pended oQ  whether  bis  friends  on  the  commit- 
tee could  present  some  practicable  and  useful 
sobeme  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr,  Bbohanan  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
motion  to  refer  this  bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 
He  felt  too  great  a  regard  for  tbe  Senator  from 
£entQcky  to  force  this  thing  npon  the  Commit- 
tee on  finance,  of  which  ho  was  chairman.  A 
correct  jndge  of  human  natore  bad  swd  that 
there  was  hot  one  step  between  the  sublime 
and  the  ridiculous.  The  great  Whig  party  had 
taken  that  step,  when  tbey  determined  to  cre- 
ate this  being,  called  "  Tbe  Hscal  Corporation 
of  the  United  States."  If  this  thing  had  deriv- 
ed its  name  from  its  natnre,  it  ought  to  have 
been  called  "  The  Kite  Flying  Kscality."  The 
great  Whig  party  had  descended  through  differ- 
ent gradations  nntjl  they  at  length  sank  to 
this  Fiscolity ;  and  he,  for  one,  sbonld  certainly 
not,  by  bis  vote,  subject  the  Senator  to  the 
mortification  of  l>ecoming  its  sponsor. 

The  motion  having  been  af^^ed  to,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  oon- 
risting  of  Mr.  Beubien,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Axobkb, 
Mr,  MoSXHXAO,  and  Mr.  HuliTiKaToir. 


Fbidat,  September  S. 

Piteal  CorpontiotL. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  coIlMtioii,  uf*. 

keeping,  and  disbnrsement  of  tbe  public  reietiM 

by  means  of  a  fiscal  Corporation,  eoDiiiig  gp 

once  more,  as  the  unfinished  busnes^  ud  tli« 

Siestion  still  being  on  OTdering  thelttll  loiu 
ird  reading — 

Mr.  BnofoKO,  of  Rhode  Jsbnd,  spoke  iir 
about  half  an  hour  in  favor  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  BiBBixir,  who  had  been  charged  will)  tht 
bill,  vent  into  a  general  reply  to  the  otjecttom 
which  hod  been  niged  ogainat  it,  eepeeuDj  bf 

Mr.  BDCnAKAB. 

Mr.  Tappah  B^d  when  Senators  on  tbe  ctltf 
side  declare  that  this  Bonk  bill  isiutendedte 
withhold  from  the  con>oration  created  b;  ji 
the  power  of  mailing  loans  and  discoaDl^  to 
felt  himself  bound  to  believe  that  such  waslkir 
honest  construction  of  it  He  was,  borenr, 
nrpriaed  that  any  man,  in  the  slightest  degne 
acquainted  with  the  banking  bnsinesB  of  tiii 
country,  who  had  read  this  bnl,  sbonld  >Dfi|Kia 
that,  nnder  its  provirions,  tfa«  oompooy  wft- 
poroted  by  It  would  not  have  unlimited  povs 
to  loan  their  paper  and  to  discount  tbeptpa 
of  their  customers.  The  ninth  fnndamenU!  a- 
tiole  aays,  that  "  the  said  ootporotion  diiE  n^ 
directly  or  mdireetly,  deal  or  trade  in  any  thinf; 
except  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  inclndiig  UHi 
or  drafta  drawn  in  one  State  or  Territory,  ml 
payable  In  another."  This  bill,  in  iU  lul 
clause,  sanctioned  a  mode  of  discounting  p>iKt, 
and  making  loans,  common  in  the  We$ttii 
country.  Ue  spoke  of  a  mode  of  doing  biii' 
ness  which  be  had  a  full  knowledge  of|  lad  to 
asked  Senators,  therefore,  to  look  at  it.  A  U 
who  wants  a  loan  fh>m  a  bank  applies  to  (to 
direoton,  and  is  told,  we  can  lend  yoo  Ih 
money,  bnt  we  do  not  take  notes  for  our  IdM 
— you  must  give  us  a  draft ;  bat,  jays  Ihs  tf- 
plieant,  I  have  no  funds  anywhere  to  draw  ip- 
on ;  no  matter,  say  the  bank-dirwtw^  Jiw 
draft  is  not  met,  or  expected  to  be  met,  beaee 
yon  have  no  funds,  that  need  make  pd  i^ 
ference ;  you  pay  it  here,  <nfA  (Ac  aA»f, 
when  the  time  it  has  to  run  is  out ;  »o  the  h»- 
rower  signs  a  draft  or  bill  of  exchange  en  sa*- 
body  in  New  York,  Phaadelphia,  or  BsltJnw^ 
and  pays  the  discount  for  the  time  it  bu  U 
mn ;  when  that  time  comes  round,  the  to^ 
rower  pays  Into  tiie  Bank  the  araonntofw 
draft,  with  two,  four,  six,  or  ten  p*f  '•"J- 
whatever  the  rate  of  exchange  may  be,  ami  the 
affair  is  settled,  and  he  gets  a  renewal  for  iu? 
days,  by  ibrther  paying  the  diecoant  to  Iw 
sam  borrowed ;  and  if  it  is  on  accomtoodilioa 
loan,  it  is  renewed  (iwn  time  to  time  by  P*rj* 
the  discount  and  exchange.  Vary  (b»  «  t» 
Western  banks,  ho  believed,  discounted  now; 
tbey  found  It  much  more  profitable  to  del!  ■ 
exchange,  as  it  is  called ;  bat  this  detlief  n 
exchange  enables  the  bonks  to  disoooDt  ismKk 
pqter,  and  to  loan  as  modioflhelrowiii** 
aa  the  t^-bshioiied  mode  of  d' ^-  "■ 
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B  differenoe  in  fona  merelf,  with  this  advan- 
tig»  to  the  buika,  that  it  eusblea  them  to  get 
from  thrar  cnitomera  ten  or  twelve  per  oenL  on 
[brir  louu,  instead  of  the  six,  to  which,  in  dis- 
conntiDg  notes,  th^  are  nsnall]'  restricted. 
Ho*,  then,  he  asked,  could  Benators  mj  that 
this  bill  did  not  give  the  power  to  make  loans 
W  diMoontst  He  bad  showed  them  how, 
mider  this  law.  both  louu  and  disooonts  will  he 
Duda  witboat  limitation. 

The  qneetton  was  tbenpnt,  "Shall  thtshiU 
be  read  a  third  timet "  The  yeas  and  nays 
biTJng  been  demanded,  th«  vot«  stood  aa  fol- 
Iotb: 

Till.— lUMra.  ArdiCT,  Smmn,  Bstes,  Berrien, 
CtiMie,  Cli^  of  Kentndij,  CUybni,  Diion,  Evxns, 
linhui,  HendetMD,  Hmitiiigton,  Ker,  Nuigum, 
ICerrick,  Uller,  Horehetd,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentin, 
Proton,  Brnmonl,  amith  of  Indiua,  Southud,  Tsll- 
Bsdge,  WUte,  »nd  WooAiitdge— ST. 

KxTs.— MeiBi.  Allen,  Benton,  Buduuun,  Cil- 
bnm,  CI17  af  *Uh.n..  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  KJng. 
Um,  KcBoberts,  Houtori,  Nicholson,  Fierce,  RiTea, 
Serin,  ^lli  tj  Conaecticut,  Stui^eon,  Tappui, 
Walker,  Woodborj,  Wright,  and  Young— 22. 


The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  its 

title,  and  finally  poMed. 

The  qnestioa  being  next  on  the  title  of  the 
bill, 

Hr.  Tappan  mored  that  it  be  changed  to  the 
style  and  tide  of  "  The  United  States  Bank." 
He  cont«nded  that  it  was  inoonNstent  with  tlio 
boasted  chivalry  of  the  Senator  from  Eeutncky 
to  sanction  any  subterfuge,  or  shrink  from  call- 
ing things  by  their  right  names.  This  was 
nothing  but  a  United  States  Bank,  and  it  ought 
to  be  called  by  its  real  name,  and  not  by  one 
which  was  not  applicable  to  it. 

Several  of  Mr,  TAPPis's  friends  requested  ho 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  at  their  re- 
quest  he  did  so. 

The  title  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Tbis  tdll,  like  the  prerious  one,  was  dinppTored 
by  the  Preadent,  and  ntonied  to  the  House,  whera 
It  WIS  [Reeled  by  a  vote  of  lOS  for  the  bill,  80 
sgainst  i(-^eaa  than  the  canatitutional  m^ori^ ;  and 
ConpeH  a^oomed.] 
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TWENTT-SEVENTH  CONGRESa-SECOND  SESSM. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 
SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVE8. 


DtSKHATB. 
KoNDAT,  December  6, 1841, 

Ttie  second  eession  of  die  TweDtj-eeTetith 
Gougreas  convened  to^a^,  in  canfonnity  with 
the  Ooiutitu^on  of  the  United  States.  The 
FxcamiMT  of  the  Senate  took  his  aetA  at  the 
hour  of  13  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batabd. 

OrArtd,  Tb*t  the  Benetuj  of  the  Senat 
the  House  of  RepreeenUtiTes  thM  a  quorum  of  thg 
Snate  u  in  ■ttendance,  ind  re«ly  to  proceed  to  bus- 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoose,  in- 
forming tlie  SenAte  that  there  vaa  a  qaornm 
of  that  bod;r  ii>  attendance,  and  readj  to  pro- 
ceed to  boainess.  That  a  committee  of  three 
had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  join  ench  committee  as  might  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wut  on  the  Pre«- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
qnornms  of  both  Honges  of  Congrese  were 
in  attendance,  prepared  to  transact  bosineas, 
and  receive  anj  conrniunioadon  he  might  he 
pleased  to  bvnsmlt;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr  Batabo,  the  Phssident 
of  the  Senate  was  directed  to  name  two  to 
eoDBtitnte  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  in  conformity  with  the  above  mes- 
sage; when  Messrs.  Batabd  and  Bates  were 
named  by  the  Pbksidbkt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallhadob, 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


Mr.  BsYxoLDa,  of  Blinotsi  infoimel  tk 
Spxaeeb  that  Gen.  Hikbt  Do&oi,  Ihs  hvI; 
elected  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wikcd- 
sin,  was  in  attendance,  and  moved  thit  Ot 
nana]  oath  be  administered  to  him. 

Mr.  DoDo<  was  accordingly  qnalified,  ud 
took  his  seat 

On  motion  h;  Ur.  Fillhobx, 

The  Hod.  Fbahcis  Gbahoxr,  elected  a  Bepn- 
sentative  fh>m  the  State  of  New  York,  to  np- 
'f  the  vaooncy  occasioned  by  the  reNgiitia 

the  Hon.  Mr.  Gbxio,  wu  qoalified,  aod  Uxt 

A  tneasoge  was  received  from  th«  Stett 
bj  Mr.  DioEora,  their  Secretary,  ctatingtbtt 
qaornm  of  that  body  bad  assembled,  sod  vat 
ready  to  proceed  to  bnsinesa. 

Mr.  JoBKsoH,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  ttutl 
that  his  name  stood  on  the  list  of  onerftbt 
most  important  committees  of  the  lad  KftMi 
—the  Gommittee  on  Public  I^nds;  uJ,  » 
the  important  measnre  which  he  had  most  il 
heart  had  been  passed  npon,  in  the  enscbutoi 
of  the  Land  bill,  be  hoped  the  Speaker  voiiU 
name  in  filling  Dp  that  oommiCUe  lif 
this  session.  Tliere  was  another  meuun  ii 
which  be  took  an  eqaal  interest  aad  ihtt 
was  the  establtehment  of  a  national  fbcm^. 
gave  notice  that  he  would  take  the  esriicA 
opportunity  of  moving  for  a  Select  OomnuctM 
to  take  that  snbject  into  consderstion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Visk, 

Hie  Boose  adionmed. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPESSBNTATIVES 

Monday,  Deoember  6. 
At  12  o'clock  the  Spkakui  called  tbe  Honse 
to  order,  and  the  roll  was  called,  when  IIS 
members  answered  to  thdr  names. 


TuRBDAT,  December  7, 

Mr.  Batabs,  from  the  Joint  OommitiM  m 

tbe  part  of  the  Senate  to  wiUt  npon  tbe  Prea- 

dent  of  the  United  States^  and  idbnn  him  Oiit 

Oongresa  was  organind  for  bonoess,  nportol 
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th«  PreaideDt  bad  infe 

ia  would  this  daj',  at  13  o'olo^  cotamnniaate 

to  both  HoDiM  a  UMBUge  in  wriUng.    Whore- 

qion 

A  llMnge  tnan  the  Preaideiit  of  th«  Vidted 
BUlM  vai  raoelnd  hj  Boam  Ttub,  Esq., 
bii  private  leeretarT'. 

Tm  Chaix  then  communicated  to  the 
Senate  Ae  Hessage  of  th«  Preaident,  wbich 
¥U  read  as  followii : 


Id  comiDs  together,  fellov-citliena,  to  enlor  again 
^D  the  ducluuge  of  the  duties  with  which  the 
feopte  tuTB  charged  us,  aeTerally,  we  find  great 
occaiioD  to  r^olce  in  the  general  prosperitj  of  the 
ccnmtn.  We  are  in  the  eiuo3'ment  of  all  the  bleat- 
lagi  ofetTil  and  relinoiu  libertj,  with  unexampled 
nmia  of  edocmtion,  knowledge,  and  improrement 
Thronrii  ibe  jear  which  is  now  dnwina  to  a  close, 
peace  hat  been  in  our  tmrden,  and  plenty  In  our 
tuhititioQi ;  uii  although  diseaaa  haa  riiited  Mine 
lew  Mrtiou  of  the  land  with  diitreu  and  mortalit]', 
jel  in  gaoenl  the  health  of  the  people  has  been 
pmarrei^  aad  we  are  all  called  upon,  by  the  liigb- 
eit  otiGgatkiu  of  duty,  to  renew  our  thanks  and 
oar  deTotiOD  to  our  HeaTsulj  Parent,  who  tiaa 
coutiaued  to  Touctuftfa  to  ua  the  emiuent  bleaalDga 
which  aorroujid  B8,  and  wbo  has  so  tlgiwll]' crowned 
lEie  jear  with  hia  goodness.  If  we  find  oaraelyea 
iicreaiing,  berond  example,  in  nniubera.  In  itrenglh, 
m  wealth,  in  knowled^,  In  erer;  thing  wbicb  pro- 
molts  human  and  social  hspiriness,  let  us  ever  re- 
BKinber  our  dependence,  for  all  these,  on  tlie  pro- 
tKtisu  and  merciful  dispensatlona  of  Divine  ^ov- 
idence. 

Soee  your  last  adjournment,  Alexander  HcLeod, 
a  Briiidi  nbject,  who  waa  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  an  American  citixea,  and  whose  case  h  ~  *"  ~~ 
the  mbjeot  of  >  eorrespandence  heretofora 
iKated  to  yon,  has  been  acquitted  by  the  verdict 
of  10  impartial  and  intelligent  Jury,  and  bat,  under 
(be  jodgmcnt  of  the  court,  been  regularly  dis- 
cbs^d. 

Great  Britain  having  made  luiowa  to  this  Gov- 
trument  that  the  oxpedilion  which  was  fitted  ool 
(roin  Canada  for  the  destmction  of  the  steamboat 
Caroline,  In  the  winter  of  1B3T,  and  which  teaulted 
En  ihe  destmction  of  said  boat,  and  Id  die  death  of 
•n  Ainerlcaa  citizen,  was  undertaken  by  orders 
■■unsting  from  the  snthoritice  of  the  British  Gov- 
emment  m  Canada,  and  demanding  the  diacharge 
of  McLeod,  npon  the  ground  that,  if  engaged  in 
that  expediUon,  he  did  but  fulfil  the  orden  of  bis 
GoTemnient,  has  thus  been  answered  In  the  only 
vay  in  which  she  could  be  answered  by  a  Govern- 
Meal,  the  powers  of  which  are  distributed  among 
to  several  deparlmenls  by  the  fundamental  law. 
Bappilytbr  the  people  ofGreat  Britain,  as  well  as  for 
Ooee  of  the  United  Sutea,  the  only  mode  by  which 
la  individual,  arraigned  for  a  criminal  olfeiiGe,  be- 
fcre  the  courts  of  either,  can  obtain  bis  discharge, 
h  by  the  Independent  action  of  the  judiciary,  and 
by  proceedinga  equally  familiar  -  -^ 
Mtlta  countries. 

If  in  Great  Britain  a  power  exists  in  the  crown 

le  cause  to  be  entered  a  tuJU  pnutgui,  which  is 

IK  the  case  witb  the  Eiecative  power  of  the  United 

Toi.  XIV.— M 


States  upon  a  prosecution  pending  in  a  State  court; 
yet  tJUn  no  more  than  Jlsrs,  can  the  chief  Eiecu* 
live  power  leeene  a  prisoner  from  cnslody  without 
an  order  from  the  proper  tribunal  directing  hit  dis- 


monlclpal  regulation  exclusively,  and  not  to  be 
GOmiduDed  of  by  any  other  Government.  In  oasee 
of  thiskind,  a  Oovemnient  beoomea  politically  re- 
sponuble  oijy,  when  its  tribunals  of  last  resort  are 
1  to  have  rendered  unjust  and  h^urions  judg- 
I  in  aattcn  not  doubtful.  To  the  estabMi- 
and  elucidation  of  this  prindi^  no  nadon 
has  iMit  it*  authority  more  efieiently  than  Great 
Britain.  Alexander  McLeod  having  his  option 
either  to  prosecute  a  writ  of  error  (ram  the  ded- 
don  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  which 
had  been  ratdered  npon  his  ap^ication  for  a  dis- 
sharge,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Dnited  States, 
)r  to  sobmit  his  ease  to  the  deddon  of  a  jury,  pre- 
ferred the  latter,  deeming  it  the  readiest  mode  of 
obtaining  his  liberation ;  and  the  result  has  fidly 
■oilalnea  Ihe  wisdom  of  his  choice.  The  manner 
hi  wUeh  the  Issue  submitted  was  tried,  will  satisfy 
the  EiwUah  Oovenuiient  that  the  principles  of  Jus- 
tice wiU  never  fUl  to  govern  the  enUghlened  ded- 
rion  of  an  Atnericaa  Mbtuud.  I  cannot  Ul,  how- 
ever, to  snggeat  to  Congress  the  propriety,  and 
In  aome  degree  the  necessity,  of  msUng  •acb  pro- 
vi^ns  by  Taw,  to  br  as  they  may  coostitutloaally 
do  so,  lor  the  removal,  at  their  commeoeement, 
the  option  of  the  party,  of  all  auch  cases  at 
ereafter  ante,  and  wUch  may  Invtdve  the 
1  observance  and  eiecution  li  oar  iatenia- 
tional  obUgationa,  from  the  Slate  t 
Jadidary.  Thit  Oovemment,  by  ot 
I*  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  peace  a 
preaervatioD  of  amioable  reUtiona  with  the  nations 
erf  the  eartii,  and  ought  to  posteet,  wltboat  qnes- 
tion,  all  the  reatonable  and  proper  means  of  nds- 
laiidog  the  one  aad  preserving  the  other.  WUltt 
just  confidence  la  felt  in  Uie  Judiciary  of  the  Btatei^ 
yet  this  Govemment  ought  to  be  competent  in  it- 
self for  the  fulfilment  of  the  high  duties  which  have 
been  devolved  npon  It  under  the  organic  law,  by 
the  Sutea  themielvet. 

In  the  month  of  September,  a  party  of  aiwed 
men  from  Upper  Canada  hivaded  the  territory  of 
tiie  United  ^alea,  and  ferdbly  srixed  upon  the 
person  of  one  Gtmsii,  and,  under  ciieninttaooee 
of  neat  hanhnets,  oorriedlj  earned  lum  beyond 
the  llmltt  of  the  united  BMm,  and  delivered  hin 
up  to  the  ao^iorities  of  Upper  Canada.  Hii  Im- 
mediate dischsrge  waa  ordered  by  thcee  anthoritlei, 
upon  the  tacts  of  the  case  being  brought  to  their 
knowledge— a  couru  of  procedure  which  waa  to 
have  been  expected  from  a  nation  with  wbmn  we 
are  at  peace,  and  which  was  not  more  due  to  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  than  to  Its  own  regard 
for  justice.  The  oorreqnndence  which  pasted  be- 
tween the  Department  of  Btste  sad  the  British  En- 
voy, Xr.  Fox,  and  with  Ihe  Governor  of  Vermont, 
u  soon  as  the  fscis  had  beeo  made  known  to  this  .. 
Department,  are  herewith  eommnntcated. 

I  regret  that  It  Is  not  In  my  power  to  make  known 
to  yon  an  equally  saUtflKlory  oonolosion  In  the 
case  of  the  Caroline  iteamer,  with  Ihe  drcum- 
stances  connected  with  the  deetraetlon  of  wMch, 
in  December,  18t7,  by  an  aimed  force  fitted  out 
the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  yon  are  already 
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for  the  piibUe  wnmg  don*  M  the  tJulled  BUiM  b; 
tbia  invuion  of  her  territoTT,  eo  whoUj  iireconcila- 
bk  nith  her  right*  u  en  Independent  power,  hu 
^t  been  made.  In  the  Tie*  taken  b;  this  Qor- 
ernment,  the  Inqnirr  whether  the  TeBsel  WM  io' 
tlw  empkijme&t  of  thoee  who  went  proeecnting  en 
uuathorfMd  irar  tgtlnit  that  ProTlace,  or  wu 
engaged  b;  the  owner  In  the  bn^nees  oftnioaport- 
ioK  pMeengen  to  and  Irani  Strj  leUnd  In  hopei  of 
prirate  gan,  which  wa*  moat  probahly  the  cam, 
n  no  degree  alters  the  real  quettion  at  ieane  be- 
tween Ibe  two  QoTemmentR.  This  GoTemment 
tan  never  eoocede  to  any  foreign  GoTemment  the 
power,  eioept  in  a  ca«e  of  the  raoK  urgent  and  ex- 
ttMM  Deceuitf ,  of  inTai&ng  its  tnritory,  either  to 
arreat  the  petmna  or  dettroj  the  property  of  thoee 
who  nukThBTe  riolaied  tbe  nanloipal  lam  of  Bvch 
taniga  QoTemmeat,  or  have  diaregarded  Ihtir  ob- 
Hpttoni  ariiUig  under  the  law  of  nation*.  The 
territory  of  tbe  tJaited  Slate*  moft  be  regarded  aa 
BBcredlj  eecore  e^nat  all  soeh  inTadone,  until 
tbej  ihall  Tolnntani;  acknowledge  their  inability 
to  acquit  themselregof  thoir  dutlet  to  otberi.  And 
In  annooncinK  this  eentiment,  I  do  but  afflm  a 
prlndple  whidi  no  nation  on  earth  would  be  mora 
ready  to  Tindloate,  at  all  baxuds,  than  the  people 
and  GoTemment  of  Great  Britain. 

Jl,  upon  a  fiiU  inreatigation  of  all  the  facte,  It 
■ball  appear  that  the  owner  of  the  Caroline  waa 
goTimed  bj  a  hocUle  intent,  or  had  made  common 
canae  with  thoee  who  were  in  the  occupancT 
of  KaTj  Idaad,  Aen,  eo  far  a*  bo  la  concerned, 
Ihereoan  b«  no  claim  toindenmityfor  thedeetrue- 
tlon  of  hia  boat,  wbieh  thli  QoTemment  would  feel 
Ittelf  bound  to  proaeeute — nnce  he  would  have 
acted  not  only  in  derogation  of  tiie  rigbta  of  Great 
Brtt^,  but  In  clear  violation  of  tiie  lawe  of  the 
United  Btat«a;  bat  that  is  a  question  which,  how- 
erer  eettled,  in  no  manner  IutoIvm  tbe  higher  con- 
rideraUon  of  tlie  violaUon  of  territorial  lOTcreignty 
and  JnriadiclIotL  To  reoognlie  It  h  en  admieei- 
l>la  pnoUee  thateach  OoremnwDt,  in  iM  turn,  upon 
any  ndden  and  onaothorised  outbreak,  which,  on  a 
ftvntier,  the  extent  of  whieh  rendera  It  imponible 
tat  either  to  have  an  'cffloient  foroe  on  every  mile 
of  it,  and  which  outbreak,  therefore,  neither  maybe 
aide  to  BDppre«a  in  a  'day,  may  take  Tengeanco  into 
111  own  hands,  and  wiuiout  even  a  remooitraoce, 
and  in  the  abaence  of  any  preMing  or  ovemdlng 
neeeeitity,  may  invade  tbe  terrhory  of  the  other, 
would  bMvil^y  lead  to  reeulU  equally  to  be  de- 
plored bv  both.  When  border  eoliidoM  «orae  to 
Moeive  tbe  sanction,  or  to  be  made  on  the  authority 
of  dther  Oavenment,  generd  war  must  be  the  In- 
eivil^ie  result.  While  It  la  tbe  ardent  desire  of  the 
Doited  Butea  t«  oulttvate  the  relationi  of  peace 
with  all  nations,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  good 
ndghboAood  towards  thoee  who  poaseaa  territories 
a^oinlng  tlieir  own,  that  very  desire  vould  lead 
them  to  deqy  the  rl^t  of  any  foreign  power  to  in- 
vade their  boundary  with  an  armed  force.  Tbe 
eerreepondence  between  the  two  Gcvemraenls  on 
tUs  snl^ect,  will,  at  a  fliluie  day  of  your  seasion, 
be  cnbmitteii  to  your  conrideration;  aud,  in  the 
Bwui  time,  I  eannot  but  Indnlge  tbe  hope  that  the 
Britldi  Govemment  wHI  see  the  propriety  of  nt- 
BOnwrfng,  as  a  rule  of  future  action,  tbe  precedent 
which  has  been  set  in  the  aJ&ii  at  SchlMser. 

J  lierewitb  anbmit  the  corretpondence  which  hsa 
recentiy  taken  [Jaoe  between  the  Ameriean  Hiida- 
ter  at  the  Court  of  Su  Jamea,  Ur.  SMvenaon,  and 


the  Hiiditer  of  Foreign  Afialra  of  that  OomuKii, 
on  the  right  cUmeif  by  that  Govemment  to  mt 
and  detain  veaael*  niUng  under  the  Americu  li^ 
and  engaged  in  pioaecDiug  lawful  eoouuia  b  Ik 
AMoan  seas.     Our  commercial  Interests  in  lint  it- 

K'  in  have  experienced  conadeiahle  iDCKut.uil 
re  become  an  otgect  of  much  ImporUnce,  uA  k 
is  the  duty  of  this  Govemment  to  protect  liua 
ualnat  all  improper  and  vexatious  iatermptMiL 
However  deairoue  the  United  Etates  miy  be  for  ik 
Buppreesioa  of  the  slave-trade,  they  canaot  tatuiiit 
to  interpolations  into  the  maritime  code,  tt  Ik 
mere  will  and  pleasure  of  other  Govcnuneuu,  Ti 
deny  the  right  of  any  luoh  interpolation  to  u;  ou, 
or  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  without  oui  coneeU, 
We  claim  to  have  a  voice  in  all  amendmenti  oi  it 
terationa  of  that  code— and  wlien  we  »>•  girtD  i< 
understand,  aa  In  UJa  instance,  by  a  tbitap  Gmtrt- 
ment,  that  It*  treaties  with  other  nations  csooot  be 
ezecnted  without  the  estsbilahment  sad  GDf<(» 
ment  of  newprindples  of  maritime  police,  to  In  if' 
plied  without  our  consent,  we  must  emploj  i  hi- 
guage  neither  of  equivocal  import,  nor  Eueceplible 
of  misconstruction.  American  citiieiu  pra5eai£i{ 
a  lawful  commerce  In  tbe  African  seas,  luidti  At 
flag  of  their  country,  are  not  responaiblf  hi  tk 
abuse  or  unlawful  use  of  that  Sag  by  othen ;  ux 
con  they  rightfully,  on  account  of  any  ucb  ■llctt' 
abases,  be  Siternipted,  molested,  or  detaiued  >ue 
on  the  ocean;  and  if  thus  molested  and  ditiiiicl 
while  pursuing  honest  voyages,  in  the  nsul  i^, 
and  violating  no  law*  themselves,  they  an  uqM- 
tionably  entitled  to  indemnity.  This  GoTtrDmitl 
has  manifested  its  repugnance  to  the  dave-lndi.  it 
a  numner  which  cannot  l>e  miaiindentood  fiTiU 
fundamental  law,  it  prescribed  linutl  in  point  <( 
time  to  its  continuance ;  snd  against  iti  on  Q^ 
xena,  who  might  to  6u  forget  the  right*  of  bsmw* 
ty  as  to  engage  in  that  wicked  tramc,  it  liu  k*{ 
Mnce,  by  its  municipal  laws,  denounced  tlx  "^ 
condign  punishment.  Many  of  the  Statu  c<bdf« 
ing  tms  Union  bad  made  appeals  to  tbe  o<ili>| 
world  fbr  its  suppression,  long  l>efore  tlu  uon- 
aense  of  other  natlonj  had  become  shocked  b;  lb 
Iniquities  of  the  traffic  Whether  tUa  GoremBOl 
should  now  enter  into  treaties  omtoiauig  miil» 
stipulationB  upon  this  subject,  is  a  question  ^  "^ 
mature  deliberation.  Certain  it  is,  that  if  tbe  li^ 
to  det^D  American  sliips  on  the  hi^  aesi  cm  k 
Jostilted  on  the  plea  of  a  necessitr  for  mch  lieW 
tion,  arirfngout  of  the  exiateoceof  tnallesbelna 
other  nations,  the  aame  plea  may  be  eiteoM  w 
enlarged  by  the  new  stipulalion*  of  new  Inuie^  t* 
which  the  United  State*  may  not  be  a  p"*;- 
This  Government  will  not  cease  to  sige  upm  tW 
of  Great  Britain  flill  and  ample  remnoention  loril 
iossea,  whether  erioinK  from  detention  oretint"*'. 
to  wblch  American  citiiens  have  htrelotbr*  bMM' 
may  hereafter  be  subjected,  by  the  eierdKOf  lijUi 
which  this  Govemment  cannot  recognise  *<  I'P''' 
mate  and  proper.  Nor  will  I  iodulgo  a  domlU  W 
that  the  sense  of  justico  of  Great  Britain  will  (^ 
strain  her  to  make  retribution  for  any  vronji  <* 
loaa,  which  any  American  dtiscn,  en^grd  i°  '*' 
prosecution  of  lawful  commerce,  may  bin  (^ 
rienccd  at  the  hand  of  her  cruisers,  or  oilier  jxl" 
authorities.  This  Government,  at  tbe  ■»»  "i* 
wiU  relax  no  effort  to  prevent  ita  ctliienii  '^  »"* 
be  any  eo  disposed,  from  proaeesting  ■  m^  " 
revidtlng  to  the  feelings  of  humanity.  It  '*^*}1 
.  do  no  more  than  to  protect  tlie  Ikir  ts'  ^"'* 
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Irtder  from  moleatatlon  knd  Injnrj  ;  bnt  while  the 
tDlerprisIng  muioer,  engaged  in  the  paranlt  of  ui 
hononble  tnde,  la  eotiticd  to  iU  protection,  It  will 
Tjril  vitb  oondi^  pannhment  otbera  of  an  oppo- 
se chmoter. 

I  TDTite  jonr  ittestion  to  exUbg  !>*■  for  the 
npprNsIoo  of  the  AlHcsn  BlBTC-tTBdei  and  reeom- 
meod  iU  mdi  alterallonl  aa  may  gtre  to  them 
mater  force  and  efficacy.  That  the  AmerloaD  flag 
k  grostlT  abneed  b;  the  abandoned  and  proSlgBle 
of  other  nations,  is  bat  too  probable.  Oongraai 
ha^  not  long  dnce,  had  thia  nibjeot  under  ita  con- 
lidtratiaa,  and  its  importanoe  weUjuitlfiea  renewed 


iiewhh  tiie  oopj  of  a  oorre- 
yondence  tietween  Kr.  Sterenion  and  Lord  lU- 
iBoMon,  npon  the  inttject,  m  iDlereeUng  to  leTEnl 
of  the  Bombetn  Slatee,  of  the  rice  dnti^  which  re- 
ntted  hooonUr  to  tbejiiatice  of  Great  Britain,  and 
■      -  ■    lo  the  W    ■  "    ■ 


mlieen  made  in  n 
ifaii  Oorenment  and  ^ 
the  fioal  nttlemeot  of  the  qi 
between  the  teirilorial  limit!  of  the  two  eonatriea. 
In^rattoaartliat  Utile  hrtherad*ancemant  of  llw 
object  Iwt  been  aeeonplirfied  rfitce  bat  Tear;  bnt 
the)  la  owing  to  drcnmetancM  no  mj  InffieUho  of 
1117  abaUmait  of  tlie  dcairs  of  both  partiM  lo  hiMen 
the  aegodatton  lo  lla  condndon,  and  to  aettle  the 
queMianliidlqMiteMeerij  as  possible,  blliecoana 
of  the  session,  h  is  my  h^  to  be  aide  to  atmomice 
nme  fbrtfier  degree  of  pnwrcea  tomrda  tlia  Meom- 
plUuuetit  of  tfaSa  higfaly  ds^able  end. 

Hie  commisrion  qipofaited  bj  fliiB  QoremMnt  ftir 
the  eiploratSon  and  snrrej  of  the  line  of  bovndary 
wpanilng  the  SMee  of  Maliio  end  New  HsBii«hire 
fron  tira  eonlennlnous  Biitidi  Fiariness^  is,  It  b 
bdiered,  alMmt  to  doee  ita  field  latwi^  and  ia  ex- 
pected soon  to  repwt  the  rendt  of  ~' 


The  Ulore  on  the  pert  of  Spain  to  pay,  with  pono- 
tnaUty,  the  interest  doe  under  tbe  Convention  of  1B84, 
(or  the  aetderoent  of  duma  between  Ute  two  eouutries, 
hM  made  it  the  doty  ti  the  Biecottve  to  rail  the  par- 
tieolar  attention  of  that  GoTHwnent  to  Ae  snUeel 
A.  dispoiWDn  has  be«  msuUMed  by  It,  wUofa  Is 
bfUeved  to  be  entirely  sinoere,  to  (tallii  Its  oblindon^ 
in  this  remect,  eo  amm  as  Ita  Internal  oondiam  and 
the  state  or  ita  finaiMeewiU  permit  An  airangenrat 
lain  pTOgresa,frtnn  (beresaltof  wbidi,  it  is'     '' 


A  Treaty  of  Commeice  and  Nai 


leice  and  Na*intioii 
and  rigned  at  Wadi 


limited   by  its  term,  and    bae,  tliecefore,  beeome 
Toid. 

TUe  oocmreaoe  aasumes  the  graver  aqwct  from 
the  eonsldenUion  that,  in  IBSS,  a  treaty  negotiated 
between  the  two  GoTemmeota,  and  nUifled  on  tlie 
put  of  the  Unitad  Statea,  (Wed  to  be  latifled  on  the 
pert  of  Bel^mo.    The  Rcpresentadrv  of  that  Got- 


^nie  jdnt«( 

Tezaa,  to  aicettdn  the  ti  .  

two  oomMei,  has  ocoduded  lb  labors ;  bat  Hm 
flnal  i^Kirt  of  the  ooesmlsskmer  of  Oa  United  SitfM 
has  not  lieen  recdved.  It  is  tmderslood,  how- 
ever, that  the  mertdiai)  line,  as  bated  by  the  com- 


The  United  Statsa  cannot  but  take  a  deq>  hrtaiast 
In  whatever  relatea  to  this  yonng,  but  growing  Be- 

Eobllo.  Settled  priadpally  by  em^ianla  from  the 
'nited  States,  we  have  tbe  h^plness  to  know,  that 
the  great  princ^ka  of  dvn  libtMy  are  there  dcalined 
lo  flonrin,  nnder  wlae  iarittntiona  and  lAoUaonie 
laws;  and  thai,  thraogli  Ha  example,  anoAcrevidenee 
^.^^l^l^l■^ll^^^i^^^ftf^ll^^l.^lM^^rti^p^lp^^l.>^^n^^^^^^tKns 


^oryoftbebmnanrace.  The  great  tratb,  that  Gov- 
enment  waa  made  foe  the  pec^e,  and  not  the  peo- 
ple for  Govemmant,  hia  dnady  lieen  eatablisbed  fai 
the  practioe  and  1^  the  example  of  tliese  United 
States;  and  we  can  do  no  otlierthan  ooatemplate 
its  fbrther  eistnpUOaatiati  by  a  sister.  Bepnblit^  with 
the  deepest  interesL 
Onr  rdationa  with  tlie  IndiWBideo'  "*  —  - '  -  ■ 
ler  the  dtmi 


hemlq>here,  fomerly  n 


e  dtmdnkmof  Spain, 


incMssatsai^dnaty  oohMbIs  to, 
between,  thoae  oonntilea,  are  to  be  greatly  deplor- 
ed, as  aacMstrily  tendisg  to  disable  uem  ftmn  per- 
fbnnliu  thdr  dntigB  as  laaiabsis  of  the  ■r-Tirmhy 
of  nstfcos^  and  rWag  to  the  dsstiny  which  the  pod- 
tioB  aDd  natval  lesoiuaea  of  maByof  them  might 
d  thstn  jnslly  toaatic^ate;  aa  eonstantly  giv^ 
adon,  au^  direotly  or  indirectly,  tat  irrwpjalirts 
the  pan  of  oar  cUlaMia  idM  reaoct  Ihlthar  f<w  pw- 
Ha  of  Gommsrdd  intanoniae,  and  ss  tetanHng  Tsp- 
■ration  fbr  wrODga  already  eomnulUd,  sosoeofwUsh 
■i«  I7  no  means  of  reoent  date. 
'  The  More  of  the  Oongteas  of  Ecnador  to  hdd  a 
Bsdcn,  at  the  time  appdnted  for  that  pnrpoae,  in 
Jmmary  ha^  will  probaldy  render  abortive  a  trea^ 
of  eomoMne  with  that  Bepnfalie,  idildi  waa  dgned  ai 
Qdio  on  the  18th  of  Jtme,  1889,  and  had  been  duly 
ratified  on  ovr  part,  l»t  wUdi  Mqoirad  the  approba- 
tion of  that  body,  prior  to  ita  raMcadan  by  the 

~ '     "TecaUve. 

D  irtiich  baa  betn  eonddUd  with  the 


mnly  riiown  a  dlmMwitictt  to  enlU- 
aml^  wHh  that  Knpire,  that  It  b 
hoped,  the  nneqmvooal  tokens  of  the  aame  aptait  tow- 
ards ua,  wliidi  an  aijjnBbnent  of  the  alUn  rdctied 
to  would  aftbtd,  will  be  given  willwtit  farther  avdd- 
abledeUy. 

nie  war  with  the  Indian  tribcB  on  the  peninaola  of 
Florida  has,  during  the  last  summer  and  lall,  been 
proaecated  with  nntirinc  sotiTlty  and  seal.  A  nun-  _ 
mer  campaign  WM  readved  opon  as  the  best  mode  of ' 
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bringiBg  it  to  m  eloM.  Our  tanT«  offlosn  tad  men 
vfaolum  beea  eiigig«d  in  tli«t Mrrim,  hara  snRved 
li^  ud  printioiu,  and  sxhiUt«d  *a  «tMtgTi  wMdi, 


thBm  ODoaMtai^y.  NumtMn  bne  bacn  uqitiirad,  and 
■iU  graatcr  ntunben  b«ra  mrauhrad,  and  bara 
beoi  (tMMpoit«d  to  J4>iii  their  butbiea  on  Ute  landi 
danrtun  alMted  to  (hem  b;  llu  GoTtnuDBBi— and  a 
Mm«IiapebMU«tdMd"  -    -'-"- •-  ■   * 


nd  eipenJve  w 
I.    WlOtaUthe 


weano^ojlBgthBblaalngt  of  peace.    Onrdotj,  u 

mU  aa  our  beat  intenota,  pnunpt  as  to  obaarre,  hi 

aU  our    bitercootee  with  them,  fid^T  I 

nor  engagementa,  ths  pnwliae  of  atnijt 

wtiX  M  Iha  conatant  exo'dae  of 

■tdUDdneaa.     Tbeae  are  the  great 

elTifintloti,  and  tbnwgb  the  nae  of  t 

the  nntotoTod  child  ofthe  fotvet  be  indnoed 

to  in  teadilngs. 

The  8eeMu7  of  State,  on  *bmn  the  tote  of  Con- 
ptm  hare  derolred  ths  diitj  of  direoting  tho  pro- 
eeadlnga  for  the  taking  ti  the  Szlh  Cenna,  or  wra- 
mentfam  of  tiw  iobaliitania  of  the  ITmted  8iai«a,  iriU 
nport  to  (be  two  Hcoaaa  the  piogreaa  of  that  woak. 
Taa  enameralkHi  of  petsona  haa  been  Mnptoted,  and 
eitdUta  >  grand  total  of  17,oail,468 ;  making  an 
Inenaae  orer  the  Coma  of  JS80  of  4,S0S,MA  t^iab- 

hanta,  and  afaowing  a  gain  in  a        ""~ 

per  ecDt  to  the  iMt  tan  Team. 


, ,  also,  the  OarenunentaMjlM 

jMtlfted  In  ao  diaerindnating,  bj  icftnnee  to  ottn 
cooatdetitiona  of  dameatiotK^noonneeUdvlite* 
mamibctnrea.  So  )o^  aa  the  dndo  daR  beUl 
with  dSatinct  reftreMO  to  the  wuM  ot  Itw  Tiwiuij, 
no  wdMbnDded  ol^eetiaD  can  e^at  againat  Om.  ft 
might  be  eatecBMd  d««tnUe  that  no  adoli  aagawM 
tion  of  the  tasM  riioold  take  pUee  aa  WQold  bnt  Oi 
the  laud  pioceedB  AaattnliMid 
,  wUdi  act  la  dedaied  to  b(B 


Wrom  the  rnMXt  of  the  Becretatr  of  the  TreaBiii7, 
von  will  be  iaArmed  of  the  eondllion  of  tbe  flnanoea. 
IIm  balanoe  hi  the  Treaamy  od  tbe  flnl  of  Jaamwr 


Baarion,  waa  «»81,I4S  OS.  The  reodpta  farto  Ae 
Jrmaarj,  dniing  the  firat  (bree  qnarten  of  tUa 
2«ar,  from  all  aonreee,  aiaouiit  to  $3S,W,on  M. 
IheeatimatedTeoelptafortha  tbnrlh  qoarter  amount 
to  t^M8,<»5  U,  amounting  to  ^,410,107  11 ; 
and  making,  with  the  balanee In  the  Treaaory  on  the 
flnt  of  Juaai7  laat,  tSI,8»T,fiIS  SO.  Hie  expand- 
Itara  for  tb«  fint  tluee  qoaiian  of  ttda  year  amonnt 
Ift  «M,784,84a  Vt.  ItweipeDditiirN  tor  the  fiNuth 
tinaiter,  aa  eetbnated,  wUl  anunnt  to  t7,M0,UT  f  I 
—tea  maUug  a  total  of  |SS,oai(,070  70 ;  and  leaT- 
Inf  a  daBdt  to  be  ]n«Tlded  for,  cm  the  firat  of  January 
&nt,ofabantt6a7,U7  >0. 

Ofthe  loan  of  $13,000,000,  whidi  waa  anlfaaiiaad 
IV  Congieea  at  ila  laM  eeadon,  only  |fi,432,7S«  88 
hare  been  negotiated.  Tbe  abortDeaa  of  tfane  wUA 
it  had  to  ran  baa  prea«aited  no  inctrnddaiBble  Im- 
pediment in  tbe  way  tl  ita  being  taken  t^  i-pWi'lrtt 
at  home,  while  die  aame  oauae  woaU  IwTe  opertfad 
with  maob  greater  fiiiee  In  the  fbtdgs  maikat  For 
that  teaaon  the  fordgn  maiket  haa  not  been  reaorted 
to;  anditiaaoWBobfoltted,  wbetberltwonUnotbe 
■driaable  to  aanoid  dM  Uw  tiy  maUng  wlnt  Hmuna 
nndtapoeed  of,  pajraUe  at  a  mare  dialut  day. 

StMMld  it  be  necewHy,  In  any  view  dwt  Congreaa 
Bty  take  of  the  aubfect,  to  reriae  (be  axiating  tariff 
4t  dntiea,  I  bag  leave  to  aay,  that,  in  the  perfbnnanoe 
of  .that  moat  ddlcate  operation,  moderate  ooonaela 
would  Beam  to  be  tbe  wtoeat  The  Goremment 
imdar  wtudi  it  ia  oar  bappineaa  to  Ure,  owea  Ita  ei- 
,  latenoe  to  the  qilrit  of  compTomiae  wbidi  prevailed 


could  only  bare  beoi  reconciled  by  tlat  wMa  iprii 
of  patclotiem,  irtilch  ptompted  oondliatkn,  nd  n- 
anlled  in  harmony.  In  the  aame  qiiit  Ike  Cob- 
ptcniae  MB,  aa  it  ia  eoomiaDly  oallad,  wia  adonitt 
atlheaeadonofl888.  WhBelhepeiqrieef  aerw- 
Hen  ef  the  DnlM  wUI erer bealtaU  to  p^dlaatca- 
aary  taxaa  for  tbe  aimpott  of  Qoranunott,  jK  at 
famate  repugnance  exbRa  to  the  i^cdHaaaf  b» 
thcwa  not  really  naceaaaiy  far  that  ol^ect  la  to- 
podi^  dntiea,  howarar,  fur  tbe  pvrpoaea  of  Teraag^ 
a  i^t  to  diacrfmbiata  aa  to  Hie  eitldea  M  wUdi  tha 
do^  ahdi  be  laid,  aa  weU  aa  the  ai 


•a  well  aa  tbe  onprodaolire.  niedigltl«atdntyi|«B 
anne,  might  have  the  efket  of  caoafaig  thdr  bapiilt' 
timi  to  oeaae,  whereaa  othet*,  entering  eztenalTdyiw 
Ifaa  oonanmptioit  of  tlie  country,  n^fat  bMr  tkc 
haaTleat,  wilhont  any  aanaUe  Himtnittk.^  h  Ot 


^md  10  per  cent,  tlie  maiimnm  n 
the  Oompromiae  act.  Some  of  tbe  paiwhleua  at  Ila 
Ccmpromiae  act,  wbldi  will  go  into  eSM  01  da 
SOtb  day  of  June  next,  may,  bowertr,  be  fbaad  «^ 
ceedindy  incumnient  in  praottca,  nader  any  ngi)» 
tiaaa  Uwt  Omgreaa  luay  adopt.  I  nAr  lun  pw 
tlcnlatiy  to  that  rdatitw  to  the  bcMie  valerian.  1 
dlfflneuca  tnTalneof  m  Mmeactidca  UiOBt» 
lent,  will,  net  wearily.  exM  at  different  poita-M 
dtatia  BltagaOwr  ioatgalfieant,  wbcn  oonoaradviit 
Aa  oonflicta  In  nhuibon,  widdi  bi«  Ukdy  to  iM, 
frmn  the  diSbranoea  of  opfatfon  among  the  mnaraa 
appnlaeie  of  merdMndiae.  In  many  In^naH  At 
eatouatea  tt  trahia  mnat  be  eoqjectiml,  and  ttn  m 
luny  diflbrant  rata*  of  Taloo  may  be  calriiUwd  m 
there  are  mndavK    Thaae  di~  '— ^ 

may  alao  be  uenaaed  by  die  bi 
oM  tbe  ali^itaat  inqiutoHoti  o 
ariaeOB  the  part  of  tbe  aKw^aamiaiBru  >» 
re^ecdve  pcnta  of  entiy.  I  recan»e»d  daavU 
anUaet  to  Uia  cottfUantton  of  Oongtcaa,  wiik  aaa«b 
additiaaial  ramaik.  Certain^audpamioeBcylaaif 
i^alem  o(  Korenunenlal  p<Aoyare,ln  aB  n^*"*, 
anlnemly  dednUe;  but  more  pwUodariy  i>  ^ 
tcne  in  all  that  aflbcta  tiwle  andooiaaBar«a,tbB<p> 
ationa  of  wfaldi  depend  mudi  more  <m  (be  c0m>7 

of  tfaabretona,  and  a  '—'•• '-•-'-  —' "^ 

tant  perioda  of  timi    " 
wUcbaieltal^ 

At  yoor  lat ... .    , 

tbe  cmidition  of  tb»  aamaej  and  exdaage^  ■" 

mged  the  neceri^  of  Bda|<mg  aadi  Mtan*  ^ 

weie  ooodatrat  wiih  the  ccnalitatiimd  o 

of  tbe  Ctoramment,  in  <»< 

ne*  of  the  one,  end,  aa 

eqaalitieaof  tbe  other. 

eqjoyneot  of  ita  toB  b 


the  pi 
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bcnmn  tb*  tnbiUdUllli  of  dUbrent  puts  of  the  uma 
CNU1I17  i  wllh  Uie  fint,  the  pradona  »et«la  oonsti- 
DM  tb*  diief  nediiun  of  circulatioii,  ind  Boch  iIbo 
vnU  be  the  oae  u  to  the  lut,  bat  for  ioTSDlioiiB 
ampintlTelT  modetii,  which  hava  (hnuihed,  in  pboe 
of  goM  utd  alTCT,  a  paper  dmitation.  I  do  not 
frapoas  to  enter  into  ■  ocnnpuatiTe  uuljEdB  of  the 
meiila  of  the  two  fjttaiaa,  Sndi  belonged  mote 
poperl;  to  the  period  of  the  Intradnctkn  of  llie  p^ier 
flMm.  nie  ipecaletiTa  phikaopher  ai^  ftoA  So- 
iaeKaatti  to  pweecute  the  ingntiy,  bnt  hia  reeeaicbw 
taH  calj  lead  Urn  to  CMidude  that  the  p^ier  STt- 
tem  had  pniperi;  better  nerer  haTe  been  intMduced, 
nd  lb*t  MoMj  mli^t  hare  been  nndi  h^ii^  witb- 
out  IL  Iho  ptaotlcal  Mateeman  baa  a  Terj  dUferent 
l>k  to  perfofm.  He  has  to  look  at  thii^iaMthe; 
•n — to  take  them  u  he  flndi  them— to  aupplf  de- 
Seioidra,  and  to  prune  eice«aea  aa  S»  ai  In  hlin  Ilea. 
Ibe  (uk  of  nunislung  a  oomctive  fbrdenngemente 
of  the  paper  mediom  with  us,  la  dmoaC  ineipreaaibly 
gi«U.  'Hie  power  exerted  b^  the  Stalee  to  diaiter 
bankuig  cocporationa,  and.wUoh,  har&ig  been  ou^ 
lied  to  a  Kieat  exocaa,  haa  filled  the  oonntrj  with,  in 
mart  of  Vue  Slates,  an  inedeemaUe  iHfwr  nwdnm, 
ii  an  eA  wldeh,  in  aonw  way  or  otter,  reqidraa  a 
oarrecdTC.  The  ratea  at  iriui^  billa  of  ezdiuige  ai« 
necotiated  between  diffnent  parta  of  the  oomitrj, 
fivuh  an  index  of  the  value  of  the  looal  mbadtute 
for  gold  and  ailver,  whidi  ia,  In  man;  paita,  ao  br 
dqnraated  aa  not  to  be  lecelTed,  eieept  at  a  large 
diacoiuit,  in  pajment  of  debta,  w  in  the  porehaae  Of 
pradoM.  It  coold  eameatlp  be  daalred  that  ererf 
bank,  not  poeMMng  the  meant  of  resanptton,  aboold 
Mow  Oe  example  of  the  late  Uidted  Statei  Bank  of 
Ptona^Tania,  and  go  into  liquidation,  ntber  than  bj 
TafUog  to  do  BO,  to  oontinoe  embenrawmcnta  in  the 
n;  of  aotreDt  ioatitnliaiia,  thereby  annnentiiig  the 


Vhetbar  Ala  Oonnunent,  with  dae  ragard  tothe 
i%fati  of  the  States,  baa  any  power  to  conatrain  the 
buika,  eUwr  to  reaome  qwde  pajmmita  or  to  foi«e 
them  Into  Kqiddatjon,  i«  in  inqtdiy  wbidh  will  not 
ftil  to  daim  yoor  conoderation.  In  >te«  of  the 
great  adTantans  which  ara  aUowed  the  ooiporaton^ 
not  aiDongit  ue  leaM  of  wUdi  ia  the  anthonty  eon- 
tained  in  most  of  their  dtartenj  to  make  loam  to 
three  liiMB  theamonnt  of  thrir  cajdtal,  therein  often 
deriiing  ilireo  liniw  aa  modi  Interest  on  the  Mme 
amoont  of  money  as  any  faxSridaal  Is  petmllted  by 
law  to  recelTe,  no  anffieient  apol^y  oan  be  nrgad  for 
a  long;-«0Dtinned  sm|>endoa  of  q>ede  payments. 
Bndh  sospenslon  Is  pradoetivs  of  the  matest  detcl> 
meat  to  the  pnblic^  ny  eipellfaw  from  dmolation  the 


of  tba  istcnaloonunereeoftheeonntry.  Of  this  we 
fanra  no  staUatiaa,  nor  Just  data  for  forn^ig  adequate 
opinioaM.  But  there  can  be  no  donbt  bnt  that  the 
naooat  at  (nnqiortatioQ  eoastwfM  by  sea,  and  Qie 
tiaiMyurtattoB  inlaiul  by  raUroads  atid  canaB,  and 
by  ateanibaata  and  other  modea  of  cDOTeyance,  orer 
the  smftce  of  our  raat  riTan  and  Immense  lakea,  and 
the  "ralae  of  property  eaxHed  and  Intendiaiwed  by 
thoaft  means,  fona  a  eeiieial  aggregate  to  wUdi  the 
forei^  eonuntme  of  the  coontry,  li^  aa  it  ia,  m^ca 
bat  a  dst^  Ifpioadi. 


restning  a  aoimd  mediom  ot  eidiange,  and  wo<dd 
leare  to  the  oounby  bnt  Utile  to  deslK,  what  meaa- 
ore  of  relief,  GiUlng  within  the  IknUa  of  onr  ccmatitB- 
tional  oompetenoy,  does  ft  become  tUa  Goromment 
to  adopt?  It  waamypdnfbl  dntyat  yonrtastsea- 
sion,  nnderlbewd^of  mostsolunnobllgslionB,  to 
dillbr  irith  Ooi^Maa  on  the  meaanraa  whkh  it  [m>- 
posed  (tar  my  npfmrti,  and  irtitdi  it  donbtleM  re- 
garded at  iMmeilTa  oC  exlttitig  eiila.  Sobaequait 
reflection,  and  erenta  since  occuiiing,  hare  only 
■erred  to  eouBnti  me  in  the  o|Hniont  then  entertained, 
and  ftenkly  ezpreaaed. 

I  most  be  permitted  lo  add,  that  no  adteme  of 
QoremnMtiti]  policy,  miaided  by  indlTldnal  eier- 
tiona,  can  be  aTillable  for  amdioratlng  the  praaant 
oonditiOD  of  things.  Commercial  modes  of  exchange 
and  a  good  cunency,  are  bat  the  neoeasary  tneau  of 
commerce  and  intercoime,  not  the  direct  prodDcttra 
BOUTcea  of  wealth.  Wealth  can  only  be  sconmnlaled 
by  the  (amingt  of  IndwOy  and  the  stTiags  of  fhigal- 
Ity;  and  nMUng  eau  be  mote  Ul-jndged  than  to 
look  to  &oilitias  m  bcnowhig,  or  to  a  redmtdant  dr- 
enlMion,  for  Aie  power  of  discharging  peonniary  obU- 
galiont.  Iba  oooutry  la  fUl  of  reaooiocB,  and  the 
pecqde  ftdl  et  energy,  and  Ibe  great  and  permanent 
remedy  for  present  embairatmenta  must  be  son|^ 
in  Indnaliy,  eoooomy,  Ob  obserraBce  of  good  (altii, 
and  the  fkrorahle  infinenoe  of  thna. 

of  a  pledge  given  to  yon  in  my  laat 


reasonable  guards  fl>r  tta  protootion,  and 
rests  on  powers  aeknoiriedged  In  praetiee  to  oxisi 
from  the  origin  of  the  Oovenunent,  wU,  at  the  asua 
time,  ftmlah  to  the  country  a  aonnd  p^Mr  nednm, 
■od  allbrd  aU  reaionable  bdUUss  fbr  regnlattag  the 
exdiingea.  When  sabmttted,  yen  will  paied*a  In  It 
a  plan  amendatory  of  the  eziatW  laws  In  rda<iaa  to 
the  Treasury  Department— eobonUnate  In  all  renweta 
to  tbawiUor  CM^reaa  OreeOy,  and  lhewUI<^tlM 
people  lodiTeatly— aelf -enatadntaig,  sbonU  it  be  fii 


pealable  at  the  pleMore  or  Gongteasi    It  praposaa  Inp 
ellbotud  restninla,  and  by  InVoUDg  the  twe  spMt 


control  to  the  Frcddent  orer  the  agenta  wtw  ntj  be 
seleotad  to  carry  It  Into  axecntlon,  bnt  what  tnay  be 
indi^Mnaably  neccsssry  to  seenre  the  fldett^  of  rack 
^ents;  and,  I7  wise  rsgnlatlou,  keqM plataily  ^ait 
mm  each  other  prirate  and  pnblia  fimda.  It  «on- 
tamplatia  the  eataUUuMOt  of  a  Board  of  OootKd  at 
the  seat  of  Ooremment,  with  ^endesat  proodnent 
oomnoielal  pdnta,  or  wherever  alss  Oongnas  ritsll 
fireet,  for  the  taf^kasplng  and  dUnmemeat  of  the 
poblle  mooeya,  and  a  snhstltatioii,  at  the  option  of 
the  pabUo  credhor,  of  TreMmT  note^  m  Um  of  gold 
and  sUrir.  It  prnqtoses  to  lindt  the  Ismes  lo  an 
amount  not  to  axoeed  tlft,000,OIW— wRhont  the  ex- 
jmm  aaiMdon  of  the  L^;lsUUve  power.  It  bIm 
antboriaes  the  reoelpt  of  lndl*idnal  deporito  of  gold 
■nd  sQnr  to  a  lindted  amotmt,  and  the  gfanUtig  eer- 
tiOeatei  of  depotit,  divided  into  sodi  sums  as  may  be 
called  fbr  by  the  dqiodtoia.  It  pwicecda  a  step  flir- 
ther,  and  authoiiaat  tfaa  norcfaaae  and  isle  of  dome^ 
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tic  billi  ind  dnAa,  resting  on  &  real  and  aobaUntiil 
bull,  pajable  >t  tiglit,  or  having  but  a  ehort  dme  to 
mi,  and  drawn  on  placet  not  leu  than  one  hundred 
tnik*  apart — which  antboritj,  except  In  ao  lar  u  maf 
be  neceanrj  Tar  Govenuneat  puiposea  eicludrel;, 
ia  onlj  to  be  exerted  uptm  the  eiprew  condition,  tlut 
it*  eierciae  ahall  not  be  prohibited  b;  the  State  in 
whioji  (he  agencj  Lb  ntu&ted. 

In  Older  to  cover  the  eipenMS  inddent  to  the 
plan,  it  irill  be  antboriied  to  receiTe  moderate  pi«- 
ndums  for  oecUScatea  baaed  on  depoalia,  and  on  Ulla 
botufat  and  aidd,  and  thna,  as  far  as  Its  dealing 
tend,  to  Auniah  &dlitiea  to  conunertnal  hitero 
at  the  loweat  poanble  tales,  and  to  aubduct  &om  the 
earnings  of  Industrj  the  least  poa^ble  aum.  It  uaea 
the  &iite  banks  at  a  distance  from  the  agendes  aa 
amiliariea,  without  Imparting  an;  power  to  tnde  in 
ita  name.  It  ia  anttjeoted  to  aucfa  guard*  and  re- 
■tninla  aa  faaTe  appeared  to  be  neeceaaiy.  It  ia  the 
creature  of  law,  and  eiiata  onlj  at  the  pleasure  itf  the 
lagidatara.  It  ia  made  1«  re«t  on  an  actual  qteda 
baaia,  In  order  to  redeem  tiie  notes  at  the  places  of 
iiroe  laodncea  no  dangeroua  redundancy  of  drcula- 
tiMi — idbtda  no  teoiptatioQ  to  epeculatioD — is  at- 
tanded  bj  no  inflation  of  prices — ia  equable  in  its  ap- 
wation  matei  the  Treaiurj  notes,  which  it  ma;  uae 
alot^  with  the  «ertifleatei  of  depc«t,  and  the  notes 
of  aperifr-pajing  banka,  conTcrtible  at  the  place  where 
nrileeted,  receiTable  in  payment  of  GoTeraineDt  dues ; 
and,  without  itolaUng  any  principle  of  the  coDStltu- 
UoD,  allbrda  the  Govemment  and  the  people  such 
fiwOkeaaa  an  called  for  by  the  wants  of  both.  Such, 
It  has  ai^eared  to  ue,  aro  ita  reeommeDdUlons,  and 
In  Tlftw  of  them  it  wUl  be  submitted,  whenever  yon 
ma  Nquire  %  to  your  comideration. 

I  am  not  able  to  peroeiTe  that  anr  fair  and  candid 
Olgeetian  can  t>e  urged  againnt  the  plan,  the  priocipal 
outlinea  of  irtiich  I  have  thus  presented.  I  oannot 
doubt  but  that  the  notes  which  It  proposes  to  furnish, 
•t  the  Toltmtary  option  of  the  public  creditor,  issued 
In  lioa  of  the  rerenue  and  its  certifitaies  of  depoalt, 
will  be  m^ntaJned  at  an  equality  with  gold  and  lUver 
efwy  where.  Tbeyareredeem^eln  gold  andsIlTer 
on  demand,  at  the  placea  of  issue.  They  are  reoeiv- 
aUe  ererywhei*  ia  payment  of  Oovenunent  dues, 
Hk  neaanry  note*  are  limited  to  an  amount  of  one- 
fourth  lew  than  the  estimated  annual  receipts  of  the 
Treaanry ;  and  in  addition,  they  rest  upon  the  faith 
«CtbeOoT«imneDtfbrtb«rt«deiDption.  If  alt  these 
aHuraaoea  are  not  snffldent  to  make  them  aTsUable, 
flmi  tbe  idea,  as  it  aeems  to  me,  of  fbnUdung  a 
■omd  paper  medium  of  exohangca,  may  be  entirely 


If  a  fear  be  Indulged  that  the  OoTeniment  may  b* 
Imnpted  to  run  into  esceaa  in  its  louea  at  any  ftitnre 
d^,  it  seama  to  me  that  no  aucb  sftprehenslon  can 
Maaonably  be  entertained,  until  all  oonfldeuoe  In  the 
leimaentafl*ea  of  the  Stotea  and  tS  the  people,  as 
weUaaofthepeo{de  theniflelTea,ihall  belcat.  The 
welg^itieat  ooiuideratlona  of  policy  require  that  the 
lailialuls  now  proposed  to  be  thrown  around  the 
■mauro  should  nW,  for  li^t  causes,  be  removed. 
Tn  aine  agunst  any  pK^maed  plan  its  liability  to 
peaiiUa  aboae^  ia  to  reject  enery  expedient,  ainoe 
every  thing  dependent  on  homan  action  is  liable 
to  abuse,  fifteen  miUioiiB  of  Treasury  notea  may  ' 
be  iasMd  aa  tbe  maMtnmn,  but  a  diacretionary 
powar  ia  to  bo  given  to  tiie  Board  of  Control,  under 
that  aam,  and  every  conaideraUon  will  unite  in  lead- 
ing them  to  feel  th^  way  with  caution.  For  the 
el^t  Srit  yeara  of  the  existence  of  the  late  Bank  of 


the  United  Sutea,  Ita  ctrenlalioD  barely  exnaU 
14,000,000 ;  and  for  five  of  its  mast  jm^traa 
yean.  It  wm  about  equal  to  tlS,0OO,O0a  Fmte- 
more,  the  aathority  ^ven  to  reoMva  prinda  dtfoan 
to  a  limited  amouot,  and  to  issne  ontiltatiimaid) 
sums  as  nuiy  be  called  for  by  the  depoiAiin,  aa}  n 
far  fill  up  ^e  channels  of  corcnlaticn  aa  gnad;  ta 
rtin>)ni||h  the  necesmty  of  any  conaidnaUe  'nut  i 
Treaaory  notes.  A  restraint  npoo  the  anomiiif  pi- 
vala  deposila  has  seemed  to  ba  IndlqieoaUy  Bie» 
Bry,  from  an  apprdiension,  thouritttobawttttMal' 
ed,  that  in  any  emeigenoy  of  tiade^  coDfldenM  tapki 
be  so  &r  sliaken  In  tbe  hanira  a^  to  indaceavl^ 
drawal  from  them  of  private  deponia,  with  a  Tinr  Is 
ensiire  their  unqnettionable  s^ely  when  depgiM 
with  the  Government,  which  might  prove  cboms^ 
dinstrous  to  the  Slate  banks.     It  ia  objected,  tlatk 


of  eidtanseT    It  ia  anawerad,  tbtioch 
to  be  oantod  on  at  the  loweat  poSBbls  pi 


dengned  to  reimburse  merely  the  eipcascs  ^tiA 
would  otherwise  devolve  upon  tbe  Treasory,  ni  at 
in  strict  sabordinatioD  to  tbe  decision  of  the  G^raM 
Court,  in  Che  case  of  the  Bank  of  Augusta  aguri 
Earle,  and  other  reported  cases,  and  thereby  kkHi 
all  conflia  with  Slate  Jurisdiction,  which  I  hoU  to  te 
Indiq)enaably  requisite.  It  leavea  tbe  baokiiii  [dri- 
l^es  of  the  Stales  without  interferenca—loob  la  Oi 
Treasury  and  tbe  Union— and,  while  fiumulnDg  erar 
bdllty  to  the  flrat,  ia  caivfM  of  the  intefeala  ti  k 
laat.  But  above  all,  it  is  created  by  law,  is  laa^ 
able  by  law,  and  is  repealable  by  law ;  and  scdM 
as  I  am  to  no  theory,  bat  looking  solely  to  tbe  ^ 
vancement  of  the  public  good,  I  ahall  be  anmig  ili 
veryfirat  to  urge  its  reped.  If  it  be  finrnd  not  lo  lA 
serve  the  purposes  and  otgecta  for  wludi  it  sq  ta 
created.  Nor  will  the  plan  be  submitted  b«ij  ore' 
weening  confidence  In  the  snffldencj  li  ay  <m 
Judgment,  but  with  much  greater  relianoa  en  tke  ait 
dom  and  patriotism  of  Congreaa.  Icanwitshmta 
thla  sntaect  without  urging  npou  you,  ki  tb*  ata 
emphatic  manner,  whatever  may  be  your  siliOB  ■ 
the  snggesHi»s  wUch  I  havefclt  it  tofaemydDtfH 
submit,  to  relieve  the  Chief  Executive  K^atnfe  b| 
any  and  all  constitutional  means,  from  a  ccaUndtal 
power  over  the  pi^lio  Treasury.  If,  In  tlM  plaa  p* 
poeed,  diould  yon  deem  it  worthy  of  your  coeadn 
tion,  that  sepuation  is  not  as  complete  aa  ^  bv 
dcaire,  you  wilt,  doubtiea,  amend  it  In  that  piitiar 
hu.  For  myself,  I  disdaim  all  desre  to  tian>) 
control  over  Uie  publio  moneys,  other  than  abt  ii 
indispens^y  nnrmarr,  to  axecnte  tbe  la>i  *1M 
yon  may  pan. 

Nor  can  I  fail  to  advert  in  &is  oonaediaB,  la^ 
debts  which  many  of  the  States  of  tbe  VniM  hiw 
oonltacted  abroad,  and  under  wliidi  tb^  ooatsot 
labor.  That  indebtedness  amoaM*  to  a  mart 
»  than  tlOO,000,000,  and  wfaich  has  bna  iMi- 
buled  to  them,  for  the  moat  part,  in  wvakx  */  aar 
nal  improvement^  wbidi  are  deMined  to  pnm  if 
vast  importance  m  ultimately  advaadng  thor  pw> 
parity  and  wealth.  Vat  the  debta  thus  cootaMi 
the  States  are  alone  renooaible.  I  aand»aoB<M 
than  (Kiweaa  the  belief  dat  each  SMfl  win  M  M 
1  iij  every  eonriderstloa  ft  honor,  aawelM* 
Intereat,  to  meet  ita  engigenimts  wlA  jmu^m- 
The  fUlnre,  however,  irf  any  mm  Statt  ts  d«  M 
shoidd  in  no  deme  aObct  the  cracBt  of  Ihs  Mt;  ■< 
Ihefordgn  ca[Aalis(a  will  have  as  just  amtr-"- 


»  alarm  aa  to  aU  other  Stale  MaA%t« 
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MLj  (ae  or  mara  of  the  Sutea  mi7  neglBot  to  provide 
with  ponelaUitj  Ifae  meun  of  ndeeming  their  engige- 
mto.  Krm  ladi  Statea,  ahoald  there  be  an;, 
■ktiig  the  grait  rafdditf  with  which  their  reao 
■n  ittdofiag  Ihenuelvee,  will  not  bil  to  hare  the 
■am*,  at  no  TcrrtUftaat  daj,  to  t«deem  their  obli- 
plianatD  tho  Mtemioat  farthing',  noi  will  I  doubt 
iaX  that  in  tIcw  at  that  boiKaabla  conduct  which  has 
CTeniioHgDTcnied  tb«  States,  and  the  people  of  this 
UokM,  tb^  will  each  and  alt  resort  to  every  legiti- 
mate eipedient,  t>efim  they  will  forego  a  faithful 
taofBtaee  will)  tbeir  oUigatlons. 

FrOB  tba  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
other  reports  accompanying  it,  you  will  be  informed 
of  IbeptognM  which  has  been  made  in  the  fortiflca- 
liaii  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  principal 
citia,  lousteads,  and  inland  frontier,  during  the 
fraentftar;  togeflierwith  Ibdr  true  state  and  oon- 
ditiao.  Tbrj  wm  be  proaeealad  to  completioa  with 
•11  the  expeditioQ  whudi  the  mnsni  placed  by  Con- 
pas  at  the  diapaaal  irf  Iba  ExeeutlTe  will  allow. 

I  reoooun^nd  particularly  to  your  consideration, 
ttBt  portion  it  the  Secretary's  report  which  propoees 
the  estibhsbment  of  a  ohala  of  military  p<^  from 
Council  Knlb  to  aome  point  on  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
within  our  limita.  The  benefit  thereby  destined  to 
aecne  to  oar  dfizena  engaged  in  the  fur  tr&de,  over 
tint  nlduuLH  region,  added  to  the  importance  of 
caltivatii^&iendly  rdadons  with  the  savage  tribes  in- 
habiting it,  and  at  the  same  time  of  giving  protection 
to  onr  ftoDtier  settlemeuu,  and  of  eetabltshing  the 
meaos  of  asfii  interooune  between  the  American 
Mttlementa  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  and 
Ihosa  on  this  aide  of  the  Bod^  Mountains,  would 
SMm  to  aaggeat  the  importanot  of  cairying  into  effect 
the  recctninendationa  upon  this  head  with  as  little 
dehy  as  may  be  practicable. 

TIm  rqrart  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  place 
jw  m  poeseamon  of  the  present  oondidon  of  that  im- 
portant aim  of  the  nafional  defence.  Evet?  eObrt 
will  be  made  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  and  I  cannot  too 
ttnaigly  urge  iqxm  you  liberal  ^>propTiatiDns  to  that 
branch  itf  WM  poblio  service.  Inducements  of  the 
weigbtieet  chaiacter  enst  for  the  adoption  of  this 
(oune  ci  policy.  Onr  extended  and  otherwise  ex- 
posed marliiiiie  ftonUer,  calls  for  protection,  to  the 
faniriiing  ot  which  an  affloient  naval  fbrce  is  indis- 
fenaaUe.  We  look  to  no  foraign  cooquesta,  dw  do 
n  propoM  to  cnler  Into  competiUon  with  any  other 
BatKst  tac  ■npremacy  on  the  ocean — but  it  is  dae  not 
nty  to  the  honor,  but  to  the  security  of  the  people 
ef  the  Uaited  SUIes,  that  no  nation  should  be  per- 
nitled  to  invade  oar  waters  at  pleasure,  and  sabject 
Bm  towns  and  villages  to  conflagration  or  pillue. 
BoDoon^  in  all  branSes  of  the  pablic  service.  Is  due 
from  «U  the  pvblic  agents  to  tiie  people-^nt  psrai' 
nuDy  alone  woold  suggest  the  withholding  of  the  ne- 
oensry  means  for  the  protection  of  our  domestic  flre- 
iidea  from  inva^on,  and  our  national  honor  from  dli- 
paee.  I  would  moat  earnestly  recommend  to  Con- 
pem  to  abstain  from  all  appropriations  for  objects 
Bot  abaohitcly  neoewary ;  bat  I  take  upon  tn}«elf, 
vithout  a  nioment  of  hcaitaQcy,  all  the  responsibLlity 
tl  recaaimeBdlng  the  IncreaBe  and  prompt  equipment 
Bf  that  gallant  Havy,  which  has  lighted  up  ev^ ry  sea 
■iUi  ita  vktulea,  and  qnead  an  unperieliable  glory 
ever  the  oonntry. 

Tbit  mp<at  of  the  Postmaster  General  will  daim 
your  paitionlar  attention,  not  only  because  of  the  val- 
■able  snggestlons  which  It  cont^os,  but  because  of 
te  greatuaportwoa  whioh,  at  all  unes,  attad»B  to 


that  interesting  branch  of  the  public  wrvlee.  'Dm 
increased  expense  of  tnnspotting  the  msll  alcng  the 
principal  routes,  neceenarily  clalim  the  public  atten- 
tion, and  has  awakened  a  corresponding  solicitude  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  The  transmission  of 
the  mul  must  keep  pace  with  those  facilities  of  Inter- 
communication which  are  every  day  becoming  greater 
throu^  the  building  of  raiiraide,  and  the  application 
of  steam  power — but  it  cannot  be  diaguised  that,  bl 
order  to  do  so,  the  Post  Office  Department  ii  snb^ 
jeoted  to  heavy  exactions.  The  lines  of  commBnica> 
lion  between  distant  parts  of  the  Umon,  are,  to  a  . 
great  extent,  occupied  by  railroads,  wUdi,  In  the  nature 
of  things,  poasesa  a  complete  monopoly,  and  the  De- 
partment is  therefore  liable  to  heavy  and  unreason- 
able charges.  This  evil  is  destined  to  great  Increase 
in  future,  and  some  timely  measure  may  bec<»M  ne- 
ceiSBry  to  guard  against  it 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  your  conddetatim 
apractice  which  has  grown  ap  in  the  admlnistntion 
of  the  Governmeot,  and  which,  I  am  deeply  con- 
vinced, ought  to  be  corrected.  I  allude  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  which  usage,  rvther  than  reason, 
has  vested  In  the  Fre^dent,  of  removing  incnmbenta 
from  office,  in  order  to  substitute  others  mora  In 
favor  with  the  doroliiaat  party.  My  own  conduct,  in 
this  respect,  has  been  governed  by  a  conscientious 
purpose  to  eiercise  the  removing  power,  only  in 
cases  of  unfaithfulness  or  inatdllty,  or  in  those  in 
which  Ita  exerdae  appeared  necewiry.  In  order  to 
discoimtelunce  and  suppress  that  niirit  of  active  pep. 
tissnship  on  the  pert  of  holders  of  olBce,  which  not 
only  withdraws  them  from  the  steady  and  Impartial 
^sebargeof  thfilroffldal  dutiea,  but  exerts  an  undue 
and  li^uiioofl  Influence  over  elections,  and  degrade* 
the  character  of  tiie  Government  itself,  insamnch  at 
it  exhibits  the  Chief  Vagistrato  as  b^ng  a  par^, 
through  its  sgents,  in  the  secret  plots  or  open  wmfc- 
ings  of  political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  eierdse  of  this  power,  notfah^ 
should  be  left  to  discretion,  which  may  ufely  be  reg- 
ulated by  law ;  and  it  is  of  hi^  importance  to  re- 
strain, Bs  fu-  BB  posable,  the  stimulus  of  persona]  Iii- 
tereets  in  public  elections.  Coitsideiing  the  gnat 
increase  which  has  been  made  in  public  offlcee,  in 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  ue  probability  of 
fiirtber  increase,  we  lucor  the  banrd  of  wltnesdng 
violent  political  contests,  directed  too  often  to  the 
muf^e  o^ect  of  retaining  office,  by  those  who  are  in, 
or  obtMning  it,  by  thaw  who  are  ouL  Under  the 
infiuence  of  these  convictions,  I  diall  oordially  con- 
cur in  any  constitutional  measurM  for  regnlaUnr, 
and  by  regulating,  restrainlDg,  the  power  of  removal. 

I  suggest  for  your  consldmtlon  the  propriety  of 
making,  without  fhrther  delay,  some  specJfio  apnli- 
catioD  of  the  ftods  derived  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smilhaon  of  England,  for  &•  dlfltarion  of  knowiedge, 
and  irtiich  have,  hereto(iM«,  been  vested  In  jnUie 
Blodu,  until  audi  time  as  Cohtcm  should  think 
proper  to  give  them  a  spedfio  mtection.  Nor  will 
you,  I  feel  confident,  permit  any  abatement  of  the 
prindpal  of  the  l^;acy  to  be  made,  should  It  turn  out 
that  the  stocks,  hi  which  the  investments  have  been 
made,  have  undergone  a  depredation. 

In  condusion,  I  commend  to  your  care  the  hi- 
terests  of  this  Mstrict,  for  which  you  are  the  exdu- 
sive  legislators.  Considering  that  this  dty  is  the 
raddence  of  the  Government,  and,  ibr  a  huKO  part 
of  the  year,  of  CongreM,  and  constdoitng,  abe,  tba 
great  cost  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  pruprieM 
of  aflbrding  them  at  all  UnMS  carefU  protootion,  k 
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la  lh«t  Cmmnihoald  conbib- 
uui  lomrdi  the  sipenieB  of  ac  fffidsot  pcdice. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
WMmMOTOS,  December  1,  IMl. 

The  ICesMge  haviDg  been  read, 

iir.  Manouk  moved  that  the  Heuage  and 
aocompaDjtng  docamenta  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  printed. 

Agreed  to. 

Hi,  Svith,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  1,600 
oopies  of  the  IfesMge  with  the  aooompaajing 
docnmenta,  and  B,SOO  withoot  the  doonments, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  * 

Mr.  Bbntov  obseired,  that  he  conld 
reconoite  it  to  himself  to  let  the  resolution  pasa 
witbont  making  a  fp.w  remarks  on  that  part 
of  the  Kessage  which  related  to  the  new 
Fiscal  agent.  Looking  at  that  featnre  of  it, 
OS  read,  na  perceived  that  the  President  gave 
on  ontline  of  the  plan,  leaving  it  to  the  Secre- 
tar7  of  the  Treasury  to  fornbih  the  details  In 
hia  reporL  He  (Hr.  Bshtok)  ^prebended 
that  nothing  in  tjiose  details  oonld  reconcile 
him  to  the  project,  or  in  any  maoner  meet  his 
approbation.  There  were  two  main  points 
presented  in  the  plan,  to  which  he  never  oonld 
•gre^-both  being  wholly  nnconstitntional  and 
dangeroQB,  One  was  that  of  emitting  bills  of 
crecHt,  or  issoing  a  treasury  onrrenoy,  CoD' 
gress  had  no  oonsHtntional  antbority  to  issne 
paper  money,  or  emit  Federal  hills  of  credit ; 
and  the  other  feature  is  to  anthoriie  this 
Government  to  deal  in  exchanges.  The  propo- 
^(joa  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  vhen  nnder  con- 
sideration at  the  fonnatjon  of  the  constitation, 
waa  atmck  out,  with  the  express  view  of 
making  this  Government  ahard-monoy  Govern- 
ment— not  oapable  of  recognizing  any  other 
than  a  specie  currency — a  currency  of  gold  and 
■ilver — a  currency  known  and  valned,  and 
equally  anderstood  by  every  one.  Bat  here 
is  a  proposition  to  do  what  waa  expressly  re- 
fosed  to  be  allowed  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitation— to  exercise  a  power  not  only  not 
S ranted  to  Congress,  hut  a  power  expressly 
enied.  The  next  proposition  is  to  authorize 
the  Federal  Government  to  deal  In  and  regolate 
exchangea,  and  to  fornlah  exchanges  to  mer- 
chants. This  is  a  new  invention — a  modern 
idea  of  the  ^wer  of  this  Oovemment,  invent- 
ed by  Ur.  Biddle,  to  help  out  a  National  Bank. 
Unch  as  General  Hamilton  was  in  favor  of 
paper  money,  he  never  went  the  length  of 
recommending  Government  bills  of  credit  or 
dealings  in  exchange  by  the  United  States 
Treasury.  The  fathers  of  the  church,  Uacon, 
and  John  Bandolph,  and  others,  called  this  a 
hard-money  Government :  they  objected  to 
bank  paper;  but  here  is  Oovemment  paper, 
and  that  goes  beyond  Hamilton,  much  as  he  was 
In  favor  of  the  paper  system.  The  whole 
scheme  making  this  Government  a  regulator 
of  exchange — a  dealer  in  exchange — a  furnisher 
of  exchange — is  absurd,  nnoonititntional,  and 
pemieiona,  and  is  a  new  thing  onder  the  son. 


Now  he  (Ur.  BnnoK)  objected  to  lUi 
Oovemment  becoming  a  seller  of  eiehan|«i  to 
the  country,  for  whlidi  there  is  m  man 
authority  Uutn  there  is  for  its  foniiilung  tnat- 

r notion  of  goods  or  conntry  woduee.  Itei 
not  a  word  in  the  constatntJon  to  aathoria 
it— not  a  word  to  be  fonnd  josti^iii^  thi 
assumption.'  The  word  exchange  is  not  m  tL> 
oonstitntion.  What  does  this  meanm  pro- 
pose t  Oongreas  is  called  upon  to  catabttdi  i 
Board  with  agencies,  for  the  purpoae  (tf  fbmi^ 
ing  the  eountr;  with  exchanges.  Why  AoqU 
not  Congress  be  also  called  on  to  fiu^  tti< 
portion  of  the  oommnnity  engaged  in  em- 
merc^  with  ftcilitlea  for  tnuupmliiig  hm- 
chandiset  The  propontim  is  one  iA  thennt 
peniiclons  natore,  and  such  as  must  lead  to  Ifat 
most  dangerous  oonseqnenoea  if  adopted. 

The  British  debt  began  in  tbe  time  tt  8* 
Bobert  Walpole,  on  ismes  of  esebeqiier  taiDi- 
by  which  ^stem  the  British  natign  baa  bw 
cheated,  and  plunged  irretrievably  in  debt  K 
the  amonnt  of  nine  hundred  milli<»ii  of  pomdi. 
The  proporition  that  the  Government  tMii 
become  the  issuer  of  exchequer  notn,  ii  na 
borrowed  from  the  system  introduced  id  B« 
land  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  whose  Whig  m- 
ministration  was  nothing  bnt  a  high  Tory  afiuii- 
latratiffli  of  Queen  Anne.  Ee  (Itr.  Btsmt] 
had  mnch  to  say  on  this  sul^ect,  but  this  >« 
time  for  entering  at  large  ioU  i*. 


This  perhaps  was  not  the  proper  o 
say  more ;  nor  wonid  it,  he  (&&,  Biktox)  o» 
sidered,  be  treating  the  jPrendent  of  tl« 
United  States  with  proper  respect  to  mix 
upon  a  premature  discusdoa.  He  (Ur.  Bm<a) 
conld  not,  however,  in  justice  to  tumedC  do* 
this  resolution  to  pass  wittaont  itatiDg  ik 
ol^ections  to  two  snch  obnoxions  festctM  li 
the  proposed  flscsllty,  looking,  as  he  did,  npca 
the  whole  thing  as  one  calculated  to  desbVT 
the  whole  structure  of  the  GovenmeE^  U 
change  it  from  the  hard-money  it  was  intoidd 
to  be,  to  the  paper^money  Govemmeat  it  >■ 
Intended  not  to  be,  and  to  mix  it  np  rill> 
trade,  which  no  one  ever  dreamed  a.  B* 
(Ur.  Bestok)  had  on  another  oooaaiaii  Mtri 
that  this  AdministTalion  wonld  go  back  Mt 
only  to  the  Federal  times  of  '98,  bnt  to  tbt 
times  of  Bir  Robert  Walpole  and  QaesB  isat, 
and  the  evidence  is  now  Defore  ns. 

He  (Mr.  Bsmon)  had  only  aaid  a  few  mm 
on  this  ocoa^on,  beconse  he  ooold  not  lMtt> 
proposition  to  aanetion  bQls  <^a«dit  go  vil*- 
out  taUng  the  very  earliest  omorbmi^  of  k- 
presmng  his  dismprobatlon,  oad  denooDciag  • 
system  calcniated  to  prodnoe  the  suae  msb^ 
which  had  raised  the  unftioded  data  «i 
Great  Britain  from  twenty-one  miUioos  to  va» 
hnndred  millions  of  ponsda.  He  AobU  »«■ 
hiiQBelf  of  the  first  wpropriat*  opportmi?  to 
maintain  the  groond  be  had  assmiicd  is  to  u* 
identity  of  tWa  pdiw  with  that  rf  ^^f^ 
by  ai^nment  and  referenoe^  that  this  f1sd» 
■  Pre^dent'a  was  utterly  unoMstitotioiiu 
dangerous — part  bonowed  fiixD  tbe  ^ 
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tan  of  y^f^JA  TJJTnhipmr  iMtM,  and  part  from 
Kr.  Biddle'a  Mfa«ni«  of  nuUDg  tiie  Federal 
Oorernment  an  exchangs  dealac^-thonah  Ur. 
B^e  made  the  OoTenunent  act  in&eoHj- 
throDgb  a  board  (rf  bank  direoton,  and  tbia 
mikea  it  act  direet^  throng  a  Board  of  Traas- 
BiT  DiiMtora  and  tiielr  asenta. 

This  is  the  flrit  time  that  a  formal  propoei- 
tioQ  bac  been  made  to  ohazige  onr  hard-monej 
GonnuDent  (aa  it  was  intended  to  l>e)  into  a 
p^wr-moncT-  machine ;  and  it  ii  the  first  time 
Uiat  there  baa  been  a  proposal  to  mix  it  np 
with  tnde  and  oommeroe,  bj  making  It  a 
•    ■  •-     -•  axobangeg,  a  bank  of  depodt,  a 


eraUcm  in  ita  continental  billa  and 
■  eopriat  of  the  Engliah  Exebeqner  ^atem, 
BdDg  the  firat  tnne  tbese  nnoonidtiitional  and 
pernkiona  ■ahemee  were  fbrmallf  |weaented  to 
Oongreaa,  he  tetk  H  to  be  hia  dnt^  to  diaoloae 
trie  oppoaition  to  them  at  onoe.  He  ironld 
■oon  speak  more  (a3ij. 

The  qneadon  was  thwi  taken  on  the  motion 
to  print  an  extra  nnmber  of  oopiea  of  the 
Henage  and  doenmenta,  and  agreed  to. 

BorBX  07  bepsesehtati  V jib. 
WKDKKaDAT,  December  89. 

Ur.  Cdsbtso,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Foreten 
Affairs,  made  a  wpoxt  npon  the  petilioQ  for 
indemnitj  fbr  apoUatlonB  prior  to  1800,  aoeom- 
panied  bj  a  tnll  to  proride  for  the  aatiafaotion 
of  claims  dne  to  cert^  Am^oau  dtizena  for 
qwliations  wimmitted  on  their  oommeroe  prior 
to  the  81st  day  ot  Jviy,  1801 ;  vhieh  biU  was 
read  the  flrst  and  aeoond  time,  and  committed 
to  tim  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
Btat«  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hophnb  aiked  leave  to  Introdnee  a  IHll, 
of  whtoh  he  had,  he  uii,  heretofore  ^ven 
Dotiee,  to  wit,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law  <^  the 
laat  waaion  proTiding  for  the  eatablUunent  of  a 
Cnifbrm  Syatem  of  Bankrapto^. 

The  ^K&xxB  aaid  the  motion  waa  not  now  In 
order ;  and  the  bill  oonid  only  be  introdaoed 
at  this  time  hj  general  consent. 

Jtr.  CI.ABX  rose  and  otjjeeted. 

So  Uie  liill  was  not  Introdnoed. 

liel'iMie  TVwatwrr. 

Kr.  IFtiXHOBX  rose,  and  inqtdred  of  the 
Speaker '  whether  the  oommitteea  had  been 
called  thrcngb  I 

The  Bpxixeb  replied  in  the  afflrmatlTe. 

Mr.    fnxMoBX.    Then,   Ur.    Speaker,  I  am 


House  to  go  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
m  tlie  state  of  tbe  Union,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
:akiiig  up  the  MD  amendatory  of  the  Loan  bilL 
In  relation  to  the  neoeeeilr  of  this  step,  I 
tea  leave  to  etata  that  I  baTe  mfbnnatkm  ftom 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  oommnnicated 
thia  nHmiing,  that  there  Is,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, a  d^denoy  in  the  Treasary  to  the 
amount  of  two  hnndred  and  eixtj  thousand 
doUara.  That  sum  mnst  be  immediately  pro- 
vided, or  onr  QoTemment  mnst  be  disgraocd. 

It  is  under  this  strong  preasnrB  of  neoesuty 
that  I  appeal  to  the  Honse  to  grant  permlsnon 
now  to  take  up  and  condder  the  bill 

Ur.  EisTiujr  otjeoted,  and  clamed  Us 
right  to  the  floor  on  the  nnfinlahed  bosiness  of 
yesterday. 

,    7^  Seard  qf  Etohepitr. 

Ur.  Btanlt  desired,  he  eaid,  to  inquire  of 
the  churman  of  the  Select  Oommittee  on  the 
CarreDoy,  when  a  report  from  that  committee 
might  be  expected.  The  nation  felt  a  deep 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  so  did  the  Honse. 

Ur.  OcsHiKo.  I  cannot  eive  the  gentleman 
a  definite  answer;  bat  the  House  would  facili- 
tate the  action  of  the  oommittee  by  reference 
of  the  President's  Uessage,  which  has  not  yet 
been  done.    [LaDght«r.] 

Ur,  BTAin:.T  said  that  the  committee  had  the 
"  plan  "  referred  to  them,  and  on  that  a  report 
was  expected. 

Here  the  conversation  ended. 

Uf  SEKATE. 

UoSDAT,  January  8,  1&4S. 
2%s  Tiet  Frtiidme!/. 
Ur.  FnisnnT  mbmltted  a  resolntion,  which 
was  adopted,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  whether  any  farther  l^is- 
lation  be  neoessary,  io  case  of  the  removaL 
death,  or  raignstlon  of  the  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

TBDBanA.1,  Jannaiy  18. 
Board  of  BuJufiur. 

Ur,  BxNTON  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  dis> 
onsaed  the  plan  at  length,  as  follows ; 

Ur,  'Paataan :  I  DAve  sud  tm  several  eoca^ 
dons  rinoe  the  present  Adrntniatnitioa  wai 
fiormed,  that  we  bad  gone  back,  not  merely  to 
the  Federal  times  of  General  Hamilton,  but  tta 
beyond  them— to  the  Whig  times  of  Sir  Bobert 
Walpole,  and  the  Tory  timea  ot  Queen  Anne. 
When  I  have  sdd  this  I  cHd  not  mean  it  fbr 
sarcasm,  or  fbr  Insnlt,  ot  to  annoy  the  fseUngs 
of  those  who  had  Just  gotten  into  power.  My 
^m  wasfkr  higher  and  nobler^that  of  showing 
the  retrograde  movement  which  oar  Govern- 
ment was  making^  and  waking  up  tho  oonntry  to 
a  sense  of  ita  dai^ers  before  it  was  too  late ;  and 


that  movement,  and  recovering  the  groond 
which  we  have  lost.  History  is  smd  to  be 
philosophy  teaciiing  by  example ;  and  I  wtah 
to  have  the  benefit  of  the  instmotive  Yoioe  of 
fhta  great  teacher  in  the  laznentahle  cnroum* 
stances  in  vhioh  we  are  now  placed. 
The  Adndnistration  of  Bt  Bobert  Walpola 
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VM  the  fonntain-head  of  Bri^h  woea  All  the 
meaanrefl  whloh  have  led  to  the  present  oondt- 
tion  of  tlia  Britiah  empire,  and  hare  ^ren  it 
more  debt  aod  taxes,  miffe  paopera,  and  more 
hnmao  miseiy  than  ever  before  vas  collected 
under  the  away  of  one  soeptre :  all  these  date 
from  the  reigns  of  the  first  and  second  Qeorge : 
when  this  minister,  for  twentj-fiTe  yaarB,  vu 
the  ruler  of  Parliament  by  means  of  the  moD' 
e^ed  interest,  and  the  mler  of  kings  hj  beatdng 
the  Tories  at  tlieir  own  game  of  non-reatstance 
and  passive  obedience  to  the  royal  vill.  The 
Tories  rtded  under  Qneen  Anne ;  thej  went  for 
ohnrch  and  atat^  and  rested  for  aapport  on  the 
lauded  interest.  The  Whigs  came  into  power 
with  the  aooeision  of  George  the  £1rst  i  the; 
went  for  bank  and  state ;  and  rested  for  sup- 
port on  the  moneyed  interest.  Sir  Bobcat 
Walpole  was  the  head  of  the  Whig  party ;  and 
immediately  became  the  favorite  of  t 
aroh,  and  afterwards  of  Ids  enccessor;  and, 
availing  himself  daring  that  long  period  of 
power  of  all  the  resources  of  genius,  uoimpeded 
by  the  obstacle  of  prim^ples,  he  succeeded  ii 
impressing  his  own  image  npon  the  age  ii 
which  he  lived,  and  giving  to  the  OovennneDt 
policy  the  direction  which  it  has  followed  ever 
since.  Morals,  politic^  pnblio  and  private  pnr- 
snits,  all  received  the  impress  of  the  Minister's 
genius ;  and  what  that  Konias  produced  I  will 
now  prooeed  to  show  :  I  read  from  Smollett'' 
oontinoation  of  Hnme : 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  &om  Smollett's  continua- 
tion of  Home.] 

Sncb  was  the  piotnre  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
time  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole;  and  each  was  the 
natDTal  ftnit  of  a  stooUobbing  Govermnent, 
composed  of  Bank  and  btate,  reeling  for  sap- 
port  on  heartless  oorporaUons,  and  lending  the 
wealth  and  credit  of  the  oonntry  to  the  in- 
terested schemes  of  projectors  and  adventurers. 
Such  was  the  picture  of  Great  Britdn  daring 
this  period ;  and  who  woold  not  mistake  it 
(leavug  oat  names  and  dates)  for  a  description 
of  oar  own  times,  fn  onr  own  America,  daring 
the  ezistenoe  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  thonsmd  afBUoted  inalitntioas  which 
grew  np  nnder  its  proteotion  daring  iU  long 
reign  of  power  and  otwnp^ui  t  Bot^  to  pro- 
ceed with  English  history : 
.  Amonff  the  corporations  brongbt  into  exist- 
ence by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  or  moulded  by  him 
in  the  form  which  ther  nave  nnoe  worn,  were  the 
South  Sea  Oompany,  the  Bast  India  Oompany,  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  Royal  Inanrance  Oompany, 
the  London  Insurance  CcHnpany,  the  Ohantable 
Oorporatian,  end  a  mnltitnd*  of  others,  berides 
the  exoheqner  and  ftmding  ^sterns,  vmch  were 
the  maohmes  for  '™"g9""g  debts  and  taxes 
opon  the  peofd*  and  saddlijig  them  on  posterity. 
All  these  schemes  were  brooght  forward  onder 
tbe  pretext  of  p(^ng  the  debts  of  the  nation, 
relieTing  the  distressea  of  the  people^  assisting 
the  poor,  enoonragiiw  agricohnre,  commerce, 
and  manotactorea,  and  saving  the  atiioB.  from 
the  .burthen  of  loans  and  taxes.    Booh  were  the 


pretexts  for  all  the  schemes.  7h«r  wtn  gen- 
erally conceived  bv  low  and  crafty  sdvatnren, 
adopted  by  the  minister,  csiried  ttrot^  fu- 
liament  by  bribery  and  comptioii,  flcmi^ 
their  day,  and  ended  in  rain  and  diwtch 

Corporation  credit  was  rained  in  Qrat  Br^ 
ain,  by  the  explosion  of  banks  and  amtnia 
—by  the  bnrstmg  of  bubbles— by  the  deteefioa 
of  th^  crimes — and  by  the  crowmng  csUabt- 
phe  of  the  South  Sea  sohome :  it  ii  tqnlt; 
mined  with  us,  and  bjr  the  same  mesn!,iMln 


Tiing  villany  of  the  Bonk  of  the  tTuM 
States.  Bank  and  State  can  no  longeigoto- 
gether  in  our  America :  the  GovemmeU  m 
no  longer  repose  upon  corporatiooL  TWi  i! 
the  case  with  us  in  1841 ;  and  it  was  Iht  e« 
with  Great  Britun  in  1720.  The  South  Sn 
explosion  dissolved  (for  a  long  time)  ths  tn- 
neetlon  there:  the  explorion  of  the  Bankef 
the  ITiuted  States  has  dissolved  it  hen.  Kev 
sdiemes  become  indiapensable ;  and  in  M 
countries  the  same  alternative  is  idoiibi 
Having  eibanst«d  corporation  credit  in  Cd^ 
land,  the  Walpole  Wh^  bad  recoone  to  6o>- 
erument  credit,  and  established  a  Bond  if 
Exchequer,  to  strike  Goremmeut  paper,  h 
like  manner,  the  Webster  Whigs,  having  u- 
haustcd  corporation  credit  with  ns,  hare  n- 
conrse  to  Government  credit  to  snpplrits  piw; 
and  send  ns  a  plan  tor  a  Federal  £ich«qiict, 
copied  with  such  fideUty  of  imitation  fom  the 
British  original,  that  the  description  of  om 
seems  to  be  the  description  of  the  other.  Of 
ooorse  I  ^leok  of  the  E^che^ner  featint  d  At 

e'an  alone.  For  as  to  all  the  rest  (rf  our  C^ 
et  scheme — its  banking  and  brokeragswa- 
oeptions — its  exchange  and  deposit  cp^itiw 
— its  three  dollar  issues  in  pi^r  for  ons  dtSa 
q>ecie  in  hand — its  miserable  one-half  rf  W) 

r  centum  on  its  Ohange-Alley  transselJo»»- 
Cheapside  nnderbiddings  of  rival  btibn 
and  brokers :— as  to  all  these  folUe^  (tai  tb? 
do  not  amount  to  tbe  dlgid^  of  errcn,)^ 
not  copied  from  any  p^  of  the  BritiB 
heqner  qrstem,  or  any  other  system  tint  I 
ever  heard  oj^  bat  are  the  onconterted  and  vxf 
TsUed  prodacti<ni  of  our  own  Amarkao  gu^ 
Irepeatit;  our AdmlniatratloB standi t»4i; 
vhere  the  British  Ooveniment  stood  wwIim' 
dred  and  twenty  years  ago,  OorporatioaCRat 
exhansted,  public  credit  Is  resorted  to ;  and  tM 
machinery  of  an  exchequer  of  issues  b^ccos 
■  inetmment  of  cheatUig  and  plnnderio|  w 
^__p]o  in  both  countries.  The  British  inW*t 
we  copy :  and  the  copy  proves  the  acbdtf  W 
be  worthy  of  the  master.  Here  is  the  Briw 
act.  liCt  ns  read  some  parts  of  it ;  and  WV* 
nize  in  its  deugn,  its  sbucturc^  its  otilM^  ''j 
provisions,  and  its  madunery,  the  true  o'V™ 
of  this  plan,  (the  exchequer  parf^  ^"^^ 
united  wisdom  of  onr  A^tdab^on  hu  sot 
down  to  OS  for  onr  aoeeptanoe  and  ralifi^boiL 
I  read,  not  ikom  the  aepaiate  and  detaehw  *™ 
of  the  first  and  secmid  Geo^e,  but  fifm  tu 
revised  and  perfected  system  as  corrcdcdBH 
perpetuated  in  the  reign  of  Getnge  the  Vari. 
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(Her*  Ur.  B.  read  Hreral  extracU.] 
Here,  iwnined  Ifr.  B,.  ta  the  ori|^nBl  of  our 
tidwqaar  Boheme  I  here  is  the  origiDal  of  whloh 
oof  Tinitfld  AdnuDuitratioii  bAfl  nnaDiinoiulT 
KBtdowoaf^thAil  oopj.  la  all  that  TelatM 
to  the  exoheqaer — its  oesign — operatioii — and 
mode  of  action— thejr  are  one  and  the  sanie 
thing  1  identicall;  the  same.  The  dengn  of 
botb  is  to  mbatitnte  Oorernnieiit  credit  tor 
corporation  credit — to  itrike  paper  monej  for 
the  lue  of  the  QoTerametit — to  inake  this  p^>er 
a  cnrrencr  as  well  as  a  means  of  rising  loaua 
—to  cover  up  and  hide  uatiocial  debt — to  avoid 
i>reMat  taxes  in  order  to  increase  them  an 
huadred  fcdd  in  fatnro— to  throw  tbo  bnitbena 
of  the  present  day  apon  a  future  daj ;  and  to 
load  posteri^with  our  debta  in  addition  to 
their  own.  The  design  of  both  Is  the  same, 
ud  the  atrootnre  of  both  ia  the  same.  The 
Eo^iah  board  oonnats  of  the  Lord  Treasnrer 
for  the  tiine  being,  and  throe  conunisdonera  to 
be  appcHnted  bj  ttia  king ;  onr  board  ia  to  con- 
oit  CI  Uie  Seoretarj  of  ijie  Treasuy  and  the 
Treamuer  for  the  tiine  being,  and  three  eom- 
nusnonerg  to  be  appointed  b^  the  Preddeat 
andSenate.  TheEnglishboardistosnperintend 
and  direct  the  fbrm  and  mode  of  preparbg  and 
issuing  the  excbeqaer  bills ;  onr  board  is  to  do 
the  same  bj  oor  TreasuTT  notee.  The  English 
bills  are  to  be  roouvable  in  all  payments  to  the 
poblio;  onr  7^reami7  notes  are  to  be  received 
IB  like  muier  in  all  Federal  pajmenta.  The 
E^Dgliah  board  Bwoints  paymasters,  clerks,  and 
officers  to  asslat  uiem  In  the  work  of  the  ex- 
chequer ;  oors  is  to  appoint  agents  in  the  States, 
vith  officers  and  clerks  to  aaetst  them  in  the 
Aune  work.  The  Eoglish  pajmaatera  are  to 
give  bonda,  and  to  lie  subject  to  Inspection ;  onr 
■geots  ore  to  do  and  sahmk  to  the  same.  The 
Eogliah  excbeqaer  bills  are  to  serve  for  a  onr- 
reocj;  and  for  that  purpose  the  board  maj 
ooDtract  with  persons,  bodies  poUtio  and  cor- 
porate, to  take  and  drcnlote  them ;  our  board 
» to  do  tlis  same  thing  throng  its  agenotes  in 
the  States  and  Territories.  The  English  ex- 
chetiner  blHs  are  to  be  eschanRed  for  ready 
mooej ;  onrs  are  to  be  exohangea  in  Uie  same 
tnonner.  In  short,  the  ^lana  are  tbe  same,  one 
copied  from  the  other,  identical  ia  desif^  la 
ttmetnre,  and  In  mode  of  operation;  and 
(Therein  tiiey  differ,  (as  thej  do  in  some  de- 
tails,) tbe  Advantage  Is  on  the  side  of  the 
BHluh.  For  example:  1.  The  British  pay 
interest  on  their  biUs,  and  raise  tbe  interest 
rhea  neoesaary  to  sust^n  them  in  the  msrket 
Sars  are  to  pay  no  interest,  and  will  depreciate 
>om  the  day  tbej  issue.  2.  The  Britjsh  caa- 
xl  and  destroy  tbeir  bills  wben'once  paid :  we 
ire  to  reissne  oors,  like  conmion  bank  notce, 
until  worn  oat  with  nse.  8.  The  British  make 
no  amail  biils ;  none  less  thaa  £100  sterling, 
:(500  :>  we  begin  with  five  dolWa,  like  the  old 
Continentals;  and,  like  them,  will  soon  be 
iown  to  one  dollar  and  to  a  enlUing.  4.  The 
British  Board  cotud  issne  no  bill  exoept  as 
•pedally  ooUiorized  from  tima  to  time  br  act 


DEBATES  OF  OOMaBESS. 
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of  Parliament:  onrslstokeep  out  a  perpetual 
issne  of  flfteeu  millions ;  thaa  creating  a  perpet- 
ual debt  to  that  amount  8.  The  Bntsh  Board 
was  to  have  no  deposit  of  Qovernment  stock : 
oun  are  to  have  a  deposit  of  five  millions,  to 
be  converted  into  money  when  needed,  and  to 
oonsUtute  another  permanent  debt  to  that 
amount.  6.  The  British  gave  a  true  titie  to 
their  Exchequer  act:  we  give  a  flalse  one  to 
onn.  They  entitled  theirs,  "  An  aot  for  reg- 
ulating the  issuing  and  paying  off  of  Ex- 
chequer bills;"  we  entitle  ours,  "A  bill 
amendatov  of  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Dmartment."  bi  these  and  a  &w 
otiwr  portieolara  the  two  Exdtequen  differ; 
but  In  all  the  eaiential  features — design— •tmc- 
ture — operatitm — the^  are  the  same. 

Having  abown  that  our  proposed  Exchequer 
was  a  copy  of  the  Britiah  system,  and  that  ve 
are  having  recourse  to  it  nnder  the  same  oir- 
cumstanees ;  that  in  both  oonntriea  it  b  a  tran- 
sit from  oorporation  credit  deoeaaed,  to  Qov- 
ernment creoit,  which  is  to  bear  the  brqnt  of 
new  follies  and  new  extraramaoes :  having 
shown  this,  I  next  propose  to  snow  the  manner 
in  which  thli  Exchequer  system  baa  worked  In 
England,  that,  fW)m  its  workings  there,  we  may 
iaSge  of  its  workings  here.  Thia  is  readily 
done.  Some  dates  and  Sgures  will  aocompliUk 
Uie  task,  and  enlighten  our  understandings  on 
a  point  so  important.  I  soy  some  dote*  and 
flgnres  will  do  It.  Thus:  at  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  tiiis  system  in  ^glond  the  annual  taxes 
were  fi  milUons  sterling :  thej  are  now  60  mil- 
lions. The  public  debt  was  then  40  millions: 
it  is  now  900  million^  the  unfimded  items  in- 
dnded.  The  interest  and  manegeoieat  of  the 
debt  were  then  1^  millions :  they  are  now  SO 
milUona. 

Here  Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  book— the  iadoz  to 
the  British  Statutes  at  large— oontaining  a  ref- 
erence to  all  Uie  issoea  of  Excbeqaer  bilb  from 
the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Eirs^ 
(1727,)  to  the  fiKirth  year  of  the  rrign  of  hw 
present  M^es^,  (1840.)  He  showed  the 
amounts  issued  under  each  reign,  and  the  par- 
allel growth  et  the  national  debt,  ontil  tneae 
Issnes  exceeded  a  thoosaod  milliotis,  and  the 
debt,  after  all  pqmentB  made  um«  it  is  atill 
near  one  thonsmd  milllona.  Hr.  B.  here 
pointed  out  the  annual  Issaes  under  each  reign, 
and  then  the  totals  for  each  reign,  showing 
that  the  issues  were  small  and  fkr  between  in 
the  be{^nning— large  and  dose  together  in  the 
ooncloaioD — and  that  it  was  now  going  on  faster 
than  ever. 

The  following  waa  the  table  of  the  iaauea  un> 
der  each  reign : 

Geo.  I,  la  ITST,  (one  year,)  -  -  £870,000 
Geo.  S,  from  1797  to  ITOO,  (88  years,)  11,SOO,000 
Goo.  S,  ftom  I7»0  to  18S0,  (SO  yMss,)  S4t,eOO,000 
Geo.  4,  ftom  18S0  to  lUl,  (11  rasia,)  820,000,000 
WiD.  4,  hottt  1881  to  1S17,  (6  yean,)  -  160,000,000 
Tlclctia  1,  fron  IMT  to  1840,  (4  yeaia,)  160,000,000 


161,140.870,000 
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Hear  twelv«  hondred  ndlUoiu  of  ponnda 
sterliag  in  lees  than  a  centnrj  and  a  qoarter — 
we  mar  Mj  threft-qoarten  of  a  oentiir;^)  for  the 
mat  mass  of  the  iMoea  hare  taken  pUM  atnoe 
^e  beg^ming  of  tlw  rtignof  G«orge  the  Third. 
The  fint  issae  iraa  the  uiird  of  a  million ;  un- 
der George  the  Seoond,  the  arerage  aunoal 
issue  was  the  third  ot  a  million ;  nnder  George 
the  Third,  the  annn^  average  was  nine  mu- 
Iknia;  nnder  Gmoigfi  the  FonrUi,  it  was  thir^ 
milUona :  nnder  William  the  Fonrth,  twentr- 
Ihree  millionB;  and  under  Yiotorio,  it  ii  twen- 
^•<»ie  miUioDB.  Snoh  la  the  prt^ires*  of  the 
sfstem — saoh  die  danger  of  ootnmenoing  the 
itnM  of  fwptit  money  to  snpply  the  wants  of  a 
Government. 

Thi<^  oontinned  Vr.  B.,  la  the  fhiit  of  the 
ezoheqoer  issnes  in  England,  and  it  ahovs  boUi 
the  rapid  growth  and  oangeroas  perversion  of 
anch  iasaes.  The  first  bills  of  this  kind  ever 
itaned  in  that  oonntry  were  nnder  William  the 
Third,  oommonl;  called  the  Frinoe  of  Orange, 
in  the  year  IWO.  They  were  issned  to  snpply 
the  plaoe  temporarily  of  the  ooln,  which  was 
all  called  in  to  be  reoctoed  nnder  the  snperln- 
'     '      »  of  Sir  laaao  Newton.    The  first  billa 


temporaiT  ponKwe,  and  were  ieeoed  as  low  as 
ten  pomias  and  five  pooods  sterling.  It  waa  not 
nntu  more  than  thirty  years  afterwards,  and 
whui  oorporation  credit  bad  tidied,  that  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  revived  the  idea  of  these  bills, 
and  perverted  them  into  a  cortenoy,  and  into 
Instmmenta  for  r^ing  money  for  the  service 
of  the  Qovemment.  His  practice  was  to  issne 
these  bills  to  tupply  present  wants,  instead  of 
Iwing  taxes  or  making  a  bii  and  open  loan. 
When  dne,  a  new  issue  took  up  the  old  Issue ; 
and  whoi  the  qnantity  would  beoome  Kreat, 
the  wh(de  were  nnded :  that  ia  to  say,  sudled 
apon  posterity.  The  tmit  of  the  system  is  seen 
in  the  000,000,000  of  debt  which  Great  Britain 
•till  owes,  after  all  the  payments  made  npon  it. 
The  amocnt  is  enormons,  overwbelmingj  tp- 
palling ;  each  as  never  ooold  have  been  created 
nnder  any  system  ot  taxes  or  loans.  In  the 
natore  of  thmgs,  Government  expenditure  has 
Its  limits  whm  it  has  to  proceed  upon  taxation 
ca  borrowins.  Taxes  have  their  nmits  in  the 
cqMoi^  of  the  people  to  pay :  loans  have  their 
limit  in  the  o^Miei^  ot  men  to  lend ;  and  both 
have  their  restraints  in  the  reeponribilil7  and 

EDbUeilT  of  the  operation.  Taxea  oamot  be 
dd  witnont  exdting  the  Inquiry  of  the  people. 
Loans  cannot  be  madewithont  Ui^demaa^ng 
wherefore.  Honey,  i.  e.  gold  and  silver,  can- 
not be  obtuned,  bnt  in  limited  and  roasooable 
amoonts,  and  all  these  restraints  Impose  limits 
npon  the  amount  of  Governmmit  expenditure 
and  QoTemment  debt    Not  so  with  the  nMse- 


per  I  The  silent  working  of  the  press 
heard  by  the  peopl&  Wbetherit  is  onemtUion 
or  twenty  miUlona  that  is  etmck,  a  all  one  to 
them,    when  the  Ume  comes  for  payioent,  Qie 


^lent  oMration  of  the  funding  ajBtMii  nrorili 
to  the  silent  operaUon  of  the  pritriof  fnm; 
and  thus  extravagant  expeaditurcs  go  «B-t  | 
mountain  cf  debt  growa  np-^efouriif  iata- 
est  aecmea— and  uie  wboe  is  tinown  ifoi 
posterity,  to  cnuh  snooeeding  ag«^  Aa  4» 
moralitug  the  age  which  eofitraoled  it. 

TheBritiahdebtisfliefrnltoftbeeiekqw  I 
ifystem  in  Great  Britain,  the  same  thatatM  I 
now  urged  to  tdoot,  and  nnder  the  mm  »  ' 
oomstaaoes;  and  frightful  as  is  UasmooBtilliri 
Is  only  one  branch — one  part  o(  tiie  bitt-«f 
the  iniqnitons  and  ne&noos  ^stcm.  Oto 
parts  r^ioain  to  be  stated,  and  the  Irk  tM  I 
name  is,  that  a  large  part  of  thisauwmoH  M 
is  wholly  &lae  and  fictitious  I  MoCdIM 
states  two-fifths  to  be  fictitious  ;  other  vritan 
say  more ;  hot  his  antbority  is  the  hi^M,  od 
I  prefer  to  go  by  it.  In  his  ootammil  & 
tionary,  now  on  my  table,  under  tb«  «iri 
'*  J^rUlt,''  he  shows  themeaaa  by  which  itiod 
for  £100  would  be  granted  when  onlj  iU  ■ 
£70  were  pud  for  it;  and  goes  on  to  hj: 

"  In  coDscqoence  of  this  ptactice,  tbcpciodHl' 
the  debt  now  exlstliig  unoimts  to  ncuij  trvfiHi 
more  than  tbe  amount  actnaDy  tdmiced  b;  b 

So  that  the  English  people  are  booad  k 
two-flftha  man  of  cqiital,  and  pay  tw»Atti 
more  of  annual  Interest,  on  accoont  <i  tm 
debt,  than  they  ever  received.  Two4ftb  i' 
900,000,000  is  800,000,000;  and  twD-SIUiiri 
80,000,000  is  13,000,000;  so  that  heitiiM- 
tions  debt  to  the  amonnt  of  tl,600,OOa,OW<' 
oor  money,  drawing  (60,000,000  of  intcMt 
for  which  the  pec^leof  En^aud  new  nemi 
a  cent;  and  into  which  they  ware  Jng^B' 
cheated  by  the  frands  and  viUanlta  of  th» 
chequer  and  Amding  lystemal  thoM  qiM 
which  w«  are  now  noanlmooaly  invited  bf  Mt 
AdministratJon  to  adopt.  The  MSt  M  " 
this  Rystem  is  that  of  the  kind  of  moB«T,  »* 
was  called,  which  was  ccoddered  Int,  m 
which  goes  to  make  up  ttte  thiee^Ahiotili 
debt  admitted  to  have  been  reoaived ;  ibost  Ot 
one-half  of  it  was  received  in  depteeistwi  {itff 
during  the  long  bank  sanwrnon  whidi  Vm 
tiaxM  from  1797  to  1898,  end  daii^  'U 
time  the  depreciation  ennk  as  low  si  N  f* 
centum.  Bere,  then,  is  another  dtdadifa  a 
near  one-third  to  be  taken  off  the  oi»^  « 
the  three-fifthswhioh  iaoovnted  MhBTiD(hf 
advanced  by  the  kndera.    Fbially,  aaathviiii- 


ter  drop  is  fbund  in  this  enp  of  iadebta^BM 
that  tike  lenders  were  moetly  Jobbtn  sod  |» 
biers  in  stocks,  without  a  ahiltiiig  ef  tbdron 
to  go  npon,  and  who  by  the  tmiefA*^ 
tern  became  tbe  creditors  (rf  the  Gortnam 
for  milliong.  These  gentry  would  prf  w 
stocks  which  they  had  received— acil  tb*"' 
some  advance — and  then  Iwid  the  GonnW" 
a  part  of  its  own  money.  Thaae  are  tbe  W«i 
—these  the  receivers  of  thirty  mOlioDsMn>4 
of  taxes— liieee  the  scrip  nobility  who  i**^ 
hereditary  nobles  into  Uie  shades  sad  wk»  mh 
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tk«  [wodnativtt  indnatTT'  of  the  BHtiah  empire, 
Aad  tkb  !■  the  state  of  things  which  oat  Ad- 
atalrtntton  now  pnpoKe  for  our  imitation. 

Tim  is  the  waj  tJ>e  ezehmner  and  flutding 
qntem  hare  worked  In  Engumd ;  and  let  no 
oie  uj  th^  will  not  work  in  the  same  maimer 
is  ear  own  eoontry.  The  ajBtem  is  the  same 
in  ill  otnintrfea,  and  will  work  alike  erery- 
vhere.  Go  into  it,  and  we  shall  hare  ever; 
fttdt  of  the  B7St«in  which  the  EogHsh  people 
DOW  hare;  and  of  this  most  of  oor  jcmag 
Stttat,  sod  of  onr  oitiee,  aod  oorporatioDs, 
whiah  have  gone  into  the  borrowing  IraBinew, 
maa  their  bonda,  are  now  livisK  examples. 
iWr  bonds  ware  their  9xeb«qoK  bills.  Ther 
msd  them  profoaelf ,  eztravagantlj,  madly,  as 
ill  piper  cmUt  Is  nsea.  Their  txttds  were  sold 
nooer  par,  tboogh  the  ffisooontwas  nsnallj  hid 
bj  a  tnok :  pay  was  often  reoeived  in  depreci- 
ated paper.  9iarpers  freqaently  made  the 
poiohaie  who  had  nothing  to  par  but  a  part  of 
the  prooeedi  rf  the  same  bonds  when  sold. 
And  thus  the  States  and  cities  are  bomid  for 
debta  which  are  in  a  great  d^ee  fictdtioos,  and 
are  lx>DDd  to  lenders  who  had  nothing  to  lend ; 
and  micb  are  the  ftauds  of  the  aystem  which  is 
presented  to  as,  and  most  be  onr  fate,  if  we  go 
mto  the  exchequer  sjitem. 

I  hire  shown  the  eflbot  of  an  Exchequer  ot 
inaes  in  Great  Britain  to  strike  paper  money 
for  a  cnrreney,  and  as  «  sabstitnte  for  loans  aim 
tuet.  I  have  shown  that  this  system,  adopted 
"^j  ^  liobert  Wslpole  npon  the  fimore  of  oor- 
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pontion  oredit,  hu  been  the  means  of  smng- 

doa  a  monnt^  load  of  debt  npon  tba  Btitim 

i,  two-Aftbi  of  wUch  is  tiaodnlent  and 


Mtjtions:  tbat  tt  has  made  the  great  body  of 
the  people  tributaries  to  a  handfol  of  fondhold- 
•n,  most  <rf  whom,  wltbont  owning  a  shiUlng, 
wwe  enabled  by  the  frands  of  the  paper  system 
ind  the  Aindlng  mtem,  to  lend  mitlions  to  the 
OoTemment.  1  baTe  shown  that  tUs  Ryateni, 
thu  ralnons  In  Eni^d,  waa  Um  resort  c^  a 
crafty  minister  to  snMtitnte  OoranmMnt  oredit 
for  the  exhausted  credit  of  the  moneyed  oor- 
PorUions,  and  the  exjdoded  babbles^  and  I 
ure  diown  tbat  th«  Exdheqaer  plan  now  pre- 
sented to  OS  by  oor  Administration,  \a  a  faithfol 
copy  of  tbe  English  oripnsl.  I  have  shown 
)D  this;  and  now  the  question  Is,  shall  we  adopt 
this  cony  t  This  is  the  qneetion ;  and  the  oon- 
nderatian  of  it  implies  the  hamiliating  concln- 
!K»i,  that  we  have  fbrgot  that  we  have  a  oon- 
ititntion,  and  we  have  gone  back  to  the  worst 
era  of  Ei^tih  history— to  times  of  the  Sonth 
3ea  babble,  to  take  lessons  in  the  science  of 
political  eoonomy.  Sir,  we  have  a  conatitntion  I 
u)d  if  there  was  any  thing  better  established 
Lhu  another,  at  the  time  of  Its  adoption,  it  was 
that  the  new  Goyemment  was  a  nard-money 
Sorentnient,  made  by  bard-money  men,  who 
bad  seen  and  fUt  tbe  evils  of  Goremment  pa- 
per, and  who  intended  fbrever  to  cnt  off  the 
new  OovernmeBt  from  the  nse  of  that  danger- 
Mis  ezpediait    The  qoestion  was  made  in  the 


Convention  (for  there  was  a  small  paper  money 
party  in  tliat  body)  and  wdemnly  decided  that 
the  GoTemment  sbonld  not  emit  paper  money, 
bills  of  credit,  or  paper  cnrrency  of  any  kind. 
It  appears  ftxna  the  history  of  the  Convention, 
that  tbe  first  draft  of  the  oonstitution  contained 
a  pqwr  daoae,  and  that  It  stood  in  eonnectioti 
with  the  power  to  raise  money,  thoe:  "To  bor- 
row money,  and  emit  billa.  on  the  oredit  of  the 
United  Statoe."  When  tliia  clause  came  np  for 
oonaideration,  Mr.  Gonvemenr  Morris  moved 
to  strike  ont  the  worda,  "  and  emit  billa ;  "  and 
waa  seconded  by  Mr.  Pierce  Botler.  "Mr. 
Madison  thought  it  anffioient  to  prevent  them 
from  belnK  made  a  tender."  "  Mr,  EUawortb 
thonsht  this  a  favorable  moment  to  shot  and 
bar  the  door  ag^nst  paper  money.  The  mis- 
obi^  of  the  variona  experimectB  which  had 
been  made  were  now  fredi  in  the  pnhlic  mind, 
and  had  excited  .die  dii^nat  of  all  the  reapeot- 
able  part  of  America.  By  withholding  the 
power  from  tbe  new  Government,  more  menda 
of  inflnenoe  wonld  be  gf^ed  to  it  than  by  al- 
moat  any  tliiDg  else.  Paper  money  can  in  no 
case  be  necessary.  Give  the  Government  cred' 
it,  and  other  reeonrces  will  offer.  The  power 
may  do  harm,  never  good."  Mr.  Wilson  said  : 
"  It  will  have  a  most  ealotary  infinecce  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  pos- 
sibility of  paper  money.  This  expedient  can 
never  sncceed  while  its  misohie&  are  remem- 
bered ;  and  as  long  as  it  con  be  resorted  to,  it 
will  be  a  bar  to  other  resonroes."  "  Mr.  Bntler 
remarked  that  paper  was  a  legal  tender  in  no 
ooontry  in  Eorope,  He  waa  m^nt  for  disarm- 
ing the  Government  of  such  a  power."  "  Mr. 
Bead  thought  tbe  words,  if  not  stmck  out, 
wonld  be  as  alarming  as  the  mark  of  the  beast 
in  Revelations."  "Mr.  Langton  had  rather 
reject  the  whole  plan  than  retain  the  three 
words,  '  and  emit  bills.' "  A  few  members 
qioke  in  bror  of  retaining  the  olaose ;  but  on 
taking  the  vot«k  tbe  sense  of  the  convention 
wassJmostnnanlmoQslyagalnBtit.  NineStstea 
votftdforstrikJngout:  two  for  retaining.  They 
were :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Coq- 
neoticat  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Yir^ia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Gu^>]ina,  Georgia,  for 
striking  out  The  two  States  of  Maryland  and 
New  Jersey  alone  voted  tor  the  retention  of  the 
olaose.  This  is  the  histoiy  of  the  case  from  Mr, 
Madison's  report;  and  to  this  be  baa  added 
thia  note : 

"Itie  vote  in  the  afflnnatlrB  by  Tli^lnls  wis 
occuioned  by  the  acqnieacenc):  of  Mr.  Vaduon,  who 
became  sitisfled  that  striking  oat  the  worda  wonld 
not  ^nble  the  GoTenunent  from  Che  use  of  public 
notes,  IS  &r  M  they  Mold  be  mte  and  proper ;  and 
wonld  only  cot  off  tbe  pretext  for  apapm-  ewrmey, 
and  puticoluty  for  tnslonK  the  Ulla  a  Itnder,  either 
for  public  or  ]Hi*ate  debts." 

The  Senator  from  Viwnia  (Mr.  Sms)  re- 
ferred to  thia  not«  some  days  aeo,  as  if  it  qnali- 
fled,  or  en)ldned  away  tbe  decision  of  tbe  con- 


vention ;  bat  no  aoch  thing.    The  vote  of  the 
oonveslion  was  nearly  unanimooa  withogt  Mr. 
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Madison.  Bia  Joiidng  tlie  nuyoritf  did  not 
alter  the  deciuon;  there  wer«  onongh  hard- 
monej  men  withont  Mrn ;  and  hie  note  to  the 
debate  shows  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  paper- 
money  cnrrenoy.  The  note  stiows  that  heccn- 
ridered  tlie  rejection  of  the  danse  had  cat  off 
the  pretext  (or  a  paper  oDrreaor ;  and  I  there- 
fore daiia  the  benefit  of  his  anthoritj  in  behalf 
of  the  ooDsUtntlon,  and  against  tliis  plui  of  ex- 
oheqner  isenee  vhioh  the  Administration  has 
•ent  down  to  na. 

If  Uiere  irere  a  thousand  oonstttntional  pro- 
tUous  is  faTor  of  pi^r  money,  I  obonld  still 
be  Bg^nst  it — Bgamst  Uie  thing  itstlit,ptr  m 
aai  propter  »t — on  aoconnt  of  ita  own  inherent 
baantess  and  rice.  Bat  Qte  oonstitntion  is 
agaiost  it— olearly  so  npoa  ita  face ;  npon  Its 
history ;  npon  its  early  practice ;  apon  ita  nnl- 
form  ^terpretation.  The  nniTersal  exoreesion 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption  was,  that  tlie  new 
GoTemment  was  a  luvd-money  Government, 
made  by  hard-money  men,  and  that  it  was  to 
save  the  ooantry  fh>m  the  cnrse  of  paper 
money.  This  was  thenniversal  langoage— this 
die  Dniversal  sentiment ;  and  this  hard-money 
ohoraoter  of  the  new  Government  was  one  of 
the  great  reoommendationa  in  ita  faTor,  and  one 
of  the  chief  Indnoementa  to  its  adoption.  AH 
the  early  action  of  the  Oovemment  oonforraed 
to  this  idea — all  its  early  l^ialation  was  as  tme 
to  hard-money  as  the  needle  is  to  the  pote. 
The  very  flnt  act  of  Oongress  for  the  collection 
of  dntles  on  Importa,  poaaed  in  the  first  year  of 
the  now  GoTernment's  existence,  and  enacted 
by  the  very  men  who  hod  framed  the  constl- 
tntion — this  first  act  required  those  duties  to 
be  pwd  "in  gold  and  wlTer  coin  only;  "  the 
wora  miy,  which  Is  a  contraction  for  the  old 
EngUnh  otietjf,  bring  added  to  cat  off  the  pos- 
ribflity  of  an  intrnrion,  or  an  ideotion  of  a  par- 
ade of  paper  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Btates.  The  first  act  for  the  sale  of 
pabtic  lands  required  them  to  be  paid  for  in 
"  ipeei«  " — the  specie  drcular  of  1886  was  only 
the  enforcement  of  that  act;  and  the  hard- 
money  claose  in  the  Independent  Treasnry  was 
a  revival  of  theae  two  ori^nal  and  ftmdamental 
reveniie  laws.  Boch  were  the  early  lepslative 
interpretations  of  the  constitution  by  the  men 
who  made  it. 

The  feeility  with  which  any  indnatrioas 
country  can  supply  itaelf  with  a  hard-money 
cairenoy — can  lift  itself  out  of  the  mad  and 
mire  of  depreoiated  paper,  and  mount  the  high 
and  dean  road  of  gold  and  fdlver :  the  ease 
with  which  any  indnstrious  people  can  do  thia, 
has  been  sufBoiently  proved  in  onr  own  coun- 
try, and  in  many  others.  Ta  saw  it  in  the 
ease  with  which  the  Jackson  policy  gained  us 
eighty  millions  of  dollars  In  seven  years.  We 
saw  it  at  the  dose  of  the  Revolution,  when  the 
paper  money  sunk  to  nothing,  ceased  to  cir- 
culate, and  specie  re^peared  as  by  magic.  I 
have  aalced  the  venerable  itr.  Haoox  how  long 
it  was  after  paper  stopped,  b^re  epede  reap- 
peared at  that  period  <k  our  hiitoiy  t  his  u> 


swer  was :  No  time  at  aU.  As  soco  m  cat 
stopped,  the  other  oame.  We  hav«  M«n  it  !i 
England  at  the  end  of  the  long  bank  n^m- 
sion,  which  terminated  in  1833.  Fs^ineii 
allowed  the  Bank  four  yean  toprepanbrn- 
sumption:  at  the  end  of  two  yeait— luU  lb 
time— die  reported  herself  rMtdy— hanug  ii 
that  short  apace  aooomulated  a  mass  of  tra^ 
miUiona  stwling  (one  hnndred  milBoas  of  H 
lars}  in  gold;  uto,  above  aQ,  we  have  Mta  I 
in  France,  where  the  Great  Empenw  miaai 
tita  oorrenoy  In  the  short  apace  of  lii  jetn, 
from  the  lowest  degree  of  debasemegit  to  tit 
highest  point  of  brilfianCT.  On  beeomisg  Fnt 
Owaol  in  1800,  he  fomul  notUng  but  d^nd- 
at«d  aasignata  in  the  coantiy — in  nx  jean  Ui 
immortal  campaigns  AnateriJte,  JeuL  Trxi- 
land — all  the  expenses  of  his  impnisl  wut, 
Borpasslng  in  splendor  that  of  the  BtHnsnt,  tai 
rivalling  the  almost  fabulooa  masnifieeiKeaf 
the  Gfu^lis  of  Bagdad— all  his  loUnul  iik- 
provements — all  his  docks,  forts,  and  tliipi- 
all  the  oommerce  of  his  forty  milUons  of  nlr 
Jecta — all  theae  were  carried  on  by  gold  nd 
silver  alone;  and  from  having  the  baKitev- 
rency  in  the  world,  France,  in  six  yemU 
near  the  t>est,  and  etill  retains  IL  Tbew  >•' 
stances  ahow  how  eaiiy  it  ia  for  any  coiutr; 
that  pleases  to  supply  itsdf  with  an  ample  cie- 
renoy  of  gold  and  silver — how  ea»y  it  wi  1" 
for  us  to  complete  our  supplies — that  ia  siiv 
seven  years  we  conld  aatorate  the  land  vhti 
qtedel  and  yet  we  have  a  fonnal  CabiDti 
propoeition  to  .set  up  a  mauuftctnry  of  ft^i 
money  I 

The  Senator  from  Uissisaippt,  (Ur.TiUBJ 
who  sits  on  my  right,  haa  just  vidted  tha  i^ 
of  Cuba,  and  has  told  us  what  ha  hte  M 
there— a  pure  metallio  cnrrenoy  of  sold— trdo 
millions  of  dollars  of  it  to  a  popuatiM)  et  "* 
million  aouls,  half  slaves — not  a  pvtidc  of  i*- 
per  money — prioea  of  labor  and  proper^  bi^ 
than  in  the  United  States — indasbr  letin- 
oommeroe  flourishing :  aibrelgntraaeofl"*' 
ty-four  m^ons  of  dollar^  which,  compu^ 
to  population  and  territory,  is  ao  much  fff" 
than  ours,  that  it  would  require  tnirs  to  lie  liiB 
hundred  and  twealy-five  million*  to  la  eqw 
to  iti  This  ia  what  the  Senator  from  ICab- 
nppi  tells  ua  that  be  haa  seen  jand  wosU  u 
God  that  we  had  all  seen  it.  Wodd  to  G» 
that  the  whole  American  Congraas  hti  >^ 
it  Denuitly  do  I  wish  that  it  was  th«  ntUD 
now,  as  in  ancient  times,  for  legiidaton  to  a- 
araine  the  institutiona  of  other  ooontriH  l^^ 
they  altered  those  of  thdr  own  eoontij.  Th 
Bolons  and  Lyourgnsea  of  antiqiu^  wo«U  "^ 
Egypt,  and  Crete,  and  other  iwtowiied  vx» 
in  the  East,  befwe  they  wonld  toadi  tbaiivt 
of  Sparta  or  Athena  I  in  like  maniwr  I  stiodd 
r^oice  to  see  our  IcnslaUtn  Tint  the  la^ 
money  oountriea— Hi^and,  Ynaee,  C^^»- 
fore  they  went  fcrther  with  P'P";*^ 
schemes  in  our  own  coontiy.  The  Ciwbn>  ■ 
think,  ahonld  be  aotaally  put  opni  ta^  ■  ^f- 
oge.    After  what  they  have  done,  I  tbiatiHT 
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Aonld  be  shipped  on  a  Tisit  to  tho  land 
bard  moDer,  And  alUiDiigh  it  might  seem 
■tnnge,  nnder  our  form  of  GoremmeDt,  thai 
to  travel  our  Pr«atdent  and  Osbinet^  yet  I  mnst 
be  permitted  to  mj  that  I  oaa  find  oonstitD- 
tioiial  authority  for  doing  ta,  iost  M  soon  aa 
^ej  can  find  oonstitational  antnoritf  for  send- 
tng  rach  a  eaheme  of  flnuioe  and  currency  as 
they  have  spread  before  ns. 

Holland  and  Onba  have  the  beat  onrrendes 
in  the  world :  it  is  gold  and  the  oommeroial 
bin  of  exchange,  with  small  silver  for  ohaag«, 
vdA.  not  a  pwtiole  of  bank  puer.  France 
baa  the  next  beat :  It  Is  gold,  with  tlie  oom- 
Dierdal  bill  of  exchange,  mnch  nlver,  and  not  a 
bank  note  below  BOO  franea,  (say  $100.)  And 
bere  let  m«  do  Justice  to  the  wisdom  and  firm- 
ness of  dw  present  King  of  the  FMndi.  The 
Bink  of  Fnnoe  lately  reM^ved  to  rednoa  the 
miDimnm  site  of  its  notea  to  300  ftanea,  (ml; 
|40.)  Hie  king  gave  thsm  notice  that  if  they 
did  It,  the  Oovemmeat  wonld  consider  it  on 
tojury  to  tiie  omrency,  and  would  take  steps 
to  correct  die  movement.  The  Bank  rescinded 
its  resotntion ;  and  LooIb  Fhilippe^  In  that  sin- 
^e  act,  (to  asy  nothing  of  otlien,)  showed  him- 
self to  be  a  patriot  King,  worthy  of  every  good 
man's  wtba,  and  of  every  legislator's  imita- 
tion. The  United  States  have  the  basest  enr- 
rency  in  the  world:  It  Is  pa^ver,  down  to 
wnts;  and  that  paper  supplied  by  irre^onaiblD 
corj^orstioiu,  which  exercise  the  ptivOc^  of 
panng,  or  not,  jost  as  it  raits  their  interest  or 
poUtica.  yit  have  the  basest  enrrency  upon 
the  (ace  of  the  earth ;  but  itwill  notremainao. 
Reform  is  at  hand;  probably  from  the  mild 
operation  of  law;  if  not,  certainly  from  the 
strong  arm  of  mln.  Ood  has  prescribed  mo- 
rality, law,  order,  govemnunt,  for  the  oondact 
of  hnman  affairs ;  sad  be  will  not  permit  these 
to  be  too  long  oatraged  and  trampled  under 
foot  The  day  of  vtndloatjng  the  ontraged  law 
and  order  cS  our  country.  Is  at  hand ;  and  its 
dawn  ia  now  visible.  The  exoeae  of  bank 
enormity  will  care  itself  nnder  the  decrees  of 
Providitnee ;  and  the  oare  will  be  more  com- 
plete and  perfect  than  any  that  oonld  «ome 
from  the  hands  of  man. 

It  may  seem  paradoxical,  bnt  it  la  true,  that 
there  is  no  abtmdant  onrretioy,  low  interest, 
and  facility  of  loans^  enxpt  In  hard^nosey 
conntries :  paper  make*  soaraltj-,  hi^  Intweat, 
nsnry,  exfantion,  and  difficolty  of  Dorrowiog. 
Ignorance  snpposea  that  to  mue  mon^  plenty, 
yon  must  have  paper :  this  is  pnre  nonaeiue. 
Paper  drives  away  aU  specie,  and  Uien  dies  It- 
self for  want  of  specie;  and  leaves  the  country 
peoniless  until  It  ca>  reemit. 

Thl^  sir,  is  my  answer  to  the  demand  (or  a 
national  currency,  meaning  a  omreaoy  of  paper 
money  issued  under  the  authority  of  a  law 
enacted,  or  of  a  charter  granted  by  Oongreaa.  I 
am  against  sneh  a  ourrency,  but  am  ready  to 
KeoDunenoe  all  the  hard-mone^  measarei  tat 
tbe  restoration  of  the  correnoy  of  the  oonsUtu- 
tion,  and  to  stop  the  cnne  of  depreotated  notei 


aad  shlnplaatera  from  local  banks  and  individ- 
ual^ by  applying  a  bankmpt  law  to  bankrupt 
banks,  ana  placing  a  tax  upon  every  bank  note, 
which  the  small  and  weak  will  not  be  able  to 

How  oapridoos,  Ur.  Freddent,  are  the  ways 
of  fortanel  how  dUfarendy  she  treats  different 
men,  and  even  the  same  thing  coming  from 
different  men  1  Of  this  we  have  a  signal  in- 
stance in  the  oaio  now  before  qb.  We,  the 
American  Senate,  are  now  gravely  employed 
in  the  consideration  of  a  plan  to  establish  a 
Federal  Exoheqner,  seut  down  to  us  by  the 
Administration,  when  the  same  plan,  submit- 
ted to  us  a  fow  years  ago  by  a  respectable  citi- 
zen of  the  Bonth,  received  not  the  slightest 
attMitlon ;  and  waa  nfl^red  to  ^k  down  llfe- 
leaafrmithehandaoftlieanthor.  What  thna 
fell  dead  from  the  bands  of  a  remeotable  citizen 
In  the  Boittb,  Is  now  picked  np  by  half  a  doien 
gentlemen  at  the  weat  end  of  PennqylTania 
avenae,  ad(f>ted  for  thdr  own,  and  sent  down 
to  ns  for  the  most  grave  and  we^hty  oonnder- 
ation  of  the  two  Hooses  of  Oonpves.  Coming 
from   their  handfL  —    —- uuii_  .»i..->^- 


c^rioiona  is  fortune — that  many 
Senatora  now  present,  will  hear,  for  the  first 
Mum,  that  this  plan  on  which  we  are  called  to 
deliberate,  as  a  fresh  conception  of  onr  Cabinet, 
is  actnally  an  old  eopyiight  invention  of  a 
Southern  dtizen  I  Strange  as  this  may  be,  it 
is  no  leM  true  thanstrange ;  and,  as  the  maxim 
— auun  eniqu* — let  evwy  <hm  have  his  owi^— 
la  as  (^  in  ita  applieatioii  to  tfaemeotal  prodoo- 
tiona  aa  it  1*  to  tlie  (hiit  (rf  any  otber  indastry, 
so  I  prooeed  to  vindicate  the  title  of  the  tme 
antiior  of  this  plan  of  a  Federal  Exoheqner,  by 
showing  the  orlsinal  plan  itaelf.  Here  it  is, 
said  Hr.  B.,  holding  np  a  printed  pamphlet  in 
bis  hand ;  here  it  la  I  and  I  wilt  read  some  ex- 
tract* from  it,  to  diow  the  identity  of  the  two 
proporftiona.  And.  first,  the  title-page.  "  All 
the  world  is  a  title-page."  So  says  William 
Shakspeare,  as  the  Senator  fiom  PermaylTania 
(Hr.  Bdohajtan)  reminded  us  the  other  day ; 
the  aaid  William  Shakspeare  muning  tberebr 
that  every  thing  in  tbe  world  is  (Usely  labe 


truth  of  that  twumdo,  I  most  be  permitted  t 
as?  of  the  pamphlet  ftom  wUdi  I  propose  to 
read,  that  it  Is  moat  tnAj  entitled— its  title  a 
true  label ;  and  that,  in  tMs  particular,  aa  well 
at  in  others,  it  possMaea  a  martced  advanta^ 


"  A  plan  far  the  eelabllabntent,  by  act  of  Congress, 
not  a  coining  mint,  far  there  ia  one  slrendf,  bat  a 
Qen«t«l  Print  Hint  it  Washington  city,  for  tha 
emlsrion  of  paper  money  to  the  unoont,  perhaps,  of 
two  hondred  millions  of  doUara ;  to  be  founded  on 
a  nx^  and  upon  a  credit  of  ten  yean,  at  six  per 
oratnm,  which  wiU  be  productiTe  of  a  rise  of  prop- 
erty immefiatdy  of  10,  IS,  pecfaapa  tO  per  centum ; 
and  pctiwps  more.  By  John  H.  Sargent,  Esq.,  At- 
tatnay  and  Ooraaellor  at  Iaw.    Cbariestim:  Ftinied 
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bj  EdTtnl  G.  CoDDcell,  \o.  1,  Oraen  itreet,  umo 
DoniiDl,  1837."  "  Eotered  in  tbe  office  of  the  Cleric 
of  the  Dittrlct  of  South  Catolitw,  ind  cxqtjright  m- 
CQtod  accordii^  to  Uw." 

This  is  the  title :  KoA  I  tdmit,  Ur.  Freskleiit, 
that  it  differa  from  the  title  irtucli  our  Oabiaet 
prodDotion  bears ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
nj  that  it  U  on]}  the  difference  between  a  Mse 
and  a  trae  label  npon  the  same  box  of  sondriea. 
Mr.  Sargent  entitlea  his  plan  "  A  General  Print 
Hint "  to  strike  tiro  hundred  milliona  of  paper 
money  for  a  national  cnrrenoj ;  and  in  bo  ooing 
he  trol;  entitles  it,  and  gives  na  a  clear  percep- 
tion of  its  design.  Oor  Cabinet,  on  the  con- 
trail', entitle  theirs  "  A  bill  to  amend  tbe  seve- 
ral acta  establiabing  the  Treaamy  Department," 
which  is  a  mjatiflcation  and  bamboodement, 
there  b^ng  no  snch  acta  to  wbich  It  can  Bpplj 
BB  an  amendment,  nor  onr  thing  in  tlie  xm» 
which  can  mve  the  least  idea  of  the  dedfn  of 
the  plan.  In  this  the  titles  differ — one  emight- 
ena  ua,  and  the  other  mjstlfiea  and  bamboozlea 
ns— and  in  this  differenoe  we  see  the  difference 
between  the  confidence  of  the  two  parties  in 
the  merits  of  what  they  propose ;  one  exhibit- 
ing his  warea  fUrlv,  and  calling  eTerjr  thing  bj 
its  tme  name,  and  showing  his  ooimdence  in 
sncceea  by  fair  meana — the  other  concealing 
theiTB  onder  a  fiotitions  appellation,  and  show- 
ing their  bdief  that  it  con  onlj  be  paaaed  by 
being  smuggled  through  ander  the  oiigtdBe  of 
■  tuK  character. 

[Ur.  B.  then  continaed  theoompariBonof  the 
two  plana,  and  closed  thns :] 

It  was  a  noble  answer  which  the  old  French 
merchants  gave  to  the  great  minister,  Colbert, 
what  be  propoeed  to  ameliorate  their  trade  by 
some  Govemmest  r^ulation.  Colbert  was  no 
prcgector,  bnt  the  wUe  and  virtnooa  minister 
of  a  great  King.  The  old  merchants  knew  tbe 
reep^  which  waa  due  to  his  well-meant  offer ; 
bnt  they  knew  also  that  aU  anocess  in  their  bnsi- 
nees  depended  npoo  themselves ;  and  gave  that 
memorable  answer  which  hiatorr  preserree  for 
the  instmctlon  of  generationa,  Zausea  hom 
fi'ire  /—(Let  ns  alone)~wa8  their  wise  repl;  1 
This  was  their  reply :  and  wonld  to  God  that 
our  Government  conld  learn  it,  and  practise 
npon  it,  and  confine  itself  to  Its  own  business 
and  its  own  duties.  The  care  of  oor  foreign 
relations,  and  the  oonoems  of  tbe  Union— peace 
at  borne  and  abroad,  foreign  and  domestic  trade, 
and  light  taxation,  comprise  the  snm  of  Fed- 
eral duties.  This  Federal  QoTemment  waa  not 
created  to  act  npon  individnals— not  created  to 
manage  private  concerns — not  created  to  gnide 
the  hand  of  private  indnstry ;  and  Inst  so  long 
as  it  has  been  engaged  in  that  business,  every 
thing  baa  been  going  from  bad  to  worse.  Let 
it  cease  thia  vain  intermeddling  with  what  does 
not  belong  to  it:  let  it  give  na  honorable  peace 
with  foreign  nations — snbdne  the  revolt  ol  the 
moneyed  corporations — reduce  the  insurgent 
banks  to  snbordination  to  law  and  to  govern- 
ment— give  us  U&i  trade — ^hard  money — econo- 
my in  the  Admiidstration — domestic  eecarity 


of  person  and  lerriUnr :  let  tt  do  Udi,  ud  out 
people  win  do  the  rest,  and  will  be  ths  ridut 
and  h^piest  of  tbe  world. 

□OUBK  or  BEPBXSXHTATTVn. 
Satdxdat,  January  15. 

Kr.  BjuiTAitD  said :  I  deeire  to  sUte  to 
the  Honse  very  distinctly,  that  I  eonndcr  tlie 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  mja^  ii  i 
member  of  Qkat  oommittee,  as  having  btaifr 
stmoted  leveral  days  ago,  (dnee  Y«A»j  lit 
Mr.  B,  was  nnderstood  to  say,)  under  Im  yt- 
emptory  <»der  of  this  House,  to  bring  in  iM 
repealing  the  bankmpt  law  imtlanUr.  I  lun 
bud  myadf  readr  to  make  that  r^Kirt  it  iq 
instant  that  the  Honse  has  been  In  seasoania 
that  time.  Uy  opinion  certaioly  ia,  tlut  ih 
inatractiona  just  passed  by  the  Bouse  add  nodh 
ing  to  the  force  of  the  previous  ingtrndioDi.  I 
hold  myself  ready  to  report  that  bill  at  sot  i» 
ment  when  the  Honse  will  hear  it,  andlvi 
now  report  it  if  the  Honse  will  hear  it 

l£r.  EowASD,  of  Uichigao,  rose  and  olyedd, 
inaisting  that  the  call  of  the  Statea  for  pethku 
shoold  be  proceeded  with. 

Ur,  BAnxsms  here  roae  and  sud/tiist  bew 
derstood  the  gentleman  ftom  KewToric  to^ 
that  he  f^t  hunself  bonnd  by  the  fonwr  dcO' 
sion  of  the  Honse  to  make  a  report ;  thit  bi 
proposed  to  do  so  forthwith,  ana  that  be  vn 
naked  leave 

rCTies"Notat  all;  not  at  all;  kedwM 
aak  leave."] 

Ur.  BaniDifiB  prooeeded  to  a^  since  Hot 
time  I  have  been  directed  to  make  a  r^Mii 
obedienoe  to  the  order  passed  this  day,  ui  1 
now  send  the  report  to  the  table  In  obeditDV 
to  that  order. 

Ur.  a  here  sent  a  report  to  the  Clerk's  tiUc 
by  the  hands  of  a  messenger  boy. 

[Very  great  diaorder  and  otmfbaon,  lutaf 
for  some  time,  and  rendering  any  attamft  U 
hear  what  waa  said  almost  impoasiW] 

The  first  thinjg  the  B^orter  heard  after  t^ 
waa  a  deolaratjim  by  the  Spkakzb  that  tte« 
was  only  one  w^  of  bringiDg  thia  ctmAincie  u 
an  end.  The  Chair  wonld  take  tbe  m^xhui- 
bilityofdoingit;  and  that  was  by  oalliiig  nptf 
the  Oh^rman  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jiuia- 
nry  to  make  a  report. 

Ur.  Babkabd  s«d  he  had  never  yielora  l" 
floor,  and  that  he  waa  ready  to  mrte  a  lepw* 
when  in  order.  ^ 

The  Bpuzn  a^  this  waa  a  new  ess^  «« 
not  without  diffloulh'.  Let  the  Oait  «*« 
either  way,  an  appeal  would  be  taken  fr«o  •« 
decision,  and  the  House  wonld  seltle  the  atOa 
an  it  pleased,  in  de<f>it«  of  any  extating  nlM  <M 
the  Honte.  If  the  Chair  decided  that  iMr^ 
port  shonid  not  be  made,  an  appeal  roaW  » 
taken  from  the  decinon,  and  a  innori?  «°^ 
overraleit.  So  It  wonW  be  if  ti»  ^wkf  «■ 
cided  the  other  way.  It  was  not  v^  f***? 
therefore,  wluoh  way  the  Chair  dedoed.  JW 
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Bider  all  tb«  oirctmiBtanoM  of  the  case,  iou- 
nmcb  as  the  Honee  had  now  again  peremptorilj 
orderad  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  in  oom- 
pliauce  with  the  fonner  order,  (nniler  which 
the  Chftir  then  Uionght  the  report  could  not  be 
received,  and  which  opinion  the  House  Bnatiun- 
ed,)  tmd  inasmncb  aa  the  matUr  now  asBamed 
another  form,  and  the  langioage  of  the  order 
was  that  the  report  should  be  made  inttantcr, 
the  VhaiT  thought  it  his  dnty  to  call  on  the 
committee  to  make  a  report 

Ur.  CcsBHTo.    I  appeal  from  tbe  deoiaion. 

The  Spkaxeb.    I  expected  it. 

[Much  GonftiMon  in  the  Ball,  and  ories  to 
"  order."] 

Hr.  FiLLifOBK.  I  have  once  witnessed  a 
acene  In  this  Hoae  of  evea  more  Tiolenco  than 
that  which  has  taken  place  this  daj.  I  recol- 
I«t  when  an  effort  was  made 

[The  voice  of  Mr.  Fujjiob*  was  here  lost 
amid  the  tomnltons  cries  of  "  order."] 

Mr.  FiujioBK.    I  recollect  when 

Mr.  WiEB.    I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Hr.  Spuoo.    I  call  ymt  to  order,  sir. 

Mr.  WiBS  read  the  112th  rule,  which  is  as 
fbllowa: 


Hr.  FiLucona.  I  am  speaking  on  an  nppeal; 
not  on  a  point  of  priurit)'. 

The  Spkaekb.  The  qaettion  b  npon  the  ap- 
peal ;  and  debate  upon  that  appeal  ia  in  order 
nnlesB  the  previoos  question  is  moved. 

Mr.  FiLLifosx  proceeded.  I  eay  I  have  wit- 
nessed once  a  scene  of  violence  here  when  per- 
liaps  the  House  was  as  much  excited  as  it  is 
now.  I  refer  to  the  odious  New  Jersej  case, 
when  an  effort  was  made  on  the  port  of  the 
majority 

Hr.  Chapmatt  rose  and  called  Mr.  Filluobk 
to  order. 

The  SpiAKBB  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
"Sew  York  most  confine  himself  striatly  to  the 
sobject-matter  of  the  appeal. 

Ur.  FiujioBB.  Have  I  not  a  right  to  show  that 
there  is  a  precedent  bearing  on  this  verj  case  I 

The  Srsixxa.    Certainly. 

Hr.  FiujroBK  said  he  wonld  then  nse  milder 
langoaige  io  relation  to  that  precedent,  if  it  was 
desired,  although  tlie  country  hod  long  since 
pronounced  its  judgment  npon  it. 

He  desired  to  say  in  reference  to  that  case, 
that  it  woQid  be  recollected  by  those  who  were 
members  of  this  flense,  that  a  m^ority  ordered 
a  cominitI«e  to  report  forthwith ;  that  the  com- 
mittee, in  obedience  to  that  order,  presented  a 
report  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  asked  leave 
to  present  it  at  the  table.  Objection  was  made ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  strong  party  violence 
then  pervading  this  hall,  there  was  yet  found 
independence  and  int^ity  enoogh  here  to 
smtain  the  rales  of  the  House,  and  to  prevent 
that  report  being  made. 

[Gr«at  sensation  in  the  House.] 

Mr.  F.  proceeded.  Tho  report  waa  retain- 
Vou  XIY.— 26 


'  ed  in  the  posseaeion  of  the  committee  three, 
fonr,  or  five  days,  before  the  committee  was 
I  called  in  its  order  to  make  a  report ;  and,  till 
they  were  so  called,  it  could  not  be  made.  The 
last  report  which  was  mode  in  that  case,  just 
before  the  adjonrnmeat,  was  also  attempted  to 
be  made  at  various  times.  It  was  sugg^ed  at 
that  time  that  it  was  a  privileged  questioo,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  seats  of  members,  although 
no  effort  was  made  to  break  down  the  roles ; 
and  although  the  Speaker  decided  that  it  was 
not,  yet  an  appeal  was  taken,  the  decision  over- 
ruled, and  the  report  made,  but  mode  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  privileged  quesUon,  and 
not  npon  the  ground  that  it  was  within  the 
rales  of  the  House  to  moke  it  out  of  order. 

Was  it  necessary,  he  would  ask,  in  a  case  like 
this  that  this  extraordinary  proceeding  should 
be  had,  and  that  the  rules  of  the  Hoose  should 
be  broken  down  to  reach  the  object  t  He  knew 
that  the  Bankrupt  bill  was  doomed  In  this 
House.  He  regretted  that  it  was  necessary 
that  resort  ehoold  be  had  to  the  Opposition 
here,  by  those  who  made  this  movement,  to  ac- 
complish it  in  SQch  great  haste.  He  regretted 
that  the  House  should  suffer  its  rules  thus  to  be 
broken  down  aud  trampled  npon  when  the  ob- 
ject was  within  the  roles ;  aud  he  called  upon 
the  memberv  on  all  sides  of  this  Honse  to 
come  forward  now  aud  soBttun  its  roles  and  ita 
character.  If  this  decision  of  the  Chair  waa 
to  be  sustuned,  all  that  was  wanting  when 
there  waa  a  wish  to  break  down  the  rules, 
would  be  to  introduce  a  resolntion,  to  pass  it 
by  a  m^ority,  to  make  it  imperative  to  act 
forthwith ;  and  thus  the  whole  order  of  busi- 
ness would  be  changed.  Waa  the  Bouse  pre- 
pared  for  this  t  We  had  passed  through  more 
violent  scenes  without  doing  it,  and  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  panse  before  doing  it  now. 

Mr.  Wellsb  demanded  tho  previous  question 
on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BoBDON  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
•flioun.. 

Hr.  pKoimT  asked  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which, 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  67, 
nay  a  107. 

Bo  the  Boose  refused  to  oiljonni. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for 
the  previoos  question, 

The  Si-KAEER  asked  the  indnlgenoe  of  tbo 
House  while  be  gave  the  reasons  for  his  de- 
cision. 

The  Spkaekk  said  he  was  aware  IJiat  this 
waa  a  new  question,  notwithstanding  the  au- 
thority which  had  been  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  New  York.  Indeed,  it  wonld  be 
seen  in  a  moment  that  that  authority  did  not 
meet  the  case.  The  qneation  was  not  free  from 
difficulty ;  but  the  gentleman  fVom  New  York 
most  see  that  the  two  propositions  were  not 
analogous.  In  the  present  case  a  petition  was 
presented,  and  an  order— an  undisputed  order 
— had  been  passed,  by  which  amajority  of  the 
Honse  had  ^ven  directions  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndioiaij  to  report;  and  that  report 
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was  tendered  bj  the  ohdrman  of  that  oom- 
niitt«e. 

Sies  of  "  Oh  DO ;  not  at  all ;  Dot  at  alL"] 
e  Spiakbh  coutinned.     By  one  of  the 
membera  of  the  oommittea  then ;  it  was  nnini- 
portant  which.     Snoh  was  the  condition  of 
tbiscase. 

In  the  New  Jersey  case  there  was  no  tender ; 
no  annnnciatioa  on  the  day  of  the  order  that 
the  committee  was  ready  to  report.  No  oaU 
npon  the  committee  waa  made :  bnt,  immedi- 
ately Dpon  the  order  bein|c  paseed,  a  motion  to 
adjonm  was  carried.  In  the  present  case,  the 
Ohair  woald  have  bad  infinitely  more  diffi- 
onlty  if  a  day,  or  an  adjoomraent,  had  inter- 
vened. Bat  now,  aa  the  case  stood,  the  House 
in  eession,  no  bnsiness  having  intervened,  with 
an  imperative  demand  npon  the  Hoiiae  to  carry 
out  an  undtspnted  order,  the  Chair  conld  not 
decideotherwiaethanasithaddono.  Tbereenlt 
of  snch  a  deoision  would  be,  to  render  nofiiatory 
tJie  order  whleb  the  Hotue  itaelf  had  given— to 
deprive  it  of  the  power  to  oarry  ont  ita  own 
instrnctioDS. 

Mr.  0.  H.  WiLLUKB  moved  that  the  appeal 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakeb  stated  the  qaestion  to  bo  on 
l^ing  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Ur.  FiLuioBK  asked  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  WiHTHBOP  waa  understood  to  inqniro  if 
it  would  be  competent  to  ruae  a  new  appeal, 
should  this  be  lud  on  the  taUe  t 

The  Bpsaxxb  replied  no. 

The  question  on  laying  the  appeal  on  the 
table  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  afflrm- 

The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 


B  muTonn  syBtem  of  bankruptcy  throu^out  the 
UniUd  Statu,"  approved  the  ISth  dty  of  AoguM, 
1841,  be,  and  the  tune  is  bereby,  repeded. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WiNTHBop  roee  and  ottjeoted  to  any 
question  being  taken  upon  it,  and  insisted  on 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HopKiKB  insisted  that  the  qaestion  was 
(otyection  having  been  made).  Shall  this  bill  be 
rejected  t  And  on  that  qaestion  he  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

The  SpBAKUt  said  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
enthasiasm  in  this  matter  for  the  House,  but 
none  for  the  Chair;  so  rapidly  did  questions 
of  a  deUcat«  charaeter  arise  one  on  the  other. 

The  SFK1.ZXB  here  read  the  order,  or  instruo- 
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spirit.  TW  order  oommanded  the  committee 
to  report,  but  there  it  stopped.  The  report  had 
4>een  made,  and  the  gentleman  from  Uaaaaobn- 


pTnCoM. 

'  setts  now  raised  the  qoeation  of  oida  vhitber 
any  thing  ftirther  could  be  done  with  Um  bffl 
at  preaent,  the  order  having  been  disduigad. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Homxi) 
had  submitted  that  the  next  questjon  vu, 
"  ShaU  the  bill  he  r^ected  t "  The  Chiir  M 
no  doubt  about  that  If  the  pmnt  of  order  W 
not  intervened,  or  if  the  bill  waa  now  r^ilirij 
up  for  action,  that  would  certainly  be  tlw  hh 
qaestion ;  but  the  question  which  now  uw 
upon  the  point  of  oi^er  of  the  p^tlemu  frca 
MBssachnsettawas  this:  "Wosit  in  order, mc- 
sistently  with  the  authority  by  which  ttiiilill 
was  brought  before  the  House,  to  press  it  Ait' 
ther  than  the  reading  at  this  time] "  In  tbe 
Judgment  of  the  Speaker  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Wise  appealed  from  this  decirion. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Clabk  inquired  if  the  ^peal  yu 
debatable! 

The  Sfbakkb  answered  affirmatively. 

Mr.  WisK  expressed  his  aentimeiib  en  lb) 
point  of  order,  and  moved  the  previooa  qves- 
tion  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  EvERBTT,  remarking  that  the  geDtlesiu 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wibb)  bad  made  an  srn- 
ment  onuie  point  of  order,  and  then  moved  ut 
previoos  question,  was  understood  to  ask  lit. 
w.  to  withdraw  the  demand. 

The  demand  waa  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  EvEBBiT  moved  to  lay  tba  appeal  dd  tbt 
table. 

Mr.  Wellbb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Andrbwb,  of  Kentucky,  moved  tbit  iIk 
House  do  now  adjonm. 

Mr.  Pboffit  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Undebwood,  (addrearing  the  Speaker:) 
If  we  adjourn  now,  will  this  appeal  and  bill  bt 
the  first  question  on  Monday  morning  I 

The  Spbaeeb  (^er  a  moment's  refledknl 
sdd :  The  Ohair  thinks  that  the  ^lpeal  TOild 
be  the  first  thing  in  order  on  Monday  monuDg 
coming  op  as  nnflnlohed  bumness. 

Mr.  Ckderwood.  Then,  if  tliat  is  tb«  cM^ 
we  will  a^oum. 

The  question  on  the  moUon  to  a4}ooni  wK 
then  tAen,  and  decided  in  the  affirnutin- 
yeas  I(US,  nays  102. 

So,  at  hdf-paat  5  o'clock,  the  Eoosa  » 


WxDSBBDAT,  Jannarr  IS. 
Death  of  tU  Bon.  DatU  Dimmci,  Jr. 
Mr.  BuoBASATf  said  he  rose  for  a  purpose  fc 
different  from  that  of  participating  in  this  »■ 
bate.  The  Hooso  of  Representatives  hsd  offl- 
cially  announced  to  the  Senate  the  dealboftb* 
Hon.  Davts  Dimxocx,  Jr.,  a  member  ef  tW 
body  from  the  State  of  Penn^lvania;  »*. 
althongh  it  might  not  have  been  the  i««W 
he  owed  it  toMs  own  fMIiDg^  ai  weU  » to  «• 
respect  which  waa  ao  justly  doe  to  the  ^"^ 
t«r  of  tbe  deceased,  to  ask  that  the  S«»b 
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donld  adjcmni,  u  a  teatlmonlal  uf  respect  for 
lus  memory. 

The  dee^ksed,  obserred  If r.  BccaiitAS,  acted 
ireU  his  part  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He 
ins  an  indulgent  husband,  a  kind  father,  and  a 
■incere  friend.  He  was  a  tnon,  tbo  qaiet  infln- 
encc  of  whose  example  tended  to  make  tbe  so- 
ciety by  which  he  was  Burrounded,  both  wiser 
and  better. 

His  judgment  was  excellent ;  and,  under  its 
dictate,  his  course  through  life  was  steady, 
honest,  aod  consistent.  He  lived  respected  and 
beloved  wherever  he  waa  known;  and,  eo  far 
»3  I  have  ever  heard,  he  had  Dot  a  personal 
eaemy.  Ho  came  to  the  eictra  session  in  the 
mjoyment  of  bis  accastomcd  health,  and  with 
(he  full  conlldence  of  his  constitaenta,  and  here 
contracted  the  disease  which  has  proved  mor- 
tal. There  is  often  but  a  step  between  the 
highest  earthly  honors  to  whiiii  ambition  as- 
pires, and  the  grave.  He  died  at  his  reeidenoe, 
lo If ontroso,  Pennsylvania;  and  I  oonsider  it 
fortanate  that  he  died  at  home,  snrroimded  by 
the  endearments  of  the  domestic  cirde,  and  was 
not  called  away  to  meet  his  Ood  from  the  bas- 
tliog  and  busy  stmgglea  of  political  life,  in 
which  we  are  all  here  involvea.  I  now  move 
that  the  Senate  ac^onm. 

This  motion  being  unanimously  adopted, 

The  Senate  a^jonmed. 


HOUSE  OP  HKPRKBENTATIVE8. 

'WxDBKSiiAT,  January  19. 
Death  <^  the  Son.  Davu  Dimmoek,  Jr. 

Ht.  BiDLAOK  rose  and  said  : 

Hr.  Spsjlkeb  :  It  has  become  my  painfnl  duty 
to  annoimce  to  this  Honse  the  mournful  intelli- 
gcQce,  Just  received,  of  the  death  of  one  of  my 
colleagnea  and  friends. 

The  Hon.  Daves  Dimudok,  Jr.,  lateamember 
of  this  House,  departed  this  lifb  on  the  ISth  of 
the  present  month,  at  his  residence  in  Uon- 
trose,  in  tbe  county  of  SusqnebaniiB. 

Mr.  BiwoOE  appeared  for  the  first  time,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  at 
the  last  extra  session  of  Congress.  From  the 
retiring  and  nnaasuming  nature  of  his  habits, 
and  the  short  space  of  time  allotted  him  to 
mingle  in  these  onsy  scenea,  it  is  quite  proba- 
ble his  acquaintance  with  the  members  was  not 
Tery  ertennve.  Bnt  what  is  of  more  oonse- 
qaence,  and  what  is  more  to  his  honor  and  his 
credit,  it  may  he  said  with  strict  verity,  "  those 
who  knew  him  best  loved  him  most."  His 
milil  deportment  and  sterling  worth  endeared 
him  to  those  who  mot  hiin,  as  it  bad  not  failed 
to  render  bim  popnlor  with  those  who  sent  him 
here.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was  open, 
frank,  and  manly  in  the  dechiration  of  his  sen- 
timents, and  in  his  adherence  to  them,  he  was 
blond  and  forbearing  in  his  conduct  towards 
those  who  differed  with  bim. 

Ur.  Bpeaker,  with  such  a  man  I  am  proud  to 
have  had  an  acquaintance,  and  to  be  aue  to  call 
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him  my  Mend.  That  aoqnuntanoe  enables  me 
to  say,  the  amiable  and  unobtrusive  charaoter 
of  his  disposition,  and  the  urbanity  of  bis  man- 
ners, were  not  more  remarkable  than  the  sound 
anddiscriminatingnatureof  hisenergeticmind. 

This  ocqnaintance  enables  me  also  to  odd, 
that  in  all  the  different  relations  of  life,  be  was 
governed  by  a  noble  sense  of  honor  and  moral 
obligation.  Whether  he  was  likewise  influ- 
oncM  by  still  higher  considerations,  conneoied 
with  an  adherence  to  the  Christian  religion,  I 
am  unable  to  say.  I  do  not  know  that  he  pro- 
fessed any  mode  of  faith ;  bnt,  if  he  did,  it  must 
have  been  a  correct  one;  for  "his  can't  be 
wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right." 

It  U  a  moat  beantifnl  illustraUon  of  bis  char- 
acter, that  upon  inquiry  among  those  who  aa- 
fiooiated  with  him  most  while  here,  it  will  be 
found  the  impression  is  very  general,  that  bo 
was  not  only  an  honorable  and  mora),  but  a 
pioQS  man,  altbon^  no  declaration  to  that 
effect  can  be  reooQeoted  to  have  esc^>ed  hia 
lips.  His  "actions  spoke  londer  than  words." 
But,  sir,  I  must  not  forget  that  I  came  to  "  btirjf, 
not  to  praue  him."  Permit  tne,  however,  to 
indulge  in  one  farther  refiection.  The  deceased 
was,  comparatively  speaking,  a  young  man. 
He  took  his  seat  among  us  ai  the  extra  sesdon 
in  all  the  buoyancy  of  hope,  with  the  confi- 
dence of  yooth  and  a  vigorons  constitation. 
Bnt  disease  soon  fastened  upon  him,  and  with- 
drew him  from  his  attendance  here.  He,  how- 
ever, recovered  suffloientiy  to  1m  enabled  to 
return  to  the  bosom  of  his  &mil.v  and  his  friends, 
where,  after  mnoh  suffering,  he  has  at  last  re- 
turned to  the  *'  bosom  of  his  mother  earth." 
He  is  now  no  morel  His  place  here,  as  well 
as  his  own  fireside,  is  vacant  I  Hia  childreo 
are  fatherless  I  Biswifeisdisconsolatel  Noth- 
ing that  we  can  say — nothing  that  we  can  do, 
wul  calm  the  troubled  waters  that  overflow  her 
spirits  or  soothe  the  anguish  of  her  bosom. 

NeverthelesEk  sir,  we  have  a  duty  to  perform 
— a  duty,  the  observance  of  which  1  hojw  never 
to  see  neglected.  For,  however  fleeting  and 
transitory  may  he  the  honora  p^d  to  tbe  mem- 
ory of  the  dead,  and  however  worlhleas  and 
nnavailuig  to  the  spirits  of  the  departed,  tliey 
have  a  deep  and  abiding  influence  npon  the 
conduct  of  tbe  living.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon 
thb  topic.  There  may  be  those  among  us  who 
are  heedless  of  pnblic  opinion  while  we  live ; 
but  there  are  none  who  would  like  to  be  for- 
gotten, or  remembered  with  disrespect,  when 
we  are  dead. 

This  feeling  should  be  cultivated.  It  is  thia 
landable  desire  to  be  remembered  with  tokens 
of  regard  and  esteem,  that  actnates  to  deeds 
of  patriotism  and  usefolness.  Those  in  publia 
life  should  endeavor  to  deserve  publia  demon- 
strations of  regret,  while  the  mosthumble  in^- 
vidoai  may  be  cheered  and  encouraged  to  deeds 
of  noble  daring,  or  private  virtues,  by  the  hops 
that  it  may  induce  some  fond  heart  to 
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Reteivtd,  That  thte  Hoiue  bu  lexmed  irith  feelings 
of  deep  sensibility  the  intelligenee  of  the  decease  of 
the  Hon.  DiTis  DimocE,  jr.,  late  a  member  of  this 
CongrcM,  and  as  an  eridence  of  the  aympathj  whidi 
the  members  entertain,  and  herebj  tender  to  hia 
sarrlTing  reUtiTes  and  personal  frienda,  thejr  will 
wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Bt*etttd,  Jklao,  as  a  ftirther  mark  of  reelect  for  tba 
menuH?  of  the  deceased,  this  House  do  dow  a^ouin. 

The  TesoIatioDB  were  niuuiiiaoasl;  sdopted ; 
id 

The  House  a^onrned. 


and 


m  SENATE. 

Fbisat,  January  21. 
TVwuury  IfoU  BUI. 
The  Senate  then  prtMeeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tie  Treasnry  Note  bilL    The  qaestion 
being,  "Shall  the  bilt  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  t " 

Ur.  BiBTOK  ruse,  and  offered  the  folloTing 
additional  eeotions  to  the  bill,  Tiz : 

And  bt  U  further  tnacUd,  That  from  and  after  the 
last  daf  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fortj-CwD,  there  shall  be  laid  and  collected 
throughout  the  United  States,  Its  Territories,  and  the 
DIstiict  of  ColumUa,  a  tax  oa  bank  notes,  and  all 
ether  paper  put  in  circulation  as  money,  by  corpora- 
tions, indiridaals,  or  companies,  as  follows : 

On  each  note  or  piece  of  paper  bo  put  Into  drcnla- 
tloo,  promising  or  oidering  the  payment  of  money, 
or  otber  thing,  or  creating  a  UabUIty  on  the  part 
of  the  iwuer  for  such  payment,  tbe  sum  of 
toi  cents  for  tbe  year  eighteen  hui^red  and  Ibtty- 
two;    to    be    increased    ten    cents    per    annum, 

until    the   whole    tax    amounts    to cents 

on  eadi  note  or  piece  of  paper  so  put  Into  dr- 
culation. 

And  be  U  further  tTKKttd,  That  every  description 
of  paper  put  into  circulation  by  corporations,  compa- 
nies, or  individuals,  for  the  payment  of  money,  or 
other  thing,  which  shall  be  traiisferable  by  delivery 
and  without  the  endorsement  of  each  passer  hereof, 
and  wltliout  being  subject  to  tbe  laws  which  apply  to 
itdand  hills  of  eidumge,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to 
be  droniadng  paper  within  the  meaning  of  this  act, 
and  shall  be  select  to  ttw  lu  hereby  impcoed. 

And  b»  itfitrthar  auuttd,  Thtl  trtrj  corporaUon, 
eompany,  or  indi^daal,  wlio  shall  Inae  notea  or 
papers  of  tbe  finegtong  descriptions,  shall  be  subject 
to  tbe  tax  afbieaaiS,  and  witliin  thii^  d^  after  tbe 
last  day  of  September,  tn  each  and  every  year,  shall 
make  out  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  tbe  marshal  of  the  district  in  which  the  said 
issue  is  made,  a  statement,  verified  by  affidavit,  show- 
ing the  average  quarterly  number  of  notes  or  paper 
in  drculation  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year, 
and  tbe  eatimated  average  number  of  such  notes  or  pa- 
per for  tiie  remdnlng  quarter ;  tlie  average  of  which 
fear  quarters  shall  lie  held  and  taken  to  be  the  annual 
ntunberof  tbe  DOtea  or  other  ciMolating  paper  In  di^ 
cnlation ;  the  a^  statement  to  be  made  out  accord- 
ing to  a  form  to  be  obtained  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Tnainry,  thiwgji  tbe  tnuihal  of  the  diatxiet ; 
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on  failure  to  malte  irtiich  lelom,  tba  lud  ntpac 
Uon,  or  individual,  shall  be  liable  to  a  doidiie  lu, 
and  to  a  Sue  of  fiiVy  thousand  doUoie. 

And  bt  il  furtber  enaeltd,  Ibat  immediitdT  <n 
receiving  said  returns,  tbe  Secretary  of  the  tiaaij 
shall  cause  the  lax  accruing  thereon  to  be  collMicd 
by  the  marshal,  and  duly  accounted  for  and  paid  otct 

And  U  it  further  enaeied.  That  five  pa  mttim 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  marslial,  for  lus  compem- 
tion  in  coUeding  and  paying  over  ^d  maDeja 

^wJ  id  tl_/BrUfr  Mocbd,  That  additicoal  •odicp' 
aisle  eecnrity  thalt  be  reqnired  from  eadi  nai^  l<r 
the  faithM  disebarge  of  his  duties  nnder  lUa  icL 

And  b$  if  ftatlur  tnaettd.  That  all  donlllt  tuN 
inmrred  under  Ibis  act,  for  a  deikolt  hi  net  utimf 
the  returns  of  the  drcniatitm,  shall  Iw  coa^olcd  I17 
the  morHhal  of  the  district  and  tiie  Becrctsiy  «f  ^ 
Treasury,  according  to  the  reputed  cafutal  eniplolri 
or  drculation  issued,  by  the  delinquent  party ;  ud 
all  fines  under  tills  act  diall  be  recOTetaUe  by  tain 
of  debt,  and  shall  be  divided  between  tbe  tnTomen 
and  tbe  law  officers  of  tbe  United  States  pmen- 
ting  the  same. 

Ur,  BinToir  supported  bis  amendment  in  1 
brief  speecb.  He  oi^ed  a  rotnm  to  the  good 
old  pracCioe-^ood  with  GoTenunents  ta  TeH 
OS  individnals — to  provide  for  the  payment  o(i 
debt  whenever  it  waa  crested ;  and  eoaMemi 
this  a  very  appropriate  manner  for  providing 
fbr  tills  present  new  debt,  as  it  was  taiuiB  puct 
to  pay  for  paper.  The  amendment  proposed  I« 
tax  all  paper  put  into  circolaljon,  be  it  Isrn  <» 
small,  and  combs  from  what  source  it  migtit- 
a  bank  or  a  shoe-blaclc  The  tax  was  proposed 
to  be^n  at  ten  centa  on  each  notes  "*  P''"*  '^ 
paper,  so  pat  oat,  and  to  be. increased  ten  ceau 
annually  till  the  whole  tax  amotfnted  tO' 
cents,  Hedidnotfixtfaemaximum.  HbobK- 
was  to  tax  all  alike,  and  take  a  sum  which  t^ 
large  notes  coold  pay  eoiuly,  and  the  smsll  oca 
would  sink  under.  Hisobject  was  twofold:  firsi, 
to  make  tbe  monej  corporations  pay  alittletu 
in  these  taxing  times,  when  nothing  eaespca  tu- 
atioD  but  banks.  The  mode  of  collecting  it  wu 
easy — it  was  merely  for  the  banks,  eompuiit^ 
corporations,  and  individuals  engaged  u  Uk 
issue  of  notes  or  ticket^  to  give  in  the  annoil 
average  number  of  their  notes  or  tickela,  lite  I 
farmer  gives  in  the  number  of  bis  cattle  or 
horses,  or  acres  of  land — the  list  to  be  riven  in 
to  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  didrict. 
The  tax  to  beaia  at  ten  centa  on  each  note  ar 
ticket,  and  to  be  increased  ten  cents  annnallr, 

until  it  amounted  to centa  on  each.    Tie 

second  object  was  to  operate  the  snppresfioB, 
gradnally,  of  small  hank-notes  and  Gbinplasler^ 
A  oniform  tax  of  a  given  amount  woula  accom- 
plish  this.  To  lay  a  uniform  tax  of  a  ccftiin 
amount  on  all  bank-notes  and  shinplastw*, 
would  ha  like  patting  aponnd  weight  upon  IM 
backs  of  all  animals.  The  large  and  noble  ani- 
mals, such  as  boreea,  eonld  carry  it  without 
feeling  it ;  the  vermin  would  be  killed  nndw 
it  A  fiea  would  never  hop  again  wilh  ilu 
pound  weight  on  ita  back.  So  of  tbe  Uit» 
notes  and  the  small  ones.    The  large  would  ca^ 
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Tj  the  tax  eullj*,  and  ought  to  oarrj  ft ;  the 
■Dull  ones  wonld  eink  nnder  it,  and  ought  to 
sink.  Taken  in  coi^anotioD  with  a  Bankmpt 
let  against  banks,  -which  was  now  becoming 
the  general  doctrine,  &ad  this  tax  would  com- 
plete the  remedies  against  the  evils  of  p^er 
manej-.  They  were  remedies  of  difTereot  kinds, 
but  DDOurrent ;  the  oce  pritaUiM,  the  other 
cHrafiec.  The  Bankrnpt  act  would  cnre  the  evil 
after  it  happened;  the  tax  woold  almost  pre- 
vent it  from  happening ;  and  wonld  save  the 
Roall- dealing  part  of  tne  commnnitj  iVom  all 
loo — that  class  which  now  bears  nearly  all  Uie 
kea.  Hr.  B.  showed  that  bank-notes  were 
tued  in  England,  and  had  been  taxed  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  this  was  a  most  appro- 
priate time  \a  tax  them  ogain. 

Mr.  GLi.T  called  for  the  jeos  and  uajs,  which 
were  ordered. 

"Hi.  OALHomr  aud  that  he  had  not  intended 
(o  saj  a  word  on  this  amendment,  till  the  yeas 
and  nafs  were  ordered ;  bnt,  being  called  on 
to  record  his  vote,  he  wonld,  in  a  few  words, 
■sngn  his  reasons  for  voldng  against  it.  If  the 
moverintended  bis  proposition  aa  the  commence- 
ment of  a  eyitem,  all  he  wonld  eay,  under  that 
aspect  of  the  subject,  was,  that  ha  had  antici- 
pated, bnt  for  a  short  time,  what  wonld  be 
(iwced  on  those  in  power,  if  the  scherao  of 
eitrsTBgant  expenditnres,  which  formed  a  part 
of  their  system  of  measures,  shonld  be  carried 
ont.  He  would  toll  them  that,  aa  they  were 
going  on,  loans  and  Treasnry  notes  wonld  soon 
Ml  them,  and  that'  it  would  be  impoBsible  for 
them  to  extort  fivm  oommerce  the  means  of 
meetins  th«  demands  on  the  Treasory. 

Bat  DO  did  not  understand  that  the  mover, 
ia  proposing  the  amendment,  intended  it  eicln- 
nvely  as  a  measure  of  revenne.  One,  at  least, 
of  his  objects,  as  avowed  by  himself,  is  so  to 
arrange  tno  proposed  tax  on  notes  as  to  sappross 
those  of  a  small  denomination.  According  to 
his  (Mr.  O.'a)  opinion,  this  would  be  a  dan- 
gerous and  unconatitnCionnl  nse  of  the  taxing 
power.  He  held  that  all  the  powers  delegated 
by  the  constitution  were  trust  powers,  and  that, 
lite  all  other  powers  of  like  description,  they 
were  limited  in  their  apphoation  ta  the  nature 
aod  object  of  the  trust.  To  extend  them  be- 
yond, to  other  objecta,  would  be  a  perversion 
of  (he  power — the  most  dangerons  of  all  the 
modes  of  vit^ting  the  constitution,  beoaose  the 
most  inaidions,  and  easily  and  safely  perpe- 
trated. 

Entertaining  this  view,  he  held  that,  as  the 
eietnsivQ  object  of  the  tajdng  power  was  reve- 
nne, to  use  it  for  any  other  purpose — as,  in  this 
case,  to  anpprees  a  certain  description  of  bank- 
notes— was  a  perversion  of  the  power,  and,  of 
course,  not  warranted  by  the  oonatitntion.  It 
was,  in  fact,  to  change  the  taxing  into  a  penal 
power — two  powers,  however  alike  in  form  and 
appearance,  that  were  wholly  different  in  their 
nature  and  intention.  The  object  of  the  penal 
power  la  to  put  down,  destroy,  and  snppreae 
that  agunst  which  it  is  directed ;  itisdu^otly 
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hostile  to  it:  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  taxing 
power,  although  it  may  have  to  some  extent 
the  aame  efitet,  does  not  will  it ;  and,  so  far 
from  seeking  that  suppression  or  distinction  of 
its  object,  that  woold  be  fatal  to  ita  real  design, 
revenne;  jnst,  as  in  this  case,  the  snppresmon 
of  the  small  notes  would  \m  a  loss  of  the  reve- 
nue from  that  sooroe. 

Ur.  Bbntoit,  at  the  urgent  appeal  of  Ur, 
Kino,  withdrew  his  amendLient,  to  permit  the 
Treaanry  Kote  bill  to  proceed ;  and  pledged 
himself  to  be  as  true  as  the  needle  to  tJie  pole 
in  offering  the  amendment  to  the  first  revenne 
bill  that  came  up ;  and  that  would  be  very  soon 
under  this  tai-layiug  Administration. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  carried 
without  a  division,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


TussD&T,  January  26. 
The  Bankrupt  Lena — S^eal. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bsbbien',  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  conidder,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  repeal  the  Bankrupt  law. 

}iT.  Bbbbien  occupied  the  floor  during  tbs 
reramnder  of  the  day,  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  law.  He  remarked  that  his  opinions 
as  to  the  constitutionality,  exjpedienoy,  and  just- 
ness of  the  law  for  the  relief  of  tlie  buikrupta, 
bad  not  changed :  bat  that,  so  far  as  time  ana 
reflection  had  had  any  influence  with  htm,  they 
had  only  tended  to  Impreaa  him  with  the  belief 
that  the  vote  he  gave  at  the  last  extra  session 
was  correct.  He  mainttuned  that  so  for  aa 
tbero  was  any  manifestation  of  the  popular 
will  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  that 
law,  it  was  in  favor  of  it  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  be  in  part  represented,  had  expressed 
opinions  adverse  to  that  law ;  which  had  been 
communicated  to  him.  He  did  not  concur 
with  those  opinions,  and  did  not  feel  justified, 
from  his  sense  of  what  was  due  to  a  snfferfng 
people,  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  repeal  it.  He 
spoke  at  some  length  on  tho  bad  effect  of  a  va> 
oillating  course  of  legislation,  such  aa  would  be 
exhibited  if  this  Oongrees  at  this  session  re- 
versed their  will  as  expressed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  and  argued  that  it  would  afford  to  the 
enemies  of  fi^e  institutions  material  on  whicli 
to  found  arguments  against  the  salntary  and 

Eraotical  operations  of  free  Government.  They 
ad  deliberately  adopted  a  measure  of  great 
public  policy,  at  the  instance  of  a  vast  multi- 
tude of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  he 
tboaght  if  they  changed  their  own  act  of  legia- 
lation  before  it  was  permitted  to  go  into  opera- 
tion, such  course  ought  to  deprive  them  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Ameri(»n  people.  The  law, 
he  argued,  was  oorreet  in  pnndple,  and  in  de- 
tail was  as  free  from  imperfections  aa  any  pUa 
that  conid  be  devised  by  the  wisdom  ma  Inge- 
nuity of  Oongreaa,  befbre  they  had  tbe  lights  of 
e>p^enoe,,aa  would  be  devdoped  by  the  prao- 
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tical  operAtJona  of  the  \%w.  He  did  not  believe 
the  Uw  was  k>  imperfect  u  its  eaemies  bad 
alleged.  It  was  simple  in  ita  details,  and  was 
not  eDODmbered  hy  the  complicated  niacliiiieiy 
<tf  the  bankrupt  laws  which  had  not  heretofore 
uxt,  tlie  approb&tion  of  the  people.  The  law, 
u  it  exists  on  the  statute,  coold  be  Bofelj  per- 
mitted to  go  into  operation,  without  specnlat- 
ing  on  the  amendments  thon^t  neoeaearr  to 
make  it  praotioable,  and  then  Qmj  wonld  have 
the  experience  of  iU  operations  to  guide  them 
in  the  amendments  thej  were  now  apecnlatiog 

He  spoke  at  Bomo  length  to  show  that  the 
law  was  practicable,  and  contended  that  it  was 
beoBQse  of  its  pracUcabilitj  that  it  was  bo  ob- 


operations,  that  it  wonld  defeat  the  maobina- 
tiima  of  those  who  were  anxious  for  its  repeal. 
Itwa9ot^eotionBble,not  beoaose  it  was  a  baiik- 
rnpt  law,  bnt  beeaoBe  ii  was  a  leading  meamre 
of  the  Whig  party,  and  one  of  its  measnres  for 
the  relief  of  the  oonntry,  for  which  the  extra 
BMuon  was  called ;  oil  of  which  measures,  it 
was  now  contended  by  some  of  those  who  op- 
posed them,  the  people  bad  rejected  as  iqjiirioaB 
to  their  interests,  and  ntnst  be  repealed.  He 
did  not,  however,  so  undentand  tiie  language 
of  the  coDQtry.  It  was  but  the  wishes  and 
opinions  of  those  who  felt  that  all  those  meaa- 
nres  mnst  be  undone,  or  the  two  vetoes  of  the 
Wbis  President  will  have  lost  all  their  charms. 
He  then  spoke  at  some  length  oa  the  oonatitn- 
tlonal  power  of  Congress  to  make  a  Bankrapt 
law  to  operate  on  othen)  than  traders,  in  the 
oommiHi  acceptation  of  that  term ;  and  contend- 
ed that,  so  far  as  the  origin  and  history  of  the 
practice  of  the  law  of  England,  from  which  be 
borrowed  it,  had  any  beuing  upon  tiie  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  eonstitution,  or  the 
construction  which  they  intended  should  be 
given  that  iDBtrument,  it  eonolnsively  esteb- 
Behed  the  right  in  Oon^«s3  to  pass  a  law  to 
operate  on  all  persons,  withont  regard  to  Uieir 
OOcnpation  or  pursoits  in  life. 

Thubsdat,  January  27. 

Tht  Bankrupt  Lavi—Repml. 

Ur.  Batabd  addressed  the  Senate  for  np- 
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wards  of  an  Iionr,  investigating  the  whole 
teound  of  argument  upon  which  uie  friends  of 
Oie  Bankrupt  law  advocated  its  oonsti  tntionality 


and  expediency.  He  first  d  welt npoo  the  ei 
atlon  of  the  assnmption  that  there  were  five  nim- 
dred  thoneand  bankrupts  in  the  United  States, 
oalling  for,  and  entitled  to  relief.  He  showed 
firom  tike  retomsof  the  late  CKWoi,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  persons  engaged  in  trade  and  manu- 
&ctDring  basiness  did  not  exceed  nine  hundred 
thoosano,  and  that  it  was  an  utter  impossibil- 
ity that  more  than  one  in  a  hnndred  of  these 
oould  be  bankrupt.  The  probability  was  that 
tite  whde  of  the  persons  iii  the  United  States, 


properly  coming  within  the  proviNooi  ot  tin 
system  of  bankruptey^  oontemplated  by  the  bva- 
ers  of  the  oonstitntion,  in  giviug  th«  poan 
to  the  General  Govemiaent  to  pan  law»<n  the 
snliject — did  Dot  exceed  nine  Qioussiid.  H« 
showed  tliat  this  being  an  agriooltnral  papali- 
Uon,  most  necessarily  have  fewer  snbjectsfw  tk 
operation  of  bailkrupt  laws  than  Li^ud, 
which  is  emphatically  and  essentiall;  a  mdn 
of  shopkeepers  sod  nunufacturers.  Yet,  in  k- 
viewing  the  history  of  bankruptcy  in  En^md, 
from  the  years  1700  to  1808 — a  period  ^  we 
hundred  and  eight  years — it  had  been  finiJ 
that  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  bankraptt  in  Ui^ 
country  daring  more  than  one  hunored  juis 
was  but  eleven  thousand. 

Ur.  Choate,  in  continuation  of  the  debate, 
t^  he  conld  assore  bis  friends  that  ha  toiM 
not  keep  them  long  from  the  vote  upon  ;be 
bill  before  the  Senate,  or  the  Senator  from  Tbr 
souri  from  submitting  what  he  had  toeaja 
coQclnaioa  of  the  discossion.  He  would  take 
about  three  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  Senile 
in  presenting  three  reasons  in  favor  of  the  n- 
trDq>ective  part  of  the  law.  He  sustained  Uif 
retrospective  character  of  the  bill  becBou  be 
represented  a  creditor  State,  as  he  bad  )>een  re- 
minded by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  (tit.  Bb- 
snsr.)  Massachusetts  was  in  favor  of  Iheliv. 
The  L^slotnre  of  Hassaehusetts  hsd  pssaed 
resolntioosiafavorofit.  130,000,000  of  pn^ 
erty  hod  been  represented  here  in  one  petitii/i 
from  Boston  opposed  to  the  repeat  of  Uw  li(. 
This  property  was  employed  at  Herico,  up  uJ 
down  the  father  of  waters,  and  in  aloiGet  eitrf 
place  of  the  country,  and  far  beyond  its  bordtn. 
Other  memorials  of  a  like  chu^tcter  hsd  il» 
been  presented,  and  why  ?  Uassachasetls  ■* 
a  creditor  State,  and  thero  was  due  to  llxi 
SUte  tl6,000,[)00  at  this  time  in  the  iiw^ 
west ;  and  there  were  at  this  and  othw  Kctuw 
of  the  Union  more  than  ten  millions  due  bi: 
over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  indebtedDca 
of  individuals  in  his  State. 

Mr.  C.  also  add  that  he  voted  also  for  Ibi 
retrospective  law,  because  it  was  a  moral  ri^ 
of  Government  to  pass  such  a  law.  If  the  biU 
did,  as  was  said  by  the  Senator  trom  Delawu^ 
sponse  oat  debts,  he  admitted  that  it  ru  I 
weighty  olfjecUon,  and  woold  be  an  efleciirt 
one,  if  the  objection  was  not  borne  down  ^ 
ten  thonsond  superior  claims.  Admirable  W 
beautifnl  OB  he  aumitted  the  law,  and  azuiau  b 
he  was  <;to  use  the  language  of  Edmnnd  inM 
to  see  it  "carried  into  the  brazen  tablets « 
every  system  of  jurisprudence  in  the  f**^ 
yet  he  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  if  ifacM  H" 
all  other  otfjections  were  not  fully  overeooK  hj 
the  virtues  of  the  bill.  The  practice  of  tbe 
whole  worid  did  not  forbid,  nor  did  wuid 
ethics  forbid,  the  enactment  of  auch  •  la*- 
Whot  would  the  creditor  gun,  be  would  *& 
by  leading  the  debtor  ronnd  the  woild,  as  m" 
the  old  Sooteh  law,  with  the  baWliineob  ui 
baakmptay  upon  himi  Nothing.  Bj'*''?* 
one  captive  free,  he  made  two  men  Toere  te- 
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fore  Uiere  wu  but  one,  and  two  blades  of  grass 
to  grow  where  but  one  grew  before. 

II  wua  well  and  beautifhll;  idd  bj  Jndce 
JdIiiiboi],  of  SoQtb  Carolina,  that  a  part  of  pnb- 
lic  datf  was  to  relieve  hnmoDity.  More  than 
this  WM  done  in  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Be- 
side^ vo  bad  the  power  to  do  this,  to  pass  a 
retnapective  law,  and  he  would  saj,  that  there 
never  was  a  Bjstem  in  which  the  retrospective 
power  was  not  given.  More  than  this.  It 
was  our  hand  that  struck  these  men  down,  and 
our  band  might  l>e  as  beneficently,  as  benevo- 
iently,  employed  in  raising  them  up. 

It  was  a  "  Federal  Whig  measure,"  said  the 
Seoitor  from  HIssonri,  (Mr.  Bsntoh.)  He 
thought  it  a  measnre  that  absorbed  and  swal- 
Jowed  Dp  party  distinct  ions.  In  Boston,  st  tlie 
C^itnl,  the  people  had  assembled  night  after 
night  The  people  there  rose  and  fell  like  the 
triUows  of  the  sea,  tlirowiog  ont  their  voice  in 
cloqaent  appeals  that  this  bill  might  remain 
the  law  of  the  land.  It  was,  he  admitted,  a 
relief  and  a  fanmane  meaanre,  and  passed  to  set 
the  debtor  free ;  bnt  let  no  man,  be  he  never  so 
good  a  lawyer,  or  ao  severe  a  moralist,  say  he 
could  not  vote  for  this  low.  He  rejoiced  to 
Bsj  avord  in  behalf  of^  and  for  such  a  measure 
OS  this,  and  had  blessed  God  at  the  opportonity 
to  do  50.  For  himself  and  for  otbers  to  bear, 
npon  the  approaching  let  of  Febmary,  the 
meek  and  silver  voices  of  freemen  swelling  the 
jnbilee  of  the  captive  set  free,  wonld  be  tlie 
consummation  of  an  event  not  only  devontly 
visbed,  bnt  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  BEyroy,  after  eome  prefatory  remarks, 
observed  that,  with  the  closest  attention  he  had 
been  able  to  give  to  Hie  argnments  of  tlioso 
who  opposed  Uie  repeal  of  the  Bankrapt  law, 
he  had  not  discovered  that  one  of  the  eighteen 
objections  be  had  on  a  former  day  urged  against 
the  law,  had  been  answered.  Of  these  ei»iteen 
objections  not  one  had  been  attempted  to  be  oD- 
BTcred,  because  they  were  nnans  werable.  They 
would  remain  so ;  hot  he  wonld  now  confine 
himself  to  only  two  of  those  objections — one, 
that  the  taw  is,  in  its  primary  and  initiatory 
pravisiona,  wholly  and  solely  for  the  relief  of 
the  debtor.  It  is  not  a  bankrupt  law.  It  is  a 
vast  insolvent  law,  the  otjeot  of  which  is,  tlie 
abolition  of  debt,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  debtor,  and  withnnt  regard  to  the  wishes 
ofthe  creditor,  or  the  conseqnences  90  far  as  bis 
tights  are  concerned.  All  its  provisions  and 
enactments  have  for  their  object  and  end,  the 
abolition  of  contracts  of  debt.  AU  tlie  rest  was 
mere  mockery.  Hit  next  objection  was  as  to 
time  and  place.  The  law  gives  the  debtor  hla 
own  choice  of  time  and  place.  He  may  profess 
himself  e.  bankrupt,  when  he  pleases — when  he 
has  something  to  pay,  or  when  he  has  spent 
the  lost  cent  He  may  wait  till  he  has  wasted 
ill  the  snbstanee  of  his  creditors,  or  he  may 
not,  JQst  aa  he  chooses;  for  the  law  in  entirely 
for  his  convenience,  and  not  for  the  protection 
of  his  creditors.  He  msy  go  where  he  pleaaee 
—to  th«  moat  remot«  limts  trf  thia  Union,  to 


become  a  bankrapt — where  his  creditors  will 
not  incur  the  expense  of  following  him  or  oon- 
testing  his  discharge,  and  where  he  may  giv6 
notice,  in  compliance  with  tlie  law,  by  a  letter 
dropped  in  the  post  office,  or  by  a  pablication 
in  an  obscure  newspaper,  that  will  never  reach 
a  creditor.  He  may  do  this,  thongh  the  inter- 
ests of  men,  women,  children,  idiots,  Innatics, 
and  persons  resident  beyond  the  seas,  are  con- 
cerned, The  Senator  from  Georgia  naka,"woold 
yon  charge  the  fature  earnings  of  a  man  who 
bos  given  up  all  his  property,  with  the  pay- 
ment of  bis  old  dobta  I  "  He  (Mr.  B.)  answer- 
ed, yes,  he  would.  He  wonld  never  release 
bim  from  his  obligation  till  the  debt  was  paid. 
What  was  the  capital  of  the  lawyer,  the  profes- 
sional roan,  ttie  mechanic,  the  laborer,  the  mon- 
nfiutnrer,  or  any  one  else,  living  by  the  exer- 
cise of  manual  skill  or  mental  fkonlties,  bnt  tfaelr 
industry  and  powers  of  prodnctiveness  ?  On  the 
faitb  of  these  depended  their  credit ;  and  they 
should  be  always  liable  to  the  discharge  of  their 
obligations.  The  very  first  memorial  sent  to 
Congress  three  years  ago  for  such  a  system  of 
bankruptcy  as  the  law  of  last  sesaion — for  this 
abolition  of  all  debts — thia  general  law  of  relief 
for  all  insolvents — and  wfaioh  system  was  advo- 
cated by  a  gentleman,  then  a  Senator  ttom 
MassachuBetta,  (Mr.  Wbbstbb) — not  now  in 
thia  body — was  signed  by  a  person  (Mr.  Btill- 
wxll)  who  has  received  an  appointment  from 
this  Administration  as  ntarsluu.  of  the  Boathem 
district  of  New  York,  in  view  of  bis  own  ben-  . 
efit ;  and  was  be  (Mr.  B.)  now  to  be  asked.  If 
he  would  leave  the  dz  or  nine  thousand  dollars 
a  year  salary  of  that  beneficiary  of  office,  liable 
to  the  cliums  of  his  creditors,  and  not  let  him 
take  the  benefit  of  this  Bankrupt  law,  that  be 
might  live  with  his  family  in  iQxnry  and  splen- 
dor t  Hewonldanswer,  yes;  he  wonld  leave  the 
salaryof  every  such  official,  open  to  the  claims  of 
hiscreditor8,JnetBshewouldtbeeamineBofany 
contractor  of  debt,  whose  creators  had  trusted 
him  in  faith  of  his  capability  of  repayment. 

At  half-past  three  o'clock,  Mr.  Bmrroir,  wiHi- 
ont  haviog  concluded,  yielded  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

And  tlie  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REFRE&EKTATIVEB. 

SiTDKDAT,  January  29. 
TU  Trauurg  IfoU  Bill. 

When  the  bill  waa  last  before  the  Ilonse, 
Mr.  FiLLHOBB  had  moved  tbat  the  House  con- 
cur in  the  amendments  mode  thereto  by  the 
Senate. 

And  Mr.  SPKtoa  had  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendments  bo  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FiLLMOBB  desired  to  make  a  brief  expla- 
natjon  in  relation  to  the  last  amendment.  It 
was  now  apparent  that  the  House  wonld  not 
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into  this  Honae  nader  the  extreme  preaenre  of 
the  immediate  wutH  of  the  Treasurj ;  And  he 
should  conoeive  hinuelf  culpable  if  bo  were  to 
delaj  the  sctioa  of  tb«  HoaM  for  a  raoment. 
The  first  amendments  pending  were  merely 
verbal,  as  he  bad  said  on  a  fonner  oooouon, 
and  he  hoped  tho  vote  woold  be  talcen. 

Mr.  Btaklt  rose  and  said  he  thought  the 
House  and  oonntir  most  be  satisfied  that  too 
mnch  valuable  time  had  beea  already  cooBDmed 
ia  this  debate.  And  now,  without  tbrtber 
preliminarj  remarlcs,  in  whic^  be  could  indulge 
if  he  chose,  he  would  move  the  previous  question. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  tlie  Specks  said 
that  the  effect  of  the  previons  question,  (if  sus- 
tained,) would  be  to  cut  off  the  motion  to  com- 
mit, and  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on 
the  ameodmeats  of  the  Senate. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  ooncurring 
ia  the  amendments  of  the  Senate)  was  ordered 
to  be  now  pnt. 

And  the  two  Brst  amendments  of  the  Senate 
(which  are  merely  verbal)  were  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  again  recurring  on  oonoor- 
ring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  strikiug 
out  the  proviso  pf  tlie  House,  that  the  amount 
of  Treasury  notes  which  might  be  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  should  be  deemed 
and  taken  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  tho  loan  ' '" 

ice. 

I  token,  and  resulted 


Tub.— MeaatB.  Adams,  Allen,  Lsndaff  W.  An- 
drews, Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ayerigg,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Birdseve,  Blur,  Boardmau,  Briggs,  Brock- 
waj,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BumeU,  Cal- 
bouD,  Thomu  J.  Campbell,  Coruthera,  Chitds,  Chit- 
tenden, John  C.  Clui,  Stoley  N.  Clatfce,  Cowen, 
CranMoD,  Crarens,  Cotbing,  Gairett  Davis,  Deberry, 
John  Edwudfl,  Everett,  Fenenden,  lUlmare,  Gamble, 
Oates,  Gentry,  Glddincs,  Patrick  0.  Qoode,  Gnhwn, 
Ortnger,  Giiecn,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Hadson, 
Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  Willism  W.  Irwin,  Junes,  Wil- 
liam Coat  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jonen,  J.  P.  Kcuiedy, 
Lawrence,  Lion,  Samson  Uason,  Uathiot,  Maltocks, 
Uaiweli,  Uaynard,  Ueriwether,  Moore,  Uorgan,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Hunscy, 
Betjamin  Rsidall,  Bandolpb,  Bayner,  Ridgvay,  Bod- 
ney,  William  Bussell,  James  U.  Russell,  SallonBtall, 
Staepperd,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokel^,  Alexander 
B.  H.  Stuart,  Sommefs,  Talial^iTo,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomllnson,  Trumbull,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Wadiington,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas 
W.  WilUuns,  Lewis  Williama,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Joieph  L.  WiUiams,  Wmthnip,  Wise,  Yorice, 
Ansustua  Young,  and  John  Ytnm^— 100. 

HATS.— Messn.  Attingtoit,  Atberton,  Beeaon,  Bid- 
laiA,  Botia,  Bone,  Boyd,  Biewiter,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Charles  BrowiL  Burke,  a  H.  Butler,  William  Butler, 
Oteen  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Camp- 
bell, Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  ClilTord,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Cross,  Daniel,  R.  S.  Davis,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  East- 
man, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Fcnis,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A  Flojd,  Foroance,  T.  F.  Foster,  Gerry,  Gil- 
"      '  ,  G<»don,  Gnstlne,  Owin,  Harris,  John 
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Robert  HcClellaa,  McKay,  MaUory,  Harduni,  AIM 
Uarshall,  John  Thompson  Maaon,  Malhm,  Hii^ 
UlUar,  Newhard,  Owdey,  Partridge,  PajM,  Ficktu, 
Proffit,  Beding,  Reynolds,  Bbett,  B^,  BooKiril, 
Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  aiislda,  WilDaa  Smilh, 
Snyder,  SpriEg,  Steenrod,  Stratton,  John  T.  Sfemt, 
Sumpter,  RlcWd  W.  rhompson,  Jacob  Tl«oip«n, 
Tumcy,  Underwood,  Van  Baren,  Van  BtnadMr, 
Watterson,  Westbrook,  James  W.  WlUkma,  td 
Wood— 100. 

iA  tj8  vote.] 
'he  Spkakib  (with  great  promptness)  ^aUi 
In  the  afSrmative,  cauang  the  vote  to  au^ 
yeas  101,  nays  100. 
So  the  amendment  was  cononired  in. 


IN  BENATK. 

Uoini&T,  January  81. 
Death  ofSauUor  Dixon. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  jooniJ 
t»4ay,  and  the  aimanciatioD,  by  mssetgt 
fiOta  the  House  of  Sepresentatives,  thit  tba 
body  had  conmrred  in  the  amendmeat  d  tU 
Senate  to  the  Treasury  Note  bill, 

Mr.  Bdcxorb,  of  Rhode  lahmd,  raw,  ud 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Hr.  PsisiDurT :  My  position  impows  oa  m 
the  painfnl  duty  to  acmoaDoe  to  the  Beasts  tin 
deaQi  of  niy  ooUeagne,  the  Hon.  N^mix  F. 
Duos,  of  Khode  Island.  It  took  plan  o 
Saturday  last,  at  noon. 

I  witnessed  the  event.  It  was  aoconipuiicd 
by  every  consoling  (urcumstaace  which  cu  b« 
mingled  with  ench  an  afflicti<»L  It  *■* 
attended  by  moderate,  not  excmoiatiDg  pun; 
by  the  presence,  to  the  last,  of  a  clear  sod  m- 
clouded  mind;  and  by  a  composnre  vki^ 
enabled  my  deceased  friend  to  breathe  oV  tiii 
life  as  upon  a  pillow  of  resL  Having  said  tliii 
my  feehngs  would  direct  me  to  sit  down,  inl 
silently  commune  with  the  emotions  wbi^ 
this  allusion  to  the  event  revives.  Tlio»»ta 
have  recently  witnessed  such  a  soeiie  cuIm 
how  impotent  is  language  to  deacribe  it,  or  IIk 
emotions  which  it  produces. 

When  we  witness  snch  a  aeparatioD  is  dead 
produces,  the  mind  earnestly  seeks  to  citdi  i 
gleam  of  that  hope  which  the  spirit  has  fled  le; 
and  the  eye  turns  again  to  gase  on  the  desolit* 
body  which  it  has  left  behind.  We  s^'^i 
say,  what  a  wonderful  transition  1  Tlis  >^ 
tellect  cannot  comprehend  ita  mysteries.  A™ 
we  come  out  among  ourselves  to  speak  of  oor 
loss,  and  to  feel  the  distinct  and  indtvidiul  ai- 
monition,  that  we  mnst  also  follow. 

The  losa  enstained  by  us  in  the  event  I  In" 
now  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sen»«. " 
that  of  a  benevolent,  an  boueat  man. 

Col.  DixoM  woa  bom  at  Plainfield,  GoiuW»- 
cut,  in  December,  1774.  He  gr*ia»led  «1 
Khode  labmd  CoUege  in  1798-'9.  Hertaw" 
law  in  his  native  State,  and  came  to  Bw™ 
Island,  in  1802,  to  practise  in  the  ooorls  of  U» 
State,  while  be  oooUnned  to  p«ii«  bit  J"^ 
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fenioDsl  Iftbore  in  his  own.  He  wsa  roarried 
•ooQ  after,  and  lettled  permaDentl;  in  Rhode 
Iilond.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  colle^  of 
ttat  State,  near  which  he  had  always  lived, 
and  where  be  bad  many  acqutuntances.  He 
TM  attached  to  our  people  and  onr  inBtiWtions. 
Ours,  therefore,  became  Lis  adopted  State. 
Subsequent  events  show  tbat  his  attacbment 
vaa  reciprocated,  and  that  he  not  only  adopted 
Rhode  iBtand,  hut  was  also  adopted  by  ber 
people  as  a  aon  of  that  State.  In  181S  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  and  was  elected  bj  the  same  coa- 
Etilnency  at  thirty-four  succeesive  elections. 
In  OcCcber,  1888,  he  was  elected  by  Rhode 
Island  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  a  t«rm  of  six  years,  to  commence  t' 
following  March. 

Id  the  cooneils  of  the  State  he  ccoopied 
CommaDdlDg  poeition,  won  for  himself  by  the 
amenity  of  his  deportment,  his  great  intelli- 
gence, and  his  sterling  integrity.  Of  his  career 
in  this  body,  other  Senators  know  more  than  I 
do,  having  bnt  recently  become  his  eoUeagne. 
I  had  known  him  intimately  for  sixteen  years, 
and  liave  been  highly  gratified  to  perceive,  by 
the  positions  assigned  to  him  in  the  Senate, 
tbat  bia  character  was  thus  appreciated  here, 
and  especially  to  find,  in  the  more  intimate 
relations  of  confidential  consultation,  that  he 
was  eminently  honored  by  his  friends.  Others 
may  have  ocoapied  more  elevated  positions, 
bnt  none  more  endearing  ones.  It  was,  how- 
ever, in  another  sphere,  and  npon  a  another 
theatre  of  usefiilness,  that  my  collcagne  was 
most  prominent.  It  was  in  his  own  nclghbor- 
'lood,  among  his  numerons  kindred,  and  in  his 
)wo  family,  that  the  distinctive  characteristics 
if  bis  generous  mind  and  his  pecnliar  social 
[ualities,  have  made  their  deepest  impression ; 
md  it  is  in  the  largo  apace  he  filled  among 
hem,  that  his  departure  will  prodace  the  most 
lainrnl  void.  It  Is  in  the  circles  where  the 
leepest  impressions  have  been  made  by  the  life 
ncl  inflacnce  of  the  deceased,  that  every  con- 
olation  will  be  needed.  To  them  his  long 
ife  of  osefnlness,  the  position  ho  had  attained, 
is  tranquil  death,  and  the  kind  attention  of 
lie  individual  members  of  the  Senate  and  its 
fiicers,  attentions  which  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
fneml  sympatliy  and  respect  of  this  body, 
'ill  be  presented  and  commended  to  their 
ilief. 

There  will  remain  another  dnty  for  mo  to 
crforin  when  T  shall  visit  the  bereaved  family. 
bis  will  be  to  detail  to  them  that  which  has 
anspirod  in  the  confidential  Interconrse  of 
rirate  friendship,  and  in  the  rick  room  of  the 
!cea9cd ;  and  it  is  of  a  character  which  I  tmst 
ill  prove  a  solace  to  them.  It  is  in  soch  a 
ace  that  the  virtnes  are  tested.  There, 
hero  a  man  sees  in  a  shortened  perspective 
ic  end  of  his  Journey,  and  discloses  his  refieo- 
ons  to  his  friends-— where  he  finds  the  re- 
>nrces  of  intellect  and  philosophy  give  way,  and 
s  affections  grasp  the  oonsolations  and  hopes 


of  onr  holy  relipon,  which  grawoosly  invites 
ns  all  to  its  beneficent  provisions. 
Ur.  WooDBSiDos  rose  next,  and  spoke  as  fol- 

16-.  PsBsniKirT :  It  eeema  to  have  been  the 

oastom  from  the  fonndation  of  this  Goveni- 

:nt,  when  a  member  of  this  body  has  been 


tribute  of  respect  to  bis  memory.  This  c 
torn  is  a  gvoil  one,  for  it  is  founded  in  the 
best  feelings  of  onr  natnro.  It  is  a  good  one, 
for  it  leads  ns  to  consider  more  serionsly  and 
more  profonndly  of  the  character  and  the 
object  of  the  high  dnties  we  are  sent  here  to 
pcmbrm.  It  is  a  good  one,  for  in  its  very 
observance  we  are  admonished  of  the  short- 
ness and  nncertainty  of  onr  own  lives,  and  of 
the  comparative  wortbleesness  of  all  selfish, 
all  ephemeral  considerations.  It  chastens  onr 
affections ;  it  prepares  us  to  look,  alone,  and 
with  singleness  of  purpose,  to  the  ulterior, 
fntnre,  and  permanent  good  of  the  vhde 
countty. 

Nor  does  the  question'  &il  of  prodncing 
beneficial  Infiuences  npon  society  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  Capitol;  and  especially  in  so 
far  as  ench  mark  of  respect  to  tne  memory  of 
the  deceased  manifestly  tends  to  strengthen  the 
moral  ties  which  bind  the  people  of  the  State, 
from  which  he  may  have  come,  to  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  In  accordance,  then,  with  a  cus- 
tom so  sanctioned,  resolutions  have  been  pre- 
pared in  the  usual  form,  in  relation  to  the 
memory  of  our  friend,  whose  decease  has  just 
been  annonnced  to  ns. 

I  conld  have  wished,  sir,  that  it  had  been 
devolved  npon  some  older  member  who  had 
done  more  than  I  have  done  to  build  op  the 
high  character  of  the  Senate,  to  have  intro- 
duoed  them ;  for  all  with  whom  the  deceased 
has  been  so  long  associated  here  would  be 
alike  ready,  I  am  sure,  to  bear  teKtimony  to  the 
soundness  of  his  Judgment,  the  eqnanimlty  of 
mind,  and  the  singleness  of  heart,  with  which 
he  always  applied  himself  to  his  pnblic  duties 

Bnt  it  was  my  h^pinesa,  sir,  to  be  an  inmate 
of  the  same  dwelling  with  tlie  deceased  during 
the  last  session,  and  again  during  this,  and  to 
have  possessed,  I  hope,  a  good  shore  of  his 
friendly  feeling.  The  State  which  gave  Aim 
birth  was  my  native  State  also;  many  of  hit 
early  friends  were  mine,  and  mine  were  bis. 

From  snch  considerations,  it  has  been  thought 
by  others  than  myself,  tliat  it  might  be  proper 
for  me  to  present  these  resolutions;  and  this  I 
do,  ^ir,  the  more  readily,  because  none  can 
late  more  hifthly  than  I  do  that  ingenuous- 

of  nature,  tnat  honesty  of  purpose,  and 

that  elevated  love  of  country,  which  I  know 
so  eminently  distingnished  the  deceased,  and 
which  on  intimate  and  active  connection  with 
public  afiikin  for  thirty  ^eara  seems  in  rtovite 
to  hate  polluted  or  impaired. 

I  moit  req>eotfnlly  then,  present   to  yon 
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these   reHolutioQs,  aod   more    that  they   be 
adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Bttolptd,  mtanititontlg,  TbU  «  eonmdttce  Im  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  Buperintendmg  tha  funeral 
of  the  late  lion.  Natoax  F.  Diioh,  irbich  will  take 
place  lo-morrow,  at  IS  o'clock,  and  that  notioe  there- 
of be  given  to  the  House  of  BepreaentadTea. 

The  foilowing  Senators  vere  appointed  ondi 
tho  resolution,  as  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
tnenta,  tie  ;  Mesara.  Woodbridox,  Euntino- 
tos,  Wbioht,  Hanenv,  and  BnonASAy, 

Rtutlvrd,  unanimoiulii.  That  the  membcra  of  th( 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  df^ra  of  ahowing  evepy  marl 
of  respect  duo  to  the  memorj  of  NtTHAN  F.  Dixon, 
deceased,  late  a  Senator  thereof,  will  go  into  moom- 
ing  for  one  month,  bj  the  usual  mode  of  veariog 
crape  OD  the  left  arm. 

BtfUttd,  Jtjumimaiuly,  Hut,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  the  memoi?  of  the  deceated,  the  Senate 
do  nov  aijjoiuTi. 

The  resolntlons  having  been  ananimoiuly 
adopted,  the  Senate  accoi^inglj  adjoarned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPaEBXirrATITES. 

MoNDAT,  Jannary  81. 
Death  of  Senator  Dixon. 

A  message  was  recdred  from  the  Senate, 
by  A.  Dickins,  Esq.,  Seoretoiy,  informing  the 
House  that  the  Hon.  Nathan  F.  Vison,  Senator 
from  tlio  State  of  Rhode  laland,  had  departed 
this  life  in  this  city  on  the  29th  instant^  and 
that  his  fnneral  vonld  take  place  to-morrow, 
the  1st  day  of  February,  at  13  o'clock. 

Mr.  TiLLiNOHAST  thereQpon  rose  and  said : 

Hr.  Spbaeeb  :  It  ia  with  no  corarafm  emo- 
tion that  I  rise  to  notice  the  sad  oommunica- 
tjon  which  has  now  been  sent  to  ns  br  the 
honorable  Senate.  It  tells  us  that  a  pure  heart 
baa  ceased  to  throb — that  a  wise  head  has 
censed  to  think — that  a  life  of  virtnona  aotion, 
which  bad  held  on  in  nnbroken  health  and 
nscfnlness  to  a  green  and  hale  old  age,  has 
now,  in  the  midal  of  public  toils,  and  in 
a  station  of  well-won  and  woll-wom  honor, 
terminated— that  the  spirit  wliich  informed 
that  lifb,  and  directed  it  to  all  that  the  cnlti- 
Tated  inatincta  of  a  generous  natare  perceived 
to  be  good,  has  tieen  &eed  from  the  incnmbronoe 
of  flesh,  and  entered  npon  die  high  and  con- 
genial destinies  which  are  unfolded  in  the 
world  of  immortality.  It  tells  na,  too,  that, 
while  we  omnpy  these  bolls,  and  tax  onr 
strongest  focnltiea,  and  embark  onr  loftiest 
virtues  or  onr  sternest  passions  in  the  agitating 
interests  which  seem  to  demand  these  efforts, 
there  is  an  unseen  Power  amongst  na,  in  whose 
preaence  all  the  powers  of  man  are  but  as 
Btnbble  and  ashes — who  baa  but  eitently  to 
touch  either  the  silvered  crown  of  age  or  the 
Ann  and  confident  brow  of  earlier  manhood, 
and,  instantly,  and  equally,  they  foil— the  elo- 
quent tongue  ia  mute  and  tiie  heading  bosom  is 
BtiU. 

Ur.  Speaker,  were  it  not  that  the  notices 


ABRIDOHBMT  OF  THE 

IkalkiifStmalorLutm. 


[eTraCc 


appropriate  to  these  melancholy  ocetsou 
must  of  neceasity  be  brie^  I  would  gMf 
apeak  of  the  deceued  Senator  (Colcnel  Ihio^j 
more  largely  than  I  shall  now  allow  mjKlf  lo 
do.  I  would  speak  of  him  with  the  [nrfli^ 
of  one  who  for  nearly  thirty  years  has  amni 
bis  friendship;  who  has  been  asaocialMvitL 
him  in  professional  and  in  le^slatiTe  labm; 
and  who,  in  any  effort  for  the  miproTemeiit  of 
the  laws  and  institutions  of  his  State,  ind&r 
the  advancement  of  whatever  was  thoi^t  on- 
ducive  to  the  permanent  prosperity  of  bii 
fellow-citizens — always  relying  upon  bin  N 
amongst  the  foremost — never  relied  upon  bin 

To  most  of  the  members  of  thia  Swm. 
he  was,  probably,  known  only  in  hii  puUic 
station.  To  tiiose  distingoished  Senators  vhmt 
nearer  aconaintance  be  was  ao  happy  u  to 
eqjoy,  (ana  he  could  not  enjoy  that  vitliaa 
ei^oying  also  their  affection,)  it  would  lea- 
pwfluoos  to  ealarge  upon  the  trut)  of  i^ 
modest  and  bland,  but  at  the  same  time  Knuf 
enei^tic,  influential  character,  which  nurtal 
him  in  hia  indiTidnal  and  BOciB],aa  ireQiik 
bis  official  relations  to  men  and  liaap. 
Though  few  opportunities  may  have  ocai™ 
to  him  here  for  the  dorelopment  of  ill  lii! 
qualities,  yet  I  believe  that  his  quiri  oi 
accurate  power  of  observation — the  promiiDies 
of  hia  penetration — the  sonndncss  of  liis  delib- 
erate Judgment — the  constant  aunshiiie  of  to! 
cheernil  benevolence— his  serene  patience  utdff 
trials  and  vexations — the  simple-nearted  naL 
the  tran^arent  honesty,  of  his  deans  ml 
pnrposoa — the  boldness  of  bis  assertion  of  Ik 
right  — the  enduring  firmness  of  his  rtsolsliu 
— tho  denr  integrity  and  tho  bigh -toned  Imav 
of  his  daily  thoughts — these,  I  bdiera,  ba<i 
not  been  without  their  witnesses  here.  Ba 
I  will  not  attempt  to  group  all  the  stjone  ni 
clear  and  beantiful  ^i^ties  of  mind  and  beal 
that  constituted  in  htm  ability  in  action  and  is 
council,  and  invested  him  with  a  moral  '» 
flnence,  (of  greater  value  than  all  tdecLi 
which  added  its  just  force  to  every  effort  or' 
his  intellectual  strength.    8weetuc«  of  ^ 

Eosition,  and  power  of  intellect,  were  in  Iiiit 
tended  in  tbat  happy  and  hannoniou  onioL 
without  which  neither  can  be  of  distiDgni^ 
value  to  the  possessor  or  to  tiie  world. 

His  sterling  character,  unobtmsive  mi  ^ 
ambitions  of  daily  distinclJon,  wasoneoftbtH 
reserved  moral  resources  of  which  tbU  n>ti^ 
Las  many — though  few,  if  any,  more  lairW 
and  sure  than  be — on  which,  in  the  U^^ 
times  of  trial  call  for  the  better  pawen  of  aun. 
she  might  draw,  with  a  confidence  tliat  ni™ 
not  falter,  for  the  coaservatitm  of  all  thai  nuf 

I  am  not  aware  that  he  ever  made  i  p»- 

feiuon  of  Christianity  according  to  the  fijn>^ 

of  any  church ;  but  his  life  was  a  ronliiii^ 

fesMon  of  the  truth  and  divine  eioelkoM  « 


its  precepts.    Bis  respect  for _ 

and  lovo  of  its  worship,  his  ready  aid  ia 
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promotiOQ  of  it*  interest^  and  coaBoieDtiooB 
ptrformance  of  the  dnties  it  eDJoins,  bia  nntir- 
ing  exhibition  of  all  tbe  chBritiea  of  life  which 
it  incnlcatea,  are  evidenoe  that,  if  be  postponed 
a  more  precise  demouatration.  it  was  still  the 
laj  spirit  of  Christianitj  wnich  wronght  in 
Ilia  bosom  and  regulated  hia  actions. 

The  history  of  our  State  will  not  l>6  without 
'Oa  Ustimoniea  to  his  character  and  servicea ; 
tod  it  is  there  where  he  was  best  known,  that 
his  loss  will  be  most  trutj  appreciated  and 
deeply  deplored.  Thoagb  bom  in  the  adjoin' 
ing  State  of  Connecricnt,  ha  early  selected 
Rhode  Island  for  education  and  citizenship, 
lie  graduated  with  honor  from  the  college 
vhich  is  DOW  Brown  University,  at  Providenoe, 
aDd  after  completing  bis  prepunitorj  study  of 
the  law  in  the  office  of  Jadge  Goddard,  at 
Xornich,  he  commenced  a  practice  which  soon 
Iweame  extensive  in  botb  Statesi,  and  mado 
liis  permanent  residence  in  Bhode  Isliuid.  He 
\Tss  firA  brought  into  pnblio  life  by  an  election 
to  Che  Legifdatore  of  that  State ;  and  such  was 
tlie  esUmstion  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
citizens  of  his  immediate  comronnity,  that  at 
thirty-fuar  mccesaive  elections  they  continaed 
to  retam  him  as  their  representative.  Dar- 
iug  this  period  be  was  a  prominent  and  active 
participator  in  all  the  important  transactions  of 
the  body,  and  bis  lost  effort  there  was  in  behalf 
of  tbe  then  donbtfnl  and  obstmcted,  but  now 
triumphant  canse  of  the  temperance  reform. 

Parsing  thence  again  to  private  life,  he  occn- 
piiril  himself  in  tbe  honorable  pursuit  of  his 
[•rofession,  in  the  proseontion  of  imjiortcnt 
paUic  works,  in  kind  attention  to  the  interest 
III  others,  and  in  the  affectionate  ofHces  that 
cudeared  him  to  a  happy  home,  nntil,  in  1988, 
Mithoat  hia  own  solicitation  or  effort,  be  was 
elected  by  tbe  Legislature  to  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
Ue  of  tbe  United  States,  for  the  term  cara.- 
inencing  in  Uarcb,  ISS9.  It  is  gratifjriag  to 
ilie  citizens  of  hia  State  to  prerceive  that,  in 
that  body  of  distioguislied  men  with  whom  he 
k'came  thus  associated,  a  just  appreciatioii  of 
]]is  worth  has  been  manifested,  both  by  the 
assignment  to  him  of  important  positions  in 
Ti'laiion  to  tbe  public  business,  and  by  the 
Iiladest  personal  demonstrations  of  respectful 
regard. 

In  the  discharge  of  every  Senatorial  dnty 
he  vraa  vigilant  and  constant,  and  nnspariiig 
of  himself  until  his  labors  were  interrapted  at 
tlie  present  session  by  tiie  first  and  only  disease 
iliat  ever  in  his  life  reduoed  him  to  hia  bed ; 
and  this  has  now  proved  fatal.  On  Baturday 
l3£t,  at  DOOD,  at  the  age  of  aisty-saven  years, 
in  the  fbll  possession  of  nnclondod  fooatties, 
with  a  patient  and  even  oheertiil  resignation, 
and  with  humble  hope,  he  died. 

The  death  of  a  Senator  of  so  much  int«llect- 
nal  superiority  and  moral  worth,  Is  an  event 
for  tbe  wide  and  deep  regret  of  the  nation. 
Tlie  abropt  loss  of  their  long  loved  and  honored 
feltow-t^tuen  will  be  felt  vaA.  deplQE«d  by  the 


citizens  of  his  own  State  with  a  still  keener 
and  deepter  grief. 

Bnt,  sir,  there  is  a  circle  to  which  this  all 
nnantioipated  blow  has  carried  bitterness  and 

raj,  which  it  wore  as  vain  as  it  would  be 
msive  to  attempt  to  depict.  The  sorrows 
the  hearts  of  that  circle  are  too  new  and 
too  Bocred  for  any  comment  here,  except  to 
refer  to  the  fact  that  there  are  such  to  suffer. 
To  the  widowed  survivor,  and  to  the  bereaved 
sons  and  danghters,  I  con  truat  myself  only  to 
say,  that,  in  adl  sincerity  of  true  aympethy  and 
respect,  we  commend  them  to  that  Power 
which  alone  could  deal  the  blow,  and  alone 
con  impart  the  oonsohdioDs  which  may  oon- 
vert  it  into  mercy. 

Mr.  T.  then  submitted  the  foUowing  resoln- 
tiona,  which  were  uuinimoody  adopted : 

Retolvcd,  That  the  House  has  received  with  deep 
sensibilit;r  the  commuiucation  from  tbe  Senile  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  the  Hon.  NAiaA.<(  Fellows 
DiioH,  a  Senator  fiom  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Reujlved,  That,  in  token  of  Edncere  and  hijA  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  tbe  deceased,  this  House 
will  attend  his  fnner^  (dnequles  to-morrow,  at  the 
bouT  appointed  by  tbe  Senate,  and  will  wear  crape 
upon  the  left  arm  as  monnung  for  tlilrty  days  ;  and, 
as  a  further  mtA  of  respect, 

Jifolitd,  That  the  House  do  now  adjonrn. 

And  then  the  ITouse  acyoomed. 


IS     SENATE, 

Tbcbsdax,  February  8. 
The  Gat  of  tha  Crtolt. 

Ur.  OaLnomr  made  a  proposition  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belotioos,  the 
Message  from  the  Executive  on  the  anbjoct  of 
the  motiny  and  murder  by  the  slaves  on  board 
the  Creole,  and  the  liberation  of  those  alavea 
by  the  British  authorities  in  Nasaan,  New 
Providence. 

Mr.  CaLBonx  said  that  his  object  In  rising 
was  to  move  a  reference  of  tbe  Menage  of  the 
Prewdent,  in  reply  to  hia  resolution  in  the 
case  of  the  Creole,  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affurs.  He  hod  read  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  which  accompanied  it,  with 
attention.  It  met  folly  the  call  of  the  resolu- 
tion, 09  it  related  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  It 
gave  a  full  and  well-authenticated  statement  of 
Uie  riaing  of  the  slaves,  and  mutiny  and  mnr- 
der  on  board ;  the  carrying  of  the  vessel  into 
the  port  of  Nassau;  the  oocurrenoes  there;  the 
conduct  of  tbe  Britjsb  autboritiea,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  place;  the  seduction  of  the 
slaves  on  hoard  from  thdr  owners,  and  those 
having  chaise,  exoept  five,  who  reAised  to 
leave  the  vessel,  and  those  who  perpetrated 
the  mntiny  and  murder.  They  were  taken 
from  on  board,  and  are  to  be  confined  till  the 
deciuon  of  the  Oovemment  at  home  should 
be  known  in  relation  to  them. 

As  to  the  remiuning  portion  of  iLe  resola- 
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tlon,  Uiat  which,  asked  for  infomiation  as  to 
what  Bteps  bad  been  taken  to  bring  the  gniltj 
in  this  blood]'  trsBMLCtion  tojnstlce,  and  to  re- 
dress the  wrong  done  to  onr  citizens,  and  the 
Indignitj  offered  to  onr  flag,  he  regretted  to 
aay,  the  report  of  the  Secretory  1b  very  aosatis- 
faotorj.  He,  Ur.  0.,  hod  supposed,  in  a  case 
of  sa<^  gross  outrage,  tbat  prompt  nieasares 
for  redress  would  have  been  adopted.  He 
had  not  doubted  but  tbat  a  vessel  had  been 
despatched,  or  some  early  opportunity  seized 
for  transmitting  directions  to  onr  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  BL  James,  to  demand  that  the 
criminals  should  be  delivered  to  our  Govern- 
ment for  trial ;  more  especially,  as  ther  were 
detained  with  the  view  of  altiding  the  decision 
of  Qm  Government  at  home.  But  in  all  this 
be  had  been  in  a  mistake.  Not  a  step  has  yet 
been  taken — no  demand  jnade  for  the  snn-en- 
der  of  the  murderers,  though  the  Executive  must 
have  been  in  full  possession  of  tbe  facts  for 
more  than  a  month.  The  only  reply  is,  that  he 
(tbe  Secretary)  had  received  the  orders  of  the 
President  to  prepare  a  despatch  for  oar  Uinis- 
ter  in  London,  which  woald  be  "prepared 
without  unnecessary  delav."  He  spoke  not 
in  tbe  snLrit  of  censure ;  he  had  no  wish  to 
find  fault ;  but  he  thought  it  due  to  tlie 
coDBtry,  and,  more  especially,  of  the  portion 
that  has  so  profound  an  interest  in  this  snl^ect, 
that  he  should  fearlessly  state  tiie  facts  as  they 
existed.  He  believed  onr  right  to  demand  the 
aurrender  of  tbe  murderers  clear,  beyond  doubt, 
and  that,  if  the  case  was  fairly  stated,  the 
Britiab  Government  wonld  bo  compelled,  from 
a  sense  of  justice,  to  yield  to  onr  demand ;  and 
hence  his  deep  regret  that  there  elionld  have 
been  such  a  long  delay  In  makina  any  demand. 
The  apparent  indifference  which  it  indicates 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  the  want 
of  oar  views  on  the  subject,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
-would  prompt  to  an  oppoiut«  decision,  be- 
fore  any  despatch  con  now  be  received  by  our 
miniBt«r. 

He  repeated  tbat  the  case  was  dear.  He 
knew  that  an  effort  had  been  made,  and  re- 
gretted to  say,  even  in  the  South,  and  throogfa 
a  newspaper  in  tliis  District,  but  a  morning  or 
two  since,  to  confound  the  case  with  the  ordi- 
nary one  of  a  criminal  fleeing  from  the  coantry 
where  the  crime  was  perpetrated,  to  another. 
He  admitted  that  it  is  a  doabtfU  question 
whether,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  in  sach  a 
case,  the  nation  to  which  he  fled,  was  bound 
to  surrender  him  on  the  demand  of  the  one 
There  the  crime  was  committed.  Bnt  that 
was  not  this  case,  nor  was  there  any  analofpr 
between  them.  This  was  mutiny  and  mnrder, 
committed  on  the  ocean,  on  board  of  one  of  our 
vessela,  sailing  ftom  one  port  to  another  on 
onr  own  coast,  in  a  regular  voyage,  and  com- 
mitted by  slaves,  who  constitntM  a  part  of  the 
cargo,  and  forcing  the  officers  and  crew  to 
steer  the  vessel  into  a  port  of  a  friendly 
power.    Now  there  was  nothing  more  olear, 


than  that,  aooording  to  the  laws  <it  tuiimt,  i 
vessel  on  the  ocean  is  regarded  asaponiMiaf 
the  territory  of  the  State  to  which  shs  btko^ 
and  m<we  emphatically  ao,if  poeBible,iBacgM. 
ing  voyage;  and  that  if  foi«edintetfci(s% 
port  by  an  nnavoidable  necesrity,  ibe  k«t 
none  of  the  rights  that  belong  to  her  co  lb 
OQpan.  Contrary  to  these  admitted  prisaplK 
the  British  aathorities  entered  on  hotii  of  i1k 
Creole,  took  the  criminals  nnder  their  on 
jurisdiction,  and  that  after  they  bad  snr 
tained  them  to  be  guilty  of  mutiny  ud  nn- 
der, instead  (as  they  ought  to  have  doce)  d 
uding  the  officers  and  crew  in  confining  iW 
to  be  conveyed  to  one  of  onr  ports,  * bm 
they  would  be  amenable  to  onr  Isirs.  Tie 
outrage  would  not  have  been  greater,  nor  am 
clearly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  natjinia,  %  ii- 
stead  of  taking  them  from  the  Creole,  tbejbid 
entered  our  territory,  add  forcibly  takto  tkn 
from  one  of  onr  Jails ;  and  such,  be  ct«ld 
scarcely  doubt^  would  be  the  decinoD  tl  ik 
British  Government  itself,  if  the  bcU  wi 
reasons  of  the  case  be  fairly  presented  Ubi 
its  deoiuon  is  made.  It  would  be  dcarij  tl< 
course  she  would  have  adopted  had  the  mnlitj 
and  murder  been  perpetr^ed  by  a  po^  d 
the  crew,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  thai  it  nl 
regard  It  lees  criminal,  or  leas  imperiomJTia 
duty,  to  surrender  the  criminals,  because  fk 
act  was  perpetrated  by  alavea.  If  K>,iii> 
time  we  snonld  know  it. 

He  (said  Mr.  0.}  had  deliberated  for  na 
time  what  conrse  he  should  adopt  in  t^Kts 
to  the  Message.  He  at  one  time  had  condirf- 
ed  to  leave  it  qnietly  on  the  table,  « lb«  *■*■ 
lectwonld  necessarily  come  into  the  negt^iiiA 
Detween  the  two  Goveramente  on  the  •ni'^ 
of  the  special  misuon  to  England.  EssnlM 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  eipfessiiif  B^ 
pleasure  that  such  a  mission  was  to  be  i»' 


troversy  between  two  people  thalonybttobd: 
peace.  He  intended  to  avoid,  on  bu  put, ».' 
step  that  might  throw  impediments  in  dx  n; 
of  a  fair  and  honorable  adjustment.  Bat,  is 
full  reflection,  he  came  to  the  condaoMit^ 
it  was  due  to  the  importance  of  the  raljot 
tluit  it  shonld  be  referred  to  the  appropraEf 
committee.  An  omission  to  do  so  "i'^'^ 
construed  into  an  indifference  to  the  aif^ 
and  thereby  sink  it  in  the  scale  of  reUri«  id- 
portance,  compared  to  the  other  q"*""*"^ 
issue  between  the  Govemmenta.  OfiUi** 
questions,  he  deemed  it  by  far  Oie  raoil  ^ 
portant  in  character,  and  most  dangtfOMWw* 
peace  and  qniet  of  the  two  conntrica,  «"  « 
greater  maanitude  to  the  section  of  the  low 
more  immediately  interested.  As  import*"" 
was  the  boundary  question  to  Miin^  <*  ** 
qoeation  of  search  to  navigation  and  m>»"^ 
oial  interests  engaged  in  the  Afiicia  tr*K 
they  were  nothing  lt  i-™'*-'""  tothemie' 
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wti  whlob  mori  than  &  third  of  this  Union  has 
in  tbis  qneation.  If  we  yield  to  the  pretension 
vhichwonld  reftiw  theBnirender of  these orim- 
inila,  uid  that  wonld  confiscate  tbe  property 
ofoor  oitizena  under  oironmstanoes  rimilar  to 
tbe  caie  of  the  Oreolo  and  the  Enterprise, 
Thare  would  it  end  ?  If  we  Duy  not  safely 
sail  on  our  own  coast,  with  onr  uave  propor- 
ij  on  board,  became  Great  Britain  may  choose 
to  deny  our  right  to  hold  property  In  slaves, 
may  die  not,  with  eqnal  propnety,  extend  tbe 
stme  rule  to  oar  oottou  and  other  staplea  ?  If 
ice  hafe  no  right  to  those  whose  labor  pro- 
duced them,  what  better  right  have  we  to  tbe 
prodnet  of  their  labor  t 

Hb  more  readily  moved  to  refer  the  mbjeot 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  becanse 
Ib«  cbainnan  (Mr.  Rivie,  who,  he  r^retted, 
wu  not  in  hli  seat,)  was  from  the  State  more 
Immediately  interested  in  it.  The  Creole 
fuled  from  Richmond,  and  his  constitnents 
Hen  among  the  anfierers;  and  he  did  hope 
tiiit,  be  wonld  eive  that  aUo  and  Incid  exposi- 
tion of  all  the  deeply  iotereatiag  points  iiiToly- 
ed  In  the  mbject,  of  which  he  was  so  citable 
of  doing. 

Ur.  Pebto^,  as  a  member  of  the  Oommittee 
on  Forei^  Belations,  rwretted  the  absence  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relationa.  He  was  detained,  and  bad  been 
detained  from  his  place  fbr  some  days  past  by 
iedisposition.  When  in  his  place,  be  wotild  act 
in  referance  to  this  matter,  he  had  no  donbt, 
nith  tbe  greotest  proroptitnde  and  zeal.  The 
(isewusoimportant  that  it  could  admit  of  the 
protnpleetao^on;  bnt  be  did  notbelievo  it  was 
liKTMt  to  anticipate  Eiecntive  action  on  the 
mbject,  which,  no  doubt,  would  hare  justice 
lone  a)  effbctnally  as  the  deticate  natare  of  the 
inbfMt  woold  permit  It  was  a  delicate  qnoa- 
fion,  and  in  reference  to  thia  matter  he  cotild 
mtn  &e  gentleman  flrom  Sonth  Oarolina 
liat  the  committee  wonld  give  the  snl^ect  the 
iiD»deration  called  for  by  its  importance. 
rhe  Eiecotive  branch  of  the  Government,  it 
'M  presnined,  would  take  such  action  as  was 
allea  for  by  Hs  importance.  He  waa  glad, 
DO,  that  a  special  minister  was  to  come  cat 
ere  to  negotiate  npon  matters  at  issue  between 
be  too  conntriet^  and  with  full  power  to 
djoet  all  those  questions.  Ur.  P.,  nowever, 
Ud  he  had  risen  only  to  announce  the  indis- 
aetioa  of  the  cbdrman  of  the  Committee  on 
oreign  Relations,  and  to  assure  the  Senate, 
I  his  absence,  that  the  committee  wonld  give 
» subject  the  examination  due  to  its  impor- 

Ur.  CALnoim  knew  that  the  ohairman  was 


The  commnnication  was  then  referred  to  tbe 
BDunittee  on  Foreign  Rdations. 


HOTTSK  OP  BKPRXSBNTATIVBS. 

WzDKESDAT,  February  16. 

Motion  in  Committee  U>  *lrit«  out  £naotiiig 

Claim— Appeai, 

Ur.  CurpORD  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Ur.  UoEeox)  to  withdraw 
his  present  appeal,  and  if  the  Chair  decided 
tliat  a  motion  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  danse 
was  not  in  order  in  committee,  to  ^peal  from 
that  decinon  for  tbe  purpose  of  settling  the 
point. 

Ur.  UoEkok  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  and 
moved  to  strike  oat  the  enacting  elanae  of  the 
bill. 

The  OBAoatm  decided  that  the  motion  in 
Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole  was  not  in  order,  from 
the  authority  of  the  Uanual,  which  declared 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  ■  committee  to 
whom  a  bill  was  referred  to  destroy  that  bill. 
He  would  read  from  page  160  of  the  Uannal, 
where  they  fbnnd  the  foflowiDg : 

"  IT  it  be  ■  bill,  draueht  of  an  address,  or  other 
paper  arigioatlng  with  tnGm,  they  proceed  by  para- 
gnpha,  putting  qaestlona  for  UDeading,  cither  by 
msertiOD  or  linking  out,  if  proposed :  bat  no  ques- 
tion on  agreeiitg  to  the  paragraphs  separately,  niia 
is  reseired  to  the  cloee,  wheo  a  question  is  put  <» 
the  whole,  for  agreeing  to  It  »s  amended,  or  nn- 
uuended.  Bnt  if  It  be  a  paper  referred  to  (hem, 
they  proceed  to  pot  the  questions  of  amendment,  if 
proposed,  but  no  final  quealJoD  on  the  whole :  be- 
cause all  puts  of  tbe  paper  liaving  been  adopted  by 
tbe  House,  stand  of  course,  unless  altered,  or  struck 
out  by  a  vole.  Even  if  (hey  are  opposed  to  the 
whole  paper,  and  think  it  cannot  be  made  good  by 
amendments,  they  cannot  reject  It,  but  must  report 
it  back  to  the  House  without  amendments,  and  here 
make  their  oppaeKion." 

By  a  mlo  of  tbe  House  it  was  provided,  that 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a 
bill  should  take  precedence  of  a  pending  amend- 
ment. This  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clanse  was  a  motion  to  destroy  the  bill,  which 
the  laws  of  the  Uannal  declared  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to 
do.  In  conformity  with  this,  a  day  or  two 
since,  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  gentlo- 
man  from  Virginia  had  moved  to  strike  ont  tbe 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill  then  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Churman  then  decided  that  the 
motion  was  not  in  order,  an  appeal  was  token, 
and  tbe  decision  of  the  Oiiur  was  snataiued. 
On  the  motion  toetrike  out  the  enacting ulanse, 
the  whole  merits  of  the  bill  would  be  open,  but 
the  rales  of  the  Honse  directed  that,  when  a 
bill  was  referred  to  tiie  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  should  first  be  read  throngb  by 
tbe  Clerk,  and  then  the  Clerk  shonld  proceed 
to  read  it  by  clauses  for  separate  con^dera- 
tioD.  That  was  the  ii^nnction  of  the  rules. 
When  the  oommittee  shonld  have  passed 
through  the  bill  in  that  manner,  and  a  motion 
was  made  to  rise  and  report  the  hill,  it  fnr- 
nished  ample  opportunity  for  lurestr^ned  de- 
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bate.    And  that  motion  oonld  Dot  be  put  wbeo 
anj  member  chose  to  debate  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoKsoM  appealed  from  the  deciuon  of 
fiieOh^. 

Mr.  Oliffobd  sud,  if  he  had  nnderstood  the 
dedaon  of  the  Obur  as  relatiog  mc 
qnMtioD  of  time,  and  that  after  the 
M«n  gone  throagh,  it  would  be  in  order  to 
strike  out  the  enac^g  clauae,  be  shoQld  not 
have  debated  it  at  all.  If  the  Chiur  now  de- 
cided that  it  waa  a  mere  question  of  time,  he 
woold  not  qoarrol  with  the  decision. 

The  GsiiBMAH  decided  that  the  motion  to 
Btrike  ont  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  while 
tering  on  its  reading  bj  clansee  for  amendment 
or  diecDsaion,  waa  not  in  order  generally  under 
the  law  of  tbe  Mannal,  which  waa  that  the 
oommittee  could  not  destro  j  a  paper  committed 
to  them.  The  Chur  mid  that  when  the  com- 
mittee had  gone  through  this  hill  hy  ciaosea,  on 
ft  general  motion  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
the  question  would  l>e  open  for  fall  dlscuadon. 
Then  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  or  acj  other 
sentleman,  might  move  to  report  the  bill  to  the 
House  with  a  recommendation  that  the  hill  be 
notpaaaed. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  rule  mnat  be  fol- 
lowed, and  the  bill  be  read  througli  br  clauses 
for  amendment  or  diacusmon,  on  each  clause 
•epsrately,  before  the  general  merits  of  the  bill 
were  debated. 

The  appeal  waa  debated  at  some  length  bj 
Meters.  IIopEDte,  Fillmohr,  TrLLnroBAST,  and 
Uhdbswood,  who  Eustaiued,  and  bj  Messrs. 
Athebtoit,  Pboffit,  and  Pope,  who  opposed 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CooPKB,  of  Qeorgia,*sMd,  when  this  ap- 
peal was  first  taken,  he  felt  entirely  disposed  to 
sustain  the  Chair,  being  driven  by  an  impnlse 
to  restrain  the  licentiousness  of  the  debate,  and 
confine  it  to  the  points  at  issue.  On  reflection, 
he  pemetred  this  would  not  be  the  effect;  fbr 
it  had  been  conceded  by  members  on  all  hands, 
OS  well  as  by  the  Ohur,  that,  o^er  discussing 
the  wAoIe  bill,  section  by  section,  it  will  be 
open  for  all  the  iatitnde  of  debate  allowable 
under  the  motion  to  atrike  ont  the  enacting 
clause. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  enaoting  olanse 
was  derigned  to  ont  off  useless  debate,  m  cases 
where  a  mmority  of  tiia  House  might  be  op- 
posed to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  In  such 
cases,  therefore,  it  will  be  a  saring  of  time  to 
antldpate  the  discussion  of  tbe  details  by  a 
vote  on  a  proportion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
danse.  But  in  cases  where  the  House  would 
hold  on  to  tiie  bill  and  amend,  it  is  a  mere 
matter  of  form  and  immateriality  whether  the 
discussion  in  chief  shall  precede  or  follow  the 
det>ate  on  the  detuls. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  effeota  of  the  dedsion 
as  to  die  expediency  and  allcsed  reform  at  the 
proceedings  of  the  House.  Bnt  this  question 
must  be  determined  by  tbe  authority  on  wlucb 
the  Oh^rman  rests,  saying,  that  "  ttte  commit- 
tee cannot  destroy  a  bill?'    This  being  good 


antbority,  If  the  effect  of  this  motiaa  be  to  de- 
stroy the  bill,  or  in  other  words,  lo  raed  ii,  h 
the  purview  of  tbe  authority  cited,  there  imo 
room  to  doubt  But  I  take  it  that  tkfDttMd 
this  anthority  is,  that  the  biU  must  be  Kumti 
heck  to  the  House  with  snch  recommeDudiw 
as  the  committee  rnay  make  in  regud  to  it,  u 
stated  hy  the  gentlunon  from  MaKuhiuati 

Here  I  need  some  information  of  the  Cliaii- 
man,  and  desire  to  ask  two  queitloiis :  Tic 
first  bos  been  antidpated  by  the  honorable  got- 
tleman  &am  Massachusetts  on  the  rigbt.  bat- 
ing that,  sdoiitting  the  decision  of  tbe  CburiD 
stand,  the  bill  will  still  be  open  to  eqeal  bli- 
tade  of  debate. 

The  second  istbis:  If,  on  the  motion  tuftnb 
ont  the  enacting  clause,  the  committee  sbotU 
decide  affirmatively,  will  tbe  enacting  diowU 
obliterated  or  annihilated  f — or  wifi  it,  *iil 
the  rest  of  the  bilL  be  reported  to  tbe  Eim. 
acoompanied  by  the  recotunendation  d  ik 
committee  to  strike  oat  the  enacting  daiuet 

The  CBAJBHAnreplied.thatin  thMevmiib 
striking  ont  would  be  the  deatmction  of  lii 
bill,  and  the  committee  would  report  thu  lur. 
to  the  Bouse. 

Mr,  CooPBR  not  being  satisfied  with  the  j> 
swer,  repeated  the  question. 

And  tbe  Coaib  subetaatially  repealed  '^ 
same  answer. 

Mr.  OoopEB  said  he  had  failed  to  get  the  ilt- 
sired  information  of  the  Chair,  and  would  lur 
the  qneatioD,  ao  as  to  r^ply  it  to  tbe  temx 
olanse  of  the  bill,  and  ask  whether,  if  that  rtrt 
ordered  to  be  stricken  ont  by  the  conunitttt,  '3 
would  not  still,  with  the  rewdoe  of  the  bQl  k 


would  not  in  Jaet  he  stricken  out  by  tlie  we- 
mittee,  bnt  abide  the  action  of  the  Eo<&e  « 
the  committee's  recommendation  I  ^ 

The  Chaibm&k  said  it  would  be  npoi'-'^ 
back  with  tbe  recommendation  to  Etrike  oat 

Then,  B^d  Mr.  Coopeb,  what  is  true  of  tbe 
second  section,  most  also  be  true  of  tlie  6^ 
And  it  follows,  that  a  motion  to  strike  out  ibt 
enacting  clause  made  in  ComoutUe  of  ih< 
Whole,  docs  not  involve  the  datntlim  of  tl* 
tiill,  bnt  qierely  the  propriety  of  reootmnEndaa 
its  destruction  to  the  Hoose,  «noe  ^aei  a 
fact  of  striking  out  must  be  decided  lod  per- 
formed by  the  House. 

This  being  true,  it  follows  that  the  antwairr 
relied  on  by  the  Chair  is  not  i44Ji«bM  saJ 
therefore  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the  enttuo? 
danseisin  order,  and  theded■ioooftbeChau' 


IoaeouIi.  I 

Gentlemen  are  mistaken  as  to  tbe  nfV^ 

advantages  of  the  decisioo.    The  adnnHge  w 

in  favor  of  existing  practice. 

The  mistake  or  error  of  the  Chair,  IJ""™; 

sinterpretation  of  the  purport  of  tw  i°- 

on  which  he  relies.    Its  object »»  ^" 

reserve  to  the  House  the  to  «j" 

bill,  and  not  suffer  the  oommittee  to  mwiw^ 
■    ■  If  thia  authority  i"B>ade»«i«- 


thority  o 
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to  the  genUeDUUi  ttom  Uueachnsetta  on  the 
right,  (Hr.  Aduu,)  the  Obi^r  bu  advised  tis 
tlut  such  B  proportion,  with  privilege  of  dis- 
tnmng  in  iti  broadest  latitude,  woola  be  in  or- 
der. The  motion  now  made  involres  no  more, 
ind  is,  therefore,  likewise  in  order.  If  so,  the 
appeal  ought  to  be  snatained. 

The  CnuBu&N  said  he  wonid  brieflr  state 
the  groands  for  his  decision.  A  bill  had  been 
ctamnitled  hf  the  HoDse  to  iti committee;  and 
DOW  what  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  when 
thej  entered  on  the  consideration  of  the  bill  t 
The  House  had  described  hj  their  rales  what 
it  mast  1>e.  First,  that  the  bill  should  be  read 
through  bj  the  clerk  for  iaformation ;  second, 
that  ii  shonld  be  read  b^  claases,  to  be  amend- 
ed and  debated  bj  clattses,  and  when  theT'  had 
gens  through  the  bill,  noting  sach  amendments 
is  Xhej  miebt  make  on  a  sepsrnte  paper,  that 
the;  shonld  report  it  to  the  Honse.  The  Clerk 
bad  now  r«4d  the  bill  throngh,  and  had  com- 
menced reading  it  bj  clauses.  They  had  passed 
one,  and  came  to  the  second.  Tho  genueman 
from  New  Yoric  (Mr.  MoKboh)  had  proposed 
to  amend  it,  which  was  in  order,  and  on  that 
smendment  he  had  proposed  to  debate  the 
whole  merits  of  the  bill.  The  Ohur  bad  de- 
rided this  was  not  in  order.  The  gentleman 
then  had  moved  to  strike  ont  the  enacting 
cbmse  of  the  bill.  The  Ohdr  had  decided  that 
it  Tras  not  in  order.  And  first,  beoaose  it  was 
xintrarj  to  the  rule  of  proceeding  laid  down 
in  the  rales  of  the  Hoase,  whion  were  lud 
rithoat  regard  to  ezpediencj.  It  had  been 
<aid  bj  gentlemen  that  the  mles  of  the  Hoose 
.■ovemed  in  committee.  Thej  did,  so  far  as 
he;  were  applicable.  Was  the  motion  which 
vas  now  maae,  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  I  It 
ras  not.  It  was  a  motion  to  destroy  the  bill. 
Ind  did  that  come  within  the  law  by  which 
he  House  had  given  their  committee  power  to 
roceed  to  read  the  bill  by  clauses,  and  amend 
nd  debate  them  separately  I  He  apprehended 
ot. 

Bat  the  Obair  did  not  rest  here.  He  tnmed 
>  the  parliamentary  taw,  which  declared  tliat 
hen  a  bill  was  referred  to  them  bythe  House, 
leycooldnotdo — what?  Not,  intheiangnage' 
'  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Coopkb,) 
»troy  the  bill ;  bat  that  they  oonid  not  reject 
TUat  was  the  langnage  of  the  law.  If  they 
rack  oat  the  enacting  clanse  of  the  bill,  did 
ej  not  reject  it? 

If  this  motion  prevailed,  here  was  a  bill  of 
me  two  or  three  hnndred  clnases,  in  the  dis- 
^irion  ofthesecondolanseof  which  they  would 
rike  out  the  enecting  clanse,  and  report  to  the 
onse.  Dot  that  they  Lad  gone  throngh  the  bill 
d  exsrained  clanse  by  clanse,  bat  that  they 
id  rejeeUd  the  bill  wiuioot  that  examination. 
Gentlemen  had  sdd  if  the  decision  of  the 
iidr  was  snatained,  it  would  oat  off  debat«. 
le  Ch^r  did  not  so  understand  it.    The  rule 


was  intelligent  and  reasonable,  and,  if  this  com- 
mittee adapted  it,  they  would  see  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  going  throagh  the  bill  by  clnnses, 
and  disooBsing  the  olanses  on  their  sevend 
merits.  And  when  the  committee  should  have 
gone  through  the  bill  by  clsosea,  a  motion  to 
rise  and  report  it  to  the  Honse  would  open  the 
whole  merits,  and  the  qoestion  conid  not  bo 
put  until  every  member  had  had  an  opportanl> 
ty  of  debatins  tt,  if  he  desired.  If  the  commit- 
tee overmlea  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  would  make  his 
speech  on  this  motion,  and  then  withdraw  it. 
Another  gentleman  wonld,  perhaps,  on  the 
next  olanse,  move  to  strike  out  the  enaoting 
clanse,  and  make  a  speech,  and  thas  it  wonld 
lead  to  a  protracted  debal«,  without  dlsonasing 
the  details  of  the  bilL 

The  qnestlon  now  was,  "  Shall  the  deoiaon 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  Judgment  of  this 
Honse  1 " 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  who  re- 
ported^ ayes  78,  noes  6S. 

Bo  the  deoimon  of  the  Ohair  was  sustained. 


Fbidat,  Febrtiary  18. 
Ur.  Sdoiohb  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  WiixiAM  SpRAOtrB,  Senator  elect  from 
Bhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  N.  F. 
Dixon,  deoeased.  Ur.  B.  was  then  qualified, 
and  took  hhi  seat. 


Thdbsdat,  Febmary  84, 
Death  of  Eon.  Leuii  Williamt. 

A  message  was  reodved  ttata  Oiz  Honse  of 
Repreeentativee,  by  Mr.  IfATreaw  St.  Club 
OlIbeb,  their  Olerk,  informing  the  Senate  of 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Lewis  Wiluaks,  meml>er  of  the  Houae 
froro  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  Inviting 
the  Senate  to  attend  his  Ameral,  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  M.,  from  the  Hall  of  the  Eoose 
of  Repreaeotatives. 

Hr.  QBAHAif,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and 
addressed  Uie  Senate  as  follows : 

Ur.  Pbisidbkt:  I  was  a  spectator  of  the 
melancholy  event  which  is  announced  in  the 
message  from  the  House.  It  was  the  result  of  a 
sodden  and  violent  attack  of  disease,  which, 
defying  all  remedy,  proved  &tal  in  lees  than 
thirty-NX  hours  from  its  commencement.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Wiluaus  wasin  his  seat  nntil  the 
okiae  of  the  session  of  the  Honse.  On  Wednes- 
day, bnt  little  more  tlian  an  honr  after  the 
meeting  of  the  House,  be  lay  a  lifeless  oorpse. 
Of  the  dreadful  lesson  which  is  taught  by  this 
most  unexpected  oaismity,  it  ia  fitting  that 
others  i^ould  speak  with  more  propriety  tiian 
myself.  But  the  oooasion  gives  rise  to  a  few 
nmeotioDs  in  which  I  hope  to  be  indulged.  A 
pnblio  servant  baa  been  atmck  down  bytba 
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hand  of  death,  almost  In  the  hameas  of  bU  pob- 
lio  labors ;  a  man  whoae  long  life  of  nearly  aiitf 
years  has  been  dovot«d  to  nseful,  honoraUe,  and 
patriotdo  lervioe.  The  oocarrenoe  is  well  cal- 
onlated  to  arreat  the  ordinarj  course  of  thought 
and  action  here,  and  to  tarn  our  minds  to  the 
ooQtemplatioR  of  that  awfiil  change  to  which 
we  are  all  nltimatel;  destined.  It  reminds  us, 
too,  that  the  older  men  ai«  pasaing  away  from 
the  pablta  couocila,  and  uacarBllj  eitutea  some 
inqairj  as  to  the  life  and  character  of  htm  who 
has  so  long  shared  in  the  deliberation  h  of  Oon- 
greas,  and  in  the  gratitode  and  confidence  of 
bia  conntrymen. 

Ur.  WiLLUMB  was  a  native  of  the  eonnt;  of 
Snrry,  North  Carolina,  in  whicli  he  always 
oontinned  Ms  residence.  His  education  was 
liberal,  having  been  graduated  at  the  University 
of  his  naUve  State,  and  having  remuned  some 
time  fiabseoQently  as  a  tntor  in  the  same  insti- 
tntion.  Not  very  long  ofterwarda  be  wbe 
choaen  by  the  Legialatnre  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Tmsteea  of  the  Cniversity,  of  which 
he  was  ever  one  of  the  most  vigilant,  active, 
and  faithful  guardians.  Anxious  to  be  nseftat 
in  the  employment  of  the  country,  he  seems 
early  to  have  contemplated  a  public  career. 
In  the  year  1814,  he  was  rctomed  from  the 
connty  of  Surry  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Honse  of  Oommons  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State ;  and,  althongb  a  yonng  man,  be 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  prooeedings  of  the 
ensuing  session.  In  1615  be  was  elected  the 
Representative  in  the  Oongrees  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  18th  Oongressional  District,  which 
embraces  the  county  of  his  residence ;  and  at 
every  election  since  that  time  he  has  been  re- 
turned by  tbe  same  constitnency  to  the  some 
station.  Of  his  talents  and  services  ns  a  mem- 
ber of  OongreBB  it  wonld  be  superfluous  to  speak 
here,  in  the  scene  of  his  labora,  and  among  bis 
earlier  and  later  associates.  His  legislative 
history  is  incorporated  with  tbe  history  of  the 
country  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centnry, 
inonecoDtinnod  series,  and  is  found  in  the  Jour- 
nals and  documents  of  the  House,  the  reports 
of  its  committees,  and  the  register  of  its  debates 
dnring  that  period.  Few  members  of  the 
House  ever  perfonned  more  u«efal  or  laborious 
service  than  did  Mr,  Wiluakb  for  many  years, 
while  he  acted  as  tbe  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Claims,  in  adjusting  the  uuinerons 
demands  on  the  Government  which  grew  out 
of  transactions  connected  with  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.    And  none,  it  is  believed,  ever 

Geeoased  the  confidence  of  bis  associates  in 
^lation  in  a  greater  degree. 
With  a  mind  patient,  laborious,  and  atrictly 
Impartial,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  this 
branch  of  tiie  business  of  Oongrass,  and  was 
fonnd  BO  eenerally  accarate  that  his  o^jinions 
acquired  uie  greatest  weight.  His  continuous 
service  for  so  many  years,  not  only  made  him 
the  Father  of  the  Honse  by  seniority  of  member- 
ship, but  hia  intimate  aoqnuntanoe  with  pablio 


afikira,  bia  mli^tened  viewa  of  tbe  Rtdctut 
and  policy  of  oar  Government,  and  hiiiaBuildt 
honesty  and  manliness  of  character,  rarimi 
him  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  ytViit 
counsellora.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  w  njoch  bli 
pablio  action  in  the  high  places  of  tbe  eaMir. 
and  his  capacities  to  be  serviceable  there,  iWl 
wish  particularly  to  mark.  Hia  obaracUr  viil 
hear  closer  examination  and  a  severer  Bera%. 
I  wish  to  boor  my  humble  testinusyto  iLt 
eminent  pnrity  of  his  private  life  aadmoNliu- 
tegrity,  and  to  speak  what  I  believe  la  tltenm- 
mon  sentiment  m  his  wide  circle  <rf  icquiiit- 
ance,  that,  during  his  long  pnblic  career,  na- 
ther  the  angry  cont«sts  of  parties,  the  temp&ip 
of  ambition,  of  avarice,  of  vice^  bave  mlliedbii 
name  with  a  single  action  which  sbould  cwn 
one  moment's  regret  to  bis  flieods.  In  bit 
public  conduct,  be  was  manly,  frank,  isgm- 
ous,  and  devoted  to  his  duties.  It  huffoti 
to  me,  in  my  boyhood,  to  have  been  teei  u 
school  in  one  of  tbe  counties  of  his  diArid; 
and  I  well  remember  to  have  witnessed  tbt 
feelings  of  gratitude,  of  kindnesi^  indi^ctia 
with  which  he  was  cherished  by  tboMnhoB 
early  and  constantly  honored  mm  with  ibtii 
confidence,  and  whom  ha  repaid  witli  ml 
fidelity  and  disintereeted  service.  Aln,n 
moral,  be  became  later  in  life  a  Tcllgiov  a». 
and  unifbrmly  regulated  his  conduct  by  ik 
prlndples  of  virtne  add  a  oonacuentioai  coon- 
■'in  rf duty. 

But  it  was  in  the  charitiea  and  kind  oSw 
of  private  and  domestic  life  that  Mr.  Woiuk 
was  moet  favorably  known  and  apprecditel 
Altlu)Qgb  he  never  contracted  the  relaCiouof 
marriage,  there  are  those  by  whom  his  dana 
will  be  as  deeply  deplored  as  would  be  tlui  cf 
their  immediate  parents.  He  wis  a  mente 
of  anomeroaa  Eunily,  tbo  hetAd  vt^*^ 
qnired  snboDorBble&inebybiapatrictisaBM 
ser^'ice  In  the  war  of  the  Rendnticm,  tad  br 
his  public  spirit  and  elevation  of  chvaeterti 
after  life.  A  twin  brother  of  my  lamaW 
colleague  now  presides  as  judge  in  tiiecwti 
of  Tennessee.  His  elder  brother,  Cd.  JW 
WiLLUMS,  was  distingnished  for  his  ^lul^ 
aa  an  officer  during  the  late  war,  and  for  lu 
talents  and  character  at  a  sobseqaent  pain 
aa  a  S^ator  in  this  body  fivm  tiie  B"'** 
Tennessee,  and  in  our  dtplomatio  service  ihw- 
A  third  brother  was  for  a,  long  period  AJj«- 
tant  General  of  the  State  of  North  Ovali»> 
The  two  latter,  though  deoessed,  have  kA 
chUdren.  Others  of  hia  brothers  aad  W* 
relatives  yet  anrvive,  and  are  among  tbe  n'O't 
enlightened,  hoqiitable,  and  liberal  gentknm. 
both  in  North  Carolina  and  Tewiewe*.  Oa 
the  &milies  of  these  the  intelllgeaos  rf  uk" 
bereavement  will  fiill  as  tbe  thundar  fiva  * 
cloodleas  sky.  To  these,  however,  t!""^ 
situated,  it  will  he  consoling  to  fc»»  "* 
though  the  pangs  of  hia  disaointioB  wwesiiiwa 
they  were  of  short  duration,  and  that  be  o* 
hia  &te  witli  tbooalmnea  and  reeBgnatioa  in>- 
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Id  rt^wnse  to  the  menaK*  of  tho  Etmae,  I 
beg  lean  to  ofibr  the  following  resolntionB : 

Ratted,  That  tho  Seiute  hu  raceived  irith  deep 
wnnbilitT  the  oommimtettitin  from  the  Botue  of 
BepraenlaliTaB,  uuKKnuaDg  the  denh  of  die  Hod. 
Liwu  WiuuAKB,  repcg«ent»tlTe  ftvm  the  Stat*  of 
Kuih  Ciroliiu. 

Am1«kj,  llwt  in  (okm  of  MDoen  ud  Ugh  teqwet 
Or  the  manor;  of  the  deceued,  tho  Sraute  will 
•n^  hu  fonaral  to-momnr  kt  this  houT'if^inted 


u  ■  fnTther  muk  of  reqwct, 
Rudfd,  That  th«  Senate  do  now  a^joom. 
Ifr.  O1.AT  nid:  Prompt«d  by  a  frieodabip 
which  existed  between  the  deceased  and  1117- 
•elf  of  npwaida  of  a  q  oarter  of  a  oentarj'a  d  am- 
tioii,  and  b]r  the  feelings  and  arinp^hieBwhiah 
tiiia  meUmcbolr  ocoaaioa  exdtM,  will  the  Sen- 
ale  allow  me  to  add  a  few  woida  to  thoae  whioh 
have  been  io  well  and  eo  appro[«iatelj  expren- 
ed  bj  mj  fliend  near  me,  0&,  Qkabah,)  in 
seooodinK  the  motion  he  baa  jtut  made  t 

Alrean',  during  tlie  preeent  MBuon,  baa  dm- 
gns^  and  eadi  Honae,  paid  the  aonoal  inttal- 
meot  tA  the  great  debt  of  natnre.  We  ooold 
not  have  lost  two  more  worthy  and  estimable 
men  than  those  who  have  been  taken  from  m. 
Uf  acqnuatanoe  with  the  lamented  Iawib  Wil- 
Luiu  commenoed  in  the  tall  of  1810,  when  he 
fint  toolc  his  aeat  oa  a  member  of  the  House  of 
BepreseataUves  from  the  State  of  North  Oan>- 
lina,  and  I  re-entwed  that  Honse  after  mr  re- 
tam  from  Europe.  iVom  that  period  until  his 
death,  a  oordial  and  unbroken  friendship  has 
labsisted  between  na;  and  eimilar  ties  were 
Nibseqaentlr  created  with  almost  everjr  mem- 
ber of  his  highly  respectable  familj. 

Whoi  B  TBoaiH^  aroM  in  the  responsible  and 
laboriona  offioe  of  chairmatt  of  the  Committee 
of  Obums,  whioh  had  been  previondy  filled  br 
anothar  dlatingaisheduid lamented  son  (^North 
Carolina,  (the  late  Ur,  Tarot,)  in  virtne  of  ao- 
thoritr  vested  in  me,  as  the  M«riding  iMaa  <it 
the  Hooae,  I  appointed  Hr.  Viluahb  to  flU  it. 
Always  full  of  lal>or,  ttoA  requiring  onremit- 
ting  indnstry,  it  was  then,  in  conseqnenee  of 
dauns  originatins  in  the  late  war,  more  than 
ever  toilsome.  He  disoharved  its  oomplicated 
'    '  3  with  the  greatest  duigenoe,  ability,  im- 


Ile  ocoaaiooiaUy  ioA  part  in  the  debates  which 
^mng  tip  on  ^eat  meaaores  br<»(^tforwardfor 
the  advancement  of  the  isteresta  of  the  oonntry, 
ud  was  always  heard  with  profbnnd  attentioii, 
uid,  I  believe,  with  a  thorough  oonviotion  of  his 
perfect  Int^ty.  InfleiiUy  adhering  always  to 
M^liat  he  believed  to  be  right,  if  he  ever  diqilayed 
warmth  or  imp^ence,  it  was  ezdted  by  what 
he  thonght  was  inducero,  or  base,  or  ignoble. 
Id  short,  Lawu  Wti.thiw  waaa  true  and  &dth- 
B  of  the  respectable  Btate  which  he  so 
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long  and  so  ably  served  in  the  National  Gonn- 
(jl^intelligen^  ^tdet,  unambitions,  loyal  to 
the  Union,  and  uniformly  patriotio. 

Ve  all  feel  and  deplore,  with  the  greatest 
sensibility,  the  heavy  loss  we  have  so  suddenly 
snstidned.  May  it  impress  us  with  a  Jost  sense 
of  the  fr^ty  and  uncertainty  of  human  lifb  I 
And,  profiting  by  his  example,  may  we  all  be 
fn^  prepared  for  that  which  is  soon  to  fbUow. 

"iba  resections  of  Hr,  Obuiak  were  then 
nnanimonalT  adopted ; 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOTTSS  OF  KKFBXSKSTATIVBB. 

TmraSDAT,  Febniary  34. 
Death  nfEon.  L»»i*  WMiamt. 

The  Jonmal  of  yesterday  having  been  read 
and  approved^ 

Ur.  RATmn,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed 
the  Hooae  as  follows : 

Ur.  SpxaEXB  :  I  rise  to  perform  amost  pain- 
ful and  melanohdy  dalf.  Fainfnl,  most  un- 
aflbctedly  psinAil,  it  is  to  me ;  snd  melanoholj 
it  ODght  to  be,  and  mnst  be,  in  the  asaoolations 
aooMnpanying  it,  to  the  members  of  this  Honse. 
The  Hon.  Lnna  Willukb,  a  memtter  of  this 
House  from  North  Carolina,  is  no  more.  He 
who  has  been  so  long,  and  I  may  say  so  affeo- 
tionately  entitled  "  the  FaUier  of  thu  Honse," 
has  finished  his  earthly  career,  Heendred  at 
his  boarding'house,  in  this  dty,  about  half-past 
one  o'olook,  P.  M.,  on  yesterday,  after  a  tkaH 
but  most  violent  illness  of  only  thirty-MX  honn 
in  duration.  All  that  medical  attentitm  and 
the  kindness  of  friends  could  do,  were  exerted 
in  his  behsU^  bat  all  in  vain.  From  the  very 
oommencemeDt  of  his  attack  death  seemed  to 
have  marked  him  for  Its  own. 

I  am  well  aware  that  no  words  of  mine  ood 
avail  him  aaght ;  no  sympathy  of  onrs  can 
restore  him  to  his  oouDti7  and  his  friends. 
And  It  now  only  remains  for  ns  to  perform  the 
last  sad  rites  to  bis  memory,  before  we  consign 
Um  to  thst  "  dust  whence  he  sprang." 

If  I  may  Im  allowed  to  refer  to  ^e  relations 
between  him  and  myself,  he  was  not  only  my 
oolleagne,  bnt  my  friend.  I  have  known  him 
long,  and  known  him  welL  Ever  sinoe  I  first 
formed  his  aaio^tonoe,  he  has  extended  to  me 
that  fHendahip  and  that  oonfidenoe,  of  which 
any  one  who  knew  him  might  j  nstly  feel  proud. 
How  mysterious  is  Divine  Providence  I  how 
weak  la  human  knowledge  I  Uttle.ali  little, 
did  I  suppose  cne  week  sinoeL  that  I  dionld  thus 
be  called  on  to  annonnoe  to  this  Honse  that  this 
politioal  patriaroh  had  fallen  1  Whatasadoom- 
mentary  is  this  upon  human  vai^ty — upon  the 
strife  of  contending  factions  I  Bnt  three  days 
dnoe  he  was  in  the  dlsoharm  of  bis  duties  on 
this  fioor,  now  he  lies  extended  on  the  bed  of 
death!  . 

The  deceased  was  In  the  fifty-eighth  year  of 
his  age.  He  presented  one  of  those  rare  in- 
stances in  our  histoiy,  of  a  man  whose  whole 
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lift  HUT  ^  "^^  ^  have  twen  devoted  to  the 
pablio  Mrrice  of  hia  ctxuitry.  He  first  cntoMd 
poUtJcal  life  in  1618,  when  be  wu  eleoted  to 
nmresent  bis  native  oonnt^  in  tiie  Legidatnre 
of  NorQi  Candina ;  and  so  aaUsfactory  was  bis 
oundoot  tfaere,  that  in  tbe  MIowing  ^ear  he 
wu  elected  to  represent  the  district  in  wbioh 
be  redded.  In  the  Honw  of  BeDreeentatiTea  of 
Uie  United  SUtea,  of  wbieb  boay  be  oontinaed, 
wttbont  iutennis^on,  to  b«  a  member  ^  tbe 
period  of  Ua  dealb, 

Tbe  bistotjof  fait  life  afforded  practical  r^- 
tatira  at  tbe  oO-repeated  slander,  that  a  lone 
course  of  pnblic  swrloe  is  Incompatible  wim 

Eintte  TiitiM  and  personal  honor.  It  Is  eqasUr 
Dstrative  of  that  endearing  eonfldenoe  vhi<A 
dioold  ever  exist  between  tbe  constitnent  and 
the  reproeentative— and  of  the  meed  of  t^ipro- 
bation  which  an  honest  people  are  ever  willing 
to  aooord  to  a  fbitbM  public  servant 

It  needs  no  labored  eulogy  from  me,  to  do 
jnstioe  to  the  raanner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  duties  on  this  floor.  It  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory that,  from  bis  first  appearance  here,  he 
wai  maAed  fiv  bis  habits  of  indnstrj,  and  his 
meekness  of  diaraoter,  oomtrfned  wiu  energy, 
Btoriing  sense,  and  disinterestedness  of  purpose. 
Tboae  wbo  liAve  lerved  with  blm,  wb<«ier  for 


the  progreM  ctf  bnidneas  thTODgh  this 
tad  was  ever  as  ready  to  sostafii  and  a 


[«  always  kn>t  a  vigilant  eye  on 
"     '  'i  this  Hoose; 

1  advocate 
those  measores  which  be  believed  to  be  for  tbe 
good  of  IUb  oountry,  as  to  oppose  thaw  which 
be  believed  to  be  ibaaded  in  injustice  and 
wrew.  Tbedotieaof  his  station  he  neverneg- 
laeled.  Neither  the  inekmen^  of  weather, 
itorpersonal  inconvenience,  everrsstrdoed  bim 
from  the  perfbrmasoe  of  his  trnsL  He  was  for 
yean  fovoraUyfaiown  to  this  Hoaaa  and  to-the 
oonntry,  as  the  able  and  effldent  chairman  of 
the  OcHnmlttee  <rf  Olaims ;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  vhOat  be  always  goarded  tbe^mblio  treas- 
me,  like  ^  bitiifiil  sentinel,  be  never  tnmed,  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  well-finmded  claims  of  jastice. 

His  talesta  were  of  tbe  nseAd  and  modest,  and 
not  of  the  showy  and  ostentations  order.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  the  duty  of  tfie  statesman 
nmristed  in  aeting  for  the  wetfue  of  Us  coun- 
ty, and  not  in  tataking  for  the  entertainment 
of  his  bearers.  He  spoke  but  Tsrely,  and  then 
but  briefly,  and  directly  to  the  saMect.  "' 
ol^eot  was  nsefblneas,  and  mat  di^lay. 
style  was  sa  terse  and  bold  as  it  was  vigoroui 
and  nnafiieoted,  Aad  we  sU  know  how  often, 
in  momenta  of  eonflision,  a  few  words  fh>m  bis 
^ps  removed  onr  diffieoltiea,  and  nlieved  the 
House  from  embarrassmenL 

In  his  intercourse  with  hli  fellotr-^embers 
I  need  not  s^,  what  is  well  known  here,  that 
he  was  nnifbrmly  mild,  conoilialory,  and  amia- 
ble. And  althou^  remarkable  for  the  firmness 
and  tenacity  with  which  he  adhered  to  hii  pur- 
poses and  bis  principles,  yet  those  who  knew 
him  well  know  that  he  alw^ra  axeidied  a  be> 


earning  charity  fbr  the  honest  diSniw  tt 
ofdnion  nttertuned  by  olhen.  Hewsidiiti*. 
goished  for  the  deoomm  and  orderly  prapnty 
of  bis  deportment  And  never,  in  tbe  dmI 
trying  and  exdtjng  sooies,  ^d  btmtbiktf^ 
the  digid^  of  his  station,  as  to  snfo  Ui  M- 
ings  to  triumph  over  bis  judgment.  A  ligil 
advocate  for  the  m^twuBoe  of  order,  be  i- 
ways  atrengtheaed  Us  precept  by  tbefmsrf 
bis  example. 

Snob  be  was  as  a  puftlw  man  in  t)wdi>lvg( 
QtpvMic  duty.  But  it  was  equally  in'  his  pi- 
vate  and  social  relaUona  that  fai»  duncKr 
presented  an  example  worthy  erf  inutatioD.  Si  I 
firm  and  unbending  int^ril^,  his  tueocnprmo-  ' 
log  devotion  to  prindple,  his  sorupukna  ngai 
for  tmth,  sincenty,  and  honor,  have  long  bea 
proverbial.  A  warm  and  devoted  frioid,  i 
charitable  and  Idsd-bearted  man,  hli  beut  vv 
always  responsive  to  the  appeals  of  sympiAj, 
his  pnrae  was  ever  open  to  the  voice  of  da- 
tress.  Soch  bdng  the  case,  mav  wenot  «tS 
and  truly  exclaim— an  honest  aaavirtoomaa 
has  died  I  His  course  baa,  indeed,  bcea  ■ 
eventfbl  one.  With  a  ealm  and  coatODplittit 
mind,  he  hoa,  fbr  more  than  aqnuterdsos- 
tary,  viewed  the  shifting  soenee  on  tbs  gn< 
drama  of  bis  ooimtry'stustory;  anddnH^tb 
darkest  periods  of  that  eoimtiT's  puil,  h*  lia 
dtiDg  to  her  vrith  patrlotla  affection.  H*  1m 
seen  peace  and  war,  prosperity  and  esltnitf, 
ezcitemeat  and  calm,  socoeeding  In  their  tvK 
He  has  seen  parties  and  adminisbatiODi,  hc6a» 
and  dynasties,  rise  and  ftlL  Yet  dnisf  iD 
the  twenty-eif^t  years  of  his  poUio  ctmr. 
ceosorious  as  is  the  wmU,  the  tongue  of  dsidv 
has  never  wbispwedangfat  against  Ui  lategril* 
and  his  virtue.  To  tbe  last  be  oontiDsed  w 
"  fight  the  good  fight,"  and  to  "  Inai  thttfiitt ' 
whkh  is  based  on  the  troe  princapus  cf  libo^ 
and  an  unwavering  devotion  to  the  free  imi' 
tutiona  of  his  ooanby.  LM  me  not  he  nin- 
deratood ;  I  have  *o  allusion  to  par^. 

Ho  matttt  how  others  may  be  siMid,  to 
colleagues  know  how  to  wpredata  hia  te 
How -often,  in  the  how  of  fflfflnd^,  bare* 
ooDSolted  hia  aomtd  praotical  wisdom  sad  birf 
integrttyl  He  etood,  as  it  were,  an  imperMtt- 
tion  of  the  character  of  the  "  CHd  Xccth  6tM 
whose  hiterests  herepreseotied  softUiMly.aM 
whida  he  loved  so  we]l->«omlAifDg  mtqf 
with  oatmnesis  patriotism  and  virtue  wilk  » 
pr^endin^  <(fauplidliy.  AUboagh  his  «an  «n 
no  more  list^  to  thernnmrariDgof  wilasfi|^ 
her  western  monntdnt;  altboogfa  hiisy«*3 
no  more  be  gladdened  with  tfaeviewofhitdfr 
native  hills ;  yet  his  memory  will  Kvs  in  t» 
hearts  of  bis  -confidbig  oonstitoaits,  smJ* 
banded  down  with  reverence  to  thwrfHttM* 
ing  diUdren. 

Althongh  we  raoum  bis  loss,  yet  we  un  Uf 
consolation  to  know,  that  he  died  la  "  Di*  t[^ 
nmphs  of  that  fdtb  "  to  whose  P»e5^ 
wmformed  in  life.  At  sneariysge  he  sB»»« 
bimsdf  to  the  Presbyterisn  diaroh,  »»/*" 
tinned  an  exemplar^  member  rf  tbe  mat  *•" 
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to  tlia  period  of  hia  deaUi.  He  nQvar  soffered 
jablic  an^  or  private  plManra  to  interfere  with 
tb6dndMnra<rfUuMeaati«  which  he  owed  to 
liii  God.  To  bb  leteet  breath  he  looked  with 
humble  utd  oiliii  reMgnaUoa  to  that  Great  and 
Good  Being,  in  whom  he  tmBt«d  when  living, 
ud  whom  be  "  confeased  before  men."  Hiom 
cf  m  who  witoeaaed  hia  Iwt  moinenta,  have 
had  read  to  oa  the  impreaaive  and  neTer-to-be- 
Ibi^ten  leaaOD,  with  what  quiet  compoaore 
a  Ouiitian  can  die.  He  haa  left  this  world 
fonverj'  but  itill 


Than 


Hofttejiut 


ttiU  Saulib  wbll*  Iw  a»f  In  diiH. 

Mr.  RATmR  thMi  sent  to  the  Olerk'a  table 
the  foUowing  reaolntirau : 

RttolTid,  'Hwt  the  Hduk  haa  bean!  with  the  live- 
Dest  «einibilitT  the  annaticiatiaii  of  the  death  of  tlie 
Hon.  LtwiB  WiLLUVS,  Ute  a  member  from  the  Blate 
of  Noith  Cinillaa,  aod  tlie  oldest  memtxr  in  wirice 
in  thia  House. 

Raolfid,  That  thia  Hoiwe  tendeis  to  the  raUtlTea 
of  the  dcoened  Aa  eiprenion  of  its  BTinpatliy  on 
lUa  ifficting  erent ;  and  n  a  teattmoD;  of  reipect 
fbr  the  Bunoij  t^  the  deceaied,  the  aembei*  and 
officoi  win  wear  orapo  on  the  left  arm  for  tliirt; 

XtttUid,  That  the  membeta  and  offloeta  of  thia 
Houso  will  Bttend  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Liwia 
WiLLLuu,  deceaaed,  lata  a  memtter  of  thia  Houae, 
ItMuonow,  at  18  o'cJodt  meridian. 

RnUatd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  auperintending  the  fimeral  of  the  deceaaed. 

The  reaolotiona  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  aaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
■eoood  the  motion,  and  ask  the  indnlgenoe  of 
the  fiooae  for  the  ntteraaoe  o(  a  fewworda, 
from  a  heart  ftiD  to  overflowing  with  angniali 
which  no  worda  can  axpreaa. 

Sir,  mj  soqnaintance  with  Ur,  Weujams 
oommenoed  with  the  second  Congreai  of  his 
■errice  in  lliia  Honee.  Twentj-five  jeara  have 
HDM  elapsed,  daring  all  which  he  lioa  been  al' 
wajs  here  at  his  poet,  alwaya  true  to  hia  tmst, 
always  adhering  liutlifdllj  to  bis  onstitoents 
and  to  hia  c<mDtc7 — elwaya,  and  throagh  every 
political  viaiaaitode  and  revolntion,  adhered  to 
iailhfnllr  \>j  them.  I  have  often  thoo^t  that 
this  ateadfaatneaa  of  mntoal  attoohmeot  be- 
tween tlie  Bepreaentative  and  the  ConBtitnent 
wan  oharaeteristio  of  both :  and,  concuniiig 
with  the  ideas  Just  ezpreeaed  with  snoh  tonoh- 
iog  doquence  br  hia  colleagne,  (Mr.  RATmiB,] 
[  &ve  habitoallf  looked  upon  Lawia  Wiuxuis 
M  the  true  portraiture  and  personificaUon  of 
the  people  of  North  Oamlina, 

Sir,  the  toaa  of  anch  a  man,  at  anj  Uma,  to 
bis  conntrr,  would  lie  great.  To  this  House, 
■tthia  jonottira,  it  is  irreparable.  Hiswisdom, 
bis  experience,  his  unsullied  InteRritf,  his  ar- 
dent  pabiotiam,  his  cool  and  deliberate  Jndg- 
mi^t,  his  oonoiliatory  temper,  his  firra  adher- 
ence to  prindpte — where  shall  we  And  a  sab- 
iiitute  for  them  t  la  the  distracted  state  of 
<>ur  pabho  oonaaela,  with  the  wormwood  and 
the  gall  of  personal  animoBities  adding  tenfold 


(>lore  the  beraavement  of  hit  preaenoe,  the  verr 
i^t  of  whoae  oonntenanoe,  the  very  sound  of 
irtioee  voice,  ocrald  recall  oa,  like  a  talinuan. 


itota  the  tempeat  of  hoetUe  paaalona  to  the  oalm 
oompoeore  of  bsrmonr  and  peace. 

lu.  Wmiuu  was  and  had  long  been,  in  the 
official  language  which  we  have  adopted  from 
tlte  British  Honae  of  OomnuuiB,  the  .JWA«r  of  the 
House ;  and  t^ouffh  my  junior  by  nearly  twmty 
years,  I  have  looked  np  to  Um,  in  thia  Honae, 
with  the  reverence  of  fiUal  afl^etion,  «a  if  he 
was  the  &thw  of  tu  alL    The  ■   ' 


gravi^  of  his  character,  tempered  as  it  waa  with 
habitiul  ^eerfnlDees  and  eqoaniml^,  peculiar- 
ly fitted  him  for  that  relation  to   uie  other 


members  <^  the  House,  while  the  ni 
oourtesy  of  hia  dqiortinent,  and  the  benevolence 
of  his  diapoaltjon,  Invited  every  one  to  oonrider 
him  aa  a  brother. 

Sir,  he  is  gone  I  The  placea  that  have  known 
him  shall  know  him  no  more ;  but  his  memory 
ahall  be  treasured  up  by  the  wiae  and  the  good 
of  his  oontemporanea,  aa  eminent  ajnong  the 
patriots  and  statearoen  of  this  our  native  knd ; 
and  were  it  poaaible  for  any  Kortheni  iMaom, 
within  thia  hall,  ever  to  harbor  for  one  moment 
a  wish  for  the  diaeolutlon  of  oar  National 
Unkai,  may  the  spirit  of  our  departed  friend, 
pervading  every  particle  of  the  atmosphere 
around  ns,  dispel  the  delnaion  of  his  aonl  by 
raminding  him,  that  in  that  event  he  would  no 
longer  be  tlie  the  countryman  of  I^wia  Wil- 

Mr.  v.  0.  JoRimov  rose  and  said :  I  rise, 
Ur.  Speaker,  to  add  mr  humble  tribute  to  the 
virtues  and  tnemotr  of  a  departed  friend — one 
who  I  may  truly  asy  stood  to  me  in  the  place 
of  a  fiither;  for,  when  young  and  ine^eri- 
enoed,  I  first  entered  this  ball,  it  was  to  hmi  I 
was  indebted  for  the  prudent  oonuael  and  kind 
aid  which  inei^ierience  always  finds  grateftil 
from  the  head  uid  heart  of  snoh  a  man.  Hia 
public  career,  Identifled  for  more  thap  a  quar- 
ter of  a  oentnry  wiHi  the  le^slation  of  this 
House,  is  one  npom  which  every  patriot  should 
delight  to  gaae.  "  Aa  Aristidea,  Jut ;  aa  Oato, 
pure ;  "  he  haa  stood  b«A>re  the  worid  the  ad< 
vocate  of  Juatice  to  individnalsand  the  Govem- 

Hls  ii 
oonsisteaoy  as  a  politician,  ai 
to  the  beat  interests  of  his  country,  are  too  dis- 
tingaisked  even  for  eulogy. 

Remarkable  for  his  sound  Judgmantand  cam- 
ion sense,  his  voice  was  never  raised  widiont 
ioatruction ;  and  his  pnrpoaes  were  never  per- 
verted amid  the  excitement  of  party  feeling. 

Thongli  not  brilliant  and  eltMuent,  yet  men 

brilliancy  and  eloqaenoe  in  this  hall  were  hia 
iuferiora ;  and  hia  tigM,  aafe  and  steadfast, 
shone  even  over  the  pUh  of  more  aspiring 
statesmen. 

Sudden  and  melancholy  aa  la  his  death,  he 
was  still  apored  long  aiid  fUthfiilly  to  serve  bis 
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DBtiT«  Sbtt«,  and  his  memory  will  be  among 
tlw  richest  oth^r  tresscrH. 

Vhen  called  to  TUt  mj  departed  friend,  I 
found  him  dnking  into  deirth,  and  at  the  hM- 
ride  of  the  djing  patriot  I  realized  the  loss 
which  I,  this  HoDHe,  and  thii  ooontrj',  have 
sQBtained ;  and  I  cannot  repreas  the  ntteranoe 
of  my  deep  grief  at  thla  indden  and  overwhdm- 
ing  bereftTement. 

It  is  with  an  aching  heart  I  have  now  risao 
to  apeak  the  laagaage  of  a  long-cherisbed  afleo- 
tloD  for  a  friend,  a  patriot,  and  an  honert  man. 

The  qnestitm  was  tlieD  taken  on  the  ad<q)tion 
flf  flw  leaolntiona,  and  the^  were  nnanimonalj 
adcmted. 

(m  motion  of  Ur,  SruaT,  the  nanal  meeaage 
waa  ordered  to  be  tent  to  the  Senate. 

And  the  Honse  adjourned. 

TiDineDAT,  Jime  1. 
Portrait  ^  Chlimbtu. 
The  Sfxakkb  jireaenfed  to  the  Honae  the 
following  oommonication : 

CoiauBiOK,  May  94,  IMS. 
IhllMffm.  BptaJcer  ofOuHmai  of  RtprMtmUMvu , 

Sia :  I  hare  the  honor  to  solicit  fonr  acoeptuioe, 
onbelialf  of  Congreaa,  of  Ihaaecompanjing  portrait, 
npreeenting  the  great  dlBcorerer  of  our  bemlqthere 
— the  inunortal  Columbus;  none  of  whoaeBk^eoei 
hitherto  extant  can  be  regarded  as  aalhntlc. 

WhUe  hi  diarge  of  our  l^ition  at  Hadrld,  It  waa 
my  good  fortune,  after  many  fhittlen  seaiehea  In 
queet  of  the  gennlne  Ubeneas,  to  fall  in  with  that  of 
iriiieh  I  now  pneent  the  eopj,  eieouted  for  me  by 
Staur  Xadraio,  director  of  the'  Royal  Muaeom  in  tliat 


«Mdtal. 
Ibece 


M  certlScate  annexed  to  the  portrait  of  Don  FeN 
aandea  da  Kararette  will,  no  doubt,  appear  ooncltudra 
M  to  ila  aweiiority  oTer  other  likenesses,  to  all  awue 
(and  an  who  Imow  hhu  are  bo)  as  well  of  Ids  hi^ 
aenae  othaaar^  aa  of  Ids  uniiTalled  acqnaklaiice  with 
the  history,  pnrate  and  public,  of  all  the  neat  cU>- 
ooTereia.     And  If^  sfler  referring  to  hia  teatunoniala, 
this  palntbig  be  regarded  worthy  your  acceptsnce, 
m;  latia&cdon  will  be  ebared  by  every  true  Ameri- 
can, In  Bering  it  placed,  aa  it  ou^t  to  be,  among  the 
HOpM  of  the  fathers  of  our  gnat  Reputdlc. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  ^r, 
With  the  greatest  reapect, 
Tout  obedient  Berrant, 
AETHUB  KIDDLETOy. 

Mr,  Etkbitt  and  Ur.  HouiEa  rose  nmnlta- 
neonsly. 

Mr.  ErxBRTT  mored  the  reference  df  tliis 
commnnicstion  to  the  Committee  on  the  U- 

Ur,  Holmes  Enbmitted  a  resolntion  of  acoept' 
■noe  of  the  portrut ;  that  it  be  placed  in  uie 
library  of  OongrcBs ;  and  that  the  (banks  of  tlie 
Honse  be  returned  to  the  donor. 

Mr.  EvKBBTT  reiterated  thot  it  was  proper 
that  the  communication  shonld  be  referred  to 
the  Oommlttee  on  the  Library  before  the  House 
took  any  final  action  on  the  subject. 

It  was  so  referred  according. 


nr  BEHATB. 

Fbidat,  June  8. 
T%e  AppitrtioruntiU  BiB. 

The  qnastion  pending  was  llie  moticB  rf  Ur. 
IfuaBT  to  amend  the  following  sedJoD: 

Sao.  I.  And  be  ilftiriker  tna^td,  Tkal,  b  tfirrj 
caaa  when  a  State  ta  entiUed  to  more  Uua  ai«  B^- 
reecBtaliTe,  the  nnmber  to  whi)^  eadiStattAdb) 
entitled  imder  this  amtortionment  riiali  bs  elMad  bf 
dlstridis  eompceed  of  oonUgnoos  teiritarT,  mH  i 
nnmlierto  lbs  number  of  BepresentatiTcs  loriU 
said  State  may  be  entitled— no  one  diatriii'  dMhi 
mote  than  one  BepreaMttatlT& 

Mr.  'WnioHT  had  mored  to  strike  fiom  tbi 
aboTB  eeotion  the  words  "  no  one  distriel  dtet- 
ing  more  than  one  Sefireaentatire,"  and  la  in- 
sert the  words  "  u  for  as  that  can  be  dooe  ii 
confoimitj  with  the  established  deetioo  tp- 
temaoftheBtatea;  bntno  State  shall, bjTinu 
of  the  prorlrions  of  thta  section,  consider  itatlf 
called  upon  to  divide  connliea,  or  othtr  sledioi 
diitriots,  for  tbe  poipoae  of  fiunisluDg  mi^ 
^striota," 

Mr.  Baqbt  observed,  that  whatever  thericn 
of  Senaton  on  this  side  of  the  House  w^ 
be,  with  r^;ard  to  the  second  section  of  thiM 
— whether  modified,  as  proposed,  or  not-^ 
was  opposed  to  it  In  any  form  in  whidtl 
could  be  presented.  He  conaidered  it  a  prrfO- 
sition  trhoHf  unconstitutional.  This  Goren- 
ment  possesses  no  powers,  except  those  ti- 
presaly  granted  to  it  in  the  oonatituUini,  ind 
the  power  to  pass  laws  necesaaj^  for  cairyuii 
out  thoae  eipreased  powera.  tils  he  tbffsw 
from  tho  context  of  the  ins^nment  itaelf ;  ai 
he. pointed  particularly  to  the  power  piarf 
by  the  constitution  to  the  L^islatnrM  of  dit 
States,  of  electing  two  Senators  each ;  and  ait 
ed,  was  not  the  same  right  insured  to  the  pel- 
pie  of  the  States  to  elect  their  own  Beprwenl*- 
tivesi  What,  he  asked,  was  it  that  ledlotla 
Kevolntion,  but  the  denial  of  the  right  of  r^n- 
sentatlon!  and  was  not  this  ocmtitatioa  > 
guarantee  of  the  corrective  ? 

Borne  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  althoa^ 
the  genera! -ticket  aystem  may  be  more  coatt- 
nient  to  some  of  the  States,  jet  precedNt,  ua 
the  sanction  of  years,  have  Men  In  faior  <j  UK 
disbict  system.  In  great  political  qneatiaB^ 
however  much  entitled  to  eonsideratioii  brtk 

Crecedent  and  the  sanction  of  former  agei  luv 
e,  yet  &e  eiperienoe  and  Om  tDdgment  c^ 
the  present  generation  ahonld,  in  nis  nuad,  U 
entitled  to  preferent». 

He  reviewed  in  debdl  the  argnmeiita  in  &" 
of  the  district  syetom,  pelted  oat  thur  ftlliTF 
as  he  proceeded,  and  ehowing  that  the  of*'*- 
tion  of  such  a  system,  instead  of  prodscuu  ilu* 
balsnoe  of  interests  in  the  National  Ls^uslnn 
contemplated  by  the  framen  of  the  oooitilatioB, 
would  destroy  that  bdaoce.  H  the  effect  of  t» 
general-ticket  system  waa  to  give  the  Itf^* 
popnlations  of  the  large  States  a  prepoodeww 
over  the  small  popQlatJons  of  the  small  SUles, 
that  was  a  circnmstanoe  foreseen  by  the  fiamai 
of  the  oonstitntion ;  and  it  was  well  nndew'"* 
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tbtt  such  preponderance  was  ineviUbk.  To 
biiuiw  it,  the  Beoate  was  oouBtitnted  upon 
neb  a  ftnmdation  as  to  aecnre  to  every  State, 
irbether  ]»igB  or  bduU,  on  eqnalitj  in  its  repre- 
KBtation  in  one  branch  of  th«  Legialatnre. 

H«  oooteoded  tlut  it  waa  antirelj  vinmaij 
to  hope,  by  any  obaitfa  from  the  general-tiDket 
iTdem  to  tbe  dirtriot  ajrstem,  to  effect  the 


olject  of  rn 


minorities,  as 


repreaenting  mu 
Trie  whole  fbni 
Ae  n^ublicaa  inatitationa  of  ttua  ooontir,  VM 
twed  qn  the  prini^le  of  tbe  m^oritj  b«ng 
(Dtitled  to  tbe  goTenunent  of  the  whole.  The 
rery  principle  of  the  capaott;  of  men  to  govern 
diemaelTea,  reeted  on  tlus  element  of  repablican 
institndoiM.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  nnderatood 
u  denyins  the  right  of  micoritjea.  He  had 
been  bred  in  tho  school  of  minorities ;  bnt  he 
believed  tiie  right  of  tboee  in  the  minority  waa 
wcnred  in  the  ripht  to  vote. 

He  nipported  hia  argument  aa  to  the  uncon- 
gtitntionifitr  of  ibe  district  system,  by  raferenoe 
to  the  prooMdinss  <tf  oonventiona  in  Bereral 
States.  He  aake^  would  anjr  gentleman  con- 
tend that  U  waa  conalitntioDar  to  divide  one 
coimfy  entitled  to  foor  members,  into  four  dis- 
triet&  oonfinioK  a  voter  to  vote  for  only  one 
member,  and  aeoTing  him  the  right  of  voting 
for  the  other  three  Bepreaentatiyea  of  hia  conn- 
ty  t  The  constitntion  entitles  the  TOt«n  of  the 
connty  to  vote  according  to  their  respediye 
DDmbOTB ;  and  the  respective  nnmbera  of  ttiat 
cDontr  oititte  it  to  foor  members.  But  Con- 
sreaa  s^a  no  voter  in  such  oonnty  shall  vote 
ior  these  fbnr  members :  bow  can  such  an  order 
becoDstitntionalt  And  if  it  is  not  in  this  ease, 
it  cannot  be  in  respect  to  the  whole  State. 

If  it  waa  true  liiat  the  adoption  <rf^egenwal- 
ticlet  system  would  lead  to  a  great  overgrown 
oligarcbj,  it  was  not  his  fault,  or  that  of  tbe 
Senator;  for  he  waa  quite  satisfied  both  had 
the  aame  ot;fect  In  view — the  best  means  of  se- 
cnring  popniar  rights.  But,  if  any  change  was 
neoeaaarj,  it  could  not,  he  contended,  be  effect- 
ed  coastitutionsUy  in  any  other  way  than  that 
pointed  out  by  die  constitution  itself.  Would  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  asy  that  snch  an  organic 
law  oonldbepassed,  according  to  tbe  constitnllonl 
Mr.  OntrnNDBK  explains^  that  he  bad  made 
nse  of  the  term  "  organic  law  "  in  reference  to 
a  Iaw  neoeasary  to  organise  the  Houae  of  Bep- 
reseatatives. 

Mr.  Baobt  was  ^ad  the  Soiator  had  called 
his  attention  ba^  to  Om  inganixation  of  the 
Hooae  of  Bepresentstives.  He  considered  it  a 
great  miitake  to  soppose  that  local  interests 
H-cre  to  be  representea  in  detail  in  that  House; 
—these  detaiu  were  taken  care  of  in  the  State 


LegUaturo,  intended  to  represent  the  people  of  a 
State  ocdlectdvdy,  in  reference  to  matters  of  na- 
tional import  or  affeotins  the  intereets  of  States. 
He  wuted  to  have  ue  whole  people  repre- 
sented in  the  whole  number  of  their  Represenl- 
atiTes.    He  wished  to  eqjoy  the  right  of  an 


American  citizen,  which  he  oonudered.Mra- 
mount  to  the  lights  of  ^tber  a  Senator  or  Bep- 
resentatJve ;  and  it  was  in  maintenance  of  that 
primary  right  that  he  contended  for  the  eqjoy* 
ment  of  the  right  to  vote  for  every  Bepreaeub- 
ative  of  his  St^e,  as  well  as  for  the  Repreaent* 
ative  of  bis  own  vidnity. 

The  hill  waa  not  only  consUtntional  in  prio- 
ciple,  hut  grossly  nnoonstitntional  in  Its  details. 
It  is  oont^ded  that  Ckingresa  has  power  over 
the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  eleouous,  in  tlw 

g)wer  to  alter  the  regulations  of  the  States, 
at  he  could  point  ont  many  things  in  rdation 
to  tbe  Ijme,  manner,  and  place  of  eleotJoo^ 
which  solely  belong  to  the  Statea,  ana 
which  Oongrees  could  not  constitutionally  at> 
regulate.    And  if  Oongrees  was  pro- 


from  Interfering  in  the  mannerproposedby  this 
bilL  ■  It  may  tra  passed  into  a  law ;  bnt  it  will 
be  A  dead-letter  law,  for  it  never  can  be  carried 
out.  He  did  not  know  how  many  States  would 
obey  it;  bnt  he  knew  at  least  one  State  which 
never  would.  It  might  be  called  an  order, 
mandate,  or  a  regulation ;  its  name,  however, 
would  not  sanction  its  osurpation.  He  would 
ask  for  the  grant  of  the  power,  satisfied  that  It 
could  not  be  produced.  If  gentlemen  are  con- 
vincod  that  the  crisis  baa  arrived  in  which  it  ia 
imperatively  necossaiy  to  act,  and  to  act  do- 
oidvely,  how  did  it  happen  that  they  stopped 
short  half-way,  and  proposed  to  sooomplidi 
only  half  the  work  neoeasary  to  oarry  ont  tha 
change  they  contemplated !  Why  not  oome  oat 
like  men,  and,  if  they  have  the  power,  assert  it, 
when  the  necessity  is  so  ^parent  and  imperi- 
ons  t  He  could  not  help  looking  to  the  oansa> 
qnenoes  whioh  must  result  from  this  biU  being 
adopted,  and  attempted  to  be  carried  out  !■  its 
present  form.    These  conseqnenoes  are  nnavotd- 

Be  did  not  deny  the  power  of  Oongress  over 
the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  eleotion&  in 
reference  to  making,  or  altering  regulations 
made,  or  neglected  to  bo  made,  by  the  States ; 
but  thia  power  did  not,  and  could  not,  reach  to 
the  interference  with  any  personal  ri^ta  sa- 
cured  to  every  citizen  by  the  oonatitntirai.  He 
wonid  illnstrate  his  meaning;  As  to  tim^  Con- 
gress mi^t  direct  a  partlouar  day  for  elections 
— such  as  the  Irst  d^  of  August ;  as  to  plac& 
Oongress  might  direct  that  the  elections  should 
be  held  at  the  county  seats  of  each  oonntyj  or 
in  different  precincts;  as  to  manner,  it  mi||ht 
direct  the  vote  to  tie  taken  by  ballot  or  vna 
wee;  bnt  it  eonld  not,  constitntionally,  order  a 
voter  to  vote  for  one  man  and  not  another. 
Kow,  here  was  on  nnconstitntional  usurpation 
of  power,  which  woold  be  a  direct  violation  of 
the  oonstitntion. 

He  maint^ed  that  every  qoalifled  voter  of 
a  State,  bad  the  right  to  rote  for  every  mem- 
ber to  whioh  Buoh  State  was  entitled  to  repre- 
sent her  tu  the  Honse.  If  any  other  course  was 
pursued,  the  dedgn  of  the  oonstitntion  wonld 
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IV  Apporti 


be  defeated ;  (br  the  coiutitDtioii  secures  to  each 
State  ber  proper  quota  of  RepreeentatiTes,  to 
be  elected  b;  ue  people  of  Bacli  State — not  bj 
a  portion  of  the  people,  bnt  hj  the  whole  peo- 
ple. He  argued  tliat,  if  the  district  system  was 
a  proper  one  by  the  constitution.  Congress  had 
the  power  tn  adopt  it,  and  fix  its  details;  bnt 
that  she  had  no  right  to  call  opoo  any  State  to 
do  it.  An  sot  making  such  a  oaH,  would  be 
therefore  nnconst^tntional.  The  march  of  Fed- 
eral power  was  to  be  more  strongly  marked  b 
this  Congress,  than  by  any  precedbig  one  since 
the  formation  of  the  Qovenunent.  He  meant 
that  the  Federal  Government  had  made,  and 
waa  making,  greater  stretches  towards  engross- 
ing the  powers  of  the  States,  than  at  any  pre- 
vions  period  in  the  bistoi?  of  Congress. 

The  National  Treasury,  too,  had  become  as 
empty  aa  space.  The  Government  b  bankmpt ; 
Its  credit  IB  destroyed.  Ton  have  instjtnted 
loans,  and  gone  into  market  with  your  certifl- 
oates,  which  could  not  he  dispoe^  of  on  any 
terms.  Ton  have  refused  to  bring  back  to  the 
Treasury  one  of  the  standingsouroes  of  revenue, 
^oa  beg  with  one  band  ana  give  away  wiUi  the 
otb^.  One  of  the  Federal  encroachments  was 
to  be  fonud  in  the  establishment  of  the  baak- 
rnpt  law,  which  Congress  had  refused  to  sus- 
pend. The  bill  before  the  Senate  was  another 
step  towards  Federal  encroachment  A  meas- 
ure was  now  in  progress  in  this  body — for  what 
porposet  For  the  purpose. of  stripping  the 
Btates  of  thmr  criminaljurisdiction— not  in  all 
cases,  bnt  such  as  the  Federal  Govenuaeut,  in 
ita  discretion,  thinks  proper  to  prescribe. 

He  hoped  this  eonree  of  lepslation  wonld 
BOon  he  arrested,  and  that  a  return  would  be 
made  to  the  first  principles  of  this  Government 
He  viewed  the  tendencies  of  snob  measures  as 
this,  in  connection  with  other  measares  in- 
fiinging  upon  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  sev- 
eral Btat««.  as  the  lion's  tracks  on  the  broad 
plain— alt  leading  to  one  den.  No  encroach- 
ment conld  be  made  on  the  sovereign  powers 
of  the  States  that  did  not  weaken  thein  and, 
in  the  same  ratio,  aggrandize  and  consolidate 
power  in  the  Federal  Government  This  was 
a  progression  that  could  not  long  continue, 
without  reaching  a  point  at  which  an  organic 
change  would  be  Inevitable. 

Suppose  it  sbonld  happen  that  this  law  would 
be  passed)  he  asked,  what  wonld  lie  the  fir«t 

aaestion  put  to  gentiemen  on  their  return  to 
lelr  constituents  t  Wonld  it  not  be,  What  in 
the  world  pot  it  into  your  head  to  Tote  for  this 
ohangeT  What  oocaaionwas  thereforit?  We 
did  not  call  for  it,  or  want  it.  The  people  of 
Qeorgia,  of  Alabama,  of  Mississippi,  Ac,  Ac., 
did  not  call  for  it,  or  want  it.  Iliere  was  no 
necetd^  for  It. 

Mr.  Gbahak  wished  very  much  to  see  the 
vote  taken  on  this  occasion ;  and  it  was.  there- 
fbre,  with  reluctance  he  felt  blmsetf  obfiged  to 
delay  that  event  by  expressing  his  views  In  re- 
lation to  the  subject  He  bad  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  remarks  <^  the  Senator 


mmmtsm.  [ITnCtM, 

fh>m  Alabama,  and  was  not  a  little  sarprncd 
to  find  a  doctrine — advanced  by  Um  for  S« 
first  tjme,  as  far  as  he  knew — that  all  ths  6Wes 
are  constitntionally  bound  to  eetsbUA  the  ^- 
eral-ticket  system. 

Hr.  G.  entered  at  largo  into  the  rtfnta&not 
this  doctrine,  and  onoted  several  pampsfen 
the  Federalist,  to  uiow  that  the  dWrkt  tjHm 
was  the  mode  of  electing  members  to  the  popi- 
lar  branch  of  the  Natimal  Leglriitan^  turn- 
t«mplated  bv  tiie  foonders  of  the  cinatitiitioe. 
He  bad  not  been  able  to  find,  in  the  debalas 
the  convention,  that  any  one  was  tn  broref 
the  adoption  of  the  general-ticket  systsBL  lit 
district  system  was  adopted  by  moat  of  tM 
Btates  immediately  after  the  latifieatioB  rf  Hie 
constitntton ;  and,  among  these,  was  1b«  SWe 
of  Virginia,  in  which  Mr.  MadisM),  Geo.  ^lA 
ington,  and  many  of  the  tmaen  M  the  nosli- 
tution  resided.  It  was  dear,  then,  that  ttt 
system  was  considered  not  only  nndcobttdl; 
constitutional,  hut  moet  eli^ble.  He  aeit  re- 
viewed the  evidences  of  pnbtio  opbiion  in  hrtt 
of  the  district  system,  from  the  orgnuntica 
of  the  Government  down  to  the  year  ISIt.  !l 
was  a  system  so  much  in  ftvor  with  the  pwjl( 
of  North  Carolina,  that  Dr.  Smith  brongbtl^ 
subject  before  tbe  House  of  RepreeciitatiTci  i> 
1830,  in  a  resolution  in  favor  of  an  BmeniDMBi 
to  tbe  constitntion— that  RepreaentatiTte  slwoM 
be  so  elected ;  and  the  vote  on  it  was  H  je^ 
64  nays ;  and  it  was  only  for  want  of  two-tWri 
that  it  failed.  He  referred  to  Hr.  McDalkV 
report  In  fhvorof  makinga  nniftmiUwfbrlh 
election  of  members  for  the  Honae  of  R^ 
sentativea.  In  the  sentimenta  ot  which  be  M* 
oononrred. 

Hr.  G.,  for  the  purpose  cf  ahowisg  flut  ^ 
was  not  the  flret  time  that  tbe  aoUNt  of  S^ 
tricting  the  States  had  been  agitated  Ib  C«*- 

Sess,  read  extracts  from  this  report  rf  M'- 
cDnffle,  to  establish  the  ftct  that  it  had  h( 
only  received  the  oonntenanoe  of  OMigfe«H  W 
of  the  people  of  the  States.  He  odndM  ^ 
that  gentieman,  that  it  was  highly  eipediot  hi 
adopt  that  system.  He  argned  that  te  ffH 
country  of  which  he  had  any  knowledoe,  »b« 
a  Representative  Oovemment  existed  at  » 
they  had  not  elected  by  the  whole  mass  of  tbt 
voters ;  but^  on  the  other  hand,  in  eveir  gcns- 
try  which  possessed  freedom  to  any  eiteel,  th 
people  had  elected  ttidr  pnbHe  agotU  hf  m- 
tricts^  parishes,  oonntiet,or  wbatevertbcywft^ 
called ;  so  that  evidenoea  of  t*e  pnWie^ih"" 
might  bo  bronglit  to  tiie  c^lcl.  In  *™  J* 
have  a  correct  representation,  there  AooW  " 
something  of  intimacy  between  the  BeprsMal*' 
tive  and  his  constitnents,  so  that  be  irig**"- 
plain  to  them  the  opinions  which  he  entutmM 
of  puKio  afWre,  and  give  to  them  an  aowo* 
of  Ins  stewarfahip.  This  was  the  ease  wb« 
the  district  ijBtem  was  in  fbroe,  hot  not  so  wna 

the  generd-ticket  srslcm. 

In  order  to  have  a  Wr  r^HWMitatioi,  nj» 
necessary  that  the  Representative  shoaJdM^ 
an  opportunity  to  meet  the  pec^lebe  ttfU*"^ 
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hM  to  &oe.  This  oonld  onlr  be  done  bj  the 
district  sf  Item,  Whan  the  distriota  are  made 
of  a  oonTenient  rize,  a  man  most  have  i 
worth  than  mere  talent  to  recommend  hi 
the  coDiideratioD  of  llie  people — he  most  also 
luT«  virtae,  which  was  eseential  in  a  Bepre- 
Motative.  He  believed  it  was  necessary,  to 
preserve  the  Be[»eeeatative  ivstem  in  it^  puritj, 
to  biiog  Um  representative  in  a  close  alliance 
with  the  eooatdtmno7.  This  could  not  be  done 
tliroogfa  the  ganeral-4icket  system.  Of  the  vir- 
toM  of  the  oandUatea,  it  vrodd  be  difficnlt  for 
the  mass  o£  Om  population  of  a  State  to  know. 
Ur.  O.  oonteoded  that  the  evidences  of  the 
pDblio  sentiment  were  in  favor  of  the  district 
ijsteni.  He  qooted  Ifr.  Hadisoc,  irom  the 
Federalist,  to  Hustain  him  in  the  position  that 
tlie  pUn  proposed  was  excellent  and  pro 
ukI,  m>  far  from  being  a  role  through  wnii 
aiqaire  new  power,  it  was  one  merely  to  , 
dnce  nni&innltj.  The  Bjitem  was  not  a  novel 
one,  bat  was  ItHig  known  to  the  American 
people,  aftd  was  pressed  npon  tlie  conaderation 
I  of  Coi^ceis  by  t£e  people,  not  only  as  a  matter 
I  of  emerienoe,  bat  aa  a  constitational  provi^n, 
for  tne  pnrposs  of  preventing  the  institntiona 
of  the  oonnby  &inn  fatUag  into  the  hands  of  a 

It  was  admitted,  he  believed,  on  oU  hands,  sc 
br  as  be  understood  the  argument,  that  Oon- 
mm  might  disbict  the  ^ates,  and  cause  the 
R^iresentatives  to  be  elected  aooording  to  the 
district  mten;  yet,  it  was  arsnied,  that  if  she 
preferred  the  district  system,  aEie  must  execute 
the  law — she  must  lay  off  the  districts,  bnt 
conld  not  oommand  the  States  to  do  it ;  that  is, 
if  abe  Iegialat«d  at  all  apcm  the  sabject,  she 
could  not  do  it  partially,  but  moat  do  it  folly, 
tod  leave  nothing  to  depend  upon  the  volition 
of  the  States. 

Now  h«  Oti,  a.)  muntained  that,  by  the  sa- 
pcneding  power  in  the  oonatitution,  which 
gives  Coogreaa  the  right  to  alter  the  regulatioi 
of  the  States  as  to  the  times,  place,  and  maont. 
of  election  of  B^resentatives,  she  had  the  right 
to  declare  that  tlie  district  system  should  be 
ideated,  without  ezecnting  it.  She  has  the 
right  to  supenede  what  the  States  have  done 
Dpon  the  But^ec^  which  involved  the  further 
right  to  make.  The  power  given  to  the  States 
over  the  salgeot  was  a  mwe  tmsteeahip,  and 
aotabscdate;  bat  liable  to  be  snperseded,  and 
capable  of  being  controlled  by  the  action  of 
CoagnM.  If  OoDgress  has  the  power  to  estab- 
lish and  lay  (^  the  district  system,  she  has  the 
power,  also^  b>  grant  a  tmstoeship  to  ezeonte 
the  law  for  her. 

Ur.  BnoHaHAV  had  not  yet  spoken  <Ht  this 
•nbjeot  at  all,  nor  did  he  know  that  he  would ; 
bnt  it  ^tpeared  to  him  that  the  Senator  had  not 
yet  tononed  on  the  main  point ;  and  that  was, 
whether  he  oonsidered  Coogross  had  a  right  to 
order  the  States  to  carry  oat  this  law  I  and,  if 
■o,  how  the  power  is  to  be  enforced?  and,  if 
Congresa  passed  the  law.  was  it  not  boimd  also 
to  carry  it  ont  Itwlf  f 


Hr.  Obabui  said  he  understood  tlie  Senator 
from  Kew  York  to  ooncede  the  whole  power; 
and  all  he  contended  for  was,  that  Congress 
might,  at  its  discretion,  exercise  the  power  in 
part,  ia  preference  to  an  exercise  of  the  whole 
power.  Bat  until  Congress  acted,  the  power 
of  the  State  Lepslatores  oyer  the  qneation  wu 
full.  But  the  power  became  absolate  in  Con- 
gress BO  soon  as  she  acted  upon  the  sabject.  In 
reply  to  the  argument  that  there  was  no  caase 
for  the  action  of  Oongreas,  no  State  having  f^- 
ed  to  provide  for  election  of  Bepresentt^ves; 
he  muntained  that  Congress  coida  act  without 
a  State  being  in  defatilt.  Be  did  not  think  it 
was  properto  defer  the  exercise  of  snch  apower 
till  some  State  should  be  in  defbnit.  It  was 
better  to  provide  in  antidpation,  and  not  watt 
till  snch  default  should  occur,  when  the  feelings 
and  affectiona  of  the  people  wonld  be  fixed. 

In  conclusion,  he  contended  that  if  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  should  fail  to  district  the 
States  under  this  law,  Congress  would  be  oUiged 
to  declare  elections  nnder  any  other  system  null 
and  void.  It  would  not  be  neccesory,  in  defatilt 
of  action  by  any  States,  to  attempt  to  fbrce^  by 
the  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  any 
snch  States  to  act.  If  they  fuled  to  elect  undw 
the  law,  their  Bepresentatives  wonld  be  repa' 
dieted  and  a  new  election  ordered.  He  fhrtner 
argued  that  it  would  be  a  departure  from  the 
theory  of  the  constitntion,  and  from  what  ft 
was  intended  I^  its  framers.  to  adopt  a  general- 
ticket  system,  which  looked  rather  to  a  repre- 
aentatioa  of  States  than  to  individual  citizens. 
The  Senate  was  the  body  in  which,  by  the  con- 
stitution, the  6tat«B,  as  sovereignties,  were  in- 
tended to  be  represented:  ana  the  House  of 
Eepresentatiree  the  body  m  which  the  people 
were  intended  to  be  represented — not  as  com- 
munlticH,  but  as  individaal  citizens.  The  in- 
terests of  individuals  would  bo  swallowed  up 
and  lost  ^ght  o^  if  the  principle  of  representing 
States  or  communities  in  both  branches  of  Con- 

'oss  should  be  established  as  a  principle. 

Kr.  W.1XXKB  observed,  that  b^ore  the  Legla- 
latore  of  his  State  should  meet  at  its  next  regu- 
lar session,  if  this  bill  was  passed  in  its  present 
form,  the  election  of  her  Bepresentatives  must 
take  place  before  any  law  of  the  State  can  be 
lassed  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  Ccngreas, 
low,  then,  was  tiie  State  to  be  represented  at 
the  next  Congress,  if  the  power  existed  of  re- 
jecting its  Bepreeentativee  for  not  being  elected 
■".  conformilj  with  this  law? 

He  contended  that  this  bill  wonld  be  a  return 
to  the  prinuples  of  the  old  confederation.  Both 
Mr.  Uadisou  and  If  r.  Jefferson  had  declared  the 
difference  between  the  old  confederation  and 
the  new  Constitution  t^  the  United  etates,  vaa, 
that  the  powers  of  the  old  confederation  were 
:ised  as  imperative  mandates  on  the  States; 
whereas  the  constitution  secured  to  the  States 
the  principle  that  no  powers  shonld  be  exercised 
over  the  States  bnt  those  they  agreed  specnflcoJly 
shonld  be  so  exercised. 

It  was  never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of 
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the  cooBtitutioi)  that  CoagrMS  would  , 
law  oonipeUiog  a  Btate  to  paw  a  law,  aaj  more 
than  that  it  would  h&re  power  to  compel  a  man 
to  Tot«  for  a  law  whldi  he  believed  to  be  lu- 
constitDtionaL  Sappow  the  8tat«  of  Alabama 
should  coDlinae  of  opinion  that  tbe  mandate  of 
the  conBtitoUon  is,  that  electlona  shell  be  hj 
general  ticket ;  whatwoold  betheconseqaenoe 
of  attempting  to  enforce  this  law,  ordering  tJiem 
to  cbonge  their  system  to  the  district  Bjstem, 
bnt  that  Alabama  ehonld  either  go  without  anj 
representaUoD,  or  that  her  citizens  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  for  a  law  thej  believed  to 
nncoDstitnlional  ?  This  is  going  baok  to  the 
prindplcs  of  the  old  confederation,  the  great 
evil  of  which,  Ur.  Jefferson  says,  was,  that  it 
Issned  its  mfnAmtt^  to  sovereign  States,  compel- 
llng  them  to  obedience. 

Every  law  which  Congress  has  power  to  poM, 
it  must  have  power  to  execute.  Who  wEU  be 
sent  to  execute  this  law  t  Will  it  be  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  St«tea,  who  Is  sworn  to 
carrj  out  the  laws  of  Congress  t  Can  ha  go 
into  every  State,  and  ooropel  le^slatores  to 
assemble  and  pass  a  law,  and  then  compel  Hie 
Governor  to  rign  Hie  law  I  Tbe  proposition 
InvolTes  on  abMirdity,  Tbo  whole  thing  is  an 
absnrdi^. 

Ur.  Batabd  interposed.  He  took  it  for 
graated  that,  when  ■  qaestion  is  asked  in  ar^- 
ment,  it  Is  either  for  the  purpose  of  obtainmg 
an  answer,  or  for  assnmiDg  the  Bdmissioa  of  an 
implied  oonclasion.  Now,  he  was  ready  to  an- 
swer Uie  Senator's  questions,  but  not  to  admit 
hia  inference.  His  answer  was,  that  tltere  was 
adther  absurdity  nor  want  of  precedent  in  this 
mode  of  orinK  a  power,  wlthont  asserting  the 
exeoatdon  of  uie  law,  which  is  left  fortheStates 
themselves  to  execnte. 

He  referred  to  tiie  ISth  poragr^h  of  the  8th 
section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the  conatitntion,  for 
a  case  in  point  That  paragraph  is:  Confess 
shall  have  power  "  to  provide  for  organizing, 
anniog,  ana  dtsoiplining  the  militia,  and  for 
governing  snoh  part  of  them  as  may  bo  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  tU^es,  re- 
serving to  the  States  re^otively  the  appoint- 
ment  chT  the  officers,  and  the  anthoritv  of  train- 
ing the  mililda  accoriUng  to  the  disofpline  pre- 
smbed  by  Con^resa."  Now^e  asked  the  Ben- 
ator  ftom  Miaaiarippi,  (Ur.  VfAJMxa,)  waa  not 
this  an  instiuioe  in  which  Congress  had  the 
power  to  pass  a  law  re^nlaUDg  the  discipline  of 
the  militia  t  Yet  it  might  be  said  becmise  the 
State  had  tbe  appointment  of  Uie  officers,  and 
the  officers  commanded  the  militia,  Congress 
coold  not  make  nee  of  that  force  to  execnte  its 
own  law.  It  waa  for  Conereae  to  make  tbe 
law,  and  for  the  State  L^;iuatnres  to  provide 
the  means  of  carrying  It  oat  Snob,  too,  was 
the  case  in  relation  to  the  bill  befoie  t^  Senate. 

Ur.  Wxuax  eaid^if  that  was  so.  Congress 
most  wdt  till  the  offloers  are  appointed  by  tbe 
States  before  it  csn  attempt  to  cany  ont  its 
laws  by  military  force.  And  here  the  Senator 
had  given  a  deer  demonstration  Uiat  the  ProA~ 
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ed  to  cairy  ont  the  laws  who  were  H 
Congress  for  not  oanying  them  oit-«ottkt 
omsuui,  who  deny  thdr  oonstitatioBdtUitt' 
tiontoob^theUw.  Was  there  invponrtA 
pass  a  law  to  cany  this  law  Into  Act,  Aodi 
the  officOTS  t4ipoint«d  to  canyitoDtM  t«Jo 
sot  It  conld  not  be  done;  whit^ibowitte 
it  is  not  a  power  within  Qie  mMBiag  tf  tte 
proviso  in  the  constitnlion,  that  OoignB  riid 
have  power  to  pass  all  laws  neoeaMry  to  tsaj 
oat  the  enumerated  powen  of  the  ecastitntioa 

It  was  beoanse  he  wiahedtodlseo1lnga«ill» 
ions  bMween  the  States  and  the  Ooienl  Gn- 
emment,  that  he  had  risea  to  c^ipCM  ttt 
elaose.  He wu In&Torttf  the dislziet ijMsa; 
bnt  he  waa  opposed  to  osrrying  It  to  toAs- 
tremes  as  to  carve  up  distriota  in  ndi  a  BMMa 
as  to  make  than  temptatioiia  for  geiiiiiiaite- 
ing  tKm  <me  to  aitother.  He  ecola  act  M 
look  upon  this  law  a  a  taw  tanffing  to  ln« 
OoDsrass  Into  eontempt;  for  tbe  iwtvw 
be,  ff  it  is  pawed,  that  Bepreseotathes  dKitl 
in  contravention  of  the  law  most  be  sdmtaJ 
to  their  teats — evindng  a  practical  Uhntiitia 
of  its  nullity. 

Ur.  Bivas  had  listened  with  atttotiaDtatit 
remarks  of  tJie  Senator  tram  Nwth  Osmlin 

well  and  s*    ' 


been  for  the  aUnritoi  which  the  Bensltf  W 
made  to  the  aotionof  Ytrgbiia  iolBlL  Ei 
agreed  In  evwy  thing  the  Senator  had  wd  a 
fiivor  of  the  district  ^stem  in  prsfbraMstsAi 
general-ticket  system.  Bat  he  eontaided  lU 
all  the  prooeedlnga  towhioh  tha  BsaeUfW 
alluded,  were  for  the  purpose  of  prceiuiii|> 
amendmentto  theoomtitalioii,  aMBotuu) 
indication  that  Congress  onsht  to  exerdsi  w 
power.  HeobsllenaedtfaaBaialartopoiiitiri 
a  solitary  instance  m  wUck  It  hsd  cm  bM 
proposed  or  snggceted  tliat  OonereH  ihciaU  t 
ercise  this  power  of  ordering  the  district  tp 
tern  to  be  established  throaghoot  the  SuM 
It  was  too  delicate  a  power  to  be  ssed  vitM 
imperioUB  ueceamty.  His  main  objs^on  M 
yet  nnanawered:  it  was,  that  if  thit  li'M 
passed  now,  another  Congress  mi^  °°'°fJ2 
and,  fbr  party  purposes,  repeal  it^  sod  ertslU 
the  general-ticket  system. 

}b.  Hxin>EBK>x,  in  answer  to  the  oimo 
which  had  been  repeatedly  asked,  Would  Oo- 
gress  command  tM  obemenoe  i^  the  SDMI 
replied  Iqr  reading  tlie  danse  in  Ute  bffl,w 
stating  that  all  Oongresi  conceived  it  um»kij 
to  do  was  to  pass  the  Uw.  Itwastbedeff* 
the  legislatons  of  the  States  to  enr  It  BO. 

The  Senate  then  a^Jomned. 

Satusdat,  Jane  4. 

7^  ApporUo«mt»t  BSB. 

The  question  pending  wban  the  Smt*  k- 
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jonrned  on  yaatsdftj,  was  the  motion  of  Ur. 
Wkisht  to  MtMod  the  bllL 

Mr.  HoKKHiu)  uid :  Whea  the  ooavention 
met  in  IfST,  for  the  pmpoee  of  framliiK  •  oon- 
stitntion  to  be  mdopted  by  the  HTaral  Btates 
tbea  fonning  tb«  Oonfederatloa,  greet  difflcol- 
tiea  MOW  as  to  the  detaila  ot  fi^fnstion ;  and, 
in  ordv  to  leesen  those  difBeeltles,  tt  became 
neceaairir  ^  fpoitit  »  oomntittee  of  detaib. 
Before  this  onnmittoe  all  qoeatioiu  at  iwtie 
were  debated  and  adtptted,  and  then  Ud  before 
the  OonvenlioD.  The  flrst  qneatlona  wMe 
brongfat  forward  in  the  form  of  resolvliona, 
and  were  diaoDBsed  for  imne  tjme,  till  all  tlirir 
bearingi  vare  asoertained.  In  the  monUi  of 
Aogost,  the  Oommittee  on  Detaila  vaa  ajpptAat- 
ed  to  oonnder  and  report  a  plan  for  the  oonsti- 
tnlion.  On  the  0th  of  Angtut,  1787,  a  report 
waa  made,  Moonmanied  hj  the  plan  of  oonati- 
tetaon  approved  by  the  Oommittee  on  Setails. 
in  the  fint  eeotion  of  the  sixOi  artiele  of  this 
plan,  there  vas  a  jaoTishm,  that  tho  timeL 
manoer,  and  place  <f  lud^ng  dec&nu^  tbonld 
1m  preeoribed  bj  the  Leglalatorea  of  the  Btatea, 
reapeotiTelr ;  bnt  that  the  regnlatioiu  of  ti>e 
State*  might,  at  aaj  Ume,  ba  altered  hj  the 
OongreH  of  the  United  Statee.  Here  waa  a 
direct  reseiration  to  the  Stateathat  th^ahonld 
preMribe  the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  hold- 
ing eleotaooa ;  and,  nntil  that  ma  done,  Oon- 
greea  eonld  not  interftre;  bnt,  being  done,  it 
eonld  interfere  and  alter  the  time,  manner,  and 
place  appointed  bf  the  State  L^ialatoret.  Thia 
plan  waa  discnuaed  at  great  length.  He  iroold 
eaO  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  what  was 
■aid  b7  Hr.  Uadison,  and  other^  on  that  oooa- 
aion  I  with  a  view  of  showing  how  ftillj  all  the 
bearings  of  the  qneation  now  at  iaaoe  were  then 
omaidered.  lit.  U.  read  paasages  at  ooniider- 
■ble  length  from  the  debate  to  which  he  al- 
Jnded. 

Her&  then,  the  verj-  qnettion  of  power  now 
nnd^  diionirion  oame  up— whether  the  States 
ahonld  reswve  It  wholJy,  or  the  Ocmgreae  of 
the  United  Btates  ihonld  hare  power  to  omtrol 
the  Bulject  by  alteration.  He  quoted  atUt  more 
at  large  from  the  debates  ia  «onventi<Hi,  to 
iltow  the  opiidoDB  entertained  by  the  moet 
prominent  <a  the  delwatce,  and  the  motiTes 
whieh  inflnenoed  Hm  uitrice  of  the  elatue  as  It 
DOW  i^ipears  ia  d»  oonatUotion.  He  oonuder- 
ed  it  perfectly  ocmdndTC^  ftom  thia  erldenocs 
tlut  uie  members  of  the  ooUTttition  iDtended 
jwtt  ihonld  be  exerNsed  as  now  pn>- 
»eTer  OoDgreoa  should  dedde  npon 
aaciy.  It  was  givoi,  in  the  first  places 
_}  oonnteraet  any  morements  of  the  Legiila- 
tnree  of  the  Btates  to  oarrj  ont  anr  speolflo  ot^ 
ject  ioconsiateiit  with  the  generu  interests  <tf 
the  Oonfoderation.  One  ol  the  gnat  otjeota 
was,  that  the  Federal  GoTnnment  shoold  poa- 
■sae  the  power  tf  prodncing  nniformitj  throngh- 
oat  the  Unioo,  and  pceveat  the  destanotion  (^ 
the  Qeneral  Qovemment— a  power  aeoewarj 
^v  aelf-preoervetion. 

Partienlar  regslatioas  wem  ts  be  left  to  the 


wheneT 


Lc^idatnre  of  the  Btates ;  bat  general  regnla- 
ti(wa  were  to  be  ^rea  to  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment. Suppose  an  amendment  to  this  bill 
should  prevail,  that  elections  Hhoald  be  carried 
on  throQghont  the  United  States  by  the  geoeral- 
tioket  tjetan :  ooold  it  be  denied  that  Oongresa 
had  the  power  to  order  its  adoption,  onder  the 
provinon  of  the  oonstitntion  which  ^ves  the 
eontrol  of  the  general  t^dstion  to  the  Federal 
Qovermnent  t  If  the  power  over  the  one  prop- 
orftlon  b  mtdonbted,  so  it  b  with  regard  to 
the  other. 

In  1780,  the  first  OonRess  met  nnder  Qte 
oonalitation.  It  is  veil  Known  that  it  met 
onder  circnmstanoes  of  embarrsasment;  some 
of  Oie  States  having  hesitated  about  ratifying 
the  oonstitntlon.  He  referred  to  varions  prop- 
osilions  made  at  that  time  to  Umit  Oongress  bt 
the  ezeroise  of  ita  power  over  the  time,  man- 
ner, and  place  of  holding  eleotlonB,  exoept  in 
oases  where  the  States  shoold  reflise  or  be 
disabled  from  exeroiring  the  power — propori- 
tioDS  which  bear  the  stnmgest  evidence  that 
the  power  waa  oonoeded  to  the  Federal  Gov* 
emment;  and  that,  so  imdonbted  was  the 
powcc  of  Oimgress,  that  it  was  thonght  by 
sane  neecasatT  to  curtail  it  The  amendment 
was  rtjjected  vj  a  msjoritj'  of  some  &V9  or  stx 
votes.  Snch  Is  the  oonten^raneons  exposition 
^  thia  clanaSL 

The  Senator  from  Now  Hampshire  pnta  Ills 
oppodtion  on  the  groond  that  Oongress  cannot 
interfere  exoept  for  proper  and  sofBoient  rea- 
sons, sow,  he  oontended  that  the  provinon 
of  the  consUtation  was  explidt  and  tmcondl- 
tionaL  It  is,  therefore,  a  power  to  be  ezerds- 
ed  at  the  discretion  of  Oongress.  If  the  States 
'  '  proper^  Qie  power  which  thej  are 
toexen)lse,C -^  .- 


9,  Oongress  aa^  not  see  fit  to 


interfere ;  bnt  If  Oongress  ctmceiTcs  the  power 

larv  power  1 
the  regnlations  rf  the  States.    Who  was  tobe 


impropertv  exerdMd  by  the  Statee,  1 
nndonbted  dtseretionary  power  to  make  or  alter 


Utelndf 
oonldbi 


peal.  The  onlj  question,  then,  which  c 
arise,  was  the  qaestion  ot  discretion;  bnt  if 
Oongress  dedded  that  It  was  expedient  to  ex- 
ercise the  power,  snrely  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  woold  not  contend  that  it  wonld  be 
condatent  wHh  the  terms  at  confederation  that 
Hew  Hampshire  should  set  at  nan^  a  law  of 
Oongress,  deliberately  oonsidered  and  adopted, 
and  dedded  to  be  within  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Government 

Oreat  oljeetion  had  been  made  to  this  danse 
that  it  is  mandatory — that  it  commands  the 
obedimoe  of  the  State  Governments.  It  has  in 
contemplation  no  snch  pm^ose.  It  d^ms  no 
right  to  issne  a  mandate— issoes  no  order— de- 
mands no  obedience.  Bnt,  it  la  s^d,  if  this  law 
is  passed,  and  Oongress  has  no  power  to  carry 
ont  Ua  own  law,  the  law  most  be  a  nolli^ ; 
whieh  refotes  the  assertion  of  tiie  power.  Hia 
first  answer  to  this  wb^  that  Congress  parforma 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBISOHSNT  OT  THB 


(.IMS.] 


[KtiO 


Its  defined  dntJM  In  matliig  a  law  to  oany  out 
Bn  entrees  power;  and  the  matter  then  is  taken 
ODt  oftbe  bands  of  GongreM  bj  the  conEtitndon, 
and  its  execntion  ia  confided  to  the  L^elatnres 
of  the  BtateEi.  Thejr  are  aooonntable  to  thdr 
States  for  the  non-fblfilment  of  their  duties. 
Whj  wonld  the  States  disregard  this  law! 
Why  ahonld  8Q7  State  be  offended,  and  prefer 
takins  the  power  from  the  Federal  Oovem- 
mentl  Does  not  OoDgrees,  in  effect,  say  to  the 
States — y/e  forbear  to  eserdse  our  power  In 
ftill,  becanse  we  prefer,  out  of  conrtMy,  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  only  in  part  We  declare  the 
district  ayatem  shall  prevail,  and  be  tmifonn  all 
over  the  United  States ;  bnt  we  leave  to  the 
State  Le^datnres  the  carrying  ont  of  the  law 
in  detail. 

Is  ibere  any  Quag  disretpectftil  in  this  ?  Is 
it  less  disrespectfal  than  to  aaeert  the  whole 
powet,  and  exercise  It,  without  any  oonrte^  to 
the  States  t  Upon  wbat  princinle  of  policy,  of 
affection,  or  of  propriety,  conla  a  State  est  ap 
the  standard  of  oppoBiti<m  to  the  exeroiee  of  an 
express  power  conferred  on  the  Federal  Gtov- 
enunentt 

The  case  of  Tenneiaee  was  referred  to  the 
other  day.  That  State,  at  present,  is  without 
rqMresentatives  in  this  dumber ;  and  is  It  not 
as  imperative  on  the  State  to  send  Senators  as 
to  send  Representatives!  Bat  it  is  left  to  the 
State  itself  to  decide  on  this  matter,  althongb  it 
Is  as  much  within  the  province  of  the  Federal 
Govetnmeut  to  require  that  State  to  send  Sen- 
ators as  to  tend  Bepivsentativee.  Sappoee  the 
State  of  New  Hampdiire  should  decline  to  car- 
17  oat  tills  law,  and  refuse  to  send  Represenbt- 
tives  to  Coagtw.  What  then  t  Was  not  that 
ft  antjeot  of  rail  as  inucli  interest  to  New  Hamp- 
shire as  to  tiie  Federal  Government  f  Trie 
Federal  Government  ^A  not  claim  to  have  the 
power  to  compel  Kew  Hampshire  to  send  Rep- 
resentatives. Whenever  it  came  to  such  a  ori- 
eia  as  that,  if  there  ihonld  be  a  general  move- 
ment  of  the  kind,  it  wonld  be  an  evidence  that 
the  power  of  cohesion  no  longer  existod :  Ibere 
would  be  an  end  to  all  mntnal  daties  and  oUi- 
gationa. 

With  r^ard  to  the  ennmerated  powers  of 
Oonsreaa,  it  was  a  plf^  case  tiiat  these  power* 
might  be  either  dormant  or  active;  they  might 
be  sabjeot  to  laws  to  assert  and  carry  them 
ont,  or  they  might  lie  in  abeyance  till  assert- 
ed by  laws  of  Congress.  If  in  abeyance,  the 
States  might  nse  them  till  they  were  su- 
perseded by  a  law  of  Oongress  asserting  thdr 
arerclso  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  States  had  the  reserved  right  to 
their  use  till  demanded  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. He  next  alluded  to  the  arguments  on 
the  other  side,  made  by  the  Senator  fh>m  Ala- 
bama yesterday— that  it  was  all  risionsiy  to 
expect  the  representation  of  minoritiea.  This 
was  a  monstrous  doctrine ;  do  such  state  of 
things  could  ezist. 

Mr.  BiQBT  explained  that  ha  had  i^d  minor- 
itiea could  not,  wd  would  not,  In  great  poUtioal 


questions,  be  represented.  He  idud  Ihe  S«Bt- 
tor  from  Kentucky  if  the  par^  liie*  ia  )m 
Stata  were  drawn! 

Mr.  HoxKBKaD  said  he  believed  tluy  wot 
pretty  mnch  as  in  other  States. 

Mr.  BasvT  a^ed  the  Senator  if  in  1  |nit 
political  qneation— not  with  ngui  to  jfint* 
rights,  bnt  public  ri^ta — a  qoeatioa  brtBete 
the  minority  and  the  miDority^-be  woald  U 
bonnd  to  oonfisrm  his  votes  in  this  duusbcrto 
the  will  of  the  mifjority  or  of  the  miaintjof 
his  State! 

Mr.  MoBXHKAD  observed,  that  he  would  » 
swer  the  Senator's  miesti«Mi  without  bssitiliga 
In  any  great  political  question  between  Out  ih- 
Jority  and  the  minority  of  his  State,  bs  tusU 
religlonsly  conform  to  the  win  of  the  nujccitr. 
In  great  public  qaestions,  he  should  b«  iw 
governed;  hnt  In  private  ri^ts,  he  woaldt* 
nninfluenoed  by  party  tnotives,  and  he  vonU  m 
&ithfkdly  represent  tho  minori^  u  tha  u- 
jority. 

Mr.BroHuriK  observod,  that  if  he  Ociitt 
any  remarks  he  had  to  make  wonld  raokng  di 
discussion  so  as  to  prevent  the  Uu  being  ti- 
vanoedon  its  passage  to-day,  he  would  aoti^ 
aword.  He  wonld  ask  the  SaiatorftoBOnr 
gia  whether  the  dlscnssioa  was  to  be  eanU 
any  fnrther. 

Mr.  BanaiEN  could  not  aay ;  he  woaU  Hi 
interfere  with  the  oonrse  tho  Senatcr  itM 
think  proper  to  pnrene. 

Mr.  BucaiSAK  then  prooeaded,  and  enfatci 
the  following  pointa ; 

1.  That  f 
Le^^stores  to  a 
single  Oongreerional  distaiota,  oo^  iwt  ti 
have  been  embraced  in  the  pieseBt  iSL  B 
waa  the  imiwrative  datj  of  OoBgrea^  n^ 
tiie  o(»istitntion,  to  apptn-ttcm  Riauiawilniw 
among  the  several  St^ea,  aoooramg  to  dat 
respective  nnmbors.  It  was  Deoeaaarytoda 
vety  preservation  of  the  Qorenunadt  thtfllii 
duty  should  be  perfbrmed.  If  It  had  beae  Aa 
intention  of  the  fkvmen  <rf'  tba  bill  (wUd  H 
cert^nly  was  not)  to  have  defeated  tbiaf» 
pose  altogether,  they  oookt  not  have  dan* 
any  better  meaitt  to  acoompUdi  flmr  pn^ 
Suppose  twenty  Saiaton  must  vote  sgHaMda 
bill,  beoanse  th^  deem  the  proviricB  mMo^ 
tutiiwal :  if  five  more  ahonld  vote  a^at  i, 
heoaoae  they  deem  the  ntio  too  ami^  or  M 
great,  w  for  any  other  reaami,  dtb  apportiia- 
ment  bill  is  thns  defeased;  and  we  vuibM 
no  apportiwonent  of  BepresMitativM  amwjt" 
Statea.  The  snlject  M  diatriotinf  the  SOU 
ought,  therefoTtt,  to  hare  b*en  kqrt  dirtiai* 
from  the  (ppcotiMiniMit  of  Repteeoot^na 

S.  AdmHting  that  Oongnaa  poaaeaataas 
power  over  the  whole  Bnt))ee^  cm  we  an^ 
it,  by  issidng  a  maDdamtw  to  the  Slata  up» 
tnres,  direotbg  them  what  le^tlatkn  thy  M* 
adopt!  or  muat  not  Oongrens  paw  the  l»w,  a* 
execute  it  by  its  own  antborl^!  Tbt  gcrW- 
ing  prindple  of  the  frame™  of  the  "ow^^ 
— 4he  very  iaj  which  nnloeb  Its  ■MBfng  -H 
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__  s  npoo  BtatM  esistcd  onder  the  old 
Mention ;  but  the  Statas  nagleoted  or  refnaed 
b  ober  tboM  reqoUtioiUL  It  waa  for  the  pnr- 
Mw  rf  wabling  the  Federal  Goverament  to  tat 
tij  iu  «vn  antboritj  direotlj  npon  the  people, 
ud  not  ofOB.  the  l^ate  aonreignties,  toat  the 
Ftdenl  CtonTentioD  wu  called  tc^ather.  Too 
DOW  prepoao  to  dinot  Uw  Legialatarea  of  aovar^ 
cigD  States  how  thej  ahall  act,  Jost  as  jon  did 
under  the  old  Oon&deration.  These  L^aU- 
tatta  mnst  exanriie  tiieir  own  diacratioD ;  and 
if  tb^  Kdemnlf  believe  foar  law  to  be  nnoon- 
itlCatioBal,  thej  oamiot  vote  fi>r  carryinc  it  into 
efeet,  without  violatitig  their  oatha.  The  prin- 
opla  has  been  admitted  bj  all,  that  Oongreea 
eumot  direct  a  State  Legialatnre  what  law  it 
diall  paaa ;  hot  the  &ot  ia  denied  that  thia  bill 
Motton*  tar  >»<3l>  mandate.  Ibia  appeared  to 
him  to  he  too  clear  for  a^nment.  Tne  bill  was 
ai  poriUTe  in  Ita  langoaM  as  it  Mwld  be ;  and 
the  penally  annexed  for  diaobedience  waa,  that 
the  Stttea  ahonld  have  no  repreaentation  in 
Ooo^raaa.  I^  then,  joa  deaire  to  eatablish  the 
diatnet  (Tttem,  do  it  nnder  your  own  aathtnitj 
— whiob  Ton  have  a  right  to  do ;  bnt  do  not 
eommand  the  States  to  do  It  for  70a. 

The  third  pcont  mode  by  Ur.  Buobuiaii  waa, 
that,  altboogh  Ooogreas  poitetaea  the  oooBtito- 
tiooal  poww  to  dirtriot  ttie  Btatea  for  the  eleo- 
tkm  ofBepHjamtativea,  if  It  will  oarry  ont  the 
vliole  prooeas  by  Ita  own  anthority,  yet,  nndar 
uistliig  Girennutanoaa,  it  woold  be  a  great 
abase  to  exereiae  thia  ■poiww. 

All  the  dai^erona  oolliBicna  which  have  ever 
Bxbted  between  the  Btate  and  Federal  ontfaor- 
iti«^  tiaT«  viaen  from  the  exereiae  of  doahtfol 


ocncwna  the  deareat  domeatio  ingtitnlJon  of  the 
States— their  diaereUon  as  to  the  mode  in 
whioh  th^wUl  elect  their  own  Bepreeenta- 
tiTes  to  Oongreaa.  Bo  Jealous  were  our  fathers 
in  this  parttanlor,  that  aeven  of  the  State  00a- 
veatiHw  wliioh  ratified  the  oonstitntitHi  solemnly 
proteated  ag^nst  the  axetdae  of  this  power,  nn- 
iBHtoperpetnatetheaovemmentitaelt  Does 
any  soeh  neoearity  exist  now  for  interporing  I 
Have  the  Stotea  nwdeoted  to  perform  their  «p- 
ptopriate  dntieat  Has  any  eompL^nt  oome  np 
tons  from  the  people  <hi  tlua  ant^eot?  Not 
one.  We  now  ptopoae  to  legialate,  not  for  any 
e^dsbng  evil,  bat  tar  erila  wUch  may  hereafter 
exist,  bnt,  for  the  preaent,  are  confined  to  the 
imaciaation  of  Senatws.  Ifankind  are  too 
■nnidi  goreined.  TUa  dangeroos  power  onght 
never  to  be  exradsed  withont  neoeadty.  Why, 
then,  inteiforet 

Hr.  B.  then  i»«oeeded  to  defend  Ur.  Wbioht 
against  the  atladu  whiidt  had  been  mode  np<»t 
him  by  Whig  Suiaton.  He  uud,  if  yon  paaa 
tbia  bill,  the  Lwialatnrea  ot  the  different  States 
may  ocnrider  U,  as  he  did,  lUtconstitntionaL 
How  can  they  try  the  ooDotitntionali^  of  the 


bill,  in  aecmstitntional  manner,  but  by  providing 
a  dJIforent  mode  of  electing  RepresentoUves 
frtmi  what  this  bill  prescribes.  The  Represent- 
ativee  thos  elected  will  present  tbemselves  to 
the  Honse,  and  demand  oomiasion.  That  HoDse 
is  the  only  tribnnel  on  earth  which  can  dedde 
the  qneation.  If  several  States  ahonld  pnrsne 
this  coarse— and  some  of  them  most  pnrsoe 
that  oonrae,  for  it  in  now  too  late  to  chan^ 
their  laws — it  woald  involve  the  coantry  in 
great  ooofo^n,  and  subject  it  to  imminent 
dang^.  The  Senator  ttma  New  York,  then, 
ma&  no  threat;  bnt  he  merely  said,  nnder 
Bueh  eircnmatanoea,  the  Hooae  of  Representa- 
tives would  lon(|  pause  before  they  would  re- 
ject Bepreeeotatives  thus  elected  by  sovereign 
States. 

The  Jane  Btatea  have  nevw  complained  that 
a  few  of  &6  small  (mes  elect  by  geikeral  tdoket. 
Ia  a  pditioel  view,  they  oonntorbalanoe  each 
other.  The  generu-tjoket  system  is  gradual^ 
growing  into  disrepnto  in  pabllo  opinion.  It 
will  wear  ont  of  itself^  if  yon  wonld  leave  the 
enl^eot  alone.  But  yonr  very  le^slotion  mtf 
aronse  this  alnmbering  lion.  If  yon  carry  tiiia 
nrovlsioa  by  a  attiot  party  vote,  it  will  proba- 
oly,  ere  long,  be  repealed  by  a  party  vote. 
Ocmgreaa  may  then  go  still  farther.  The  peo-  ■ 
pie  of  Pamqrlvania  will  think  that  they  onght 
not  to  ezerolse  less  political  power  in  the  Honse 
(^Representativei  than  New  Jersey ;  and  they 
nuv  Indst  npon  the  genersl-Ueket  system  to 
ecMTeot  Hds  ine({aality.  If  left  to  themselves, 
they  wiU  remam  content  with  the  existing 
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ilx.  Taluudu  conceived  that  if  there  ever 
waa  a  qoeslion  oritated,  in  this  or  the  other 
Honse,  free  from  donbt,  this  waa  that  qnestion. 
If  there  hod  been  a  donbt  on  his  mind,  the  de- 
bate on  the  salfiect  would  have  dispelled  ik 
To  him,  it  was  now  perfsotly  pl^  that  the  law 
waa  boUi  constitatiimal  and  expedient.  He  did 
not  design  to  recapitnlote  the  araameots  oddao- 
ed  in  snpport  oi  the  otmstitntiond  ^oestion ;  bnt 
he  woold  snbmit  his  views  in  relation  to  one  or 
two  pointa.  The  oonstitatiou  allows  the  Statu 
to  make  regnlotions  in  relation  to  the  tim& 
manner,  and  place  of  holding  elections,  and 
Oongreaa  m^  all^  the  regnlaldona  of  the  Btatea, 

If  he  nnderstood  the  Senator  from  Feunsyl* 
vania,  he  denies  thia  right  of  Congreas. 

Ur.  BnoHurui  inteipceed  to  say  that  he  had 
made  no  such  denial 

Ur.  Taluusox.  Well,  then,  he  nnderstood 
the  Senator  now  to  concede  the  right  of  Con* 

rB  to  alter  the  time  ^>pointed  by  the  Statea 
holding  elections;  to  alter  the  plsoe  of 
holding  elections ;  or  to  alter  the  manner  of 
Ikolding  elections.  Thia  being  conceded,  he  did 
not  conceive  how  it  conld  be  contended  that 
Oongreaa  had  the  diaoretiaa  to  ezeroise  tiie 
power  Id  part  or  wholly. 
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ne  beld  that,  whatever  dme,  manner,  or 
place  Coagrraa  m%f  think  fit  to  appoint  for 
holding  electiona,  the  States  are  boimd  to  oon- 
fbrm — it  is  thtiir  dnt^,  A  LwBlatnre  which 
refuses  to  do  this,  TioUtes  not  alone  its  datj  to 
the  United  States,  hot  its  iatj  to  ite  own  State. 
But  be  was  in  Ikror  of  exerdsioK  this  power,  at 
prcaont,  aa  far  emir  as  to  single  diatiiota,  bnt  no 
nrtber ;  beoanae  he  thought  it  would  be  most 
'  to  «  m^ii^  of  the  Statei 
e  districta.  He  held  that  it 
together  expedient  for  Oongreaa  to  pass  Uiia 
law  now ;  and  if  it  was  paaied,  be  woold  nn- 
dtutake  to  nay  tliat  the  people  of  hia  State 
wonld  obey  it.  He  denied  that  there  was  any 
di^odtiMi  in  that  State  to  mieation  tho  power 
of  Oongreas  in  this  matter.  New  Tork  heutat- 
ed  long  about  oomliu  into  this  Union ;  bnt  it 
waa  n^  <m  aaj  qneanon  of  this  power ;  it  was 
whollr  on  the  gronnd  of  having  to  glTO  up  her 
InunensB  imposts.  He  would  not  say  tliat  ha 
did  not  know  that  New  York  wonld  or  would 
not  obe^  this  law ;  for  he  did  know  that  she 
Toukl  not  hesitate— ahe  navor  would  be  so  ce- 
oreant  to  her  dnty  aa  not  to  perform  it,  knowing 
that  it  is  enjoined  bf  the  oonstUation. 

Hr.  "Wujox  s^he  wonld  ooonpf  the  Sen- 
ate bnt  a  Terr  ibort  time,  to  answer  one  of  the 
observations  <^  the  Senator  from  Kew  Tork. 
The  argnment  of  Ae  honorable  Senator  waa,  that 
Oongreas  had  the  powerof  filing  the  plaoe  for  the 
eleotion  of  members  to  Oongresa.  Let  this  be 
granted.  Congress  m^nadoabtedljr  do  so;  bnt 
when  Oongresa  does  so,  thej  mnst  do  it  speoifloal- 
b'l  and  not  iaaoe  their  mandate  to  the  State  Legia- 
latoretofiz  that  plaoe.  N<X  sir ;  the  law  most 
be  complete  within  tiMit,  and  It  will  thai  exeonto 
Itself  and  will  requre  no  intervening  power. 
Let  OS  put  an  analogoos  case :  and  I  call  the 
■ttentkm  of  the  Senator  from  New  Tork  to  it. 
inil  the  Sraator  from  New  York  nj  Out,  pro- 
Tided  Oongreas  pass  an  act  declaring  that  the 
elections  shall  be  held  at  rooh  place  as  the  Le- 

Slslatiire  shall  establish — wUI  the  Senator  s^ 
lat  the  State  L^islatnre  wonld  be  boond  by 
it  t  This  is  preclMly  analogons  to  the  preaent 
case.  Admitting  the  power  of  Gongreea  to  ex- 
ist to  paas  snch  a  law,  yet,  hj  leaving  tltat  law 
imperfect,  and  to  be  completed  bj  the  action 
«tf  the  State  Lej^ilatore,  it  amotmtt  to  little 
better  than  if  thev  passed  no  law  at  all.  It  is, 
in  tmth  and  in  foot,  a  men  nnUi^.  And  no 
Astriota  beint;  luadk  no  elections  can  take 

Elaoa  hy  diatncts.  We  do  not  command  the 
tate  Legislatiirea,  for  we  have  no  power  to 
eonunand  tiiem.  Now,  snppoae  Congress  had 
pBsaed  a  law  declaring  that  uie  time  d"  holding 
the  dections  sboold  be  on  sodt  daj  In  the 
month  of  October  as  the  SUte  L^slatnre 
might  det«rmlne.  There  being  no  day  fixed 
nntil  the  intervention  of  the  State  Legialatore, 
provided  that  State  Leg^datare  omit  or  refuse 
to  complj'  with  tiie  mandate  of  CongreBs,  the 
law  ia  imperfect  and  cannot  execnte  itself. 
Ton  cannot  oonipel  the  State  Ledslatare  to 
obej  7otir  mandate ;  and,  aa  ^onr  law  oannot 


be  exeonted  bf  halves,  a  power  whMi  ii  totid 
in  Congress  cannot  beeieootedinptrttttb 
State  LegisUtore. 

Mr.  Etaiib,  in  repl^  to  the  annniMBtief  the 
Senator  from  Uisnsaippi,  that  Omfftm  nenr 
had  passed  a  law  preacrinng  occtsin  bnndi  of 
time  or  place  of  holding  elections,  but  nqidnii 
the  States  to  fix  the  precise  time  or  plueiitla 
the  prescribed  bonnds,  referred  the  Seait«  to 
the  law  of  17M,  prescribing  the  tima  fo  dnt 
ing  deotora  for  fre^ent  to  thiitr^bii  dqi 
preceding  tht  fivst  Wedneadv  in  " 


TuxssAT,  Jane  1. 
The  JfportioiuMKt  BiO, 

The  question  pending,  when  tiie  ficule  A 
Jonmed  on  yeaterday,  waa  the  motica<^  Xl 
WBMHT  to  amend  the  biU. 

ySr.VfaiaBx  stdd  no  one  oonld  benutew 
sible  than  himself  that  an  ^wlagr  wa*  duk 
the  Senate  for  again  troubling  iFtn  villi  a^ 
T«aiarlt8.  He  ihonld  not  have  dooe  so,  btik 
not  fbond  i-imffilf  anc(maciontl7,  and  unci' 
pectedly,  made  a  nollifier  in  the  eoone  <f  ds 
debate.  He  took  ezcepdon  to  the  i^iGHtM 
of  the  term  to  himaetf— «t  least  aawwagh 
hLmnderstan^ngof itameaniiig.  Hehadte 
compelled,  in  the  comae  of  a  short  l)cditieil& 
to  aasnine  man;  political  upellawa^  ud  )t 
had  never  ver^r  stronglv  rensted  an^  el  lt«B: 
bat  be  had  been  tenacious  of  the  prinlcpi' 
applying  hia  own  defloition  to  then;  iii 
was  so  In  this  esse.  Notwithstandinfttlni^ 
seem  tonunyin  the  Smate  that  bebaduM 
himaelf  a  member  of  that  politfaal  bodf  ita 
denomination  was  Nnllidera,  yet  his  frinidta 
Booth  Carolina  (Hr.  Pusnot)  had  md  Us 
ont  of  ehnrdt ;  for  it  wpeared  that  bit  iiM 
caticm  was  not  of  the  rtgbt  sort  U  disifa^ 
the  term  was  to  be  oraSed  to  him,  be  nrnth 
permittod  to  givo  it  bis  own  definitiob  bl^ 
eady  partof  this  debate  he  had  nndsrtakn  ti 
discoss  the  qneation  then  invtOvedi  ii>d  k 
ahoold  avoid,  as  mnch  aa  poasible,  repcslnik 
argoments  be  had  then  naed.  Tetherocwi* 
«MmpeIled  to  glanoe  at  the  sabstanoe  of  ite 
It  would  be  rememboed  that  the  pnfv^ 
before  tbe  Senate  at  that  tinte,  wasos  lli«» 
tematire  that  the  Btatea  were  dtfaer  to ie» 
vided  into  rin^  conpeadonal  distoiAfii^ 
eleotion  of  Bepreaentotivsa,  or  they  wen  ta  M 
permitted  to  «eot  them  by  gcmcral  «i<4H.  » 
had  avowed  at  that  tini^  and  vo?  WTi 
that  be  would  anstain  the  amendmeot  dv* 
Committee  on  the  Jndidaiy ;  beoaoM,  if  v» 
areas  were  to  lay  down  a  rnle  of  legidaticaw 
his  State,  he  dedred  that  there  ibooU  »» 
moch  latltnde  in  the  nOe  as  posvUs;  *»." 
preferred  having  two  alteniativcs  to  hvin 
only  cue.  After  conrideraUe  deists,  laen^ 
the  latter  Med,  almost  t?  a  nnaoiiiuHi<» 
of  the  Senate— only  thr«e  Senatec^  bsddMtU 
chmrman  of  the  oommittea,  he  bditved,  "><!4 
forit  TTi^  had,  thM,  left  only  the  i«n»* 
made  by  the  Hoase  of  SepreaeDtatiT«j  ud  a 
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bid  usnmed  sneh  aa  upecst  u  endned  the  mib- 
(«ct  with  ft  vet7  dMp  lat«re«t  to  himoelf— an 
mteR*t  which  kd  him  into  the  dm  of  Isnnuga, 
serh^M,  nther  too  etroDg.  He  had  not  nilod, 
MWBrer,  to  derive  Ttrj  great  unaBement  from 
tbe  debate  whteh  had  ocoii|ded  the  Senate  for 
two  or  three  ivjt,  riDoe  the  somewhat  impet- 
<nn3  remarks  wUui  ha  had  made  at  that  period. 
Hla  ninarks  had  been  elicited  thiu :  For  aome 
two  iutan  before  the  vote  was  called  tar,  the 
Benite  had  been  addressed  b;  the  Senator  from 
Virjland — not  in  tjie  fhmk,  open,  and  nndia- 

Sited  manner  which  the  Senator  front  Soatb 
ralina  bad  finoe  nwd,  bnt  ndng  atgwnentii 
caleolated  to  produce  a  oertun  reralt,  withont 
icknowledging  the  tnie  pnrpoae  of  thoM  argn- 
ments.  And  what  were  they  t  That  tiiia  waa 
the  pecatiar  oooadon  to  characterise  and  dcdne 

'  the  boimdariea  of  power  betwerai  the  large  and 
the  small  Btatea  <tf  &la  Union ;  and  be  added, 

'  mbatBiitiallr,  that  the  former  most  be  bound 
and  fettered  to  prevent  them  from  being  dsn- 

Em  nemben  of  tbe  confederaoj.  Well, 
sued  Mr,  W,,)  I  voold  have  borne,  I  be- 
I,  wHh  great  palienoe,  this  argmnent ;  be- 
-  cause  I  have  been  vei7  mnoh  aoonstomed  to 
Ksteii  cabdr  to  aD  argnmenta  In  this  bod;; 
■od,  fhnn  the  ven  coMltdon  of  the  body,  it  Is 
'  aomewhat  natnral  that  argomenta  of  an  eztra- 
,  ordinaij  character  sboold  be  sometimes  made ; 
but  when  I  add  to  this,  that  It  was  srgned— not 
that  the  Senate,  not  that  OonRren  ihoald  bind 
these  large  and  dangerona  States;  bnt  that 
CoDjrreis,  by  Its  sovertign  order,  ahoold  compel 
the  States  to  bind  themselves  I  ma,  I  oonfeas, 
•  little  Impatient  tmder  tbe  argument;  and! 
now  T^ret  that  I  waa  so.  I  met  the  ease, 
however,  with  perfect  Mneaa  then,  and  I  In- 
tend to  meet  it  now  In  the  same  spirit;  beoanse 
it  19  now  avowed,  hj  the  Senator  tram  Soodi 
(^roUoa,  rto  nee  fau  own  phrase,)  that  this  is  a 
wu-  wa^  hj  the  small  States  npon  the  targe 
oiMs— a  war,  not  in  the  sense  of  a  war  of  anas, 
I  admit ;  bnt  a  political  warfare,  to  diminiah 
what  he  conaiders  the  danMrons  poMcal  pow- 
er of  the  lai^  Statca.  Tdl,  rir,  I  wonld  mnoh 
rather  tliat  this  war  bad  been  waged  in  an- 
other fonun,  (inasmodh  aa  It  respecta  one  of  the 
constitutional  ri^ta  of  tbe  people  of  the  States^) 
where  the  people  are  appropriately  repreaented, 
Bnt  I  have  no  right  to  complain  of  ita  being 
waged  here — none  whatever.  I  do  not  com- 
iJain.  It  is  one  of  the  dntiea  of  tbe  Senate 
to  act  upon  each  proposition  which  comes  here 
finm  the  Bepreaentaaves  of  the  people;  and  no 
Senator  it  m  ftnlt  for  expreadng  bis  views 
rieariy  and  tmlv  sa  to  its  natiire.  And  it  waa 
VDrtbj  of  tbe  honorable  Senator's  candor  to 
pbaracterize  it  as  he  did ;  because  It  Is  the  true 
*»pect  of  tbe  question  as  it  is  presented  to  ns, 
althoQgfa  I  do  not  for  a  moro^it  presDme  to 
imagioe  that  it  in  so  regarded  by  all  its  snpport- 
•n.  Bo  much,  ab,  aa  my  apology  for  making 
Qte  petnhnt  remarks  whieh  I  did ;  and  I  do 
not  offer  it  aa  a  Jnstlfieation,  fbr  I  fM  unfeign- 


ed Togni  at  havinK  been  led  to  make  thoee  re- 
marln.  Bnt.  dr,  I  have  been  not  a  little  anr* 
prised  that,  Anoe  tbatnnfortanate  oocaaion,  the 
debate  haa  been  carried  on  very  mn<'^ 
have  been  <4fored  to  si 


propooition— in  <me  aipeet  «tf  the  mattw,  on 
what  has  been  aaanmed  to  be  my  admiadon  of 
the  powers  of  Oongreea.  That  admiaaion  has 
been  assmned  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
a*  the  foundation  of  his  argument,  I  do  not 
know  what  precise  terma  I  may  have  used  np- 
on  tiiat  ooeaaion,  bnt  I  know  what  my  meaning 


qoettion  npon  the  teohniral  qneetion  of  oonsti- 
tntimal  power.  I  did  not  diooee  to  rest  it 
thercLbecanaeldidnot  think  it  waa  the  strong^ 
practioaL  and  nnanawerable  grotmd.  I  did  be- 
lieve^ and  do  now,  that  It  waa  an  attempt  to 
exert  a  poww  wtdoh  those  who  formed  tba 

part<rftheSi 
tempted  under  snbh  circmnstanoes.  Of  this  I 
have  not  the  kait  doubt ;  and,  to  prove  it,  I 
exhibited  the  moeedinca  of  the  ocnventionB  of 
several  of  the  Statea.  l  waa  sore  thaUl  ahoold 
be  answered  aa  I  waa,  I  knew  very  well  Uie 
argmnenta  wltloh  ml^t  be  employed ;  and  I 
anticipated  them,  by  statiiw  that  I  did  not  pro- 
duce the  proceedings  of  tioose  conventions  tor 
the  mirpoee  of  disproving  that  wMch  baa  been 
made  a  sii^alariir  off^rive  aEprearaoa— the 
technical  exutenea  of  the  power;  bat  for  tbe 
pnipose  of  abowing  tbe  true  s|drit  and  mean- 
ingofthelnatrmneBt;  and  that,  imder  the  trae 
eonstmatko  of  Qie  eonstitntiona]  dndea  of  Con- 
gress, that  poww  ought  not  now  to  be  exer- 
dsed.  Tet,  (and  BeniitorB  wiD  remember  that  I 
made  another  point,}  becanae  I  beHeve  it  would 
be  otHuidered  fty  aome  Senatora  hypothetical,  I 
made  and  dlaonaaed  tbe  question,  whether  uie 
langaage  of  the  omutitntion,  giving  to  the  Stato 
Le^almcea  tbe  power  to  regulate  the  times^ 
plaoe^  and  manner  of  bidding  eleotiona,  in- 
volved the  power  of  determining  whether  mem- 
bers <rf  Gongresa  abould  be  elected  by  congres- 
donal  dirtriota,  w  by  gtoeral  tl^et;  and 
whether  the  very  conatmction  of  the  langnue 
was  not  oleaily  this— that  they  ahonld  have  the 
power  of  determiidnff  tbe  plaeea  where  the  elec- 
tions ahoold  be  held ;  the  droomfomiee  wttii- 
itt  which  tbe  clUsena  ^onld  eome  to  the  aame 
polls :  the  manner  in  which  they  abonld  vote ; 
and  the  manner  in  wiilch  their  votes  abonld  be 
received,  and  all  other  regnlationa  reapecting 
the  holding  of  elections.  This  was  the  question 
which  I  raised,  I  said,  snd  I  candidly  repeat, 
that  I  donbt  whether  the  eontemporaneotis  eon- 
atmction  of  tbe  powera  ot  Oongraa,  aa  ahown 
io  the  proceediogs  of  the  Stato  conventions, 
woold  Jnstlfy  the  oonchuion  that  it  was  a 
power  which  Ooncmss  onght  to  exercise.  Bat 
the  Senator  from  Kentooky  said  I  had  admitted 
the  teobnioal  power  <rf  Congress  to  pass  thi; 
bUi.    Well,  nr,  I  natoraliy  said  I  did  not  deny 
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Uie  iMlinlcal  pow«r  to  pam  tiie  bill ;  but  I  did, 
■ad  do,  dtaj  thiO,  in  the  shape  in  nhioh  U 
oune  from  the  Hodm  of  Sepreamtativei,  it 
would  hkve  no  foroe  or  effoct  If  pMMd  into  ft 
Uv.  This  is  what  I  mU  nff>a  this  point;  and 
the  Senator  fonnd  it  oonvcoiaiit  to  base  hia  ar- 
punent  upon  this  admiantui,  as  he  called  it,  of 
Qm  power  to  pais  the  bill, 

Mr.  Taluudox  T«n»rked  that  his  ooUeaBne 
had  displajed  mnoh  of  the  ingenuit;  for  vhlch 
ho  was  ao  diatingDished.  Be  sajv  Oongran  ii 
bound  to  tbrae  great  principal-— their  dnty  to 
the  MHutitntiMi,  to  the  8tat«^  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. If  he  meana  ibat  Otxaffvm  owea  aaj  aaty 
to  tbe  foopit,  paramoont  to  ita  datj  to  the 
ooniUtntloo,  or  in  aoj  aenae  oonfliotuig  with 
thdr  dot^to  the  oonatitntion,  he  denied  the 
proportion.  The  ooottitolion  pointa  ont  the 
mode  in  which  the  thing  now  w^oaed  to  be 
done  is  to  be  done.  If  the  wht^  power  of 
holding  obotlaaB  ia  comprised  in  the  times, 
plaoes,  and  manner  of  holdins  dectiona,  the 
coutitiitloa  Hj»  the  States  »all  ezerctse  it; 
Ibr  tlier  are  (o  preaorlba  the  thnea,  places,  and 
1  they  are  o" "      ' 


manner;  and  t 


a  ob^ed 


lea,  places,  a 
to  do  it  ni 


_'  with  tjk«  ccmstitDtion,  takes  tbe 
matter  op,  and  makes  or  alters  the  regulations 
of  tbe  States  as  to  time^  place,  or  manner,  the 
power  of  the  States  is  auperMded  to  that  ex- 
tent 

Mr.  T.  reiterated  his  former  argnmenta  in 
«q>port  of  the  povret  thus  oonfeired  bj  the 
ooiwtitntion  on  OoDgresa  to  moke  or  alter  tbe 
regnlaUons  oftheStatea;  contending  that  this 
covered  tbe  whole  ground,  sod  JostiSed,  to  tbe 
Tftry  letter,  the  oImbo  in  the  bill  now  wider 


He  took  the  regulation  of  the  times,  of  the 
^acea,  and  of  the  manner  of  holdbg  electiona, 
oiatinotlj,  with  a  view  of  ahowii^  tlmt  this  regu- 
lation, beiDg  for  mmvenlenoe  left  in  the  handa  of 
the  State  Lc^atores,  uider  tbe  condition  as 
ipedBed— nametf,  that  thej  Aall  make  the 
neoeeaary  r^nlatJont  the  express  power  was 
eqnally  declaratorr.  that  Otogresa  maif  make 
or  alter  anoh  regolations;  and  this,  he  con- 
tended, Coogrees  bad  a  perfect  dl»creti<Hkarj 
power  of  exerdaiag  In  part,  or  to  anj  eztwt  it 
nught  oonoeive  neoesaar  j. 

He  then  referred  to  the  sensitiveness  evinc- 
ed b;  his  colleagae,  (Hr.  Wrioht,}  In  the  oon- 
clnsion  of  bis  remaiki,  in  which  the  Senator 
had  said,  in  alloaitm  to  him,  (Ur.  T.,)that  it 
wonld  be  well  if  he  had  known  less  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  HamUtons,  and  mors  of  the 
livingiton*  and  the  lompklnees  of  hia  State. 

ii.  remark  wsa  made,  that  his  colleagne 
not  M7  "  known."  On  which  Ur.  Tall- 
lUDOB  observed,  "Well,  what  did  tbe  gentle- 
man say  ?  "J 

Ur.  WBiottT  observed,  that  what  he  did  say 
vras,  that  if  the  aeotleman  had  drank  less 
deeply  of  the  doctnoes  of  Hamilton,  and  more 
deeply  of  the  doctrines  of  the  livii^stous  and 
TompUiues,  he  wonld  not  have  assnmed  that 


[nnCDia. 

to  the  exerraseitf  this  povMt^tli 

Federal  Government  would  be  abktifiniLt 
CMiDtclieca  of  the  State  of  New  YotL 

Ur.  Walkeb  oonstdend  the  Mccad  ndita 
of  the  claose  of  the  bill  now  midet  litaw^ 
nothing  bnt  a  direction  to  the  Qovenun  dik 
Statea,1a  which  tbe  general-ticket  qrAnjn- 
vailed,  to  asaemble  Oitar  LegialslnrMip  tM 
session,  to  repeal  thdr  own  acts  ^Tidiub 
the  eleetinn  of  tJwir  SeprntaHtb^t*  in  Oc 

Bnt  in  aome  at  those  Statea  the  old  inc- 
tioomant  gave  them  the  saaie  nmDberoTEqK 
resentatives  that  Ihb  tttU  wiU  giic-vlitilia 
under  tbe  ratio  choeen  by  the  HonB^  or  itot  El- 
stitoted  by  the  Senate^    Those  StiU>ii>vi« 
have  any  extra  session  of  tb^  LsfiEliniti  i» 
fore  the  election  o!  B«|M-eeent«liTM;  id  'i 
they  elect  the  members  of  Congnsi,  il  mis  !* 
under  the  old  law  of  their  LcgiaUtnm;  je 
this  bill  says,  the  law  most  be  altered.  Twit 
not  this    piesuit   a   new    and   iiRandbUt 
difficulty  ?    In  bis  own  State,  the  meetini  a 
the  Legislatore  is  biennial,  and  thepM|Jtv>  j 
opposed  to  yearh'  sessions.    At  tbwlitf* 
stoo,  they  provided  for  tbe  election  at  U>b  | 
Bepreeentatives  by  the  geoecal-ticktt  nd« 
B^bre  they  can  be  again  ooDveoed,  the  tkw  I 
must  t^e  plaoe ;  bnt  this  bill  uji  th*  <^<^ 
or  must  convene  the  Legislature,  to  TCfMiu   I 
law.    It   was   his  conviction   tbe  GoniK 
would    not  convene  the  Legidotun  (a  ik 
pmpoee.    If  he  do  not,  will  that  l»w  t«  ft- 
pealed  t    Con  an  order  from  Congna  u  i«  i 
a  law  have  the  effect  of  alteriiig  it!  li  - 
law  altered  by  a  mere  order  to  iiteT  itT  y^ 
it  can  only  be  altered  by  a  law  of  CdopW   i 
aotnally  districting  the  States.    A  men  w- 
date  to  alter  a  Iaw  does  not  alter  the  Iw;  *■ 
the  law  being  elMl  in  eziBtanoe,  tbe  Bauj*  ■ 
every  right  to  elect  its  RepreaentatiTet^  ' 
its  «istmg  law,  and  OoDgroH  cancot  n» 
to  recognise  them.  ,  , 

Ur.  CmasBn  observed,  that  the  puj^ 
Geix^  were  to  assemble  on  the  fintlw  j 
In  October,  to  elect  the  BepreeeatiliTO  (f  d> 
State.  This  hiw  is  to  affect  only  tioie  ?«»  ' 
in  which  the  general-tioket  syitwi  pnniu,  >^ 
whom  it  most  be  a  most  offenars  aWjW- 

Kwer,  and  on  whom  alone  the  eipenM  « |™ 
jislation  falls.  It  ia  an  offenaJTe  and  haet 
one  etep.  He  would  propose  s  snapewMH 
this  daose  till  tbe  States  havehadtimetoftKE- 
bio  in  thdr  regular  way. 

Hr.  Ijinr  ooncnrred  with  the  Sewto  b* 
Georma,  who  had  anticipated  oU  ti^J'Z 
iDlendedtoBay;  and-for  thepurpoeeMW"! 
whether  time  would  be  riven  to  I"',?*'?! 
soon  as  the  motion  of  the  Seostor  from  1»*^ 
should  be  disused  ot,  he  woold  o&raBtfW"- 
ment,  ezemptins  the  State  of  ICsmui  Iztn  » 
operation  of  tbelBw  until  after  Uwneitnww* 
of  her  Lerislatore.  ,    j 

Ur.    BxBBiBir   stated,  thst  the  t^f.' 
Georria  had  exercised  the  rigbt  d  »mw    , 
their  EepresonUtives  by  the  geM«i'«^ 
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tjiUn  rinee  the  beginaiiiK  of  the  Qoverrment, 
U  TM  •  sjtijsia  to  which  they  g«Te  the  pref- 
KtOM  b/  onaDiiiioiu  asBent;  and,  therMbre, 
tcMtit  tobehisdntfto  advocate  theh- right 
to  prsMrre  that  sfitem  as  long  aa  they  ooa- 
nJTe  tlwf  can  be  beat  npraaented  hj  It 

But  in  the  conrM  of  Uib  diacnsBtoD,  genOe- 

mn,  coatending  tot  ttie  right  ot  the  SUtes  to 

iemt,  thenuelTe^  upon  what  avstem  they 

'     riwdd  h(dd  thdr  (Jeettoiu  and  lend  their  Rep- 

leaeoUtiTea  to  Oongreas,  had  taken  gromtda 

wUch  were  reroltiiig  to  his  Jodgment    He 

codld  Dot  donbt  the  power  which  tiie  consti- 

"     totlon  confitn  on  Ooogreaa.    It  seemed  to  him 

to  be  a  power  written  plainly  on  the  face  of 

th«  oont^tntion.    Bnt  he  ooDoeiTed  it  to  be 

'    ^Ten  primarQT  to  the  Statea,  and  nlteriorij* 

■'     nd  proriaionaUj'  to  OoDgress. 

He  examined  the  positions  taken  by  tbe 
'  Seofttot  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Baobt,)  and  the 
>  Senator  from  Kew  Tort  {Mr.  Wbiobt,)  oon- 
-'  tenfioK  that  the  petition  tA  tiie  Senator 
'  from  Alahina  waa  nntenatde,  namdj'— that 
the  onlj  eomtitntional  mode  of  eleoting  was 

-  that  by  the  eenersl-ttoket  aTHtem.  The  qoali- 
'  ficalian  maiM  I7  the  Senator  from  New  York 
'  did  not  rirtnallj'  alter  the  position.  Thla  potri- 
;    tion  ICr.  B.  proceeded  at  some  length  to  con- 

EroTert,  at  the  isme  time  denying  that  this  waa 
the  first  time — aa  some  of  his  frienda  imagined 
— tbat  raoh  k  doctrine  had  been  bronght  for- 
ward. He  preaented  the  faet  to  the  conridera- 
tion  of  the  Btmator  bom  Alabama— that  the 

-  Hcoad  section  of  the  first  artiole  of  the  constt- 
totion  proTidea  for  the  eleotion  of  Repreeenta- 
tirea  by  the  people;  and  the  third  section  for 
the  election  of  Senators  by  tite  L^datnre. 

The  Senator  had  preaented  a  very  ataHliDg 
and  iDKenions  soptdsm  in  his  next  position — 
that,  altlKni^  Oongreea  had  the  same  ri^ 
aver  the  manner  of  eleoting  Senators  as  Repre- 
lentativea,  it  eonld  not  direct  the  Legtatatore 
of  ft  State  to  paaa  a  law  districting  itself  so 
that  one  portion  ahoold  elect  one  Beuttor,  and 
the  other  portion  another  Senator;  and  if  it 
could  not  do  thia,  it  ooold  not  direct  them  to 
pass  a  law  districting  their  State  fi>r  the  eleo- 
tion of  RepiesentatlTea. 

Bnt,  atartling  aa  this  proposition  seemed  at 
Srst  sight  to  be,  its  fouaoy  was  appareot  on 
close  examination.  The  fact  had  mily  to  tw 
considered,  that  the  L^talatnre  ot  a  State  la  a 
political  inoorporation,  baring  no  integral  frag-, 
menta  oapitble  of  independent  action  or  aepa- 
rat«  exiatenoe ;  but,  in  the  popular  tiody,  there 
is  &  different  principle — it  ia  that  of  indind- 
nality,  existing  in  the  nataral  body,  of  each 
inte^T^  part,  aoparately  caDed  npon  to  act. 
The  Senator's  position  may  be  an  argnment 
plau^ble  in  ita  aapect — at&rtling  frova  its  novel- 
ty— and  emborroflsing  to  minda  not  aocnstomed 
to  investigation;  bat  it  waa  one  which  dla- 
AoWed  before  a  logical  examination.  It  waa 
like  the  argnment  brought  forward  against 
mirades — that  it  is  contrary  to  experience  that 
the  order  of  nature  can  be  departed  from  to 


such  an  extent  t      

mlraclea.  Bnt  it  is  not  a 
experience  thtf  testimony  is  deceptive  and 
Adae;  therefore  the  inference  ia  irredstible, 
that  the  testimony  of  miradea,  contrary  to  the 
orderofnatare.innstbelUse.  Miradea,  however, 
»  reasoning  blls  to  thegroand. 


by  the  standard  of  experiNioe,  whieh  had  U.  _. 
superseded  Iwfbre  miradea  eonld  exist;  and 
the  very  existence  of  which  impBed  tiie  atMonoa 
of  experience.  Mr.  B.  applied  his  illnatration 
In  refritation  of  what  he  oonoeived  to  be  the 
sophism  in  the  portion  relied  upon  by  the 
Senator  fi^mi  Alabama  and  his  friends. 

The  powers  had  been  treated  as  if  they 
were  oononrrent  in  the  State  Legialatnre  and 
the  Federal  Lej^alatnre.  This  was  not,  cer- 
tainly, his  view  of  the  antifect  But,  for  the 
aake  <a  anoment,  aoppoaiug  that  they  were  con- 
cnrrant,  he  contenoed  that  the  power  of  the 
State  ehotdd  yield  to  the  oononrrent  power  of 
the  General  Government,    It  waa,  however. 


armw 


Iied  that  the  Federal  Government  cannot 
^ate  its  power  to  the  Government  of  the 


ahowed  what  I: 
conrts.  It  waa,  that  bemnse  Congresa,  as  it 
might  do,  did  not  render  the  Jnrisdlction  of  its 
own  oourta  paramonnt  in  all  things  over  the 
Statee,  the  power  of  the  State  jndiciary  was 
not  enlfleot  to  the  mandatea  of  the  Federal 
jndiciary  in  many  cases;  this  was  evidence 
that  the  Federal  Oovemmeat  only  chooses  t« 
exerdsea  portion  of  thepower,  which  it  might 
have  exfvoised  wholly,  if  ao  disposed. 

The  right  of  tlw  people  to  be  represented 
depends  npon  themselvee;  and  if  those  they 
introst  to  make  the  reenlationa  necessary  to 
enable  tliem  to  eqjoy  ibla  right,  ful  to  make 
the  regnlationa,  they  will  have  to  safTer  the 
inconvenience  of  not  being  represented ;  which 
ia  the  only  nnnishment  that  can  properly  be 
spoken  of.  The  Senator  from  New  York  in- 
qoires  whether  the  peuple  are  to  be  deprived 
of  the  ri^t,  by  the  malfeaaonoe  of  their  Legla- 
latnreat  Ilie  answer  is,  tbat  it  is  in  oonae- 
qnenee  of  the  neglect  of  their  own  agents;  and 
to  them  they  moat  look,  and  they  most  moke 
them  aooonntnble.  Disposed  aa  he  was  to  pre- 
serve to  the  States  the  right  of  exercising  this 
power,  he  could  not  reoognixe  the  doctrine  tbat 
there  is  no  anthority  to  exercise  the  power  in 
the  constitution,  what  he  contenoed  was, 
that  the  Gongresaional  power  was  not  a  pri- 
mary one,  bnt  an  nlterior  and  proviaionary  one. 
His  proposition  waa,  that  it  was  only  with  this 
nnderatandtag  the  constitution  waa  ratified  by 
the  States ;  and,  however  it  may  exist  on  the 
face  of  the  constitntion  aa  a  literal  power,  yet 
he  maintained  that  good  Utfa— more  important 
to  the  Government  than  the  exemiae  of  the 
power — shoold  impel  Oongreaa  to  rethun  from 
the  exerciee  of  the  literal  power. 

He  iuforred  the  intention  that  it  was  not  to 
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1w  exerrased,  not  aloae  ftam  oonteinp<nwieoa8 
evidence,  bnt  from  the  very  words  of  the  in- 
atrnoMnt  itaelf.  The  first  pbraM  of  the  section 
oosflrtDS  tbe  primuy  power  in  ttie  Stales ;  the 
nltwior  and  oonditicaial  power  is  given  to  Oon- 

ri,  ThMt  this  wu  the  view  taken  of  it  by 
framers  of  the  oouBtdtatwn,  was  dedaoible 
from  oontemporoDeons  eyidenoe  of  an  abnn- 
dant  oharscter.  He  quoted  tlie  ofMons  of  Ur. 
UadisoD  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  as  preaented  in 
the  Federalist  The j  argued  that  the  power  of 
Oongrew  was  aecondary,  not  primary;  and  that 
Us  extotenee  at  all  was  only  necessary  for  ita 
moral  inflnenee,  and  not  for  ita  exercise.  He 
alio  quoted  Jn^Ura  Story's  Ootnmentariea,  and 
those  of  OhutceUor  Rent,  as  well  as  otli«a,  in 
mpport  of  this  view  of  tbe  enhject. 

The  oonseqnence  of  ezend^ng  the  primary 
power  by  the  Federal  Government  was  tan- 
seen ;  and  to  gnard  ag^st  this,  It  waa  made 
only  a  seoondctry  power.  It  was  foreseen  that, 
If  ue  prima^  power  was  given  to  CongreM, 
the  Federal  Oavenmieat  wonld  have  to  pro- 
vide Federal  machinery,  and  go  into  the  Statee 
to  exercise  a  enpervisory  and  ofFensive  power, 
derogatory  to  ^eir  sorereign  dignity. 

The  experience  of  fifty  years  was  in  faw  of 
not  exercising  the  seocMidary  power  in  Bnbver- 
sioa  of  the  primary  power.  To  exercise  it 
would  be  a  Tiolation  of  the  good  faith  apon 
which  the  coostitation  was  ratified  by  States 
which  never  wonld  hare  rodfied  it,  had  the 
understanding  been  that  Goagress  was  to  exer- 
dee  the  primary  power. 

It  is  argned  Uiat  the  minority  cannot  Iw 
represented  by  the  general-ticket  ayatem. 
"Wnat  minority  had  called  upon  Oon^rees  for 
redress  t  May  not  the  anreBste  mmorities 
be  as  great  in  a  Htate,  nnder  the  district  sys- 
tem, as  nnder  the  general-ticket  system?  No 
Buoh  protection  of  minorities  is  invoked  at  the 
hands  of  Congress;  the  aaanmpUon  is  enldrely 
gratuitous. 

Fearftil  piotnres  have  been  drawn  of  the 
consequences  of  the  consolidated  party  infiu- 
enceemacombinaUonoflargeBtates;  butthere 
waa  nothing  in  reality  in  these  terrors.  The 
growth  of  popnlation  waa  antagonist  to  all 
combinations.  What  has  never  nappened  in 
the  infancy  of  this  Oovemment  never  can 
b^tpeu  in  its  matnrity.  It  is  s^d  now  is  the 
accepted  time ;  but  will  it  not  be  time  enongh 
to  act,  when  facts,  not  apprehensions,  demand 
the  interference  of  Oongresst 

He  enumerated  the  differences  which  exist 
throughout  the  several  States,  with  regard  to 
the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  holding  elec- 
tions. The  avowed  obiect  of  this  change  is  to 
provide  uniformity  tn  sll  the  States ;  yet  it  can 
only  prodnce  uniformity  In  a  single  particular, 
leaving  all  the  other  diversities  just  as  great 
as  they  ever  have  been.  The  end  proposed 
will  not,  therefore,  be  attained. 

He  did  not  anticipate  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  States ;  hut  if  they  did  resist,  it  wonld 
remain  for  Ooi^resa  to  act  itself;  and  the  only 
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action  it  could  take  woold  be  to  ntae  abm- 
sion  into  the  other  branch  to  an^  Bepwiito- 
tives  not  elected  according  to  this  lav.  On- 
gress,  in  that  case,  wooldM  placed  inn  ntu- 
onist  position  to  the  States.  The  StatMvoilil 
be  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  fieunl 
Qoremment.  Should  a  vacancy  occn  in  Sk 
representation  of  a  Sttl«^  the  Govenior  ilnt 
has  the  right  of  issninga  prodanutieu  lopmiJc 
fbr  the  Bleotion  ot  a  B^reMntotive  to  SI  tk 


might  result  ttota  tbe  dissent  of  a  Istge  nmslxt 
of  the  States.  They  ml^t  be,  olthondi  brer 
able  to  tbe  diab^ct  system,  yet  aroused  Vf  kt, 
asserting  a  power  tbe  exercise  oi  which  niM 
be  a  Tiolaoon  of  good  fi^th.  Tiey  ndgh 
reverse  their  system. 

Mr.  Batabd  did  not  propose  to  mik«  i 
speech ;  but  had  merely  risen  to  make  a  ao^ 
remark  in  referenoe  to  an  argnmmt  msAtM 
of  by  the  Senator  from  New  Tcik,  (lb 
WnoBT.)  The  danse  in  the  bin  wUcbk 
proposes  to  amend,  merely  says  that  taA  tUt 
Bball  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dirtri* 
equal  to  the  number  of  members  to  whid  t^ 
State  is  entitled.  It  does  not  say  each  SHra 
shall  have  a  flill  ratio ;  and  that  was  i  «» 
plete  answer  to  the  notion  of  fraotioiu  bo; 
unrepresented.  It  is  not  true  than  any  poctiis 
of  a  district  goee  without  a  Befpreautitin 
The  first  thing  is  to  fix  the  proper  mtmbff  ta 
form  a  House  of  Bepresentatives;  aodlbaU 
^portion  them  acoording  to  rrapedivepift 
lations  among  the  States.  The  Bautaft 
amendment,  therefore,  is  evidoiUy  uumo- 
sary.  He  asked  the  Secretuj  torMdUwjn- 
posed  atnendroent.  jit  was  read.]  TUs  we 
quite  unneceasanr.  There  was  nothing  to  in- 
vent the  State  otSaw  York  from  appnticmla 
its  forty  distriota  into  whatever  oiviBotsa 
population  It  pleased. 

Mr.  ■ffmoHT  waa  i 

by  the  new  view  i.    . 

Delaware  had  token.  He  sa^ s  there  Is  Dodi^ 
to  prevent  New  York  being  made  one  distrid 
or  ten  districts,  notwithstanding  her  W,<f6 
inhabitants.  Now,  if  snoh  was  the  Istitode  left 
by  the  law,  he  wonld  be  better  i^eaaed  tosH 
the  districts  settied  by  Congress  at  wee,  vi^ 
out  calling  upon  the  L^Idature  of  Ne«  Tin 
to  do  it 

Mr.  Buns,  of  Oonneoticnt,  asked  at  whatlMut 
the  national  leg^aUon  was  to  begin,  sod  IH 
State  legislation  to  be  left  off  if  thepo»eri» 
concurrent^  and  yet  the  Federal  paver  b 
paramount! 

Mr.  Bbkbibn  explained,  that  the  assBtt" 
of  the  concurrent  power  bytheFedwslGwMB- 
ment  wonld  be  only  partiaL  If  tt  related  U 
time,  the  State  Lceidatnie  would  have  prijouT 
power  to  exercise  over  place  and  bmibw;  * 
if  Congress  exercised  the  power  eyer  place,  t» 
State  would  exercise  the  primary  power  oref 
time  and  manner;  so  also  in  relatioo  foa^ 
ner.    The  primary  power  was  paramoiuit  m 
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the  aecondarr  power  gf  HltenUion  intfirfered, 
and  made  the  power  of  tiie  Btate  to  osrry  out 
tLe  lair  secondarT'. 

iir.  SwTB  contended  that  CoogreBB  did  not 
act  at  all  in  thu  bill ;  it  onlj  orders  the  States 
to  act.  This  is  storing  nhero  Congress 
began — it  is  an  order  without  the  force  of  alaw, 
and  therefore  is  the  aaa.eM  no  action  at  aU.  If 
Congress  b^ins  to  do  what  it  may  do,  it  has 
a  right  to  £>  what  it  nodertakea,  or  not  at 

The  question  was  called  fbr  on  Ur.  Vbiobt's 
ainendment. 

Mr.  Allbn  would  Tote  for  this,  or  gar  ottier 
nmemlmeiit  that  woatd  make  tiaa  section  leia 
objectionable;  but  would  afterwards  vote-  to 
strike  out  the  whole  seataon,  no  matter  how 
amended. 

The  ayea  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and 
resulted  as  followa : 

YuB. — Meavs.  Alleo,  Bifby,  Benlmi,  Becfauun, 
Ctlboun,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  HclhdwKs, 
Seiier,  Sturgeon,  Tqtpan,  Wilker,  WUcoi,  WUliuna, 
Woodbnrj  Wright,  uid  Young— 19. 

IiATK—UeBsn.  Ardier,  Bwrow,  Bales,  Bayud, 
Berrien,  Choate,  CUrtoo,  Connd,  Crafts,  Etuu, 
Graham,  Hendenon,  Hiratingtoii,  Ker,  Uanguin,  Hoi^ 
rtck,  Hillcr,  Horebead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Rlies, 
Siiomons,  Smith  of  iDdiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
While,  and  WoedbridgB — S9. 

BOTTSB  OF  BBPBBBKKTA-nVEB. 

Tdbbdat,  June  7. 

Ur.  Gliffobd  presented  the  resolntions  of 
he  L^eielatore  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  pay 
lad  mUeage  of  tnembera  of  Oongresa. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  L,  Hobsoa  and 
ithera,  praying  for  the  estabtishment  of  a  mail- 

Bill  Sttmdinif  the  Operation  of  Tariff'  -^w  • 
Hr.  FiLuionB,  by  instrnotions  of  the  Com- 
nittee  of  Wstb  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to 
.'xtend  for  a  limited  period  the  present  laws 
br  laying  and  collecting  duties  on  importa. 
inai  twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
A-hole  Honae  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
trdered  to  be  printed. 

[N.  B.  The  bill  extends  the  operations  of 
he  present  tariff  laws  to  1st  August  next] 

Weit  Point  AeaeUmy. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Filuidbb, 

The  Bonae  took  np  the  bill  making  appro- 
itiations  for  the  support  of  the  army  and  of 
he  military  academy  for  the  year  1642^  the 
[oestion  being  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ncnts  made  yeeterday  in  Committee  of  the 
n^hole, 

Mr.  IsoEfiaoLL  said  he  should  now  move  to 
-ecommit  the  bill  to  the  Gomn^ttee  on  Military 
^fliaira,  or  to  any  other,  as  the  House  might 
letermino,  with  instmotiona,  such  oa  were  con- 
ained  in  the  identical  resolution  by  which  the 
amr  was  reduced  In  1S31. 
You  XrV^27 


Mr.  BxmoLna  desired  to  amend  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Ii(ou»oi.L,)  by  the  addition  of  inatrnctions  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  or 
chan^ng  the  laws  eHtabUshing  the  West  Point 
academy — or,  in  other  words,  to  abolish  it. 
My  only  exonae  audjuatificaliou  for  presenting 
thia  snbjeot  to  the  Honae  Is,  that  I  am  clearly 
satisfied  that  the  military  academy  at  West 
Point  waa  oatabUshed  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
Solicy  and  priadples  on  which  It  is  con- 
ucted  are  hostile  to  the  free  institntiona  of  the 

EnUrtaining  tbeae  sentiments,  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  my  oonstitnents  to  present  them  to 
thia  House  for  their  cooMderation.  And  I  am 
not  alone  In  believing  the  academy  at  West 
Point  ought  to  be  abolished,  br  so  regulated  as 
to  be  made  acceptable  to  the  publio.  The 
Legislatures  of  tiie  States  of  Tennessee  and 
Ohio  have  both  paseed  reeoladons,  requesting 
their  members  in  Congress  to  appropriato  no 
more  money  for  the  support  of  this  instituticm; 
and  each  State  has  condemned  the  academy  in 
the  moit  severe  terms.  Those  resolutions 
passed  the  QmetiH  Assembly  of  Tennessee  on 
the  2eth  November,  188S ;  and  those  in  Ohio 
on  the  8d  March  1684.  The  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  use  this  bold  and  enei^etio  lan- 
guage: 

"That  said  milituy  establldunant  engfat  to  be 
aboliahed,"  and  "ia  partial  in  Ita  <q)eratious,  and 
wboUy  incoo^ateDt  with  the  Sfniit  and  genius  of  ovr 
lilieral  iaititotioiM,'' 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolutJons  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Btate  of  Tennes- 
aeo,  they  express  themselves  in  the  following 
strong  and  forcible  manner.  Speaking  of  the 
constitutional  power,  they  say; 

"  Such  power  is  wholly  unknowa  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  Uulted  States,  and  at  war  with  those  prin- 
ciples and  maxims  which  should  ever  be  held  sacred 
by  a  free  and  enligfatened  people." 

Am  I  not  sustained  in  my  position  by  the 
solemn  judgments  of  two  free  and  enlightened 
States  of  uiis  Confederacy?  These  detusiocs 
were  not  pronounced  witiiont  reflection  and 
consideration,  but  were  the  rSsolt  of  solemn 
and  senoos  deliberation  in  both  States.  More- 
over, I  have  no  hesitation  in  sa^icg  that  a  great 
nuyority  of  the  people  of  tlus  whole  Union 
entertain  the  same  sentiments  as  expressed  by 
the  two  States  above  mentioned;  and  wonld 
rejoice,  with  exceeding  great  joy,  if  the 
academy  were  abolished.  So  soon  aa  the  facts 
in  relation  to  its  institution  are  laid  before  the 

a  lie,  and  a  discussion  is  had  on  them,  the 
tntlon  will  crumble  to  the  dnst^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  la  no  person  who  ap- 
preciates educatjon  more  tbfua  I  da    I  know 
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it  not  onlf  elevatcB  man  to  the  hlriiMt  state  of 
happiness  and  perfection  of  whioh  hnmaD 
natnre  is  sosoep^blo,  but  it  U  also  the  foonda- 
tioD  of  OUT  national  existecoe.  Education  not 
onl;  makes  man  that  elevated  "being,  holding 
large  diBconrae,  looking  before  and  after,"  bnt 
it  also  enables  him  to  know  hia  rights,  and 
thereby  govern  himself  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  t^ee  government. 

The  Bjetem  of  primar?  tchooU  has  received, 
on  all  occasions,  m^r  most  hearty  support;  No 
matter  in  what  eitnation  I  maj  have  acted, 
either  in  pnblio  or  private  life,  I  have  never 
ceased  my  exertions,  feeble  as  thej  may  have 
been,  to  promote  edacatloQ  anraogst  the 
people.  I  give  to  it  the  greatest  value  and  ooD' 
flideration.  Keverthelean^  although  it  may  Im 
ofsDoh  inestimable  valae,  yet  we  mnst  advance 
it  by  the  rules  of  Joatioe,  aod  the  coottitntion 
of  the  oonntry. 

Religion, '  although  it  is  the  greatest  blessing 
to  man,  may  yet  be  carried  to  anoh  extremes 
that  it  oeasee  to  be  religion — becomes  fanati- 
cism, and  a  cnrae  rather  than  a  blesnng  to  the 
people.  Bo  with  the  military  academy,  when 
it  is  established  in  violalJoo  of  the  oonttitntion, 
and  its  operattona  are  oontraiy  to  the  principles 
of  equality. 

In  giving  the  Oonatitation  of  the  United 
States  that  reasonable  and  limited  constmotion 
wbiob  confines  the  Qeneral  Government  within 
the  meaning  of  that  instrnment,  no  power  can 
be  discovered  to  anthorize  Congrcaa  to  estab- 
lish the  military  academy.  No  one  pretends 
there  is  any  express  provision  In  the  constitn- 
tioc,  antiiorimg  Oongresa  to  create  this  ineti- 
tntioa;  bat  the  power,  if  any,  must  be  raised 
by  constraction  and  implication. 

It  ia  considered  at  this  day  nnwisa  and 
dangeroos  for  the  General  Oovemment  to 
exercise  powers  by  implication  and  constmo- 
tion,  which  are  not  expressly  granted  by  the 
constitution.  If  Oongresa  will  enter  the  field 
of  "common  defence  and  general  wel&re," 
there  is  no  place  to  stop  at ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
coDstitntion  woold  be  entirely  sabvert^d.  The 
General  Government  is  confined  to  only  a  few 
general  objects  of  legislation,  whioh  are  express- 
ly grant^  by  the  eonstitntion.  Amongst 
these  snbjects,  on  which  Oongress  hare  the 
power  to  act,  I  am  clearly  satisfied  the  military 
academy  cannot  be  found.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  Hr,  Jefferson,  while  he  was  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  1798,  when  this  snbjeot 
was  first  discussed  In  the  cabinet  of  President 
Washington.  In  the  fourth  volume  of  Jeffbr- 
son's  Works,  page  499,  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions 
are  there  recorded  as  follows : 

"  It  WHS  proposed  to  recotnnieiid  the  eatibliduttent 
«f  a  military  acadeoij.  I  ol^ected  ^ut  none  of  the 
specified  powers  given  by  the  eonstitntion  to  Coq. 
eresa  would  authorize  this." 

In  the  same  page,*Hr,  Jefferson  again  states, 
that  '■  I  opposed  it,  as  onautborlaed  by  the  oon- 


Pretidenl  Washington  submitted  the  pn- 
priety  to  Oongresa  of  estabUshiug  the  miliuij 
academy  or  not,  as  they  pleased,  without  uj 
recommendation  whatever  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  member  ftm 
New  York,  (Ur.  Wasd,)  iu  a  speech,  ststcd  le 
the  House  that  "  the  Democratic  part;  tSka 
to  a  strict  oouetraotion  of  the  coastiiBtiiiL 
They  take  nothing  by  implication,  and  uuiiiiiii 
tliat  is  not  plainly  expressed  in  the  grut  d 
power  to  the  Qeneral  Government.  Btiin 
they  have  ever  opposed  the  establiihuKiit  cf 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States;  for  there  > 
nothing  iu  the  terma  of  the  CMutilntin  to 
authorize  the  inoorporattoo  of  such  aa  ioaitg- 
tiou.  Eenoe,  also,  they  were  opposed  to  lb 
system  of  intenial  improvement  by  the  Gaai 
Government,  and  to  the  exercise  of  ethn 
powen  not  clearly  oouferred  by  that  iutn' 
ment  upon  Congress."  This  is  the  mai 
doctrine  of  the  party,  as  far  as  I  am  manui 
on  the  subject.  This  being  the  judgntectud 
deoi^on  of  the  party,  will  not  the  siioe  pit 
ment  apply  to  the  military  acadamj,  ai 
abolish  itl  If  either  of  the  above  saUeOitK 
nnoonBtitntional,  the  academy  must  fbllo'  H* 
same  &te.  I  hope  the  gentleman  (Kr.  Win 
will  apply  his  own  doctrine  to  the  ledtaf. 


and  Join  me  in  doing  the  people  the  bed  mtw 
we  can  perform — which  is,  to  abolish  (bewi 
taij  academy  at  West  Point. 


On  Uie  rth  December,  1T96,  President  Tdr 
ington,  in  direct  terms,  recommended  Ibr  t^ 
tablishment  of  a  military  academy,  and  in  iW 
same  message  he  also  recommended  "  a  DtMil 
university,  "A  primary  olyoct  rf  ad 
national  institution  uioold  be,"  says  the  iw- 
aage,  "the  education  of  our  youths  in  it 
acience  of  government." 

No  one  venerates  the  name  and  liaa/Wiil 
General  Waahington  more  than  I  do.  E«  ^ 
venerated  and  honored  by  all  the  natioiui/i!' 
earth;  and  hia  fiime,  no  doubt,  will  esdir' 
forever.  Yet,  "to  err  is  human."  TiUfc 
most  pure  and  patriotio  motires,  be  reon- 
monded  a  national  university  to  thJe  coosdin' 
tion  of  Ctngrees,  "  lo  educate  our  yootli  a  l^ 
edenoe  of  government."  I  presume  no  oo^  i> 
this  day,  will  contend  that  Ctuigresa  tiis  lit 
power  to  establish  a  national  uniTcraily  bt  u>( 
objects  mentioned  in  the  menage.  Tben  i^ 
no  more  constitutional  ground  for  ihemiEtB! 
academy,  than  for  the  national  uaivNiiQ' ;  V' 
none  exists  for  either.  , 

Although  many  of  the  greatest  s*g^^^ 
patriots  tbat  ever  existed  in  this  oooDtir  »« 
yielded  to  the  constitntionality  of  thU  iowa- 
tion,  yet  it  is  the  birthright  of  ereij "« 
American  dtiiea  to  construe  the  cooSOm* 
accordiof;  to  the  dictates  of  hia  own  e^""^ 
No  one  m  this  House  la  sw<wn  to  "TPS JT 
eonstitntion  according  to  the  o^nieu  «]***' 
iogtmi,  JeSbraoD,  or  other  grut  toea,  w  «- 
coidlng  to  the  sobw  and  ddlborate  dKU»°^ 
his  own  oMiscienoe.  HnmWe  and  feel*  s> ' 
may  be,  I  will  (^ve  to  the  ocuutttutioii  N"  *'' 


DigilizcdbyGoO^Ie 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBBBS 


porition  as  wiU  Mtlsff  my  own  ooiiBoiuioe,  and 
allow  the  mum  privilege  to  ail  others.  Many 
of  the  American  Preeldents,  with  the  pm-eat 
laotJTca,  have  ngned  bills  inoorporstinR  banks, 
for  internal  improvements,  &c.,  whioh  have 
been  oonndered,  on  en>erience  and  refleetioo, 
not  to  be  aathorized  by  the  oonstitnUon. 
May  not  the  same  be  the  decision  of  after- 
dmea  in  regard  to  the  military  academy—thAt 
*(  u  aito  vtieoiutUutionalt 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  academy  fa,  in  my  opinion, 
not  onlj  nnoonstitational,  bnt  it  is  uso  fonnd- 
ed  on  prindplee  whttA  render  it  extremely 
obnaxions  to  the  people.  This  ItutitDtioa  Is 
established  and  oondncted  !n  direct  hostility 
to  all  the  prinoiplea  of  equality  and  free 
goremment,  which  are  always  held  saered  by 
an  enlightened  pw^le. 

AooOTding  to  the  report  of  M^or-Qeneral 
Macomb,  the  military  twademy  was  eetahlished 
by  act  of  Congress  of  the  16th  March,  1803. 
Before  that  time  an  attempt  was  tnade  to 
create  a  military  school  at  West  Point  for 
the  raiment  of  BrtUlerigta  and  engineers.  This 
school  progressed  slowly,  aod  with  but  little 
saoceos.  By  act  of  the  fiSth  February,  1808, 
one  teacher  of  the  French  language  and  one 
tender  of  drawing  were  added  to  the  instita- 
tiun;  also  one  artificer  and  eighteen  men,  to 
aid  in  making  praotical  experiments.  Ten 
cttdeta  were  then  anthoriEed  for  the  engineers, 
and  forty  for  the  artillerists. 

The  act  of  the  lith  April,  1808,  anthoriied 
th«  ^ipcnntment  of  twenty  cadets  for  the  light 
artillety,  one  hnndred  fbr  the  infantry,  sixteen 
for  the  cavalry,  and  twenty  for  the  rifiemen. 

The  act  of  the  99th  April,  1813,  aathorized 
tbm  appointment  of  cadets  between  the  agee  of 
sixteen  and  twenty-one,  not  to  exoeed  S50  in 
alL  OadetB  are  to  aerTe  five  years,  nnless 
flooner  diaobarged.  The  same  law  provides 
that  cadeta  when  they  graduate,  are  candidates 
fbr  a  commission  for  an  office  in  the  army,  and 
if  no  vacan«7  eriata  at  the  time,  the  cad^  are 
continued  in  office  by  brevet,  and  attached  to  the 
army  as  snperanmerary  offioersL  The  last  act 
added  one  professor  of  natural  and  experimen- 
tal pbilosopny,  with  one  aaalstant ;  one  prolbssor 
of  mathematics,  with  one  asdstant;  and  one 
profo»>r  of  engineering,  with  one  asdstant,  to 
tbo  instttntion. 

This  short  Ustory  of  the  academy  will  show 
tbe  priodples  on  which  tbia  inatitntion  is 
fonnaed.  I  may  also  add  to  the  above  history, 
the  following  ^^ct&  taken  fhnn  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  ZBth  January, 
1831,  and  confirmed  by  an  excellent  report 
made  W  the  hoDorable  Mr.  Smith  of  Maine, 
dated  March  1st,  18S7,  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
eentativee.  By  an  eatimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (fi-om  the  23tb  of  January,  1881,)  the 
snpply  of  the  army  from  the  corps  of 
graduated  cadets  has  averaged  about  twenty- 
two  annually;  while  those  who  graduate  are 
abont  forty — making  an  excess  of  ^gbteen 
cadeta  each  year.    Ue  mmber  two  Iraodred 


and  fifty  are  alwaya  in  tbe  academy.  This 
makes  the  annual  proportion  of  graduates  to 
the  whole  number  entered  la  the  academy  fall 
short  of  ont  in  lix;  and  the  number  annually 
entering  the  army  to  the  number  Altering  the 
academy,  falls  short  of  one  in  elevtn. 

In  regard  to  the  expenses  of  each  cadet  en- 
tering the  army,  the  above  two  reports  state 
"that,  in  1831,  the  cost  of  education  of  each 
cadet  entering  the  anny  was  hx  thousand 
dollars."  This  calculation  is  based  on  the 
whole  amount  of  money  expended  on  the 
academy,  and  on  the  whole  nomber  of  cadeta 
eotering  the  army ;  so  that  the  expenses  to  the 
QoTemment,  hy  this  mode  of  edncation,  is  six 
thousand  dollars  for  each  officer  before  he  en- 
ters the  public  aervioc. 

Mr.  Bpeaker,  it  will  be  seen,  by  these  acts  of 
Oongress,  that  an  order  of  nobility  is  estab- 
lished at  West  Point  The  cadets  educated 
at  this  Institution  at  the  public  expense,  with- 
out rendering  any  equivalent  to  tbe  public  for 
tbe  same,  fall  precisely  within  the  meaning 
and  definition  of  tbe  privileged  classes  M 
EnropCi.  The  meaning  of  the  word  ''nobility  " 
is  also  i^iplicable  to  them  in  this  country,  as 
well  as  in  nations  where  that  class  of  people  is 
tolerated  by  law.  I  find  tbe  meaning  of  the 
word  defined  in  the  Sd  voL,  p.  16S,  of  William 
L^ntett's  writings,  and  the  application  will  be 
readily  made  to  the  oadtia  at  West  Point 

"  A.  noble  is  defined  by  English  writers,  to  mean  a 
person  who  has  a  pritilege  that  nisea  bim  shove  the 
commoner,  or  peasant.  On  tbe  continent,  the  wonl 
iu)bU  is  less  restricted  than  In  Engltnd.  Ibe 
French  acadeiny  thus  defUe  Ui«  word  :  '  one  who,  by 
tdrlh,  or  by  patent  from  the  prince,  eiakespartof  a 
disdngnisbed  class  In  the  state.'" 

The  cadets  are  nuaed  above  "  the  common- 
er," and  are  made  by  law  "part  of  a  distin- 
guished cIms  in  tbe  state."  They  are  fed, 
cloljied,  aod  supported  at  the  public  expense^ 
without  rendering  any  equivalent,  and  therefore 
All  directly  within  the  class  of  nobility,  which 
the  oonstitution  says,  shall  not  exist  in  the 
United  States. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  the 
cadeda  have  a  oompleto  monopoly  of  all  the 
oSoes  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  No 
person  can  be  appointed  to  an  ofQce  in  the 
army,  if  he  be  not  a  cadet  graduated  at  the 
West  Pwnt  academy. 

This  presents  a  most  serious  oonuderation 
to  the  people.  Is  it  right  to  exclnde  all  the 
American  people,  no  matter  what  he  their 
qnalifioations,  and  oonfine  all  the  offices  in  the 
army  to  yonng  men  edikcated  at  the  military 
aoademvl 

In  this  Repablio  raooopolles  are  o^oni. 
They  are    at  war  with  all  the  principles  of 

Siuality  and  free  Oovemment,  which  shotild 
ways  be  held  sacred  by  the  people.  The 
good  sense  of  the  people  ha*  condemned  a 
bank  and  other  monopolies.  But  the  monop- 
oly of  the  army  offices  b  nxire  eztensiT^  and 
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more  dangerona  to  tb«  libertiM  of  the  people^ 
than  all  the  othen  togetlier.  All  tlw  force 
and  power  of  the  whole  atdij  are  under  Hie 
control  of  these  eadet  offieen.  In  peace,  the 
army  hu  an  Immense  oontrolliiiK  inflnenee ; 
bat  in  war,  it  in  irrenstible  and  eXl-powerfoL 
ITeTerthelesa,  all  this  power  and  inflaence  are  io 
the  hands  of  a  complete  monopolj.  la  this 
light  in  a  oonntij  of  freedom  uid  cf  eansl 
rightat  We  hear  it  aBeerted  that  a  standing 
army  is  dftngerona  to  the  libertiea  of  the  peo- 
ple; bat  how  maoh  more  dangerona  is  it  to 
oave  all  the  offices  in  the  armj  coDtrolled  \>j  a 
monopoly  I 

The  bidets  eompodng  thla  monopoly  are 
Moloded  from  any  Interconrae  with  the  masa 
of  the  people — are  edncated  apart  from  the 
people,  and  form  a  distinct  and  separate  claHs 
in  the  commnnity.  These  cadet  officers  are 
appointed  for  life,  and  are  not  dependent 
directly  on  the  people  ftir  rapport  They  can- 
not, under  these  circnraatanoes,  have  any  con- 
genial  or  common  feelings  with  the  people; 
and  are  a  monopoly  dangeroaa,  at  the  aeiM  of 
a  large  standing  anny,  to  the  liberties  of  the 
oonntry. 

la  it  poirible  that  the  cadets  edncated  at  the 
military  academy  will  have  more  merit,  and 
pOMMR  better  qoallflcations  for  the  army,  than 
can  be  found  amongat  all  the  othtr  v»»plt  in 
the  Union  t  No  man  will  believe  that  for^ 
yoang  men,  gradoated  annnally  at  the  West 
Point  academy,  possess  better  qnalificaUonB  for 
military  command  than  all  the  rest  of  mankind 
in  the  United  States. 

These  young  men  are  selected  between 
fourteen  and  twenty-one  yearn  of  age — when 
they  are  so  yonng  that  their  talent«  and 
capacity  for  military  command  cannot  be 
kiuawn.  The  natural  ability  of  the  youth,  at 
this  tender  age,  cannot  be  asoert^ned ;  and  all 
the  education  on  earth,  without  it,  cannot 
enoceed  in  forming  a  great  military  com- 
mander. Moreover,  the  Secretary  of  War  oan- 
not  be  acqntunted  with  all  (he  yonng  men 
throughout  the  Union  between  the  yeora  of 
fonrteen  and  twenty-one ;  and,  in  making  the 
aelectiona  for  the  military  academy,  he  most, 
therefore,  be  guided  hy  the  informatJon  of 
others.  Through  the  medium  of  this  infonna- 
tion  and  recommendation  of  others,  is  it  likely 
—Is  it  probable — that  the  poor,  and  those  with- 
out friends  and  in  obsoare  attnations,  are  likely 
to  be  reoommended  and  appointed  oodeta  to 
the  academyt  The  influential  and  wealthy 
will  be  better  known,  and  more  likely  to  be 
appointed ;  while  the  poor  and  obscure  will  be 
overlooked.  Thia  Is  human  nature,  and  will 
more  or  leas  operate  on  the  appoiatiog  power, 

Hr.  Speaker,  will  it  be  safe,  or  will  it  be 
wise  and  pmdont,  to  commit  the  deetinies  of 
this  natioi^  so  far  as  its  military  operations  are 
concerned,  to  these  cadets  alonet  In  time  of 
var,  the  rishta  and  libertiea  of  the  people  are 
dependent  in  a  great  d^ree  on  the  army.  It 
is  tha  right  arm  of  the  nation's  de&noe;  ondb 


it  wise  and  prudent  to  exclude  all  lh«  DitiaB 
from  any  command  in  the  anny,  eicqit  ibt 
cadets,  and  confine  the  main  defonec  <f  ih 
people  to  these  young  men  I 

Much  glory,  or  mnch  dishonor  to  tlie  anntrr, 
ia  always  depending  on  the  honotiblt  ud 
elevated  bearing  of  the  army.  In  war,  it  ii  th 
m^  pillar  of  the  nation;  almoat  every  tliii| 
— our  aafety,  national  honor,  Ae.,  &c.,a»eo- 
mittedto  it.  And  is  it  wise,  I  a^in  Mk,  to» 
dude  all  the  military  talents  of  the  country  tern 
the  service,  except  the  graduateaofVeatPditl 

The  priuoiplee  oa  which  this  tnat^eUcB  ii 
founded  destroy  that  patriotism  and  antitin 
to  beoome  quahfied  to  fill  etationa  fn  tht  mj, 
that  are  so  aeceesary  to  be  encouraged  ii  i 
republic.  No  person  who  ia  not  &»  hrwa 
of  Weet  Point  will  deem  it  important  to  qu^ 
himself  for  the  military  service  of  the  eouti?, 
as  he  has  not  the  least  hope  of  entni^  it 
All  the  honors  and  emoluments  tn  maupo- 
lized  in  the  hands  of  the  cadets  at  West  Fcut 
This  policy  will  destroy  that  patriotic  ■iuil» 
tion  among  the  people  that  ia  ao  eeaential  to  tM 
existence  of  a  free  OoveramenL  Bat  tta 
oppression  and  pontive  injnry  inflicted  en  tla 
private  soldier  in  the  army  are  incaknlaUe. 

This  ia  one  principal  reason  that  it  ii  ft 
difficult  to  fill  the  ranka  of  theaimy  intimtd 
peaoe.    Ho  matter   vhat  good  mtonk,  ad 


generona  and  meribwions  eondnct  tlmq^ 
nis  life,  a  private  soldier  may  obsi 
army — it  matters  not  what  porion 


liant  actions  he  m^  perform  in  tbetentedWd 
for  hia  oonntry — it  ia  qidte  immattrisl  BhanU 
the  private  soldier  in  the  American  arm;  ar 
vive  the  most  gsllant  and  hazardous  (oto- 
prises,  performed  for  the  honor  and  ^uyi^bit 
naUve  conntry,  yet  that  eatmtrp,  by  the  optn- 
tion  of  the  military  academy,  ha*  not  tb 
power  to  reward  his  patriotic  serricM,  u^ 
place  him  in  anv  rank  in  Uie  army  aceoriuf 
to  his  merit  Be  ia  exoladed  from  soy  ofiw 
in  the  military  servioe,  no  matter  whstmiybt 
his  merit. 

And  by  whom  excluded!  By  a  Jf^ 
cadet,  juat  gradoated  at  the  public  exMo*:-' 
never  having  performed,  at  tue  time,  thsM 
service  for  his  ooimtry.  P^haps  Ibis  vcttns 
Boldier  bears  the  honorable  marks  of  wMW 
received  wblle  he  was  defending  the  rigUi 
and  liberties  of  the  people ;  and  he  ia  exdndM 
from  honor  and  office  in  the  army,  bj  a  ltli^ 
ling  reared  at  the  pnblio  ezpoise,  viiM 
performing  any  servioe  whatever.  31J»  inj*" 
tice  cries  aloud  fw  redress. 

Many  of  the  greatest  military  canmasdn 
that  ever  ensted  took  their  rise  from  the  ns^ 
of  the  army,  and  firom  humble  and  print*  w. 
History  is  replete  with  these  fiuta,  in  sU  i^ 
and  in  all  ooontriea.  In  the  Kevolalioo.  m 
since,  in  our  country,  memorable  ""^.^^ 
gniahed  examples  are  known  to  all  I*  >'  ^V* 
to  exelude  merit  fcma  the  army  more  thas  tj 
other  aervioe  in  the  Oorenuient  t 

Where  ia  the  hidiUMBieQt  fcr  •  F"^ 
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toldter  to  either  enter  the  Berrice,  or  pei^ 
fDrm  brUliant  actioiu  in  it,  If  merit  be  not  re- 
Oat  of  forty  gradnates  each  year,  twenty- 
tiro  eater  the  army ;  and  etghteea  Are  also 
■ttached  to  it,  &■  ■n[>ernninerary  officers,  reoeiv- 
ing  pay  from  the  pnblio,  because  they  bad  the 
gwa  fortnne  to  b«  edaoated  at  the  pnblio  ez- 
peoM.  Thus  it  is  that  the  privatea  in  the 
anny,  and  all  othen,  are  exeinded  from  any 
office  in  the  military  serriM  of  the  Unitod 
Btates.  This  is  wrong';  and  the  coimtry  will 
not  iDBt^  it  when  the  ftota  are  made  known 
lo  the  people. 

With  eqnal  propriety  might  the  United 
Btalei  educate  young  men  for  the  varions  other 
offices  in  the  Govermnent,  as  for  the  offices  in 
the  army.  The  yonng  men  at  West  Point  can- 
not be  eoosidered  a  part  of  the  army,  bnt  only 
B)  tffeparing  for  it;  and  the  Government 
mt^t,  with  the  came  inrtice,  prepare  yonng 
men  for  the  bench  of  the  Saprema  Conrt,  for 
Congf«w,  or  fbr  the  office  of  President  itself. 
It  would  be  a  iai^  stride  towards  monarchy 
to  edacBte  yonng  men  for  the  Presidency. 
The  electors  might  be  constrained  to  make  a 
choice  from  those  cdaealed  young  men  for 
President  as  well  as  the  President  ia  forced  to 
take  all  the  officers  of  the  army  from  the 
gradnatca  at  West  Point.  Cungraaa  haa  no 
more  nower  to  make  a  law  In  one  case  than  in 
tbe  other. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  cannot  see  any  necessity  at 
Vhif  time  for  the  military  academy  at  West 
pMnt.  When  it  was  first  establi^ed  here, 
there  might  have  been  some  necessity  for  it. 
The  country  was  at  that  day  thinly  settled,  and 
the  means  of  edncation  not  ao  abnndant  as  at 
the  present  time.  All  the  arts  and  sciences, 
and  all  the  substantial  edncatlon,  which  is  had 
at  West  Point,  are  now  tanght  in  almost  every 
lection  of  the  Union;  all  the  improTements 
sndedoeaUon  of  theyontli  of  the  country,  that 
win  be  necenary  to  qnalify  them  fbr  any 
office^  dther  civU  or  military,  in  the  Ctovem- 
ment,  can  be  easily  procured,  and  will  be 
embraced  by  them  if.  proper  inducements  are 
held  oat  to  tiie  pabllo.  Wben  the  offices  of  the 
■nny  ara  open  to  competition,  a  seneroas 
emulation  will  exist  among  the  people  to  fill 
tiiem ;  merit  and  competency  will  be  the  basis 
of  preftrment  Under  this  new  order  of 
tiling^  oitixans  will  qualify  themselves  to  fill 
these  offioes  with  honor  to  themselves  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  ooontry.  Then,  and  not  hefbre, 
individuals  will  fill  the  offices  in  the  anny, 
having  the  confidenee  of  the  people. 

Wo  see  by  the  etateinent  of  the  Secretary, 
tlready  alluded  to,  that  there  is  less  than  one 
to  devea  that  become  officers  in  the  army  to 
diose  entering  the  academy.  Thus  it  is,  that 
>D  many  yonng  men  receive  their  education  at 
this  institution,  at  the  public  expense,  and  then 
retire  from  the  pobUo  serrioe  to  private  avooo- 

The  lioiuxable  member  Qb.  laemoLU  of 


Pennsylvania)  suggests  that  there  ore  three 
Reverend  bishops  in  the  church,  who  receive^ 
their  education  at  this  institnlion.  This,  with 
varions  other  cases  that  might  be  shown, 
proves  the  perversion  of  the  objects  of  this 
establishment  from  the  original  intention.  Is 
it  Just  and  right  that  tbe  pnblio  should  educate 
eleven  young  men  for  their  privat«  benefit,  for 
one  fbr  the  army!  And  this  one  cadet  oosta 
the  Government  about  six  thousand  dollars 
when  he  enters  the  army. 

I  pretend  to  know  nothing  abont  tbe  manner 
of  conducting  thia  academy.  All  I  complain 
of  are  the  laws  establishing  it;  they  all  shonld 
be  repealed,  and  tbe  academy  abolished. 

Ifr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  taid : 
What  was  the  maia  objection  of  the  gentle- 
man to  the  academy  at  West  Point  I  It  save 
youog  men  education  without  expense ;  ana,  if 
what  the  gentleman  had  said  was  trne,  t^ 
edncatiou  was  only  offered  to  the  sons  of  the 
nobUity  or  arisloeraey  in  this  oonntry.  Bach 
was  not  tbe  fact  How  many  men  were  there 
at  this  time  engaged  in  constmcting  railroads, 
and  carrying  on  great  civil  works,  who  never 
could  have  obtained  a  competent  edncation  but 
at  West  Point)  Again:  tbe  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  academy  was  of  no  ns^  becanse  it 
bred  up  offioers  before  it  was  known  whether 
they  would  be  fit  for  the  service.  The  gentle- 
man objected  to  training  up  men  to  the  profes- 
sion, for  fear  some  might  not  prove  competent 
to  discharge  its  duties.  Really,  to  his  mind, 
this  seemed  to  be  abont  as  much  aa  saying  that, 
before  a  child  should  be  sent  to  school,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  grow  up  to  manhood,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  seen  to  what  profesuon 
'  I  was  adapted.      ' 

In  spite  of  the  sneers  against  the  oristooraoy 
and  the  gentility  of  this  Institntioii,  he  imag- 
ined there  would  be  fonnd  sufficient  oompre- 
hension  in  the  country  to  know  that,  notwith- 
standing its  existence,  we  shonld  be  in  no 
danger  fhnn  a  standing  army;  that  our  depend- 
ence would  ever  hare  to  be  upon  the  militia  of 
the  oonntry ;  and  that  it  was  neoassary  to  have 
a  school  which  woold  difi^isa  throughout  the 
country  the  military  toienoe,  so  that  at  any  mo- 
ment it  might  be  brought  into  practical  opers- 
The  ai^ument  of  the  gentlaman,  that 
this  academy  would  make  priests,  and  famish 
them  with  the  militoiy  art,  so  that  they  could 
command  the  ohnreh  militant  to  the  imminent 
danger  of  the  people,  he  thon^t  was  a  mere 
speotre.  He  could  not  himself  apprehend  any 
danger,  even  tbongh  the  people,  wnon  called  out 
on  Uie  occasion  of  a  sadden  invarion  by  the  lu- 
I,  were  headed  by  a  priest,  as  in  the  time 
of  the  Crusades. 

He  hoped,  in  condusioi),  iJnat  the  Honsa 
would  not  oonour  with  the  gentleman  in  bia 
opinion  of  the  inefficiency  ^  the  academy; 
bnt  would  appropriate  each  a  sum  of  mimey  aa 
would  adequately  defend  tbe  nation,  so  that  the 
whole  people  might  repose  in  safety  under  the 
shadow  of  OUT  great  oonnbr. 
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Tlie  Hon.  Natbui  Applroit,  of  Boottm, 
elected  to  aapptj  the  Taosnof  ocouioned  bj 
the  reeiK^s^i')!'  ^  ^'-  ^n>TH 
ms  qnt^ed,  wid  took  bis  seat. 

The  Tariff  Bia. 

On  motion  by  Ur.  Fillkork,  the  House  re- 
■olved  itself  into  Ooininittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Btete  of  the  TlDioii,  (Mr.  MoEbnetah,  of 
PeDiu;l7)uua,  in  the  chair,)  and  reeumed  the 
ci^iMderalJon  of  the  bill  to  provide  revenne 
fixnn  importa,  and  to  ohange  and  modify  exist- 
ing laws  imposing  doUas  oa  onr  imports,  and 
for  other  pnrpoHs. 

Hi.  Saltokotaix  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  Btritdne  oat  all  after  the  enaoting  claose,  and 
inaerdng,  ui  lien  thereof,  thetariffbillreported 
by' the  Committee  on  Mann&atnrea,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  clanae. 

Hr.  J.  OAnraKiL  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
Eis  point  of  order  wsa,  that,  in  the  Oommittee 
of  tlie  Whole,  the  biJl,  having  been  first  read 
through,  was  taien  an  by  eeotions;  and  the 
first  section  being  nnder  connderstion,  it  was 
Dot  in  order  to  move  to  strike  ont  the  entire 
hill — as  well  aa  the  clanses  under  disoossioD, 
the  clause  under  consideration. 

The  Ohai^am  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
genttmoan  from  Maasaohoiettawasaot  in  order. 

Ur.  Saltokbtall  then  mored  to  strike  out 
the  first  secUon,  which  was  under  consideration, 
and  sabetitat«  tiie  eatire  amendment  which  he 
had  before  offered. 

Mr.  Fnxifosi  than  commenoed  his  speech 
to  the  oommittee;  and,  after  giving  ntteraooe 
to  a  few  words — 

Mr.  J.  Oahpbeu.  rose  and  said  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr,  Saxtoh- 
WAiL)  was  a  mere  evasion  of  the  rule.  The 
gentleman  from  Massochosetts  bad  moved  to 
strike  ont  a  single  clsose,  and  offered  to  snbsti- 
tote  for  it  an  entire  hill. 

The  Chaibkan  decided  it  to  be  in  order.  He 
a^d  the  gentieman  could  BubstitntA  any  thing 
for  the  danse  he  proposed  to  strike  oat. 

Mr.  J.  Oampbzll  appealed  from  the  deoisiDn 
of  the  Chair. 

The  QgAiaKAM  dedded  that  he  was  out  of 
order,  the  gentlemon  from  New  York  (Mr.Fiu^ 
hobb)  having  obtained  the  floor  and  oommeno- 
ed  his  address  before  the  olyectiin  waa  taken. 

Mr.  FiLLHoKB,  Umo,  as  the  ezordinm  to  his 
■peech,  entered  at  great  length  into  the  difiBcnl- 
tiea  which  the  Oonunittee  <^  Ways  and  Means 
hod  had  in  the  preparation  and  perfecting  of 
tiie  measure  now  before  the  committee.  He 
sold  it  was  a  qnestion  of  the  greatest  magnitude 
that  conld  come  before  an  American  Congress. 
Nothing  short  of  the  question  of  peace  or  war 
eonld  be  more  important  than  the  qnestion  of 
the  mode  of  rusing  the  neoeasary  revenue  to 
carry  on  the  Govenunent  It  was  also  a  sob- 
}eat  tiiat  was  oomplieated  in  its  character,  and 
be  therefore  r^jretted  that  the  Eonse  dionld 
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have  refused  authority  to  the  CommiUH  od 
Mano&ctnres  to  ooUect  soch  informabui  u 
the  settlement  of  so  imiwrtont  a  siiiHcct  itudtt- 
ed  necessary.  They  were  denied  ^«  priultp 
of  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  ud  ibq 
were  denied  the  aid  of  a  clerk ;  \)\A,  uoti^. 
standing  all  these  circumstances,  it  vh  dm  to 
Uia  committee  to  state,  that  they  bad  goM  « 
and  collected  a  mass  of  facts  that  vould  h 
found  useful  both  to  the  House  ani  to  tk 
country,  tboogh  falling  short  of  vhat  ob^  ti 
have  been  obtained  to  enable  the  lioow  (o  con- 
sider this  subject  properly.  He  sUnded  to  tioi 
"  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,"  and  railj  b; 
way  of  iqmlogy  for  the  committee,  if  the  imli 
of  ueir  labors  shoold  he  found  imperfect.  St 
next  reoapitnlated  the  Bervicea  whidi  b&d  bni 
rendered  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury  D«(ut- 
ment  to  the  committee,  and  then  proeeedtd  to 
the  all-important  qnestion  itself. 

In  the  first  place,  he  b^ged  to  state  tbtl  tMi 
was  a  revenue  bill,  intended  to  sapplj  t^ 
wants  of  tJte Treasury ;  and  he  therefcro^odJ 
consider  it  in  that  point  of  view.  Aad  thefus 
qneatioD  which  presenl«d  itself  for  considen- 
iion,  was.  What  was  ^e  amonnt  ef  itcmu 
that  would  be  required  to  carry  on  the  Gat- 
emment  t  That  question  hod  been  rather  fiiilf 
considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TiesHu;, 
and  he  bemed  to  coll  the  attention  of  the  ccib- 
mitlee  to  Ute  remarks  of  tbo  Secretory  on  l^ 
Buloect.  In  tlie  Secretary's  report  occompifl!- 
ing  hisj>n^(,  he  estimates  the  expenses  of  ^^ 
Government  for  the  year  1842,  indodingtifO, 
foreign,  niiscellaaeaua,  and  the  army  aod  lU 
navy,  at  i24,424,SQ3  95  i  and  fur  llie  DlLtf 
permanent  appropriations  for  the  year,  t%' 
000.  There  was  then,  in  addition  to  ibt 
amonnt  required  to  pay  the  public  debt,u 
estimated  smoant  of  between  $25,000,000111 
)2S,000,000.  The  Secretary  tben  estimaUd  dit 
amount  that  would  be  required  on  the  partcf 
the  Government  for  tbo  payment  of  debts,  m 
other  liabilities;  which  made  the  iggregA 
demand  on  the  Treosory  for  the  present  itu 
183,622,000.  The  Secretary  then  went  on  U 
estimate  the  eipenditnrea  fbr  the  years  J9*3-'t 
and  for  three  yean  he  made  the  aggregate 
amount  $98,242,000 — that  smn,  of  <»nrie,ia- 
cluding  the  amonnt  required  to  pay  the  Tres- 
Dry  notes  outstanding,  and  other  debts  tte- 
tracted.  ,  . 

If,  however,  they  passed  from  these  oi>iiwM 
of  the  Secretary  to  examine  some  collai.ja 
facts,  for  the  purpose  of  aBcertainiue  iW 
amount  would  be  necessary,  they  would  ^^ 
that,  during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Vsn  Bttreis 
administration,  the  annual  expen^tarea,  i^^^ 
pendent  of  all  payments  for  the  public  dtjl, 
were  near  t28,UO0,0OO;  and  if  the  eipwitiice 
of  the  past  was  to  otTord  «  guide  for  the  ftiurs, 
they  might  ealcnlate  the  annual  eipMiditEiw 
of  tJie  Government  hereafter  to  be  b*l«=« 
$27,000,000  and  $38,000,000,  indq>endeiLt  of 
the  amonnt  reqni^te  to  pay  the  put^  des 
now  existing. 
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But  there  had  been  «o  moeh  diMtudou  in 
referaoce  to  the  probable  ezpenditnrefl  of  the 
Gi>rernment  for  some  jean  to  oome,  both  in 
this  bodjr  uid  the  other  branch  of  Ooogress, 
that  lie  mlsht  be  eionsed  from  going  into  de- 
tails. He  might,  hovever,  remark,  that  the 
estimates  of  the  various  gentlemen  who  had 
inTestl^ted  the  Bnbjeot,  and  whieh  thej  show- 
ed hj  tables  and  figures,  ran  np  from  $16,01X)- 
OOO  to  tSS.000,000;  whereby  it  was  shown 
that,  when  intelligent  men  differed  so  mnch, 
it  most,  to  a  great  extent,  be  foond  to  be  a 
matter  of  conjectare.  But,  from  what  he  had 
seen  for  the  laat  few  days,  he  thought  there 
waa  a  spirit  of  reform  at  work,  that,  howerer 
much  he  might  regret  its  deBtrnctive  cluLraoter 
to  some  of  the  essential  establishments  of  the 
conntij,  if  carried  oat,  might  diminish  the  ez- 
penditare*  between  $3,000,000  and  14,000,000 
belDW  what  they  had  been  for  the  lut  three 
or  fonr  years.  Tho  eipenditarea,  therefore, 
might  be  reduced  to  between  |2S,000,000  and 
$24,000,000.  If,  then,  to  this  be  added  tS,- 
000,000  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  pnblio  debt, 
the  annnal  expenditare  would  be  abont  $27,- 
000,000 ;  and  this  amount  would  be  necessary 
to  carry  on  tJie  Government  He  shonld  as- 
sume, then,  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  an- 
nual expenditures  would  not  exceed  $24,000,- 
UOO,  with  the  addition  of  $3,000,000  to  pay  the 
interest  of  tbe  public  debt ;  and  then  tne  next 
<)uestion  that  presented  itself  was.  How  should 
this  amount  be  raisedt  The  constitution,  in 
ita  grant  of  legislative  powers  on  this  ent^ect, 
gTAve  tbe  power  to  lay  taxes,  to  collect  duties 
oa  import^  and,  in  the  third  place,  to  raise  the 
money  by  excise.  Now,  to  whioh  mode  would 
they  resort)  It  had  been  contended  that  the 
best  mode  was  by  direct  taxation ;  and  tliis 
idea  had  had  a  general  oircnlation  in  the  conn- 
try.  That  they  had  the  power  to  supply  the 
treosnry  by  direct  taxation,  could  not  be  de- 
nied ;  but  was  any  gentleman,  after  a  fall  ex- 
amination of  the  snbjeat,  willing  to  resort  to 
tlint  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  treas- 
ury, except  in  the  Qireet  neoesaity  I  They  had 
tried  it  once,  and  there  were  gentlemen  who 
li&d  intimated  their  willingness  to  try  it  again. 
Aa  early  as  1T98 — when,  he  believed,  tnere 
was  some  apprehension  of  war — an  attempt 
vras  made  to  snpply  the  wants  of  the  treasory 
by  direct  taxation ;  and  a  law  was  passed,  di- 
recting the  Talnotion  of  land  and  negroes,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  levying  a  direct  tax.  Bot  he 
desired  the  committee  to  look  at  the  unmber 
of  offioen  that  wonld  be  spread  over  the  conn- 
try,  to  make  the  requisite  valnation.  Forereu 
when  that  was  once  done,  thev  must  take  into 
consideration  that  the  value  of  land  and  negroes. 
And  other  property  to  be  taxed,  was  constantly 
cbanging  in  value ;  and  what  a  tremendoas 
power,  then,  it  would  give  the  appointing 
power  of  this  Qovemment  The  requisite 
number  of  officers  for  this  purpose  would  be 
like  tbe  frogs  of  Egypt. 

lie  had   taken  oocouon  to  look  into  the 
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omanat  of  money  thus  collected  by  direct  tax- 
ation, and  he  found,  ^ce  the  commracement 
of  this  Government,  leaving  out  small  items, 
that  there  had  been  collected,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  debts  of  the  Government  and  its 
accruing  expenses,  the  sum  of  $918,000,000. 
And  from  what  source  did  they  snpnoee  that  it 
had  come  ?  Tlie  question  had  ever  been  asked, 
from  what  soorce  can  the  money  bo  drawn 
with  the  least  oppression  to  the  people  f  And, 
in  answering  such  a  question,  the  experience 
of  fifty  or  uity  years  was  not  to  be  overlooked. 
It  would  be  found  that  $746,000,000  were  from 
duties  levied  on  goods  iinported. 

In  answer  to  a  question  ttom  Hr.  Rbtft,  he 
said  he  did  not  indude  the  amount  of  the  Post 
Office  revenues,  whioh  Ur,  Rhett  sud,  daring 
tiie  lost  ten  years,  had  averaged  from  tjiree  to 
flvB  millions  of  dollars.  The  Post  Office  paid 
its  own  expenses  out  of  its  receipts;  and  he 
(Mr.  Fiixuobe)  was  only  considenng  the  mode 
by  whioh  they  should  raise  the  requisite  amount 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  psy  existing  debts. 

He  then  proceeded  with  his  enumeration  of 
the  sources  whenoe  the  receipts  had  been 
drawn.  Twenty-two  millions  had  been  raised 
by  excise,  and  only  twelve  millions  by  direct 
taxes.   He  stated  the  amount  which  had  been  re- 


the  United  States  Bank— amonated  to  $30,000,- 
000 ;  being  $8,000,000  more  than  had  been 
collected  by  direct  taxation.  He  had  merely  al- 
Inded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  the  experience 
of  more  than  fifty  years  had  demonstrsted  that 
direct  taxation  was  not  the  mode  by  which 
the  wants  of  the  GoTemment  could  be  supplied. 

The  next  question,  then,  was,  whether  they 
would  snpply  the  treasury  by  excise  t  He  hod 
heard  gentlemen — veiy  intelligent  gentle* 
men — both  within  and  without  Uie  w^  at 
that  Hooie,  speak  of  that  as  a  very  eligi- 
ble mode  by  which  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  Government ;  but  he  asked  if  any  gentie- 
man  there  was  then  prepared  to  resort  to  it  1 
The  very  name  of  excise  was  odious  in  Great 
Britain,  where  it  was  practised;  and  thongh 
they  found  in  the  constitution  a  power  to  ralsa 
revenue  by  excise,  he  was  surprised  to  find  thst 
thewordhadnotbeenusedinthisconotry.  And 
why  was  it  so  t  A  duty  in  the  sh^>e  of  excise 
was  recommended  during  the  two  first  years 
of  our  Government ;  but  the  name  was  so  odi- 
ous, that  the  Administration  that  ventured  to 
impose  the  duty,  did  not  venture  to  use  the 
name.  He  found  a  report  was  mode  by  Mr, 
Secretanr  Hamilton,  In  which,  instead  of  excise, 
he  called  it  "  internal  revenue."  .There  was  a 
great  deal  in  changing  a  name. 

And  what  had  been  the  history  of  rusing 
tho  revenue  of  a  conntrv  by  excise?  Mr.  Mo- 
Collooh  said  of  that  mode  of  raising  revenne  in 
Qrest  Britain,  that  it  was  a  name  given  to 
duties  and  taxes  on  enoh  artidea  as  are  pro- 
dooed  and  oonsomed  at  home ;  while  onstom 
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duties  vere  those  dntiu  which  wen  levied 
imports  from  other  countries.  It  was  a  dntjr 
on  their  own  manafaotnre.  the  ^rodnce  of  their 
own  labor,  and  oonaamed  in  their  own  connti? ; 
and  honce  everfbodj  would  perceive  that  it 
wonM  b«  Dece(«arr  that  the^  shoold  have  a 
swarm  of  officers  to  see  who  was  engaged  in 
the  m&nnfactnre  of  an  j  excisable  article. 

Another  eonuderation  was  the  oomplicatod 
legislation  which  was  necessar?  to  sacn  a  srs- 
tcm ;  for  if  they  im^wsed  a  duty  on  artides 
mannfactnred  by  their  own  oitizene,  they  pre- 
Tent«d  them  coming  fairly  in  competition  with 
the  citizens  of  other  coantries — unless,  indeed, 
they  deducted  the  excise  duty  when  the  articles 
were  exported;  and,  consequently,  at  every 
port  of  exportation  there  mnst  be  an  examina- 
tion, to  see  if  the  articles  bad  paid  an  ex- 
cise duty  into  the  treasury,  that,  if  so,  the 
amount  might  be  reTiiQded.  Another  con- 
sideration  was,  that  in  Qreat  Britain  the  excise 
duties  were  often  evaded  hy  the  producer,  not- 
withstanding the  ntmost  vigilance  in  a  country 
where  the  population  was  thick ;  hut  when  it 
came  to  a  conntry  like  ours,  which  is  spread 
over  thousands  of  miles,  everybody  mnat  see  it 
woold  be  evidently  impossible  safely  and  fully 
to  carry  Into  effect  B  law  imposing  excise  da- 
tles.  And  If  not,  what  would  he  the  conse- 
quence ?  Why  the  duty  would  be  a  reward 
for  exporting  them ;  and  It  would  be  paid  to 
the  producer  or  exporter,  instead  of  finding  ita 
way  into  tLe  troBsnry. 

But  another  consequence  which  had  grown 
out  of  the  system  in  England— which  was,  per- 
haps, not  leas  delctoi'Ious  to  the  morals  of  the 
country — was,  that  the  legislation  had  been 
sach,  that  the  excise  dnties  refunded  often  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  p^d.  Take,  for  instance, 
sngar  or  glass.  By  the  law  of  Great  Britun, 
the  duty  on  plass,  to  enable  the  producer  to 
meet  the  citizens  of  other  countries  In  the 
market  of  the  world,  was  to  Im  refunded  when 
the  article  was  exported. 

He  tlien  caHled  the  attention  of  the  committee 


had  had  many  gentlemen  before  I^  to  give 
formalion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  various 
duties  upon  articles  manufactured  and  exported. 
They  represented  that  the  manufacturer  of  su- 
gar could,  by  means  of  the  protection  afibrded 
him  by  the  excises  and  our  tariff,  afford  to  sell 
engar  for  six  cents  per  pound.  In  answer  to 
an  inquiry  as  to  the  cost  of  the  raw  article,  it 
was  statM  that  the  manufiuitnrer  had  to  pay 
eleven  cents  for  the  vame  article.  It  was  then 
asked,  how  he  could  afford  to  buy  the  raw  ar- 
ticle for  eleven  cents,  mannfactnre  It,  send  it 
across  the  ocean,  and  then  sell  it  for  six  cents  t 
The  apparent  absurdity  was  explained  thus : 
By  the  laws  of  England,  an  'excise  duty  was 
imposed  upon  sugar  and  molasses,  and  a  draw- 
hack  ^owed  on  all  exported.  It  so  happened, 
Itowever,  Siatllie  amount  received  by  way  of 
drawback  exoeeded  the  amount  pdd  the  Oov- 
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emment  by  way  of  excise.  There  »«,  tk. 
a  residnnm,  after  taking  out  the  refintd  arfidf ; 
and  this  the  manu&ctorer  sold  sg  lugir-boiBe 
molasses,  exporting  it  and  receiving  ■  iitw- 
back,  altiiongh  they  had  paid  do  dntj  T^pmt  it. 
In  this  way  they  were  enabled  to  mII  thtn- 
flned  article  for  six  cents,  when  the  nr  noto- 
rial cost  them  eleven. 

He  read  from  Blackstone'a  Comnientuiei  i 
brief  history  of  excise  duties  in  Englsnd,  -whet 
they  were  first  imposed,  in  IMS,  upon  ik 
beer,  cider,  bread,  &c,  Both  psrtl^  heveiff, 
agreed  that  they  should  oontinne  dnrinj  tbt 
war ;  and  Blackstone  declared  their  verr  aae 
was  odious  to  the  people.  Their  enforcenni 
required  the  severest  regulations  in  Eii|liiid: 
and  if  they  had  to  be  attended  with  sncb  Hitn 
pains  and  penalties  in  that  small  countrj,  vltt 
would  be  neceseary  here  t 

The  recent  movement  in  the  British  Firtit- 
ment  showed  that  every  expedient  for  nm^ 
revenue  bad  been  exhausted  in  that  country. 
and  tbe  Government  was  now  comfMlledUl^ 
sort  to  that  last  of  measures — the  income  ni 
Here  was  the  experience  of  England  to  provt 
that  Imposts  were  rot  efficient.  Be  braei 
gentlemen  who  considered  them  so,  toresdibt 
report  of  Mr.  Randolph,  when  it  w»»  proprarf 
to  supply  the  treasury  by  means  of  in^'. 
and  when  Pennsylvania  was  in  a  state  of  rtkl- 
liou.  That  report  stated  the  cost  of  collMto; 
imposts  at  thlrty-flve  percent.  Wis  utmc 
prepared  to  sanction  that  ratel 

If,  then,  as  he  had  endeavored  to  thcr,  de 
system  of  imposts  could  not  be  advutagMo^c 
adopted,  there  was  but  one  other  mode  ■> 
which  revenue  for  the  public  treasury  eonlil* 
raised— and  that  was,  by  imposing  dntifiiip" 
foreign  imports,  as  contemplat«d  in  tbb  lit 
Of  the  nine  hundred  millions  of  revenat  k^ 
lected  by  our  Government,  sefen  hundred  ud 
forty-six  were  received  from  duties.  Belbw^ 
no  farther  argument  was  necwsary  to  tbo*  ^ 
this  was  the  best  mode  of  rtidng  rereaH  » 
carry  on  onr  Government. 

The  next  question  was,  whether  the  WD  w 
sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  tmsn;- 
Here  he  would  state  that  It  was,  in  snbetuA 
the  projet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ttwsaf?" 
though  altered  in  some  of  its  detail^  and  i  m- 
tlon  added  at  the  end,  by  the  cOTuaiBe*." 
provide  for  ftture  legislation.  The  anxniil 
estimated  to  accme  was  about  the  same  as  l^ 
according  to  the  Secretary's  bUL  Th*  Sk* 
taiT-  took  the  imports  of]  B40  as  the  bassflf  l« 
calcniatlon,  and  eatimated  the  reodpU  u  in- 
Total  rewJpts  ftiim  dntle*  -  -  ■  »si.w«w 
Expenses  of  eollectian  and  ditwliKk  -      l,l'''i''^ 

Krt  revenue  -  .  -  -  "s^4«?> 
He  regretted  the  Secretary  did  not  giw  ^ 
articles  in  detML  on  which  drawbacto  *■««  » 
be  allowed,  and  the  amount  of  the  ma^ 
it«ms  making  up  the  mm  which  had  to  be  *■ 
ducted  from  the  groasrecdpts.    Allgoodeiw 
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liitila  to  be  exported,  and  to  bare  a  drawback. 
IhM,  there  iraa  always  ia  realitj'  lees  reTenne 
collected  tbaa  Uiere  appeared  to  be. 

fiat,  althoQgh  the  Seorotarf  had  calcalated 
*ieh  care  the  amount  to  be  received  from  the 
operaUon  of  this  bill,  and  though  he  conoeded 
that  the  lowest  jesr  had  been  taken  as  a  basis, 
jet  he  thought  the  Hoase  could  not  altogether  re- 
ly on  the  caloulatioDH  which  were  submitted  to  it. 
liia  amoant  of  imports  into  the  country  in  1640 
Tu  (107,000,000 ;  and  the  average  amount 
of  the  aesen  preceding  years,  $141,000,000. 
Thongh  there  was  this  laive  discrepanoy  be- 
tween tba  two  amonnta,  and  it  might  i  "    ' 


Bot  be  reUed  on  to  produce  the  necessary 
imoDDt  of  revenue.  The  excessive  importa- 
tion which  bad  happened  daring  a  few  of  tlie 
past  aeven  years,  was  owing  to  Tarioos  causes ; 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  great  fire  in  New 
York,  whidi  conaumed  so  many  goods  that 
their  places  had  to  be  supplied  by  fVesh  impor- 
tations. Daring  some  of  those  years,  prices 
were  high  and  money  abundant ;  and  therefore 
tbe  Taloe  of  the  imports  was  swelled  consider- 
ably. At  present,  however,  importation  of 
goods  was  checked.  Where  was  tbe  man  who 
aid  not  wear  hiscoat  longernowthan  formerly, 
and  vho  did  not  economize  in  every  way  he 
coold  1  Bach  would  inevitably  be  the  cose  un- 
til prosperity  was  fully  restored  in  the  conatry. 
'  Tet  it  was  thought  that  tbe  receipts  from  ens- 
tonu  would  amonnt  to  |2?,  000,000  per  an  nam, 
from  the  operation  of  this  bill.  If  any  one 
would  look  at  the  receipts,  and  see  how,  dnrlng 
put  years,  they  hod  varied  from  thirteen  to 
tKenty-fonr  millioiie,  he  mast  be  satisfied  that 
it  was  impoa^ble  to  make  an  accnrata  oalcula- 
tion  of  the  receipts  according  to  aay  one  year, 
but  only  by  a  series  of  years.  Assnming,  how- 
ever, that  this  bill  woold  produce  &om  twenty- 
Gre  to  twenty-seven  millions,  it  was  nnnecea- 
ury  to  discuss  it  further,  unless  gentlemen 
<Mnld  show  that  it  might  be  amended  so  as  to 
produce  more. 

lie  thonght  it  needless  to  discuss  the  question 
of  protection.  As  a  meaanre  of  revenue  only 
did  he  desire  the  bill  to  be  considered,  IliOQgh 
gentlemen  might  seek  a  redaction  of  some  of 
the  duties  imposed,  on  the  ground  that  Uiey 
afforded  protectiou  to  our'  mann&otnres;  he 
yet  thought  it  right  to  protect,  when  it  could 
be  done  advantageously.  He  would  not  legis- 
late for  Europe,  bnt  for  the  interests  of  hb  own 
country,  which  he  preferred  to  all  the  world. 
If  all  restraint  upon  trade  waa  done  away  with 
here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  we  could  be 
£nre  of  a  oontiuaance  of  peace,  it  would  be  de- 
cidedly more  advantageona  for  each  country  to 
produce  what  it  conid  beet,  to  sell  its  produc- 
tions where  it  could  get  most  money,  and  to 
buy  where  goods  were  cfae^)eet  This  waa  a 
beaotifol  and  a  oorrect  theory,  if  we  could  hare 
it  in  operation. 
Bnt  it  was  said  by  tho  advooatea  of  £c^ 


trade,  that  the  duties  on  importa  gave  the  pref- 
erence to  the  mann&ctares  of  the  East.  This 
was  not  so.  Suppose  a  high  duty  is  placed  on 
cotton-clotji,  to  protect  the  manufacturers,  so 
as  to  prohibit  its  importation  altogether ;  the 
conseqnence  would  be  that  many  men  would 
enter  into  the  bnainess,  on  account  of  the  sup- 
posed profit.  Competition  would  then  become 
BO  great,  that  the  protection  would  amonnt  to 
nothing.  These  duties,  then,  would  not  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturera  only,  bot  of 
the  whole  nation.  He  could  not  now  say  when 
it  was  proper  to  enconrage,  and  when  not ;  yet 
he  thought  it  unwise  not  to  encourage  neces- 
sary articles,  and  thereby  make  ourselves  inde- 
pendent in  case  of  war.  There  were  many  ar- 
tides  of  clothing  and  of  food  indispensable  to 
the  country,  for  which  we  would  find  it  econom* 
ical  to  pay  rather  mora  now,  in  being  able  to 
obtain  them  at  hand  when  war  came  upon  ui, 
and  our  ports  were  closed  to  foreign  importar- 
tjons.  He  illustrated  the  idea,  by  referring  to 
the  army  and  navy,  upon  which  the  nation  ex- 
pended so  much  in  time  of  peace,  ttiat  they 
might  be  ready  for  war. 

There  was  another  case  in  which  be  thoo^t 
we  shonld  give  protection  to  our  own  prodno- 
tiont— nnd  a  cose,  he  regretted  to  say,  which 
oconrred  hut  too  often.  It  was,  when  our  pro- 
ductions were  excluded  f^om  the  marked  of 
other  countries  hy  foreign  legislation.  Oar 
agriculturiBtB,  oconpyiog  a  boundless  territory, 
were  willing  to  send  out  their  productions  to 
England,  and  to  receive  in  return  various  ar- 
ticles which  they  wanted,  and  were  obliged  to 
have.  But  England — who  supplied  them  with 
clotb,  and  other  manofactures — refused  to  re- 
ceive the  products  of  their  labor,  and  compelled 
them  to  pay  specie  for  what  she  famished 
them.  He  thought  the  shield  of  our  Govern- 
ment should  be  interposed  to  protect  these 
interests,  and  meet  restriction  with  restriction. 
He  did  not  deny  Great  Britain  the  power  to 
impose  these  restrictions.  It  was  a  national,  n 
sovereign  right,  under  which  she  acted.  This 
country,  however,  sliould,  by  countervailing 
l^slation,  create  that  market  which  she  re- 
fused  to  grant. 

He  appealed  to  experience  to  show  that  all 
—even  those  who  advocated  a  tariff  solely  for 
revenue — must  discriminate  between  different 
articles.  On  oostiy  articles,  for  instance — ar- 
ticles which  were  small  in  bulk,  and  could  be 
concealed,  as  watches — a  small  duty  was  al- 
ways im|>oBed,  because  a  high  one  admitted 
too  great  opportunity  of  ftand.  England  and 
France  both  admitted  diamonds  duty  free. 
The  same  principle  applied  to  Jewelry  and 
laoes,  which  might  be  easily  emugcled  in  with- 
out paying  duty.  There  was  anotner  rnle,  too, 
by  which  discriminations  were  made,  and 
which  he  expected  many  of  the  anti-tariff  men 
here  would  follow.  It  waa  in  reference  to  ar- 
ticles produced  in  our  own  country,  on  which 
a  hi^  dnty  could  not  be  levied  with  advantage ; 
beoaose,  if  a  high  daty  waa  placed  on  bqcIi,  fh« 
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conseqnetice  would  be  that  the  home  prodaction 
would  snpply  the  market,  end  the  foreign  be 
entirely  prohibited.    It  was,  indeed,  a  rtniDge 

fiheuonieiiaD  trhich  we  now  saw  In  England — a 
eoder  in  Parliament  coming  forward  and  de- 
claring that  no  dnties  alioald  be  imposed  above 
20  per  ceat.  Oonsidering  the  past  history  of 
England  with  respect,  this  circnmstBoce  re- 
minded him  of  the  saying  of  Bolomon,  who, 
having  passed  through  a  long  life  of  excessea, 
at  the  end  of  it  declored  that  all  mat  Tanity, 
vanity.  [Laughter,]  He  hod  observed  the 
cautious  reserve  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  relation 
to  the  duty  on  sagar.  He  would  explain  the 
reason  of  this  reserve,  and  show  why  it  was 
that  Sir  Robert  Peel,  thongh  proposing  reduc- 
tions on  other  articles,  sua  nothing  about  this : 
— England  was  too  cold  to  produce  sugar. 
There  couM  be  no  competition  at  home ;  and, 
therefore,  as  it  must  be  brought  in,  it  might  be 


S'ato.  From  the  English  report,  it 
at  £22,000,000  was  collected  from 
duties  on  imports  in  1840.  It  was  a  remark- 
able fact,  that  one-half  of  the  sum  was  derived 
from  throe  articJes — tea,  tobacco,  and  sugar. 
If  the  high  duties  on  these  articles  could  enable 
England  to  produce  them,  she  would  do  it. 
But  it  was  Impossible.  The  tobacco  of  the 
gentleman  fi'om  Virgiuia  would  not  be  taxed 
1,000  per  cent,  if  die  soil  of  England  could 
produce  that  article. 

In  the  present  bill,  he  thought  no  duty  was 
too  high  to  defeat  the  object  of  providing  a 
revenue  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  any  gentleman  could  show  that  any 
article  was  taxed  too  high,  ho  would  vote  for 
a  reduction  in  the  duty, 

Mr.  Roosevelt  inquired  whether  some  of  the 
rates  of  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  were  not  eo 
high  as  to  diminish,  Instead  of  increasing,  the 
revenue  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  FiLLMOKK  said  it  might  be  the  ease,  bnt 
he  was  not  aware  of  it.  He  would  not  go  for 
such  a  high  duty  on  foreign  manu&ctnres  as 
would  flood  the  couutry  witli  our  own,  and 
thereby  break  them  down ;  but  would  advocate 
the  lowest  duty  consistent  with  their  prosperi- 
ty. He  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  fact,  that  the  revenne  bill  of  1832,  as 
modiSed  by  the  bill  of  1638,  had  not  prodnoed 
enough  of  revenue  to  carry  on  the  Qoremment. 
It  was  a  flKt,  that  the  revenue  from  duties 
equalled  the  erpenditures  of  the  Qovemment 
but  one  year.  He  would  state  the  amounts  of 
receipts  from  customa,  together  with  the 
amount  of  public  eipenditnres  for  each  year, 
from  1834  to  1840: 

BacelplL  KipmdltnTH. 

In  1834,  $16,000,000  $18,000,000 

less,                19,000,000  17,000,000 

IBSe,                33,000,000  29,900,000 

IBST,                11,000,000  31,000,000 

1888,                  13,000,000  31,000,000 

1839,  23,000,000  811,000,000 

1840,  18,000,000  28,000,000 


^am.  pTncwL 

Here  was  the  rwnlt  of  the  wisi  l^itlifia 
by  which  onr  dnties  were  reduced ;  Bbovhg 
that,  durins  seven  yean,  our  rectipti  fhn 
them  were  bnt  $188,000,000;  whilst  Ibtoist 
of  the  QoTemment  during  that  period  vu 
1176,000,000 ;  making  an  average  eicM  li 
$7,000,000  per  annum.  From  this,  btontlod- 
ed  that  the  greatest  difflcnltj  would  be  ennan- 
tered  in  arranfpng  the  duties  so  as  to  gtt  th 
highest  amount  c^  revenue. 

In  relation  to  protection,  ha  would  idd,  tlul 
a  distinction  should  l>e  drawn  beween  proiic- 
tion  at  first  and  afterwarda.  It  wis  s  Tcdo 
tary  act  orv  the  part  of  the  Govemmeat  to  a- 
courage  manufactures  at  first— an  set  Tludi 
might  be  determined  on,  or  not,  t/xatfoB^  It 
the  pleasure  of  those  having  poasenioD  of  It* 
Govenunent.  Bnt  when  protection  cum  to 
be  considered  proper,  and  was  afforded,  lb 
fhith  of  the  nation  was  pledged ;  and  no  blw 
should  be  stmckat  the  manufactnrern,  wbotm- 
menced  their  euterprisee  calculating  upon  tb) 
continuance  of  protection  from  the  GoTeminait. 

Another  question  was,  as  to  the  mcdt  in 
which  these  duties  should  be  levied.  Itro 
known  to  the  House  that  there  were  tvonote 
of  imposing  duties:  one  was  on  thevalnaofib 
article,  and  the  other  was  specific.  Nor,  Ik 
was  aware  that  there  was  a  feeling  in  the  «m- 
munity,  since  the  adoption  of  the  comproiim 
act,  in  favor  of  ad  valorem  duties;  tod  tin: 
many  strong  reasons  might  be  ^ven  in  lldr 
favor.  But  experience  had  shown  thtl  tbet 
had,  at  times,  led  to  the  most  injnrioni  resell-; 
and  therefore,  in  the  tariffs  of  every  etrnVi 
in  Europe,  the  duties  were  speciGo  on  ilmcA 
every  article.  One  of  the  reasons  S£aiii!t  id 
valorem  duties,  and  in  favor  of  specific  delir!, 
was,  that  the  former  oHered  Strong  indoo- 
menta  to  fraudolent  invoices.  Indeed,  it  lis! 
become  an  every-day  practice  to  make  ort  tw 
invoices — one  for  the  cnstom-honse,  icd  t)» 
other  for  the  consignee ;  and  the  eonwqwiw 
was,  that  not  only  was  the  revenue  dc&»d<i 
hut  the  fair  trader  was  greatly  injured  in  bis 
business.  Under  all  theconsideratioBiippiin- 
hle  to  the  sul^ect,  he  had  ««De  to  the  mmIi- 
siou  that  specific  dudes  were  prefbrabls. 

There  was  one  other  subject  to  irhirt  I* 
wished  to  cell  the  attention  of  the  ccmmitiH. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  neetminiaiJ- 
ed  that  the  dntiea  should  be  collected  inrt^i; 
and  the  committee  had  come  to  the  oonclQam 
to  adopt  that  system.  Hr.  F.  then  weat  <s  to 
give  the  reasons  why  the  cuh  ^stem  iLoald  i* 
adopted ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  ^>ed  ih 
disadvantages  of  the  credit  syatMO,  tiiaA. !» 
said,  bod  involved  as  in  debt  and  emban**' 
ment.  He  was,  however,  in  ftvor  cf  *  J"*"" 
fied  warehousinff  aystmi,  by  whid  wW 
indnlgence  would  be  extended  to  the  infx]^- 
er.  Mr,  F.  then  espUned  the  wardux*'* 
system  of  Greftt  Britain,  and  showed  Hie  «■ 
tent  to  wlii<di  it  might  be  judidooalyMirirfa 
this  country,  answering  UieobjeoHoMtlntW 
beea  urged  against  IL    After  a  fbw  dkm  n- 
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marks  on  the  Bubjeot  of  wool,  the  duty  os 
'wbioh  tlie  oommittee  prtmoBed  to  pot  at  80  per 
ceiU.,  Ur.  F.  oondadea  bU  remarlu. 

htbehatb. 

Pbiday,  Jnne  10. 

7^  Apportummeat  SUL 

Tlie  special  ord«r  of  the  doj  brought  ap  the 

apportionment  bill,  engroased  for  a  third  read- 


'■^., 


The  lull  waa  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading ; 
and  having  been  read  the  third  time,  and  the 

-  qoeotiMi  nov  being,  "  Shail  Uie  biil  pass ! '' 

i£r.  Walkbb  demanded  the  joos  and  n&j» 
on    that  question;  which  were  ordered.    Xbi 

Skoajtion  waa  pat,  and  the  bill  was  passed  u 
a  affirmative,  as  follows : 
Tbab.— Venra.  Areber,  Barrow,  D<Ms,  Bayard, 
C^oate,  Conrad,  Cnflg,  Erans,  Graham,  Huntington, 
..  Kcr,  Haugum,  Merrick,    Ulller,  Uorehead,  Ph«lpa, 
Porter,  Fresttm,  Slmmona,  Smllh  of  Indians,  ^nvgne, 
Stuigeoa,  TaUmadge,  Whib^,  tad  Woodbridn— 2fi. 
Mxia. — Messrs.   Allen,  Bogbj,   Benlon,  Bctrien, 
Buchanan,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Lion,  McRaberta, 
Rives,  Snilh  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  IVil- 
■   cox,  Williama,  Woodburj,  Wright,  and  Touag — 19, 

HOCSB  or  BBPHESEEJTATIVES. 

Fkidat,  Jnne  10. 
The  Pro^inonal  Tariff. 
Mr.  PiLUfOsa  ogiUn  moved  that  the  Ilonse 
rcsulvo  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  extend, 
for  a  limited  period,  the  present  lan-a  for  laying 
and  collecting  duties  on  imports. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  llr.  FioEE?;e  and 
^r.  Wise,  the  motion  woa  agreed  to ;    and  the 

-  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows : 

'  A  HD  to  extend  for  a  Kmltcd  period  the  present  laws 
for  laying  and  collecting  dntiae  ou  imports. 
Ri  U  enadeit,  the..  That  all  laws  exisdng  in 
force  on  tbe  first  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fbrtj-two,  regulating  and  filing  the  amount  and  rale 
of  duties  to  be  levied  aod  collected  on  goods,  wares, 
and  mendtandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  prescribing  the  mode  of  collecting  the  same,  and 
all  prorimons  relating  thereto,  shall  conliaue  and  t>e 
in  ioree  as  thej  existed  on  that  day,  until  the  fiist 
day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  and 
DO  longer;  soy  thiiiE  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  modify  an  act  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  plgtit  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  all  other 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  March 
eefood,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-ltiree,  to  the 
(XHitrarf  tn  any  wise  notwithstanding ;  Pronifaj,  That 
nothing  herein  oontained  shall  suspend  the  dtatribu- 
tioo  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnUio  lands,  any  thhig 
berein  contained,  and  any  thing  contained  in  tiie 
pro*lfa  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  ap[voved  fourth 
SeplamiMr,  tigliteen  hundred  and  fotty-ima,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  ^i|mq)riat«  the  prooeeds  ol  the  sales  of 
the  poblio  tandB,  imd  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  In 
Ihe  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  negatived  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  first  day  of  August,"  aa  the  | 


limit  of  the  extoDsioa  of  the  present  laws,  tlie 
propoMtioQ  being  to  leave  tlie  period  indefinite. 

Mr.  FiLUiOBi  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  Honse. 

Ut.  Wisb  was  very  willing  to  do  so,  because 
it  was  the  t>est  mode  of  defeating  an  increase 
of  the  duties  for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  BoosBYKLT  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. He  said  that  proviso  was  not  found  in 
the  bill  which  was  reported  to  the  House  a  day 
or  two  since,  and  its  insertion  appeared  to  have 
been  an  ofler-Uiought,  This  bil^  aa  it  original- 
ly appeared  before  the  Hoase,  was  simply  to 
extend  all  the  revenne  laws  to  t^e  Ist  of  Angnst 
next  from  the  80th  of  June  next.  The  present 
bill  not  only  proposed  the  same  object,  but  also 
provided  tliat  nothing  therein  contained  slioiild 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  distribution 
act.  Without  BQch  a  proviso,  the  efibct  of  this 
bill  would  hove  been  to  annihilate  the  distri- 
bution law,  which  directs  the  distribntioa  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  amongst  the 
States.  He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  oper- 
ation of  this  law  if  it  ahoutd  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress. Ho  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
receipts  from  the  publio  lands,  which  hod  come 
into  the  treasnry.  Lad  t>een  used  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Government ;  and  the  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  would  again  be  driven  as 
a  borrower  into  the  market,  for  money  to  di- 
vide anion^t  the  States ;  and  he  wished  to  be 
informed  if  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen 
to  put  the  treasury  in  that  position. 

Kr.  FiLUfOBB  explained. 

Ur.  PioESNs  said  when  he  saw  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  move  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  existing 
tariff  laws,  a  day  or  two  since,  he  was  satisfied 
there  was  something  more  behind  the  curtain. 

Mr.  FitXMOBE  said  he  shonld  have  given  liia 
reasons  if  he  had  been  permitted.  It  was  the 
very  reason  which  the  subsequent  bill  wonld 
suggest.  It  was,  that  the  former  bill  would 
have  prevented  the  distribution  in  July. 

Mr.  FioEBNs  said  that  woa  precisely  what  he 
was  going  to  remark.  Ho  considered  it  exceed- 
ingly remarkable  that  this  bill  should  have  been 
postponed  to  this  late  period,  and  that  itsbould 
not  sooner,  considering  its  consequeuces,  have 
been  brought  before  the  House  and  the  countiy. 
The  House  Lad  gone  into  contmittce,  and  they 
were  induced  to  believe  they  were  a1>ont  to 
enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  bill  fully. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  came  in 
and  moved  to  lay  that  bill  aside,  and  to  take 
apthis  bill — a  proceeding  utterly  nnprecedentod 
in  the  history  of  legislation  eiace  bo  had  hod  a 
seat  in  this  House.  The  honorable  gentieman 
went  into  some  statemeots  of  these  laws,  and 
of  the  bill  now  proposed ;  and  be  said  be  should ' 
like  to  know  if,  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  iotimated,  there  was  none  of  the  moner 
to  be  distriboted  in  the  public  treasury ;  ani^ 
if  there  were  none  there,  if  they  would  compel 
the  Government  to  borrow  the  money  for  tus- 
tribntion  among  the  States. 
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Mr.  GwiB  offered  aa  amendment,  which  he 
hopfd  woald  be  accepted  bj  the  cbairmui  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  pnt  an 
end  to  the  debate  entirely.  It  provided  for  a 
saspension  of  the  law,  diatribnting  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Ihe  sales  of  the  pablio  land^  until  the 
let  of  AugoBt. 

Mr.  Cnanmo  dewred  to  nnderstond  the  opera- 
tion of  tliis  bill,  upon  other  and  collateral  qneB- 
tiona.  The  third  Kction  of  the  sot  of  1888 
provided  for  a  reduction  of  dnties  to  twenty 
per  cent,  after  the  SOUi  of  Jane,  lSi2.  What 
ironld  be  onr  condition,  after  that  time,  with- 
out any  intermediate  BctJon  on  the  part  of 
Congresat  At  the  cIom  of  the  third  sectjon 
of  the  act  of  183S,  it  was  provided  that  all  da- 
ties  should  be  luid  in  ready  money.  That  was 
definite.  Bnt  it  was  further  provided,  that  all 
duty  on  imports  ahoold  be  collected  according 
to  their  aasMaed  valne,  at  the  porta  where  they 
were  entered,  according  to  anch  regulations  as 
■honid  be  provided  by  law.  Tlie  daties  were 
to  be  aaaeesed  accordbg  to  the  home  valuation. 
How  was  this  to  be  ascertained  f  There  was 
no  existing  law,  and  no  treasury  machinery  b; 
which  the  collectors  ooald  begnided.  The  law 
of  18S3  contemplated  some  action  en  the  inb- 
ject  prior  to  tlie  Ist  of  July,  1848.  Ko  act  has 
yet  been  passed ;  neither  the  custom-house 
officers,  nor  the  Becretory  of  the  Treasury,  nor 
the  importing  merchants  had  any  guide,  accord- 
ing to  which  they  could  act.  These  facts 
showed  that  the  House  should  seriously  de- 
termine whether  any  dnties  were  to  be  collected 
or  not.  It  was  certain  that  some  legislation 
would  be  neceesary ;  and,  acting  upon  this 
view,  the  Committee  on  Mannfactnres,  and  the 
Ooinmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  had  both  re- 
ported bills  for  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent tariff.  Should  either  of  thoee  biHs  be 
passed  before  the  30th  of  June,  the  necessity 
of  further  action  would  be  soperseded.  Bnt 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee  contemplated 
the  contingency  of  no  action  by  Ckingress  be- 
fore the  8Dth  of  June.  It  was  a  virtual  ac- 
knowledgment that  it  would  be  imposaibte  to 
pass  a  revenue  bill  before  that  time ;  and  that 
tJie  effect  of  the  present  bill  was  to  extend  the 
present  laws  nntM  the  Isl  of  August  There 
was,  then,  an  imperative  moral  urgency  to 
enact  some  tariff  Jaw.  Without  it,  the  treasury 
must  be  witlioat  money.  In  the  second  place, 
oar  market  would  bo  flooded  with  foreign  mer- 
chandise. There  might  be  $3G,000  000  of  them 
in  Hew  Tork  now.  The  owners  of  these  goods 
might  export  them  to  some  near  port  in  a  Brit- 
ish colony,  and  receive  the  duties  which  they 
had  paid  in  the  way  of  drawback.  Then,  in 
one  week  after  the  Istof  July,  they  might  bring 
the  goods  back  and  enter  them  free.  This 
might,  or  might  not,  happen;  he  stated  the 
case  as  one  of  the  possible  consequences  of  a 
want  of  legislation.  Following  in  this  trun, 
there  was  a  third  consequence  of  the  fulnre  to 
act  npon  the  tariff;  and  that  would  be  the  en- 
tire prostration  of  the  protective  interest.    Not 


only  would  the  interest  dependant  on  i  weicdin 
tuiff  be  injured,  bnt  it  would  be  eatutly  pne- 
trated  and  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent  effbn^ 
productions  which  would  oome  into  oar  pent 

With  these  three  effects  of  insction-sbuk- 
rupt  treasury,  our  country  flooded  witli  fan^ 
productions,  and  her  protective  ioterMtopn- 
trated — staring  the  Representatives  oHbtf» 
pie  in  the  face,  there  wasn  strong coMtflotinil 
and  moral  obligation  npon  them  to  doMw- 
thing  for  the  b«mefit  of  Uie  ooantir.  Tbs  tfid 
of  the  present  bill  was  to  take  away  the  nim 
necessity  for  action  before  the  801b  of  Jok 
It  merdy  gave  another  month  to  debsle  tU 
great  qoestion  of  the  enactment  of  a  pcnumt 
tariff. 

But  this  bill  related  to  other  questimu  b«ad) 
that  of  the  tariff.  He  referred  to  its  optniia 
upon  the  distribntion  law.  The  fintie«tuw«f 
that  law  provided  that,  from  and  after  Dean- 
ber  Slet,  1841,  certain  things  sbonld  hupn; 
among  those  things,  waathe  dlitributi(«c«NA 
sums  as  should  be  received  into  the  trttni 
from  the  public  lands,  between  Deeembertg) 
June,  to  the  States.  Xberefore,  if  ooihiiific' 
curred  before  that  time,  the  distribution  «Mli 
take  effect.  Was  there  any  thiuK  in  this  bii]  u 
prevent  the  accomplisbmeiit  of  that  lAjat 
The  sixth  section  of  the  dtatribntion  lav  pro- 
vided that,  if  the  tariff  slionld  be  so  shertd  ■ 
to  be  inooDSJatent  with  the  comtu'omiN  tct  d 
1833,  no  distribution  should  be  made,  (h 
these  premises,  how  did  the  first  part  rfik 
bill  now  before  the  committee  apply  t  Itn 
obvious  that  it  changed  the  existing  bcU-ik 
ttatiu  in  guo  ;  and  its  effect,  in  that  psit,  tk 
to  repeal  the  distribntion  law. 

But  the  bill  contwned  a  proviao^  that "  Mk 
ing  herein  contained  sh^eospend  theopm- 
tion  of  the  law  directing  a  dtstributiaB  d  ik 

Proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnUio  landa''^ 
he  effeot  of  this  was  to  baep  the  distritoM 
law  in  force.  Every  one  wna  aware  Ihst  lb 
law  had  other  rebtlons  beside*  those  (^i 
financial  character.  It  was  based  upon  |ulii>- 
cal oonsideration&.  Allersoine  fnrtfaeTrtaMrb 
npon  this  point,  he  proceeded  to  reply  to  ^ 
argument  advanced,  that  the  act  of  leSt  fV* 
an  implied  stipulation  that  no  dnties  bIimb 
exceed  20  per  cent,  after  the  80th  rf  Jure. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  South  Cardins  Iv 
PioKBNs)  had  said  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  M 
without  the  proviso.  He  did  not  donbi  i* 
gentleman's  ftiendship  for  it  in  that  «ut«.  S« 
it  left  the  tariff  as  it  was  before ;  and  in  pn- 
portion  as  It  was  agreeable  \o  that  geuttesu 
on  this  aoconnt,  it  was  disagreeable  to  hin^ 
In  regard  to  the  compromtae  ac^  (aboot  >!>» 
gentlemen  were  in  the  balnt  of  eontmiiv  " 
a  contract,)  he  could  not  see  huwthit '^ 
more  binding  upon  OonsrcM  than  tbe  Mff^ 
mise  in  the  mstribntim  law,  whidi  tbepnw- 
manhimself  wished  to  overthrow. 

r.  TlNDBnwooD  oonld  not  agree  '™*J~ 
distribntion  Uw  was  passed  by  means  rf  •  **" 
g^  between  differant  interests  iqnessnled  <■ 
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tin  floor  of  the  Senate.  He  himself  hed  yoted 
ipiiut  the  proviao  of  that  law,  foraae^g  the 
eooHqnwHwa  which  were  now  at  hand.  Soch 
1  prind^e  as  that  bj  which  the  law  was  saa- , 
paoded  wbeneTer  the  duties  on  imports  ez- 
cnM  tw«itj  per  oent.,  sbonld  never  have 
been  incorpOTatM  into  it.  Siaca  one  Legisla- 
tue  had  no  right  to  bind  its  sncoeesore,  the 
proTlao  ttatlf  ndf^t  become  inoperaUve.  He 
W  no  idea  that  any  batvain  was  entered  into, 
to  prooare  the  pasaue  of  the  bill,  by  insertiug 
tba  proriao ;  oertaiiuj',  he  was  no  party  to  it, 
iftbarewai. 

He  prediotad  that  tliere  would  be  soAie  oaii- 
oni  developments  in  the  ooone  of  the  debate 
utd  votes  upon  this  bill  and  the  smendments. 
In  the  flrat  place,  there  were  inanj  gentlemeQ, 
lad  (he  woud  be  candid)  himself  among  them, 
vbo  would  vote  apon  the  bill  bo  as  to  get  the 
hod  fnnd  for  the  States.  Ee  should  himself 
vote  to  obtain  that  money,  at  all  events — 20 
per  cent,  or  no  SO  per  cent.    If  he  oonld 


down  to  80  per  cent,  and  also  be  would  bring 
the  163,000,000  worth  (^  articlea  now  dnty- 
free,  aod  nibject  them  to  the  operation  of  the 
tariff!  It  was  well  known  t^at  there  were 
'  three  elasaes  of  articles  imported  through  onr 
.  nutom-honaes — those  paying  doties  ad  eaZbrem, 
those  pving  tpee^  dnties,  and  a.  large  class 
which  were  entered  frte.  This  last  class  he 
would  embrace  in  a  tarifi|  and  thns  enlarge  the 
nnmber  of  dntiable  articles. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  question — a 
new,  too,  which  conld  be  oairied.  He  hoped 
it  wonld  be ;  for  they  were  strong  enongh  to 
cvry  it,  if  they  would  only  co-operate  and 
ebow  thdr  strength  now,  [Laughter.]  There 
wen  many  men  in  the  Hoose  willing  to  vote 
for  a  tariff  greater  than  SO  per  cent.,  and  tlins 
protect  the  tnaanfaotnrers.  Many  were  thus 
Btaated,  and  were  willing  to  help  the  gentle- 
nuo  from  Uanaohnaetle  (Hr.  Ccshihq)  with 
bis  larifi^  on  the  condition  that  they  ahoald  get 
the  land  money  far  themselves.  [Langhter.] 
Bonie  gentlemen  said  they  most  have  pcotoo- 
titm,  and  others  eaid  tbej  shonld  vote  for  suoh 
atanff  as  would  give  it  inotdentslly.  He  was 
willing  on  his  part.  He  was  not  nltra,  bot 
would  go  beyond  30  per  cent.,  in  vsrions  in- 
stsncea.  Bot  gentlemen  must  show  him  that 
the  land  money  wotdd  be  distributed.  He  did 
Dot  wish  to  make  a  bars^n,  but  was  merely 
tellins  gentlemen  these  things  for  information, 
[langfatar.]  He  repeated,  he  did  not  wish  to 
make  a  bargun ;  bat  he  would  watcb  gentle- 
men when  they  voted  on  these  varions  qaee- 
trais.  This  was  the  second  view  of  the  qnes- 
tioD.  The  third  was  this :  if  the  House  ehonld 
rsfose  to  pass  this  hill,  with  the  proviso  by 
which  the  distribtitdon  law  would  be  secured. 
it  wonld  prove  that  the  free-trade,  anti-protec- 
tive interest  had  the  asoendenoy,  and  intended 
to  adh«re  to  their  policy.    He  shonld  regard 


the  votes  ^ven  on  Ibe  question.  Aa  they  voted 
on  it,  so  would  they  show  thwr  hands. 

He  then  wanton  to  say  that  it  would  be  use- 
less for  him  to  debate  Uia  question  upon  its 
general  principles,  with  a  view  to  changing 
the  vote  of  any  member.  He  l>elieved  uiat, 
were  he  to  speak  every  day  in  the  week  till 
Bundown,  he  oonld  not  alter  a  vote.  He  might 
convince  meml>ers  about  the  propriety  of  du- 
ties on  particular  articles;  he  might  modify 
their  views  as  to  some  of  the  det^ ;  but  he 
oould  not  make  an  anti-tariff  man  a  tariff  man. 
The  House  wonld  be  engaged  in  a  long  debate; 
but  the  speeches  wonld  be  intended  mostly  for 
home  consumption. 

Ur.  Jacob  Thompson  inquired  whether  the 
genUoman  wonld  consider  those  who  voted  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  distribution  law,  as 
opposed  to  a  protective  tariff;  and  those  who 
voted  against  the  repeal,  as  friendly  to  a  pro- 
tective tariff  t 

Hr.  UNDBKWOon  replied  tliat  he  would. 

Ur.  Wise,  after  a  few  remarks,  observed, 
that  if  he  understood  the  gentieman  from  Ken- 
tacky  correctly,  hia  first  object  was  to  increase 
the  duties  above  SO  per  cent.,  and  to  provide 
what  he  considered  proper  protection,  and  also 
to  repeal  the  20  per  cent,  clause  in  tbe  land 
distnbution  bill — that  is,  to  hold  on  to  diatri- 
bntion  and  protection  tioth.  The  genUeman'a 
second  proposition  was  equally  important  He 
tmderatooa  him  to  proclaim  to  the  protection 
interest,  inside  of  this  House  exA  ont  of  it,  that 
if  they  would  not  give  him  the  repeal  of  Uie  20 
per  cent,  olans^^if  they  would  not  give  htm 
aistribntion,  be  would  not  give  them  duties 
above  20  ^r  cent.  [Ur.  Unoerwood.  That 
is  right]  But  he  wonld  go  for  cutting  down 
every  branch  of  the  public  expenditures — every 
branch  of  tbe  public  service.  [Mr.  Ukdkbwood 
said  the  gentleman  was  here  wrong,  and  ex- 
pltuDod  what  be  did  asy.]  Then  the  gentleman 
will  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  tax  tea  and  coffee,  in  order  to  hold 
on  to  distribution.  That  was  precisely  what 
he  held  ont  to  his  constituents  and  others  to  be 
the  policy  to  be  pursued,  not  by  the  gentieman 
from  Kentucky  alone,  bot  by  tbe  m^ority  of 
the  House ;  and  the  gentleman  now  avowed 
it  Now  (said  Ur.  W.)  we  understand  the 
voteethat  have  been  given  at  this  session.  Sink 
the  n&vy,  wnk  the  army,  unk  protection,  and 
every  Government  establishment — every  indus- 
trial interest  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  one  man's 
hobby — distribution.  The  people  are  to  be 
taxed  to  distribute ;  the  Government  is  to  bor- 
row to  distribute;  the  navy,  the  right  arm  of 
our  defence,  and  the  army,  the  left  arm,  are  to 
bo  sacrificed ;  and  those  who  have  heretofore 
professed  to  be  par  attllenee  tbe  friends  of 

Snitection,  are  now  to  be  its  worst  enemies. 
low  England,  Pennsylvania,  and  every  monn- 
faoturing  State,  are  to  be  told  that  they  are  ta 
have  no  protection,  nnless  they  will  nve  away 
the  proceeds  of  the  publio  lands.    They  have 
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annonnced  to  tliem  that  the  main  difficult/  ii 
their  way,  now  that  protection — which  is  in 
oidental  to  &  i^venne  tariff,  and  a  large  rev 
enue,  too — is  required  for  the  wants  of  the 
GoTernmect — that  the  onlj  bugbear  in  the  way 
U  the  land  distribntioii  bilj.  This  was  avowed 
— honestly  avowed — by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky ;  and  he  wonld  hold  him  to  it. 

Mr.  W,  Bwd  he  wonld  go  for  a  liberal  tariff 
for  revenne.  He  wonld  vote  to-day  to  niee 
the  duties  above  twenty  per  cent,,  becanse  the 
Gevemment  was  in  debt,  and  wanted  money 
to  carry  on  its  operations ;  and  he  wonld  do 
that  nnder  the  existing  law — the  land  bill — 
which  bore  on  ita  face  the  declaration — the 
pledge — that  when  the  duties  ehonld  exceed 
twenty  x>er  rtentnm,  distribution  should  cease. 
He  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
there  was  no  principle  of  legislation  by  which 
one  Conrress  conld  bfnd  its  successors,  except 
good  Mtn.  Those  who  devised  the  land  dis- 
tribution law  enacted — did  not  pledge  merely, 
bnt  enacted — that  when  it  should  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  raise  the  dntiea  above  twenty  per 
cent.,  the  distribntion  shonld  be  saspended. 
TPfls  there  nothing,  in  good  faith,  binding  the 
very  same  men  who  made  that  law,  to  foffil  itT 
Sir,  the  time  has  come  when  Government  needs 
more  revenue  than  can  be  collected  nnder  ex- 
isting laws ;  when  it  needs  so  much  revenae, 
that  a  rerenne  tariff  will  give  that  reasonable 
protection  to  nnr  domestic  manufactures,  to 
which  no  Sonthem  man  will  olject ;  and  while 
the  gentleman  threatened  the  tariff-men  with  a 
loss  of  protection  if  they  did  not  repeal  the 
olause  of  the  distribntion  act,  I,  to  get  a  repeal 
of  that  act,  will  go  for  raising  the  duties  above 
twenty  per  cent.  He  might  eee  some  partial 
good  in  proteetJon ;  but  he  conld  see  no  good 
— nothing  bnt  bribery,  cormpUon,  and  mm — 
in  the  distribution  act.  He  wanted  neither  a 
high  tariff  nor  distribntion ;  bnt,  though  he 
was  an  anti- tariff  man,  he  would  agree  to  give 
some  protection,  rather  than  retain  the  distribu- 
tion act.  He  would  rather  see  some  portion  of 
tiie  connt^  benefited,  than  the  whole  conntry 
injured.  Be  was  not^  however,  called  on  to 
vole  for  protection,  but  for  revenue ;  and,  in 
voting  revenue  enough  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Government,  he  wonld  give  as  much  protection 
SB  the  monafacturers  ought  to  expect. 

Mr.  EvBRKTT  observed  that  he  voted  for  the 
distribntion  act  on  the  ground  that  the  lands 
were  the  original  property  of  the  States,  and 
because  he  wished  to  take  them  out  of  the  po- 
litical market.  If  there  had  been  nootherwny 
of  doing  this,  he  would  have  been  willing  to 
cede  them  back  to  the  States  who  gave  them. 
With  regard  to  the  twenty  per  cent,  clanse, 
every  consideration  with  him  was  in  favor  of 
ita  rmeal.  He  would  rather  that  this  bill 
should  not  pass,  and  trust  to  the  conseqneneea, 
-than  stop  the  distribution.  He  voted  for  that 
clause  because  there  was  a  necessity  to  adopt 
it,  in  order  to  pass  the  bill ;  bnt  he  gave  that 
vote  with  a  determination  that^  at  the  first  op- 
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portnnity  that  offered,  ba  would  pt  liigfit 
He  did  not  consider  that  boner  or  good  EAb 
required  of  him  to  adhere  to  a  mtam  itA 
had  been  forced  on  him  as  thatwia 

Ur.  FoerKB  understood  the  gentJemm  tna 
Vermont  to  say  that  he  voted  for  thiapnYJM 
in  the  distribntion  act,  in  order  to  obtdu  lb 


wit!)  deep  regret ;  for  then  tu  u 
gentleman  for  whom  he  entertnned  i  bi^ 
respect  than  he  did  for  htm.  Howuhm 
that  there  was  no  law  but  what  rooU  h  n- 
pealed,  and  that  one  Oongreas  ooold  not  U 
its  Buccestors ;  but,  in  pairing  that  Kt,tlMR 
was  a  faith  pledged,  that  ought  not  to  bt 
violated.  He  believed  there  wunotizm 
in  the  Honae,  or  in  the  Senate,  thit  vodi 
get  up  and  say  that  the  distribution  liwu^ 
have  passed  without  that  danse.  ItwuidB- 
tract,  as  well  understood  at  tbe  time,  u  aj 
that  bad  ever  been  made  between  indiridat: 
and  thoae  who  voted  for  it  seemed  to  bio  U 
be  nnder  the  Hameobligationstoadheretalbir 
oontracta.  No  man  believed  that  cho  bill  <ali 
have  been  passed  without  that  proviso^  Tta 
was  !tf  It  was  this,  [reading  &ixn  tbe  b>; 
"If,  at  any  time  during  tbe  existence cJ tt> 
act,  there  shall  be  an  impodtion  of  M»  • 
imports  inconsistent  with  the  prorieaMacJlk 
act  of  2d  Uarch,183S,  and  beymd  thenU^ 
duty  fixed  by  that  act,  viz.,  80  per  omL  K 
valorem,  the  distribntion  orovided  ft*  V;  Ifc 
act  shall  be  suspended,  ana  shall  eontiWH^ 
pended  until  the  cause  of  suspensiwi  dull  h 
removed."  Mr.  F.  continued  bia  remwb  ■ 
some  lengtli;  concluding  with  the  pnal^ 
that  Uie  act  was  passed  in  good  fiulb,  m 
should  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  J.  K.  Ihobrbou.  replied  at  some  hifi. 
contending  that,  if  good  policy  reqnirtd  ibt  "■ 
peal  of  Uie  cinnse,  there  was  nothiiif  "j* 
rendered  it  obligatory  on  Congrea  to ™'* 
He  argued  that  there  wasno  contAeteipM" 
or  implied ;  and  that,  unless  thew  *«  »  » 
*-act,  (one  essential  ingredient  of  whicbin" 
Jnable  consideration,)  no  LegisUtnre  »* 
rand  to  abide  by  the  acts  of  its  predwe*"' 
Mr.  Pboftit  remarked,  (Mr.  I.  yiddiii;  tt( 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  explanetiocO  tot «« 
was  a  consideration — and  that  was,  the  pe^p 
of  the  bankrupt  hill,  nearly  at  the  ssme  ti« 
The  genUeman  from  Pennsylvania  was  M»  1*" 
at  that  time,  and  did  not  know  the  ^^ 
stances  under  which  these  two  acta  were  p^w- 
but,  if  he  conld  get  the  floor,  ho  would  a^ 
them  all,  and  sliow  that  it  was  said  in  1"  ^ 
ate  that  there  was  a  contract  by  *''™*' 
passage  of  the  one  bill  depended  on  the  i)U>w. 

m  8BNATX. 

lloxDiY,  Jnne  13, 
Mr.  WooDBraT  presented  to  fteSauJe  *> 
credentiria  of  the  Hon.  Lrowiro  Vmm,  J" 
hod  been  elected  by  the  Legialatare  of  »<» 
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Htmpahire  to  fill  the  tmeziuTed  term  of  the 
H<Hi.  FsunuK  PnBOK,  redgned. 

lb.  KiBO  snraoBted  that,  notwithatanding 
Ola  hononble  Benstor  had  been  beretofora 
quli&ed  onder  tiie  appointment  bjr  the  Goy- 
traor,  it  would  be  neouwiy  for  him  to  qoatifj 


HOnSB  or  BEFRKeSTnATTTSB. 

UoNSAT,  Jmie  IS. 
The  Apportummmt  Bill. 

Vt.  Eybbttt  rooTed  to  HOspend  the  rolea  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  taking  up  the  apportiouneat 
bill,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
vi^  amendments ;  and  the  yeae  and  nays  hsv- 
Ing  been  ordered,  the  qnestion  on  the  Buspeo- 
oon  waa  taken,  resnltiiw  in  yeas  182,  najB  26. 

So  the  bill  and  amendmeDta  were  token  np. 

The  qaestioa  recnrred  upon  the  motion  to 
coDcar  with  the  Senate  in  their  fint  amend- 
ment, increasing  the  ratio  from  eO,lT9  to  70,- 
680,  and  resnlted  in  the  negstire — yeas  96, 
najs  Iia. 

The  quMtlon  next  recurred  opon  the  motion  to 
mncnr  with  the  Senate  In  their  seoond  amend- 
ment, giring  an  additional  Representative  to 
fractioDs  over  and  above  one  moiety  of  the  ra- 
th^ and  It  was  lost 


TuBBOAV,  June  li, 
TS«  FroBuional  7)trif. 
On  motiaii  of  Ur.  W.  Oosr  JomtBOX,  the 
Boiue  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  UoKih- 
sts  in  the  chair.)  The  committee  took  up  the 
bill  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  existing  rev- 
enae  laws  of  the  conntry  nntil  the  1st  of 

Ur.  GiuCBB,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
when  the  committee  rose  on  Friday,  addressed 
ihe  committee  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  He  said  he  should  interpose  no  ol^eoUon 
whatever  to  its  passage,  did  he  believe  it  to  be 
such  a  bill  &9  its  title  imported— to  extend  the 
operation,  of  Ae  existing  revenue  laws  of  the 
eoantrf.  Bot  he  believed  it  to  be  a  bill  of  a 
totally  different  character,  and,  therefore,  he 
felt  bound  to  trespsss  opon  the  iudnlgence  of 
the  committee  witn  a  few  remarks.  He  would 
briefly  call  their  attention  to  the  cirooroatances 
by  which  we  were  snrronnded,  and  which  had 
brongfat  OS  to  our  present  position.  It  was  gen- 
erally oonsidered  that  the  compromise  act  of 
IS33  would  not,  on  the  80th  of  June,  yield 
revenue  enough  to  pay  the  debte  and  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Oovemment,  and  that  the 
amooDt  most  be  increased.  This  mast  be  done, 
the  committee  had  been  UAi,  in  one  of  two 
modea :  Mther  by  inoreadog  the  namber  of  ar- 
ticles snt^eot  to  a  dnty  of  20  per  cent.,  or  by 
iucreaaing  the  amount  of  doty  on  those  artioles 


which  would  have  to  p^  hot  20  per  cent  ac- 
cording to  the  compromise  act;  It  waa  evident 
that  we  could  no  longer  rely  opon  loans.  The 
credit  of  oar  Government  was  exhausted,  and 
we  were  now  literally  bronght  to  the  necessi^ 
of  raising  the  wi^s  and  means.  This  was  a 
revenue  question — one  which  must  be  looked 
at  in  all  its  aspects,  and  promptly  decided.  The 
time  had  arrived  when,  the  committee  was  told, 
it  (XKild  no  longer  postoone  action,  which  was 
demanded  by  pnuic  uith,  credit,  character, 
and  honor. 

Three  bills  had  been  reported  to  the  Honse, 
all  proposing  to  raise  an  amoont  of  revenue 
whioh  their  several  advocates  considered  ne- 
cessary to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  GovemmenL  These  bills  were 
founded  opon  different  principles — upon  pro- 
tection and  revenue,  and  upon  both  blended, 
according  to  the  views  of  their  advocates.  He 
woold  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  fact,  that  they  all  proposed  to  raise  more 
revenue  than  could  be  raised  by  the  compromise 
act.  But  there  was  not  time  enough  to  act 
upon  them  before  Ihe  SOth  of  June,  which 
wonld  arrive  in  fifteen  days,  when  the  reduc- 
tion of  all  duties  to  the  twenty  per  cent,  stand- 
ard would  take  effect.  There  was  obviously 
not  time  enough  to  discuss,  consider,  and  decide 
a  question,  which  the  honorable  diairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  informed  the  House,  not 
long  since,  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
complicated  whioh  our  Qoyemment  had  ever 
been  called  upon  to  consider. 

He  repeated,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  if  it  was  in  reui^  what, 
by  its  epeoious  title,  it  purported  to  be.  But 
whilst  it  was  apparently  a  bill  to  suspend,  it  in 
fact  repealed  the  whole  revenue  system,  (dter  a 
certain  day.  Ita  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
Government  into  chaos ;  for,  witboot  revenue, 
the  Government  could  not  be  carried  on.  It 
would  place  the  country  where  it  was  at  the 
cod  of  the  Bevolntionary  war,  without  means 
and  in  debL  It  would  exhibit  Oongreas  in  the 
attitnde  of  repealing  the  only  laws  by  whioh 
revenue  might  be  derived.  He  did  not  wish  to 
deal  nnfairly  with  the  bill,  and  wonld,  there- 
fore, read  it.  He  then  read  the  bill  by  which 
the  present  revenue  laws  are  to  continue  in 
force  until  the  first  day  of  Angust,  "  aitd  tw 
lonffer."  These  words  "  and  do  longer,"  he 
contended,  would  have  the  effect  of  leaving  the 
coontryentirelywithootrevenne  laws.  Where 
was  the  security  for  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape  t  The  committee  was  told  that  the  pres- 
ent laws  would  not  be  in  force  after  the  80tb 
of  June,  when  the  duties  would  be  reduoed  to 
20  per  cent.  Suppose  the  bill  be  passed,  and 
the  1st  of  August  arrive  without  action :  wonld 
not  the  Government  be  in  as  bad  a  condition  ai 
at. the  end  of  June?  But  it  went  further  than 
tixat.  The  words  "  and  no  longer  "  oonUnned 
as  positive  a  repeat  of  all  existing  laws,  as  if  they 
bad  been  repealed  in  express  language. 

If  the  ohainaaa  <d  the  OommiUee  of  Ways 
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and  Ueans  wished  to  obviate  this  ol^eotion,  It 
was  easy  for  him  to  do  lo.  Let  the  bill  itop  in 
tbe  tenth  line ;  and  then  Its  effect  wonld  he  to 
continue  eiiBting  laws  nntil  the  flirther  action 
of  Congress.  In  that  case,  there  would  be  no 
donbt  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  What  was  Its 
object?  To  allow  time  to  Congress  to  delibe- 
rate npon  permanent  ravenne  laws.  That  ob- 
ject conid  be  attained  bj  declaring  that  the 
present  law  shall  rem^n  in  force  nntil  farther 
Rction  bj-  CoDgreaa.  Bnt  be  heard  tbe  honor- 
able chairman  of  Wbtb  and  Ueans  whisper 
across,  that  there  might  be  no  action  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  He  thanked  him  for  the 
whisper.  He  wished  to  show  that  the  gentle- 
man, in  this  bill,  gave  Congress  six  weeks  to 
deliberate ;  'bnt  if,  at  tbe  end  of  that  period,  no 
ta^sbonld  be  matnred,  there  were  to  be  no  rev- 
«nne  laws.  All  the  means  of  the  Government 
vere  exhaast«d.  Onl;  six  weeks  remained  to 
disonss  the  tariff ;  and  jet  we  were  called  on  to 
repeal  all  existing  laws,  nnleaa  Congress  should 
taxe  fbrther  action  prior  to  the  let  of  Angnst, 

Nor  was  this  alL  The  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee violated  the  compromise  acta — acta  re- 
oogniaed  hj  Congrem  as  snch.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  attaehed  a  sacred  character  to  or- 
dinary aots^fftmed  bj  CooffreHs.  In  tlie  Legis- 
latnre  of  'Virginia  he  had  declined  declaring 
that  the  compromise  act  of  1888  was  sacred. 
He  wonld  not  declare  the  ooostitntion  sacred ; 
and  there  was  bnt  one  book  or  written  instru- 
ment in  the  world  to  which  he  would  apply 
that  appellation.  He  wonld,  however,  saj'that 
this  bill  violated  oompacts;  and  tbe  ttith  of 
nan  was  as  much  involved  in  the  defence  of  a 
oompact  of  a  simple  as  of  a  sacred  cbaracter. 
Aboat  twelve  months  since,  when  this  Congress 
found  Itself  in  extra  session,  the  opponents  of 
the  land  distribntioa  bill,  which  was  then  tn- 
troduced,  otijeoted  to  it  on  the  groond  that  it 
vonld  interfere  with  the  compromise  of  1838, 
increase  the  taxes,  and  take  &om  the  people 
vlth  one  faaod,  while  it  gave  with  the  other. 

The  danse  limiting  the  operation  of  the  law 
to  the  period  dnring  which  the  compromise  act 
<tf  1838  should  not  be  violated,  was  ingrafted 
with  the  bill,  as  a  guarantee  that  tbe  oonse- 
qnences  which  its  opponents  foretold  would 
not  ensue.  It  was,  therefore,  a  compromise 
i^reed  npon  by  the  friends  of  the  distribution 
law  to  secure  its  passage.  Indeed,  it  was  a 
double  oompromiie,  since  it  seonred  the  fbrmer 
compromise  of  1833.  Bnt  the  present  bill  vio- 
lates both  of  these  compromises.  And  gentie- 
men  here  declared  they  wonld  vote  for  a  distri- 
bntion  of  the  land  fbnd,  whether  the  datlea  on 
imports  be  80  or  60  per  cent. 

lie  wonld  not  disonss  tlie  qaestlon,  whose 
extravagance  it  was  that  spent  the  money  in 
onr  treunry,  and  brought  us  to  our  present  ne- 
oesrities.  Our  neoessTtJes  existed,  and  were 
likely  to  pat  in  fbroe  de  danse  of  tbe  distribn- 
tion  law  which  repealed  itself.  The  qnestloa 
now  wa&  whether  Congress  would  re-enact 
tbe  diitribntlon  law,  without  the  90  per  oenL 


the  distiibaticui  law  be  re-enacted,  i 
regard  to  the  tax  which  will  havs  to  be 
imposed  npon  the  people,  who  are  to  noin 
the  money  I  This  was  the  true  queftioa ;  mi 
all  that  the  opponents  of  distribatioa  hM 
was,  that  its  fkiends  would  adhere  to  tbe  lo; 
principles  on  which  the  law  was  MWciti 
Were  we  to  be  told  that  there  wia  no  nA 
thing  as  public  faith  t  that,  aKbongh  Cooirai 
had  pledged  Its  faith  in  that  very  law  iguM 
any  increase  of  taxes,  we  were  nt  libvtjlt 
disregard  it ' 

TS  BBS  ATX. 

WsDXBSDAT,  June  IS. 
Tht  Florida  Armed  Oeetip<aim  ffS. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Bbkton,  the  bill  to  profili 
for  the  armed  occupation  and  Bettlemait  of  tb 
nnsottled  part  of  the  peninanla  of  Eart  lioridt 
having  been  oorrectiy  engrosed,  wi9  raid  lb 
third  tune  and  passed. 

l%e  Apportionment  BiB. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bbkkieit,  the  Senals  tal 
up  the  message  &om  the  House,  retuniiiig  tht 
bill  apportioning  Bepresentatives  tmuif  It* 
States  aocording  to  tbe  sixth  census,  and  |niij 
io formation  that  that  House  had  uoD-eonniH  | 
with  the  Senate  in  all  their  amendmeiitiD 
sddbill.  ,       ,      I 

The  question  now  being  on  themottDiitoi^ 
sist  on  the  amendment  of  the  Beotfe,  prori&,'    i 
that  such  States  as  have  a  fractioa  of  dm    ' 
than  a  moiety  of  the  ratio  shall  be  entitltJI* 
an  additional  Bepresentative,  itwu  piit,i>    i 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  Mjs  IS. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  theiDO'^=    i 
to  inwst  on  the  amendment  of  the  ScmI*  * 
cresaing  the  ratio  adopted  by  the  Hoo^'ri''^     { 
50,176  to  70,680,  and  dedded  in  tbe  tSm- 
tive— yeas  80,  nays  14.  | 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senile,  f^  . 
formingtbe  nnraberof  Bepresentativesforoii  | 
State  to  the  ratio,  were  also  in^gled  on ;  vw^    . 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  retam  lis  ^-     I 
to  the  House,  and  inform  it  of  tbe  action  d  la 
Senate, 


EOUBE  OP  RBPRBBBSTATITSa 

WsDaxeDAr,  June  16. 
7^  Provuionai  Tariff. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Filuiobi,  tbe  How*- 
solved  itudf  into  Committee  of  the  ffh«  « 
the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  MoKamrt  ?< 
Pennsylvania,  in  a«  chah-,)  and  ■nm>»^ 
considerstion  of  the  bill  to  eitead  fcf  »  ^*m 

Eriod  the  present  laws  for  taytag  and  o** 
I  duties  on  imports.  ^^ 

When  the  biU  was  last  under  emMf^ 
Mr.  RooBBVELT  had  nwred  »o  •»«?  V 
striking  out  tho  p»viB»  at  the  end  tbm* 
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And  Hr.  Owik  had  moved  to  amend  the 
tnaDdment,  by  addiiiR  at  the  end  of  the  siz- 
aentb  line  of  the  bill  the  words,  "  to  a  later 
eriod  than  lit  August,  1818." 

And  the  pendlnK  qoestion  waa  on  the  amend- 
lent  to  the  amenoDienL 

Mr.  JoHS  W.  JoNBB  aaid :  Was  the  proposi- 
lOD  which  had  been  laid  down  tme — that,  in  the 
veat  of  the  pauage  of  this  bill,  the  laws  in 
jrce  on  the  80th  of  Jnne  would  be  coctinned 
recisel;  aa  the;  existed  ?  It  was  necesBarj  to 
iqnire,  first,  what  were  the  laws  in  force  on 
ia  Ist  of  June ;  and,  seoondlj',  whether  it  was 
roposed  hj  this  bill  to  ohaoKe  any  of  their 
tatorial  provisions.  He  appr^ended  it  wonld 
e  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  com  promise 
3t  was  in  force  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  had 
ot  yet  aocomplialied  its  pnrposea;  that  the 
ivenne  bill  of  last  session  was  alio  in  force ; 
3d  last,  hat  not  least,  tliat  the  land  bill  of  last 
isaion  was  still  in  force.  Then,  ff  no  legisla- 
oa  shoatd  be  had  now,  what  wonld  be  the 
sndition  of  our  revenne  lawst  "Whj,  on  the 
0th  of  June,  the  oompromise  act  of  1833  wonld 
ccomplish  the  great  obiecta  for  which  it  was 
riginallj  introduced,  ano  all  duties  be  brought 
lown  to  20  per  cent.  In  contemplation  of  that 
ivent,  what  further  conseqaenoes  would  ensue ! 
rhe  land  law  of  last  session  would,  the  daj 
.n«r,  distribnte  all  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio 
uids  received  into  the  treasury  since  the  81st 
>f  last  December.  These  would  be  the  effects 
>f  no  legisIaUon.  The  compromise  act  wonld 
lave  perfonned  all  ila  praposes ;  and,  in  con- 
emplation  of  that  event,  tno  distribution  law 
Tould  distribute  all  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
lublio  Ituids  on  the  day  after. 

But,  legislate  as  proposed  ia  this  bill — enact 
he  proviso  to  it  which  is  proposed  to  be  strick- 
;n  out — and  what  wonld  then  be  the  conse- 
jaenccs  t  Instead  of  bringing  down  the  duties 
jn  imports,  yon  actnally  keep  them  np  beyond 
twenty  per  cent.  If  this  be  done,  what,  ao- 
rarding  to  the  land  bill,  must  follow!  Why. 
li»tribntion  must  be  suspended.  What  would 
be  the  oonseqaences  with  this  bill  in  operation  t 
The  distribation  law  would  take  effect;  and 
Ibis  was  what  gentlemen  termed  leaving  things 
precisely  as  they  were  on  the  first  day  of  June. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  1833,  the 
public  lands  were  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  rev- 
eons  of  the  Government  The  compromise  act 
was  then  entered  into,  in  contemplation  of  their 
coatinnonce  aa  such.  It  was  also  remarkable, 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  was  the 
only  branch  of  revenoe  in  whioh  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  bore  an  equal  ahare  of  the  pablio 
burdens.  The  land  bill  itself  so  r^arded  it ; 
because  in  that  bill  it  was  provided,  in  express 
terms,  that  where  a  greater  amonnt  of  daty 
than  twenty  per  cant  was  laid  upon  any  of  the 
irtiolee  enomerated  in  the  compromise  act  of 
1S33,  the  diatribotioa  shonld  be  suspended. 
Here  wia  not  only  one  compromise,  but  two — 
the  compromise  of  1883,  and  that  of  last  se»- 
Qoa.  Eere  was  a  bond  originally  eseonted  be- 
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tween  two  contendiog  parties.  It  was  enacted 
by  the  very  individuals  now  seeking  to  violate 
its  provisions.  Yes,  this  bond  of  compromiee 
was  signed  nnder  cironmatances  which  tie  need 
not  here  repeat  It  hod  been  kept  inviolato 
for  years.  Here  was  the  original  oontract,  (al- 
luding to  the  act  of  1S33,}  and  here  yonr  sub- 
sequent recognition  of  its  validity,  (the  distri- 
bntion  law.)  Were  these  (xtntracts  not  to  be 
regardedf  Did  gentlemen  mean  nothing  when 
they  entered  into  them !  Did  they  now  intend 
that  nothing  should  be  accomplished  by  them  T 

In  speakmg  of  the  compcomise  of  1833,  he 
need  only  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  time  when  it  received  the  sanction  of 
Congress.  Gentlemen  here  remembered  the 
diffloulties  by  which  we  wore  then  surrounded, 
and  the  opposition  which  -was  mode  U>  the  en- 
forcement of  the  then  ensting  law,  Snoh  was 
the  state  of  dissension  and  disHgreement  which 
prevailed,  that  this  country  was  bronght  to  the 
very  verf^e  of  disunion.  All  remembered  the 
deep  eicil«ment  prevuling  at  that  time  in  re- 
lation to  the  contest  between  a  State  and  the 
General  Government;  and  those  on  the  spot  at 
the  time  could  call  to  mind  the  sleepless  nights 
whioh  were  spent  in  devising  some  scheme  to 
save  the  Union  firom  the  most  fearful  of  calam- 
ities. Yet,  after  a  law  had  been  passed  nnder 
Buoh  circumstances,  we  were  told  it  had  no 
binding  inHnenoe  npon  party,  or  any  one  else! 
Look  at  what  wsa  then  said,  when  apprehen- 
uons  were  expressed  lest  it  should  not  be  ob- 
served. What  Bud  the  leader  of  a  great  party, 
then  as  now  t  He  (Mr.  J.)  could  not  quote  bds 
words,  but  he  remembered  that  the  leader  to 
whom  be  referred  said  that  it  would  l>e  wrong 
to  think  of  violating  that  act ;  and  no  man 
could  stand  np  before  the  oonnti7  and  advocate 
such  a  design. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  one  party,  at  least, 
had  kept  its  faith  to  the  country :  thfit,  during 
nine  years,  whilst  the  Bouth  had  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  arrangement,  it  tamely  and  qui- 
etly submitted  to  the  consequences — and  under 
circumstances,  too,  which  afforded  the  most 
plausible  pretext  for  the  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  the  act;  What  had  been 
the  condition  of  the  country  during  that  pe- 
riod !  Its  treasury  was  overflowing,  and  it 
had  deposited  its  millions  with  the  Btatee. 
Yet  the  law  was  looked  upon  as  sacred.  How 
strong  wonld  have  been  the  appeal  which 
might  have  been  addressed  to  the  people  of  the 
South,  who  bore  the  burdens  of  the  act  I 
Uight  it  not  have  been  sud  to  them,  "  Why 
oollect  jniilions  aunnolly,  when  the  treasury  is 
so  fliU,  and  when  you  may  bo  so  easily  relieved 
withont  embarrassing  the  operations  of  the 
Qovemmentt"  Bntwbat  swathe  South  thent 
True  to  its  engagements,  it  never  once  looked 
to  the  consequences  of  such  a  measure.  Thi% 
too,  was  at  a  time  when  the  mannfactnrers 
were  trembling  lest  the  compromise  should  he 
disturbed. 

The  sine  years  bad  nplred,  and  dnring  that 
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time,  the  Soath  had  kept  its  pmrt  of  the  eogage- 
ment.  Now,  vheo  we  (said  Ifr.  J.)  ue  to  re^ 
the  advantagefl  of  the  (XHnpromiBa  net,  what  la 
the  Bpectacle  which  we  see  exhibited  I  The 
very  party  who  enacted  the  law  have  come 
forward,  and  declared  that  they  will  not  exe- 
OQt«  the  promiees  nor  discharge  the  obligationg 
there  imposed.  Again :  who  does  not  know 
that  the  land  bill,  which  was  passed  at  the  ex- 
tra Hessioa  of  Congress,  would  not  have  receiv- 
ed the  sancUon  of  the  Benate,  bat  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  SO  per  ceat.  daose?  What  sdd 
aeutiemeD  when  the  bill  came  back  from  the 
Senate  with  that 'provinon  attached!  Thejr 
said,  "  We  aaseat  to  the  proviw),  in  order  to 
get  tlie  bill  passed."    Ye^  when,  bj  the  prO' 


tract  seven  or  eight  hnndred  thooeand  dollars 
from  the  means  of  the  Treasury,  this  is  called 
leaving  things  precisely  as  they  were. 

If  BQch  had  been  the  object  of  gentlemen  ad' 
vocating  the  present  bilf,  how  easy  woijd  it 
have  1>een  for  them  to  have  passed  another  bill, 
emanating  from  the  same  committee  which  in- 
troduced this,  bnt  the  day  before,  and  now  ly- 
ing on  the  table.  That  bill  bad  not  been  re- 
ported sixty  minntes  before  it  became  apparent 
that  ita  effect  wonld  be  to  enspend  the  distribu- 
tion law.  What  was  the  course  pursued  ?  A 
motion  was  made  to  recommit  it  to  the  same 
committee,  and^  no  doubt,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
snbstitating  the  present.  If  the  object  songht 
after  was  to  leave  the  laws  as  they  existed, 
where  was  the  necessity  for  the  present  move- 
ment t  The  conviction  was  plain.  Who  was 
so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  this  bill  re-enacted 
the  land  bill,  and  repealed  the  compromise! 
He  asked,  was  it  Just  or  fair !  Yon  passe<l  the 
distribution  law  by  the  incorporation  of  a  prin- 
ciple, without  which  it  could  not  liave  become 
a  law ;  and,  in  less  than  a  year,  you  seek  to 
violate  yonr  own  futh. 

The  hour  of  2  o'dook  having  arrived,  the 
committee,  according  to  order,  proceeded  to 
Tote  upon  the  several  amendments  offered  to 
the  bill. 

The  quesUon  was  first  taken  npon  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  re- 
enacts  the  distribution  law.  This  motion  was 
Tweeted — ayes  102,  noes  118. 

Mr.  GviH  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
(previously  withdrawn,)  according  to  which 
trie  operation  of  the  distribution  law  wonld  be 
suspended  nnti]  the  1st  of  August.  The  vote 
on  this  amendment  was  taken  by  tellers,  and 
resulted — ayes  97,  noes  111. 

Ur.  GiLUEB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"until  the  Ist  day  of  Angust,  IMS,  and 
longer,"  and  insert  "  until  the  same  shall  be 
.changed  bylaw."  The  effect  of  this  amend- 
meut  would  be  to  prolong  the  operation  of  the 
ibill.    It  was  rejected  by  the  committee — ayes 
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'.  FiujtoBx  moved  to  strike  oat  tlit  vorii 

1  no  longer,"  and  insert  "  it  wbidi  tias, 

if  there  shall  be  then  no  farther  legiilitioa  on 

tict,  the  laws  shall  be  the  mom  u  if  h 
ad  been  had."  This  amutdmeiitvii 
adopted  without  a  connt. 

Ine  committee  then  rose  asd  r^iorted  the 
bill  to  the  House,  and  the  amepdnwnti  idc^ 
in  committee  were  then  agreed  to. 

lii.  EuTMAH  moved  that  the  proriio  to  tk 
bill  be  stricken  oat. 

The  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  pnnin 
by  a  vote  of  107  to  IIS. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  iti  sognM- 
ment,  by  general  oooaent  it  was  read  t  tM 
time,  and  then  passed  by  the  foUowiag  ivte; 

Yx*a. — Henrs.  Adams,  AOen,  t^ndiff  W.  h- 
drevs,  Sheriock  ],  AndrevB,  Appl^on,  AraoU,  i<- 
crigg,  Baker,  Bsnunl,  Birdsfiye,  BoBRtnun.  Bcin, 
BH^a,  Brockwsy,  BronSDii,  Hiltcn  Biovn,  Bssd. 
Cslboun,  Thrants  J.  Campbell,  Chratfam,  Cm;, 
Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Cluk,  Etiley  N.  GWk^ 
Junes  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cniuton,  Cnveu,  Odbf, 
GaneU  Davis,  Dcbeiry,  Joba  Edrardl,  ET(nn,I» 
scndcn,  llllmons.  A,  Lawrence  Foster,  (Sd£in 
Goggin,  Patrick  G,  Goods,  Grahun,  Gnnger,  GiM, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Josoli  I 
IngersoU,  James  Irrin,  WitUam  W.  Irinn,  Siob. 
William  Cost  JohoBOn,  Isaac  D.  Jodes,  JohnF.Es- 
nedy.  Lane,  Linn,  HcEemun,  Sunlcm  Hra, 
Hathiot,  Hsttocks,  Haiwell,  Hsynsrd,  Wtdd, 
Uoore,  Uotssn,  HorHs,  Xoitow,  Otbonc,  (Mii, 
Fannenter,  PMice,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Povell,  Bmst. 
Beniimin  RandsU,  Alexander  Batidsll,  BuA^pk 
Ridgway,  Bodney,  WiUIwn  Rundt,  JsmtsK.  na«^ 
BdtonsUU,  Eheppeid,  SUnoutoo,  Ebde,  Tma 
Bmidi,  Spiigg,  Stanly,  Sudielej,  BtntUn,  Akmii 
H.  H.  Btnait,  John  T.  Stuait,  Samaen,  Tiiitftn^ 
John  B.  Tbompaon,  Bichaid  W.  Thonqaon,  Tilb(- 
hast,  Tnland,  Toinlhuoa,  Tiiplett,  Tramlnll,  Todr 
wood,  Tan  Renaselaer^sllaoe,  WasbingtoD,  Ednri 
D.  While,  Joseph  L.  While,  Thomas  W.  WiDiini, 
Joseph  L.  WilliamB,  Yorke,  Augustus  Tounft  id 
John  Young — lie. 

Nits.— Uessrs.  Atberten,  Beeeon,  BIdlid,  Bk*. 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Broira,  Out* 
Brown,  Baike,  William  Batter.  WilUam  0.  Bate, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  CUdwdl,  J<ta  OV 
bell,  Quqmuu],  aiflbrd,  Ointon,  Oolei,  OolqB^ 
Mark  A.  Cooper.  Craas.  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Sm 
Dawson^Dean,  Doan.  Doig,  EBStmaa,  Jotm  C  H 
wards,  Egbert,  Ferns,  John  Q.  Jiajd,  Oaikt  L 
Floyd,  Fornanoe,  Tbonus  F.  Foster,  Gambit,  GilsA 
William  0.  Ooodc,  Gordon,  GostJne,  Gwin,  fiibtr 
sham,  Harris,  Jolia  Hastings,  Ha;a,  Bdmca,  Stf 
kin^  Houck,  Houston,  Rubard,  Hunter,  Chada  J- 
Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cava  Johnson,  John  W.  Jtnw, 
Keim.  Andre*  KcnDedy,  King,  Lewti,  littlrMl 
Lowell,  Abraham  Mcaellan,  Robert  lIcCldliii,K- 
Eay,  VcKeon,  Alfred  Varrinll,  JOm  Tbdnpsm 
Mason,  Matthews,  Medill,  Ifiller,  Keriind,  M^' 
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After  several  ineffectual  attempts  bad  been 
.made  to  carry  amendments  to  the  Dilli 


PatrMge;  Payne,  Rekena,  Plnmei,  Proffii,  « 
Reding,  Rentier,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Wgp.  wfA 
Rooeeindt,  Saondert,  8baw,  flUeUt,  a^  ^ 


rod,  Bomtw,  Jacob  Tbonmaoii,  TuMy,ViB  AA 
Warren,  Wattewm,  WaUsr,  W^ltawk,  Wii%  •* 
Wood— 103. 
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IN  SBITATE. 

THnssDAT,  Jnna  16. 

Tha  Frovwionai  Tariff  BiU. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Etuib,  the  bill  from  the 

HotiH  to  extend,  for  s  limited  period,  the  pree- 

ent  Isvi  for  laTing  end  eoUeoting  datiei  od  im- 

fom,  TU  taken  np  and  read  the  first  time. 

Ur.  Etans  moved  that  the  bill  be  nov  read 
K  second  time,  with  a  view  to  its  reference. 
Vr,  SiroR  otjeeted  to  Ita  leoond  reading. 
Mr.  EvAJiB  demanded  the  jea*  and  naje  on 
the  qoeMloD,  "Shall  the  bill  tw  read  a  second 
lime,  with  a  Tiew  to  reference  t "  which  were 
oniered. 

Ur.  BiTOEUiAH  remarked  that,  as  the  jeas 
ud  naff  had  been  called,  be  woold  jost  sa;  he 
Tonld  vote  for  referring  tlie  bill  to  a  commit- 
tee; certainly,  he  wonid  for  iti  reference. 
Bat,  if  the  qnestion  was  on  tlie  passage  of  the 
bill,  with  the  proTiso  inserted  in  it,  be  would 
as  certunij  vote  against  it.  He  would  Tote 
for  its  reference,  to  give  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  the  Senate  an  opportunity  to  strike 
out  tbeproviso, 

Mr.  Ejno  sud  be  would  vote  against  connte- 
nancing  the  bill,  for  one  moment,  in  any  form. 
He  viewed  it  as  an  attempt  to  foroe  the  Senate 
to  violate  a  stdemn  promise  made  to  the  ooon- 
try,  and  particntarly  to  those  who  were  indnoed 
to  vote  for  tbe  distribntion  law,  under  the  di- 
rect pledge  Uiat  the  eompnunise  act  was  not  to 
be  disturbed.  He  held  t&at  the  distribaljon 
Isw  never  wonld  have  passed,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  distinct  nnderstanding  (as  strong  as  if  it 
bad  been  made  in  writing)  with  those  who 
Toted  for  it,  that  tlio  compromise  act  should 
not  be  disturbed,  and  that,  if  the  rate  of  duties 
*Jiai)Id  go  at>ove  20  per  cent.,  the  distribntion  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  slionid  cease.  That 
Tts  the  nnderstanding  by  both  Haaees,  deliber- 
ately given — eertainly  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate—and vrhioh  indooed  gentlemen  to  Toto  for 
ihe  bilL  who  wonld  otherwise  have  opposed 
He  maintained  that  the  Senate  was  bound,  by 
the  nnderstanding,  to  reust  tbe  passage  of  ttie 
hili.  The  Senate  owed  It  to  itself,  to  its  honor 
add  integrity,  and  to  the  country  and  its  inter- 
ests, not  to  lend  ita  sanction  or  eountenanee,  fbr 
a  moment,  to  this  bill,  and  thereby  violate 
every  obligation  to  themselves  and  the  great 
interests  of  the  country.  He  would  not,  as  far 
IS  ho  was  concerned,  give  hia  countenance  to 
he  proposed  measure  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  £vAH8  said,  any  discussion  on  tbe  merits 
'f  the  bill  wonld  be  inappropriate  at  this  stage ; 
le  would  not,  therefore,  aay  a  siunle  word. 
le  hoped  tbe  bill  would  be  p«-mitlea  to  take 
be  ordinary  coarse,  as  It  would  be  brought 
■efore  the  Senate  agun  at  an  early  day. 

Tb«  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
0  read  tbo  bill  a  second  time,  and  resulted  in 
he  affircoadve,  as  fbllows : 
Teas. — Kessn.  Archer,  Biiniir,  Bates,  Bayard, 
^errieD,  Bucbuisn,  Choate,  Oaytoo,  Connd,  Cntts, 
riuenden,  Ethu^  Qraham,  HuntiDgtoD,  K^,  Min- 
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gnm,  Herridi;  UUer,  Hotdwad,  Pbdpa,  Porter,  Pre*. 
Ion,  Bives,  ajmrnons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  TsUmadge, 
White,  and  WoodbriBe— £8. 

Nats. — Heosn.  AUen,  Bighy,  Benton,  Onlhbeit 
FUlon,  King,  Unn,  UcBoberU,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Cannecticnt,  Stutgeon,  Tippan,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  ud  Yonng— IS. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time; 
when, 

Hr.  XlvAiis  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  ^nance.    Carried. 

BOOBB  0?  BtEPBBBBNTATIVBB 

Fbidat,  June  17. 
G«MralJaehtoti^»  FiM. 
Ur.  0.  J.  Inoebboll,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Jodiclary,  rose  and  begged  leave  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Jackson.  He 
supposed  it  would  be  necessary  to  move  the 
Eospension  of  the  rules  for  the  reception  of  Uita 
bill,  and  he  would,  therefore,  moke  that  mo- 

[Cries  of  "  Oh,  no ;  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion."] 

There  being  no  objection  thereto,  he  reported 
the  bin,  and  it  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
It  was  a  bill  to  restore  the  fine  of  |1,000  im- 
posed on  General  Jackson  in  1S16. 
Mr.  Inokbsoll  then  rose  to  present  a  report 
accompany  the  bill  JnsC  read ;  and  be  said  it 
as  due  to  himself,  and  to  some  members  of 
the  committee,  (a  m^ority  of  whom  were  op- 
posed to  accompanying  the  bill  with  this  re- 
port,} that  be  should  say  that  he  offered  it  as 
the  report  of  three  members  of  the  committee ; 
and,  as  sncli,  he  trusted  it  would  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  bo  printed.    He  submitted  that  mo- 

BABRARn  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the 
House  (that  tbe  Hoose  might  act  nnderstand- 
'  igly)  the  fact — which  it  was  due  to  the  Com- 

iittee  on  the  Judiciary  should  be  known — that 
it  was  true,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judi- 
ciary had  directed  him  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  General  Jackson.  It  was  also  true 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania presentAd  a  written  report,  which  was 
not  adopted  by  the  committee  j  and  there  was, 
therefore,  no  report  of  the  committee  aocom- 
ponying  tbe  bill.  The  question  for  the  Bonse 
to  determine,  therefore,  was,  whether  they 
would,  for  the  first  time  in  tJie  practice  of  the 
House,  adopt  in  tbe  shape  of  a  minority  re- 
port, a  paper  emanating  from  one  or  more  of 
the  comralttee,  when  the  n^jority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  made  no  report  whatever.  That 
the  only  exception  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  take  to  the  adoption  and  printing  of  this  pa- 
per ;  it  would  be  the  opening  of  the  door  to  a 
practice  which  might  be  hereafter  it^urions,  or 
at  least  inconvenient. 

Mr.  0.  J.  ItroERsoLL  sdd.  In  moving  for  the 
printing  of  this  report,  he  w^s  tax  bam  snppoa- 
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ing  thst  the  printing  was  &  sanotioning  of  the 
report  b^  the  Uoaset.  Whether  gentlemeti 
a^ved  with,  or  disagreed  from,  the  report,  he 
miKht  aaj  of  it,  that  it  was,  in  it«el^  Terj  Inof- 
fensire ;  it  was  bat  enoh  an  argmnent  as  he 
had  thought  St  to  submit  with  the  biU ;  and 
the  Hooae  could  print  it,  or  not,  as  the^  might 
-  think  proper. 

Ifr.TosTEB,  of  Oeorjna,  made  some  obserra- 
tiona,  which  were  not  heard  at  the  reporters' 
desk ;  and  then  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

7%«  Apportionment  BiU. 

The  HooM  took  np  the  apporijooinent  bill. 

The  qneadon  pending  was,  "  Will  Uie  Hoose 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amead- 
ments  of  the  Senate !  "  on  which  Ifr.  Tbohp- 
eoH,  of  Indiana,  had  moved  the  prerions  qne«- 
tion  i  bat,  before  an?  action  was  had  thereon, 
the  House  a^ooraed. 

Mr.  BiHDSKTB  called  for  the  jeas  and  na^s  on 
the  qneetion  of  receding,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  House  determined  to  recede  ^om  its 
disagreement  to  tlie  amendments  of  the  Senate : 
yeas  109,  n«ji  101. 

The  qnestion  then  recurred  upon  agreeing  to 
the  llrst  division  of  the  Senate's  amendment, 
(i.  «.  that  increasing  the  ratio,)  and  resulted  In 
the  affirmatiTe,  as  follows : 

TiAS.— Hessnk  Alleo,  I^mdalT  W.  Andrews, 
Sheriock  J.  Andrem,  Barnard,  Barton,  Beeaon,  Bid- 
lack,  BlM^  BrrattOD,  Aanm  T.  Own,  HUton 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Broirn,  Burice,  WUJlun  Butler, 
Patrick  a  Cddwell,  Thomas  3.  Qunt^b^  Cto;, 
Oi^mian,  OUldi,  John  a  Clark,  Celt^  Onnsa, 
Oow,  Oaold,  DawBOD,  Eutman,  E<reratt,  Fcnenden, 
FOlBMe,  Ihomaa  f.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Gog- 
Kin,  Patrick  0.  Goode,  Onuger,  Gustine,  Girin, 
Habertharo,  Hall,  Hopluni,  Houston,  Howard,  Hnn- 
ler.  Hunt,  Qua  J.  Ingenoll,  Jamea  Irrin,  Jack, 
James,  Care  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D 
Jones,  King,  Lane,  Lewis,  Lowell,  KcEaf,  Samson 
Ifaaon,  John   Thomion   Hatoo,  Hathio^  Mattoc^ 
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bam,  Gieen,  John  Hsadngs,  Eajea,  Bdmca,  Sood, 
Hubatd,  HudKW,  Joseph  R.  Ingenoll,  mbaV 
Inrln,  Wm.  Cort  Johnaon^  Kdn,  John  P.  KesMh 
Andrew  KennM^r.  Uon^Uttlefleld,  Robert  leCMa! 
HcKeanan,  HcKeon,  Haidmnd,  AUM  ll.i*J 
Ibtbews,  Mapiard,  IteffiU,  Herinrther,  tlMiMf; 
hard,  (Hirer,  Osbrane,  Pluridge,  Far>^  Fmk 
FandletOD,  Plraner,  Bamaa;,  BejsoUi,  1%»  But- 
▼elt,  Ssoford,  Sbielda  aoMBtai,  &ijdct,  Suh, 
Steearod,  Stntton,  Swenef ,  miinghut,  Tdal 
TomllnaoD,  Triplet!,  Van  Buien,  Weifer,  JMKi  L 
White,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  JcKph  L  VObK 
•Dd  Wood— 108. 

After  some conTersatlon  nponpointsrfate 
Itetween  the  Spuxbr  and  Mr.  w.  Oon  Joo- 
eo^  the  question  was  taken  upon  the  Moni 
dmsion  of  the  Senate's  amendment,  (i  a  ilot 
which  admits  of  the  principle  of  ttartioul  np- 
reeentatioD,)  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  ttdlon: 

Yaia.— Keasia.  LandalT  W.  Andrews,  Bbai«d  J. 


Rbett,  RldgwaT,  Bodne;,  Began,  William 
J.  H.  Rnaoai,  Sahonrtall,  SMmden,  Shaw,  a 


1,  B«(de&,  Sngn  Bnaaa. 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Ilillca  Brown,  Wm.  Bnlkt.  Fa- 
rick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  CmM- 
Thomas  J.  Csmi^It,  CanUbeca,  Casej,  C^mM, 
Cbildi,  John  C.  Claik,  Colea,  Cramtca,  Cww 
Crmh,  Cushing,  Owrelt  DaTia,  Dawioa,  Jgta  C 
Edwudi,  Ererett,  Fcnenden,  GamtOe,  QisJrj,f% 
0.  Goode,  Onnger,  Qwin,  HaberAam,  Hall,  B^M 
Honsttm,  Howatd,  Hmtw,  Ennt,  J.  B.  I^ra4 
James  Irrln,  William  W.  Intin,  James,  Cm  Jria 
SOD,  John  W.  Jones,  I^ne,  Lewis,  UcKenau,  Sb 
am  Maaon,  John  Thotnaoo  Haaon,  Hathiia,  )t^ 
ewa,  Hsttodcs,  Maxwell,  Mitt^ell,  Hoora,  Kocpc, 
Marrow,  Paimenter,  Peaioe,  Pickens,  Pi^ie,  Po»d, 
Ptofflt,  Beqjamhi  Randall,  Beed,  Renchn,  KM 
Ridgwaj,  Bodnej,  James  M.  RoskII,  SihnM 
Saanders,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Smonton,  BUile,1^ 
man  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stokel^f ,  John  T.  Stuiil,  SmHr, 
John  B.  Tbompaon,  Ricbtml  W.  Tbomfaoo,  Jut 
Thompson,  Ullinf^ust,  Trumbull,  TnnM^,  Cite' 
wood.  Van  RenaseUer,  WalUce,  Wanen,  Wailaogna, 
WallersoD,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L  WlK 
Christopbar  H.  WllHama,  Jow^  L.  mikn,  WJK 


Blade,  Trmnan  Bmldi,  &^g,  Bt<Ae)e  j,  Aleoaikler  _. 
H.  Btaart,  Jofan  T.  Stoart,  Sommen,  Sumter,  Talia- 
ftn)^  John  B.  niompeoii,  lUdiard  W.  llompeou, 
Jacob  ntompsMi,  TrambuU,  Tune;,  Underwood, 
Ta»  Benssdwr,  Wallace,  Warren,  Washington, 
Walteiaon,  Edward  D.  White,  Jamea  W.  WiU&mg, 
Wiae,  Yoike,  Augustus  Toong,  and  John  Young 

—lis. 

Kits. — Uessis.  Adams,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ather- 
tCD,  Ajcrigg,  Baker,  BirdscTe,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Botti,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Charies 
Brown,  Buniell,  William  0.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Canithen,  ChlUenden,  Stalej  N.  Clarke,  ClifSinl, 
Clinton,  Junes  Cooper,  Marie  A.  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Oanaton,  Curiilng,  Oanett  Da^  Uchard  D.  Darif, 
" —     Debenr,    Dolg,    John    Edwaids,    John  C. 


BeesoD,  Bidladi,  Oida^,  BUr,  Botta,  Bnna,  Bqd, 
Brewster,  Brockwa;,  Chariea  Bniwn,  Jcramisb  Bni*« 
Burke,  BumeU,  WUliam  0.  Botier,  Gteea  V.CUi- 
well,  Calhoun,  ChitUndeo,  ClilTOTd,  CUsUi^  Jwo 
Coc^,  Marii  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Danid,  HAai  ^ 
DaTis,  Dean,  Debeny,  Didg,  Eastman,  Join  Q- 
warda,  %bert,  Ferris,  John  0.  fiord,  Cbaria  1 
Flojd,  romance,  A.  Lawrence  Fost^,  tlwom  ' 
Foster,  GIddinga,  Gibner,  G<win,  Patrick  G.  Goodt 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gnsline,  Way«,  Hopkhui,  Bo«l 
Hudson,  C.  J.  Ingeretdl,  Jad,  William  Ogal  Jafam, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  Kdm,  Andrew  EeMcdjr,  Jtia  t 
Eennedr,  King,  Unn,  LittlelsM,  Lowed,  Retisiltt- 
Clellsn.  McKay.  HcKeML,  Hardaml,  Alfrsd  HnML 
Maynard,  MedlU,  HariweOer,  MWer,  Man,  S«<- 
hard,  OUTer,  OstMmw^  OwsIot,  Pateidge,  FcaJtui. 
Flnmer,  Ramsay,  Randolph,  iUynw,  BediBg,  Vf 
Dolda,  Biggs,  RegSfS,  Rooaere)^  Wm.  Rnadl,-^ 
f<KU,  Shaw,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Sdatun,  inl- 
ander H.  H.  SCuarL  Sommen,  Sweney,  TaEifen, 
Iidand,  Tomlhuon,  TripleU,  and  Wellei^lCa 
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B&TUBDAT,  Jane  18. 
nt  Tariff: 

Til.  FiLLHOBK  moved  that  tha  Hoqm  reM^ve 
itielf  into  ft  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
rtiteof  th«  DnloD.  The  folio iring item  (No.  1.) 
of  the  bill  b^ng  under  eoosiderotion : 

"Be  it  tnacled,  St.,  Tbftt  from  and  afler  tbe  SOtb 
dtj  of  iime  next,  in  lieu  or  the  dulica  now  imposed 
OBllui  uticles  bereliufler  mcntioDed,  and  on  «uch 
u  aty  now  be  exempt  from  duty,  tliere  ihall  be 
leried,  collected,  and  paid,  tbe  following  duties,  that 
iilonj: 

"fint.  On  wool  omnanafactiued,  the  Talue  whereof 
il  Ibe  li«t  pott  or  ]dace  from  whence  exported  to  the 
Uoiled  Btatei  iball  exceed  eight  cents  per  pound, 
riuUbelGTiedadntj  of  thirt;  percent.  AdTaloram," 

Ur.  BALToysTAU.  had  moved  to  etrike  ont 
the  uid  item,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  por- 
tioQ  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Kuufectnres. 

rNm.— TUi  motion  embraced  the  whole  of  Ihat 
bill,  with  the  fcllowiiw  modiScations ; 

In  the  &iit  item  ofthe  propoeed  amendment,  the 
wordi  "  thiitieth  daj  of  Jul;  "  were  anbetinited  for 
the  word*  **  thirtieth  da;  of  Jane." 

And  tbe  liat  eection,  whiA  ie  in  the  following 
ward^  wu  stricken  ont : 

Sees.  AtidbtilfiiiT0ttTenaeUd,tb^^m.j9W- 
loa  ahatl,  knowingfj  and  willViUj,  with  intent  to 
de&uid  tbe  Rrenae  of  the  United  Statea,  amnggle, 
or  riandestinetj  introduce  Into  the  United  Stalee,  any 
goods,  waiea,  or  mercbendlae  enbjeot  to  dntj  b?  law, 
■Dd  wUdi  stuinld  Inre  been  Invoiced,  without  paThq; 
or  acconntrag  fi)r  tbe  dittj,  or  ahall  make  out  or  pua, 
or  attempt  (o  piM,  Ihrowi  die  eostom-bonae,  any 
&!»,  forged,  or  fVaadDleatliiT(rfce,eTeT]r  audi  penon, 
bii,  her,  or  their  alden  and  abettors,  aWl  be  deemed 
gnilq'  of  ■  miademeanor,  and,  on  oontiction  thereof, 
ihall  be  liable  to  a  fine  or  impiiBonment,  or  both ; 
the  fine  not  to  exceed  Ave  thouaand  dollaia,  or  the 
hnprisonment  two  jeaie.  j 

Hr.  HABsaasAx  bad  moved  to  amend  tbe 
ameDdment  bj  insertuig,  iu  lien  thereof,  ftfter 
tlte  voi^  "  Be  it  enacted,"  &o.,  the  bill  which 
had  beretofore  been  reported  by  him  from  the 
minority  ofthe  Oomraittee  on  Manofitctarea. 

Hi.  H.  said  tbe  most  objectionable  fbat- 
are  which  he  found  in  this  bill  was  the 
qiecifle  duties  and  the  principle  of  minimmns, 
Dpon  which  Kr.  H.  entered  into  an  argament 
of  some  length  to  shov  the  ineqaality  and  tn- 
josUoe  of  theee  provisions.  In  the  course  of 
this  part  of  his  remarks,  he  quoted  a  report  of 
til.  AoAHft  made  at  the  let  session  of  the  26th 
Congreea,  contiditing  a  powerful  argument 
against  the  mjnimnm  principle  as  well  as 
rndfifl  ditliee;  tbe  labataQce  of  wbioh  was, 
that  tbej  prevest  revenue,  by  ezolnding  to  that 
eztoot  fora^n  importations;  secondy,  that 
they  deceive  the  people;  and,  tUrdtr,  make 
the  man  who  nsea  coarse  mannfsetares  pay  a 
higher  do^  than  that  ptid  by  the  roan  who 
oonsomee  Uie  finest  and  ooetliest  artldca.  In 
this  bill  Ifr.  H.  sdd  that  that  nnjnst  principle 
was  oarried  to  a  gnat  extent  rai  a  good  many 


utides.  For  instance,  on  the  article  of  sugar. 
On  the  coarse  kind  of  sugar,  the  dnty  would  bo 
one  hundred  ]>er  cent. ;  while  on  Uie  finer,  tt 
would  amoont  to  about  thirty  per  cent.  Un 
carpets  which  cost  compar^vely  little,  the 
dutjr  wonld  be  higher  than  on  Turkey  or  in- 
grained carpeting.  Ur.  H.  deprecated  the 
effbcts  that  would  be  produced  by  this  bill,  and 
foretold  the  great  disutis&ddou  with  wUdi 
Lt  would  be  received  throaghont  the  country, 
by  the  great  body  of  consumers.  The  beet 
policy,  ho  contended,  for  this  country,  woidd 
be  to  distribute  the  taxes  as  equally  as  possible 
among  all  classes  of  the  community;  and  he 
contrasted  the  approach  that  was  now  making 
in  England  to  liberal  principles  with  the  selfiui 
and  monopolizing  spint  that  prevailed  here. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Brown  addressed  the  committee 
for  one  hoar,  in  opposition  to  the  increased 
rate  of  dnties.  He  could  find  nothing  in  either 
of  the  bills  lo  redeem  them  from  the  abhor- 
rence in  which  he  held  them.  They  both  bad 
the  obnoxious  purpose  of  violating  a  solemn 
instrument  of  compromise.  He  should,  how- 
ever, speak  to  but  one  bill,  because  the  other 
bad  been  introduced  by  the  committee  with- 
out any  report  or  recommendation  of  its  prin- 
ciples. 

He  thought  Congress  should  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question  of  Increasing  tbe  duties  at 
the  present  eesalon ;  and  to  take  it  up  for  the 
purpose  of  a  general  revisal,  and  the  imposition 
of  dnties  higher  than  20  per  cent.,  he  held  to 
bo  an  act  of  legisUtdve  pei^dy. 

He  wonld  not  re&r  to  Uie  various  party 
strafes  on  the  tariff.  In  every  Instance, 
however,  until  1888,  the  principle  of  protec- 
tion hod  triumphed.  In  1S8S,  the  burdens  be- 
came so  onerous  as  to  cause  almost  a  state  of 
revolution.  The  compromise  was  passed,  and 
the  high  duties  bronght  down.  Protection  had 
now  become  odiona,  and  many  who  onc«  ad- 
vocated It,  now  merely  expressed  themselves 
for  a  tariff  for  revenue,  though  in  ^sgnise  for 
protection. 

Ihe  oh^rman  ofthe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  denominated  his  bill  a  rmentu 
measure.  Not  so  with  the  chairman  <it  the 
Committee  on  Uannfaotnres.  He  was  more 
bold,  and  too  candid  to  stjle  bis  measure  a 
revenue  bill  No  one  could  doubt  that  both 
bills  were  for  tbe  purpose  of  proteotitn. 
He  spoke  ofthe  construction  ofthe  Oommlttee 
on  Hannfoctnres — nearly  all  of  whom  wet« 
from  the  North— but  two  from  the  South— and 
himself  alone  from  the  great  West.  He  gave 
a  history  of  the  progress  of  the  bills  between 
the  two  committees  and  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  gentieman  from  Uassachnsetta 
(Mr.  Saltodstali.)  regretted  that  the  Bouse 
wonld  not  allow  him  to  send  forpersons  and 
papers  bdbre  the  oommittee.  The  &ct  waa 
there  was  no  need  ot  wltnease&  They  swarm- 
ed aronnd  the  oommittee-room  like  locusts — all 
of  them  Interested  msnuiactnrers.  Although  th« 
House  passed  a  resolution  spring  that  the  teed- 
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mon^  of  intorwtod  perwns  ahonld  aot  be  taken, 
the  oommittee  Tefosed  to  take  an^  other,  kni 
made  their  statements  from  the  repreaentationa 
of  mea  whose  very  bread  depended  upon  tbe 
ana  wen  they  gave. 


IK  BEITATB. 

HoHDAT,  Jane  SO, 
n«  Sanhrvpt  Law, 

Hr.  BxmoK,  agreeably  to  notice  herotofore 
given,  aslied  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal 
tlie  bankrapt  law  of  1B41. 

The  Oh&ir  bad  great  doubt  vliether  the  bill 
conld  be  Introdnc^,  except  bf  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate.  Binoe  notice  had  b«en 
giren  bj  the  Senator  from  Uisaonii  (Mr.  Ben- 
ion)  of  Mb  intention  to  ask  leave,  he  had 
examined  the  role, 

Mr.  BxNTOH  said  be  Lad  given  ten  days' 
notice. 

The  CaAiB  aaid  the  Joint  mle  also  seemed  to 
oontemplato  a  Tote  of  two-thirds.  He  read 
the  mle  as  follows:  "When  a  bill  or  reaoln- 
tioa  which  has  been  passed  in  one  Bouse, 
shall  be  r^ected  iu  the  other,  it  shall  not  be 
brought  in  dnrtng  the  same  sesNon,  witboat  a 
notice  of  ten  dajs,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of 
fliat  Honae  in  which  it  shall  be  renewed." 

Mr.  BxsTos  agun  remarked  that  he  had 
given  the  reqiuute  notice. 

Mr.  Bexuxn  remarked  that  it  aj^ieared  by 
the  role  that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  woa  neoe»- 
sanr  to  grant  permission  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  he  therefore  demanded  the  jeaa  and  najs; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BniTOK  denred,  as  he  would  like  to  say 
Bomething  npon  the  sutject,  that  the  queetion 
might  be  permitted  to  Ue  over  till  to-morrow. 
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HOUSE  OF  BBFBBBSHTATITXS. 

TtnsiuT,  JoneSl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillhobx.  the  Hooae  re- 
Mdved  iiaelf  into  Oomnuttee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  MoKimfAR,  of 
FenDsylvania,  in  the  cbair,)  and  resumed  the 
oonnderatioa  of  the  hill  "  to  provide  rerenoe 
from  impOTta,  and  to  change  and  modify^  esist- 
ins  regnlatitnis  impodng  dntiea  on  imports, 
aiM  fbr  other  pnrpowa." 

Mr.  Habibbham  had  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  hj  inserting,  in  lien  thereof  after 
the  WMds  "  Be  it  enaot^"  Ac,  the  hill  which 
had  heretofore  been  reported  by  him  from  the 
minority  of  tie  Ooromitl«e  on  MaDofootorea. 

Mr.  OowBH  denied  that  there  had  been  any 
l^islative  perfidy  in  relation  to  this  snbjeot. 
The  oompromise  aot  contemplated  a  modmca- 
tion  of  dntiea;  and  by  the  distribntion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  pnUia  lands,  the  pet^le  got  the 
beDefit,  as  it  lessened  the  ueoetai^  for  direct . 


taxation ;  and  it  ne^er,  ftu-  a  mcnnent,  «Dtend 
his  mind,  that  the  States  were  too  extnngul 
to  be  trosted  with  it.  By  the  dlatribotkn  let, 
the  people  got  the  benefit  directly ;  by  pijiiif 
the  amonnt  Into  the  n&tlonal  treunrj,  thej  i«- 
ceived  it  indireoUy ;  and  the  qnertian  »i^ 
would  the  Hooae  lower  the  direct  or  Um  n- 
direct  taxation.  He  preferred  the  ifxsa; 
and  be  preferred  it,  also,  because  it  took  tin 
land  from  out  of  the  political  market. 

He  then  took  a  rapid  glance  throogfa  tin  li>- 
tory  of  this  qnestion,  and  atrongly  sdvoattd 
the  doctrine  of  prote«Uon,  as  the  trne  poiic;  4 
this  oonntry. 

Mr.  EBiniHDT,  of  Indiana,  sud  he  would  ou- 
roence  by  saying  that  he  had  no  patieixe  vitk 
this  doctrine  of  protection;  be  would  jiBta 
calmly  sit  down  and  resBon  sbcnt  the  Ww 
<m0Timdi  of  stealing  from  his  pocket  the  pro- 
dace  of  a  day's  isbor,  as  aboot  this  ilactrine  of 
protection.  When  be  heard  gentlemen  Utt 
about  the  neoeesily  of  protecting  the  people  (f 
the  West,  be  was  astonished.  He  wu  bon  ii 
the  West,  and  he  hod  resided  in  the  VW- 
Indeed,  he  hod  never  resded  anywhere  dw; 
and  if  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  oinni<Hi  of  lb 
Western  people,  it  was  the  reverse  of  U>) 
doctrine  of  protection. 

On  the  subject  of  the  oons(titntionsKtj"rfp«o- 
tection,  JacksoDj  and  MadisiHi,  and  Jeffenos, 
hjbd  been  quoted.  He  bad  not  bad  on  m» 
tunlty  to  look  up  authorities ;  bat  he  bdo  ibt 
a  tariff  for  protection  was  unconstiniticad, 
and,  in  a  few  wordo,  be  woold  give  the  raws) 
on  which  his  minions  were  based.  It  inxU 
donbtiess,  be  admitted  that  the  tariff,  wb«(te 
for  revenue  or  protection,  was  sn  eieitJsei)( 
the  taxini  power;  and  he  wished  the  w<ri 
"tariff"  had  never  been  used.  If  tbs  ■Mi 
"  tax  "  had  been  used,  as  it  ought  to  have  htf, 
the  people  would  have  been  mnch  lets  liio*- 
bo^ed  than  they  bad  been. 

The  constitution  clothes  Oongresi  with  tb« 
taxing  power — with  power  to  lay  and  eollei* 
taxes,  imposts,  and  excises:  and  for  wbstra 
this  power  given  t  To  pay  the  debts  tod  y> 
vide  for  the  common  defence  and  gencnl  ini- 
fare  of  the  United  States.  Now,  if  tbslho- 
era  of  the  constitation  hod  intended  to  p** 
freedom  to  Congress  to  exercise  the  taiiiif 
power  for  "protection,"  it  woidd  have  !««• 
very  easy  to  have  added  to  the  pnrpoMS  to 
which  taxes  were  to  be  ruaed,  "ana  for  the  pr»- 
tection  of  domestio  mannfitctarea."  IthadbM 
intimated  that  the  exerdse  of  the  taxhigpi>w 
fbr  protection  was  indirectly  to  nroTio*  w 
"the  general  welfare."  To  this  ne  i^J 
that  the  taxing  power  was  given  for  suit* 
and  ennmeratM  poipoees;  and  to  *'*''**2 
for  other  purposes,  was  to  vit^te  the  Bw 
whioh  hod  been  confided  in  them.  He  btU 
that  to  levy  a  tax,  by  whiftb  one  P<«*?J: 
the  commnnily  was  made  to  pny  oet  of  tw" 
hard  earnings  for  the  benefit  of  aaotber  yx- 
tion  of  the  comranntty,  waa  not  a  raisin*  « 
taxes  to  pay  Uie  d«Me  or  to  poride  *'  ■" 
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gweral  w«lGu«  of  the  United  States;  it  was 
10  ptovide  for  the  wel&ra  of  a  feir  favorite 
bdividnals,  at  the  expense  of  the  general  vd- 
fire. 
Ha  wanted  to  aak  tlie  advooatea  for  proteo- 


:  market  would  be  created.    They 
■tj  to  the  farmera  of  the  West :  ' '  Yon  raise  a 

Sst  deal  of  corn,  bee£  aad  porlc ;  and  as  the 
tub  have  closed  tbeir  ports  agaiost  it,  jon 
most  make  a  market  at  home,  hj  tnrmug  the 
Sew  Englauders  into  manofaotnrerB."  Now 
this,  at  the  first  binsh,  seemed  to  be  veiy 
plsonble,  but  he  wished  to  ask  them  bow  mudi 
of  the  snrplna  prodnce  of  the  Western  farmers 
they  woQld  take.  Will  the?-  give  as  a  market 
for  ail  our  anrplos  produce  t  No ;  they  will 
not,  and  cannot  One  of  the  rich  States  of  the 
Tsllej  of  the  Uiesissippi  wonld  keep  all  the 
manDtaetnriae  establishments  in  New  Endand 
in  bog  and  nominjr  for  three  jears.  Tbej 
eonld  not  take  on  J  thing  like  the  sarplus  prodnce 
of  the  \FeaL  Onr  comitrj  ia  too  yast  and  too 
rich  for  its  snrplna  prodnce  to  be  consumed 
bj  the  manefactaring  establishments  of  a  few 
Scatn  It  was  eminentlj  calcnlated  for  an 
agricultnral,  and  not  for  a  mannfaoturing 
coontij;  and  he  never  would  make  it  the 
latter,  if  ho  had  the  power  to  do  so.  Let  any 
man  travel  tbroogb  the  Western  cooatry, 
breathe  ita  pnre  idr,  look  npon  its  fertile  fields, 
and  witneaa  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  its 
population,  and  say  if  he  would  change  it  for 
the  crowded  atmosphere  of  a  manufactoring 
town,  with  all  its  vice  and  misery — which, 
■aid  he^  I  pray  Qod  to  keep  as  from.  Then, 
he  would  aay,  that  in  the  very  natnre  of 
thin^  the  monnfacturers  never  oonld  be  made 
to  consume  the  BOrptus  prodnce  of  the  Western 
coontty.  J3nt  sappose  that  it  could — suppose 
that  yon  adopt  a  tarlfil^  excluding  all  foreign 
commoditiea.  If  we  buy  nothing,  we  can  sell 
nothing;  *nd  here  will  l>e  the  spectacle  of  the 
American  Bepnbllc,  like  a  second  Celestial 
Empire,  drawn  up  within  her  abell— cat  off 
from  commerce  with  all  the  world.  When 
we  come  to  thia  condition,  some  new  ligbts 
may  spring  up  with  notions  like  those  of  the 
hoaorablo  gentleman  tnxax  Maasachosetta,  and 
set  all  the  wtvid  against  na,  for  a  violation  of 
the  Isira  of  nations,  and  to  whip  na  into  com- 


m  8KHATK. 

TnuBSDXY,  June  23. 
T^IHtcal  Tiar, 
Ur.  EvAira,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  define  and  estab- 
lish the   dacal  year  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  wlilch  waa  read  the  lirst  time. 

iir.  BuoHAXAN  Inqoired  whether  there  was 
uy  neoenity  fbr  the  refBrence  of  tlie  bill  to  a 


,Mr.  EvANB  did  not  think  there  was;  and 
asked  that  the  bill  might  be  read  a  second 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time. 
[The  bill  proposes  that  the  fisceJ.  year  shall 


been  long  desired;  that  it  v 
mended  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
^r.  WooDBtiBT,)  when  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  department.  He  (Ur.  E.)  hoped  it 
would  become  a  law  nt  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  If  there  was  no  desire  that  the 
bill  should  be  committed,  ho  hoped  it  would 
be  acted  npon  without  delay. 

Mr.  WooDBOBY  agreed  with  the  Senator  from 
Uaiue,  (Ur.  Eva:«b,)  that  the  object  of  the  biU 
was  a  desirable  one — to  make  tlie  fiscal  year 
correspond  with  the  commercial  year. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Evans,  the  bill  was  then 
taken  np  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
considered,  and,  there  being  no  proposition  to 
amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  reading. 

The  Prevituntat  Tariff. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Etams,  the  Senate  pn>- 
oeeded  to  the  consideration,  aa  in  Oommfttoe  of 
tbe  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  extend  for  a  limited 
period  the  present  laws  for  laying  and  oollect- 
mc  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Etarb  observed  that  the  eznlanoUons 
he  shoold  make  of  this  bill  wonla  be  very 
brief;  and  he  hoped  the  bill  itself  wonld  b« 
disposed  of  to-day,  one  way  or  another.  Ita 
object  is  to  postpone,  for  one  month,  the 
operation  of  that  part  of  the  compromise  act, 
the  provisions  of  which  wonld  oome  into  effect 
on  tna  1st  of  July.  A  very  oooalderable  re- 
duction  of  duties  takes  place  by  that  act  on 
the  first  day  of  next  month. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  revenue  receipts  of 
this  year,  like  those  of  several  years  bac^  will 
fall  very  far  short  of  the  aotool  expeoditurea 
of  the  year.  Tbe  demands  of  the  treasury,  for 
ordinary  pnrposes,  independent  of  the  public 
debt,  will  be  very  little  short  of  twenty- three 
millions  of  dollars.  The  upropriations  of  tlila 
session,  it  is  now  certun,  will  amount  to 
twenty-two  millions,  indndmg  a  million  for 
ibjects  not  specified.    The  Income  of  the  tr" "  - 


The  receipts  fhim  customs,  onder  existing  laws^ 
oannot  snrpasa  fifteen  millions;  leaving  a  de- 
ficit of  seven  milllona  to  be  snpphed  by 
treasury  notea,  or  some  other  provision  of  Oon^ 
gress. 

It  ia  evident  that  a  necessity  exists  to  In- 
crease the  means  of  the  treamry.  The  bill 
for  the  reorganixation  of  the  tariff  has  not  yet 
been  matured ;  and  there  is  no  hope  that  it 
be  ready  to  go  into  operation  sooner  than 
the  Ist  of  Angnst.  He  believed  the  benefit  of 
a  homo  valnation  will  be  about  eqoal  to  the 
reduction  contemplated  by  the  oompromise  act ; 
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M  that  there  wiU  be  no  riolatioo  of  the  Tirinoi- 
plea  (tf  that  act  if  tiie  doty  now  payable  be 
continued.  The  neoeBslty  for  thia  temporary 
bill  is  apparent  from  the  doubt  which  exists 
whether  any  duty  can  be  collected  after  the 
80th  of  June,  nnlesi  so  far  as  secured  by  the 
revenne  bill  of  last  Beedon ;  which  bill  imposed 
duties  on  a  small  portion  of  the  imports.  This 
donbt  arose  ont  of  tbe  comproioise  act  passed 
in  March,  183S.  He  quoted  the  first  section  of 
that  act,  and  assumed  that,  if  the  act  stopped 
here,  no  donbt  could  exist ;  but  the  third  sec- 
tion specified  that  the  rate  of  dnties  should  be 
continued  until  the  80th  of  June,  1S42 ;  and 
there  was  acother  section  which  provides,  ia 
effect,  that  other  laws  shall  he  pa^ed  regulat- 
ing the  duties  to  be  collected  after  the  30th  of 
June.  This  was  in  the  last  part  of  the  fifth 
aectlon,  staUng  that  articles  snail  not  be  im- 
ported nnless  subject  to  such  duties  as  shall  be 
imposed  by  law,  not  ezoeedins  SO  per  cent. 

Here,  Uien,  was  considerable  donbt  whetber 
any  duties  con  be  collected.  Ought  it  to  be 
left  a  matter  of  doubt  t  Every  one  knows 
tbat  tbe  importers  are  nnder  an  impression 
that  no  duty  can  be  collected  under  the  ccm- 

firomise  act,  after  the  80th  of  June.  This 
ndicatea  tiiat  there  may  be  considerable  dis- 
futationa  refenible  to  indicia!  courts,  and  thej 
ave  not  been  favorable  to  revenne  laws.  It 
is,  at  least,  not  so  clear  a  r^ise  as  to  Justify 
rdiance  on  the  power  of  collecting  duties. 
Preparations  are  made  for  very  large  importa- 
tions, if  the  dnty  shall  be  only  20  per  cent., 
whidi  will  be  vastiy  increased  under  the 
cbanoe  of  being  admitted  duty-free.  The  con- 
dition of  the  treasury  imperiously  required  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  and  the  necessity  was  so 

Eressing,  that  he  could  not  anticipate  any 
entation.  It  Is  even  very  questionable 
whether  the  home  valuation  can  be  regulated 
in  time.  So  that,  even  if  the  act  of  1883  con 
be  made  available  for  the  collection  of  duties, 
it  ia  very  plain  its  operations  must  be  very 
unequal  and  very  unjust.  As  fcr  as  the  mwn 
question  of  revenne  was  concerned  there  could 
be  no  ol^ection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  But 
it  is  Bt^d  it  will  be  a  violation  of  the  com- 
promise act,  by  exceeding  20  per  cenL  duty 
after  liie  SOUi  of  June.  He  asked  Benotora, 
waa  no  duty  beyond  20  per  cent,  absolutely 
required  for  the  want^  of  the  Ooremment, 
even  if  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio  lands  are 
taken  back  f  It  can  be  no  violstion  of  the 
compromise  act  to  exceed  20  per  cent,  duty  on 
imports,  while  the  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment demanded  more. 

He  very  much  questioned  whether  the  rate 
of  dnties,  now  eristing,  will  not  he  continued 
after  the  SOth  of  June,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
home  valuation.  But,  as  that  home  valuation 
cannot  be  adjusted  In  time,  there  would  be  no 
violation  of  the  compromise  act  by  continuing 
the  rate  of  duties  the  some  as  at  present. 

Let  the  matter  be  what  it  may.  Congress 
must  provide  meani  for  tbe  oeoearities  tx  the 
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treasury.  There  is  another  oUedioa  to  h 
anticipated;  and  that  ia,  in  raotimi  te  tlw 
clause  repealing  the  section  of  the  land  dirtri- 
bution  act  of  tast  aesston,  which  retnnu  Q» 
land  fund  to  the  treasury,  should  tbedttisibg 
raised  past  SO  per  cent  It  has  been  inikti 
that  tills  section  was  introdnoed  into  &b  ^ 
tribatlon  act  as  a  compromise,  and  tfait  tka 
attempt  to  repeal  it  is  a  vlolatioo  of  tht  eon- 
pact  by  which  the  act  was  pmed.  Edt 
could  it  be  called  a  compromise,  Then  ttii 
genUemen  opposite  stand  pledged  to  repaid 
whole  act  the  momeat  they  con  get  the  onv 
tnnity  1  Urgent  qipeala  htre  been  dmc  U 
Senators  supposed  to  have  committed  tbcn- 
selves.  He  saw  himself  alluded  toashBTiDgHl 
he  did  not  contemplate  that  any  attsnpt  wnid 
be  mode  to  increase  the  duties  beyond  tutOj 
per  cent.  Be  never  had  expreased  sn  opioka 
as  to  what  Congress  woold  do.  What  be  bid 
said  was,  that  If  it  was  necessary  to  go  iia 
the  Bulifect  at  a  fhture  sesdon,  Omgresi  t^ 
have  the  whole  subject  before  it,  and  mM 
repeal  the  distribution  act  if  it  saw  fit. 

Uis  own  impression  was,  that  tbe  wkb 
matter—the  adjustment  of  tlte  tariff;  ud  d* 
tbe  distribution  subject,  till  1st  of  AnfBtf,» 
as  to  give  time  for  adjustment — woom  kin 
neither  the  friends  nor  tbe  enemies  ofoAs 
increased  tariff  or  distribution  in  awonsM' 
dition  then  at  present.  Bis  object  wb,  b 
effbct.  to  postpone  the  1st  day  of  July  loti* 
Isl  of  August,  so  that  the  passage  of  tUi  II 
shall  have  no  efibct  on  either  tonffordiitril* 
tion;  and  if  no  ether  law  be  passed,  onlbiU 
of  August  the  compromise  act  and  distrihitiH 
act  shall  both  go  into  efifect,  accordiDgtotUt 
specific  powers. 

It  seemed  to  him,  that  aH  those  wbo  n 
opposed  to  distribution  ought  to  go  withki 
for  postponement.  Neither  party  would  wfe 
any  disadvantage,  or  obtMn  any  aii»sBtift 
If  the  bill  pass  as  it  Is,  the  distribution  vl 
take  effect;  but  if  the  proviso  hostricUntrt 
every  gentieman  will  stand  in  the  snns  m- 
diUon  on  the  Ist  of  Augnst  as  mi  the  1*  ■ 
July.  For  the  purpose  of  rendering  tbe  IB 
acceptable  to  all,  he  would  pnypose  to  *4f 
out  the  proviso  in  the  bill,  and  insert  in  it 
place  the  fbllowing; 

"  That  the  dlstribation  of  Ibe  proeeedt  of  iln  ^ 
lie  lands,  sntlmriied  and  £iee(ed  bythetHtH^ 
gr«paBtd  tbe4Uiof  BefiteBber,  IMl,  entidtd  'ii 
let  to  appTO|«i>te  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sslesof  (tie  iw|| 
lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rig^ta,'  sfasll  ^  ■>* 
tbe  «me  is  £ireby,  suspWed  and  potpoaed  <ao 
tbe  let  dayof  Augiik,  1S42;  and  tbe  aud  utdfitii 
4tk  S^tember,  1S41,  sbal]  be  do  otbeiwin  c  ^^ 
ther  affected  or  modified,  than  merelj  to  jx^p^ 
to  the  said  Ist  day  of  Augoat  next  tbs  d*"^ 
of  the  said  proceeds  directedby  that  settotiew* 
on  lat  day  (*  July,  1842;  any  thing  cotrtsto*  o  "■ 
act,  or  the  said  act  of  the  4th  of  September,  W%  ** 
the  contrary  notwithstuidhig.'* 
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Fridat,  Jnne  24. 
TU  Provinonal  Tarif. 
On  notJon  of  Ur.  £tahb,  the  Senate  reanmed, 
H  b  Oonuntttee  of  the  Whole,  the  ooDudera- 
tian  of  the  bill  to  estead,  fur  s  limited  period, 
tie  prennt  Uva  for  Ittjiag  and  coUeotiuK  daties 
Baitnpcrta. 

Tbe  qneetioo  p«tidIiiK  ww  the  propoflilion  of 
Hr.  Svixa  to  strike  out  Uie  proviio  ^  the  hill, 
ud  imert  B  >nbBUtal«. 

Mi.  Btvxa  laid  with  reffard  to  the  ameiid- 
mentof  the  Senator  from  Haiae,  (Ur.  Evahb,) 
it  amp]]'  poa^Mned  the  diitribntioo  until  the 
lit  of  Aagut,  at  wbioU  time  it  was  proposed 
to  take  place,  anj  tbiog  in  tlie  distribation  law, 
or  V17  other  law,  to  the  oootrar;  notwithatand- 
ing.  Bnt  no  man  had  admitted  that  thej  had 
the  Gonstitatloiud  power  to  diatribnte  monej, 
if  thej  had  to  raiie  it  bj  taxation ;  and  jet  iH 
these  priooiples  mast  be  trampled  on,  to  greep 
at  dUtribatioa  aa  a  practical  measure  I  Nor 
had  uy  man  admitted  that  the;  had  a  right 
to  diibribate,  except  in  case  of  a  surplus.  This 
wu  tbe  laogpage  of  Mr.  Ou,t  in  1888,  and  tbe 
lau^oue  of  all  the  advocates  of  diatribntion, 
from  ^at  time  to  the  recent  revival  of  the 
measure,  when  diatribntion  was  contended  for 
on  the  (iugle  principle  that  hj  "  a  dot;  of  20 
per  oenL  <m  luxarie^"  in  the  fashionable  lan- 
guage of  the  daj,  there  woald  be  mora  than  a 
nfficiencj  of  means  for  the  support  of  the 
Govemmoit;  and,  therefore,  the  proceeds  of 
the  pablic  lands  coold  be  distributed  among 
the  )adfibt«d  States.  Bat  there  was  now  no 
rorplos — nobodj  dreamed  of  one ;  and  jet  a 
distribution  was  contemplated  and  insisted  on 
b;  Senatora,  notwithatanding  the  impoverished 
state  of  the  treasnrj,  and  tbe  difflcoltj  of  ne- 
gotiating loons  to  carrj  on  the  Government 

FiAeen  millions  of  dollars  in  revenne  was  all 
that  eonld  be  got,  under  eiisting  laws,  from 
cnsloroa.  Twentj-seveo  millions  was  the  least 
nun  required,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the 
churman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans 
in  ttte  other  House.  But  where  was  the  bal- 
ance of  twelve  millions  to  be  got  t  ITpou  cred- 
it! The  most  thriftless  resource  ever  thought 
of,  even  bj  the  prodigal  son  I  lie  showed  that 
little  dependence  was  to  be  placed  on  loans, 
Ont  of  aU  the  loan  biUH  of  the  extra  session  and 
this  session,  ontj  a  million  and  a  half  had  been 
obtaii)«d  since  tbe  last  act  paaeed ;  and  that 
at  the  aacriflce  of  naUonal  credit — ninetj-seven 
and  ahalf  percent.:  he  understood  from  rumor, 
being  the  rate  at  which  that  pittance  was  ob- 
tained. How  much  monej  was  likelj  to  be  in 
the  Creasnrj  on  the  Ist  of  Augastt  When  tbe 
iBvj  appropriation  bill,  the  arm  j  appropriation 
)ill,  &c,  irill  have  been  thirtj  daje  In  force, 
low  nmcb  monej  will  be  left  in  the  treasnrjt 
dow,  thaitf  is  the  monej  to  be  got  which  this 
>roviBo  says  ahall  be  diatribnted  to  the  States 
ID  the  lot  of  Angnst,  instead  of  tbe  Ist  of  Jnljt ' 
^.1       ..1 ^^  borrow  it  t  and,  if  thej  I 


did,  of  whom,  and  at  what  sacrifice  of  national 
honor  and  nalMoa]  credit  I  And  was  this  to  bo 
done  in  spite  ofthe  want  of  constitotional  power 
to  barrow  money  for  diatribntion,  admitted  by 
every  one?  No  man  has,  hitherto,  even  dared 
to  propose  a  distribution,  nnleas  from  a  sorplus. 
When  the  Senator  from  Eentocky  (Mr.  Glat) 
made  his  celebrated  report  in  favor  uf  distribu- 
tion, it  was  on  tbe  ground  that  the  treasury 
was  then  bowed  down  by  the  weightof  surplus 
revenne,  which  it  was  necessary  to  get  rid  of. 
Now,  the  proportion  is  to  distribute  from  an 
exhausted  treasnrj,  which  can  have  no  sorplns^ 
unless  created  by  borrowed  raonej. 

Nothing,  he  conceived,  was  bo  utterly  inde- 
fensible as  the  assumption  that  the  public  landa 
are  the  property  of  the  States,  and  not  of  the 
United  States.  This  he  argued  at  great  length, 
in  opposition  to  the  heretofore  expressed  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  (Ur.  Bmitb,)  and 
others. 

Hr.  Smtii,  of  Indiana,  interposed  to  explain. 
Eis  porition,  as  would  be  seen  by  his  publio 
qieeones,  was,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  lands 
covered  by  the  deeds  of  cession,  after  the  ob- 
jects of  the  cession  Lad  been  accomplished, 
were  due  to  tbe  States;  but,  as  to  tbe  knda 
not  covered  by  those  deeds,  thej  were  subject 
to  tbe  disposal  of  Congress,  at  its  discretion,  as 
was  declared  in  the  twnatitntion,  and  contended 
for  bj  General  Jackson,  the  head  of  the  Cemo- 
oratio  party.  Be  hoped  he  was  nnderstood, 
and  he  would  not  farther  interrupt  tbe  Sena- 
tor. 

Ur.  Rives  resumed.  He  understood  the 
Senator  to  say  that,  after  the  aocompliebment 
of  certain  purposes,  the  proeeedt  of  the  ceded 
lands  belonged  to  the  States.  [Ur.  S.  nodded 
assent.]  He  quoted  tbe  deed  of  cesuon,  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  the  language  was  perfect- 
ij  justified  by  the  condition  of  alliance  which 
held  the  States  together  at  that  time.  There 
was  to  be  a  common  treasnrj,  to  which  the 
States  were  to  contribute.  Hgw,  then,  conid 
that  compact  ever  be  carried  out,  but  by  bring- 
ing the  proceeds  into  the  common  f^d,  to  h? 
^tplied  to  the  common  defence  1 

This  he  expatiated  upon  at  large,  and  quoted 
the  declaration  of  Maryland— now  brought  fbr- 
ward  by  him  for  the  first  time,  having  accident- 
tdly  discovered  it  in'  the  archives  of  Virginia. 
An«r  quoting  coutemporaneons  evidence  from 
various  authorities  in  support  of  his  views,  Mr. 
B.  deduced  tliat,  whatever  may  be  Mr.  Clot's 
views  now,  when  he  first  advocated  distribu- 
tion, and  for  many  years,  he  never  broached 
the  idea  of  any  thing  beyond  distribution  firom 
an  inconvenient  sarplns  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Cbittbndeh  said  the  only  refutation  he 
thooght  necessary  to  offer  to  the  Senator's  ar- 
gnments,  was  a  reference  to  Lis  own  speeches; 
he  would,  if  time  permitted,  only  ask  to  oppose 
the  Senator  to  himself.  He  would  set  up  his 
rot«  In  favor  of  the  distribution  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, aa  a  complete  answer  to  his  argomenti 
to-df^. 
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Mr.  RiTSfl  remlDded  the  Sanator  from  Een- 
tnckythat  he  hod  been  indaoed  to  vote  for  thkt 
measure  bj  the  Bolemn  stipnlatioa  of  the  nu- 
penBion  clfttue.  Eis  argnmente  to-doj  were 
in  favor  of  caiTTing  oat  tbe  proviriona  of  that 
bill  in  good  ^th. 

Ur.  CBiTTBNDKit  Bsid  be  never  remrded  tMa 
distribution  act  in  any  other  light  thkn  that  of 
BD  act  of  common  and  ordinary  Ic^^ialation,  sub- 
ject to  fntnre  reTision  and  coireotion.  It  is 
very  true  that,  at  the  time  of  paa^ng  it,  tbt 
firiends  of  the  meaBore,  in  order  to  carry  it 
eariier  than  they  otherwiae  oould  carfy  ft, 
wov,  for  the  preMot,  oonteot  to  modify  it  m 
as  to  inmre  a  mifficieDt  nnmber  of  votes  for  its 
pasuge;  but  sorely  that  was  not  to  preclude 
them,  wheaever  they  should  have  a  mfjority 
strong  enough  to  amend  the  act-,  from  expong- 
iog  the  obnoxious  clause  forced  upon  them  by 
ttio  oircumstances  of  the  moment.  Bid  the 
Senator  mean  to  contend  that  an  act  is  t  ~. 
perpetual,  or  even  to  continue  atnoment  longer 
In  full  force  than  Congress  chooses,  when  pre- 
pared to  repeal  or  modify  it  (  There  was  no 
pledge,— no  vitiated  lalth.  All.  parties  got  fay 
this  act  Just  what  they  oould  get,  and  no  more. 
Such,  too,  most  be  the  case  now,  In  relation 
to  (my  modification  Oongresa  may  choose  to 

It  seemed  to  him  strange  that  any  doubt 
shonld  be  entertained  as  to  the  import  of  the 
proviso  now  under  consideration. 

What  is  the  faetf  That  Congress  Is  called 
npon  to  pass  a  law  continuing  the  revenae  laws 
now  existing  for  one  month.  What  is  fair,  on 
such  an  ocoislon,  with  regard  to  the  friends 
and  opponents  of  distribntion !  That  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act  of  1841,  in  relation  to  distri- 
bution, should  be  merely  snspended  during  the 
rise  of  revenue  after  80th  of  Jane,  1 849,  for  one 
month  pending  the  adjnrtnient  of  the  whole 
question.  If  tne  compromise  act  were  to  be 
carried  out  in  full,  on  tlie  lit  of  July,  wonid 
not  the  duties  be  S,  6,  or  7  per  cent,  higher 
than  20  per  ceat  under  the  home  valuation  and 
ca^h  duties  t 

It  was  bnt  for  one  short  month.    And  w 

right  tliat  this  temporary  act  should  be  allowed 
to  susp^d  the  operation  of  a  great  national 
distribution  act  so  long  Bgitat«d  and  so  solemnly 
enacted!  The  proviso  will  ooutinne  In  opera- 
tioD — so  will  the  distribution  act.  How,  then, 
oould  gentlemen  oonteoil  that  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  a  repeal  t  This  act  will  expire  on  the 
1st  of  August.  If  then  the  duty  should  be 
higher  than  20  per  cent.,  how  can  the  distri- 
bution be  made  after  that,  without  some  fresh 
enactment,  or  duties  fall  down  to  SO  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  BccnANAit  said  in  his  opinion  there  was 
but  little  diJTerenoe  between  the  amendment 
and  the  proviso  which  it  proposed  to  strike 
out.  Under  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House, 
the  first  instalment  under  the  distribution  law 
would  be  payable  to  the  Statee  on  the  1st  day 
of  Jnly ;  whilst  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
frmn  Maine  would  postpone  the  p^ment  until 


the  1st  of  Aogast  This  waa  the  whds  Ms- 
ence.  If Sen^rs supposed thattbeK«odii»t 
dianged  the  original  Dill  in  anyothw  fui» 
nlar,  they  were  miBtakeDi. 

The  great  question  still  remaiiied,  vbctba 
any  poition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pBUi«luli 
ought  to  be  distributed,  inTiolatimofthtpi*- 
vlso  to  the  rixth  Motimi  of  tiie  dlttibi&a 
law  I  and  this  qneetion  was  as  Urtyr^Ndbf 
the  Senator's  amendmeat  u  U  had  btoi  )fj  tb 
proviso  to  the  toll  aa  tt  same  frmn  the  ^qk 
The  avowed  and  maBiftat  porpose  of  th 
araendineiit  was  to  nve  to  the  States  lbs  fan 
instalment  nader  tlie  dlstrlbmiaii  law,  Mtviik- 
standing  the  Ult  to  whidt  it  waa  UDtnd  ii- 
creased  the  dutiea  on  imports  to  a  nl«  *)im 
twenty  per  cent  If  this  hill  were  (o  bce«Dt 
a  law  bef<H«  the  1st  day  of  July,  vhhcnl  im 
proviso  whatever,  the  diatriboooB  rf  tbt  a- 
stalment,  which  would  otherwise  have  btMn 
due  on  that  day,  would  be  saspeaded  ud  gw. 
This  bill,  then,  in  uiy  events  whether  tb<  pn- 
viso  from  the  House  or  the  amoiidment  of  its 
Senator  tnm  Maine  shall  prevail,  will  an  Ik 
first  instahnent  for  the  States.  The  narnt 
roent  will  aoootoplish  thiBpnrpoaeascfiwtidiT 
as  the  proviso  from  the  Hotue.    Both  eq«^ 

t reserve  the  right,  aod  prevuit  the  ftsftinrc 
l^  --< .-¥_.„ ■ ..  _i. 


nvun  for  Senators  to  attonpt  to  tndt 

question  of  jirindple  by  any  such  nodte 
L  of  the  origmal  hill  as  the  ameadtoent  i^ 

In  point  of  principle,  then,  the  qaeOM 
arises  as  mnch  npon  ttiis  amenamMt,  t>  if  ^ 
were  a  proposition  absolutely  to  r^ieal  Die  i»- 
viso  to  the  riith  section  of  the  distribotice  kr. 
The  question,  shall  the  operation  of  thiipnmtt 
be  snapcnded  for  one  month,  and  b  ngtri  U 
one  instalment,  involves  the  prinriple  ss^ 
nally  as  if  the  proposition  were  to  snsptDl  'c 
forever.  It  is  true,  that  the  interest  ti>  Is 
effected  would  not  be  so  great ;  but  tbe  priEc- 
pie  which  must  govern,  is  the  same  in  ^ 
cases.  The  amendment  of  tbe  Beoalor  Iha 
Maine,  then,  is  leM  obnoxions  than  the  vtgi» 
bill,  only  because  it  eztende  the  tims  oT  ja^ 
ment  tor  one  month ;  and  this  indolgtfKO  > 
given  in  the  avowed  hope  that  the  potnl  R^ 
t  bill,  which  we  expect  fTMu  the  Hook,™ 
ccmtain  a  clauae  to  repeal  abeolntdy  Um  P^ 
to  the  eiztii  sectiMi  of  the  distribstioo  hj 
This,  then,  is  the  fhvorable  moment  to  dwn 
the  question ;  and  fortunate  it  is  thst  H  iriH 
npon  a  bill  of  oomparativdy  small  impwtsxt 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  waa  all  that  !  had  intssW 
tosay  when  1  rose.  But  I  mastproreedslw' 
further.  The  neoearities  of  the  treamij.  ■ 
well  as  the  great  interests  of  the  tmniij,  ^ 
perioualy  demand  the  passage  of  a  reveoM  "* 
at  the  present  session  of  Oongresa  TbiH  I 
would  strictly  limit  the  amoniit  of  revwwlii 
tbe  necessary  expendHurea  of  tbe  Qotaiiom, 
and  the  gradual  extlngnlshmeat  of  tbe  em** 
public  d^t,  yet  I  would  moke  jost  aad  w«* 
able  dlscriminationa  in  fcvor  of  domo^  ■■"J 
fcctnres.    If  we  shaU  noti^  tT«i  tbsntf 
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ot  diBtribotion,  Biioh  a  revenae  bill  u  oogbt  to 
be  utiifaatarr  to  ill  mtoresU  will  booome  & 
\xw  befon  tlia  close  of  tbe  prewnt  wmon. 
Bat  I  oonfeN  I  fear  the  nault.  I  now  say,  in 
in7  i^Mse,  tbat  all  these  great  tatereeta  an  to 
be  perilled  bj  conneetiu^  theu  witb  tbis  miser- 
able seheme  of  distribntHui. 

What  coBDeetioD  nneoMsrilr  eiiita  between 
tb»  two  rol^ectst  Why  not  separate  themt 
XAt  oa  have  one  reTenne  bill,  and  another  bill 
to  f^wal  the  pronso  ooDtaiued  ia  tbe  6th  sec- 
tion of  tbe  oistribatlon  law.  Then  we  can 
eaob  aet  freelj,  fairif,  and  independentljr. 

The  queetion  being  on  tbe  proportion  of  Ur. 
EriSB  to  strike  ont  the  proviw  m  the  bill,  and 
to  insert  bis  modificaUon  of  it — 

ICr.  Et&nb  demanded  tbe  jeas  and  navs  on 
hie  imtpa^tioD,  which  were  ordered ;  and  the 
question  being  pnt,  it  resnlted  in  the  affirma- 
Uva,  as  follows : 

Tau. — Heon.  Archer,  Bsrrow,  Botes,  BbjhtcI, 
Choate,  Chiton,  Connid,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Evans, 
Gnhun,  Hendenon,  Huntington,  Ker,  Hsn^m, 
Htller,  HontMd,  P<Bter,  Sminoin,  Smith  of  In- 
dian, TaUms^  While,  uid  WoedbiMge— 83. 

Kavo.— JliMK  AUee  BenKin,  Berrien,  Cnthbeit, 
Pnltoa,  KioK,  Linn,  llaBoberts,  Preston,  Riies, 
Smith  af  Coourclicnt,  Stuigeon,  Tappan,  WiUter, 
Wilcoi,  Woodburj,  Wright,  and  Voniig— 18. 

Ur.  Ento  mored  to  strike  out  tbe  whole  pro- 
viso to  the  bill,  as  amended ;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion demanded  the  jeas  and  nays,  wbioh  were 
ordered ;  and,  the  q^nastion  being  put,  it  waa 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Mcsm.  Allen,  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien, 
BticbBoui,  Cuthbeit,  Fulton,  Hendenon,  King,  Linn, 
HcBoberts,  Preston,  Bives,  Smith  of  ConnecUout, 
Rtiugeon,  Tappin,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Woodbury, 
WiMt,  and  Yoong— 21. 

Katb. — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Graham,  Hunt- 
ington, KcT,  Hangnm,  Killer,  Uorehcad,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Bmnraus,  Bmitfa  of  Bidiana,  Tallmadge, 
White,  a&d  Woodbri^;e— 21. 


The  bill* 


d  by  tbe  followiag  vote : 


Tub. — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Cboate,  Clavton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  ETans, 
Gtabsm,  Itenderson,  Hantlngton,  Ker,  Uangum, 
MiUer,  Mordtead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Slnnnons,  Smith 
^   lodkaa,    Tolbnadge,   Wlule,   and  Woodbridge 


Walker,    Wilcox,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young 
—19. 

The  Senate  then  adjonmed. 

BOOaS  or  BKPaESEirTATIVBe. 

8s,Timi>AT,  Jnno  27. 
Tkt  PrmUional  Tariff. 
This  bill  was  taken  up,  and  tbe  Olerk  read 
tbe  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  as  follows : 


Tbe  House  hod  inserted  tbe  following  pro- 


suspend  tbe  distribntion  of  ue  proceeds  of  the  pabUe 
lands,  any  tlung  berwn  eontained,  and  snjthhig  con- 
tained in  the  ^a*lso  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
qiproved  4th  Septonbei,  1841,  entitled  'An  act  to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblia 
lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  ri^ta,'  to  the  contrary, 

The  Senate  bad  stricken  ont  this  proviso,  and 
inserted,  in  Hen  tbereof,  the  following : 

That  the  distriboticm  of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  pob- 
lic  lands,  as  uitboriied  and  directed  by  the  act  of 
Congtesa  of  the  4th  September,  1841,  entitled  'An 
■ct  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands, 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,'  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  gunpended  and  postponed  until  ttie 
1st  day  of  August,  1842;  and  the  said  act  of  tbe  4th 
Beptember,  1841,  shall  be  no  othenrise  affected  or 
modified  than  merely  to  postpone  to  tbe  said  first  of 
August  next  tbe  distzibuQQn  of  sakl  proceeds  directed 
by  that  act  to  be  mode  on  the  IM  July,  1848,  kdj 
thing  in  this  act,  or  tbe  said  act  of  tbe  4th  S^iteat- 
ber,  1841,  to  the  contrary,  notwithstsnding." 

Vr.  TonxB  moved  tbe  previous  question. 

The  question  thenreoarred  on  the  motion  ftw 

IB  previous  qnestion,  which  was  o^ed  to. 

The  next  qnestion  was  the  following:  "ShaJl 

le  main  qnestion  be  now  pnt  t " 

Ur.  TuBNBT  called  for  tbe  jeos  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  House  determined  that  themafn  qnestion 
sbonld  be  now  put— ayes  105,  noes  90. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  con- 
cnrrinc  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Txis. — HesSTB.  Allen,  Landoff  W.  Andrew^  Bhei^ 
locdt  3.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Amold,  Baker,  Baniard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  BUir,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts^ 
Brigga,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  BumeU, 
William  Butler,  William  B.  CampbeD,  Thcnnas  J. 
Campbell,  Carutheis,  Casey,  Cfailds,  Chittenden, 
John  C.  Clirk,  Stoley  N.  Clariie,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Debeny,  John  Ed- 
wards, ETerett,  Fessendcn,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence 
Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Oiddinga,  Otfigin,  I^trick  Q. 
Ooodc,  Graham,  Gruiger,  Oreeu,  HbU,  Halstead, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  K  Ingersoll,  Jamealrrin,  Wil- 
liam W.  Irwin,  James,  John  P.  Eennedy,  I^ne^ 
Lion,  McEeonon,  8am«m  Masoo,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 


Maymid,  Mitebdl,  Moon,  Monte,  Morrow,  Osbmie, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Baoway,  Ben- 
jamin Bandall,  Bandolpb,  Bidnay,  Wm.  Ilnswil, 
James  U.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd,  Smonlon, 
Slade,  Truman  &nith,  Stanly,  Stdidey,  Stratlon,  Alez- 
snder  H.  H.  Stusrt,  John  T.  Btnart,  Talisfems 
lUchard  W.  Thompson,  Tilhnghatt,  Toland,  Tomlin- 
eon,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselser, 
Wallace,  Warren  Washington,  Edward  D.White, 
Christopher  H.  Williama,  Yoike,  Augustoi  Toong, 
and  John  Young — 104. 

Hats. — Hesna.  Adams,  Arrlngton,  Bceaon,  nd* 
Isck,  Black,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Asron  T.  Brown, 
Charisa  Brown,  Barite,  WUliam  O.  Boder,  Patrick 
a  Cbldwell,  John  Cai^ibdl,  Gary,  Chapman,  CUffbrd, 
Oiaton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cravens,  Ciesi^ 
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dulling,  Dinie],  Bidiard  D.  Divii,  Dean,  Doig,  Eut- 
Duu,  John  C.  Edwuda,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  O.  Flojd, 
Ch&rlea  A.  FIoj^l,  Fonunce,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  W. 
0.  Qoocle,  Owin,  Htbenhnm,  Harria,  Jobn  Haatingg, 
Htji,  Hoi^ioB,  Houck,  Hoiuttoo,  Howard,  Hubara, 
Hunter,  Cbulea  S.  IngetsoU,  Jack,  WiUiam  Co«t 
Johnwni,  Care  Johnaon,  John  W.  Jodm,  Eelm, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  LitUefleld,  Abraham  Hc- 
Clelltn,  Robert  HeClelliD,  HcKay,  HcKeon,  UalloiT, 
Hcidialid,  jUft«d  Harshall,  John  Thomson  Uason, 
Hathewa,  HediU,  Merlwelber,  kOller,  Neirhtird.  Oliver, 
Fatridge,  Payne,  Pkkena,  Plomer,  ProfBt,  Redbig, 
Rencher,  Rajnolds,  Bhett,  Vigo,  Rogci«,  Booterdt, 
Suford,  Saundeia,  Shaw,  WUliun  Snutb,  Bnfder, 
SMenrod,  Swenej,  Tnmej,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wel- 
ler,  Jmeph  L.  White,  Jantei  W.  WiUiama,  Wise,  and 
Wood— 80. 


Tke  Apportwranettt  BiM, 
John  Tyler,  Jr.,  the  Preaident's  iirivBte  Beorfr- 
iaxj,  delivered  to  the  Hoose  a  H«»age  from 
the  President. 

The  Clerk  road  thia  oomronnioation;  and  tt 
■ppeu^  to  he  one  infonning  the  Honae  that 
he  had  rigned  the  apportionment  bill,  and  that 
he  had  fled  hia  reaBona  for  doing  eo  in  the 
Stale  Department. 

Ur.  Adxua  said  this  Ueasago  was  a  novelty 
in  the  history  of  this  conDtry.  The  constitution 
required  the  Preeidcnt,  if  he  approved  a  bill,  to 
sign  it,  and  not  to  accompany  it  with  reasons. 
He  spoke  at  great  length  on  the  dangerous  pre- 
cedent that  might  be  thna  set,  end  condodea  by 
moving  that  the  Ueasage  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  power  to  send  for  peraona  and 
p^pera. 


IN  BEITATB. 

KoNDAT,  Jnne  27. 
Deatk  qf  tie  Bon.  Mr.  Sattmff*. 

On  motion  oif  !£r.  Evaks,  the  reading  of  the 
Jonrnal  of  Batnrday  waa  dlapeneed  with. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
RepreseutAtivea,  by  ita  Clerk,  annoonciiig  to 
the  Senate  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Wiluam  S. 
EABTiNoe,  late  a  Bepresentative  from  the  State 
of  Maasadiiuetts ;  which,  being  read-- 

ICr.  Batxs  addressed  the  Senate  aa  follows : 

Kr,  President :  Aa  we  advance  in  age,  the 
notioes  of  the  death  of  thoee  who  have  been  of 
our  ftcqnaintanoe  become  more  and  moi'e  fre- 
qnNit;  and,  give  ma  leave  to  add,  more  and 
more  admonitory.  During  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  has 
annonnced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  no  less 
than  four  of  ita  members;  and  the  Benate  has 
been  pained  by  the  lo.ia  of  one  of  the  most 
worthy,  most  respected,  and  most  cheriahed  of 
its  own ;  and — it  fjrieves  me  to  think  it — again 
of  another.  Mr.  PreudenL  these  events,  al- 
thongh  they  cannot  stop  tne  progress  of  the 
Jumra  npon  the  dial-plate,  demand  of  na  at  least 
ft  poase— a  pause  for  oni  own  aake ;  and  not 


onr  own  aake  merely — a  panee  that  wt  nu; 
do  what  we  can  in  onr  tfSicUon,  by  nspedfsl 
tokens  of  sympathy  and  r^ard,  to  miti|it<  ibc 
afBiotJun  of  othera,  the  relf^onj  and  (nadi  d 
the  deceased. 

Hx.  Eastisob,  the  sal(ject  of  tlw  nongt 
from  the  House,  had  been,  from  time  to  dn^ 
in  ill  heath.  A  few  weeks  ainoe,  by  tbe  tdiia 
of  his  physioiau,  he  went  to  thelfriIlCliIlTl^ 
g^ia,  m  the  hope  that  the  nee  ot  the  viUr 

snld  afford  him  reliet    Hie  hope  wti  diai- 

ijinted — as,  sir,  hnman  hopes  tnten  an.  Ii 
led  on  Friday,  the  ITth.  The  nam  dia 
death  was  received  lest  Saturday. 

Ur.  HASTiNas  was  nnobtrnsive,  nnpRtoJ' 
ing,  nnoBtentatioos,  bat  of  a  very  aouw  mind, 
and  of  great  int^rity  and  worth ;  mi»t  n- 
gpeoted  and  most  esteemed  by  those  wbu  bt> 
him  best.  He  was  a  natiTe  of  the  emij  of 
Worcester.  For  seversl  years  he  vu  in  itt 
Senate  of  Uassacbiuetta.  As  a  monba  d 
Congreaa,  he  had  the  conGdcnoe  of  a  miKl  it 
spectable  constitaenoy  in  the  heart  of  tbe  Suti; 
and  well  be  deserved  it.  But,  air,  all  that  ti 
have  now  left  ns  is  to  lament  the  hna  of  Ik 
and  do  the  customary  honors  to  his  memotT. 

Kr.  B.  oonclnded  by  offering  the  fidkwh 
resolutions  which,  having    been  read,  vm 

lauimoualy  adopted,  viz : 

Aa»JnK£,  That  the  S«mI*  has  recetved  >itL  <n 
tensibllity  the  commanication  from  tlw  Boa  i 
Repreaenlativea,  anoonncing  the  death  tftl*  3k 
WiLLUM  S.  RiBTmCB,  a  rcpreetnUtiTa  limit 
State  of  Haiaachasetta. 

Sfolttd,  That,  ht  token  of  ^eerc  uilif'- 
reapoct  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  (lie  &»■ 
and  Its  officers  will  wear  ct^ki  apon  the  M  U 
as  mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

Jkath  of  the  Bon.  Samua  L.  Swttari 
Ur.  WriTgn  rose,  and  addressed  the  Sentt 
as  follows : 

Mr,  President :  I  rise  to  add  another  i^ 
of  gloom  to  that  which  already  oerrato  Itt 
bo^ — to  announce  to  yon  the  aad  iutelligEX' 
of  the  death  of  my  colleague,  the  Eon.  Suk 
L.  SoCTHAsn.  Eo  died  yesterday,  at  20  iw 
ntes  before  ten  o'clock,  at  FredericksbarE,Tir 
ginia.    It  ia  hot  one  short  mouth  »uko1i*«- 

with  him  onr  sincere  hopes  and  ferraDt  pn;^ 
that,  after  a  short  relaxation  from  hii  t&oi- 
duties,  he  woiild  be  restored  to  us  wilh  w"' 
ed  health.  Hut  it  has  pleased  a  mntei^'*'^ 
Providence  to  order  otherwise.  Our  !i(f«s 
have  been  dis^pointed  by  tlia  deiaee  rfBia'* 
Death  baa  sepoMted  him  from  ns  forever-m* 
the  scene  of  his  usefiilnesa,  leaving  na  DOim 
bnttomoom  over  him  dead,  whom  it  has  »* 
our  delight  to  honor  while  living. 

After  announcing  this  sad  inlaHigw*.  "^ 
feelings  of  my  heart  would  prompt  ma  M  " 
down  in  ailence,  leaving  the  life  and  tfc*  ritoa 
of  m;  deceased  Mend  to  he  V<Aea  of  br"^ 
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iniil  a  more  fitting  occasion ;  fiir  to  apeak  now 
if  the  manj  hoaora  which  he  deservedlf  ao- 
latred,  the  virtnes  he  cultivated,  aad  the  tal- 
nU  M  devoted  fbr  so  nianT'  jean  to  the  ser- 
TM  of  his  emaUj,  would  only  iharpen  onr 
TieC  and  deepen  our  sense  of  the  calamity 
rhioh  Iiaa  fallen  npon  ns. 

The  Hon.  Sahttkl  L.  Sodtiusd  was  bom  in 
IBT,  in  the  county  of  Soniewet^  New  Jertey. 
lorn  and  reared  nnder  her  tree  inatitntione — 
ilneated  in  her  schools — a  gradnate  of  hor  cot- 
iges— he  was,  in  principle  aad  feeling,  empbat- 
m\j  a  JerseymaD.  Deeply  appreciating  his 
lortb,  bis  native  State,  at  an  early  period,  ^ed 
im  into  her  pnblicserrioe,  Hewaamadejndm 
rtbe  Sapreme  Ooort  at  aa  eariy  ue;  km, 
fter  serving  six  years,  with  distingniued  abil- 
7,  he  was,  in  1881,  elected  as  a  Senator  in 
lon^ress,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until 
"readent  Ifonroe  honored  him  hy  placing  him 
]  charge  of  thd  NaTT  Department  where  hU 
trnixa  were  so  highly  appredated  that  be 
ontinaed  to  hold  that  office  dnring  Mr.  Adema'a 
dminislration.  His  conduct  in  that  depart- 
nmt  is  fhlly  known  tb  the  conntry,  and  dniy 
ppreciated  by  the  navy,  the  interests  of  which 
t  wu  his  honor  and  delight  to  foster  and  pro- 
note.  On  the  retirement  of  Ur.  Adama's  cab- 
net,  Ur.  SoDTBABo  retamed  to  hia  native 
lute,  and  abe  rooeired  him  with  aD  the  affeo- 
WD  line  to  &  lUUiftd  and  devoted  son.  After 
noeemvely  flUiog  the  offieea  of  Attorney-Gen- 
ral  and  Oovemor  of  that  State,  he  was  agabi 
iMttd  a  member  of  this  body ;  and,  after  a 
Ktblio  career  of  nsefhlness  tar  twenty  years,  in 
be  rigor  of  his  mind,  with  ripened  intellect, 
nd  tn  the  erjoyment  of  the  entire  confidence 
i  lis  fetlow-Senators,  it  has  pleased  God  to 
iDt  an  end  to  his  mortal  career.  Another  blow 
lU  be«Q  strock :  another  seat  b  vacant :  an- 
ther voice  Is  silent !  Afflictive  as  this  blow 
I  to  ns,  it  baa  fallen  with  tenfold  severity  npon 
bst  little  and  aoxlona  drcle  which  stood  aronnd 
'» ijing  bed,  and  soothed — as  far  as  homan 
9«ct!an  can  soothe—bla  last  moments.  I  do 
Dt  intrude  within  the  family  circle  to  sympa- 
^liie,  but  merely  to  spMk  of  the  private  virtues 
'hich  endeared  him  to  his  family  and  friends 
-of  that  intellect  of  high  order,  talents  which 
<xi1d  ^rasp  the  destinies  of  a  nation — of  those 
ndeanng  virtues  which  drew  aronnd  him  rin- 
sfe  friends,  and  converted  even  enemies  into 
ieodg. 

Eariy  impressed  with  the  precepts  of  pious 
ai^tj,  their  inflnence  was  never  lost  npon  him 
irongh  the  course  of  hiB  long  and  honored  ei- 
lenca.    Deeply  impressed  vnth  the  truths  of 

lirisUanity,  be  was  on  all  occasions  its  de- 
coder ;  and,  we  have  reason  to  hope,  he  em- 
TBccd  the  truths  of  our  holy  roU(^on,  to  the 
iving  of  his  immortal  soul. 

Jjr.  M.  hftring  concluded — 

Ur.  EiNo  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
Jliows: 

Ur.  Preddent:  Tbe  eloonent  and  feeling 
unner  in  wUoh  the  meloiioholj  event  has  juat 
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been  annonnced  to  the  Senate  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  of  the  death  of  the  distin- 
gnisbed  individual — his  friend  and  colleague, 
who  is  now  no  more — leaves  me  nothing  to  say. 
I  will  not,  therefore,  attempt,  by  any  remarks  of 
my  own,  to  impwr  the  force  of  that  eloquence. 
It  has  been  my  fortune,  for  very  many  Tears, 
to  be  intimately  aoqnainted  irith  the  distin- 
gnisbed  man  wboae  death  has  been  Jost  an- 
nonnced. I  have  known  him  In  private  Ufo, 
and  can  bear  testtmooy  to  bis  kindness  of  heart, 
amiableoesa  of  dii^iorition,  and  nsiform  conr- 
teay.  I  have  known  him  in  pnblie  statirau, 
and  can,  with  the  some  tnithfulness,  testify  to 
Us  courtesy,  and  to  the  ability  with  whleh  be 
disobaimd  tbe  varioos  trusts  confided  to  his 
care.  Bnt  he  is  gone ;  and  it  liecomes  onr  du- 
ty— though  it  is  a  melancholy  one — to  pay  to 
his  memory  that  tribute  of  respect  so  deserved- 
ly dne.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  fnrther, 
bat  move  the  following  reeolntions : 

Reioirti,  immtnoutly.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pdoted  to  take  order  Air  saperinten^g  the  fonenl 
of  the  bononJ>le  SurocL  L.  8odtha>d,  which  will 
take  place  t»-moTTow  at  18  o'clock ;  that  the  Senate 
wiU  attend  the  same,  end  that  notice  thereof  be 
given  to  tbe  House  of  Bepresentathea. 

Sftlmd,  wnaMMMMsfy,  IbH  tbe  mamben  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desira  of  diowing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  -to  the  memory  of  the  bononble 
Baucu.  L.  SoirtnABD,  deceased,  Ut«  Prerident  pn> 
lempon  thereof,  will  go  Into  mourning  for  him  one 
mouth,  by  tbe  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm. 

Rnclved,  vnammauily,  That,  aa  an  adffiticDB] 
mark  of  respect  for  the  houorable  Baxcil  Ii. 
SoDTBAKD,  the  Senate  do  now  ai^cnm. 

Tbe  question  was  put,  and  the  i 
were  Bgreed  to ;  and 

The  Senate  then  amounted. 


HOUBS  OF  BKFBXSEirrATTVSa 

MointAT,  June  27. 
Ltath  of  tAs  Bon.  Wm,  8.  Siutingt,  of  Mam. 

The  Ohapl^n  to  the  Senate  (tbe  Kev.  Septi- 
mus TOBton)  commenced  the  day's  proceeding 
with  an  affecting  and  impressive  prayer,  m 
which  he  delicately  alluded  to  the  melancholy 
events  which  had  so  recently  taken  placcj  in 
the  death  of  n  member  of  each  bran^  of  the 
National  Le^lotnre. 

Tbejoornalof  Saturday  was  then  read:  after 

Ur.  Adams  rose,  and  spoke  aa  follows : 
Hr.  Speaker:  In  the  course  of  twelve  yean 
of  public  service  in  Ibis  hall,  it  has  been  my 
fortune  too  onen  to  witness,  with  sympathizing 
sorrow,  some  member  from  one  or  other  of  tbe 
States  of  this  UnioD  other  than  that  of  my  own 
nativi^,  rise  from  his  seat,  and,  with  o^tated 
fbeUngs,  and  in  the  accents  of  a  trembling  heart, 
announce  to  this  assembly  the  departnre,  fbr 
a  worid  of  harmony  and  peace,  of  a  respected 
and  beloved  colleague.  It  is  always  an  im- 
preulre,  a  sirfetim,  and  an  afiteting  aoene ;  and 
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I  have  never  beheld  it  but  witb  an  ^acnlalion 
of  prsyer  to  the  Father  of  Spirits,  that  at  least 
tkifl  cup  might  pan  avaj  from  tne ;  and  that  I 
might  never  be  called,  in  tbe  discharge  of  mj 
dn^,  to  perform  so  pdnfol,  so  severe,  a  task.  It 
has  not  BO  pleased  uie  great  Disposer  of  events. 
At  the  reqaett  of  mf  ooUeagnee  on  this  floor,  I 
am  now  required  to  annonnoe  to  this  Hoose 
the  death  of  Willuu  Sodkn  Hastihob,  late  a 
member  of  this  bod  j  for  the  ninth  ooiigreSBi<»i- 
al  disMot  of  IfassoebDsetts,  and  to  move  tbe 
ratdatians  of  respeot  fi>r  his  memory,  on  tbe 
part  of  this  House,  oanal  on  similar  occsaons. 

In  the  m<»itb  of  September,  1887,  at  the  first 
and  speoial  aesrion  ta  the  2Sth  Congress,  Ur. 
Habiihos  first  entered  this  hall  as  the  Repre- 
Motative  ot  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Uasaa- 
dinsetts.  That  he  oontinned  to  enjoy  (he  con- 
fidenoe  of  his  oonstitcMnta,  has  been  manifested 
bj  two  saoceeNve  elections  to  the 


The  same  favor  had  been  preceded  by  reiterat- 

uiohes  of  the  Legidatnre 

of  the  ConmioQwealtb.    It  was  a  ooofidenoe  in 


ed  elections  to  both  branoh 


bis  talents  and  integritf ,  spreading  and  expand- 
ing in  proportion  to  the  e^>erience  of  bis  wor> 
thineH  of  the  tmst.  He  came  here  in  the  prime 
and  vigor  of  lifo,  to  all  eitem^appearance  des- 
tined to  a  long  and  nseftal  career  of  pnblio  service ; 
taUng  an  active  and  effident,  thongh  not  obtrn- 
dve,  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body ; 
and,  amid  all  the  conflicts,  personal  and  politi- 
cal—which we  all  BO  deeply  lament — making 
friends  of  all  parties,  in  proportion  as  he  be- 
came known  to  bis  assodates  in  this  hall;  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  known  or  heard,  not  one  per- 
sonal enemy  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  the  descending  line  of  the  generations  of 
men,  Ur.  HteTixas  wss  one  step  downwards 
from  my  own.  More  than  thirty  yeors  ago,  his 
father,  then  my  persons!  and  political  niend, 
was  a  mem1>er  of  this  body,  while  I'was  repre- 
senting the  Legislature  of  onr  natire  Common- 
wealth in  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.  In  the  ordinary  conrse  of  human 
affairs,  it  would  have  been  more  to  be  expected 
that  he  should  have  been  called  to  perform  for 
me  the  melancboly  office  of  afflicted  friendship 
and  respect  which  I  am  now  performing  for 
him.  He  first  came  here  with  a  bodily  frame 
robost  and  athleUo ;  bnt,  for  th»^last  two  years, 
his  health  has  been  gradually  declining.  Dur- 
ing a  large  portion  of  the  present  session  of 
Ooogress,  thongh  Uthfblly  here  at  his  nost,  he 
has  been  disabled  from  giving  his  attenoance  at 
the  daily  meetings  of  tn!s  House ;  and,  about 
one  month  since,  as  the  ravages  of  the  destroy- 
er were  encroaching  opon  tbe  sources  of  life 
within  him,  he  repaired  to  the  Sulphur  Springs 
in  Virginia,  in  the  fwnt  hope  of  recovenng  by 
the  effect  of  those  salubrious  waters;  but, 
under  tlie  operation  of  irremediable  disease, 
on  tbe  I7th  of  this  month,  he  sank  without  a 
struggle  into  the  repose  of  the  grave,  "by 
strangera  honored  and  by  strangers  mourned." 

Ur,  HAanHQS  was  never  married ;  bis  parents 
have  long  ainoe  paid  the  debt  of  nature.    The 


nearest  and  tenderest  ties  of  hnman  enilenM 
were  not  lacerated  by  his  death ;  hot  he  IcA  a 
surviving  brother — himself  a  man  ot  thebi^ 
est  respectability,  now,  or  recently,  a  mcmW 
of  the  Senate  of  the  OmnmoDwealth  ot  Hsmb- 
chusetta — and  he  left  multitndeB  of  friends,  is 
whose  memory  he  will  live  as  long  as  fife  re- 
mains with  them,  as,  I  hnml^  hope  and  tna. 
he  will  live  forever  in  the  UesMdoeas  oS  t 
better  world, 

Ur.  A.  then  rabmitted  tbe  following  reac^ 
tions,  wbiuh  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Retalttd,  That  this  EoDie  has  heard  with  dnp 
seneibUlty  tbe  death  of  the  Bon.  Willuk  S»ns 
HiSTiKOS — a  menber  of  this  House  from  ite  8iMt 


17th 

BMnlid,  That  the  Bembera  of  this  Hoom  nl 
testify  their  respect  fbt  the  nemory  of  tbedst—i^ 
by  wMriuK  crape  on  the  left  aim  fw  (Uity  daja. 

lUtdvtd,  That  the  ^leaker  of  Ibis  Hoose  co» 
mnnjaste  to  the  Executive  of  the  SWe  of  Hib^ 
chiuetts  that  a  vacancr  ha*  occoired  in  tbe  n^ 
resentatiop  of  tlia  ninth  ooogrenMiil  diOntt  of 
that  State. 


TnuDAT,  June  S8. 
Death  Iff  the  Eon.  Samuel  L.  SovOutri. 

A  message  was  reodved  frmn  the  SeaiK 
announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Bakdh.  L 
SouTBABD,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  StsUs 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  ecKnuui)- 
eating  the  resolutions  and  arrangements  for  tk 
funeral  of  the  deceased  adopted  ny  that  bvdj. 

Impresave  addresses,  suitable  to  the  toloii- 
nity  of  tbe  ocoasion,  were  delivered  by  Mmbi. 
UjlIwell,  of  New  Jersey,  snd  *"**«■  ABir 
the  adoptjon  of  the  osaal  reeoltiticBs,  (of  whicb. 
as  well  as  of  the  addresses,  a  oopy  oinild  not  U 
obtained,)  the  Honse  a^jonmed,  and  proceeded 
in  a  body  to  tbe  Senate  chamber,  to  attsnd  Ui» 
funeral  aervices  there  performed. 

Wkdhbsdat,  June  S9. 

Veto  Mettage  qfthe  JVMtisnt 

Ur,  CmHnro  suggested  that  the  House  pto- 

oeed  to  consider  tiie  Message  of  the  Ftetsdect ; 

and,  no  objection  having  been  made,  tLe  Oak 

read  the  Message,  as  follows : 

To  the  SouM  of  Rrpmtntaliva : 

I  return  the  blU  which  origin.tod  hi  tbt  Hew 
of  Represetilativei,  eoUtled  "  Ad  Kt  to  (tttod.  wj 
a  Ihnlted  period,  the  present  laws  flJrl»I^  V* 
coUec«ng  duties  on  Imports,"  with  tbe  fcOonnf 
objections :  ,     .i^ 

It  su*p«ads-^n  other  words,  shn^atM  6r»» 
time— tbe  provlrion  of  the  act  of  'MJ.  «"*2, 
\j  eilled  tbs  "  compromise  act*  "*  .^ 
groQud  on  which  this  depertire  &«  ™  """^ 
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jyoiUaeat  of  a  gieat  and  tgluttog  question  Menu 
0  tmn  btes  renrded  u  expedient,  \»  the  alleged 
lecusilf  ot  tttSotHAiDg,  bj  IcgislatiTo  eiuclmeiita, 
via  uid  T«guUUonB  tor  uaenting  the  duties  to 
«  kntd  on  imports,  after  the  80th  June,  accord- 
Dg  to  the  htone  Talution ;  and  yet  the  bill  ez- 
1KB1I7  proTide*  that "  il^  before  the  lit  of  August, 
D  further  lesislatioa  upon  the  tut^ect, 


a  other  words,  that  the  act  of  I83S,  imperfect  ai 
:  U  conudered,  shall  In  that  case  conliDue  to  be, 
nd  to  be  executed,  under  «uch  rules  and  regolo- 
ioDi  ss  preTioua  statutes  bad  prescribed,  or  had 
isbled  the  Eiecutire  Department  to  prescribe  for 
bai  pHTpoce,  learing  the  snpposed  cnaam  in  (he 
nenue  laira  toch  aa  It  «u  before. 

1  am  certainly  br  f^om  beini  diapoaed  to  denj 
iti  additlooal  leglibttea  npoD  Uie  snbjeot  U  rerj 
ennble;  On  tb«  coutrar;,  the  necesoit;  as  well  as 
iffictdtiea,  of  eatabliibing  nniformitj  in'  the  ap- 
ruMmeuta  to  be  made  in  confbrmit;^  *lt1i  the  true 
itentioi]  of  diat  act,  vaa  brought  to  the  notice  of 
tegiHs  in  mj  meange  to  Congress  at  the  open- 
ig  of  Hs  preeent  •esdon.  But  noworer  aenrible  I 
iij  bg  of  the  embanaatmeDts  to  vUch  the  Eiecu- 
Ire,  in  the  abseDce  of  all  aid  from  the. superior 
'iidon  of  the  Legitlatnre,  viU  1m  ISable,  In  the 
DfoKttnent  of  the  existing  lava,  I  have  not,  with 
he  nncercst  wish  to  acquiesce  in  its  eipresaed  will, 
■MO  able  to  pcTtuade  mjaelf  thai  the  exigency  of 
be  Dccsdon  is  so  great  as  to  justify  ms  in  signing 
be  trill  in  question,  with  m;  present  views  of  its 
bineter  and  eSiMts.  The  eiiatlng  laws,  as  I  am 
dtiaed,  trs  sufficient  to  authorise  and  enable  the 
i^Mtiag  officen,  under  the  directions  of  the  Becr«- 
117  of  the  Ti«utU7,  tolerr  the  dntie*  Impoeed  by 
itutoflSIS. 

Ihtt  act  was  pasted  nnder  peonliar  cirenm- 
lawee,  U  widoh  It  k  not  neccasar;  tbat  I  sbotdd 
0  more  than  bare!;  allude.       What  ma;  be,  in 


existed  for  nine  jears,  unchanged 
Bnlial  particular,  with  as  general  acquiescence,  it 
I  believeij,  of  th«  whole  country,  u  that  countrj 
M  CTer  manifested  fijr  anj  of  her  wisely  estab- 
ibed  Institutions.  It  has  Insured  to  it  the  repose 
'hieh  ilwajB  flows  fW>m  timelj,  wise,  and  mod- 
rile  connsols — a  repoaethe  more  striking,  became 
f  Ibe  long  and  angry  agitations  which  preceded  ll. 
'bis  ululiry  law  proclaims,  In  express  terms,  the 
fuwipla  wMcli,  wblte  it  led  to  the  abandtmmeat  of 
Kberue  of  indirect  taxation  founded  on  a  false  ba- 
it, led  pushed  to  dangerous  excess,  justifies  any 
slargemeDl  of  duties  tliat  may  be  called  for  by 
be  real  exigencies  of  the  pubUc  serrice.  It  pro- 
ides  "  that  duties  shall  be  Uid  for  the  purpose  of 
U3mg  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an 
eanomical  adminletratloli  of  the  Government." 
t  ii  therefore  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  du- 
ies  u  high  as  its  discretion  may  dictate,  for  the  ne- 
<s<ary  use*  of  the  Government,  without  infring- 
^g  upon  the  objects  of  the  act  of  IBSB.  I  do  not 
»pbt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  GovemmeDt  do  re- 
uue  an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  dutiea  lUrave  SO 
er  cent. ;  and  I  ea  little  doubt  that  Congress  may, 
^ve  as  well  at  below  that  rate,  ao  discriminate 
-s  ta  give  iocldantal  protection  to  maoubcturiog 
iduatrr— thus  to  malce  the  burdens  which  it  is 
ompclled  to  impose  upon  (he  people,  for  the  pur- 


protective  duties  seem  willing  to  concede ;  and.  If 
we  may  Judge  fiom  the  ma^cstationa  of  pnbllo 
opioion  in  m  quarters,  this  is  all  that  the  mana- 
facturing  interests  really  require.  I  am  happy  in 
the  persoaaon  that  this  double  object  can  be  most 
easily  and  efibctuatly  accomplished,  at  the  present 
juncture,  without  any  departure  from  the  spirit  and 
prindple  of  the  statute  in  question.  The  mana- 
faoturing  cissses  have  now  an  opportunity,  wbicb 


1,  of  permauentiy  JdenUfying 
Me  of  the  whole  country,  aM 


their  iotereste  with  those  of  the  whole  country,  a 
making  them,  la  tbe  highest  sense  of  the  term,  ft 
national  concern.  The  moment  is  propitious  to 
the  iDtei«sts  of  the  whole  country,  in  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  harmony  among  all  its  puts  and  all  its  SST- 
eral  interests.  The  same  rate  of  imposts,  and  no 
more,  as  vill  most  surely  re-establish  the  publia 
credit,  will  secure  to  tbe  manuiacturer  all  the  pro- 
tection he  ought  to  desire,  with  every  prospect  of 
penoanence  and  stability  which  tbe  hearty  acqui- 
escence of  tbe  whole  country,  on  a  reison^le  sys- 
tem, can  hold  oat  to  him. 

But  of  this  universal  acqtdeeeenec,  and  the  har- 
mony and  ctrnfidance,  and  the  many  other  beueBts 
(hat  will  certainly  remit  from  It,  I  regard  the  sus- 
pension of  the  law  for  distribBting  Uie  prooeeda 
of  the  salea  of  the  pablic  landa  as  an  indispensa- 
ble condition.  This  meaaur;  is,  In  my  Jud^ent, 
called  for  by  a  Urge  number,  if  not  a  great  mqiH- 
ity,  of  tbe  people  oftheUnitedStatea;  by  tbe  state 
of  tbe  public  credit  and  finances  1  by  the  critical 
posture  of  our  various  foreign  retationsj  and, 
above  all,  by  that  most  Mcred  of  all  duties — pub- 
lie  faith.  The  act  of  September  last,  which  pro- 
vides for  tbe  distribntion,  couples  it  inseparably 
with  the  condition,  that  it  shall  cease->-&rst,  in  oaso 
of  war;  second,  as  soon  and  so  long  aa  tiie  rate 
of  duties  sbaU,  for  any  reason  whatever,  be  raised 
above  SO  per  cent.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear, 
express,  or  imperative,  than  thU  language.  It 
U  in  Tain  to  allege  that  a  deficit  in  the  Ireamry 
was  known  to  exist,  and  that  means  were  taken  to 
supply  thia  deficit  by  loan  when  the  act  was 
passed.  It  is  true  that  a  loan  was  authorized  at 
tbe  same  sesdon  duriog  which  tbe  distribution  Uw 
was  passed ;  but  the  most  sanguine  of  the  friends 
of  the  two  measures  eotertaincd  no  doubt  but  that 
the  loan  would  be  eagerly  sought  after  and  takeiL 
up  by  capitaliEts,  and  spEAdily  rdmbuned  by  a 
country  destined,  m  they  hoped,  soon  to  etfjin  an 
overflowing  prosperity.  The  very  (erms  of  the 
loan,  making  it  redeemable  in  Ikret  gtart,  demon- 
strate this  beyond  all  cariL  Who,  at  the  time, 
foresaw  or  imagined  tbe  possibility  of  tbe  present 
real  state  of  things,  when  a  nation  that  has  paid  off 
her  whole  debt  since  the  last  peace,  while  all  the 
other  great  powers  have  been  IncreosiDg  theirs, 
and  whose  resources,  already  so  great,  are  yet  but 
in  the  infancy  of  their  development,  should  be 
compelled  to  boggle  iu  the  money-market  for  a  pal- 
try sum  not  equal  to  one  year's  revenue  upon  ber 
economical  system  T  If  the  distribution  law  is  to 
be  indefinitely  suspended,  occordiag  not  only  to 
its  own  terms,  but  by  universal  consent,  in  the  esse 
of  war,  wherein  are  the  actual  exigencies  of  the 
conntnr,  or  the  moral  obligation  to  provido  for 
,  leM  under  present  circumstances,  than  they 
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coDMrned  In  th«  ■dmlnistratioD  of  poblio  kfTiire,  to 
«ee  that  »  ttMe  of  thing!  so  hnniUiAtiiig  md  ao 

PrDoiu  should  not  lut  a  moment  longer  thiD 
■bfolutelj  unavoidable.  Much  less  excusable 
sbonld  «e  be  in  parting  with  an;  portion  of  our 
available  means,  at  least  until  the  demanda  of  the 
treiBurj  are  futtj  supplied.  But,  besides  the  m^ 
eencv  of  such  condderatlons,  the  fact  is  tutdenla- 
ble,  thit  the  distribution  act  could  not  bave  become 
a  law  without  the  guarantee  In  the  proTiso  of  the 
kot  Itself: 

This  connection,  thus  meant  to  be  inseparable,  Is 
Mvercd  b;  the  bill  presented  to  me.  The  biU  vio- 
blea  the  principles  «f  the  acta  of  1888,  and  Sep-' 
tember,  1841,  bj  Hipending  the  first,  and  render- 
ing, for  a  tlnw,  the  last  InaperAtiTO.  Duties  above 
SO  per  cBDt.  are  proposed  to  be  levied,  and  jet  the 
pronto  in  the  distribution  act  is  disregarded.  The 
proceeds  of  the  salee  are  to  be  distnbuted  on  tha 
1st  of  August ;  so  that,  while  the  duties  proposed  to 
be  enacted  eiceed  20  per  cent.,  no  soBpensioti  of 
the  distribution  to  the  States  in  permitted  to  take 
place.  To  absodon  the  principle  for  a  month,  is 
to  open  the  waj  for  its  total  abandonment.  If 
■noh  is  not  meant,  wby  poetpone  at  alir  Wbj  not 
let  the  distribution  take  place  on  the  lit  of  Jdj,  If 
the  law  so  direeCaf  (which,  however,  is  renrded  as 
qoaatioiiable.)  Bat  whjr  not  have  limited  the  pro- 
Ti^OD  to  that  sflhct  F  b  It  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  treasury  T  I  eee  no  resson  to  believe  that 
tha  treaaoTT  will  be  in  better  condition  to  meet  the 

Jtjment  on  the  Ist  of  Auguil  than  on  the  1st  of 
uly. 

The  bill  assumes  that  a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  landa  is,  bj  existing  laws,  to  be 
made  on  the  1st  da;  of  July,  1842,  notwith- 
standing there  has  been  an  impodtion  of  duties  on 
Imports  exceeding  SO  per  cent,  up  to  that  da]', 
and  Erects  it  to  be  made  on  tbe  Ist  of  August 
next.  It  seems  to  ne  very  clear  that  this  conclu- 
sion is  eqnall;  erroneous  and  dangeroos;  as  it 
would  divert  from  tbe  treasni?  a  fUnd  sacredly 
pledged  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, h)  (he  event  of  a  rate  of  duty  above  30  per 
cant  being  found  necessary  for  an  ecooomical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Qovemmeot. 

The  bin  under  consideration  is  desigaed  only  as 
a  temporary  measurE ;  and  thus  a  temporary  meas- 
nre,  passed  nterely  fbr  the  convenience  of  Con- 
gress, Is  made  to  ^ect  the  vital  principle  of  an  im- 
portant act.  If  the  proviso  of  tbe  act  of  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  can  be  suspended  fbr  tbe  whole  period 
of  a  temporary  law,  why' not  for  the  whole  period 
of  a  permanent  lawT  In  fact,  a  doubt  may  be 
well  entertained,  according  to  strict  legal  niles, 
iriiether  the  condition,  having  been  thug  eipresdy 
sospended  bv  this  bill,  and  rendered  inappUnble 
to  a  cue  where  it  would  otherwise  have  eleariy 
applied,  will  not  be  eonudered  as  ever  alter  Mtis- 
fled  and  gmie.  Without  eipresdnE  any  decided 
opinion  on  this  point,  I  we  enougb  in  It  to  justii^ 
DM  in  adhering  to  the  law  as  it  stands,  In  preference 
to  Bul^ecting  a  condition  so  vitally  affecting  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  so  solemol;  enacted  at  a 
momentous  crisis,  and  so  steadfastly  adhered  to 
ever  since,  and  so  replete,  If  adhered  to,  with  good 
to  every  interest  of  the  country,  to  doubtful  or  cap- 
tions interpretation. 

Id  discharging  the  high  dnlies  thus  Imposed  on 
me  by  the  eoniUtution,  I  repeat  to  tbe  House 
tnj  entire  willingness  to  ci>«pen>te  in  all  P'^ini'lul 
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measares,  constitutional  and  psoper,  vUd  is  'u 
wisdom  it  may  Judge  necessatr  and  prepR  to  n- 
establish  the  credit  of  the  GovemmeDL  I  btlitft 
that  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pddic  Wifc 
being  restored  to  the  trcasnr} — or,  more  pnpstj 
spewing,  the  proviso  of  tbe  actof  Septembn,  till. 
being  peniutted  to  remain  In  foil  force,  a  luif  of 
duties  may  easily  be  adjusl«d,  wbich,  wluk  it  all 
yield  a  revenue  suffidect  to  maintain  the  fitrtn- 
meat  in  vigor,  by  rMtoring  it*  credit,  vill  ifad 
ample  protection,  and  infiiae  a  new  bopi  ioud 
our  manufkcturing  establisbmentB.  Tha  conlitia 
of  the  ooontry  caSs  for  such  legialali<»,  aod  it  it 
aSbrd  me  the  moat  siDCere  pleasnre  to  ciMfeiM 
in  it. 

JOHNTTLEB. 
W*sHi)raioa,  June  SB,  IB43. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  l[esira.T.C(R 
Johubon,  Granokb,  Saltokbtul,  Fnumi, 
aadOcBHiNa,  took  part;  and  ttieMeassgen 
ordered  to  b«  printed. 


TouBsni-T,  Jane  SO. 
7^  Fronti«nal  Tariff. 
The  Kessage  sf  the  President  of  tbe  ZH^ 
States  received  yesterday  retanung  tits  pnn- 
sional  tariff  bill,  with  his  o^yectioni,  n    ' '" 
Dp ;  tbe  (]aeali(Ni  being  tlut  pi       '*  ~ 
coiiBtitntion,  on  ordering  tiie  11 

bill. 


Dp;  tbe  (]Deali(Ni  being  tlut  praaciibedt^U' 
coiiBtitntion,  on  ordering  ^MossMtoW» 
■erted  in  the  ionma],  and  reeoiuxierii|  i* 
■11. 

Mr.  Bsieos  said  that,  by  the  law  <4  VsA. 
1883,  called  tbe  compromise  sot,  all  tbtduii* 
on  the  importatloa  <rf  foreign  goods  wen  n 
this  day  to  be  brought  down  to  20  per  awl: 
and  that,  after  this  day,  the  hune  vilatiN 
was  to  take  effect,  bat  nnder  anch  iuIm  «i 
reaiilations  as  may  be  preaoribed  by  law.  fiv 
this  he  argaed  tbat  tbe  oMnpromiae  ad  wuli 
be  inoperative^  because  no  rotea  and  ngiditiMi 
bad  been  provided  by  Gongieaa  for  tMh« 
valnatton.  Under  tlMse  eJrenmstsHWWilwg- 
•mined  tha  reaaona  giren  by  the  Ptesilia^B 
hi*  Menage,  for  retturaing  tlie  tdll,  which  I* 
contended  were  entirely  nsiiffieiett.  "ib.  i- 
then  went  into  u  anriimeiitt  In  wUeh  b^ 
fanded  tiieptdioy  of  dlstribiiti^  the  prMM 
of  the  public  lands.  He  re|^M  to  the  tsb^ 
of  his  eoUeagne  (Mr.  GnsHnra)  in  fsvor  of  ik 
veto  power.  He  referred  to  tha  &rt..tl*  ^ 
veto  Dad  not  been  oolled  into  reqiii<it)<*  '^ 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  yeara  in  Great  BriUis- 
a  fact  made  DM  of  by  Mr.  Madison  ia  ft w" 
granting  this  power  to  the  Prendoit.  B***^ 
trasted  the  opiniwiB  of  Ednjand  BsA*  »™ 
thoae  of  hia  eoUeagae,  ^ho  tbon^l  thU^tM 
"co-ordinate  brancn  of  the  GovetiMtf^^ 
Ute  oUier  end  of  the  Avenne  might  an**"*  *" 
veto  power  at  wiU.  , 

Mr.erOAW.of  Virginia,  arpiedagstottbew 

of  tiie  Teto  power  as  dangerous  in  thi  •** 
It  efitectaally  gave  the  Presdart  ^V^^J 
eaj  In  what  mode  .taxee  shoold  bi  i>V^ 
There  were  but  three  or  tom  mod*  «™«^ 
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1m  adopted  bj  Congrus,  he  might  therebr  pre- 
scribe Ills  own  BjBtam,  or  Bunder  the  Union. 
In  die  praMnt  iuatauce,  he  conld  Bee  no  cir- 
ctimstance  to  Jnstifr,  or  in  an;  maimer  palliate, 
the  coarse  of  the  FresideDt.  ThU  wea  &  qaea- 
tioa  tffwtiag  the  dignitjr  of  the  House ;  and, 
•hoiild  it  ;i^,  there  wonld  be  uo  necessity  for 
CoagKaa  whatever.  They  had  better  send  an 
addrew  tohie  "snoione  m^estj"  at  once,  and 
beg  him  to  accede  to  their  wishea.  He  besged 
that  tlWT  wonld  emulate  the  example  of  their 
SaxcHi  anoeetoTS  In  reaiating  the  arbitrary  will 
of  one  man. 

Ur.  Psonrr  s^ :  It  wae  not  hla  intention 
to  oocnpy  even  the  time  which  the  roles  of  the 
House  allotted  to  him  ;  but  to  offer  a  very  few 
remarks  on  the  veto  power,  and  on  the  circcm- 
atanoea  attending  its  recent  exercise;  and  he 
Baked  the  gentlemen  who  contend  ag^nst  the 
veto,  to  mue  a  fair  and  palpable  issue  before 
the  pet^le  of  the  oonntry,  that  the  qaestion 
might  be  known  and  decided  at  the  nezt  Presi- 
dential election.  .  He  was  made  aware— by  a 
pwer  some  time  since  ismed  bj  a  portion  of 
thta  Honse— that  this  qneation  wonld  be  bronght 
np  before  the  ooontry.  But  he  hoped  it  woold 
not  be  deemed  unkind  \a  bim,  if  he  g^d  that 
those  gentlemen  were  making  the  veto  power 
naptntnlar,  hy  forcing  npon  the  President  bills 
which  thej  knew  he  conld  not  sanction.  Was 
that  their  present  object?  He  tmsted  in  Ood 
it  was  not.  Bat  reallf,  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  who  looked  on  these  tbinini  with  an 
nqjoan^oed  eje,  it  so  appeared.  There  was 
not  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  did  not  know 
that  tDiB  veto  wonld  come ;  and  if  the  great 
tariff  bill,  as  it  was  called,  shonld  be  passed 
with  the  otanae  in  it  which  it  now  contained  in 
raferenoe  to  distribntion,  the;  knew  well  what 
would  be  ila  (kte.  Was  Ihere  a  gentleman  on 
that  floor  who  did  not  know  that!  (A  voice 
cried  oot:  "We'll  pve  it  him.")  Ther  had 
the  power  to  do  it,  (A  voice  :  "  And  we  will 
do  iL")  He  had  no  donbt  snch  was  their  In- 
teotifXt.  Bat  he  (Ur.  Pboitit)  hoped  vrise  and 
pradent  oounaelt  wonld  prendL  He  hoped 
tbey  woold  act  witli  a  prtmr  regard  for  the  in- 
tereataof  the  laborer,  the  rarmer,  the  mechanic ; 
and  not,  In  a  apirit  of  partisan  warfare,  aend  to 
the  I^eaideDt  measnree  which  thej  knew  be 
oonU  not  aanction. 

Mr.  Laini,  of  Indiana,  spoke  as  follows :  The 
iaaoe  was  now  troly  presented  between  the 
Preddant  of  the  United  States  and'  the  Repre- 
aentatives  of  the  pe<^.  The  Ooogreaa  of  the 
Unitad  States,  with  a  sincere  dedre  to  provide 
th«  wtjt  and  means  for  oanjlng  on  the  Gov- 
ernment, bad  passed^  act  to  oontinoe  in  force 
the  MCMot  revenue  laws  for  one  month;  and 
the  Preoident,  seeing  fit  to  difibr  with  them, 
npon  mere  gronnds  <^  expecUenoy,  hod  retomed 
that  bill  to  the  House  which  originated  It,  wHh 
his  ot^eaOooB,  Then  the  question  aroa^  In 
whom  woa  vested  the  right  to  canr  out  the 
revenne  meaaurat  of  the  Govammentt— in  the 
VokXtVy-n 


President,  or  in  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple f  The  issae  was  not  between  the  Congreos 
of  tbe  United  States  and  the  President :  it  was 
between  the  President,  who  had  proved  recre- 
ant to  every  principle  of  tmtb,  honor,  and  mo- 
rality, and  that  abused  constituency  who  had 
placed  him  in  office.  It  was  well  that  onrs  was 
a  law-loving,  law -abidins  people:  it  was  well 
that  the  oonstitntional  and  1^^  secnrity  thrown 
around  him  wae  strengthened  by  the  peaoefid 
disposition  of  the  people.  In  other  conntriea  t 
far  different  spectacle  would  he  presented. 

This  was  another  instance  of  the  overwhelm- 
ing strides  of  !Ezecntive  power.  If  the  prood 
eagle  of  American  liberty  ahonld  ever'smk,  it 
would  be  cloven  down  by  the  aword  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. When  the  veto  power  was  introduc- 
ed, onr  forefathers  did  not  look  to  Rome,  bnt  to 
the  English  Government,  where  the  nse  of  the 
veto  was  rare.  What  should  Congress  now  dot 
Vote  millions,  when  the  Fremdent  reAues  to  al- 
low a  cent  to  be  raised t  No;  bnt  let  the  peo~ 
pie  know  that  the  President  has  ominlled  the  , 
revenue  laws,  disbanded  the  army  and  navr, 
and  left  the  Glovemment  to  ahift  for  itself. 

He  contended  that  the  whole  oliject  of  tbe 
President  looked  to  the  sncceasicn ;  and  be 
asked  if  the  honest  Democrats  of  the  countrjr 
were  wiUing  to  surreuder  up  all  their  principles 
merely  for  Uie  sake  of  making  John  l^ler  Pres- 
ident a  second  term.  It  was  but  lately  that  the 
President  had  found  cat  that  the  preservation 
of  the  compromise  was  an  indispensable  condi- 
tion to  the  distribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands.  In  the  Virginia  Le^atur»— In 
the  Henrico  letter — in  aU  the  former  declara- 
tions of  the  President,  no  such  condition  was 
annexed.  This  repeal  of  the  ^stribntion  was- 
one  of  the  hard  conditions  on  which  the  Dem- 
ocrats wonld  give  their  snppor^  and  which  th* 
power  of  the  President  compelled  him  to  oo- 
oept. 

ureKNATB, 

FUdat,  July  1. 

The  Tanff. 

Hr.  BnoHAHiJT  presented  to  the  Senate  tha 

proceedings  of  a  maasmeetiog  of  the  dtizeaa 

of  Pittsbnn;  and  its  riinnity,  beld  on  the  93d 

ultimo,  in  lavor  of  a  protective  tariff.    Hr.  B. 

said  that,  fWnn  the  names  appended  to  the  ealt 

for  thia  meeting,  (nomberlng,  as  they  did,  about 

fonrteen  hundred,)  aa  wall  aa  from  the  namaa 

of  its  ofBoers,  and  those  who  addressed  It,  ther« 

was  no  doubt  that  the  meeting  was  what  It 

Sirported  to  be,  "  without  distinction  of  party." 
e  wonld  also  say  that,  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  individuals  who  had  composed  this  meeting 
he  believed  they  were  men  of  as  much  iutelU- 
genoe,  respectability,  and  moral  worth,  as  any 
limllar  numt>er  which  conld  be  convened  in  any 
portion  of  the  United  Statea,  The  reaolutions 
which  they  had  adopted  were  all  deddedly  in 
favor  of  a  protective  tariS 
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ABRIiX^MENT  OF  THE 
TTta  Veto  Menage  m  Oa  iVociuKwiI  livif. 


Mr.  B.  Bald  he  wonld  take  this  occasion  to 
remu'k,  that  liQoe  he  had  beea  id  public  life, 
there  never  had  been  bo  propitioiia  a  moment 
M  the  present  for  a^ostinR  the  tariff  question 
npoa  a  permanent  ana  aati^ctory  basis.  If  the 
hopes  of  the  coontry  npon  this  Huljject  were  des- 
tined to  defeat,  It  was  now  rendered  manifest 
that  it  wonld  be  sold;  because  of  its  forced  and 
annatoral  connection  with  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands.  Tbe  revenue 
necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  gradually  to  extinniish  the  ezistino; 

Sublio  debtj  would  require  the  imposition  of 
ntiea euffloiently  high  toafford  all  uie  inuden- 
tal  protection  to  mannfactnTea  which  they  re- 
qnire.  In  the  aaaessment  of  these  dntisa,  whilst 
revenne  tdiOQld  be  his  main  otgeot,  be  wonld 
discriminate— and  eapedally  wodd  he  diacrim- 
inate  la  &ror  of  aadi  muiafaotares  as  were  es- 
BBntiaQf  neoesaary  to  render  na  independent  of 
foreign  natiMia  in  time  of  war.  He  ooncnrred 
entirely  with  General  Jaokson  in  his  celebrated 
message  to  Oongress  of  the  16tb  January,  18SS, 
in  relation  to  the  South  Carolina  oontroversy, 
— tliat  it  woold  not  be  proper  to  provide  that 
"  the  same  rate  of  duty  shall  be  imposed  upon 
the  protected  articles  that  shall  be  imposed 
on  the  unprotect^;  which,  moreover,  w 
be  severely  oppressive  to  the  poor,  and,  in  tJme 
of  war,  would  add  greatly  to  its  rigors."  No 
dvillced  nation  npon  the  face  of  the  earth  bad 
ever  adopted  a  nniform  horizontal  scale  of  du- 
tiea,  npon  all  articlea,  whether  of  great  or  small 
bulk  or  value,  or  wlietber  their  importation 
were  prejndicial  or  beneficial  to  the  country. 
And  whUst  he  wonld  not  consent  to  r^se  one 
oent  more  of  revenne  than  was  necessary  for  an 
eoonomica]  eipenditnro  of  the  Government,  he 
would  discriminate,  moderately  and  Judidonsly, 
in  &Tor  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  conn- 
try,  whether  they  were  agricnltnal,  meohai^cal, 
oommeioial,  or  tDann&ctDring. 


HOUBS  or  aKPBKBXHTATIVBS. 

Friday,  Joly  1. 
J*«  T«t0  Me*»ag»  on  th»  Provxnonal  Tar{^. 
Ur.  Bbbtt  commenced  by  expressing  hissor- 
prise  at  the  doctrines  avowed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Uaseaohnsetta,  (Ut.  AduisJ  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gbanobb,}  which 
he  looked  upon  as  subYeraive  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  latter  gentleman,  in  siieaking  of  the 
veto  and  its  consequences,  saia.  Let  troable 
and  desolation  sweep  over  the  land,  and  see 
who  wonld  stand  it  best  He  had  watched  the 
conrse  of  the  debate,  and  heard  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  (Mr.  L±m)  still  further  develop- 
ing the  conrse  of  policy  expected  from  the 
dominant  party.  That  gentleman  went  on  to 
say  that  the  people  of  this  country,  nuder  the 
exercise  of  the  veto  power,  were  laboring  un- 
der the  most  intolerable  tyranny.  The  gentle- 
man Airther  said  that,  thongh  the  President 
had  vetoed  the  provin<Hutl  tariff  bill,  another 


iniiCost 

bill  containtog  the  aame  proviso  with  regudto 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  tie  pabb 
lands  wonld  be  sent  to  hmi. 

Let  ps  meet  this  qoeetion  (said  Hr.K.)  Wj. 
He  trosled  that  there  would  be  no  pfgi^, 
They  had  come  to  the  point  when  it  wu  m- 
portont  that  tbey  should  nndeistsnd  ead  Dthtt. 
He  wanted  his  people  to  know  hoir  our  Bjsta 
of  Government  was  to  be  carried  oat,  that  tbt; 
murht  be  prepared  for  any  emergeDci. 

The  gentleman  fhim  Tennessee  hsd  sud  tbi 
this  veto  was  the  result  of  a  bu^tun  bcttrNt 
the  Democratjo  party  and  the  ExecDtirt.  ii 
a  member  of  that  party,  he  took  upon  MukK 
to  deny  the  charge ;  and  he  defied  Lnj  nu 
to  show  the  slightest  fbnndation  for  il  Et 


larEains.    . 

year  1824,  when  the  Presidential  cbir  M 
reached  throngh  a  bargdn,  and  certm  pra- 
pects  were  held  ont  as  a  consideratiMilDr^ 
to  this  time,  there  bad  been  seven!;  md  It 
was  not  enrprised  that  gentlemen  sbonld  chirp 
against  their  political  opponents  what  had  Ua 
practised  by  their  own  parties.  Had  Ibejiw 
aeard  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  EUIh  i 
distinct  proposition  to  bai^cain  away  the  ri^ 
of  the  people!  and  that  one  mighty  bin  odtf- 
ruption  was  made  to  pasa  another.  V^oM 
not  know  that  the  proviso  to  the  dlstrbntiw 
bill,  which  the  President  insisted  on  ret^iiiif 
was  tbe  condition  on  which  lliat  bill  vu  [•» 
edf  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  KeaU^ 
throw  out  the  emphatic  declaration,  that  L'yn 
did  not  take  his  measnree,  he  would  nut  uk 
yonrst  He  did  not,  therefore,  wonder  lU 
gentlemen,  who  carried  their  measuiesbjwd 
a  system,  shonld  turn  round  and  impogn  i>^ 
opponents  for  the  same  thing.  But  hededml 
that  be  never  heard  that  a  ringle  memWd 
the  Democratic  party  had  any  conununtctfia 
with  the  President  as  to  what  be  ehnid  d« 
and  what  they  wonld  do.  On  Ihs  omtni;, 
every  thing  they  had  said  to  the  Preadectl* 
been  on  that  floor.  We  said  to  him,  H  im 
propoae  measures  that  we  think  right,  ire  chd 

S prove  them ;  and  if  yon  propoce  mentn^ 
at  we  think  wrong,  we  shall  condenn  tbA 
Every  man  on  that  floor  knew  what  lbs  Dain)' 
oractlc  party  would  do. 

Mr.  R.  then  took  occanon  to  expns  Ih 
strongest  disanprobation  of  the  langu^'luii 
gentlemen  haa  indulged  in  in  reference  to  li« 
Preeideut,  Impntationafaad  been  m»d«i^>^ 
him  unworthy  of  the  Honae  and  of  the  persas 
who  uttered  them ;  and  all  for  the  exertei  i* 
undoubted  right  to  discharge  bia  dnij*^ 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  Mn»nt»<' 
Mr.  R.  referred  to  the  high  stalkms  he  W  fil- 
ed, with  so  much  honor  to  htnuelf^  tbe  nnffl- 
bronce  of  which  ought  to  have  sbiddrf  w« 
lh>m  such  assaults.  He  remembered,  "I^  * 
distinnushed  Beoator  tnm  his  native  SlaK  M 
stood  in  oppoaition  to  the  Force  bill;fiii»i 
aa  a  Oarolmlan,  could  not  but  fed  graUfu^ 
him  for  the  part  he  took  on  that  ooeaacM.  8* 
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wuaputrto  tbe  oompiomise  Ull;  and 
it  RutvisiDg  UiAt  lie  should  ooorider  himself 
iKwitd  to  canj  it  out  in  good  fUth  f 

Ha  was  the  pride  of  nls  ooiuitr;',  and  was, 
moreover,  a  Yirginian — a  name  never  coupled 
with  dishonor;  and,  ta  hear  snoh  annortby 
ImpotalionB  cast  npon  him,  was  what  he  most 
woUat  uainsL  He  waa  no  follower  of  John 
Tjler ;  all  who  knew  him  knew  tiiat  he  had 
bet  little  to  do  willi  the  Prcaldent,  and  that 
nothing  more  had  ever  passed  between  them 
than  thoae  acta  of  coortear  which  be  shonld  al- 
waji  show  to  the  man  whom  the  people  placed 
in  the  ExecatiTe  chair ;  bnt  it  waa  hu  duty  to 
dohhnjnstloe;  and  tojndge  of  himaahehim- 
itlf  would  be  Judged. 


Uenage;  and  aaiA  he  had  read  tbe  Uesiage 
again  end  again,  to  find  out  what  the  President 
nMnt;  bnt  he  bad  not  been  able  todoao;  and 
ha  had  aerlona  donbta  whether  tbe  President 
hitOMlf  coeld  expUn  what  he  meant  It  was 
deemed  Mateaxey,  as  the  President  supposed, ' 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 


regolationsfiw  assessing  dnties  to  Im  levied  by 
imposts  after  the  aoth  of  Jmie ;  and  haTiug  dLs- 
oovered  thta  to  be  the  oUeot  of  the  biU,  the 
Freddeat  declared  it  a*  his  opinion  that  snch 
■u  enactment  was  nnneeessarj,  sad  that  it 
wonld  be  bett«r  not  to  do  that  whiob  was  x 
necessary,  at  the  expense  of  the  compromi 
let  Toold  It  tben  he  beliered,  andT  wonld 
Dot  the  worid  hear  with  astonishmeolk  thai  in 
the  bill  there  was  not  even  die  fidntcet  allusion 
to  the  establishment  of  rules  and  regnlatioos  fbr 
the  eoUeotion  of  duties  accordiDK  to  the  home 
Tiiiiatiim,  and,  aonseqneotlf,  that  there  was 
no  neb  violatioa  of  the  compromise  act  f 

He  also  took  np  the  obieotions  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  tber  related  to  tne  principle  of  distii- 
bolion ;  ai^  he  denied  the  truth  of  tbe  podtjon 


tf  the  President  that  the  proviso  of  the  land 
law  waa  anapended,  it  being  tbe  distribntiou 
onlr  Otat  was  snqxiided.    He  alluded  to  tbe 


period  at  which  this  veto  had  been  sent  in.  It 
wu  a  period  when  importers  might  qnestion 
the  legality  of  the  imposition  <rf  dndes,  and 
when  thej  might  refhse  to  pay,  on  the  ground 
that  no  duty  existed ; — a  period  when  coUectors 
mij^t  seize  the  goods  of  importers^  and  wlien 
the  courts  might  beoome  embarrassed  witli  the 
fearlhl  amount  of  litigation  whioh  might  ensne. 
And  the  exercise  of  tko  reto  power,  under  such 
tiretunstances,  had  been  undertaken  by  the 
Preaident,  and  justiSed  by  soma  genUemen  on 


Satubdat,  Joly  S. 

The  iVoeuional  Tariff: 

Tbe  Spzakh  announced,  aa  the  nnflnlshed 

InilnMs,  this  Measage  of  the  President  retnm- 

uig  the  proTlsioiul  tariff  bilL  with  hia  oUeo- 

tiwia. 


[Jm-T,  IMS. 

Mr.  SuiiB,  of  Virpnia,  said,  in  treating  this 
question  he  should  oonfioe  himself  to  certain 
pnblio  qnestioaB,  and  then  address  himself  to 
those  wno  had  preceded  him  in  deb^e,  when 
he  abonld  take  occasion  to  expreae  the  deep  in- 
dignation and  scorn  of  the  nnfair,  unmanly, 
and  angonerooB  manner  in  which  tbe  Execu- 
tive had  been  treated  on  this  oocaaion.  In  do- 
ing so,  he  had  not  one  penonal  fiaeling  to 
gntiiy ;  bnt  be  sbonld  treat  the  enbjeot  with 
oandor  and  foimea^  and  award  Joatioe  where 
Justice  was  due.  In  the  first  puoe,  he  shonld 
cell  the  attratioa  of  the  House  to  the  act  of 
1888,  commonly  oaUed  the  compromise  aot^ 
beeaose  it  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  subject 
he  was  treating,  and  because  he  entertuned 
different  opiniona  with  regard  to  the  meaning 
and  intent  of  that  law  from  tiioae  expressed  by 
gentlemen  on  this  floor ;  and,  in  some  meaaure, 
be  differed  with  tiie  President  himself  in  hia 
oonstmotion  of  it  Tbe  view  that  he  entertain- 
ed of  it  was,  that  it  was  the  great  bond  of  peace 
to  this  Union;  that  to  disturb  or  violate  it,  waa  • 
an  ontrage  that  deeerved  the  indignation  of 
tbe  world ;  and  that  thoae  who  believed  that 
the  preaervatitm  of  that  bond  of  union  was  es- 
sential to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  tbe  coun- 
tiy,  were  bound  by  CTery  prindple  of  honor  and 
of  patriotism  to  adhere  to  it. 

He  wonld  now  (Ifr.  S.  said)  proceed  to  the 
oonstderotion  of  another  part  of  the  aulqect 
which  was  the  act  of  8epteml>er.  1841,  oalled 
tbe  distribution  act  What  did  that  act  say  ? 
with  a  view  to  preserve  the  character  of  tJiia 
L^ialatnre ;  with  a  view  to  preserve  tbe  futh 
pledged  in  this  compromise  Inviolate,  it  WM 

)vided  in  that  act,  that  whenever  it  shonld 

found  necesaary  to  raise  the  dntiea  beyond 
30  per  cent,  tbe  distribntitm  should  cease. 
Ilien  there  were  two  acts  of  solemn  legislation 
on  which  the  futh  of  the  Legislature  was  eqnal- 


dirtributlon  act,  poued  with  that  aolemn  and 
express  reeervaoon  for  the  porpoae  of  preeervioff 
the  bitb  pledged  in  the  flnt  It  was  oonceded 
on  all  hands  that,  without  that  provisik  tlie 
last-named  act  never  coold  have  passed  tbe 
Senate  ;  and  it  was  also  conceded  that,  villi- 
ont  it,  it  eonld  not  have  received  the  sanotioa 


tained  tbem. 
They  had  heard  gentlemen,  who  were  In  &■ 
ir  of  distribntton,'Bay  to  the  mannfaeturing 
interest^  that  "  unleas  yon  hold  on  to  the  die- 
tribotioiL  yon  shall  get  no  proteotion.**  He 
would  ask  gentlemen  if  there  waa  any  principle 
of  honor  or  morality  that  would  Justify  snob 
an  outrageous  violation  of  the  meet  solemn 
pledgee  ever  entered  into  by  man.  Under  the 
circumstances  he  had  expldned,  this  distribu- 
tion bill  waa  passed  throngb  tiiis  and  the  other 
House,  and  sent  to  the  Pnsldent  for  hia  aigna- 
ture.    Mr.  B.  here  adTerted  to  Ok  "  raoe-borae 


DigilizcdbyGoO^Ie 


Jti.r,  IStS.] 

speed  "  with  which  the  raeosore  was  harried 
tbrotiKb ;  and  obeerred  that,  notwithstanding 
the  planiible  reasons  given  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Ooimnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  this 
hnrried  legislation,  when  sent  to  the  Senate,  it 
was  anfibred  to  reinun  on  the  table  for  several 
days,  in  order,  as  he  supposed,  that  It  might  be 
passed  at  a  period  eo  near  the  SOtb  Jone,  that 
the  President  would  feel  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  BBQotioning  it  The  bill  then  went 
to  the  Kwident  nnder  cdrcnmstanoes  which 
Induced  a  belirf  that  the  President  was  placed 
In  snah  a  Bitnation  as  compelled  bim  to  sign  it, 
and  thna  violate  the  faith  he  had  pledged  in 
the  compromise  act,  as  well  as  commit  an  act 
contrary  to  bis  known  and  recorded  oinniDns. 
This,  however,  like  many  other  attempts  that 
bad  beeu  made  to  bead  Oaptain  Tyler,  fUled, 
and  he  retnmed  the  bill  witli  his  veto.  What 
were  the  groonds  on  which  hie  objections  were 
placed!  Hr.B.  here  went  into  arecapitnlation 
of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Pre^dent,  in  his 
veto  ICessage,  for  returning  the  bill  to  the 
Boose  in  wnich  it  originated,  explaining  and 
commenting  on  them  as  he  went  on. 

In  relation  to  iba  distribution  act,  Ur.  8.  said 
that  the  Preddent,  who  had  been  arraigned 
here  as  in  fkvor  of  unqualified  distribution,  had 
flxpresdy  declared  that  he  would  go  for  it  only 
so  far  as  that  it  should  not  interfere  with  the 
compromise  act.  In  1841,  when  the  distribu- 
tion act  was  presented  to  blm  for  his  signature, 
be  did  not  hesitate  to  giro  his  assent  to  it; 
though  he  saw  in  the  condition  of  the  treasnty 

Ci  reasons  for  withholding  it,  yet  be  gave 
assent  to  it,  beoanse  it  contained  a  proviso 
that  the  distribution  was  to  be  arrested  the 
moment  the  duties  shonld  be  raised  above 
twenty  per  cent  Now,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  give  his  assent  to  a  bill  involving  a 
breach  at  the  compromise  acL  and  a  breach  of 
the  distribution  act,  be  would  ask  gentlemen  if 
be  was  not  under  a  high  moral  obligation  to 
r^ect  it,  wbioh  he  ootiM  not  veil  have  disre- 
garded. 


MoNnA.T,  Jnne  4. 
77ie  Veto  <(fl/i^  PtvBuiotua  Thriff. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  debate  on  the 
Freddent's  veto  of  the  proviMonal  tariff. 

Ur.  HnrrxB  said  if  there  was  nothing  in  the 
ol^eotica  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
ought  of  right,  and  of  duty,  to  have  gone  to  the 
States ;  if  ttuve  was  nothing  in  the  ottJection 
that  the  President  oariit  not  to  have  vetoed 
the  bill  on  gnmnds  of  expedientj-  only ;  the 
other  question  which  remained  to  be  considered 
was.  Was  this  such  a  bill  as  ought  to  have  been 
vetoed  t  He  m^tained  that  this  was  snch  a 
bin ;  and,  if  there  ever  was  a  measnre  which 
a  Btatesman  and  patriot  was  bound  to  arrest, 
this  was  one.  Hi.  H.  refbired  to  the  condition 
of  the  covntry  under  which  tiiis  btU  was  pass- 
ed; to  the  okmor  of  the  pnhlio  oreditorei  the 
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pTwCoM. 

difBoulty  in  n^otiatingaloHi;  aodths  MHn; 
.  off  of  the  revenue.  He  also  nobosd  Uw  eat- 
matee  of  the  chairman  of  the  OommiltN  of 
Ways  and  Heana  and  of  the  Beoetaiy  d  tltt 
;  TreaaniT,  in  relation  to  tlie  amoant  of  nnmm 
reqoired  for  the  servioe  rfthe  QoncnasiLfa 
its  ordinary  expenses  ttid  for  thepBUitMil, 
for  the  present  year.  The  ohdmia  rf  Uk 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  iitnxlMl 
a  hill  for  the  pnrpoee  of  nialng  tweB^-wnt 
milliona  of  dollars,  on  an  estimate  vt  mnUf- 
nine  milUona  of  imports;  while  the  Sevdii; 
of  the  Treasnry  estmnated  the  imports  It  idnt; 
milliona.  ButMr.  H.  ventored  lopn&ttbl 
this  amonntofrevenneconid  not  MfMatd,ia 
account  of  the  extent  to  whidk  smng^iiKTinH 
be  oanied  on,  on  the  north-western  frcoQa. 
Free  trade  would  then  irevail,  ineanMst— vUd 
would  be  a  very  fine  tbins,  to  be  ann^  fv  IW 
bio ;  but  what  woold  it  be  for  Ksw  Yokt- 
wbat  would  it  be  for  Boston,  PhilsiW^ 
Baltimore,  and  Charleston !  Wtnld  tbe  At- 
lantic seaboard  consent  to  be  bennttuiltr 
sealed,  while  free  trade  was  pouring  ito  rata 
into  the  north-west  t  He  would  wani  foU^ 
men  that  their  system  would  destroy  there; 
suljeot  cf  taxation  itseUI  producing  a  qnrittks 
woold  soon  lead  to  amne  other  mode  of  niai 
a  revenue.  If  we  cannot  get  along  by  tba  (m- 
ent  means  of  raising  revenue^  and  oar  eiptnfi- 
ture  is  to  be  twenty-seven  milUoDS— lisi, 
then.  Is  to  be  the  result  t  If  wedo  wiadj,n 
shonld  curtail  our  espenditurw,  take  back  At 
prooeeda  of  the  puUio  lands,  and  ocdleet  $t» 
earn  by  a  syetem  of  duties  laid  sdsJy  &r  lU 
object  What  was  tlie  oth«r  alhmstiTel  k 
system  of  intomal  dnties ;  sod  he  woaU  pot  It 
to  gentlemen  whether  tiiej  would  be  viBa| 
to  take  direct  taxatitm  ratiier  than  giv*Bpi» 
tribntion!  Where  would  this  mua  U 
heaviest?  Not  on  ul  but  <m  that  ndi  mniii^ 
whose  resources  geiaa&oea  so  mooh  boaft  «■ 
If  the  system  wluoh  gentlemea  were  so  *d- 
ded  to,  ihonld,  In  tiie  end,  dertny  fgragn  (do- 
meroe,  dry  np  the  sonroca  of  pablio  reraM 
and  drive  ns  to  a  qrstem  of  direct  taxtflMT* 
he  verily  believed  it  wonld — when  that  tin 
came^  the  burden  wonld  &11  on  tiwn.  T" 
question  then  was,  of  retumiag  to  the  luswj 
tiie  proceeds  of  the  public  bnds,  or  of  dln<l 
taxation  t  Can  we  blame  the  Preridnt,  tlta 
when — se^g  the  finanoes  of  the  eoantry  «■■ 
barrassed,  and  pnbUo  vsdit  prottisled-^ 
takes  the  only  measure  In  his  power  to  nSm 
the  one  and  restore  the  other  t  If  the  don^ 
nant  par^f  wonld  take  Us  kdvie^  (»J  » 
woold  not  pretend  that  he  had  a  ri^  te  ajn* 
them,)  they  would  meet  an  InerltaUestri*  « 
things  by  a  wise  and  manly  eonns^  B*?.*^ 
H.  laid  down  the  policy  which  be  di 


calotilatedlbrthekterMts<ftheoa«>iiT.  ^ 
people  were  witb  the  Freddent  in  tbs  aw 
which  were  so  severely  eensnreiL  Ibsf* 
not  (said  Hr.  H.)  dtatmst  yoor  pstrioliaB  « 
yoortslento;  buttheybelieTethatyosr^rstM 
is  not  oaknlated  for  the  benefit  of  tt«  M<mtiT- 
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Tbe  qnestloa  was  then  tAkeo,  "  Shall  this  bill 
uM,  notwithfltandiog  the  obJaoUoua  of  the 
PrMudeatl"  and  decided  in  the  n^a^ve— 
there  not  being  a  m^orit;  of  tffo-tmrda— as 
bllom; 

Tub.— Vesm.  AHen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Oieriock 
J.  Andrem,  Appleton,  AnioM,  Ajerigg,  Btboock, 
bker,  Banunl,  BarUn,  'S&iiaejt,  Blair,  Botdman, 
Borden,  Biigga,  Braekw^,  Bronaon,  M.  Brown,  J. 
Bcnwn,  BoniBll,  'William  Bntler,  William  a  C*mp- 
beU,  Tboraaa  J.  Campbell,  Oaraiben^  Chaej,  Cbilda, 


OiKiper,  Coweo,  Qairett  DbtIs,  Debeiry,  Jc 
nda,  Erentt,  Feaaenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster, 
Oai^e,  GentTT,  Giddings,  Goggin,  P.  O.  Goode, 
Orahain,  Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Eoward, 
Hodion,  HoDt,  i.  B.  Ingnull,  Jamea  Ir*In,  W.  W. 
Irwin,  Jamea,  John  F.  Kennedf,  JUng,  l4ne,  Liim, 
licEeiman,  ^omaa  F.  Hardiall,  Samaon  Huon, 
XithioL  UattodiL  lUxwelL  Hajiiard,  Heriwetber, 
NHcbdl,  Hoore,  Moneu,  Kotria,  Motto*,  (tabonie, 
Owelej,  Fearoe,  Pendletou,  Pope,  Powell,  Ranwar, 


—114. 

Nils. — Meena.  Adama,  Arrington,  Aiberton,  Bid- 
liek,  BlK^  Bowne,  Bofd,  BrewBter,  Burke,  William 
0.  Bnder,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Cunpbdt,  Chapman,  Clifibrd,  CUnton,  Colea,  K.  A. 
CoopM',  CtmTMS,  CmUdk,  Daniel,  Bichard  D.  DaTia, 
DawBoa,  Dem,  Doan,  Doig,  EMtman.  Egbert,  Ferria, 
Chariea  A.  Flojd,  Fomance,  T.  P.  Foater,  Gerry  Gil- 
ma,  Wm.  O.  Ooode,  Gordon,  Gwio,  HabeidiaDi, 
Hirrtingn,  Sa.'jt,  Holmei,  Ho|Aiiia,  Houcl^  Houston, 
Hnbai^  Enntar,  C.  J.  Bignmll,  Jack,  Cave  John- 


n  W.  Jonea,Eeim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, 

Jd,  Bobert  HcClellan,  HcEaj,  HcKeon,  Hal- 

brj,    Ifuchand,    Alfred    Harehall,   J.    T.   Maaon, 


lUibewB,  MediU,  HiUer,  Kewhard,  Patridge,  Payne, 
Rehena,  Plomer,  Read,  Reding,  Bencher,  Reynolds, 
Rbett,  Kg^  Rojgera,  Rooeereft,  Sanfotd,  Baunders, 
Shaw,  SH^da,  WlUiam  Smith,  Snyder,  gteenrod. 
Blunter,  Jacob  Thompeon,  Van  Buien,  Ward,  Wat- 
tenon,  Wetler,  Westbrook,  Joeeph  L.  White,  James 
W.  WUliama,  Wiae,  and  Wood— ST. 
Tlie  HoQse  flr^onined. 

tS  BSNATE. 

Thussdat,  July  *t. 
The  EteKegvtr  Bill. 
Ifr.  Taluudoi  eald  he  rose  for  the  pnrpoae 
of  giTingnotice  that,  on  Monday  next^  he  wonld 
move  to  poaWone  th«  g«Der^  orders  for  the 
parpoee  of  talnng  vp  the  hill  proposing  to  modi- 
fj  tbe  HTwal  sou  eatabliaUng  the  Treunry 
Departnient,  ocmunonly  called  the  "  ezohequer 
bill."  He  gave  tbla  notice  then,  in  the  hope 
that  gentlemen  would  be  prepared  to  take  the 
bill  op  at  that  time.  He  tbonght  it  waa  pertinent 
to  uy  that  the  bill  had  been  poisoned  for  a  j 


long  time,  for  no  other  n 


1  than  that  there 


doced,  the  several  resolations  of  tbe  late  Sena- 
tor from  Kentncky  (Ur.  Olai)  were  oooupyiiig 
the  attention  of  uie  Senate.  It  was  the  wi^ 
on  the  part  of  all  not  to  interfere  with  those 
resolvtionB,  Siooe  that  time,  the  loan  bill,  the 
apportionment  bill,  the  army  and  navy  bills,  and 
a  varielj  of  other  mattera,  of  presmng  neceasi^ 
and  urgency,  hare  taken  tip  tbe  time  of  the 
Senate.  He  determined  that  It  waa  not  proper 
to  more  in  this  bill  while  those  mattera,  which 
were  deemed  of  amore  Immediate  and  pressing 
ohnraeter,  were  pending.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  meaanie  for  the  relief  of  the 
coDutry,  whioh  more  pressingly  required  the 
conuderation  of  Uiis  body,  tbiu  the  exchequer 
bill.  He  wonld  therefore  give  notice  that,  on 
Monday,  he  would  in  good  fiutb  mOTC  to  take 
Dp  this  bill,  and  preaa  action  ontil  an  expresnoo 
of  tbe  opinion  (^  the  Senate  waa  had  upon  it. 


BOUBE  OF  KEFRESENTATtTZa. 

THnBBDA.T,  Jul;  1. 
The  Tariff. 

The  Honse  rcaolred  itself  into  a  Oommitt«e 
of  the  Whole  on  the  atato  of  the  Union,  (Hr. 
ICoEunraK  in  th«  chair,])  and  proceeded  with 
tbe  coudderation  of  the  lull  to  provide  revenns 
from  imports,  and  to  ohange  and  modify  exist- 
ing laws,  impodng  dnUea  on  Importa,  and  for 
other  opposes. 

Mr.  Wk.  Ooar  Jobxbom,  after  a  few  preUnd- 
nary  remarks,  said  that  he  ahonld  take  this  op- 
portanity  to  apprise  the  committee  that,  at  too 
first  moment  ^owed  htm,  he  should  offer  » 
resolation  calling  for  a  Select  Committee  for 
the  pnrpose  of  taking  into  oOD^deration  tbe 
present  interesta  of  the  conntry,  and  to  report 
a  bill  providing  for  giving  relief  both  to  the 
General  and  State  Governments.  If  tbe  House 
ahonld  grant  bim  that  committee,  he  should 
not  offer  any  amendment  to  the  bill  under  con- 
aideration ;  bnt,  if  it  sbonld  r^^ue  to  do  so,  be 
should  bring  fbrward  his  proposition  in  the 
most  formal  and  distinct  manner,  aa  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  before  it  waa  dtsposed  of.  He 
wonld  say  to'  gentlemen  of  every  partj  here, 
tiiat  all  efforts  would  be  vain  and  frnitlees  to 
keep  this  qnestion  from  bold  and  free  inquiry. 
To  attempt  to  hide  it,  and  exclude  It  irom  the 
pnUio  gaie  and  pnbllc  consideration,  wonld  be 
vain  and  nugatory.  They  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  stifle  the  hoarse  voioe  of  Boreas,  or 
bid  the  mighty  Mississippi  oease  to  flow  on,  as  it 
wonld  forever.  Be  rc^uded  the  qoestion  aa 
one  broader  and  deeper  than  any  one  of  those 
which  divided  the  different  parties  of  the  coun- 
try. If  gentlemen  were  anzions,  at  this  early 
period,  to  record  their  names  agwnat  it,  he  waa 
aa  anxiona  to  give  then  the  on^rtonity. 

Mr.  J.,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  gave  an 
ontline  of  the  plan  he  intended  to  propose,  viz : 
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tbtt  Government  itooks  ahonld  be  issued,  bear- 
ing  a  particnkr  intereBt ;  and  that  thes«  Btocka 
Bhould  be  ^Tea  to  the  States,  (as  well  to 
thoM  indebted  as  to  those  ont  of  debt,)  to  an 
smoont  not,  perhapa,  aaffioient  to  give  them 
ample  nUM,  oat  ramoient,  wUh  the  aid  of  their 
own  reaODrcea,  to  enable  them  to  meet  their 
engagementa,  aad  re-«stabliih  their  credit. 

The  Statea  not  indebted  wonid  have  the  in- 
terest of  the  stocks  given  them,  as  also  the 
ptindpal,  Then  finallj  redoemed,  to  applr  to 
ench  ottjeots  as  they  deemed  most  for  their  ad- 
vantage; so  that  both  the  indebted  and  non- 
indobted  States  would  be  put  on  a  footing;  of 
perfect  equality :  the  pnblic  lands  to  be  pledged 
for  tjie  redemptdon  of  the  principal  and  interest 
ot  the  atodks  so  issned. 

As  a  further  put  of  his  plan,  Ifr.  J.  would 
propose  a  tariff  lud  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
adequate  protection  to  domestic  mann&otnres. 
He  thoagut  that  a  calm  and  deliberate  examina- 
tion would  be  sufficient  to  indaoe  any  stat«eman 
to  believe  that  bis  plan  was  at  onoe  simple, 
and,  in  ita  oooseqnenoea,  benign  and  aalntMy. 
ne  would  not  diaouss  it,  bat  would  say,  in  ad- 
vance, that  the  question  of  constitutionality 
would  hardly  be  raised  by  any  piu^y,  Mr,  J, 
said  that  his  plan,  so  far  from  being  a  novel 
one,  had  the  benefit  of  several  precedents  in 
the  history  of  the  Government  to  recommend 
it :  and  he  then  referred  to  the  assninptiou  by 
the  Federal  Qovenunent  of  the  revolutionary 
debts  of  the  States ;  and  to  the  treaties  of  I78S 
and  17S1,  in  which  proviMon  was  made  for 
enabling  individual  creditors  in  Enslaikd  to  re- 
cover debts  from  individuals  in  this  oonntiy. 
He  alBo  referred  to  the  assntnptdon  by  Congress, 
a  few  jMn  ago,  of  the  Holland  debt  due  by 
the  corporate  cities  of  the  IMstriot  of  Oolnm- 
bia.  Mr.  J.  then  continued  his  argument  in 
&vor  of  his  plan  of  assumption  up  to  the  ez- 
ptratioa  of  his  hour. 


mBBETATB. 

MoKD&T,  July  11. 
Mexioo. 

Hr.  Fubtov  offerod  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Seiclvfd,  That  tbe  Present  of  the  United  Slates 
be  lequseted,  If  it  be  not  Inconsistent  with  the  pnbHo 
bterot,  to  oonunanloaM  to  the  Senate  the  recent 
oorrespondenee  between  the  Republic  of  Kexlce  and 
Ih^  GoTenuncnt  In  reUtion  to  Texas. 

He  would  ask  tbe  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
enter  ppon  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  resolntion 
this  morning,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  one  of 
deep  national  interest.  It  calls  for  Information 
which  may  demand  the  immediate  attention 
of  this  body. 

He  was  sure  a  m^ority  of  tbe  Senators 
present  bad  seen,  in  tbe  pnblic  papers  this 
morning,  the  translation  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  tbe  Secretary  of  Foreign  Belations  of  tbe 
Bepublio  of  Meztoo  to  the  S^uatarj  of  Stete 


■rial.  [!7nCasa. 

of  the  United  Stetes,  bat  pnUiihed  it  Hsto 
before  It  had  left  that  cotintry  for  the  Cnttd 
Stetes. 

This  extraordinarr  letter,  he  felt  eoHtnised 
to  say,  was  calculated  to  eidte  greet  iiuic^ 
in  tbls  country.  It  appeared  to  Um  tbertra 
an  obvious  necessity,  under  the  drctmntiiKti, 
for  OonKreae  to  be  placed  in  poesHBOD  ot  iA 
information  on  the  enljjeol'— at  least  ss  &r» 
tbe  Exeontive  may  Judge  is  oompitibls  tek 
the  pablic  interest  to  make  tlie  oommmltslios 
required.  It  is  desirable  that  CoagreHihnld 
know,  as  soeedily  as  practicable,  whit  )m 
taken  place  oetweea  the  oonstituted  snIhaiitMi 
of  boQi  countries. 

He  would  beg  leave  to  reed  a  ^gla  fan- 
graph  towards  the  conclusion,  for  tbs  pnrpoe 
of  showing  the  character  and  temper  of  ftt 
letter  to  which  he  had  alluded.    After  detiil- 


Statee  Government  with  regard  to  Teiis,ib 
writer  proceeds  to  make  these  remarks; 

"Such  ccmdnct  the  Veilcaa  GonmncatWDa 
comprehend;  snd  slthoagh  uiimsted wilhsduoi 
desre  that  tbe  relations  non  h^tpUy  eiistipg  bctnci 
this  Bepoblic  and  the  United  SutM  m^  not  ■* 
the  least  alteration,  It  feels  bound,  la  ftmkM^O 
repeat,  In  the  most  formal  manner,  its  fbcno'lMM' 
BgalDst  the  tolerance  before  mentiosed,  s  uwBsnmf 
of  which  It  will  t^atd  as  a  poritive  act  irf  tatisi 
sgunst  Que  RrpabKc,  and  mliTtgviait  ill  imJkI' 
Jutliet,  ilt  OVA  iniattli,  a»d  Ms  nstionil  di;*V 
mag  demand." 

Now,  it  must  he  obvious  to  every  EetuWi 
that  the  force  of  tbe  sentence  consists  in  tkt 
implied  threaL  It  amounte  to  this— tlitt  > 
coatintistioa  of  the  condition  of  things  two- 
plained  of  will  be  considered  as  aathoniiB( 
hoAilities. 

A  declaration  of  this  nature,  made  in  s  mai- 
ner  so  formal  and  offitsal,  presented,  in  ij< 
opinion,  a  matter  fur  the  gravest  oontidenitoL 
He  trosted— indeed,  be  had  no  doubt— thsl  l^ 
Qoveniment  of  the  United  Ststea  bsd  o- 
swered  this  commnnlcation  in  a  mwuier  b«BW' 
ing  ite  own  disnitr,  and  in  that  temper  rf  ^ 
bearance  whi^  uionid  ever  oharaiieriis  lb 
ooodnct  of  a  powerAil  nation  dealiDK  widi  cm 
like  Mexico.  But,  while  lie  tmsted  tint  iH 
Government  had  answered  Mr.  Boesn^^ 
letter  with  forbearance,  he  felt  satisfied  it  W 
been  done  with  a  just  regard  to  oor  on 
dignity,  and  with  that  firmness  which  UK 
occasion  required. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  tbe  mi^ 
tion,  and  it  was  adopted. 


IHSXHATX. 

TuxBDAT,  July  la. 

Mr,  HuoHaiiuT  preeented  a  i 
James  Beeside,  by  his  attorney  In  bet,  Mr.  - 
Mr.  B.  said   Mr.  Reeeide    was  well  kui 
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throDgliDot  the  United  Statea  as  the  "  land 
admiral,"  from  bia  estennve  transactjons  with 


)  fnmislied  money 
the  department  at  different  liioea ;  and,  after  a 
failure  to  b*ve  bit  aoooonta  adjusted  at  the 
departnent,  it  waa  finally  agreed  that  they 
should  be  settled  by  bringtog  a  aait ;  which 
wsd  done.  The  trial  commentwd  in  October, 
1S41,  and  ended  on  the  6th  December  follow- 
ing— having  oocapied  a  period  of  six  weeks. 
And  the  reaoIC  of  the  trial  waa  a  verdict  en- 
tared  in  hia  &TOr  for  $186,496  06.  A  motion 
for  a  neir  trial  ancoeeded,  and  the  claim  woa 
affirmed.  He  afikaCongrew  to  p^  the  amount 
thus  fonnd  due  to  htm — stating,  at  the  aame  tjme, 
that  there  were  $60,000  dearly  dae  to  him 
besides;  and  that  eleven  of  the  Jnry  thought 
so.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


Thcbsixit,  July  14. 
OarrtipaitdenM  in  relatioa  to  Teaat. 

The  PsKsniKNT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tlie 
3euate  a  Uesssge  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  made  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
Intion  of  the  Senate  of  the  llth  instant,  trans- 
mitUng  the  recent  oorreapondence  between  the 
RepnUie  of  Mexico  and  this  Government,  in 
relatioD  to  Texaa, 

The  correqtondence  was  of  an  interesting  and 
important  character,  and  very  volnmiDona,  haV' 
ing  occupied  nearly  two  hours  in  the  reading. 
Mr.  Webster's  letter  of  instruction  of  8th  of 
July,  1842,  to  Ux.  Waddy  Thompson,  onr  Minis- 
ter at  Mexico,  in  reply  to  the  first  letter  of  M, 
d«  Bocaaegra,  (abready  pnbliabed,)  covers  the 
wbole  ground  of  Mexican  outrages  on  the 
eitixens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
Its  tone  may  be  inferred  from  the  following 
extract  fW>m  It,  ooTeriug  one  point  only  of  the 
letter  of  M.  de  Bocanegra,  viz : 

"  K  de  Booanagra  declares,  In  oondu^n,  that  his 
Gavemnent  Soda  itaelf  under  the  necesmiv  of  pio- 
testii^  Bolenmly  tpioA  the  aggrei^oas  whidi  the 
dtizeiu  of  the  States  are  reiteratliig  upon  the  Meilcaa 
territory;  and  of  declaring,  In  a  po^dve  mannei: 
that  it  will  consider  «s  a  rioUUon  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  the  toleration  of  that  oouree  of  conduct,  which 
he  alleges  Infilcts  oo  the  Heilcin  Republic  the  in- 
juriee  and  iaconveideuces  of  war. 

*'  The  Preddent  eiceedin^y  regrets  both  the  sBntl- 
ment  and  the  ntanner  of  tUa  decUntfion.  But  It  can 
admit  of  but  oee  answer.  Tho  Ueiican  Oorsmment 
appears  to  require  that  which  could  not  be  granted, 
in  whatever  Isiignage  or  wluOerer  tone  requested. 

"  The  GoTemment  of  the  United  States  is  a  Oot- 
enunent  of  law.  lite  Chief  BxecntiTe  HagiaBate,  aa 
well  aatheftanetiauaiiaainsTety  othcrdepartmratiis 
reetraioed  and  (tided  by  the  conatita&in  and  the 
laws  of  the  land.  Kdlber  the  consHtDtioo  nor  the 
law  of  the  land,  nor  |Kindples  Imown  to  the  uawes 
of  modent  States,  authoiiie  lum  to  interdict  lawtU 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Texaa ;  or  to 
prevent,   or  attempt  to  pievent,  indlviduala  fhn> 


leaving  the  Unllad  Slates  for  Texas  or  any  other 
foreign  country.    If  such  IndividuilB  enter  Into  the 
service  of  Teias,  or  any  other  foreign  6tal& 
Oovemaent  of  the  United  States  no  lower  h. 
over  them  the  shield  of  its  protection.    They  n 


the  Oovenuneot  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  called 
upon  to  [Kevent  their  endgraUon ;  and,  it  must  be 
added,  that  the  constitution,  pntdio  trestles,  and  the 
laws,  lAlige  the  Fiesident  to  regard  Texas  aa  an  in- 
depMdent  Btate,  and  its  territo^  as  no  part  of  the 
tmltoty  of  Mexico.  Every  provision  of  law — every 
principle  of  neutral  obligation — will  be  sedulously 
enfoToed  in  relation  to  Ueiico,  as  in  relation  to  other 

Giwers,  and  to  the  same  extent,  and  with  the  same 
laxity  of  purpose.  All  this  belongs  to  the  consU- 
tntional  power  and  doty  of  the  Government,  and  It 
wilt  be  aU  Mfilled.  But  the  oonthraanoe  of  amity 
with  Ueiioo  cannot  tie  porcfaased  at  any  higfaer  rate. 
If  the  peace  of  the  two  eonntriea  is  to  be  (Usturfoed, 
the  reqpoadbiUty  will  devolve  on  Hexico.  She  mast 
be  anawenUe  for  consequences.    The  United  Statea, 


hostile  relations 'with  say  of  the  new  Govemments 
on  tUa  eontineot.  But  their  Govemmeiit  is  reg- 
ulated, limited,  fUl  of  the  spirit  of  liberty,  but  sur- 
roonded,  nevertheless,  with  just  restraints;  and, 
greatly  and  fervently  aa  It  desires  peace  with  sll 
Staleik— and  espedaUj  with  its  more  immediate  neigh- 
bors— yet  no  fear  of  a  diflbrent  state  of  tbinga  can 
be  allowed  to  interrupt  its  conne  of  equal  and  exact 
jostice  to  all  nations,  nor  to  Jostle  It  out  of  the  con- 
stttntlonal  orbit  hi  whtdi  It  revolves. 

"  I  am,  air,  to.,  

"  DANIEL  WEBSTEE." 

The  following  letter,  comprising  a  part  of 
the  instmotions  to  onr  Ulnister  at  Mexico,  ts 
in  answer  to  the  second  letter  of  complaint  and 
defiance  of  M.  de  Bocanegra. 

DvAKTMSKr  or  B»n, 
Wsdimgton,  My  IS,  IS49. 

Bii ;  After  wtittng  to  you  on  tho  8th  instant,  I  re- 
ceived, throu^  the  same  ctiannel  as  the  former,  H. 
de  BooanegrAaaoond  letter,  and,  st  the  same  time, 
yonr  deqialdt  of  the  eth  of  Jiuie,  and  your  privsle 
letter  of  the  llsL  This  last  letter  of  It.  de  Boeane^ 
gra  waa  written,  aa  yon  will  see,  before  it  waa  pos- 
sible for  him  to  expect  sn  suswer  to  his  flnt ;  which 
snswer  Is  now  forwarded,  and  sbowa  the  grouodleea 
nature  of  the  compUdnts  of  Mexico.  The  letter  itaelf 
Is  hi^ily  exceptionable  and  oQendre.  It  Imputea 
violauons  of  honor  and  good  fUth  to  the  GovenuneDt 
of  the  United  States,  not  only  in  the  moat  uqjust,  but 
in  the  most  indecorous  manner. 

Ton  have  not  spolcen  of  it  In  terms  too  strong  hi 
your  circular  to  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corpa. 

On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  write  a  note  to  H. 
Boean^ra,  in  which  you  will  say  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Sth  of  July,  re- 
odved  his  letter  of  the  21th  of  May ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  cotuideis  the  laogu^  and 
tone  of  that  letter  doogatory  to  the  diaiacter  of  the 
United  Sutas,  and  UgUy  ofi^ndve,  as  it  Imputes  to 
the  Government  a  (flrect  ttreach  cUT  faith ;  and  that 
he  directs  that  no  other  answer  be  given  to  It  than 
the  dedaratiOD  that  the  conduct  of  the  Govermnoil 
of  the  United  Btales,  In  r^ard  to  the  war  between 
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Mexico  uul  Teiu,  hiTiiig  been  ilmji  hHberto  gor- 
emed  by  a  (tricC  uul  Impartiil  regard  to  Its  ns^nl 
obligatioDa,  will  not  be  dumped  or  altered.  In  m; 
jiect,  or  in  any  degree.  Ii,  for  this,  tha  Oovern- 
it  of  Mexico  dull  eee  fit  to  dwnge  tbe  relalion* 


M^iect,w 


To  Waddt  ^oiifsoh,  Esq., 

EniMg  SxttwirdutiaTy,  J^,  to  Mexieo. 

nie  Ueassge  wu  referred  to  the  Com- 
mtttee  on  Foreign  Belatjoiui,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


Bi.rmaUi.T,  July  19. 
Cait  of  Samuel  StBartwout 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Wamwr,  the  Senate  took 
Ml  for  oon^enttSon,  u  fn  OommittM  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  Kntborize  the  BeoretaiT  of 
the  Treosoiy  to  moke  vay  arrADgeineDt  or 
oompromlw  with  any  of  the  mireties  on  bonds 
given  to  the  United  States  by  Samnel  Swart- 
vont,  lat«  ooUector  of  the  cnst^mu  for  the  port 
of  New  York. 

Ur.  W.  enl^ed  that  the  bill  nairdj 
sathoriced  tho  Secretarf  of  the  Treaanr;  to  oom- 
ponnd  with  the  sarelaea  of  Swartwout,  which 
wonld  hare  tha  effect  to  bring  $90,000  into  the 
treaanrj,  wfaioh  wonld  I>e  loat  to  tha  Gorem- 
ment  If  tbe  bill  did  not  prevail. 

The  tnll  was  then  reported  baok  to  Uo  Ben- 
ate,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  third 
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The  qncBtion  oame  np  for  the  engrossment 
<rf  the  bill  for  a  third  reading. 

The  ;eM  and  naja  were  ordered,  and  reanlt- 
ed  In  the  affirmative^  ai  followB : 

TaiB. — MeMn.  Adama,  Allen,  landaff  W.  An- 
drem,  Sberiock  J,  Andrewa,  Appl«ton,  Arnold, 
Afcrto,  Babeod^  Baker,  Buwd,  Barton,  BirdiCTe, 
BUir,  Boardman,  Boiden,  Botta,  Briggi,  Brocknj, 
Bumion,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bnnidl,  Outioim,  Tbomaa 
J.  C^[i»dl,  Childa^  CUttenden,  John  a  CImA,  S. 
N.  Claike,  Jaa.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Ciaiwkm,  Crarene, 
Qith^  O.  Davii,  John  Edwaida,  Breiett,  ftoaaen- 
deu,  nUmoi*,  A.  LawrenM,  Foster,  Galea,  G«ntrj, 
Oiddinga,  Goggtn,  Patridc  O.  Goode,  Orahun,  Gnm- 

r,  Ore«n,  Hall,  Halsted,  Bowud,  HudBOn,  Joseph 
Ingeraoll,  James  Irrin,  Wm.  W.  Tnrin,  James, 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Istao  D.  Jonei,  Jobn  P.  Kennedy, 
Lane,  Una,  Mt^ennan,  T.  F.  Manhilt,  Samson 
"      1,  Uathlot,  Mattodu,  Haivell,  Maynard,  Moore, 


Bldgra*,  Bodney,  Willlaai  Boaiell,  Jamee  H.  Bus- 
■ell,  8altonatBll,  Sheppetd,  KmoDtmL  Slade,  Truman 
Bmlth,  Sailer^  Sipaeg,  Stanly,    Stdicley,  8tI«ltol^ 


lUiaferro,  John  B  ^ 

son,  Tllllnf^tatt,  Toland,  TomliMni,  TiipItU,  iH- 
bull,  Cndowood,  Tan  Bmaaslaer,  VOace,  VA 
ingtim,  Edward  D.  White,  Joa^  L.  WUu,  Jaqk 
L.  Williams,  Torite,  Angnatoa  Toong,  u^  Job 
Young— lia. 

Nan.— Messrs.  AniiwKai,  AthcrtMi,  Bewn,  Bi 
lack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Bnwrter,  Auib  T. 
Brown,  Hilton  Brown,  C.  Brown,  BaAt,  B,  E 
Butler,  Wm.  Butler,  Wm.  0.  BnUer,  0.  W.  CU- 
well,  F.  C.  CaldweU,  J.  Ckmpbell,  W.  E  Ck>^ 
Carutheis,  Gary,  Cuey,  Oiapman,  CliSM,  fXiO*, 
Cotoi,  MaA  A.  Cooper,  Cm^  Danid,  Bidoid  IL 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Waenj,  Doan,  IMg,b» 
man,  John  C.  Bdwarda,  Ssbert,  John  Q.  Ftqd, 
Oariee  A.  Und,  Ftenanee,  Hmmm  F.  Fmi, 
Oanble,  Otfry,  OiWr  WHUam  0.  Qooda,  Osda, 
Goaline,  Owin,  HaberslMffl,  Harda,  Eialiip,  B^i^ 
Holmes,  H^ikina,  Boack,  HooitOD,  Hntaaid,  HiMa, 


AbraliaDi  McCleUan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKi;.  Ik- 
Keen,  Uallory,  Maiehand,  Alfted  MairiMll.  Jda 
l^maon  Muoq,  Mathews,  MedlH,  Hwmte, 
MiUer,  MIt«lKl1,  Newhaid,  Fatridge,  Fit»,  FUh 
Flomer,  Bead,  Bediog,  RenQber,  Kutt,  Eim 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  SanfW,  Bsondeia,  Sbtv,  SUA, 
Wuliam  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Bnmtcr,  Jiob 
Thompson,  Tamey,  Tan  Bnren,  Waid,  W»b^ 
WatteiBoo,  Weller,  Jamee  W.  WilUani,  CbriMpto 
H.  Willians,  and  Wood-Ill. 

The  Honse  decided  that  the  bill  shodd  tun 
its  third  reading  "  now." 

The  (jnestion  then  recurred  on  the  ptsHSt 
of  the  bill ;  on  which  the  yeaa  and  nayi  rtn 
called  for,  and  resnlted  as  follows : 

Tzia.— Mesne.  Adams,  Allen,  leidiff  W.  i> 


ftockfQ. 


t,  Baboo<^  Baker,  Barnard,  B 
Biair,  Boarduan,  Borden,  Botte,  Bii 

Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumdl,  O ,  — 

J.  Campbell,  Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C  CM, 
Btaley  N.  Clatke,  Jamee  Cooper,  Coven,  OuMi 
Cravens,  Cuahinz,  Oairett  Davia,  Jc^  E'tn'^ 
Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lanence  IMo, 
Oates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Go^,  PUrkk  0.  IkA, 
Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Halt,  Balited,  Hoinl 
HadsoD,  Joeeph  B.  luenoU,  James  IrTia,VAa 
W.  Inrin,  Junes,  WEUiam  Cost  Johnaea,  Imc  B 
Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  I^ne,  IJnn,  MolMK 
Thomas  F.  MarAaD,  bmson  Hsran.  MtaM-H* 
tock^  Maxwell,  Maynaid,  Moore,  I'ot*"' 21*^ 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Owdey,  Parmenter.pNite.Pm*' 
ton,  Pope,  Powdl,  Banwv,  Be^iamfai  Band^^ 
ander  Randall,  Bandolpfa,  RMgway,  Bodaey,  ffg* 


Rassell,   James  M.   Ruaaell,    i . 

amonWn,  Slade,  Tnmwn  Smith,  Bollets,  WS 
Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton,  Alexaodv  E  E  SW 
John  T.  Stoart,  fiummera,  TaUaferro,  ^^J'' 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Tbompeco,  Tffliii^Ai^ 
land,  TomUnson,  nMett,  IVumbnll,  rnd««*. 
Tan  Renwelaer,  Wsllace,  Waddngtm,  W?;!!'^- 
White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Joseph  L  WBI* 
Toike,  Anrurtus  Tonng,  and  Jobn  Teoof-III- 

Nam— Messrs.  Aningten,  Attcrtia,  Btas*^ 
ladt.  Black,  Bowne,  B(^  Btewsler,  Aa«  V- ^ 
Milton  Brown,  Owlea  Brawn,  Birke,  QmP""* 
Butler,  Wlllism  Butlv,  WillisBi  0.  Bitlw,  &*■  *- 
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Haiti,  Kichard  D,  Dnk  Drnmon,  J>W,  Debenyj 
Doa,  Ddg,  BMtDMa,  John  0.  EdwHdl,  ^bert, 
Jokn  6.  Flojil,  ObailM  A.  filled,  FonuuML  'HioaiM 
F,  FtMcr,  0«mble,  Q«i<7;  QUmer,  William  O.  Ooode, 
Gcriioa,  Ouoine,  Owlii,  Babenbam,  Hanis,  Hastings, 
fiijj,  Holmes,  Hi>[Aliia,  Hoock,  Hoostoii,  Hubu^, 
Hunter,  C  J.  Icgcnoll,  Jaok,  Care  Johnson,  John 
ff.  Joius,  Eeim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Einz,  LewiB, 
lilllefldd,  Abraham  HcClellan,  Robot  HcCtellan, 


n  juson,  ■HoewB,  mcoui,  aen- 
hell,  IfeiAaid,  Pafirldse,  Fajne, 
Md,  BmBdk,  iundier,  Rejnolda, 
I,  HooHvelt,  Bufted,  Saundcn, 


Iter,  HQler,  Hildiell,  Vt 
rUnii^  nnmer.  Bead,  ~ 

Bbett,  Bign,  Bonn,  R _, ,  

Ek>,  SUdda,  Wm.  Smith,  SnTder,  StAcnrod,  Som- 
tff,  Jacob  TbomiMm,  Tnriie]',  Tan  Buren,  Ward, 
Wirreo,  Wattenon,  Weller,  Jamea  W.  WiUiams, 
Oriaopber  H.  WUUama,  and  Wood— lis. 

llr.  J.  CooPKB  moved  &  reoonnderation,  and 
(HI  that  he  &9k«d  the  preTiomi  question ;  which 
wa*  nutained  by  the  Hooae,  and  the  recon- 
BideratioQ  via  negatived. 


IK  BBNATK. 

]f0SDA.T,  Jnl7  16. 
JU  Gnat  Tariff'  ^itl 

A  memage  was  reoeived  from  the  Honfle, 
tnasmittum  the  bill  to  provide  rerennes  from 
boporta,  and  to  ohange  and  modiff  existing 
lava  imposing  dntiea  on  imports  and  for  other 
pnrposea.    The  bill  was  reaa  twica,  and, 

On  motion  of  Ur,  Etajib,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  finance,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

S^Moi  0/  tilt  Banhrvpt  LcM. 
Vr.  Bnmiir  made  his  promised  motion  ask- 
ing leave  to  introdace  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
buitrnpt  act  of  1841,  and  supported  hia  motion 
La  a  speech  of  near  two  hours.  Els  motion 
iru  to  repeal  the  bill  for  imconstitntjonslitr, 
leaviDs  it  in  force  for  completing  cases  now 
dependiDg  under  the  limitations  which  would 
free  it  from  nnoonsUtotlonalitj.  The  points  of 
nneotistitntionalitr  on  which  he  particnlarlj 
dirsHwwe:  1.  The  discharge  from  debts  with- 
oat  the  consent  of  orediton.  i.  The  inftinse- 
mant  of  the  State  insolvent  laws.  8.  The 
sbc^tion  of  liens  under  the  State  laws.  He 
nndertook  to  show  that  the  act  was  framed 
nponthe  English  InsolveBt  debtors  act  of  the 
1st  of  George  IV.,  and  read  manj  sectdons  from 
that  to  prove  that  onr  bankrupt  act  was  t&ken 
from  it ;  and  that  onr  act  whs,  conseqoenttj, 
not  a  bankrupt  system,  bat  the  English  insol- 
vent act,  perverted  to  an  abolition  of  debts. 
He  gave  s  close  and  severe  examination  to  the 
srgnraeDts  in  favor  of  the  bill,  emedall;  Ur. 
Webster's ;  and  disputed  tbem  boti),  on  reason 
sod  anthority.  He  s^d  their  oMant  was  an 
abolition  of  debts,  and  so  avowed ;  and  read 
estnota  from  Mr.  Webater'a  speech  of  ]8i0  to 


show  it.  That,  to  get  at  this  abolition  of 
debts,  it  was  necessary  to  estabUsh  two  main 
podtioDs;  fint,  that  insolvency  and  bank- 
ruptcj  were  the  some — thereby  gaining  for 
Congress  Jnrisdiotioa  over  Insolvencies,  nnder 
the  pretext  of  the  bankrupt  power ;  leeondb/, 


oniformitj ;  and  by  virtue  of  that  onllmited 
power,  a  right  to  disohai^  tlie  debt  withont 
the  consent  of  the  creditors.  Ur.  B.  followed 
the  aranments  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  the 
civil  tew,  the  Scottish  law,  and  tbe  English 
law,  and  showed  that  insolvency  and  bank- 
ruptcy were  everywhere  distinct;  that,  under 
onr  sf  stem,  insolvencies  belonged  to  the  States, 
and  bankruptcies  to  the  Genwal  Qovernment; 
that  one  discharged  the  person  on  surrender 
of  property,  the  other  disouai^ed  the  debt  with 
the  consult  of  a  ro^ority  of  creditors  b  num- 
ber and  value.  And  he  averred  there  was  not 
a  bankrupt  system  on  earth!,  except  onr  act  of 
1811,  which  undertook  to  discharge  the  debt 
without  the  consent  of  the  creditors.  He 
denied  the  validity  of  such  discharges,  and 
B^d  that  if  he  were  a  jndge,  he  would  pay  no 
more  attention  to  them  than  to  a  chapter  from 
Gulliver's  Travels.  He  reviewed  the  doctrine 
of  Uie  e«stto  bonorum,  and  showed  that  it  was 
nothing  hot  onr  insolvent  law ;  that  it  was  in- 
troduced by  Julius  Csessr,  to  mitigate  the  bard 
fate  of  debtors  in  Borne,  by  releasing  theur 
persons  ou  the  sarrender  of  their  property, 
and  to  save  the  commonwealth  from  the  sedi- 
tions and  conspirades  which  were  founded 
upon  the  snffenngs  of  the  debtor  classes,  and 
which  had  so  oonvnlsed  the  State,  from  tbe 
secession  of  the  people  when  they  retired  to 
the  Mint*  Saeer,  to  tne  time  of  the  great  con- 
f^iraoy  of  Catiline.  He  showed  that  the  essrio 
of  the  civil  law  had  been  wronnly  quoted,  and 
tbat  the  law  of  all  Europe  and  of  the  whole 
world  was  against  our  act ;  that  in  England 
four-fifths  of  the  creditors  in  number  and 
value,  with  a  Judicial  certificate  of  int^ritj, 
were  necessary  to  disoha^[e  a  bankrupt  of  Us 
debts;  thatinFranoeit  was  the  same;  that  in 
onr  act  of  1800,  the  ooneent  of  two-thirds,  and 
the  same  certificate  were  required;  and  tiiat 
the  oivi]  law  was  still  more  strict.  But  it  ia 
impossible,  in  this  brief  notice,  even  to  state  all 
the  points  of  this  speech. 

Mr.  BKBRinr  referred  to  the  Joint  mie  which 
requires  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate,  in  coses  of  application  for  leave  to  in- 
tet>dnce  a  bill  to  effbctan  object  decided  against 
in  the  same  session.     He  had  listened  with 

nt  attention  to  the  argninents  Just  enforced 
tie  Senator  fWnn  Uissonri;  but  had  fluled 
to  discover  in  them  any  thing  that  had  not  been 
urged,  and  fblly  diaonssea  and  conudered, 
when  the  bankrnpt  bill  was  on  its  passage. 
The  same  argnments  were  also  repeatedly  jo^oA 
daring  the  disonsslona  on  the  snbjeot  when  the 
bankrupt  qnestion  was  before  the  last  Oon- 
gresB,    After  all  thic^    the   law    as   It   now 
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Btaiide,ha8  beeo  bo1«iiui1t  BSDoldoiied;  and  he 
oonld  therefore  see  no  new  gronndB  for  woour- 
Bg^ng  a  re'SgiUtion  aotlikelrtoefieotanjtUng 
practical.  Even  if  the  prcaent  Besaion  bad 
Men  BO  far  advanced,  he  thought  the  i 
ate  woald  at  oQoe  pen)eire  that  ita  time  ooglit 
not  to  be  thrown  awaj  on  diACoasiona  so  re- 
cently and  BO  amplT  conaidered  and  dedded 
npoD.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  leave  request- 
ed would  not  l>e  granted. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Ben- 
Ton'a  motion,  and  the  vote,  by  yeaa  and  naja, 
vaa  as  follows : 

YtAB. — M«8Bn.  Allen,  Bsgby,  Benton,  Bndwiua, 
GBlhoon,  Catbbot,  Fullon,  Gnham,  King,  Unn, 
HcRobertt,  Bivea,  Bevier,  Smilh  of  ConnecUcut, 
Spiwe,  Stuigeoo,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Woodbni;, 
Wright,  and  Toui^— 21. 

Nat*.— Kemrs.  Barrow,  Bites,  B^rrieo,  ChoOe, 
Clsyton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  (Mttenden,  Dajton,  Etuis, 
HendeiBOn,  Huatington,  Ker,  Uangum,  Merrrck, 
Miller,  Horeheed,  Porter,  Kmrnons,  Smith  of  Ipdljma, 
White,  and  Woodbrldge— 21. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
leave  to  introdnce  the  bill  was  not  granted. 

TcMDiT,  Jnly  19. 
Peiuion  Law*. 

EoDse  bill  No.  16C,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Sarsli  Besly,  widow  of  William  Besly, 
deceased,  and,  previona,  thereto,  widow  of 
Doctor  Henrj  AoBnu,"  was  taken  np,  and  oon- 
Bidered  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  Ghiham  thonght,  as  there  was  a  general 
law  in  preparation  which  wonld  embrace  this 
case,  it  would  be  well  perhaps  to  withhold  the 
present  bill. 

Mr.  Bates  pointed  out  that  the  bill  had 
been  so  nearly  matured,  and  so  many  bills  of  a 
similar   nature,  resting   solely  on    the    same 

Sriaciple,had  been  passed  this  session,  that  to 
elay  the  present  clum  would  be  an  fiividions 
distinction,  and  might  prove  nltinoately  ni^Dst, 
as  the  general  bill  on  Uie  enbjeot  might  not  be 
adopted  when  it  came  up, 

Mr.  liTss  asked  if  the  prindple  on  which 
the  bill  was  fonnded,  was  considered  by  the 
Gonimittee  on  Penuons  a  settled  question.  If 
it  was  not  olearly  recogniind  by  the  pension 
Uw,  he  thought  a  very  troubleenme  preoedent 
might  be  eBtablished ;  and  he  was  not  prepared 
to  vote  for  creating  a  new  class  of  eases, 

A  general  dutcnssion  ensued  on  the  subject ; 
those  in  favor  of  the  bill  before  the  Seuato  con- 
tending that  Hn.  Besly's  case  was  exactly 
similar  to  cases  admitted  and  acted  favorably 
upon  by  Congress  hitherto;  and  that  there- 
fore it  would  be  an  nnjnst  ezceptioa  to  delay 
or  place  in  jeopardy  this  meritorious  dum. 
The  general  bill  in  preparation,  it  was  oontend- 
ed,  would  be  proceeded  with  at  the  conven- 
ience of  Congress,  and  wonld  not  be  affected 
l>y  the  pasea^  of  this  specnal  bill.  Ilioee  who 
supported  this  view  of  the  subject  were  Uessra. 
Batbs,  BuKToratOK,  and  Snaioxa. 


[VnCt 


On  the  other  hand,  it  was  oonteadcd  tbitit 
was  always  better,  whenever  CoBgresi  cwld 
do  it,  to  legislato  b*  general  pnDciplet,tl]ul)j      j 
speoid  cases,  in  woich  ^tpeals  wen  mth  ts 
personal  feelings  and  sympaUiies.    Utbtpnn- 
ciple  was  right,  it  ahoold  embrace  all  tuttti     i 
the  kind :  if  not  rwbt  and  proper  on  puii     ' 
grounds,  there  ooiddbenoknowingbovtoiit     | 
on  special  cosei^  witboQtgreatpaitiilitjvii)-     I 
justice  to  those  etduded.     Ueavt.  Gum 
and  BccBAXAN  supported  this  view  of  th 
BubiecL 

Ae  danger  of  opening  a  new  door  to  diim 
on  the  penaon  liii  was  ably  urged  bj  Kesi. 
WsieHT  and  Caiaoitx,  They  contecdedftil 
no  such  constroction  ehonld  be  given  to  in 
law  of  1836,  as  that  it  was  intoided  totiM 
to  oases  of  this  kind. 

It  appeared  that  the  permanent  peniionli* 
of  lB3a  was  intended  to  be  for  the  beMfit  d 
widows  of  revolutionary  aoldier^  married  t 
the  lime  of  the  revolutionary  war ;  in  coaadc- 
ation  of  the  hardshipa  they  endured,  «  tk 
services  they  rendered  by  taking  cue  of  ttw 
soldiers  and  their  families,  while  their  own  tJoi 
was  taken  up  in  the  service  of  tbe  coQcti^. 

The  pension  law  of  1838  was  intended  too- 
tend  the  benefits  of  tbe  pension  list  to  n'Am 
married  to  revolntionary  aoldiers  lAtr  tk 
revolutionary  war,  but  prior  to  11H;  mik 
ground  that  those  who  married  those  veletai 
at  an  advanced  age  were  entitled  to  their  {o- 
sioos,  in  oonsideratien  of  tbe  care  aod  itM- 
tion  neoeesarily  bestowed  npon  thNrdecfiuf 
years. 

Tbe  recent  praotioeof  Congress  had  bwB 
extend  tbe  benefits  of  this  law  to  widor^  ■ 
those  revolutionary  sol 
the  law  of  1838,  to  < 
widows  married  agun. 

Ura.  Besly'a  was  one  of  the  laUer  <itm.mi 
it  was  arged  npon  the  two  gronnda— &*,  1« 
case  being  origmally  one  c<HniDg  strictly  v^ 
intheproviMonsoftbelawof  1S38;  "i*.»2 
as  being  grounded  on  a  principle,  with  nfi" 
to  subsequent  marrii^  ftilly  sanciiontd  tf 
precedent  in  ths  action  of  Congreai  beH^ 

Mr.  CALBODir  sbowed  that  enormou!'  «n^ 
had  grown  up  out  of  sruall  b^ianicge.  ^^^ 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  War  Depumwl 
the  pension  system  was  ni^ed  with  assnrtiw* 
that  the  ultimate  ooet  wonld  not  eieeed  tK'^' 
000.  The  very  largest  -ooiyectiire  wm  I*'^' 
000.  Yet,  in  the  first  year  that  U  irfnl  is» 
operation,  tbe  demands  upon  that  fuM  <i' 
ceeded  two  mUlions  of  doUan.  So  it  "* 
with  the  law  of  1888.  It  was  said  then  «« 
but  few  oases,  and,  in  all,  they  would  w*  h- 
oeed  a  few  thousand.  Yet,  now,  tlw  *"* 
running  up  to  hundreds  of  thousaDdsofooDwi^ 
and  if  fiiis  new  nlaas  of  cases  were  added,  iwj 
would  be  no  knowing  where  tbe  system  vMt 

The  bill  waa  reported  to  the  Seosift  »=* 
read  a  third  time;  ud,  theyeaasadaviM^ 
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Ued  on  tta  paaaage,  it  wu  paaied,  bf  a  rote 
jtas  91,  nays  14. 

TmiBsiur,  Jnlf  SI. 
Ittttr  qf  Qenerai  Barriton. 
Mr.  Calbouk  prcwDted  a  petition  from  JTid- 
ifex  coimtf,  virstDlA,  In  &TDr  of  free  trade^ 
d  agunst  a  tariff.  Ur.  C  said  the  petition 
■■  received  here  during  Lis  abaenoe  tram  the 
7,  and  waa  forwarded  to  Mm  at  his  reed- 
nee,  and  was  onl^  retorned  raeterda;  eren- 

Mr.  O  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
r  a  feir  momenti  to  the  letter  of  General 
HTiMra,  at  Zaneeville,  appended  to  one  of  the 
•olationa  referred  to  in  the  petition.  He 
iihed  the  Seoretarj  to  read  the  letter,  and  fin* 
mtton  to  give  it  an  attentive  hearing.  The 
tter  waa  in  snpport  of  the  oompromise  act. 
The  Secretary  then  read  the  reeolndon  and 
tier  as  fbliows : 

lUiJMd,  That  when  the  l&te  "Wm.  H.  Hftrriwn 
u  elected  to  th«  Frendenc;,  under  the  Bolemn 
ieiffi  "  that  be  would  Dever  revlTe  the  tariff,  but, 
a  the  conliuy,  would  sa^iport  the  compromise  act, 
id  Tould  nrrer  conamt  to  its  being  altered  or  re- 
eled," we  had  the  Btroogcat  uaannce  that  the  prom- 
e  of  nun  oonld  affiwd,  IImI  oar  coutitT7  would  be 
«td  from  that  oneRMW  ajtteni — at  least  during  the 
nr  jeaiaofUaPreddenof;  and  those  of  ua  who  nu- 
ined  hii  election  apon  the  &ltb  of  those  pledges, 
id  cD-opented  with  U*  party  noder  the  confl&nt 
■peduion  that  ther  wonld  be  fnllj  redeemed,  on- 
IS  but  legaid  with  feelings  of  ptolhnnd  ast<»iisbnient 
od  r^ret  tba  ntter  repudiaUon  of  those  pledges,  by 
a  m^oiitj  of  the  party  einoe  bis  death. 

"ZunariLLK,  Nor.  3,  18S6. 
"OncTLnRx:  I  had  the  honor,  this  moment,  to  fe- 
An  fODr  oommnnlaBtion  of  yeslerdaj.  I  regret  that 
>T  reniarka  of  jesterdaj  were  mininderatood  In  re- 
iliiuto  the  tsrilfBTslsin.  What  I  meant  to  eonrey 
ia,ihat  Ilud  been  a  wann  advocate  of  tliatnBlem 
pan  ita  Onit  adoptlm ;  that  I  stUI  believed  Ui  the 
uefita  it  had  ctmlefTed  apon  the  oountiy ;  but  I 
ntunlj  never  had,  nor  ever  would  have,  anv  idea 
f  rotiring  it  Wlurt  I  said  was,  that  1  would  not 
P^  to  the  repeal  as  It  now  stands.  In  other  words, 
^  for  supporting  the  compromiie  act,  and  nnwr 
■iJJ  HJTM  la  ttt  bting  aUrrttt  or  rtptaUd. 
"  In  telaUon  to  the  Internal  improvement  sjitem, 
Kttr  Jon  for  mj  sentimenta  to  mj  letter  to  the 
nn.  Slwrnd  WilUams. 

"WmJAM  H.  HABBSON. 
^tssn.  DosTLn,  Tatlob,  and  alheis." 

Ur,  GuHouN  obaerred  that  the  Senate  had 
">w,  in  dtat  letter,  in  the  most  express  and 
olemn  form,  the  declaration  of  General  Harri- 
on  that  he  never  wonld  agree  to  change  or  re- 
j^the  compromise  act.  Whatever  doniit 
here  maj  be  as  to  the  oonrna  he  wonld  have 
"titQed  In  reference  to  a  National  Bank,  there 
s)!  be  none  now  as  to  his  course  in  reference 

■>  the  compromise  act    As  &r,  at  least,  ai 

^^tion  of  tariff  and  adheranoe  to  Hie  compro- 


mise act  is  ooDcemed,  the  death  of  General 
Harrison  has  presented  to  hia  supporters  no 
impediment  that  wonld  not  exist  were  he  liv- 
ing. Were  he  now  alive,  he  would  have  acted 
aa  Ur.  Tyler  has  acted;  and.  In  oonsistencjr 
with  his  own  declared  piinciplea,  he  would  be 
bonnd  to  not  aa  Mr.  Tyler  is  bound  to  act.  The 
party  now  in  power  supported  General  Harri- 
son thronghout  the  residential  canvaHB,  on 
the  grounds  of  his  acknowledged  principles. 
Here  he  has  idaced  them  beyond  doubt  mi  the 
vitalqneetionof  tariff  and  the  compromise  act; 
and  he  (Mr.  Oalboum)  wonld  sobinit  it  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  whether  they  do 
not  stand  pledged,  by  the  terms  of  this  lettor, 
to  the  rapport  of  the  compromise  act ;  ana 
whether  tiiat  pledge  would  not  be  grosslj  and 
palpably  violated  by  the  Hoose  bill  now  before 
the  Oommittoe  on  Finance.  There  is  in  that 
bill  a  provision  which  is  virtnslly  a  repeal  of 
the  compromise  act  With  what  consistency- 
can  that  provision  be  supported  by  those  who 
stand  pledged  to  General  Barrison^s  principlea 
upon  the  sabject,  so  tmeqnivooaUy  ezpressea  In 
the  letter  Jnst  read! 

He  moved  to  lay  the  petitimu  and  aooom- 
lanying  doonments  on  the  table,  and  that  they 
>e  printed. 

Mr.  CaiTTBiTDnT  denied  that  there  was  anj 
thing  in  General  HarHsrai's  letter  iDoonaistent 
with  the  course  which  Mr.  Olat  and  bia  frienda 
had  always  pursued  with  respect  to  the  com- 
promise acL  He  went  at  mnch  length  Into  the 
subject 

Mr.  Oalhotut  replied  with  great  animation. 

An  exciting  debate  arose,  which  ooonpled 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  upwards  of  two 

The  petitions  and  papers  were  laii  on  the 
table,  and  the  qnest^on  en  printing  was  re&ned 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Ur.  Etaub,  from  the  Conmfttee  on  Finanoe^ 
reported  hick  to  the  Senate  with  nnmemoa 
amendmenta,  the  tariff  bill  from  Uie  Hoose; 
which  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BOnSE  or  REFRESENTATIVICB, 

Tqdbbhat,  Jnl7  21. 
Bankrupt  La«. 

Mr.  BooBsm-T  resnmed  his  speech  on  the 
extension  of  the  banrkopt  lav  to  banking  in- 
oorporatJons.  Bis  object  he  said,  was  to  pro 
oure  an  ezpresmon  of  ^uiicni  from  all  sides  of 
the  Honse  on  this  very  important  qneetion — 
very  important  as  to  a  leading  interest  of  the 
country ;  and  he  proceeded  to  show  why  the 
extendon  of  the  bankrupt  law  waa  Just  and 
constitntionaL 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  true  character  of 
the  debtor  corporation,  under  our  inatitutionst 
As  the  stockholder  was  not  made  liable,  what 
was  the  real  liabili^  I    Why,  if  the  bankrupt 
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l&w  were  extended  to  theae  UMoUUons,  in  the 
eztgenof  of  ita  ■ppUoBtiou,  it  wonld  oonstat,  in 
iiioe  cEiBee  out  of  ten,  of  a  bodj  of  promiwoiy 
noteB  held  by  the  oorporatioD,  against  a  anm- 
ber  of  individaalB,  oooMHting  mainly  of  the  offi- 
cers and  friends  of  the  inBtitntion,  or  of  tlie 
friends  of  ita  officers.  And  vaa  there  any  thing 
in  the  coiutitntdon  to  exempt  that  class  tnra 
IiahiUt7  f  Why  ahonld  the  debtors  to  these  in- 
stitntionB  be  pwmitted  to  roam  at  large,  and 
defy  anr  tntanerenoe,  wbile  the  debtors  of  in* 
diridnals  vera  to  be  held  liable  I  He  should 
think  thia  consideration  wonld  satisfy  the 
Honse  that  the  kw  shoold  be  extended  to  these 
Incorporationa.  Bot  they  had  a  dnty  to  dis- 
charge^ besides  pssdng  a  banbnpt  law.  The 
oonstitntion  dMOsred  that  Ooagren,  and  Oon- 
greta  only,  should  have  the  power — and  the 
otijeot  conld  only  be  aooomnliUMd  by  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power — to  regnlato  the  valne  of  the 
money  of  the  United  Btatee,  How  were  they 
to  do  thisf  Were  they  to  say  that  they  oonld 
do  it  by  affixing  a  uniform  stamp  on  their  is- 
soesl  That  doctrine  might  have  done  in  the 
dark  or  middle  ages,  bnt  it  wonld  not  do  now. 
Money  meant  every  specuea  of  money — not 
merely  gold,  ^ver,  and  oomar,  bnt  paper  also. 
I^  then,  it  was  the  dnt?  Of  Oongress  to  regnlat« 
money  ;  was  it  not  its  dnty  to  prevent  the  ex- 
eroiM  of  a  power  eloewhere,  which,  in  effect, 
destroys  the  regulation  of  the  standard  of  valne, 
so  far  as  ita  peoonlar?  Taloe  was  concerned  t 
Oonld  it  be  snppoaed  that  the  framere  erf  the 
constitution,  every  line  of  which  was  prwnant 
with  foresight,  intended  that  they  ahoold  be 
oonteoted  m  ith  a  mere  form  of  wwds  !  Oonld 
it  be  imagined  that  those  wise  men  intended 
tiiBt  there  sboold  be  snoh  a  state  of  things  as 
was  now  fbnnd  to  eiiat  — one  standard  in  one 
State^  and  a  widely  different  one  in  another  i 
and  evw  a  varialjon  on  the  opposite  rides  of  a 
river  of  from  1  to  GO  per  cent  in  the  value  of 
the  dollar,  ao  called  I  No ;  they  intended  the 
power  given  to  Oongress  to  be  carried  ont  in 
some  way  or  otiier. 

He  then  proceeded  to  point  oat  exerdses  of 
power  under  the  oonstitntioD,  which  would  Joa- 
tify  the  enactment  which  he  advoeatfid. 

Mr.  R,  referred  to  another  provision  in  the 
eonstitntion  which  wss  violated  by  the  irregn- 
lantiea  of  the  banking  system,  and  that  waa, 
that  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts.  The  expansions  and 
oontrscdons  of  the  cironlating  mediam — oon- 
b-acta  being  made  when  the  drcnlation  was 
high,  and  mforoed  when  it  was  low— operated 
as  a  perfect  violation  of  that  provision  in  the 
eonatttntion.  Hr.  B.  went  on  to  ehow  that 
Congress  was  not  perfbrming  ita  dnty  when  it 
neglected  to  provide  against  sach  a  stat«  of 
things ;  and  that  it  was  not  (as  bonnd  to  do  by 


<tf  the  United  States,  while  It  tnffered  anch  dis- 
orders in  the  eorrenoy  to  prevail  tbranghoot 
the  land.    Ur,  B.  next  went  on  to  diow  the 


iqjnriooa  effocts  that  the  expanwns  nd  Mn- 
tractions  of  the  banks  had  on  the  nuMfictir- 
ing  interests  of  the  oonntry,  and  that  ir^  tbt 
mannfoctnrere  were  vsinly  seddng  a  nmij 
through  a  high  tariff,  the  acij  *^  to  nn  ibt 
evil  was  to  apply  the  bankmnt  sydtn  to  Hw 
banks,  and  thns  put  it  ont  of  thar  povB  la 
canse  those  flactnationa  whidi  bare  prond  m 
iiq'nrionB  to  the  mannftotnring  interek 

AnxSona  to  take  the  eenae  of  tin  Hcut  ■ 
this qnestion,  hehadpreftaredareaofailioaiii 
Bubstitnto  fin-  that  of  the  Jndidarx  Ooimmtb^ 
and  he  wonld  now  antoiit  it  to  the  Eom.  Hi 
had  Bubmitted  it  to  several  membentrfbrtl 
political  partiea,  who  DOW  agreed  with  Uali 
the  propne^  of  snl^eetiaK  manned  eorfm- 
tions  to  the  proviiiona  of  ttie  bantontajMB; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  qnestioa  woald  lit  lihi 
onitatonoSL  llr.  R  then  read  the  MWiiif 
reaolntionasasnbetitnte,I)7W^ofa»adiH^ 
to  the  reeotution  of  the  Jndicivx  OtsnadlM: 

Etiolvtd,  That  the  repmt  be  recfHUDittciI,  ri 
tnatructiona  to  the  Cwnmittee  on  the  Jm&diitK 
prepare  a  bill,  to  lake  eSM  within  a  RMoedlctni 
from  the  paiBue  of  it  into  ■  law,  oooliiiiiii;  a  mUn 
system  m  bawnqilcy,  ^^ilie^ile  to  moicTt^  «r 
pmations,  to  be  raported  to  Congiess  it  iaKft 
searion. 

Ur.  S.,  after  a  few  more  remarks,  eoodsdi^ 
by  moving  the  previona  qne8tl<»i. 

Ur.  Babnabd  moved  to  1^  the  whok  m^ 
Ject  on  the  table. 

Ur.  BooaavxLT  aaidthat,  asthiiwcoldUt 
test  qneation,  he  wonld  call  for  the  yeHudn^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  aocorduidy  ■'den': 
and,  on  taking  the  qneetion,  it  resnlteaisfi>l)o*>: 
s.  Ancdd,  Babeock,  Bnat^&m 


HUton  Brown,  Jertadah  Brawn.  Bmad,  &m* 
H.  Butler,  Willkm  Butler,  Caihoon,  Jaia  Ck^M 
Thomu  J.  (kmpbell,  Ckralhets,  CtiUt.  Oittate 
John  C.  Claik,  fitaley  N.  OaAe.  Judo  Cnpa, 
CrOM,  Debenr,  ilUmore,  Qamble,  Oentoy,  Qitta 
Gilmer,  Granger,  Houston,  Howai^  ift^  ^ 
logenotl,  James,  Isaac  D.  Joneo,  Jobs  P.  EaD(d^ 
E%,  Levis,  Lino,  Uathiot,  Uattocka,  Kuvdl,  tv 
naid,  Uoore,  Uo^an,  Komnr,  OrixnCi  0^ 
Pope,  Powell,  Bunsay,  Bandali,  Bidgnj,  iii".- 
W.  Ruaeell,  J.  U.  RBMdl,  Trtnnan  ftutfa,  ^n«* 
H.  H.  Stuut^  Sanuners,  TaliafeiTa,  Mtt  E IW^ 
HOD,  RidMid  W.  Thonpecm,  Tolind,  Ttafa^ 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Warren,  WirtJitfi".  E^ 
D.Whhe,JoeephL.WWte,C   "       ■     -  ■" 

Tork«,Au " -* 

Nits.— 


lortBrswrt^fca* 


uHwa,  uirdseye,  B<Mden,  Bojd,  U— —.----  . 
AuoD  V.  Brown,  Chaiia  Brawn,  Boike,  Vilbaa 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Stride  C  Caldvd.  n> 
liam  B.  Campbell,  Carey,  Casey,  CMllW,  IWl- 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravena,  Cu*ii»  »?* 
Davis,  Richard  D.  Davia,  Dean,  ttoan,  ""t"* 
man.  Joha  C.  Edwsfd«,  febeit,  FeMtodM,  W"  t^ 
Floyd,  Charles  A.  Flf^  Pemance,  A-  L  »^ 
Ocry,  Otsgin,  Patri<±  Q.  Oooite,  WM«i  0  «* 
Gordan,  0™hia^  Gostine,  Harria,  H»J*  "t*? 
Honck,  Hudaon,  Oaries  J.  l^anifl,  ™*»  "■ 
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Itwfa,  Wm.  Cart  Jotmaen,  Cm  Jduwon,  Keim, 
Ilttl^dd,  Abitbnn  KoClellu,  Robert  NcClelUn, 
HeKiT,  HcKaod,  Hwohmd,  Alfred  KuebiU, 
bmaoD  UuoQ,  IfaOien,  HadlU,  ICiUer,  Wldi- 
dl,  Mocrii,  Newhud,  Fumenter,  Frtrid^  Fan- 
HOoa,  Plamer,  Betd,  Bedlng,  Banober,  BeyacMa, 
Bi^  Bogere,  Roonrelt,  Sai^ird,  Skimden,  Bh>w, 
Sben^nl,  Shlelda,  Bajim,  ^Higg,  Buulj,  Steenrod, 
Elotelej,  Svene;,  Jacob  ThomiMOD,  TUlinstiut, 
Taniej,  Tm  Bnren,  WiUkc,  WikI,  Waller,  Jimca 
W.  Wlllkiw,  Joaeph  L.  WilUanu,  and  Wise— lOS. 

60  tlie  Houe  refitsed  to  lo^  the  rwolatioa  on 
IbetaUe. 

The  jmrlods  question  on  Ur.  RooeXTKLT'e 
motioB  having  been  eeoonded  by  the  Honae, 


called  for  bf  eereral,  and  ordered, 

The  BnUMB  aud  the  m^  qaeetion  would 
ba  oa  the  ado^Uon  of  the  report  and  resolution 
of  the  Omunittee  on  the  Jadioiair,  the  pre- 
vious qneation  cutting  off  the  instniotions. 

ilr,  Axaou)  moved  to  laj  the  report  and 
reeolntioa  on  the  table ;  which  question  was 
dedded  in  the  nwative— f  eas  77,  nays  lOS. 

"    "       im  helped  that  one  honr  would  be 


After  some  oworition  and  debate,  In  which 
Hesars.  V.  0.  Jobnsoh,  Axkold,  and  Fortj 
Icok  part,  the  saggestion  was  assented  to,  ana 
committees  were  cdlad  on  for  reports. 

Sugar  Putji. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FiLUfosx,  a  resolntion  re- 
ported by  him  ftx>m  the  Committee  of  W^v 
tod  Heana  was  adopted,  osUlng  on  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treaenry  to  uoertain  the  qnantity  of 
aaeoharine  matter  in  difi^rent  kinds  of  aogar, 
with  a  view  to  the  mora  proper  a^nstment  of 
the  doty  thereon. 

Cumbtrlmd  Bailnad. 
Mr.  F.  fllao  reported,  from  the  Oomndttee  of 
Wxj»  and  Means,  a  biU  "  mafcing  an  appropri- 
atioQ  for  the  Otunberlond  road  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  for  oertain  har- 
^on : "  refured  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  atat«  of  the  Union. 

Oeneral  Appropriation  BiU. 
Ht.  5.  B.  InoKBSOLi,  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Tays  and  Heana,  repotted  a  bill  making  appro- 
prii^ona  fcr  anoh  omoers  as  were  not  provided 
for  in  the  general  apivopriation  bill ;  and  also 
for  certain  inddeatal  oxpensea  et  the  depart- 
-      ■         "         —       ''16  "Whole 


ICr.  8.  likKst,  fium  the  i<ame  committee, 
ported  a  bill,  which  had  been  passed  by  the 
Senate,  fixing  the  valne  of  the  poond  sterling. 

At  hia  Bo^ntlcm,  the  bill  was  now  oon^der- 
ed,  and  pawed. 

[It  flxea  the  valns  of  a  pound  at  $i  84.] 


nouBK  or  BBPSEonrTATiyxB. 
Satubdat,  Jnly  38. 
Th»  Bantrvpt  Lam. 

The  Hoose  resnmed  the  conEideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committ«e  on  the  Judiciary,  de- 
cUring  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  indnde  banks 
and  otner  corporations  within  the  operation  of 
the  general  bankrupt  law.  The  several  motions 
to  l&y  on  the  table,  recommit,  Ao.,  having 
hitherto  foiled,  the  question  now  recaired  npon 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  committer 
declaring  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  include 
corporations  within  the  operation  of  such  a 
law.  The  House  refused  to  adopt  the  resoln- 
tion, by  a  vote  of  GS  to  118,  as  followa : 

TiAS.— Mewa.  Babcock,  Baraaid,  Bartn,  Bolta, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  WUlian  Butler,  Csnitbeia,  Odlda^ 
Outtenden,  Ciote,  Debeny,  Everett,  Ibemaa  F.  Foa- 
ter,  Gambia,  Oiddinn,  a«s^  Onhan,  OosUDe, 
Hontton,  Hnnter,  Junea,  BJog,  Uno,  Mattock^ 
Hoxwdl,  Uaynaid,  Heriwether,  Hoinn,  If  oirow, 
Oabwne,  Owaley,  Fayme,  FickeiH^  Fcpa,  Powdl, 
Alexander  BandalL  Bbett,  Kdmy,  Bo&iey,  Salton- 
Btall,  TnmiaD  Smith,  John  T.  Kuait,  Summen,  Sam- 
tar,  Taliaferra,  Ridiard  W,  Thompaon,  Toland,  Tom- 
Doaon,  Tramball,  Wanen,  Joaepli  L.  White,  Chris- 
topher H.  WilUaiu,  and  Torke— S8. 

*"  "  Adams,  Allan,   I^ndaff  W.  An- 


i.  Andren  A^mleten,  Arnold,  Ar- 
rii«:teii,  AthertoB,  Baker,  Bldbick,  Bbilseye,  Block, 
Boaidman,  Boidra,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Biewsler,  Bi^a, 
BrtosoD,  Aaron  T.  Brown,  Oharia*  Brown,  BuSo, 
Oraen  W.  Caldwell,  Fatrick  a  Caldw^  Calbonn, 
William  B.  Oampbell,  ThoRMa  J.  Canvbell,  Caaay, 
John  C.  Claik,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  CUffitrd,  ainton, 
Jamea  Cooper,  Cowan,  Cranston,  Ciavens,  CiuluDg, 
Daidel,  Oarrett  Davta,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Do^ 
Eartman,  John  C.  Edwardi,  Egbert,  Feaaenden,  flB- 
more,  John  O.  Floyd,  Cbaries  A.  Floyd,  Gientiy, 
Qerry,  Fatrick  G.  Qoode,  Granger  Gw!n,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Eania,  Hastlties,  HajB,  Hopkiiis,  EoiKk, 
Chariea  J.  Ingerw}!!,  J.  R.  IngenoU,  W.  W.  Irwin, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kcim,  J<din  P.  Kennedy,  Dme,  Ut- 
tMMd,  Abtaham  HoGMlaa,  Robert  HcClellan,  Mo- 
Kay,  HoEeOB,  Maidund,  Alfi«d  HanhoU,  Samson 
Masm,  Jobn  T.  Maaon,  MatUot,  Matbawa,  HlUer, 
UleMl,  Morris,  Netriwd,  PsnDenler,  I^tridge, 
Fendlelon,  Flumer,  Ramsay,  Beqjaii^  Raiidall.Bwid, 
Reding,  Rernokls,  Blgp,  Rocaevelt,  James  M.  Rus- 
aell,  Sanforl,  Saandets,  Sbepperd,  Stayder,  Stanly, 
Bteenrod,  Slakeley.  Sweney^aoob  ThonmeoD,  tWag- 
haat,Tun)ey,  ni»derwood,Tan  Boien,  Warf,  Wat- 
teiBMt,  James  W.  Williams,  and  JoeeiA  L.  WaUaini 
—118. 

Ur.  Booeim.T  ial<!  that  the  Hooie  having, 
In  effoct,  decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  in< 
elude  corporations,  he  would  move  to  recommit 
the  report,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bilL 

The  Sfuxxb  decided  the  motion  to  be  ont 
of  order. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Akhouo,  Babhud,  BooeiTKLT,  and  the  Spiak- 
KB,  on  a  question  of  order — 

Mr,  BoontVRLT  aaid  he  wonld  move  a  reoon- 
^eration  of  the  vote  Jut  taken,  and  eipl^ 
the  ot^eot  he  wiahed  to  attain.  Some  months 
riooe,  the  Honse  paaed  a  leaolDtion,  inttmot- 
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lug  the  Oommittea  on  the  JndiciarT'  to  ioqaire 
into  die  expedfenoy  of  indndtog  oorponUioDa 
in  the  operations  of  Qie  bankrupt  law.  The 
committee  reported  it  to  be  Inexpedient  The 
Boose  now  decided  to  reject  tlie  report  of  the 
Jndida:^  Omnmittee ;  and,  in  doiiu  so,  virtn- 
ally  decured  that  a  bill  ehonld  Im  brongfat  in. 
He  mored  to  reoonilder  the  rote,  In  order  that 
the  oommittee  ml&ht  be  Instmoted  to  Iiriog  in 
a  bU! ;  and  called  the  prevlons  qnestion  on  the 
motion. 

Hr.  Oifx  JoHNSoir  so^ested  to  his  friend 
from  New  "York  (Mr,  Roosbvklt)  to  withdraw 
hU  motion  to  reconuder,  uid  bring  the  qnestion 
before  the  House  on  on  (q>^eal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Ohur,  declaring  it  ont  of  order  to 
move  a  recommitment  of  ibe  report,  with  in- 
Btmotions  to  bHng  in  a  bilL 

Ur.  RooeiTSLT  having  complied  with  this 
reaoest,  and  appealed  fmn  the  Speaker's  de- 
ciBion — 

Mr.  Stjutlt,  observing  that  be  eonridered 
the  whole  effort  but  an  electioneering  move- 
ment, made  a  motion  that  the  appeal  be  Md  on 
the  table. 

This  motion  was  carried— ayes  91,  noes  63. 

nt  Freimt  TariflMti. 

Mr.  Babsabd,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
dioiary,  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  in  answer 
to  the  resolatioQ  of  the  Honse,  referring  to  that 
committee  the  circnlars  issued  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  collectors  of  the  oostoms,  in 
rdation  to  the  manner  of  collecting  dnties  on 
imports.  He  derired  that  the  report  be  Md  on 
the  table  and  printed,  and  moved  the  previons 
qnestion  on  the  motion. 

He  asked  the  Honse  to  reoeive  the  bill  which 
he  had  been  instmcted  to  report  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  so  that  It  could  be  printed. 
He  sent  the  bill  to  the  table,  and  It  was  read 
by  the  Clerk,  It  was  entitled  "  A  bill  to  snp- 
ply  a  temporary  defect  or  foilnre  in  the  laws 
relating  to  the  collection  of  dnties  on  imports." 
The  Clerk  read  the  bill  throngh,  as  UHlova : 

1.  Ihat  upon  all  goods  and  merdumdise  vfaich 
have  been  Imparted  bto  the  United  States  since  the 
SOUi  day  of  June  Ust,  or  shall  be  imported  between 
Uutt  day  uid  the  day  when  any  set  which  may  be 
paved  at  the  pi««eiit  seanon  of  Congress,  impedng 
ouUes  on  imports  shall  tiecome  a  lav,  md  go  into 
operation,  and  wliidi  goods,  wares,  and  tnenibandise, 
would  have  been  saMect  to  any  iatj  upon  their  im- 
portation, by  lawa  tten  edstiog,  if  they  had  been 
tmp<Hted  at  anv  lime  between  ttie  let  and  SOtb  day 
of  June  iMt,  uere  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 

Ciid  on  SQch  as  woold  have  been  lut^ect  by  such 
ws,  to  a  duty  of  SO  per  cent,  ad  valoretD,  or  more, 
«  duty  or  tsx  of  SO  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  and  on 
mdl  OS  would  have  been  sulfject,  by  such  laws,  to  a 
daty  of  leas  than  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  a  duty 
or  tax  (n  every  case  equal  to  the  doty  1*  whidt  they 
would  have  been  snljeet  by  such  laws. 

S.  That  alt  laws  eristiog  and  in  force  on  the  let 
day  of  June,  Impodng  duties  on  imports,  and  provid- 
iag  tor  the  eoltectioa  of  such  duliee,  and  all  pn>- 
viAma  in  such  laws,  or  any  of  them.  In  regard  to  the 


payment  of  du^eain  cadi,  or  the  ■Utmsn  of  tnfiR 
m  regatd  to  the  keeping  of  eoods  in  pd&  mm, 
InrgmritnappTiinnTTirTiln  inilttiniliitjifiniikj^ 
colleclen,  and  other  ofBoei*,  la  lepid  t*  fc 
criminatiiMS,  In  leganl  to  ^wlacki,  b  i^ 
to  palDB,  p^taltiee,  and  forfeitDia,  «i^  ig  tipri 
to  all  other  mattoa  and  thiags  antnoid  ia  nk 
lawa  and  provirions,  dial!,  so  Ew  as  (be  am  ai 
or  may  be  mUoable^  and  can  bea;ipliedtollaiK^ 
aa  an  act  for  bnpodng  and  eidl«cti^  •  dnt;,  a  ai, 
on  imported  goods,  waie^  and  stertiiudae,  h 
deemed,  and  laaen  to  be,  and  diall  be  in  fwe  b 
the  collection  of  the  dn^  or  tax  inpowd  b;  fltti  Ki, 
aa  Mlj  and  effectually  as  if  ereiy  regaiidoo,  icai*' 
tton,  penalty,  forfeiture,  proTi^an,  dmat,  ana, 
and  tiling  in  the  Uwsaf(afflaidjWei«iMeiteila,nd 
re-enacted  by,  this  act ;  but  the  nme  daH  m  ta 
deemed  to  be  revived  and  in  foiee,  bj  mf  llii;  a 
this  act  contained,  for  any  other  pnipoK,  ul  t 
any  other  eSbct  whatever. 

8.  Tbai  in  all  cases  of  gooda,  wire^  and  ned* 
dlse,  on  wiiicb  a  duty  or  tax  isimpoied  bjtliia^ 
and  upon  which,  on  thrar  tnpoitatiaD,  dotia  hm 
been  or  shall  be  paid,  under  laws  ni^MBed  U  bt  ■ 
force  for  the  ImHwiiion  and  coUectiaa  of  doba 
hnports,  since  the  80th  of  June  last,  awl  sUck  m 
ments  of  duties  have  been  or  Aall  be  oMik  ab 
protest,  it  ihall  be  Uwful  for  the  RqwctiiccDli* 
ors,  or  other  officers  of  the  customs  ta^ii!^ 
matter  in  charge,  (retaining  so  much  of  ndi  ttm 
paid  BS  ofcK^sald  under  protest,  as  win  tta^'^ 
duty  or  tax  imposed  by  ttus  act,)  to  mmt  mi  n 
over  the  excess,  if  any,  to  the  persoQ  or  paaa 
claiming  and  entitled  thereto. 

Mr,  Babkabd  moved  the  referencerf&lS 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  <»  the  suk  i 
the  Union,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Ur.  Ca.Ti  JoHiTsoir  thon^^t  it  wonU  U  Vr 
tor  to  pass  the  biQ  immediatdj,iiiilaiA 
gentieman  desired  to  debate  it.  He,  tbmtn 
moved  the  engrossment  of  the  bill 

The  Spsakkr  Informed  the  genlleniinfnc 
Tennessee  that,  bein^  an  appropristiai  i«3,  ■ 
a  bill  levying  taxes,  it  mnst  necessarily  p  Bi 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  Oars  Johmbos  snggeeted  that  itvBi 
bill  to  legalize  duties  atreaay  levied. 

The  Honse  then  referred  tie  bill  to  tbeC* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uu* 

Mr.  Adams  asked  If  the  report  irimldti 
printed  with  the  bill. 

Mr,  CiVK  Johnson  said,  if  it  was  but  to  * 
port  of  a  minority  of  the  oommitte^  be  she* 
object 

Mr.  Bi.iTNi>KSfl  begged  to  make  an  <il»* 
tory  statement;  andThaving  done  so,  te*" 
followed  by  Messra.  Roobstxlt,  Buotu'V  ^ 
MS.ZWSLL,  who  stated  the  positioD  in  •'lo 
the  matter  stood  in  the  standing  eonnim 
which  appeared  to  be  llus:  The  w™** 
consists  of  nine  members,  a  maj«i^  *f  '"? 
Mr.  aAusDKBB  nnderstood  to  be  oppwdw » 
oonclnmona,  at  least,  of  the  repcrt;  w' * 
meeting  which  adopted  Uie  report  ow^^'li 
tAx  members  only,  a  mdori^  of  whooi  (Uw* 
a  minority  of  the  committee)  gave  it  "^  ^T 
tion ;  and  thns  the  chsiimaa  was  jan'K'' " 
mtddng  the  report 
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Tbe  pnvioai  question,  which  Mr.  'Bknsitxa 
bd  moTsd,  wai  then  amtkined  hj  the  House ; 
ud  the  prinliiig  wu  ordered  by  yeas  and  oxjt, 
lytDuJtxityof  9StoM. 


nr  BSITATK 
UOKDAT,  Julf  2S, 
Tht  Tariff  BiU. 
On  motion  of  Hr,  Etxnb,  fhe  special  order 
wu  taken  up,  which  wu  tlie  consideration,  as 
in  Comaiittee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  Honse  bill 
So.  4T2,  "  to  provide  revenue  from  imports, 
ud  to  change  aM  modify  existing  laws  impos- 
iie  datiee  on  imports,  and  for  other  ^arposes." 
Ur.  £.,  leaving  the  details  of  the  bill  and  the 
vnendmenta  for  discnssion  as  they  shoold  oome 
sp  in  tlieir  order,  proceeded  with  an  exposition 
of  the  general  pnndples  and  neoeeait]'  for  the 
mearare. 

Ur.  E.  spoke  for  more  than  two  honn ;  and, 
hi  tlis  conrse  of  his  remarks,  dwelt  partionlarly 
on  the  exigencies  of  the  Government,  the  ex- 
hanat«d  state  of  tbe  treasnry,  the  requirement 
of  &om  twenty-six  to  twenty-seven  millions  of 
dollMS  to  meet  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
expenditarea,  and  the  impracticability  of  meeting 
the  decnaod  in  any  other  way  bnt  by  a  revenue 
ihun  coatoms.  He  inidated  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning  of  this  Oovemmeat  mider  the  present 
oonstitntion,  oommorce  has  nnifbrmly  met  those 
demands,  and  was  now  aa  well  able  to  meet 
them  as  at  any  former  period.  The  ooetoms, 
he  maintuiied,  had  for  the  last  half  centnry 
dona  more  than  this.  That  branch  of  revenue 
had  met  the  expenditures,  and  redeemed  the 
conutry  from  debt.  He  went  into  details  in 
proof  of  this;  and,  estimating  the  iccresaed 
consumption  of  increased  popnlation,  he  treated 
as  nnfonnded  all  apprehensions  that  the  dntia- 
ble  imports  were  not  perfectly  competent  to 
bear  a  revenue  of  twenty-ux  or  twenty-seven 
millions  of  dollars.  He  contrasted  tlie  plans 
propoeed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House 
of  Representative^  and  the  Finanoe  Committee 
oS  tfa«  Senate ;  and  showed  that,  ilthongh  they 
differed  in  many  reapeots  as  to  details,  they  all 
came  nearly  to  the  same  conclnnon,  that  ft  wse 
practicable  to  r^ae  between  twenty-six  and 
twenty-seven  millions,  without  trenching  on 
the  diapated  ground  of  protection,  for  the  sake 
of  protection.  He  admitted  there  was  a  great 
difficnlty.ia  making  discrimination,  in  ascer- 
taining uie  precise  point  where  incidental  pro- 
tection changes  into  direct  protection ;  but  he 
believed  the  present  bill,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  the  Finance  Oommitlea  would 
keep  that  point  more  steadily  in  view  than  any 
other  plan  which  ooold  be  matored  at  this  late 
period  of  the  season ;  and  would,  in  no  mate- 
rial ingtaoce,  depart  from  the  geueral  i)rinoiple 
of  revenne  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  with  such 
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The  demands  of  tbe  year  will  be  from  twen- 
ty-six to  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  The< 
receipts  it  was  imposuble  to  estimate,  with  any 
degree  of  precision.  The  cuatoma,  dnriiig  the 
firat  half  of  the  year,  were  scarcely  eight  mil- 
lions ;  and,  for  various  reasons,  it  might  be 
doubted  if  they  would  be  more  for  the  second 
half,  ooleas  this  bill  was  speedily  passed.  The 
paaaage  of  this  bill  would,  however,  remove  all 
doubts  of  tube  Oovemment  being  sustained,  and 
the  public  credit  munttuned.  The  reliance  on 
its  adoption  had  already  restored  oonfldenoe,  aa 
evinced  in  the  improved  rates  of  trdaaury  notes 
and  Ooverament  stock.  Once  the  bill  became 
a  law,  there  would  be  no  difflonlty  in  obtain- 
ing whatever  loan  the  present  demands  on  the 
treaanry  might  require,  or  the  growing  exigen- 
cies (till  the  revenue  came  in)  might  call  for. 

He  defended  the  claose  repealing  the  proviso 
of  the  distribution  act,  which  restores  to  the 
treasory  the  land  fhnd  in  the  event  of  dnties 
exceeding  SO  per  cent. ;  aod  contended  that 
the  shook  which  the  withholding  of  that  fnnd 
from  the  States  would  give  to  the  Btate  credits 
directly,  would  be  felt  Indirectly  by  the  Gen- 
eral Oovemment  with  equal  severity.  The  In- 
creased embairaasmenta  of  the  Stat«8  would  be 
reflected  on  the  General  Government,  which 
oonld  mncb  better  spare  that  fund  than  the 
States  could  do  withont  it.  It  was  not,  how* 
ever,  a  subject,  the  discussion  of  which  he 
wi^ed  to  antidpate,  or  which  he  felt  any  dis- 
position to  eater  upon  at  all ;  believing  tnat  it 
was  ao  folly  understood  by  ^e  whole  country, 
that  to  ai^e  f\uiher  upon  it  was  a  mere  waste 
of  time, 

Mr.  Abohtr  suggested  that,  as  tbe  first  amend- 
ment which  proposed  a  reduction  of  from  Jive 
cents  to  three  and  a  half  cents  on  bagging,  was 
one  in  which  the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  not 
now  in  their  places,  felt  some  interest;  and  as  the 
honr  waa  too  late  to  proceed  witJi  any  general 
discnsuon,  it  would  be  beat  to  postpone  the 
fbrther  conMderation  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow, 
and  take  up  the  navy  appropriation  hill  with 
the  House  amendments,  awaiting  the  decision 
of  the  Senate. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  postpone  the  farther 
oonaideraUon  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Fbisat,  July  S9. 

EnliitmtnU  {Black  and  White)  and  the  Eooe 

Cat*. 

The  bill  to  r^^ate  enlistments  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  Dnited  States  came  up  in  its  or- 
der, 09  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  amend- 
ments from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
including  enlistments  in  tbe  marine  corps.  The 
amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OA-tnous  sua,  if  be  heard  the  bill  cor- 
rectly read,  it  allowed  of  the  enlistment  of  all 
free  persons,  withont  distinction  of  color.  He 
asked  the  Suiator  from  Delaware  (Mr.  B^takd) 
whether  it  was  Intended  to  allow  of  the  enlist- 
ment of  free  o^troes  and  mulattoes  I 
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Mr.  BiiASD  replied,  that  the  bill  was  not  in- 
tended to  encoarage  the  enlistment  of  snch  bb 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolioft  alluded  to. 
It  left  the  laws  in  that  reject  as  thej  now 
stood— that  ifl,  left  the  diBCretioa  to  the  proper 
department.  Be  presimied  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  were  not  going  to  order  the  enlistment  of 
negroes. 

Mr.  Oalhouk  re«narked,  that  the  Senators 
w(ra]d  all  remember  the  celebrated  case  of 
Hooe,  abont  which  so  mnch  noise  was  made  in 
the  midst  of  the  last  Pre^dential  campaign.  A 
favorable  opportunity  was  now  ofibred  to  cor- 
rect ttie  evU  of  eollHtJng  negroes  and  mnkttoes 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He  aaked 
the  chairman  on  Nftval  AfiiUrs  to  amend  tJie 
bill,  «o  as  to  ezoept  negroes  and  mnlattoes&<»n 
enlistinait,  save  for  themuposes  of  oooIcb,  ser- 
Tanta^  and  stewards.  He  hoped  the  bill  wonld 
be  BO  altered  as  to  reftd  *'  free  white  men,"  ex- 
cept for  the  ot^eots  indicated. 

Mr.  Batasd  SDgg««ted  that  the  Senator  &om 
Sonth  Oarolina  would  accomplish  the  purpose 
be  desired,  by  moving  tils  amendment  in  the 
form  indicated  bj  him.  He  (Ur.  fi.)  did  not 
wish  to  be  nnderstood  as  accepting  the  amend- 
ment. He,  however,  dewred  that  a  vote  of  the 
Senate  be  taken  npon  it. 

Ur.  Ou;BOUN  moved  an  amendment  to  tlie 
effect  that  white  men  only  should  be  enlisted, 
except  for  cooks,  serTants,  and  stewards,  for 
whidi  offices  negroes  or  molattoea  might  be 
employed.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  0.  Bud  they  wonld  ail  remem1>er  the 
Hooe  case.  From  what  transpired  with  refer- 
ence to  that  case,  the  foot  was  obvions  that  it 
WBS  wrong  to  bring  negroes  into  the  servioe  of 
the  United  States,  and  place  them  in  oontaot 
with  the  white  man.  It  was  wrong  to  bring 
those  who  had  to  sostain  the  honor  and  glory 
of  the  country  down  to  the  footing  of  the  negro 
race—to  be  d^raded  by  being  mingled  and 
mixed  np  with  that  inferior  race. 

Ur.  Batabd  said  the  oase  of  Hoo«^  which  the 
Senator  allnded  to,  was  a  case  of  t««timony  al- 
together, which  tlie  department  had  fall  power 
to  regulate ;  or  it  might  be  rwnlated  by  atot- 
nte,  if  necessary.  He  would  only  ssf  th^  dnr- 
ing  the  Rerolntionwy  war,  there  were  several 
in  the  service  of  the  coontry,  who  served  with 
great  advantage  to  it.  and  proved  themselves 
to  be  excellent  seamen,  and  br«ve  and  gallant 
men. 

He  was  not,  therefore,  disposed  to  introdooe 
•n  exception,  which  wonld  deprive  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  service  of  these  men,  if  it  shonld 
be  deemed  hereafter  necessary.  So  fbr  as  the 
Hooe  case  was  conoerued,  he  wonld  repeat, 
that  it  was  rimply  a  t»se  of  admissibility  of  te«- 
tlmony,  which  the  regolations  of  the  depart- 
ment oonld  reaoh,  or  wiiich  might  be  regulated 
by  statnto, 

Ur.  CALHoniT  said  there  was  a  deep  pr^n- 
dice  in  every  pert  of  the  Union,  ana  in  the 
South  parUcnlarly,  which  makes  a  disorimina- 
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tion  aud  disdnctioa  between  the  two  ncu,  ttd 
which  ought  to  be  respected.  He  va  miv- 
stood  to  say  that  the  Sonthem  Btotea  hat  k^ 
since  token  measures  to  prevent  the  iaCndM- 
tion  of  negroes  into  the  sea  service.  Be  tf^ 
of  the  dehoate  interests  of  the  Sonth  with  n{- 
erence  to  this  question,  and  oi  the  diran- 
stoooes  which  bsa  tnuu^ired  growuu  tnt  d 
the  policy  of  Qreat  Britam,  which  renaotd  ik 
ezoloiion  of  negroes  £rom  the  service  u  oh  d 
the  utmost  importance.  And,  altha<m^  be  «■ 
willing  to  admit  that  we  have  had  in  Uiew- 
vice  fi^od  black  stulors,  yet  it  was  of  toon  im- 
portance to  respect  the  feelings  of  the  w\iit 
s^lors,  and  to  prevent  th^  d^radstion,  tha 
to  retmn  those  negroes,  however  well  qoiliU 
to  perform  marine  Bervic«.  At  all  ei^^  km 
respect  onght  to  be  hod  toagreat  fortinot 
the  Union,  which  was  extremcdy  aenatira  ^ 
the  subject 

llr.  Tu-PAX  eoold  see  no  reason  for  idoplai 
the  amendment.  He  was  not  aware  that  lb 
employment  of  negroes  in  the  public  ktvu 
hod  ever  proved  i^urions  to  it.  Thai,  ikr 
not  leave  the  matter  as  it  bod  stood  hentofimt 
He  saw  no  necesnty  for  a  change  of  th«  Im 
in  this  respecL  But,  on  the  other  hand,  w^ 
Injury  might  result  to  the  snvice.  It  n^  k 
impossible  to  man  onr  veesela  of  war  inodia 
emergencies,  or  in  some  peculiar  csws,  mka 
officers  were  allowed  the  dimretitHi  to  m^. 
negroes  or  mulattoea.  Onr  natioo*!  iw 
might  1m  in  a  portion  of  the  oonnliy  *^ 
white  seamen  could  not  be  procured,  sod  » 
oeawty  might  require  the  eEafMoymeBtefUi^ 
But  he  oonoeived,  if  the  law  was  left  M  it  K" 
stood,  that  negroes  and  mnlattoes  would  MU 
engaged  if  it  could  be  Avoided.  Vo  erilw 
resulted  so  far,  and  no  evil  was  likely  tc  itsA 

Ur,  Phklps  had  bis  fears  that  the  ioHrpn 
tion  of  the  omendmant  in  the  bill  miglil  pw 
detrimental  to  the  pnblio  service.  lioBH  ^ 
late  war,  the  das*  now  proposed  to  be  cidaw 
from  the  navy  had  proved  to  be  of  gral » 
vice.  He  wtrald  menticm  one  iueUiKe.  k 
1814,  when  UcDtAongh  Stt«d  out  tbs  it»* 
Lake  Ohamplain,  he  f«Kmd  it  extremely  difi» 
to  prooore  white  seamen ;  and,  on  the  ocom 
of  bis  splotdid  victoij,  the  grccter  portiiii  ■ 
the  siulors  onder  his  oomniaiid  were  bUck  ■ 
a  war  should  again  o«aur,  it  wonld  be  doiit<lB> 
necessary,  in  fitting  out  onr  fleets,  to  nsot  B 
the  ooune  pursned  at  that  time,  in  thii  \a»- 
alar;  and  he  hod  no  tort  of  douU  that  th<  » 
snlt  of  the  action  on  the  lakes  w«uld  hsn  bNC 
entirely  different  from  what  it  was,  i^  *•  JJ 
ployment  of  a  motley  and  meoUed  ortw  »< 
b«m  prohibited.  We  were  Indebted  fi«  «« 
victory  to  the  practice  of  intrododog  b«|k* 
on  board  of  our  oxroed  diipa.  He  tbMf^  t» 
if  the  amendment  should  prevail  it  »w»  "■ 
Jure  the  service,  without  indndng  i  ««"* 
roonding  benefit,  ItwaadonbtlesstnwtMitM 
ciepartment  wonld  prefer  white  meo;  but,  a 
they  oonld  not  be  procured,  he  coiild  w J* 
reason  why  the  practice  of  the  C  '" 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATBS  OF  CONGBESa 


kbB.] 


[Jolt,  ISU. 


Hit  bad  beenfrCHn  the  beginaing,  ebonld  not 
Im  ooDtLDtMd :  and  ha  aav  do  leaaon  vh;  the 
RrriM  Bhould  soffer  from  the  pr^adioee  of  b 
pi^on  of  the  people  of  oar  oonntrf .  If  there 
riwnld  be  ouj  dimcnltr  as  to  the  oompetency 
tf  the  colored  buIots  for  witneHea,  It  would  tie 
I  tabject  to  be  settled  by  the  department,  or  hy 
Oongress ;  and  it  had  no  connection  whatever 
witb  tbe  amendment  now  before  tbe  Senate. 

Hr.  OuMoaw  waa  nnderatood  to  sajr  that  the 
introduction  of  blsoks  into  the  aervioe  might 
biTB  Dccuiimed  an  indiBpomUon  on  tbe  part  of 
wbite  lailora  (who  felt  tnemselfes  degraded  bj 
■n  BSKciation  with  negroes)  to  enter  the  aer- 
Tioe,  both  dnring  the  war  and  at  the  preaent 
tiine.  The  veir  reason  given,  then,  for  their 
eniploj'ment — the  scarcity  of  white  Bailors — 
Dtight  bare  occasioned  the  neeeasity  for  it.  It 
FH  tbe  natural  oonseqnenoe.  He  Bud  that,  in 
some  iiortiona  of  the  country,  negroea  were  ex- 
dndea  from  employment, — white  labor  being 
pKferred ;  and,  ahonld  nothing  be  done  to  pre- 
veat  the  blacks  from  entering  tbe  navy,  they 
would  seek  that  kind  of  employment :  end  thaa 
would  yon  throw  apon  the  negro  race  the  pro- 
tection of  tbe  uAtional  righta  and  the  defence 
(tf  the  natlooal  honor.  Be  did  hope  that  eo 
tmpartant  an  arm  of  the  nationetl  aervioe  would 
not  only  be  placed  in  the  keeping  of  freemen, 
bat  those  beudng  onr  own  complexion — having 
tbe  glory,  and  honor,  and  iateresta  of  the  conn- 
try  at  heart. 

Ur.  Abohkb  remarked  that  it  speared  to 
him  that  thia  was  a  amall  matter;  and  he  tmab- 
ed  that  !t  would  not  be  magnified  into  a  great 
one.  A  small  number  of  blacks  only  wonld  be 
Mclnded  by  the  amendment;  and,  for  that 
nason,  oi  well  a«  with  a  view  t^i  indulge  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  he  woold  give  to 
it  his  mtpport. 

Hr.  BuiTon'  wonld  only  aay  that  arma, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  ought  to  be  borne 
by  the  whit«  raoe  only.  This  was  the  first 
time  he  ever  heard  that  the  block  raoe  carried 
anzis.  Be  was  opposed  to  it,  and  was  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Bonth  Oarolino,  (Hr.  O&i^ 
noun.) 

Mr.  Tooira  said  this  was  a  question  whether 
or  not  they  woold  introduce  into  the  navy,  as 
a  part  of  the  material  of  the  navy,  negroes  and 
colored  perBonfl. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Hr,  C^LHOini  prohibiting 
the  enlistment  of  negroes  in  the  naval  and  ma- 
rine service,  exc^t  as  servant^  stewards,  and 
cooks,  waa  adopted  on  yeaa  ami  naya,  by  tbe 
following  vote,  viz ; 

TaAS. — Heaan.  iUta,  Amber,  Bigby,  Barrow, 
kyuil,  BentOD,  Beirien,  Calhoun,  Conrad,  Cuthbeit, 
^altoa,  Orabam,  King,  Umi,  Wangiim^  Preet<Mi, 
tiTed,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Wilk- 
»,  Wilcot  Woodbuiy,  and  Totmg— 34. 

XiTB. — Hesan.  Biles,  Cboate,  Claftm,  Crafts, 
)tylon,  Evans,  HilleT,  Ffaelps,  Potter,  Kmmons, 
Imith  of  Indiana,  f^ragne,  ^^pan,  White,  WlUiams, 
ad  Woodbridge — 16. 


The  hill  waa  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendmenta  of  the  Oommittee  of  the  WiuAa 
were  oononrred  in. 

Mr.  PniBTOM  moved  an  amendment  prohibit- 
ing the  enlistment  of  negroes  in  the  army; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

B^rnsD^T,  July  80. 
7%«  Tariff  Bill, 

Hr,  DvAira  having  called  for  tbe  resumpdon 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yeaterday — 

The  hill  "  to  provide  revenue  from  imports, 
and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  porposea," 
was  taken  np,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole; 
Che  qoestioo  pending  beii^  on  Ur.  Oalboub's 
modified  amendment  to  the  Elnance  Commit- 
tee's amendment,  wbicb  was  to  change  the  du- 
ty on  cotton-h^ging  from  6  cents  to  8^  oenta 
ptiT  square  yard;  Ur.  Calhoidi's  first  proposi- 
tion bmng  to  snbstltate  2  cents  for  8^,  hut 
modified  subsequently  to  a  proposition  to  make 
the  dnty  on  cotton-ba^ng,  or  other  imported 
substitute,  iiO  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Ur.  BiTiKB  s^d  much  had  been  s^d  about 
protection.  The  whole  of  this  hill,  ttom  begin- 
ning to  end,  was  a  bill  for  protootlon;  and 
reveune  was  but  a  secondary  object.  A  great 
number  of  articles  included  in  tbe  hill  were 
taxed  to  prohibition ;  and  this  ba^ng  was  one 
of  them.  In  regard  to  protection,  he  (Vr.  8.) 
had  but  one  word  to  say.    He  attominsted  the 


they  mean  by  incidental  protection  t  If  it  were 
that  proteotaOD  which  waa  derived  from  taxes 
Idd  for  revenue,  be  it  so ;  bnt  he  was  averse 
to  it,  even  in  this  shape.  He  was  opposed  to 
protection,  uther  dh«ot  or  Indirect,  oonridered 
aa  protection  per  »».  He  was  averse  to  being 
taxed  fbr  the  benefit  of  his  neighbors.  It  wai 
not  right.  It  waa  not  according  to  the  cchq* 
mand  which  says,  "  Thou  alialt  not  oovet  thy 
neighbor's  goods."    There  was  no  honeety  in 


just  as  well  take  what  he  had  by  force,  as  by 
uiia  particular  leg^ation. 

TUa  being  a  bill,  then,  fiir  protection  as  he 
conceived,  and  not  for  revenoe,  he  oonld  not 
give  it  his  support, 

Ur.  Bbhton  woold  avaO  himself  of  tbe  prea- 
ent motion,  to  state  the  prlndplea  on  whion  ha 
ahonld  give  his  vote  on  the  different  items  in 
the  bill.  Ee  waa  for  a  revenue  tariff;  for  the 
Government  needed  revenue,  and  moat  have  ib. 
But  In  ndalug  the  revenue  which  the  Govern- 
ment needecC  bo  would  ^sorlminate  between 
luxuries  and  neoeesarles — between  articlea- 
mada  or  not  made^  at  home;  and  would  ao 
diatribnte  the  imposition  of  datiea,  as  to  afford' 
incidental  protection  to  home  industry.  Thia 
industry  divides  itself  into  three  great  hTanobes ;. 
agrioultore,    monn&atarea,     and    ctnnmeroe. 
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Th«M  broDohes  of  indartir  rank  In  relatire 
Importanoe,  in  the  order  named.  A^ricolttue, 
Tuch  farniBhee  the  meana  of  raboBtenoe  to 
sua  and  to  beact,  ruka  flnt,  Haan&ctiireK, 
which  fftahlon  and  pT^Mi«  the  prodootsitf  agri- 
enltnre  and  crude  materiala  for  the  nae  of  man, 
stands  aeooDd.  And  oommerce,  which  es- 
dungea  the  laperflnities  of  nationa,  and  pro- 
motes dvilisation,  atanda  third.  The^  ai«  all 
three  great  inteteata ;  bnt  thoj  have  their  rela- 
tive and  their  degreei  of  importance ;  and,  in 
extendiog  the  Inddental  protection  which  the 
levf  of  oeedfbl  rerenna  wonld  oocfbr,  he  wonld 
be  governed  b^  th^r  relative  importance,  and 
would  go  bigheat  for  Oiat  which  waa  moet  im- 
portant. Be  wonld  go  highest  for  the  agriciil- 
toral  interest ;  that  la  to  aaj*,  would  lay  the 
bigheat  revenne  dn^  on  the  foreign  imporia 
which  came  into  competition  with  the  prodneta 
of  onr  own  agricnltnTe.  Now,  what  waa  a 
nveane  daty  t  This  was  &  question  of  some 
laUtnde,  and  anaoeptdble  of  varioaa  answera,  if 
answered  in  the  abatract ; — bnt  very  simple,  if 
oonfined  to  facts.  The  answer  to  uie  queation 
«Bly  requires  two  points  to  be  established, 
namely :  the  amount  of  revenne  required,  and 
the  amoont  of  the  dutiable  articles  which  are 
'to  ralae  it.  These  pdnta  establided,  and  the 
rate  of  dnty  results  of  Itaelf ;  and,  in  the  pres- 
eot  case,  wonld  give  us  an  average  dn^  of 
tbont  EO  per  cent,  on  the  valoe.  The  amount 
of  revenue  needed  for  the  Qovemment  is  atated 
by  the  committees  at  about  twenty-seven  mil- 
Boos— not  the  thirteen  millions  mentioned  be- 
fore the  decttoD,  The  amount  of  dutiable 
articles,  after  deducting  re-ezportstions  and 
free  articles,  ia  estimated  at  abont  ninety  mil- 
Hona.  Thirty  per  cent  on  this  amonnt  would 
give  twentv-eeven  milUona— the  amount  r»- 
qtdred ;  ana  the  whole  to  be  taken  from  the 
customs,  if  the  landa  are  not  reatored  to  Uielr 
destination.  IT  the  lands  are  restored,  the  rate 
of  the  duty  will  be  lees.  Mr.  B.  wonld  attil 
hope  to  see  the  land  reveune  restored,  and  the 
nte  (^  dbty  proportionably  reduced ;  but,  for 
the  present,  he  would  follow  the  committees, 
and  asamne  abont  80  per  centum  to  be  the  rate 
ef  duty  which  the  wants  of  the  treasury  re- 
quired. This  was  the  average:  the  actual  duty 
would  be  above  that  rate  in  some  instances — 
bdow  it  in  othen.  The  bill  before  the  Beuate 
nee  aa  idA  as  100  or  200  per  centnm  on  some 
artides.  Be  (Ur.  B.)  oodd  not  admit  audi 
doties  to  be  revenne  duties.  Be  could  not  oon- 
arive  of  a  revenue  duty,  the  maximum  of  which 
diould  exceed,  or  materially  exceed,  80  per 
eentom.  Thir^-three  and  a  third  was  the  one- 
tblrd  part  <A  this  ooet  of  the  article ;  and  a  tax 
of  mie-tbird  mnst  be  admitted  to  be  a  high  tax. 
Above  that,  the  dnfy  might  defeat  its  own  ob- 
ject, bf  diminishing  consumption,  or  inducing 
smonjing.  Thir^-three  and  a  third  per  eent- 
om, lie  would  then  assnme  as  a  roaiimum  rev- 
Mine  ^D^,  and  as  high  as  he  could  go  in  taj 
ftta.  These  were  his  principles ;  and  now  for 
tbe appIioatiaB.    Theartiole  in  qneaUon  ia  an 


agricultural  article ;  It  clawcs  with  ipiailtml 
articles,  and  belongs  to  the  agncnltmil  iat» 
est ;  for  tiiongh  the  ba^ng  and  the  n^  pm 
tbrongh  a  bctotr,  yet  the  Utu^  md  th 
hemp-field  are  side  by  aide ;  and  the  lytisij 
works  esclnaivelj  in  the  domestic  banp.  Us 
not  a  case  of  some  of  those  mannbcbiiMibJd 
are  called  domeetie,  while  tiiey  went  nji » {>■ 
sign  material—  fordgn  wool,  or  Inlei  foe  ot 
ample,  washed  with  foreign  soap,  gctaaed  <U 
foreign  oil,  dyed  wiUi  fortwn  ii%n£«iil!,ai 
worked  by  foreign  hands^  m  soma  imUu^ 
and  yet  called  domestic.  The  oottoD4a;iH 
rope-&ctoryisnatof  thatkind.  ItiiiUAom- 
can;  andttiongh  the  fitctoriesmsf  bel«v,pl 
the  farmers  who  suj^ly  them  with  bHBp  in 
numerous ;  it  la  thembre  sn  agricoltiinl  inls- 
est;  and  in  his  view  entitled  tolhehigbsik- 
indental  protection  whidh  Is  eonsBteslvi^i 


wouldssy  at  oDoe,  let  it  be  S8^  TOTCC-.  _.  . 
it  ia  not  on  the  value,  but  od  th«  jaid;  d 
here  some  difflcnl^  arises.  How  mxajt^ 
f«r  yard  will  be  the  equivalent  of  33^  *■'  ' 
the  answer  to  this  queation  reqiuresns  to  bti 
the  oost  of  the  foreign  arti<:]e.  Here,  u  t  e* 
tor  of  course,  we  have  different  priwa  qoM 
and  truly ;  for  the  same  article  maA  binff 
erent  prices  in  different  years,  and  even  in  *  ] 
same  year,  nnder  different  drcnmitsiMei,  Ih 
Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina  (Mr.  CiuM 

Jaotee  a  purchase  made  by  an  impcrtii^  is- 
hant  of  the  South  in  IMl,  at  4  and  S  pM 
sterling.  This  ia  eqnivsJent  to  8  and  IDtBtL 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Senator  fnxa  Euti^ 
(Kr.  OBrrrxHDBK)  gives  us  quota&HD  («  » 
years;  and  they  are  from  6^  pence  to  TiP^W 
tJiat  Is  to  ssy,  from  IH  to  IG  emU.  Ba 
qnotaticma  are  authentic ;  but  that  of  tit  3» 
ator  from  Eoitec^  mnst  predominate;  f«  > 
gives  Uie  prieea  for  a  aeries  of  jeti^  *lult^ 
Senator  from  South  Oarolina  oolj  P'* jj 
price  In  the  caae  of  a  single  purcbasb  An 
18  or  14  cent*  may  then  be  """^'^^Z 
average,  or  nsnal  cost  of  the  article  in  I***" 
and  Invernees,  whence  it  comea.  Hirt^-ttw 
and  a  third  p<ar  centum  would  be  tg^m^j 
cents  on  the  yard,  if  the  nmmng  lod  im 
yard  were  the  same.  Bnt  the  jwd  for  W| 
the  square  yard ;  and  thiais4iOrl,orSiiia^ 
narrower  than  the  other.  Th«i  a  dntjfl*  I 
cents  gives  more  than  8S^  per  oentam  on  ^ 
valne;  and,  without  pretending  to  precuii^ 
curacy,  it  ia  clear  that  S^  cents— the  diilf  p 
posed  in  the  amaidmeot — oomes  neMWttoW 
duty  desired.  It  is  a  case  in  wtioh  F***" 
u  unattainable— in  which,  in  fact,  wW  "J 
the  pre<use  equivalent  at  one  tima  wonB  »" 
be  so  at  another ;  and  believing  Sloentix"''' 
aqnare  yard  to  be  near  about— to  "••*''': 
welloould  beatnaned— totheMif«r*»™ 
on  the  value,  ha  ahoold  v 
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'  rerenae,  and  Bbown 
llut  there  were  oaHs  in  which  ha  would  go  a 
little  above  It.  He  had  now  to  take  anothw 
liiv  of  it,  and  to  ihow  the  amonnt  of  the  tn- 
fldentil  protectjoa  which  it  would  afford.  And 
liera  he  had  to  appear  naradoiloall  for  he 
woald  ur  that  a  revenae  dntf  of  80  per  cent, 
on  the  TUae  of  the  imported  artide,  was  a  pro- 
tection of  flO  per  cenL  on  the  home-made  ar- 
tlelfll  He  BQpported  this  proposition  by 
dowtiis  that,  withont  any  duty  upon  it,  there 
wta  a  cDorge  of  80  per  cent  upon  the  fbrden 
cost,  before  It  conld  leaTe  the  importer's  handa, 
This  amonnt  was  thna  made  op :  ooata  and  ex- 
penses of  importation  fj  per  cent ;  importer's 
profit,  I3J  per  cent. ;  oash  payments  and  home 
Tilnatioiit,  10  per  cent.  Tbia  was  80  per  oeut. 
added  t«  the  foreign  cost,  withoat  duty,  and 
■  before  it  leaves  the  importer's  hands.  It  was, 
therefore,  an  addition  of  that  amount  to  the 
cost  of  the  article^  and,  consequently,  a  proteo- 
tion  to  that  amonnt  to  the  home-mftde  article. 
Add  the  do^  to  Uiis,  and  it  is  60  per  cent 
protection.    It  was  a  great  protection — enough 

-  for  any  intereet — as  much  as  the  commnnity 
'  should  bear — as  mnch  as  a  wise  policy  ehonid 

denumd.  Vatra  it  higher,  and  the  duty  wiji  be 
a  bone  of  contention,  and  the  sport  of  political 
conSiets,  nntii  it  is  reduced,  or  broken  down. 

-  Get  a  prohibitory  dnty,  or  a  high  direct  pro- 
.  tectire  doty,  and  yon  only  bring  on  a  contest 

io  which  right  and  strei^th  wiU  OTentnally 
prevail— th«  right  of  the  mass  to  pay  no  more 
than  the  waii&  of  the  Qovemment  reqnire ; 
the  itrenKth  of  the  millions  who  consnme,  and 
vho,  in  &e  long  ran,  will  defeat  the  nnits  who 
tdi  for  inordinate  profit  A  revenue  dnty 
tinag  as  high  as  88}  per  oentam  on  some  ar- 
dclci,  less  on  others,  with  the  expensee  of  im- 
portation, and  the  importer's  pr<mts,  is  a  great 
protection ;  and  wise  mannfaotnrers  should  be 
contented  with  it,  and  withdraw  their  interests 
from  the  field  of  politics,  and  avi^  the  fote  of 
political  parties.  Hr.  B.  intended  these  reraarka 
to  be  genersj,  and  to  expltin  the  prtnctplea  on 
which  he  ahcnild  ^ve  all  his  votes  in  tba  pro- 
gress of  this  bill. 

Hr.  Bates  s^d  there  was  one  point  that 
(Huht,  at  this  stBKo  of  the  debate,  to  be  tntter 
Dniierstood  than  it  seemed  to  be  at  present ; 
and  that  la,  what  constitntes  a  imenue  hUl. 
The  Senator  from  Misrissippi  says  the  duty  of 
B  cents  on  ootton-bagpng  wiU  check  or  prevent 
the  importation  of  it,  and  therefore  that  this 
duty  is  not  for  revenne,  but  for  protection. 
The  Senator  from  New  Hanipahire  says  that  a 
mnch  less  general  average  of  dot;  than  this 
biS  provides  will  produce  more  revenue,  and 
therefore  the  bill  Is  a  bill  fbr  proteotion,  and 
not  for  revenne.  The  Senator  from  Bonth  Oar- 
oHoa  msdnudos  that  SO  per  oent  is  th«  bne 
revenne  standard.  Now,  with  all  deEHvnoe, 
he  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  is  taUns  a 
narrow  view  of  the  sntject — the  view  wU<m  a 
mere  tenant  at  wW,  or  enffaranoe,  or  for  a  yaar 
only,  woold  take,  who  only  looked  to  aee  how 


much  he  oould  gather  np  and  oarry  off  from  a 
plantation  or  farm  during  hia  bri^  posseision 
of  it,  withoat  any  regard  to  its  future  condlti<m 
or  permanent  Improvement 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnir — whose  prov- 
iuoe  it  is,  and  in  whom  1  have  ftillooDfldenoe — 
sits  down  to  devise  the  ways  and  means  of  oar- 
rying  on  the  Oovemment — not  as  «  poUtieian, 
bat  aa  a  wise  statesman  ;  not  daring  his  offloiaf 
term  merely,  but  for  the  permanent  supplies 
of  the  treasnry.  He  will  oome  to  the  condn- 
sion  that  the  supplies  ought  to  be  derived  fhnn 
the  oaBlomg — for  this  all-suffloient  reason, 
among  others ;  that  about  one-half  the  duties, 
in  such  case,  will  be  [raid  by  foreign  prodacersj 
in  retnni  for  what  we  have  been  obliged  to 
pay,  in  the  same  way,  as  the  tobaoco-punterst 
wheat-growers,  Ao.,  can  abundantly  saliafy 
him. 

In  the  nert  plaee,  he  will  see  that  the  onstoms 
mast  depend  apon  the  import*,  and  the  imports 
upon  the  abUtty  of  the  people  to  pay.  A  n*- 
tion,  in  the  long  ran,  can  raly  import  what  it 
pays  for;  andwoat  it  con  pay  for,  it  will  import 
This  is  the  only  limit  to  oonsnmpHon.  llie 
tendency  of  nations  is  uniformly,  as  it  Is  of  in* 
dividnals  in  their  expenditores,  to  go  to  the 
extent  of  their  mean»— often  beyond. 


UomaT,  An^tut  1. 
■  Th«  TiiriffBOl 
The  bill "  to  provide  revenne  trtm  import^ 
and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  impos- 
ing dnties  on  imports,  and  for  other  onrposea," 
was  takMi  np,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
the  question  pending  being  on  If  r.  BnoBAjrur'a 
motion  of  Satnrdsy,  to  strike  out  the  twenty- 
seventh  section  of  the  bill,  which  reads  as  fol< 

And  In  it  furiktr  maeltd.  That  the  pnjTiao  to  the 
sEith  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  ^ipro> 
priate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblic  laads, 
■nd  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  approved  Beptcm- 
ber4th,  18il,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  lepealed. 

Mr.  BooBUTAiT  said  it  was  not  his  purpoas 
to  enter  into  the  general  disensrion  npon  this 
intemdaahle  tsriff  question.  He  had  frequent- 
ly, on  former  ocoasionL  bad  the  opportnoi^ 
of  preseatlng  bis  general  views  npon  that  nib- 
Jeotto  the  Senate;  and  he  ihoud,  tbeiefbra, 
w^ve  all  amment  npon  that  to^  and  prt^ 
oeed,  aahe  had  ptosuaed.  verr  brie^  to  nigs 
snoh  eonaidenaianBas  hetDaoKhtdtaiud  tndoea 
the  Saiat*  to  vote  in  ftivor  w  the  amendmem 
which  be  had  propoaed.  Tbe  land  dtstribotloi 
bill  of  Septembtf  4, 1841,  ei^otned  the  priu^ 
that.  If  dnties  should  at  any  tteie  bo  imposad 
tstt  imports  exceeding  90  per  emt  ad  Taloreoi, 
the  dtstribntiott  tX  the  land  ftind  among  tbe 
States  should  be  supeodad.    Tbe  propoutioB 


oontalned  in  the  twenby-aaventh  section  of  tUa 
_"  waa,  that  the  dbtribirtian  of  the  land  fond 
should  Im  oontlnBad,  aotwithataidiag  tlw  Ifr- 


dbyGoOQle 


AlffilDOMENT  OF  THE 


Adodst,  1812.]  Jib  Ta 

terests  of  Uie  oonotij  imperativelj  required 
that  daliea  ehonld  be  impoaed  exoeeuing  20  per 
cent.     AaA  the   rimple    qaestion,   therefore, 

Briaing  apon  hia  amendmeat,  wan,  whether  it 
was  wise  and  politic  to  distribnte  the  land  fund, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  iinpoae  these  additional 
dntlea  on  imports.  lie  wonld  appeal  most 
solBmoly  to  the  Seattle  to  Baj-,  whether  it  was 
wise  and  proper  that  the  treasurj  shotild  con- 
tinne  in  a  state  of  insolvencj ;  that  the  great 
domestic  interests  of  the  conntiy  should  con- 
tinue without  that  incidental  protection  which 
B  revenue  bill  wonld  afford;  and  this,  for  the 
sake  uf  retaining  this  miserable  land  bill.  That 
was  the  qaeatioo,  aad  the  oolj  question. 

He  understood  that  the  whole  sum  distrihut- 
ahle  of  the  public  land  fand,  for  the  first  half 
of  this  year,  was  but  |3BO,000 ;  the  share  of 
Fennsjlvania,  tlien,  would  be  abont  fS6,O0O, 
and  no  more.  And  for  the  sake  of  this  com- 
paratively  miserable  pittauoe,  were  they  going 
to  oontinno  the  treasury  in  a  8tate  of  bank- 
ruptcy, Aud  to  deprive  tdl  the  domestic  inter- 
e»tH  of  the  country  of  that  inoldental  protection 
which  a  reasonable  tariff  would  afford  i  He 
put  it  In  the  alternative,  because  he  was  justd- 
fied  in  placing  Uie  question  in  tiiat  position. 
He  was  the  1^  roan  in  this  country  who  would 
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agree  to  legislate  with  a 
the  opinions  of  the  execntive  ofBcer  of  the 
Government,  no  matter  how  well  known  they 
night  be ;  but  this  was  not  the  case  here.  The 
present  Prerident  of  the  United  States  had  de- 
clared, in  a  solemn  and  official  fona,  that  he 
would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  approve  a 
bill  which  raised  the  dnUes  on  imports  above 
SO  per  cent,,  and  at  the  same  time  continued 


lude,  in  debate,  to  what  the  opMons  of  the 
£zeoutJve  were. 

The  Treasury  (add  Ut.  B.)  Is  insolvent ;  and 
shall  we  suffer  the  national  faith  to  be  violated, 
for  the  purpose  of  retaining  that  clause  relating 
to,  and 'preserving  the  eriatence  of,  the  land 
bill?  The  present  income  of  the  country  was 
abont  one-half  of  the  expenditure ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  they  were  indebted  between 
twenty  and  thirty  nulllons  of  dollars  If,  then, 
the  slightest  sn^icion  could  rest  upon  the  ques- 
tion, ought  they  not  to  abandon  the  clause  at 
once,  and  permit  the  land  fond  to  return  to  the 
common  treasury  ?  What  would  be  thought 
of  an  individual  who  acted  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  Govemmeat  aeemed  disposed  to 
act?  Suppose  a  private  individual  were  in- 
debted twenty  willlinm,  tad,  having  an  incoma 
mffictent  tmly  to  pay  oo^-half  of  his  ezpendi- 
tnre,  should  refuse  to  accept  an  inoome,  unless 
he  were  permitted  to  ^ve  away  that  which 
was  justly  due  to  his  oreditora;  he  would  un- 
doubtedly be  deserving  of  the  severeet  censure. 
And  ought  not  this  great  country  whose  char- 
acter is  beytmd  all  price — a  country,  the  first 
in  the  worU  whiii^  had  paid  off  a  large  nation- 
al debt — to  hold  the  preservation  of  her  na- 
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tional  &iUi  of  far  greater  oi 
relinquishment  of  a  pttifnl  mm  oenrM  tram 
the  public  landst    That  wai  the  qMsdoD. 

Again :  he  would  say  a  nngle  word  w  the 
subject  of  domestic  inanniactiirea.  H«  «n  ia 
favor,  most  decidedly,  of  affbrding  them  isd- 
dentu  protection  to  tiie  fhll  amonnt,  ud  » 
more,  which  would  enable  them  to  stand  t  Ur 
competition  with  similar  wtabKihmaits  is  Ei- 
rope.  The  mannfiKtiiriiig  estabUsfamtuli  ia 
this  country,  erected  at  Tsst  expense,  i^t&n 
employment  to  a  great  nomber  of  i&^ndnik, 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  go  down.  Itirj 
one  most  perceive  that  the  increased  dmni^ 
consequent  upon  such  a  jirooedure,  would  vx- 
terially  enhance  the  pnce  of  the  fOoia,id 
would  be  as  iqjnrioDa  to  the  consumer aa  to  Uk 
mann&cturer. 

The  return  of  the  land  fund,  howevtr,  n 
absolutely  requisito,  iu  order  to  prevent  t  » 
sort  to  direct  taxation.  The  time  would  mm 
— and  he  would  undertake  to  say  itwisuitte 
distant — when  they  ^onld  not  be  able  tonJa 
from  impOTti  all  that  was  deaired— atlsH^a^ 
on  articles  that  ^d  not  receive  irnddentil  fi» 
tection.  And  tlten  what  would  be  tit*  eoDJ»a 
(dTtheinanu&ctiirerel  When  that  tin*  mbi 
the  contest  woold  be  between  inddeotsl  p 
tection  and  direct  taxation.  The  hoormdl 
then  arrive  when  the  montifacturce  of  tU 
country  must  be  prostrated ;  because,  he  *c^ 
undertake  to  say,  the  idea  of  direct  ttniia 
could  never  be  realized  in  practice  m  thisan- 
try.  The  people  of  this  country  woold  am 
submit  to  the  vi^ta  of  the  oxcnsemaa,  kbI  U 
inquire  into  their  private  afilairs,  in  oria  u 
ruse  taxes  to  support  the  Qovunmei^  ii  > 
time  of  profbund  peace. 

The  time  had  been,  he  knew  when  tbsUB- 
n&otarers  desired  the  distribution  of  tha  In' 
fund  for  the  express  purpoee  of  ootnpcffiij  <^ 
Qovemment  to  raise  more  revenue,  Aat  i^ 
might  be  more  protectitm.  That  d«eire  o^ 
exist  with  some  of  tli«m,  for  oof^t  he  ImTi 
at  present;  hot  the  period  when  such  ■  d(ffl> 
was  general  had  pasaed  aw^,  and  a  iiev« 
was  approaching.  The  land  fund  was  a  m^ 
fund  In  peace  and  in  war;  at  anytiite,v> 
under  all  circumstances,  they  conld  bonV.i' 
necessary,  tSO,000,000  upon  the  pledge  of  Ai 
public  lands,  in  order  to  meet  any  tadda 
emergency.  And  why,  then,  abonld  themtf^ 
faoturing  interests,  end  those  Senaton  vw 
wer»  inloreatod  in  tbeir  fhvor,  ding  with  itit 
grasp  ot  death  to  the  distribotkHil 

He  tmated  he  had  never  attempted  low 
the  demagogne  on  that  Hoot ;  nor  oonld  b^  w 
truateOr  <mr  pOMibUlty,  be  broo^  toiam 
now.  He  would  say  thia,  however :  if  yea  i^ 
store  the  land  fond,  you  may  lake  the  tai  « 
tea  and  coffee ;  whereas,  if  Uie  land  (nad  no- 
tinuea  to  go  to  the  Btatea,  yon  most  iwpo** 
tax  npon  tea  and  co^e.  The  "*'***•* 
irrwistible — one  or  the  other  most  be  dMA 
He  (Mr.  BvtmiXJM)  had  procnrod  aretankW 
fall,  of  the  tea  and  coffee  imported  imt(  *• 
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fear  1840.  It  amounted  to  tll,6TS,36g  worth. 
[nUie7earlS3»,itwastlO,78e,509.  Itwaafolr 
to  infer,  then,  that  the  tax  upon  tea  and  ooffee 
iroiild  amount  to  two  inilUona  and  a  quarter 
of  dollan.  The  land  fund,  if  we  should  be 
prosporooa,  a  jeai  or  two  henoe,  it  was  sup- 
poMd  would  unoant  to  about  three  millions. 
Kow,  (otml^Ded  Hr.  B„)  if  jon  will  withhold 
the  land  ftaod  from  ttie  Statea,  we  will  take  off 
this  tax  of  two  miUloni  and  a  quarter  from  the 
[»eo|>le  of  this  oonittrr ;  and  the  qaeation  mnat 
LDevitablf  be  deoidea  between  the  one  altema- 
dve  and  the  c^er.  Strike  out  the  twent^- 
uventh  ae^oa  of  this  bill,  and  I  shall  im- 
nediatelf  move  to  make  tea  aod  ootEBe  free 
uiaclea. 

Let  na  examine  tlie  matter  fbr  a  single  mo- 
neut.  Though  not  an  old  man,  I  oan  remem' 
ter  the  time  when  those  were  considered 
irticlea  of  luxury.  But  now  their  use  la 
LniTenal;  eyeij  man,  woman,  and  child 
iB«s  tbem:  the  poorest  man  in  the  coontrf 
Lses  as  much  as  the  rich — a7,  more,  perhaps ; 
or,  b^ng  deorived  of  luxuries  more  ezpennTe, 
le  indulges  ue  more  in  those  williin  his  reach. 
There  is  no  article  that  700  ooo  conceive  ot, 
ixcept  bread,  the  tax  upon  which  will  operate 
o  much  like  a  poll-tax,  as  the  artioles  of  tea 
.nd  ooffee.  The  cottager  in  Indiana  uses  as 
onch  coffee  as  John  Jacob  Astor,  the  richest 
apitalist  in  America,  and  oonaeqnenUy  pays  as 
aach  dutf  upon  that  article  as  is  paid  bj  the 
realthiest;  and,  therefore,  I  say  that  tax  is 
anre  like  apoll-tax  than  any  other.  Well,  now, 
r  this  tax  oontd  bo  restored — (and  let  me  be 
loderstood  on  this,  as  well  as  all  other  sul^eots ; 

call  it  a  tax,  becaose  we  cannot  produce  this 
rticle,  or  any  thing  similar  to  it;  if  we  caald, 

admit  the  (^ect  would  be,  as  in  all  cases,  to 
educe  the  price ;) — we  cannot,  by  any  proteo- 
ioo,  make  the  article  one  of  home  production. 
Lnd  what  is  the  effect  of  thiaf  The  land 
iind  goes  to  the  States  in  their  sovereign 
apacity,  to  reUeve  the  oapiteliat  from  tax- 
tion,  to  relieve  the  property-holders  from 
ireot  taxation,  for  the  support  of  the  State 
lOTemment.  And  to  enable  you  to  make  this 
Isbibution,  you  levy  a  poll-tax  upon  the  whole 
Quntry.  As  regards  the  article  of  sngar,  the 
Me  is  different  It  Is  as  much  a  necessary  of 
ie  as  tea  er  coffee ;  but  we  have  a  large  in- 
srest  in  its  mannfactare  in  Louisiana— ftu  io- 
areet  which  I  wonld  never  ahandon,  because 
;  is  connected  with  agricoltore.  We  must, 
owever,  levy  a  duty  on  sngar,  or  else  we  must 
estroy  its  onttar&  But  there  is noeaoh  reason 
>r  laying  a  duty  upon  tea  and  ooffee ;  there  is 

0  retaoa  that  on  be  imagined,  which  Is  not 

1  favor  of  relieving  tea  and  coSbe  from  taxa- 
lon,  provided  we  can  do  it,  and  that  the  Intsr- 
9te  of  the  oonntry  be  not  hasarded  by  a  de- 
cieooy  of  revenue.  I  would  do  it,  wiuiout  a 
loment's  heritatjon.  But  if  you  retain  the 
md  fimd  for  the  benefit  of  the  States,  It  will 
e  impoenble  tar  yon  to  remove  this  burden 
Tom  thepec^ 


Under  these  dronmstanoee,  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen to  relinquish  that  fond ;  it  may  not  be 
to  do  so  for  any  great  length  of  thne. 
'  "■     a  Mort  tim         '  '" 


Let  gentlemen  wait  fbr  e 


rt  tim&  and  they 


relieved  the  oonntry  from  its  embarrassed  e 
impoverished  condition, 

Mr.  OBrn'KNUKH  observed,  that  he  was  snre 
the  Senator  from  Penoi?lTaDta  had  not  been 
influenced  by  any  demagogical  motive  to  al- 
lude to  the  taxaticm  of  tea  and  coffee.  Hesup- 
posed  be  had  taken  these  articles  for  illastra- 
don,  and  was  persuaded,  if  they  were  not 
proposed  to  be  taxed  in  this  bill,  the  Senator 
would  find  other  articles  to  be  taxed  for  hie 
illustrations  1  and  could  thus  go  through  them 
all,  till  nothing  was  left  for  revenue.  Such 
wonld  be  the  efi^  of  pursuing  this  line  of 
argnment.  It  might  be  sud  of  any  article  of 
general  oonanmptjon  as  well  as  tea  and  ooffbe 
— give  up  distribution,  and  to  that  extent  you 
save  the  neoeesity  of  taxing  artioles  of  oon- 
snmption. 

If  the  Senator  contends  that  this  bill  ou^ 
to  be  &shioned  exactly  to  meet  the  Exeontive 
wishes  expressed  in  his  veto  of  the  littie  tariff 
bill,  it  amounts  to  this:  that  the  ot^eot  of 
legislation  is  to  look  to — is  to  conform  to  Ex- 
ecutive dictation,  to  seoure  his  sanction  of 
leMslative  aotion. 

If  this  land  hind  la  as  paltry  as  the  Senator 
says  it  is,  why  does  he  hold  on  to  it  so  tena- 
ciously for  revenue,  when,  In  doing  so,  he  en- 
dangers the  resources  of  the  treasnry,  the  honor 
of  the  oonatry,  and  the  credit  and  stability  of 
the  Government  I  Be  asks  why  do  the  friends 
of  distribution  hold  on  to  it :  they  ask  him,  in 
their  turn,  why  does  he,  and  why  do  his  friends, 
hang  on  to  it  with  such  desperate  tenacity  t 
As  it  is  such  a  "petty,  paltry  fond,"  ia  it  worth 
while  to  disappoint  tiie  hopes  and  expectations 
of  BO  large  a  majority  of  the  States  and  the 
people,  who  look  to  it  not  so  much  for  the 
amount,  oa  for  the  establishment  of  a  great 
principle  for  which  they  have  so  long  oon- 
teoded) 

But  the  true  question  at  issue  was,  whether 
the  right  of  taxation  should  remain  with  the 
representative  body,  or  be  entirely  controlled 
by  the  Executive.  It  was  a  qnestioa  between 
national  legislative  will,  and  the  will  of  one 

If  the  Senator  is  so  averse  to  the  defbat  of 
this  great  meaanre  of  revenne,  to  redonnd  eo 
much  to  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  to  affect  so  beneflcially  the  Industry 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  why  does  ha  hold 
on  BO  tenaciously  to  this  "  petty  ftind,"  and  take 
up  the  Executive  veto  on  the  littie  tariff  bill, 
to  incite  and  Invite  the  defeat  of  this  measure 
also? 

Mr.  Taixuadok  observed  that  the  principle 
now  recognized  by  all  was,  that  such  a  revenne 
bill  should  be  passed  as  would  give  an  amount 
of  income  necessary  to  an  economieal  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  and,  at  the  same 
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time,  affbrd  inddestil  protectloii  to  tbe  indos- 
trj  of  tlie  ooantrr. 

At  to  tho  qneMion  at  imie— that  of  the  dia- 
tribntion  of  the  proceeds  ot  the  public  laodi — 
his  BenUmeDta  heretofore  were  well  known; 
and  he  ahonld  aolj  now  a^,  that  hb  opiniona 
had  ondergone  no  change. 

He  believed  the  on]y  measara  of  the  last  ees- 
^OD  which  had  been  bo  carried  out  aa  to  give 
relief  to  the  coontrj*,  waa  the  hanlcmpt  law. 
.  Now,  it  was  urged  that  this  revenue  bill,  In 
its  present  form,  cannot  beoome  a  law.  Be 
woiud  B^'  that  DO  intioiation  of  what  ma;'  be 
the  aotitm  of  another  branch  of  tlie  Goveminent 
ahonld  ever  have  mj  effect  on  him.  Qentle- 
men  bad  taken  np  the  veto  on  the  litlie  tariff 
UU.  and  inferred  from  it  that  this  bill  Is  to 
abare  the  same  fat«  aa  that  temporaiT-  measnre. 
Heinferred  noauch  thing.  Bnppoee anj former 
Pruident — General  WashingtOD,  foz  instance- 
had  thought  fit  to  vet4>  a  bill ;  and  suppose  an- 
other bill  of  immensely  superior  oonseqaenoe, 
and  invelving  rastly  more  important  Interests, 
were  to  be  sent  to  him ;  and  suppose  it  con- 
tueed  no  cnnstitntional  impediment :  would 
not  General  Washington  saj,  Let  the  will  of 
the  people  take  efiect,  and  this  bill  become  a 
law! 

What  ia  the  great  objection  to  the  SYth  sec- 
tion, aa  now  latrodaoea  into  this  revenue  bill  t 
Gentlemen  say  it  violates  the  compromise  act 
But  was  it  not  contemplated,  at  uie  time  the 
compromise  act  was  on  its  passage,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  were  to  be  no  part 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Government  f  Had  not 
the  land  bill  then  passed  both  Honsee  of  Con- 
gress, and  been  sent  to  the  Executive  for  sanc- 
tion— a  biU  taking  the  land  fund  from  the 
treasury,  and  giving  it  to  the  States! 

The  Senator  fh>m  Pennsylvania  asks,  Wliy 
stand  upon  this  miserable  pittance,  and,  by 
doing  so,  defeat  the  bill!  But  did  not  Hie 
senUemen  o^Msite  adhere  to  the  gratuity  of 
Undsta  the  new  States!  Was  it  not  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  part  of  the  compact  that 
tie  old  States  were  to  receive  their  portion  of 
the  dlstribntion!  The  right  to  the  600,000 
acres  to  each  new  State,  which  was  in  part  the 
eondderstloo  for  tliia  distribution,  ia  now  to  be 
eonddered  a  vested  right,  while  the  right  of 
tike  old  Stat«s  to  the  distribntion  ui  to  be  vio- 
Isted. 

If  tins  revenue  hill — this  distribntion — and 
some  meaaore  to  regnlate  the  currency,  could 
be  passed,  the  prosperity  of  the  country  might 
be  looked  to  with  certainty. 

Ur.  Abohrb,  having  given  full  eipreadon 
his  opinioQs  sa  to  the  measure  of  distribution, 
last  session,  sbonld  not  now  go  at  targe  into 
the  subject.  It  WBS,  however,  necessary  to  say 
somethmg  in  reference  to  the  vote  which  he 
abotdd  now  feel  bound  to  give. 

He  had  seen  on  open  attempt  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  to  defeat  legialatEve 
action,  by  pnttiog  a  veto  on  a  question  of  the 
most  mature  and  deliberate  legislation,  on 


ground  which  the  Preddent  bimself  idnuU  k 
~  mere  question  of  expediency. 

There  had  been  four  great  Whig  metsunirf 
public  Interest  passed  by  Conerress  hi  ttiis  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  Executive  bad  ntoed 
three  of  them. 


intive  power  never  attempted  by  Uw  mnl 
arbitrary  princes  of  that  conntiy  upon  nhm 
luatitutions  those  of  this  conntiy  had  btet 
modelled.  Never,  in  the  mother  coontrT,  tud 
an  instance  been  known  of  a  bill  of  mp^ 
being  vetoed — not  even  by  the  Tudors. 

He  would  say,  if  the  alternative  «en  pit, 
let  tbis  Qovemment  go  Into  dlssolntdoo,  hxhmc 
than  he  would,  by  his  act,  suffer  snyinfndul 
to  put  a  bridle  upon  the  l^slative  body,  ukI, 
by  A  motion  of  the  finger,  eontrtd  the  Ktira  cf 
the  whole  Government. 

If  there  were  men  of  any  party  ready  tvKX- 
oumb  to  such  diotatioD,  and  to  go  homcmi^ 
by  their  own  act  slaves,  he  would  not  be  fond 
amongSQchmen.  If  itwasneoe9Bai7,beT(iiy 
not  only  say  perish  commeroe,  perish  wii, 
but  let  me  Government  fall  to  pieces,  tnd  it* 
Union  be  dissolved,  sooner  than  be  ibmlj 
sanction,  by  his  act,  bbj  measure  whirli  voc^ 
abrogate  the  independence  of  the  people's  np- 
reeentatives. 

Mr.  Link  sidd,  the  gentleraen  thenndni 
acknowledge  that  Uiey  have  placed  the  GoToit- 
ment  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution.  ItiiblSi; 
to  pieces  In  their  bands.  Ita  credit  st  boK 
anu  abroad  is  destroyed.  Thetreamryijlwil- 
ropt.  The  eonntry  Is  disgraced  by  Ihtis  it- 
etpacity;  andnow  they  threaten,  as  siMHii'I 
eonseqeeoce  of  their  own  folly,  the  breskisf^ 
of  the  Government,  and  the  dtssolutiaa  of  tit 
Union.  And  all  this  is  to  happen  becsP9ell«i: 
own  President  will  not  let  them  invid*  tk 
(»nstitution,  and  violate  the  plight«d  fiiih  d 
a  solemn  compact  The  genUemen  sbil  b^ 
no  excuse  for  leaving  the  Govermnent  tepna 
for  want  of  sustenance  and  snpport,  li  'Hfl 
break  up  Cougreas,  and  go  bome,  withoatd(>ii{ 
tbeir  duty,  tiiey  must  take  the  respouu'biiitT 
on  themselves.  He  now  gave  them  wsni* 
thst  he  and  his  friends  were  ready  to  ol' 
their  places,  day  in  and  day  ont,  aigbt  in  iw 
night  out,  or  both  day  and  night,  (ill  sU  "(f^ 
aary,  wholesome,  and  oonstitatioDsl  nwan" 
were  adopted  for  the  resoneof  the  Gci'eniiMiit 
from  the  deviation  into  which  the  gcDlkix* 
had  plnngedit  He  and  his  ftiends  wonH  w 
consent  to  adjourn  while  the  Goveromeiil  ssi 
in  ench  a  eonditioo.  If  the  gentiemen  ebw  » 
do  it,  they  must  take  the  reeponsibili^. 

Mr.  Walskb  swd  he  deplored  the  sentiiWW 
which  had  been  expressed  by  gentkmm  os 
the  other  side.  Had  it  come  to  this,  thet  <'>' 
Government  must  be  left  destitute  of  wf^ 
because  a  portion  of  the  two  Hooses  ™^2' 
jn«sa  conflict  in  their  opinions  with  the  riw- 
dent,  in  relation  to  a  party  meesiu*!  M 
hoprf  the  honorable  Benator,  who  hnJ  ox* 
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nch  declnrations  to-day,  vOnld  sleep  npon  what 
b«  hid  said— think  on  them,  and  proseDt  them 
lo  bis  pitriotio  feeliogs — think  of  his  bleeding 
Wniitry, — era  he   reaolved   to  carty  out  hu 


The  Benator  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Abohbb)  hod 
Mid  that  this  act  of  the  President  would  have 
broiight  an  English  tnoaarch  to  the  block ;  and 
tliat  there  was  do  instance  in  the  hUtorj  of  that 
GoTaniment  of  a  veto  npoa  a  bill  of  supplies. 
¥hst  was  this  bill  I  NotabiUof8appHea,bQt 
I  bill  to  aiWield  snpplies— to  witlibold  the 
legitimate  reTenne  of  the  Qoverament,  (the  land 
fiiod,)  which  evoQ  the  Senator  (Mr.  Arossb) 
idmits  onght  to  go  into  the  treasury.  He  con- 
eluded  bj  expressing  the  hope  that  SeoaCora  on 
(he  other  side  woola  reconsider  the  detarmina- 
lioDi  tbej  had  expressed  in  relation  to  this 
uetsar&  and  not  permit  the  country  to  be 
rained  bceaose  of  their  differences  with  Hr. 
Tjler. 

Ifr.  Baobt  Hiea  obtuned  the  floor,  but  gave 


TuiBD^T,  Angost  3. 

The  bill  "  to  provide  revenna  from  imports, 
anil  to  change  and  modify  existing  lawit  impoe- 
icK  duties  oa  imports,  and  for  other  pnrposeii," 
vas  token  op,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
the  question  pending  bwig  on  Ur,  Boohuiah's 
motion. 

Ur.  Baobt  said  he  should  endeavor  to  show 
that  there  existed  no  difference  between  the 
power  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pablic 
Isnds,  and  the  power  to  distribute  any  other 
revenue  from  the  public  treoanrj ;  in  fact,  that 
CO  difference  existed  between  tLis  measure  of 
di^tribntion,  and  that  of  assumption,  which 
now  is  consigned  to  a  temporary  sleep.  He 
signed  that  to  distrlbnte  |8,000,000  to  the 
SUles,  which  was  derived  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  required  an  equal  exeroise  of  the 

EDwer  as  tbe  diatribntion  of  |8,OO0,00O  to  the 
tales,  which  was  derived  from  the  costoms. 
Vhence  came  the  right  to  distribute  the  public 
rsTODuet  He  knew  no  clanse  in  the  constitn- 
tioQ  which  asserted  it,  and  he  deemed  it  to 
Iiave  been  denied  to  tLe  Federal  Government 
itf  that  sacred  instrument  The  act  was  cer- 
tainly a  violation  of  the  oonstitntion. 

Ur.  Bebbibk  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  the 
diacossion  of  the  qnestion  now  at  issne,  but 
merely  to  state  the  reasons  which  influenced 
him  in  tbe  vot«  he  should  give.  Re  had  con- 
ridered  the  time  for  carrying  out  the  measure 
of  dbtribntion  inexpedient  when  the  question 
was  under  consideration  at  the  last  session ; 
hat  when  the  bill  was  so  modified  as  to  remove 
his  objections,  he  voted  for  it  with  pleasure. 

It  baa  now  been  fbund  necessarj  to  go  be- 
f  end  the  tariff  of  SO  per  cent,  oontemplaied  by 


^bUL  [Avonr,  ISU, 

the  proviso  of  the  land  bilL  Tbe  condition  of 
the  Government  is  such,  that  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands  there  must  be  a  revenue  conuderably 
ezceedlug  that  rat«  of  duty.  The  statement  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Oommittee  shows 
that  even  tbe  amount  of  revenue  proposed  to  be 
sQppUed  by  this  bill  will  not,  for  two  or  three 
years,  be  enough  to  keep  Qie  treasury  from  some 
embarrassment. 

During  these  few  years  pf  embarrassment, 
he  shonld  be  disposed  to  consider  the  same  ex- 
pediency which  actuated  him  to  advocate  the 
proviso  of  the  distribution  act  still  existing,  for 
the  oontinuanoe  of  that  proviso  till  the  treesarj 
shall  be  in  a  oouditioa  to  do  without  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  pnblio  lands.  He  shonld  tberofor^ 
have  been  glad,  had  he  felt  himself  in  aposilira 
to  take  part  in  advancing  this  bit],  to  have 
offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  the  object  of 
which  would  have  been  to  suspend  the  distri- 
batlon  bill  till  the  SOth  of  June,  1844.  Borne 
such  arrangement  as  this  would  have  afforded 
a  neutral  ground  upon  which  all  parties  could 
meet.  It  would  besides  have  these  advantages : 
it  wonld  enable  the  land  fund  to  be  ^plied  to 
the  use  of  the  Government  at  a  time  it  wonld 
most  need  it;  it  would  admitof  an  appeal  being 
made  to  the  people,  which  wonld  aeoide  the 
question  of  distribution ;  another  Congress, 
fresh  from  the  people,  would,  at  the  end  of  the 
terra  approochinir  the  8Dth  of  June,  1844^  have 
an  opportunity  of  fhrther  acting  on  tbe  proviso^ 
and  either  repealing  it  altogether,  or  further 
extending  the  suspension.  BuL  beyond  all 
these  considerations,  thero  would  be  the  im- 
portant one,  that  this  much  desired  and  indis- 
pensable measure  of  providing  adequate  revenue 
could  be  adopted  when  properly  amended,  in 
tlie  harmonious  spirit  which,  but  fbr  this  ques- 
tion of  distribution,  all  feel  desirons  of  impart- 
ing relief  to  the  treasury. 

But  he  was  admonished,  by  what  had  already 
ooonrred,  that  all  efforts  were  now  nnsvailii^; 
to  improveor  amend  this  bill.  The  determina- 
tion BO  strongly  expressed  by  those  who  have 
the  control  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate  to  r^ect 
all  amendments,  no  matter  of  what  character 
orneoesrity;  the  undisguised  purpose  of  cann- 
ing through  the  bill  tn  the  identical  form  m 
which  it  came  from  the  House ;  the  inexorable 
r^ection  of  every  amendment  recommended 
by  the  Finonoe  Oommittee, — seemed  to  be  tbe 
result  of  a  foregone  conclusion,  in  obedience  to 
some  iron  rule  from  which  they  were  not  to 
attempt  to  extricate  themselves,  no  matt^ 
what  might  be  the  improvement  offered,  or  the 
merits  of  any  particular  case  of  amendment. 
All  alike — whether  of  prime  necessity  or  or- 
ganic importance — it  was  evident  must  bow 
to  this  iron  rule.  The  action  of  the  m^Joii^ 
on  these  amendments  had  manifested  a  de- 
termination, on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  r^eot 
any  and  every  amendment.  If  he  miderstood 
the  nature  of  the  votes  the  other  day,  (Satur- 
day,) tbe  understandiiig  of  those  wlio  have  the 
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eontool  of  thebUlwBB  topaMitwithoDtamend- 
aeBt,  to  STCiid  the  neoean^  of  retaniing  It  to 
tlie  other  Hovm.    "While  this  nndentandlng 

EreraUs,  it  would  be  perfecUj  nnaTiiliiig  for 
!m  to  offbr  the  amendment  whioli  he  h«d 
spoken  of. 

He  did  not  agree  with  those  who  thought, 
should  this  bill  fail.  Congress  ought  to  a^onm, 
and  do  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.  It  was  their  daty  to  provide  the  means 
of  oatTjinK  on  the  Oovemment ;  and  he  trusted 
thej  would  not  neglect  that  dutj'. 

Mr.  WooDBDBT  ewd  he  asked  only  two  or  three 
nunntea  of  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  what 
he  ooniidered  the  ehief  qoMtion  inrolred  in 
this  motion.  As  to  this,  he  differed  from  those 
who  had  preoeded  him. 

Tlie  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  ont  did, 
lnfbet,make  anew  distribntion  bill.  This  was 
the  great  otjjection  to  it  in  the  tariff  and  tn  this 
oriais.  Tha  old  bill  passed  last  September,  and 
which  the  President  then  approved,  anthoriied 
a  distribntion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  only  in  case  a  low  and  moderate  duty, 
not  above  twenty  per  cent.,  would  yield  rev- 
enne  enongh  to  pay  all  oar  eroonditares,  and 
leave  a  surplus  of  what  was  colleotod  from  Oie 
lands.  But  this  section  authorizes  the  distri- 
bution when  there  is  no  snrplM,  with  twen^ 
per  cent,  duties.  It  authorizes  it  even  in  these 
embarrassed  times — if  there  is  no  snrplns  with- 
ont  imposing  at  least  thirtv-siz  per  cent,  duties 
on  an  average,  and  tiitj,  eighty,  a  hondrod,  and 
a  hundred  and  fbrtj  per  cent,  on  several  ^>ea!- 
fio  articles. 

The  Executive  might,  therefore,  under  his 
views  of  this  qnestion,  as  heretofore  explained 
on  our  pnblie  records,  and  so  might  several 
Senators,  assent  to  soch-a  bill  as  that  of  the  last 
session ;  bat  not  to  such  a  new,  and  materially 
new,  distribntJon  bill  as  this  section  seeks  to 
introduce. 

On  this  side  of  the  House  there  Is  no  wish, 
in  c<Hmeotion  with  this  revenne  bilL  to  disturb 
tha  terms  and  substance  of  the  distribution 
act  of  the  last  sessioit.  It  is  you,  on  your  mde, 
who  now  disturb  that  act.  It  is  yon  who  un- 
settle and  change  every  thing,  and  introduce 
new  embarrassments ;  and  why  I  Kot,  I  hope, 
to  Incommode  the  treasury,  nor  even  to  harass 
another  department  of  the  Government.  Bat 
the  tendency  of  this  section  clearly  is  to  en- 
danger the  soccess  of  the  whole  revenne  bill, 
as  a  financial  measure.  The  provision  is  also 
ont  oi  place  here.  It  is  a  section  not  in  acoord- 
anoe  with  the  professed  oUeot  of  the  tariff- 
to  fill  the  treasury ;  bnt  is  obviously  to  help  to 
emptrit. 

There  is  another  grave  qnestion  connected 
with  this  section,  Fepealing  a  vital  proviso  in  the 
former  distribution  act,  If  we  can  hastilv  and 
llghtiy  repeal  that  proviso  in  snoh  a  l^islative 
compromise,  we  may,  ere  long,  seeall  the  oUin 
Iroportaot  provisions  In  that  distribntion  re- 

ded.    When  war  oomes,  the  proviso  givh^; 
c  the  proceeds  to  the  treasury  may  use  be 


repealed,  because  the  States  m^  thtu  be  m 
needy  as  now.  So  the  provisj*  u  to  ntn 
per  cent,  to  the  new  States,  w  to  the  nwof  tte 
share  in  this  Di^riot,  the  2  per  cent  fundi  to 
some  States,  and  numerous  others,  miy  lO,  ta 
sucoession,  be  prostrated.  Let  ns  {wnie,  tlaa. 
Had  we  not  better  defer  this  grave  mesnn  of 
the  27th  section,  msUno^  in  several  re^iecU, 
an  entirely  new  distribntion,  to  a  fdtnre  oca- 
sion,  and  a  separate  biU,  and  strike  it  cot  of 
this  tuiff  t  It  is  no  port  of  the  tsrifE,  Ic^ 
mately.  Let  it  stand  alone,  and  on  ite  on 
merits.  Let  not  the  whole  tarifF  he  enwri, 
as  many  anticipate,  to  a  new  veto  sna  k^ 
merely  to  make  the  experiment  oi  introteiii 
a  new  distribntion  on  new  principles,  snd  iii 
new  condition  of  onr  fiscal  affiurs.    And  M  t» 


It  is  Jeopardy,  canted  \ 
caused  deliberately — caused  by  us  nnneoeturilf. 
For  what  this  is  persisted  in,  the  coontrj  mi 
decide.  On  this  side  of  the  Honse,  ire  vt^ 
our  hands  of  it.  We  want  a  proper  tariff  pos- 
ed, and  in  a  proper  tariff  form,  and  not  miud 
up  with  other  (»ntrovernes ;  and,  in  fine,  iid 
as  will  yield  a  suitable  revenne  ^r  ths  tna 
Let  those  who  refuse  this,  take  naming  » It 
the  responsibility ;  for  none  of  ns  can  go  bw 
with  honor,  unless  we  first  fairly  legi^  f> 
the  occasion,  and  not  patch  up  some  impotol 
temporary  measure,  unworthy  the  eisergw; 
and  the  true  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  'Wnionr  stud  he  desired,  befm^  tlieqii» 
tion  was  taken  upon  this  amendment,  to  «i]i 
few  words  to  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  dnqdjN 
acoonnt  of  the  position  in  which  the  SenMt 
from  Virginia  had  placed  the  qneetian  jau- 
day,  that  ne  was  inancod  to  trouble  the  Scitt 
with  any  remarks.  The  Senator,  if  be  (llr.  WJ 
properly  nnderstood  the  purport  of  hi*  srp- 
ment,  assumed  that  the  section  relatisjio  ^ 
distribution  must  be  retuned  in  the  Euli,  w  i> 
conld  not  become  a  law.  This  might  U  n; 
he  (Mr.  W.)  was  unable  to  say  whether  ii  »* 
or  not  Bnt  he  conld  not,  in  conscience,  rta 
for  the  hill  if  every  other  item  were  pr«D(ij 
what  he  desired,  provided  that  scctiou  van- 
tained  in  it.  He  did  not  believe  he  had  t  oa- 
stitntional  right  to  vote  a  tax  in  this  tarm,  is 
distribution  among  the  States ;  and  no  if* 
conld  qnestion  that  this  wonid  be  Uie  effeda 
the  bill.  The  Senator  considered  itspnsla 
expediency.  He  (Mr.  W.)  considered  it  •• 
only  a  qnestion  of  principle,  but  of  w^^ 
tional  right.  Although  he  would  tie  comp™|« 
to  dififer  team  some  of  his  most  t*™** 
friends,  politically  q>eaking,  yet  he  vooU  m 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  MU,  miles  J* 
motion  to  eipnngo  the  STth  section  pwrw* 
The  bill  could  be  passed,  doubtlera,  V  *  "^ 

iority  of  both  Houses ;  but  the  donbt  is  to  iB 
ecoming  a  law  rested  not  here,  but  tiK^i*^ 
and  would  be  determined  by  the  file  wl» 
motion  now  under  oon^deration.  He  hu  H 
desire  to  violate  the  mles  of  debsla;  h""!» 
believed  he  had  a  rie^t  to  assume  tlist,  if  itx 
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Nctjon  be  ttiioken  out  bj  the  voioa  of  the  Ben- 
iti,  tbe  bill  woold  meet  with  no  obstraotion  to 
to  beoombig  a  lav. 

Tbe  qnedioa  was  then  taken  bj  jeas  and 
ujt  on  Mr.  Bcobahait's  tootjon  to  Krilce  out 
the  9Tth  KOtion  of  the  bill,  and  resulted  in  the 
negative,  is  followe : 

Tub.— Meaara.  Allen, 
Cithotm,  Cuthbert,  F^ilCou, 
PntiifB,  Sijea,  Seller,  Smitb 


iiAn.—M«imn.  Archer,  Berniir,  Bates,  BeTird, 
CIntM,  OhTton,  Oonrad,  Oafte,  Crfttenden,  DijUib, 
Ituu,  Onnam,  Hsntliigtoii,  Eer,  MmgniBi  Henidc, 
Killer,  Vonbead,  Fhelpi,  Potter,  KmmonB,  Sc^th 
«f  Indiiiie,  Spngoe,  TiUmedge,  White,  and  Wood- 


And  the  Senate,  at  a  quarter  to  8  o'clock, 
adjoarned. 


TtnnsDjtT,  Angnst  4. 
7%e  Tariff'BiU. 


ported  bis  propodtjon  b;  an  elaborate  apeecl , 
of  which  W6  cannot  give  even  an  ontline  in  thU 
brief  report ;  merelj  etating  that  Hr.  B.  de- 
-  dared  his  first  object  to  be  to  raise  revenae 
ftom  an  article  which  was  able  to  pay,  and 
ought  to  paf  ;  and  his  next  object  was,  to  con- 
tribnte  to  regidote  the  paper  cnrrency.  Ho  was 
eertun  Oongreee  had  oonstitntional  power 
enough  to  regolate  tbe  paper  oorrency,  and  bad 
nothing  to  do  bnt  to  eieroise  that  power.  A 
bankmpt  act  ag^nst  banks — a  stamp  duty  on 
the  isaae  of  all  pu>er  carreney — and  an  annnal 
tH  npon  ita  circnlation — woold  accomplish  the 
object  and  free  the  oonntrf  from  the  onrse  of 
depreciated  paper  on  anj  dajr  that  Oongreaa 
diose.    The  following  was  hie  amendment : 

Sic  — .  And  U  U/talher  enaOed,  That  Iroui  and 
■ft«r  the  last  daf  of  December,  in  tbe  year  IMS, 
Ihsre  Bhall  be  lud  and  collected,  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States,  th^  Territories,  tad  Uie  District  of  Co- 
honbia,  a  stamp  dutf  on  the  issue,  and  an  annual 
tai  on  the  dtcnla^oD,  of  all  paper.curTcncj  as  fol- 
le«i :  a  Htamp  dutj  of  thtrtj  cents  on  each  piece  of 
paper  eonaUtuting  such  cunenc;,  and  an  aimaal  tai 
of  tweutT-fire  cents  on  the  same  for  eadi  year  it  is 
continued  in  circulatian. 

Sac.  — .  And  bt  it  furtitar  n^eUi,  Ibat  enrj 
description  of  noteii  ordeta,  dteolts,  or  oartifioatea, 
pmmiHiiig  or  orderiiig  the  paTment  of  money  or  oth- 
a  Ihin^  and  put  Into  drcolation  bj  ooiporationa, 
cvporale  bodim,  bocbes  politic,  individuala,  or  oom- 
pinies,  which  shall  be  traniferablc  by  delivery,  with- 
out tbo  written  endoraemcut  of  each  passer  thereof, 
nd  ^thout  being  subject  to  the  laws  which  apply  to 
inlaDd  bills  of  cichange,  stialt  be  deemed  to  be  paper- 
cuirency  within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  and  shall  be 
nl^ect  to  tbe  stamp  duty  and  to  the  annual  tax  heie- 

Sk.  — .  Aiti  U  U/miktr  tnaded,  That  erery  eor- 


,  ,  doty  thereon  before  the  same  IB  issued  or  reis- 
sued aftwtlie  taking  effect  of  this  act;  and  for  that  pntk^ 
pose  shall  u)ply  to  the  Dialed  Slates  nunbal  for  the 
district  within  wliich  such  iHueia  intended  to  Iw  made, 
wlio  shall  forthwith  stamp  tlie  same,  and  collect  Itie  du- 
ty thereon,  tccording  lo  the  r^pilations  and  instrao- 
tions  which  lie  disU  reccire  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Sec.  — .  And  k  U/ttrtier  enaeted.  That  It  shaU  bo 
the  doty  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tieasary  to  prescribe 
tbe  fotne,  maAs,  hiscthidoiis,  and  colors,  to  bo  used 
tor  said  stampa,  and  shaU  fSiinish  the  dies  and  machin- 
my  tlieiefor  to  the  respectlTe  msrshals,  with  the  necea- 
aary  books  for  keeidug  the  proper  accounts ;  and  for 
defraying  the  eipensea  of  pardiaring  the  said  dies, 
maduDGry,  and  boOlca,  ttie  snm  of  tlirea  thousand 
dollan,  out  of  any  miHieys  in  the  lieasuiy  not  Dtbee- 
wise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propiiated. 

Btx!.  —.  And  ic  it  fitrthrr  tnatUd,  That  a  fine  of 
five  thousand  dollars  shall  be  imposed  on  the  officers 
severally  of  each  corporation,  and  a  fine  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  on  each  corporation,  corporate  body, 
body-politic,  iDdividual,  or  company,  wtiich  shall  issue 
or  rriBue  any  paper-cnncncy,  wlihout  being  stamped, 
and  (be  duty  paid,  as  afOKSoid :  Prandtd,  That  an; 
officer  who  proyes  his  dissent  to  sudi  issue,  and  vote 
ag^nst  it,  Hi^l  not  be  sulyect  lo  aoch  fine ;  and  all 
contracts,  loans,  or  payments  made  by  tlic  corpora- 
tion!, corporate  Ixidies,  bodies-politic,  indiFiduols, 
or  companies,  made  in  paper-cuircncj  not  stamped  as 
aforeaaid,  or  founded  on  such  cnrrency  as  a  conaid- 
erotiou,  shall  bo  null  and  void,  and  of  no  cifect  or 
validity  in  any  court  whatever. 

Sec.  — .And  U  it  further  maettd,Tha,X  every  coi^ 
poradon,  corporate  mdy,  body-politic,  individual,  or 
company,  which  Bhall  issue  pa^Mr-currvncy  of  the  fore- 
going description,  shail  malie  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  quarterly  average  returns  of  tbe  number  of 
notes  or  [deces  of  paper-currency  so  issued  by  them ; 
from  which  quarteriy  average  retams  shall  be  made 
an  annual  average,  wbich  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to 
be  the  nnmber  of  notes  or  pieces  of  paper-cutrency 
kept  in  drculatiaa  by  eatib  party  during  die  year,  and 
on  which  tbe  tax  stall  be  collected;  and  said  returns 
shall  be  made  acoording  to  the  forms  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaouiy ;  and  a  doable  tax,  and 
a  One  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  sliall  be  incurred  by 
thc'party  failing  to  make  such  returns. 

Sec.—.  And  bt  it  funhertnaettd,  That  Itthtll  bo 
the  duty  of  the  Secretiy  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the 
annual  tales  so  iscertained  to  be  dae  from  the  issuers 
of  paper-currency,  to  be  forthwith  collected  by  the 
United  States  marshals,  and  duly  accoonled  for,  and 
paid  over  by  tfaem. 

Sao.  ^  .iMf  is  U>Mra«r  enacted  That  tbe  snm  of 
flre  per  oant  riiail  twallowed  to  the  marohala  en  tha 
omonnla  eoUeeled  by  tbem  on  stampa,  and  8f  per 
oeuL  shaU  iM  allowed  to  than  on  their  tax  eoUectiena 
nndar  this  act;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  cause  such  bonds  and  sureties  to  be  talien  from 
the  said  maisbils  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  to  bisai« 
the  fvthful  performance  of  their  duties  under  this  act. 

Sko.  —.  AndUU  fttrlhrr  tnacud.  That  all  double 
taxes  incurred  under  this  act  tor  a  default  in  not  mik- 
ing returns  of  the  circulation,  shall  be  computed  by 
the  marshal  of  the  district  and  approved  by  the  Secreto* 
ry  (J  the  Keaiaryaoaoi^iig  to  ttie  reputed  capital  em- 
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ploj«d,  orciTcoUttaniKatd,  t^thedeUnqnetitpMtr, 
and  tH  flues  nnd«r  tUa  act  ah»U  ba  i«eoT*nfale  b; 
action  of  debt,  titd  alull  be  dlrided  between  the  ia- 
fmmer,  the  muifaal  of  the  diitrict,  and  the  dtatriet 
■ttomey  of  (he  United  Etatee  praeeoatlng  the  nme, 
In  equal  iHoportioiu. 

Hr.  BsNToif  further  observed^  thi^  he  wu 
very  cerUiii,  in  a  matter  of  fracti  length  and 
complezitf ,  Senators  were  not  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it.  He  bod  not  shown  It  even  to  more 
than  one  or  two  of  his  own  frienda.  Hu  ob- 
ject at  preseiLt  was  to  have  it  placed  npon  the 
journal;  and  he  knew  of  no  war  to  accomplish 
that,  bnt  b^  calling  for  the  veas  and  najs.  If 
the  Obair  said  it  conld  be  done  withont  that, 
he  wonld  not  aab  the  yeas  and  najg. 

The  CnAiB  remarked  that  there  were  two 
ways  in  which  it  wonld  go  npon  the  Journal — 
hj  the  jeas  and  nays  being  taken,  or  a  general 
wish  expressed  to  that  eficct. 

The  jeaa  and  nays  were  then  ordered  ;  and 
the  qaestion  reeolted  in  the  negative,  as  M- 

TEAa.--HeMrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  Linn,  Smith  of 
ConnedJcuL,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  and  Walker — T. 

Satk. — UcaEre.  Archer,  Bagb^,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, CboaW,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
SaytoD,  Evans,  HuntliiRton,  Uangum,  Herrick,  Kil- 
ler, Uorehead,  Phelpa,  Porter,  Pregton,  RItcs,  Sim- 
mons, Smith  of  Indlaiu,  Spiague,  Tallniaclge,  While, 
and  Woodbridge— 27. 


Fbidat,  August  E. 
Tht  Tariff  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Stanb,  the  revenne  bill 
was  taken  up  and  read  a  third  time.  The  qaea- 
tion  being,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass !  " 

Mr.  Cai^ouh  rose,  and  said  tbat  the  tariff 
hill  of  1S38  was  Jnstly  called  a  bill  of  abomina- 
tions. But,  baa  as  it  was,  this  is  infinitely 
worae.  The  average  of  duties  by  this  bill  on 
the  necessaries  of  life  will  be  10  per  cent, 
greater  than  was  the  arerage  of  the  tariff  bill 
of  1828.  There  were  other  differences.  Be 
miglit  jtoint  t«  the  harshness  of  this  bill;  its 
more  immediate  operation — goinK  Into  eSect 
on  its  passage,  instead  of  ^ving  three  months, 
as  the  law  of  182Sdid.  He  might  also  point 
to  the  inequality  of  duties,  and  ^eir  injurious 
operation.  There  were  two  other  important 
oonsideratioiu :  the  setting  aside  of  the  com- 
promise  oot,  and  the  violation  of  the  eolenm 
pledge  given  in  the  distribntion  act — that  if 
antiaa  exceed  20  per  cent,  the  land  fhnd  shall 
be  restored  to  the  treaanry. 

He  pointed  ont  theprosperonsimpnlsewbioh 
the  indnstry  of  the  country  had  received  under 
the  reduction  of  dntiea,  resnlting  from  the 
operation  of  the  compromise  act,  notwithstand- 
ing the  varions  impediments  arising  ftom  bank 
expansions  and  contiactiona,  and  ottier  oonnter- 
acting  operationa.  This  bill  was  a  retnm,  in 
tbe  fiwe  of  all  these  evidences  of  the  ad  vantj^ 
ef  eomparatiTdr  free  trade— of  the  iaiqnity  of 


yja pTiaCwa 

the  prohitntOTy  lystem— to  tbe  protsotiT*  qi- 
tam ;  and  that,  to»,  in  the  most  odiooi  fonn. 

He  pointed  ont  what  might  eaiily  ban  be* 
the  relief  to  the  traaniy  boat  the  laad  tiui- 
whot  mif^t  have  been  Uie  relief  from  nttn^ 
maitofexpenditoiea— bad  nottlw  pc^nl 
determination  of  the  party  now  ta  mww  ha 
to  iaoresM  expeoditores,  and  thereby  l«  crNti 
a  neoeadt;  fbr  passing  this  bin  for  protection 
and  to  create  a  debt  which  will  lequre  i  is- 
tional  bank  to  manage  it. 

He  pointed  ont  the  difference  betwtKiitK- 
enne  tariff  Bud  a  protective  tariff.  Bersaiiii 
friendly  to  importation ;  protectitn  i(  booili 
to  it.  He  Aowed  how  faring  were  the  Ul* 
ciea  of  all  argtmunta  in  &Tor  of  dntieslwiiiy 
teotion— how  abenrd  es  a  source  of  fevMie. 

In  laying  dntiea,  there  are  two  pointt  itU 
win  give  the  samA  amoont  of  revenue— a  bd- 
imom  point  for  revenue,  and  a  miniraam  fdd 
for  revenue.  If  the  maiimnm  is  trsnswiiU, 
importatimis  are  diminished  and  rsTwne  i 
minished.  If  the  minimum  is  redaeed,  th 
reverse  takes  plaoe.  Every  Increase  of  ^ 
above  the  maxunnm  for  revenne,  is  s  tai  «■ 
olnsiTely  for  proteotion,  and,  ooueqneDtl;,  » 
tagonist  to  revenue. 

The  complaint  of  the  manofacturen  it,litf 
prices  are  too  low.  To  ruse  prioes,  thtjid 
for  monopolies.  They  might  as  well  tu  fa 
leave  to  plunder.  What  right  has  Congrw  b 
give  them  tbia  uA — this  charity — thii  ri^l  » 
levy  a  bounty  for  themselves,  at  theeipowrf 
the  oonsnmert  Is  this  right  fonnd  in  tbaoe- 
stitnliont  But,  if  ancb  a  thing  could  woOia- 
tionally  be  done,  i»  not  Oongresa  bound  fiau 
inquire  whether  what  the  cuaimaatsdf  yiV» 
tion  state  is  tme  or  not  I  Has  it  bees  u^ 
tained  tbat  prieea  are  too  low  to  soUiin  mat 
factnren,  or  that  the  protection  demiDdtduB 
all  neoeeaary )  Instead  of  making  lht»  * 
qniriee,themanufiaobireni  have  bemi^^ 
muoh  duties  they  wish  fur ;  and  not  a  <pi^ 
baa  been  asked  on  the  other  side :  thosallpviv 
Government  to  be  made  the  inatmnieiil  bi  m 
hands  of  one  branch  of  the  comiaiuiii.',n| 
transferring  money  into  its  pockets  ftan  J" 
pockets  of  the  other  branch  of  the  commufF- 
Such  propositions  have  ever  bad  iheir  tdiiW" 
and  their  argument^  aa  they  now  hsTC. 

The  real  competation  is,  out  with  foie^A 
but  with  oar  own  etfflunanilj ;  it  i^  ^*^ 
onebrmohof  homeindnatrrtKiclanoUia'  Ca 
off  exports,  and  there  will  beneiBipoittlw 
ther  would  there  be  foreign  coiupeiiliui  tf 
home  oompetitiofi.  It  is  asked  tbat  all  iw^ 
change  which  brings  in  imports  shaD  be  tu^ 
for  the  protection  of  mann&etnren.  Tba  ^ 
porta  from  the  soil  of  this  country  (aniK*  * 
estimated  at  leas  than  100  millions  of  doiUn- 
prooeeding  fi^m  the  labor  and  (>nlt]T»Iioii« 
the  soil,  going  abroad,  end  reprodncing  it*"" 
imports.  Here  is  a  branch  of  industrj,  Wi  » 
one  greater  than  that  from  manufacUns.  !>» 
protection  is  hostile  to  imports,  and  w 
qnenlly  to  e^Ktrta;  then  it  Is  hwtila  t«  w 
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iaiiOtrj  of  the  ten,  utd  faUacdoiuly  and  &tallj 
frimdlr  to  th«  ona.    He  mi  not  hoatila  '~ 
■umfitetDreTs.    He  wu  no  tataij — tie  wu 
enlightened  friend,  nnwilltng  to  see  a  eon 
pnrnwd,  irhkh  tmut  reflect  back  iqjnrioiulr 
on  the  manofiMitnrer. 

He  proved  Uiet  the  affaote  of  proteotion  were 
to  mn  thrcMi^  in  Ibnr  jettn,  wad  then  prove 
mh  e  bllM?  w  to  eanw  a  freeh  crj  for  in- 
ereued  protlMtion ;  and  that  the  end  of  the 
atMmitf  for  ettmnlante  oonld  do  more  be 
rMohed  than  the  end  of  the  dnmkard'e  thirst 
for  lirand J.  It  is  in  v^n  for  him  to 
tbit  this  bottle  shall  be  the  last 
drinks  it,  he  is  more  damoroas  than  before  for 
soother  Iwt  bottle ;  ami  so  on,  tUl  ha  destroys 


to  prombe 
When  he 


joioff  on  themass 
of  prodnotioai,  and  the  effect  of  this  bill  on 
■gmmltnral  Inanstry,  waa  not  so  earily  nnder- 
Kood  ss  taking  a  single  itein,  and  showing  the 
effect  on  It.  He  would,  thurefore,  select  ootton 
IS  sn  Ulostration, 
Tlus  bill,  bj  prohibiting,  to  s  eertsin  extent, 


Aa  he 
To 


effect  this,  be  mnet  reetriot  and  lessen 
peoditarea  ontnde  of  his  plantation,  he  must 
raise  his  own  neoessariea  of  life,  and  spend  less 
apm  the  prodactions  of  tnumfaotnres.  Thus 
toe  great  law  of  retributive  Josdoeoomes  down 
Bpon  the  beads  of  the  roanafaobirera,  who  are 
the  canse  of  all  this  oramping  of  home  indostrr 
tnm  mistaken  and  selfish  viowg.  There  nil] 
be  Qo  part  of  ttie  oommnnit;  so  disappointed 
S9  the  miuiDfactnrers  themselves.  Thej  will 
d«Btro]r  their  own  market.  Part  of  it  will  be 
irretrieTaUj  destroyed.  This  he  farther  illns- 
titled,  by  pointing  ont  the  affeota  of  such  a 
policy  in  withering  np  the  growing  conanmp- 
tloQ  fbr  the  great  staple  of  tfie  ootutry,  result- 


nilerett,  die  navigating  interest,  and  the  sugar 
sad  gr^n-ffrowing  intereata. 

He  would  say  to  the  oppoeite  genOemen — 
eoeoDrage  the  foreign  oommeroe  of  the  ooantry ; 
leave  the  home  oommeroe  to  iteelf,  and  it  will 
floniish  more  raeoearibU]'  wltbont  any  stimu- 
lauti,  than  it  ever  ean  by  proteotJre  duties.  It 
is  only  the  eonntry  wbiofa  can  export  in  oom- 
petttion  with  all  the  worid,  that  can  outstrip 
other  nations  in  proq»erity.  Was  not  the 
ttmggle  ot  every  outer  enlightened  nation  to 
throw  off  those  fttters  which  are  now  to  be 
riveted  on  the  prodoclng  Interests  of  this 
eonntry  by  this  bill  I 

Yon  mnat  eneonn^  a  sound  onrrenoy  and 
low  taxes,  yon  must  enoonrage  your  foreign 
eoeiuieroe.  Tonng  as  you  are  aa  a  nation,  you 
are  fkiU  grown  in  yonr  mannfactnres.  You 
must  have  a  tbreign  matfcet  fbr  the  prodoott  of 


yonr  aoil,  or  you  oannot  give  snatenanoe  to 
yonr  manufaoturea. 
Ur.  0.  illnatrated  tlda  in  a  novel  and  strik- 


The' 


le  party  in  power  waa  a  high  and  influen- 
tial party.  Among  other  things  in  its  system 
of  policy,  a  high  tanff  waa  pronounced  a  blees< 
log  on  the  country.  Acting  up  to  this  policy, 
what  eared  tbey  how  eztrava^t  were  expeo- 
diturea,  when  eve^  expenditure  added  to  the 
tariff  f  Vbat  eared  they  fivwastefolness,  when 
every  waste  added  to  the  tariff?  What  oared 
they  for  running  in  debt  and  borrowing,  when 
that  debt  and  that  borrowing  added  to  the 
tariff? 
Why  had  he  raised  his  voice  c 


an  angel  ealled  for  its  arrest,  it  woold  not  be  , 
arrested.  But  he  raised  his  voice  for  the  dia- 
seminatioii  of  great  trutlis,  which,  he  knew, 
must  ultimately  prevaiL 

Ur.  BxMTOB  followed  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhock,)  and  spoke  about  an 
honr  aguDst  the  bill.  He  oommeneed  with 
vindicating  the  tariff  act  of  1628  from  the 
obarBe  mewe  against  it  by  the  Senator  from 
Send  Carolina,  that  this  act  prodneed  the  snr- 
plna  revenue  which  had  done  somnch  mischief 
in  the  country.  Ur.  B.  admitted  the  miacbief ; 
hot  said  that  the  snrplns  arose  from  the  lands, 
not  the  onstoms :  and  was  the  remilt  of  reoeiv- 
ing  paper  money  for  lands,  until  the  specie  oir- 
onlar  redooed  their  sales.  In  support  of  this 
opinion,  he  read  the  following  table  of  the  re- 
ceipts from  lands  and  customs,  from  IS&S  to 
18ST: 


Teut. 

CiutanB. 

LulL 

1828 

ISM 

aa,681,*8B 

l,'517,'lT5 

IBSO 

81,932,891 

9,829,m 

18S1 

24,ai4,44I 

8,310,815 

1682 

aS,4SB,SST 

S,02S.3S1 

18£3 

se,e3a,G08 

8,941,623 

1B31 

ie,SU,9B7 

4,867,810 

1936 

19,891,810 

14,767,600 

iBse 

23,408,940 

1B37 

11,169,290 

6,7T8,!38 

Hr.  B.  s^d  the  act  of  1828  had  iU  Eanlts; 
but  not  that  of  prodndng  the  anr^us,  which 
took  place  after  the  oompromise  of  1888,  and 
resuItedfTomtbe lands, Bsthetableshowed.  Ha 
said,  also,  there  waa  an  excuse  for  It  with  thoae 
who  were  determined  upon  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  then  amom^ng  to  70  miUiooi;  and 
was  paid  off  in  1886.  Ur.  B.  aaid  that  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  waa  a  great  ot^etA  with  many 
of  those  who  voted  for  a*  aot  of  1898— not  fbr 
the  mere  name  of  it,  but  for  the  snbetantial  ad- 
vantage of  redacbg  dutiee  when  It  waa  p^d. 
This  rednotion  QenMal  Jaokaon  propoaed  to 
make,  and  to  make  it  upon  the  priudpla  of 
discriminating  between  luxuries  and  neoeatariee, 
and  giving  incidental  protection  to  home  indna- 
try.  He  was  for  Incidental  protection,  result- 
ing  from  a  £^  revenue  dn^;  ai^  read  an 
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extract  from  the  addresa  of  the  Bepablicen 
conveiitioa  in  Viiv^ia,  in  Uarcb,  1889,  as  oon- 
t^ing  wliat  he  believed  to  be  the  old  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratio  party,  fbund  in  Qie 
act  of  1T89,  and  in  Biibwquent  revenue  acts; 

"  Nor  Ib  the  tariff  question  finallj  a^jmted ;  for  It 
mnEt  be  recollected  t^  the  compromiM  act  exidr» 
hi  184S,  and  before  Iliat  period  anivcA,  ila  proviaiona 
must  be  reviaed  and  resettled.  It  naf  bt^pen,  if  a 
wise  palic7  preTaila,  that  our  mana&cturiog  brethren 
of  the  Honh  and  West  irill  be  content  with  iuch 
Ineidenlai  protectum  as  will  b«  aSbrded  b;  dnties 
laid  to  supply  the  constltuUonil  wanta  of  the  Govera- 
ment.  But  it  is  impossible  to  fmesee  what  direction 
maj  be  given  to  that  subject  by  wily  politicians,  and  the 
importunate  demands  of  intereMed  petitionets." 

Vr.  B.  took  np  tiie  oonolniting  vrorda  of  Gob 
extract,  and  saiil,vbat  the  able  men  wbo  sigDod 
it  could  not  foresee,  was  now  revealed  to  us. 
The  wil7  politicians  aad  the  interested  peti- 
tioners had  produced  Qie  monstrous  bill  before 
them,  and  the  tnonstrons  manner  in  which  it 
was  passed.  This  called  from  Mr.  B.  a  severe 
examination  of  the  bill,  witli  a  contrast  be- 
tween the  promises  and  the  performances  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  got  possession  of  the 
Government.  He  displayed  the  character  of 
the  bill,  being  for  protection  direct,  and  not 
for  revenne,  and  also  for  being  political,  in  pro- 
dacing  a  certMn  effect  npon  the  Freeideot.  He 
classed  its  series  under  three  heads — intrinuo 
iniquities — coDjanotion  with  the  lands— and 
the  mode  of  its  passage.  He  explored  each  of 
these  heads,  and  on  tlie  latter  was  vehement 
and  emphatic  in  denouncing  it  as  passed  out  of 
doors,  and  no  amendment  allowed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, or  chance  given  for  it  to  get  bade  to  the 
Hoose,  that  thej  might  oorreot  what  they  found 
to  be  wrong.  He  treated  it  as  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  to  pass  laws  in  this  way — ont 
of  doors;  and  declared  thd^t  he  and  his  friends 
had  never  controlled  any  one's  vote  in  cancns. 
He  said  they  met  in  caucns ;  bnt  it  was  to  de- 
cide upon  the  conduct  of  business,  and  not  to 
govern  any  Senator's  vote.  He  B«d  ten  States 
on  this  floor  had  been  deprived  of  their  legis- 
lative authority,  in  making  thb  tax  bill  of  64 
pages ;  and  the^  by  a  vote  out  of  doors — the 
vole  which  dedded  that  no  amendment  should 
be  made  to  the  bill,  and  even  tbat  the  eighteen 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  should  be  r^eot«d  by  the  votes  of  the 
committee  theroeelvesl 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  design  in  preventing 
amendments  must  be  for  one  of  two  pur- 
poses :  either  to  send  tbe  bill  to  the  President 
as  it  was,  to  produce  some  political  effect  from 
his  action  upon  it;  ot  to  prevent  the  Honse  of 
BepresenUtives  from  retonchiog  or  amendine 
their  own  work.  In  either  event,  he  treated 
the  oondoct  of  th«  m^ority  as  taetioaa  and  uo- 
constitut^onal.  But  we  have  no  space  nor  time 
for  further  notice  of  his  speech  in  this  running 
report  He  oonoluded  by  saying  that,  after  tbis 
bill  was  passed,  (if  it  did  pass,)  the  United 
States  would  sit  for  the  piotura  of  tu&tlon, 


which  had  been  drawn  in  the  Edinhoi^  B» 
view  Bome  years  ago.  Ur.  B.  read  th»  utml 
aa  follows ;  ata^g  that  we  had  one  tidsg  to 
add,  which  was  not  found  in  the  £d^^ 
tore — and  that  was  aalL  Salt  was  free  in  big- 
land  !  it  was  heavily  and  uneqtially  taudben 
In  all  tbe  rest,  the  pictorea  were  pretty  mA 
alike.  He  showed  anEng^ish  paper ecDtdiiiif 
Sir  Bobert  Feel's  late  tanfl;  and  uid  thit«n 
bill  was  longer  than  his,  and  bad  a  iMj  at 
section  at  l£e  end  of  it,  to  catch  all  tlutTK 
forgotten,  and  pnt  20  per  cent,  npcn  it  Tin 
following  was  uie  extract : 

"  Taiefl  npon  every  article  whldi  nteti  iitto  tbi 
mouth,  orcovera  the  bade,  oris  placed  undcitbtfM. 
Taxes  upon  every  thing  which  Is  pleaaant  to  BN,  h«, 
feel,  smelt,  or  taste.  Taxes  ap<ni  untmlh,  li^ad 
locomotion.  Taxes  on  every  thing  on  earth,  lod  ike 
walMS  under  tbe  earth :  on  ereiy  tUng  ttu  cms 
from  abroad,  or  la  grown  at  hom&  TanMaeOem 
material ;  taxes  on  every  fresh  vahie  that  is  added  W 
itbythehiduBtryofmau.  Taxea  on  tbe  saiavU 
pampets  a  man's  appetite,  and  tbe  dng  that  iHUH 
ri'm  (o  health ;  on  the  ermine  which  demrua  ik 
judge,  snd  the  rope  which  bansi  the  aimim];  mlie 
brass  nulla  of  thecoffln,  and  the  ribbons  of  Ibc  bri& 
At  bed  or  board,  levant  ot  couehatU,  we  must  pay.  Hi 
Bchool-boy  whips  his  taxed  top,  the  be«dlMa  ynd 
maoagea  his  taied  horse  with  a  taxed  bridlf,  bb  i 
taxed  road.  The  d3^ng  Eaglisfaman  pomi  Mi  dkA 
cme  which  has  paid  7  per  centum,  hilo  a  ^kmhi  diri 
has  paid  IE  per  centum  ;  ftngs  himself  bxi  Bpoa  til 
cbinti  bed  wliid>  has  paid  S3  per  c^itom;  m^tii 
will  on  an  £S  Stamp,  and  expirea  in  tbe  anna  J  a 
apothecu?  who  has  paid  a  lioenee  of  £100  lor  it 
privilege  of  puttliw  him  to  death.  Hi*  wbok  f«f- 
erty  is  then  ImmellMely  taxed  from  a  to  10  ]»» 
turn.  Beaidea  tlie  probate,  huge  fee*  are  doudd 
for  burying  iiim  in  the  diaiicel ;  bis  virtoei  ire  i^ 
ed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed  marble  j  lud  b  ii 
then  gathered  to  hia  fathers,  to  be  taxed  no  men.' 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  cf  ^ 
bill,  Mr.  Bdchanut  demanded  tbe  yeas  ul 
nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  £vAS8  then  rose  and  addresMd  tbe  Se^ 
ate.  He  had  hoped  that  this  bill  vtnld  bn 
been  suffered  to  proceed,  witlioot  adverts^  to 
the  past  oontroveraiee  of  partieSL  He,  bbiwC 
had  abstained  lh>m  saeh  allnaiona,  and  wnh 
oontinne  to  do  so.  He  should  not  have  naea 
now,  had  it  not  been  neoeaasry  for  him,  ia  i^ 
briefest  possible  maimer,  to  aoBwcra  km- 
marks  made  by  tbe  Benators  fron  Soulb  Ch» 
lina  (Hr.  Oalhouh)  and  Uiaaonri,  (Hr.  Burnt.) 
They  had  asked  where  were  tfaoae  nbttd^ 
ments  and  rednctions  which  had  beoi  jweoaw 
by  the  party  now  in  power,  wb«i  it  wta  in  t» 
pursuit  of  power  I  He  (Mr.  K.)  wwilJ  ^ 
expected  that  they  would  at  least  wait  tiH  tw 
books  for  one  year  had  been  made  iqi.  ^H^^ 
the  books  ahall  have  been  made  up,  be  wmh 
assure  the  gentlemen  that  they  would  findlW 
considerable  retrenobmenta  bad  bera  imda-- 
considerable  reductions  in  every  dsparttwrt 
of  the  Government.  The  pai^  in  po*«  W 
had  to  pay  off  aneanges  left  by  their  jt^ 
cessora ;  and  to  provide  for  their  Atba.    "• 
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divgM  made  against  tiie  party  now  in  power 
bid  been  repe^edlj'  reflited.  Bat,  as  one  of 
the  inoBt  popular  writers  of  the  preaeot  dar 
hid  taid,  UMre  ia  nothing  so  tensciona  of  life 
u  popular  arrors.  £ill  them  here  h>-dar,  and 
fon  meet  tbem  to-morrow,  a  hnndrad  miles  o£ 
H  tbH  of  life  and  rigor  aa  if  tbej  neTCr  bad 
be«D  killed. 

Mr.  E.  eotered  into  details  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  late  Administration  to  bo  met  bj 
this  Admiidatration,  and  alao  detaila  of  the 
nTsaoe  left  to  meet  their  ^propriatioiis. 

Fire  miUioDB  of  trewnrr  notea,  and  18  or  14 
mlUioDS  of  rarenne,  vwe  all  that  the  late  Ad- 
ministration left  t«  meet  their  SO  mOUoDS  of 
^ipnpriatioDa  and  ontstanding  debt  aad  arrear- 
■gee;  sod  beoaose  the  partj  now  in  power 
1     ktre  Itad  to  ruae  means  to  meet  these  demands 
on  the  treasury,  they  are  denonnoed  as  pro- 
'     meting  exbvTsganoe,  to  raise  tariff  for  proteo- 
1     tioD. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Uissomi  talked  of  this 
'  sew  impodtion  of  twenty-seven  millions  of 
dollua.  It  is  bnt  a  revinon  of  the  tariff  add- 
'  lug  not  more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  Cazatioa  derived  from  duties  on  imports. 
Much  is  gained  bj  the  oorreotion  of  frauds, 
wbieb  the  Benator  from  New  Hampshire, 
while  Beentuj  of  the  Treasniy,  coud  not 
indooe  his  Oo&mw  to  oorrect. 

All  he  (Ur.  E.}  asked,  waa  revenne  enoogh 
to  pay  the  debts  left  by  tin  late  A^inisbration, 
and  p^  all  «xpenditnrea  fbr  tlie  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  the  Oovu-nment.  Give  him  the  same 
reTena&  and  tbe  same  capital  to  expend,  which 
that  Administration  had  had,  and  he  would 
SDgage  to  hBva  anrptDBenongb  to  distribate  the 

Sroceeda  of  the  lands  fyr  the  benefit  of  the 
tttes,  witbont  feeUng  aaj  Inooavenieuoe. 

He  wonld  not  ent^  Into  crimination  or  re- 
tErimiaatioo ;  for  be  considered  snoh  a  oonrse 
ootof  plftoe  on  an  occasion  tike  this. 

Then  the  gentlemen  opposite  were  asked 
what  they  irontd  prt^ioae  for  tbe  enpport  of 
the  OoremmeDt,  and  relief  of  the  treasury  from 
its  piaaent  cmbarrassmenta,  tbe  Senator  from 
SoQth  Oarolina  replied  that,  when  ezpenditares 
were  brooght  down  to  tbe  mlnimom,  and  the 
lind  fond  was  restfved  to  the  treasory,  ha  would 
tell  what  he  would  do. 


and  to  tboae  of  the  Senator  from  Uiaaoori,  de- 
nying that  greater  prosperity  esist»d  now,  than 
did  previoua  to  ih«  passage  of  tbe  compromise 
act. 

He  stated  tbat  the  duties  were  now  lower 
than  they  ever  bad  been ;  yet  no  inoreaai 
importations  bad  taken  piece.  Instead  ol 
orrased  prosperity,  every  thing  was  going 
down.  There  la  no  bank  now ;  no  high  taxes ; 
plenty  of  money  was  to  be  had  in  the  lai^ 
dtico,  if  tl>ere  was  any  bnslneBs  to  oaQ  for  it ; 
bnt  it  wae  lying  idle.  What  evidence  was  all 
this  of  the  blessing  of  low  taxes  I  During  1888, 
'34,  'SS,  '86,  '87  ue  prioes  were  high,  and  tbe 


coontry  was  pron»eroas ;  bnt  these  were  not 
of  low  dimes.    The  average  of  duties 


He  did  not  sea  liow  a  nation  could  be  Injured 
by  having  a  balance  in  its  favor  between  its 
exports  and  its  imports,  to  be  paid  in  gold  and 
fdlver.  It  was  Inst  as  it  is  between  two  labor- 
ers ;  when  the  labor  of  one  is  counted  against 
the  labor  of  tbe  other,  if  a  balance  is  due  to 
one,  it  is  fair  it  should  be  paid  in  spede,  that 
he  may  have  it  to  meet  his  debts  and  his  taxes, 
Vheo  a  balance  is  received  by  a  nation  in  gold 
and  silver,  if  it  oconrs  aocording  to  tbe  natural 
operations  of  trad&  it  must  be  an  advantage-' 
or  be  shonld  read  Us  books  ot  politiosl  eoono- 
my  again. 

Such  tables  as  bad  been  quoted  showed  noth- 
ing definitely.  They  only  abowed  the  qoontlty 
of  bnsinees  done,  bnt  did  not  show  whether 
that  bnaineas  was  done  at  a  loss  or  gain. 

Tbe  Senator  &om  South  Carolina  had  said 
that  tbe  amount  of  the  annnal  exports  of  the 
country  was  one  hundred  milHons.  But  tbe 
productions  of  tbe  cotmtry  were  two  thousand 
millions ;  and  out  of  this  two  thousand  mil- 
lions, one  hundred  millions  only  are  «n>orted ; 
leaving  nineteen  hundred  millions  to  be  oon- 
sumed  at  home.  Tet  the  whole  prosperity  of 
the  country  is  sMd  to  be  dependent  on  this  one 
hundred  nullions  of  exports.  The  Senator  im- 
agines that  tbe  interests  involved  in  those  one 
hundred  millions  are  ten  to  one,  compared  with 
tbe  manufactures.  If  the  Senator  calculates  all 
the  artisans,  artists,  merchants,  &imere,  labor- 
ers, and  oonstmiers  dependent  on  the  mannfao* 
tnrera,  be  will  find  his  estimato  of  ten  to  one 
oujriit  to  be  reversed. 

The  Senator  thinks  prices  may  be  very 
low,  and  wages  very  high.  Such  a  thing  may 
be  within  tbe  limits  of  possibility,  bnt  not  ot 
probability.  He,  on  the  contrary,  tbou^t  if 
there  was  a  reduction  of  prices,  the  very  first 
thing  to  feel  tbe  reduction  was  wages.  He 
adverted  to  the  distress  prevuling  in  England, 
in  proof  of  this. 

The  great  test  of  the  prosperity  of  a  ooontry 
was,  in  his  mind,  the  high  price  of  wages. 
What  is  to  keep  up  tbe  price  of  wa^  bnt  high 
prioes  f  Bnt  now  a  new  doctrine  is  broached 
— that  low  prises  and  low  wages  are  a  blessing, 
and  tbat  our  products  may  be  exported.  What 
waa  tbe  use  of  sending  our  products  abroad 
at  low  prices?  Why  send  anything  abroad 
that  can  be  ooDsnmed  at  home  on  n: 


of  our  products  at  home,  we  are  b 
stmctlon  because  our  exports  of  o 
millions  are  not  kept  np  f 
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trade.  He  (Hr.  E.)  baUovod  the  nrtne;  be 
believed  that  the  m^oiitr  of  naliixu  wwe 
aduptisg  the  protectWe  sr*t«n,  and  beaotnlng 
their  own  mana&eturwi. 

Ut.  Woodbubt  eaid  that  tb*  Senitor  from 
Mtine  bad  bean  pleaied  to  notioe  him  by 
MHue  penooal  aUnaiotu,  wbioh  demanded  a 
brief  reply. 

Ur.  W.  bad  Mid  umtUag  v^aferer,  as  had 
been  represented,  of  ajiy  natantl  nUeofdntj. 
Bnt  what  he,  in  fact,  did  lay,  waa,  that  the  rate 
of  90  per  oent  had  been  eipt«aalT  >Hreed  on 
In  the  oompromiaa  aotaaajaatandHdBdeutlr 
Ugh  rate  ui  imports ;  that  the  ofrinlona  of 
Muh  dimognlihed  attfemMn  aa  were  eng«Md 
la  the  oompromiae^  and  had  then,  aa  well  aa 
riooe,  approTod  11^  (and  fi^  whoae  eondoet 
tbore  had  reocnilj  bMB  ehdmed  great  ^orj,) 
were  entitled  to  mnch  reepeot;  that  aeveral 
■UAhma  abroad  had  find  on  a  rate  bdow,  or 
no  higher  than  20  per  arat ;  and  that  thia  waa 
ooite  «  high  proportion  M  taxation  on  that 
kind  of  ptopMtr,  oonipared  with  what  waa 
naaalljr  impoaed  in  thia  eonntajr  on  other  prap- 

Waa  not  tbia  fair  reaaoningt  And  had  the 
Ibroe  of  It  been  met  bj  «  ringle  BigonMOtt 

Why,  rir,  one  &ot  la  demonitntive  of  Its 
corrootaeaa.  Compating,  as  many  haTe,  the 
wh<de  propwtr  tn  the  Union  at  lonr  thooiand 
millions  <a  dtdlara,— a  tax  of  80  per  oenL  on  an 
that,    would  jiM  nght  bnndred  milUonB; 


in  the  United  States,  even  if  thia  bill  paai> 
«B.  That  is  not  one-tenth  eo  nraoh  as  70a 
would  impose  on  imports  by  a  rate  of  only  SO 

Is  that  not  Irteftitable  erldenee  that  fiO  per 
oent.  ii  quite  hl^  enoogh,  and  even  too  high, 
ftir  a  bir  proportion  of  taxation  on  import* 

Ur.  SniMORs  and  Mr.  Wbiobt  made  a  few 
remarks— 4be  latter  stating  his  snxiety  to  see 
Uie  vote  taken,  as  some  exonse  for  postponing 
to  another  ocoauon  n  few  inqnirles  he  bad  to 
amke  of  tha  cdiaiiman  of  the  finance  Oonunlt- 


,  UiUer,  Uorcbead,  Piielpa,  Porler,  Biminoiu, 
Smith  of  Indisna,  Spngue,  TsUmsdge,  White,  and 
Woodbridgt — 26. 

If  ITS.— 'Hesn^  AQ^  Btghr,  Benton,  Bochanui, 
OsIhouD,  Cnthbert,  ^ton,  QrshBin,  King,  T.ln", 
MeRoberti,  Pratton,  RivM,  BeTler,  Smith  of  Con- 
neetlcnt.  Stni^eon.  Tippen,  Walker,  WUoox,  W11> 
Hams,  Woodbuiy,  Wright,  and  7oaag~2S. 


The  Benate  then  a^Jooisod. 


UttSBXt,  August  e. 


the  United  Slatea  was  next  tab*  np. 

Mr.  WoiiuiB  was  in  JhTor  of  the  trass 
<tfft  Sflhori  tora»Bmni  Mrvise;  bathn 
apprehemriTO  that  this  adtempt  to  oUtU 
flresdiools  wonUbi).  Vben  effiemrffti 
navy  are  ^ipdated  to  tboee  sdioa)^  thfj  m 
taken  from  Uie  re^inlar  aeniee;  andanttMiif 
la  created  te  filltaiff  tbsir  plaaca.  Tliepiirf 
<dBoert  fbr  one  a^ool  would  be  tti,m:  t 
three  aohools  bi«  catabUsiMd,  the  p^  odCm 
will  be  $78,000.  lUa  wotdd  be  a  eomdMh 
incseana  of  expeoae.  He  appcdunded,  ila 
the  experlmeot  waa  tried  indTCScho^tlat 
wonld  be  a  fUlnre.  He  tbo^it  one  idri 
wonM  be  fonnd  mcje  sntjuaaaftil. 

Mr.  AxoBKK  aaid  the  mtijeot  bad  bcoi  nds 
oonsideratioa  from  the  bmiinning  01Q»» 
don.  It  was  notorious  th^  it  has  bB«i  tta 
matter  of  snrprlse,  that,  whfla  theUmtcd&aa 
bad  takm  sacb  pains  to  benefit  ^  mnitti 
the  eonntry  by  a  military  Madeu7,  no  otnki 
bad  been  made  to  estaUidi  a  cornqMsiii 
naval  aeadraiy.  He  pofait«d  ont  that,  V^  Oi 
propodtion  of  the  bill,  tltwe  woald  be  M  idfr 
ttonal  expense  bnttbatof  $B,OOOforiiiniiMt 
and  the  pay  of  teaebera ;  aa  there  wwiUka 
addltiona]  pnr  Av  offieera,  ratioB^  or  leatiM 
He  ezidained  the  reason  fitr  adMliDg  na> 
forts  for  the  location  of  tiiese  tchodi.  A 
ooold  imagine  no  plan  ao  ftaa  from  eipn*,' 
ao  aooeptaUe  to  tlie  ootuitfy  and  ths  Goto 
ment. 

The  bill  waa  then  re^  a  tiilrd  time;  « 


v4iich  wei«  ordered. 

Mr.  EiNO  suggested  the  prnxiely,  If  E* 
eral  consent,  of  altaring  the  bill  so  u  u  ■» 
thorize  an  experiment  to  be  asda  m  (3 
school  only. 

Mr.  Akbxb  explained,  that  tttere  vmldtt 
greater  exprasa  and  danger  of  UJingii* 
ttBhptios  one  adhooL  tiuui  In  frying  the  BOiSf 
propoaed  byUwbilL 

Mr.  ALLnr  said  he  bad  no  donU  bat  tW 
nxTal  schools  mi^t  hvre  bentAs  tU-^ 
them;  bnt  if  now  estabUdied,  be  ftand  AV 
would,  like  West  P<rint,  degantcsle.  "> 
West  P<unt  academy  bad  become  a  nonHt" 
wealthy  yoong  mot,  who  d>tstDsd  u* 
edacation  at  Ute  pnbUe  expone,  sai  "* 
entered  on  tlte  praetioe  of  lav  or  tb«  pa* 


ot  scoM  other  nrofeariea.    » 

eooMbe  oonflned  to  theswis  ofpeor  TJW 

or  of  officers  wbo  have  lUkn  in  tb«  '^^* 
tboii  oonntry,  he  nd^t  approve  of  tiMOiM 
he  fbared  they  wonld  beeone  nm  v^ 
■  •  gat  thar  own  i«* 
[  It  die  pal>li> » 
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to  aw.]  Jfmal 

Ha  eatimAted  that  8  oat  of  i  ot  the  ^onng 
hmq  edacated  at  West  Point  retired  from  that 
riaoe  to  nntaiae  law,  or  to  eut«r  Bome  pro- 
MHon.  Be  regarded  wrnMon  board  of  a  ahip 
H  the  beat  lohool  to  whioh  the  Ttnmg  men  of 
the  navjr  ooold  go.  At  preaent,  wj  entered  at 
tte  age  of  18  or  14,  and  had  everj'  fbcili^  to 
■equire  experlenoe  of  all  kinds.  In  their  long 
life— travelliDg  every  qoarter  of  the  globe — 
they  were  afforded  opportonitlee  to  aoqnire 
infonna^oB  npoD  aO  iDlfjeots.  He  did  not 
oppoae  the  bill  before  tbe  Benate  on  aoeonnt 
eiRBroppoeitloii  tothenaTy  or  army  Berrioe; 
but  beoaose  tbe  inatitndonj  to  be  seated 
would  decenera^  and  beooma,  like  West 
Point,  a  puce  of  pabvnue,  where  the  aona  of 
tbe  nob,  and  those  able  to  edncate  tbem, 
woold  obtain  oommiMiona,  instead  of  tfaoee  of 
hnmUer,  bat  eqoally  worthy  parentage.  He 
expreated  It  aa  bis  opinion  that  the  aoaaeni  j  at 
Vest  Point  ebonld  be  remodelled,  if  not  en- 
ttfdr  di^DMd  with. 

Mr.  AsoaaB  obeerred,  that  tbe  objection  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  was  to  any  school  at 
■U,  as  well  as  to  the  five  sehoola  propoaed.  He 
was  tore  tbe  Smator  from  Sonth  Oarolioa 
conJd  not  be  opposed  to  any  naval  s(diool  for 
this  OoTerameot.  At  14  years  of  age,  a  young 
manoangointotbenavy  a«midshi[HnAn,  Bow 
br  eau  he  be  qoalifled  to  make  an  able  officer 
st  that  (get    An  effident  naval  <rfftcer  dionld 


[Aw 


f,  184* 


be  well  instmoted  in  many 
mere  working  of  a  ship.  Very  often  tiie  high- 
est qoestlons  of  diplomaoy  are  neoeaaarlly  re~ 
ferrad  to  the  officers  of  the  navy.  He  bad 
always  thonght  it  an  opprobrlnm  to  this 
Gnvenunect  that  it  had  gone  to  no  expense, 
and  had  made  no  adeqnate  effort  to  provide 
efficient  officers  tnunea  from  tlieir  yonth  for 
the  servioe.  All  who,  with  htm,  Attached  im- 
portance to  the  real  valne  of  the  naval  service^ 
woold  nnlte  with  him  in  snataining  this  bill. 

Mr.  EiNo  had  none  of  the  fears  entertained 
by  the  Senator  ftora  Ohio.  He  shonld  prefer 
an  ezperiment  of  one  school  at  first :  bat,  if  he 
eoold  not  get  the  bill  modified  to  uiat  extent, 
he  woold  vote  for  the  bill,  even  a*  it  is.  There 
were  profeesora  on  board  ships  already  for  tiie 
instmction  of  midahipmen.  Wonid  It  not  be 
ef  great  importance  to  midahipmen  not  oa 
dn^,  to  have  these  mbook  to  resort  to,  for 
eompleting  thrir  ednoationf 

Hr.  SiorB,  of  Oonnecdcnt,  olfjeeted  to  the 
whole  system  of  forming  Oovernment  hot-beda 
for  etimnlatiog  one  class  of  individnaJs  to  rise 
at  the  expense  of  the  pablio,  above  tbe  natnral 
talenta,  enterprise,  ana  ability  of  other  individ- 
uals. It  is  raimng  op  a  barrier  against  the 
latter,  and  dotting  them  ont  from  the  fruits 
of  hcxMiratde  amlntion,  which  onght  to  be  left 
open  to  tbe  sonstrfeTery  citixen,  and  notooa- 
uied  to  a  favond  few. 

Ur.  BvraaaAv  remarind,  tbat  he  should 
not  ban  said  a  vrord  npan  thla  bill  but  for 
the  fket  tbat  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  oalM. 
Inasmnoli,  however,  as  he  had  determined  to 


vote  against  it,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  consid' 
ered  hostile  to  the  navy,  or  to  edncadon,  ho 
wonld  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  his 
vote.  He  thoaght  that  we  were  a  nation  of 
msgntfloent  ideas;  bnt,  nnfortnnately,  we  had 
not  the  money  to  carry  them  ont.  Thia  bill 
oont^ned  abont  as  splendid  a  scheme  as  was 
ever  l>efore  Oongresa.  If  it  was  confined  to 
the  estAblishment  of  one  school  only,  he  woald 
not  oppose  it.  Bnt  what  did  it  propose?  To 
transfer  five  of  our  fortifications  from  the  saper- 
int«iidenac  of  the  War  Department  to  that  of 
the  Navy  DeparbnentL  which  hereafter  was  to 
have  exclnsive  ctmtrol  over  them.  Thns  five 
of  onr  military  fbrtaflcationa,  erected  at  great 
expense,  for  the  protectioli  of  onr  people,  were 
to  be  pat  in  the  possessicHi  of  the  Navy  Bepart- 
ment.  And  whyt  Five  ecboobs  were  to  be 
established:  to  teach  whom!  At  preaent 
there  were  490  mldBhipmen,  each  of  whom  was 
reqnired  to  servo  three  years  on  ship  before 
he  ooold  be  examined.  Therefore,  the  num- 
ber who  conld  be  la  those  sehools  at  onoe 
amoonted  to  108.  At  this  time  of  the  day, 
when  we  were  redooiog  all  oor  espenditnres, 
and  it  had  been  determined  that  no  more  mid- 
Hhipmea  Hboold  be  appointed,  he  ooold  not 
vote  for  snch  a  meaanre  as  this. 

But  It  has  been  eoid  tJiat  this  measnre 
wonld  cost  bnt  little.  [Mr.  Abohxb,  I  aud 
it  would  bo  a  saving.]  Yes,  that  wonld  save 
money  to  the  Qovemment!  This  was  the 
way  in  which  all  these  scbemea  were  insinnated 
into  fitvor.  Let  ns  see  what  it  will  cost  The 
Secretarj  of  the  Navy  is  to  have  an  appropiia* 
Uon  of  |2,000,  to  fit  oat  the  five  forbficationi 
for  the  purposes  of  naval  schools.  Now,  doee 
any  one  HOppose  that  $400  each  wonld  be  snffl- 
oient  to  plaoe  these  furtificatione  in  a  proper 
condition  for  schools  t  Fonr  hnndred  dounn 
to  convert  into  sohooh  fortifications  erected 
at  the  expense  of  millions  I 

Bnt  the  Secretary  is  also  anOiorlzed  to 
appoint  asmanyteaobers  of  foreign  laognages  as 
he  may  think  fit,  at  9800  per  annum,  and  two 
rations  per  d^.  How  many  officers  are  yon  oreat' 
ing  by  this  Mttborilrt  Ton  know  not.  There 
is  no  limit  pnt  npon  the  Secretary.  His  power 
is  nnllmiteo,  and  language  is  general.  Agda : 
|1,000  Is  to  1m  Bppnqiriated  to  tbe  purchase  of 
a  model  steam-englTie  for  each  of  the  five 
schools.  Here  Is  |6  000  for  the  use  of  model 
engines — to  teach  what  I  To  teach  the  Imys, 
who  sboald  know  their  ase  and  application. 
To  be  used  where  t  At  the  fbrtifications,  in- 
stead  of  on  theships  where  they  arc  applied,  and 
their  power  broaght  into  play.  In  addition  to 
these  items,  the  bill  proposes  to  appropriate 
$6,000  for  the  purchase  of  neoeasary  ftimitiiie 
and  for  contingent  expenses. 

He  admitted  that  the  navy  had  covered  Itself 
with  glory,  and  that  its  officers  were  iDt«Uigent 
men.  He  was  wilUng  to  give  them  proper  in- 
struction ;  and  had  the  Secretary  proposed  to 
eetabliah  one,  inctead  of  five  sc^oot^  be  would 
not  have  determined  to  vote  against  tho  bilL 
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At  present,  howoTdr,  when  Oongren  waa 
redacbg  all  the  exMOses  of  the  Oovenuneut, 
and  when  the  midBoipmen  would  be  reduced, 
he  oonld  not  consent  to  anj  anoh  proportion 
fta  the  one  before  the  Senate.  This  eoheme 
was  bat  the  fonnd&tion  for  a  larger  extablWb- 
tnont.  West  Point  Aoademj  was  started  upon 
■  mnoh  less  appropriation.  Oet  these  foridnca- 
tions  into  the  power  of  the  Secretarj  of  the 
Nar;,  and,  ere  long,  there  will  be  a  magnifi- 
oent  establishment,  and  the  SeoretarT'  soon 
clothed  with  the  power  to  send  whom  ha 
pleases  to  these  schools,  to  be  educated  by  the 
OoTeroment. 

Ur.  Calboim  thooght  if  one  oeutral  school 
was  established,  io  which  all  the  foroee  in- 
traded  to  be  aoattered  on  Mveral  institutions 
were  concentrated,  it  wonid  he  vaatly  better 
than  Tfmiring  this  scheme  of  seTeral  schools. 

Mr.  Abohkb  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  eugTMsed  for  a 
third  readily. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Tot« 
was  reconsidered. 

TuETOAT,  Angnst  9. 
JfimU  Sehoob. 

The  bin  to  provide  for  tbe  eetsbliahment  of 
DaTsl  schools  waa  taken  np  as  the  nnfinished 
business  of  jesterdaj,  under  the  ^edal  order. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  strudsg  out  tbe 
word  "  five ;  "  and  it  waa  stricken  oat, 

Hr.  Oalhocn  was  of  opiiutm  there  should 
be  onlf  one  school ;  and  tiiat  should  be  some- 
where on  the  Chesapeake  Baj.  He  would 
move  to  fill  the  blank  with  "  one." 

Mr.  AsoHBs  asked  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  to  inclade  the  location  on  the  Chesa- 
peake B»,j. 

Several  auggestiona  were  made  hj  differ«at 
Senators,  as  to  location;  which  resulted  m  its 
being  fixed  at  some  fortifioation  at  or  near  Fort 
Uonroe :  this  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  "  Shall  the  Ull  be 
eOgroBsed  for  a  third  reading  t  " 

Mr.  WooDBtiRT  stated  that  the  flnt  and  fn- 
diapensable  point  with  a  young  officer  was, 
whether  he  could  bear  the  exposure  and  roll  of 
the  ocean.  If  he  oonld  not,  all  expense  in 
educating  him  for  tbe  service  was  lost.  Hence 
the  first  order  long  had  been,  and  should  con- 
tinue to  be,  an  order  to  sea.  After  that  experi- 
ment, if  tbe  constitution  and  tastes  of  the  mdi- 
vidusi  proved  suitable,  it  was  not  only  pro^ 
to  ^ve  him  aid  by  literary  and  scientific  m- 
Btrnction  on  shipbMU^,  but,  when  off  duty,  on 
shore.  The  deck  of  the  vessel,  however,  was 
the  best  school-house  or  academy  to  begin 
with ;  and  there  to  mingle  explanations  and 
reading  with  actual  ezperiment.  Even  on 
abore,  the  teaching  should  be  rather  to  occupy 
suitably  his  lehnire  hours,  and  advance  him  in 
hia  naval  pursuits,  than  to  give  him  land  habits 
or  land  tastes.  The  naval  officer  shoold  be  a 
iidlor — an    informed,  intelligent,  moral,    and 


intellectual  sailor,  if  yon  please ;  but  still  t  aci 
of  the  ocean,  and  dedicated,  heart  and  iml,  n» 
life,  to  all  its  arduous  duties — greet  npcnn 
and  high  responsibilities.  In  tmtli,  tu  Iftn 
Amm  it  on  the  mountain  wate, 

Mr.  W.  bad  no  great  objection  to  (hupni 
a  receiving  ship  (the  nanal  place  for  iostncli^ 
to  a  fort  or  barraoks,  or  otner  suitable  bdUini 
connected  with  some  naval  station ;  thm^ 
in  some  respects,  a  vessel  had  adfsntsgu  tor 
illustrations  of  uaatical  terms,  and  for  fonusf 
naatical  tastes  and  habits.  A  vessel  ahinld  te 
used  for  abort  experimental  onuses  freqimth, 
even  if  tbe  school  was  on  shore.  BnthB» 
tertained  a  decided  opinion  that  tbe  iibal(» 
tablishment  should  be  under  naval  offce:^ 
naval  discipline,  and  the  Jurisdictioa  of  kkm 
naval  station.  And  so  far  from  admittiiig  U 
the  school  any  not  officers,  or  officers  bam 
having  seen  sea-service,  he  felt  confident  tliH 
abuses  wonld  creep  in,  and  the  wbde  Klme 
prove  abortive,  If  either  of  theae  courses  *ii 
tolerated.  Such,  in  a  few  words,  were  bii 
general  views  on  this  topic.  Assorsd  u  It 
was  that  this  school  would  be  oondnclsd  m 
the  principles  he  approved,  his  vote  would  ^ 
given  for  tbe  bilL 

Tbe  qneation  waa  then  taken,  and  resolttdi 
the  affinnative,  as  follows : 

YSAB.— Ueasn.  Areber,  Barrow,  Bajud,  K^ 
turn,  CalhoDD,  Chosle,  Clayton,  CnKi,  Thjm, 
Evut,  King,  Hsngmn,  UiUer,  Iforehesi,  'Sm, 
Bevier,  Smi£  of  Induna,  Sturgeon,  Wslkei,  WHM 
Woodbury,  and  Young— SB. 

Nats.— Mens.  Alien,  Bsgby,  Benton,  &ntt  d 
Connecticut,  and  Woodbridge — S. 


TuasDAT,  Angnst  B. 
The  Tar^  Veto. 

The  BpKAKKn  announced  "  A  MeMsp  bw 
the  Pre^dentof  the  United  States;"  ud^ 
handed  it  to  the  Qerk,  who  read  tbs  foUnnf 

HSSSA.QS. 
7bauS6ut»ofIi*prtmlali—^tluU»MSUa: 

It  is  with  onfeigned  regret  that  1  And  njidr  D- 
der  the  neoM^ty  of  retnraing  lo  the  Boot  afjj^ 
rceentatlTes,  with  my  objectioni,  a  biU  tsM 
'■An  act  to  provide  reveniie  fkwn  i^oms".' 
ehsDge  and  modify  esiadng  laws  iKposiBg  Mi* 
on  imports,  and  for  other  poiposes."  Kotliiit<« 
be  mors  Mlnfal  to  any  indiridnal  eeOed  vfi** 
perform  the  chief  eiecnUve  dntiM  nader  ow  f» 
ited  conatitution,  than  to  be  consbwatd  ■"  "J^ 
hold  bis  ssseot  from  an  important  nwaime  xl'if'* 
by  tbe  LegisUture.  Te(  he  wooM  ndtbcr  MB 
tbe  hish  porposes  of  bia  stoioa,  nor  coeoU  <* 
tnie  interests  or  the  solemn  viU  of  the  Vf*^ 
common  constilnents  of  both  bru>d«s  c"*"  ^ 
emment— t>y   yielding   lus   wdl-«oa*«4  ■>* 


deepJy  fiied;  and  repeatedly  *<J«^**i^ 
"  " pntdla  cone 


iW*- 


matteieef  great  pi .    , 

co-ordinate  department,  witbetit  nqowsgu* "T 
partment  serionaly  to  te-eismlM  lh»  ^*? 
their  difference.  Tbe  eierdie  of  sooi*  ""Pwl 
enceof  Jodgment  in  ragsidto  aU  •«(«(«  "«»* 
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gga,  i>  ^unlj  implied  in  the  rsapODtibillt;  of  *p- 
praviig  ibtBL  At  alt  times  ft  duty,  it  becomes  a 
pecnliulj  loleiiiii  ud  impresuTe  one  wben  tlie 
Kbjecti  peraed  npoa  b;  Congrcra  happen  to  ia- 
TDln,  u  in  ibe  preaeat  iiuOance,  the  moat  moment- 
fuiMiiei;  to  sfl^t  Tkriousl;  the  various  puts  of 
igTcll  couDtrji  and  to  hate  eiven  rise,  in  all  quar- 
len,  10  sneli  a  conflict  of  opinloni  aa  to  render  it 
impceiiblB  to  conjectnre,  with  anj  eertuotj,  on 
■bich  nde  the  majoritj  reail;  !«.  Surely,  if  tbe 
fuat  tot  reflrction,  intended  bj  the  wise  authors 
si  Ihe  conMitntioD,  bj  reftrdng  the  subject  bacic 
10  Cesgma  for  reeonsideratioD,  bs  ever  expedient 
ud  nKB«MrT,ll  ia  in  predael;  Rich  a  case  as  the 

Unibe  inbject  of  diatribntlnEtlie  proceeds  of  tbe 
alu  of  tbe  public  lands,  in  the  existing  state  of 
Ihc  Bnuces,  it  has  been  mj  duty  to  make  ImoiTn 
mj  settled  coDTictiona  on  Tarious  oocaiioos  dur- 
bg  Ihe  present  teauon  of  Consress.  At  the  open- 
ing of  tha  extra  ■easion,  upwards  of  twelro  tnontbs 
ago,  ahnring  fully  In  the  general  hope  of  retumlnR 
prosperity  and  credit,  I  recommended  such  a  distn- 
bntion ;  bat  that  recommendation  was  eren  then  ei- 
prtuly  coupled  widi  the  condition  tliat  the  datiea  on 
Impons  riiotdd  itot  exceed  the  rate  of  !0  per  cent. 
HOTlded  by  the  cotDpromise  act  of  IBSS.  These 
■opes  vera  not  a  little  encoaraged,  and  these  views 
itrangtbened,  by  the  report  of  sr.  Ewing,  then 
Secretary  <rf' tbe  TraMory,  wUch  wsi  shortly  there- 
a/ier  laid  before  Congress,  in  which  he  recom- 
nxnded  the  impoai^on  of  duties  at  tbe  rate  of  20 
per  cent,  ad  valortm  OD  all  free  articlES,  with  specl- 
tei  eieeptions;  and  stated,  "if  this  measure  be 
adopted,  there  will  be  received  into  tbe  treasury 
from  customs,  la  the  last  quarter  of  the  preaeot 
Tnr(la4I),  |5,S00,000;  in  all  of  tbe  year  of  1848, 
tbool  t!Z,5OO,l>O0 ;  and  in  tbe  year  1848,  afler  Ihe 
fnal  reduction  under  the  act  of  Harch  2,  ISS3, 
■bout  120,800,000 ;"  and  adds,  "  it  is  believed  that, 
•Aer  the  heavy  eipendltnres  required  by  the  pub- 
lic aervice  in  the  present  year  shall  have  been  pro- 
vided for,  the  revenue  whlcb  will  accrue  f^m  tbat, 
01  a  nearly  approximate  rale  of  duty,  will  be  sufll- 
cltnt  lo  defray  tbe  expenses  of  tbe  Government, 
sad  leave  a  surplos  lo  be  annaally  applied  to  the 
ecadoal  payment  of  the  national  debt,  leavil^  the 
proceeds  of  ttt  pmHie  land*  to  be  disposed  of  aa 
Congreaa  ahall  see  fit."  I  was  most  bappy  that 
Goitre*,  at  tbe  time,  seemed  entirely  to  concur  in 
tla  recommsDdations  of  tbe  Executive;  and,  antici- 
pating the  eorreotneas  of  the  Secretary's  coeeln- 
■ona,  and  in  vie*  of  an  actual  surplos,  passed  tbe 
iSUribinloa  act  of  the  4th  Beptcmber  last,  wisely 
limiting  its  operation  to  two  condttiona — having  ref- 
erance,  both  of  them,  to  a  poerible  stat«  of  the 
treunry,  dilEsreDt  from  that  which  had  been  anti<^- 
paled  by  tbv  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  the 
paramount  necesdties  of  tbe  public  service.  It  or- 
dained iliat  if,  at  any  time  during  the  existence 
of  that  act,  there  ihomd  be  an  imposiUon  of  dnties 
on  Imports  incondsteat  with  tbe  provisions  of  the 
act  or  Sd  March,  1B3S,  and  beyond  the  rale  of  dn- 
ties fixed  by  that  act,  (to  wit,  80  per  cent  on  the 
value  of  each  imports,  or  any  of  them,)  then  the 
Atribation  sboold  be  snspended,  and  should  oon- 
tiana  so  suspended,  until  that  cause  sbonld  be  re- 
aoved.  By  >  previous  clause  it  had,  in  a  like 
spirit  of  wtee  and  cautious  patriotism,  provided  for 
uotber  ease,  (In  which  all  are  even  now  agreed,) 
thai  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tb«  poUhi  lands 
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should  be  osed  for  tbe  defence  of  tbe  country.  It- 
was  enacted  that  the  act  should  continue  and  be  ia 
force  ontil  otherwise  provided  by  law,  nnleea  the 
United  States  should  become  Involved  in  war  with 
any  foreign  power ;  in  which  event,  from  the  com- 
meneetnent  of  hoatilities,  the  act  sboold  be  sua. 
pended  until  tbe  cessation  of  boetUlties. 

Mot  long  afler  the  opening  of  tbe  present  sesiiDii 
of  Congress,  the  unprecedented  and  extrsordinaij 
difflculties  that  have  recently  embarrassed  tha 
Gnances  of  tbe  country,  hegsn  to  assume  a  serious 
aspect.  It  soon  became  quite  evident,  that  tha 
hopes  under  which  Ihe  act  of  4th  September  was 
passed,  and  which  aloue  joatifled  it  in  the  eyes 
either  of  Congress  who  imposed,  or  of  tbe  Exeo- 
"~~  who  approved,  the  first  of  the  two  conditions 
•ecited,  were  not  destined  lo  be  fulfilled.  Un- 
der the  pressure,  therefore,  of  the  embarrassments 
which  had  tiius  nneipectedly  arisen,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  course  to  be  puieued  bid  beea 
clearly  marked  out  for  the  Qovemment  by  that 
act  itself.  The  condition  contemplated  in  it,  as 
requiring  a  sospension  of  its  operation,  had  oe- 
curred.  It  became  neeeeaarj.  In  the  opinions  of  aU, 
raise  the  rate  of  duties  upon  imports  above  80 
r  cent. ;  and  with  a  view  Iwth  to  provide  avaiU- 
1  nwons  to  meet  present  exigencies,  and  1«  lay 
tbe  fouDdatioa  for  a  snccessful  negotiation  of  • 
loon,  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  urge  npoB 
Congress  to  raise  the  duties  accordingly,  tmpasln( 
them  In  a  spirit  of  wise  discrimination,  for  tbe 
two-fold  object  of  affording  ample  reveiiue  for  the 
Government,  and  Incidental  protection  for  the  va- 
rious branches  of  domestic  industry.  I  also  pressed, 
in  tbe  most  emphatic,  but  respectful  language  I 
could  employ,  the  necessity  of  making  the  hnd 
sales  Bvaitable  lo  the  treasury,  as  Ihe  liuia  of  pul>- 
lic  credit.  I  did  not  Ihiok  that  1  could  stand  ex- 
coaed,  much  leas  juatified,  before  the  people  of  Ihe 
United  States,  nor  couldl  reconcile  it  to  myself,  to 
recommend  the  imposition  of  addilioool  taxes  upon 
them,  without,  at  the  same  time,  urging  the  employ- 
ment of  all  the  legitimate  means  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment towards  satisfying  its  wants.  Tbese  opnions 
were  communicated  in  advance  of  any  definitive 
action  of  Congress  on  the  snbject  either  of  the  tariff 
or  land  sales,  onder  a  high  sense  of  pubUo  duty, 
and  In  compliance  with  an  express  l^anction  of 
the  oonstitutiwi;  so  that  if  a  coIUnod  (extremely 
to  be  deprecated  as  snob  ooUi^ons  always  are)  hss 
seemingly  arisen  between  tbe  Executive  and  Leg- 
islative brancties  of  the  Government,  it  baa  as- 
suredly not  been  owing  to  any  capricious  inter- 
f^rence,  or  to  any  want  of  a  plain  and  frank  de»- 
laratioa  of  of^ion,  on  the  part  of  the  former. 
Congress  differed  in  Its  views  with  those  of  th» 
Executive,  as  It  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  do; 
and  passed  a  bill  virtually  for  a  time  repealing  the 

Kivuo  of  the  act  of  tbe  4th  September,  1841. 
e  bill  was  returned  to  the  House  In  which  it 
originated,  with  my  objections  to  Its  becoming  a 
law.  With  a  view  to  prevent.  If  possible,  an  opea 
disagreement  of  opinion  on  a  point  so  important, 
I  took  ocoadon  to  declare,  that  I  regarded  it  as  an 
indiapenaable  prerequisite  to  an  Increase  of  duties 
above  SO  per  cent,  that  the  act  of  the  4th  Septem- 
ber should  remain  unrepealed  in  its  proviidons. 
U y  reasons  for  that  opinion  were  elaborately  set 
forth  in  the  message  which  accompanied  the  relara 
of  the  bill — which  no  conatituUonal  m^ority  appoaf 
to  have  been  found  tat  pasdng  Into  a  lav. 
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The  bill  which  1*  now  befot«  bm  propoiei,  w 
it!  STtb  Mction,  the  kiul  rflpcal  of  oiu  of  the  pro- 
vitoea  in  the  act  of  September;  uid,  while  it  lu- 
crriiet  the  duties  ftbove  SO  pec  oeut,  <Ureet«  an 
BnG<HiditiDii>l  diltribution  of  die  land  proceed!.  I 
UD  therefore  Bubjected  ■  second  time,  in  the  period 
of  ■  fi!w  days,  to  the  oeceuitj  of  either  giving 
my  qiproval  to  ■  meuure  vhidi,  in  mj  delibentte 
Judj^eot,  is  in  cocSiet  with  great  public  iuteresti ; 
or  of  mturnlng  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, with  my  ot^eetiona.  With  all  niT  aniiety 
for  the  ptuwige  of  a  law  which  would  re^eniah  an 
■ifaaiutrd  treasury,  and  furniah  a  sound  and 
healthy  cuconnfement  to  mechanical  industry, 
I  cannot  consent  to  do  «o  at  tbe  werifice  of  the 
peace  and  barmouy  of  the  country,  knd  the  dear- 
est convicilone  of  pablic  duty. 

For  some  of  tbe  rensoni  which  have  brought 
ne  to  thia  eoDcluiion,  I  refer  to  my  previoni 
Deaaages  to  CoDgreei,  and  briefly  aubjiun  the  fol- 
lowing;— 

1.  The  bill  unites  two  subjects,  which,  so  far 
from  having  any  affinity  to  one  uiollier,  are  wholly 
iacongruouB  in  Iheir  character.  It  is  both  a  rev- 
enue and  au  appropriation  bilL  It  thus  imposes 
on  the  RieculiTe,  )u  the  first  place,  tbe  neceauty 
of  either  approricft  that  which  he  would  r^ect, 
orrcjeGLing  that  which  he  might  otherwise  approve. 
Tbis  is  a  species  of  constraint  to  which  the  jud^- 
tnent  of  the  Eicoiitive  ought  not,  in  my  opinion, 
to  be  subjected.  But  that  Is  not  my  only  objection 
to  the  act  in  its  present  form.  The  union  of  sub- 
jects wholly  diaaimllar  In  their  character  in  the 
same  bill,  If  It  grew  into  prac^ce,  would  not  fail 
to  lead  to  consequences  destructive  of  all  wise  and 
eonacientioas  legislation.  Various  messores,  each 
agreeable  only  to  a  Small  minority,  might,  by 
being  thus  united,  (and  the  more,  the  greater  cbanoo 
of  tucoesa,)  lead  to  the  pawng  of  ^ws,  of  which 
no  single  proTision  oonld,  if  atftading  alone,  com- 
Band  a  majority  in  its  favor. 

2.  While  the  treasury  la  in  a  state  of  extreme 
■mbarrusment,  requiring  every  dollar  which  it 
can  make  available  j  and  when  the  Goveroment 
haa  not  only  to  lay  additional  lazei,  but  to  borrow 
money  to  meet  preadng  demands ;  the  bill  propwes 
to  give  awBj  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue — which 
Is  the  Biune  thing  BiS  raifiiDg  money  by  loan  and 
laiatioD — not  to  meet  tbe  wanU  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  for  distribution:  a  proceeding  which 
I  must  regard  as  highly  impoUtie,  If  not  unconsti- 
tutional. 

A  brief  review  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
public  finances  will  lerre  to  illDstrate  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  treasurj,  and  exhibit  Its  Actual  nece»- 
litieK.  On  the  C(h  of  Augnst,  (Friday  last,)  there 
was  in  the  treasury,  in  round  nnubei*,  (2,160,000 
Kecessary  to  be  retained  to  meet  trust 

funds  .        tse0,000 

Interest  on  public  debt  due  in 

October        .        .        .  80,000 

To  redeem  treasury  note*  end 

pay  the  interest    .  100,000 

I^nd   diatribuUon,  under  the 

act  of  the  4th  September, 

1841     ....  U0,000 

.    1,180,000 


avulable  ai 


970,000 


Leaving 
The  Kavy  Departmenl  had  dnwn  reqi^tiiMi 


>e  treasury,  at  that  tlm^  to  meet  ddMi  uoil. 
ly  due;  among  which  are  bills  sndei  jmiHiIot 
«1,4U,000— thus  leaving  an  actual  di&ti  tf 
1444,000. 

There  was  on  hand  about  |100,000  Bf  Bwvd 
treasury  notee,  uusied  by  the  aceraine  mnv, 
(amounting  to  about  1100,000  per  week,  eickkn 
of  receipts  on  unpaid  bonds,)  to  nmU  rHiaisMi 
for  the  army,  and  the  deinaods  for  the  diil  En. 

Tbe  withdrawal  of  the  aum  of  $U0,OlM,labi 
dialribu'ed  among  the  States,  aa  mod  «a  tlw  >>>- 
menta  and  accouats  can  be  made  up  uian 
pleUd,  by  virtue  of  the  provirions  of  the  set  ol  lit 
4th  September  last,  (of  which  nearly  a  mncij  pa 
to  a  few  Sutci,  and  only  about  t3B3,000iil*lii 
divided  among  all  the  Statea,)  whUe  it  sdiUniun' 
ally  to  the  embartasvaents  of  tbe  tiessniy,  iftiA 
to  the  Slates  no  decided  relief. 

So  immediate  relief  from  this  state  of  duap  it 
anticipued,  unless  (what  muat  most  deeply  bt  i^ 
l^ored)  the  Government  could  be  recoooilcd  u  ik 
negoUslions  of  loans  already  authoriied  bi  liv.U 
a  r«te  of  discount  ralooui  in  itself  and  cakikHl 
most  seriously  to  aflect  the  pablic  cre^  £•  fiil 
is  Uie  depression  of  (nida,  that  even  if  the  pMS 
bill  were  to  be«ome  a  law,  tad  prove  to  bt  p«ta- 
tive,  some  time  would  etapeo  befbia  ~ 
plies  would  flow  into  tltetraaeury; 

mean  time,  Its  embarriaiDente  wonld  be  csUi>- 
ally  augmented  by  the  semi-annnal  distribuliH  il 
the  land  proceeds. 

Indeed,  there  is  but  too  much  ground  ta  ■|f•^ 
bend  tha^  even  if  this  bill  wei«  perwltted  lo  b^a■ 
s  Uw— alieoatiag,  as  it  does,  Uie  pteceedi  </l  »• 
land  sales — an  actual  deficit  in  the  liraanrj  v^ 
occur,  which  would  mors  than  probably  ii<il" 
tbe  necessity  of  a  resort  to  ditect  tkialkn. 

Let  it  be  also  remarked,  that  9A,I>O0,l»0orte 
public  debt  becomes  redeemable  in  abosttrajM 
and  a  half,  which,  at  any  aaerifice,  nasi  be  ^'■ 
while  the  treasury  is  always  liable  to  dfaak  k 
the  payment  of  outetanding  tnaanry  neto,  Sid 
is  tbe  gloomy  picture  which  our  finanriil  if^ 
ment  now  presents,  and  which  calls  fortbe  lun" 
of  a  rigid  economy  in  the  public  eipendit<ii*i,'>' 
the  TonderinR  available  of  all  tbe  meana  ■itbiii^ 
control  of  the  Government.  I  most  KSpee<I4 
tubmit, whether  this  la  a  time  to  give  "K_^ 


moM  useful  la  sostaMng  the  puUie  credit  C 
the  Government  be  generooa  and  BaoifiNSl  - 
o^era,  when  every  dollar  it  can  cOBSumd  it  mm 
(ary  to  supply  its  own  wants  F  And  if  (^<"^ 
would  not  hesitate  to  soSer  the  provyoDi  ot  *■ 
act  of  4th  September  last  to  remein  BDiepeiH>> 
case  the  oountry  vras  involved  in  war,  ii  dH  v* 
necessity  for  such  a  course  now  Jnst  as  iapcnU" 
as  it  would  be  then  t 

3.  A  third  objection  remains  to  be  urged,  ibic^ 
would  be  sufficient,  in  itself;  to  induce  me  W  m^ 
the  bill  to  the  House  with  my  olgeetton  ^ 
uniting  two  cubjects  so  Incongmons  aa  Isiif  »■ 
distribution,  it  inevitably  makes  the  bit  of  tbe  »• 
depeodeut  upon  that  of  the  other,  in  faUit  tf"*' 
of  party.  Cenany  thing  be  more  &blMtht«(^ 
chant  or  manuftoturer  than  sDch  an  '"''^ 
Wha  they  most  of  all  require  la  a  systw  of  "^ 
erate  duties,  so  arranged  as  to  withdraw  tk  UrS 
question,  as  br  as  possible,  compleidy  tnm  w 
arena  of  political  cocleittion.    Tlieir  eUrf  nsl  ■ 
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pniBuicno7  and  aUliilltf .  Bocb  bd  iocreue  of  the 
Uriff  1  believa  to  b«  necuuij,  Id  order  to  meet  the 
tcanooileal  cipenditiire*  of  GoTeniDieot.  Such 
It  InereUB,  mftds  lo  the  spirit  of  iDOderitlOD  and 
Jadiciou  dLnrimlnuioil,  would,  I  bare  do  doabt, 
be  ciitird<r  «Ui(fkctor7  to  the  American  people.  In 
the  vif  of  accompHahing  a  miasare  m>  ealncarj, 
indu  impecBtiTelj  demanded  bj  ererj  poblio  lu' 
lemt,  the  legblallTO  department  wiU  meet  with  a 
Eordiil  co-operatioii  on  the  part  of  the  EieontlTe. 
rhii  !i  all  that  the  maonfaotarer  can  dedre,  and  it 
iroiitd  be  *  bntilei)  readii]'  borne  b;  the  people. 
Bet  I  cannot  loo  eameetlf  repeat,  that,  ta  wder  to 
tie  beneSeUt,  it  miut  be  pernuaent ;  and  In  order  to 
ta  pemunent,  it  mont  conimuid  geoenl  aoqui- 
ncenco.  But  can  luch  perminenc;  be  Jiullr 
bojied  for,  If  the  tarilT  qneaUon  be  ronpled  with 
ihit (^dtatribution — alto  which  a  eeHoua conflict 
>f  opinion  eiists  among  the  Btatei  and  the  people ; 
■hlch  enlitt*  la  Ita  enpport  a  tiare  majoritr — if,  in- 
ittd,  there  be  «  mi^orit;— «f  the  two  Houk*  of 
^DgreiaF  What  prnniinenc7  or  atabilitf  can  at- 
ach  to  a  mea«ur«  which,  warring  npon  Itself,  itlvM 
iwiy  a  fniltfal  Kiurce  of  reTcoue  at  the  moment  It 
?ropMeB  a  large  Increase  of  taiea  on  the  peoplef 
[>  the  mannfactttrer  pi«pared  to  stake  hlmaelf  and 


ia  mj  of^nioa)  tliat  ioMabil 

podnced  bj  letainiog  the  pouiw  luu  ■■  a  inurea 

of  rirenue,  a*  from  an;  other  oauie;  and  this  is 
ucribed  to  a  constant  fluctn<tion,  ae  it  U  aaid,  in 
<be  amauDt  of  sales.  If  there  be  far  thing  in 
lliij  ohjec^on.  It  equilljr  applies  lo  ererj  Imposition 
i>t  duuee  oa  imports.  Tha  amount  of  revenue  an- 
noill;  derired  from  duties  is  constantly  liable  to 
chtn^  The  regnlatioDB  of  foreign  OoTcmmeritt, 
"  I  firjlng  productireneM  of  other  countries,  p«- 


■l«*of  Ibi 


he  pabBo 
bTflied  I 


domain  In  ordinary  tlmei  a 


^rtue  of  popnlation.  In  recorring  to  the  statia- 
io  connected  with  this  sntfject,  it  will  be  perceired 
iit,  for  a  period  of  ten  jreara  preceding  1834,  the 
ncnge  amonnt  of  land  sales  did  not  exceed 
|!,i>00,000. 

For  the  IncrasM  which  took  place  In  IBM-'S  and 
6,  we  ire  to  look  to  that  peeallar  condition  of  the 
ouDlTj  which  grew  out  of  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
linnrj  eicitements  la  bntiDcss  and  apecolatlon 
bat  hare  erer  occurred  in  the  history  of  eommeree 
Dd  cnrtenejr.  It  wae  the  [Vnit  of  a  wild  eplrit  of 
drenture,  engendered  bjr  a  Tlcioui  sjMom  of  ercd- 
',  under  the  evils  of  which  the  country  is  still 
iboring,  and  whicb  it  Is  fondly  hoped  will  not 
ion  recur.  Considering  the  vast  amoant  of  in- 
utnenta  made  b;  prirate  Indlridoali  in  the  pob> 
c  lands  during  those  three  years,  and  wUch 
iimlied  $13,000,000,  (equal  to  more  than  EO 
t»n'  purchase,]  tailing  the  arerago  of  Mlea  of  the 
■a  preceding  years,  It  mar  be  safely  aMcrted  that 
le  result  of  the  public  land  sales  can  bold  out 
Dlhinc  to  alarm  the  mannfactuier  with  the  idea  of 
Ktability  fn  the  retenaes,  and  consequently  in 
le  conrM  of  the  Qovcmment. 

tnder  what  appear*  to  me,  therefore,  the  sonid- 
>  eendderatlona  of  pobUo  policy,  and  in  view  of 


the  interests  of  every  branch  of  domeatto  ladastrj, 
I  return  you  the  bill,  with  IhcM  my  oljcoUanBtotts 
becoming  a  law. 

I  take  occasion  emtJutically  to  repeat  my 
anxious  desire  to  co-operate  with  Congress  in  the 
pasting  ofa  law  which,  while  it  shall  SMist  in  anp. 
plvlng  the  wants  of  the  treasary,  and  re-Atabllsh 
public  credit,  shall  afbrd  to  the  maoufaoturing  in- 
tereata  of  the  coautry  all  the  incidental  protection 
they  require. 

AAer  aU,  the  effect  of  what  I  do  Is  substantially 
to  call  on  Congress  to  reocmsider  the  snttject.  U, 
on  sneh  reconsideration,  a  mqority  of  two-thirds 
of  both  flousea  sbonld  big  In  flavor  of  the  measnre, 
it  will  become  a  law,  notwitbsiaoding  my  ottjeo- 
tioniL  In  a  case  of  clear  and  manifest  error  on 
the  part  of  the  President,  the  presomption  of  (he 
constitution  Is,  that  such  majorities  will  be  found. 
Should  they  be  so  found  In  this  case,  baring  coa- 
sclentiondy  dlacliargeit  my  own  doty,  I  ^udl  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  the  result. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WuHnoTOS,  Augnst  9th,  IMS. 

The  UMsage  havinff  been  read  tbrongb — 
Hr.  FiLLMo^  ubteined  the  floor.  Be  awd 
he  regarded  the  question  presented  in  tJie  Ues- 
sage  as  one  of  too  mnoh  importance  to  be  con- 
idilered  nntil  the  Uossage  eoiild  be  printed,  and 
a  copy  plaeed  in  the  hands  of  each  member. 
H«  hoped  tiie  House  wontd  agree  to  the  motion 
he  shonld  make ;  which  waa,  that  the  Heeeage 
of  the  Pre^dent  be  entered  on  the  jonroal,  oa 
prescribed  bj  the  constitntion ;  that  it  l>e  print- 
ed, and  that  its  owiaideratioD  Iw  poatnoaM  nn- 
til to-morrow.  Upon  this  motion,  ne  moved 
the  previoDS  qaestiiKi. 

The  previona  queation  wai  then  enatAined, 
■nd  Ur.  FiLLMOBi's  motion  adopted. 


WxransDAT,  Angnst  10. 
Tk«  Tariff  Veto. 

The  Speaekb  annonneed  the  special  order  to 
be  the  reconsideration  of  the  tariff  bill,  returned 
yesterday  with  the  objections  of  the  Prerideot. 

Hr.  Adauo,  wiio  had  the  floor,  made,  in  the 
oommenoement  of  his  remarks,  some  obeerva- 
tiona,  which  were  lost  to  the  reporter,  before 
order  was  snffloiently  restored :  the;y  were  nn- 
derstood,  however,  to  t>e  as  expressions  of  his 
regret  at  the  cullision  which  had  token  place  be- 
tween (he  Executive  and  Leipslative  branohe* 
of  the  GovemmenL  He  waa  onderstood,  fni^ 
ther,  to  ezpreea  it  oe  hia  opinion,  that  if  the 
Preudent  hod  yielded  n»  liia  winiona  to  the 
m^oritf  in  Oongresa,  ana  dgned  the  bill,  every 
tiling  woold  have  been  forgotten  and  forgiven 
hhn— every  thing  that  had  taken  place  before, 
and  which  had  eansed  that  state  of  distress  In 
which  the  conntry  was  at  present  involved, 
and  in  wbioh  be  feared  it  was  destined  long  to 
continue,  would  have  been  remedied.  Peace, 
prosperity,  credit,  and  honor,  wonid  have  token 
the  {dace  of  all  tluae  distreesea  which  now  bang 
over  the  conntry.  The  mere  reeondlemenl  <a 
the  two  iusDObea  of  the  Legialatnre  with  the 
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Executive  vrould,  of  itocdf^  hfiTu  beoi  bailed 
with  joy ;  and  that  recondlenient  woald  havu 
been  the  harbinger  of  J070QB  aud  proBperona 
tiioea  lo  iJie  oonntry.  Sir  (said  Mr.  A.,)  that 
hu[ie  liaa  been  bluced ;  and  now,  h;  the  paper 
before  tlie  House,  the  Eiecative  and  Leglslati 
branches  of  the  Qovernment  are  placed  in 
state  of  oivil  war,  aod  fur  which  tnere  waa, 
hie  opinion,  no  remed;,  hat  tliat  remedy  which 
the  people  mnst  take  in  their  own  handa. 
War,  he  Bsid,  was  deolated ;  and  he  admitted 
now,  that  on  the  pan  of  the  Execntive  him- 
self,  tliere  was  no  retreat  without  disgrare; 
and  be  held  that  this  and  the  other  Honae  of 
Congress  coolil  not  retreat,  withoat  being  dis- 
graced a\M>.  The  position  was  tuken  on  both 
Bides;  the  issue  WHS  given  and  accepted;  and 
now,  there  was  nothing  left  but  an  appeal  to 
the  God  of  battles — which  might  God,  in  his 
infinite  merojr,  prevent.    (Laughter.) 

The  Issue  was  complete ;  and  now,  thoDgh 
not  concurring  to  the  sentiments  of  his  r«l- 
Jeagiia,  (Hr.  Cushino,)  that  it  was  the  destiny 
of  this  Congress  to  aucompllsb  the  prostration 
of  the  Government  of  the  country,  he  concurred 
with  him  in  the  result ;  and  tlie  question  now 
was,  on  whom  the  responsibility  would  rest. 
His  colleague  had  slreaay  laid  this  responsibil- 
ity on  Congress — meaning  thereby  tlie  m^oritj 
of  the  two  Hunsefl.  They  were  told  yesterday 
by  another  gentleman,  that,  although  he  did 
not  concur  in  the  impntation  thrown  on  Con- 

rs  hy  his  oolleagne,  and  that,  from  an  etprit 
corpa,  when  tlio  qnestion  shoold  come  to 
issue,  he  woald  he  found  with  tlie  Honee  and 
with  Congress,  yet  they  wonld  find  it  a  difficult 
task  to  put  it  on  the  shoaldera  where  it  belong- 
ed, and  cast  it  from  themselves.  Assuming  tliat 
tliere  was  nothing  further  to  tahe  place  on  this 
subject  between  toe  ExecutJTe  and  the  Legisla- 
ture— which,  as  he  said  before,  could  not  take 
place  without  disgrace  on  one  side  or  the  oilier 
—he  wished  to  submit  a  few  observations  of 
inquiry  as  to  where  the  responsibility  should 

He  sbonld  not  have  to  enter  into  the  details 
of  the  cumparison  which  wonld  be  necessary 
for  the  people  of  this  country  to  institnte  be- 
tween tlie  proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  Hie  prooeedings  of  the  Exec- 
utive, since  he  had  been  in  the  Etecutivo 
chair.  lie  would  simply  allnde  to  the  points 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  discuss,  in  com- 
paring the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
tive body  since  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and  of  the  action  of  the 
Executive  in  r^ard  to  them.  In  referring  to 
the  acts  of  Oongre!«,  it  was  with  very  great 
tatisfootion  that  he  had  been  able  to  say  tliat  a 
ver^  great  portion  of  the  rancor  of  party  spirit, 
which  they  had  witnessed,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proceedings  of  Congress;  that  some 
of  the  most  important  acts  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Dnited  States  had  had  very  little  of  party 
in  them ;  and  that  the  party  styling  themselves 
Cemocnttjo,  ooatribnted  as  mnolt  as  the  mqjor- 


[Ur.  A.  proceeded  to  conddw  tbc  migu  un- 
orea  which  had  been  before  Craigra>  *1  tUl  ud 
the  extra  sesuou,  and  concluded  H  Ibllon:— ] 

He  had  not  come  to  an  exsminatitHi  of  (la 
reasons  assigned  by  the  President  in  hit  )!»- 
sage.  He  was  about  to  come  to  it ;  for,  coia- 
ing  from  the  source  it  did,  and  UHitaiDiiig  todi 
a  multitude  of  reaaona,  be  (Ur.  A.}tboii^ti«- 
spect  was  doe  to  it,  (Langhter,)  if  the;  did  oil 
treat  it  witU  the  ntmoBt  degree  of  ni^tDdg. 
(Benewed  laughter.)  He  would,  tWlii^ 
conclude  by  inovioE  that  the  Measags  oootui- 
ing  the  reasons  of  ^e  Prealdent  for  Lis  i^unf 
tills  bill,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Gomuiine^ 
with  instructions  to  report  to  the  House  qm 
it.  The  committee  he  should  prefer  lo  m 
rather  large — Rt  least  as  large  as  any  stindit) 
committee :  he  wonld  go  beyond  that  nnmkr, 
and  name  thirteen  ;  it  was  the  ^oodoldimn- 
ber  of  the  original  States  of  this  CnioD.  5i 
would  make  ittwenty-six — the  number  of  aHilx 
States  of  the  Union — but  be  waa  apprtlicaan 
that  number  would  be  too  large — at  least  u 
large  as  to  make  it  probable  that  there  mi^ 
be  a  good  deal  of  delay  in  obtaining  a  fepott 
tie  should,  therefore,  make  a  motion  tiiit  II^ 
Uessago  be  referred  to  a  Select  Coiumiuui 
thirteen  members,  with  inatructjons  to  npirt 
upon  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FoSTBR  wished  to  understand  vhctlia 
the  Speaker  had  decided  to  entertain  tbeiv- 
tion  of  the  gentleinan  from  Uassachnsctu  to 
refer? 
The  Sfbaxkr  s^d  the  motioa  wu  eats- 
Mr.  FosTOB  aaid  then  he  appealed  from  >^ 
decision,  and  he  relied  on  the  prorinon  li  ^ 
constitntion. 

The  conatitution  plenty  pelted  out  tW 
should  be  their  prooeediogs  on  the  r«an  d 
the  bill  with  the  President's  veto;  aod  tbi 
Chair  could  entertiun  no  motion  which  prel 
a  different  direction  than  the  eonstitntionjiw- 
scribed.  The  constitution  prescribed  thifa* 
of  proceeding;  and,  therefore,  with  good  ittM. 
the  rules  of  the  House  bad  not,  amaogd  (1><^ 
pruviwons,  any  tiling  to  contravene  the  coI^a^ 
tution.  He  maintained,  therefure^  tliil  ''■■ 
Chair  could  not  entertun  the  motion  of  tb) 
gentleman  tram  Moasoi^aaetts ;  bot,  in  i* 
langapge  of  the  constitution,  the  Boase  ^^ 
"proceed  to  reconsider  "  and  detcmjiaeoai'* 
passage  of  this  hill,  ., 

The  Spbakxr,  in  further  explanatioD,  iwi  " 
motion  to  arrest  debate  by  the  prevkras^J^ 
lion  were  made,  it  would  be  in  order.  ij~ 
again:  was  the  Honse  bonnd  toeonsidN  tw 
bill,  without  an  a^joomment  or  other  niolioB^ 
whicli  were  always  in  order  under  tha  orlnffj 
rules  of  procee<ling  ?  And  would  not  a  moooa 
to  refer  to  a  Select  Committee,  or  to  a  f.«^ 
mittea  of  the  Whole,  be  Joat  as  much  tba  acins 
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of  tliat  bodj'  upon  it,  as  if  tfaej  sat  on  it 

lb*.  CrsHiKa  uid  tbe  qaertion  was,  "  Will 
tbe  Honw  pftfa  thia  liiU,  notwithstanding  th« 
otijections  of  the  Preildent  t  "  nod  that,  as  he 
tmderRtood  it,  iras  the  iisae.    But  what  had 
his  colleague  moved?    The  dispoeition  of  a 
thing  not  Wore  tbe  Boom — the  Message,  vhich 
the  coDstitntion  had  disposed  of,  by  puttiog  it 
on  the  Jonnud ;  and  that  was  his  objection 
the  ruling  of  the  Ohair.    While  the  question 
tbe  passage  of  the  bill  wai  pending,  It  was  o 
of  order  to  take  up  the  He«Mge  which  was  71 
tcrdaj  entered  npuQ  the  joumal,  and  refer  it  to 
1  committee.     The   qoestion  was,   "  Will   the 
Honse  pass  this  bill?"  and  the  MeMage  was 
not  Id  tlie  possenion  of  the  House,  eioept  as  a 
matter  of  history,  to  be  commented  npon. 

Ur.  DnoBBwooD  thoaght  if  the  House  would 
lirten  to  a  little  common  sense,  they  wonid  see 
tliat  the  reference  of  the  Uessoge  was  a  ooaeti- 
tntional  and  correct  proceeding.  He  then  con- 
tended that,  if  the'Ezecntive  ehocld  retnm  a 
hill,  with  ^e  information  that  certain  facts  had 
heeo  discoTered,  of  which  Congreiia  had  no 
knowledge  when  the  bill  was  pasKd,  tbe  House 
woali)  appoint  a  oommitt^e  to  ascertain  the 
troth  or  the  atatenient,  and  to  examine  the  facta. 
The  Message  certainly  alleges  no  discovery  of 
£Kt£|,  but  it  contains  reasons  and  matters  of 
opinioa ;  and  if  they  could  investigate  matters 
of  fact,  they  could  assaredly  inquire  into  mat- 
ters  of  opinion,  and  report  on  reasoning  as  well 

Ur.  Adams  modified  his  motion,  bo  as  to  re- 
fer the  bill,  as  well  as  the  Uessage,  to  a  Beleot 
Committee. 

Ifr.  WtsR  toolc  the  same  line  of  argument  as 
Mr.  OosHiNO,  relying  on  the  language  of  the 
constitutloD.  He  asked  the  Speaker,  if  to  "re- 
consider "  was,  in  a  parliamentary  sense,  sy- 
nonymDoa  with  the  verb  to  rr/er,  or  to  eommit. 
The  parliamentary  law  of  tliis  House  was  the 
eonstiCntion,  which  prescribed  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding; but,  by  its  reference  to  a  committee 
of  thirteen,  a  m^ority  of  seven  conld  revise  to 
report,  and  thereby  indeftiiitelypostifone;  which 
the  Honae  had  no  power  to  do. 

Were  guntlemen  nneasy  test  their  weakness 
should  beexpoiied?  Did  they  desire  to  drive 
CI  to  tbe  last  day  of  tbe  session  t>efore  the 
qoestion  of  reconsideration  oonld  be  token  up, 
when  moat  of.  the  niembera  would  be  retiring, 
in  the  expectation  that  ths  snbjeet  was  bnried? 
What  was  the  design! — what  tbe  aim  and  ob- 
ject of  tlie  motion !  He  oonld  not  discover  It. 
The  object  of  reference,  iri  all  cases  eio^t  sncti 
OS  thi<i,  wai  alteration  or  amendment.  Did  the 
gentleman  propose  that  this  bill  aiiould  be 
amended  t  Was  that  the  object  of  bis  motion 
for  commitment?  No,  sir;  neither  he,  nor  any 
man  in  that  Honse,  wonid  undertake  to  assert 
that  the  committee  might  report  an  amendment 
to  the  bill.  What  then?  Wonid  they  refer 
the  President's  ohjeotions  to  the  Beleot  Commit- 
tee, with  a  view  to  being  advised  by  that  00m- 


mitlM  whether  the  bill  should  be  reocHisidered  ? 
That  would  not  be  a  reotuiMderation  of  the  bill, 
as  directed  by  the  constitution.  Nor  would 
the  House  ba  any  nearer  to  a  detdrion  after  the 
oommittee  had  made  their  leport,  than  they 
were  already.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
complained  that  they  should  be  colled  on  to 
vote  immediately,  and  (as  the  gentleman  con- 
sidered) blindfold,  upon  this  bill — ay,  blindfold. 
The  gentleman  feared  he  would  b«  forced  to 
vow  olindfold  opon  a  subject  which  they  had 
been  oonsiderlog  for  eight  months.  Why,  this 
very  bill  had  been  actoally,  tub  jvdteey  before 
Congress  for  the  last  three  or  four  months. 
Wonid  the  gentleman  admit  that  he  was  voting 
blindfold — that  he  had  not  considtred  the  hill  ? 

Mr.  FUJ.MOBS  said  he  believed  it  was  agreea- 
ble to  tbe  practice  of  Congress  to  refer  all  Uea- 
sages  of  the  President  to  a  committee.  But  it 
was  contended  that  this  was  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule;  and  npon  what  gronod  was 
that  exception  urged  ?  BecauM  the  constitu- 
tion requires  us  to  reoonsider  the  bilL  He  (Hr, 
F.)  did  not  conceive  that  the  injunction  of  tbe 
eonstitutioo  was  so  peremptory.  They  might 
debate  the  bill  firom  aay  to  day,  and  there  was 
no  time  speeiSed  within  which  the  final  vote 
must  be  taken.  This  matl«r  Was  one  of  the 
gravest  importanoe,  and  one  which,  it  seemed 
to  liim,  above  all  others,  deserved  the  serious 
conmderation  of  acommittee.  They  were  hound 
as  well  to  conuder  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
President  for  rejectiug  the  bill,  as  they  were  to 
reconsider  the  hill  itself. 

It  was  proposed  to  refer  this  Message  of  the 
President  to  a  large  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  would  be  plaoed  the  Father  of  the  House, 
and  a  man  who  onoe  filled  the  high  station  of 
Premdent.  Gould  the  fnends  of  the  Executive 
object  to  this  disposition  of  itt  Conld  tliey 
object  to  a  scrutiny  of  the  Hesaage  before  the 
oonntryf  But  it  was  olijected  that  this  com- 
mittee miEbt  not  report  at  all.  Certainly,  this 
objection  Tiad  no  weight  at  all,  when  it  was  re- 
membered that  the  Bessage  only  would  be  re- 
ferred, and  that  the  bill  wonid  still  lie  on  the 
table. 

Hi.  F.  oonclnded  by  moving  to  lay  the  ajv- 
peal  on  the  table;  whieh  motion  was  carried 
-~  the  atfirmativa. 

The  previous  ouestion  was  then  pot  and  car- 
ried, and  the  mam  question  orderM  to  be  now 
pnt^ 

Hr.  Athebtox  appealed  fhim  the  decision  of 
the  Speller,  that  the  second  of  tlie  previous 
question  bronght  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on 
the  motion  to  refer  to  a  Select  Committee.  He 
maintained  that  tlie  previous  questicm  cut  olf 
the  motjon  to  refer,  and  broegtit  the  IIou.°e  to 
a  direot  vota  upon  the  reoonsiileration  of  the 
bill  and  its  paanage.  notwithstanding  the  ohjeo- 
tions of  the  President 

The  deoisioD  of  the  Chidr  was  enst^ned. 

Mr.  CoopBB,  of  Georgia,  raised  a  umilor  point 
of  order ;  bnt  was  also  overruled. 

Tbe  qnesUoD  was  then  taken  on  tbe  adopdoa 
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of  Mr.  Aduib's  motioa  to  refor  the  Message  of 
&o  Prerideot  to  a  Select  Committee  of  IS,  and 
carried  in  the  afftnnativo,  aa  follows : 

Teas.— Hesara.  Acbnu,  ASco,  Landaff  W.  An- 
droirs,  Sherlock  J.  AudreirB,  Appleton,  Arnold, 
Ajcrieg,  BabciMk,  Baker,  BKrnird,  Barton,  Birds- 
e;e,  Blair,  BoordniBn,  Borden,  Botu,  Briggt,  Brock- 
WBj,  Bronson,  Millon  Brovn,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Bnrnell,  William  Butler,  Calbonn,  WiMun  B. 
Campbell,  Tbomas  J.  Campbell,  Caratfaers,  Cue;, 
Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cianston,  Craven*,  O.  Darls,  Jno.  Edwardi, 
Everett,  Fcssenden,  HUmDre,  A.  L.  Foster,  Qamble, 
Genlrj,  Glddin^  Ooggin,  Granger,  Green,  Hall, 
Halited,  Howard,  Hudson,  Joiepb  R.  IngtnoU, 
Jamea  Irrin,  James,  John  P.  Kenned;,  Kins,  Lane, 
Unn,  UoKennu),  Tbomas  F.  Uarshall,  HatbioL, 
Hattocka,  Ifaxwell,  Maynard,  Uoore,  Horgan,  Uoi- 
row,  Owsley,  Fearce.  Pendleton,  Powell,  Bamaev, 
Beiyamia  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randotpb, 
Rajncr,  Ridgway,  Rodnej,  William  Rusgell,  James 
H.  Russell,  SalloiutaU,  Sbepperd,  Slade,  SoUcrs, 
Stonlj,  Stratton,  Alexander  U.  H.  Stuart,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summera,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  HUinghast,  Toland,  Tom- 
Dnson,  Triplett,  Tmmbnll,  Underwood,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joaeph  I. 
White,  Christo^er  H.  WUIiuna,  Joseph  h.  WQ- 
liuDS,  Torke,  Jngnatot  Toung,  and  Jolut  Tming— 
108. 

Kits. — Ueasn.  Arrington,  Atherton,Bee»on.Bid- 
Uek,  Black,  Bowne,  Bo;d,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  Jobn  Campbell,  Car;,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cushing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  DbtIs,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doan,  Boig,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  JdIid  0. 
Flo;d,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gilmer,  Wuliam  0.  Ooode, 
Gordon,  Guttine,  G«Id,  Babenham,  Harris,  Hast- 
iogii,  Haya,  Holmes,  Houston,  Hubard,  Bunler, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  WiUlam  W.  Irwin,  Cbto  John- 
son, John  W.  Jonea,  Kelm,  Lewla,  Abraham  HcClel- 
lan,  Robert  HcClellau,  HcSa;,  HeEeon,  Hallorr, 
Harcbnnd,  Hedill,  Miller,  Httehell,  Newhard,  Fai^ 
mentCT,  Plumer,  ProSt,  Reding.  Reynolds,  Kiggt, 
Rogers,  Rooievelt,  Sanford,  SaiuideTa,  Shields,  Sn;- 
der,  Staenrod,  Sumter,  Bweney,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Tnmey,  Tan  Buren,  Ward.  Watterran,  Weller, 
James  W.  Williams,  Wise,  and  WoDd^-84. 

Mr.  CoopXB,  of  PsDiujlTaiiia,  then  moved 
that  the  bill  be,  for  the  preseot,  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Ur.  Wh.  Cost  Jotnreox  raised  a  point  of  or- 
der, whether  the  motion  could  he  reoeived. 
Be  contended  that  tKe  flr^t  qnestion  now  to  be 
taken  was  on  the  possaie  of  the  bill,  and  no 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  talile  could  be  entertain- 
ed in  order. 

The  Speaksb  orermled  tbe  point  of  order, 
and  was  sustained  by  the  Dodh. 

Mr.  Atbxbtok  inqnired  whether,  in  case  the 
bill  be  now  laid  on  tbe  table,  It  wonld  not  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  take  it  up  I 

The  Bpxaeks  said  no,  a  m^ority  might  take 
itnp. 

Mr.  OtLMBB  inquired  whether,  In  the  event 
that  tiie  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  it  wonid  not 
be  in  order  to  Introdnoe  another  reyenne  bill  t 

The  Bpxaxeb  aaiA  it  voold,  provided  the  bill 
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proposed  to  be  introdooed  was  iliapmiliif  frm 
that  retained  by  the  Freddent  with  hii  i^jw- 

Mr.  OiuKB  remarlced  that  be  ahonld  tw- 
t^nly  not  wish  to  bring  in  nch  a  Ull  »  itol 
wbidi  bad  been  vetoed. 

The  qneriion  was  then  taken  npcn  lsyiD|  lU 
bill  npoa  the  table,  and  detuded  in  the  i^m- 
tive — ayea  S7,  noos  1i. 


TmnsDAT,  Angnst  II, 
The  Seliet  Committee  on  Oie  Titt. 
The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  S6eA 
Oonunittee  of  thirteen  to  which  the  PmideU'i 
Message,  retnming,  with  his  objectiom,  ti» 
tariff  bill,  has  been  referred :  Uearas.  kotM 
of  Massachnsetts,  Mobkow  of  Ohio,  Gvaat 
of  Kew  York,  Tbumak  Smith  of  Conneclk^ 
BoTTB  of  Virginia,  Pbakob  of  Maryland,  EUi- 
HSB  of  North  Carolina,  Juna  Cuom  of 
Pennsylvania,  T.  J.  CuirvcLL  of  TeueMt, 
Giunn  of  Virginia,  W.  W.  Irwei  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  Booskvslt  uf  Kew  York,  and  C.  J.I^ 
ozneoix  of  Pennsylvania. 

JudkiU  Ciroua  BSL 

Mr.  Babitabd  moved  that  the  HooMtikiqi 
on  its  tliird  readiof^  the  bill  to  amend  ik  ifi 
entitled  "An  not  sopplementarr  to  the  acta- 
titled  an  act  to  amend  the  jadicial  sjsuaaii 
the  United  Btates." 

The  Olerk  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  ud  tin 
question  came  up  im  its  passage. 

Mr.  JoNKS,  of  VirgiDia,  aaid  he  had  an  m.«A 
men t  which  he  wished  to  snlirait  tothebiU; 
and  for  that  purpose  he  moved  to  Tecoanuil  i^ 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  hill  ai  fuUon: 

That,  hereafter,  the  eastern  and  west*™  **** 
of  Pennsylrania,  and  the  district  of  Michigu,  M 
conxtltute  the  third  eiri:nit; 

The  dlatricta  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  asJ  >'(* 
Jersey  shall  conatitnte  the  foorih  cirtnil; 

The  distriets  of  Virginia,  North  CanUai,  w 
South  Carolina  shall  Gonslitnia  tbe  flIUi  circiui: 

The  districts  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  ibille<n- 

itute  the  sixth  cirtiuil; 

The  districts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Ulloois,  and  V» 
louri  shull  constitute  the  eeienth  circuit; 

The  districts  of  Kentnckj,  East  and  Wfft  T& 
ncssce,  and  Arkansas  ahall  constilule  tbe  t<^^  ■ 


He  said  he  would  remark  to  tbe  Hen*  ^ 
his  object  was  to  avoid  what  aiqietnwl  to  'li* 
to  bo  the  Rreat«Bt  posmble  i[\jiistice  to  th«Sia» 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  jv^rtftA, 
and  to  one  of  the  Jndges  of  their  circuit  w«* 
The  object  which  it  was  deairaUa  te  tas» 
plish,  he  believed,  would  ba  aeeomidi^  j? 
his  amendment.  The  adrantagea  of  f  •*  J'|^ 
system  would  be  extended  to  every  pat «  Jf* 
Unlot),  and  the  labor  would  bo  eqaiublj  d» 
tribnted  amongst  the  Judges;  and  in  tJwls» 
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^■M,  u  br  as  w«a  practicable,  the^  vonld 
consolt  the  oonTenienoe  of  tho«e  on  whom 
thoM  dnUes  vonld  fall.  He  was  aware  that 
g«iitlMnen  who  had  not  turned  their  attentioD 
to  this  vabject,  would  not  be  able  to  oot  nnder- 
standin^j,  and  to  pass  upon  the  smendment 
which  he  had  deemed  it  hu  dnt;  thia  morning 
to  prasaoLwithontBouie  time  for  consideraUon. 
He  had,  tJierefore,  thoaght  it  bett«r  that  the 
wbole  snljeot  should  be  recommitted,  wberebj 
■n  opportoiiitjr  woDld  bo  afforded  to  those  who 
felt  aa  ioterast  in  the  anbject  to  direct  their  at- 
teotioQ  to  it,  aad  to  Jadge  of  the  advantages  of 
the  hcheme  which  he  now  proposed.  It  wonld 
be  seen  that  it  did  injnstice  to  the  Judge  of  one 
eireait ;  aod  be  proposed  so  to  amend,  as  in  the 
first  place  to  add  to  the  4th  judicial  circait  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  pluoe  of  tlie  SUte 
of  Virginia,  as  the  present  bill  proposes.  The 
prewDt  bill  proposes  entirely  to  abolisli  the  Sth 
jndicial  circuit  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
— a  circnit,  too,  which,  upon  on  examinatioD, 
wooIJ  be  funnd  to  bo  the  third,  in  point  of  bus- 
iness, in  the  Union.  The  bnnness  of  that  cir- 
cnit, aeeordlBg  to  a  report  of  1B8S-'8Q,  caused 
a  heavier  docket  than  any  other  circnit  in  the 
United  States,  save  two.  It  would  be  found, 
too,  that  the  population  of  that  circnit,  which 
this  bill  propi^ea  to  abolish,  was  little  short  of 
S.000,000  persons.  And  it  was  a  drcuit,  too, 
hiRbly  commercial,  and  sldrting  many  hundred 
miles  of  seaboard,  which  cave  rise  to  man; 
hundred  admiralty  casea.  There  was  no  one 
element  which  eonstitnted  a  circuit,  which  the 
circuit  which  this  bill  proposes  to  abolish  did 
not  possess  in  a  degree  as  great  aa  any  other, 
•ara  two.  If  popnlotion  were  a  neoewary  ele- 
ment, tfaat  circuit  had  a  population  little  short 
of  two  millions;  if  bnsiness  were  a  neoeaury 
ingredient,  that  circuit  was  the  third  in  the 
Uaioa;  if  several  hundred  miles  of  seaboard, 

Siving  rise  to  admiralty  cases,  were  an  ingre- 
lent,  then  this  circuit  had  that  necessary  in- 
gredient ;  and  tliere  was  no  ingredient  which 
applied  to  any  other,  that  did  not  apply  to  this 
in  a  greater  degree  tlian  any  other,  save  two, 
as  he  was  prepared  to  show  hy  the  petition  of 
tiie  judge  on  whose  application  the  subject  had 
been  brought  before  tne  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  was  proposed  then  to  abolish  the 
fifth  Judicial  circuit,  and  to  create  a  circuit  eight 
hnndred  miles  from  the  place  where  the  fifth 
circnit  now  exists;  and  the  oonseqiience  would 
be,  that  tlie  Judge  now  residing  in  that  fifth 
circuit  mnst  be  transferred  from  that  circuit, 
which  It  was  proposed  to  abolish,  to  that  which 
it  was  proposed  to  create,  at  the  sacrifice  of  all 
tlio  social  ties  which  bind  him,  and  which  have 
been  going  on  through  life — and  a  transfer  from 
a  climate  which  they  knew  to  he  salubrious,  to 
thu  peatUenttal  atmosphere  of  Hew  Orleans  and 
Uobile;  presenting  tba  alternative  of  great  risk 
or  resignation,  wbToh  he  hoped  waa  not  the  ob- 
ject of  aoy  geotlemao.  He  coald  not  believe 
that  sooh  motives  iaflnenoed  any  geatleman  of 
that  body ;  he  weald  not  anppoee  it,  becsaae  U 


would  be  to  Bnppose  that  j^ntiomen  were  aim- 
ing a  deadly  blow  at  the  independence  of  the 
judiciary  Itaelf .  He  could  not,  therefore,  be- 
lieve it  Bnt  such  would  be  the  eonsequenres; 
and  if  those  consequences  could  be  avoided  by 
an  equalization  of  the  duties  among  tli<>  judtrM, 
which  the  law  devolved  upon  them,  heiK-iiov- 
ed  it  to  be  their  duty  so  to  equalize  ilie  duties 
amongst  those  whose  duties  they  were  consult- 
ing, and  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as  pracf  icablo, 
the  convenience  of  tiiose  judges  upon  whom  the 
law  liad  cast  those  duties. 

He  bad  already  presented  to  the  House  the 
eonseqnencea  whicn  were  to  result  from  tlie 
passage  of  this  bill ;  and  the  question  naturally 
presented  Itself  to  their  consideration,  whether 
those  oonseqnences  might  not  be  averted.  He 
bod  shown  that  the  circuit  was  largo  in  territo> 
rial  extent;  that  it  was  large  in  population,  and 
in  Its  business.  He  hod  endeavored,  olw,  to 
point  oat  to  the  Honse  the  result  to  tlie  individ- 
ual whose  bnwness  it  was  to  perform  those 
duties;  and  now,  if  by  any  arrangement  of  the 
circuit,  they  r<ould  accomplish  the  objects  de- 
sired, without  subjecting  any  portion  of  the 
country,  or  the  Judges,  to  inconvenieuce,  it  waa 
denr^le  that  such  an  object  shoold  be  uccom- 
plished.  His  amendment,  if  Moptetl,  would 
add  New  Jersey  to  the  4tJt  circuit,  instead  of 
Virginia,  as  the  bill  now  proposed  to  place  it ; 
and  to  that  amendment  he  should  suppose  there 
wonld  be  do  objection.  That  arrangement 
would  be  more  convenient,  and  the  labor  to  the 
Judges  would  he  less. 

He  proposed,  in  the  next  tilace,  tliat  the  east- 
em  and  western  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  district  of  Michigan,  should  be  the  3a  cir- 
cuit, instead  of  including  New  Jersey  in  that 
circuit ;  which  would  cause  but  little,  if  any, 
additional  duties.  He  proposed  that  tlie  Gth  cir- 
cuit shonld  be  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
and  Virginia— thus  adding  Bouth  Carolina  to 
the  Sth  dronit,  and  adding,  of  coorse,  very  con- 
siderably to  the  duties  which  the  Judge  wonld 
have  to  perform.  To  this,  however,  he  (the 
Jndge)  conid  not  object.  It  was  proposed  that 
Georgia  and  Alabama  should  be  the  Btii  circuit 
— thus  giving  to  Judge  Wayne  Alabama  in  the 
pkce  of  South  CaroUns.  The  7th  circuit  he 
proposed  shonld  be  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illin»i:i,  and 
Hiwonri.  The  House  would  observe  that  Mis- 
souri was  added  in  the  place  of  Michigan;  and 
he  was  snre  this  arrangement  would  meet  the 
opprobation  of  tbejudge.  The  8tb  distiict  ha 
proposed  shonld  consist  of  Kentucky,  eustera 
and  westeru  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas.  Thus, 
Arkansas  would  be  added  to  the  8tb  circuit 
and  Missouri  taken  from  it.  The  only  remwa- 
ing  district,  then,  would  be  the  9th,  which  be 
proposed  shonld  be  composed  of  Louisiana  and 
MisMBsippi — taking  from  the  Judge  Alabama 
and  Arkansas,  and  leaving  to  him  but  two 
States.  To  the  proposition  which  be  bad  tbna 
made,  he  hod  heard  no  ol^eotion  ;  and  he  now 
snbmitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
It  most  be  obvious  to  all,  tbat  this  arrangement 
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woDld  leeaen  the  duties  of  the  8th  circuit,  by 
diBtribatiug  them  among  the  other  judges  1  and 
he  was  not  aware  thu  ha  could  propose  oa; 
«hiuige  in  a  ^ape  more  desirable. 

Hr.  Babhabd  ioid  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
Terj  simple;  whereas  the  object  of  the  amend- 
tneot  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Virginia  (Ur. 
JoHEs)  was  complicated.  The  necesaitj'  h^d 
'  arisen  for  some  partial  reorganiiatioa  of  the 
eircDits  of  the  United  States,  in  ooaaeqnence  of 
the  great  increase  of  the  bosineas  in  the  ex- 
treme sonthemmost  district  of  the  Union, 
where  It  had  been  foond  impossible  that  the 
judge  asogned  to  that  Jndicial  dronit  oonld 
perform  its  duties.  It  was  pbysioally  imposu- 
bte  that  the  duties  of  that  district  eoi^d  be  per- 
formed by  any  one  jod^.  There  had  been  a 
lailore  of  justice ;  and  it  became  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  apply  a  remedy.  This 
bill  bad  been  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  rem- 
edying that  evil.  In  order  to  do  that,  without 
an  increueof  the  number  of  jadgea  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  (which  would  itself  be  an  evil,  but 
•carcely  less  than  the  existing  evils,)  the  reme- 
dy that  was  absolutely  necessary  was,  to  some 
extent,  a  reorganization  of  the  oircnits,  which 
this  bill  proposed  to  do.  In  order  to  Bcoom- 
plish  this,  it  was  necessary  to  begin  a  little  to 
the  north — even  as  far  as  the  4th  circnit ;  the 
Judge  of  which  (the  Chief  Justice)  had  only  the 
Gtates  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  it  was 
the  lightest  circuit  in  the  United  States,  It 
was  proposed,  withont  ii^astioe  to  the  Judge, 
to  whom  that  circoit  tnignt  be  asai^ed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  add  to  it  the  State 
of  Virginia;  and  certainly  there  ooold  be  no 
objection  to  that  as  a  public  meaanra.  It  was 
certain  the  Chief  Jcstioe  did  not  object,  nor 
would  be  if  be  retuned  that  circuit.  Having 
Virginia  away,  then,  from  the  Sth  circuit,  it 
would  leave  only  North  Carolina  to  tliat  cir- 
«ait;  and  the  question  arose,  what  was  to  be 
done  with  itt  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
■aid  the  circuit  was  abolished;  but  sorely  the 
senlleman  did  not  mean  that  any  portion  of  the 
United  StaVs — certainly  not  that  portion  of  the 
f  th  circaitr— was  left  out  of  the  j  ndicial  system. 
Ko ;  hut  it  was  proposed  to  moke  the  Sth  cir- 
cuit to  «onmst  of  two  States  different  fVom 
those  of  which  it  formerly  consisted ;  and  cer- 
tainly, as  a  measure  of  Justice,  no  one  onght  to 
object  to  that.  The  remaining  State  of  the  6tb 
circuit,  as  formerly  oonstltnted,  was,  by  this 
bill,  to  be  added  to  the  6th  circuit — adding 
thereby  no  improper  burden  to  the  Judge  to 
whom  it  was  assigned.  Those  were  the  utera- 
tioDS  proposed  to  be  made  by  tliis  hill ;  they 
were  exceedingly  simple,  and  they  aooomplish- 
■ed  the  object  in  view,  which  was  to  extond  the 
Judicial  system  to  every  part  of  the  Union. 
The  bill  also  {troposed  that  the  judges  should 
.adopt  amongst  (nemselves  the  new  cireniti,  at 
tlieir  next  sitting.  To  whom  the  Sth  circuit 
■hould  fall  was  to  he  decided  by  themselves. 
Undonbtedty  it  would  be  oontested  between 
o  now  re^ed  in  it,  and  the  jndge 


of  the  6th  circuit.  The  Honse  wdl  kiwK  ilM 
the  Judge  last  appointed  resided  in  tlw  StaU  tt 
Virginia,  and  it  might  be  necensiy  la  moit 
him  to  Alabama  or  Louisisca ;  aiid  wh  tliii 
considered  any  hardship  on  any  putirahr 
jndgel  or  onght  they  to  legislate  for  tbaont 
venience  of  any  particnlar  judge,  whentUjt- 
dicial  system  woa  being  extended  to  lU  tin 
people  of  the  United  States  1  He  (llr.  B.)  if- 
prehended  if  it  were  not  to  consult  the  nnT» 
lence  of  this  jadge,  now  residing  in  Yirgiiu^ 
they  would  never  have  beard  of  this  luod- 
ment  and  comphiint. 

He  appealed  to  the  Honse  to  say  whether  a 
amendment  which  would  incur  so  macti  'wot 
venience  and  injustice  should  bo  adopted. 

In  order  to  bring  the  House  to  a  dirwt  Tub 
upon  the  bill,  he  wonid  do  what  Ibe  Bmsi 
wonld  bear  him  witness  he  was  not  seeiBlaiied 
to  do ;  and  that  was,  to  move  the  prtrmi 
qnestjon. 

The  House  sustained  the  call  for  the  prerim 
question;  and  the  main  question  haviii;  bm 
ordered  to  l>e  now  pnt — 

Hr.  J.  W.  Johbb  Baked  for  the  yess  and  ttp 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  which  »tn  titu, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Tua.— Heaars.  Allen,  Bheitodc  J.  indnn,  i^ 
pleton,  Aniold,  Arrington,  Ajcrigg,  Btbcod,  lU^ 
Bunard,  Bidlujc,  Binlaeye,  Blair,  Boaidmn,  S» 
den.  Bolts,  Brigga,  Hilton  Brown,  JeKiiuih  Bnn^ 
Bumetl,  Williun  O.  Buller,  Calhoui,  VaUu  i- 
CampbeU,  Tbomss  J.  Cuapbell,  CaraUien  &«!, 
Chapman,  Cbilds,  Chittenden,  John  C.  OvIl,  Jms 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cnxe,  OffSt 
Davis,  John  Edmrda,  FesBendeD,  Flllmon^  A,  L 
Foater,  Gamble,  Qentry,  Giddlngs,  Goraio,  IMnl 
O.  Qoode,  Onham,  Granger,  Green,  Qm,  Bito- 
shani,  Hall,  Halsced,  Houston,  Eowaid,  Eo^ 
Chories  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ineencdl,  ViBa 
W.  Inrio^  Jamea,  William  Cost  iaiaaaa,  Ma  f 
Keanedy,  King,  Lane,  Unn,  HcKennin,  SuOi 
Uaaon,  Hathiot,  Mallot^  Haiwell,  Miidu<  lli>^ 
ell,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Oabonie,  Orirr, 
Pearoe.  Pendleton,  Pope,  ProBt,  Rainay,  Btqua 
Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  BiW 
Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  EussaU,  Jameill.  Il«« 
Saltonstall,  Sanfoid,  Saunders,  Shidd&7^ii«»>^ 
Stanly,  Slralton,  Alciandcr  H.  H.  Stoart,  Jria J 
Stuart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  llioaipBra,  K>*J^' 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  TillinglML,  WW 
Tomlinson,  Tiiplett,  Dnderwood,  Tm  Bffl«b^ 
Wallai»,  Wamn,  Waahington.  Edward D.  Wbut,!" 
teph  L.  While,  Christopher  H.  WiUiaia*,  Aip« 
Young,  and  John  Young — llll. 

Kits.— Ueesn  Adamo,  Alheiton,  Barton,  fttm 
Bovne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brom,  Clu* 
Brown,  Burke,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Fiini  C  &» 
well,  John  Campbell,  Gary,  CUfforf,  dinloa,  C* 
Colquill,  Mait  A.  Cooper,  Daniel.  R  D.  Dtrii  »^ 
Doan,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  H.  Ho.". "  i^ 
liani  0.  Goodc,  Goidon,  Hunt,  HajJ,  Eciaa,  fl^ 
kins,  Houck,  HnhanJ,  Hnntcr,  Cave  JolmsOT.  J^ 
W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  U^  tittlf*^ 
Abraham  MoCtcllan,  Bobert  MeCMlan,  H<K>.r  >le- 
Keon.  Hallory,  Handumd,  AUM  MairiiiU.  Hn^n 
Hedill,  MiUer,  Nerwhard,  nanwr,  B««bb,  ^^^ 
tUggi,  Bogern  BoweveU,  Snjfcr,  8* ^'*^- 
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Fhidat,  August  12, 
Serend  Senate  bills  were  reoorted  fhim  dif- 
jreot  standing  oommitteea,  ana  referred  to  the 
VtmmittM  of  the  Whole  on  the  Btate  of  the 
rnion. 

AMitmptum  t^  Slate  DAU. 
Mr.  TV.  Cost  Johnsos  gave  notice  that  he 
roalU,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
>  meet  all  the  oDireat  and  contiagent  liabilitiea 
f  the  Government,  bf  raining  revenue  firom 
nports,  to  benefit  the  growers  of  grain  and  to- 
acco,  b;  ooanterv^iag  and  reoiprocal  duties 
n  orticlea  speoiSed — to  prevent  Abuses  in  the 
oUectiou  and  diBbursement  of  the  revenne,  by 
eqiiiring  the  gross  amount  to  be  paid  at  once 
ito  the  treaanry,  to  be  drawn  out  onlj  by  law 
-to  prevent  deMoatione,  by  requiring  pnr- 
basors  of  pDbliotandH,andimporlers  of  dutiable 
ood^  to  place  tlie  amount  to  be  paid  the  Gov- 
rnment  in  Govemment  depositories,  or  in  the 
reasury  at  once,  to  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
nent,  and  to  receive  a  receipt  of  payment  from 
he  receiven,  upon  presentation  of  the  certifi- 
ate  of  Bocb  deposit — to  benefit  the  Stoles,  and 
□crease  the  capital  of  the  nation,  by  anthoriz- 
ng  the  issue,  upon  the  faith  of  the  Governnieut, 
>f  tir«  haodrea  millions  of  Oovemment  stocli, 
'f  denominationa  of  not  leas  than  one  hundred, 
inr  exceeding  one  thonaand  dollars;  tobedi- 
ided  among  the  States,  the  Territories,  and 
he  District  of  Colnmbia,  upon  the  basis  (k  fed- 
ral  numbers — and  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
he  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
ho  public  lands  until  the  redemption  of  the 
tocli  by  the  Government. 

Semediat  Jtuliee, 

Ur.  Bars&bd  wished  to  report, 'from  the  Ju- 
iiciary  Cummittoe,  the  bill  iirom  the  Senate 
'  to  provide  remedial  Justice  in  the  ooDTte  of 
he  United  States." 

Mr.  J.  G.  Flotd  olfjected. 

The  bill  waa  not  reported. 


HoHDa.T,  Angnst  IS. 
Amiw^tim  of  StaU  IMU. 
Mr.  W.  0.  Jonsaox,  pursuant  to  notteo  given 
1  few  days  ago,  asked  jienniBsion  to  re[iort  a 
itll,  entitled  ''  A  bill  to  meet  all  the  current 
ltd  contingent  liabilities  of  the  Government, 
ly  raiiiing  revenne  from  imports;  to  benefit 
he  growers  of  grain  and  tobacco,  by  conntervail- 
ng  and  reeiprocal  duties  on  articles  specified ; 
o  prevent  abuses  in  the  collection  and  dls- 
inraement  of  the  revenaes,  by  requiring  the 
;ros9  amount  to  be  paid  nt  once  into  the  treas- 
Iry,  to  be  drawn  out  only  by  low ;  to  prevent 
lefiilcaCions,  by  requiring  purcliaseni  of  public 
aods,  and  inipvrters  of  dudable  goods,  to  place 


the  amonnt  to  be  p^d  the  Government  in  Got- 
emroent  depotitories,  or  in  the  treasury  at 
onee,  to  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  to 
recdve  a  receipt  of  payment  from  the  receivers 
upon  presentation  of  the  certificate  of  such  de- 
podt;  to  benefit  the  8tal«a  and  increase  the 
capital  of  the  nation,  by  anthorizing  the  issue, 
upon  Mie  faith  of  the  Government,  of  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  Government  stock,  of  denomi- 
nationa of  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  ei- 
ceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  the  States,  the  Territories,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  upon  the  basis  tif  federal 
numbers ;  and  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
diatributioD  of  the  oroceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblio  lands  until  the  redempticm  of  stock  by 
the  Government." 

Hr.  B^KNAKD  objected. 

Ur.  Wh.  Cost  Johnsoii  moved  a  snapension 
of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  him  to 
offer  a  resolution  in  the  following  terms ; 

JUiJted,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  —  be  ap- 
pointed,  with  instructioaBto  eonsider  the  propriety 
of  reporting  the  following  bill. 

Ur.  Barsabd  objected  to  the  Introduction  of 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  stm- 
pend ;  which  waa  negatived  almost  unonl- 
mooaly. 


TnxBDAT,  August  Ifl. 
Etportt  on  th«  Vtto. 

Ur.  Acuta,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  reasons 
of  the  President  for  refusing  bis  assent  to  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  revenue  from 
imports,  and  lo  change  and  modify  existing 
laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  fbr  other 
purposes,"  aaid  be  waa  instmcted  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  Oiumt  said  he,  also,  had  a  report  and  a 
protest  agsinat  the  course  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee. 

Ur.  O.  J.  Ikobbboll  likewise  aignified  his  in- 
tention to  moke  a  report. 

Mr.  AoAua  said  he  desired  to  read  his  report 
himself. 

He  then  read  his  report  as  follows : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  wham  was  referred  the 
Messnge  oftlie  PreMdent  of  the  United  Stiites,  re- 
taming  to  this  Uouae  (he  ai't,  wliich  originated 
in  it,  "  to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  ind  to 
chanj^    and    modifj     existing    law  a    Imposing 
duties  on  import*,  and  for  other  purposcii,"  wiih 
his  objeetions  to  it,  with  InstnictEcina  lo  report 
tlicreon  to  the  Houw,  have  attended  10  that  ser- 
vice, and  respectfully  report : 
The  Hcaeigc  Is  the  last  of  a  aeries  at  Kxeculive 
measurcB,  llie   result  of  which  lias  bocii  tci  dcfent 
and  nulliiy  (he  whole  action  of  Uio  Ip^psliilivo  au- 
thority of  this  Union,  upon  the  most  importunt  in- 
terests of  the  nation. 
At  the  accesuon  of  the  late  President  IlarrisoD, 
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hj  eleeiioD  or  the  people,  to  the  exeentlTe  cbilr, 
the  SiiuiceB,  thi  reveuue,  tiid  the  credit  of  the 
eonnlry,  were  fansd  In  k  condition  ao  greUlj  dli- 
ordered,  and  N>  langnUhing,  (faftC  the  first  act  of  hie 
•dminiBlmtion  wu  to  call  ■  specikl  BeseioQ  of  Cuo- 
grefa,  to  protide  a  renMdy  for  thii  diatempercd 
•tale  of  the  great  ijod;  politic.  It  vaa  e> 
A  dlaeaie  of  no  iudden  occurrence,  and  of 
nary  maligniiy.  Four  years  before,  the  Immediate 
predeoeraor  of  Geoer^  Hanisoo  had  been  con- 
■trained  to  rewti  to  tfae  sMne  expedient — a  apecial 
•eanon  of  Congreu;  the  remit  of  which  had  only 
proved  the  first  of  a  encccMion  of  patlintivea,  pur 
cbi«og  momentary  relief  at  the  expemie  of  deeper- 
Hated  diseste  and  aggraritad  Rymplonu,  growing 
daily  more  intense  through  the  whole  (bur  years  of 
tbut  administration.  It  bad  expended,  from  tear 
to  year,  flxim  18,000,000  to  $10,000,000  beyond 
ta  Income;  abiorbing,  in  that  period,  nearly 
(10,000,000  pledged  for  deposit!  with  tfae  Blatei. 
(8,000,000  of  Rtoek  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  from  (9,000,000  to  (0,000,000  of  tnul 
falids,  and  ai  moch  treaiary  notes;  and  was  irink- 
Ing  ander  tb«  weight  of  it*  own  improTideDee  and 
Inoompeteney. 

The  sentence  of  a  auffi^rlng  people  bad 
mended  a  change  In  the  adtninialration,  and  the 
contemporaneoas  electioca  throughout  the  Union 
bad  placed  in  both  Houaes  of  Congreas  majorities, 
the  natural  eiponenta  of  the  principles  which  it 
«M  the  will  of  the  people  should  be  substituted  in 
the  administration  of  their  GoTemment,  instead  of 
those  which  had  brought  the  country  to  a  condition 
of  •DCfa  wrelchedness    and    shame.     There    was 

Erfect  harmony  of  princi[^  between  the  chosen 
endcnt  of  the  peopU  and  this  mqjorily,  thus 
constituted  in  both  Houses  of  Congress;  and  the 
first  sot  of  hia  administration  was,  to  cull  a  special 
aesMmi  of  Congress,  for  their  deliberation  and  ac- 
tion upon  the  measures  indispensably  necosssry  for 
relief  Co  the  pubUo  distress,  and  to  retrieve  the 
prosperity  of  tbo  great  coQimunilj  of  the  nation. 

On  the  SlBt  day  of  Hay,  184!,  within  three 
months  after  the  inauguration  of  Freaident  Hai^ 
rimpD,  the  Congress  assembled  at  Ids  call.  But  the 
reins  of  the  executive  car  were  already  in  other 
bands.  By  an  inscmtable  decree  of  Providence, 
the  chief  of  the  people's  choice,  in  harmony  wiUi 
whoso  principles  the  mnjorities  ofboth  Hoiiacs  had 
been  consUtulcd,  was  Uid  low  in  death.  The 
President  who  had  culled  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
was  no  longer  the  President  when  the  Congress 
met.  A  sDocesBor  to  the  dIBgo  hsd  assumed  the 
title,  with  totally  ditTcrent  principles,  though  pro- 
fessing  the  eaniQ  at  the  time  of  tiis  election,  which, 
fiir  from  faarmoniiing,  like  those  of  his  immediate 

Clecessor,  with  the  mnjority  of  both  IIooscb  of 
grees,  were  toon  disclosed  in  diametrical  op- 
podtion  to  them. 

The  first  deTolopment  of  this  new  and  most  un- 
fortunate condition  of  the  General  Go Tcrntn ant  was 
manifested,  by  the  fuilurc,  once  and  again,  of  the 
first  great  measure  Intended  by  Congress  to  restore 
the  credit  of  the  country,  by  the  eatablishment 
of  ■  national  bank — a  failure  caused  eiclusiTety 
by  the  operation  of  the  yelo  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent. In  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  eiecntiTe  is  not  only  separated  from 
the  Irgislatlve  power,  but  made  dependent  npon, 
and  responsible  to  ic  Until  a  Tery  recent  penod 
of  our  historj,  aU  releieoee,  in  either  House  of  | 


Congrem,  to  tin  opinions  or  wiilxs  eT  ttt  frta- 
dent,  relating  to  any  aubjecl  in  dclibenlim  bchi 
them,  was  regarded  aa  an  outrage  upooUie  ri^arf 
the  deliberative  body,  among  the  tint  of  iboK 
duties  it  ia  to  spurn  the  influence  of  tlie  AspttM 
□f  patronage  and  power.  Until  very  ncnttli,  il 
was  sufficient  greatly  ID  impair  the  iaOiKKc  <f 
any  memt>er  to  be  suspected  of  pcnenil  nbtmi- 
ency  to  the  Eiecutire ;  and  any  sUunoo  to  hkn^ 
in  debate,  waa  deemed  a  dapartuie  BOt  in  (na 
decency  than  from  order.  Aaaniioudcnrtwac 
commodate  the  action  of  Congrtsi  totbetpum 
and  wishes  of  Ur.  Tyler  bad  led  to  meffieuiws  tf 
the  first  bill  for  the  estabUsfamcnt  of  >  wnil 
bnnk,  presented  to  him  for  bis  sppravil,  lidd] 
differing  from  the  o[nnions  entertained  of  itatt 
pcdiency  by  the  majority  of  "both  HoqjotJftt 
gress ;  but  which  liuivd  to  obtain  that  sppronl  ii 
the  Bake  of  which  they  hsd  been  rtluctutly  lift- 
ed. A  second  attempt  ensued,  ander  ■  mm  i 
the  indispensabie  neceauty  of  a  fiscal  cotimiiM 
to  the  reTenuea  and  credit  of  the  natHia,lt!n' 
pare  an  act  to  whicli  an  ioformal  interceanv  aJ 
communicatiou  between  a  member  of  ttit  Bnc, 
ehatged  with  the  dut*  of  preparing  Ibe  V^ui 
the  President  of  the  United  States  huiiid[,iK^ 
secure,  by  compliance  with  his  opiDioos,*  ji!>^ 
in  advance  of  his  approral  of  the  bin,iM( 
should  be  presented  to  bim.  That  plei^t  "i  * 
taincd.  The  bill  was  presented  to  bim  iDth<c; 
terms  which  he  had  prescribed  as  neensuyUi^ 
tain  hia  sauction,  and  it  mi't  the  samefiteiiibta 
predecessor;  and  it  ia  n:markable,  thai tk  n 
Bona  assigned  for  the  refusal  to  aptuoTC  die  vcW 
bill  are  iu  direct  and  Immediate  conKci  niitii^ 
which  hod  l>een  assigned  for  the  reliml  U  i>p  ^^ 
first. 

Thus  the  messvire  first  among  thon  itaei^ 
the  Legialature  of  the  dnioa  indispconiilj  •«» 
sary  for  the  salration  of  its  highest  mltreu,  uJ 
for  the  restoration  of  its  credit,  its  bonor.iupv 
pority,  was  prostrated,  dcfeatrd,  anndird,!);  ^^^ 
weak  and  wavcriug  obstinacy  of  one  nut,  i»- 
dentally,  and  not  by  the  will  of  the  propl'',  hnt- 
ed  with  that  ^rriblc  power — as  if  prophctiol!  ^^ 
scribed  by  one  of  his  own  chosen  miniyttn,  ii  * 
day,  as  "(he  right  to  deprive  the  peofkii*-- 
government." 

The  first  consequence  of  this  execotirr  kt« 
tion  was  not  only  to  prostrate  the  cBtm  ott^ 
Lej^olature  Itai'l^  to  relieve  the  people  f'*''^ 
distresB,  to  replenish  the  exbauMed  tiesnri.ia> 
call  forth  the  resources  of  the  country,  wnitrs 
the  public  faith  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  iiaiioB>l» 
gagements,  but  to  leave  all  the  bardtns  uJ  * 
bamssments  of  the  public  treasm'y,  bm^l  ^ 
it  by  the  improvidence  of  the  prcccdhigAJ^ 
Iration,  bearing  npon  the  people  wiita  tfp'^'^ 
pressure.  The  fuul  error  of  the  precedb;  A^ 
'  Mtion  bad  been  an  excess  of  eipeniinret*.'^ 
..  income.  That  excess  had  been  an  ivri?  * 
eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  at  least,  ia^'^ 
four  years  of  Its  existence.  The  practfcjl  sy*" 
if  its  fiscal  operations  bad  t*een  a  coDtniwi  3- 
rease  of  expenifitures  and  diminution  of  xrr,'tK!' 
.ndic  left,  as  a  bequest  to  its  succenoT,w)tl^^' 
reduction  of  expenses,  but  a  double  ni«^^* 
revenue  to  the  amount  of  miDions,  to  occe.a 
course,  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  udIsb  i'^' 
■■i,  within  fifteen  montha,  by  a'' — 
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Bj  Uk  double  exercise  of  tbe  Praideatiil  Inter- 
Het  npon  thn  two  bill*  for  eetablubing  a  nttlorut 
buk,  tbis  legisktioii  km  preveuted.  The  excess 
tffipelidilurea  bejond  the  rcTenue  eontlnned  snd 
Iwreirei  The  doable  reduction  of  revenue  pre- 
■cribed  b;  the  cotnpromise  «f  18S3,  wm  suffered 
la  take  1u  full  effect;  no  redaction  of  the  eipendi- 
lorci  bad  been  prescribed;  end  in  the  course  of 
cigiilcen  wonihf  since  the  iii»ugqrslion  of  Pre«i- 
ital  Harrison,  an  addllioD  of  st  least  fifteen  ni[l- 
Uoni  to  the  enorniouB  deficit  already  eiiaUng  In  the 
tnmrj  at  the  close  of  tbe  tut  Administrallon,  Is 
noir  chareed  npon  the  preTalling  partj  )n  Con- 
{Ttn,  bj  thoee  who  bad  made  it  the  law ;  vhite  the 
ticrcise  of  the  veto  power  alone  disabled  the  Legis- 
lilDre  itself  from  the  pover  of  applying  the  onlj 
nmtdj  which  It  was  witbln  the  competency  of 
Icgi'tatioD  itself  to  provide. 

The  great  purpose  fbr  which  the  special  eeailon 
nr  Congress  bad  been  called  WM  tbaa  defeated  by 

'  Ike  exercise  of  the  Tela  power.  At  the  meeting  of 
Cdd^is,  at  the  regular  annual  aesaion,  the  mBJori. 

-  liM  of  both  Honsei',  not  yielding  to  the  discourage- 
mciitof  duappointed  hopes  and  lutBed  energies, 
undenook  the  taali  of  raldng,  bj  impost  duties,  a 
reiCTiiM  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  treas- 
urv,  tnd  (o  Iha  falfliment  of  the  national  obiiga- 

Bj  tbe  Bsridnous  and  unremitting  labor*  of  the 
comnilltees  of  both  Bousea,  charged  with  the  du- 
ties at  pruTiding  for  the  oeceuitiet  of  the  rcvenoe, 
.  sad  for  the  great  nanufactaring  intereits  of  the 
Korthen,  Central,  and  Western  States,  which  must 
'  b«  M  decpir  affected  by  any  adjustment  of  a  tariff 
to  raise  eiciusiTeiy  a  roTcnue  adequate  to  the 
nccMHrT  expenses  of  tho  Government  fVom  duties 
on  imports,  a  tariff  bill,  belie»ed  to  be  nearlr,  if 
sal  wholly,  EuSliiient  for  that  purpose,  was  eUbo- 
nled  and  amply  discnssed,  through  a  lung  series  of 
■Mts,  in  Iwth  brsDcbes  of  the  Legislature.  The 
I>r<w«sii  of  testation,  through  which  alooo  such  a 
loniplieaied  syatem  could  he  organized,  necessarily 
ransomed  msny  tiionlhs  of  Ume;  nor  were  the 
ramniiltccg  of  the  Hotise  exempted  from  severe  re- 
pnucb,  which  tho  puroliased  presses  of  the  Execu- 
tive Chief  are  even  yet  casting  upon  Congrew, 
*l(hoiit  rebulce  or  restraint  from  him.  The  dtlsys 
were  occasioned  by  the  patient  and  unwcariod  in- 
TttiigatioE  of  the  whole  subject  by  the  appropriate 
'ommittMa.  As  the  perioil  approached  when  the 
•o-(it1ed  compromise  tariff  was  to  be  consummated, 
liiaring  the  Government  without  any  reveoue  tariff 
Mnclioned  fa^  the  law,  the  prudence  of  Congress, 
■ilhout  precipilaUng  their  decision  npon  the  per- 
"unerit  eystem  wbicb  they  fondly  hoped  to  estab- 
liih.  provided  andseat  to  the  Fre^deiit  a  temporary 
cil^dient,  limited  in  it*  operation  to  the  spaoe  of 
one  mouth;  during  which,  to  avoid,  as  they  thought. 
Hie  possibility  of  a  coUiuon  with  the  apprehended 
inlipathies  of  tho  President,  they  bnd  suspended 
for  tho  same  month  the  distribulion  of  the  proceeds 
of  Ihcpaleaof  tbe  pubiio  lands;  which,  by  a  previous 
law,  was  to  take  cSect  the  day  after  tho  eipir«Uon 
of  the  tompromisc.  Kot  only  was  this  most  con- 
cilijtory  measure  contemptuously  rejected,  but,  In 
ioul  disregard  of  the  avowed  opinions  of  his  own 
Becrf  iMry  of  tho  Trcaenry,  concarring  with  those 
ntari;  unanimous  of  dl  the  most  eminent  lawyers 
of  the  land,  in  solitary  rellancs  upon  the  hesitating 
spinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  ha  has  nndcrtsken 
not  only  to  tovj  luea  to  tbe  amonnt  of  miUiona 
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npOD  the  people,  bat  to  presoribe  regulations  for  its 
collection,  and  for  aacenalnine  the  value  of  im- 
ported merchandise,  wlilch  the  law  had,  in  expren 
termi,  reserved  fbr  tbe  lepaiative  action  of  Coi>> 
grem. 

And  now,  to  orown  this  system  <rf  eontlnnal  and 
unrelaoting  exercise  of  executive  legislation  by  the 
alternate  gross  sbuse  of  oonaUtatioaal  power,  and 
bold  assumption  of  power*  never  vested  in  him  by 
any  law,  we  come  to  the  veto  message  referred  by 
the  Hoasa  to  this  committee. 

A  comparative  review  of  the  four  peveral  vetoei 
which.  In  the  coarse  of  fifteen  months,  have  bos' 
pended  the  legislation  of  ibis  Union,  combined  with 
that  amphibious  production,  the  reasons  fbr  ap- 
proving and  rigning  a  bill,  and  at  the  same  lima 
striking,  by  jndicini  constructiou,  at  its  most  im- 
portant enactment,  illoslrated  by  conlemponineoua 
etfVisionB  of  temper  and  of  sentiment  divnlged  at 
convivial  fesCiv^  and  obtroded  npon  the  pnblio 
eye  by  tbe  fatal  friendsbip  of  sycophant  prival* 
correspondents,  and  stripped  to  it*  naked  natara 
by  tbe  r«pealed  and  daring  assumption  both  ot  le- 
gldative  and  of  jadioial  power,  woold  pi«seat 
anomoliea  of  character  and  conduct  rarely  seen 
upon  earth.  Such  an  investigation,  though  atrictly 
within  the  scope  of  tbe  instructions  embraced  in 
tbe  reference  to  this  committee,  would  require  m 
volaminoDS  report,  which  the  scsntinera  of  timo 
will  not  allow,  and  which  may  not  be  ncoeasary  for 
maturing  the  Judgment  of  the  iioose  opoa  the  doo- 
ument  now  before  them. 

isons  assigned  by  the  FresidcDt  for  re- 
taming  to  the  Bouse  orRepreseiilatlves,  with  hi* 
objections,  the  bill  to  provide  revenne  from  im- 
ports, and  to  change  and  modify  existing  Uws  im- 
posing duliee,  and  for  other  purposes,  are  preceded 
by  a  brief  disaertation  npon  the  painful  sensationa 
which  any  imUtidiuil  iovesied  with  the  velo  power 
in  exercising  it  upon  important  act*  of 
the  Legislature.  The  paragmph  is  worded  wltb 
extreme  caution,  and  with  obvioua  Inlent  to  avoid 
the  assertion,  made  in  snch  broad  and  miquslifled 
terms  in  the  letter  read  at  the  Fhiladelpllia  Ind»- 
pendence-day  dinner  party,  that  Congress  can 
enact  no  fa«  without  the  coneurreDoe  of  the  £(- 
eoative.  There  Is  in  tbis  paper  a  stadioos  effort  to 
save  my  indittdtiat  from  the  imputation  of  assert- 
ing the  nnquallfled  Independence  of  tho  Eioculiva 
tbe  Legislature,  and  the  impoieoce  of  Coo< 
greaa  to  enact  any  law  witbont  btm.  That  assertion, 
made  In  so  eipUcit  and  unquaUled  terms  in  th* 
Pbiladelpbiu  letter,  is  here  virtually  disclaimed  and 
disavowed.  The  exereiae  of  tamt  Independence  of 
judgment,  in  regard  10  ait  acta  of  legislation,  by 
any  individual  invested  with  the  velopewer,  is  her» 
"  d  and  narrowed  down  to  tbe  mere  prirllego 
yielding  his  well-conridered,  most  deeply 
Sied,  and  repeatedly  declared  opinion*  on  matter* 
of  great  public  concernment,  to  those  of  a  co-ordl- 
ite  department,  withont  requesting  that  dcpart- 
icnt  seriously  to  re-examine  the  subject  of  thdr 
ifTerence.  The  co-ordinate  department  lo  the  Le- 
glalatDre  i*  no  longer  the  oo-ordhiBte  branch  of  tha 
Legislainre.  Tbe  power  of  Congress  to  enact  a 
law  without  the  co-operation  of  any  Individoal  Ex- 
ecutive, is  oooceded^ — not  merely  by  nnavoldahia 
inference;  for  the  olotfng  paragrafA  of  tbe  mc»- 
sage,  recurring  again  to  the  nme  troablem>me  re- 
mlnlscence,  observes  that,  after  all,  the  eStet  of 
what  ha  doe*  Is  aahstantirily  (o  oatl  on  CoogrtM  lo 
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rtcmuider  Ch«  lobject.  If,  OD  sach  rccon^eration, 
s  m^oritj  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houe«b  •bould  be 
Id  tiTOr  of  thia  meunrc,  it  will  become  t  law,  not- 
withnanding  bii  objections.  The  truism  of  this 
Mtn&rk  maj,  perbapa,  be  aceoaDted  for  bj  tbe  mr- 
Mise  that  it  wu  a  new  discovery,  made  unco  tbc 
writing  of  the  Fbiiadelphia  dinner-psrtj  letter;  and 
the  modest  presumption  aaeribed  to  the  conatitn- 
tkm,  that  the  ExocutlTe  can  cominit  no  error  of 
^Hnion  uDless  two-thirds  of  both  brancbea  of  the 
Le^datnre  are  in  conflict  with  him,  is  tempered  by 
Iba  amiable  auenuice  that,  in  that  erent,  he  will 
cheerftiltj  acquiesce  in  •  result  which  would  be 
precisely  the  same  whether  he  should  acqoieaca  in 
it  or  not.  The  aptitude  of  this  hypothetical  po- 
ritiou  may  be  estimated  by  the  caieulaUon  of  th« 
•faances  that  the  contingency  wMoh  it  aippoaes  is 
within  lbs  Tcrge  of  posribility. 

The  reaaona  asdinied  by  the  Preeldfiit  for  Ms 
•bjectiODS  to  tbit  bill  are  farther  preceded  b;r  a  nsr- 
ratlTe  of  his  antecedent  opinions  and  communlo- 
lioni  on  the  subject  of  diMributing  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Be  adimta  that,  at 
(he  opening  of  the  extra  session,  he  recommended 
wtab  a  distributioD,  but  be  arera  that  this  recom- 
■nendntlon  was  expressly  oonpled  with  the  condition 
that  the  duties  on  imports  sbonld  not  eioced  the 
nte  of  twentj  per  cent.,  prorided  by  the  compro- 
mise act  of  183S. 

Who  coutd  hnsfclne  that,  After  this  most  em- 
phatic coupling  at  the  revenue  from  duties  of  im- 
post, irllh  revenue  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
«f  the  pnblio  lands,  the  first  and  paramouot  objec- 
thm  of  the  Pre^dent  lo  this  bill  should  be.  that  it 
Bnitea  two  subjects  which,  so  far  from  having  any 
•IDnitjr  to  one  another,  are  wholly  incongmoas  In 
their  churacter ;  which  two  aubjecCa  are  identiCHlly 
the  FSMKi  wiih  those  whicli  he  had  coupled  together 
In  his  recommeudation  to  Congrcw  at  the  extra 
■es^OQ  ?  If  there  was  no  affinity  between  tlw  par- 
ties, why  did  he  Join  them  togecherf  If  the  union 
was  iliegitiniate,  who  was  the  sUniinistering  priest 
of  the  unhallowed  ritesT  It  is  objM.-ted  to  this  bill, 
that  [t  is  both  a  revenne  and  an  appropriation  bill. 
Whatthen*  Is  not  the  tu.-t  of  tVplember  4,  1B41, 
•f^iroved  and  signed  by  the  President  himself,  both 
ftrevenuo  and  an  appropriation  billF  Does  it  not 
enact  that,  in  the  event  of  an  insufficiency  of  im- 
post duties,  not  exceeding  twenty  pur  eentnm  ad 
valorem,  to  defray  the  curreiitexiiensesoftheOoT- 
emmen^  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
diall  be  levied  as  part  of  the  same  revenue,  and 
*]mropii;it«d  to  the  same  purposesT  The  appro- 
priation «f  the  proceeds  of  the  ssles  of  the  public 
lands,  to  defray  the  ordinary  eipeudlinrcs  of  ibe 
Government,  is  believed  lo  be  a  system  of  fiscal 
liMntgeinent  unwise,  impolitic,  improvident,  and 
aDjuat ;  and  tt  ia  predi^ly  for  that  reason  Ibat  the 
Un  now  before  the  House  providni  that  they  shall 
Dot  be  so  appropriated.  The  public  lands  are  the 
noble  and  innpprei-iable  inherilsnce  of  the  whole 
nation.  The  sale  of  them  to  individuals  ia  not  a 
tax  upon  ilie  purobaaer,  l)ut  an  exchange  of  equiv- 
alents, Hcaroely  more  buniensome  to  the  grantee 
than  if  he  should  recrive  it  as  a  gratuitous  donation. 
To  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  (he  sales  to  defray 
tbe  ordinary  eipenses  of  the  Qovcmmont,  is  to 
waste  and  di-ntrov  the  property.  This  propeny  is 
held  by  Concrcw'in  tmst.  Ur.  Tyler  speaks  of  the 
^stribniinn  a»  if  it  was  giving  away  the  property. 
It  is  precisely  the  reveise.    U  is  resloriog  It  to  tbe 


owner.  To  appropriate  the  proceeds  to  dtfriy  ibt 
current  expeoditares,  is  to  give  it  np  to  dihpii. 
Uon  and  waste.  It  is,  in  p<^ticil  eeemr.p^ 
ciselj  the  same  aa  if  an  indltidotl  litAolda 
should  sell  off,  year  after  year,  parcda  of  liii  atelt, 
and  consume  its  proceeds  in  the  pajaml  t(  ba 
household  eipensM.  Tbe  first  prindiiie  tf  fdMid 
economy  necea»ry  for  a  nation  is  to  niit,  bi  in- 
of  ion,  within  the  year,  the  whole  (em  reqwiid  b 
the  expenditures  of  that  year.  Every  dtpotn 
from  this  principle  Is  a  step  in  the  path  af  nimi 
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treasury  must  be  s  . , 

from  taxation  by  the  year,  and  ni 

tion  of  the  common  property. 

The  second  reason  of  die  President  for  ehjMiit 
lo  the  passage  of  this  toll,  is  not  mors  foodno 
than  tbe  first.  It  ia  the  destitute  and  tntarmH 
state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  lni|ioBcy,  II M  b- 
constitutionalitj,  ot  givina  aia«y  a  limtfil  Man 
of  revenue,  which.  If  retuned,  may  be  stbri  l< 
the  Government,  and  applied  to  meet  iti  tit 
wants.  But  the  Frerident  had  just  toM  ■  M 
thisfruilfidsotirceof  Nvenne  wasasntiitctibd; 
diselmilsr  in  its  character  from  that  of  men 
raised  bv  duties  of  impost — so  ^ssinutsr,  tW  h 
ntdon  o^  them  formed  in  bis  mind  an  insuDtaM 
ble  objpction  to  the  paasai^e  of  tba  biL  "I  SM 
respectfully  submit  (ssys  (he  mesMge)  wbHkr  ti 
ia  a  time  to  ^m  auay  tbe  prooeeds  of  ^  W 
sales,  when  tbe  public  lands  cooatlinte  i  M 
which,  of  aU  others,  may  be  made  meal  vHa 
sustaining  the  pnbllo  crediL"  And  hovnil' 
be  made  thus  useful  I  Precisely  by  gintf  Un 
aiMy.  By  giving  them  awsy  forever  I  Foe,  if  4r 
principle  be  once  established,  that  the  pnimA' 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  lutMiltt^s 
the  place  of  revenue,  by  laiatioii,  to  defny  th* 
dinary  annual  expenses  of  the  Natioul  Gtn*' 
ment,  never  more  will  the  people  of  aajr  Ebtt  ii 
Ibis  Union  have  tbe  benefit  of  one  ddUrhadi 
richest  of  mines  of  Incxbanatible  wealth,  M^ 
upon  them  by  their  bountlfol  Creator,  forlk  » 
provemcnt  of  their  own  conditioa ;  bul  fif  *^ 
— yes,  to  the  last  cent,  jn'MftoMyfiNeveT^^ti**' 
per  the  reckless  eitravsgance  of  a  Genrta^ 
forever  preaching  retrenchment  and  rtmtaj.'^ 
forurer  heaping  million  upon  million  of  avBialn' 
penditnrcs  "  to  sucUe  armiea  and  diy-iisn< ''' 
land." 

The  committee  submit  to  the  Hobm  their  «>» 
itating  ojMuion,  that  the  ■{q>n>priatkm«f  ujP'' 
of  the  prooeeds  of  tbe  sales  of  tbe  pabHc  lu^ 
the  ordiiisrv  annual  expenditures,  would  betktWJ 
eflectusl  and  irrptrievable  ^eiHjr  avwri/Uui^ 
and  inretimabie  inheritance  of  the  Amerkan  J"^ 
that,  if  once  that  growing  and  ineiharttilAM 
shall  be  doomed  to  form  tbe  whole  or  saj  ]*"<• 
the  miyi  and  nuBtu  for  tbo  animal  estiaiaieii'^ 
rceeipts  nnd  expenditures  of  the  Nilioml  0°""; 
ment,  the  people  may  bid  farewell— •  taog  br^ 
—to  every  hope  of  ever  receiving  a  dollsr^  —** 
improvement  from  ihat  gift  of  God  lo  ''■'''^ 
cruelly  ami  perfidiously  wrested  from  thfirbw 

Kineteen  of  the  States  of  this  Dnkia,  i'^"' 
dent — perhaps,  la  some  cases.  ii««Httidfi««,'^ 
dent — pursuit  of  the  Improvement  of  **  f" 
condition,  have  become  involfed— sum  '"■^ 
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tM  lb«  Intercoom  oT  MTel  mnd  of  trtde  b«(w«eB 
Ih  nmoMM  eitrem«a  of  thU  great  BepubUo, 
■irmiDg  from  jeu  lo  jear,  with  TedonbUoK  niU- 
ong  of  popoUtion.  It  in  no  exaggeruvd  Mtlmate 
f  the  Tftlue  of  these  worka  to  saj  thai,  the  MTioe 
r  time,  of  Uboa,  and  of  eipenie,  to  iiidi*tdMl 
itizaua  of  the  Union,  enjoying  the  benefit  of  theae 
ublio  wetki,  more  than  repafS,  in  everj  aini^e 
ear,  the  iih<^  eo«t  of  their  couitniotlou. 

But,  while  tbne  ImineoM  beneflta  haTe  been 
liiu  Mcnred  to  the  people,  as  a  conmmiltj  of  in- 
iTidualB,  the  Btatei  which  authoriied  them  hare 
onlneted  a  burden  of  liablUtiet  heavier  than  thej 
re  able  to  bear.  The;  need  the  assialanee  of  a 
riendlj  and  powerful  hand  ;  and  where  should  the; 
jid  it  but  in  the  tjmpathiet  of  the  National  Oot- 
mmpnt?— in  their  fldelitj  to  tJie  truat  committed 
D  their  charge  Id  Ihia  ImmenMi  and  slmoet  bound- 
ai  public  domain  T  The  application  of  the  pro- 
eeda  of  the  piibtlt;  lands  lo  olleTlate  the  burden  of 
hexe  debta  preaslDg  upon  the  people  of  almott  all 
be  States,  ia,  if  not  the  onlj,  the  moat  oneieep- 
ionible  mpde  «f  eitendiug  the  mightT  arm  of  the 
iaioD  to  reheTe  the  people  of  tbe  States  from  the 
iree»iii«  of  tbe  burden  bearing  upon  them — a  ro- 
let  coiudatiug  onl;  of  the  dktribniiou  among  them 
>r  their  own  property — a  relief  furniahbg  them  the 
■cans  of  paying  lo  the  United  States  ihenuelTes 
» iDcoD^dereble  portion  of  the  debts  dne  from  the 
kattra  to  them ;  so  that,  by  one  and  the  Mme  op- 
ration,  the  people  of  the  Btates  will  be  relieved 
ron  the  inlderable  pressure  of  their  debt,  and  the 
nmmon  treaeurj  of  the  Union  will  receive  bMk 
a  piTment  of  debt  no  amall  part  of  the  Mme  Sams 
llotled  to  the  State*  as  their  respective  portions  of 
be  diiitributiou. 

The  committee  regret  that  the  ahortneai  of  the 
iMe  which  they  have  allowed  themselves  for  the 
mparation  of  this  report  constraint  them  to  pan 
iier  numerous  other  connderatinus,  amounting  to 
he  dcare«t  demonstration,  that  the  distribuiioa 
Jnoag  the  States  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lublio  land",  »ill  bo  Infinitely  more  eondudve  to 
he  euda  of  justice,  and  to  the  relief  of  the  people 
rom  ibeir  embarrassments,  than  tbe  devotion  of 
he  same  funds  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  insatiate 
nilf  of  the  ordinary  uunul  expenses  of  the  Fed- 
nl  Government ;  lo  perish,  in  the  wdDg,  like  tiie 
line  uiillioiks  of  the  fourth  instalment  promised  to 
he  States,  the  seven  or  eight  millions  of  stock  in 
he  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  tbe  Ave  or  six 
nilliona  of  Indian  trust  and  navy  pension  fnnds — 
11  souk,  during  the  Van  Buren  Administration, 
rithout  IfBTing  a  wreck  behind. 

This  review  of  the  reasons  of  tbe  President  for 
■Ifieciii^K  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  be  ei- 
cnded  far  mora  into  detail,  and  all  lea£ng  to  the 
oncluaion  thiLl  tbey  are  feehte,  inconsistent,  and 
iiisaiiBrai:iorj.  It  remains  only  for  ihe  Qonse  to 
■kc,  by  jeas  and  nays,  tbe  question  upon  the  final 
lasHge  of  tbe  bill ;  and  as  the  m^orit;  of  tbe  «om- 
niitee  cannot  Indul;^,  even  hypolhelically,  (he  ab- 
urd  hope  of  a  majority,  either  in  this  or  Uie  other 
louK  of  Conrress,  competent  to  the  enactment  of 
hebillinioakw,  they  leave  the  Boose  to  deter- 
niiie  ■hat  further  measure  they  m«.y  deem  neces- 
arj  *n<l  pntcticable,  by  the  legislative  authority, 
n  the  present  calamitous  condition  of  the  country. 
They  perceive  that  the  whole  legisla^ve  power 
if  (be  Lnion  has  been,  for  the  UU  fifteen  months, 
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with  regard  to  the  acUon  of  Congress  npon  meas- 
nict  of  vital  Importance,  In  a  atate  of  suspended 
animation,  strangled  by  the  jfiw  times  repeated 
stricture  of  the  oxecntive  cord.  They  olmerve  tbal, 
under  tbeee  wiexunpled  obstmctions  to  the  exer- 
cise of  their  high  and  legitimntt  duties,  they  hsve 
bitherto  preserved  tbe  most  respectful  forbearance 
towards  the  EiecuUve  chief;  that  while  he  haa, 
time  after  time,  annulled,  by  Ibe  mere  act  of  his 
will,  their  comniisdon  from  the  people  to  enact 
laws  for  the  common  welfare,  tbey  have  forbonw 
even  the  expression  of  their  resentment  for  theso 
multqdied  insults  and  iiyuries.  They  believed 
they  liad  •  high  desUny  lo  fulfil,  b;  administering 
to  the  people,  in  the  form  of  bw,  remedies  for  the 
sulTeringa  which  they  bad  too  long  endured.  The 
will  of  one  man  has  frustnled  all  their  labors,  and 
prostrated  all  their  power*.  The  majority  of  tha 
committee  believe  that  the  case  has  occurred  in  the 
annals  of  our  Union,  contemplated  by  the  founder* 
of  tbe  coustitation,  by  the  grant  to  the  House  of 
Represputatires  of  the  power  to  impeach  the  Fres- 
ideut  of  the  United  Sutea ;  but  they  sre  aware  llut 
tbe  resort  to  that  expedient  might.  In  the  [uteenl 
ctKidilion  of  public  aSaira,  prove  abortive.  They 
see  that  the  irreconinlable  difference  of  o^union 
and  of  action  betweeo  the  leglelativa  and  executive 
dt'partmenls  of  the  Oovernmeot  is  but  sympathelio 
Hith  the  some  discordnnt  views  and  feelings  among 
the  people.  To  them  alone  the  Bnal  issue  of  the 
straggle  must  be  left.  In  the  sorrow  and  mortifl- 
eotion  under  tbe  bilure  of  all  their  labors  to  redeem 
the  honor  and  prosperity  of  their  oonntry.  It  it  a 
cheering  eonsolation  to  them  that  the  lerminadon 
of  their  own  official  exlntence  is  at  hand ;  that  tbey 
are  even  now  about  to  return  to  receive  the  aen- 
tence  of  their  constituents  upon  themselves;  that 
the  legislative  power  of  the  Union,  crippled  and 
disabled  as  it  may  now  be,  is  about  to  pass,  reno- 
vated and  revivified  by  the  will  of  the  people.  Into 
other  hands,  upon  whom  will  devolve  the  task  of 
providing  that  remedy  for  tbe  public  distempen 
which  their  own  honest  and  agonizing  enetgles 
have  ia  vain  endeavored  to  supply. 

The  pow^r  of  the  present  Congress  to  rnsct  laws 
essential  lo  the  welfare  of  the  peogide,  has  been 
BCnick  with  apoplexy  by  the  Executive  hand.  Sub- 
mission to  his  will,  Is  the  only  condition  npon 
which  he  will  permit  them  to  act.  For  the  enact- 
ment of  a  meusure  earnestly  reecmmeniled  by  hin- 
telf,  he  forbids  their  actioD,  unless  mupltd  with  a 
t«nditioti  declared  by  himself  to  be  on  a  subject  b» 
totally  din'erent,  that  he  will  not  suffer  ihem  to  be 
coupled  in  the  same  law.  With  that  condition, 
CoDgress  cannot  comply.  In  this  slate  of  things 
he  has  assumed,  at  the  committee  fully  believe,  the 
exrruisa  of  the  whole  legislative  power  10  binuelf. 


of  this  question  depends  neither  upon  legislalivs 
nor  eiecntive,  but  npoo  JudirlBl  aulboriiy;  nor 
can  the  final  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon 
it  be  pronounced  before  the  close  of  the  present 
Congress.  In  the  mean  Ume,  the  abusive  exercb* 
of  the  consiitutloniil  power  of  the  Pretfdent  to  ar- 
rest the  action  of  CangreHS  upon  measures  vital  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  has  wrought  convictioa 
upon  the  minds  of  a  mnjority  of  ihe  committee, 
that  the  veto  power  itself  must  be  restrained  and 
modified,  by  an  amendment  of  tl 
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■df ;  a  Mtolatioo  for  which  the;  ■ccordlnglf  h«ra- 
vith  KneetfoUj  report. 

JOHN  QUINCr  ia)AHS. 

JOHN  M.  B0TT8. 

JAKES  COOPEB. 

K.  RATNEB. 

THOHAB  J.  CAHFBELL. 

TBDUAN  SMITH. 

r.  OaANGEB. 

H.  S.  LAKE. 

JEREMIAH  HOEHOW. 

J.  A.  FEABCR 


•unnw^  ((«9-(AjriJt  i^  M4  ff«Mf*  eonewring 
Vurein,)  Thit  tiw  Mowing  kmendmeDt  of  tb«  CoD- 
•tltulion  of  the  UniMd  SutM,  In  tha  wTenlh  Mo- 
tion of  the  first  irticle,  be  recommended  to  the 
LegkUtarct  of  the  WTeral  filatci,  which,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  same  bj  three-fourtbi  of  the  sold 
IieguUtur«i,  ihall  become  part  and  parcel  of  the 
conitltulion  ■ 

Inttead  of  the  wordi  "  two-thlrdi,"  twice  repeat- 
«d  in  the  Mcond  paragraph  of  the  nid  sevonth 
wotton,  tabitltate,  In  trath  eawa,  the  words  "a 
mtfo'^V  (^  ttio  whole  number." 

Ur.  GiufBB  rose  to  present  a  report  from  a 
mJnoritj'  of  tlie  oommiUee. 

Mr.  Adakb  wfla  imderBtood  to  inquire 
irhetlier  reports  were  mad«  by  the  minority 
<^  the  conunittee. 

The  SniKKB  replied  In  the  afRrmatiTe. 

Mr.  PaoFFiT  rone  to  &  point  of  order.  The 
gentJemtm  from  Virginia  hod  the  floor ;  and  be 
objected,  therefore,  to  any  motion  from  the 
gentleman  fhim  Mowuchiuetts. 

The  Spiakeb  replied  that  the  gentlemBu 
from  Hoasochiisetta  hod  the  floor. 

Objections  were  made  by  Mveral  gentlemen, 
vho  alleged  that  the  gentleman  from  VirKinia 
(Ur.  Qilhib)  had  been  recognized  by  the  Coair. 

Mr.  AoAUB,  however,  proceeded ;  and  moved 
that  the  three  reports  be  printed;  and  that  the 
resolntion  which  he  had  reported  from  the 
minority  of  the  committee  be  made  the  speoial 
order  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  RaTNKB  moved  the  previoos  question. 
[Mnrmnra  of  diraatisfactlon.j 

Mr.  W.  <J.  JonKSo.f  rose  to  a  question  of 
order ;  which  was,  that,  according  to  the  con- 
ttitntion,  the  flrat  matter  wliich  the  House 
would  have  to  di:4po9e  of  would  be  the  bill 
now  on  the  table ;  and,  therefore,  he  submit- 
ted that  the  motion  of  the  genllemao  from 
UassaohnMtCs  (,Mr.  Adiiib)  woa  not  in  order,  and 
oughtDot  to  have  precedenoeover  the  bill  its«lt 

The  Spbakbr  explained  that  he  hod  not 
decided  the  motion  to  be  carried,  but  as  merely 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  GiLJiEH  (who  still  retuned  the  floor)  was 
loudly  called  upon  to  read  his  report,  and  ho 
occonlingly  read  the  following: 
ProUa  and  CamUr  Hmrt  ^Tnoius  W.  GiL>ra, 

out  of&t  tntnorittr  of  lAi  Sdta  GmmiUte  on  tkt 

eijteiiimt  0/  lit  JPraidna  to  a  bill  toproviderat- 

The  onderatgtud,  a  member  of  the  Beleot  Com- , 


mittee  to  whom  the  objeetioniof  tbtPRsdistit 
the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  proride  renm  tna 
import*,  and  to  change  and  modify  uitting  hn 
impaatng  datias  on  bnporti,  and  fee  othtr  ja. 
po>e«,''«er«reIerted,  bclngnnable  toManrigltE 
views  of  the  majority  of  Ae  commitln,  ■Bgllw 
>gn  some  of  the  Tcaaoos  which  bav«  Uhonj 
him  in  con^g  to* (Ufferentcoodorioi.  Hiaiw 
refrain  from  inqidriiig  for  wbat  pnrpoMi  dm  cm- 
mitleehai  been  niaed,  and  proMMipgipiMII* 
unprecedented  and  eltraordlnary  coorM  vUikt 
m^orityof  IbeBouMor  Bepreamttlirtibinli. 
termined  to  puraoe  on  tlus  occaiian— a  coutt » 
(ainly  oppoeed  to  all  the  eataMisbed  iHipii(oa 
Ooreniment;  and,  aatbe  andeirfncd  bcbn^'a 
conflict  wiUi  the  e  ' 


roviriona  of  Um  ea 


The  langtuge  of  Uie  cou'tilatioa  ii 
"  Every  blU  wUcA  staaB  have  passed  the  Bowtf 
Be|WMentativ«*  and  the  Senate,  shall,  b*bn  ih 
comet  a  Uw,  be  prcMnled  to  (ha  Proidcaitf  III 
United  StalM;  If  beai^ttove,  heihallBgaiiit^ 
if  not,  be  shall  retDtn  it,  with  bl»  otiiectkiM,  Otto 
Bouse  in  which  It  shall  have  oiigiiuled,  ■!»  U 
enter  the  objectioas  at  larce  on  tbelt  jaon>l,Bd 
[mweed  (o  reconaider  It.  If^  alter  sad  rtcM^ 
atiOD,  two-tblrds  of  that  Bouse  ihallijKtuia 
the  bUI,  it  ahall  be  senl,  together  witb  th«  o^toiai 
to  the  other  Houie,  by  which  it  ihill  liktiat  h 
reconfiidered ;  and  if  approved  by  t¥o^ta** 
that  House,  it  ahall  become  a  Uw." 

The  bill  in  question,  having  passed  boA  Hwa 
was  sent  10  the  President,  by  whom  it  «*■  maai 
to  the  House  of  RcpreBCntalire*,  "ben  iKf^ 
naled.  Instead  of  proceeding  (as  the  c<a0i>KiB 
diiecti)  "to  reconsider  ii,"  the  bill  it  Isid  nk 
table,  and  the  President's  objection*  an  ttknia 
a  Mleot  commillee.  In  ordinary  p«rfiuia»1 
proceedings,  where  a  bill  haa  passed  eilbB  Etot 
of  Congreas,  and  a  motion  b  made  to  in  ma*' 
the  same,  pending  suuh  motion,  the  bin  ittdTOiii- 
ing  once  pused)isDOl  before  that  How  hi  »• 
general  parpose,  and  can  only  be  broogis  ^ 
within  the  power  of  the  House  by  a  reconsilmiki 
of  tbe  vote  on  lis  paaEage.  A  motion,  ibmCK 
to  commit,  to  postpone,  or  to  Uy  sneh  Mm* 
table,  could  not  attain  ita  otgrct,  and  ;fc(nto 
could  not  b«  made.  In  this  case,  (be  «  W 
pilBSGd  bolh  House*,  snd  could  not  agiia  ttat* 
der  tbe  action  of  either,  eioept  by  the  tipitap* 
vluon  of  the  constilulton.  That  pronscoBD* 
datory  and  eiplioiL  It  prescribes  tbe  od;  ^^ 
lutive  action  which  can  take  plaoe  M  tb<  rmiWt 
objections  and  the  bilL  Tbe  Hoosak^rtdH'* 
enter  the  objections  st  large  on  their  jodf»l.  i» 
proceed  to  recontider  it,"  (the  bUL)  Tb«  q«»>" 
of  rei'onsideratloo,  therefore,  is  laiied  b;  ibM' 
stitution.  It  U  a  reconsideration  of  tbe  bai-^ 
nier«ly  of  the  vote  on  ila  passage;  histbio^  | 
question  which  is  raised  in  reference  to  die  bA* 
it  is  one  which  the  House  is  not  at  BbertT  Ken* 
or  suppress.  The  objecUons  which  tiw  ctm**" 
requires  the  President,  if  b«>  does  not  'W^ 
assign,  do  no  more  than  suspend  the  lA  •■* 
without  them,  would  become  ■  law;  s'^  **" 
notwithstanding  tbem,  may  becoae  a  If"'^  * 
the  reconsiderstion,  which  Is  (iotonIyp«""'W.~ 
prescribed,  it  is  "  spproved  by  Iwoihiri*  ™ 
constitution,  therelbre,  clearly  conteniilila™' 
when  a  bill  is  returned  with  obfectloM  bj  da  Pr» 
dent,  it  shall  be  aul^ected  to  tbe  test  o^^f^ 
vole.     The  importance  suached  to  this  itfoai" 
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ij  \b»  wiM  u»I  patrioUo  frftnien  ot  tha  eonaCita- 
tiiw,  nuj  b«  Infarmd  rram  the  proTiilon  that  "  in 
ill  neb  eaaas,  tha  Totea  In  both  Houaea  ahall  b« 
bwrmiacd  by  ycM  toi  luiTa."  If  tha  Federal  Ex- 
tcnilta  had  bean  invaaUd  vitb  an  abaolate,  inatead 
«f  a  qoiIlAed  T«t9,  thar*  would  have  been  no 
«adlj  br  tf---    '  --  ■     ' 


.  .  CoDgreta  are   no  mora  at 

libgrtj  la  liiil  or  rcluae  to  reconuder  the  bill  re- 
tamed  >lth  objaciiona,  than  the  Preaident  would 
b*  to  dcelina  to  approve  or  return  it  with  tiia  ntyec- 
liou,  Tba  bill  cannot  be  altered.  Id  an;  rcapect, 
bf  one  or  both  Bouaea.  The  Houae  («  which  it  b 
iMnied  18  not  at  tibart;  tp  separate  the  ot^eotiona 
(ram  tba  bilL  The;  are  to  be  entared  on  ita  jour- 
oil,  ltd  tha  bill— if  two-thlrda  abiiU  poat  it— ia  to 
ba  MDt,  "  together  with  the  ol^ectiona,  to  the 
atber  Heon."  Before  anj  bill  can  become  a  law, 
il  nut  b«  "preaentfdto  the  PreaidenL"  If  be 
•pprore,  it  ia  ai  law.  If  he  return  It,  be  ia  bound  to 
Mta  bia  ol>|ectlonl;  and  Conereaa  are  not  per- 
Eullcd  to  conTert  the  qualiScd  power  of  tha  Et- 
tcuiira  to  autgect  the  blU  to  another  direct  rote  on 
the  yeaa  and  naya,  Into  an  unqualified  and  abaolute 
ma,  la  thej  may  effeotoalty  do  bj  refualiig  to  pti>- 
ued  to  tha  leconsi deration,  Or  b;  dlently  acquiea- 
eiDg  ia  tba  Freddcat'a  objecliona  without  another 
Tote.  Tba  ebjectiona  of  a  Pieiident  operate  aa  a 
check  Ml  tha  onconatltutionol  or  ineonaiderate  le- 
gulaliou  of  a  mere  tnqoritj  in  the  firat  inauncei 
and  lwo4hIrda,  on  tfas  reconaideratioo,  are  aa  efieot- 
ual  ■  clieefc  on  tha  veto. 

Under  ifao  conatitutkin,  "  each  Bonae  may  doter- 
mioa  Iha  ralea  of  ita  proceedinga ;  "  bat  in  Ihla  p«r- 
liiiiUar  nae,  the  conMitntion  itaelf  bu  determined 
(he  inla  of  prnmrdii^  The  qneatlon,  then,  ia, 
vbellia'  that  rule  ia  paramount  or  iaOe^Ue;  or 
whether,  like  ordiikarj  ralea,  )t  ean  ba  modifled,  aui- 
pB>ded,otabragUad.  I>OMIlMreeonaideratiooeqjc4n- 
adbyihecoaatltDlioBKiTetheHouaeknMieextenMre 
po>M  onr  the  IhU  loan  it  bad  under  lis  own  ralea 
■fterilapaM^T  It  ia  not  denied  that  (be  reoonrnd- 
ention  ioToIvaa  the  meiila  of  the  bill,  aa  well  aa  tbe 
bnaaftbeEzecDtireotgeetiona;  oor  (hat  d^ben- 
tioa  ud  diamaeion  are  eaae&iiaL  It  ia  m.ini.imui^ 
bosever.  that  the  action  of  the  Hooia  la  preccribed, 
u>d  that  it  is  limited  to  a  alngle  object — and  that  ia 
Ihe  reconaideration  of  the  bill  aa  it  pamd  both 
nouaea,  and  ai  it  waa  returned  from  the  Executive 
wiihhiaotiiectiana.  If  it  can  be  laid  on  the  table,  or 
poHpaaed,  or  ctmimitted,  il  may  be  withdrawn  from 
tbe  teconddentioa  of  the  Honae  by  the  Tote  of  a 
men  majority.  That  aame  m^ority  may  tvfuae  to  tike 
it  Dp  ^ain,  and  thua  prevent  a  vot«  on  tbe  recon- 
■idention.  Id  thia  ioMance,  a  majority  have  laid  the 
bill  on  tbe  table,  and  have  refused  to  take  it  up. 
It  d^enda  on  tbe  will  of  tbal  i>u()ority  whether  it  dull 
be  taken  up  and  recooaidered  at  all.  They  have  then 
cliiiaed,  and  by  force  of  numbera  eierciMd,  an  an- 
lliority  which  m^  altogether  disregaid  and  di^wnae 
wilhtbepodtiveiequiaitionof  theoonetitntlDn.  They 
Ure  separated  tbe  bill  ftnm  the  otjectiona.  The 
'vnocr  nay,  or  it  mj^  not,  b«  lH«ngfat  to  a  (Urect 
vote  00  ita  maiita  whb  tbe  jeaa  and  najs.  It  may 
)>e  expedient  for  tbe  bare  m^ority  of  four,  by  which 
it  originally  pMMd,  to  permit  thia  bill  to  ilutnber 
merer,  under  tba  indirect  vote  to  lay  oo  the  table— 
a  Tote  which  doea  not  inrolve  tbe  mertta  of  the  bill, 
Mr  D^;t  tbe  reqiuaitionB  of  the  otmatitalioQ.  Tbe 
power  to  lay  on  the  taUe,  la  a  power  wUdi  can  also 
mnnit  to  a  Mlect  or  atanding  conadttw,  or  to  a 


committee  of  the  whole,  wher«  the  yeas  and  naya 
cannot  be  had,  of  which  can  postpone  indefinitely 
tieyoad  the  aMrion.  Rm  power  asnuned  in  tbeae 
diSbrent  modes  is  the  aame.  Itittbepowertooontrol 
the  constitution  by  aitdtnry  rales,  and  by  tbe  party 
role  of  a  tiare  mijarity  of  one  Hoaee  of  Congress. 
Tbe  message  oontaining  Iba  Preddenfa  ol(jeotions  baa - 
been  rcfened  to  this  oemndttee.  Tbe  power  of  tbe 
committee  doea  not  extend  beyond  the  aul^ject  refer- 
red. Reasong  or  recomnendations  may  be  reported, 
in  answer  or  hi  oonnectku  irtth  the  ottjectians ;  but 
it  is  not  competent  for  tUa,  or  any  other  comDiltte<% 
conatilutimiaily  to  report  any  measure  which  will  ob- 
struct the  reconaider^on  of  the  bill.  The  committee 
can,  then,  utilher  suggest  nor  accompliefa  any  practi- 
cal olyect  of  legislation,  Mmustent  with  the  constilu- 
-'--  Tbey  cannot  report  an  original  bill,  or  any 
'- "e  bill  now  on  the  table.  Tbey  may 
ipeacfaiDeutoraceiisureof  tbePrM- 
ident,  but  iflhia  recommendation  aasumeo  tbe  form  of 
a  resolution,  tbe  qnesQon  in  the  Bouse  is  on  the  report 
ofthe  committee,  and  not  on  tbe  bill.  As  two  questions 
cannot  be  voted  on  at  once,  this  question  must  either 
supersede  tbe  recondderWion  of  tbe  bill,  or  it  most 
Interpoee  a  new  queetion,  not  contemplated  by  tba 


not  maiotaloed  that  the  conaidernllon  eiv- 
Joined  by  the  eonstitntion  precludes  discussion  in 
any  form ;  but  that  tha  lecondderation  of  tbe  bill, 
wlib  the  otjeetiona,  ia  imperative,  and  that  it  is  not 
within  tbe  legitimate  power  of  Congresa,  by  any 
sort  of  parliamentary  device,  to  avoid  it,  or  to  alter 
or  modify  tbe  direct  qneation  presented  by  tbe  con< 
atitution,  by  qualifying  or  connecting  it  with  any 
other  extraneous  question.  If  it  betrue,  then,  that 
thia  committee  c>o  report  no  measure  to  the  Bouse 
aActlDg  tbe  bill  which  the  House  Is  required  to 
recocaider,  nothing  remains  which  they  can  do,  but 
to  present,  in  the  shape  of  a  report,  arguments 
wbluh  could  be  as  well,  if  not  better,  presented  in 
debate.  This  ia  the  most  innocent  design  which 
can  be  Imputed  to  this  movement.  It  ia  to  embody 
in  a  more  Imposing  form,  and  to  present  from  a  new 
point  of  attack,  prinolples  and  prejudices  which 
have  alwaya  been  hostile  to  the  true  a^rlt  of  the 
constitution.  Under  the  specious  pretext  of  d»- 
rendiogCongreaafromwhat  Is  Imagined  to  be  an  al> 
tack  on  their  conatlluUonal  righti,  it  la  sought  to  strip 
the  other  departmenta  of  aovemment  of  powera 
which  the  ciMttitntion  has  confided  to  them  ;    to 

rbitrary  will  of  C 
briumof  ourwello    . 

and  to  BSinime  nnlimited  jnriaiUctlon,  not  only  o' 
the  coordinate  branches,  but  over  the  States  and 
the  people.  Encouraged  by  the  present  embarraned 
condition  of  the  coantry  and  our  public  altairs,  de- 
riving fresh  political  bopse  fhtm  toe  general  glooni 
and  despondency  which  their  own  proceedings  bare 
cast  over  the  Union,  it  la  attempted  to  extort  from 
tbe  sufferinge  of  the  people  some  sanction  for  prin- 
ciples of  government  which  their  judgment  has 
never  I^d  to  repudiate.  The  bialoiy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment abounds  in  ezamplea  of  conflicts  between 
the  aeveral  departments.  It  has  aometimes  happen- 
ed that  all  tbe  departments  combined  to  overthrow 
tfaecoDsUtntion,  and,bat  for  thelntelligencoof  the 
people,  and  the  controlling  power  of  the  nCtaige, 
in  restoring  the  supremacy  of  tbe  Conatltution  over 
the  Leglslatuie,  tbe  Executive,  and  the  Judiciary, 
such  eomUnationa  must  have  been  fatal  to  our  Id- 


3  every  coostltatiooal    obitractioA    ' 
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(titatloiu.  While  It  b  lira  piirilege  uid  the  datj  of 
every  dllzen  to  unign  either  department  of  the 
OorerDnieat,  or  any  poblio  officer,  for  infidelltj  to 
the  connilu^on  uid  tbe  Una,  it  ti  neither  wiie, 
Just,  nor  patriotic,  for  one  ofthoae  departments  to 
bnpair  the  confidence  or  tbe  harmony  which  tboold 
■ubeist  between  the  leparata  branuhes  of  the  pnblio 
tcrrice,  bj  fomenting  prejudlcea  and  discord.  Thcj 
are  all  tgeati  of  the  people.  Theb  duties  are  pre- 
•Cribed  by  ■  U«  which  all  acknowkd^  aa  aupreme. 
Without  inqairing  inta  the  motivea  which  in- 
duced tbe  framera  of  the  conatltutioa  to  diatribnie 
tbe  powers  of  oar  OoTcmment  aa  tbey  have  done, 
and  10  confer  the  particular  power  in  queelion  on 
the  Executive  J  sod  without  reviewing  the  actnal 
experience  of  the  Government,  as  to  what  (from 
■  siippoeed  analogy,  not  at  all  obvloua,  to  certain 
poweis  in  other  Govemraents)  is  coioni only  called 
the  veto  power,  it  is  natural  that  the  mind  should 
•pprftve  or  condemn  tbe  exercise  of  this  power,  ae- 
cording  to  Ita  interests,  opinions,  or  pr^udicea  on 
the  subject  to  which  it  is  applied.  Thia  Is  true, 
not  only  as  to  this,  but  as  to  all  other  powers  of 
Qorernment.  Zeal  in  the  pursuit  of  Bome  cberisb- 
ed  object  of  interest  or  ambition  induces  some  men 
not  only  to  complain  when  ihey  ere  thwarted  by 
what  they  euilf  believe  to  be  an  improper  eier- 
cite  of  power,  but  to  make  war  on  the  estabGahcd 
forms  of  government,  and  to  seek,  by  revolution 
or  radical  change,  what  they  cannot  lawfully  ob- 
tain. The  dispoeitioD,  which  has  been  recently 
Bunifested  to  some  extent,  to  disturb  the  well- 
adjusted  checks  of  the  eonaUtution,  by  claiming 
powers  for  CongreM  which  that  Instrument  does 
not  confer,  or  by  denying  to  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  Gorernment   powen  which  It  doee  confer.  In 


lev,  o\ 


ectkm,  most  be  regarded  wiih 


free  from  (be  bias  of  mere  party  politics,  can  think 
and  feci  and  act  under  the  superior  InSuenees  of 
patrlolifim.  Our  Govemment  has  aorvived  the 
■hock  of  many  severe  political  contests,  because 
hitherto  these  contesta  hive  inTolved  only  a  dif. 
ference  of  opinion  as  to  tbe  principles  and  policy 
of  the  Government,  as  organiied.  It  haa  been 
deemed  unwise,  as  weQ  aa  dangerons,  to  exasper- 
ate local  or  general  prcjudloee  against  the  acknowl- 
edged forms  of  the  Govemment,  and  to  enlist  the 
i{drit  of  revolution  as  an  anxillary  to  the  sjdrit  of 
party. 

It  has  been  lately  proposed  to  aboliah  (he  powers 
resulting  to  the  Executive  from  the  clause  of  tiie 
eonsiituiion  ■Irtadyeiled.  There  Isno  evlilenoeof 
■ny  dUposition  to  second  this  purpose,  either  on 
the  part  of  Congress  itself,  or  on  the  part  of  the 
States.  DcApairing  of  any  peMeiU  change,  it  i»  now 
ptoctaimed  that  thia  power  ia  so  dangerous  to  lib- 
erty as  to  justify  an  appeal  to  arnu.  This  ia 
Brged  by  those  who  desire  to  secure  tbe  enact- 
ment of  measures  believed  probably  by  a  m^ority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  certainly 
by  the  present  Eiecutive,  to  be  either  unconsti- 
tutionat,  or  grossly  inexpei^ent  and  Injurious.  To 
obtain  the  charter  for  a  national  bank,  when  there 
are  few  bold  enough  to  believe  that  any  prudent 
mun  would  haiard  his  capital  or  bU  confidence 
npder  the  charier,  or  still  further  to  impoverish 
an  already  empty  and  Indebtvd  treasury,  it  Is  pro- 
posed to  abolish,  by  aniendlog  tbe  conaLtation,  or 


by  revolution,  one  of  the  cheeks  by  wbick  tbt  Er 
ecutive  Department  is  aotboristd  to  smsltka- 
coDslitatianal  measnres  of  Congress.  A  ioA 
innovation  ia  meditated  againat  tbs  ewwlitiiiiin, 
and  violence  Is  Invoked  to  annul  one  of  iu  Encq- 
tive  barriers,  baoaoas  It  is  an  obstMie  t*  Ibt  «. 
croochmenta  of  the  Iiegiilatote.  It  tbe  vetopm- 
or,  aa  it  b  called,  were  abolished  in  the  BitcaiiTt 
it  wODld remain  in  the  Jadidary;  BntGnitilBtl«4 
legislation  might  still  be  arrested  lh«R,  at  t 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  t*o-tUrdi  to  uMrd 
tbe  decietons  of  the  Bnpreme  Conrl.  Henct  it  k. 
perhaps,  that  distrust  haa  been  reeently  n  ta;i» 
ically  expressed  as  to  tbe  competeocyc^  tbUivsi 
to  dedde  on  qneetiona  which  have  inlbrtsBiftI; 
arisen  aa  to  tbe  authority  of  (he  GovemBtMut^ 
lect  any  rereoae  since  the  SOtb  of  Jom  tad  lb 
objects  of  tbose  wbo  believe  that  certain  aewn 
of  party  policy  are  of  more  cooseqoence  Ihu  tit 
present  otganiiatlon  of  oar  GoTeraawnt,  tu  ^ 
be  partially  accompUsbcd  by  ibrogatisg  ibt  nx 
of  the  Execallve.  There  tcdmuos,  boida  tk 
veto  of  the  JndicUiT,  tbe  veto  of  the  peeiitt.  il 
tbe  powers  of  our  Government,  into  nbtuitr 
hands  they  may  be  distributed,  must  be  •itnwd 
under  responsiMlitT  to  the  lawa  and  te  jMp^ 
ojunion.  AThen  a  Fre»dent  returns  ataO  wiIiIb 
House  of  Congress,  with  hia  objrctiooa,  Itan- 
sponsible  to  the  law,  to  ail  its  penalties  ssd,&> 
every  Representative  of  a  State  oradairirlks 
respondbla  also  to  the  people.  These  iietbcpM 
checks  of  our  system ;  and  they  are  sertis|  * 
most  Important  end  for  which  they  have  titaB 
taUished,  when  they  restrain  tbe  Ucestim*  u^ 
tion  which  is  chafed  only  by  constitutittx,  br  ^ 
or  by  the  popular  will 

For  the  first  time  in  tbe  hisUiy  ef  ea  iMi» 
tions,  they  are  eipoaed  to  a  novel  axpeitaat  b 
is,  nsverUtelesa,  one  contemplated  by  the  tnalB- 
tion.  It  is  to  be  tried  under  Tery  piMBstaf 
stances.  It  remaina  to  be  seen  wbethw  a  Tis 
President,  Called,  in  the  regnUr  order  ef  eraK  ■ 
the  chief  executive  office,  can  admiustsr  tk  £•*- 
emment  without  a  party  [dcdged  In  adTsoct  to  if* 
prove  or  to  oppose  his  administrati(»;  sr,  iixto 
words,  whether  the  vigor  andaecnrity  ofosrOt^ 
ernment  abide  in  the  coDstitBtioBaDdIs«l.*r>>* 
mere  party.  With  rtgard  to  tbe  eonMit«i» 
convictions  of  the  present  inennboit  of  lb«  •■<* 
tiva  olBce,  on  some  of  tbs  subjects  to  riidi  ^ 
have  been  applied,  it  is  undoubtedly  (ne  '^^ 
were  known  (o  those  by  whom  be  was  sauaM 
and  elected  to  the  second  olEce  of  the  GaTer»«« 
and  by  many  of  whom  ho  Is  now  bitieri;  •■ 
nounced  far  being  what  they,  in  tbe  decuca.  f* 
claimed  him  to  be.     With  regard  to  the  eieio^  <■ 

the  veto  power  In  (bis  ina(anoe,  a  ret ""  "' 

Ibw  &cts  of  public  notoriety  and  reel 
enable  an  impartial  public  to  decide. 

Before  the  death  of  the  tate  President,  hi  J» 
Umation  bad  issued,  convening  Coagroa  in  «"> 
sessloiL  The  necesBty  for  tl^  wss  iSrpi  «  "■ 
1st  in  tbe  slate  of  oor  finances.  Coseit*  "•"■ 
bled  on  the  31st  of  Mav,  IMt.  It  bis  bM  >■ 
session,  with  the  intarvsl  of  ruber  aan  thu  "* 
months,  ever  ance.  Vwious  eipediaill  vw  * 
sorted  to,  during  the  extra  sesaoo,  t«  "•"/" 
Government  to  meet  its  eo^sgements  uid^rfnT 
its  ordinary  current  expenses.  Hncs  ikn  P<™ 
(he  pay  of  the  army,  tbe  navy,  aod  the  onl  » 
baa  bMD  fk«q[neiitly  ■wyenJedi  hn  »•  ""' 
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dotiiuLiaB  of  the  treuarj.  Loans  anthoiiMd  by 
CoognM  hmre  Ikiled  to  b«  negotUted  on  inj 
unoM,  Tnawarj  noUi  of  Gorarnmeiit  have  de- 
pracitted,  and  been  retnnied  b;  tb*  need;  public 
creditor  ander  protuL  Ever;  derioo  to  BusMln 
the  nuking  credit  of  tbe  GoTernment,  ibort  of  k 


«tbe 

tnuurj  of  the  Btatet,  wu  among  the  earliest 
Donrae  urged  at  the  extra  Kislon.  A  loan  for 
112,000,000  had  been  authoriied  for  tba  relief  of 
lb*  nathtaal  tieanirj,  Init  nut  negotiated,  when  a 
bill  diitribnting  tho  proceedi  of  the  pabUo  lande 
puMd  both  Bousei  of  Cougreis,  and,  with  the  ap- 
protwtloD  of  the  Eiecn^ia,  became  a  law.  It 
(ontiioed  a  clanw,  without  whieh  it  could  uerer 
hm  obtained  either  the  legUlatiTo  or  the  execu- 
■ire  MUKtioD,  prOTiding,  in  riew  of  the  embar- 
tiMed  confiUoD  of  the  treasun,  that,  wheaerer  the 
dotiea  on  any  article  of  forelKn  importation  ex- 
ONded  10  pra  cent.,  the  diitrtbatioo  to  the  State* 
■bonld  ceua,  and  th«  proceed!  of  the  lands  abould 
again  be  wplied  to  pajr  the  debts  and  defraj  the 
eipenMS  of  the  Federal  Goremmeot  A  revoDoe 
trill  alM  laMod  at  the  extm  eeedoo,  nuelDg  the 
dutiee  on  sort  artlelea  which  were  free  under  the 
eomproKiwof  18SS  t«  30  per  cent  This  hlU  was 
framed  with  the  derign  to  nroid  any  eonfllet  with 
the  10  per  cent,  prlodpte  of  the  compromise  of 
18S3,  or  with  the  20  per  ce&L  oondition  in  the  dia- 
tribnlion  act. 

At  the  eomraencement  of  the  preiODt  aeadon, 
lb*  PmidoDt,  in  his  annual  message,  apprised 
CoDgren  that  there  would  be  a  deficit  io  the  treaa- 
arj  on  tho  lat  of  Janoarj,  1843,  of  tSS^.CC?  90'. 
Al  a  Bobeeqnent  period  of  this  Kseion,  he  urged  on 
CoDgreM,  in  a  ipeclal  menage,  the  inability  of  the 
tieaaory  to  meet  the  demand  created  against  it  by 
appropriations  whieh  Coagresa  bad  made,  the  ne- 
tesajty  of  proTidiog  adequate  means  to  sustain 
the  GoTeinment  by  an  inerease  of  duties  on  im- 

Etta,  and  every  other  means  within  their  power. 
;  also  recomniended  the  repeal  of  the  distribu- 
tioa  tel,  and  a  pledge  of  the  land  fund  for  the 
redemption  af  the  public  debt.  Though  leas  tiian 
half  of  the  f  12,000,000  loan  authorixed  by  the  aot 
of  1841  had  been  taken,  and  though  Congress 
Ibond  itself  under  the  necessity,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  aenioii,  of  au^Mniiing  an  iasne  of  |5,000,000 
of  trcMory  notea,  in  addt^on  to  the  loan  of 
(12,000,000 ;  yet  no  rerenue  bOl  was  reported  unUI 
the  id  day  of  Jane,  1842,  afWr  Congreas  had  been 
in  aeaaion  rii  months,  and  wlieo  the  country  was 
looking  aoxioQalj  for  an  adjournment  Congreas 
had  gone  on  meanwhile  to  appropriate  many  mil- 
liona  of  dollars,  which  tbo  Government  did  not 
possesa,  and  which  it  could  not  obtidn  without  the 
agency  of  the  LegisUtiTe  Department.  The  rev- 
eoue  bill  was  reported  on  the  8d  of  June,  and 
taken  up,  for  the  first  time,  la  Committeo  of  the 
Wbote,  on  the  Blh  of  June. 

The  final  reduction  of  duties  to  £0  per  cent,  un- 
der the  eompromise  of  183S,  was  to  take  efiect  on 
the  SOth  of  June  ;  and  then  the  diatribntlon  under 
the  act  of  1641  was  to  commence,  provided  the 
dnties  were  not  rwsed  beyond  SOper  cent.  On  the 
7th  of  June,  the  Committee  of  ways  and  llean^ 
which  had  reported  the  rerenne  bill  on  the  Sd, 
brought  in  what  was  called  a  proTlsional  hilt,  the 
VouXIT^^S 


ostensible  otject  of  which  was  to  prorlJe  for  a 
temporary  collection  of  duties,  unUl  lime  could  be 
afforded  for  the  passage  of  the  general  revenue  bilL 
Tbe  necessity  for  some  each  measure  was  alleged 
to  exist,  on  account  of  a  doubt  whether  duties  could 
be  collected  after  the  SOth  of  June,  without  addi- 
tional legisUtton.  Tbe  revenue  bill  jn^vided  for  a 
^eaei»l  increase  of  duties  beyond  SO  per  cent.,  and 
Its  paaugs  would  necessarily  have  enforced  the 
suKpendinK  clause  of  the  distribution  act.  The  pn^ 
vlsioaal  biU  reported  on  the  Tth  of  June,  contained 
no  reference  to  this  suspeodiDg  clauae  of  the  distri- 
bution act.  A  second  provi^onal  bill  was  reported 
tVom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heaai,  with  the 
samo  general  objects  as  the  first,  which  had  been 
reported  only  two  days  before,  aod  with  a  proviso 
repealing  tbe  Huapenduig  clause  of  the  dlBtnbulioa 
act.  The  first  proviuonal  bill  wag  never  consid- 
ered. The  second  was  passed  by  tbe  Souse  on  the 
IGth  June,  went  to  the  Senate,  returned  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  In  on  the  !6th 
of  June,  and  was  returned  by  the  President,  with 
objections,  on  the  !9tb  of  June.  These  otgections 
were  founded  on  the  dejdorable  condiUon  ot  the 
treasury,  and  on  the  expediency  of  adheiing,  under 
the  circumatanoei,  to  the  terms  oa  which  distribu- 
tion bad  been  antborixed  by  the  act  of  ISII.  Tho 
revenue  bill  did  not  peas  until  the  fith  of  August. 
It  was  returned,  with  the  President's  objections,  oa 
the  eth. 

These  objections  are  now  before  the  committee. 
They  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  which 
accompanied  tbe  proridonal  bill  the  S9lh  of  Juoa. 
The  revenue  bill  contained  a  clause  moat  uneqiuro- 
cally  repealing  the  suspennon  of  tbe  distribution 
act,  which  its  own  passage  would  have  eitforced; 
and  thus  It  was,  in  effect,  the  euactment  of  a  new 
distribution  law,  appended 'to  the  revenue  bilL 

Each  House  deliberately  refused  to  strike  out 
this  clause,  and  persisted  io  associating,  in  ludicrous 
contrast,  two  measures — the  one,  an  act  to  raiBs 
money  for  the  Support  of  Government  by  tbe  im- 
position of  taxes ;  the  other  to  distribute  tbe  land' 
revenues  to  the  States.  The  minority  of  both 
Houses  had  procUimed,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Preddent,  in  September  1841,  that  dlstribntton 
should  only  he  made  when  Uie  duties  were  below 


uraidog  Uw  duties  above  20  per  cent.,  and  yet  in- 
dated  on  distributing  the  land  Ibnd,  without  regard 
to  the  oonditiona  they  themselves  had  so  recently 
prascribed — without  regard  to  the  utoalion  of  tho 
trea8ary--aad  without  regard  to  tho  burdens  which 
might  be  imposed  on  tbe  people.  They  might  hava 
attempted  to  raise  revenue  from  imposts,  and  to 
distribute  the  land  fiind,  in  aeparato  bill&  Then 
each  measure  would  hare  rested  on  its  own  intrin- 
do  merits.  But  they  perualed  In  connecting  them 
in  one  blU.  The  restnction  in  tho  distribnilon  aot 
of  1841  was  deigned  .to  guard  against  increaring 
tbe  burdens  of  taxation,  to  Gtl  a  vacuum  which 
might  l>e  occasioned  by  distribution.  Tbe  legis- 
lation of  I84d  is  designed  to  create  a  vacuum,  that 
it  may  be  filled  by  incroased  taxation.  There  la 
probably  no  precedent  Id  the  history  of  any  Qot- 
emment,  for  tbe  onion,  under  luch  drcumstsnees, 
of  a  revenue  and  aii  appropriation  bilL  As  there - 
was  no  necesaity  for  such  union  apparent  to  the- 
public,  we  are  at  liberty  to  infer  that  it  resulted 
uon  •  consdousneas  that  one  or  both  Uie  m 
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could  not  faave  wpwatelT  commandad  k  majoritj. 
The  exigendei  of  the  nationtl  treuurr  were  lop- 
poted  to  fumiih  >  fkronble  opportniutj  for  Con- 
gren  to  extort  terms  oa  whkb  tlone  the  QoTen- 
meat  Bboald  be  mi^ied  with  Mvenne  to  mset  their 
DWD  ttppropiiatioiii.  It  would  have  been  m  proper, 
under  uve  drcnmHuieee,  for  Congreu  to  aoDei  a 
oharter  for  a  bank,  or  a  fiscal  agent,  or  a  Sscal  cor- 
poration, as  a  condition  precedent  to  a  rerenue  bill ; 
and  to  raiM  an  Itmw  with  the  Preddent  or  «itb 
their  coni^tuenta,  if  nob  a  bill  bad  not  receired 
the  BiecudTB  ainction. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  inppoee  that  this  is  an 
inae  between  tbe  nujarity  of  Congress  and  the 
Ptesideol.  There  ia  an  issue  between  this  same 
B^orit;  in  1841  and  1B42.  Tbe  President  abides 
b7  ternw  which  this  majoritj  prescribed  for  them- 
•elTcsand  the  treasury  in  lEUl,  and  ttaej  can  pre- 
fer no  accusation  agaiost  him  for  adbering  to  their 
own  position.  He  might,  with  more  proprietj,  up- 
braid them  for  abandoning  It  The  Issoe  is  between 
this  mijoritj  and  the  country.  Ther  who  arraign 
the  Frnndent  for  obstructing  tbe  will  of  Congress, 
^ould  be  well  assnied  that  Congress  does  not  ob- 
struct ibe  will  of  the  States  and  the  people  it  repre- 
sents. Congress  Is  neither  infallible  nor  irresponsi- 
ble. If  this  were  a  question  in  which  none  felt  an; 
Interest  besides  tbe  Preddent  of  tbe  United  Butes 
and  tlie  members  of  Congress,  there  might  be  sonte 
platMibiUt;  in  tbe  attempt  to  narrow  tbe  issue  to 
them ;  but  the  subject  of  rerenue  is  one  in  which 
those  who  pay,  are  apt  to  feel  as  deep  an  interest 
as  those  who  ler;  taxes.  Ererj  eitiien  of  the 
United  Butes,  moreover,  feels  ■  solicitude  ta  the 
Goremnient,  and  all  that  concerns  It ;  in  the  funda- 
mental ptindple*  on  which  it  is  based ;  In  the  meae- 
ures  wUch  tiiatacterlie  l(a  administration ;  in  its 
Juatioe,  its  Uth,  and  its  fame ;  and  the  jadgment 
of  no  Impartial  nan  can  be  blinded  or  biassed  bjr 
the  eflbrt  to  eoneeal  the  true  plants  of  this  issne, 
nitder  cover  of  a  pettj  political  altercation  between 
a  part;  majorit;  In  CongreM  and  tbe  Preddent. 

Baa  the  Fre^dent  rithcr  assumed  a  power  wbich 
does  not  belong  to  bis  olBce,  or  has  he  abused  a 
power  wliich  does  Iralong  to  it  f  It  has  not  been 
denied  that  the  power  In  qnestioa  exists  under  the 
constitution.  Indeed,  it  has  been  proposed  to 
abolish  It  bj  amendment.  If  It  has  been  abused, 
it  was  done  either  cormpUj  and  wantonlj,  or  un- 
der an  error  of  Eiecntirc  judgment.  If  there  is 
aridence  of  the  least  corruption  In  the  President's 
oooduat,  he  should  be  Impeached.  The  power  of 
Impeachment  has  been  confined  to  the  House  of 
Hepresentatives.  It  is  tbe  dutj,  therefore,  of  the 
rnqjoritj,  who  accuse  the  Presit^nt,  to  arra^  him 
under  aiileles  of  impeachment  before  tbe  Senate, 
If  the  J  beliere  him  to  be  guilt  j  of  any  impeaohable 
offence.  If  be  bas  neither  assumed  power,  nor 
abused  it  cormpUy,  then  the  issue  dwindles  to  a 
mere  question — who  is  right  as  to  a  measure  of  pol- 
icy f  If  the  undetstgned  were  allowed,  by  the  cii^ 
cumstances  which  compel  bim  to  omit  many  con- 
riderations  very  proper  to  tbe  subject,  he  would  not 
dsapair  of  showing  that.  Independent  of  all  the  ex- 
traneous prejudices  and  political  feelings  which  the 
advocates  of  error  on  this  occasion  endeavor  to 
bring  to  their  aid,  the  mere  optmoit  of  the  Eiecn- 
tlTe  In  this  ease  is  right,  and  tbe  mere  opiiuMiof 
Conneaa  is  wrong.  The  narrative  of  legislation 
on  tlte  satiject  of  revenue,  at  tbe  late  extra  session, 
and  rioee  December  last,  wUali  baa  been  given, 


will  fomiah  the  &ets  from  whicb,  ^ 


ident  have  erred  In  matters  of  o^nioiv.  ni« 
aionisboth  toonovri  and  too  grave  topenkii 
argnmeni  on  nch  minor  ijiieiliinis.  aftrtajti 
comparative  taste  or  wisdom  of  tbe  n^niirW 
Congress  and  tbe  President  As  tbe  tDenqante 
of  opinion,  however,  tbe  Fretadant  shatld  M  h 
condemned,  without  some  charity  by  those  iha 
concurred  with  him  so  recently  as  SeptoDbcr,  liKL 
If  the  cba^e  preferred  by  this  majoritj  ii  nda> 
stood,  it  involves  no  brcacA  of  tbe  conHihSkn,  ■ 
of  any  law  on  tiie  part  of  the  Preridenl :  Int  ^ 
■ecuso  bim  of  obstmeting  liatr  wilL  lit  SIMS' 
tion  implies  either  a  general  infUUlHlily  at  Ik 
part  of  the  acousen,  or  a  particalar  euapte 
IVom  error  on  this  occasion ;  or  it  denia  Is  tbt 
Preddent  the  right  end  tlte  reaponmbUilT  of  ji^ 
ing  on  a  subject  which  Congresa  mibisiUtd  to  ki 
Judgmeat.  They  will  find  that  there  ara  tnata 
to  Ibis  question.  Tin  Executive  is  a  <:o«Aa« 
department  of  tlie  GovemmenL  Thel^oiih*'' 
under  no  oUigation  implicitly  to  apiwQve  cmy  tl 
which  the  Legislature  may  pass.  He  is  cobbhM 
either  to  approve,  or.  If  he  cannot  apptoTS,  Is  n- 
torn,  with  objections,  off  KUi  sent  to  bin ;  siJ 
Congress  are  required  to  send  to  himoUMIivU 
they  pass.  It  is  alleged,  however,  as  a  eaa^a^ 
that  the  Pierident  has  thought  proper  to  citna 
bis  constitutional  discretion,  and  witlihrldtBiif' 
probation  from  other  bills  which  Concrai  htw 
passed.  Btill,  the  question  of  power  and  ihrqos' 
tiOD  of  duty  on  bis  part,  and  on  the  part  of  Csfr 
gresB,  Is  tbe  same  In  each  Instance.  C^nCoo^ 
exense  themselves  for  refilsing  to  provide  nnM 
for  tbe  Government,  because  the  Prcodeot  HA  id 
approve  ehher  of  the  forms  In  which,  at  tht  iita 
sesdoo,  they  attempted  to  charter  a  Bask  tt  it 
United  ButesT  Is  the  Issue, which  bat  bM* 
solemnly  proclaimed  on  this  occasion,  to  embna 
the  long-agitated  question  of  eairency,  baridsiha 
of  revennef  Do  the  majority  mean  to  dedantU 
they  will  permit  no  revenue  to  be  collected  {«,  a 
other  words,  that  the  Covemmenl  shall  omsi)  <* 
less  two  conditions  are  submitted  to :  Gnt,  ^ 
charter  of  a  bank  in  some  form;  and,  wecail,lii 
distribution  of  the  land  f^nd  *  If  this  be  tk  i^ 
ject,  tiien  these  queitionk  should  have  been  aUt* 
nected  In  one  biU.  It  has  been  deemed  pnM 
however,  to  connect  only  two  of  tbem-  Ib(  4^ 
tions  of  distributing  tbe  buid  fnod,  and  of  raio^ 
revenue  for  the  support  of  Oovernment,  were  oW 
In  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  it  doublfal  wbrtbcr^ 
majority  of  Congress  cotuddered  themaelvca  bosat 
to  provide  revenue  first  for  the  Stttea,  or  (otlks 
United  States.  Sinoe  they  insiRed  on  ■afaanf  lira 
in  a  second  bill,  sner  a  former  bill  had  beenvrttrt 
on  account  of  their  union;  and  sjuce  it  isBoaB~ 
claied  that  Congress  is  disgraced  If  it  recedes  fov 
as  to  separate  the  question  ;  and  Uiat  the  CsW 
States  Qovemmeot  shall  have  no  reveone,  ■" 
the  land  fund  U  distribntad  to  tbe  States,  Ihtre  ^ 
no  longer  be  a  doubt  of  the  determination,  eilko 
to  bestow  the  ways  and  moaosof  (be  PedaiaUK* 
ury  on  the  State  treasuries,  or  to  rtarve  the  C"- 
emment  of  the  United  Stales.  Tbs  '^i^J^' 
not  only  resolved  on  this,  bat  Ibe/ a™  W"™'" 
accomi^b  thdr  object  oely  is  "»o  f"™^ 
mode— and  that  U,  by  kgiritiisg  «  I"  ««"■ 
Jectt  in  the  tame  bilL 
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Wbit,  thBn,  la  the  tetuef    It  ii  oot  whether  the 

rer  fxeicised  bf  tha  PreddCDt  ia  a  lawful  power. 
Hineaee'ii  conceded  bj  the  proporitioa  id 
ibi^  il.  It  fa  not  whether  that  power  has  been 
coTTuptl J  abused.  If  thia  ta  belieied,  the  m^otitj 
ire  ^illj  of  culpable  cegtect  of  dutj  In  not  im- 
peuhiog.  It  la  not  whether  the  States  abaU  have 
the  liDtTfimd ;  Jt  ia  not  whether  the  United  Stalea 
^U  have  a  revenue ;  but  tt  la  whether  this  Oov- 
emmcDt  ihall  have  reTcnoe,  and  the  fitalea  shall 
htTB  the  land  fund  in  a  particular  fonn  of  legjili- 
tlDii,  which  Congresa  have  resokcd,  at  all  baiarda, 
lo  perMTers  In — a  form  of  legialatloa  resorted  to, 
Sat,  to  coerce  the  Totea  of  CcmgivaB,  andpeitisted 
ia  lo  coeree  tbe  EiecutiTe  b?  patting  the  treasur; 
acjer  dnreaae. 

it  the  mijoritf  of  Congresi  aeem  to  view  this 
qaration,  it  la  ti  mere  parlialneiitarj  punctilio,  on 
vbieh  some  of  them  would  rouse  the  country 
to  ami.  lo  other  aipecta,  however,  ia  which  It 
■HI  be  viewed  bj  tbMe  who.  In  thia  case,  are 
iBon  Impartial  arbiters  than  either  thia  mi^orltf  or 
the  President,  It  ia  a  quasliott  worthy  of  the  most 
seHoua  coondersdon.  The  Oovemment  baa  now 
no  rtrenue.  It  ts  in  debt ;  it  ia  complete!;  organ- 
ized under  the  forma  of  the  eonstitution ;  Ite  Legia- 
iature,  it«  JutUciary,  Ita  ExeeutlTe,  are  at  their 
posts;  its  army  la  In  the  field;  Its  navy  ia  on  the 
sn;  its  repreacnt»tlves  are  honorably  accredited 
bj  an  fbrdnt  Oovemments  as  the  represeatatives 
of  foreifn  QoTemmenta  are  here.  There  is  pro- 
foiind  peace,  and  a  general  sense  of  secarity 
ibrODgbont  the  country.  Our  Qelds  are  teeming 
wiUi  abnndaiit  harvcats.  Industry  and  economy 
ue  FTidnally  repairing  Ibe  evils  of  eitrvvBgance 
and  todolence,  and,  as  they  develop  our  great 
utloual  resourcoa,  they  are  restoring  a  general 
nnSdeDce,  which  will  re^ve  prosperity,  and  teach 
u)  {tot  a  time,  tt  least)  the  danger  of  preferring 
a^Q  artifldal  wealth  and  deluilva  splendor  to 
nil  [Ddependanee  and  sabstantial  comTort,  With 
the  meaoa  of  individual  happiness  and  national 
elory  within  our  reach,  the  people  of  the  TTniced 
c(atea  may  well  asic  why  it  is  that  the  constitution 
iaa  UM — why  the  laws  are  impoten^-and  irby 
the  Bepreaentativsa  of  twenty-di  8tatea,  and  sev- 
oiteen  mllBoni  of  people,  are  ntiable  to  provide 
reveoae  lo  Mve  the  Ooveroment  from  ^graee 
aad  diasoliition.  A  majority  of  these  Repreaenla- 
lives  have  given  the  answer.  It  ts  beeausethey  do 
not  ehooae  to  do  what  tbey  have  the  power  to  do. 
They  forget  their  duty  to  tbe  country  and  the  con- 
■citntion,  and  remember  only  tho  imaginary  reaent- 
niFsta  which  tbey  suppose  lo  exist  iMtweea  them- 
Klves  and  the  Fresident  of  the  Dnitml  Sutea.  If 
these  resentmenta  were  real,  wiU  tbe  country  toler- 
tte  a  saapenaloii  of  the  entire  Government  wntil  a 
political  dispote  ia  settled,  by  revohitlon  or  reason, 
between  those  who  ongbt  t«  feel  on  both  sides  a 
weight  of  oficlal  napMwIUIlty  vbioh  peimiu  ~ 
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dty  to  Inflict  on  their 
ranntrytiieeonseqnenceaof  thebpaselonT  Whence 
can  such  resentmenta  arise,  nnlen  from  motivea  of 
unbitioD  equally  onworthy  of  a  Freddent  and  a 
If^slatorf  If  tbe  majority  in  Congress  wish  to 
mbmit  an  lieae  to  the  country  tnvDlving  any  poli- 
cy of  Government,  any  qoesUon  of  constitnUonal 
Qberty  or  legtriative  eipediency,  let  them  not  pre- 
aent  It  fa  the  sh^io  of  a  mere  controversy  between 
1>UMelves  and  11m  pNsidciit;  let  them  bnokt  th« 
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JodgracDt,  and  not  merely  the  pTsJndices,  of  their 
countrymen  to  decide  it. 

It  too  often  happeui  that  a  party  attempts  lo  pre- 
scribe law  for  the  constitution,  and  to  tnterpoUta 
substantive  restrictions  or  enlargements  of  tha 
powen  to  be  derived  from  tbe  text.  Neceasity  or 
eipedicDcy  ia  always  the  pretext.  The  first  neoea- 
iltj  and  the  soundest  expediency  In  a  Government 
of  a  written  constilutioa,  is  to  praaerve  its  or^nio 
law  Inviolate.  That  Instrument  may  be  as  etltool- 
ualij  changed  (and  the  Government  la  changed 
with  it)  by  thia  meuis,  as  by  an  amendment  in 
the  preserilMd  mode.  The  constilnUon  1*  deeign- 
--■  •-  f^in^sh  a  permanent,  uniform,  and  ur' ' 


are-tooapt  to  tie  regarded  aa  authority;  end  henoe 
the  oonfiict  which  frequently  oecuia  between  them 
and  the  conatltntlon  itaelf.  The  undersigned  baa 
already  expreaaed  hia  conviction  that  the  proceed^ 
ings  In  Ibis  case  are  la  oonfiict  with  the  constitu- 
tion. Jt  Is  to  be  regretted  tbat  it  is  not  the  only 
evidence  of  a  dlspodtJon,  during  the  present  Con- 
gress, to  disregard  the  atitborily  of  that  Inatrament, 
or  to  create  nnneceeaory  coUltions  between  tbe 
Legislative  and  the  Executive  Departments.  When 
a  subject  distinctly  embmeed  in  one  bill  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  Bteeative  objections  to  that 
bill,  respect  for  the  opinion  of  a  co-ordinate  de- 
partment, or  desire  to  avoid  nnnecesaary  coHib- 
iona  with  It,  would  saggeat  the  propriety  of  not 
immediately  prcning  uat  ideotical  subject  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Execotive,  without  some 
intimation  of  a  change  of  opinion.  The  objec- 
tions of  the  Preeideiit  to  the  provisional  reve- 
nue bill,  and  the  general  revenue  bill,  are  tbe 
same.  They  relate  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause 
direeting  distribution  of  the  land  fund  wltfaont  re- 
gard to  tbe  rates  of  dudes  on  Importa.  The  Brat 
bill  waa  temporary  In  ita  duration,  and  compara> 
lively  nnimportant  in  ita  objeela.  It  was  sent  to 
the  Freddent  in  advance  of  tbe  second,  and  oidy 
five  days  prior  to  the  SOth  of  June,  when  it  was 
alleged  there  would  no  loneer  be  authority  to  eoW 
leci  revenue.  It  contained  a  clanae  in  relation  to 
tbe  distribuUoti  of  the  luid  tWd.  It  was  vetoed 
on  Mcostit  of  that  clanse.  -  On  tbe  Sth  of  August, 
Congress  passed  the  second  or  general  revenue  bin, 
containing  a  clause  still  mora  nuequivoealty  an- 
diorlslng  diatribntion,  notwithstanding  the  SO  per 
cenL  reatriotioQ  of  the  act  of  I84I.  Whether  the 
first  of  these  bills  was  designed  only  to  fhcl  tbe 
way  for  the  second,  and  to  ascertain  if  the  Presi- 
dent could  be  brooght  to  the  dUemma,  after  ob- 
jecting to  that  bill,  of  either  vetoing  a  rerennebiU, 
or  submltdng  to  the  distribntiou  clause,  in  order 
lo  obtain  the  meansof  carryiuRonlbeOovcmment, 
or  to  re-eoaot,  by  the  vote  of  a  m^orlly,  a  ringle 
principle  which  had  been  so  recently  vetoed,  and 
which  could  not  obtain  the  vote  of  two-tblrds,  il  ia 
B  part  of  the  history  of  these  proceedings  which 
may  shed  some  light  on  our  eianiination.  The 
legislation  of  Courrcsa,  st  the  late  extra  session, 
--''--  -•-'--■  nf  the  bank  and  ita  various  modifi- 


n  the  subJBct  ol 


chartering  a  national  bank,  were  sueeearfvely 
passed,  sent  to  tha  EzecntlTe,  and  were  retnmed 
with  objeciioni.    1^  tiwn,  then  hsa  bsaa  a  dlspo- 
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■ItioD  on  the  p«rt  of  the  Eiecative  to  Tenet  the  ac- 
tion of  Congrees  od  cerUda  subjecti,  tbera  hu  n^r- 
talnlj  been  ft  coneeponding  dupoBicion  on  the  pert 
of  Congresa  to  Mtick,  Kad  to  repeat  the  tttacka,  on 
the  ExecutiTe. 

Congreas  have  approptbted  the  money  required 
to  euTj  on  the  GoTeniment.  The;  here  author- 
ized the  debts  which  are  contracted.  Thcj  aiooe, 
Doder  the  conetitation,  can  fumiah  means  of 
meeting  their  own  apprnpriatlons.  It  la  not  ia  the 
power  of  the  minorltj  of  Coognm  to  legielate. 
jUI  that  the  Executive  can  do  la  to  convene  Cod- 


r  conBideration  will   Inapirt 


have  been  heard  from  quarters  whence  better 
eoiuual*  ahould  hare  proceeded,  will  not  disturb 
the  repoM  Dor  provoke  the  dignltj  of  a  free  and 
flntlgfateced  people. 

TEOHAS  W.  QILlfER. 

Ur.  iNQKBeou.  read  ■  report  on  behalf  of 
htmMlf  and  Ur.  RooaBTK.T,  two  raembers  of 
mHA  oommittae,  also  In  opposition  to  the  ma- 
joiity  report^  as  foUovs : 

71u  tmderripied,  mmben  oftht  Stleet  Damatitit*  to 
tsAam  th4  I*niidtnt'i  Ittuagi  it  nftrrtd,  nbrnit 
a  brUf  and  hiMj/ ^rotat  agaitat  tht  ttaitraU  re- 
port of  tiu  mi^fcrtty. 

Free  Government  dependa  on  conatitutional 
eheclca ;  otherwise,  democrkcr  Is  deepotlim.  Each 
House  of  Congresa  has  an  absolute  uegaUve  upon 
the  otiier.  The  American  jadiclar?  exercises 
power  to  annul  lawa.  The  Uidon  and  the  Stetea, 
respec^Telj,  In  some  instances,  nuUifj  each  otber*! 
legislation ;  the  sovereign  arbiter,  briuR  the  people, 
never  yet,  in  more  than  fifty  jeara  of  proaperoiia 
experience,  failing  to  Interpose  their  political  om- 
ulpolaDce,  peaceably,  inteiligiblj,  and  for  the  gene- 
ru  wel&re,  In  addition  to  these  fundamental  prin- 
olplea,  which  are  the  conaervative  bosee  of  oar  f>ee 
Inatilutione,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Blatea 
nqulres  the  Ezscatlve  Hsgiatrete,  if  be  disap- 
proves an  act  of  Congress,  to  leturti  It,  with  his  ob- 
jections, to  its  aathore,  and  call  Qpon-them  to  re- 
eonslder,  before  it  can  become  a  law.  There  is  no 
veto,  OS  Is  too  often  supposed,  either  in  the  word  or 
the  spirit  of  the  conatitation ;  but  mere  authority 
fbr  executive  reftrenoe  to  legialative  recon^dcra- 
tioo.  Upfottnded  resemblance  has  been  Ignorant- 
ly  snppaaed  between  thia  American  provinon  for 
deliberation  to  prevent  errors  of  passion  and  pre- 
oipitancy,  and  the  abodnte  ihhlbition  of  the  Bo- 
man,  or  the  modent  royal  reto.  There  is  no  re- 
semblance whatever  between  them.  They  are  as 
nnUke  as  f^  and  absdate  government ;  ss  unlike 
~is  the  PolUt  veto,  which  allowed  every  member  of 


K  ringle  branch  le^slatorK  without  reason,  to  re- 
pudiate any  of  its  proceedings  by  bis  aio  ' 
wlitary  TOiee,    Equally  unfbnnded  ia  it  to 
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not  abenlute  enough  to  use  the  veto.  They 
tue  It  every  day;  one  of  them,  in  the  exclusive 
right  of  Initiating  all  legislation — and  both  of  them 
by  the  vaster  neana  of  executive  influence. 
What  haa  been  passionately  stigmstized  as  the 
one-man  power  ia  this  coontry,  Is,  in  principle, 


the  same  thing  aa  the  sepaiadon  ot  Cmpn 
into  two  bodies,  to  correct  tbeerronofta^oQKr; 
'  much  less  powerfhl,  bectnse  Ut  pcnr  el 
~ —  Sy  a  dngte  vote  In  dther  Hmk,  ii  ib- 
that  ofthe  Executiv*  It  ntittf  M^ 
alve  and  SDbordiaBte.  Hadall  thsmeBbRttTtlit 
Honse  of  Bepresentativcs  voted  on  the  linff  ta.k 
would  have  been  rithcr  carried  orloMbfoscme- 
ond  that,  the  casting  vote  of  the  Bpetkcr.  Tbmii 
much  of  one-man  power  in  all  free  govnonett. 

Tfae  m^orities  in  Consreaa  in  1TT1,  on  ii  Ik 
essential  points  and  priociples  of  the  dedantkicf 
liehta,  were  but  one,  two,  or  three.  AQ  At  tna 
cnticU  qaeslIoDs  about  men  and  meunts,  (n 
1774  to  IT'TS,  were  decided  by  the  vote  ofiaiftt 
State,  and  that  often  by  the  vote  of  ow  infTiM. 
The  DeoUration  of  Independence  HmH  ra  h 
carried.  The  En^ish  revolution  of  lUt  m  l)- 
tennlued  by  one  or  two  votes  in  PaAHBtiiL  Th 
King  of  fVonee  was  condemned  to  death  bftiri 
few  votes.  Jefferson  was  elected  in  place  of  Bei. 
after  thirty-seven  trials,  by  one  vote.  Tk«  ttftt 
Uon  in  1748,  from  New  f-  •  -■  --^—  -^ 
Breton,  which  gave  peace  t 
ried  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Hi 
setts  by  a  ^gle  vote.  Hoatof  the  ocliofC^itiin 
tn  the  memonble  session  of  IIM,  wen  einvd  b 
the  caartng  vote  of  the  Vice  Frendent.  Ifc*  ns 
of  Kew  Tork,  which  finally  led  to  the  eaantk 
for  fbimingtbe  present  conatititttoo,  iftcrtleU 
ure  of  tho  Tlrgmia  attempt,  by  wUd  o4  * 
Stales  were  represented  at  Anoapt^  wh  arU 
b;r  one  vote.  The  first  Bonk  of  the  United  &« 
tuled  to  be  re<diartered  by  the  casting  vottif  ti 
VIcB  Prendent.  The  Ute  bank  of  tiw  UbIn 
States  vras  oecstived,  when  fint  propose^^B' 
Speaker's  costing  vote.    This  instroeto  nw 

ration  miehl  be  — ' 

reaponaUiility  o 
and  changed  constitutiona.  Snch  sililaij  ttM 
tlve  authority  has  been  exerdsed  booi  tlw  Wttj 
the  American  Ooverament  with  maAed  aifn 
by  an  intethgent  people,  wisely  t^pnai^* 
their  chief  representative,  the  Inactioobh  «!»■ 
a  firm  and  Judicious  interpositiOQ  of  this  <**^ 
tive  and  indiapenaable  relieC  For  the  fint  ti*  ■ 
the  annals  of  the  United  SUtes,  thia  inaacifiw  • 
anationofthe  couMltnlion  Is  sul^ected,  oi 
■        -  "     •■     -   (the  chain    "  " 

. jonofthem 

of  lepolation.  The  oonstitDtion  eommaadl  ■* 
Journalize  the  Preaident'a  otjactioM^aod  Ikan* 
on  them.  The  House  ad  n  on  fats  pw*? 
objections  to  a  like  bin,  bat  sent  hlmtSDltR-  » 
we  power  to  do  BO  f  Were  not  tbe  (kDctim  (>* 
House  exhausted  by  the  pevions  ptooeediw'  * 
they  reiterate  upon  the  Executive  a  IhU  *>*»^ 
bos  returned,  and  the  Honae  cannat  ttrrj'  ^ 
such  attempt  was  ever  mado  beftm.  Ut  "J^ 
ugned  feel  it  thrir  hnpetioni  don  to  fwhtipW 
and  resist  it  by  the  only  meana  left  to  a  ^«* 
preventive  of  the  onoonstltallaaal  tettdatipf 
majority,  believing  that  the  time  Is  Bssr  ri  UU 
when  they  wlU  themselves  most  leeiet,  ••  •■  ™ 
condemn,  the  innovation.  . 

The  snccesaion  of  the  acting  Pt««H«et  W  =» 
Chief  Hagistrscy  was  unaT<rfdabIy  fiiBo«4^* 
lisioQS  between  him  and  the  mity  ^  J**" 
and  elected  Um,  because  he  sotbred  UbkUH  te 
m^  in  the  hands  of  Ihtdr  adviseia,  l>M<t  ef  ■> 
own.    Those  whose  political  ayo^stkit"  <»  * 
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denigiMd  €iyoj  are  in  no  respect  anBwenblo  foi 
thia  strife,  vfaidi  thej  bave  onifonnlj  treated  with 
moderation ;  Bdhering,  hoircTer,  to  the  fiutb  oftheir 
ovD  politics.  We  neither  nude  nor  sggntTaCe 
ike  quarrel;  bnt  calmly  and comdentionslT,  with 
sU  dne  reipect  to  majorities  ineiantbly  ruling  In 
both  Houses,  stand  upon  our  rights,  and  maintaiii 
ihe  even  tenor  of  our  waj,  reljing  upOD  the  people 
10  correct  and  restore  ohaleTer  maj  be  amiss,  as 
they  have  been  dwng  wilb  alacrity  ever  since  the 
diaastroas  eommenoemeat  of  the  uDtovard  legisla- 
tloD  of  teniona  of  CoDgress  irhich  have  no<r  eti- 
iiui«d  for  nearly  twelre  months  of  the  last  fifleeo. 
JLU  the  elections  rinee  afford  unquestionable  proof 
that,  [f  there  is  anj  wrong  in  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment,  the  conatitntional  means  of  reatonng  right 
are  in  fuDand  actire  operation.  While  thus  abid- 
ing their  time,  the  minorttie*  of  the  two  Bouses 
of  Congress  abide  b;  the  principle  tbat  the  First 
Hsciitrate  of  a  great  people  is  entitled  to  respect, 
and  eren  br  opponents  should  be  treated  with  de- 
corum. We  know  DO  dUTcrence  in  language  and 
fseling  towards  the  Freddent  and  those  which  we 
use  toward  each  other  in  Congress.  Bis  not  being 
pervonaQ;  present  is,  in  our  opinion,  no  reason  for' 
maligning  his  motives,  traducing  his  character,  or 
vilifying  his  idmlDiatntian.  The  most  strenuous, 
inflexible,  and  Eucceseful  opposition  consists  with 
tho  language  and  Bpirit  of  moderation ;  and  if  the 
people  are  the  iDteltigent  eoTereignty  supposed  by 
onr  institution),  woald  he  more  popular  than  indlg- 
nalioQ,  viidence,  and  obloquy.  The  President  baa 
communicated  his  objections  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
against  wbicb  numbers  so  large  in  both  Houses 
voted,  as  to  prove,  beyond  doubt,  that  it  ia  extremely 
objectionable;  and  which  we,  in  common  with  every 
one  of  those  large  numbers,  representing,  as  «a 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  the  wishes  of  a  large 
majority  of  tbe  American  people,  conscientiously 
deem  unwise,  unjust,  and,  as  many  think,  uuconati- 
tutional.  Tbe  ^'esident'*  objec^ons  are  contained 
in  a  reipectfnl  neessge,  temperate  In  tone,  per- 
■oaaive  in  aignment,  and  developing  topics  which 
we  believe  will  meet  with  popular  acceptance.  Of 
the  several  messages  of  the  same  kind,  drawn  from 
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will  acknowledge,  we  think,  that  (he  last  is  tho  best, 
in  all  the  merits  of  reason,  diction,  and  temper. 
The  constitution  gives  him  the  right  which  his 
conscienee  enjoins  him  to  exercise.  Allowing  the 
CbieT  If  agigtrate,  therefore,  what  every  President 
is  entitled  to,  and  has  enjoyed  on  such  occanons — 
•imply  to  speak  and  act  for  himself — the  next  step, 
aooor^ng  to  tbe  congtitutlan  and  luuform  practice, 
AoBld  have  been  Ibrtbwitb  (O  take  the  votes  of  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives,  which  would  undoubt- 
edly have  ibawn  that  the  Preeidcnt  la  sust^ed  by 
ve^  neariy,  if  not  quite,  a  majority, 

Tbe  undersigned  regret  tho  novd  and  (as  many 
conceive)  DnconsUcuboiial  inoovation  to  wbicb  the 
ProEidenl's  objections  are  subjected — not  for  his 
account,  bat  tliat  of  constitutional  libertv  and  con- 
(nrndonal  propriety.  Jfe  believe  that  be  Is  per- 
fectly right  In  insisting  that  the  public  lands  shall 
not  be  withdrawn  from  the  assets  of  tbe  Federal 
(nu'emment,  when,  with  all  the  elements  of  resource 
aod  abundanoe  protfering  their  relief  to  Congress, 


d  pecuniary  di 
)  Freatdeni. 


stances,  to  withhold  the  magnificent  real  estate  of 
thia  Union  from  public  mortgage,  is  an  act  of  mad- 
ness and  suicide  diffloult  to  conceive  of  human  pas- 
sions. We  have  not  a  doubt  that  nine-teiiths  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  strongly  disspprove 
of  It,  aod  that  a  minority  of  those  misrepresented 
by  msjorltles  In  Congress,  whatever  their  Impres- 
sioos  might  be  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  under  ordmary  circumstances,  are 
anxious  that,  la  the  present  emergency,  they  should 
be  applied  to  restore  the  credit  and  reUeve  the  cry- 
ing wants  of  the  Goverament,  The  objection  Is 
equally  well  taken  to  the  monstroug  misalliance  of 
the  lands  and  the  impost  in  tbe  same  bill — per- 
nicious to  fair  legislation  and  orderly  Governmenl. 
Armies  and  navies  unpaid  for  months ;  disbanded 
and  dismantied,  not  for  want  of  revenue,  bnt 
through  party  passion;  Congress,  without  their 
own  uvourite  compensation,  putting  fetten  and  ve- 
toes on  all  the  operatioos  of  Government,  betray  a 
tjHsit  of  petulaot  self-denial,  the  counterfeit  of  self- 
government.  A  member  of  this  committee  impre- 
cates executive  counteraction,  by  putting  the  whole 
country,  stripped  and  scourged,  to  tho  tortura  of 
trial,  who  can  longest  bear  the  agonies  of  destitu- 
tion— thus  poisoning  the  very  wells  of  public  sen- 
timent; arousing  ruthless,  revolutionary  counter- 
action, if  tbe  people  are  not  wiser  than  some  of 
their  Kepreseotatives.  Party,  an  element  and  help 
of  patriotism,  may  be  prostituted  to  anarchical  ^s- 
senidon.  Tbe  undersigned  trust  tbat  revolutionary 
views  are  not  common  in  Congress,  as  we  feel  sure 
that  they  are  not  acceptable  to  tbo  people. 

It  is  Dot  for  this  protest  to  explain  or  enforce  the 
Executive  objections.  Letting  them  speak  for 
themselves,  we  vindicate  coDstitutional  rights,  and 
deprecate  wrongs  by  Congress.  Willi  out  ob- 
jecting to  any  censure  or  measure  deemed  proper 
by  the  frustrated  minority — any  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple— we  should  spare  them  this  protest,  but  for  the 
character,  temper,  and  tendencv  of  the  counter- 
action inOicted — not  so  hurtfully  on  the  Chief 
Hagistrate,  as  on  republican  Institutions.  Tho 
present  proceeding,  with  all  its  angry  autecedents 
and  violent  results,  is  without  example,  without 
warrant,  and  of  evil  tendency. 

The  deplorable  condition  of  the  treasury  of  tho 
United  Blates  is  notorious;  not  only  without  money, 
but,  as  has  been  said,  without  law  for  raising  it. 
The  Pre^dent's  exposure  of  this  penury  is  a  humili- 
ating truth,  which  unrelenting  oppoailioa  wrings 
from  him,  to  justify  the  repeated  mis-called  vetoes, 
also  wrung  fVam  him  by  tbe  same  pertinacious  op- 
position. A  complicated  scheme  of  (ia  many  pai^ 
ticulara)  high-pressure  impost,  calculated  to  re- 
vive appeased  dissension,  and  perpetuate  unap- 
peasable discontent,  forced  through  Congress  by 
inexorable  legislation,  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote  if  all  had  been  present — of  bulfourasit  was — 
is  returned  by  the  President,  with  objections,  for 
reconsideration,  Tbe  House  of  Hep  resents  Uvea, 
which  ought  to  be  thankful  for  the  opportunity  of 
it,  turns  upon  him  with  indigaeDl  denunciation ;  he 
is  threatened,  and  only  threatened,  with  impeach- 
ment; and,  by  false  analogy  to  the  memorable 
affair  of  English  ship-money,  is  told,  contrary  to  the 
ceniui  and  tbe  letter  of  our  mild  laws,  that  his 
head  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  block.  Dis- 
cord Is  proclaimed  as  the  order  of  the  day.  Con- 
ciliation is  said  to  be  disgraceful,  and  concesrion 
out  of  the  qoestlon.    Tbe  undersigned  flatter  (hem- 
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Klrei  th&t  tbeu  are  but  hwtj  ebnllicioni  through 
'tfa«  Mfetj-nlves  of  fm  goTerament.  When  ap- 
peal to  battle  is  menaced,  wa  cumot  beliere  that 
tha  battle  of  bloodahed  or  driloar  is  uontcmpUted, 
but  presame  nothing  irorae  than  conSict  bj  the 
ballol-boi,  not  the  cartridge-box.  The  columns  of 
this  capital  and  of  the  pablic  press,  albums,  msgB> 
cines,  and  Tarioos  other  reposItoiUs  of  the  ardent 
tenperanMnt  wbi^  betrsys  ftMlf  la  such  appeals, 
may  excuse  tbe  iuegettioa  that  possibly  thej  are 
loi«nd«d  nriiher  for  the  <*rtridge-box  nor  flie 
btnot-boi,  bat  metelj  for  the  band-box.  During 
the  nearly  tirelre  moDths  of  Msome  and  inglorious 
•enlon  of  tbit  Con^rress,  to  tbe  great  anaoynDoe  of 
the  commumty,  appeals  to  passion  bare  been  mncb 
more  common  than  to  reason.  By  the  emineot 
iBOTer  of  this  committee,  none  of  the  great  subjects 
of  deliberation  have  hardly  been  spoken  of— banks, 
exchequer,  finance,  bankruptcy,  tarilT — upoa  any 
and  all  of  which  bis  wisdom  and  experience  might 
hsTe  afforded  edifying  discourses;  while  all  tba 
minor  topics  of  personal,  party,  and  espedoUy  pres- 
idential  exasperation,  hare  ncTcr  &iled  to  be  vexed 
with  implacable  and  Indefatigable  agitation. 

It  has  been  said,  in  tbe  course  of  Indignant 
lianngues,  that  there  is  not  only  no  moneys  but 
no  law  to  rdse  it;  and  that  the  Chief  UogisCrate, 
like  a  profligate  King  of  Great  Britain,  collects 
nvenae  without  law.  Party  wish  did,  perhaps, 
beget  mistaken  impreseiona  to  that  effect,  to  which 
mere  professional  opinion  gsTe  color.  But  mature 
eonsfderation,  and  the  true  philosophy  of  interpre- 
tUion,  satisfy  the  tinderslgned,  and  they  believe  the 
most  distinguished  jurists  of  the  country,  that  it  is 
onfouDded  aj^trehensloti  to  think  that  Congress 
CTcr  could  have  intended,  by  any  act  or  omission,  to 
leave  QoTemment  without  aliment  for  its  subsist- 
ence. This  important  question  will  be  settled  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  States,  in  whom 
the  undersigned,  with  tbe  great  body  of  the 
.  American    people,   without   distinction  of   party. 


dispanxement,  but  inaccurate  historical  reoolieo- 
tioti.  Etod  the  twelve  Judges  of  England  never 
did,  as  has  been  said,  unworthily  submit  to  royal 
dictation ;  but  many  of  them  (although  their 
tenure  of  office,  salaries,  and  perhaps  lives,  de- 
pended on  the  King's  pleasure)  manfully  restst- 
ed  his  rapacious  will.  In  the  United  States,  the 
pablic  money — which  the  President  is  laudably 
■nxioBS  to  raise  by  law,  through  the  ordinary 
means — could  not  be  employed  in  his  proflifcate 
Indulgences  in  war  or  other  offensive  apptica- 
^n ;  and  we  trott  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  In  no  way  dependent 
on  the  Executive,  whenever  they  come  to  the 
solemn  adjudication  of  this  vital  question,  will 
deal  with  it,  as  tbey  did  at  their  late  session  with 
another,  which,  probably,  provoked  the  unjust 
Imputation  on  their  rectitude — treatlnz  this  ques- 
tion of  impoat,  as  they  did  that  of  £iverj,  wi^ 
integrity  and  independence.  Tbe  underrigned 
hope  they  will  come  to  tbe  conclusion,  wblcb  all 
lovers  of  their  country  must  desirp,  that,  instead 
of  deserving  caintal  panishment,  the  President  is 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  dispassionate  men  for 
anxiously  enforcing  the  law  concerning  imports. 
"         "  't  tbU  occasion,  while   vindicat- 

ful  aeknowl- 
D  many  pre- 


"fa'^'te. ptnCm. 

poaaeeaions,  by  independent  Judgment,  ratucd 
the  most  delicate  provirions  of  om  Cckm  ignai 
tbe  damors  and  pr^niUces  of  Dt^rofliJEag.  ft 
naliy,  tbe  undersigned  are  assoted,  thit  mUlra 
the  court  does,  tbey  wilt  not  leave  (u  k»  Un 
strangely  imagined  they  must)  the  detmmnuia 
of  this  great  question  of  law  to  tbe  ibltiuMK 
of  juries.  There  is  hardly  a  jnror  b  Uie  me- 
try  who  doea  not  know  that  property,  Ebetl;,  ud 
onler,  ve  beat  preaerred  by  msintaiiiisg  ilut  rrk 
erabte  jntlspradence  which,  in  dril  cues,  lam 
to  JoricB  only  quettions  of  bet,  osd  lAn  u 
judges  questions  of  law.  Tbe  vndeiaped  bm 
□o  fear  of  tbe  judiciary.  Tbey  dread  bo  tm  • 
dictation  from  a  Premdent.  They  ye  net  ilaad 
by  cHses  of  perty.  American  itpnb&u  » 
noli  are  a  continued  series  of  fonindiUe  tn 
junctures,  without  detriment  to  the  itpi 
tagooism  wiihont  commotion— State  ■ 
viduol  conflicts  without  civil  war,  or  uy  iiliiU» 
some  catastrophe.  The  charitable  btllattn  ■ 
always  at  hand,  with  inestimable  rehef,  to  nal 
all  paBsiooa.  We  are  happy  to  find  tkw  i  ja- 
teutons  committee — the  onipriog  of  indipUiai- 
proposes  no  fatal  act,  but  its  prMeedingt  wQ  p 
out  in  harmless  explosion.  Eloquent  hnon, 
angry  denunciations,  philippios  of  speedi  ud  jn: 
iufikst  no  fatal  blows  on  the  solid  belnib  ti 
this  great  empire,  which  advances  ^nM; : 
greatness,  increasing  In  population,  prodicw. 
and  power,  rejoicing  in  peace  and  pleaiy,  vtu 
antagonist  parties  and  ambitious  individiuli  Enf- 
gle  for  its  honors  with  fierce  but  harmles  «■ 
crimination.  Republican  QoTernment  vwll  in 
be  bereft  of  its  rational  aUnctioiii  and  h^ 
support — the  noble  eic1i«ments  of  a  fnt  inc 
free  speceb,  and  universal  suites;  idecil* 
subatitutea  for  the  stagnant  tranqodlily,  (rinte 
recreations,  and  dresdfiil  energy  of  i^^ 
Let  the  battlements  of  this  Capitol  cDiMma  ^ 
rock  with  salutary  agitation.  Our  reliuKt  i)  b 
tbe  m^estio  strength  and  serenity  of  a  wroi^ 

The  undenrigned  cannot  believe  thit  Cxf* 
will  adjourn  without  eoacdnx  a  law  for  itnH 
They  will  not  afford  the  President  so  pal  >  t> 
nmi^i.  The  public  distemper  is  so  eaaly  ""^ 
ble,  that  those  in  power  never  can  anrorr  b  fc 
community  for  longer  faiUng  to  a[^y  tin  «»* 
Tbe  minority  is  not  responsible,  nor  tlie  PnoiR; 
nor  even  the  Senate.  The  Booae  of  Rcpwof 
tivea  is  eioluslrely  the  tuttiooal  pune-besnr.  B< 
tbe  majority  of  ttiat  House  sbonld  be  acDaOrn- 
plenishcd  and  arranged  its  receipts  and  bssH.a 
the  report  of  the  m^'ority  of  this  comDitlee  "J* 
Host  of  the  troubles  eiperteDced  by  tbe  f^ 
and  penottimate  AdministratioDa,  iodn&iii  " 
overthrow  of  the  latter,  ore  attribnlabls  ta  npac 
rogatory  Executive  eflbrts,  beyond  Exeeoiiri*^ 
to  repair  disordered  financefl — diioria»<l^  "■ 
Judged  and  calamitous  acts  of  Congress,   y^^ 


__  responsbJB     _      .    . 

and  chief  office.  Il  is  diJteputafale  - 
restoration  so  easy  bas  been  long  difti"'-J^ 
country  in  the  world  has  such  Tesoorcel  sad  6^ 
ties  for  revenue.  One  year'a  admiEJitrai""  " 
SQch  laws  as  Congress  should  enact,  weald  dn< 
(rom  the  inexbanstible  mean^  tbe  laber,  Ik  sic^ 
nnity,  tha  commeree,  the  nannfactaM,  ■■^'^ 
pnbUe  lands  of  tha  United  Stales,  a 
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iocome.  But,  m  with  the  fatal  diitclbution  of  lur- 
plu  re*eDue  udod|>  the  Statei,  distren  Rsd  demor- 
tinlion  b^an,  Bo  are  thej  continuGd  bj  the  nmo 
tgregioiia  impoUcj;  losuting  on  alma — giTins  a 
fittuice  of  land  sales  to  the  Slates.  The  imder- 
■jgned  discern,  with  deep  diaapproTal,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  majaritrof  thii  committee,  to  coBformi- 
1^  with  ths  Totes  of  Its  chairman,  streanousl;  ar- 
gqea  dUcributioa  of  the  pubUc  Unds  to  par  the 
debts  of  the  Stales.  This  is  oot  tbe  occasion  to  de- 
velop the  dangers  of  that  mocb-coDdcmiled  scheme. 
In  preliermice  for  another,  and  much  better,  neirlj 
•11  Congress  coincide  In  o[dnion  with  tbe  Presi- 
dent and  the  people,  Tii; — that  immediate  reUef 
woiUd  proceed  from  a  moderate,  diacrimlaadng, 
permanent  tariff.  Whr  Is  it  not  a  lawT  Wfaj  msj 
It  not  be  at  onceT  Who  hinders  it  T  Is  partj  pos- 
tioii  to  prernil,  or  mBRnanlmous  patriotism  T  The 
Bodirsigned  will  not  doubt,  even  though  perhaps 
doomed  to  disappointmenL 

This  mortal  issue.  If  cast  h;  Congress  njKin  an 
hijured,  insulted,  oppreseed,  and  outraged  people, 
as;  return,  with  dread  reflpon«bIlIlj,  Tith  deep 
damnaliOD,  toplsgaethe  inTenlors  of  sach  mischief. 
Those  we  act  with  are  read7  to  go  forth,  and  be 
tried  bj  the  country.  In  fhU  confidence  of  popular 
justice.  Others  will  detenoiiie  for  themselves,  and 
for  us  too.  as  we  are  but  a  minority.  The  report 
of  tbe  msjarilj  proposes  nothing  bnt  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  assailed,  snd  the  constitution  assaulted; 
the  President  impeached  without  trial,  the  country 
dishonored  in  him  for  eiercJeing,  almost  under 
Congressional  duresse,  an  unqueatlonable  and  much- 
chenshed  power,  dear  to  a  noble  people,  vbicb 
it  if  the  wildest  dream  of  eicited  partj  to  sup- 
pose that  people  will  erer  suffer  to  be  stricken  from 
the  consiiiution.  Heantime,  what  is  to  be  doneT 
Are  Congress  to  call  out  more  TetoesT  Uke  bai^ 
birous  nations,  worship^g  demoniao  creatures  of 
their  own  malignunt  imagining,  are  we  all  to  be  sac- 
rificed to  the  evil  Kenii  of  Discord  and  Deepairf 
Are  distraction  and  inaction  to  minister  ftarlaus  and 
dreadful  redress  T  The  undersigned  relj  on  popo- 
Isf  prOTideoce,  wblob,  in  severer  trials,  has,  with 
the  smiles  of  Heareo,  overruled  whatever  perils 
hare  b«set  our  (till  now)  thoughtful  and  considerate 
country.  Ko  God  of  battles  is  Invoked  for  our 
rescue.  Deprecating  such  shocking  prolanstion, 
we  hamblj  trust  that  no  battle  or  bloodshed,  no 
civil  w»r  or  massacre.  Is  the  onlj  umpirage  to  de- 
termine for  rational  freemen  the  simple  question 
whether  they  will  support  or  repudiate  the  GoTem- 
ment  of  their  own  creation.  We  do  not  despair. 
We  do  Dot  fear  that  savage  infatuation  will  cast 
away  for  future  scorn  the  present  admiimtlon  knd 
rehge  of  the  world. 

C.  J.  nrOKRSOLL. 
JAMES  L  ROOBEVBLT. 

Mr.  FimioBi  an^estod  tha  propriety  of  or- 
(Icriog  the  reports  to  be  printed,  and  of  the 
Eouse  proceeding  to  the  conaiderotion  of  the 
array  bills. 

The  BpSAXKB  observed,  that  the  gentlemaa 
from  Uasaacbusetts  had  a  motion  pending  be- 
fore the  House  in  relation  to  the  TSrioos  reports 
thftt  bad  Jast  been  Md  before  it. 

Ur.  Joraraan,  of  Maryland,  roae  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  motion  was  to  postpone  uie  con- 
ndention  of  Um  reporta  and  bill  till  to-mor- 


qnence  noold  be,  that  the  bill,  which  was  lud 
on  tbe  table,  wonld  have  to  follow  the  consid- 
eration of  the  reports ;  while  tbe  constitution 
recmired  that  the  action  should  be  on  the  bill. 

The  Spiaxxs  said  he  woold  remove  the  gen- 
tlenum's  objeotions,  by  referring  to  a  decision 
he  had  already  made — tli&t  it  wonld  be  at  all 
tiraex  in  order  to  move  to  take  np  the  biU.  If 
the  genUeman  wonld  make  that  motion  now, 
and  a  m^ority  siut^ned  him,  tbe  bill  wonld 
at  once  be  brought  before  the  House. 

Hr,  JoHHBOir  said  be  did  not  wiA  to  throw 
any  obatadea  in  the  way  of  the  bnsiness  of  tha 
Honse,  and  that  he  woald  wltlidraw  his  point 
of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  AsAits's 
motion,  and  carried. 

WSDHESOAT,  August  17. 

The  Spxakbb  annonnced  the  regular  imsineH 
to  be  the  special  order  mode  yeeterday,  viz : 
the  reports  and  resolntion  of  the  committee  on 
the  veto  message. 

The  Vetoed  Tariff. 

Ur.  W.  G.  JonKBOit  said  the  House  was 
bound  by  the  constitution  to  consider  the 
revenue  bill,  which  bad  been  vetoed,  before 
any  action  could  be  had  on  the  reporta  and 
resolution  of  the  committee.  Begarding  this 
as  a  privileged  question,  be  moved  that  tbe 
Bouse  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
vetoed  bill,  with  the  Freudent's  obJecUoiu 
thereto. 

Tbe  Sfiakkb  said  the  motion  woa  in  order. 

Ur.  ADi.Ma  said  tbe  ipeoial  order  for  IS 
o'clock  was  the  reporta  and  resoltition  of  the 
committee. 

Tbe  Si>EAsxz  replied  that  that  wonld  be  the 
regular  order  of  business  if  this  motion  should 
be  voted  down. 

The  yeas  and  mtya  were  then  taken  on  Ur. 
JoiiMBo»'s  motion,  which  was  determined  in 
the  a£Bnnatlve — yeas  128,  naya  77. 

After  remarks  from  Ur.  J., 

Ur.  Abkold  moved  tbe  previous  question ; 
whiob  was  seconded  by  the  House, 

The  qneeUon  reonrring  mi  the  paatag*  of  tiw 
bill  notwithstanding  the  Preodent's  olijeclions, 
and  tbe  oonstitntion  requiring  this  questioo  to 
be  token  by  yeas  and  naya,  the  voto  was  tokm 
in  that  way,  and  resulted — yeas  91,  nays  87, 
as  follows : 

Tbob.— Ueasts.  Adams,  Allen,  Londaff  W.  An- 
drews, Sher^k  J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Arnold, 
Ayciin,  Babeoek,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birds- 
eye,  Blair,  Borden,  Botia,  Brookway,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Bnmell.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Cbiids,  Chit- 
tenden, John  C.  Clarit,  Jas.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cron. 
Eton,  CrmveuB,  Cashing,  Osrrett  Davis,  John 
Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A.  I^wrance  foster. 
Gentry,  Ooggin,  Qranger,  Oreen,  H^  Halsted, 
Howard,  Bitdson,  Joee^  &  logenoU,  WiUIaa  W. 
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Irwin,  Jame*,  WiUiam  Coat  Johnson,  JoIid  P.  Ken- 
nedr,  Lune,  Lino,  HcKconkn,  Thomu  F.  Mi.nball, 
UAUiIot,  Hattocka,  Huwell,  Uaynard,  Koore,  Hor- 
nn,  Homd,  Horroir,  Oiborite,  Owgle*,  Pean», 
Pendleton,  Pope,  Benjuuin  Rindalt,  Aleiander 
lUndall.  JUndolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  WiUlam 
RiUBeU,  SattonaUll,  Shepperd,  Traman  Smith,  Sol- 
len,  Sprieg,  Stanly,  Stnlton,  Aleiander  H.  H. 
Stout,  Jo&D  T.  StuaJt,  Sammen,  Jolm  B.  Thomp- 
son, Richard  W.  Thompson,  TUIiogbut,  Toland, 
ToiDlinMD,  Triplett,  Underwood,  Tan  ReuB»e1aer, 
Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WUliuns,  tai 
Torko— 91. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  ArriogtOD,  Athertoa,  Beeeon, 
BldlocfcjBoyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown^Charies  Brown, 
Burke,  William  0,  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Pat- 
rick C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Gary,  Casy,  Chap- 
man, Cllffiird,  CUnton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  DsTis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doan,  Dolg,  Jobn  C.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  John  O. 
Ftoyd,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  William  0.  Goode, 
Gordon,  OwId,  Habersham,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Honck,  Hoostou,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J,  Ingersoll,  Cave  Johnson,  Jobn  W.  Jones,  Lewis, 
littleBeld,  Abraham  UcClellao,  Robert  HcClelUn, 
HcEay,  HcKeon,  Haltory,  John  Thomson  Hason, 
Hatthews,  Hedilt,  lliller,  Newhard,  Payne,  Ptumcr, 
Proffit,  Read,  Bediog,  Reynolds,  Bhett,  Riggs, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saoford,  Ssanders,  Shaw, 
Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Bnmter, 
Sweoey,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tumey,  Tan  Buren, 
Ward,  Watterton,  WoUer,  Jamea  W.  WUliams, 
Win,  and  Wood— a7. 

Bo  the  bill  was  not  passed,  there  not  being 
the  const! tntlons]  n^arity  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  Adaub  moved  that  the  Honso  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  report  and  resoln- 
tioa  of  the  sel^t  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  President's  measace. 

The  Spbakeb  said  that  mat  was  the  reenlar 
order  of  business;  end  directed  the  cleric  to 
read  the  reaolntion  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
committee's  report;  which  was  read  as  follows: 

"RetolMd,  by  thi  Btnaie  atuf  Hohm  of  R^preitnta- 
Httt  of  Out  UttittdStaiet  of.Amtrica  in.  Cmgreu  oi- 
lembUd,  ttn-think  of  both  Houitt  eoneurring  thtrtin, 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  1th  section  of  tbe  Ist 
article,  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
MTtral  States,  wblcb,  on  the  adopUon  of  the  same 
by  three-fourths  of  said  Legislatnree,  shall  become 
part  and  parcel  of  the  constitution : 

"  Instead  of  the  words  '  two-thirds,'  twice  rcpes^ 
•d  In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  sdd  •eTentii  sec- 
tion, substitute,  in  both  cases,  the  words  'a  major- 
ity of  the  whole  number.' " 

Mr.  Adaub  observed  that  ho  was  himself 
prepared  to  vote  for  that  resolution  at  this  time. 
He  did  not  desire  to  take  ap  the  time  of  the 
Honse  b7  debating  it,  and  would  merely  ob- 
•erra  that  the  alteration  proposed  in  the  con- 
•titntiim  was  as  small  as  conld  be,  to  be  auy 
alteration  at  all.  ]t  proposed  to  snbsUtate  a 
mf^oritj  of  the  whole  number  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  for  a  m^oritj  of  two-thirds,  for  the 
passage  of  a  bill  after  it  had  been  returned  by 
the  President  with  his  obJectioDs.    Tbe  reasons 


if  Tariff.  [3Tn  Com 

for  this  cbanire  were  briefly  stated  in  lbs  T^Mit 
of  the  tnqjontj.  Bo  far  as  related  to  Mnudf; 
he  had  been,  from  the  time  the  eomtitstiiii 
was  fir!it  adopted,  opposed,  in  principle,  to  iH 
amendment  of  that  instniment.    He  bid,  b 


a  member  of  the  House,  for  any  site  .  _ 
proposed  to  that  instrument.  HeWigoKnl 
pr^odice  against  any  alterations  of  an  instnt- 
ment  that  he  regarded  in  so  solemn  and  h 
sacred  a  light,  Uotess  evils  arose  of  so  isltte- 
able  nature,  it  was  bett«r  for  the  people  «( Ikt 
United  States  "  to  bear  the  ills  tbey  hsre,  thn 
to  fly  to  others  that  they  know  not  of."  lift 
regtu^  to  this  particular  proviuon  of  the  K» 
Btitution,  he  had  always  oeen  in  faror  «f  it, 
from  the  time  the  constitntioa  was  adopted  till 
Tery  recently ;  but  he  conld  not  stand  tfat  tf 
feet  of  repeated  experience.  His  faith  in  ft* 
establishment  of  that  principle  as  put  of  llx 
constitution  had  been  gradually  shuen,  liUhi 
was  ready  to  vote  for  this  alteration,  ss  |>nfo» 
ed  in  the  reporL  He  did  not  know  one  mt  (f 
the  whole  number  of  vetoes  (so  called  ty 
had  been  given  unce  the  eslAblishmeat  k  ftit 
constitntion,  that  it  wonld  not  have  tt^aiiA 
better  for  the  conntry,  if  the  messurei  t^ 
prevented  hod  become  laws.  He  dtmiy 
whether  it  wonld  not  have  been  better  forlbt 
nation  if  the  power  had  not  existed.  Ati[«; 
of  the  great  system  of  checks  and  balsicM  b 
the  Government,  he  was  atill  wiUing,  f»  «", 
to  leave  the  people  of  the  United  ^<stiia- 

Krience  the  fntnre  exercise  of  that  power,  te- 
A  and  modiSed  as  proposed  in  the  rtsoniioa. 
When  he  spoke  of  eiperieoee,  he  need  vA  p 
any  £ulher  than  tbe  AdmiDistrstioD  wa 
which  this  power  had  been  exereiied  bbA 
more  &eqaentlv  than  under  any  other.  H* 
vetoes  of  President  Jackson  were  all,  ia  b 
opinion,  among  the  most  pernicious  sdi  tlA 
could  have  been  committed  for  the  pM^^ 
the  United  Slates  and  their  highest  intcrati 

After  a  few  fiirther  remarks,  Mr.  A. look* 
seat,  intimating  his  intention  to  re[dr,  ifjj 
thooght  proper,  to  anything  that  might  beM 
in  debate. 

Mr.  RooBXTBLT  said  that,  at  this  Isle  penM 
of  the  sessiou,  when  the  people  weie  loo^ 
for  a  speedy  adjournment  of  Ctngns,  (« 
when  appropriations  tike  that  before  tbe  Hose 
conld  not  possibly  pass,  or,  at  least,  could  Ht 
become  operative,  lie  thought  it  was  nsdessB 
waste  the  lima  of  the  House  in  further  dwsf 
slon.  He  thought  the  members  bere  hiij* 
right  to  trifle  with  the  wants  of  the  ^i^ 
who  were  expecting  them  to  do  smnelMw  « 
go  home.  Though  it  was  a  very  nnososl  thiij 
for  him  to  move  the  previous  qnestion— ssd" 
thought  it  should  not  be  resorted  to  ei«t*« 
special  occasions— he  felt  it  to  be  hbdoqje 
move  it  on  the  present  occasion.  He  thW' 
the  present  was  one  of  those  periods  wbu  ^ 
previous  question  might  be  resorted  to  »i» 
propriety.    The  House  Lad  this  dsy  teW  • 
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Tote  upon  0  bill  passed  b;  the  two  Honsea  and 
returned  bj  th«  President  witli  bis  obJectianEi, 
lod  the  resolt  was,  a  lean  m^oritj  of  four 
Totaa  in  favor  of  the  bill — the  saine  m^orlty  by 
which  it  woa  originnll;  passed.  Tbongb  tlie 
munbera  for  and  against  the  bill  had  changed, 
the  mi^orltj  seemed  to  be  stereotTped.  It  was 
«ich  a  conriotion  of  the  necessity  of  doing 
something,  that  he  was  indnoed  to  move  the 
pretioos  question. 
The  previooa  qnestion  was  thea  stut^ed — 


[Am 


r,  lUS. 
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Ur.  BiDLicx  moved  to  lay  the  report  and 
tlie  resolatioK  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  than  taken — yeas 
SJ,  nays  102. 

The  gi-i*EXB  then  stated  the  qnestion  to  be 
OD  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Vt.  WisB  asked  to  be  excnaed  from  Totiog. 
De  said  the  report  charged  the  President  wiUi 
certain  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors ;  for 
wbicb,  if  he  were  cnlpable,  he  onght  to  be  im- 
pescbed.  But  oe  it  was  the  ooDstitntional  dnty 
of  the  Senate  to  try  articles  of  impeachmeot, 
he,  (Ur.  Wu>,)  as  a  member  of  Uiis  Honae, 
ought  not  to  be  called  npon  to  vote  upon  them, 
thb  House  having  no  power  to  ti;  tbe  Presi- 
dent 

The  Honse  excused  the  gentleman. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called;  and 
r««alted  as  f<^ows : 

Tais.— Veasrs.  Adams,  Allen,  I^ndaff  W.  An- 
drmrt,  Bberioek  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ajerigg,  Bab- 
eoet,  Baker,  Barnard,  BkHod,  Birdaeye,  BUir, 
Boudaun,  Borden,  Botta,  lUlton  Brown,  Jeraulah 
Brown,  BomeD,  Calboaa,  Thonua  J.  Campbell, 
Cirutbers,  Casey,  Chiltenden,  Jobn  C.  Clark,  Junes 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranaton,  Clravena,  Oarrelt  DstU, 
Dcberrj,  John  Edwards,  Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster, 
Centrj,  Goggin,  Grabam,  Granger,  Oreen,  Hall, 
Hiklcd,  Howard,  Hudson,  James  Irwin,  Junes, 
Jiriin  P.  Kennedy,  King,  I^me,  Linn,  McKeanan, 
Tlwmu  F.  HarshBll,  8uiM>n  Hawin,  Mathiot,  Hal- 
loda,  Hazwell,  Haynard,  UiloheU,  Korgui,  Morriis 
Xarraw,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ram- 
Bj.  Benjamin  Bandall,  Alexander  Bandall,  Ban- 
delph,  Kayner,  Bidgway,  Bodney,  J.  U.  Huaaell, 
BiltOQital!,  Bhepperd,  SUde,  T.  Smitb,  BoUera, 
Eh*<n,  Stanly,  Btratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Snromera, 
fiSi&no,  John  B.  Thompson,  Bicbard  W.  Thomp- 
Nn,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Under- 
wood, Tan  Rensselaer,  Wallace  Warren,  Washlng- 
toD,  E.  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W. 
WDIiuas,  Chriatopher  H.  Williama,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
Uuia,  Torke,  and  Augnsttis  Youne— 100. 

Nits. — XessTB.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeson, 
Kdlack,  Bowne,  0.  Brown,  Burke,  Oreen  W.  Cald- 
wdl,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  CIlRbrd,  CUo- 
too,  Colea,  Colanilt,  Hark  A.  Cooper,  Cron,  Ouih- 
iag,  DBDiel,  Richard  D.  DaTis,  Dawson,  Doaa,  Dolg, 
John  0.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  GUmer, 
W.  0.  Ooode,  Gordon,  Gualine,  Gwin,  IIar^i^  Hait- 
iags.  Hays,  Bolmea,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Honstoa, 
BiAaid,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  William  W. 
Irwin,  Cafe  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  An- 
drew Kennedy,  Lewis,  Li ttlcOcld,  Robert  HcClellan, 
XcEaj,  UcKcon,  Uallory,  John  Thompson  Mason, 
KedUl,  Miller,  Hewhard,  Farmenter,  Payne,  Flnmer, 


Profflt,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggi, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder, 
Stcenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turnej,  Van 
Biiren,  Ward,  Wattcraon,  Wellcr,  Jsracs  W.  Wll- 
liams,  and  Wood — 80. 

The  next  qocsUon  waa  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolatJoD ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  anil  resnlted  as  follows : 

Tiis. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrown, 
S.  J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ajcrigg,  Babcock, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseyc,  Blair,  Boardmnn,  Bor- 
den, Botts,  Brockway,  Uilioo  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Caiey,  Chiltenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranatou,  Craiens,  Garrett 
Davis,  Dcberry,  Jobn  Edwards,  Fillmore,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggins,  Patrick  6. 
Goodc,  Graham,  Granger,  Greco,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Howard,  Hudson,  James  Iiwin,  James,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKcnDsn,  Samson 
Mason,  Hatliiot,  Uaiwell,  Maynard,  Horean, 
Morris,  Morrow,  Oweley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pow- 
ell, Rftmsay,  Benjamin  Randall,  Aleiander  Bandall, 
Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgwiy,  Rodney,  Wm.  Busiell, 
James  U.  Bussrll,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sel- 
lers, Stanly,  Stiatton,  John  T.  Sluart,  Summem, 
Taliaferro,  John  B.  Tbompson,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull.  Under- 
wood, Tan  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  Wasbing- 
ton,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Tliomns 
W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Yorke,  and  Augustus  Young — gs. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  B^rtan, 
Beesoo,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
Greeu  W.  Catdwetl,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  Cary,  Clifford,  Olnton,  Coles,  ColqiUtt, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Doan,  Doig,  Egbert,  Ferria, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Gilmer,  WiUiam  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Gustine,  Gwin,  Habersham,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hajs, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hun- 
ter, Charles  J,  IngereoU,  WiUiam' W.  Irwin,  Care 
Johnaon,  John  W.  Jooes,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Lewis,  Uttlefield,  Abraham  HcClellan,  Robert  Uc- 
Clellan.  McKay,  MoKeon,  Hallory,  Thomas  F.  Mar- 
shall, John  Thomson  Uason,  Mattock,  Uedill,  Mil- 
ler, kliicbell,  Newhard,  Parmenler,  Payne,  Flumcr, 
Pope,  Profflt,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett, 
Riggs,  RogeiB,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Sanodera,  Shaw, 
Shields,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Tbomp- 


Toraey,  Van  Bi 
IB  W.  Wmiams, 


Wise,  and  Wood— 90 


TauBtDAT,  Angnst  16. 

The  Tariff. 

From  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Ur,  FiLUiOBK  reported  the  foUowing  resola- 

RetBlvtd,  That  It  ia  expedient  to  pass  another 
revenue  bill,  the  same  as  tnat  which  recently  passed 
both  Houses  of  Congress  ind  has  been  returned  by 
the  President,  with  hts  objections,  to  this  House, 
and,  on  reconsideration,  lost  for  want  of  the  consti- 
tutional majority,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify 
existing  laws  Imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposea,"  with  the  exception  of  the  STth 
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section  of  laid  bill,  vhichrepekli  tbs  prOTilo  to  tbo 
land  distribution  act;  and  so  modified  u  to  make 
lea  imported  from  bejODd  tbs  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
nod  coffee,  imported  in  American  TesseU,  free  from 
dutj' ;  and  tbat  the  Committee  of  Wa^a  and  Means 
be,  and  the;  are  hereby,  Inatnicted  to  report  such 
a  bill  to  this  Bouie  with  all  couTcnient  despatch. 

Mr.  F.,  after  BtaUnB  the  objects  of  the  reio- 
latioD,  observed  that  ne  hod  repnDrted  it  ea  tbe 
organ  of  the  Committ«e  of  Waja  and  Ueons, 
onty  for  the  parpow  of  testing  the  sensa  of  the 
Eoase  on  this  subject,  and  of  ascert^ing 
whether  it  wos  practicable  to  pass  saother  rev- 
enao  measure  at  thia  Ression.  Mr.  F.  then  call- 
ed for  the  previons  question. 

Mr.  BoTTH  moved  to  laj  the  resolntion  on  the 
table,  and  colled  for  the  yeas  and  Days. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bottb'b 
motion  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table,  and 
rejected— yeas  7C,  nays  108, 

The  previons  question  was  then  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  qnestlon, 
(being  the  adoption  of  the  resolntion,)  having 
been  called  for,  wer«i  ordered. 

Ur.  H^Ts  hero  colled  for  a  division  of  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  take  the  qnestion  on  that 
part  of  it  irliich  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to 
pass  another  revenDebill;  and  referred  to  the 
mle  of  the  House  be  bad  just  cited. 

The  Sps&kkb  decided  the  motran  to  bo  out 
of  order,  on  the  gronnd  that,  if  the  first  divl- 
fiion  should  be  rejected,  there  voold  be  no 
sense  in  the  remainder. 

Mr.  Hjltb  appealed  ftom  the  decision  of  the 
Ohalr ;  but,  on  taking  the  vote,  it  vaa  saataiiied 
by  tho  naase. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  put ;  and  the  Cliair  annoonoed 
the  vote  to  be  as  follows : 

Yiis. — Ucsara.  Allen,  Sherlock,  J.  Andraws,  Ap- 
pletoa,  Aycrifig,  Baker,  Beeson,  Bldlacli,  Blrdne^e, 
Blair,  Boardmau,  Borden,  Brockiray,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  BurncU,  Calhoun,  Chittetiden,  John  C. 
Clark,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cushlng,  Qarrett  Davis, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Ererett,  Ferris, 
Fessenden,  Gerry,  Glddinn,  P.  G.  Goode,  Granger, 
Hall,  Halsled,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingeitwll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William 
W.  Irwin,  Kcim,  UcKennan,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Sam- 
son Mason,  Hatlocks,  Uaswcll,  Haynard,  Ifoore, 
Horgan,  Horns,  Morrow,  Kewhard,  OsborDe,  Par- 
tncnler,  Tendlcton,  Tlumer,  Pope,  Powell,  ProfGt, 
Eiiiosay,  Bcmamin  Randall,  R«ndolph,  Read,  lUdg- 
waj,  Riggs,  Roducy,  Wm.  Russell,  James  H.  Rus- 
sell, SaltonsUU,  Saoford,  Blade,  Truman  Smith, 
Stratton,  John  T.  Btoart,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Westbrook, 
Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Yorke,  and  Augustus  Youq^ — 86. 

Vila. — Messrs.  Adams,  LandaCT  W.  Andrews, 
Arnold,  ArrioKton,  Atherton,  Barton,  Black,  Botts, 
Boyd,  Hilton  Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Gr«eu 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  G.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell, 
WiBism  B.  Gampbelt,  Tboe.  J.  Campbell,  Carutheis, 
Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifibrd,  GUntou,  Coles,  Col- 
(oitt,   Mark  A.  Cooper,   Cravens,   Cross,   Daiuel, 


h^ir. pTnCaa 

Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  John  C.  Edwards,  lArn, 
Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gtnlrj,  Gtar, 
Go^gin,  Williatn  0.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gt^ui,  Grto, 
Gwin,  Habeisham,  Harris,  Hastings,  Haji,  HiIbo, 
Hopkins,  Houck,  Eooaton,  Habwd,Him1(t,VB. 
Coat  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jgno.  lila 


Owsley,  Payne,  Alexander  Band^  Kstbu,  B^ 
ding,  BeyMdds,  Rhett,  Rogen,  Roostvell,  Stasto, 
8haw,  Bheppetd,  Bbields,  William  Smidi,  Sttm, 
Spiigg,  Sunly,  Staanrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Sutit, 
&immer«,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  R  11ioii|Mi^ 
Richard  W.  11iom{won,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trijlto, 


Fridat,  August  19. 
The  Tar^. 

Mr.  CiuBLKB  J.  TmiEBBOLL  rose  to  oSs  i 
resolution  from  the  Comtnittee  on  ths  Jiidi» 
ry,  and,  if  any  obJectionB  ahonld  be  wtie,  be 
would  move  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  Ik 
resolution  provided  for  the  introduction  cf  At 
bill  offered  by  him  the  other  day,  altersd  *>■ 
to  take  the  duties  of  IBIO;  and  aba,wiihi 
limitation,  added  by  himself  to  two  jean. 

Ur.  Born  asd  othera  objected  to  tin  rea^ 
tion. 

Ur.  Ihousoix  inqnired  whether  h>  taii 
move  to  go  into  the  Oommittee  of  Ihs  VU 
witbont  Boq>eiirion ;  and,  on  being  tanrnd 
in  the  affirmative,  sabmllted  a  motini  to  tU 
effect 

Mr.  IxoERsoLL  said  that,  if  his  notiMi  |n- 
vuled,  and  the  Honse  went  into  Comnitttei'  i 
the  Whole,  he  should  move  to  take  nptkli]  { 
introduced  by  the  chairman  of  the  JudirivT 
Committee,  to  supply  a  temporary  defeil  » 
failure  in  the  lav  to  collect  revenues  frcm  im- 
ports; and  that  motion  prevailing,  b«  ib^ 
then  move  to  amend  it  by  anhstitnUif  tin  t£l 
offered  by  him  the  other  day,  with  the  Dufi- 
cations  he  hadjnst  indicated.  , 

Mr.  0.  J.  ItroKBaou.  naked  fi>r  tb«  jm>  w 
nays ;  and  they  were  ordered,  and  rwJiJ  " 
follows : — yeas  98,  nays  84. 

The  UousQ  then  resolved  itself  into  CauimW 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  R  Ikokssou.  in  <>* 

The  Cni.iBiiAiT  slated  that,  when  tb«  Hcw 
was  last  In  committee,  Uie  bill  nnder  taiaitt- 
ation  was  the  navy  pension  lulL 

Mr.  Cbibleb  J.  iNOKBaou.  moved  U Jv 
aside  that  bill,  that  the  committee  mi^t  tw 
—   bill  No.  647,  (Ur.  BiXsaBB's  W  * 


nn>lj  a  t«np 
relating  toti 


foilure  in  the  laws 

duties  on  Importa."  ^ 

The  teUers  then  took  the  vote,  anJ  rtfO* 
ei  in  the  affirmative,  and  68  In  the  negsiit^ 

The  bill  was  therefore  taken  np. 
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Ur,  0.  J.  Ikgzbsoli.  moved  to  strike  oat  all 
an«r  the  enacting  oUose,  and  Insert  the  folloir- 
ing  as  a  Bubstitnte  : 


be  leried,  collected,  tnd  paid,  ander  the  Bsma  Utb, 
rules,  RDd  TcguUtlooB,  which  were  leried,  collected, 
and  piktd  the  lat  dajr  of  Jinuirj,  IS40,  nnder  the 
proTiaioM  of  the  act  RpproTed  Sd  U&rch,  ISSS,  en- 
titled "  Aa  act  to  modifj  the  act  of  14th  J»nntTj, 
1833,  and  all  other  acta  imposing  dotieB  on  im- 
parts," except  that  the  aald  duties  BbiH  be  paid  \a 

a  Imports 
,  lall  be  the 
dutj  of  the  Secretarf  of  the  Trcaaur}'  to  ascertain 
the  avenge  rate  of  dut;  which  wm  collected  upon 
each  of  the  Mid  ankles  throughout  the  jearlBM; 
and  such  aTerage  rate  of  dutf  ghall  hereafter  be 
levied,  coUeoled,  sod  paid,  u  a  speciflc  dut;  upon 
the  Importation  of  the  said  articles,  in  the  same 
manner  u  if  mch  respective  specific  duties  ware 
respect! velj  imposed  b;  this  act. 

Sec.  S,  And  U  U  jarther  ttiatted.  That,  on  the 
importAtloD  of  all  the  articles  made  subject  to  a 
dot/  of  £0  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  under  the  pro- 
visiuos  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
duties  and  drawbacks,"  approved  September  11th, 
1S4I,  there  shall  hereafter  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid,  a  dutj  of  80  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  except 
upon  railroad  iron,  which  shall  be  subject  to  the 
aume  rate  of  dutj  as  bar  or  holt  iron,  of  similar 
■nanulacture,  nnder  the  1st  aec^on  of  this  act ;  but 
nothing  liei^  contained  atull  be  so  construed  as 
to  deprive  aaj  Stale  er  incorporated  company, 
which  shall  have  imported  railroad  Iron  prior  to  tbe 
Sd  day  of  March  next,  of  the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages eecnred  to  them  respectirel;  by  the  proviso 
to  tbe  fith  sectiMi  of  the  sdd  act  relating  to  the 
duties  and  drawbacks. 

Sec  S.  And  bt  it  fitrthtr  tiiaettd.  That  the  law 
shall  be  In  force  for  and  during  two  veers  from  the 
day  of  its  becoming  a  law,  and  no  longer. 

Tbe  Chaibkak  stated  the  questdon  to  be  on 
Etrilf iog  ont  and  inserting. 

Hr.  Babbabd  said,  before  the  motion  was 


liad  several  amendments  whiob  be  wished  to 
offer, 

Tbe  Ghaibxah  decided  that  sach  amendments 
wonid  Iw  first  in  order. 

Ur.  BaBtfABO  moved  to  amend  the  second 
eectJon,  by  adding  a  claosa  merely  precantion- 
trf,  to  provide  Uiat  nothing  in  that  act  con- 
tained sliall  be  r^arded  as  sonotioning  at  anj 
time  hereafter,  or  as  antbori^ng,  tbe  applica- 
tion of  that  section  to  cases  where  a  penaltj 
may  liave  been  imposed  by  law.  His  amend- 
ment was  iu  these  words ; 

Kor  shall  any  thios  la  this  act  contained  be  con- 
strued to  inflict  any  fine,  punishment,  or  forfdtare, 
lor  any  act,  omission,  or  oceurreooe  whatever,  on 
any  person  who  was  not  liable  to  such  fine,  punish- 
ment, or  forfeitore,  by  any  law  of  the  land  eiisUcg 
at  the  time  of  such  amiiaion,  occnrrence,  or  fet- 


ing. [Adqubt,  ISU. 

He  apprehended  there  wonld  be  no  objection 
to  that  amendment. 

Ur.  AoAue  wished  the  gentleman  to  explain 
the  necessity  for  this  amendment. 

Hr.  Babmakd  said  it  would  be  reccBected  that 
this  bill  was  reported  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, to  supply  the  defect  ia  the  revenue  laws, 
which  expired  by  their  own  limitation  on  tbe 
30th  Jnne.  This  bill  proposed  to  reach  imports 
which  bad  been  introdnoed  into  the  conntry 
i^ce  tbe  1st  of  July,  to  extend  to  the  time 
when  Bome  permanent  revenue  law  should  be 
enacted  by  Congress.  It  was  retroactive  in  its 
operation.  It  went  back  beyond  the  date  of  its 
enactment,  and  reached  transactions  which 
bad  been  already  transacted.  It  proposed  to 
lay  a  doty,  or  tax,  as  he  supposed  it  to  have 
existed  on  tbe  SOth  of  June.  Now,  as  an  act 
of  legislation  affecting  past  transacCions,  he  sup- 
posed it  to  be  competent  in  Congress  to  pass  it 
into  a  law.  It  was  retroactive ;  bnt  it  affected 
civil,  and  not  criminal  transactions.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  seoond  eeation  was  to  revive  the 
laws  by  which  Congress  had  regnlatod  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports.  In  those  laws 
there  were  a  great  variety  of  penalties ;  and  it 
bad  occnrred  to  him,  after  tiiat  section  was 
drawn,  (very  full  and  explicit  as  it  was,)  that 
some  (me  might  make  it  retrooctiye  as  to  the 
penaltiea  and  pimishment  to  be  inflicted  by  the 
laws  it  sought  to  revive.  That  he  held  to  be 
nnconstitntional ;  for  the  oonstitntion  prohibit- 
ed the  enactment  of  any  ez  post  facto  law. 
This,  however,  did  not  apply  to  civil  transac- 
tions; though  be  agreea  that  its  spirit  had 
been  observed  as  to  civil  transactions  also,  and 
such  laws  had  not  been  allowed  to  tonoli  any 
one  to  their  iqjnry.  Bnt  he  denied  that  any 
one  woold  be  iiynred  by  this  act.  What  were 
the  &cta  I  Why,  imports  had  been  introdaced 
into  the  conntry  since  the  1st  day  of  Jnty,  by 
importers  who  ooold  not  land  them  on  onr 
shorea,  nnder  existing  laws,  without  a  permit; 
and  tbe  act  of  1888,  Known  as  the  oompromise 
act — though  in  his  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  the  Jndiciary  Committee,  and 
many  other  persons,  that  law  imposing  dnties 
bad  expired  by  ita  own  limitation;  so  that, 
from  the  SOtb  of  Jane  there  was  no  law  for  the 
collection  of  imports.    Yet,  that  act  of  1838  did 

K'  re  notice  to  all  the  world  that  duties  should 
imposed  on  imports,  to  take  efitot  from  and 
after  the  SOth  Jnne,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  SO 
per  cent.  It  was  the  express  direction  of  the 
act  that  there  should  be  snch  an  enactment  of 
law ;  the  only  difficulty  being,  that  the  law 
coold  not  eiecnte  itself  bnt  required  further 
legislation.  Now,  all  this  bill  required  was, 
that  they  should  go  back  and  reach  post  im- 
portationa,  and  that  the  goods  should  be  sub- 
jected to  dnty  not  exceeding  20  per  cent.  It 
Eroposed  to  supply  an  existing,  defect  in  the 
iwa ;  and  its  not  having  been  applied,  did  not, 
in  bis  opinion,  excuse  the  importer  of  goods 
ft'om  the  payment  of  dnties:  they  had  intro- 
dnoed them,  expecting  to  pay  dnties ;  and  thej 
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did  pay  tbem  to  the  smoont  of  SO  per  cent^ 
tbough  the;-  paid  them  under  proteat,  and  thej 
sold  them  with  the  dotiee  added,  to  enhance 
the  prioa  to  the  porohaeer.  It  waa  but  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  treaaorj  that  it  ebould  be  so. 
Aad  now,  aa  to  hts  amendment  which  he  had 
introduced ;  it  was  intended  to  cat  off  the  poe- 
dbilitj  of  any  floe,  or  punishment,  or  penoltj, 
being  inflicted  hy  an  ex  poit  /aeto  law,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  clearlj  uncooa^tutaona]. 

Mr.  C.  J.  InoBRSOLL  here  inUmated  that,  in- 
stead of  a  substitute,  he  wonld  modify  his  mo- 
tion so  as  to  make  his  bill  an  addition  to  the 
bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Hew  York. 

Hr.  Adajib  Bud  this  bill,  hj  ita  title,  was  a 
bill  to  supply  a  temporary  defect  or  bJinre  in 
the  laws  relatioK  to  the  collection  of  revenue ; 
and  what  was  that  defeott  Aa  he  nnderatood, 
on  the  80th  of  Jnne  all  tbe  laws  for  the  collec- 
tion of  revenne  by  dnties  on  imports  ceased  and 
determioed ;  and  from  that  day  no  dutiea  on 
imports  could  be  collected  by  authority  of  law. 
ThePresident,  however,  proceeded  to  levy  taxes; 
and  he  had  already  aaid  to  that  House  that  it 
presented  a  oase  precisely  similar  to  that  of 
"  ahip  money  "  found  in  English  history,  when 
the  King  of  England  undertook  to  collect 
money  from  the  people,  for  the  parpoae  of 
bnilding  ships  for  the  establishment  of  a  navy. 
Under  snch  a  state  of  things,  taxes  had  been 
levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  aince 
tiieSOth  of  June.    Now,  the  title  of  the  bill  n- 

EorieA  by  the  Jodiciary  Committee  of  this 
[ouse  had  not  been  contradicted  by  any  mem- 
ber, that  he  knew  of ;  and,  xritbout  any  pro- 
test, Uie  bill  had,  so  far,  been  before  tlie  Honae. 
Be  objected  {o  this  bill,  beoauae  he  consider- 
ed it  m;  poit  facto  in  ita  civil  and  crimlQal  ope- 
ration. The  President  was  now  levying  money 
without  law ;  and  this  bill  was  to  go  before  the 
Juries  of  the  country,  and  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  JustiSoation  or  excuse  of  bis  conduct.  He 
referred  to  the  fact,  that  the  nonse  had  been 
charged  with  ignominions  cowardice  in  declin- 
ing to  impeach  the  Preeident ;  and  remarked 
tliat  it  was  always  very  aaf%  to  dare  persons  to 
do  that  which  It  was  known  they  wonld  not 
do. 

The  question  wonld  have  to  oome  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  For  his  own  part,  he  consid- 
ered that  there  was  no  authority  to  levy  duties. 
He  referred  to  the  fact,  that  eight  out  of  twelve 
Judges  in  England  had  decided  in  favor  of  the 
King,  in  a  similar  ease,  from  ne^vity.  Per- 
haps, (he  argued,)  the  Bupreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  would  decide  in  &vor  of  tlie 
President  from  a  like  reason — from  necesuty — 
when  there  waa  no  law.  If,  however,  the  Su- 
preme Court  should  decide  ngainat  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  become  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  return  the  money  paid  in  by  the  mer- 
chants, and  to  indemnify  them.  Then,  it  wonld 
become  a  aueation  whether  it  waa  not  a  high 
crime  on  tne  part  of  Uie  Preeident  to  levy  ue 
dutiea  collected  by  hia  officers.    Then,  too,  he 


imagined,  there  wonld  not  be  aneh  talk  atxnit 
the  want  of  oonrage  to  impetoh. 

He  expressed  it  as  hb  opinion  that  Coognn 
ahould  not  pass  any  tariff  law.  The  tariff  ^os- 
tioD,  he  thought,  waa  now  on  the  beati»tiii>, 
There  could  not  be  fonnd  a  majority  in  ba^ 
Houaea  in  fj&vor  of  a  better  than  that  now  b 
operation.    The  revenue  ^A  more  fimn  tbt 


they  oonld  pasa.  Indeed,  be  was  ii 
enapeot  that  Bont&ern  gentleman  were  in  ftnr 
of  cntting  it  down  atiU  lower.  Bia  celtnpa 
(Hr.  GuBHnto]  had  pnldiabed  a  apeedb,  in  vUtk 
the  tariff  was  arrajred  against  dutribntion,  ul 
in  favor  of  taking  off  the  tax  on  tea  and  eofea 
It  was  a  very  good  qieedk  for  Lowell  { bat  boa 
wonld  it  do  for  Albemarle,  Virginia;  <n  Bm- 
fort^  South  Carolina!  Ha  arp^ned  that  dw 
more  you  took  out  of  the  tariff  bill  from  tb*  tu 
on  tea  and  ooffbe,  the  more  it  became  a  protM- 
tive,  and  the  lees  a  revenue  measure. 

He  referred  to  the  doctrine  held  by  tb«  Fr*- 
ident  on  the  snlijeot  of  protection.  The  F»>- 
dent  declared  himself  opposed  to  proteetioi  JK 
rectly,  but  was  liberal  enough  toward  inbdi* 
tal  protection.  Now,  he  argued,  tlua  doMmi 
was  In  conflict  with  a  resolntioB  pMsed  by  lb 
House  on  the  ISth  December,  18Sa,aDa<if  i 
series  of  resolutions  on  the  powen  of  CmptK 
It  read: 


Yet,  the  President  soya,  though  you  moW 
protect  directly,  yon  may  do  it  indirectlj— 
"  ineidentaliy." 

He  continued  his  remarks  in  oppontko  to 
the  bill,  badng  bia  chief  oIti^<^'°°  to  it  on  the 


did  not  risBfortlK 

Eurpoae  of  debating  thia  qnestion.  It  mail 
e  unpardonable  in  him  to  occupy  tlietiiHB 
thia  late  stage  of  the  aeanoD,  after  the  mrits 
had  been  so  fully  discossed.  Every  geotlOBn 
ought,  by  this  time,  to  have  bia  mind  made  q^ 
so  aa  to  enable  him  to  vote  satiafactorilT.  Ht 
rose  merely  to  suggest  that,  under  lie  P"*^ 
olreumstanoea,  in  conaideratioa  of  the  nccis- 
tons  condition  of  the  conntry,  and  the  protnci- 
ed  period  of  the  session,  they  oof^t  to  &ea)- 
tinne  all  fiirther  debate,  and  take  the  tsH  f 
onoe.  [Agreed,  agreed.]  Ho  implared  il» 
House  to  let  the  vote  be  taken,  that  tbey  mifU 
return  to  their  oonstituenta  witbont  fdriba 
delay.  After  deep  conrid««tJon,  for  tbo  ajb 
of  a  bleeiUng  and  suffering  oountiy,  be  w 
brought  his  mind  to  submit  to  whtt  i^ 
other  circumstances,  he  would  Icae  &  ri.*^ 
arm  before  he  would  agree  to  soboiil  a 
Though  distribution  was  a  favorite  measan  « 
the  Whig  party,  he  would  yield  the  point,  iM 
rellnquisn  distribution,  r^er  than  fiS  ,^ 
secure  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  w»i  «  ^ 
dispenaably  necessary  to  aave  the  f^i 
from  destrnotiou.    For  the  aake  of  recMOD*' 
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tion,  be  wu  willing  to  go  Ikr.  But  while  he 
would  eorrender  tbu  point,  he  oonld  nut  be  ex- 
peetod  to  nirrender  the  principle  of  protection 
ix  the  indiutry  of  the  conntrj — that  he  » onld 
inflit  npoD,  And  with  thi^  view,  he  would 
more  to  nbsijtnte  an  amendment  whidh  he 
had  prepared,  in  the  place  of  the  one  moved  bj 
his  colleagne,  to  the  bill  introduced  hy  the 
gfDtlemu  from  New  York.  He  wu  satiafied 
that  it  wa*  a  bill  which  wocdd  aSord  adequate 
nrenna,  and,  at  the  same  time,  rewon&ble  pro- 
tection. He  saw  Uiat  aome  of  the  Sonthent 
Gitlemeaweradiapoaed  tooome  to  thereaone; 
the  waanot  diapoaad  to  throw  hinuelf en- 
tirely in  their  anna.  There  woa  one  feature  in 
the  bill  which  he  ooold  never  oooaent  to ;  and 
it  was,  the  limitation  of  the  law  to  two  years' 
dnntion.  If,  doling  that  time,  the  opDonenta 
<if  the  Whig  party  ahould  anfortnaately  aia 
the  aacendeiMy— though  he  tnuted  in  G^  it 
would  not  be  the  oaae,  [a  langh,] — what  would 
be  the  oonaec^iienoe  I  The  law  wonld  be  per- 
mitted to  expire.  There  ytu  all  the  difference 
in  the  wotld  between  repealing  a  law,  and  per- 
mitting it  to  axpire. 

The  motion  to  anbatitate  having  been  ruled 
out  of  order,  Hr.  MoKeksas  moved  that  the 
committee  riae. 

The 


Batubdat,  Angnst  SO. 
JTtfw  luut  qf  Treaniry  NoUt. 

Jlr.  FnxxoKa  called  the  attention  of  the 
Hoiue  to  a  oominnnioatdon  which  had  been 
seat  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueaita  from 
the  TreaBory  Department,  which  pointed  ont 
tbe  neoeastiea  of  the  treasury,  and  recom- 
mended th«  iarae  of  treaaniy  notes  to  meet  the 
demanda  created  by  the  I4)propriation  bills 
which  the  Hooae  bad  passed. 

This  connnonioatoD  should  have  been  sent 
to  the  Hooae,  instead  of  the  oommittM ;  and 
tor  the  pnrpote  of  bringing  it  properly  before 
the  ooDimittee^  be  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  OommittM  of  Vays  and  Ueans,  and  that 
it  b«  printed. 

The  oomnutiication  was  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Hooae  then  adjourned. 


lIoinu.T,  Aogost  22. 

Mr.  Cowxtf  offered  a  resolution,  Sxlog  13 
o'clock  to-diqr  for  the  termloatioii  of  debate  on 
Ur.  Baut&kd's  hill  to  provide  for  a  teioporair 
defect  or  fulore  of  the  law  relating  to  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports;  and  OQ  thb  he 
moved  the  previons  question,  which  was  sos- 
buned  by  the  House.  The  resolution  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  Oownr  moved  that  the  Honse  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was 


agreed  to; 
chair. 


and  Ur.  J.  B.  Ihokksou.  took  the 


The  Chaibhax  stated  the  qnealion  to  be  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Babn&bd,)  the  effect  of  which  was 
to  prevent  the  infliction  of  any  floe  or  punish- 
ment by  an  ezpoit/aetc  law. 

After  some  remarks  by  Ueasrs.  Boosbvxlt, 
FiLLHOBR,  GoBDON,  and  EvBBKrr,  the  question 
recam»d  on  Mr.  Ixoibsoll's  amendment  to 
strike  ont  the  original  bill,  and  insert,  as  a 
substitute,  the  bill  submitted  by  him, 

On  taking  the  question,  it  was  r^ected — 
ajea  88,  noea  not  oounted, 

Variooa  other  smeudmenta  were  offered  and 
negatived. 

Hr.  HoEkknas  then  moved  to  strike  ont  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  a  sub- 
stitute the  bUl  that  was  passed  by  both  Eonses 
of  Conxrest^  and  retnroed  by  tbe  President 
with  hu  olgections,  with  the  ezoeiition  of  the 
27th  secldon,  rei^eotiDg  the  proviso  in  the  dis- 
tribution aot,  and  also  with  a  modifioation  ex- 
empting tea  and  coffee  lh>m  duty. 

Ur.  UmsBwooD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  the  87th  section  of  the  old 
bill,  repealing  the  proviso  in  the  distribution 
act,  so  ss  to  allow  toe  distribution  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Udbhiko  submitted  Uiat  the  amendment 
of  Ur.  Underwood  was  not  in  order  on  the 
following  points; 

1st.  It  woslo  violation  of  the  following  rule 
of  the  Ilouse,  viz ;  "  No  motion  or  proposition 
on  a  subject  different  from  that  under  oou- 
nderatioD  shall  be  admitted  under  otdor  erf 
amendment." 

2d.  It  was  tbe  very  pronnon  of  the  bill  re- 
turned by  the  Freuaent,  to  which,  and  to 
wiiidi  alone,  he  had  objected,  and  which  the 
House  had  reconsidered  under  the  oonetilntion, 
andr^ected. 

8d.  It  waa  a  laeh  In  the  sense  of  parliamen- 
tary law,  which  by  that  law  was  held  to  be 
irregular,  as  infringing  on  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  otlier  branches  of  the  Govem- 

The  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
deciding  that  there  was  no  inoongmlty  in  the 
amendment,  Inaamnoh  as  the  Bouse  had,  on  a 
previous  occauon,  after  a  lengthy  discussion, 
admitted  the  same  principle  In  the  revenue  act, 
that  passed  both  Honsea,  and  was  returned  by 
tbe  resident  with  his  ot^ectiona. 

Ur.  Babhabo  offered  an  ameudment,  sn»- 
pending  the  operations  of  the  distribution  act 
until  the  4lh  of  March,  1846,  and  after  whtoh 
time  the  distribution  act  was  to  1m  revived ; 
tiie  land  Amd  tiU  the  4th  March,  IMS,  to  be 


set  apart  for  the  payment  of  oatstanding  treas- 
ury notes,  and  the  redemption  ot  the  uterest 
the  public  debt.    This  amendment  was  t»- 


Jeoted— ayes  88,  uoee  not  ooonted. 

Tbe  question  waa  then  taken  on  tne  motion 
of  Ur.  MoKmsKAH,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert  his  entire  bill. 

Tellers  were  called  for. and  ordered;  and  the 
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TOte  waa  W  in  the  afflrnutive,  mnd  67  in  the 


rise,  and  report  the  bill  to  the  Boom.  The 
notion  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  re- 
ported aooordioglj. 

Mr,  FBsaBMDKS  moved  the  prerlons  quee- 
don ;  which  was  BDStuned  hj  the  House, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 


Eonse,  bat  thit  not  1>eing  in  order,  he  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  and  on  that  be 
demanded  the  ^eas  and  nsje,  for  the  purpose 
of  otitalaing  time.  His  object  waa,  to  have  a 
foil  and  distinct  vote  on  the  bllL 

The  question,  however,  was  taken  on  the 
engroMnient  of  the  bill  by  yeas  aad  naf  a ;  and 
the  Spealter  acnoQUoed  the  vote  to  be— yeas 

100,  nays  101,  and  that  the  hlU  waa  r^eoted. 

i Clapping  of  bands,  and  cries  of  "  Good," 
oweu  this  annonocement,  which  had  been 
wuted  for  with  inteoae  anzie^  hj  everf  part 
of  the  Honae,] 

The  followlag  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
vote,  vi2 :  yeas  101,  cays  101 ;  anDoanoed  by 
the  Speaker,  under  a  mietalce,  to  tie — yeas  100, 
nays  101.  [The  mistake  was  corrected  in  a 
snbseqaent  part  of  the  prooeedin^.1 

Mr.  Tbompsok,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  Jost  taken,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  oays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  qnesUon  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  above  motion ;  and  the  roil  having 
been  called  throngh,  hut  before  the  vote  was 
aonunnced, 

Mr,  Gwur  rose  aod  said,  he  wished  to  know, 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  whether  the 
preceding  vote  on  the  engroeament  of  the  bill 
had  been  announced  correctly. 

The  Spbaebb  said  he  hod  been  informed  by 
the  Olerk  that  there  was  an  error  in  tiie  addi- 
tion of  the  ^eas  and  nays  on  the  qnestion 
allnded  to,  ariung  ft'om  the  &at  that  one  of  the 
membera  who  voted  ont  of  order  was  not 
Qonnted, 

The  CleA  then  read  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays 
over  again;  when 

TIte  Spraekb  annonooed  the  vote  to  be  yens 

101,  nays  101,  as  above,  uid  voted  himself  in 
the  negative. 

So  the  bill  waa  rejjected  on  that  vote. 

Tiie  Bpiaksb  then  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  for  reconsideration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  (Mr.  Thompbdit,)  the  vote 
on  which  had instbeen  taken,  as  abovenoticed; 
and  annomicea  the  vote  to  1>e — yeas  lOS,  nays 
98. 

So  the  reoonrideratton  was  ordered. 

The  qaestion  reorniing  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  blU,  -^  ^6 

Mr.  ToRKB  moved  tlie  preTioni  qaestion, 
nnder  the  operation  of  wbtoh  the  qnestion  was 
taken ;  and  the  Speaker  annonnoed  Ihe  vote  to 
be— yeas  108,  nays  103. 


Mr.  MoKsctiAii  celled  tat  the  qacation  on 
the  pasaage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  K^TSXB  rose  to  ask  if  it  wasnotatM*. 
sary  for  the  Chair  to  vote ;  and  mads  tb*  pent 
of  order  that  he  vubound  todoso,andtrtli« 
(blloWingmle: 

"  In  bQ  ciMi  of  cleetiouL  by  the  Houe,  tht  BpcA- 
er  shall  rote ;  la  other  cases,  be  dall  iMil,nlat 
the  Hooa*  be  eqaally  dvMed,  or»nl»Mfcin<*e,if 
given  to  the  minoiitT,  will  make  the  fTUaa  tqd. 
and,  in  case  of  auoh  equal  dividen,  Ihe  qoMia 
shall  be  knt." 

Mr.  HoPKnn  made  some  remarks  In  r^ 
ence  to  the  previous  praetioe — not  perfedj 
understood  by  the  reporter. 

Messrs.  PsoFrrr  and  Fhikob  ntaie  ttt 
point  of  order  that  the  Chair  maid  not  nti 
after  the  vot«  bad  been  annonneed. 

The  SntiKu  here  read  the  rale,  and  mIi 
some  remarks,  which  the  repcaier  toM  M 
catch,  owing  to  the  great  oonfasim  prenflk; 
— there  being  at  least  twenty  memb«i  mOt 
floor,  all  claiming  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Bom  made  the  qaestkn  of  miit 
whether  the  Chair  was  not  bonnd  to  "rott 

The  SpBASEB  was  aatisfied,  tma  &t  ni) 
jnatread,  that  he  had  aright  to  vote;  uj,* 
prevent  any  forther  difficolty  on  the  rafjic 
anoonnced  that  he  voted  no,  and  that  thcK  n 
thns  a  tie  vote — [defeating  the  bill.] 

Mr.  Andbbws,  ofKentaoky,  rose,  iitddniKd 
the  right  to  vote.  He  was  in  the  bar,  h«  sii, 
when  Q  is  name  wss  called. 

Here  the  question  of  order  was  niifi 
whether  Mr.  Audbswb  conld  vote  allv  ik 
vote  had  been  annoonoed — eame  toaUc&f 
that,  if  the  Speaker  oould  vote  after  tidl » 
nouncement,  Mr.  Akdbxws  also  had  thri^; 
while  others  contended  that  the  ^waker'iTO 
waa  provided  for  under  the  ndea,  awl  ttOtie 
only  time  he  conld  vote  iraa  after  tben>lca 
the  House  was  annonneed.  Bnch,  hovfw, 
was  the  noise  and  confuraon  prevailing,  tha  i 
is  impossible  to  give  the  particnlanofthiip'^ 
of  the  proceedings,  in  regnlar  auocowffl. 

The  Spkakxh  decided  that  Mr.  AxiaiT^M 
a  right  to  vote. 

Mr.  WisB  insisted  that  the  case  was  iln*) 
decided,  and  refwred  to  a  case  when  tb«  n* 
was  precisely  like  the  present—*  aiftxitj^ 
one.  Speaker  Polk  voted  in  Um  neBsti«;  •■ 
by  making  the  vot«  a  tie,  defeated  ae  bUL 

Mr,  Baundkbs  referred  to  the  vote  in  1^'^ 
on  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  CkM 
States,  when  Mr.  Speaker  Oheves,  rdini  » 
the  DMntive,  made  a  tie  vote,  and  thniddeiM 
the  hill. 

Mr.  MoKitniAN  sold  he  wonld  state  tltt  ^ 
aa  he  recollected  them.  After  the  Tote  n> 
taken  the  Spieaker  announoed  it  ta  be  jt$i  i^ 
nays  102,  and  said  the  ayea  had  iL 

He  (Mr.  MoK.)  tiw  asked  what  -w  « 
next  queationt  and  ^^ 

The  Spbakkb  replied  that  it  would  be « t" 
putage  of  the  b&L 
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Mr.  IfoKmrAK  said,  that  nnder  this  ttate 
of  the  case,  h«  contended  that  tho  Bpeaker  had 
DD  right  to  vote,  and  the  genUeman  from  Een- 
tockj  had  no  ri(^t  to  vote. 

Ur.  QiLHXB  said  the  qnestton  waa,  whether 
tbe  Speaker  had  a  right  to  atmonoca  that  the 
Tote  wai  dedded  in  the  affirmatiYe,  as  stated  bf 
0»  gcDtieman  from  Pennsjlraaia.  The  Speslcer 
witbonnd  to  aanonnoa  the  vote  of  the  House, 
ud  then  to  give  his  vote. 

Ur.  Etukit  roM  to  a  qDestion  of  order: 
but  there  were  bo  maiij  oldnifng  to  be  heani 
It  the  time,  that  the  reporter  oonld  not  hear 
vbat  it  WBi^ 

Order  bang  restored — 

ICr.  OiLXKB  read  the  mle,  (given  above,)  and 
ooDlended  Hiat  the  Speaker  had  do  right  to 
UDOimoe  the  dedsion  of  the  qaeation  liU  after 
ha  had  announced  the  vote  to  the  Honie,  and 
giT«a  his  own  vote. 

The  Spiaxkb  repeated  his  declidoD,  that  Ur. 
Amdbxwb  bod  a  right  to  vote,  and  that  gentle- 
man's nsme  being  called,  he  voted  aye. 

Ur.  BTiNi.T  then  desired  his  name  to  be 
called ;  which  waa  done,  and  he  also  voted  aye. 

The  Bfxakeb  then  annonnced  the  vote  on 
0  be  as  follows : 


[Ana 


r,  1842. 


Yiu.— Hessre.  AUbd,  Landaff  W.  Aadrem, 
Sherlock  J.  ADdrcws,  A.p^eton,  Aynrigg,  Bnbcock, 
Biker,  BvDutl,  BBtton,  Beesoo,  BidWk,  Birdscfe, 
Bliir,  Bmrdman,  Borden,  Briggs,  BrockwaT,  Chariei 
Brawn,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Callioua,  Cbildi, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
CnnMoo,  Gushing,  0.  DaTis,  Blcbard  D.  Davia, 
Jdo.  Bdwirda,  KTereU,  Ferrti,  Fenenden,  I111mot«, 
Oerry,  Oiddlnn,  Patrick  Q.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gran- 
ger, Outine,  Ball,  Halsted,  Honok,  Howard,  Hnd- 
■OD,  Hunt,  Cbaries  J.  InnnMU,  Joseph  R.  IcgersoU, 
Jniei  Irrio,  Willkm  W.  Inrin,  Kdn.  John  P. 
Eeniwdr,  Rebert  HcUUUn,  McKumaa,  Tbomai  F. 
Muihill,  SamsoD  HaMn,  Mattooka,  Haiwell,  May- 
urd,  Uoore-,  Morgan,  Hocria,  Morrow,  Newbard, 
OdKune,  Parmcnter,  Pearee,  Pluuer,  Pope,  Powell, 
Front,  Bamsay,  Benjamin  Bandall,  Alexander  Ran- 


nuinfhast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Tmrnbnll,  Tan  Bu- 
ren.  Vu  Benanlaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Edward  D. 
Vhite,  Thomas  W.  WUliaim,  Joeeph  L.  WUllams, 
Totfcc,  and  AagtBtOB  Tonng — 106. 

Mati. — Hesara.  Adama,  Arnold,  AniagttHi,  Ather- 
hm.  Black,  Bolts,  Boyd,  A.  T.  Brawn.  Milton 
Brown,  Bnrfce,  William  0.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cald- 
well, Pairick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutbert,  Cary, 
Casey,  QilTord,  ClinloD,  Cotes,  Colquitt,  Hark  A. 
Cooper,  Cnreiu,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  De- 
hei^,  Doan,  Doig,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John 
0.  Floyd,  A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas  P.  Foster,  Gamble, 
Oentry,  Gilmer,  Oonin,  William  O.  Goode, 
Graham,  Green,  Gwtn,  Habetaham,  Harris^  Eastings, 
BsTB,  Hidmes,  HopUna,  Hooston,  Hobard,  Honter, 
John  V.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Lane, 
Lewis,  lion,  UltUcM,  Abnfaam  MoOallan,  McKay, 
McEeen,  Hsllory,  Jcriin  T.  Ttiaoa,  Hathktt, 
Mathewn,  UUler,  HikMl,  Owsley,  Fayna,  Bayner, 


Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhect,  Rogers,  RooaeTelt,  Saon- 
ders,  Shaw,  Bhepperd,  Bbields,  William  Sndtb, 
Bprigg,  Bteeorod,  Snmmers,  Buntcr,  John  B 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompeon,  Triplett,  Tnrney, 
Underwood,  Wanen,  Washington,  Wattereon, 
Woller,  James  W.  WiUiams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liama.  Wise,  and  Wood— 103. 

The  qnestion  now  coming  np  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill— 

Ur.  MoKxssAS  demanded  the  previons 
qnestion,  nnder  the  operation  of  which  the  bill 
was  passed — as  follows : 

TuA—MesBre.  Allen,  I^daff  W.  Andrews, 
Sheiiock  J,  Andrews,  Araleton,  Ayerigg,  Babcook, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bcesoo,  Bidlack,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardmin,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Caliioan, 
Childs,  CbiUenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Coweh,  Cranston,  CosbiDg,  Qarretl  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessen- 
den,  FiUmore,  Gorry,  Oiddincs,  Patrick  0.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Granger,  Gostine,  Hail,  Halsted.  Hotiek, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingetsoll,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wiliian  W.  Irwin,  Eetm, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Robert  McClelisn,  McKennaa, 
Thomas  F.  Marshall,  SamseD  Uason,  Mattocks, 
Maiwell,  Mayoard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Newhard,  Osborne,  PamHUter,  Pearee,  Pln- 
mer,  Pope,  Powell,  Froffit,  Ramaay,  Benjamia 
Randall,  Alexander  RandaU,  Randolph,  Read, 
RIdgway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  William  Rueecil,  James 
U.  RoMcU,  SaltonstaJl,  Saoford,  Siade,  Truman 
Smith,  SoUen,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Taliaferro, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  l^lliughast,  Toland,  Tom- 
UnioD,  Tmmball,  Tan  Burcn,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  Ward,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomai  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joeeph  L.  Williams,  Toriie,  and  Augustas 
Toong — 105. 

NaTH. — Messrs.  Adams,  Arnold,  Arriogton, 
AthertoD,  Black,  Botts,  Bofd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Hilton  Brown,  Bui^,  William  0.  Butler,  Qteea 
W.  CaldweU,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Joba  Campbell, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Tliomaa  J.  CamidwU,  Ca- 
rutbers,  Cary,  Casey,  CliSbrd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Col- 
quitt, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cravens,  Cross,  Daniel, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Del>erry,  Doao,  Doig,  John  C.  Ed- 
wards, Egbert,  John  O.  Floyd,  A.  L.  Foster,  Thomas 
L.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Oiimcr,  Qocgin,  WH- 
Uam  0.  Goode,  Orahani,  Green,  Owin,  Ju^rsbaoi, 
Harris,  Hastings,  Hits,  Holmes,  HopVjns,  Houston, 
Hnbard,  Hunter,  WBIlam  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  J<dn- 
Bon,  John  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Lane, 
Lewis,  Linn,  Uttlefield,  Abraham  MoCMlan,  McKay, 
MoKeon,  MaUorv,  John  Tbomseo  Mason,  MatblM, 
Mathews,  HedW,  MUler,  Mitchell,  Owsley,  Payne, 
Rayner,  Redbig,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Regeia,  Rooee- 
Tclt,  Saonders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Sluelds,  WiUiaiB 
Smith,  Sprim,  Steenrod,  Sunmers,  Sumter,  J<din  B. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Tbompeoa,  T^lett,  Toiiiay,  Un- 
derwood, Warren,  Washington,  watlerson,  Weller, 
■"'  ""■■'—  ™-=-— -^      "  ™-..„__._  yi^ 


Bo  the  bin  was  pasaed. 

Ur.  UoEiHirAir  moved  a  reeon^deratlon  of 
tbe  votejoit  token— rq]ect«d  wlthoat  a  oonnt. 
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[ITnCM. 


m  BSITATE. 
TuBSDAT,  AvgOit  23. 

7%e  Jfaadanuit  to  tAa  Stttiei. 

Ifr.  CnmsDva  mored  to  tike  up  the  House 
bill  No.  210,  entitled  ui  act  to  regolate  the 
taking  of  testiraonj  in  caw*  of  oonteited  eleo- 
tione,  and  for  other  pnrposea. 

So  the  onlera  of  the  day  were  poi^ioned,  and 
the  bill  vae  taken  up,  as  Id  Oommittee  of  the 
Vhole. 

Ut.  OsiTTSKDEir  said,  the  firrt  two  KcUoiis  re- 
lated to  the  rosnoer  of  oertifyiag  the  electdoa 
of  Representatives,  in  eonfomit;  with  an  exist- 
ing law  lately  pused,  prescribiDg  the  mode 
and  manner  of  elections.  The  restdne  of  the 
Ull  related  to  the  eridence  to  be  addntied  in 
ouea  of  contested  electiotu. 

The  first  part  of  the  bill  was  to  preaeribe 
the  evidenee  to  be  admitted  as  anthentio,  bj 
Uia  Olerk  of  the  House  of  Repreeentatives,  on 
inembenpresenting  themselves  for  seats  in  that 
Hoose.  Hr.  0.  stated,  at  eoma  length,  his 
views  in  relation  to  the  neoeesi^  of  this  measnre. 

The  last  section  was  to  adjust  a  mnoh  oon- 
teated  point,  as  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  «on- 
testing  an  election  to  pay  and  exp^ises.  This 
lie  explained  by  the  reading  of  the  27th  section 
of  the  bill,  end  commenting  on  its  several  provis- 
ions. He  argued  that  this  act  was  rend^^d  im- 
peratively necessary,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  law 
regulating  elections  by  ungle  districts.  If 
there  was  any  thing  biBmable,  it  was  to  be 
sought  in  that  law,  not  in  this.  He  was  told 
gentlemen  intended  to  contest  this  bill,  and  to 
denounce  it  as  an  ontlawry  of  the  States.    If  it 

5 leased  gentlemen  to  indolge  themselves  in 
yperbolical  decimciations,  they  were  welcome 
to  It,  for  him. 

Ur.  yfAzxxK  laii,  the  first  objection  that  he 
made  to  the  bill,  was,  that  it  was  a  riolation 
of  the  oonstitntion,  which  asMgned  to  each 
House  of  Congress  the  exclusive  right  to  Judge 
of,  and  determine  npon,  the  qoalification,  elec- 
tion, and  return  of  their  own  members.  Con- 
gress was  not,  and  oonld  not  be  the  proper 
fadge  of  the  retnm  and  qoalification  of  mem- 
bers of  the  HoDse  of  Representati-vee.  The 
S^iate  had  no  right  to  prescribe  to  the  Honse 
on  what  terms  they  should  permit  their  mem- 
bers to  take  their  seats  in  that  Honse.  The 
oonstitntionality  of  this  law,  and  the  power  of 
Oongress  to  pass  it,  wonld  be  testecl  by  this 
connderation : — Snppose  the  members  from  a 
State  which  elects  by  general  ticket,  sbonld 
present  themselves  and  prodace  their  retnrns, 
dnW  certified  by  the  QoTemor  of  the  8tate, 
under  the  broad  seal  of  the  State:  the  Honse 
to  which  they  are  chosen  must  necessarily  be 
the  Jndge  of  their  retoms;  becanse  the  consti- 
totion  Rtecificalty  declares  that  it  shall  be  the 
sole  and  exdunve  lodge.  And  what  do  yo 
propose  by  this  bill  I  Ton  propose  to  rqet 
them  under  certain  circumstances.  Is  not 
this,  in  effeet,  to  ontlaw  them  t  The  t«rm  is  an 
expres^re  term ;  and  it  is  directly  iq>pUMble. 


It  Is  an  ontlawry,  not  merely  of  the  nwBbn 
elect,  bnt  of  the  people  who  dect  tbsm.  It  ii 
a  clear  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  eoutiti- 
tion.  If  the  Statea  most  be  ^rfran^M,  (t 
matter  surely,  which  the  Senate  otgh  to 
deplore,)  when  ttie  calamity  comes,  ht  il  M 
be  infiicted  by  the  Braate.  If  the  nenbtntf 
a  State  are  to  be  expdled  fnnn  the  SB&  On- 
gress,  let  not  tbeecUctof  expalaoneweslna 
the  Senate ;  and,  above  all,  in  advuoe.  If  tb 
catastrophe  must  take  plaee,  let  the  diito- 
chisement  be  inflicted  by  that  tribansltowM 
the  oonstitntion  has  given  ezclniiTS  jnride- 
tion  in  the  matter — the  House  itsdf.  id 
suppose  the  Honse  choose  to  adnut  tb«  skb- 
hers  elected :  what  will  your  law  b*  wtrt! 
Oan  yon  expel  them  t  will  your  law  drinllu 


whatever.  It  will  be  a  nnllity,  and  OMbn 
onconititntional ;  because  every  constitiitiisd 
law  can  be  enforced.  This  will  be  a  mi 
brutum  JvhnM — of  no  more  vahie  this  n 
much  Uank  paper.  Bnt  there  were  tttir 
matters  oonnected  with  this  bill,  wfaicb  n- 
dered  it  highly  inexpedient  and  nmnpt 
[Hr.  Walxib  here  reaa  and  comtnenled  qa 
that  portion  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  lb*  t(^ 
mony.]  Ifere  liearsay  evidence — sn  loon; 
into  the  political  character  and  opiuiauatlt 
voter — general  and  vsgne  impresaioiusiMlH 
political  opinions,  were  to  be  taken  as  endon 
whether  he  voted  for  or  agunst  •putimi' 
candidate.    Was  not  this  a  violation  oftk 

Ct  ftiadamental  prindples  of  the  mhbm 
I  It  was  a  settled  rrde  of  evidac*  ii 
every  oonrt,  that  mere  hearsay  evidcMe  c» 
not  be  received  as  testimony. 

The  bill  was  a  violation  of  the  coutititica  e 
another  partionlar.  It  not  merdy  anlbo™* 
bnt  it  required  and  compelled  eerlsls  cdfli 
nnder  the  State  Government  to  perfonn  eat* 
dnties,  as  if  they  were  officers  amensUs  ti>di 
power  of  the  Federal  Legislatore.  Upo  >^ 
point,  the  Bunreine  courts  at  the  Statts,  «bn 
the  qnestion  nad  arisen,  had  dedded  (nl  tk 
decision  had  been  afBrmed  by  the  Bopn* 
CooH  of  the  United  States)  that  Stats  aCM| 
— and  paiticolarly  jostioea  of  thopei»--(™ 
not  be  compelled  to  perform  any  set  is  dm* 
ence  to  the  mandate  of  the  Feda«l  aatborite 
He  denied  that  Oongress  had  any  ri^t,  vM 
the  constitntioa,  to  vert  in  JiBtieei  of* 
peace,  as  this  bill  attempted  to  do,  tbe  jowv 
to  fine  and  imprison. 

Ur.  WoODBDKT  said  he  would  net,  i  b» 
late  day,  have  obtmded  himself  a  iooidwI  t* 
the  indnlgenoe  of  the  Senate,  had  sol  tbs  SW 
which  he,  in  part,  represented,  tpden  v* 
strongly  on  thw  subject.  Its  LegfelsBW  W- 
witii  great  deliberation,  prODottneed  tbedtw 
in  the  apportioDment  bill,  directing  ttw  tew 
to  make  single  districta,  both  uieipe^>^ 
nnoanstitotional.  In  that,  be  had  been  fbrtn" 
as  to  similar  tiews,  expreased  oo  tb«  ■«* 
p<Mnt,  on  a  former  oosmod.    He  i«K""" 
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thit  ft  promiiMiit  olfjeot  in  the  bill  now  before 
u  ii  to  enfbroe  tliAt  onwarrautable  cl&ose.  It 
ia,  thaiefora,  void.  It  seeks  to  coitt  into  effect 
I  mudue  luoed  to  a  Bovereign  Bt&te,  whioh 
joa  are  nnanlhorized  to  i«aae,  and  to  do  it  bj 
dkfruielilsiiu  not  only  the  State,  bat  its  peo- 
ple, if  they  nare  the  firmnegs  and  indMwnd- 
ence  to  protect  their  own  righta.  Had  the 
clsiue  in  the  apportionmeat  bill  been  only 
advisory,  and  been  bo  treated  by  Oongreaa, 
the  present  meaanre  shonld  not  be  reaorted  to. 
But  this  measore  treats  it  as  an  order — a  dictft- 
tianj  and  nov  tries  to  impose  penalties  oa 
Sute  disobedieooeL  In  this  way  the  States  are 
U>  be  oonvdered  u  oor  Berraots,  and  we  thur 

I  DODoede  that  Congress  had  power  to  make 
diUiicts  iteeli;  if  the  States  negl^ted  their 
dalj,  and  the  elective  franohlHe  of  the  people 
were  likely  to  be  loeL  Bat  no  Baoh  cause  ex- 
isted for  its  iuterfereooe.  And  if  there  had, 
CoDgresj  shonld  have  finished  its  own  busiaese 
—buried  oat  its  own  districting— and  not  have 
dictated  to  the  SUtes,  that  the  tatter  shonld 
obej  or  perform  what  belonged  to  the  former 
to  do,  ia  tear  of  pains  and  penalties  nnder  any 
omission.  Id  tiiat  case,  we  shonld  have 
vcitoessed  no  snoh  ontrsgies  as  have  recently 
oceurred  amongst  the  frieods  of  that  law  in 
Ohio^  in  attempting  to  defeat  a  districting  un- 
der it. 

Another  palpable  vitdatioa  of  the  oonstituHon 
ia  thia  measure,  arises  from  its  breach  of  the 
proTisioQ  in  the  Sth  section,  that  "taeh  JSoute 
Atli  be  Iht  judge  of  the  el^iotu,  return)^  and 
quaij^eatietu  qf  ite  ova  memAert."  Yet,  by 
the  nrat  portion  of  the  present  bill,  you  are  on- 
vUling,  and  yon  refiue  to  leave  the  House  of 
Eepraeentotives  to  jodge  of  the  elections  and 
ntums  of  its  own  membera.  On  the  contrary, 
JOQ  yoorselves,  in  oodunotion,  nndertake  to 
judge  for  them.  Yoa  invoke  the  President, 
also,  to  onite  with  jou  in  Judging  for  them. 

Grant,  then,  that,  after  an  oi^onizatiOQ,  and 
^T  one  or  two  sessions  have  nearly  expired, 
the  House  may  be  allowed  to  admit  tiie  proper 
persoos  to  their  seats;  yet  yon  hereby  direct 
10!  them  who  shall  be  admitted  in  the  Srst  in- 
stance, and  in  the  choice  of  Speaker,  and  all 
officos,  and  in  inwking  rules ;  as  well  as,  after- 
wards, in  half  the  legislation  of  the  whole  Con- 
gresK.  On  one  oooasion  lately,  1  believe,  the 
nght  of  election  c^  members  was  not  settled 
tin  tar  into  the  second  sesuon.  What  power 
have  yoa  to  order  a  defunct  Olerk  whom  he 
shall  permit  to  votet  What  right  to  say  he 
ehall  admit  any  members,  when  the  constitu- 
tion provides  that  the  members  shall  settle  the 
question  fur  themselvea? 

Hr.  Wkighi  said  he  had  en>ressed  bis  views 
somewhat  at  large  on  the  sabjeot  of  ooercing 
the  several  States  of  this  Union,  when  the  ap- 
portionment bill  was  under  discassion.  But 
circtuaitanoes  had  since  transpired,  which 
Btrengtliened  his  opinions,  and  went  far 


alluded  to  the  recent  action  of  several  Btates 
in  reference  to  the  apportionment  act.  He 
had  undertaken  to  say,  when  that  act  was  on 
its  passaee,  that  it  would  not,  and  conld  not, 
control  the  States  in  their  elections  of  Bepre- 
sentativee.  For  this  declaration  he  was,  at  the 
time,  deugnated  as  a  nullifer.  If  his  opinion* 
on  that  BU^ect  entitled  him  to  the  appellation, 
several  of  Uie  States  Iiad  rince  declared  thera- 
adves  of  the  same  clinical.  They  had  virtnally 
oannlled  that  act ;  and  so  they  wonid  this,  it 
it  should  become  a  law, 

ICr.  BsKBtiM  observed  that,  when  the  appor- 
tionment bill  was  before  the  Senate,  he  hod 
Mated  his  viawseo  folly,  that  it  would  be  unne- 
oeasary  now  to  repeat  arguments  he  then  urged 
in  vatat,  to  indaoe  some  modification  of  tboso 
provisions  he  conudered  obnoxions  to  the 
States,  and  most  inexpedient  in  themselves. 
He  had  not  disputed  the  power  of  Congress  to 
interfere  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  uie  oon- 
stitntion;  bnt  he  had  doubted,  and  still  con- 
tinued to  donbt,  exceedingly,  the  expediency  of 
eiercirang  that  power.  As  the  Senate  was 
fUly  aware  of  his  sentiments  on  the  subject, 
he  would  not  occupy  further  tJme  than  was 
necessary  to  move  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  section : 

And  pretidtd  further,  (b  substance,)  That  nothing 
in  this  eecUoD,  or  in  the  act  therein  referred  to, 
shall  be  held  to  extend  to  the  election  of  any  per- 
son who  shall  be  chosen  a  Bepresentotlve  to  tiie 
SBth  Congress  In  onj  State,  in  which,  by  the  laws 
of  such  Btste,  the  election  foe  Bepresenulivea 
to  Congress  is  required  to  be  made  by  general 
ticket,  and  where  the  election  has  been  held,  or 
msy  be  held,  in  accordsnee  with  each  State  laws. 

On  this  amendment  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  without  entering  Into  Oia 
qnestion  whether  the  ori^nal  law  was  a  wise 
one,  or  whether  this  was  a  wise  one,  it  woa 
very  well  known  to  the  Senate  that,  in  four  or 
five  of  the  States,  it  was  impossible  to  oomply 
with  them.  He  himself  representod,  in  port, 
a  State  so  sitoated  that  it  was  almost  linpoeribls 
they  should  adopt  the  law  without  oocosioniDg 
mach  internal  discord.  Under  tlie  drcumstoa- 
oes  of  the  whole  cose,  be  did  hope  the  Benata 
woold  pause,  and  not  press  upon  the  Btates  an 
enactment  of  this  kind,  dangtnxiDS  in  its  con- 
seqnenoes,  and,  at  the  some  time,  of  donbtM 

iti.  Lnnt  sud  be  was  very  glad  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  hod  introdnoed  this  amendment. 
It  was  but  common  justice  to  some  of  the 
weaker  States.  Con  any  thing  be  more  nnjast 
than  the  manner  in  which  Missonri  is  to  be 
treated  ?  That  Btate,  in  the  regular  course  of 
its  legalized  policy,  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  its  members  of  Congress  for  the  next  Oon- 
greas  of  the  United  Stateo.  The  members  thoa 
elect«d  will  come  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment at  the  iq)point«d  time,  to  take  their  seats, 
as  insured  to  them  by  the  constitntion.  Are 
tliej  to  have  the  dmxs  of  the  House  of  Repro- 
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■enUtivee  sbatin  their  face  by  tbe  Clerk  of  a 
fonner  Oangreaa^  becaose  tiiey  are  represeutA- 
tirefl  of  a  wbole  State,  and  not  of  its  fragmenta  t 
Are  they  to  be  ejected  thus  nnceremonloualj 
bj  the  Olerk  of  the  Eoqm,  in  apite  of  the  rJRhta 
Mom«d  to  them  hf  the  conatitation  t  Tliis, 
indeed,  will  be  ui  exhibition  of  nnconatitu- 
tional  DsorpatioD,  growing  out  of  the  legiBlatiun 
of  this  OoDgress,  enraordiDary  even  for  onr 
remarkable  aboye  all  precedlDg  OoDgresses  for 
Sta  TiolatioQ  of  eonttitationBl  rights.  Well 
majr  tovereign  StaUa  data  fnim  this  Oongresa, 
as  fh>in  n  fUal  epoch.  It  was  not  alone  b;  a 
habeas  eorjnu  act  that  their  sovereigntj  was 
paraljzed :  now  they  are  deprived  of  the  Teiy 
principle  of  representation. 

Their  right  to  a  voice  in  the  oonndls  of  the 
lutdon  is  to  be  decided  by  the  fiat  of  a  Clerk  of 
the  Honse  of  Represeatativea.  This,  indeed,  is 
plunging  deenlj  into  the  bowels  of  ibe  sf  stem, 
to  destroy  all  vitality,  under  the  pretuice  of 
reuhiog  an  imagined  morbid  part.  It  is  time 
for  gentlemen  to  see  that  it  is  impossible  for 
tlietn  go  on  much  longer  in  this  way. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  B.'s  was  modified, 
and  adopted  with  others,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

TaTTasDi.T,  Angnet  25. 

The  hill  to  provide  revenue  from  imports, 
and  to  change  and  modi^  existing  laws  im- 
posing duties  on  importa,  and  for  other  pur- 
poseH,  was  taken  np  as  in  Committ«e  of  the 
whtde,  with  thirty-one  amendments  reoom- 
manded  by  the  Committee  on  finance. 

Ifr.  EvAira  hoped  the  Senate  would  pro- 
Mcd  with  the  amendments  in  their  regular 
order.  , 

The  Ohur  announced  the  first  amendment 
to  be,  to  change  the  expresrion  "the  day  and 
year  before  mentioned,"  into  "  the  passage  of 
this  act" 

Ifr.  ErARB  pointed  ont  that  there  were 
nveral  verbal  amendments,  to  the  some  effect, 
fliroaghont  the  hill,  the  qnestion  on  which  might 
be  taken  altogether. 

These  amendments  were  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  sobstitnte^oiir 
oenta  per  square  yard  on  cotton-bagging,  or  its 
nbatitnte,  impcnted,  for  Jha  cents  in  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  Walkbb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  snbstituting  "  three "  cents,  for 
"  four." 

Hr.  Euro  observed  that  the  effect  of  the  high 
duty  proposed  wonld  be  to  exclude  from  this 
market  every  species  of  foreign  cotton-bsgnng. 
This  woald  then  be  a  prohibitory  duty. 
Now,  he  was  willius  that  toe  boding  manu- 
fbctnrers  of  Kentnuy  and  Missouri  should 
have  a  fair  protection,  not  detrimental  to 
revenue,  or  to  other  industrisl  interests  of  the 
country.  He  was  willing  to  let  them  enter 
tlie  Sontbem  market  with  eveiy  advsntage 


ifBiO. IKwCak 

agsJnst  foreign  oompetitien.  But  he  Tonli 
not,  for  the  purpose  of  merely  givuig  t  bomij 
to  a  few  inaividaala,  consent  to  bj  tc  citnr. 
Bgant  doty,  calculated  to  cut  ^  ill  Ibnip 
competition,  and  eidade  altogetlia'  the  fmin 
fabnc  Mr.  K.  resd  from  a  table,  s^  b 
held  in  his  hand,  many  statistics  to  ^«  d» 
quality  and  price  of  the  foreign  Eibrie,  mi- 
trasted  with  the  domestic.  He  also  md  tflik- 
mcnt,  prepared  by  no  unfriendly  hmd  to  pro- 
tection, sbowingthe  comparative  (dTutaitrf 
high  and  low  rates  of  dnty.  His  own  eipermw 
satisfied  him  that,  under  a  fair  eompc^onii 
prices,  Eentncky  bs^ng  woald  sIksts  ko- 
mand  a  preference  in  the  Southern  ma^a 
long  as  the  nsnally  good  article  l^m  thtt^ 
was  prodnoed.  Last  year,  in  conwi 
rivalry,  an  inferior  article  wis  ; 
and  the  interests  of  the  Eeotndy  m^ 
manufacturers  suffered;  becaose  tbfj  nnid 
not,  as  nsual,  command  the  preference  u  it 
market 

He  stated  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  Indj- 
ville,  the  old  mode  of  spinning  and  ireni^l; 
hand  had  been  saperseded  by  machiiiery  m  c 
extensive  scale.  The  reduced  price  ii  iti 
SoQthem  market  is  the  effect  of  thii  Miipn- 
Uon  at  home  between  machine  labor  ind  iJii 
labor,  and  not  from  competition  with  At 
foreign  article.  The  retnms  fbr  lB3t  ilx* 
that  the  price  of  Scotch  bogging  at  Um  flM 
of  manufacture  was  twelve  and  sIulfoeDii:^ 
English  bagging,  thirteen  cents;  and  ofitsBX, 
fourteen  cents— the  article  being  bett«  lk» 
the  Scotch  or  English.  If  to  Iheis  be  im 
the  charges  of  importation,  the  forags  vtiik 
cannot  now,  even  if  free  of  duty,  eompWiili 
Kentucky  bagging,  manufactured  bj  ** 
chinery,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  tvo  m  tlm 
cents  a  yard,  so  long  as  the  latter  artide  ni> 
tains  its  qnality,  and  thereby  cMnmss^v 
market  Kentucky  bagging,  mannhtlEwJ 
machinery,  can  now  be  sold  at  ten  wsttifiK 
and  leave  aa  much  profit  to  the  espittS^s 
fifteen  or  sixteen  cents  for  the  orticie  am- 
factured  by  hand  labor.  It  is  eridenttluim 
year  or  two  the  Kentucky  mannftrtsfW  oj 
without  any  protection,  command  Ifis  »W( 
market  Bat  If;  by  mistaken  legislstioB,  i  W 
on  the  foreign  article  ia  imposd  ••'? 
will  put  competition  ont  of  the  mesSoi!.™ 
cupidity  of  the  manuilMJtnrers  wiD  bssortffl^ 
lated,  that  the  cotton  planters.  Id  self  J***- 
will  be  driven  to  tiie  necessity  of  sdoptins"- 

dients  which  will  ruin  the  Eentnctj  nx* 
lire™.  ,  ,     ,  J. 

Mr.  Caibooit  observed  tliotiod^»r" 
statementa  so  ably  mode  by  the  BeMW"" 
Alabama,  Eentncky  bagging,  by  the  iBp™* 
ments  in  machinery,  can  now  be  n™'*'? 
offered  in  the  market  for  ten  cents  ftj^ 
Hence,  then.  It  was  clear  that  evea  *  m^ 
three  cents  per  square  yard  on  w*)^ 
article  would  amount  to  a  totsi  probihi^ 
and  woald  produce  not  one  cent  of  f«™r 
Ho  aobnutted  to  the  Senate,  If  tbt  Kfitfw^ 
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baaing  cui  be  made  for  10  cents,  and  tho 
Ibreigii  article  eaimot  be  mode  fbr  less  tLan  13} 
ixaU,  (to  which  the  cost  of  import  most  be 
added)— whether  it  waa  reaaonabla  tn  snppoM 
tlittSBiDgla  yard  of  theforeisn  article  woald 
b«  brought  ioto  market  Did  not  every  one 
we  that,  instead  of  tbe  aum  estimated  by  the 
Stcretarj  of  the  Treaoarf  to  be  derived  from 
bagging  for  revenue,  there  would  not  be  one 
MQl  of  revenue  occroing  to  the  treaaorj,  even 
il  tiiree  centa  per  eqnare  yard  dnty  t 

Ur.  MoKKRBAD  bad  not  changed  bU  opin- 
ions, nor  were  theylltely  to  be  c^oged  by  the 
obscrvatioaa  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lioi,  that  three  cents  duty  would  be  prohibi- 
tory, and  produce  no  revenue ;  or  of  the  Bena- 
tor  from  Alabama,  that  be  waa  willinK  to 
protect  the  home  mannftictnrefs,  provided  it 
could  be  done  without  interfering  with  reve- 
nne.  He  could  tell  both  Senators  they  were 
mistaken;  and  that  neither  three  cents  nor  five 
cenu  woold  give  adequate  protection  to  the 
Eentncky  manafacturers. 

The  qaesUon  waa  then  taken  on  Ur.  'Wale- 
sr's  motion  to  sobstitute  8  cents  for  4,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  Waixkb  then  moved  to  substitute  8} 
cent*  per  yard,  and  on  this  be  called  the  yeaa 
and  naysL 

The  rate  he  now  proposed  was  reported  by 
the  Finance  Committee,  when  the  bill  was  last 
before  the  Senate.  It  was  the  rate  imposed 
by  the  act  of  ISS2 ;  and,  nnder  the  compromise 
act,  it  coatinned  to  fall,  tillit  reached  8  9-10 
cents. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 
The  qaestion  was  taken  on  Ur.  W&lkbb'b 
amendment,  to  substitute  8}  cents  for  4,  and 
resnlted  ia  the  affirmative — yeas  2S,  nays  S2. 

The  amendment  a*  amended  was  then 
adopted. 


ViODAT,  Angnst  SO. 
The  Thr\f  Bill 

The  bill  to  provide  revenne  from  Imports, 
and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  itn- 
posiog  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, waa  taken  np,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  whole,  for  further  conwderatlon ;  tlie 
ameadmenta  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  having  been  disposed  of  yesl«rday. 

Ur.  UsssioK  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of 
the  bill  an  additional  section,  as  follows : 

And  ta  it  ftallitr  nacted.  That  whenever  tbe 
Prraiileat  of  tSe  United  Stales  shall  receive  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  gnin,  Bour,  salted  pro- 
rjstons,  sod  nnnianitiketur^  tobacco,  of  the  growth 
iiid  prodoctiOD  of  the  United  Blatea,  eiported 
Trom  the  Cniled  Stales,  are  idmitled  at  s  raU  of 
iittjf  Dot  exceeding  S9  per  ceot.  ad  valorem.  Into 
he  several  ports  of  any  European  state  or  king- 
lorn,  he  sfaall  nwke  proclamstLou  thereof  to  the 
seople  of  tbs  United  States,  >nd  thenceforward  the 
Intiea  Imposed  by  this  act  npon  sll  article*  tbe 
^TQwtb  and  |Todn*«  of  inch  state  or  kJngdoiii  so 


of  is  per  cent  ad  valorea. 

Ur.  EvAKB  hoped  the  Senate  wonld  not  con- 
sent to  adopt  an  amendment,  tbe  effect  of 
which  wonld  be  to  allow  any— perhaps  tb« 
most  inconsiderable — state  of  Enrope  to  make 
a  tariff  for  this  country,  to  be  extended  to  all 
other  nations  with  which  it  hss  tresdea  of 
commerce. 

Ur.  Uerbiok  denied  that  the  emendmeut 
wonld  have  any  sach  effect. 

Ur.  EvAHB  insisted  that  it  would. 

Ur.  Bevtoic  Bsid  tho  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Uoryland  (Ur.  Mikhiok)  was  a  large 
one,  involving  great  consequences,  and  reviv- 
ing a  principle  as  old  aa  the  Govermnent.  Our 
constitntion  contdned  two  provisions  on  the 
subject  of  foreign  commerce — one  to  lay  dnties 
on  imports,  for  revenne;  the  other  to  regnlate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  The  former 
of  tfaeee  powers  had  been  exeonted  fhim  the 
establishment  of  the  Government;  the  latter 
had  not  been  executed  ac  all.  Ur.  Uadison 
attempted  it  in  1T98,  in  his  celebrated  reeoln- 
tiooB  of  that  day,  which  were  defeated  by  the 
British  interest.  Ur.  Jefferson  recommended 
it  in  his  report  on  foreign  commerce,  when 
he  was  Secretary  of  State ;  and,  acthig  on 
their  snggestions,  and  endeavoring  to  give  an 
effect  to  an  important  clause  in  tbe  oonstita- 
tion,  he,(Ur.  B.,)  a  few  years  sso,  had  digested 
an  amendment  framed  on  Ur.  Madison's  reso- 
Intions,  and  the  stody  of  the  speeches  and 
reports  of  that  day,  to  establish  the  system  of 
discrimination  and  reciprocity  hi  trade  with 
foreign  nations:  discriminating  between  na- 
tions, according  to  their  treatment  of  onr  com- 
ment and  reciprocity  in  the  rates  of  dnei. 
Tlie  principle  of  Ur.  Uadison's  rescdnUons 
waa,  that  a  diserimination  of  10  per  cenL  in 
the  duties  shonld  be  made  in  hvor  of  the  ocon- 
meroe  of  tbe  nations  wbioh  admitted  onr  prod- 
DOta  on  bvorable  terms ;  and  that  this  prin- 
ciple, estaUitdied  by  law,  shonld  be  osrried 
into  eStet  by  treaties.  This  was  tbe  prinripl* 
of  Ur.  Uaditon'a  readntiona;  and  In  the  prop- 
osition which  he  offered  a  few  years  ago,  uu 
principle  was  songht  to  be  establiahed  in  the 
mode  ne  proposed.  His  (Ur.  B.'s)  propOMtlon 
was  not  successful,  althongh  beM«r  matnred 
than  the  proposition  now  offered  by  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Uaryland,  or  lately  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Tappak  ;}  he  s^d 
better  matured,  without  arrogating  any  merit 
to  himself;  except  the  merit  of  copying  a  great 
master — fbr  he  only  copied  Ur.  Uadison.  He 
was^  of  conrse,  In  flavor  of  the  general  object 
of  Uie  amendment  offered,  but  it  was  not  in 
the  appropriate  form,  and  could  not  be  appro* 
priately  framed  and  guarded  in  any  extempo- 
raneous movement  in  this  closing  soene  npon 
the  pasBsse  of  a  revemie  or  tariff  btlL  It  was 
a  lane  enblect,  requiring  a  separata  oonMera- 
Uon  u  ilsdf :  a  ooniider«aon  raqairing  a  view 
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of  the  wbole  eiUtiCR  commerce,  both  foreign 
and  domeatic.  and  of  all  onr  oommerciBl  trev 
tiea  nith  forei^  ponen.  A  subject  bo  large 
as  this  would  require  time  for  deliberatioa  and 
for  action;  and  we  had  time  for  neither  now. 
It  wonld  also  require  a  separate  conaid oration, 
and  could  be  adopted  at  an;  time,  without 
being  rnade  a  part  of  a  tariff  bill.  It  would 
do  beet  in  a  bul  by  it«elf :  be  was,  therefore, 
sgiunst  doinz  anj  thin^  on  the  aabject  now, 
and  talcing  it  up  by  itself  at  the  next  Be»- 

Ur.  Kexbick  modifiod  bis  amendment,  so  as 
to  limit  its  effect  to  reciprocity,  by  adding  the 
following : 

Unless,  ooder  the  |H«Tiii)ms  of  existing  treaties, 
•aid  reduc^ons  of  dutionillinuretotlie benefit  of 
some  otber  foreign  cauatrj  act  nuking  the  recip- 
rocal reducUon  In  its  porta  ;  and,  in  all  sach  cues, 
the  Presldeot  U  hereby  requested  to  take  the 
esrliesC  means  of  terminating  the  obligations  of 
an;  each  ireaty  so  conHioting  with  these  piinclples 
of  reciprocity. 

Aft«r  a  iew  remarks  from  Heasra.  EuNnsa- 

TON  and  WOODBUBT, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Mbkbioe's 
amendment,  and  deoided  in  the  negalJTe — yeas 
6,  nays  S9. 

H0U8S  OP  ItBFBEBENT ATI  V  tB. 

FxiDiT,  August  29. 
Th»  Dutrihttiim  Act. 

Hr.  Tbuhah  BHrrn  moved  to  t«ke  up  bill 
No.  6M ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  a  migority 
(d  98  to  6S,  Ukeo  by  tAlTers. 

The  Olerk  then  read  the  lull  as  followa : 
A  BILL  to  repeal  the  proTlso  to  the  Sth  seotion  of 

the  act  entitled  "  An  set  to  appropriate  the  pro- 

oeedf  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 

grant  pre-emption  rights,"  approved  September 

4,  lUl. 

Bt  It  aumled  by  Ot  iSmoCt  cnrf  Bnm  ^  S^rt- 
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pre-emptio 
be,  and  th 


grtu  OMEmMcd,  That  the  proTiso  to  the  fith  seetioit 
of  the  act  eoliiled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceed* of  the  lalea  of  the  public  liindt,  aod  to  grant 
[iptioa  rights,"  apptoied  Septemlier  4tlt,  1841, 
le  Is  berebj,  repealed. 

After  remarks  by  Uaasrs.  Abitold,  Ooopkb, 
and  Wise, 

Ur.  Ahsrsws,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
House.  The  question  was  carried;  and  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  AnDiiEws,of  Kentucky,  moved  the  T>re- 
vlous  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  oUl, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  rei^nest  of 

Mr.  TuoMPBOK,  of  Indiana,  who  -  addressed 
the  House  at  some  length  in  reply  to  Ur. 
WiBK ;  after  which,  be  renewed  the  oall  for  the 
previons  question,  under  the  operation  of  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readlnfr. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — u  foUowi : 


Tub.— HessTS.  Adams,  Allen,  landaff  ^.  An- 
drews, 8l  J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Ajnigg,  Bdrad, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birdaeje,  Blui,  Bni^nL, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Broelnray,  KUton  Bron,  Jnomk 
Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Oaipb^ 
Camtbers,  John  C.  Clark,  James  CcN^.Cnoi, 
Cranston,  Oarrett  Davia,  Debeirv,  Jokn  Ed*v^ 
Everett,  Fesaenden,  IUhDOre,  Oeatrj,  (HMk^ 
Ooggin,  Patrick  0.  Ooode.Graham,  Gra^,  Ona. 
H:^  Halsted,  Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  K.  Isgaal, 
Jamea  Irrin,  William  Coat  Johnson,  Imae  D.  Job, 
John  F.  Kennedy,  lino,  HcKeniiaa,  Hmm  t. 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattddi,  lu- 
well,  Uaynard,  Hilcben,  Moora.  Hofgin,  Hnt^ 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce,  I^9pe,Pll■d, 
Bamsay,  Beqjatnin  Randall,  Alexander  BtuiiS, 
Randolph,  Baynsr,  BIdgway,  Bodney,  WiSuii  E» 
sell,  James  U.  Russell,  Saltonatall,  Sbeppcrd,Sn» 
ton,  Slade,  Tnunan  Smith,  Sollera,  Sprigt  Sail;, 
Stratton,  Alexander  H.  R.  Staart,  John  T.Slai, 
Smnmen.  Richud  W.  Thompaon,  Tilbg^ 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplet!,  TrambuU,  EadtnoDd, 
Tan  Bensselaer,  Wallace,  Wanen,  Wubisfla 
Edward  D.  White,  Thomaa  W.  WiUiaiH,  Oris* 
pher  H.  wmiams,  Joseph  L.  WniiaiBa,  Toib,  h1 
AnKnstua  Toung — lOi. 

flATi. — Heasra,  Arnold,  Arringlon,  iMtia, 
Bidlack,  Boyd,  Aaron  T.  Brown,  Charia  Bnn, 
Burke,  B.  H.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  GftaV. 
Caldwell,  P.  C.  CaldweU,  John  Campbdl,  Cor, 
Casy,  CUfTord,  Clinton,  Coles^  UmA  A  Cmv, 
Crraa,  Cnsbing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Daris,  U>ic 
Dean,  Dote,  John  0.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  Fan,  lii 
Q.  Floyd,  Thanus  F.  Foster,  flamble.  Gen;,  Giba, 
William  0.  Goode,  Gordon,  Qnatiite,  Gwbt.  Ei)» 
sham,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hhs,  Hohnss,  H((ti« 
Houck,  fionston,  HnbaciL  Hunter,  C  J.  b^ 
Cava  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonea,  Lewis,  linMl 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McCMlan,)liiKu,lU- 
Icry,  John  Thomson  Hasan,  MediU,  HiDw,  Sttttri. 
Oliver,  Psrmenter,  Payne,  FlDBier,  Pitifil,  B<^ 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rigga,  Rogen,  Saandm,  At. 
Shields,  Wdliam  Smith,  Steenrod,  Jacob  Tkn^a. 
Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wattenoa,  VOr, 
James  W.  WilUama,  Wiae,  and  Wood— M. 

Mr,  AxDBKwa,  of  K«itnoky,mowd  a  w» 
sideration  of  the  vote  just  takw;  bid  iv 
motion  was  n^eoted. 


SiTtntDAT,  August  ST. 
The  Dittribulitm  AeL 

The  bin  which  had  passed  the  How  rtp* 
Ing  the  eth  section  of  the  distribution  »«. "« 
suspends  the  operation  of  said  act,  when  it  (W 
l>e  neeeesary  to  lay  a  higher  tale  rf  datj  lie 
20  p«r  cent,  to  support  the  Gorannnait  •* 
taken  up,  and  read  the  flnt  time;  and  * 
question  bein^  "ShaU  the  bfU  be  rwd  * 
second  time,  with  a  view  to  reference' 

Messrs.  Woodbcby  and  Auxs  oljectM. 

The  Chaib  said,  objection  being  in««> « 
bill  cannot,  under  the  rale,  be  read  a  sbsoJ 
time  to-day.  .     .  _^ 

Mr.  OEirrasnmr  submitted  whetbw Ji  •« 
not  unusual  to  olflect  to  the  reading  «  »»^ 
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vith  II  Tiew  to  reference,  wbea  the  effbct  of  it 
migfat  be  to  defeat  the  bUL 

llr.  Allen'  said  if  it  was  a  matter  of  feeling 
ind  coortesf,  he  oertunly  wooid  not  interpoee 
objections.  Bat  this  was  an  important  mea*- 
nre  vhiofa  had  agitated  the  ooontry  for  a  long 
time,  and  he  thon^t  it  his  duty  to  endeavor, 
br  M  meaoa  in  his  power  nnder  the  rule,  to 
ddutit 

The  Senate  havInK,  on  motion  of  Ur. 
Etihs,  taken  np  the  bill  to  proride  rerenae 
from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  oxist- 
fUE  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
otaer  purposes — the  auestion  pending  being 
OQ  ordering  the  amenomenta  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading, — 

Ui.  BuoHASAJi  sud  he  owed  it  to  his  own 
pecnliar  position  in  relation  to  this  bill,  ai  well 
as  to  the  importance  of  the  interests  which  it  iu- 
Tolred,  to  addreee  the  Senate  for  a  few  min- 
ntes  upon  the  sobjeot  nnder  oon^eration.  He 
had  never  felt  himself  placed  in  a  more  embar- 
rassing po<Mon  than  wtA  which  he  occupied 
at  the  present  moment.  In  tbia  situation  be 
bad  anxionsif  endeavored  to  discover  the  path 
of  doty;  and  having^  as  be  believed,  succeeded, 
be  bad  determined  to  tread  it,  without  fear  of 
coiueqnenoes. 

Sir,  (oontinned  Ur.  R,)  the  only  altematiTes 
now  preaented  to  the  Benate,  are  whether  we 
tbail  pass  this  bill,  or  leave  the  country  in  its 
present  deplorable  condition  I  Every  subHti- 
tnte  prcnioaed  for  the  bill  has  biled ;  and  it  is 
morally  impoasible  that  any  other  tneaaure  can 
now  be  introdnoed  in  ite  stead,  with  the  least 
hope  of  ancceea.  The  last  hour  of  the  session 
is  ropidljr  approaching ;  and  we  must  speedily 
resolve  either  to  pass  the  present  bill,  or  to  do 
nothing. 

In  what  I  int«nd  to  say,  I  shall  stndioasly 
refrain  from  arousing  any  political  or  personal 
feeling ;  but  shall  be  content  simply  to  place 
myseU  in  that  position  before  my  own  oonsti- 
tnenta    and   the  ooontry   where  I  desire  to 

Let  VM  then,  for  a  few  moments,  consider 
the  two  horns  of  the  dilemma — the  two  alter- 
natives preewited  to  the  Senate.  If  yon  shall 
at^onm  without  passing  any  bill,  what  will  be 
the  oonseifaenoeB)  In  the  flnit  place,  yon  will 
then  coatmne,  and  most  probably  perpetuate, 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  aeveral  States.  This  is  inevi- 
table, if  yon  shonld  not  raise  dnttes  on  imports 
above  twenty  per  cenL  Now,  sir,  whilat  I 
fr««Iy  accord  to  my  Whig  friends  Uie  ntmost 
honeatr  of  purpose  in  clinging  to  this  distribn- 
tioo,  they  will  allow  me  credit  tor  an  eqnal 
d^ree  of  uncerity,  when  I  declare  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  one  of  the  most  unwise — nay, 
dangeroos — meaanrea  which  has  ever  been 
adopted  by  Congress.  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into  the  general  qaesldon  at  present— having 
olread;-,  (hiring  the  present  aesuon,  folly  pre- 
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Bent«d   my  views   upon    the    subject.    Thus 
much,  however,  I  shall  declare — tliat,  if  we 

Saander  away  our  most  magnificent  inheritance 
the  public  lands,  it  Is  my  firm  belief  that 
we  ana  our  descendants  wilt  regret  the  deed 
to  the  latest  posterity.  WbllBt  we  retain  this 
gioriooa  fond,  pnrcbased  by  the  toils  and  blood 
of  onr  revolutionary  ancestors, — let  foreign 
war  come  when  it  may ;  let  our  commerce  be 
swept  &om  the  ocean  by  a  superior  naval 
power ;  and  let  there  no  longer  be  any  revenue 
from  onstoma, — atill  shall  we  have  a  never-fail- 
ing resource  in  the  revenue  from  the  poblio 
lands  to  assure  onr  independence  and  onr 
safety.  This  conaideration  alone  is  anfficiently 
powerfnl  to  induce  me  to  voto  for  almost  any 
bill  which  would  arrest  this  fatal  distribntion. 
I  would  consider  almoet  any  bill  (and,  in 
several  particulars,  I  dislike  thia  bill  as  mnoh 
as  any  Benatur  on  this  floor)  a  triumph  which 
shall  restore  the  land  fund  to  the  treaaary  of 
the  United  States,  and  settle  this  agitating 
question.  I  introdnce  this  subject,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  political  debate,  but  for 
that  of  presenting  myself  in  my  true  attitude 
before  the  people  of  the  country. 

Again :  if  we  adjourn  without  passing  any 
bill,  what  will  be  the  condition  in  whico  we 
ehali  leave  the  treasury  of  onr  conntir  I  Why, 
sir,  many  of  the  ablest  lawyers  tbronghont 
the  Union,  as  well  as  a  large  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  hold  the  opinion  that  there 
is  now  no  law  In  existence  under  which  any 
revenue  can  be  collected.  Thia  is  the  almost  uni- 
versal opinion  of  the  Whig  party;  audit  isalso 
tiie  opinion  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Oalbooh,)  on  whose  judgment  I  am  dia- 
poeed  to  place  great  reliance.  This,  I  confess, 
la  not  iny  opinion ;  but  experience  has  taught 
me  to  distrust  my  own  judgment,  especially 
.0^  legal  questions,  when  it  cornea  in  confliut 
with  t^  of  wiser  and  abler  men.  Should 
they  prove  to  be  right — if  we  acljoum  without 
passing  any  bill,  we  ahall  fix  a  deep  and  dia- 
gracefoi  blot  upon  the  character  of  the  conntry, 
which  time  could  not  efiace. 

Bat,  even  suppose  it  should  hereafter 
be  decided  that  duties  can  be  cidlected  under 
existing  taws:  the  consequences  would  be  al' 
most  OS  appalling.  Every  dollar  of  duty  which 
ia  now  paUj  is  pud  under  protest ;  an^  to  say 
the  least,  tt  is  extremely  doubtful  whether 
every  cent  of  revenue  that  is  now  received  at 
the  CQstom-honse  most  not  eventnolly  be  re- 
funded. The  whole  scanty  and  deficient  rev- 
enue of  the  Government  is  now  in  litigation  ; 
and  if  we  should  adjourn  without  passing  any 
bill,  will  continue  to  be  in  litigation;  andnoman 
knows  what  will  be  the  resnIL  Thia  is  the 
condition  of  the  treasury  of  our  country  at  the 
present  moment.  Now,  sir,  is  this  a  condition 
that  any  man—any  American  citiaen— any 
Amerioon  patriot — can  contemplate  without 
feelinss  of  shame,  mortification,  and  sorrow  t 

And  how  stands  our  national  credit  at  the 
present  momentt    In  that  alyect  postim  to 
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which  our  recUeas  conrse  has  redaoed  it  Sir, 
Miblio  oredit  Is  tlie  very  lifebtood  of  the  nation. 
To  restore  it,  ire  oogtat  to  make  eveiy  saorifioe 
ooruistent  vrith  honor.  We  had  ever  miin- 
t^ed  our  credit  nosnllied,  from  the  time 
when  we  eprang  into  eiistence  as  a  Dation, 
until  the  period  when  iinfortDaate  diaaeDaiona 
arose  between  the  dominant  party  and  the 
President.  JTow,  our  treasmy  ia  insolvent ; 
the  publio  creditors  have  large  demands  against 
it,  which  it  is  nnable  to  meet;  the  state  of 
things  is  daily  growing  worse;  and  there  is 
even  danger  that  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  wholly  suspended :  and  yet  we 
propose  to  adjonm,  leaving  the  conntry  in 
this  fearftil,  this  deplorable  condition.  Bad, 
indeed,  mnrt  be  the  bill  presented  before  me, 
If  it  be,  as  it  is  in  this  case,  the  only  alternative 
for  these  evils,  for  which  I  ahonld  not  vote.  I 
oonfess  I  shrink  &om  the  respOTiiribility  of  re- 
cording my  veto  against  this  bill,  when  its  &te 
nay,  and  most  probably  will,  depend  npon  my 
■ingle  voloft 

I  have  never,  In  the  whole  coarse  of  my 
lift,  read  any  publloation  with  deeper  feelings 
of  morUfloation  than  an  extract  from  an  article 
In  a  London  psper,  which  I  have  jnst  seen  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  Thnrsday  last  In 
what  estimation  is  the  credit  of  this  great  and 
glorious  Republic  now  held  on  the  other  (dde 
of  the  Atlantiot  That  proad  and  arrogant 
nation,  to  whom  yon  have  sent  a  special  mes- 
senger to  beg  for  a  loan  to  snpply  yonr  ex- 
hansted  treasury,  has  received  yonr  message 
with  contempt  and  scorn.  The  language  of 
the  article  ia  ao  strong  and  so  nitjnst,  Uiat  I 
shall  not  repeat  it  in  the  American  Senate. 
Yonr  messenger  is  treated  with  contempt,  when 
he  presents  himself  before  the  British  capitalist 
He  Is  told  that  the  credit  both  of  the  States 
which  compose  the  Union,  and  of  the  Dnion 
itself,  is  so  low,  that  no  money  can  be  borrowed 
npon  the  pledged  f^th  of  the  United  States. 
InthepnUioJoamsl*.  capitalists  are  forewarned 

X'nat  bim,  and  cantioued  not  to  render  them- 
es the  dupes  of  onr  Government.  And  tliis 
in  England  I  How  mortifying  to  the  honest 
pride  ot  every  tme-bearted  American ! 

Kow,  I  maintain  that  the  first  duty  of  an 
American  statesman  is  to  make  any  honorable 
aacrifice  of  opinion  which  may  be  necessary  to 
■astsin  the  credit  and  character  of  his  conntry. 
Without  the  passage  of  this  very  bill— for  we 
can  obtain  no  other — wa  shall  be  disgraced  at 
home,  and  still  more  disgraced  abroad.  With- 
ont  it,  we  descend  from  oar  lofty  elevation,  and 
tarnish  that  high  character  whioh  it  Is  onr 
doty  to  maintain  at  every  sacrifice. 

Hnt  the  worst  has  not  yet  arrived.  If  Con- 
gress should  adjonni  without  passing  any 
revenne  bill,  after  having  already  appropriated 
twenty-fonr  millions  of  dollars,  in  what  condi- 
tion will  the  Government  itself  be  plooeil?  It 
will  be  destitnte  of  the  means  to  meet  yonr  own 
appropriations ;  and  it  may  not  even  be  able  to 
keep  yonr  navy  afloat,  ortopay  the  offlceraand 
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soldiers  of  the  army.  We  shsll  Itan  Wal 
ns  a  bankmpt  treasury,  and  shsll  raantooi 
to  meet  a  mined  pe<q)Ie.  With  whii  jo;  oA 
disastrons  events  woold  be  bailed  byibens- 
mies  of  onr  free  insttailions  Ihranj^mt  thi 
worldl  whilst  the  friends ^  freeikn is mrj 
land,  who  hare  besD  looking  to  our  osqiia 
their  star  of  hope  amidst  the  ^a«n  rf  UfM- 
ism,  wonld  receive  the  dismsl  mtdli(«aoi«iA 
the  most  melancholy  forebodiDp. 

Without  advertjog  fnrtiier  to  the  NndMoaii 
which  we  should  leave  ibe  tnmarj  ud  ik 
Government  of  oar  country,  letna  t^its^ 
glance  at  the  consequences  to  Isige  disu  i 
our  beet  and  most  nsefnl  dtiiens.  If  jon  pa 
no  bill,  yon  will  min  a  very  lai^  parfimdii 
the  me^anics  and  artisans  thnwgtmtf  tt* 
oonntry.  These  are  not  to  be  amnud  tj 
hundreds  or  by  thousands;  bntbyhniidndial 
thousands ;  and  for  intolligenos  and  dmiia 
to  country,  they  are  not  surpassedbjanrite 
class  in  the  community.  They  eatn  Ibtir  iij 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  Akc,  and  sn  Mi 


entitled  to  onr  sympathy  and  U 
the  unitbrm  twenty  per  cent,  ad  niormtt] 
of  the  compromise  taw,  they  nvt  ilsaic 
their  bowness,  or  be  deprived  ot  empli^iMa 
I  have  been  informed,  from  nDmnm  oi 
anthentio  sonrcea,  that  sore  dittrex  sbd; 
prevails  among  them,  especially  is  osr  Inp 
Atlantio  cities;  eaA  that  their  ira^b 
the  nest  winter  are  terrible.  lbs  pn*  rf 
mechanical  labor  is  much  cheaper  in  Einq* 
than  in  this  comitry;  and,  therefoK,  If  T" 
impose  no  higher  rate  of  du^  ofW  tlco^ 
up  article,  than  npon  the  matensl of  *^** 
is  composed,  you  must  destroy  tb^  lewf* 
Impose  the  same  rate  of  duty  »imb  ft»op 
cloth  and  npon  ready-made  cl(itlibf-<F<i 
foreign  leather  and  upon  boots  and  s^^?^ 
yonr  tailors  and  shoemakers  have  so  iaeim 
protection  whatever.  And  wbjl  Sia» 
notwithstandinK  yonr  dnty,  their  lrf»oro"f 
into  equal  and  direet  competitJOB  viA  >* 
pauper  labor  of  foreign  cofrntciM,  lol  * 
shall  be  supplied  with  ready-made  eiolbisf  M 
with  boots  and  shoes  from  abroad,  ^1^ 
irioes  than  they  can  by  possibility  be  sfii»"»» 
lome.  I  might  greauy  extend  Ikn  lt<  s 
.neohanics,  by  adverting  to  luttets,  "^'U' 
and  other  tradesmen ;  but  I  foiiesr.  ^w 
ever,  then,  may  be  your  duty  npoo  Ih»  i"* 
which  these  mechanics  work  np,  jm  "• 
discriminate  by  imposing  a  higher  doij  «r]* 
the  article  when  prepared  for  vm  ^T  "* 
foreign  mechanic,  or  yoo  must  deprive  chu^ 
mer.hanioe  of  employroeot  ■  8i«i  *  "* 
wonld  be  deprecated  by  every  Sessior  ^ 
this  floor.  The  present  bill  makw  Uw  w* 
sarr  discrimination.  .. 

I  ahall  notnow  dwell  Upon  thedi*ts("tw 
wonld  be  produced  throughout  my  •■"  ** 
among  the  laboring  da«sa  who  kaw  k*^ 
fore  found  employment  at  our  nmienwj^ 
naoes  and  forges,  and  in  onr  eoal-miwa  *«■ 
thrir  habits  of  Ufa,  they  are  in  a  gisai  iW* 
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mdtted  fbr  otlier  emplojrmenti ;  uid  ereo  if 
thii  wers  Dot  the  case,  there  is  so  denuDd  for 
Ihur  labm  in  »aj  other  paniuit  Uj  heart 
Bcjcau  at  the  proepeot  of  axaerj  and  diatress 
which  will  TiBlt  them  and  their  fanulies 
Umariioat  the  approuhing  winter,  if  no  bill 
ilioaldpuB.  Bat  I  have  heretofore  sdvnted 
la  thti  mlfject  more  at  large,  and  shall  not 
farther  pnrane  it  U  the  presenL 
I  hiTB  thus  tualilf  aketohed  one  side  of  the 

r'etnre ;  and  now  let  me  hasten  to  tlie  other, 
admit,  most  obeerfall;,  that  the  bill  b  ei- 
tnngant  in  the  protection  whioh  it  afforda ; 
ind,  in  Kinie  instoncea,  is  altogether  prohibi- 
(otT.  It  is  a  bill  of  which  I  do  not  approve, 
md  for  Thich  1  wonld  not  vote,  were  it  not 
:  Ibr  the  present  nnparallsled  condition  of  the 
uiatlngUw,  the  trsssnrjr,  nod  the  coontry.  I 
hid  earnestlr  hoped  that  it  might  be  modified 
.  Kid  ameoded  bj  the  Senate  in  BQoh  a  manner 
as  to  render  it  more  acceptable ;  but  in  this  I 
:  have  been  ntterlf  disappoioled.  No  redaction 
I  of  dotiea  whatever  haa  been  made  npon  anj  of 
)  the  proteeted  artidea,  with  the  exception  of 
iron— an  article  in  which  Pennsjlvania  is  deep- 
,  ly  interested — and  one  cent  per. sqnare  yard  on 
cotten-bagging,  Tha  duties  upon  hammered, 
roUed,  and  pig  iron  have  been  reduced  consid- 
eraU;  below  the  standard  of  the  act  of  1682 ; 
but  of  this  I  do  not  complain.  I  do  not  desire 
that  any  raanQfaotnre  of  Pennaylvania  ahonld 
be  protected  by  a  prohibitory  dnty.  All  I  aak 
ia  that  anoh  Incidental  protection  may  be 
afforded  aa  will  enable  the  manafactnrer  to 
live.  I  ask  no  more,  notwithstandiag  tbe  an- 
nual value  of  iron  and  its  mann&otnrei  alone, 
produced  in  that  State,  has  been  eatJmat«d,  by 
those  who  understand  the  snbjeot,  at  more 
than  twenty-one  millioaa  of  dollars — a  greater 
amount  than  the  whole  valne  of  cotton  pro- 
duced ia  any  State  of  this  Union.  No  Senator 
an  suppose  that  I  would  patiently  witness  the 
sacrifice  of  such  a  vast  interest  in  my  native 
State.  The  duty  on  iron  in  bars  ia  so  far  from 
bdng  prohibitory,  that  in  1889,  when  it  was 
nearly  the  same  as  it  woald  be  nnder  tha  pres- 
ent bill,  it  alone  yielded  to  the  treasury  more 
than  fwo  millions  of  dollars.  I  venture  to 
predict  that  bar  iron,  nnder  this  bill,  (should  it 
become  a  law,)  will  yield  a  greater  amount  of 
revenue,  in  a  ^r  proportion,  than  any  other 
articlB  ia  tha  whole  catalogue.  Sir,  most  of 
tlie  other  great  interests  of  the  country  have 
received  a  great,  and  many  of  them  a  greater, 
protection  than  was  aSbrded  them  under  the 
act  of  1SS3.  I^  thereforss  I  were  to  look  at 
this  bill  ia  a  section^  point  of  view ;  or  if  it 
were  pressated  to  me  in  any  other  aspect  tlian 
as  a  meaoH  of  saving  the  country  from  impend- 
ing distreBB,Ishotdamostcertainly  vote  against 
its  engroaament. 

Vr.  CHoan  observed  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  occupy  mtwe  than  ten  minntesof  tiie 
tJme  of  the  Senate.  He  would  briefly  state  the 
s  which  had  bronght  him  to  the  conclu- 
!  voting  for  this  bill.    He  felt  ntJoiced 


that,  as  a  Whig  and  a  politician,  he  coold  sup- 
port this  measure  as  a  parely  Whig  measnre. 
He  oonld  not  hail  it  with  the  same  exultation 
as  if  it  were  in  its  original  sliape ;  but  such  as 
it  was,  he  took  it  as  the  beat  that  could  now 
be  effected.  It  would  do  much,  even  now,  at 
the  eleventb  hour,  in  its  efTecta  on  the  industry 
of  the  country ;  and  aa  a  measure  of  relief  to 
tbe  Oovemmeat,  to  reanimate  and  reassure  tha 
Whig  party. 

He  could  not,  however,  exult  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsrlvania ;  for  that  which  waa 
a  source  of  exaltation  with  that  Senator,  was 
to  him  and  his  friends  a  great  sacrifice.  Tha 
Senator  from  Pennsflvania  was  consoled  in 
voting  for  this  bill,  becanse  it  defeated  the 
great  Whig  measure  of  distribution.  But  he 
(Ur.  C.)  derived  consolation — not,  indeed,  from 
the  same  source,  for  no  one  could  deplore  more 
than  he  did  tha  necessity  of  aacriflcmg  distri- 
bution— but  from  the  fact  that,  instead  of  tbe 
Whig  party  being  defeated  in  two  measures — 
purely  Whig  meosares — it  would  sncceed  in 
carrying  one,  at  least;  and  that  one  wonld  have 
the  effect  of  cheering  many  a  drooping  heart, 
and  gladdening  many  a  fireside,  where  misery 
and  destitution  now  prevail.  Rdoiced  would 
he  have  been  if  both  measures  conld  have  been 
achieved;  but  as  it  was  no  longer  doubtful  that 
to  insist  apon  both  was  to  defeat  both,  he  was 
satisfied  that  true  policy  required  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  one,  for  Uie  sake  of  seanring  the 
blesNnga  of  the  other.  Aa  it  was  come  to  a 
choice  between  them,  it  oould  he  considered 
no  detriment  to  the  measnre  of  distribntion  to 
say  that  its  immediate  coosummation  waa  leat 
urgent  than  the  measure  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate. This  ia  urgent  and  indispensable ;  it  is  aa 
indispensable  dut; ;  the  Government  cannot 
exist  withoat  it ;  the  langniahing  and  prostrate 
industry  of  the  country  must  perish,  if  it  is  not 
passed.  It  may  not  be  every  thing  the  country 
wishes  for  and  wants ;  hut  it  is  something ;  and 
that  something  is  important,  and  will  effect 
mnch  good.  Il  is,  besides,  all  that  can,  at  this 
momentous  orisis,  be  obtained ;  and  these  were 
reasons  sufficient  to  influence  him,  and  satisfy 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  to  support  tt.  All 
mnst  see  the  importance  of  the  crisis.  A 
whole  session  of  unexampled  length  had  passed 
away,  without  any  thing  efficient  having  been 
done  to  accomplish  the  great  and  leading  hnsi- 
ness  of  the  session — tbe  a^jostment  of  the 
tariff. 

This  was  the  great  work  whioh  tbe  county 
expected  at  the  bands  of  the  Whig  party.  It 
had  not  been  neglected,  though  delajed  till  a 
late  period  of  the  session,  but  even  then,  what 
had  been  done  had  been  rendered  nugatory  by 
a  power  they  could  not  controL  The  desire  tA 
carrj  two  concurrent  measures  was  said  to  be 
the  cause  of  this  future.  A  different  aspect  of 
things  was  then  presentod.  Things  shonld  be 
viewed  as  they  really  stood.  The  Govemmsnt 
was  in  a  state  of  destitution;  there  was  no 
revenue,  fbr  the  Whig  party,  which  hod  tits 
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m^oritj  in  Oongresa,  believed  there  was  no 
existing  1&W  for  t£e  collection  of  revenDe ;  pnb- 
lie  credit  vaa  depressed  and  nnaYulable ;  the 
Industrial  clasaes  were  in  danceT  of  being  ro- 
duced  to  ntter  destitution ;  haa  one  great  and 
beneficent  measure  could  reaciinate  and  reiii~ 
Tigorate  tbem  alL  Who,  tbcii,  could  donbt 
that  it  was  a  duty  to  aacriflce  much  for  the 
attainment  of  that  great  meaBore  of  relief  t  It 
was  a  measure  dne  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  conotry  alike. 

Ur.  MaamoK,  in  replj  to  the  appeal  made  to 
him  by  the  Senator  from  Maaaoohnsetta,  ob- 
eerved  that,  according  to  his  understanding, 
that  Senator  took  an  eironeons  view  of  the 
Babject,  and  neglectod  to  look  at  the  other  side 
tif  the  pictnre,  in  which  his  (Hr.  Ubbbick'b) 
constituents  were  represented.  He  had  for- 
gotten to  consider  them,  in  the  deep  sympathy 
and  interest  which  he  folt  for  the  mdustry  (^ 
his  oonstituenta.  What  is  this  bill  ?  It  is  a 
bin  to  tax  the  interests  of  the  agricultarlsts  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mannfacttirers.  TJiis  the 
agricntturista  were  willing  to  bear,  tf  they  had 
bat  their  share  of  the  benefits;  but  do  not  cast 
on  tbem  the  necessity  of  swallowing  the  whole 
bitter  draught,  and  refoee  to  share  with  them 
the  sweets. 

The  Ohaib  then  pnt  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
amendments  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time?" — when  the  yeas 
'and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Hr,  WmoBT  said  he  rose,  not  to  make  a 
speech,  bnt  to  declare  that  he  was  ohont  to 
record  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bUl— a  declara- 
tion which,  it  pdned  him  to  know,  wonld  carry 
disappointment  and  sorrow  to  the  minds  <A 
many  of  bis  moat  respected  and  esteemed 
friends,  both  in  and  out  of  this  halL  It  had 
been  his  habit,  as  it  had  been  his  pleosore  and 
pride,  to  act  with  his  political  friends ;  aud  he 
oould  not  describe  the  reluotance  under  which 
he  now  found  himself  compelled  to  separate 
ttom  them.  Tet,  after  the  most  mature  and 
anxious  reflection,  he  had  come  to  the  conolu- 
Bion  that  it  was  his  dnty  to  vote  for  this  meas- 
ure, because  ho  assumed  that  thia  bill  must 
pass  in  the  form  it  now  bears,  or  that  no  rev- 
enue law  can  pass  at  the  present  sosBion.  If 
lie  was  correct  in  this  assamption,  then  he 
oonld  not  avoid  the  conclusion  he  had  ao- 
sounoed  ;  and  he  did  not  suppose  there  was  a^ 
single  member  of  either  House  of  Confess 
who  sanposed  for  a  moment  that,  if  this  bill  be 
1-qectcd  upon  this  vote,  any  further  attempt  is 
to  be  made,  at  this  session,  to  pass  a  revecne 
bill.  The  alternative  presented,  then,  is  this 
bill  or  none ;  and  the  deep  and  deliberate  con- 
viction of  his  mind  was,  that  this  bill  shoald 
[lass,  bad  and  loaded  with  defects  as  he  be- 
leved  it  to  be,  rather  than  that  none  should 
pass. 

A  collateral  consideration  bad  sreatly 
troabled  him  in  aasentisg  to  this  oondusion. 
His  first  service  In  Congress  was  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Hano&ctiires  of  the  House 


of  Bepresentativea,  during  tbe  aarantf  1ST 
and  1BS8,  when  he  assisted  to  fomi,  and  loM 
for,  the  tariff  biU  of  1838,  vUch  bts  tm  m 
extensively  denominated  "  the  Irill «(  imi- 
nations."  He  was  then  wholly  iritboK  h- 
perience  in  l^slation  of  this  dsss  tad  dorss 
ter ;  bnt  his  experience  fimn  that  tokt  hi 
tauKht  him  the  trath  of  the  adage,  that  "na^ 
evil  deeds  follow  them."  He  becanwvwjwa 
convinced  that  he  had  committed  a  greit  ma 
npon  that  occasion,  and  it  was  poraiUe  hem 
aboat  to  commit  another  as  greit  imr,  b 
grieved  him  to  know  and  fed  Qui  mj 
friends  within  the  reach  of  his  voio^  irbM 
Judgment  be  most  highly  respected,  indwint 
good  opinions  were  most  valoaUe  to  Im 
wonld  so  look  upon  his  present  vote.  Hioril 
not.  The  occasions  appeared  to  bin  to  V 
whoHy  dissimilar.  The  tariff  of  im  n 
avowedly  passed  for  protection ;  snd  if  » 
nderations  of  revenue  had  any  connediMTifl 
it,  they  were  only  incidental  to  the  mei  ot 
jeot  of  protection,  lliere  was  do  taa^ 
of  want  at  the  treasury  ;  no  alleged  bmwij 
for  increased  revennes;  and  no  blcniak  ^ 
the  public  credit,  so  far  as  his  ncdhUM 
aerved  him.  Not  so  now,  but  preoMJj  b 
reverse  in  all  these  rejects.  The  treawr' 
empty ;  and  almost  dauy  the  public  ar^ 
are  turned  away  from  it  without  pijMi 
Thia  very  Congress  has  increased,  and  is  M; 
increasing  the  public  expenditorea.  and  tli 
creating  the  necessity  for  increasea  n"~" 

And  the  public  I      '" 

en ;  so  that  loo 

time,  cannot  tx 

npon  the  declarefT  reason  that  »- 

revenues  to  meet  the  payment  of  Iht  p» 

liabilities.  , 

These  cbanKea  of  clrcnmstanees  Mosfiti** 
in  his  mind,  lie  highest  necessity  for  ■  f™* 
law,  and  forced  upon  bim,  vaiec  Ibe  i* 
solemn  sense  of  pubno  duty,  tiiecooweofifli' 
which  he  proposed  to  pursue,  AD  b«  **" 
ask  of  the  friends  who  ahonid  differ  fim  so- 
Bad  believe  him  to  be  still  in  error,  »«  4* 
they  woold  believe  bim  to  be  govMnrf  (7!^ 
motives ;  and  if  in  error,  to  be  honwdy  »■  * 
owed  it  to  those  friends,  as  well  as  to  hhnM* 
make  another  remarit;  which  was,  that  tb«c«* 
qnenoes  of  his  action,  if  evil,  should  be  risitw^ 
on  himself.and  upon  himself  alone;  ssDoSi*'- 
here  or  elsewhere,  had  interfered  to  bring  bin" 
the  conolnsion  he  had  pronounced.  M«."*J 
dear  friends,  whose  Jnflgmonti,  upon  »in»<a 
occasions,  ho  valued  more  highly  thw  ^^"'r 
had  kindly  attempted  to  convince  to  J* 
was  in  erroi^not  one  to  urge  him  to  giw  « 
vote.  _^ 

After  what  had  been  said,  and  so  ««■  «?■ 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pttus?!'^ 
(Mr,  Bdobanah)  upon  the  subject  of  oifflw 
tion,  and  the  condition  of  the  treasfflT,  iM  « 
the  pnblio  credit,  as  connected  with  the  p^ 
of  this  bill,  he  snonld  be  rtqmni  W  ««; 
to  allnde  to  those  topics,  altbon^  tip"  "" 


e  necessity  tor  mcreaseu  rerami 
iblio  credit  is  not  sinking,  but  (^* 
i  loons,  at  high  interest  aid  «lknr 
)t  be  negotiated  at  home  or  ihnK 
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letUd  tus  BOtioD.  It  was  known  to  the  Senate 
that  be  had  enterttdoed  deep  feeling  agunat 
the  poliof  of  diatribation  in  aaj  form,  or  for 
IS/ pnrpoae ;  and  it  eert^nlr  was  a  powerful 
ukI  jBoaiiig  inducemeat  with  him  to  vote  for 
this  bill,  tl^t  its  effect  was  to  be  to  arrest,  and, 
be  hoped,  to  eradicate  forever,  that  policy. 
He  begged  to  be  believed  in  the  aasertion  that, 
in  ipeaking  of  distribution  with  the  frankneaa 
snd  plainness  which  this  occasion  required,  ho 
did  not  desisD  to  utter  one  word  which  would 
ironnd  the  foeliogs  of  a  single  individual  ouaoj 
aide  of  the  Uoose.  He  knew  there  were  maaj 
as  hoDBstlj  and  gtronglj  friendly  to  the  policy, 
S3  be  was  honestly  and  strongly  opposea  to  it. 
It  was  bis  intention,  npon  dl  occasions,  t« 
award  to  others  that  credit  for  sincerity  and 
purity  of  purpose,  whinh  he  now  asked  from 
them;  and  he  certainly  now  felt  the  heavy 
responwbility  resting  npon  him  too  sensibly  to 
entertain  unkind  feelings,  or  to  give  ntteranoe 
to  unUnd  words,  towards  any  one. 

Ifr.  VooDBURT  spoke  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows; 

"Were  we  all  pursuing  one  end  by  different 
node^  it  would  be  proper,  in  this  great  exigen- 
cy, to  nutke  mere  form  yield  to  substance.  It 
would,  sir,  be  manly  and  patriotic  to  relinquish 
any  diveieity  of  opinion  about  means — if  all 
legal  in  themselves — in  order  to  attain  one 
important  and  oommou  object.  Nor  would  I, 
for  one,  in  each  a  case,  be  behind  either  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  or  the  Senator  from 
Penosyivaiiia,  in  such  a  public  saoriflce, 

Bnt,  uafortnnately,  that  is  not  the  condi^on 
of  the  momentous  question  before  ns.  From 
the  start,  sir,  it  has  been  the  deplorable  policy 
of  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  seek,  not  one  end 
or  object,  bnt  three :  and  those  three  involving 
priQcipies  of  cardinal  importance,  rather  than 
being  different  modes  or  means  of  subordinate 
consequence  to  attain  a  single  purpose.  Those 
three  objects  are,  first,  to  procure  revenue  to 
discharge  the  ordinary  obligations  of  the  treas- 
nty,  ana  rescne  pnblio  credit  from  its  present 
sbaraeful  depreciation ;  next,  to  give  direct, 
high,  and  exclusive  protection  to  manufooturea ; 
and,  last,  to  assume,  through  distribution,  a 
por^n  of  the  existing  State  debts.  There  is 
no  Qse  ia  circnm  locution  or  ooncealment. 
These  have  all  been — these  are  all  now  essen- 
tiil  ends  connected  with  the  present  measnre. 
I  sliall  not  add — as  to  any  of  them — that  they 
lire  bad  ends  in  the  opinion  of  their  friends ; 
though,  in  my  own  opinion,  all  are,  in  them- 
selves, incompetent  and  illegitimatB  for  the 
Gcnend  Government  to  pursue,  except  the 
first.  That  is  a  paramount  oUoct  on  this  em- 
barrassing occasion ;  and,  indeed,  to  procure 
rerenne  uionld  be  the  only  object  in  a  Dili  en< 
titled  like  this—"  A  bill  to  raise  revenue." 

If  it  is  also  constitutional  and  expedient  for 
ns  virtually  to  assnme  State  debts  to  the  extent 
of  three  or  four  millions,  why  is  it  not  att^ipt- 
ed  in  a  separate,  independent  measure !  'Why 
this  logrolling,  and  oombinatiou  or  bargaiidng, 
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which  nnitea  in  one  bill  heterogeneous  and 
irrelevant  sntgeots,  and  makes  the  sucoees  of 
one  dependent  on  the  success  or  ftulure  of  an- 
other t  If  you  have  a  right  to  assnme  State 
debts,  and  have  the  means  to  spare  for  it  fa 
these  distressed  times,  why  not  do  it  open^, 
and  not  under  oover  of  a  distribation  of  a  but- 
pins,  when  no  surplus  exists  t  So,  if  you  have 
the  right  to  give  prot«ction  to  one  branch  of 
industry,  as  a  legitimat«  constltulioDal  end  un- 
der the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
not  merely  as  an  Incidental  consequence  o£ 
duties  imposed  for  revenue,  why  not  maroh 
manfblly  to  such  protection  in  a  separate  bill  t 
Why  not,  as  in  France,  expressly  prohibit  what 
comes  from  abroad,  and  competes  with  oar 
manufacturea,  wliioh  it  is  deemed  so  important 
to  cherish?  Why  not  add,  likewise,  direct 
bonnties  in  other  cases,  whero  found  necessaT]'' 
to  sustain  them  ?  That  would  at  least  be  intel- 
ligible, aboveboard,  and  the  country  would  see 
and  understand  what  Congress  was  really  do- 
ing ;  and  that  policy  woold  not,  as  in  this  case, 
bj  an  nnnatoral  combination,  embarrass,  or 
endanger  the  only  avowed  object  of  this  meas- 
ure on  its  fuce — which  is,  to  raise  revenoa.  I 
do  not  impute  this  to  any  one  as  a  defflgned 
wrong ;  bnt  merely  state  facts,  and  compl^ 
of  their  bad  tendency.  This  state  of  things, 
therefore,  developes  a  case  where  gentlemen 
are  not  called  on  to  field  up  forms  for  anb- 
Btanc«,  as  most  of  ns  would  cheerfully  do  in 
connection  with  either  of  the  three  great  objects 
in  the  bill,  if  they  stood  alone.  Bnt  it  is  a  case 
where  we  are  required  to  give  np  some  one  or 
two  great  end^  in  order  to  secnre  another; 
and  are  thus  obliged  to  examine  and  decide 
whether  any  end  we  obtain  by  the  bill,  is  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  Jnstify  our  voting  for 
other  parts  of  it  which  we  dislike  and  oppose. 

This  is  the  conflict  and  embarrassment.  The 
whole  secret  has  been  inadvertently  disclosed 
in  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Uassachnsetts.  Manifestly,  he  deems  the  idgk 
protection  in  the  bill  to  mann&ctores,  of  more 
importance  than  either  distribntion  or  revenue, 
or  both  combined.  Hence,  there  is  do  wonder 
that  he  should  vote  for  it,  though  be  loses 
thereby  the  other  dcdrable  yet  subordinate 
end  of  distribution;  and  lessens  also,  some- 
what, the  still  other  (yot^  in  his  view,  leas 
vital)  end  of  revenue,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  other  gentlemen,  who 
deem  distribution  and  the  partial  assumpticm 
of  State  debts  by  it,  paramount  to  all  other 
considerations,  either  in  a  party  or  public  view, 
will  vote  ogunst  the  whole  bill,  because  it  sna* 
pends  distnbotion. 

An  intermediate  class  of  gentlemen — like  Qt9 
Senator  from  New  York — deem  the  last  effect 
of  the  bill,  in  relinquishing  distribntion,  its 
greatest  merit ;  and  on  that  account  alone  are 
induced  to  vote  for  it,  conpled  with  the  oonsid- 
eration  that  it  secnres  the  coUeetioo  of  revenoa, 
when  now  donbtfiil,  and  may  be  eminently 
nseM  to  the  mflDofaotaring  interest. 
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Now,  rir,  if  I  ooindded  in  opinion  with 
either  of  these  cIsmm,  I  ahonld  have  voted 
with  one  of  them,  without  enilauAtion  or  de- 
I07  at  this  lexe  hoar.  But  as  I  do  not  coincide 
with  them,  a  minnte  or  two  more  of  the  indnl- 
geooe  of  tlie  Senato  is  asked,  to  define  my  own 
position,  aod  to  show  the  reasons  which  are  to 
me  conclusive  for  stiJI  opposing  the  bill. 

I  place  ont  of  view  entirely  the  consideration 
which  Hoema  to  inflnence  aome — that  we  are 
likelj  to  have  no  revenue  if  they  vote  sgainHt 
the  bill ;  becanse  the  biil  is  destined  to  pasii,  if 
every  Democrat  in  the  Senate  votes  ^unst  it. 
This  I  have  said  and  predicted  from  the  outset. 
It  secores  a  high  and  diacriminatii^  tariff  for 
manu&ctures ;  and  that  alone  is  safficient,  with 
most  of  tlie  majority  in  this  body — tlie  high- 
tariff  party — to  insure  it«  trinmph,  whatever 
may  be  its  violation  of  compromisea,  or  "~ 
temporary  effect  on  distribution.  Keit,  It 
cores  the  rightful  collection  of  revenue,  when 
now  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  doubtful ;  and  when 
the  imperative  duty  Las  been  devolved  on  them 
ever  since  last  June,  at  onoe  to  provide  for  that 
contingency,  if  nothing  else. 

But  why  a  Senator  should  vote  for  this  bill 
who  is  hostile  to  a  high  and  exclnsiva  system 

of  protection,  and  who  is  looking  to  reveni 

the  chief  object  that  oogbt  to  be  sought 
great  exigency  like  this,  of  a  bankmpt  treasury 
and  dishonored  national  credit,  is  to  me  inex- 

Iilicabte.  I  arraigu  the  motives  of  no  one,  but 
00k  only  to  acts.  You  suspend  by  it  distribu- 
tion, I  grant ;  and  that  is  desirable.  But  how 
long  suspend  it }  Only,  as  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Uassachnsetts  proves,  till  he  and 
bis  friends  possess  power  enough  to  restore  it. 
DistributioQ  is  not  now  renounced  by  tliem 
from  a  belief  in  its  iUegality  or  impolicy,  or  even 
from  patriotism,  or  any  moral  heroism ;  any 
sublimity  of  public  feeling  and  public  principle, 
as  we  are  invoked  to  believe ;  but  from  utter 
Inability  to  retain  it ;  and  at  the  same  time  ob- 
tain either  direct  or  incidental  protAction  to 
mannbctores  above  20  per  cent.  duty.  It  Is  to 
be  surrendered,  then,  as  a  mere  bargun — a 
f^r  bnsiDess  transaction — asheerguWjwvjue; 
to  get,  instead  of  it^  a  system  of  protection 
deemed  more  valuable.  Bot  if  it  could  be  re- 
tained, and  the  high  tariff  be  also  obtained, 
would  It  not  be!  Have  we  not  bad  ample 
evidence  of  that,  in  two  successive  vetoed  bills; 
in  attempts  again  to  effect  it  by  an  amendment 
to  this  very  bill  in  the  Senate;  and,  lastly,  by 
a  new  separate  bill  to  restore  the  distribution, 
whicli  reposes  now  nnder  your  eyes,  sir,  on 
your  own  table,  and  which  bnrriedly  passed 
the  otiicr  House  on  the  beel  of  this,  and  is  des- 
stlned,  I  suppose,  to  accompany  this  to  the 
other  end  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  t  No,  «r. 
Some  of  as  have  lived  a  little  too  long  to  be 
hoodwinked  into  any  belief  that  distribntioD  is 
■nrrendered  in  this  bill  from  any  cause  except 
painful  necessity,  for  any  length  of  time — even 
a  angle  hour— beyond  their  ability  to  restore 
it.     While  a  Whig  m^ority  exista  in  both 


Eonaea,  the  tmly  obetacle — the  only  idntiot- 
from  the  tmnnmbered  evils  coddm^  v^  |bi 

Jartial  assumption  of  State  debts,  thmigh  th 
Istribution,  is  the  firmness  and  iadefttiues 
of  the  Executive. 

80  much  &r  that  reason  in  &TOT  of  Ik  UL 
It  is  something,  I  admit;  but,  nnd«[  ill  & 
circumstances,  it  is  a  forced,  tenponi;, » 
certain  benefit,  and  for  the  eontutsssn  of 
which  we  are  todependonotliwiiKMiKaad 
efforts  than  this. 

But  what  are  those  Senators  m  thtiridecf 
the  House  compelled  to  abandon  in  wiit  It 
obtain  that  snppoaed  equivalent)  rint,d 
oar  principles  of  free  trade,  and  all  our  oms- 
tiou  to  an  unconstitutional  system  of  oiftct 
protection  to  one  class  or  section  of  coonDja 
the  expense  of  others.  We  believe,  mmea 
tionsly,  that  the  direct  protection  of  uuidIk- 
tures  is  a  power  not  granted  to  tb«  G«bmI 
Government,  but  retained  to  each  Slits,  lo  Is 
Qsed  accordins  to  its  own  local  inUrati  iid 
policy,  and  bdonsa  to  it  as  properly  t>  the  p^- 
ment  of  its  own  debts.  It  is  too  kte  io  Us 
day,  sir,  now  to  pretend  that  this  bill  Auaal. 
possess  that  direct  and  high  prolectivs  cbw 
ter.  What  would  a  stranger  have  siippwf< 
who,  for  the  first  time,  entered  our  ^cria 
to-day  t  Not  that  revenue  was  the  ti^k  i 
discussion — theeontvmmation  dnavthriMi 
but  high  protection,  and  nothing  b^thi|llp^ 
taction,  with  most  of  the  speakers.  'Wiui  ttf 
been  the  whole  ailment  of  its  friends  toij! 
What  their  impassioned  appeals,  but  to ^leiii 
manufacturers!  What  but  to  aid  tliaC  di^ 
and  that  alone,  in  the  present  embsmsnuaib 
extending  to  sll  classes  T  Wo  hear  boHuei  rf 
saving  the  farmers— nothing  of  helpinj  ll* 
merchants ;  though  all  are  distresed,  w 
though  the  capital  of  the  manufacturers  {t^A 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  ippob  Ioih 
as  being  three  hundred  millions)  a  dwlnls 
so ;  bnt  is,  at  the  same  time,  bat  ODe-tentlK' 
the  three  thousand  millions  which  belong  lab 
farmers.  The  Senator  from  Ma«(biHCi 
asks,  likewise,  if  tlie  constitntiim  itseV-m^ 
adopt«d  for  protection  I  Yes.  But,  in  Gi'^ 
name,  and  nnder  its  solemnity,  let  na  blR^ 
protection  to  whom  (  To  the  Curoer  »«?. 
and  the  merchant,  as  much  as  to  the  ratim!"^ 
turer.  To  the  twelve  or  thirteen  millioMa 
people  now  connected  with  onr  sgrienhirt 
cert«nly  quite  as  much  as  to  only  ths  J&«^ 
and  a  Isalt  connected  with  manufsctorfi.  If 
with  the  constitution  for  equal  prolwSM  » 
the  whole  in  their  lawful  pursuits,  bnt  for  » 
exclusive  or  partial  protection  to  either. 

Mr,  Crittenden  stated  that  he  h«d  Till"- 
luctance  been  driven  to  the  conclosiooofvoiaj 
for  this  bill.  Ho  could  not  bo  accused  of  min- 
ing the  favor  of  the  Executive,  byeool^ina! 
to  his  will:  but  he  had  deeply  wrigbw  J* 
condition  of  the  Government ;  and  h«  w**^ 
bring  himself  to  wound  hlsoountrywitasMw 
aimed  at  Mr.  Tyler.  , , 

The  considerMions  which  had  inffiwoced  WB 
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w«re— first,  &  deference  to  the  dediiou  of  the 
Houe  of  Representativee ;  next,  the  condition 
of  the  Gountiy.  He  saw  the  whole  ooontrj  in 
■  date  of  hnmOiatlon  and  distress — the  mann- 
fictnrea  ruined,  the  revenue  suspended,  the 
UbotiDg  iadaatrjr  of  the  conntry  reduced  to 
miwrf  aad  destitution ;  and  be  asked  liimsetl^ 
din  tuij  thing  be  done  to  relieve  this  distress  t 
Although  we  hare  a  bad  President — a  mii- 
diievoos  President — jet  we  have  a  glorious 
couDtrj,  and  a  gloriona  people ;  and  the  qnes- 
tion  is,  What  can  we  do  to  rwse  this  oonntry, 
tad  this  people,  from  this  darlc  mist  of  distress  1 
ft  \a  not  Ur.  T;ler's  ooantry,  gr  iSr.  Tjler's 
Gorenunent;  it  is  our  country,  and  oar  Gov- 
emmeut :  and,  for  its  sake,  we  should  come  np 
proaiUj,  and  give  our  vot^  for  its  relief. 

He  denounced  the  President  here,  and  would 
denooDce  him  everywhere,  in  language  as 
Rrong  as  respect  for  public  decorum  would 
varrsDt.  He  voted  for  this  bill,  with  the  in- 
tention of  also  voting  for  the  bill  en  the  table 
—for  the  repeal  of  tfie  Eisth  clause  of  the  di»- 
■  tribu^ou  act.  Both  bills  should  go  to  the 
President.  Let  his  veto  No.  5  and  his  veto 
Ko.  6  come.  Who  oared  for  his  vetoes }  He 
(Ur.  0.)  cored  nothing  for  them.  His  taste 
had  become  so  reconciled  to  vetoes,  that  they 
did  not  DOW  seem  half  so  hitter  to  him  as  he 
once  thought  them.  Let  both  bills  go  to  the 
FnisideDt,  that  he  may  have  his  wish  sratified 
— orharing  the  two  measures  separated.  And 
let  him  give  either,  or  both  his  veto.  He  could 
t«U  the  Senator  from  Few  Tork  that  the 
Pr«ident's  acceptance  of  the  one,  and  r^eotion 
of  the  other,  would  not  uproot  the  tree  of  die- 
tributiun.  Its  germ  was  alive,  and  ooold  not 
be  killed  by  suspended  animatioiL 

Mr.  Whiti  said,  in  yielding  to  tJie  great 
manufacturing  States,  he  felt  Uiat  he  was  im- 
posing upon,  them  a  pledge  at  no  distant  day  to 
come  np,  ia  tnrn,  to  the  reecne  of  lie  indebted 
States  from  their  distress  and  degradation,  by 
sfTording  them  the  just  relief  to  which  they 
were  enUtled  from  ttie  fulfilment  of  the  disui' 
bution  act.  The  Whig  party  wonld  be  reward- 
ed with  a  reinvigoratud  confidence  and  support 
fur  the  self-sacrifices  they  had  made.  Without 
the  votes  of  the  opposition.  Congress  would 
have  to  a^ourn  witnout  giving  any  revenue  to 
the  Government.  For  tliis  aid  he  thanked 
tbem.  That  Congress  had  the  power  and  the 
capacity  to  protect  the  inilustrial  interests  of 
the  country,  ho  sdd  he  proved  from  the  votes 
of  bis  opponents.  Listening  to  the  voice  of  his 
constituents,  he  should  vote  fur  thia  bill. 

Mr.  Ciuincs  said  he  felt  it  due  to  himself, 
and  those  he  reuresented,  that  he  should  give 
his  opinion  on  this  bill,  and  Uie  reasons  that 
were  alleged  for  its  passage.  Tlie  hour  was 
late,  and  the  time  short,  and  be  should  bo  as 
brief  as  posuble. 

He  wDold  begin  with  premising  that  it 
apparent  a  large  portion  of  the  parly  in  power 
were  much  embarrassed  la  detcrminiug  how 
they  should  vote  on  this  bilL    But,  if  he  ini|  " 
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be  permitted  to  dedde,  be  would  say  that,  if 
they  had  some  cause  for  mortification,  (as  they 
certain);  bad.)  they  had  still  greater  for  exnlla- 
tion.  If  one  of  their  favonte  measures  was 
lost  by  it*  passage ;  another,  and  still  greater 
and  more  important  favorite  wonld  become  a 
law,  if  appearances  did  not  deceive.  For  hia 
part,  he  regarded  tMs  bill  (now,  as  he  feared, 
on  the  eve  of  passage)  as  a  measure  mora 
thoroughly  for  protection,  and  less  for  revenue, 
than  any  which  had  ever  been  submitted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Benate.  It  1b  the  same, 
without  mat«ria2  alteration,  eioepting  thaomU- 
sion  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  which  re- 
cently passed  tliis  body,  and  foil  nnder  the  veto 
of  the  EzecntLve.  That  he  had  already  sb own, 
was,  all  things  considered,  the  most  oneroos 
ever  introduced  into  theBenate,  What  henow 
proposed  woa,  to  phow  that  the  burden  pro- 
posed was  more  for  protection,  and  less  fbr 
revenue,  than  any  preceding  measure,  not  ex- 
cepting the  ono  vetoed. 

An  examination  of  Ibis  bill  will  show  that 
there  is  cot  an  artjclo  manufactured  in  the 
country,  nor  one  which  might  come  into  oom- 
petition  with  one  that  is,  wnich  is  not  sut^ect 
to  hi^h  protective  duties.  ]n  the  latter  d*- 
Bcription  may  be  placed  linen,  silks,  worsted — 
which,  though  not  articles  manubctured  in  the 
country,  are  subject  to  as  high  duties  as  those 
that  are,  in  order  to  give  the  home  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  and  woollens  the  exclusive 
monopoly,  if  possible,  of  the  market.  To  this 
may  be  added,  that  there  is  not  a  raw  material 
scarcely,  on  which  manufactures  operate,  or 
any  material  which  is  necessary  to  the  process 
of  manufacturing,  which  is  not  admitted  duty 
firee,  or  subject  to  a  very  light  one.  Bnt  this 
is  not  all.  Most  of  the  articles  for  which  tho 
exports  of  domestic  manufactures  are  ex- 
changed abroad,  are  subject  to  light  duties; 
and  the  two  principal  oo#e  (tea  and  coffee)  for 
which  they  are  chiefly  exchanged,  are  admitted 
duty  free.  It  is  that,  as  he  has  stated,  which 
makes  the  main  difference  between  this  and 
the  vetoed  bill.  On  the  other  hand,  alt  the 
articles  for  which  the  agricultural  prodncts  of 
tlie  country,  indudiog  provisions  of  every  de- 
scription, and  the  great  staples  of  the  country, 
are  almost  exclusively  exchanged,  are  subject 
to  high  duties :  sucii  aa  wines,  silks,  womted, 
cottons,  linens,  cutlery,  hardware,  woollens, 
and  the  other  prodnols  c^  England  and  the  con< 
Unent  The  bill,  in  short,  is  framed  tbroogh- 
out  with  the  greatest  art  and  skill,  to  exempt 
as  far  as  pos^ole,  one  branch  of  industry  &om 
all  burdens  and  shackles,  and  to  subject  tho 
other  exclusively  to  them;  and  well  may  oar 
political  opponents  raise  their  headp,  amidst 
their  many  defeats,  and  exult  at  beholding  a 
favorite  measure — oue,  above  all  others,  indis- 
pensable to  their  entiresystem  of  policy — aboirt 
to  be  consummated,  and  that,  nnfortnuately,  br 
wd  from  our  ranks.  Whoconld  have  believei 
but  a  few  days  sluoe^  that  such  an  event  would 
shortly  occur  I 
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It  remtte  from  all  that  is  stated,  that  this  bill 
is  BO  eoDstmctod  as  to  py^  the  greatest  amount 
of  protection,  with  the  least  of  revenae,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rates  of  tbe  dnties  proprcraed, 
which  all  of  the  adroit  skill  of  Itsauthors  could 
combine;  and  its  resnitwill  bethe  least  amount 
of  revenae  tn  proportion  to  the  harden  on  the 
coDEnmer.  In  tbst  respect,  there  is  no  other 
bill  ever  passed  to  be  compared  tA  it;  no,  not 
tbatof  1916,  nor  1824,  nor  1828;  nor  even  ito 
immediate  predecessor,  the  hill  vetoed ;  for  that 
fell  far  short,  in  consequence  of  the  omission 
of  the  dnty  in  this  on  tea  and  coffee.  He  haz- 
arded little  in  saying  that,  if  the  duties  it  ini- 
posea  on  the  protected  articles  were  rednccd 
two-thirds,  tbej  would  yield  a  third  more  to 
the  treasnr; ;  and  that  for  everj  dollar  this  bill 

[ints  into  the  pnblio  coffers,  It  will  put  three  at 
east  into  the  pockets  of  the  moiinfBctnrers, 
unless  (what  wonld  be  worse,  and  which,  he 
believed,  would  prove  to  be  the  case)  it  should 
annihilate  that  umonnt  and  more  of  tie  pro- 
ductive industry  of  the  countryj  to  the  general 
impoverishment  of  the  commanitj. 

But  our  political  friends  who  are  abont  (un- 
fortunately, as  he  believed)  to  give  this  bill 
their  votes,  endeavor  to  console  ns  by  teUtng 
US  it  is  a  mere  provisional  measore,  intended 
tA  meet  present  exigencies ;  and  that  it  will  be 
repealed,  or  greatlj  modified,  in  a  short  time 
after  we  get  into  power.  They  doubtless  think 
so ;  but  will  it  be  the  case  t  Can  the;,  on  re- 
flection, serionslr  believe  that  the  necessity, 
which  they  plead  in  eicase  for  their  vote^  will 
be  less  then  than  it  is  now  ? 

Do  they  really  think  that  the  inanufactnrew 
will  be  better  able  to  bear  a  rednction  of  these 
high  dnties  abont  to  iMimposed,  aslt  is  alleged, 
to  save  them,  than  they  are  now  to  do  withont 
them  1  If  they  do,  they  will  be  wofully  mis- 
taken. We  have  had  agood  deal  of  experience 
on  the  subject.  The  effect  of  high  dntiea  ia  not 
to  decrease  the  necessity  of  continning  them, 
but  the  reverse — to  increase  the  necessity  of 
raising  them  still  higher.  This  bill  Itself 
filmiabes  M>me  striking  evidence  of  the  fact. 
Among  the  articles  on  which  it  imposes  the 
highest  ratea  of  duty,  la  that  of  coarse  cottons 
— rates  not  less  than  100  per  cent,  on  some  de- 
scriptions; and  they  are  the  very  articles  so 
highly  favored  by  the  tariff  of  ]B10,  ander  tlie 
mrnimnm  duty,  which  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tuoW  (Hr.  Gbittbniiem)  so  kindly  broaght  to  his 
recoUection  in  the  coarse  of  his  remarks.  We 
were  then  told  (as  we  now  are  of  this  bill)  tliat 
it  was  s  mere  proviuonal  measure  to  protect 
an  infant  mannlbcture,  which,  in  a  few  years, 
would  protect  itself  by  iteown  intrinsic  energy ; 
and  yet  now,  aAer  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  manufacturers  of  the  same  article 
come  and  ask  a  still  higher  duty,  in  proportion, 
than  wliat  tbey  then  did.  Again :  another 
ftvored  article,  at  that  period,  was  rolled  ii'on : 
to  protect  which  against  the  foreign,  a  duty  of 
(SO  per  ton  was  laid  on  the  imported ;  and 
now,  also,  Ita  maaofaotaren  come  again,  after 
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great  s  lapse  of  time,  and  ask  a  doty  dt  (SS 
per  ton ;  which  is  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  iIk 
present  coat  greater  than  the  rate  per  cat.  in 
1816— being  not  less  than  100  per  cent  H« 
would  add  another  item — that  of  oitloii  tu;. 
ging  and  bale  rope:  on  which  tbe  rtle  pet 
cent,  ia  mnch  higher,  as  now  proposed  b;  ttji 
bill,  than  nnder  the  tariffs  of  1824  or  1E!9; 
although  we  had  then  the  same  sssumiu  u  u 
it,  as  we  have  now  as  to  this  bill— Out  it  tb 
provisional,  and  that  the  home  muiet  vcoU 
soon  fomisn  a  cheaper  and  better  trtidt.  Ii 
fact,  the  whole  bill,  taken  in  conneetiao  vfi 
the  declarations  of  its  advocates— thtt  it* 
mannfsctnres  mnst  go  down  nnlen  these  datb 
are  Imposed — forms  a  volume  of  evidence  tha 
the  whole  efiocts  of  all  passed  protectioo,  InB 
1816  to  this  daj,  have  Men  but  to  requn  inl 
higher.  It  is,  indeed,  in  the  nature  rf  the  nv 
tern,  ss  he  had  proved  when  the  vetoid  ]Z 
was  before  the  Senate,  that  every  dohimjori 
had  but  the  effect  of  requiring  a  stui  bi^'- 
The  cry  ever  has  been  "  more,  more,  tMrt"" 
The  more  it  has  been  supported,  the  man  i 
required  to  be  supported. 

Those,  then  of  oor  political  Mend!  th» 
tend  to  vote  for  this  bill,  deceive  them^m 
in  snppoeing  they  are  imposing  a  proiiiiijBL 
or  temporary  burfen.  It  is  easy  to  put  oo  ft* 
burden,  but  it  will  prove  hard  to  tue  iltC- 
as  we  have  Lad  ample  eiperienoe.  Tbe  H* 
igenoy  under  which  thej,  nnfortnaiwlv,  ap- 
pose they  are  compelled  to  vote  for  it,  ■ID  l< 
as  great — nay,  greater— against  repwEnf  a 
redncing  the  duties  it  imposes,  hereafter,  Kii 
ia  now  to  impose  them.  Instead  of  beio;  Ua 
dependent,  uie  operatives,  who  lin  if  t^ 
boonUea  it  grants,  will  be  more  nuiaetcu,  el 
more  dependent ;  and,  if  to  refuse  to  impxi 
these  duties  now  would  sahject  them  to  stmi- 
tion,  as  we  are  told,— to  repeal  or  reduce  Ua 
hereafter  would  more  certainly  be  (iJl«»* 
(and  that  to  a  greater  extent)  by  Ibe  so* 
effect.  He  would  tell  those  who  were  tit^ 
to  take  the  fatal  step,  that  they  wen  alwai  » 
do  what  could  not  be  undone  short  of  Ib'^' 
treme  medicine  of  the  constitution;  miiiJfi  ^ 
excess  to  which  jt  ia  proposed  to  pnffa  0"  1^ 
tern  should  bring  an  empty  treasnijintoorafiy 
with  protection,  or  the  great  advance  of  ^^ 
ligence  should  teach  the  many  that  the  'i^f 
scheme,  with  all  its  plausible  catch'phnKt, " 
but  a  device  of  the  few  to  live  on  lie  predKa 
of  their  labor. 

Such,  at  least,  was  his  conception;  tniy 
believed  he  might  say  that  of  the  many  lne» 
around  him,  and  who,  with  him,  sre  i^>po*' 
to  this  bill.  And  whnt  are  the  idi«« 
which  are  held  out  to  us  to  give  it  ottr6iijT''f;' 
We  are  told  by  its  friends  and  advocaifc  tt« 
its  passage  would  settle  the  question.  liT 
say  the  country  needs  repose ;  and  IW  * 
business  and  its  prosperity  cannot  be  rt"!^ 
till  it  is  attuned.  That  may  be  admitted.  »■ 
wiU  the  passage  of  this  bill  settle  the  <i<u^i 
and  give  repose  t    The  reiy  reverae.  H ''" 
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gnitJr  increwa  Qie  agitation.  The  principles 
involTed  in  the  coatiovenj  ore  bo  directly 
hostile,  that  the  question  can  never  be  Nttled 
tin  one  or  the  other  ehbll  permanentlj  prevail. 
There  b  (end,  in  the  nature  of  things,  there  can 
b«)  no  compromise  between  those  who  hold 
that  the  power  of  levying  daUea  was  given  on- 
ly fbr  the  pnrpoee  of  raising  Tevenne  for  the 
rapport  of  the  Government,  and  can  oonstitn- 
tjoaallf  and  honestly  be  ezerdsed  ool^  for  that 
purpose ;  and  those  who  hold  that,  m  laying 
daties  for  the  wanta  of  the  Govenunent,  they 
may,  at  the  same  time,  be  laid  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  taking  money  fkim  one  portion  of  the  com- 
Dtanity,  to  give  to  another.  The  great  stmgglo 
between  these  conflioting  principles  now  is, 
irhich  shitll  gain  the  permanent  ascendency. 
This  bill,  if  it  should  pass,  wonid,  at  least  for 
the  present,  give  it  to  the  sideof  monopoly,  and 
■gsinst  the  eide  of  equal  rights ;  and  if  that 
ucendency  should  become  permanent — if  its 
passsge  thoold  settle  the  qnestion,  as  its  advo- 
cates fondly  hope,  in  vain  will  be  our  victoriea 
at  this  and  the  extra  session  for  popular  instj- 
tutions.  The  popular  party,  of  which  we  are 
members,  mnst  go  down ;  and  onr  opponents, 
with  their  policy,  and  the  form  of  government 
to  vhicb  It  mnst  necessarily  lead,  will  rise 
permanently  is  the  ascendant.  Justice  and 
eqnality— justice  rigidly  enforced,  and  eqnality 
between  dtizen  and  citizen,  State  and  State, 
and  one  portion  of  the  oonntrj  and  another, 
&re  essential  elements  of  onr  system  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  party  to  which  we  profess  to 
belong ;  and  no  eyst«m  of  oolley  can  do  admit- 
ted, which  A^  permanently  depart  from  tliem, 
withoat  fatal  consequences  to  both.  Already, 
if  we  may  judge  &om  the  declarations  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachosetts,  (Mr,  Choaxs:,}  and 
other  advocates  of  this  meafinre,  the  protective 
policy  which  tliis  bill  carries,  so  far,  has  made 
ieorfui  obaoges  for  the  worse  in  a  large  portion 
of  (he  popi^tion  of  onr  oountry.  Accordins 
to  their  representaUona,  the  operatives  engaged 
in  mann&oturea  which  have  oeen  forced  into 
existence  by  the  system,  depend  for  their  bread 
on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Is  anch  a  atate  of 
dependence  on  the  movement  of  this  Qovem- 
ment  consistent  with  the  bold  and  independent 
spirit  of  freement  Can  a  population  be  relied 
on  to  watch  over  and  control  its  movements 
or  remst  its  encroachments,  when  whether  they 
ehall  live  or  starve  depends  on  the  change  of 
two  or  three  votes  in  this  or  the  other  House 
~Bnd  that,  too,  depending,  perhaps,  on  no 
higher  consideration  than  the  calculation  of 
political  chances!  Tliat  any  portion  of  onr 
population  ahonld  be  in  so  low  and  dependent 
H  condition,  excited  hia  commiseration.  If 
fwh  are  the  blessings  of  the  system — if  it  can 
"t  humble,  in  ao  short  a  time,  the  once  proud, 
hardy,  and  Independent  yeomanry  of  New 
England, — he,  for  one,  would  intlnitelv  rather 
9«e  the  portion  of  the  Union  where  his  lot  is 
«ist,  Unporeiiehed  by  ita  exactions,  but  still 
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ret^ning  its  erect  and  independent  ^irit,  thaa 
wallowing  in  all  the  wealth  it  can  bestow. 

The  portion  of  our  party  who  have  nnfbr- 
tunately  separated  from  ns  on  this  measure^ 
rest  their  support  on  different  grounds.  They 
plead,  in  the  first  place,  the  condition  of  the 
treasury  as  a  justification  of  their  vote.  That 
it  is  bad ;  that  the  demands  on  it  are  nrgent  and 
great,  and  its  means  of  meeting  them  small ; 
that  the  public  credit  is  prostrated ;  and  that 
the  ^nt,  who  has  been  idly  sent  abroad  to 
negotiate  the  loan,  has  been  treated  with  soorn, 
was,  he  apprehended,  but  too  tme ;  and  to  be 
lamented  tnat  it  is  trrie,  Bnt  who  ore  respon- 
ubie!  Be,  and  the  party  <^  which  he  is  a 
member,  are  not  We  had  no  agency  in  the 
measures  which  have  led  to  the  present  ex- 
hausted condition  of  the  treasury.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  done  all  in  our  power  to 
reust  it.  We  saw  the  danger  at  the  extra 
session ;  and  raised  then,  and  have  continned 
ever  since  to  raise,  onr  warning  voice  against 
it.  We  opposed  the  withdrawal  from  the 
treasury  of  the  revenue  from  the  lands — renst- 
ed  the  creation  of  the  debt ;  we  called  on  those 
in  power  to  retrench  and  economize  in  time; 
bnt  all  in  vain.  The  last  thing  they  thought 
of  was  the  ways  and  means.  It  was  the  last 
at  the  extra  session,  as  it  is  now  the  last  at  this. 
He  stopped  not  to  inquire  whether  this  strange 
course  was  the  effect  of  negligence  or  design 
on  the  part  of  those  in  power — designed  to 
force,  this  their  favorite  measure  of  politnr, 
throiigb ;  and  whether  our  political  frien^ 
who  intend  to  vote  for  it,  ou  tne  ground  of  the 
exigency  of  the  treasury,  are  not,  withoDt  in- 
tendiug  it,  but  consummating  that  design. 

Bnt  it  may  be  said  that  we  are  bound  to 
relieve  the  treasury,  without  inqniring  into  the 
foot,  by  whom,  or  in  what  manner  its  embar- 
rassment was  cansed.  That  may  be  admitted; 
but  surely,  when  we  oome  to  the  qnestion  of 
remedy,  if  there  be  a  difference  of  opinion, 
those  who  are  responuble,  who  have  caused 
the  mischief,  and  not  those  who  have  waired 
against  it,  and  appttaei  the  measures  that  led 
to  it,  ought  to  yield.  It  ia  going  too  far  on 
their  part,  after  they  have  done  the  mischief 
to  reAiae  to  remedy  it,  nnleas  we  shall  agree  to 
Join  them  Id  a  measure  as  bad,  to  say  the  least, 
as  the  disease. 

[Ur.  C.  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  various 
reasons  that  had  been  ungned  in  fovor  of  the  bill, 
and  concluded  as  falloirs:] 

Another,  and  a  final  reason  remains  to  be 
stated, — that  it  would  suspend  the  distribution 
act.  He  acknowledged  its  force.  No  one  more 
strongly  objected  to  that  unconstitutional  and 
dangerous  measure  than  he  did,  or  placed  a 
higher  estimate  on  the  importanoe  of  expung- 
ing it  from  the  BtatQte-book ;  but,  as  bad  as  the 
measnre  is,  he  was  not  prepared  to  soy  that  it 
was  worse  thou  tlus,  or  to  get  rid  of  it  by  sab- 
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•UtntiDC  it  In  its  plsoe.  But  nippoee  them 
be  eqaaUj  ottjaoticmftble,  there  wu  thia  diffor- 
enoe  between  them :  it  woald  be  far  easier  to 
extricate  ourselves  from  that,  than  from  this. 
There  waa  no  comparison  in  theeiteot  and  the 
■treogth  of  the  intereita  that  would  be  enlisted 
in  favor  of  thia  measure,  compared  with  those 
in  favor  of  distribntlon :  while  the  whole  of 
our  party  are  imited  and  zaalons  against  that, 
the  feebler  measnre,  but  anfortnnat^Iy  divided 
to  a  considerable  extent,  it  would  seem,  in 
reference  to  this,  the  stronser.  According  to 
his  opinion,  the  repeal  of  the  distribution  act 
hf  the  next  CoDgress,  with  the  whole  weight 
of  oor  partj  and  the  Execative  Department 
against  it,  wat 
event ;  yet  he 
sacrifioe  for  immediate  riddance  from  that 
odioDs  mesanre,  but  nothing  like  as  great 
voting  for  this  bilL 

No  one  ooold  more  sinoerdy  deplore  that 
4nf  portion  of  our  political  friends  should  bring 
themaelvea  to  sapport  a  measure  to  wbicb  he 
was  so  strongly  opposed,  and  which  he  sincere- 
ly believed  to  be  airectly  hostile  to  the  prin- 
(^ploi  of  tlie  party,  and  oar  free  and  popalar 
tnstiuitionB.  Be  donbted  not  but  that  they 
had  come  to  a  wrong  oooelnsion ;  but  he  did 
hope  that  they  would  retain  the  etroog  repug- 
nance they  express  to  a  measure,  which  they 
think  themselves  under  drcnmstaoces compelled 
to  support,  and  will  rally  at  an  early  period, 
not  only  in  co-operation  with  the  rest  of  the 

Cty,  to  free  tha  country  from  its  bligbtea- 
_  effects,  bat  will  take  the  lead  in  its  over- 

Mr.  WooDBBiDOi  oboerred  that  the  bill  before 
the  8eoal«  appeared  to  him  to  b«  ftilly 
teodve  a  measnre  as  tt  did  to  the  mind  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Oarolina.  But  that  was 
no  objection  to  him ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
iU  greatest  rooommendation.  It  went  far  to 
reoonoile  him  to  the  saorifloe  which  his  party 
had  been  ooostrdned  to  make.  He  had  risen 
merely  to  say,  with  regard  to  the  vote  he 
ahnnld  give,  as  bis  Menda  went,  so  would  be 
go- 

The  qnestjon  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
Bmendments  to  be  engrosaed,  and  the  bill  read 
a  third  time,  on  whioh  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  called  and  ordered  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmaUve,  as  follo.ws : 

Tub. — Ueaara.  Borrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Buchan- 
an,  Cbuate,   Conrad.  Crafts,   Crittenden,   Dayton, 

Evanf ,  HuntingtoD,  Killer,  Uorehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Kmmons,  Smith  of  lodJana,  Spragae,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Woodbridge,  and  Wright~24. 

NiTa — Uesars.  Allen,  Archer,  Bigbj,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderaon,  King,  Linn,  Hangnm,  Herriek, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tsp- 
pao,  Walker,  Woodliary,  and  Tonng— iS. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

So  the  Senate,  at  B  o'clock,  adjotuned. 


HoHDAT,  Augnit  S9. 
Th«  DutrOatum  BilL 

The  bill  from  the  Bouse  n^eahiw  the  ptrao 
to  the  Sth  seotion  of  the  diatribntirai  tO,  (tiri 
which  suspended  the  operalioDS  ^  tbit  td 
when  the  tariff  of  duties  on  iinports  ibO  hm 
been  raised  above  80  per  oent-i)  wti  ttho  d 
on  the  motion  of  Hr.  OBnrmixx,  who  hopw 
the  bill  would  be  pennitted  to  p»  b^dij  bj 
general  eonsent. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  seeosd&H. 

Mr.  Tappak  atud  every  Senator  knew  tU,  if 
the  bill  passed,  it  could  not  meet  tbs  *ffni» 
tion  of  the  Exeoative-  The  question  praatd 
in  it  was  the  same,  prerisely,  which  ra  pn- 
sented  in  the  tariff  bill,  and  wliieb  cibkiI  ita 
veto  of  that  biU.  The  Prendent  gaishiiRi- 
sons  for  the  veto  of  this  proviso  tbn;  ibiA 
were  on  the  files  of  Senators.  Cnltst  lU 
opinions  of  the  Executive  had  changed  oath 
subject,  no  man  supposed,  for  a  inonMnt,tU 
this  bill  would  not  receive  a  veto.  Tc  ;•>  it 
under  such  circnmstancei  showed  iMowitj 
and  mockery  in  legislation,  evidencud  i  Infr 
liring  spirit  towards  the  Executive  ui  la 
perfect  child's  play.  If  a  majority  of  lleS* 
ate  thought  proper  to  pass  the  bin,  he  mid 
only  comolain. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  In  CoimiiTt» 
of  the  Whole;  and  there  being  no  pro^icaiiis 
to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Stiiite,^^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  having  been  p^sed  by  inbnmllj,* 
the  motion  of  Hr.  Lnw,  owing  to  tlw  ihiun 
of  the  Senate,  was  snbsaquenUy  take*  n.  tad 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  qucsaB  WiK 
"Shall  the  bill  pasflf" 

Mr.  TaiTiJi  demanded  the  yeas  ml  u^ 
whioh  were  ordered ;  and  the  qoeBtiaD  bat 
put,  the  bill  was  passed  ea  follows : 

Tsis. — HessTB.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayvit^Ki^ 
Clayton,  Connid,  Cnfta,  Crittenden,  t)ajtw,EW 
Graham,  Huatington,  Hangnm,  Hitler,  XonM, 
Pbelps,  Porter,  Kmrnons,  Smith  of  b^ 
Bpragae,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridp-'!! 

Sats.— Uexsrs.  Allen,  Bakby,  Beaton,  BKtatia 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Falton,  Henderaon,  EiVi  1^ 
Preston,  Birea,  Sevier,  Sturgeott,  TapfU,  *•"« 
Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— li- 


nOVBB  OF  KXPRESBirrATITia. 

HoiniAT,  Angost  39. 

7K«  Tariff. 

A.  Dickins,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Sensfey 

Ced  below  the  oar,  witi  a  measa»fT«»*' 
.te,  and  announced  that  the  Seusi*  i* 
pasoed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  art  to  provid*  «yf- 
nue  from  import*,  and  to  change  sod  mou!j 
existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports  *'''' 
amendment^  in  which  they  r«qoerted  ih*'* 
onrrenee  of  the  Bonse.  _ 

Mr.  FiLuiOBU  rose,  and  Bdd  be  hoped  tltta 
which  had  Just  been  tffiorted  ftoB  tbs  Sts«b 
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(Crie*  of  "  agreed.  , 

Tli«  bill  LsTing  l)«en  taVen  op, 

Hr.  FnxuoKB  again  rose  and  ^d  that  many 
of  tbe  Btnendraents  were  tnerelj  TOrbtd  onea, 
nd  tber  ooald  all  be  diaposed  of  at  once,  ex- 
cept nm  aa  might  be  esempted  at  the  reqneat 
of  anj  gentleman,  who  demre  a  speoifio  to' 
Uiem.    H«  hoped,  therefore,  that  if  there 


any  mob  ameadinent,  gentlemen  dedring  a 
"~*1net  Tote  npon  it  womd  point  it  out 

a  then  made  MMne  brief  explanatory  atate- 


menta  remeoting  aome  of  the  amendmeota ;  and 
eondndad  bj  moniw  the  preTioos  qnection. 

Hr.  LiVK  obtidned  a  withdrawal  of  that  mo- 
tion, on  a  promise  to  renew  it ;  and  then  made 
a  atatenient  of  the  motives  which  actuated  him 
in  the  vote  he  waa  about  to  give.  He  reaewed 
the  motion  for  the  preTioos  qneation. 

Ur.  FiLLHoaa  moTod  a  concurrence  in  the 
amendmenta  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  for  tha  preriooa  question  waa 
then  seconded. 

The  anea^D  was  then  taken  on  laring  the 
bill  and  the  amendments  on  the  table^  when 
the  motion  waa  negatived,  aa  follows : 

TtAM. — Ifcasn.  Arnold,  AtriDgtoo,  Athertan, 
Black,  BoTd,  Aanm  T.  Brown,  Burke,  SunpsoD  H. 
Butler,  William  0,  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwetl,  Pat- 
rick C.  Caldirell,  John  Campbell,  Cue?,  Clinton, 
Cliflbrd,  Coles,  Hark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel, 
Dean,  John  C.  Edirard*,  Egbert,  Gamble,  Ollmer, 
Goggio,  WUIiam  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Owin,  Haber- 
sbao),  Harris,  Hajs,  HolrueB,  Hophias,  Houston, 
HutMid,  Hunter,  Cave  Jobnaon,  John  W.  Jones, 
King,  Lenii,  Llulefield,  Abraham  UcCIelUui,  UoKav. 
Haltory,  John  Thonuou  Uaaon,  Hathewa,  Hedill 


Jacob    Thompson,    Turnej,    Warren,   Watterson, 
Weller,  James  W.  Williams,  and  Wood— «e. 

Nats. — HeMia.  Adams,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  An- 
drews, Sfaeiloek  J.  Andrews,  Appleton,  Ajerigg, 
Babcoek,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  BIdlsck,  Blrds- 
!Vp,  Bl^r,  Boardman,  Borden,  Brockwaj,  Wllon 
)rowD,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bnmell, 
'alboun,  WUHam  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Camp- 
lell,  Caruthets,  Chllds,  Chiltenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
'ames  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Gushing,  Osrrett 
>aviB,  Biehard  t>.  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edwards, 
>erett,  Ferris,  Feuendeo,  Fillmore,  John  O.  Flojd, 


[udson.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  logersell,  Joseph  R.  la- 
crsoll,  James  Irvio,  WilUun  W.  Irwin,  Wmiam 
09t  Johnson,  John  F.  Eeauedj,  Linn,  Robert  Uc- 
tellan,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  Hathlot,  Hat- 
rcka.  Maxwell,  Hajmard,  Hitohell,  Hoore,  Morgan, 
orris.  Morrow,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Parmen- 
r,  Fe*rco,  Flumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit.  Ramsay, 
etyajnin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
ekd,  RIdgwaj,  Riges,  Rodner,  James  H.  Russell, 
'iltiam  Huiacll,  Saftonstsll,  Bhepperd,  Simonton, 
ade,  Truman  Smith,  Solicit,  Spngg,  Blanly,  Str&C- 
n.  Alexander  H.  H.  Stnart,  Jobn  T.  Stoart,  Talla- 


And  the  qnestlon  recorrbg  on  conconing  la 
the  amendments  of  tha  Senate — 

They  were  read  by  the  Clerk ;  and,  no  sepa- 
rate qnestion  having  been  asked,  except  on  the 
2Qth  section,  the  amendments  were  ooDCnrred 

On  the  29th  section  Ur,  V.  0.  Johnson  call- 
ed fur  a  separate  qnestion,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  Days ;  which  were  reftised. 

And  the  qnestion  bein^  taken,  the  said 
amendment  was  concnrred  in. 

Bo  all  the  amendmeats  were  concnrred  in. 


IKBEHATX. 

TnwDJ>T,  Angnst  80. 
Etor^aniMOtion  of  the  Ifavy  Department. 

Hr.  Batard,  tttaa  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  re- 
organizing the  Navy  Department,  as  amended 
by  the  Eonse,  reported  tnat  the  committee  had 
instntcted  him  to  recommend  that  the  Benate 
concur  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Honse,  ex- 
cept the  one  consolidatiDg  three  of  the  bnreana 
into  one,  to  be  called  the  "  borean  of  constmc- 
tion,  of  equipment,  and  reprirn."  He  said  the 
committee  was  not  opposed  to  consolidating 
the  bnreaas,  bet  thonglit  It  annecessary  and 
improper  to  place  at  the  head  of  the  bureau  ol- 
Inded  to  a  naval  constructor.  Thej^  tlierefore, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  having  the  woMs  "  a  naval 
constructor  "  stricken  from  the  amendment  of 
the  House,  propose  that  the  amendment  em- 
bracing those  words  be  disagreed  to^  and  that 
a  committ«e  of  ooufereace  tie  app<rinted  to  ef- 
fect that  object. 

The  amendmenta  were  agreed  to,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee ;  and  a  oommittee 
of  conference,  to  consist  of  three,  was  appoint- 
ed by  tlie  Chair. 

HOtTBE  or  ttEPRKaENTATIVBS. 

TuKSDAT,  Angnst  80. 
The  PntaL 

The  fipBinB  laid  before  the  Honse  die  Uea- 
sage,  in  writing,  from  the  Prmdent  of  th» 
United  States. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  having  been  eon- 
eluded— 

Mr.  AnAMa  u&A  there  seemed  to  be  an  ex- 
pectation on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen,  that 
he  sboold  propose  to  the  Honse  some  measure 
anitablo  to  be  adopted  on  the  present  occasion. 
Mr.  A.  knew  of  no  reason  for  snch  an  expecta- 
tion, hat  the  &ot  that  he  had  been  the  mover 
of  the  reaolntion  for  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  which  had  made  the  report  referred 
to  in  the  Message ;  had  been  anpointed  by  the 
Speaker  chainnan  of  the  oommitiM ;  and  that 
the  report  against  which  the  President  of  the 
Pnited  Sutes  bad  s«nt  to  the  Bouae  snoh  S 
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mnltitode  of  pratestj^  was  written  by  him.  80 
&r  as  it  bad  been  *o  written,  Hr.  A.  held  fahn- 
edf  responsible  to  the  House,  to  the  conntiy, 
to  the  vorld,  and  to  posterity ;  and,  so  far 
as  he  was  Che  aathor  of  the  report,  be  held 
hhnself  rospondble  to  the  Pre«dent  also.  The 
President  eiioQid  hear  from  him  elaewhere  than 
here  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  A-  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  b«oanse 
the  report  had  been  adopted  by  the  House,  and 
not  becanse  it  had  been  written  by  hitiL  that 
the  President  had  sent  snch  a  bundle  of  pro- 
tests; andj  therefore,  Mr.  A.  felt  no  necessity 
or  obligation  upon  himself  to  propose  what 
measnres  the  House  onght  to  adopt  for  the  rin- 
dication  of  its  own  dignity  and  honor;  and, 
perhaps,  from  considerations  of  delicacy,  he 
was  indeed  the  very  last  man  in  the  Hoase  who 
ahonld  propose  any  measure  under  the  drenm- 
atances. 

If  he  nnderstood  the  HessaffB  which  had  been 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  it  declared  that  the 
action  of  the  House,  in  adopting  the  report  of 
the  Select  Oommltt^  was  wtthont  precedent  in 
onr  parliamentary  history.  Now  it  seemed 
that,  on  this  occasion,  the  Prendent's  memory 
must  have  been,  in  some  decree,  treacherous. 
Another,  aod  a  very  memorable  case  of  the  like 
kind  had  occurred,  and  one  in  which  the  Pres- 
ident had  himself  taken  an  important  part ;  and 
Mr,  B.  proposed  to  measure  out  to  him  the 
very  same  measure  which  he  bad  meted  out  to 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  I8S4  the  Senate  had  adopted  certain  reso- 
lutions, condemning  the  course  of  President 
Jackson  in  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  Sute  Banks. 
In  consequence  of  this  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  President  Jackson  sent  to  that  body 
a  froUtt  agwnst  the  ri^t  of  the  Senate  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  censuring  his  poblio  eonrse ; 
and,  what  made  the  case  then  stronger  than 
the  present  case,  was,  that  the  Senate  consti- 
tuted the  jury  by  whom  he  was  to  be  tried, 
ehonld  any  impeachment  be  brought  ogtunst 
him.  The  Senate,  after  a  long,  elaborate  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  matter,  and  the  most  elo- 
quent and  overpowering  torrent  of  debate  that 
ever  was  listened  to  in  this  oonntry,  adopted 
the  three  folloiving  resolutions ; 

"  1.  JUtolted,  That,  while  the  Senate  Is,  and  aver 
win  be,  ready  to  Tecelve  from  the  Preaident,  aU  such 
meMiges  and  commnnieaUona  as  the  constitutioii 
and  laws,  and  the  usual  course  of  busineos,  author- 
ize him  to  transmit  to  U ;  yet  It  cunot  lecogniie 
any  right  In  him  to  make  a  furmal  protest  agi^ost 
Totes  and  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  declaring  auch 
Toles  and  proceedings  to  be  illegml  and  uneoosUta- 
tional,  aod  requesting  the  Beuato  to  enter  tuch 
protest  on  its  journal. 


16 :  and  among  the  recorded  votea  in  ita 
stood  the  name  of  John  l^ler,  now  aotmg  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  Daniel  Webster, 
now  his  Prime  Minister. 


Then 


aaslcdiovs: 


"S.  Setalved,  ^lat  the  aforesaid  proMt  It  1 
breach  of  tbe  priritcges  of  the  Senate,  uti  thtf  ii 
be  not  entered  on  tbe  Jounial." 

The  same  vote,  numerically,  was  g^ven  io  b- 
vor  of  this  resolution;  and  amcwg  the  ytu 
stood  the  nunes  of  John  Tyler,  now  sctiai 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  aad  of  Dinid 
Webster,  now  his  Prime  Minirter. 

The  third  resolution  read  as  follows : 

'■  S.  Saohtd.  That  tbe  Preddent  of  ft*  TriMd 
Sutes  bu  no  right  to  send  a  proteat  to  tkc  SiBIt 
againat  any  of  its  proceedings.'' 

And  in  sanction  of  this  resolution  also,  llu 
record  showed  the  names  of  the  same  Job 
Tyler  and  Daniel  Webster. 

He  read  long  extracts  fhim  ICr.  Weletcr'i 
speech,  delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  Unittd 
Statei  on  the  protest  of  President  Jacksoi; 
and  then  sud  those  were  the  views  of  the  iatci. 
lectual  giant  to  which  he  had  refoired.  St 
forbore  to  add  any  opinion  of  His  own.  fit 
was  willing  to  adopt  the  aenttmeiits  he  Ittd 
read  as  bis ;  and  he  submitted  to  the  Eoi:><, 
for  its  adoption,  the  following  resolutiom.  tit 
three  first  of  which  were  in  the  praeiie  brq 
and  in  the  precise  language  of  thoM  adored  t* 
John  Tyler  himself: 


and  lawB,  sod  the  usiial  course  of  public  bnaci^ 
authorise  him  to  truismit  (a  it ;  Tct  it  cuao*  rt- 
cogoiie  in  him  any  right  to  make  a  forml  jmi* 
against  votes  and  proceedings  of  this  Hook,  declu- 
ing  such  Toteaand  proceedings  to  be  iU^  ud  as- 
constitutional,  and  requesting  the  Boiae  la  cur 
such  proteat  on  ItsJonmaL 

Raolttd,  That  (he  aforesaid  protest  is  s  bmek 
of  the  privileges  of  this  Bouse ;  and  1^  il  bs  ks 
entered  on  tbe  journal. 

RoBittd,  That  the  President  of  the  Cmted  Swa 
has  no  right  to  send  a  protest  to  this  Heaie  spM 
any  of  its  proceedinga. 

If  this  were  the  first  time  a  protest  had  bNE 
sent  by  a  President  to  Congress,  be  should  ex- 
teot  himself  with  offering  theee  reeoluiioos:  t'^ 
since  the  present  Prcwuent  had  give  tli»™ii 
opinion  of  soch  a  protest,  he  would  nM  lix 
following ; 

JUtolvid.  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Eonse  br  £i«^ 
ed  to  return  the  message  and  protest  to  in  Kit*- 

loaamnch  as  he  had  only  read  rtsolitic' 
which  were  adopted  by  John  Tyler,  ssio- 
tracts  from  the  speech  of  John  Tyl*^'^^ 
Minister,  without  saying  any  tliiag  for  lurafi 
except  that  he  adopted  those  seotim^t^  " 
now  moved  the  previous  qnestioo. 

Tellers  were  appointed  on  the  motion  fir  » 
previous  question,  and  they  reported  W  iip' 
affirmative,  and  48  in  the  negative— brin  » 
than  a  qaonmi. 

The  vote  was  th«i  taken  on  m 
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tte  praTion 
ried  in  tii«  KHlmiatl'    . 

)lr.  PsomT  mored  to  Uj  tiie  nsoliiU<Bia  on 
tbe  table ;  which  wu  negatived. 

Tbo  Totia  qaesUon  was  then  ordered. 

Tbe  first  resolntioii  bdng  then  In  order, 

Mr.  Vk.  W.  Ikwir  mored  to  1^  it  on  the 
Uble. 

Tha  Spxakxb  dedded  tbo  motion  to  be  out 
of  order;  and 

The  reacdntlon  wn  then  adopted— 7eu  87, 

80  tbe  fine  reacds&m  via  adopted. 

On  the  eeoond  reaoliition,  which  U  In  the  fol- 
lowing wordi: 

Jtitotmd,  That  the  afureMid  jwoUet  Ii  a  btaaeh 
of  tha  priTtlegaa  of  thli  Ho«iae,  and  that  it  be  not 
enteted  on  tlie  JoeinaL 


On  the  third  reaolnticn,  whieh  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing wwd;: 

lUtehid,  That  the  Preiideiit  of  the  United  Statei 
hu  DO  ligbt  to  lend  a  pioteet  tothliHonw  agiJntt 
mj  lit  it*  proceedings. 

Tbe  rote  reaoltod— Toae  66,  nara  08. 

So  tbe  third  reaolntion  was  admted. 

Tbe  qnestkin  recorring  on  the  nnirth  reioltt- 
tion,  which  la  in  the  foUowing  wordi : 

JIuoAmA  That  theClericorthlaEoiue be  directed 
to  lebmi  iIm  MBMtga  and  pcotett  to  Ila  author : 

Tas  then  takes,  and  the  vote  stood  as  fol- 
lows—jeaa  02,  nars  69. 

So  the  foorta  reeolntJon  vaa  r^ectod. 


DIBKHATX. 
'WMongDAT,  AngOflt  SI. 

On  motlMi  of  Ifr.  Sao,  (the  Freadent  pro 
tm^  not  being  in  the  obair,)  it  was 

Tot  XIT.— 84 


a  Freddent  pro  (mi.  of  tha 

A.  Metsage  was  roceived  fWim  the  Freddent, 
of  an  EzecDtive  cbaraoter;  and  whioli,  in  that 
character,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  oonaider 
with  closed  doora. 

In  B  few  minntea  the  doon  were  again  open- 
ed; and 

Mr.  UutorK  rose  and  addressed  the  Benate, 
expreaeiug  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  he  eat«r> 
tauted  for  tlie  nnwwm  oonrtesy  and  kindneas 
that  bodr  had  extended  to  Um  whUst  he  had 
the  honor  of  predding  over  ita  ddlberaliona 
dnriog  the  protnotea  and  exdted  sesdon. 
After  condoduig,  he  adjomned  the  Senate  itM 


Wkdsxsdat,  Aagnst  8L 
AdjourtMn«nt. 
Ur.  OmmKo,  from  tbe  Joint  Oommtttee  ap- 
Miinted  to  w^t  on  tbe  Preridoit  of  the  United 
Itates,  and  inform  bim  that  the  two  Hooaea  of 
Oongresa,  havhig  finished  die  boainees  before 
them,  were  may  to  a^Joam,  unices  he  bad 
some  farther  oommnnications  to  make,  rep<»1«d 
that  the^  had  performed  die  dntjr  amgned 
them,  and  had  been  answered  hj  tbe  Preddant 
that  he  had  no  flirther  communications  to  make 
toCcmgreasL 
On  motion  br  Ur.  Asakb, 
Ord*rtd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
ifonaing  tbam  that  the  Honae,  having  flnlabad  tha 
minew  before  it,  was  read^  to  a^oacn. 
On  motion  b^  Mr.  Hontm,  the  House  ad- 
jonimed  tfos  die. 
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PEOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SENATE  IN  SECRET  SESSION. 


Tbcbsdat,  AngTut  11. 
Mtuagt  /rom   tht  Prtiidmt  of  (Aa  VnHii  Slaitt, 


BenaUaftk 
Ta  Hi*  B*imte  of  tht  UniUd  SuiUt  : 

I  ban  the  BatlaTsctlon  '- 

Senate  the  result  of  the  i 
la  thia  dl;  with  the  Britiah 
trtordluarj. 

Theea  rotult* 

lit.  A  treatT  to  Mttle  and  define  the  bonndariea 
between  the  tcitltpTiea  of  Iba  Uiiiled  States,  and  the 
powteaions  of  ber  BritMmic  U^oBtr  la  NorUi  Ame- 
riM,  for  the  tappruban  of  Ibe  African  ilaTe-tride, 
■nd  the  mnender  of  eiiminali  fogitiTo  from  Jiutica 
In  outein  CMAf. 

Sd.  Acorreipondenceon  theialiject  of  Ibeiatcr- 
ferenoe  of  the  cohMiIal  aatboiilics  of  the  Britub 
WeetlndieawUb  American  merchant  TeaieladriTen 
by  KteM  of  weather,  or  carried  bj  Twlenoe,  lata  iha 
porta  of  those  coloniea. 

Sd,  A  correapondenoe  upon  the  subject  of  the 
attack  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline. 

4lh.  A  coneaponiJence  on  the  subject  of  impress- 


Senate,  h  wiH  terminate  a  difference  respectiDg 
boondar;  «hioh  baa  long  aubnsted  between  tbe 
two  GoTsniiDenla,  baa  been  tfao  aul^ect  of  several 


States,  and  the  Stales  more  immediate);  coneenied, 
bave  entertained  no  donbt  of  tbe  validity  of  tbe 
American  title  to  all  the  territory  which  baa  been 
in  dispate;  but  that  title  was  oonCroTcrted,  and 
tbe  Government  of  the  tJaited  StatM  liad  agreed 
lo  malie  the  dispute  a  aul^eet  of  artntration.  One 
arbitration  iud  been  sotnally  bad,  but  lud  tUled  to 
settle  the  oontrorsny;  and  it  was  found,  ' 
comnsneement  of  last  year,  tt  ' 
had  been  in  progreasbetweeai 
ftir  a  Ji^t  oomotatan,  witb  an  ultimate  reference 
to  an  umpire  or  aibitntor,  with  autborilj  to  milw 
a  final  dedsion.  That  oarreipondence,  bowever, 
bad  been  retarded  by  various  oceurrenoes,  and  had 
come  1«  no  deflnlla  retuk  when  tbe  apeclai  mission 
of  Iiord  AAbniton  waa  announced.  Tbii  move- 
ueot  on  tbe  part  of  England  aflbrded,  in  the 
Judgment  of  Ibe  EieeuUre, « fkrorable  opportunity 
Air  maldng  an  attempt  to  eettla  this  long«iIsting 
oontnversy  by  some  S(;nenient  or  treaty,  without 
farther  reference  to  aiUtraden.  It  aeenied  entirely 


proper  tbat,  if  this  purpose  wen  entetlilMiM- 
snlutkm  should  be  had  with  tbaantboriliaiif  # 
States  of  Haine  and  Itsaaachuaetta.  LKItn,  lk» 
fbce,  of  which  copiea  are  hetewitb  cennaaaAl 
were  addreised  to  the  GoTemoia  of  tbon  Suiu. 
icggesting  that  commiasionen  ihonld  be  imiui 
by  each  of  them,  reapectiTely,tore^u>tud;) 
and  confer  with  the  autbori^  of  this  Ooienaw, 
on  a  Une,  by  agroement  or  comraguui^  liA  li 
equlvalenu  and  compensatiocs.  lU  •up*'* 
was  met  by  both  StaMa  in  a  spirit  of  fuiu  ai 
patriotism,  and  promptly  complied  wilh.  Fm 
commiauoners  on  the  part  of  Uaiiie,  ind  Ihit  ■ 
the  part  of  HaasachnaetU  (all  penocHofMK&t 
and  nigh  character)  were  duly  aj^ioinUd  ud  t» 
mbrioned,  and  lost  no  time  lu  piesoliiig  iha- 
selves  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  At  Hud 
States.  These  oommiaaioners  have  been  iinm- 
spondenee  with  this  GoTemmeiit  dab«  tlw  jeM 
of  the  ^Benaaionsihaveeqjoyediueauilnnii' 
freest  oommnnicationa ;  have  dded  the  ^ewnl  A- 
ject  with  their  counsel  and  advice;  aDd,iD  liiai 
have  nnauimouriy  signified  tfaeir  sMeU  to  ikc  bi 
propoeed  in  the  treaty. 

Ordinarily,  It  would  be  no  euy  taak  to  nc(»<& 
and  bring  tc^ether  sticb  a  variety  of  intneu  ill 
oatterin  itself  difficult  and  pertJexed;btf  it<^ 
forta  of  the  Government  In  attempting  to  •xu' 
pliah  this  deainble  object,  have  been  aHwU 
and  sustaiaed  bv  a  aplrit  of  acoommoduiot  >^ 
conciliation  oo  tne  part  of  the  States  eoaixi3ei,» 
whiob  much  of  tbe  success  of  theesdfottiiiu'i 

Connected  with  the  settlement  of  tbe  Eu  of  il* 
North-eaitem  boundary,  no  far  as  it  le^iKU  ik 
States  of  Maine  and  Uassachnsetts,  is  (h  i» 
tinoatioa  of  that  liae  along  the  higUaadi  l°  '* 
nortb-westemmost  head  of  Connecticut  RiTci.l^ba 
of  the  aooreaa  of  that  stream  is  enlitlHl  ioili> 
character,  lias  been  matter  of  controva^,  ui  ' 
of  Bome  Interest  to  the  Stale  of  Kcw  Bm^^ 
The  Ebg  of  the  Ketherlanda  decided  Ot  »» 
branch  to  be  the  north- westernmost  bead  >f  w 
ConneodcuL  This  did  not  satisfy  the  chim  of  M> 
Hampshire.  Tbe  line  agreed  lo  in  Ibe  f^a^ 
treaty  follows  the  highlands  to  ibc  bead  of  Sib 
Btream,  and  tbetice  down  that  river,  cEd)ia«^^ 
whole  claim  of  ^'ew  Hampehire,  and  c'*'*^^ 
bee  title  to  100,000  acres  of  territory  """" 
she  would  have  had  by  the  dccwionof  ibe&I" 
tbe  Ketberlanda.  , 

By  the  treaty  of  ITas,  the  line  b  to  pv"^ 
down  the  Connecticut  Bivcr  to  the  Utb  'fl'*'^ 
north  latitude,  and  tbence  west,  by  that  paiaBit 
till  It  strikes  the  et-LawTSDce.  BeceoteuslsMM 
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htiiog  ucertaiaed  tbst  the  Une  heretolbre  noetved 
u  the  true  line  of  Utitnde  betTeen  thoae  ixdnti 
m  erroneoni,  uid  that  the  eoneotion  of  this  grror 
wDtiid  not  ODl;  leave,  on  the  Brltiih  side,  k  cod- 
ddenble  timet  of  terrltoir  heretofore  aoppoecd  to 
belong  to  the  Stktea  of  Yermont  and  ttew  York, 
but  ibo  Room's  Point,  the  site  of  a  mllitarT  work 
at  lh«  United  Butes;  It  baa  been  regarded  as  an 
object  of  Importance,  not  onljr  to  eetabllsh  the 
rigbtt  ud  iutisdlelion  of  those  States  up  to  the 
Em  to  which  thej  have  been  oontidered  to  extend, 
bot  ilw  to  oomimbeod  Rouse's  Point  wUbIn  tbo 
MritDiT  of  the  United  States.  The  relinquishmeat 
bj  the  BritiA  Garemment  <tf  all  the  terrilorj  south 
of  the  line  heretofore  conridered  to  be  the  true 
Ene,  hat  been  obtained;  and  the  consideiBtion 
(br  thli  r^nqriahnent  is  to  enure,  br  the  pn>> 
Tiaiona  of  the  ticatjr,  to  tbe  Slates  of  Msine  and 
KunchiuettM. 

Tbe  line  of  boncdarr,  U»en,  ttma  the  sonroe  of 
tlte  SI.  CidIz  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  fkr  «s  Udne 
■nd  Vasachnaetta  ia  conoeraed.  Is  fixed  bj  their 
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•a  consent,  and  for  consideTationa  satisfkotory 
tuem ;  the  ddef  of  these  conrideratlotia  being  tan 
prlTlIegeeftruisporCnK  tbe  lumber  and  aorlenitanl 
ptodnets,  ETown  and  raised  In  V^ne,  on  the  waters 
of  the  Bt  John  and  its  tribntaries,  down  that  river 
to  tbe  ocean,  free  from  imposition  or  diBsbllity, 
Ibe  importance  of  this  prlrilege,  peipetanl  In  Its 
termt,  to  a  coontry  covered  at  prcieot  by  pine 
feresis  of  great  value,  and  much  of  it  capable  here- 
sfler  of  iKrienlturat  Improvement,  la  not  a  matter 
upon  which  the  opinion  of  IntelUgMit  men  la  llkelj' 
to  be  divided. 

So  far  aa  Kew  Hampeblre  is  concerned,  tbe  treaty 
TCCnres  all  that  ahe  reqidrei;  and  New  York  and 
Vermont  are  quieted  to  tho  extent  of  their  claim  ' 
and  oecnntion.  The  ditference  which  would  be 
made  In  the  northern  boundary  of  these  tiro  States, 
bj  correcting  the  parallel  of  latitude,  mij  be  seen 
on  Tanner's  maps,  (1SS6,)  new  atlas,  maps  Nog.  S 
udg. 

tVom  tlie  tnterseotlon  of  the  45tfa  degree  of  north 
Istitnde  with  the  St.  IJiwrence,  and  along  that  river 
ud  tbe  lake*  to  tbe  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  I^e  Superior,  the  Une  was  definl- 
ttvely  agreed  on  by  the  commlMloncr*  of  the  two 
Gorerumcnts,  nuder  the  flth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  But  between  this  laat-menUoned  point  and 
the  Lake  of  tbe  Woods,  the  commissioners  acting 
under  the  7th  article  of  that  treaty  found  teTeral 
mstleta  of  disagreement,  and  therefore  made  no 
jtdnt  report  to  their  respective  Governments.  Tho 
9m  of  these  was  Sogar  island,  or  St.  George's  M- 
tnd,  lying  in  St.  Uary'a  River,  or  the  water  com- 
mimieatimi  between  uJies  Huron  and  Btiperior, 
By  the  present  treaty,  this  iahind  Is  embraced  in 
the  territories  of  the  United  SUIes.  Both  from 
foil  and  podtion.  It  ia  regarded  oa  of  much  value. 

Another  matter  of  dlSbrence  was  the  manner  of 


perior,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  The  Britlsb 
commltdoner  Insisted  on  proceeding  to  Fond  dn 
Lac,  at  the  south  western  angle  of  the  Like,  and 
Ihenco,  by  ihe  river  St.  Lonls,  to  the  Rainy  Uke. 
The  American  commissioner  sopposed  tbe  tme 
course  to  be,  to  praceed  by  way  of  Dog  River. 
Attempts  were  made  to  comjuYnnba  this  dlfferraee, 
but  wjtbout  ancceaa,    Tbe  details  of  these  procced- 
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Inge  are  foond  at  len^  in  the  jnlnted  aeparate  re- 
ports of  the  oommiasionera. 

From  tbe  Imperltet  knowledge  of  thia  remote 
country  at  the  date  of  tbe  treaty  of  peace,  some 
of  the  deacriptions  of  that  treaty  do  not  hsrmoaiie 
with  Its  natural  features,  ss  now  ascertained. 
"  Long  Lake  "  is  nowhere  to  be  found  under  that 
name.  There  li  reason  for  supposing,  however, 
that  the  sheet  of  water  intended  by  that  name  is 
the  estuary  at  the  mouth  of  Figeon  River.  Tho 
present  treaty,  therefore,  adopts  that  estuary  and 
river,  and  sfterwards  pannes  the  usual  route,  across 
the  hdgbt  of  land  by  the  vsrtona  portsgei  soil 
emsU  Utkes,  till  the  line  reaches  Balny  Lake,  from 


tbe  Lake  of  the  WoodsL  The  region  of  country  on 
and  near  tbe  shore  of  the  lake,  between  I^geon 
River  OD  the  north,  and  Fond  du  Lac  and  tbe  river 
St.  Louis  on  tbe  south  and  west,  considered  valnablo 
*s  a  mineral  region,  la  thua  Included  within  the 
United  States.  U  embraces  a  territory  of  four 
raiUions  of  seres,  northward  of  tbe  clahK  set  np  by 
the  British  coamiaatoner  under  the  treaty  of  Gfaeot. 
From  the  height  of  land  al  tbe  bead  of  Pigeon 


surveyors,  and  marked  on  the  m^>,  aa  a  region  t^ 
rock  and  water. 

From  tbe  north-west  an^  of  tbe  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  which  ia  found  to  be  In  latitude  4S  deg.  SS 
mln.  BS  seo.  north,  existing  treaties  require  tho  Una 
to  be  run  due  sooth  to  lu  Intersection  with  the  4sth 
parallel,  and  thence  along  that  pnrallel  to  tbe  Booky 


After  snndijr  loRinnal  coanannleatloas  with  the 
British  mlniater  upon  the  aalfteat  ti  the  elalma  of 
tbe  two  ooontrles  to  territory  west  of  UieBocky 
Honntalna,  so  little  probability  was  found  to  exist 
of  eomluf  to  any  agreement  on  that  subject  at 
present,  that  It  was  not  thought  eipedient  to  make 
It  one  of  the  snbjeolB  of  fonnal  negotlatian,  to  be 
entered  upoa  between  this  Qovemment  and  the 
British  minister,  as  part  of  his  dntlee  under  fala 
spedal  mlaalDD, 

By  tbe  treat*  of  l^SS,  ^m  line  of  dlvidon  along 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  from  the  [daee  where  the  Wth 
parallel  of  north  ladtnde  atrikes  the  St.  Lawrence, 
to  the  ootlel  of  Lake  Snpeiior,  la  Invariably  to  be 
drawn  through  die  middle  ot  soeh  watera,  and  not 
thronehttieiriddleof  tbdrayii  ehaniMls.  Socha 
line,  If  extended  accordhig  to  the  lileni  terms  of  tiie 
treaty,  would,  it  b  obmna,  ooeaJonally  Inteneet 
idanda,  The  manner  in  wbMi  tbe  eomnisrioBen 
of  the  two  OoTeraments  dealt  wHh  thb  diffioolt 
subject  may  be  seen  in  thdr  reports.  But  where 
the  line,  thus  fcdiowing  tho  mtd^  of  the  rivar,  or 
wmtereonrSe,  did  not  meet  with  Uands,  yet  it  waa 
liable  Bometlmes  to  leave  the  only  praoUaable 
nailgable  channel  altogeUier  on  one  aide.  The 
trea^  made  no  provision  for  tbe  common  nae  of 
the  watera  by  the  citlsens  and  antyectt  of  both 
eonnttiee. 

It  has  happened,  tberefbre.  In  a  few  InstaaoeL 
that  the  uae  of  the  river,  in  partienlar  plaoea,  wonld 
be  givatly  diminished,  to  one  party  or  the  other. 
If,  in  fact,  there  was  not  a  cboloa  fat  tho  use  of 
chBunela  and  paaaageSL  Tbna,  at  the  Long  Banh, 
In  the  St.  I^wrenoe— •  dangerous  f 
tloable  only  for  b 


angeroua  pesssge,  prac, 
only  saft  nm  Is  between 
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tha  Long  Sanlt  iiUndi  ftnd  Bttnbart's  UUnd  Ull 
whtoh  belong  to  the  UoiMd  Btktci)  m  one  lidB, 
■Dd  tho  AmerioMi  ahore  ou  the  otber.  On  (he 
Mher  huid,  by  &r  tho  best  punge  for  T«MeU  of 
any  depth  of  water,  from  I«he  Erie  Into  the  Detroit 
river,  is  between  Boi«  Blioc,  •  Brltlih  idasd,  and 
the  Canadian  ahore.  So  again  tiiere  are  acTeral 
channela  or  paaiagea,  of  difftoent  desreet  of  faelUt; 
and  QSefuUioM,  between  the  wreral  laUndi  in  the 
rirer  St.  Clair,  at  or  near  Ha  ootiT  Into  tbe  lake  of 
thai  ntne.  Is  tbeae  three  eaaei,  tbe  traalr  prO' 
Tides  tliat  all  the  nvtnl  peiagnn  and  ohaniiela 
dull  be  f  reo  and  open  to  tho  nM  of  tho  citluna  mod 
■nbjBots  of  both  partiea. 

no  treaty  obligationi  ndniituig  between  the 
two  eonotrie*  for  the  mpprenlon  of  the  Afiiean 
riare-tnda,  and  the  comptainta  node  to  thia  Oor- 
oniment  within  tlie  iaat  three  or  four  jbbts,  (manj 
of  them  bnt  too  well  fonndedj)  of  the  rialtation, 
adinre,  and  detention  of  AmenMB  Teweta  on  that 
ooaat  bj  Britldi  oraiaen,  would  sot  bnt  form  a 
delicate  and  highly  important  part  of  the  negotia- 
ttoiM  which  h*Te  now  been  held. 

Tbo  early  and  prominent  part  which  tbe  Goreni- 
ment  of  (be  United  States  hea  taken  for  tbe  abolition 
of  thia  unlawful  and  Inhuman  (raffle,  Is  well  known. 
By  the  tenth  Bidsle  of  tbe  treaty  of  Ofaent,  it  ia  de- 
clared that  the  traffic  In  *la«ea  la  Ineoondblde 
wiib  tbe  principles  of  bomanity  and  jaBUc«,and 
that  both  his  Majesty  and  tbe  United  States  are 
deidrons  of  coQtinnlng  their  eStrta  ' 


the  contracting  n 


It  best  endeaT- 


•dng  parlies 
.  .  „  -.jom^lah  fo  derinAtle  an  otjeot.  The 
Ooremment  of  tho  United  States  baa,  by  hw,  de- 
dared  the  Afiicaa  sla*e4rBde  plntcj ;  and,  at  ito 
tnggeation,  other  nations  bare  made  sindlar  enact- 
ments. It  baa  not  been  wanting  in  honest  and 
leeloaa  efTorts,  made  in  confonatty  with  tbe  wishes 
of  the  whole  conntry,  to  accomidiBh  tbe  entire 
•Ixdition  of  tbs  traffic  in  sIstss  upon  the  African 
tout;  but  these  effiirts,  and  thoee  of  other  oo«m- 
tries  directed  to  the  same  end,  hare  proted,  to  a 


tenBnghod 
r,  wUtmnsm 


bring  Ini 
tbe  dare 


and  Franoe,  by  wbieb  m  form 
nsoally  maintlns  a  brae  naTsl  for 
nnthoriced  to  I  ' 
esaels  found 
le  i^ench  flag, 
■eeember  Ust,  a 
signed  in  liondon  bj  the  representsHTes  .  .  „ 
hnd,  France,  Rosaa,  Pnuria,  and  Atntria,  having 
for  Its  professed  ol^ect  a  strong  end  united  effiirt 
oftbaflTapawetstonitsnend  totfaettafflo.  This 
tnaty  wH  not  oOdaU)'  eommnaioated  to  the  Oct- 
(mment  of  Um  United  States ;  bnt  lu  ptoTisfens  and 
(tlpaladons  are  siqipoaed  to  be  sccuratdy  known 
to  the  public  It  is  underatoed  to  be  not  yet  ntl- 
Sed  on  the  part  of  Franca. 

"So  applkatiOTt  or  request  has  been  made  to  thia 
Ooremment  to  become  a  party  to  thia  treaty;  bat 
tbe  oouree  it  idght  take  in  regard  to  it  has  excited 
no  amaU  degte*  of  attention  and  discusuon  in 
BoroBe,  as  tbe  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
nad  tbe  stipnlaUona  which  It  eontaina,  hate  esosed 
warn  anlmadTeition  and  {^eat  pcditioal  ennte- 

In  my  message  at  tbe  oommeDeement  <^  the 
present  session  of  CongrMS,  I  amdeirrored  to  slate 
the  prinelplee   which  this  QoTernment   supports 


respecting  the  right  of  seardiafid^  iaDoiijil 
flass.  Desironi  of  maint^aing  thoM  nin^ 
foUy.  at  the  same  time  that  eiioiiig  oUpbw 
sbotud  be  ralfiUBd,Ili«<rethoii^tiliiiiiitMMklnil 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  ihe  cwutiy  tbt  il 
should  execute  its  own  laws,  and  ^ivm  iti  on 
obligatioDS,  by  its  own  meuis  and  lu  on  ym. 
The  examination  or  Tiutation  ot  Ibe  madiH 
Tcssels  of  one  nation  by  the  enuienoruMkD,fa 
any  porpoae  except  those  known  ind  icknitt^tl 
by  (be  law  of  naUons,  imder  whaleier  nstnJBlt  gt 
isgulslionB  1(  nay  take  ptace,  may  lad  to  dugv 
ons  results.  It  U  for  better,  by  olhti  neita,  ti 
supersede  any  supposed  neceadty,  nujniiti*^ 
for  such  examination  ot  tUL  InterikniMtniii 
merchant  Tessel  by  sn  armed  cnusu  ii  ilitjt  i 
delloate  proceeding,  apt  to  tonoh  the  poi  it 
national  honor,  as  wisU  as  to  alCtcl  the  ioUnMd 
indiridnaU.  It  has  been  thought,  IketdiK,  t> 
pedlent,  not  only  in  RGCordaoce  with  the  itiiidMiM 
utatlbeaaBMluBiii» 
part  of  othen  ft<  lUi^ 
of  the  American  flag  upoB  Uu  K4  • 
they  exist  and  are  deOued  by  tbe  Uv  of  Wim 
to  enter  into  tbe  articiea  now  sobtdltol  U  ih 
Senate. 

The  treaty  which  I  now  submit  to  yon  |TO<m 
no  alteraUoQ,  mitigation,  or  modiSctiioD  a  tli 


pedient,  not  only  in  accordi 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but 
moving  all  pretext  on  the  pi 
the  immunities  of  the  Ameti 


of  the  law  of  nations.  Ita 
each  of  thetwoQoTcmments  shall  muatus,oall> 
coast  of  A&lca,  a  suffldent  squadrou  to  tntiM. 
sepantely  and  respecUnly,  (be  laws,  riglilKyj 
oMigSktioika  of  the  two  countries  for  the  luHiia* 
of  tbe  daTe-tmde. 

Another  conddersiion  of  ereat  InporUan  i* 
leeommended  this  mode  of  fnlfiUing  the  dodeiMJ 
obligations  of  the  conntry.  Our  conmott  iH 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  la  eiteosTc,  tad  >p 
posed  to  be  Inaieadng,  There  Is  r«aKist<ii^ 
that,  in  many  cases,  those  engaged  m  it  Innixl 
with  Intermptions  and  annoyances,  csatdbji^ 
Jealotaiy  and  InatigaHon  of  riTats,  cogurd  ^i" 
same  trade.  KanreomplalnUoatlusMjcctWi 
Mached  the  Government.  A  reiveciililg  »<* 
force  on  die  coast  is  the  natural  resBrt  ud  itoitil 
•gainst  fonbet  oecorrencea  of  tbls  Uni 

The  SBrrendsr  to  justice  of  perMMU>lt»,b<a! 
ooBuidlted  high  orimea,  seek  an  asylon  '>■■>'* 
ritories  of  a  ndghbotlng  nation,  wodd  •ccnUM 
SB  set  dns  to  the  canse  of  gesierd  josiie^  ml  I^ 
eriy  bdoni^  to  the  wesent  state  of  dnGuDc 
and  inlerooune.  The  British  pronnces  dT  ^^ 
America  are  eei^rated  from  the  States  of  tbt  rii« 
by  a  line  of  aeTend  thousand  mUca ;  and,  tlt^fl^ 
tjons  of  this  line,  the  amonnt  of  popdaluMM  eoa 
dd«  la  qi^te  conddeiable,  whila  the  fSBaT  ''  '*' 
bonnda^  ia  alw^s  easy. 

OAoden  apdnst  the  law,  on  the  one  tide,  ti* 
>es  to  tbs  other. 


great  diiBcdty,  they  are  brmightto  Ju^i* 
very  often  thej  wboUT  esoftpe.    A  coof-^"*"' 


Imnniuty  ftom  the  power  of  atoidiag  J*«^ 

tUs  way,  hastigates  the  unpriuc^ed  sad  TMtW 

to  the  eommuaioa  of  offences ;  and  Ike  ps^_^ 

good  nei^borbood  of  Ibo  border  are  ttamx^^"} 

often  disturbed.  .  . 

In  the  case  <tf  offenders  flodng  (roM  w^J" 

«  United  States,  tbe  OoTemots  of  Sttta""?" 

■pHtd  to  fat  their  surrender;  snd  qstrfe'i"' 

TeryembarrMdngnatnre  ailsB  from  Ibtsa  ep^ 

•    -    Itbaa  been  thought  Wa*JyiBip«rt*«.  »«■ 
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1  agne  to  f^lp^  u  hrinoni, 
ua  aenracuTB  vo  vut  uooiity  of  Ule  aDil  property. 
In  Ihb  careful  and  ipeclflo  eoiunenitloo  u  eriiOM, 
the  oltjeet  faasbecDto  exelnde  all  political  offcnoei, 
or  criminal  ehargea,  alUtlg  from  wan  or  Intestine 
commoUoiu.  TKawn,  mlqirUon  of  treaaon,  UbeU, 
deMTtion  fh»u  aSSt^rj  aeirlee,  and  other  oiffauoet 
of  dmilar  character,  are  exdadigd. 

Ind  lert  aoaie  onforeaeen  InconTeidence  or  no- 
expected  aboM  ihould  ariM  from  the  rtlpolation, 
rendering  Its  ooDllDnance,  In  ths  opinion  of  one 
or  boib  or  the  partlex,  not  longer  oeairable,  it  ia 
left  in  the  power  of  cither  to  pat  an  end  to  it  at 

nw  dettroetioD  of  the  iteainlMMt  Oarolino  at 
ScUosier,  fonr  or  fire  jtmn  ago,  oceadoned  no 
muH  degree  of  excitement  at  the  time,  and  became 
the  uil^ect  of  corrcapoDdence  between  the  two 
GoTemmentf.  That  oorretpondence  haTiog  been 
impended  for  a  condderable  period,  waa  reoawed 
In  the  ipriogof  the  la«t  year;  but,  do  aatb&etory 
remit  MTing  been  arriTed  at,  it  wu  tbonght  proper, 
Ihoa^  the  ocenrrenoe  had  ceased  to  be  freih  and 
receol,  not  to  omit  attention  to  tt  on  the  present 
Dccaiion.  It  haa  only  been  so  far  diaenaaad,  In  ttM 
correqundence  now  anbmltlad,  aa  It  waa  aoeom- 
idiibedbr  a  ^ladon  of  the  territory  of  the  Uidted 
Stalea.  The  letter  of  the  British  niBiater,  whB«  he 
itiemptf  to  JneU^  (bat  TiolaUoB  upon  (be  groood 
' -  i  o*enrattog  neoeerit^-adiuttiiig, 


MrettbeleM,  that,  e' 

■«l  due  for  it,  and  ai ,     ,    „       

nent  with  aaanranoea  of  the  aacred  regard  of  1& 
QoTeranient  for  tlM  inTioUblUty  of  national  terri- 
tory—haa  acemed  to  me  anlBcienl  to  warrant  for- 
bevance  fh>m  any  further  remonatraoce  agatntt 
»bat  took  place,  a«  an  aggreuion,  on  the  toil  and 
territory  of  the  cooutry. 

On  the  inb]ect  of  the  Intetfereon  of  the  BriUih 
uithorltlei  In  the  Weat  Indle^  a  confldent  hope  ia 
entertained  that  tha  eorreepondenca  whieh  haa 
taken  plaoe,  showing  the  gtomda  tdun  by  Als 
Gorenusen^  and  die  enxagemenla  entered  into  ^ 
the  British  mlntiter,  wlUbe  fotiiid  ivott  aato  satls^ 
the  just  expectation  of  the  peopte  of  the  Dnitod 
States. 

Tile  impreaament  of  seamea  from  merebant  Tea- 
ieU  of  this  country  br  British  cruisers,  althongh 
not  pnctised  in  time  of  peace,  (and,  therefore,  not 
St  piesent  a  productlra  cause  of  dlArenee  and  Ir- 
ritation,) has,  ncT-ertheless,  hftherto  been  so  pro&d- 
Dent  a  topic  of  controTersy,  and  b  so  likely  to 
bring  01)  renewed  contentions  at  the  Srst  broking 
out  of  a  European  war,  that  It  has  been  thoo^t 
the  part  of  wisdom  now  to  take  it  into  aerioos  and 
eanien  eonddentioiL  The  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  Britldi  mhdflter  explains  tha  gronnd 
which  tlw  GoTcnunent  has  asswned,  and  tM  prin- 
ce wUeh  it  means  to  u|diold.  Vor  the  deftnea 
OF  these  giwinds,  and  the  malnteinnee  of  these 
principles,  the  most  pertbct  reUanee  Is  plaeed  on 
tlie  intelugeiMs  of  ute  Aiaeiiosn  people,  aad  on 
tliBU'  Innaeaa  and  patriotism  in  wbateTer  tooehsa 


the  honor  of  the  country,  or  its  groat  and  tmrmtiil 

JOHtTTTLCB. 
W^iSHnoTon,  August  11,  IMS. 


I'neeedingt  ^  the  SenaU, 
The  tresty  to  settle  and  define  the  bonii- 
daries  betvoen  the  territories  of   the  United 
Btates,  end  the  posaesdinu  of  lier  Britannio 
H^esty  in  Nortfi  America,  for  the  final  sop- 
preeuoQ  of  the  Africoa  slave-trade,  and  for  the 
giving  up  ofcrimioaU  fogitire  from  Justice,  in 
oertain  oases,   was  read  twice  by  nnanimoot 
oonseut. 
On  motioa  by  Ur.  Bim, 
Ordertd,  That  the  treaty,  with  the  Ve«age  and 
accompanying  documents,  be  rettorred  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Kelations,  and  printed,  in  cmiS- 
deitcc,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


lfoin>a.T,  August  10. 

Vr.  RiTXS,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Fordgn 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  11th 
instant,  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit^o,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Birxa, 

Onbrsd^  That  the  said  treaty  Iw  postpoDed  la,  and 
made  tha  order  of  tlie  day  for,  Weanesday  next,  tlie 
11th  instant,  at  1  o'doak. 


'Wro^nsDAT,  Angnst  17. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oootider,  ■<  la 
Oommittee  of  the  Whid^  the  treaty  wlthGrart 
Britain ;  tod,  after  debate^ 

On  motion  by  Ur.  Bma, 

Oriertd,  That  it  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  at  half-past  eleren 


Sj>TUitDAT,  Angost  90. 

Ur.  RiTH  mbmitted  the  following  reicdii- 
tioo: 

JUtolfi,  (heo-tAtnb  o^  llu  Stuator*  prtttnt  cm*- 
tmring,)  That  the  Sanale  adrise  and  consent  to 
tlw  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the 
boundaries  between  tha  teiritariea  of  the  United 
Btale*  and  the  possessions  of  lier  Britannic  Hajesty 
in  North  America,  for  Ibe  floal  suppression  of  the 
African  slave-trade,  and  for  the  fpving  up  of 
criminals  furtive  bom  Justice,  in  ce^n  uses. 


ietennined  bi  the  affirmative— yen 


Hessrs.  Anhet,  Bamv,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Calhonn.  Oboate,  Clayion,  Cralta,  Orittendes, 
Cirthbett,  Dayton,  Brans,  IVilloo,  Graham,  Bandar- 
eon,  Hnnttngton,  Ker,  King,  UaagoM,  llerrkk, 
mnet,  HeiiAead,  Pbdpa,  Porter,  R^toa,  Uses, 
Bevier,  Simmons,  Bmith  of  Indiana,  Sptagne, 
Tallmadgo,  Tappao,  Walker,  WhUe,  Weodbiidge, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  Too^^ 
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Thou  who  voted  In  the  negative  are — 
Ifenra,  Allen,  Bagbj,  Benton,  Buchuiui,  Con- 
lad,  Linn,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Blargeon,   WIl- 

80  the  reAoIoUoii  wu  agreed  to. 
(Mtnd,  That  the  SeoretMy  Ur  tho  nld  resolu- 
tion before  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Stalea. 

[The  foDowing  ■pceobof,  on  the  BriUdi  Tnatj, 
were  addreswd  to  the  Senate :] 

Mr.  Erru  stud  that  the  Oommitlee  on 
ForeigB  Belationa,  to  vrhioh  the  treiotr  had 
been  referred,  not  havhiK  l>een  able,  from  the 
duHtDus  of  the  time  adlo^ed  hj  the 
advanced  stage  of  the  Bossion,  and  the 
aeqaent  nocesiiitj  of  earl;  action  on  the  eab- 
Jeot,  to  make  a  fomuil  and  written  report,  it 
devolved  on  him,  as  the  oraan  of  the  oommit- 
tee,  to  state  the  views  and  oonMderations  hy 
which  the  committee  had  been  influenced,  in 
reoonunending  to  the  Senate  to  give  the  con- 
Btitntional  aanctioi  of  thdr  "advice  and  coo- 
aent "  to  ita  raUfleation.  He  begged  leave  to 
•ay,  in  the  ontset,  that,  la  foroung  their  Jadg- 
ment  on  the  grave  qneetion  anbmltted  to  them, 
the  committee  hod  ielt  themselves  bound,  hj 
the  moet  solemn  of  all  obligations,  to  discard 
from  their  minds  everjr  consideration  but  snch 
M  qipwttuned  to  the  true  Interest  and  honor  of 
thrir  oonntrr.  Ther  hod  felt  that  it  wonld  he 
to  betraj  the  trnst  reposed  in  them  by  the 
Swate,  and  to  show  tbemselvea  nnwortbr  of 
the  confldenoe  of  the  country,  if  thej-  conld, 
for  a  moment,  permit  thMnaelvea,  in  pnrsuit  of 
partr  oti]eots,  or  under  the  influence  of  per- 
■onal  or  political  pr^ndices,  to  turn  aside  mun 
the  tuitwntU  question,  to  inquire  by  whom  Uie 
treaty  had  been  negotiated,  or  whoso  name 
etood  sabaoribed  to  it.  Tbery  have  looked  to 
the  treaty  in  itself  isolated  from  every  invid- 
ons  reference  to  persona  or  parties ;  and  have 
prononnoed  npon  its  acceptance  or  rejection 
as,  in  their  best  Judgment,  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  demand. 

The  sttpolalionB  of  the  treaty  embrace  three 
distinct  objects  :  an  exact  and  permanent  defl- 
nition  of  the  Iranndarles,  where  they  had  been 
the  sol^ect  of  donbt  or  dispute,  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  a^a- 
cent  provinces  itf  Groat  Britain;  a  plan  of  co- 
operation for  the  more  cfiectual  snppreaaion 
or  the  slave-trade;  and  an  agreement  for 
mutual  surrender,  in  certains  cases,  of  criminals 
■  fugitive  from  Jnstioe.  The  first  of  these 
oljecia,  fiwn  ita  intimate  oouneotion  with  tho 
tronqnUlity  of  the  frontier,  and  the  peace  of  the 
two  conntriea — on  several  oorasions  exposed 
to  Imminent  haxard  of  interroption,  from  in- 
tmtions  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  the  con- 
flicting Joriadiotion  exercised  over  it — nata- 
raUy  oconpies  Uie  foreground  of  the  treaty. 

^le  merita  of  the  oontroverey  respecting  our 
Korth-eastem  bonndory,  and  the  respective 
olalms  and  argnmenta  of  the  two  parties,  in 
regard  to  it,  are  too  well  known  to  the  Senate, 
(said  l£r.  B,,)  to  require  any  reoapltnlation  rf 


them  at  my  hand^  A  britC  retRMput  gf  the 
history  of  the  contaovetay,  howanr,  bi^  bi 
neoeeaary  to  enable  the  Senate  to  ecnprdiad 
the  position  of  the  question  at  uis  muA 
when  the  negotiations  whkh  ten^uted  n 
tills  treaty  ffere  entered  upon. 

The  second  article  of  the  definitive  tmtjtl 
peace    of  17B8,    deaeribes   the  ITortli-tMai 
boundary   of  Uie    United  State*  as  foUon: 
"Beginning  at  the  north-west  ai^  tf  Kan 
Boplia,  to  wit:  that  angle  which  isfonned  if 
a  line  drawn  due  north  fhxn  the  taa»  of  l^ 
St  Oroix  ffiTertothehighlanda;  doifthsMd 
bi^iland^  which  divides  tboaa  riven tkit«in 
themaelTea  into  the  river  of  St.  lawmtifaa 
those  which  fall  into  the  AtUotio  Oeeta,Kilb 
north-westenimosthead  trfOtameotiMitBiw;' 
and    then,  pnraoing   the   deacriptl«i  <t  it 
boundaries  of  the  United  Btatea  arooDd  lU 
whole  territory,  on  the  north,  the  vat,  ol 
the  Bouth|  It  returns  to  the  eastera  bouda} 
of  M^e,inthofo]lowinKWoria:  "Eulbti 
line  to  be  drawn  along  'S»  middle  itf  tbt  lint 
St.  Oroiz,  from  ita  mouth,  in  the  hoy  ofFia^I, 
to   ita   source,  and  from  its  aoiiie«t  &(4 
north  to  the  aJbiwidd  Uganda,  whicli  diiili 
the  Rvera  that  fbll  into  tJM  AttontkOetsR  fill 
those  which  fUl  into  the  river  SL  lavrtaca' 
Nothing  could  afford  a  more  rtriUiig  tri- 
deuce  of  the  extremely  defective  hnovledpd 
the  ffeography  of  the    oonntry  in  quaka 
which  existed  at  the  time  of  the  idiland 
the  treaty  of  peace,  than  the  &ct,  thit,  mb 
very  first  year  succeeding  the  oondnskn  liU 
treaty,  a  serious  oontrovosy  anrfalMtvwiil^ 
high  contracting  parties  aa  to  whidi  «■  "»> 
ritw  St.  Oroix,  her*  called  for  at  a  lutui' 
boundary  between  their  acUaoent  pcMKi<w 
Iliere  were  three  river^  emptying  thcSKlie 
into  Paseamagnoddy BJay,  afmrtrftkSt^ 
Fvndy,    (aa    it    was    anbaeqneUly  fotwl 
dealai«d  to  be,*)  each  one  of  wUeh,  it  m«^ 
had,   some  time  or  other,  poaaad  nadtt  ih 
name  of  St.  Oroix.    This  tairibxiol  nw^  t^     I 
errora,  like    all    other   oueatlona  ef  Sap^ 
boundary,  was,  on  several  occadoas,ntar  ji*-      \ 
ducing    troffieal  results,    by  emhmiW  ^ 
authorities  and  population  a4}aoeot  to  tlu  w 
troverted  limits.    The  most  oaatem  ri"?  *" 
ddmed  by  the  Ututed  Statea  as  the  tnu  & 
Croix— tbeweslembyOreatBritain.  T«^' 
after  lowering  over  the  peoee  of  tb«  tt^ 
for  ten  years,  thiscmtromsy  watpBtiosina 
of  amicable  adInstmeDt  by  the  tieatr  of  1.^ 
(commonly  ealled  Jay's  treaty,)  wU^  dkhw* 
for  the  appotntmaat  of  Jtriat  ttmaSmfXKtV 
determfaie  whteh  was  Uie  river  tnly  InUM" 
under  the  name  ef  the  St  Croix,  in  tbs  IrW 
of  peaoe.    The   eommiasioiKn  md,  sad.* 
1798  doaed  thdr  delibeiatkHM,  %r  *'^ 
an  intMinadiate  rirer,  called  SctiJ^  ^** 
the  true  St.  Orvbc  of  the  tres^;  iria^  m 
be^,  according,  ever  ^noe  reoogaim  *m 
observed  aa  the  actual  bonadary  of  dn  Dbw 
"'  '     '    that  qnarter,  and  to  that  atfut 
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In  B  verj  itiort  tiaie  after  thia  portion  of  the 
Kortb-eastent  botmdarr  wu  (woertMnod  aod 
Mtabliifaed,  Dew  diffioaltits  and  nncertualiaa 
■rose  in  Mloning  it  out,  aocordb^  to  the  tenna 
oftbe  trea^  of  peace.  The  deouion  of  these 
eomniissioDen,  ander  the  treaty  ot  17M,  in 
iden^flng  the  true  river  St.  (^!z,  and  in 
filing  iti  aonrce,  had  estal^hed  the  tenainw 
It  quo,  from  whloh  the  bonndarj'  in  question 
wu  to  be  nn.  But  the  tertninut  ad  fuom,  to 
Thieh  It  iraa  to  be  con^ued — to  wit:  the 
latUand*  dividing  the  tribntary  wat«n  of 
the  8t.  Idwreaoe  and  the  Atlaolic,  which  lay 
dtM  north  from  the  aonroe  of  the  BL  Orobc — 
mnained  to  be  ascertained;  and  when  tA«y 
mre  Hicertained,  the  north-westeranioet  head 
oftbe  Oonnectioot  River,  (another  terminiuto 
which  the  bonndarj  alonff  tJu  toid  hi^Uandt 
*iu  to  be  Mottoned,)  were  also  to  be  Identified 
ud  eatabUAed.  .  Botii  of  these  temini  were 
nppoaed  to  be  involved  in^lonbt  bj  tbe  aotoal 
gM^rafibT  and  i^jaoal  conformation  of  the 
MDDti7.  The  hjgblanda  described  in  the 
treat;,  were  Mdd  to  have  no  dtflniU  existence 
in  nature;  and  the  varions  aoaroea  of  tlie  Ck>n- 
necticQt  Blver,  and  their  relative  position,  pro- 
duced eonfoiion  in  determining  which  waa  the 
trne  nortb-weetenunost  soaroe  referred  to  bj 
the  treaty  of  peace.  F(»  the  "  a^oatment  of 
thne  naceitainties,"  bj  the  ageooy  of  a  Joint 
commission  fcnmed  on  the  model  of  that  of 
Jaj's  treaty  in  regard  to  the  St  Orwi  River,  a 
coDTention  waa  concluded  bv  Itr.  Rafaa  King 
with  Lord  Hawkesboiy,  in  May,  1808,  under 
the  inttmetions  of  Hr.  Madison,  then  the  Beo- 
reUrj'  of  8tat«.  This  convention  received 
the  nnaniinona  advice  and  eouaent  of  the 
Seuate  to  ita  ratifloation,  Vith  the  exception  of 
Its  fifth  articte,  relating  to  the  Korth-weetam 
bonn^ity  between  the  lake  of  the  Woods  and 
the  ttisrisdppl  River,  which,  it  waaappreheod- 
ed,  mi(^  oouiet  with  the  territorial  claims  of 
the  United  Stalea  nnder  the  treaty  for  the  par- 
diise  of  Loniriena  from  France ;  which  had 
been  eonoloded  twelve  days  previous  to  the 
eoavention  with  Lord  Eawlieebnry,  but  which 
bet  was  not  known  to  either  of  the  negotiators 
at  the  signatore  of  the  latter.  The  change 
thus  made  by  the  Stnate  not  being  sooeded 
to  by  the  British  Government  the  oonventiwi 
fulod  to  take  eSbct. 

thus  stood  the  qneation  with  regard  to  the 
North-eaetem  boundary,  without  any  new  ar- 
raogement  to  obviate  or  a4]n>t  the  nnoertoin- 
t<es  which  had  arisen,  nntil  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
By  the  fifth  article  of  that  treaty,  it  was 
■greed  that  two  eommisricnen  ahonld  be  sp- 
jwinted— one  by  ea^  party— to  oeoertun  and 
determine  where  is  the  point  of  interwotion,  or  i 
angle  called  the  north-west  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
the  aoorce  of  the  St.  Oroii  to  the  blghlonda,  as 
deecribed  in  ttie  treaty  of  peace ;  and  also  the 
north-westemmoM  head  of  Oonnectiont  River; 
ud  to  canrn  the  entire  bonndary,  &om  the 
•onrce  of  the  St  Croix  to  the  river  8t.  Law* 


resce,  to  be  surveyed  and  marked,  acoording 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace ; 
and  if  these  oommlssioners  shonld  differ  in 
opinion  on  the  matters  referred  to  them,  then 
th«r  diSerences  were  to  be  referred  to  some 
friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  the 
purpose,  whoee  decitioo  shonld  be  final  and  oon- 
closiveon  aUtbematteraeoreferted.  Thccom- 
mitsioners  app<dnted  nnder  the  trea^  of  Ghent 
having  radically  differed  in  thtdr  views  of  the 
tme  boondaij,  a  convention  was  entered  into 
between  the  two  Qovemmenis,  in  fleptemW, 
1827,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  atipuli^ 
Teferenoe  to  some  friendly  sovereign ;  agreehut 
to  proceed,  in  concert,  to  the  choice  o(  such 
friendly  sovereign,  and  rwalating  variona  de- 
tails connected  with  the  arbitration.  The  King 
of  the  Netherlands  was,  by  the  conenrrent  act 
c^tbe  two  Govetnmoita,  mbseqaentiy  chosen 
as  the  arbiter;  and,  in  January.  1881,  he  pro- 
nomced  hia  award—declaring,  In  effect,  that 
neither  the  line  olumed  by  vae  United  Stotee^ 
to  the  north  of  the  river  St  John,  nor  that 
darned  hv  Great  Britun,  to  the  eoath  of  that 
river,  fulfilled  the  deecripUou  of  tjie  bonndary 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  peaoe ;  that  the  stip- 
nlations  of  the  treaty  were  too  vagne  and  inde> 
terminate  to  admit  of  Batisfaotcwy  execntion, 
when  applied  to  the  actual  topography  of  the 
coontrr;  and  that,  therefore,  "it  will  be  iolt- 
able  (t'l  eotmmdra)  to  adopt  on  the  boundair 
line  of  the  two  States"  a  line  whicn 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  souroe  of  the  St 
Oroix  till  it  intersect  the  river  St.  John,  shall 
contanoe  altmg  that  river  to  the  month  oi  the 
St  Flmncla ;  ttienoe  along  the  Bt  Francis  to  iti 
sonth-westMnmoet  bead;  and  theno&  by  a  due 
west  course^  to  the  line  claimed  by  the  United 
States. 

This  award  of  the  King  oT  the  Netherlands,  in 
proposing  the  adoption  of  a  new  bonndary, 
was  conudered  as  a  departure  from  the 
qneation  snbndtted  for  his  decision  by  the 
terms  of  the  reference,  and  was  held,  tlienfore, 
not  to  be  obligatory  on  the  nartiee.  The  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  Wore  whom  the 
award  was  laid  by  the  President  for  thdt 
advice  on  the  sntiject,  ez|weued  on  opfaiioa 
Qn&Torable  to  ita  aooeptuiae;  and  fhnn  that 
time  down  to  the  q>eeial  mission  of  Lord 
Ashburtoo,  a  eeries  of  halting  and  abortive 
negotiations  has  been  gtdng  on  between  the 
two  Governments,  terminatmg  in  nothing,  aod 
'--  '-  'his  distorblng  controversy  as  faros 
a  settlement;  the  peaoe  of  the  two 
ooontriee,  in  the  mean  time,  exposed  to  per- 
petual danger  of  intermptloD,  by  ooUiaions  on 
the  debatable  frontier. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thus  briefly  retraced  the 
history  of  this  controversy,  and  exhibited  the 
mutual  proceedings  of  the  two  Governments  in 
regard  to  it — not  witit  any  pnrpoee  of  weakm- 
ing  or  impagning  the  Just  title  of  the  United 
States  to  tiie  territory  daimed  by  them  as  behig 
witi)hi  the  limits  established  by  the  treaty  of 
peace;  on  the  contrary,  he  feh  in  his  own  mind 
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a  clear  oonTiotJoa  of  the  JutiM  and  Tali^tr  of 
the  American  claim,  u  resting  <m  lite  terms  of 
the  treaty.  He  belioTed  that  the  bonndary 
claimed  hy  the  United  States  folfllled  the  litersl 


desoription  oontwiied  in  the  treatj,  and  that  it 
was  the  oolj'  boimdarr  line  whioh  did  fblfll 
that  deeoription.     He  had,  thereftve,  heartUf 


ooiicniT«d  in  the  retolnUut  muoimotMl;  paned 
in  this  body,  foar  years  ago,  afflrmlng  onr  em- 
diction  of  the  right  of  the  United  Sttfee  voder 
the  treaty  of  peace;  end  nchi  be  wu  aathor- 
iced  to  My,  wea  etlll  the  Ofdnion  entertained  by 
oveij  member  ot  the  cogindttee.  Bnt,  while 
this  WM  tlte  opinion  of  the  oMmnUtee  and  of 
the  Soiate,  and,  withont  donl^  of  a  large 
m^ority  of  the  dtlsena  ttf  the  IJnited  State* 
who  have  inveetlgated  the  anhjeot,  It  la  impoa- 
dble  for  ni,  looking  at  the  |«blio  and  icdeinii 
acta  of  the  nation  tfaroim^  ita  reeogaiMd  organa, 
now  to  stend  nnoomprominngly  on  the  nonod 
of  right,  Ve  have  admttted,  orcr  ana  orer 
ogdn,  tliat  the  qoeatlon  b  one  open  to  doutt 
md  emtnMftjf;  koA,  as  aneh,  we  have  weed 
to  make  it  a  mtject  of  arMlra(tO»;  uid  the 
oi»nion  of  tJie  arbiter,  however  wanting  in 
IomI  cAlIgation,  hat  yet  been 
before  the  world  against  onr  claim. 

After  theae  Taiioos  and  repeated  aota  at  the 
national  snUiorltiea.  aoknowiedging,  in  one 
form  or  another,  toe  doabts  ud  difflenlliea 
which  itood  to  the  way  of  the  aotoal  dwuioa- 
taon  of  the  boondary  in  qoeetion,  acoord' 
the  proTuiona  of  the  treaty  of  17S8,  It 
to  the  committee  too  late  in  the  day,  consist- 
ently  with  a  proper  regard  for  the  peace  of 
naUoQs  and  the  opmions  of  the  world,  to  plant 
onnelvea  now  sternly  and  Inflezibly  on  the 
gronnd  of  a  clear,  mM^ut,  and  iiMMUfVMr>- 
tt&b  right  to  the  [wecise  line  of  bonndary  we 
cUm.  If  the  honor  of  the  country,  as  is  now 
asserted,  demanded  that  the  twmntMi  tw  of 
onr  claims,  in  regard  to  the  di»nted  Mon- 
dory,  ihonld  have  been  rigorootly  indsted  on  ia 
the  late  negotiation,  then  that  honor  has  been 
l«Mig  ainoe  trretrievably  proetrated  In  the  dost 
Itwaa«ii«Pt/tMiI  by  the  trea^  ofl^  by  the 
oonvenlion  of  1B08,  by  the  Ghent  negotii^tHU 
In  IBll,  by  the  arbitratitHi  arrangement  of 
1827;  it  was  Mroysd  by  WaahhigtoD,  JvSbt- 
■on,  and  Madison;  tramjiUi  tmdsr  foot  by 
every  mooearive  admlnLrtwticBi  that  ho*  been 
chaiged  with  the  fordgn  relations  of  the 
oonntry,  from  the  peaea  of  178S  to  the 
present  d^.  Bow  wonid  even  onr  hero  Pred- 
dent,  the  venerable  Jaokaon — at  whose  loHj 
tone  in  the  (breign  interoonrse  of  the  nation 
the  world  stood  surprised — how  wonId  he  stand 
if  tried  by  this  new  standard  of  dlplomatlo 
ehivalryt  Dnring  the  period  of  his  adminis- 
tration, repeated  entries  were  made  on  the 
^nnited  twrltoiT  by  agents  of  the  nd^boring 
BritiA  provinoiu  anthoiitiea,  who  arrested  oar 


(saldUr.  B.)  tobemy  dntrto  Isy  itbBbnll* 
Senate,  that  they  may  fblly  ^preciaU  ii4tai|r- 
inga,  and  determine  fi>r  tbemsdve*  the  nip' 
aiM  importance  whieh  bdoag  to  tL 

I  am  fiv  from  intimating  (said  lb-  BM 
that  the  doonments  diseoverad  1^  lb-  SfM 
onrioos  and  wdl  w<«thy  of  o<n»d«^M<* 
tbOT  nndonbtedly  are,  are  of  wdgkt  ndiaM 
to  ^lake  the  tiOe  tf  the  United  States  fNoM 
on  the  poaitive  langaage^  the  tra^  " 
peaoe.  Bnt  they  conld  not  &il,  In  the  nt« 
of  another  re&renoe,  to  give  mcsMnd  «■' 
fldenoe  and  en^ibaais  to  the  fretMsen," 
Great  Brit^  and  to  exert  acorrfi^eDdiua- 
Itinns,  s^sed  their  property,  and  trona- 1  finenoe  npon  the  mind  of  the  aiwsr.  u  >| 
ported  both  one  and  the  other  into  a  foreign  worth  while^  hi  this  oonnection,  to  t^  ti 
[nrisdlotlon.    Did   he    summon  the  nation  to  I  what  Lord  Aahbniton  has  aud,  la  «m  n  ■■ 


arms  tat  fki*  iiattiU  umuw*  ^  *itt  UniiMfl 
— as  it  assuredly  waa  if  the  princifk  tow  h 
che^>ly  pnt  forward,  of  the  faaaalnwrtiM) 
Jnstiue  and  validly  of  OUT  title  to  the  borninj 
we  dalmed,  be  correct  No,  it;  bs  konr 
that  however  strong  might  be  onr  amTidiia 
(f  the  iostioe  of  onr  cUm,  that  then  *m 
«M  titut  to  the  qaestion— the  odnnaiy  di^ 
resting  on  the  grounds  which  we  hsd,  bj  lU 
most  solemn  notional  acts,  recogdaa  U  h 
bir  t<^os  of  disonasien;  ud  thst  wstonll 
not  JnsQ^  onroelvea  to  (he  moral  sbdm  ofiui' 
Un^  in  rashly  taking  the  decinon  of  tlufw 
tion  into  onr  own  ti«"il», 

It  ^^eors  to  the  ooDunittee,  tbmfon,  a 
knldng  ha^  to  the  pubUoand  solenaictii 
the  Gorarameat,  and  of  its  aoeoeaiTsadnii- 
Istntiona,  that  the  time  haa  paonl,  if  it  m 
•ziited,  what  wo  could  be  Jnstifled  ia  tsibi 
theprMlse  line  <^  boondary  cltinied  by  isai 
snttjeot  of  a  tftte  f«a  mm  nqpitistioD,  <r  <t 
the  ultima  ratio  of  on  assertion  by  fercc  Did 
a  second  arbitration,  then,  afford  th>  pnaicd 
of  a  more  aattsftotoiy  resnltt  This  upediai 
to  be  eqnslly  rrieoted  hj  oU  psrtw--^ 
'■-""---  by  Groat  Britain,  and  bj  111 


baa  been  iud«,lti 
fit  to  bear  in  mind  the  riti  and  eaeaiint 
aa  wcU  aa  the  Inevitable  del«  and  «i|Mi^ 
Inddent  ta  that  mode  of  decinon.   Te  bn     I 
already  seen,  in  the  instance  of  the  srUmiis 
by  the  King  of  the  Netheriandi,  bo'  Meb      I 
weif^t  a  tribnnal  of  that  sort  It  IncliMd  u 
give  to  the  argument  of  einwsn  jcaei^  and  iiq- 
posed  inttittion  «i  the  part  ot  the  Mgctirim 
of  the   treaty   of  1788,  agunit  th«  li»d 
and  po^ve  turns  nuplt^ed  by  the  iMnoM 
initadsacriptionofliinlta.     lathereno^iin 
in  the  event  of  another  arbitiuticn,  Uai  i      | 
&rther  researdh  into  the  pnblio  tcthireia 
Enrc^  might  bring  to  lioht  soma  mthmmil     I 
(even  though  apocrypha^  document,  to  Hn* 
a  new  shsde  of  plausible  doubt  on  th«  dttf- 
nes>  of  onr  title,  in  tbe  view  of  a  toraef 
arbiter!    Such  a  document  has  alnsdr  Urn 
eommnnioated  to  the  committee;  and  IM" 
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mniDniitcstioiii  to  Up.  Webster,  when  ex- 
pliialDgbtB  views  of  the  porition  of  tiiehlgh- 
W»  deHribed  In  the  trMtj : 

"Uj  iametioD  of    Ike  taapt,  end  n;  azuti- 

nation  <^  tM  dodnnentB,"  aajaUa  Lordibip,  "le*4 

10  a  Toiy  ttroBiK  conrictloa  that  the  b^bUudi 


conlcmplaled  bj  the  negotiaton  of  tha  tnatj  vera 
Um  onlf  hlf^hlaada  tben  known  to  (hem — at  the 
htid  of  the  Feaobecot,  Kennebec,  and  tbe  liTera 
wot  of  the  Bt.  Croli;  and  tbat  tliaj  did  not  pre- 


rtlMti 


a  yoB  are  awan. 


LlTlagMan,  and  afierwardi 
Tie*  leeaRd  ta  (ravail;  and, 
tbme  won  pfopeaata  to  mh^  fbr  tbeie  Mg*-UnA. 
to  tbe  wttt,  Mbut  aiMM,  1  beUare,  they  wiU  be 
tanoi  le  aauwer  paiftctly  the  deeoription  of  tbe 
tnatf.  If  thia  qoeition  should  nnfortnnatelf  go 
to  a  (brtfaer  reference,  I  shonld  bj  no  means  de- 
•pair  of  Ending  lOniB  confirmation  of  this  Tier  of 

It  is  for  tbe  Senate  to  ooorider  (added  Ifr. 
BtvM)  whether  there  would  not  be  mneh  risk 
r  oompKeadoiu  and  embttr- 


open  for  another  litigated  rcAweiMw;  and  If  the 
Brittah  GoTemment — stoonri;  prepoaseswd,  as 
ita  minister  tells  tn  it  la,  wlOi  the  Jostlee  of  Ha 
Glaims— wonM  not  find  what  it  would  natnTaUj 
eonrider  ft  persnarfto  "  oonfinnatton  of  its 
views  ofthe  ease"  in  dooanwnl«,raiAaathoae 
encoimtered  b^  ICr.  6paifa  In  his  Idatorieal 
twMTchea  in  tbe  anUvea  of  France. 

A  map  has  been  vanntinglf  paraded  here, 
ftom  Hr.  JcAbreon'i  eolleoUon,  In  tbe  teal  of 
opposition,  (withont  taUng  time  to  see  what 
it  was/)  to  oonfrtnt  and  Invalidate  the  m^ 
found  bj  Vr,  Bparks  In  the  Foreign  Offloe  at 
Paris;  Imt,  the  moment  it  ts  examined,  it  is 
fonni  to  mutoln,  hj  the  moat  precise  and  re- 
markable eorrespondenoe  in  everj  feature, 
the  map  conunnnicated  hj  Ur.  Sparks.  The 
Senator  who  prodnoed  1^  oonld  eee  nothiw 
bat  the  nderosoopto  dotted  line  ranning  off 
in  a  north-eastmfj'  direotion;  bnt  the  moment 
other  ejes  were  ^plied  to  it,  there  was  fbond, 
in  b(4d  relief  a  strong  red  line,  inffioaUng  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  aooordiog  to 
tbe  treatf  of  peaoc^  and  coinddlng,  minntelf 
snd  exactly,  with  Uta  bonndarj  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr,  Sparlta.  Tbat  this  red  line,  and 
not  the  hardly  visible  dotted  line,  was  in- 
tended to  represent  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  aocormng  to  tbe  treaty  of  peace.  Is 
Mnclnsirely  shown  bj  the  circnmstsnce,  tbat 
be  red  line  is  drawn  on  the  m^  all  aronnd  tbe 
iitcrior  bonndarr  of  the  Uidted  Btatea; — 
hrongh  the  middle  of  the  Kotthem  Lake^ 
henoe  iJiRHwb  the  LongLalce  asd  tbe  Balnj- 
L.ake  to  the  Lake  of  tbe  Woods  ;  and  from  the 
rertem  extremity  of  Qie  Lake  of  the  Woods 
o  the  river  ITisslseippi :  and  along  that  river, 
o  the  point  where  the  iraimdary  of  tbe  United 


States,  aeoonHng  to  the  trea^  of  peaoe,  leaves 
it;  and  tbenoe^  bv  its  easterly  eonne,  to  the 
month  of  tbe  St  Mary's,  on  the  Atlantic. 

Here,  Quai,  i»  a  moat  remarkable  and  nnforo- 
M«t  ecaflmutioa  of  the  map  of  Hr,  Sparks, 
and  by  another  nu^  of  a  moat  impoang  char- 
acter, and  bearing  -rtaj  bleh  marks  of  antben- 
tidty.  It  was  printed  and  paUished  in  I^wia 
in  1784,  (tbe  year  after  the  eonolosioa  of  the 
peace,)  by  Lattr^,  fpvMur  dit  S^  (engraver 
of  tn^M,  te.,  to  the  King.)  It  b  fOniully  onli- 
tied,  on  ita  face,  a  "  map  of  the  United  Statwa 
<rf  America,  wxortUmt  to  the  Irtaiy  of  peatt, 
1TS8."— (OartedeaEtats  Unis  de  rAmdriqae, 


snlvantle traits  dep^  de  ITSS.")  It  lfl''dedi. 
eated  and  presented  "  (de^Kie  et  preaent£e)  "  to 
his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stetes  of  Amer- 
ioSf  near  the  oonrt  of  Franocs"  and  while  Dr. 
Franklin  yet  remained  In  Peris ;  for  he  did  not 
retnm  to  the  United  States  till  tbe  mning  of 
tbe  year  17Bfi.  Is  there  not,  then,  the  most 
platuible  ground  to  argne  tiiat  this  map,  pn>- 
nesing  to  be  one  oonsbrnoted  "  aooordlng  to  the 
tieaty  of  peaoe  of  1T6S,"  and  being  "  d^icatod 


yet  remained  in  Paris  while  tbe  m^  was 
pnbUibed,  was  made  oat  with  his  knowledge, 
and  by  his  directions ;  and  tbat,  corresponding 
as  it  does  iimUeaOifi  wltb  tiie  map  fbnnd  by 
Mr.  Sparim  in  the  Archives  of  the  Foreign 
AtEiirs  In  Paris,  they  both  partake  oftheMune 
preenmptioiu  in  fbvor  <rf  their  anthentldty  ( 

A  qaeatlon  of  ^spnted  boundary  between 
a^taoent  territories,  now  r^dly  AUing  np  with 
a  nardy  and  euterprtriiw  pt^nlation,  is  one 
attended  with  constant  danger  to  the  peace  of 
the  two  nations.  The  acta  of  Ill-advised  indl- 
vldnals,  of  small  detaehmeata  of  troops,  of  enb- 
ordlnate  local  anthorities,  mi^,  at  any  moment 
bring  on  a  conflict,  In  whleh  tlie  two  conntriea 
woold  be  eommttted  to  tbe  stAm  Issoea  of  war, 
agdnst  Uidr  own  deliberate  polity  and  wtll. 
How  near  this  cataatrophe  was  bring  brooriit 
abont  threa  years  ago,  tsa.  the  oeeasloo  of  wtat 
was  called  ^e  ArooabxA  war,  I  need  not  re- 
mfatd  the  Senate.  For  tennln^ng  tUi  thorny 
and  long-protracted  eontrovenry,  ao  Itan^t 
irlth  misoniefb  and  dongera  to  both  conntrMSi 


.  _  and  well-deflned  bonndaiy  line.  AB 
attempt*  to  effect  an  arrangement  trf  this  kind 
Uthoto  have  been  rendered  nnavdHug,  by  the 
imposribili^  of  obtolidng  the  assent  of  the 
States  of  Maine  and  Massaehnsetts— one  of 
them  claiming  the  rights  of  aorereignty  and 
Jurisdiction,  as  well  sa  sdl;  tbe  other  an 
original  and  tindiveeted  Interest  in  the  soil  of 
the  dispoted  territory.  Under  the  prinoiplea  of 
oar  fMerative  system,  the  national  anthority 
haa  been  held  Incompetent,  by  means  of  a  oon- 
v«ntt<»i  with  a  foreign  power  or  otherwise,  to 
change  tbe  bonndariea,  and,  in  effect,  alienate  a 
portion  of  the  tnritory  of  one  of  tbe  membeca 
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of  the  CdJoHj  without  its  fonoal  and  stipulated 
atMDt.  This  fbndiuneiital  obstacle,  which, 
through  BO  loDg  a  series  of  tLbortive  negotiation^ 
ha*  oontinned  to  keep  open  an  ancient  ana 
dangerooi  controversy  wi&  a  forei^  power, 
has  at  length,  by  a  fortunate  combuatdon  of 
olroomstanoes,  and  happf  reooaciliation  of 
Jarring  int^vsta,  been  oTercome.  Both  Mtune 
and  MawaehmettB,  through  their  several  com- 
mimoners  fnrniahed  with  fbll  powers  for  the 
parpose,  have  giveu  their  final  assent  to  the 
new  iMHmdarj  line,  separating  their  territory 
from  that  of  the  at^aceat  British  provinces, 
whioh  Is  pn^osed  to  be  established  by  the 
freatj  beftm  ul 

The  Ooaunittee  on  Foreign  Belations  (said 
Ur.  Riras)  is  dear  iu  the  opinion,  that  an 
arrangement  ao  sanctioned,  after  the  number- 
less perplexities  and  inu>ediments  which  hare 
ber«tofore  and  so  long  obstroeted  a  aatdstaotory 
a^inatmeat  of  the  qnettion,  ought  not  to  be 
light];  disturbed  bj  the  action  of  this  body. 
On  looking  into  the  arrangement  itself^  thej 
see  nothing  in  it  inoompatime  with  the  charac- 
ter of  a  fair,  Just,  and  reasonable  com- 
promise, under  all  the  circumstances  of  diffi- 
cult/ and  embarrassment  which  surrounded 
the  sul^eot 

In  analysing  Qxe  details  of  this  arrangement, 
it  wpears  that  seren-twelfths  in  gvantity  of 
the  dbpnted  territory  have  fallen  to  the  share 
(tfUatoe — in  ealtM,  afar  larger  proportion.  The 
lauds  allotted  to  Great  Brit^  are,  for  the  most 
part,  barren  and  unproductive ;  deriving  their 
dtief  (If  not  sole)  importance  from  the  more 
directandconvenientiximmnnioatioii  titer  afford 
between  her  provinces,  and  the  greater  breadth 
of  border  they  ^re  her  on  the  St  Lawrence. 
Tbeee,  indeed,  are  the  essential  objects  she  pro- 
flBaaed  to  have  in  view.  On  the  other  hand, 
tba  lands  reearved  to  tiie  State  of  Maine  are, 
many  of  them,  of  great  fertility,  and  all  of  tbem 
abound  in  fine  Umber,  But  their  aotnsl  com- 
mercial valne  most  depend,  after  all,  on  the 
faculitiea  of  a  idieap  transportation  to  convey 
their  anicnltnral  produce,  and  especially  their 
heavy  Inmber,  to  market.  Hence  the  free 
navigation  of  the  BL  John  to  the  ocean  ia  of 
vital  impcntance  to  the  -app&c  parts  of  the  State 
of  lUne;  and  the  stipnlution  to  receive  and 
treat  their  productions  on  a  footing  of  equal 
tavar  with  the  produce  of  the  colonies,  en- 
hances atUl  farther  the  value  of  this  grant 
The  free  navigation  of  the  St  John  farmed  no 
part  of  the  award  of  ttie  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands ;  and  in  every  praotioal  view,  therefore, 


BO  much  in  the  comparison.    On  this  point, 
have  the  highest  possible  evidence — the  deeis- 
'         '  "'  most  deeply 

_.    _t  is  apparent  from  the 
re^MKideaoe  befwe  na,  that  jLord  Ashbnrton 
was,  at   all   timea,  ready  to  enter    into   an 

.  __  .1         .    < .     .^  ^ji  y^^  award 


of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  thu  the 
.  commisaioners  of  Uaine  were  as  iteadj  nd  un- 
wavering iu  their  repugnance  to  it  i  ud  I  ni 
anth[»ized  explicitly  to  state  the  fut,  Out  tk 
three-fidd  option  wasdistinctir  [memtsdtstbi 
eommisrioner»— of  the  Mtara,  die  artibtttM, 
and  tit  ammgenunt  tuw  b^&n  v.  Tttj 
deliberately  elected  the  last ;  and  most  nd; 
and  sagaciously,  in  my  opinion,  did  thej 
dedde. 

Looldng  at  the  arrangement  as  a  uttsHl 
question,  and  as  the  interests  of  the  tJiIcBil 
large  are  concerned,  its  advantagee,  in  tiohr 
and  candid  view  of  things,  ^pear  to  th*  ran- 
mittee  equally  obvious.  Will  any  gentlaui 
he&tate  to  say  that  the  important  t«nibriil 
concessions,  and  the  quieting  of  <aAttUi 
boundaries  all  along  the  Horrent  fronfla  cf 
the  United  States,  from  the  head  tiOaaMi- 
cnt  Biver  to  the  western  eztresntty  of  Lite 
Superior,  indnding  the  Burrender  oftbta 
guettitmaih  British  title  to  the  ownentDf  rf 
by  &r  the  most  Important  miUtary  porate 
upon  our  whole  frontier,  (Rouse's  Pwit)(n 
not  cheaply  porohased  by  tlie  paltry  Mm  Uk 
paid  to  Maine  and  Massachosetts  forttieir» 
sent  to  the  new  boundary  t  Have  hooonblt 
gentlemen,  who  find  so  much  &a]t  witb  iltf 
arrangemeDt,  foivotten  that  Genenl  lu^ 
was  willing,  and  actually  entered  into  * 
agreement,  to  pay  to  Uaine  and  iUMtwXi 
—not  the  pittance  of  three  hundred  tbonsad 
dollars — bnt  an  iodemnity  equivaloit  ts  ■ 
million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  if  tbej  vihU 
acquiesce  in  the  award  of  the  King  oH* 
Netherlands. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  BrraDgementiii  v^ 
tion,  by  giving  to  Great  Brit^  the  urm 
strip  of  wild  and  desolate  land  en  tlM  tieUn 
side  of  the  highlanda,fr(»n  the  beadvttani' 
the  Bt  Prands  Biver  to  the  Ke^anpstts  por- 
tage, eurreoders  a  line  of  ntiU^ry  fMiM 
which,  at  the  same  time,  cwnraoad  (win  m 
eoMV  t\6  SlaU  ^  Mauu  /  Bnt  fiff  tUi  B' 
lucky  treat;^,  Mr.  President,  these  it^oMl 
discoveries  in  military  topoKr^)hy,  I  toUi 
to  say,  would  never  have  been  mtdc  ITe 
hare  had  able  and  scientific  reports,  from  tint 
to  time,  on  tbe  defences  of  our  inland  fhalia. 
from  boards  of  officers,  oonsiating  of  the  M 
professional  men  la  America,  who  m  *^ 
acqu^nted  with  the  country  in  qutstiaB,  iw 
all  lis  military  attribal«s  and  relatioDi.  Ak 
yet,  in  not  one  of  these  reports  hsT«  we!* 
the  remotest  hint  of  these  commandtu  mSt^ 
pofdtions— facing,  as  they  do,  the  St  I""*? 
at  points  below  Quebec,  where  notliing  *«■> 
be  g^ed  if  you  were  to  reach  it,  snd_<»*j 
other  side  looking  down  on  a  sterile  regtoaM 
bonndleas  forests,  where  armies  oonU  wt^ 
be  moved  nor  snbuated,  and  would,  tbenf>)n, 
never  attempt  to  penetrate  I 

No,  air:  Great  Britain  obtains  nothiiif  t'.' 
Qie  new  boundary  agreed  upon,  but  ■  )i>^ 
direct  and  oonvement  commnniaetiwi  ^V^ 
her  upper  and  bwer  provlnoea,  and  iiCr^> 
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te    rook    and    tnonas,  which    rimplj  I  fint  among  the  natioiu  of  tho  earth,  proDotmoed 
to  eke  OQt,  b;  added  R>ace,  her  border    Its  formal  eondemiiatioa  br  law ;  and,  fbllow- 


■lung  the  St.  Lawrence.  And  are  these  snch 
boons  that  the  national  honor  or  utetj  fbrblds 
ibtj  ehoald  not  be  granted,  for  &lr  eqaivalenti, 
to  a  neighboring  power,  in  the  cotnprbtntM 
uiA  sdJTUtmeDt  m  a  disputed  boundary,  which 
iaa  been  the  subject  of  controTen;'  for  holf  a 
Mntnryt  We  have  alwajs  admitted  that  the 
botindarf  claimed  bj  as  was  a  most  inoonTen- 
ient  one  fV>r  Great  Brit^,  by  intermpting  the 
communication  between  her  provinces;  and 
we  have  never  been  so  ohnrllfih  a  neighbor  as 
to  Insirt  on  holding  this  advantage,  ag^st 
•T«j  pnmodtlon  or  compromise  and  niatnal 
tccommo^Uon.  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  ihe 
conscioQBueaa  that  we  are  the  stronger  power 
on  this  omtlnent,  and  I  am  not  afrud  to  do 
what  the  spirit  of  good  neighborhood  and 
nuinlj  intercoorse  reqnirea,  when  appealed  to 
by  a  coTT«spoDdlng  oinrofitton;  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  that,  while  Great  attain  Is  freeir 
rarrenderlng  to  ns  an  Inraliiable  milltar?  posi- 
tion—her title  to  wbiob,  If  she  ebose  touBist 
on  it,  la  above  all  qaestlon — (I  mean  Ronse's 
Point) — a  position  which  ts  prononnoed,  by 
the  first  military  officers  In  onr  servloe,  nii 
commanloations  now  before  me,)  to  be  the 
great  Btrattgie  point  on  onr  KorUiem  frontier 
—the  fay  In  wr  hands,  to  the  Oanadas;  !□ 
iMn.  to  the  heart  of  onr  own  coontry;  and, 
therefore,  "  above  oU  price,"  either  ft>r  attack  or 
defence ;  It  would  be  nngraclons,  indeed,  and 
DDworthy  alike  of  oTa  honor  and  onr  strength, 
if  we  were  doggedly  to  reftise  the  slightest 
relaxation  from  the  rigor  of  onr  claims,  even 
for  an  obvlons  mntnal  convenlenoe, 

Wo  come  now  (said  tlr.  Rivxa)  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  snp- 
jiression  of  the  African  slave-trade.  There  is 
lo  natioit  under  the  sua  which  has  shown, 
brougfa  her  whole  histo^,  more  anxiety  for 
be  extinetioa  of  this  odions  and  revolting 
roffio  than  the  United  States ;  and  none  have, 
horeforc^  a  deeper  interest,  historical  and 
•olltical,  in  the  consunmation  of  the  great 
vork  in  which  they  led  the  way.  Not  to 
peak  of  the  various  and  repeated  acta  of  the 
^gislatnres  of  the  several  States,  while  they 
rere  yet  colonies  of  Qreat  BritBui,  to  arrest 
nd  pat  an  end  to  this  cruel  trafflo — acts 
endered  Inoperative  by  what  my  own  State 
Vli^nia)  denonnced  at  the  time  to  be  "an 
ihumnn  ose  of  the  royal  negative,"  and  which 
he  specially,  set  forth  among  the  wrongs  and 
rioTikDces  which  tmpened  her  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  Government; — not  to 
peak  of  acts  of  this  sort,  with  which  ooranto- 
i  vol  utionary  history  abounds, — It  ts  sufficient  to 
ly  that theGavemmentoftbe Union, ft>omthe 
loment  of  Its  eetabUshment  nnder  the  existing 
>iistiti]tlon,  has  sUadlly  devoted  itself  to  the 
•compllshment  of  the  same  great  oliJecL 
''bile  the  Christian  States  of  Europe  still 
>lerated,  and  some  of  them  even  enoonrag^ 
lia    revolUsg  ooinmeRe,  tiie  Uidted  St^ea, 


Ing  up  this  condemnation,  as  ooeaston  : 
qnired,  with  new  penal  sanctions,  combined 
with  active  measures  of  snrveillance  and  re- 
pression, they  finally  gave  to  the  world  the 
striking  example  of  a  crowning  act  of  legisla- 
tive energy,  by  which  they  affixed  the  brand 
at  piracy  to  the  slave-trade,  declaring  that  any 
dtuen  of  the  United  States  found  engaged  in 
It,  whether  on  board  an  American  or  fbreign 
vessel,  or  any  foreigner  on  Ijoard  an  American 
vessel,  so  employed,  "shonld  be  a^ndged  a 
piratt,  and  soffer  death  as  snch." 

Great  Britun  early  embraced,  and  has  till 
now  perseveringly  adhered  to  the  opinion, 
that  the  mntool  oonoestdon  of  a  right  of  search, 
to  be  exercised  by  the  armed  cruisers  of  each 

Garty  over  the  merchant  vess^  of  tbe  others, 
:  the  only  effbctnal  means  of  putting  on  end  to 
this  inftmons  trafflo.  The  United  States,  on 
the  other  hand  unable  to  forset  the  aerions 
wrongs  they  had  so  recently  experienced 
from  tbe  abusive  exercise  of  the  right  of 
search ;  Jeslons,  above  all  things,  of  tne  im- 
mnnity  of  their  flag,  and  of  the  gener^  free- 
dom OT  the  seas — the  common  and  eqoal  Inherit- 
anoe  of  all  nations— have  been  unwilling  to  com- 
promise these  great  Interests,  br  entering  into 
an  arrangement  lovolvlnK  so  vita)  on  innova- 
tion upon  the  established  maritime  code ;  es- 
necially  as  tiiey  believed  other  means  were  to 
i  found,  no  less  efibetnal,  tor  the  oooompUab- 


tlme,  sncoeeded  in  making  treatiee  wHh  Spidn, 
Portugal,  and  the  Netheriands,  for  tbe  mntnal 
right  ot  search.  And  other  European  States 
having,  from  time  to  time,  come  into  the  same 
arrangement,  the  United  States  are  now  the 
only  considerable  maritime  power  that  has  con- 
tinued to  reftiseita  acoession  to  a  system  wbieh 
thc^  oonld  not  bnt  regard  as  compromising,  in 
a  hieh  degree,  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas. 
It  has  uins,  donbtleos,  happened  that  the 
American  flog  has  been,  in  many  iostanoeo, 
fraodnlentiy  lued  to  cover  vessels  really  belong- 
ing to  States  who  are  parties  to  the  mntmtl 
grant  at  the  right  of  search,  from  the  exerelae 
ofthat  right;  and,  to  prevent  this  evasion,  ttte 
Government  of  Great  Britdn  recently  pnt  forth 
a  pretennon  of  alarming  extent,  and  which  we 
have  reristed,  and  most  ever  realat,  oa  whaBy 
tmsostahiable  npoo  any  Jnst  i^ndple  of 
pnblio  law ;  to  wit,  tiiat  her  cmisers  have 
the  right  to  board  and  detain  vessels  M^Hnie 
under  the  American  flag,  when  they  shsll 
Judge  it  proper  to  do  so,  to  ascertain,  by  an 
examination  of  their  pq)en,  whether  they  are 
trnlr  and  honaJUU  American  or  not. 

This  was  the  state  of  tUngs  existing  at  the 
oommoioement  of  the  present  session  of  0<hi- 
gress,  when  the  Predmnt  laid  before  ns  tiie 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABRIDOHEMT  OF  THS 


r,  1S42.] 


[ITnCoB, 


Lord  Aberdeen,  BDOoesiiTely  her  U4eab''B 
Secretaries  of  State  for  Foragn  ASain,  The 
message  of  the  President,  ri^erring  to  the  tsme 
preten^D,  hold  the  following  emphstio  and 
oneqaivocal  laogaoge : 

"  HoweTer  dedrotu  the  Uidted  Statsi  maj  be  fbr 
the  mpprenlon  of  the  Bbve-trade^  thej  cannot 
conaont  to  InterpolatiMM  into  the  maritime  code, 
at  the  mere  Kill  and  pleaanre  of  other  Oorenimenta. 
We  denj,  the  right  of  an;  mch  Interpolktloii  to 
anj  one  or.  all  the  oationa  of  the  earth,  without 
our  conaeat.  We  claiin  to  have  a  Toloe  in  all 
afflcndmenta  or  alteraUona  of  that  code ;  and  when 
we  are  iJren  to  underataod,  aa  hi  thLi  initanee, 
b;  a  fbragD  OoTemmeot,  that  It*  treaties  with 
other  nattons  cannot  be  executed  without  the 
estalAahmeut  and  enforcement  of  new  principles  of 
maritime  police,  to  be  applied  without  our  consent. 
we  Biiiat  employ  a  language  neither  of  equiTocaj 
Import  nor  aosceptlble  of  miscoostruction.  Amer- 
ican ettUen^  proaaciiUog  a  lawful  commerce  in  the 
AlHoan  aeas,  under  the  Sag  of  thrir  coontry,  ate 
not  retpoodblo  lot  the  abese  or  onlavftil  oae  of 
that  flag  lij  olbeti^  nor  can  the;  rightftUl;,  on  «o- 
eount  M  an;  snoh  alleged  abnee,  be  InieRupted, 


Here,  then,  ia  the  answer  of  the  American 
GoTomment,  In  the  highest  and  most  antbor- 
lUtlTe  form  known  to  its  official  interconrae, 
to  the  pretenuon  advaiioed  on  tbo  part  of 
Great  Brit^  in  the  discnmon  with  onr  late 
Uinister  at  London,  It  is  an  tmequlTooal  nega- 
tion of  that  pretension,  In  principle  and  in 
praotioe ;  uid  leaves  nothing  to  be  done  which 
eonld  announce  in  more  emphatio  terms  onr 
detennbied  resistance  to  it 

The  vital  question  of  the  independence  of 
onr  flag  being  thns  disposed  ol^  by  tlie  prompt, 
nneqnivocal,  and  final  anawer  of  the  Ameriun 
QoremiDent  to  this  new  protenrirai,  other  ec«i- 
^derations  of  an  important  charaoter  preaent 
tbentaelTOS  to  view.  It  is  abown,  hj  t£e  cor- 
respondence Jost  referred  to,  and  otiier  inoon- 
testable  prooo,  that  the  Amnieanflag  has  been 
extensively  abused  to  cover  this  bilqidbins  traffic 
— Bometimea  bj  Amerioan  dtazws,  notwith- 
■tanding  the  eeverity  of  onr  penal  enaetments ; 
bnt  more  frcqnentl;  bj  Uia  mbjeotB  of  other 
powers— by  Bponidi,  Fortugaese^  or  Brazilian 
sUve-deders,  wbo  assanie  the  Ameriean  colors 
to  protect  them  fhim  the  right  of  seanh,  to 
whtoh  the7  would  be  sabjeot  nnder  thejr  own 
national  flags. 

Beeing,  then,  that  onr  flag  has  been  shame- 
lessly abused  to  cover  an  infsmoas  trafl^ 
which  onr  laws  were  tbo  flnt  to  denoonee 


ptmlshment  due  to  their  crimes  the  most  pro- 
fligate of  the  haman  race, — does  not  the 
naUooal  honor  demand  that  we  should  give  to  the 
world  an  oasnranoe  of  ear  determination  to 
deaase  ud  preserve  Uflmn  this  horrible  polln- 
'Mdderationa  <k  the 


d  preserve  n: 

i  nave,  npot 
higbeat  state  policy,  and  from  a  jealotu  solici- 
tnde  to  maintain  the  fteedom  of  the  aeaa,  re- 
fused to  coooede  that  mstial  right  of  aeardi 


which  otlker  nattons  have  oonstoted  te  pdd, 
aa  an  inatnment  for  the  tappnaiat  i  itw 
slave-trade.  We  have,  with  rtiD  Hrngw  fe 
termination,  and  npon  impregnable  pamk  «j 
pabliolaw,  dedared  onr  lesiats&oBtoditm 
pretensitHi  of  nbjeeting  onr  flsg  to  vUtAs 
and  detention,  for  the  weged  pmpiM  of  OR}. 
ing  into  ezeoation  the  agrsoseati  of  «lia 
powers,  to  vhkli  we  have  idtaaed  to  kmsa 
a  party.  Under  these  drcnmstanest,  k  iwt 
dse  to  the  eharaeter  of  tiie  Amerion  peofil^ 
l^edged  by-  all  tb^  past  history  tc  th»  (W 
caaae  of  the  final  aoppreeKon  ot  (he  Afrin 
dave-trade,  that,  while  KiJeoting  the  pbiB|(«- 
posed  1^  other  Oovemments  br  tiat  elm  ^ 
weriMnild  eome  forward  with  ooe  of  ear  on' 
which  will  aflhrd  a  eomptetegasrantesipaM 
the  prostitution  to  which  we  have  ss»  nr  III 
so  vilely  exceed,  and  whioh  wiIl,atlbMB 
time,  brine  the  most  effideat  dmsm  to  it 
genwal extirpation  oTtUs  odioas tnB^ nft- 
ODt  iotrttubiitt  on  the  11* 
the  eetahlished  prind^es 
Gonriderations  and  aer' 
donbtkoB  snggested  the 


"fs 


stlpniated  tint  the  two  powen  sboU  taeb  m* 
torn  a  squadron  of  not  bss  than  <i^  !■>■ 
the  ooaA  of  AfHca,  to  enfore^  »aar§li>t  mi 
nspMtJse^,  the  laws  and  oblintuM  <f  vd 
oonntry  for  the  snppreerioB  of  the  dovetnlti 


the  two  sqnadrons  to  be  perfoctiy  i 
of  each  other ;  but,  at  the  aame  tii 

eoneert  and  eth^peration  for  the  al 

the  oonuDon  objeot,  nnder  aooh  oidsn  u  M, 
from  time  to  time,  be  ^vea  by  thair  mfi^ 
GovemmetitR.  And  it  la  brthcr  itipiht^ 
thattiie  two  parties  will  unite  in  aD  keof 
r^resentations  and  remoastranoH  te  4 
power  witidn  whose  dominioaa  msrbii  m 
the  pnrobase  of  AMcan  riavea  m^  In  n 
allowed  to  exisL  to  doee  sodi  i»aitali*«g 
and  forever.  In  v^rtoe  of  tlus  oiuapa^ 
(which  U  Ibnited  to  five  yean,  if sithrpMf 
shall  wish  thai  to  terndnale  it,)  t&ik  pn* 
will,  aqiaratdy  and  independantly,  enRtNth 
necessary  supervision  and  police  ever  il  iv 
sds  saihng  nndw  its  own  flog;  ndthf  m( 
permitted  to  virit  or  aeardi  the  vewh  «» 
other ;  bat  the  preeeDce  of  the  two  i^u^k^ 
always  on  the  alert,  and  aotii^  ia  Mw^T,** 
oert,  will  afford,  by  their  v^iaal  c^Pj 
e(»nplete  seonrilT  against  the  nse  irf  th*  ■(•( 
either  power  to  cover  the  proUUttd  um 


er  power  t..  .~._   _.  r—— a. 

will,  at  the  same  time,  give  pntsgtiMU* 
merohant  vessds  of  eadi  wbn  ouemwj,  B* 
aU  tinUvfid  intem^tioB  or  Botestatkn. 

This  orranMotMit  ia  adapted  to  ssKt  (^ 
exigency  of  tiie  CMse^  and  reeoncfla  A* J*? 
v^orons  measorea  for  tite  anpiaaaiM  i' » 
dave-tiade,  with  a  sacnd  i^Em(v^^ 
pendanoe  and  immnni^  of  the  nstieBiJ  W 
ft  indicates  from  all  anapkioatiMriaM^ 
tiio  Uiutod  States;  whldh  ftdr  P"*""^ 
and  solitarx  oppodtion,  tar  a  kng  ('■■V"  z! 
mntttd  oonow^  of  tbe  right  d  ■snA,  w 


DigilizcdbyGOOglc 


DSBATSB  OF  OOKGBSBS. 


m.] 


tin  man  eflMtrc  ponoit  a&d  iattedaa  ot 
tba  trkfflo,  expond  to  Iqjiuioiu  donbta  and 
Bfacoostrmtlos.  At  the  ume  time,  It  haa  Um 
nerit  of  s  atriot  MelilT  to  AmviooD  prindples. 
It  iL  indeed,  the  (dentieal  i^  wfaidh  when 
Lora  C(Mtlare»gh  iraa  ao  eamaitlT'  iioMag  on 
a  nntnal  rMit  <rf  aearoli  aa  the  voir  elmtaal 
tneaiis  tor  On  aappreadon  of  the  iUTe-trade, 
Pnridant  Uonfw  oanaed  to  be  preaanted,  ai 


vintitpitM    yrbieb, 
t  bla  LorduJp  thm  tm 


brorite  right  tft 

The  inridantal  advantagoe  attending  thia 
irrangement,  in  the  anpport  and  proteetuw 
which  the  pveeenoa  of  aa  Amerieaa  squadroii 
will  give  to  oar  growii^  eamtneroe  oa  the 


moat  banrfoial  derdopmenta, 
dfilizEd  edoDid  afttlaments  ahrettdf  ertoUiih- 
ed  there — oomtitnte  an  iiiip(»tant  addiUonal 
noommendationofit  Thia  eon^eration  earty 
attracted  the  attantion  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment; and  we  Me,  from  Uie  report  of  tlte  Sec- 
retai?  of  the  "Svij  at  the  oommencement  of 
the  tession,  that  he  proposed  to  enhvge  ma- 
terialljr  the  uiunber  of  vesaela  employed  tm  Uie 
Afl4oaa  statioD,  aa  well  ia  letereooe  to  thia 
object,  ai  for  the  mppresBloii  of  tiie  alave-trade. 
The  extent  of  the  aqukdroa  etlpnUted  to  be 
maintairw*!  there,  la  probablr  not  oreatw  than 
the  Secretary  wonld  hsTe  aeemea  expedient 
Id  any  event;  and  the  enwnae  wUi  be 
amply  pMd  in  reeoltli^  benenta  to  the  «Mn- 
meroe  of  the  comitry. 

The  latt  at^olation  In  the  treaty  which  re- 
mains to  be  noticed,  ia  that  by  which  the 
parUes  agree  mntoally  to  Borrender  fb^jtiTet 
from  jmtioB,  in  oertain  oaaea.  An  arrange- 
ment of  thb  aort  between  nelkhboting  Statoa^ 
whoae  tenitorica  border  on  eaoit  otT  ''  * 
an  extended  bonndaiy— preeanting 
treat  fatilitiea  of  aacape  fimn  oneinrladiotioo 
mto  the  other — teems  to  be  orMBtly  deound- 
ed  by  the  Interesta  of  peace,  law,  and  aodal 
order.  Bo  Jnst  aad  proper  ia  It  hi  HnI^  that 
rane  -wiitera  fi  Ugh  BotharitT  en  the  law  of 
nationa  have  regarded  it  aa  a  mattar  of  abao- 
Inte  (Altaotco,  ind^endently  of  trea^  a^mlft- 
tion*.  Ilie  modem  and  better  oi^on,  fcoir- 
CTer,  (coshering  bow  diversified,  and  (Aen 
arUtiary,  is  tlie  penal  le{^alatioa  of  diSbrent 
eonntriea,)  ia,  tiiat  there  is  no  oHigaiHaii  to 
nirrender  fogitiTea  from  the  criimnal  ins- 
tioe  of  one  eonntry  taking  rcA^  in  another, 
bntiavfaioa  of  poutive  and  predae 
The  want  of  amne  oanTenthMial  am 
of  tJiis  Bort  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  haa  been  partaeolarly  fait  in 
the  Btates  of  the  Union  a^jMent  to  the  Oanadas 
and  other  British  poMeaaiona  on  the  oontinenL 
where  the  proqtectof  the  easy  impmlty  gained 
by  paiaing  from  one  ride  to  the  other  of  the 
boundary  line,  haa  been  fooud  to  operate  as  a 
great  temptatMn  and  «iooDragemMit  to  orlme. 
Several  ef  thoae  Btitee  ham  Tnairifwtnd  an 


ment  between  the  two  Oovemmenta, 
stipulation  in  the  treatjr,  it  will  be  seen,  ia  con- 
fined exclnsiTcly  to  erimee  of  an  aggravated 
eharaoter  agdnst  lifo  or  property— saoh  as 
mnrder,  robWy,  piracy,  and  some  two  or  three 
other  enumerated  offbncea,  oareftaUy  pretermit- 
ting aU  political  offenoea;  and  lest  some  nn- 
fimseen  aboseor  inoonvemence  should  arise  in 
tlte  ^Mtied  admlniatradon  of  the  agreement, 
the  ri|^t  ia  reaerv«d  to  tither  party  to  ter- 
minate it  at  wUL 

Ihia  artide  cloaef  the  drele  (<  matters  em- 
brseed  by  the  treaty.  There  are  other  oues- 
tl«mt^  of  much  Interest  to  both  oonntties,  which 
have  fbnned  the  subject  of  an  important 
oorrespondenoe  between  the  Secretarr  of 
StAte  and  the  special  minister  of  Great  Bntain. 
This  oorrespondence  has  been  laid  befbre  the 
Senate  with  the  treabr,  and  most  neoeisarily 
enter  into  th^  oonaiaeratlon  in  diqwring  of 
die  freaty  itMl£  It  haa,  tberefim,  attracted 
the  oarefal  attention  <tf  the  otnomittee;  and 
they  have  seen,  with  pleaamv,  that  there  haa 
be^  an  amieabte  and  bonwaUe  understand- 
ing or  an  intpoftast  advance  to  snoh  an 
nnderatandiiv  ultimatelyj  on  each  of  the  ques- 
tions which  formed  the  topio  of  that  oorre- 
qmndence. 

Mr.  OcnnaD  rose  and  eaid — 

It  was  not  my  Intention,  Hr.  Frerident.  to 
take  any  part  in  the  debate  on  thia  treaty ;  bat 
as  I  have  come  to  the  determlnatiou  to  vote 
Hslnst  it,  I  (tel  bound  to  airign  my  reasons  for 
that  vote. 

The  "*■■'*"■»  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
ASUr^  and  Uia  Senator  from  IfasBochnaetta, 
(Mr.  (^ATK,)  have  vied  with  ea4^  other  in 
enlogidns  this  treaty  as  a  d>^  ^amrt  of  dip- 
HMn^io  skill.  I  cannot  perceive,  liowever,  in 
what  leipect  it  is  eo  advantageona  to  the 
eonidiy. 

It  contains  three  prindpal  stipulations:  1st. 
Th»  first  and  moat  Impcnlant  la,  that  which 
fixesotvNortii-eaatemboandary.  2d,  It  obliges 
us  to  "■«'"*»'"  a  naval  annament  <m  the  ooaat 
of  AMoa,  to  iud  in  the  sapprearion  of  the  slave- 
tiade ;  and,  Isstiy,  it  provides  fbr  the  mutual 
1._  ._  j^^n  cases,  of  fo^tivea  from 


In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  provisions,  I 
bdieve  It  ia  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
line  agreed  upon  CiUs  fiv  diort  of  our  pietan- 
shms^  and  is  rather  a  compromise  of  the  ques- 
tion than  a  settlement  of  it,  aooordiug  to  our 
iotetpretation  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  There 
ivolmbly  never  was  a  period,  since  the  oom- 
meaoement  of  the  cootioveny,  when  a  com- 
prondae  could  not  have  beoi  efiboted  on  sa  &- 
voa«t4e  terms. 

The  seoond  stipolatkn,  although  in  form  a 
re^iroeal  engagement,  ia,  in  point  of  fact,  a 
ooDoeaaion  on  onr  part.  Great  Britain  already 
maintains,  and  wonld,  in  the  absence  of  any 
snoh  stipulation,  continne  to  maintain  on  tljo 
ooMt  of  Africa  a  mnoh  Isiyer  naval  fbroa  than 
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she  binds  h«nelf  to  do  by  thU  treitj.  Fermit 
ine  to  obaerre,  too,  Hr,  Freiident^  that,  how- 
over  wlUiog  I  inaj  be,  bv  every  pr(n»er  means, 
to  prerent  the  pmlitaaiNi  of  onr  ug  to  thi» 
odttnu  tn£9e,  I  would  much  hav*  praftned 
tliat  whaterer  we  did  im  this  MiUeot  iboold  be 
onr  own  spcntaneou  tet,  imteed  of  ^tpeering 
to  iiave  been  extorted frcnn  ne  hj QoMBrUtia. 
— b7  that  oonntrT  whioh,  after  bavlnf  long 
mnrped  the  poltoe  of  the  ataa,  haa  raoent^ 
wheedled  or  intimidated  <»e-h^  of  Europe  in- 
to an  aoknowledKtDNit  of  thia  pnpostenma 
olrim.  I  aboald  bare  pifArred  to  aee  onr 
ooantry  malntun  the  prond  attitude  whloh 
France,  encouraged  by  the  flrauwaa  at  ovr  tnln- 
ieter,  baa  taken  on  udiaoUect  and.oonoeded 
nothing  where  nothing  cooJa  n^^tAillf  be  de- 
manded. 

Tbe  third  provi^Mt  ia  Qiat  whldi  proridea 
fbr  the  anrrwder  of  oriminab  in  oertidn  oaaea ; 
in  regard  to  whioh  I  shall  only  obeerve,  that  it 
ia  a  prorMon  at  leoat  aa  advantageona  to  Great 
Britain  as  to  1l^  and  cannot,  therafore,  be  view- 
ed aa  a  atipnlatum  in  onr  Error. 

This  ia  the  mbatanee  of  the  treaty.  loamtot 
percdve  in  it  thoaa  advaotagea  that  some  gen- 
tlemw  have  proftaied  to  do.  1^  ot^ectiaoe  to 
It,  howerer,  are  not  bo  mneh  on  aoeonnt  oT 
what  It  doei,  aa  of  what  it  doea  not  oontatn. 

Ur,  Frerident,  thwe  were  three  ta^^eetm  of 
dIfllBrenee  between  thla  oonntry  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  prompt  a^Jnatment  of  which  waa 
deemed  peooltany  urgent,  aa  they  all  threaten- 
ed hourly  to  disturb  the  hanuony  of  the  two 
ooiintrie»— the  aettlement  of  onr  Korth-eastem 
bonndaiT ;  the  controversy  growing  ont  of  the 
deatmcnoo  of  the  OoroUiie;  and, lasUy,  that 
arising  out  of  the  adinre  and  libwation  of 
slaves  belMiginK  to  oltlaeoa  of  tbe  United 
States,  When  Tc  was  known  that  a  apecial 
minister  waa  to  be  deputed  to  this  oountiy,  for 


the 


B  the 


harroony  of  the  two  conn&iea,  bo  one  doabted 
that  hik  mission  embraoed  the  settlemeot  of  all 
these  questiona,  if  none  others.  I  eonAai, 
therefore^  that  when  the  treaty  waa  read  at 
j^onr  table,  and  I  diaeovered  that  one,  and  not 
Uona,  (I  mean 
r  slaves,)  was 
left  precisely  where  it  stood  before  tbe  arrival 
of  the  Brlosh  ambassador,  [  was  equally  snr- 
prised  and  disappointed.  No  less  than  Ave 
cases  have  already  occnrred,  in  whltdk  veaaels 
bonnd  from  one  port  in  the  Unimi  to  another, 
by  having  slaves  on  board  have  been  driven, 
either  by  streaa  of  weather,  or  t^'  the  violenoe 
of  the  Blavea  tiiemselvea,  into  some  one  of  the 
small  islands  in  tiie  Bahama  ohaonel ;  and,  in 
every  instance,  the  slaves  have  been  violently 
taken  from  the  poseesrion  of  their  owners,  and 
set  ot  liberty  by  the  oolonial  anthoritiea.  In 
the  two  flnt  eases,  the  British  Government, 
after  a  protracted  negotiation,  indemnified  tbe 
owners.  Tbe  tlilKI  case  was  thatof  the  aeboon- 
er  "Enterprise,"  whioh  occurred  some  six  or 
seven  years  agoi    An>Ii<)ation  waa  again  nude 


of  American  property  vHjMiU 
by  a  reent  act  (f  Pariinuot  abalidibi(  ikiKT 
in  thdr  Weet  India  poaaesetiwa,  and  tbal  tlwsM- 
fi>nrard  ao  indemu^  waa  dve  ov  «!' 
slavea  thrown  by  nnavcUiUe  • 
(hairikccea. 

Aa  Boon  as  this  decUoa  of  the  Britiiti  Gei- 
emment  waa  made  known  to  man,  tks  didia- 
gidshed  Bsoator  fiom  Sooth  Oorolioa  (Kr.  Cur 
Boux)  introdnoed  the  following  itsoletku; 
which,  on  the  16th  April,  1840,  vm  niaol' 
moQsly  odc^ted  by  thia  ttody ; 

"Setolved,  ^nt  a  ship  or  vetid  on  tbe  U^  . 
■CBS,  In  time  of  peace,  engaged  In  ft  liwfal  ivnp, 
IS,  w«or^ng  to  Uie  laws  of  nattODi,  mdcr  dii  a- 
chialTe  JarisdleDoB  of  the  State  to  vUch  !« tif 
bdoDgi;  aa  moeh  so,  aa  if  cuMtltatlog  t  )vt<f 
its  own  iV>™*ip, 

"JZwind;  That  if  aaeh  ship  or  ^mA  iknH  it 
foroed  by  >tr«a*of  weather,  or  oibw  usioidriii 
cause,  Into  tbe  ports  aad  under  iheJaiisdictHib'i 
friendly  power,  b1»  and  her  cargo,  and  wnum 
tu—^i  — 1(1. '■    ■  .....-,... 


board,  with  their  propertr,  and  all  tlia  ngblt  tii- 
lODf^g  to  their  peraonal  reUtionfl,  u  eslabIsM 
byUie  Urs  «f  the  State   to  whicli  t9>*;,Mgjr. 


wonld  be  placed  under  tbe  proteetlm  vUcm 
taws  of  natlona  eilcnd  to  the  nnfortmute  mdtt  mi 
drcnoutances. 

"Setahtd,  That  the  brig  Bnlerpifae,  rtUw 
(breed  nnavoldabh,  by  stress  of  weather,  ist*  Fat 
BamlltoB,  Bermnda  lalaad,  wUla  ea  a  IsvMnr 
■ge  on  the  high  aeaa,  ftOM  one  part  ef  lUIUsa 
anotiier,  cobms  witUn  tbe  prindplea  eateand  a 
the  foregoing  resolnUoas;  and  that  tha  Kim  ■>) 
detention  of  the  n^roes  on  boaid,  bj  tb>  lattl 
aotboritiea  of  tlM  island,  was  an  act  bingluiiui' 
tbe  lawa  of  nations,  and  liighlj  uijait  ts  mr  du- 
zcDB  to  wbom  they  iKloDg." 

I  well  recollect  the  swti Action  vilh  »bi 
the  adoption  of  these  reeolntiona  was  kaW  If 
the  Bonthwn  portioD  of  thia  Unin.  B* 
pnunptitade  and  nnaniml^  with  wUek  ^ 
wereadcq»tadprOTedtliat11te"alili«aIt«i»E* 
of  patriotism  oonld  yet  make  ttasU  h«ri»i 
the  din  of  por^  strifb,  with  whkh  Aw  kfe 
perpetnaUy  resound.  We  flottsrsd  obmIm 
that  Great  Britain  would  now  paoM  is  Ba 
oonrse  of  iDsoleoee  and  riMHasinii ;  tai  tW 
the  petty  ftmoliooariea  of  anuagnifiiatidu^ 
almost  in  ^ht  of  onr  coast,  would  do  ko|a 


tward  the  m^eaty  ot  this  lepnbbc. 

More  than  two  yesn  igo,  Hienfor^  tlui  Mf 
solemnly  resolved,  in  snutanM^  that  tbt  ■>■      I 
ore  and  detention  of  slaves,  und«  the  drew-      | 
stancea  of  those  on  board  the  Enlsnrife,  n 
an  act  of  ti(}ustiee  to  our  eMseai^  a  ricWia  a 
the  Uw  of  nathnu,  and  eo^valaot  to  sa  ian- 
rion  of  om  territory.     Tlds  reaolstiv  **       I 
adc^ited,  after  «  protoaoted  negotiaiicaA'i^ 
dress  had  eventoated  in  a  ittjootiiai  pft***       I 
mand.    Two  natioas  eoaU  not  be  InV" 
nearer  to  a  Btateof  hoatili^byaayiaaat       | 

of  a  poritive  deelaratiao  of  war,  tbsa  OiM> 
Britain  and  thia  ooontry  were  by  the  sdortKa 
of  these  lOMilutiMU.    ^  fHi^  this  left  bUM       i 
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IternatiTQ — redKH  or  war.  Foralni  nations 
lad,  therefore,  tbe  ri^t  to  oonelnde  (tud  I  weQ 
eooUeot  tbej  did  eraudode)  that  tha  wronn 
omplaiDed  of  would  be  redroaaed,  or  war  wonld 
asae.  But  what  efltot  did  thute  (Molntioiw 
inxlnee  ia  the  ooantrf  ag^nst  which  the? 
rere  fniminated  f  Boaivdr  had  their  thaoder 
led  away  on  the  distant  aiioree  of  Qreat  Bri- 
aln,  when,  as  if  in  defiance  of  onr  threat*,  an- 
ther oatrage,  preoiselj  rimilar  in  character  to 
be  one  complained  of;  la  eonimitted.  The 
ehooner  HennoeiL  bonnd  on  a  voyage  ttoca 
torfUk  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  DQinI>er  of 
laves  oa  hoard.  Is  wrecked  on  one  of  the  reeb 
1  the  Bahama  ohanneL  All  tha  persons  on 
oard,  looluding  the  Blavea,  are  taken  from  the 
rreok  by  an  English  "  ursotor,"  and  oarried  to 
iasMn.  As  >oon  as  tiiey  arrive  there,  a  file  of 
otdiere,  wearing  the  British  nnifonn,  oom- 
laoded  by  a  BrttUh  offlcer,  march  on  board 
he  wrecker,  order  the  staves  ashore,  and  carry 
bem  before  some  pet^  magistrate ;  by  whme 
apreme  anthority,  and  in  spite  of  the  remon- 
trances  of  the  American  consal,  they  are  set 
t  liberty.  Tbeae  ftaU  twing  established  by 
iconteetable  evidence,  mpllcation  for  indem- 
ity  was  made  to  the  British  Government, 
leforo  any  answer  had  been  gtven  to  this  ap- 
lication,  the  case  of  the  "  Oreole  "  oconrred. 
So  far  as  the  claim  to  indetnni^  ia  oonoera- 
d,  the  oircamstanMS  of  tlua  case  were  not  so 
trong  Bs those  in tbecaaea(rf  tha  "Enterprise" 
nd  tLe  **  Hennoaa ;"  for,  in  this  case,  the  lib- 
ration  ot  the  slaves  wu  not  the  act  of  Oie 
British  Goremmen^  nor  did  It  even  occur 
ritbin  their  Jnriadiotion.  It  ooonned  on  the 
tlgh  seaa,  and  was  effected  by  the  slaves  them- 
lelves.  The  atrooftiea,  however,  with  which  It 
vas  attended,  and  the  aid  and  protection  af- 
brded  to  the  aathorv  of  them,  Justly  esdted 
rabiie  Indignation,  and  momentarily  ronsed  oor 
Jovenuneot  ftom  its  letha^y.  An  mgeot  do- 
naad  for  redresa  was  made,  enforced  by  a  lat- 
«r  tnxa  the  Beoretary  <rf  State,  ooDtainlng  ao 
>ble  ezpoirition  of  the  law  of  nations  i4>plioable 
»  the  question,  and  a  omnplete  refatauon  of 
die  ailments  by  which  the  British  ministry 
Itad,  in  the  case  of  tho  "  Enterprise,"  already 
referred  to,  attempted  to  Justify  the  sdzore  of 
American  property  by  a  British  statute.  I  ap- 
peal  to  yoD,  Mr.  President,  wbethM*,  at  that 
juncture,  any  one  of  the  questions  pending  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain  was 
deemed  more  important,  or  more  uisent  in  its 
character,  than  that  growing  ont  of  these  re- 
peated ontragesl  80  for  as  my  own  State  la 
concenied,  I  can  venture  to  «ay  that  it  stood 
for^iHwt  in  the  catalcgne  of  grievances  of  which 
we  had  a  right  to  complain.  The  LMiislatores 
of  many  of  the  States  (and  that  of  Lonidana 
among  the  rest)  passed  strong  retdntions  ex- 
presrive  of  tbrir  sense  of  these  outrages,  and  of 
their  rcadlnen  to  vindicate,  by  a  resort  to 
arms,  the  insnlted  honor  of  the  oonntry.  The 
swelling  ude  of  public  indignation  was  only  ar- 
nsted  by  the  annouioement  of  the  I«ot  that 
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Great  Britain  had  deputed  a  special  envoy  to 
this  country,  eharaed  witii  the  settlement  of 
this  and  all  other  £fferenoea  between  the  two 
ooantriea ;  and  now  we  are  oaUed  npon  to  rati- 
tf  a  treaty  in  which  this  mbjeot  is  entJmly  pre- 
tennittedt  Why  Is  this,  inr t  I  do  not  think 
I  exsnerate  the  magnitude  of  this  qnestion, 
when  I  affirm  that,  in  whatever  light  we  view 
it — whether  we  consider  the  mere  peonaiary 
coDnderations  connected  with  it,  the  Interest 
folt  by  a  large  portion  of  the  oonntry  in  its  de- 
cision, Its  exoitmg  and  irritating  character,  and, 
above  all,  the  prindples  Involved  in  it — it  ia  by 
flu*  more  important  than  any  of  those  embraced 
In  the  treaty. 

And  what  b  the  reason  aaeigaed  for  this  ei- 
troordinary  omtsrion  t  Why,  that  Lord  Aah- 
borton's  powers  did  not  embrace  the  settlement 
of  thia  questJMii.  But  why  did  they  not  om- 
brace  it  t  Has  it  not  been  pending  for  years  t 
It  ia  tme,  as  Lord  Ashburton  says,  that  the 
case  of  the  Oreole  was  only  known  in  England 
a  fow  days  before  Ills  departure  for  this  oonn- 
try ;  but  that  of  the  Enterprise  occurred  mauy 
years  ago ;  and  the  resdutiDns  of  this  body, 
dedarln^  it  a  vi<dation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  equivalent  to  an  Invasion  of  our  traritory, 
were  adopted  more  than  two  years  prior  to  his 
departure.  Beudes,  noliilng  wonld  have  l>een 
easier  than  to  have  enlarged  his  powers,  had 
they  been  found  insnfiOcient.  Ho,  sir ;  the  true 
reason  for  this  eatut  mtisiw  in  the  treaty  is  to 
be  found  in  Lord  Ashtinrton's  letter,  lie  there 
s^s :  "  There  are  oert^  great  principles  too 
deeply  rooted  in  the  consdenees  and  sympathies 
of  tne  people  of  Great  Britain,  for  any  minister 
to  be  aole  to  overlook ;  and  any  tngoffemoit  I 
might  fliaifcs  in  efp«tilian  U>  them  would  he  in- 
ttantlf  duauoutdJ'  In  other  words,  the  sym- 
tiathie*  of  British  abolitionists  most  not  be 
shocked  by  having  an^  restraint  put  npon  their 
humane  efibrts  to  ezotte  our  slaves  to  insnrreo- 
tlon  and  bloodshed  1  Gentlemen  refer  ns  to 
this  letter,  as  eontaining  all  that  wss  necessary 
on  this  sniject.  It  is  true,  Hr.  Freeident,  that, 
as  nothing  was  intended  to  be  (2mm,  It  was 
tiioughtneeeaaaiy,  at  least,  to  say  Bomelhing. 
Bnt  if  it  was  Intttided  to  enter  into  any  binding 
ei^jagements  on  this  subject,  why  was  it  done 
in  the  form  of  a  letter  t  Why  was  it  not  in- 
serted in  the  treaty  t  I  have  looked  in  vun, 
however,  in  this  letter,  for  any  thing  which 
could  ba  oonstmed  either  into  an  ap^cwy  for 
tiie  past,  or  a  pledge  for  the  fotnre.  So  far 
from  admitting  the  truth  of  the  unanswerable 
proportions  contidned  in  Mr.  Webster's  letter 
to  him.  Lord  A.  pronounoes  them  to  l>e  ttart- 
littf;  and  so  far  from  makiag  any  epeciSo 
I^edges,  he  expressly  declares  that,  if  he  were 
to  make  any,  they  would  he  "  instantly  disa- 
vowed by  bia  Govertuoeot."  It  is  true,  he 
talks  of  transferring  the  negotiation  on  this 
point  to  London ;  but,  at  the  very  time  when 
this  eortenxnKlence  waa  penned,  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton and  Mr.  Webster  botli  were  well  aware 
that  a  n^[0^ation  had  already  taken  place  at 
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London,  and  that  tbe  Britisb  QoTenuneat  had 
adhered  to  their  former  decUioo. 

I  have  alreulf  stated  that  application  wai 
made  by  our  Goveinniont  for  indemnity  for 
slftTea  captnred  on  board  tho  stdiooner  Henno- 
BO.  I  hold  in  mj  hand  oopiea  of  tbe  corr»- 
spondenoe  whiofa  took  place  on  this  sabjeot  be- 
tween Mr.  Everett,  oar  tnSniater  at  London,  and 
Lurd  Aberdeen,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  ASain 
of  Great  Britain. 

Here  ve  find  (continued  }Sr.  0.)  QmL  u 
Iat«  as  tbe  SOth  Uu-  last,  when  Lord  Aahbor- 
ton  was  writing  dli^omaUo  notes  about  ad- 
jqamlng  tlie  settlement  of  tbla  qoestion  to 
London,  where  "  acoeas  oonld  be  had  to  all  the 
anthorities,"  the  British  GoTemment  had  lol- 
emnl^  decided  that  "  thej  wonld  not,  boioe- 
forward,  entertain  tbe  question  of  oompensation 
for  alaves  who  may  bare  acquired  their  liber^ 
bj  passing  nnder  the  Jurisdiction  of  Britiw 
laws ;  "  and  "  that,  slavery  being  now  abolish- 
ed throDghont  tbe  British  empire,  there  can  be 
no  well-ronnded  clidm  on  tho  part  of  anj  for- 
eigner for  oompensadoQ  in  respect  to  slaves 
who,  nnder  anr  ciroumstances  whatever,  m^ 
oome  into  the  British  ndoniesi."  No,  not  even 
when  the  Teasels  contains  them  are  driven 
there  by  tempest,  like  tbe  EnteipHae ;  hy  ihip- 
wreot^  like  tbe  Hermoaa;  or  by  mutiny  and 
mnrder,  like  the  Creole.  And  this  inbmnan 
doctrine— this  barbarona  interpolation  of  the 
code  of  international  law,  which  impusea  a  pen- 
alty upon  misfortune,  and  holds  out  a  premium 
to  insQrrectiao  and  murder,  is  promulgated  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  bloody  tragedy  re- 
oentiy  enacted  on  board  the  Creole  had  demon- 
strated tiie  fatal  conaequenoea  to  whioh  it  would 
inevitably  lead. 

[Mr.  RiTXB  here  interropted  Mr.  0.,  and  ob- 
served that  the  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  was  a 
mere  reference  to  a  prior  dedsion  given  In  the 
case  of  the  Enterprise,] 

It  does  refer  (continued  Mr.  0.)  to  that  de- 
dsion ;  bnt  it  expressly  adopts  and  oonflrms  it ; 
and  the  reference  to  a  case  which  this  body 
had  already  pronounced  to  hare  been  a  viola- 
tion of  our  Beg  and  of  national  law,  only  ren- 
ders their  r^ection  of  onr  demand  as  offensiTe 
in  form,  as  iC  was  nnjnst  in  substance.  Why, 
let  me  ask,  was  this  letter,  rdecting  our  de- 
mand, withheld  from  the  puUio,  when  3fr. 
Webster's  letter  to  Mr.  Everett,  iostracting  him 
to  make  that  demand,  and  demonstrating  its 
ii^Qstice,  was  paraded  in  every  newspaper  in 
the  aountry^ven  before  it  bad  reached  its  des- 
tination? Why  was  tho  onooth,  plausible, 
diplomatic  note  of  Lord  Ashburton,  who  was 
not  authorised  to  negotiate  on  this  subject,  sent 
to  this  Ijody  along  with  tiiis  treaty ;  when  not 
a  word  was  said  about  the  plain,  unequivocal, 
peremptory  answer  of  tbe  British  miniBter, 
abont  the  extent  of  whose  power  there  oonld 
be  no  dispute  t  How  is  it  that,  until  yesterday. 
the  very  existence  of  such  a  correspondence  was 
unknown  to  this  body  I  Was  It  becsose  it  was 
fbaied  that  satdi  a  letter  might  prove  an  obsta- 


cle to  the  ratification  at  tins  tMAty,  adriilil 
revive  anew  those  feelings  of  InfficMtiMvnd 
theae  ontragea  had  excited,  and  wlatb  W 
only  alumbwed  since  this  negotiatiwthidtew 
set  on  foot! 

Mr.  President,  Uia  monMut  that  this  tun 
of  Lord  Aahbnrtixi  was  known  here,  oat  G<n- 
emment  ahonid  hare  made  the  kUmbM  «( 
tbisqneetkm«MM7iian#»;  >iid,teeaKa(if 
fusal,  have  broken  off  the  neootiatiss  M  oan. 
Had  this  oonrae  been  pnrsoeC  depend  raaoH, 
tbe  powers  of  Lord  Aahbnrtoo  vould  kn 
beenftound  broad  enon^  toooverthsdi^N 
bava  bem  qwe^lr  ralarged.  G«U)iBta  ul 
na  that,  in  that  event,  war  wosld  ban  tm 
inefitaUe;  and  one  wonld  abneat  baajA* 
tiie  chaimian  <rf  the  Oommittee  «tt  Fcniti  A( 
fun  already  hevd  tbediatut  roarof  Bntt 
artillery.  For  my  own  par^  I  etfnt^M 
soobfean.  ^banaaaedaaelMisinhwfiBw^ 
and  encumbered  with  two  Ariatio  win^  Ei^ 
laud  is  not  more  anxious  or  better  piqad 
for  war  than  we  are.  She  wooll  nera  Mti 
war  for  the  sake  of  maint^aing  aptlncqli  «m 
is  only  important  to  her  aa  a  means  of  UHf- 
ing  us,  and  whioh  the  voioe  of  tbs  dnW 
wodd  would  prononnoe  to  be  erreoMn.  Sa 
boasted  philanthropy  is  wonderfol^  —pam, 
and  alw^B  ctdndoea  with,  and  siUNerTM  ig 
interests.  But,  even  did  I  belieie  tkat  n 
would  be  the  inevitable  oonaeqn»ae  •(»«)» 
tion  of  this  treaty,  I  wonld  not  pcnnii  Hat  k*- 
lieftohifioeuoemydedaiwi.  TnutMrboM 
are  denuded,  onr  tnasnry  exhanatwl.  Ml  Ai 
administntlon  of  out  affUn  oeafidadloliaA 
that  ndthar  poaseaa  nor  deserve  thaaaUa" 
of  the  oonntiT ;  hot  I  would  preftr  totaNsa- 
ter  war,  nnder  all  these  diaadvantues  thn  l» 
purchase  on  igntaidnioai  peace  by  tns  lamii* 
of  a  priud^  of  anoh  Tital  unportiM*.  I 
wonld  not .  permit  aiv  temporary  dUDmbiM  » 
create  permanent  mufininne^  I  wooU  M 
with  Great  Britain  aa  I  would  treat  vitb  l« 
weakest  power  in  Christeodun;  I  vooU  tr« 
with  her  now,  as  I  would  when  onr  aSinM 
most  prosperons.  I  wonld  treat  witli  ^ 
with  Tyler  for  our  Freadeot,  as  I  wcnU  ra 
Washington  or  JTaoluon  at  tbe  hehn  <f  Go<«» 
menL  And,  after  all,  if  we  ratify  thia  tratr. 
will  not  there  still  remain  snfiaoBt  «■»  * 
war  I  Did  not  thia  body,  two  jev>  f\  '<*' 
emnly  declare  that  there  wh,  wbta  ^f^ 
Qounoed  the  seLnre  of  the  bUtm  on  ^""^ 
Enterprise  a  violation  of  law  and  of  ttangl 
of  oar.  citizens,  and  eqeival^  to  bb  .<■**** 
of  our  domaini  Sinoe  those  reacM'<4"' 
ontn^es  of  the  Hertnoaa  and  tbe  Gnoh  t« 
been  superadded  to  that  of  tbe  fiitoipriiaa 
there  was  cause  tot  war  then,  ia  tbareaMKn 
greater  canae  now  I  Iftbeeersaolnli<aiW* 
roneoDs,  repeal  them.  If  tbe  priadiiw  wf 
ooat^  be  correct,  preserve  yoar  e«B«t«^ 
and  "MJn^jin  them  at  whatever  nniOM.  bm 
do  not  ratitr  this  trea^,  and  1«*«  *^^ 
force — a  leoorded  ■  " 
tion. 
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Mr.  BsnoiT  nld :  I  am  opposed  to  the  treat; 
on  many  gnxmds  ;  and  flnt,  beoaose  H  is  not 
•  Mtdemant  of  all  the  qneations  in  dispute  be- 
twttn  Om  two  oonntriei.  We  were  led  to  be- 
lieTB,  on  the  arrival  of  the  q>eotal  minlBt«r, 
that  he  came  as  a  meeaeager  of  peace,  and  cloth- 
ed with  foil  powers  to  settle  ererr  thing ;  and 
beliering  this,  his  arriral  was  hailed  with  nni- 
T«nal  J05.  Bot  here  is  a  ditappointment— a 
great  dlsq>pcrinbuent.  On  receinng  the  treatr 
ind  tbe  ptqwn  whioh  acoompanT-  it,  we  find 
tlut  oU  the  inbjeots  in  dispnte  bSTe  not  been 
ntded ;  that,  In  bet,  onl^  tliree  out  of  seven 
tre  Ntded ;  and  that  the  minister  has  retimed 
to  his  ooan^,  leanng  fbnr  of  the  contested 
nbfecta  anadjuted.  "ms  is  a  disappointment ; 
iDd  the  greater,  beoanae  the  ptp«n  oommn- 
niealed  oonflrm  the  report  that  the  minis- 
ter oame  with  fall  powers  to  settie  everr  thing. 
The  very  fint  note  of  tbe  Amerioan  negotiator 
— aad  that  in  its  very  first  sentence,  confirms 
thii  belief^  and  leaves  as  to  wonder  how  a  nda- 
rion  that  promiBed  so  mnch,  has  performed  so 
litde.  Mr.  Webster's  first  note  runs  thtis: 
"  Lord  Ashbnrton  having  been  charged  bj  the 
Qneen's  Oovemment  wlUi  ftill  powers  to  negi>- 
Uate  and  settle  all  matters  in  ^scossioa  Iietween 
tbe  Dsited  Stales  and  England,  and  having,  on 
hji  airfval  at  Washington,  annonnoed,"  ^., 
ic.  Here  is  a  dedaronon  of  tail  power  to  set- 
tle everf  thing ;  and  vet,  after  this,  only  part  is 
settled,  and  ^e  minuter  has  retarned  home. 
This  is  □nezpeoted,  and  inoonnstent.  It  con- 
tradicts the  obaraotcr  of  the  mission,  balks  onr 
iapta,  and  frustrates  our  polioj.  As  a  eonfed- 
erscf  of  States,  oar  polioy  is  to  settle  every 
thing,  or  nothing;  and  having  received  the 
minister  for  that  pnrpoaeL  ttils  complete  and  nni- 
versal  settlement  or  nothing,  should  have  been 
the  tiiu  jva  mm  of  the  Amerioan  negotiator. 

From  the  Heeaage  of  the  Prerident  which 
accompanies  the  treaty,  we  learn  Qiat  the  qnes- 
tions  in  disonssion  between  the  two  conntriee 
were:  1.  The  Northern  bonndary.  9.  The 
H^t  of  search  in  the  African  seas,  and  the  sap- 
pre^ioD  of  the  African  slave-trade.  B.  The 
■nrrender  of  fogitives  from  Justice.  4.  The  title 
to  the  Oolnmbia  Bivor.  S.  Impressment.  6. 
The  attack  on  the  Oaroline.  7.  Tbe  caae  of 
the  Creole,  and  of  otlier  Amerioan  vessels 
which  had  shared  the  same  fate.  These  are 
the  Bni^eots  (seven  in  nnmber)  which  the  Fred- 
dent  eonmerates,  and  which  he  informs  ns  00- 
cnpied  the  attention  of  ^le  negotiators.  He 
does  not  say  whether  these  were  all  the  sob- 
jeots  which  oecnpied  their  attcntioa.  He  does 
not  tell  OS  whether  they  dtsonssed  any  others. 
He  does  not  say  whether  the  British  n^otiator 
opened  the  qoestion  of  the  State  deMa,  and 
their  assTunption  or  goarantee  by  the  Federal 
Govemmeotl  or  whether  the  American  n^o- 
tiator  mentioned  the  p4^t  of  the  Osnadlan  osy- 
Inm  for  nigltive  salves,  (of  whioh  twelve  thon- 
Guid  have  already  gone  there,)  seduced  by  the 
honors  and  rewards  wUch  they  receive,  and  by 
the  protection  which  is  extended  to  them.  The 
Vol.  XIV.— 86 


HesBsge  is  silent  upon  these  further  snbjects  of 
difTereuce,  if  not  of  dlsonsrion,  between  the  two 
countries ;  and,  following  the  lead  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  confining  onreelves  (for  the  present) 
to  the  seven  subjects  of  dispnte  named  by  him, 
and  we  find  three  of  them  provided  for  in  the 
treaty — fonr  of  them  not :  and  this  oonstitntes 
a  great  objection  to  the  treaty — an  objection 
which  is  aggravated  by  the  nature  of  toe  snb- 

iecta  settled,  or  not  aoMled.  For  it  so  happens 
liat,  of  the  subjects  in  discussion,  some  were 
general,  and  anected  the  whole  Union ;  others 
were  local,  and  affected  sections.  Of  these 
general  sot^ects,  those  which  Great  Britun  had 
most  at  heart  are  provided  for ;  those  which  most 
concerned  the  United  States  are  omitted :  and 
of  the  three  sections  of  the  Union  which  had 
each  its  peonliar  grievance,  one  section  is  quiet- 
ed, and  two  are  left  as  they  were  This  gives 
Great  Britain  an  advantage  over  na  as  a  na- 
tion :  it  gives  one  section  of  the  Union  u  ad- 
vntage  over  tlie  two  others,  sectioually,  TIIb 
is  all  wrong,  uqjust.  unwise,  and  impoHtio.  It 
is  wrong  to  give  a  foreign  power  an  advantage 
over  ns ;  it  is  wrong  to  give  one  section  of  the 
Union  an  advantage  over  the  others.  In  their 
differences  with  foreign  powers,  the  States 
shonid  be  kept  nnited ;  their  peculiar  grievances 
should  not  be  separately  aettied,  so  as  to  dis- 
unite their  several  complunts.  This  is  a  view 
of  the  objection  which  commends  itself  most 
gravely  to  the  Senate.  We  are  a  confederacy 
of  States,  and  a  confederacy  in  which  States 
olasai^  tiemselvei  sectioneJly,  and  in  which 


and  each  of  these  sections  bad  a  peculiar  griev- 
ance ag^nst  Great  BHt^ ;  and  here  is  a  treaty 
to  adjust  the  grievances  of  ou&  and  but  one,  of 
these  three  sections.  To  all  intents  and  pnr- 
poses  we  have  a  separate  treaty — a  treaty  Iw- 
tween  the  Northern  States  and  Great  Britain ; 
for  it  Is  a  treaty  in  whioh  the  North  is  provided 
for,  and  the  South  and  West  left  out  Virtual- 
ly, it  is  a  separate  treaty  with  a  part  of  Uie 
States ;  and  this  forms  a  grave  objection  to  it 
in  my  eyes. 

Of  the  nine  Northern  States  whcee  terri- 
tories are  cotermlnons  with  the  dominions  of 
her  Britannic  HE^jesty,  nz  of  them  had  ^nes- 
tioos  of  boundary,  or  of  territory,  to  adjnst : 
and  all  these  are  adjusted.  The  twelve  South- 
ern slaveholding  States  had  a  question  in  which 


the  West  Indies;  this  great  qneetion  finds  no 
place  In  the  treaty,  and  is  put  off  with  phrases 
in  an  arranged  correepondenoe.  Tbe  whole 
great  West  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  fate  of 
the  Oolumbia  Biver,  and  demands  the  with- 
drawal of  ttie  British  from  it :  tbis  large  snb- 
Ject  finds  no  place  in  the  treaty,  nor  even  In 
uie  corresponaenee  which  took  place  between 
the  uMiotiators.  The  South  and  the  West  most 
go  to  London  with  tb^  oompl^nts ;  the  North 
has  been  aooommodated  here.    The  mission  of 
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peace  has  found  its  beuevolenoe  dronmscribed 
tj  the  metes  and  botmdarieB  of  the  sectJoital 
didsions  in  the  tJnion,  The  peace  treaty  is  fbr 
one  section:  for  the  other  two  seotiona  there  b 
no  peace.  The  non-Blaveholdinf;  States  ooter- 
minons  irith  the  Bridsb  dominions  are  pacified 
imd  satisfied :  the  alaveholding  and  the  Western 
States,  remote  from  the  British  dominions,  are 
to  suffer  and  complain  as  heretofore.  As  a 
friend  to  the  TTnion — a  Iriend  to  justice — and 
as  an  inhabitant  of  the  section  which  is  both 
tlaveholding  and  Western,  I  ol^eot  to  the  treaty 
which  malces  Uiis  li^nrions  distinction 
the  States. 

The  bilnre  to  settle  all  the  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countriea,  aggravated  as  that 
t^nra  is  by  the  seotional  and  InTidions  dietino- 
tion  which  it  makes  among  the  States,  is  a  cir- 
emnstanoe  badlr  calcnlated  to  recommend  the 
treatj  to  the  inaolgence  or  to  the  partiality  of 
the  Senate.  What  it  does  contain  must  be 
good  indeed  to  orerbalance  so  great  an  objec- 
tion ;  but  i^  instead  of  being  good,  Its  contents 
are  bad — if  the  uns  of  commission  are  to  be 
added  to  those  of  omission,  then  there  U 


be  the  case.  I  look  npon  the  treaty  to  be 
abont  eqnsllf  bod  for  what  it  contains,  and  for 
what  it  omiU;  and,  nuder  these  two  aspects,  I 
shall  proceed  to  give  it  the  close  and  careM 
examination  which  the  magnitude  of  the  snb- 
Jeot  requires. 

I  have  stated  one  geoeral  oUection  to  the 
treaty — that  of  not  settling  all  the  qnesdons  in 
dispnte.  I  pass  over  other  general  objections 
at  present,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  ita  details.  These  other 
general  objections  are  nnmerona  and  weighty; 
bnt  I  pau  them  over  at  present  with  a  mere 
ennmeratioQ,  to  l>e  attenaed  to  hereafter.  I 
name  them  now,  without  stopping  to  dwell  np- 
on them.  They  are :  That  soch  a  negotiation 
■honld  have  been  committed  to  a  sole  negotia- 
tor, and  one  not  subjected  to  the  approval  of 
the  Senate,  nor  fnrnisbed  with  presidential  in- 
Btmotions  to  limit  and  gnide  him,  and  the  citi- 
zen of  an  interested  State, — the  assumption  of 
this  negotiator  to  treat  the  question  of  nation^ 
boandaries,  not  as  a  qneation  of  rights  nuder 
the  treaty  of  independence,  bnt  as  a  matter  of 
bargain  and  sale,  or  of  grants  and  equivalents, 
In  the  hands  of  the  negotiators ;  the  omission 
of  the  American  negotiator  to  keep  minutes,  or 
protocols,  of  his  conferences  and  propositions; 
— the  obscurity  and  mystery  which  rest  upon 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  different  propo- 
ritions ; — the  assumption  of  the  American  ne- 
gotiator to  act  for  the  British  negotiator,  in 
presenting  the  British  proposition  for  the  Uune 
boundary  as  the  American  proposition ;  and 
the  unjustifiable  and  unfounded  argmneuts  with 
whichhe  pressed  that  proposition  npon  tiie  com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  Maine,  until  he  Bnc- 
oeeded  in  tiotimuing  that  deserted  and  doomed 
State; — the  wiaing  up  of  inoongmooa  snbjecte 


A  Hm^.  [tin  Cm. 

in  the  some  treaty ; — the  irregnlar  numui  ii 
which  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  liu  beoi 
forestalled  hy  private  oonsnltations  indnm&r- 
encoB  with  Senators  before  it  wu  nbnuttid  to 
the  Senate ;— the  aolemn  and  n 


mntmvx 
iry  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  bu  been  lule 
to  play  a  part  in  raTishing  thisrtfflntitabiH 
aJorn  "  ...  ...     - 


'Uggery  bj 

oplayap  _  

inr  alarms,  and  Boreeidiig  the  ugotiitorfhii 
responsibilily  for  his  grBtuitamiaaiGwt;— ftt 
BwM  ^parition  of  the  dirinterred  imp  taax- 
ered  by  Mr.  Jored  Spaika  in  Paris,  with  tht  nd 
marks  upon  it,  and  which  was  shoved  ibouttt 
Senaton  to  alarm  them  into pron^  Ktim;- 
the  Impresmve  invocatioa  to  lecree^  cud  do- 
spatoh,  lest  the  British  should  get  wnd  of  th 
aforesaid  map  andletter,  and  therenpanmaiue 
the  treaty;  when  itwoa  perfectly detr, ftn 
Lord  Ashborton's  letter  of  the  Ilth  of  Jih, 
that  the  sagadons  old  gentlerunhtd  ibt*^ 
scented  oat  these  secret  papers,  and  wu  raij 
to  claim  the  benefit  of  them  if  new  Degodidai 
commenced ;— the  war-cr;  wbioh  is  n»dit 
the  trea^  is  not  ratified — a  cry  which  tddioB 
itseif  to  our  fears,  and  not  to  our  JodjiiK^ 
and  which  would  make  merchudise  of  nt^ 
al  honor  and  natdcmal  rights.  I  psssovvd 
these  ad^tlonsl  general  objectiona  to  the  trHi; 
for  the  present,  intending  to  revert  totltciiiii 
good  time,  and  proceed  at  OQoe  to  the  an^if- 
-  'ion  of  the  treaty  itsel£ 

The  northern  boondory  is  the  first  nljeSii 
the  treaty ;  and  on  this  qnestion,  (dModooin 
all  dums  of  right  and  title  nnder  tlie  Irtstj  a 
independence — with  what  pnqirie^  wiO  l"*' 
after  be  seen,)  the  negotiators  prooMcdUi^ 
Jost  this  bonndary  npon  th«pciiid^«f<|^ 
promise  and  acoommodataon,  oedJngniNM™* 
ing,  granting  and  compensating,  nnlil  ^ 
brought  It  to  the  otmditton  in  which  vsGiuit 
in  the  treaty.  Waiving,  tar  the  f"*"^  " 
remarks  up(»L  this  aaanmption  of  pe*«  *<^ 
onr  national  boundaries,  and  this  dsmdbiMa 
the  work  of  onr  aneeGtor^  who  eitsttehw 
these  honndaries  at  the  expense  of  n  k>*^ 
blood  and  treaanre,  and  for  the  wise  pofpw  • 
covering  their  country  by  a  proper  ftonriB: 


wwving,  for  the  present,  oil  remaiki  mw  f 

Kint,  f  prooeed  to  state  the  grants  and  (qn' 
its  which  were  made  on  ewh  nde,  loi  w 


oonmder  the  v^ne  and  Importance  rf  tia. 
These  are,  on  the  ride  of  the  Britiri»-!.  Sopr 
or  St.  George's  island,  in  the  StsUtrfMcbii* 
between  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Sap*'^.  1 
Rouse's  Point,  and  a  strip  of  terrilt*y ""  *• 
State  of  New  York.  8.  A  strip  of  terriWrrs 
the  State  of  Vermont  4.  A  hundred  Ibiw* 
acres  of  land  in  the  State  of  New  H»rapi« 
5.  The  quBlifled  navigation  of  the  St.  J* 
River,  within  the  British  domhiioDS.  f  W 
amoont  of  money  ret^ved  br  the  &ttiii  w 
timber  cut  ond  sold  on  the  diqnted  tenW^ 
These  are  the  grants  and  oompaMtiR»<»r! 
part  of  the  British.  On  the  pMt  rf  flw  Wrt 
States,  they  are :  1.  The  importaBt  b^»" 
boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior  MdW 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  so  nooBsssiy  to  the  ft^ 
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trade  utd  to  the  control  of  Hie  iDdianH.  2.  The 
fbar  tlionaitiid  one  hundred  and  nineteen  Bqnare 
miles  of  territor;  in  the  State  of  Maine,  being 
the  same  and  the  whole  that  was  awarded  to 
Great  Briton  hjr  the  King  of  tho  Netherlands. 
3.  Eighthundred  and  nlnetj-three  sqnare  mUes 
in  Kaine,  being  so  much  over  and  above  the 
award  of  the  Ejiig  of  the  Netherlands.  4.  The 
establishment  of  the  new  bonndaiy,  on  thia 
nde  of  the  awarded  line,  from  Lake  Pohenaga- 
mook  to  Ue^anuette  pass,  one  hundred  and 
tea  (nUes  in  lenjrth,  and  wliollr  within  tho  an- 
cient and  natural  boondaries  of  Maine,  fi.  The 
nuTend«r  of  the  moantain  boimdaiy  which 
covered  Uie  State  of  Maine,  and  commanded 
the  road  to  Qaebec,  from  the  head  of  the  8t 
Francis  to  the  Hetjarmetto  pass — sajr  150  milea 
in  length — and  being  eo  much  over  and  above 
the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.  6. 
Hie  navigation  of  tho  St.  John  River  witliin  the 
6tat«  of  MuQfl.  7.  A  right  of  waj  over  the 
territory  of  Uainev  to  reaoh  the  rivar.  8.  The 
■am  of  $800,000  to  be  paid  to  the  States  of 
Maine  and  Maaaaohnsetta  for  tlieir  loaa  of  teni- 
tor;.  9.  The  snm  of  about  (200,000  to  be  paid 
to  the  same  States,  to  reimburse  th^  expenses 
in  protecting  the  disputed  territory  ag^nst 
Great  Briton.  10.  A  naval  alliance  and  co- 
operation with  Great  Britain  for  the  rapprea- 
sion  of  the  African  slave-trade,  11.  A  diplo- 
matic alliance  with  the  same  power,  for  r©- 
moQstratinK  with  nations  against  the  slave-trade, 
and  for  doamg  the  markets  of  the  world  against 
the  traffic  in  slaves.  12.  The  delivery  of  fugi- 
tive criminals. 

This  is  the  Utt  of  the  grants  and  equivalents 
— tbe»a  the  ooncesdons  oo  each  side ;  the  value 
of  which  I  now  proceed  to  examine,  beginning 
with  tboae  on  the  part  of  Great  Briton. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  went  Into  an  giamioation  of  the 
toncenions,] 

This  completes  mj  view  of  the  grants  and 
coDceasious  made  by  Great  BritJdn  to  the 
United  BUtes  hy  this  treaty.  They  are  all  of 
the  same  character — nothii^;  for  Great  Britain 
to  grant,  trifles  for  ns  to  receive,  and  better 
^ven  up  than  rettdned;  because  nndesirable 
to  Great  Britain  in  themselves,  and  facilitating, 
by  their  surrender,  the  grand  object  on  Maine. 
Sugar  Island  in  Michigan — Rouse's  Point  in 
Kew  Tork — the  ninety-mile  strip  in  Vermont 
—the  100,000  ocreain  New  Ham^hire— Uiough 
no  more  desirable  to  the  British  titan  the 
wooden  horae  was  to  tho  Trojans,  are  all  yield- 
ed in  a  way  to  conciliate  those  States,  and  to 
leave  Maine  standing  alone,  to  make  head 
against  the  British  dcsiga*  upon  her  teiYitory 
and  boundaries.  I  say  standing  alone ;  for 
even  her  mother,  tlie  old  Bay  State,  was  pur- 
chased  off  from  her  defence  by  a  pecuniary 
indemnity  for  her  proprietory  rights,  and  by 
the  boDor  of  furnishing  tho  sole  negotiator  to 
meet  the  eitraordinary  British  special  mission. 
Every  thing  along  the  line,  from  the  four  mil- 
lions of  fine  mineral  land  beyond  Lake  Superior 


to  the  long  sheep-walk  in  Vermont,  is  promptlv 
thrown  up ;  ana,  from  the  alacrity  with  which 
these  conoesMons  (as  thev  are  called)  are  made, 
end  from  the  anxiety  of  tlie  sagaciona  negotiator 
to  please  the  border  States,  it  may  be  almost 
inferred  that  it  was  matter  of  r^ret  that  there 
was  no  fine  mineral  land— no  sweet  little  island 
— no  commanding  point — no  long  narrow  slip 
— no  pretty  Httle  creeks — along  the  cunflnea 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  to  be  flung  up  to 
those  two  States,  in  the  like  gracloos  manner. 
In  that  event,  the  border  States  might  have 
been  nnanimons ;  and  not  a  chanoe  tor  a  voto 
agdnat  the  treaty  from  the  I^ke  of  the  "Wooda 
to  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Such'  ore  the  grants  and  coocmsIdus  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States:  few  in 
number,  small  in  value,  nothing  for  her  to 
yield,  iijoricmB  to  her  to  retain,  and  already 
ours  as  eSbctnally  without  the  treaty  as  wlUt 
it.  Except  the  restricted  and  compensated 
navigation  of  the  lower  St  John,  all  the  rest 
was  already  onrs— ours  by  the  treaty  of  1788, 
and  by  tiie  fbot  that  Qnai  Britain  wanted  none 
of  themslipe,  or  Islands,  or  points  of  land,  with 
Uieincumlffance  of  their  republican  inh^bitantt^ 
which  ihe  makes  a  merit  en  yielding  tons.  Not 
so  with  onr  grants  to  her.  They  are  large  and 
valuable — material  for  her  to  receive— danger- 
ous and  IqjQrions  for  na  to  yield — and  Involv- 
ing, not  only  territory,  but  natoral  boundaries; 
and  emitting  a  foreign  power  within  the  limits 
which  Nature  herself  and  the  treaty  of  '88  had 
prescribed  for  the  frontier  of  an  independent 
nation.  And  here  I  frankly  accost  the  subject, 
and  say  that,  if  onr  negotiator,  in  forming  a 
general  treaty  for  all  the  States,  and  in  settUng 
all  the  snbjecte  in  dispnte  between  the  two 
countries,  bad  yielded  to  the  British  Crown  aU 
that  the  award  of  the  SXag  of  the  Netberiands 
granted,  I  shonld  have  said  not  a  word.  Bnt, 
m  transcending  that  award,  which  he  himself 
opposed  OS  yMding  too  much — in  giving  up 
more  now  Unan  the  British  Government  de- 
manded at  the  Ume  of  that  award — En  doing 
this,  I  find  reasons  for  amazement  and  disap- 
probation. I  am  astonished  at  what  I  behold; 
and  shall  proceed  to  stato  the  number  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  sacrifices  we  have  made ;  and 
demand,  from  the  friends  of  the  negotiator,  the 
causes  Mud  the  reasons  for  sndi  extraordiiiaty 
oonoesrions. 

[Here  Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  examine  the  eoncea- 
sieus  hi  detail] 

Such  is  the  catalogue,  and  such  the  compara- 
tive value  of  the  grants  and  equivalents  (as  they 
are  called  by  onr  negotiator)  which  are  made 
by  this  treaty.  It  is  a  long  and  heavy  list  on 
the  i>art  of  the  United  States— a  short  and  a 
light  one  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  So  far 
as  tlie  Maine  boundary  is  oonoemed,  I  have  no 
more  to  say ;  bnt  the  other  parta  of  the  treaty 
— what  it  cont^s — what  it  omits — the  sa- 
cral ot^Jeotions  to  it— and  the  varknis  questions 
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which  vise  upon  the  corre^wDdenoe,— all  theu 
demand  attentitm,  and  I  proceed  to  give  it. 

The  Bappreinoii  of  the  African  alaT»-trade  ia 
theaeoondsobgeotinclnded  in  tlte  treaty;  and 
here  the  regret  renews  itself  at  the  absenoe  of 
all  the  cnstomarr  lighti  tipon  the  origin  and 
progress  of  treatjr  sttpnlations.  No  minntea  of 
cODferenoe ;  no  protocols ;  no  draa^ts  or 
connter-dranrhte ;  no  diplomatic  notes ;  not  a 
word  of  aD7  kind  from  one  negotiator  to  the 
other.  NoUiing  in  relation  to  the  snbject,  in 
the  shape  of  negotiation,  is  ooounnnicatod  to 
ns.  Even  the  section  of  the  oorrespondenoe 
«ntitied  "Snppreanon  of  the  slave-trade" — 
even  this  section  professedly  devoted  to  the 
nbjeot,  contains  not  a  a7llid)le  upon  it  from 
the  negotiators  to  each  other,  or  to  their  Gov- 
ernments; but  opens  and  closes  with  cnn- 
mnnieatitns  frtun  American  naval  offloera, 
evidently  extracted  from  them  bf  the  American 
negotiator,  to  Jnstifj  the  forthcoming  of  pr^ 
ecHuieived  and  foregone  ooDdosions.  Never, 
■inoe  the  art  of  writing  was  invented,  conld 
there  have  been  a  treaty  of  each  magnitude 
negotiated  with  snch  total  absence  of  neoessaij 
ligot  upon  the  historr  of  its  formation.  Lam- 
entable aa  is  this  defect  of  light  opon  Uie 
fbnnadon  of  tite  treat;  general^',  it  becomes 
partionlarlj  so  at  this  point,  where  a  stipnlation 
new,  delicate,  and  embarraseing,  has  been  nn- 
exp««tedlf  introdnced,  and  faUs  upon  na  as 
atnnptly  as  if  it  fell  from  the  clonds.  In  the 
absence  of  all  appropriate  information  from  the 
negotiators  theiuBelves,  I  am  driven  to  glean 
among  the  •oantT'  paragraphs  of  the  Frealifent': 
Uesssge,  and  in  the  anawere  of  the  naval  officers 
to  the  Secretary's  ioqniries.  Though  mlent  as 
to  the  ori(^  and  progress  of  the  proportion 
for  this  novel  aUianoet  the;  still  show  the  im- 
portant partionlar  of  the  motives  wUch  cansed 
ft    The  President  says : 

"  The  treat;  obUgaUons  subsisting  tietwceD  the 
two  conntriea  for  Ine  suppresaioa  of  Uie  A&icsn 
slaTe-tr«de,  and  the  compiainta  made  to  this  Oor- 
emmeDt  within  the  last  three  or  four  ;ekrs  (man; 
of  them  bet  too  well  fonaded)  of  the  vitibaion, 
MHMT*,  >nd  defntftm  of  American  veuels  on  that 
coast,  bj  BrUuh  cralaers,  conldnotbatfimnadal- 
icvte  and  highlj  important  part  of  the  negotiations 
which  have  now  been  beld. 

**  It  la  known  that  in  December  list,  ■  treat;  wu 
signed  in  ZonJo*,  bj  the  iepreKntat[Tes  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Rueao,  Pnusia,  and  Austria,  baring 
for  ita  professed  oltject  a  BtroDg  and  united  clTort  oT 
the  fire  powers  to  put  an  ma  to  thi  IraJ^c.  This 
treat;  was  not  ^tiatlg  communicated  lo  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  but  IteprorliioiiB  and 
■tipulatious  ai«  supposed  to  be  accuratel;  known  to 
the  public.  It  is  understood  to  be  not  yti  ratified 
on  the  pert  of  France. 

"  Ko  appiieation  or  nqtieit  has  been  made  to  this 
Government  to  become  a  party  to  this  treat; ;  bot 
Uie  course  it  might  take  hi  regard  to  it,  baa  excited 
no  small  degree  of  attention  and  d'lsensdon  in  Ett- 
ropt,  as  the  prinoiple  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and 
the  stipulaUons  which  it  containi,  have  caosed  worm 
animadvertioQB  and  great  poUtical  txoUtment. 


"  In  ray  message  a 
present  sesdOQ  of  Coi 

tlie  principlse  which  t1  __^^ 

speeUnguie  right  of  search  and  tb«  linniAT  if 
flan.  Dedrons  of  maintali^g  tboae  ptiiqk 
fldl;  at  (he  Mme  time  thst  eiistiiig  eb^tM 
shoiildbe  flilfil]ed,IhaTB  thnTi£ht  Itmnnl  iniiaSui 
with  the  honor  and  ^nit;  of  the  coimtr;,  ita  il 
lAoMUancKlsiU  0vn  (awa,  cwd  ^/wr/imibtan^k 
ly^atioiu,  )y  lit  otm  numu  and  Ut  mntfamr.  Tin 
examination  or  vidtation  of  the  merchtnt  \atii 
of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisen  ot  iLolhet,  (or  tii 
purpose,  esBept  thoM  known  and  ackoovfedjri^ 
the  law  of  nations,  under  whatever  restraintiixi^ 
ulaUons  It  ma;  take  place,  may  Uad  It  Joajma 
fMU&a.  It  it  far  UtUr,  bg  other  mean.  Is  nfnA 
any  ruppottdnectuUj/,  or  any  moCiw,  fir  ml  if 
amittaliim  or  vitil.  Interference  irtlh  s  SMnbil 
vesael  b;  an  armed  crnlssr.  Is  a)*aT>  a  ddeitt  f» 
ceeding,  apt  to  touch  the  point  of  nstloMl  kM^ 
as  well  as  to  aflbct  the  interests  of  hiAtidok  k 
baa  been  thought,  therefore,  eipeden^  M  oalj  k 
accordance  with  the  stipolations  of  the  tiwn  W 
Ghent,  but  st  the  same  time  as  rmmisj  iff  fw 
text  on  tki  part  of  othen  /or  violotiiijr  w  ■■> 
Rifiu  of  tk4  Amtriean  fag  tqaon  A*  wai,  w  (if 
triit  and  an  dt/hud  by  1^  laiet  of  iuliinu,l«rd!r 
into  (As  artidit  nms  nbniiUed  to  At  BntU." 

The  redtals  in  this  paragraph  are  otmonm- 
tona  importance.  Thef  are  conclnsir«tcit«v 
that  the  stipnlationa  into  which  we  bare  raw- 
ed, are  the  price  which  we  have  agreed  Viy^ 
for  the  privilege  of  going  nnsearcbed  apMi  At 
coast  of  Africa,  and  for  tlie  favor  of  nrt  bast 
offlciall;  required  to  join  the  qaintnple  (Eiuce 
for  the  snpprossion  of  the  uave-tnde;  Be 
two  Srst  paragraphs  are  pregnant  of  Aw  in- 
ferences :  the  concluding  sent«iees  of  tlw  M 
paragraph  are  oondusivs  of  their  truth  Th 
first  paragraph  recites  the  fact  of  the  wsi% 
detention,  and  viffltation  of  onr  ships  w  tht 
coast  of  Africa  b;  British  cmisen ;  the  ttmi 
ambignonal;  refers  to  the  five  powers  iffiM 
and  raiaea  Borraises  of  their  dedgn^  wluii  it 
does  not  BBtis^:  the  concluding  »aAaK»<i 
the  last  paragr^h  are  snffideotij  eiplidt  ii 
the  declaration  that  we  join  Great  Britain  b 
avoid  a  Junction  with  Uie  five  powos!  0 
tiiat  we  search  onrselves,  to  avoid  beiagseiRi- 
ed  b;  the  British  cruisers  I  Stndionslr  iit 
bignons,  and  profnso  of  phrases  to  dwai* 
while  stintfd  of  facts  to  inform,  the  ttsaf 
still  lets  ont  enoogh  to  betra;  these  biddisi  w 
momentous  meanings.  The  treaJjhasDrtbw 
ogicialls  commnnicated  to  our  Oovennse^ 
""*.  may  it  not  have  been  nnofficiall?!  «»''' 
by  whomf  for  what  pnrpoaet  and  "W 
itfi  contents  t  Instead  of  aosweriiv  I^ 
pertinent  in^oiries,  so  tutturtOj  eegpttti  «! 
the  deolaration  of  the  non-offioul  eommniia' 
tion,  the  sentenco  obliqnea  off  into  tb«  eof? 
anppoeition  that  the  ooat«nt8  are  wdl  kinn 


what  the  GoTemment  knows — how  it  oU«» 
its  hiformation— and  what  it  is  reqmrtd  to  * 
In3t«ad  of  that,  It  toDs  us  of  the  pnt£e:  ■" 
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then  flies  off  to  Tnaoa,  snd  infonttB  ns  what 
ire  well  knev  before — that  France  had  not 
HgowL  AU  this  u  foreign  to  the  ptdnt  We 
went  to  know  what  oonoerna  onnelves — 
vbether  the  five  powen  «re  oceapied  with  oar 
i^m-^nd  whetAs  the^  hare  ahown  ne  Uieir 
treatj—nnd  for  what  porpoae  t  The  MeaMM 
HTi:  "Ho  qipltoaticm  ha*  been  made  to  the 
United  EHatM  to  become  a  part]/  to  this  qoin- 
taple  alliance,  bnt  .  ,  ,  but  ,  .  .  bnt  .  .  ,  the 
conne  w«  tosj  take  is  the  sal^eot  of  attentitm, 
and  diacnsdon,  and  warmth,  and  excitement  in 
Europe  I"  Bnt  wbot  all  this  tends  to,  and 
what  is  reqnired  of  us  to  allay  thb  eioitemeiit, 
the  Uessa^  does  not  say.  Instead  of  satining 
the  corioeitj  whioh  it  excited  as  to  t^e  course 
oi  things  in  relation  to  as  in  Enrope,  it  flies 
back  to  this  oontiuent — rererts  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Veaaage  at  the  oonunenoemeot  of  the 
sesHOa — denies  the  ri^t  of  searolt— aMerte  the 
immnni^  of  flags — sod  then  meet  ominotulj 
declares  that  it  is  better  to  ezeonte  onr  o«ni 
laws,  sad  perform  onr  own  obliMtiona;  and 
do  this  br  oar  own  means,  and  bv  onr  own 
power.  Why  this  declaration  t  Were  others 
abont  to  ezeonte  onr  laws,  and  perform  our 
obligations,  and  to  use  means  and  powers  npon 
11%  not  oar  ownt  Was  this  the  state  of  the 
ossef  and,  if  so,  why  not  tell  as?  Whj;  this 
paltering  and  equivooation,  unless  to  mde  a 
damned  ooaoliuioQ  which  most  be  snSered,  bat 
cannot  bo  told  \  The  next  sentence,  however, 
sunoaches  the  poinb  "  It  is  better  to  snper- 
sede  the  motite  and  supposed  necesdty  for  this 
d«licste  and  dangeroos  search."  And,  finally, 
io  the  last  worda  of  tlie  last  senteooe,  tbe  fs^ 
Mcret  ia  let  oat— that  the  articles  now  before 
the  Benaite  were  entered  into  for  the  purpose 
of  "  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  others 
for  viokting  the  iDunooiUes  of  Oie  American 

a  in  tlie  African  seas  1 "  This  is  the  secret ; 
after  thiSj  it  stands  confessed  that  onr  naval 
and  dipI<auatio  alliaoce  witli  Great  Britain  ia 
the  price  which  we  pav  for  five  years'  exem[i' 
tion  from  search,  and  me  the  favor  of  not  being 
made  a  party  to  liw  qnintnple-alUanee.  The 
allisnoe  with  Great  Britain  Is  a  snbaUtnte  for 
tiiese  penalties :  and  a  more  ignominiona  pur- 
chase of  exemption  fi»m  outrage  never  dis- 
graced tbe  annals  of  an  independent  nation. 

We  will  now  see  wh^  is  the  price  wo  have 
contraoted  to  pay  for  these  exemptions ;  and 
for  that  parpose  I  read  the  8th  aod  0tii  articles 
of  the  treaty ; 

**A>Tici.c  vni.    The  parties  mutiially  stipiJste 


Md  respeatiTdj ,  .^ , ^ 

of  each  of  tbe  two  eonntriss,  toe  Uie  suppmnaa 
of  the  iUve-tnide;  the  nld  squadrcois  to  be  Inde- 
ptndeDt  of  euh  other,  but  the  two  Govenunents 
K^NiUttiig,  nerertheleuv  Io  give  sudi  orders  to  the 
officen  com  nwi  ding    their  leapective  forces,  as 


[Aoo 
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diall  ensbls  Ihem  most  efhetnaHy  to  aet  in  eoneert 
and  co-opeiatioD,  upon  mntual  coiunllatlon,  u  ex- 
IgBDciea  may  arise,  for  tbe  attainwent  of  the  true 
Mtjects  of  this  articte ;  oi^Iei  of  all  suoh  orders  to 
be  conunnolcated  by  each  Oovemment  to  the  other 
rcapectiTely. 

"AKnCLi  IX.  Whereas,  notwitbatandiDg  all  ef- 
forts which  may  be  made  on  the  coast  of  Arrick 
for  nippresidiig  of  tbe  slave-trade,  tbe  lacilitiea  for 
earrying  on  the  traffic,  aad  avoiding  the  vigiUnco 
'  lusers  by  the  fraudulent  use  of  dsks.  and  other 
La,  are  so  great,  and  the  temptations  far  pur- 
suing it,  while  s  maiitet  can  be  found  for  daves, 
■o  strong,  SI  that  the  desired  result  may  be  long 
delayed,  unteas  all  markets  be  shut  against  the 
porctuue  of  African  negroes;  tbe  parties  to  this 
treat;  agree  that  they  will  luiite  in  all  becomlog 
reprcseutatinu  and  temonitrancei  with  any  and 
sll  poweis  witliiD  whose  dotuiaions  such  markela 
are  allowed  to  exist ;  and  that  they  will  urge  upon 
all  such  power*  the  preprietj  and  dutjr  of  doaing 
such  markets  elTectqaUy  at  ones  and  forever." 

This  is  the  price  I  naval  aod  diplomatic  aUi- 
anoe  with  Great  Britain  1  And  the  eleventh 
article  stipolates  thnt  tbe  naval  allianoe  is  to 
continue  for  five  years,  and  «ft«rwsrds  nntU 
one  of  the  parties  uiall  riv«  notioe  for  its  ces- 
sation. Ofoourse  Great  Brit«^  will  never  give 
the  nodoe.  Of  course,  also,  the  American  Ad> 
ministration  which  makes  it,  will  never  gtw 
the  notice.  The  allianoe  is  eternal,  ODless  we 
break  down  the  party  which  mode  it.  And 
this  is  the  conne  t»  all  revolting  and  dangetons 
innovations.  It  is  ae  temporary  meaaorea  tbey 
ore  introduced.  They  are  eontinned  impercep- 
tibly; and  finally  made  pennanent,  and  (aatened 


of  1844  relieve  us  fh>m  the  dominion  of  the 
party  now  in  power.  And  now  let  ns  see  the 
extent  of  the  obligations  we  have  incurred  to 
oarchoM  this  exemption  ftom  search,  and  to 
exQused  fhim  dgnlng  the  qnintaple  treo^. 


ran  of  "at  leatt^'  eighty  gnns,  to  ocMperote 
with  n  British  eqoauon  \a  soppresung  the 
slave-trade.  Secondly,  to  nidte  with  Great 
Britain  in  diplomatic  remiHwtnnoes  and  repre- 
saDtations  against  the  purchase  of  African  ne- 
groM,  with  all  the  powers  which  still  admit 
socb  pnrohasea,  and  nidging  them  to  cease  tbe 
practice^  and  to  dose  tM  door  ag^nst  sooh 
purchases  at  once  and  fbrever.  TImm  are  the 
obligations ;  and  it  is  seen  at  once  that  they 
conatitnte  an  allianoe — a  doable  alliance— be- 
tween the  United  Statea  and  Great  Britain. 
Tbe  first  sensation  of  on  American  in  discover- 
ing  this  ominouB  ooqj unction,  la  that  of  astonish- 
ment, indignatifHi,  and  shune.  The  brewell 
words  of  Washington  nuh  to  tlte  mind.  He 
warned  oa  ^ainsl  anlangUng  onnelT«s  In  for- 
dgnalUanee;  andberewearedeMilyeaitanf^, 
ana  that  witii  tha  very  nation  whidi,  of  all  the 
others  in  the  world,  is  the  moat  to  Im  dreaded. 
The  conseqnenoes  of  this  entanglement  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  forMght,  or  of 
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mflDtsl  diFinstion.  It  i>  tite  oomtnenoement 
of  iiiTtilriiift  oar  America,  and  with  It  the 
whole  New  World,  in  the  Bjeteiiu  and  vortex 
of  Enropeon  politics.  We  begin  with  going  to 
Africa  to  Jom  Greftt  Britain,  Rnsda,  PniBsia, 
and  AoBtria,  (for  France  deoiinee  the  &vor,)  in 
redreselDg  the  grievanoea  of  the  Old  World; 
after  that,  it  is  a  natural  step  for  these  great 
powers  to  come  over  here  to  redress  the  wrongs 
of  the  New  World.  If  this  fatal  poller  1"  xi^- 
fered  to  conlinae ;  if  we  go  on  to  mix  ourselves 
in  the  affairs  of  Europe ;  if  we  qnit  our  own, 
to  stand  upon  fbrwgn  gronnd ;  if  we  hitch  our 
ooek'boat  to  the  grand  navies  of  Enn^e,  and 
tie  on  OOF  Kttie  ministers  behind  the  gorgeons 
rmreaentalives  of  mighty  monardu  ;--if  we  do 
this,  then  it  is  1u  vain  that  Providence  isolated 
ns,  and  thst  WashiDgtoa  warned  us.  We  are 
doomed  to  foreign  connections,  and  to  foreign 
interference ;  and  msr  expect  to  see  the  affairs 
of  the  two  Americas,  fi-om  BaSm's  Baf  to  Cape 
Horn,  regnlated  b;  the  sovereign  congresses  of 
Vienna,  St.  Fetersbai^,  and  London ;  and  the 
fieels  ud  anuies  of  Enrope  sent  here  to  enforoe 
th^  decrees. 

Pasdng  fi-om  Qie  political  conseqnenoes  of 
tills  enUnglement — consequences  which  no 
hnman  foresight  can  reach — I  come  to  the  im- 


expedimo^of Qiemeasare.  First:  theexpense 
in  money — an  item  which  would  seem  to  be 
entitled  to  some  regard  In  the  present  deplor- 
able state  of  the  treasnir— Id  the  present  cry 
for  retrenchment — and  in  the  preeent  heavr 
taxation  npon  the  comforts  and  neceBsaries  of 
Hfo.  This  expense  for  80  gens  will  be  abont 
$750,000  per  annnm,  exclusive  of  rep^rs  and 
lo«s  of  lives.  I  speak  of  the  whole  expense,  as 
part  of  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United 
BtatM,  and  not  of  the  mere  expense  of  working 
Qu  shqw  after  ther  have  gone  to  sea.  Kine 
thonsand  doUan  per  gnn  is  abont  the  expense 
<rf  tbe  eitaUiahment ;  80  gnns  wonld  be  $730,- 
000  per  annmn,  which  in  $a,eoo,000  for  five 
rears.  Bnt  the  sqnadron  is  not  limited  to  a 
maxlmnm  of  80  gans;  that  is  the  minimnm 
limit :  it  is  to  be  60  gnns  "  at  the  least."  And 
if  the  party  which  granted  these  80  Rhall  con- 
tdnne  in  power,  Great  Britun  ma;  find  it  as 
ea^  to  double  the  nnmber,  as  it  was  to  obtain 
the  first  ^ghtr.  Nor  is  the  time  Ilnilt«d  to 
five  jeara ;  it  is  onlv  determinable  after  that 
poiotl  hj  giving  notiee ;  a  notice  not  to  be  ex- 
pected frtan  thrae  who  made  the  treaty.  A1 
the  least,  then,  the  mooted  expense  is  to  be 
(8,600,000 ;  if  the  present  party  continaes  ii 
poww,  it  may  donble  or  treble  that  amoont , 
and  this,  beddea  the  cost  of  the  ships.  Snob 
is  the  moseyed  expense.  In  ships,  the  we 
and  tear  of  vesida  most  l>e  great.  We  are 
.  prepare,  eqntp,  and  maintun  in  service,  on 
coast  4,000  miles  fVom  home,  the  adequate 
snmber  of  ven^  to  carry  theee  80  gmis.  It 
is  not  snfflclent  to  send  the  nnmber  tliere ;  they 
mnat  be  kept  np  and  maintained  in  aervloe 


tliere ;  and  this  will  reqnire  constant  eipoM 
to  repair  tqjnries,  snpply  loesea,  and  eortrtsn- 
altiea.  In  the  employment  of  men,  mi  Ihg 
waste  of  life  and  liullh,  the  expenditam  iwt 
be  large.  Ten  menend  twoomcers  totbtpm, 
Is  the  smalleet  estimate  that  can  be  sdmittcl 
This  wonld  reqnire  a  complement  of  MO  mo. 
Including  all  the  neoeesary  eqnipHgc  <^  the  d^ 
and  above  1,000  perBons  will  be  emstsntl j  n- 
qnlred.  Theee  are  to  be  employed  at  s  tk) 
distance  fhnn  home ;  on  a  savage  coast;  in  ■ 
periloDS  service ;  on  both  ddea  of  the  tqutw; 
and  in  a  climate  which  is  death  to  ll>e*Uls 
race.  This  waste  of  men— titis  wear  sod  tw 
of  Ufe  and  constjtntion — sboold  stand  fi^  saw- 
thing  in  a  Gbristian  land,  and  in  this  sp  tf 
roamioK  philanthropy ;  unless,  indeed,  m  ei- 
ceas  of  love  for  the  blaclu,  it  is  deemed  mtfilo- 
to  destroy  the  whites.  Tbe  field  d 
operatiiHM  fbr  this  sqnadron  is  great  ;'the  tent 
"  coast  of  Africa,"  having  an  immense  ipj** 
tion  in  the  vocsbnlary  of  the  slaTe-tradt  0( 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  accordiog  to  tLt 
replies  of  the  naval  offioets  Bell  and  Psiw,  Ih 
trade  Is  carried  on  from  BeneRsl  to  Oipe  tf» 
—K  distance  of  3,900  railee,  followinf  its  wini 
ings,  as  tbe  watching  sqnadrons  woiud  barttii 
Bnt  the    track  of  the  slavera  b«twM 

jS  snd  America  has  to  be  watched,  is  wB 

as  the  immediate  coast ;  and  this  eniwsce  i 
space  in  the  ocean  at  M  degrees  on  cscb  sdt 
of  the  eqnator,  (bst  four  thonsand  niBw,)  ui 
covering  the  American  coast  teaia  Cabs  (o  Rio 
Janeiro ;  so  that  the  coast  of  Afric*— ft**'* 
em  const  alone — embraces  a  diagnm  ^  j^ 
ocean  of  near  4,000  mUes  ev«rr  wsj,  bnt; 
the  eqnator  In  the  centre,  and  bonsded  trt 
and  west  by  the  Hew  and  the  Old  Worii  The 
is  for  the  western  coast  only  t  tbe  ««eii  ii 
nearly  as  large.  The  same  naval  cflkcn  s? 
that  a  large  trade  in  Dcgroes  is  carried  ot  * 
the  Mahometan  countries  bordering  oa  tbe  Bn 
Sea  and  the  Perdan  Gulf,  and  in  the  Fortapxt 
East  India  colonies;  end,  whi^  is  wwuitn 
be  told.  It  is  also  carried  on  in  tbe  Britid  ^ 
idenoy  of  Bombay,  end  other  BritiA  i^^ 
possessions.  It  is  tnie,  the  <^cers  mt  lit 
American  slavers  are  not  yet  there;  bat  p 
there  they  will,  according  t«  all  the  lm<" 
trading  and  hnntlDg,  the  moment  tbey  u«^ 
turbed,  or  the  trade  fails,  on  the  w«t«ni  «•* 
Wherever  the  trade  exists,  the  combJned  po»- 
ers  must  Mow  it ;  for  good  is  not  to  be  *« 
by  halves,  and  philanthrOTy  is  net  W» 
circumscriiied  by  ooasts  ana  latitudes  &i* 
is  the  Add  of  enterprise  which  piuiunh  Bw 
to  the  British-American  squadrons;  at»t,m 
is  the  field  of  labor  for  th^  diploma  reB» 
Btranta.  Spsan,  Portugal,  Bmiii ;  Cala,  PW" 
Rico,  and  other  American  jslands;  «*  M* 
bometan,  Portngnese,  and  British  (juawni* 
in  Bonthem  AsU;--<dl  these  wiD  teqdniw 
presence  of  the  Anglo-Ameri««n  «■'*** 
Great  win  bo  the  expense  of  flie»  ««»«»; 
for  the  ambamadOTs  must  not  only  be  pw,  w 
go  loaded  with  ooafly  presents  wbm  brt"*" 
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&re  to  be  treated  with.  And  here  the  treating 
is  to  be  double — with  tha  aavue  negro  ohie£ 
«ho  tolerate  the  lale,  and  with  Ohristiaa  or 
Mahometan  kinBfl  who  tolerate  the  pnrohaae. 
Even  if  no  nnlDokr  oonseqoence  evpeireiies,  the 
expense  of  these  embaaaiaa  moat  ttHl  be  ^rest ; 
bat  if  OUT  ministera  chance  to  be  asBawuiated 
bj  the  negro  ohie^  or  iosulted  by  the  Ohristion 
or  Ufihometan  king — wh^t  then !  Shall  we 
resent  the  iiyary,  at  a  good  low  of  men  and 
moae^  t  or  Ehall  we  count  the  cost,  asd  pooket 
the  ontntge  t  What  if  the  Emperor  of  BroEil, 
bo7  as  he  is ;  or  the  Qaeea  of  Bpoin,  obild  u 
■he  is ;  or  the  Qneen  of  Fortngal,  ladf  as  she 
ia,  sboold  give  oar  minister  aance  to  return 
home,  and  free  his  own  conntrj  from  slaves 
before  be  went  about  to  close  the  marketa  of 
the  world  against  them  t  True,  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  purchasing,  and  the  parohased. 
The  intellect  can  detect  tiie  difference.  Bat 
still  it  is  a  ease  for  a  sarcasm,  and  for  an  insnlt ; 
and  the  American  minister  who  shoold  go  npon 
these  expeditions,  should  look  out  for  answers 
Tery  different  irma  what  maj  be  given  to  the 
lepresenlatiTe  of  Great  Britain.  She,  having 
liberated  her  own  daves,  mar  stand  np  and 
•peak.  But  how  will  it  be  wim  the  Amerioan 
minister,  when  he  oommences  rehearsing  his 
remoostranoe )  This  bostneu  of  remonstrating 
is  a  delicate  operation  between  individuals; 
more  so  when  a  sovereign  is  in  the  case ;  and 
becomes  exceedingly  critical  when  the  remon~ 
strant  is  about  in  the  condition  himself  which 
he  attacks  la  others.  Among  all  the  etronge 
Eeatorea  in  the  oomedj'  of  errors  wMoh  has 
ended  in  this  treaty,  that  of  sending  Amerioan 
ministera  abroad,  to  close  the  markets  of  the 
world  against  the  slave-trade,  is  the  most 
striking.  Not  content  with  the  expenses,  loss 
of  life,  and  political  entanglements  of  this  aUi- 
auce,  we  most  electioneer  for  insnlta,  and  sfflid 
mioist«r8  abroad  to  reoeive^  pocket,  and  bring 
them  home. 

In  what  dronmstonoes  do  we  nndertske  all 
this  fiae  work!  What  Is  oar  condition  at 
home,  while  thus  going  abroad  in  search  of 
emploTment  I  We  raise  1,000  men  for  foreign 
servioe,  while  reducing  onr  little  army  at 
home  I  We  send  ships  to  the  coast  of  Afrioa, 
while  dismoonting  oar  dragoons  on  the  fron- 
liera  of  lliasonil  and  Arkansas  I  We  protect 
Ali-ioa  flrom  slave-dealers,  and  abandon  Florida 
to  savage  butcherv  I  We  send  cannon,  shot, 
shells,  powder,  lead,  bombs,  and  balls,  to  AfH- 
oa,  whue  denying  arms  and  ammuniUon  to  the 
young  men  who  go  to  Florida  I  We  ^ve  food, 
clothes,  pay,  to  ^e  men  who  go  to  Africa,  and 
deny  rations  even  to  those  who  go  to  Florida  1 
We  cry  out  for  retrenchment,  and  scatter  $8,- 
800,000  at  one  brood  cast  of  the  hand  1  We  tax 
tea  and  ooffee,  and  send  the  money  to  Africa  I 
We  ore  bcnrowing,  and  taxing,  and  striking 
pu>er  money,'and  redodng  expenses  at  home, 
when  engaging  In  this  new  and  vast  expense  for 
the  defence  of  Africa!  What  madnees  and 
folljl    Eai  Don  Quixote  oome.to  life,  and 


placed  hims^at  the  head  of  onr  GoTemment, 
and  taken  the  negroes  of  Africa  instead  of  the 
damaeb  of  Bp^n,  fbr  tha  olyecta  of  his  chival- 
rons  proteoUon  t 

One  more  view  of  this  eighty-gnn  sqnadrtai, 
end  I  dismiss  it  from  my  speech. 

I  am  no  man  to  Invijte  onr  constitntion  oa 
every  petty  occasion,  and  to  eke  out  all  argn* 
ments  with  a  cry  of  violation  of  that  Bathed 
initniment.  The  Selaminian  galley  was  only 
launched  on  great  oooationa.  I  am  slow  to 
cheapen  onr  conatitntion  by  appealing  to  it  in 
doubtfid  or  frivtdons  aironmstanoee.  Bat  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  bare  tbwe  is  room  nelthw 
fbr  doubt  nor  frivoUtr ;  nod  that  the  numcg 
ttuB  squadron  for  tJie  dennee  of  Africa,  and  for 
the  redress  of  moral  evils  in  tiiat  remote  region, 
la  an  act  wholly  without  the  pale  of  onr  oonstitn- 
tion.  To  Ckn^sreaaaloneitMongstorolBe fleets 
— and  that,  for  the  defence  of  our  own  country : 
bat  here  is  a  fleet  to  be  raised,  not  by  Congress, 
bat  by  the  Frerident,  the  Senate,  and  tha 
Queen  of  Great  Britain ;  and  tiiia  fleet  Ibr  the 
defence,  not  of  these  confbderated  States,  but 
of  African  tribes ;  and  for  the  suppression,  not 
of  political,  bat  of  moral  evils.  It  does  seem 
to  me  thst  Congress  itaelf  could  have  -no  power 
to  do  this — still  less  the  President,  Senate,  and 
Queen  Victoria.  To  provide  and  maintMn  oa- 
vies,  is  a  power  speoially  granted  to  Oongresi: 
it  is  a  legislative  power — and  properly  so ;  be- 
cause, with  us,  the  qoestlons  ta  war  md  peaee. 
of  fleets  and  armies,  of  loans  and  taxes,  are  all 
legislative  powers,  and  peooliarly  iloder  the 
<£arg6  of  tbe  people's  immediate  representa- 
tives. It  will  not  do  to  deorive  onrselves  by 
analogies  to  other  govemmwts.  Ours  is  a 
government  of  limitations,  and  of  separate  de- 
partoients.  £aoh  department  must  keep  within 
Its  own  sphere.  It  must  not  transcend  its  own 
limits — much  lees  invade  those  of  another. 
The  treaty-making  power  is  a  distinct  power, 
and  its  acta  are  ttve  anpreme  law  of  the  land. 
Bat  it  ia  not  orerr  Ijmig  wbioh  tbe  President 
and  Senate,  and  a  fnei^  [Minoe,  or  an  Indian 
ohief^  may  ehooee  to  maert  in  a  treo^,  that 
is  thia  supreme  law.  Were  it  so,  there  wonld 
soon  be  no  power  In  onr  conntry  bnt  that  of 
tha  Preddent  ood  Senate,  acting  wiUi  some 
foreign  Ungo,  or  wllb  savage  tribw  To  gain 
this  oharaoter  of  sapreme  law,  or  even  of  law 
at  all,  the  suljaot-matter  of  the  treaty  mnst  be 
within  tha  eompetenoy  of  the  treaty-making 
power ;  it  most  be  a  snUeot  for  treaty  regnla- 
tion,  and  not  ibr  le^dooVe,  Jodidal,  or  exeoo- 
tive  action.  And  this  oompcteney  most  be 
tried  by  onr  own  oonsUtotioD,  and  not  by  tbe 
constitntions  or  ptaetioea  of  Enropean  monwehs. 
What  is  fit  matter  for  treaty  regalation  in  two 
conntry,  la  not  so  in  another ;  and  In  no  coun- 
try Is  the  treaty-making  power  more  limited 
end  mronmaciibed  than  in  onr  own.  Tbe  moss 
of  the  powers  of  onr  Ooremment  ore  given  to 
Oongrcoa ;  and  whatever  ia  gfven  to  Congress  is 
taken  away  from  all  other  powers.  Now,  ap- 
ply these  prinoiplee  to  tiie  act  in  question.    This 
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Ireaty  stipulates  to  prepare,  equip,  and  main- 
tain a  iqiiadron— to  keep  It  np  for  fire  Tears, 
and  afterwards,  until  the  PrcBident  of  the 
United   BUtee,  or   the  Britigh    GoTemment; 

g'Tes  Dotioe  for  it  to  be  withdrawn — to  employ 
in  eot^QDOtion  with  a  Britieh  eqnadron,  for 
the  defence  of  AfHoani,  and  for  RappresBing  the 
moral  evil  of  alaTo-takiiigi  thesqaadrou  to  be 
of  ^ghty  gone  at  the  least.  Kow,  the  prepar- 
ing, equipping,  and  nuiintuuing  in  eervioe  this 
aqaadroa,  ia  a  t^palative  act,  epedfically  ^ren 
hy  the  oonatitQtion  to  Oongrees.  Thu  far,  it 
is  aa  iavaaiMi  of  the  legiiuative  department. 
All  the  rest  ia  sheer  mnipatioii,  sneh  as  Oon- 
greas  itaelf  eoold  not  make  legal.  Oongress  it- 
self oauBot  create  a  sqnadron  for  five  yean ; 
for  the  tame,  or  another  Congress,  may  repeal 
the  law.  It  cannot  make  the  continuance  of 
the  sqnadron  dependent  apon  the  will  of  the 
Preaiaent,  or  of  a  foreign  prince ;  bat  it  miut 
depend  Qpon  the  will  of  Congreae  itself.  It 
cannot  raise  fleets  for  objects  foreign  to  the 
objects  of  the  Union — as  the  defence  of  AMca ; 
or  for  redreemng  moral  wrongs — as  the  snp- 
prasHon  of  the  AfVican  ooatom  of  selling  one 
another ;  but  the  fleet  mnat  be  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  Utilon,  or  of  the  rights  and  in- 
tereM  of  ite  oitixens  abroad.  Thas,  the  treaty 
stipnlatiim  for  this  sqnadron  Is,  in  ite  first  step, 
an  inraaion  of  the  legislative  aathority,  and  is 
T<dd:  in  everr  enbeeqnent  step,  it  is  sheer 
mnrpaticm,  and  snob  as  Oongreea  conld  not 
legaliie  if  it  wonld.  I  wish  to  be  mideretood ; 
a^  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  Congress  itself 
cannot  legaliie  this  treaty  I — that  Oongress  it- 
self eannot  raise  this  sqnadron  for  five  yean, 
for  tUa  ford^  object  1 

The  oonatituljon  namee  this  sabjMt,*  and 
^vee  to  Congrees  a  certain  degree  of  power 
over  it :  it  was  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of 
slaves  after  the  year  1S08.  That  power  has 
been  exercised ;  it  has  been  exhausted;  and  it 
is  fair  to  infer  that  it  was  all  that  was  intended 
to  be  granted.  In  a  government  of  limited 
powers,  when  a  certain  qnantnm  is  given,  it  is 
all  that  is  to  be  taken.  In  this  case,  the  aa- 
thority to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
after  a  given  period,  was  an  anthority  obtained 
by  oompromise,  and  after  mnch  hesitation  and 
^fflool^  in  the  convention.  It  was  a  long  time 
before  evoi  this  much,  on  a  subject  so  differ- 
ently viewed  in  diflforent  sections  of  the  Union, 
oould  be  agreed  npwi.  After  tliis,  is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  a  elanae  could  have  been  obtained 
to  dothe  Oongren  to  elotbe  the  representa- 
tivea  of  the  people  themselves  mni^  leas  the 
Preridmt,  Semate,  and  a  fc«dgn  prince — with 


ly  nott  Noone  that  reads  theUadison  Papers 
on  this  bead  can  aoppose,  for  an  inatant,  that 
diis  power  ever  would  have  been  granted. 
Then  how  is  it  obtaluedt    By  assmning  " 


by  asanmhig  that  it  may  absorb  fiw  UpMii 
power — that  it  may  toanscend  tb«  lylMin 
power — that  it  may  do  whatCopgMitBdo, 
and  what  Cengrees  cannot — that  it  mr  *b^ 
arms  for  the  enppreeeion  of  moral  «y9^  n^ 
send  the  ships  and  armiee  of  the  UotUdEtM 
qnixoting  tnrangh  the  variA  to  redmi  Ik 
wroDga  of  the  homsn  race.  As  )wrt  oi  Uk 
treaty-miJdBg  power,  I,  for  one,  dear  the  on- 
sHtotionality  of  this  aqoadroD  engagcnoit ;  ■! 
shall  vote  against  the  ratifiealioB  (^  floa  tnej. 
Aspartoftneleddativepowra',1  iffia  kij 
its  oonstitnti(»iamy ;  and  dull  vole  agHiallb 
appropriations  to  cany  it  into  efiet  1  dd 
have  two  dtanoea  at  the  tmooaatitiitionil,  te 
gerons,  and  improvident  adieme;  «d  M 
make  the  best  nae  of  both.  I  will  G^  tk 
appropriations  annually,  throagh  so  tnm;  d 
the  flve  yeara  they  are  to  oonbnna  m  I  iA 
have  to  remain  here. 

Bnt  it  is  not  so  moeh  on  tins  floor,  ta'aii 
other  end  of  the  Oapitol,  that  these  ^ipr^ 
dons  should  be  foDght.  That  daty  tichop 
eapecially  to  the  Immediate  BepTeseBlafin»(< 
the  people.  If  they  give  iip  to  then  ngbr 
gmis,  and  flve  yeara,  and  thia  redress  rf  mi 
wrongs  in  Africa,  they  give  up  vnrj  tti^ 
The  President  and  Senate,  with  a  Uf  u> 
savage  that  can  rign  a  writing  and  csfl  it  i 
treaty,  may  send  as  many  ship*  as  ftej  [*•« 
to  as  many  eonntries  aa  uiey  please,  ftmiH? 
years  as  they  pleasBj  and  for  any  oljtrt  H* 
suits  the  pleasure  or  laterest  of  the  arnKst 

I  proceed  to  the  third  sid))ect  aBdlHtuiiw 
in  the  treaty— the  article  which  sttptlA)  fcr 
the  mutual  surrender  of  fugitive  crinii^ 

This  is  a  snlqect  long  since  ocnndtnisMr 
conntry,  and  on  which  we  have  tb»  tf*™ 
both  of  wise  opinions  and  of  Bcnne  eqMiw^ 
Mr.  Jefferson  explored  the  whde  "IB?^ 
he  was  Secretary  of  State  nnd«  nwW 
Washington,  and  came  to  the  codcIdom  W 
these  surrenders  conld  only  be  mih  ""^ 
three  limitations:  I.  Between  eotenM» 
countries.  2.  For  high  offence*  >.  A  5^ 
provision  against  political  offenden.  f^ 
these  limitations,  as  far  back  as  the  jetr  1I» 
Mr.  Jefferson  proposed  to  Great  Brittui  w 
Spain  (the  only  coimtriea  with  which  wslij' 
coterminous  dominions,  and  onir  for  thfirsf 
jacent  provinces)  a  mntnal  deliverj  of  V 
rive  criminals.  Hia  propontion  »•■  in  "■• 
words: 

"Any  perKui  luviDg  aHnmiUed  wnJa  ■ 
malice  prepense,  not  of  the  nstnw  of  '™?*T 
forgerj,  wilhia  the  Udled  Slste*  oc  "i"  *^ 
provinces  sdjoblng  thereto,  and  fleeing  &»  « 
jueUceof  tiieoounWy.shsllbeddiieMd  w'l^ 
Qoverament  where  he  elaU  be  fomid,  to  llm  «» 
which  he  fled,  whenever  demanded  bj  Hu  w«- 

Thia  was  the  proportion  of  ftat  P*^*^ 
man :  and  how  different  from  thos"  *wa" 
find  In  thia  treaty  1  Instead  of  heii«.e«w» 
to  ootermhioas  dominions,  the  j»n"™°^. 
the  country  i«  taken  for  the  tbeatM  « IM  »^' 
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and  that  Indndeii  on  tha  part  of  Gnat  Britain, 
poneBnona  all  ovsr  the  world,  and  avtrj  ihin 
nevBiT'Ma  that  aailannderW  flog.    Initeaa 


of  being  oonflned  to  two  oSeiUMa  (rf  high  digree 
— mnr&r  and  forgw7~-ODa  agahut  life,  the 
other  againat  pnq»ar^— tUa  aioalo  ezteoda  to 


eeren  of&noes ;  imim  of  which  m^rbe  incnrred 
for  a  ■hilHfij'a  wortlt  of  proper^,  and  another 
of  then  wlmoot  tondiing  w  iqjnniig  a  hnman 
haag.  lawtfmi  trf  aqteoial  provirion  in  favor 
of  politieal  tiSaadtn,  tl»  imorgeDt  or  rebel 
miT  be  ^ven  up  fer  mnider,  and  then  hanged 
and  qvartend  for  Izeaaon;  and  ta  the  Imig 
catak^pie  of  aeveB  <tfenoe^  a  charge  11187  » 
made,  and  an  «  port*  oaae  MtabUahed,  againat 
mj  pcditicd  ottt^tK  whkh  the  Britiih  Got- 
erament  iliall  choose  to  pnrBiie. 

To  palliate  thia  article,  and  render  it  more 
acceptable  to  na,  we  are  infimned  that  it  ia 


copied  from  the  27th  article  of  Ur.  J^r's  treatr. 
That  aptdogf  for  U,  even  if  ezaotlf  tme,  wotud 
be  but  a  poor  recommendation  of  it  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates.  Ur.  J^'i  treaty  was 
no  fiiTorUe  with  tho  American  people^  and 
cspedallj  with  that  part  of  the  peopM  whkh 
oonatitntad  the  BemibUcan  part^,  I-eaat  of  all 
was  this  9Tth  artiale  a  fhTorite  with  them.  It 
was  under  that  article  that  the  fsmona  Jooa- 
tbsn  Bobbina,  alias  Thomaa  Haah,  waa  mtr- 
raodered— a  mrTCader  whioh  contributed  large- 
Ij  to  thadeftat  of  Vx.  Adams,  and  the  ov«i^ 
±rvw  <a  the  Federal  partf  in  1800.  The 
kpologf  would  be  poor,  if  tme:  but  it  happeoa 
o  be  not  uaaflr  tmcw  The  arUote  in  the 
Webater  treaty  iOHan  wldelj  Seom  the  cme  in 
Taj'a  traa^— and  alt  (br  the  worea.  Hie  ind- 
■Cioa  is  tu  wcrae  than  the  ori^nal— abont  aa 
anoh  worse  as  modem  WhiggerrlswoiM  than 
ineieiit  FederaUam.    Here  are  the  two  artioles; 


Ha.  ■ff'BBsm'i  Tbmi*. 
ArtiaU  10. 
**  la  is  KTMd  that  ttia  Uidted  States  and  hw 
liit*iuue  l^jestj  iIuU,  npou  mntual  raquiuliaDS  bj 
lem,  or  their  mimitera,  officers,  or  aulhoriUsB, 
sapectiTel;  mode,  deliver  up  to  justice  sll  persons 
'ho,  beiue  charged  with  tbe  crline  of  murder,  or 
ss»ult  with  Intent  to  commie  murder,  or  piracj,  or 
[«OD,  or  robbery,  or  Ibrmrj',  or  tha  utterance  of 
>rged  papers  committed  within  tbe  tncisdktlon 

•   _i.v i..n — 1 — I —  ^  ihaUbefcur-" 

Mr;  prodded,  a 
tieridenceof  cri 
....  „  of  tbe  placo  w' 

na  foritlTc  cr  peisoii  ao  charged  riisll  be  fo 


itt«d;  and  the  reapeetlTefadMa  and  other  msgla- 
a.tea  shall  have  power,  inrlsffietloii,  and  aothcmj, 
>oia  ccmpUnt  made  nnMr"'*^  *"  * — 


■.tea  shall  have  power,  inns^tloii,  amd  ai 
oia  ccmpUnt  made  nnMroatb.to  Isanr  ~ 
-  die  apip'titeusloa  of  the  fendre  or 


lAjrxed,  that  be  may  be  bio^tbefore  aooh  JadM 
ouer  ma^strates,  respccUTelr,  (o  tha  end  that 
e  eTJdence  of  ertmiiialH;  may  b«  heard  and  oon- 
Jerad ;  and  il,  on  inch  hearuig,  the  erldence  be 


certify  the  same  to  the  im^er  eseeotlTa  ftothority, 
that  a  wanaut  may  issue  for  tha  turrendec  of  BuJi 
fiwtlTB.  Tbe  expense  of  aoch  apprehanslan  and 
deurerj  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  ^e  part] 


a  the  reqn^tioD,  and  receivea 


thepartj 
the  ftigt- 


Ha.  ^AT'a  TaxiTT. 
.drikfe  ST. 
"It  is  ftirther  agreed  that  his  Hq'estj  and  the 
ndted  States,  on  mutual  requliitloaa  by  them,  rt- 
specdveh',  or  br  thdr  respective  mlaistera,  or  oil* 
oers,  aouotised  to  make  the  sune,  wUI  ddirer  op 
to  jMtiee  all  penana  who,  beine  charged  with  nmr- 
der,  or  foivsiy,  committed  within  the  Jniiadlctlon 
of  either,  shall  seek  an  aaylmn  within  aoT  of  tbe 
coontriea  of  the  other:  prerided,  that  tUa  shall 
ooljbe  dwwcnnoh  erideneeof  crimlnalitTas^ac- 
eonUng  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  nigmTe 
or  pccsOD  so  charged  shsU  be  fbnnd,  would  jnitifj 
bis  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial  if  tu 
oflencebad  there  been  committed.  The  expense  of 
such  apprehension  and  dellTerj  shall  be  bome  snd 
defhtjeo  bjr  those  who  make  the  requisition,  acd  re- 
odTe  theftagitlre." 

Theae  are  the  two  artklea,  and  the  difference 
between  them  is  great  and  striking.  Urat,  the 
ntnnber  of  ofllsnoea  fbr  whioh  deliveiT'  of  the 
ofibnder  is  to  be  made,  b  much  greater  in  the 
preeent  treaty.  Mr.  Jay'a  article  ia  limited  to 
two  offences— mnider  and  fbrgerj:  the  two 
proposed  bjr  Ur.  Jeffsiaon;  bnt  without  his 
<]oaUfl(Mtion  to  exclude  pcditioal  offences,  and 
toora^Mtbe  deliveries  tofdiuiders  from  ootor- 
minona  dominioaa.  The  preeent  treaty  em- 
braoea  flieee  two,  and  five  others;  making 
sereninthe  whoh).  The  five  added  ofienoee  are 
— aasanlt,  with  Intent  to  ecoDmlt  murder;  piraoy: 
robber7  jaraon ;  and  the  ntloranoe  of  fbrgea 
paper.  These  additional  five  offisnoea,  thoogh 
hl^  In  name,  might  be  Ten  small  in  degree. 
Amanlt,  with  intent  to  mnrder,  mi^t  be  wlth- 
ont  touching  or  hurting  any  pawn ;  fbr,  to  lift 
a  ynupoa  at  a  p«rson  within  atriking  distance, 
without  striking,  la  an  assanit:  to  level  a  fire- 
arm at  a  person  within  carrying  distance,  and 
without  nriw,  is  an  assault ;  and  the  ofibnoa 
b^ng in  tfaeuiteBt, is  difflctut  of  proo£  Ur. 
Jeffmon  ezoloded  it,  and  so  did  Ur.  Jay's 
treaty;  beoanse  the  oranoe  waa  too  small  and 
tooeonivoeal  to  be  made  a  matter  of  intern*- 
tional  airai^ement.  ^nM?  was  exdnded,  be- 
cause it  waa  absnrd  to  qieak  of  a  pirata's 
oonntrr.  Be  baa  no  conntnr.  He  is  Aoslw 
AiMMnf  ^Sfwns— the  enemytf  the  human  race; 
and  ia  bnng  wherever  he  is  eangbt.  The  rob- 
bery might  be  of  a  akUUng's  w«th  of  bread ; 
the  anon,  of  bnndng  a  straw  abed ;  tha  utter- 
ance of  fiMged  paper,  nd^t  be  the  uniasion  or 
pBMdng  of  a  ooonterfbit  slqtMioe.  All  these 
were  e^lnded  fbom  Jay's  trea^,  beoanse  <^ 
tb^  posriUe  Inaignifioanoa,  and  the  docv  thcr 
cqiened  to  abuse  in  baraariiw  titeinnooent,  iA 
b  multiplying  the  chaneea  tar  getting  hold  of 
a  pcditiaal  oNuder  for  aome  other  offence,  and 
aien  pHwtaMng  Mm  for  hla  poHties. 

Btnking  aa  tiMse  dlStewwes  a»  between  tbe 
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other  part ;  and  a  difference  which  nnllifles  the 
article  In  ita  onlf  material  bearing  in  onr  favor. 
It  ia  this :  Mr,  Jaj's  treatf  rderred  the  deliverj 
of  the  fogitive  to  the  eicecntive  pow^.  This 
treaty  interrenei  the  Jndieiarj,  and  reqoires 
two  deoiMona  frton  a  jndnorm^i'trste  before 
th»  Governor  can  ut.  nilsiinllinw  thetreatjr 
In  all  that  relatea  to  fagitiTo  daree  goBtr  c^ 
orimes  as^iut  tbdr  muters.  Id  the  mot 
the  Brituo  law,  tbey  hare  no  maater,  ano  can 
oommit  no  o^nee  agaiiut  nah  a  penon  hi 
atiertiiig  tfadr  libertj'  utinft  him,  even  onto 
death.  A  ilaTc  markiO  his  maater,  ]f  neoes- 
MT7  to  his  escape.  This  is  legal  under  Brildih 
law ;  and,  in  the  prceent  state  ot  aboVUoii  feel- 
icg  throughout  the  Britiih  dominionsj  mch 
killing  would  not  onlj  be  conridered  ftu,  hut 
in  the  highest  degree  meritorious  and  laadahle. 
What  chance  for  the  reooverj  of  soch  a  slave 
nnder  this  treaty  I  Bead  it — the  concluding 
pari, — after  the  word  "committed,"  and  see 
what  is  the  prooeaa  to  be  gone  through.  Oom- 
plaint  is  to  be  made  to  a  British  imge  or  Jns- 
tioe.  The  fogtUve  is  brooght  before  thia  jodge 
or  JDStio^  that  the  evidence  of  the  orimlaalitT- 
may  be  beard  and  considered— sobh.  evidenoe 
as  would  Justify  the  apprehension,  oommit- 
ment,  and  trial  of  the  party,  if  the  offteee 
.  bad  been  committed  there.  Jf,  npon  this  hear- 
ing, the  evidenoe  be  deemed  snfflaent  to  sustain 
tiie  charge,  thejudge  or  magistrate  is  tooerttfy 
tlie  bet  to  the  exeontive  anthority ;  and  then, 
and  not  tmtil  then,  the  surrendw  can  be  made. 
This  is  the  prooeaa ;  and  In  all  this  the  new 
treatr  difftos  traia  Jay's.  Under  his  treaty, 
the  delivery  waa  a  ministerial  act,  referring 
ttielf  to  the  anthorily  of  the  Qoremor :  under 
this  traalT,  it  beoomea  a  judicial  act,  referring 
Itself  to  the  ^scretion  of  the  Judge,  who  must 
twice  dedde  af^^nat  the  slave  (flnt,  in  isiolng 
tb9  warrant ;  and  next,  in  trying  it)  before  tbe 
Oovemor  can  order  the  nurender.  Twice  ta- 
dliM  discretloii  Interposes  a  barrier,  which 
cannot  be  forced;  and  oehind  which  the  dava, 
who  has  robbed  or  killed  his  master,  maf  re- 
pose in  safe^.  .  What  evidence  of  criminality 
will  satisfy  the  Judge,  when  the  act  ita«lf  is  no 
crime  in  his  eyes,  or  under  his  laws,  and  when 
aU  bis  mnpathiee  are  on  the  dde  of  the  davef 
What  imanee  would  there  be  for  the  Judicial 
BUTUider  of  ofibndtng  davea  in  the  British 
dominions,  under  this  treaty,  when  the  pro- 
virions  of  our  own  oonstitntion,  within  Uie 
Btates  of  onr  own  Union  in  relallon  to  fbgitive 
daves,  cannot  be  ezeonted  t  We  aH  know  that 
a  Judicial  trial  is  Immutd^  to  a  alava  puisned 
by  his  owner,  In  nuaij  of  onr  own  States.  Oan 
such  trials  be  expected  to  result  better  for  the 
owner  in  tbe  British  dominion,  where  the  re- 
lation of  master  and  slave  Is  not  admitted,  and 
where  aboUtiimism  is  the  poUcy  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  the  voice  irfUw  law,  ssd  tbe  spirit  c^the 
peoplet  EiUing  bis  master  In  detenoe  of  liis 
Uberty  is  no  offianoe  in  the  eye  of  British  law 


or  British  people;  and  no  dare  vlA  «w  h 
given  npfor  it. 

[l£r.  WBtoBT  bore  nid,  that  emntcrfdtliii 
American  secnritiea,  or  bank  notas,  »  bo 
ofibnoe  in  Oanada;  and  the  eame  snMlai 
mi^t  arise  there  in  rdation  to  foratr&j 

Ur.  Bentqs  resumed.  Better  &r  to  kan 
things  as  they  are.  ForgenarewnrriTsq 
In  Oanada,  by  Executive  aaOiiMity,  wLm  t^ 
flytothatpnvinoe.  This  b  done  in  tk^ 
ofgoodne^boriiood;  and  beoanseiD  kwc 
Govenuneols  have  an  lnter«et  in  nmnani 
crimen  and  repelling  criminala  Tbe  Gam- 
or  acts  from  a  ssmse  of  propria^,  Mid  tbi& 
tatea  of  decency  and  Justice.  Not  so  wiA  fl( 
Judge.  He  most  go  by  the  law;  sad  rta 
there  is  no  law  agafaiat  the  offtiHa,  b«  In 
nothing  to  Justify  him  in  ddivering  ttM  # 
fender. 

OonventionsforthemntuslEairaidaoIkp 
offbnders,  where  dominions  are  onttrmiMi 
might  be  proper.  Limited,  as  proposed  bj  Ir. 
Jefibrson  in  ITBS,  and  they  might  be  beoeidd 
in  suppresslott  of  border  crimes  sad  ^  p* 
ervatlon  of  order  and  Justice.  Bnt  otiM 
ta  this  la  to  a  long  list  of  offtedss— arotriS' 
ed  as  it  is  in  the  case  of  mnrdo^-Mndm  » 
dominions  In  all  parte  of  the  wtrid,  IM  * 
ships  in  every  sea, — it  can  be  nottdiic  tot  di 
flooroe  of  Individual  annmance  sad  lUitsd 
reerhninstion.  Beside^  If  we  nnalvti 
Great  Britain,  why  not  to  Ba^  Fits« 
Austria,  France,  ana  all  ttie  eomtfria  <t  Ik 
worldf  IfwegiTenpthelrisfamsntoEgfM 
why  not  the  Pole  to  Bnsia,  tbe  Itafinl»J» 
trio,  the  German  to  his  prince;  ad  »  ca 
throughout  the  eatalogne  of  naticul  G<r<  t« 
article  la  a  pestUtoons  one;  and  a  it  i>  ^ 
tenninable  upon  notice,  It  will  beooiHtht  iti 
of  the  American  people  to  elect  s  FR^M 
who  will  ^ve  the  notioe,  and  so  put  aoJta 
its  existeoo& 

Addresring  Itself  to  the  natural  fc^>>p£ 
the  country,  ^inst  high  orimes  snd  Uns 
offianders,  and  5t  favor  vt  p<^tical  libertr.O) 
Uesaage  of  the  President  oommnaiestiv  ■" 
recommending  this  treaty  to  us,  etrefglljF^ 
senta  this  artJole  as  oonformmg  to  oar  b<£i9 
in  all  these  particalan.  It  is  reprasenkJ  ■ 
appUoatde  only  to  Ugh  orimes--to  bcria  • 
fenders;  and  to  (dmes  not  pditicsL  I>  '^ 
this,  the  Ibsnge  is^dngeniuwsaad  dectfm 
and  cakolated  to  ravish  from,  the  iiBC«<iit« 
-      -       -  -  rhiAtbstrW 


farties  of  peisows  wi«.  i"*f 
Ugh  crimes,  sert  sBu^nliih^ 
ritories  of  a  neigbbciiiig  natioc,  wndd  «<■>  "* 
an  act  due  to  the  canw  of  geoenl  j«*^-^ 
pniperlr  belon^g  to  the  pceeent  slat*  *'^™^ 
lien  and  iDtereouiM-  The  Britiib  pnrteM  ■ 
North  Amerioa  an  saparUed  fe«a  the aiM* 
the UakiB  b J  a liae of  seratal tboaNBd ■OMjiM- 
•long  portions  of  this  Itate,  the  aiu— »«WT; 
■     "        -    ■       dtoconAleniaavl** 
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"  OAnden  •gainit  tlw  Uw  on  the  OM  ride  ti*M- 


r«M  diSoultT,  thej  uo  Iwmiglit  to  JoiUca ;  but 
tn  onen  tbej  whoUr  Mcape-  A  conMiiotuiie« 
r  ImniaDitf,  £n)m  the  power  of  KToidlng  juido* 
.  thii  «aj,  inttintes  t£e  nopriodpled  rad  nok- 
n  to  the  comiUMton  of  olTencea ;  mi  the  peaM 
id  good  neiKhborhood  of  the  border  tn  coiiw- 
leaUj  often  duturbed. 

"In  the  caae  of  offendera  fleeing  fhiin  Cuudk 
to  the  United  States,  the  Oovernors  of  Btate« 
e  often  applied  to  for  their  turrender;  and 
leallons  of  K  Teij  embarraning  Datnre  arlae 
oa  these  •pplie^ooiL  It  hu  been  thought 
ehlj  bnportant,  therefore,  to  provide  for  the 
bole  eaa*  b;  a  proper  treatj  ctipalation.  Tbo 
Hda  on  (be  fol^eet,  la  the  propoeed  trcMr,  Is 
iitfUUj  confined  to  auch  offinicM  as  all  manUiid 
jTM  to  regard  as  h^ooa  and  destroctlra  of  the 
curitj  of  llfo  and  of  propertj.  In  this  careful 
id  spedflo  ennmenL^on  of  cimes,  the  ot{ject  has 
«□  to  exclude  all  poUUcal  offences,  or  criminal 
larges  bHaing  from  ware  or  ioteatine  commotions. 
"euoQ,  mlspHsion  of  treason,  Qbals,  desertion  from 
ilitarr  serrlce,  and  other  ollbaces  of  a  similar 
aractcr,  are  excluded." 

la  these  phnsee  the  UMHg«  reoommends 
•  article  to  tlie  Senste  and  the  oonntiy ;  sod 
It  nothing  oonld  be  man  ialUoions  and  de- 
pUve  than  such  a  reoommeDdatioa.  It  cxm- 
les  the  aarrender  to  border  offenders — 
uadiaa  fagilJTes;  ret  Oie  treaty  extends  it 
I  all  persons  oomtnttti^  offences  tmder  the 
juriidieticH  "  at  Qreet  Britain — a  term  which 
icludes  all  her  territory  throaghoat  tbo  world, 
ad  eTflrj  "tip  or  fort  over  which  her  flag 
■res.  The  Message  confines  the  surrender 
)  high  crimes:  ^et  we  have  seen  that  the 
'eaty  incJades  cnmes  whioh  may  be  of  low 
•gree— low  indeed  1  A  hare  or  a  partri^ 
om  a  preenre ;  a  loaf  of  bread  to  snstun  liie ; 
sixpenny  eoontertUt  note  passed ;  a  shod 
nmt;  a  weapon  lifted,  without  striking  I  The 
[sssage  my%  all  politioal  crimes,  all  treasons, 
linirldon  of  treasoo,  libels,  and  desertions  ar« 
uloded.  The  trea^  shows  that  these  offbncec 
K  not  excluded — that  the  limitations  proposed 
T  Ur.  Jefferson  are  not  inserted ;  and,  oonse- 
oently,  nadw  the  head  of  mnrder,  the  insur- 
eat,  the  rebel,  and  the  trdtor,  who  has  shed 
lood,  mv  be  (^ven  up ;  and  so  of  other  of- 
mcea.  When  onoe  soTreDdered,  he  maybe 
Hed  for  any  thing.  The  foteirf  Jonathan  Bob- 
las,  alias  Nash,  is  a  good  illostration  of  all 
tils.*    He  was  a  Britiu  saUw— was  guilty  of 


*  "  Ih  (PrMldaDt  Adam*)  eouMan  u  oftaa  Mmmltted 
a  hmt  1  pobUa  aUp  of  wtr  on  th*  Ugh  mm,  ta  haTa  boa 
HDiniHfd  wttUa  tka  JntMlotlaa  flflbB  uHoa  to  vUek 
M  Mp  baloncL  NMk  to  chun4,  It  to  matalaoi, 
'Itt  plnnud  moidiroa  boud  lb*  Biltlih Mpta  Hei- 
udsi,  an  the  Uih  mm,  and,  eooMqn«Bllr,  wtlUa  tbalnrto- 
MJgn  of  Mi  BrfUnnlelbtfii^ ;  ud,(banfcnl7Uw«tta 
"Ult  at  th*  tnatr  of  andtr  with  Snat  Mtoto,  Sub 
Dfbt  to  IM  dcUnni  u  u  iHiurt*d  bT  the  BittUb  BUnlc 
":  pniTl4«l  nrli  (tUmdm  whto  erlnUBaUbr  b«  pradsMd 
Orllialiwtot  tba  Uiitled  Blmt«a,or  of  SinithCusUu, 
■}m  Um  faflltt**  vu.)  vogld jHtuy  hto  uvnbuuliw 
H^aaniltBMnt  ftir  titol,  ir  tb>  oflten  bad  bMU  aoBmlttM 
htUa  th*  rntlad  Btit**.-— (ITr.  Plti4H<nfi  UOtr  lo  O* 
IfOM  JfinUfP,  Jry.  JMoiL,  tiirrmd4Hiig  JMMu^  aUm 


Herraion&— descvted  to  the  United  Btates— was 
demanded  by  the  BrilJdi  minister  ae  a  murderer 
under  Jay's  treaty— givm  imaaa  mnrderer— 
tbaatriedbyaeoDrt-maitialon  board  aman- 
<rf-war  for  tnnljny,  mnrder,  desertion,  and 
plraoj'-foond  goUty — executed— and  his  body 
hnng  in  chains  from  the  yard-arm  of  a  man-of- 
war.  And  BO  it  wonld  be  again.  The  man 
given  np  for  one  offence,  womd  be  tried  for 
another;  and  in  the  number  and  insignifioanoe 
of  the  offences  for  whidi  he  might  be  sorren- 
dered,  Uien  wonld  be  no  difflcnl^  in  reaching 
any  ^ctim  that  a  fbrdon  OoTornment  chose  to 
paiane.  If  this  arUole  bad  been  in  force  in  the 
time  of  the  Iridi  rebellion,  and  Lord  Edward 
Flbqerald  had  escaped  to  the  United  States, 
after  wounding,  as  be  did,  sererol  of  the  myr- 
mldona  who  arteated  him,  he  might  hare  been 
demanded  as  a  Active  fhim  Jnstice,  fbr  the 
asaanlt  with  intent  to  Ull ;  and  then  tried  fhr 
treason,  and  hanged  and  qnartered ;  and  sooh 
will  be  the  operoUon  of  uie  artide  If  it  con- 


its  operation ;  Intended  to  give  the  British  the 
ri^  of  demandine  all  Ai^tlTes,  or  emigrants 
from  all  parte  of  ner  dominions,  and  all  her 
ships;  intended  to  authorize  their  arrest  for 
desertloa  for  political  offenoes,  under  the  gnise 
of  reclaming  them  for  crimes;  worth  nothing 
to  us  on  the  two  m^n  ftAata  of  fti^tive  slaves 
and  forgers;  and  actually  potting  us  in  a 
worse  condition  than  we  were  in  withoat  this 
agreement.  Lord  Ashbnrton  says  it  cannot 
take  effect  in  England  without  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  sanction  it.  I  have  not  examined  the 
Juestioa ;  bnt  would  suppose  thet  If  on  act  of 
'adiament  were  neoeasary  in  England  to  give 
it  validity,  on  act  of  Oongrees  would  be  equally 
necessary  here  fcv  the  same  purpose.  In  that 
event,  the  B^reeentstives  of  the  people  rosy 
yet  save  an  inmiense  emigrant  population  from 
the  persecutions  and  annoyance  to  which  polit- 
ical offendov  as  well  as  criminals,  and  the 
innocent  m  wdl  as  the  guilty,  may  be  snt^ected 
under  this  renewed  and  wgravated  edition  of 


article ;  and  witb  it,  I  have  done  with  my  de- 
tailed and  qiMdal  ol^laima  to  the  contents  of 
the  treo^.  Other  general  ottjectltms  I  have  to 
It,  and  so  stated  at  the  opening  of  my  speech. 
Beeldea  the  leading  general  objecticm,  that  this 
treat?  was  not  a  eettlnnentof  oU  matters  In 
dismte;  that  it  settled  what  concwned  Great 
BMUnond  the  Kortbeni  States;  and  was,  In 
bet,  a  virtual  separate  trea^  with  those  States ; 
— beeidei  this  objection,  which  I  have  stated  at 
large,  there  were  other  general  ottJeotions  which 
I  hare  buely  named,  and  will  now  proceed  to 
state  more  fiilly. 

1.  The  emplovmanl  of  a  aide  negotiator  in  a 
borinesa  of  sncn  magnitude  and  variety,  and 
one  who  had  not  been  qtproved  bj  the  Benat« 
for  tills  pnrpon.    The  nsgotiatlou  embraced 
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the  most  ImporU&t  ooDoermi,  snd  the  mort 
Tariofu — K>me  peculiar  to  Beotumal  dlvidoiu 
<tftheUtuoii,  utho  boundary,  to  the  North; 
the  libention  end  entieement  of  elaves,  to  the 
South ;  the  Oolomhlft  Kver,  to  the  Weet ;  ud 
theo  to  the  Union  in  general,  in  the  Important 
qne»tl<ma  of  tmpriBBmCTit,  of  leerah,  andof  tJie 
WBoit  at  Schlosser.  8nch  Taiied  and  important 
Intereats  req^red  eereral  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  tbe  United  States;  and  thej  spedaUy 
q>proTedb7thB  Senate  for  this  purpose.  Nev- 
er, in  the  annals  of  onr  histoiy,  was  snnh  a 
n^tiation  I>efore  cMmimitted  to  a  rin^  hand. 
In  all  previous  odministrstions,  Federal  cw  Ko- 
pnblloan,  where  great  qneations  were  at  stake, 
•everal  ministers  were  ^>pcnnted,  and  thej 
taken  from  different  parte  of  the  Union,  and 
from  both  political  parties.  Witness  the  three 
ministAre  In  Franoe  (Uarshall,  Finoknej,  and 
Oerr;)  in  Mr.  J.  Adams's  time ;  the  two  tnin- 
iaters  to  England  (Ur.  Bnfos  King  and  Mr. 
Monroe)  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time ;  the  five  mtn- 
sters  to  Ghent  (Ueasrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Bayard, 
Olaj,  Rnssell,  and  Gallatin)  In  Mr.  Madison's 
time;  and  nmneroua  other  instanoea,  within 
the  recoUeotton  of  all.  The  preaent  oeointm 
was  as  important  as  anv  of  these ;  tw,  beaidea 
embracing  ao  many,  and  snch  Tariona  questions, 
it  also  involved,  as  we  ere  constant];  told,  the 
matqneatiMiofpeaoeor  warl  If  tiie  British 
Qovemment  obese  to  confide  its  interests  to  a 
rin^e  negotiator,  that  was  no  role  for  nv.  It 
is  a  monarobf ;  and  oonoeDtratioa  is  Its  prin- 
cdple.  We  areaconfederaoyof  Repnblios;  and 
diffiiEion  IB  onr  tendeiutj'.  The  monarchj  and 
the  monarchical  Government  is  alone  to  be 
oonsnlted  in  Great  Britain.  The  State  Govem- 
nients,  the  political  parties,  the  sectional  divi- 
nonsj  are  all  to  M  ooiuidered  here;  and 
certainly  there  never  was  a  time  when  an  Ad- 
ministration was  more  bound  to  defer  to  the 
States,  to  the  sections,  and  the  parties.  Hav- 
ing no  State,  no  section,  and  no  party  to  enp- 
port  it,  it  was  little  able  to  disregard  the 
olaims  of  Jastioe,  and  the  observances  of  pro- 

frietf  towards  any.  It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say, 
t  is  no  matter :  tiie  Senate  haa  the  control;  it 
can  r^ect.  Tliia  is  idle.  We  know  that  trea- 
tiea  are  oonfirmed,  that  not  a  single  Senator 
wonld  reommnend ;  that  vsrioos  infinenoea  are 
brongfat  to  bear  upon  the  ntiflaation  of  a  tno- 
tr ;  and  that  ntineoticm  is  no  test  of  ita  merits. 
No.  The  Monrlfy  ia  in  preoantioa^-^  pre- 
ventive reme^ea— in  taking  oare  to  aeonre  a 


ptaCo 


'6  tre^  befbrehand ;  and  not  in  the  i^ection 
.  the  Senate  afterwaids.  In  this  cas^  tb« 
employment  ttf  a  single  negotiator  was  nignsti- 


fiat>le.  The  ocoadon  was  great,  and  required 
several,  both  fur  safety  and  for  satiafaction. 
The  negotiation  was  here.  Our  country  is  full 
of  able  men.  Two  other  negotiators  might 
have  been  joined  without  delay,  without  tron- 
Ide,  and  almost  without  expense.  The  BritiBli 
also  had  another  nwotiotw  lier&  (Mr.  Foi ;) 
a  minister  of  whom  I  can  say,  willtmit  diapar- 
■gemuit  to  any  other,  that,  in  the  two  and 


twenty  years  wbidn  I  have  Mt  intb  BMi, 
and  had  oooasion  to  know  Uie  foniga  ^^Im, 
I  have  never  known  his  nipnior  ftr  'vtrit 
gence,  dignity,  attention  to  his  I)ndDai,Udi|j 
to  his  own  Qovemment,  and  deccramto  ooa 
Why  not  add  Mr.  Fox  to  Lord  Aidilnirtfa,  n- 
less  to  prevent  an  associate  htiog  girai  tollr. 
Webttert  WasitarruuedinlrouknllitlllK 
whole  negotiation  should  be  between  tvo,  ad 
that  these  two  should  act  witboet  ivtUca, 
and  wlthoat  notes  or  minalea  <rf  tbeir  Msto- 
enoeat  Be  ttiis  m  it  may,  the  d&d  ■  ik 
same;  and  all  must  oondemBtUs soliUtTtie 
ness  between  two  udnictan,  iriMO  A*«cau 
so  imperionsly  demanded  several. 

2.  The  aBsoroption  of  the  8ee^(tryM(gli» 
tor  to  treat  the  boundaries  of  lh«  nfmie, 
established  by  the  war  of  the  Bevciliit)ai,a 
matter  of  bargain  and  sale — of  gifts  and  ndi- 
alents— in  the  hands  of  the  negolishm.  re 
was  done,  and  in  the  whole  extent  of  Ik 
boundary.  In  his  very  first  letter  to  lei 
Ashburton— in  hu  brief  note  rf  the  ITti  (i 
June,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  hit  l«i 
ship's  very  first  note,  and  in  annonwin  bi 
own  Mtthority  '  .■...— 


grant 
he  hi 


invites  a  n^otiatioB  vpon  tlw  !»«■' 
ts  and  eqmv^enta — the  veiy  tluif  *U 
had  condemned  in  the  award.   lUiHiiil 
he  says  in  hia  note— tear  him : 

"  Lord  Ashburton  having  been  Atipl  fcj  * 
Queen's  Government  irith  MI  pownt  (o  "{•'* 
andsettleallnisttenln  diacnnioD  betw«<k  Tri- 
ed Btates  and  Eo^d ;  and  bav)^,RUtiRM 
>(  Wastilngtoii,  annooncBd  thit,iDiddiNWik 
question  of  the  North-eaateni  boaodiry  WAi  !■■' 
autes,  lie  was  anthorlied  to  treat  for  1 MHOM 
Une,  or  line  by  agreement,  en  MMb  lensnd* 
didona,  and  with  snch  mutoal  riBi^nifr—  *■ 
eqnivalsnts, ««  migbtbe  thought  jwAiadtqai^: 
aod  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  upon  *  uguiaM 
for  such  coDveutional  line,  so  mod  u  tliu  C"*^ 
ment  shauld  uj  that  it  was  aulbonMd  ud  m^ 
□a  lis  part  to  commeiice  such  negotiitioQ.-ll'V 
dersigncd,  Secretary  of  Sl»te  of  tho  Pniwl  a* 
has  DOW  the  honor  to  acquiiut  Ul  ItfrMfk  7 
direction  of  the  President,  that  the  iiih)''^(*'^ 
re«dy,  on  behalf  of  the  OoTernmeal  of  Ita  ta" 
Slates,  and  daly  authorind  to  ptoceedlolhcw 
slderatlon  of  sncli  eonventionil  Use,  v  i*",^ 
agreement;  and  will  be  happy  to  law  Mi*™* 
on  that  nibieet,  at  hia  LordiUp^  vMivimt- 
[Jfr.  Wtbtltr  to  ZardAMurtm,  J<m  !• 

To  tlua  moat  obli^ng  pn^Ms&ia— '^ 
j[»ve  np  the  whole  queatitm  1— the  British* 
istor  very  naturally  and  very  pwap"/  ('■'■ 
00  the  same  day)  retaniedanote(^*>»^^ 
fully  oooeptmg  what  the  Seeretaiy  <^^ 
The  note  ia  in  these  terms : 

"The  undersigned,  plenlpetsntiaiy  •' ""^ 
tannic  K^eety  in  on  utnocdiasiy  ■■"  ^^ 
mis^n  to  the  Dniied  BWa of  AvoM^f^^ 
honor  of  aohnowkdgiDg,  with  taoA  mMt''^ 
the  oomnanioatieo   Norimd  tUs  dtj  *«■  ^^ 
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[ArouiT,  leia. 


VcMer,  SocntMr  oT  8uta  at  tbs  UnlUd  ButM, 
M  b*  ii  TM>d7,  OB  behalf  of  ths  United  ButM, 
ind  dul7  anttiMbed,  in  i«Utwa  to  tbe  queatloa  of 
lie  Korth-«iM«m  boondArj  of  tbe  tTuited  Statei,  to 
roceed  to  the  eonaidentioii  of  a  coaveDtiODii 
ine,  DC  line  b^  agreemelit,  oa  such  tenuB  uid  con- 
Etioai,  uid  with  Buch  muttul  conaiderations  and 
qiuTftlenti, aa  might  be  thonght  juitand  equitable- 
lad  in  repiT  to  Xr.  Webster's  iDTiUtloa  to  the 
mderngned  to  fix  Bome  Ume  fbr  their  flrst  confei^ 
Dce  Dpoa  this  (atjeet,  ha  begs  to  propon  to  call 
n  Ur.  Weboter,  at  ths  Department  of  State,  to- 
nomv,  at  IS  e'olook,  for  this  panioM,  riiMdd 
bat  tlBs  be  perfMXir  eooTenleal  to  Ur.  Webster." 

{LtrdAMirUmti^Mr.  WittUr,Jim*n. 
lere  la  acceptance,  quick  and  cordial,  vith  & 
ime  and  place  named  for  the  first  coDftrenM. 
lie  Secretarj-  agrees  to  the  time  and  place 
aentioned  ;  and  Immediatelj  (to  yril :  on  the 
use  aforesaid  17th  daj  of  Jnoe)  writes  back 
[>  tbe  British  minister  as  follows : 


^sis  F^n>AT,  Jimx  IT,  1B49 — berameml 
lid  noted  la  tbe  annals  of  this  oonfederaor.  In 
ifl  Roman  calendar,  it  wonld  have -bad  a 
lace  among  tbetr  unhiokj  darK  Ita  memorj 
'onld  hsTO  been  perpetnated  hj  a  blaok  mcMin- 
imt ;  and  most  appropriate  it  will  be  for  as 
D  mark  all  tlie  new  bonndaries  of  Maine  with 
lack  stones,  and  veil  with  black  the  statoe  of 
he  god  Termimu,  degraded  trtna  tbe  monntain 
rbtch  oTerlooked  Qnabeo,  to  tbe  humble  vaUe; 
rhieh  grows  poUtoee. 

Let  na  mark  tills  black  Friday.  On  that  dar 
question  of  oatioDal  bonndsj^  was  aattledl 
■-and  settled  hj  giving  it  op  I  and  given  up 
efore  the  flrst  oonfereneel  A  oonTentiood 
onndary  was  agreed  to,  in  violation  of  tbe 
enate's  deoMon  in  tbe  ease  of  the  awarded 
ne,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  nceoUator's 
ecorded  principles  on  that  occasion.  The  Kins 
f  the  Tfetherlanda  awarded  a  oonventional 
ne :  it  was  r^eot«d,  becaose  it  was  oonTea- 
ional ;  and  nor  two  conventional  lines — the 
une,  and  soother  fir  worse— are  agreed  npon ; 
od  agreed  Opon  before  Ae  flrst  oonference, 
ad  hy  the  negotiate  who  was  p(rtential  In 
reventing  Frendont  Jaoksoa  from  aooeptlng 
be  flrst.    Tlie  new  boandoriea  thna  agreed  i^ 

0  mnst  be^  and  ongfat  to  be,  repngnant  and 
omlliating  to  the  iunericon  neUng.  But  ha- 
liliation  and  repagnanoe  are  not  all ;  danger 
nd  mischief  foUow  In  the  rear.  Five  hnndred 
liles  of  first-rato  smoggiing  ground  is  added  to 
he  1,500  miles  of  northern  emnnQng  botm- 
OTj  which  we  alreadj  possessed,  Fassama- 
noddjr  Bar  i*  conrertea  Into  a  great  naval 
^ion,  for  the  soonrge  of  oar  ooast  in  time  to 
ome  b;  British  steamers.  Hall&x  and  Qnebeo 
re  nnited,  and  a  new  militarj  frontier  created, 

1  which   Oreat   Britain  exnlts   and   Ualna 

8.  Tbeomiirionto  k««ppn)tooots;  aod  the 


m7steiT  and  donbt  which  hang  over  tbe  orij^ 
and  progreaa  of  tbe  different  proportions,  and 
the  degreea  b^  whioh  tiiev  ripened  into  their 
nltimate  form.  This  neglect^  or  omisMon.  as 
we  have  already  aeen,  was  total  and  invariable. 
It  pervaded  every  part  of  the  negotiation ;  and 
the  correspondence  which  has  be«i  oommnai- 
cated  to  us — incomplete  as  it  is,  in  leaving 
wholly  anmentioned  several  sabjecta  of  tho 
negotiation— has  all  the  «Jr  of  an  after  perform- 
anoe — the  air  of  an  arranged  correspoadence  to 
JoaUfy  forgone  oonolonoiis.  AU  the  mala 
work  seems  to  have  been  done  UU-a-tiU,  with- 
out a  witoeaa  to  hear  it,  or  pen  to  noU  it. 
Never,  ainea  di[domaoy  began,  and  the  art  of 
writlog  was  InvMited,  was  a  negotiation  of  saoh 
mwnen^  ot  of  any  moment,  s6  tracklessly  oon- 
dncted  I  At  the  same  tinw,  the  ocoation  was 
one  which  required  Bm|:de  ndmitea  to  be  taken, 
a  &ithfnl  record  to  be  kq>t,  and  explanations 
of  every  thing  to  be  given.  Bole  negotiator — 
immense  interests — various  qnestions— half  rf 
them  pretermitted,  the  otherssacrificed.  Bare- 
ly such  things  required  protocols — many  pro- 
tocols ;  yet  we  have  not  one ;  and  the  Jastifl- 
oatoiT  Message  drawn  up  for  the  PreMdeut,  and 
signed  by  him  without  a  verification  of  facta, 
ia  rq>let«  with  unfounded  Busge«tionH  and  in- 
sldions  reoommendationa,  only  calculated  to 
impose  on  the  ignorant.  1  preaent  this  omia- 
rion  to  keep  mlnutea  of  the  oonferencea  as  a 
fatal  ol^eotion  to  the  treaty,  and  a  departure 
fh>m  propriety  not  to  be  tolerated.  We  hare 
a  right  to  see  the  prt^{resa  of  a  negotiation,  and 
this  is  the  first  instance  In  which  that  right  has 
been  violated. 

4.  The  assumption  of  the  American  negotiator 
to  act  for  the  British  negotiator,  in  presenting 
the  British  propoution  tot  the  Maine  bouudary 
as  tbe  American  propoaitkin ;  and  the  Qt^asti- 
flaUe  and  nnfoonded  argumente  with  which  he 
iwesaed  that  prmodtim  apon  tbe  Maine  oom- 
missiimets,  nntil  h«  extorted  from  them  a 
reluotant^  ptdnfuL  conditional  acquiescence, 
wbiah  was  unmediately  treated  as  an  absolute 
ccoiaent  This  la  a  most  serious  ol^ection,  and 
requires  to  be  proved  as  soon  as  stated.  So, 
here  is  the  proof: 

"  OnrrLKKKR :  Ton  hare  had  an  eppoHanlty  of 
reading  Lord  Aahbotton'S  note  to  me  of  the  lltfa 
My.  flhieetliat  data,  I  have  had  fUl  and  frequent 
eenflMocea  whh  him  leapeeiing  IfaeEasters  bonn- 
dary,  a»dbaBeveI  nndeistand  what  ia  piacUoable 
to  be  done  oa  that  sahJeet,  ao  lar  as  ha  la  coDoaniad. 
Ia  these  oooferenoes,  he  baa  made  no  poiitiTa  or 
binding  propoaition ;  though,  perhaps.  It  would  be 
more  desinbls,  aadec  preaent  circumaiaiiceB,  that 
Each  propoaitian  should  proceed  Trom  tbe  Uuiled 
Statea.  I  bare  niasoD  to  beliere,  bowever,  that  he 
wonld  agree  to  a  line  of  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  New  Brunawlck,  such  as  Is  described  in  a  paper 
accompanyiDg  this,  (maiked  B.,)  and  idenUfled  by 
my  slgnatnre. 

"The  line  sngnsled,  with  the  eompaasatlone  and 
tqnlTalanU  w^li  have  bean  staled,  la  now  sob- 
ndttedlWjoareoMldwstion.   That  it  Is  all  which 
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might  lure  been  hoped  for,  looldng  to  the  itreiigth 
of  the  Ameriun  claim,  can  bardlj  be  nld.  &it, 
M  &e  Mttlement  of  a  controrenj  of  pieh  daiktkm 
"ir  of  Ugh  importucet  h  cqalvalen~~   ' 


nent  and  delvoald  lead  to  flirdwr  inoonTeMMt 
and  to  ibe  toourring  of  fiutlier  eipenaei;  aod 
no  better  oecuioii,  or  perhapa  anj  other  oocaiioii, 
fiir  settling  the  boaadarf  b7  agreement,  and  on  tbe 
piinciptea  of  equlTalentu,  ii  ever  likely  to  present 
uself,  the  QoTerDineDt  of  the  United  States  hopes 
tiiat  the  conunisalonera  of  the  two  Slates  will  find 
It  to  bo  conaiUent  with  their  datj  to  assent  to  the 
lloe  proposed,  and  to  the  terms  and  oondittons  at- 
londlng  th«  pr^ositfoii. 

"  TIm  Preddant  has  felt  the  deepett  anxiet/  for 
■a  andeable  sottlemeot  of  the  qnettion  in  a  manner 
Iiouorable  to  the  oonatrjr,  and  inch  as  ihoold  pis' 
■arre  the  rights  and  lotorMts  of  the  States  ooDcein- 
•d.  FMm  the  n>oment  of  tlie  annoanoeiMiit  of 
Lord  Ashborton's  mission,  he  has  sedalouslj  en- 
deaTored  to  pursue  a  course  tlie  most  respectTul 
towards  the  States,  and  tlie  moat  usefbl  to  their 
Interests,  as  well  as  the  most  becoming 


character  and  dignitT  of  the  GoTernment. 


ewill 


"  to  a*  j 


Kaine  and  Hassachosetts,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
country.  With  ttiete  sentimoats  on  the  part  of  Um 
Frestdent,  and  with  the  oonTtction  that  no  more 
adTantagrans  amngement  can  be  made,  this  sub- 
ject is  now  refbired  to  tlu  giar-   *-"■- — " ' 

Uie  eommhidonen." — Jfr,   Wtbi 
tomwuniainn,  Aly  16. 

Tbia  extnet  ehows,  in  express  tennB,  that 
the  American  Beoretai7  of  Btate  presented  the 
British  propoettJoii  for  the  Ifalne  l»nndsry ; 
that  he  not  only  presents  It,  bat  brings  both 
the  British  and  American  Governments  to  be&r 
upon  Sfdne,  to  coerce  hei"  sabmiMion.  The 
paper  marked  B,  identified  by  the  Secretary's 
fflpiaturt  is  evidently  from  the  British  lega- 
tion ;  and  h  the  precise  writing,  word  for  word, 
which  now  constttntM  the  first  article  of  the 
b«aty.  The  American  OoTemment  is  made  to 
express  its  desire  for  the  aooeptauoe  of  the 
bonndaiy  designated  in  that  psf>w ;  «n<l  Uien 
a  train  of  the  most  extraordinary  a^ament  is 
addressed  to  Maine,  fn  which  the  Secretary 
evidently  speaks  for  Qreat  Britain.  First,  be 
speaks  of  the  eqaivalenta  which  Uaine  is  to 
leoeive,  and  dedaree  them  to  be  of  midonbted 
value.  What  are  they  t  The  half  of  $800,000 
for  the  two  conventional  lines  and  the  two 
terrltoriid  losses  I  when  Preudeut  Jackson  had 
proposed  a  million  and  a  qoarter  of  dollars  (one 
millioa  of  acres  of  good  land  In  Ifiohigaa)  aa  s 
compensation  to  Mmne  for  one  of  these  lines 
and  one  of  these  losses  only ;  and  thatoSier  had 
been  spnmed  by  the  present  negotiator.  He 
now  odds  110  miles  of  new  bonndary,  and 
672,000  acres  of  new  torritorial  loss ;  radnces 
the  equivalent  from  $1,250,000  to  $160,000, 
and  then  presses  it  npon  U^e  as  an  eqaivalent 
of  nndonbted  value.  And  this  is  all  she  gets ; 
for  the  navigation  of  the  St  John,  dne  to  Hune 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  is  balanced  by  navi- 
gation conferred,  as  well  as  rocdved.  The 
Secretary  then  goes  on  to  threaten  Uaine  wiUi 


— no  other  ocoasion— for  settling  Os  boaltrr 
by  agreement,  and  for  eqiuTaleiiti,ise*w&df 
to  happen ;  be  telLi  her  that  no  KimuimU 
more  advantsgeoas  can  be  mtdt;  ud  tbi 
submits  the  proposition,  as  a  md^  vi6oit  il- 
teration  or  amendment,  to  the  grave  ddibentM 
of  the  commisrionen,  Now,  my  fiid  objeoia 
to  all  this,  b  a  threat  of  war  to  oosice  Huu; 
for  what  else  can  be  nitdecBtood  &on  lUilia 
ohanee  far  aettling  hf  «yrwiHif,aiidfor  ipa- 
almtt,  and  that  no  itlttr  vmtgtmmt  ca  h 
hadi  WhatisUiiabat  nying  to  lUnclU 
if  yon  do  not  ftooept  thu  aetttoat  of  b 
boundary,  it  will  be  settied  witiunrt  sp«toiB( 
and  withoQt  equlvaleuU,  and  In  a  men  dial- 
vantageouB  manner  t — that  is  to  asy,  it  «ill  bt 
settled  by  war,  oad  you  wiH  be  Sofgsi  itt 
submisrion.  This  is  the  plain  import  of  dt 
Secretary's  language ;  and  here  we  ben  lit 
root  and  origin  of  that  Walpde  aj  of  vb- 
that  craven  cry — which  has  been  made  la  » 
sonnd  through  the  land.  The  stm  itM 
whioh  WBB  made  to  Ibunn,  it  made  to  h;  ■< 
like  her  eommisamen,  we  are  deisrtd  le  lib 
the  propoeittoi  into  onr  grave  ddibtntka 
The  next  ob|eotion  I  have  to  this  thnst  )i,iU 
it  ie  false ;  fbr  we  all  know  that  Grcst  Briw 
not  only  agreed  to  better  Urtat  than  thai  k 
UB,  but  tlemanded  them ;  and  made  it  mBis 
of  TemonetrsaoethatwerefDeed  them.  IenA 
of  the  :^ng  of  the  S'etherlands'  swill  lU 
award  was  infinitely  better  for  ni ;  ad  it  vu 
not  only  accepted  by  the  British,  W  faadt^ 
npon ;  and  its  non-execution  on  em  {<n^ 
made  a  eattJect  of  remonstraaoe  and  aa^iM 
against  ns.  After  this,  can  any  (M  hthn 
that  the  "ptace-niimon"  was  sent  oitlDiw 
war  npon  na  if  we  did  not  yield  m  BcarduUi 
as  much  as  she  then  dwnandedt  K^v' 
tiiere  is  no  truth  in  thia  cry  of  war.  ]tB*4 
a  phantom  ooqiored  up  for  the  oocasco.  ^ 
Jaokaon  ai^  Tan  Buren  the  BriM  *<* 
gladly-  have  accepted  the  awarded  hoaeyj 
the  Federalists  prevented  it,  and  even  nM 
a  new  negotiation.  Now,  the  same  FedtnM 
have  yielded  double  as  much,  and  are  tluntnf 
God  that  the  British  condescend  to  vxe^  »■ 
Such  is  Federalism ;  and  the  Britisli  weC  b» 
their  time,  and  their  men,  when  tbej_s«I«™ 
the  present  moment  to  send  th»rqM(iil  w- 
rion;  to  donble  their  demand^  w  U» 
annunents  suocessfbUy,  which  would  ban  ^ 
indignantly  rq>elled  when  a  Jaebce  a*>^ 
Bnroa  WW  at  the  bead  of  the  GoTomsat^ 
rather,  wonld  never  have  been  used  to  «• 
PrendentB.  The  ooadnot  of  onr  SecRttr*- 
lor  is  iDex^oaUe.  He  nijeets  the  sHi 
nse  it  dimiembers  Hrine;  toIn  *{*** 
new  negotiatioM  with  Engtand ;  md  fflioBB* 
himeelf  ready  to  rficulder  a  ransket ««  "^ 
to  the  highlwd  boundary,  and  there  W  » 
death  for  it  This  was  under  J»ok«ni|i»J- 
Istration.  HenowbeoonjeBnegotistorhmwa. 
givea  up  the  highland  boundary  ia  tte  us 
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DOte ;  sivM  up  all  tlmt  was  awarded  b;  the 
King  M  the  NeUtorlanda ;  (pvea  op  110  mtles 
onUtoridsoftitatavard;  gives  vpthemonn- 
Uia  barria  which  covered  Maine,  and  oom- 
minded  the  HaH&z  road  to  Qnebeo;  gives 
tS0D.DOO  for  Bonso'B  Point,  wUoh  the  King  of 
Uie  Netherlands  Mve  tu  for  nothing ;  heoomes 
the  agent  of  tiie  BrltiBh  minister  In  presenting 
the  new  boondarj  to  the  Maine  ocnumiwioners ; 
snd  erowns  all  this  Inexpliooble  conduct  hj 
keeping  no  reocvd  of  his  proceedings,  and  nitng 
tirelts  and  menaces  which  no  English  gentle- 
nun  wottld  have  used,  and  which  were  as  blse 
Id  bet  as  they  were  Insolent  in  nirit.  I  aar 
thlaoondtwt  Is  inexplicable  I  I  shaU  pnblieh 
whst  I  tay,  and  d^  the  Seoretar;  and  his 
friends  to  explain  his  oondnct 

This  is  aomdent  to  prove  m^  assertion  that 
the  American  negotistm  became  the  champion 
of  the  British  Qovemment ;  that  he  offbred  the 
British  proposition  as  the  American  proposi- 
tion ;  that  lie  broQght  both  Qovemments  to 
bear  npon  Maine,  tn  order  to  force  her  to  ac- 
cept It ;  uid  that  he  osed  argnmenta  to  accom- 
pliah  Ml  ^rpoee,  which  were  nnjnstiSable  and 
ontnie.  The  proof  in  his  own  letter  is  snffl- 
cient ;  bnt  the  answer  of  tlie  Uaioe  oommis- 
donen  seals  it ;  and  here  is  that  answer : 

"The  undersigned,  ocnmtlntoneis  of  the  State 
)ri[iii]e  ooUieiabject  oftheNortb-eutep  bons- 
hrj,  hare  the  hoDor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
rnor  note,  addres*ed  to  them  uoder  date  of  the  IGth 
uataat,  with  cuclosuTeB  therein  referred  to.  The 
iropositlon  lint  lubmitted  bj  the  Bpeclal  mlnUter 
if  Great  Britain,  on  the  sobject  of  the  boaadary, 
lavtDg  been  disagreed  to ;  and  the  proposition 
ude  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  vlib  the 
Jaent  of  the  eommiisioQets  of  Halne  and  Haaia- 
hnsette,  having  been  rqected  as  {nadisiBrible, 
oupled  with  an  eipreauon  of  iurpriae  that  it  ahotdd 
4TB  been  made :  and  Lord  AahbaTton,In  the  same 
omnnnJftion,  naving  Intimated  a  jveforeoce  fbr 
onlerene*  radier  than  eortespondence,  and  liav- 
1^  omitted  in  his  note  to  make  anj  new  prop- 
atieo,  except  a  <|naIUled  withdrawal  of  a  part  of 
isformerona;  we  learn  Irom  yoornotetlut  van 
have  had  foil  and  frequent  confetences  with  him 
»pecling  the  north-eastern  bouaduy,'  and  that 
ou  'believe  jou  nnderetand  what  is  practicable  to 
e  done  on  that  subject,  lo  &r  as  he  (Lord  Aeh- 
orton]  la  concerned.  We  aUo  learn  that '  in  these 
inferences  ha  boa  made  no  positive  or  binding 
rapositloa;  tUnking,  perhaps,  It  would  be  more 
esirable,  nodrt'  present  drcoinstaaoea,  that  soeh  a 
roporitloa  should  proceed  from  the  aide  of  the 
mted  Stales;'  but  that  rea  have  reason  to  beOeve 
■at  ha  wonld  agree  to  a  Une  of  t>anndarj  each  as 
deacribed  In  the  paper  accompanying  your  note, 
oujced  B.,)  and,  also,  that  you  entenain  the  eon- 
etioo  '  that  no  more  advantageoua  arrangement 
iQ  ha  made ;'  and,  with  tllis  conviction,  you  refer 
le  Bubjoct  to  the  grave  deliberation  of  the  com- 


it  of  Great  Britain^  and  as  the  ooe  most 
Torable  to  oa  which,  under  any  dreumstances, 
«  latter  Government  would  tither  oAr  or  accept, 


the  ondersigDed  have  not  faBed  to  bestow  upon  it 
the  grave  deliberatioQ  and  oonaideration  which  its 
nature  and  Importance,  and  their  ever  reapontible 


"We    are  now  given  to  understand  that   Uie 

Exeenllva  of  the  Dnited  Statea,  repreeentiog  the 

soveidgoty  of  the  Union,  mmfUs  to  the  proposal, 

and  that  this  depaitment  of  the  Government  at 

for  its  aeoeptanee,  as,  in  its  view, 

[IT  the  general  good. 

The  commisaioDcrs  ofJfmMwhmH*  have  already 


"Oonridecing,  then,  tbla  proposition  as  Involving 
the  anrrendec  of  more  territory  than  the  avowed 
objeots  of  England  raqnire;  as  removing  onr  land* 
nMs  from  the  weltknown  and  irell'defined  bono. 
darjr  of  the  treaty  of  118S,  «n  the  ereatof  the  high- 
lands, be^ea  insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter 
in  Its  thll  extent,  we  feel  bound  to  say,  afUr  the 
most  careful  conmderation,  that  we   cannot  bring 


-   ,     « 

minds  to  the  conviction  that  the  proposal  la 
such  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

"We  ai«  now  called  npon  to  conaider  the  final 
pTOpodtion,  made  by  or  thnmgk  the  Oorernaieat 
of  the  United  States,  for  our  considcntiDn  and 
acceptance.  The  line  Indicated  may  be  ahortly  de- 
fined as  tbe  line  recommended  by  the  King  of  the 
NetheiUnds,  and  an  addition  thereto  of  a  etrip  of 
land  at  the  base  of  the  highlands  roaning  to  the 
aoorce  of  the  south-west  branch  of  the  St.  John. 
The  eiamination  and.  conrideattioa  of  all  other 
lines,  which  might  better  meet  our  views  and  ob- 
jects, have  been  prt^uied  by  the  declaration,  and 
other  plenary  evidence  we  hare,  that  the  line 
specified  In  your  coiamuQication  Is  the  most  sdran- 

Xna  that  can  be  oflered  to  us ;  and  that  qo  one 
■  extent — or  gelding.  In  tkct,  less  to  the  other 
party— can  be  deemed  admissible.  We  are,  there- 
fore, bronght  to  the  tingle  and  simple  contdderatioa 
of  the  question  whether  wo  can,  coniistently  with 
oar  views  of  oar  doty  to  the  State  we  represent 
accept  the  propoaltion  submitted  by  you." — It* 
Maim  wmnuxiMMn  to  Jfr  Webiler,  July  SS. 

S,  The  mixing  np  of  incongmons  matter  in 
the  treaty,  and  presenting  the  wbok  as  a  anit, 
to  be  ratified  in  toto  ander  penalty  of  the  loss 
of  the  whole,  and  war  If  any  part  of  it  was  re- 
jeoted.  This  is  a  serions  otijeotioQ  to  the 
treaty.  Incongmities  are  not  to  be  put  into 
laws,  whether  they  be  the  snpreme  or  the  snb- 
ordinato  law.  The  African  alliance  for  five 
yean,  la  an  inoongmlly  io  a  British  treaty  of 
permanent  bonndories.  The  only  reason  for 
pntUng  this  temporary  convention  into  a  per- 
manent treaty,  b  the  very  reason  which  shonld 
prevent  its  being  pnt  there ;  it  is  to  fetter  the 
senate — to  embarraaB  and  coerce  them — to  make 
one  part  of  the  treaty  carry  another.  I  shall 
move  to  strike  out  this  alliance  article,  as  well 
for  incongruity,  as  for  its  nn  constitutionality, 
inexpe^enoy,  nod  gross  impolicy. 

8.  Tbe  irregolar  manner  in  which  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  treaty  has  been  songht,  by  con- 
sultations with  indivldnal  members,  befbre  it 
was  submitted  to  the  Smote.    Here  I  tread 
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npOQ  d«Ucat«  gronnd ;  sod  if  I  am  wrong,  this 
Ib  tho  dme  and  the  pliioe  to  correct  me.  I 
■peak  in  tlie  hearing  of  tbow  who  must  know 
whether  I  am  mistaken.  I  have  reaton  to  be- 
Kere  that  the  treat7  has  been  privately  inih- 
mltted  to  8eD«tora— their  opbtonB  obtained— 
thejadgment  of  thebodffbrestaQed;  and  then 
sent  here  for  the  forms  of  ratification.  [One 
Senator  sdd  he  had  not  been  consnlted.]  Mr. 
B.  in  continuation :  Oeriiiinlr  not,  as  the  Sen- 
ator says  so  1  end  so  of  any  other  gentleman 
who  wUl  saj  the  same.  I  interrogate  no  on«. 
I  hare  no  rigltt  to  interrogate  any  one.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  saf  that  all  were  oonsnlted ; 
that  woold  have  been  nnnecessarj' ;  and  l>e^dee 
I  know  I  was  not  oonsiilt«d  DtTself;  and  I 
know  manf  oQiers  who  were  not.  All  that  I 
intend  to  sa;  is,  that  I  have  reason  to  tiiink 
that  this  treaty  has  been  ratified  ont  of  doors  I 
and  that  this  is  a  great  irr^nlaritr,  and  be- 
speaks an  undne  eolioitade  for  it  on  the  part  of 
its  anthors,  arising  from  a  consoionsness  of  its 
Indefensible  character. 

7.  ThewBotofinstraotionsfromthePreaident 
to  gaide  this  negotiation.  This  is  a  glaring  ob- 
jection to  the  treaty.  By  the  theory  of  oor 
Qoreniment,  tlie  President  b  the  head  of  the 
Exeentive  Department;,  and  mnst  treat,  throogti 
his  agenta  and  ministers,  with  foreign  powers. 
He  mnst  tell  them  what  to  do,  and  ahwild  tell 
that  in  nnequirocal  langnwe^  tiiat  there  may 
be  no  mistake  abont  it.  Be  mast  command 
and  direct  the  negotiation;  hemnst  orderwhat 
Is  done.  This  is  the  theory  of  onr  Government, 
and  this  hsa  been  its  practice  from  the  berin- 
ning  of  Washington's  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Tan 
Bnren's  administration ;  and  never  was  it  more 
necessary  than  now.  Being  but  one  negotia- 
tor, and  he  not  approved  by  the  Senate  for  that 
porposB,  and  being  tram  an  interested  Btate,  it 
was  the  bonnden  duty  of  the  President  to  hare 
snided  and  directed  every  thing.  He  is  the 
head  of  the  Union,  and  sbonld  have  attended 
to  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  abandons  evMy  thing  to  his  Sec- 
retary, and  this  Secretary  takea  care  of  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  sod  of  his  own  State,  and  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  leave«  the  other  two  sec- 
tions of  the  IJnion  out  of  the  treaty.  The 
Northern  States,  ooterminoas  with  Oanada,  get 
thoir  boundaries  ai^nsted ;  Uassachnsetts  gets 
money,  which  her  sister  States  are  to  pay ;  and 
Great  Britain  takee  two  slices  and  all  her  mili- 
tftiy  frontiers  fkim  the  State  of  U^oe  I  the  S. 
and  W,  Statea  are  left  as  they  were  I — the  nst- 
nral  result  of  a  negotiation  committed,  without 
Inatmotiona,  to  a  rinsle  nwotiator;  and  that 
n^otiator  Uie  taan  who  detuared  he  wonld  not 
Tot«  the  money  for  defence  which  President 
Jaokson  required,  even  if  the  enemy  was  bat- 
tering at  the  doors  of  the  Oapitol  1  and  whose 
subserviency  to  British  interests,  has  so  often 
and  so  deplorably  been  manifested. 

8.  The  fear  of  war.  This  Walpoie  argument 
is  heavily  pressed  upon  ns,  ana  we  are  coQ- 
•tantiy  told  that  the  alternatives  lie  between 


this  trealy — the  whole  of  it,  Jiut  s>  it  ii-ct 
war.  Thu  is  a  degrading  arginiMDt,if  ine; 
andin&moDsifhlae]  andtUseitii:  ndmoR 
tlian  that,  it  is  as  shameless  ss  it  is  unfsmM  I 
What!  the  ptaet  misnon  come  to  Dukewl 
It  is  no  SDch  thing.  It  comes  to  tske  adnutitt 
of  onr  deplorable  condition — to  taks  vtut  it 

E'easee,  and  to  repulse  the  rest  GnatKitdDii 
no  condition  to  go  to  war  with  ni,  nd  trctj 
child  knows  it.  But  I  do  not  limit  njKttlt 
ai^nment,  and  gen«^  con^entiwii,  t6  St- 
prove  this  war  arKumenL  I  refer  toQ«ba 
whiehstompaitwiuiuntnith.  Lo(di:l<]tbtuia 
of  Sir  Chartefl  Yanghan  and  Ur.  BanUind,  de- 
manding tiba  encntion  of  the  award,  ni  dtda- 
ing  that  sb  «wnitJni  womU  rtmett  tmj  «■ 
ftiinutit  to  the  han»»g  nftk*tm  CMmlria 
After  that,  and  wUI«  holding  IhcM  lotbstic 
declarations  in  our  hands,  are  w<  to  be  bU 
that  the  peace  misdm  requires  men  An  Ik 
award  I  requires  one  hundred  and  lu  inBa 
more  of  boundary  t  reqnlrea  1500,000  fin  BMse^ 
Prfnt,  which  the  award  eave  as  withontamql 
requires  a  naval  and  dipitmiBtio  ■UisacK  wm 
she  dared  not  mention  In  the  time  ef  Ads 
orTanBurent  requires  the  (nrrendacl''ri 
aU  "  under  (he  name  of  oriminalsl  nd  ^ 
the  South  and  Veet  at  defiance,  wliikaB(& 
ating  the  non-slftveholding  States  t  lad  pm 
UB  war,  if  we  do  not  consent  to  all  thii  Kp*' 
dation,  insnIt,andoQtr^T  AreTeto**l<H 
this!  No,  air;  nol  lliere  is  no  du^i/ 
war ;  but  this  treaty  will  make  a  ww,  if  it  is 
ratified.  It  gives  op  all  onr  advantagw:  1«™ 
us  with  great  questions  unsettied;  itaws 
the  audacity  of  the  British ;  weakeM  ti  »■ 
grades  us ;  and  leaves  us  no  altonliTt  » 
war  to  save  the  Oolnmbia,  to  prevent  iiii!«» 
mont,  to  resist  search,  to  repel  SchkMT  >i^ 
sions,  and  to  avoid  a  San  Iknningo  ianmO** 
in  the  Sottth,  esdted  from  London,  frMsOw 
da,  and  fhm  Naaaaa. 

g.  I  ocmdnde  this  head  of  geneni  oUcdiM 
with  the  nottee  of  an  erhlHljOTi  oa  t™^ 
preceded  by  private  osd  impreaiversrAdu* 
to  Seoaton  without,  which  the  honor  ofw 
contrivers  would  require  to  be  kept»h«*w? 
attempted  to  place  it — in  the  depthaofew 
lasting  oblivion;  but  which  thehoDMrfiK 
Senate  requires  to  be  exposed  to  brosi  «•;- 
light.  The  Secretary  of  State  hi*  i«^  « 
under  the  most  awful  injunctions  of  wnt^- 
certain  lettera  from  Mr.  Jared  SpaAt,  in  ft-** 
covering  a  oartain  disinterred  nap,  nun* 
with  certain  red  linea,  said  to  be  drawn  bT  Dr 

Franklin  when  minister  in  fiance,  *m  r 
which  the  highhrods  whidi  divide  the  f»«» 
scot  waters  from  the  St  Jrtm  are  Aem  lo» 
the  boandary  between  the  United  S"**",^ 
Great  Britain,  instead  of  the  UgUaiA"*^ 
divide  the  waters  of  the  St  Uwrenw  tpe 
those  oftheAtiantic  Ocean.  Tbecbsi'^" 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  BelaliMu,  ^r^^ 
position,  was  made  the  interpreter  of  tte  w| 
retaryonthlsoocadon.  He  unfolded  ti^'J* 
to  ui,  wiUi  all  tlie  invocattoDs  to  secreej  sm  » 
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deepstch  in  our  work,  whioh  tbe  Seoretarr  li>d 
impetrated  of  bim ;  and,  as  a  reason  for  thit 
despatch  and  eeoncj,  he  read  ns  a  paragraph  in 
Loro  Aahbarhm's  wttei  of  the  11th  ot  Jnlf, 
from  which  it  was  to  be  dreaded  that  his  Lord- 
ship  and  the  Britiah,  if  nut  forestalled  b;'  a 
prompt  ratifloation  of  the  treaty,  might  find 
UDt  our  secret,  refiiM  the  raljflcation  Uiemsel  ves, 
sad  Kiia  on  all  Uuna  down  to  the  Penobscot. 
At  the  moment  that  the  ohunnan  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  making  these 
nrelationa  and  a^jnrations,  struck  b;^  the 
itnuigeneBs  of  the  scene,  I  demanded  of  him 
wbe^cr  these  oommnnications  oame  from  the 
President  I  He  nnHwered,  No;  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  I  then  declared  that  they  wore 
not  covered  bj  the  mles  of  confideatial  inter- 
coorse  between  the  Freudent  aod  Senate,  and 
not  entitled  to  secrecy ;  and  the  lees  so,  because 
the;  had  already  been  shown  to  many  Senators 
out  of  doun.  And,  in  the  same  instant^  I 
treated  the  whole  oommnnioation  as  a  most  un- 
worthy contrivance — a  fraad  upon  tbe  British, 
if  it  was  tme ;  with  a  reqaest  to  tlie  Senate  to 
become  party  to  tlio  fraud:  an  Insidt  to  the 
Senate  if  they  were  false;  andthemoreBO,ifthey 
bad  already  been  shown  to  Lord  AsUburton,  as 
they  seemed  to  have  been :  and,  in  any  event, 
a  disgrace  to  its  contrivers.  At  the  same  in- 
stant, I  showed  the  bnodle  of  old  mapa,  ccd- 
leoted  and  preserved  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  be- 
longing to  the  Congress  Library,  In  wniob  this 
very  Ime  was  l^d  down  in  the  same  red  color, 
whUe  tha  troe  one  was  marked  with  dot^  in  a 
French  map  made  in  Paris,  and  dedicated  and 
presented  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  year  1784. 
All  this  I  did  upon  the  inetaot— in  the  flaih  of 
the  moment — with  the  hot  feeling  of  indigna- 
tion upon  me — and  without  intending  offence  to 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  tbe  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  whose  portion 
had  made  him  the  o^an  of  the  Secretary  on 
this  humiliating  occasion. 

I  db  not  go  into  the  fUI  defence  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  whose  very  ghost  seems  to  have  bem 
madd  to  play  a  port  to  ravish  from  our  astonod- 
ed  senses  the  instant  ratification  ot  tltis  treaty. 
I  do  not  undertake  to  defend  him  from  the  re- 
snlting  implicaUons  of  these  strange  oonmrnni- 
cations ;  and,  to  show  that  his  geography  coold 
not  have  mistaken  tbe  lughlanda  between  tbe 
Penobscot  and  the  St.  John,  fbr  the  highlands 
between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic 
— his  astronomy  could  not  have  mistaken  the 
wuth  ude  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  north-west 
comer  of  that  province — and  that  his  geom»- 
try  could  not  Lave  substituted  a  crookeid  line, 
running  zig-zag  west  from  tbe  head  of  tbe  SL 
Croix,  for  a  straight  line  running  from  tbe  head 
)f  that  river  due  north  to  tbe  intersection  of 
:he  ridge  between  the  Atlantic  and  tbe  St. 
Lawrence.  I  do  not  go  into  this  defence,  nor 
iipoae  the  attempt  to  stultify  Dr.  fHnkliii,  in 
irder  to  screen  onr  present  negotiator  &om  re- 
ipoDsibility  for  his  enormous  sacrifices.  That 
:ask  has  been  assumed  by  the  natural  defender 
Vm-XIV.— M 


of  Dr.  Franklin  oo  this  floor — the  Senator  from 
IGsMSNppi,  who  has  married  his  descendant, 
(Mr.  WALKKB,)'-aiid  who  will  do  jottioa  to  the 
Ulnstrious  dead.  I  limit  myself  to  showing  a 
couple  of  mans — one  of  which  shows  the  same 
line  attributea  to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  red  ooloring, 
and  the  true  one  in  dots ;  the  other  shows  the 
true  boundary  of  the  United  States,  marked  by 
Hr.  Jeflerson.  And,  first,  I  will  explain  how  I 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  these  maps,  tutd 
ohanoed  to  have  them  (m  my  tattle  at  sneh  an 
appropriate  moment. 

The  way  of  it  is  this :  I  made  it  my  bnsineas 
to  go  and  see  Mr.  Jefferson  before  he  died;  and 
in  the  course  of  a  long  winter  evening,  in 
whioh  I  contrived  to  make  him  do  all  the  talk- 
ing, he  sud  to  me  many  things  wltioh  I  have 
endeavored  to  remember,  and  to  act  upon  as 


had  endeavored  to  make  himself  master  rf 
every  thing  that  related  to  the  New  World,  and 
especially  to  onr  own  part  of  it ;  and  tot  that 
purpose  WHS  accustomed  to  spend  his  leisure 
evenings  in  tbe  Itooksellers'  shopa,  searching 
ont  for  every  publicatioa  that  related  to  the 
United  Stales  and  the  two  Americas.  He  told 
me  of  many  rare  books,  and  in  various  lan- 
guages, whioh  he  hsd  oolleoted.  and  of  a  nuas 
of  maps  and  charts  which  he  nad  bound  up ; 
and  that  all  his  ooIleotioD  had  gcme  to  toe 
United  Statea  with  the  tale  of  his  Ubrsry,  and 
were  in  the  library  of  Oongreaa,  I  have  often 
availed  myself  of  this  information  to  traoe 
questions— historical,  political,  geogr^hicol — 
throogh  his  ample  volumes ;  and  had  often 
looked  over  bis  oolleotion  of  muM,  venerable 
for  their  age  and  for  the  hand  tnat  oolleoted 
them.  This  morning,  when  we  looked  onr 
doors  on  this  treaty,  I  sent  a  note  to  onr  Li- 
brarian, with  a  reqneet  to  send  me  tbe  Jefibr- 
son  maps ;  and  waa  actoally  loddng  over  the 
colleotion  at  the  time,  and  tracing  the  well* 
marked  Northern  boundorr  nptxi  it,  at  the  in- 
stant that  the  chairman  of  the  Gommittea  of 
Foreign  Relations  was  revealing  to  ns  the  nn- 
expected  discoveries  of  Mr.  Jared  Sparks.  It 
atnick  me  as  very  strange  that  Mr.  Sparks 
should  have  discovered  in  Paris,  in  1842,  doou- 
inents  of  such  antiquity  and  of  such  moment  in 
relation  to  our  own  country,  and  as  coming 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  when  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was 
contemporary  with  tbe  paper,  the  sncoeesor  of 
Dr.  Fruiklin,  for  to  many  years  in  Paris,  and 
rave  np  so  much  of  his  time  and  thoughts  to 
Utese  researches ;  it  struck  me  as  very  stranve 
that  all  this  should  happen ;  and  I  immediately 
began  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  map  in  my 
hand,  to  see  if  it  was  in  his  coUeotioD.  Imme- 
diately I  fell  upon  the  same  red  line  in  a  map 
made  in  Paris,  in  1784,  and  dedicated  and  pre- 
sented to  Dr.  Franklin,  whieh  map  I  instantly 
showed  to  the  Senate,  and  had  placed  on  the 
Secretary's  table  fbr  the  inspectuKi  of  all  the 
Senators.  Its  title  is  in  these  words : 
"  CarU  del  Satt  Unit  de  TAmiripia,  tuivant 
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k  trata  di  pait  d«  lldi.  Dadiie  et  frkoKie  A 
Sm  Sfetlkaet  Hr.  Bsxiuax  Fraskuk,  mtn- 
ittre  dtt  £tati  Unit  de  I'Amirifut  prii  la  eovr 
d*  AwMtf  ;  aneitn  ^^idaU  d»  la  Omuentiott 
d*  Ptiuiiianit,  et  d»  la  Soetiti  PhilotopKigv* 
d»  PkiiadehMe,  A«.,  <te.  Par  mra  trh  hutnbU 
at  trii  OtUomt  tenittmr,  Latbsb,  1784;  ante 
prioiUgt  du  Boi. — Parii." 

Here  ia  tbe  xaaip  wfaloh  preaenti  the  aanie  line, 
and  In  the  aame  color  with  the  one  wbtch  Ur. 
^arks  has  dieoovered ;  and  with  It  to  the  trne 


Jeffenran'a  time,  as  its  position  now  prorei.  Jt 
was  of  no  weigbt  tit  Uie  determlnatloa  of  the 
boanduT,  as  Hr.  Jeflbnon's  own  map  shows, 
made  also  in  the  year  1784,  (i^Tiog  lu  all  m>  to 
the  north-went  corner  of  Nova  Bcotia,  and  all 
the  conimandiDg  ixlands  which  we  have  ainoe 
loat  by  diploinaoj — Campo-bello,  Grand  Menan, 
Bets-nlano,  and  the  grand  trading  route  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods ;  and  it  was  of  no  weight  in  Hr.  Jeffer- 
aon's  mind  In  any  way,  as  bis  correi<p<»dence 
on  tlie  Tarione  attempts  to  settle  the  North-easb- 
em  bonndary  oonstantly  showed.  But  I  leave 
an  tUa  to  tiie  Beoator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Walxu:,)  who  has  already  done  good  execa- 
Uon  apon  Mr.  Spadn's  revelation.  I  Hmit  my- 
self to  the  prodnctlonof  Uiemsps,  one  of  which 
shows  tjiat  Mr.  Sparks'e  secret  is  no  secret; 
.  and  the  other  of  wnioh  ^owa  ns  the  true  boun- 
daries of  the  United  States  as  settled  by  the 
treaty  of  Id  dependence,  and  before  diplomacy 
bad  mystified  andmntilated  it,  and  which  gives 
ns  the  oommanding  ront«  tbroagh  the  long 
lakes  west  of  Lake  Superior;  die  Bois-blanc 
Island,  which  cammanda  tbe  Detroit  Biver ;  tbe 
talanda  of  Oampo-bello  and  Orand  Henan,  which 
eommand  the  Bay  of  Fnndy;  and  tbe  lofty 
mountain  which  oovered  Mune,  and  command- 
ed Qnebec ;  all  of  which  British  diplomacy  has 
iaken  from  oe, 

I  turn  to  the  device  of  onr  Secretary  nego- 
'tlator,  and  hto  attempt  to  ravish  a  ratification 
from  OS  by  means  of  this  raw  bead  and  bloody 
bonea,  and  hla  attempt  to  impose,  as  a  seciet 
vpon  the  Senate,  what  was  evidently  known  to 
Lord  Aahbnrtou.  Taken  In  any  way,  and  it  is 
a  most  disrepntable  oontrivance.  If  Dr.  Frank- 
lin's pretended  marks  are  the  tnie  lines,  and 
we  have  fonnd  a  piece  of  evidence  which  de- 
fbats  our  olaim  to  one-third  of  Msine,  then 
honor  requires  ns  to  show  it  to  the  British ;  i^ 
on  the  other  hand,  these  marks  are  the  same 
with  those  on  the  map  I  prodnce,  and  are  of 
no  valoe,  then  tbe  Senate  has  been  bam- 
boozled ;  and,  in  eithM'  event,  the  secrecy  de- 
manded of  ns  bss  not  been  required  of  Lord 
Ashbnrton,  who  shows  very  dearly  that  he  has 
■oented  tfa  e  existence  of  Hr.  Sparks's  d  iacoveriea  1 
The  Senator  from  Tl^la,  Oh*-  Hivas,)  ch^r- 
man  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Itelations, 
read  a  paran«ph  Arom  his  Lordship's  letter  of 
the  11th  of  Jnly,  to  show  tbe  danger  we  were 
In  of  lodng  imxe  than  tba  treaty  gvre  (by  the 


British  finding  out  onr  secret)  if  we  iid  sot 
immediately  ratify  it.    I  read  thessoie^fortEw 

EuqKMe  of  showing  that  the  Brhidi  nninAr 
new  onr  secret  before  weknewitegndral 
This  is  his  paragr^b : 

"Hy  lospeoiien  of  these  aaja,  utd  nj  «- 
■mtnation  of  the  documents,  lead  toe  to  t  raj 
stropg  eenvictioa  (hat  A*  faighhndBcaattDpyd 
by  the  negotiaton  of  tbe  treaty  were  tbe  a^j  kifk- 
Unds  then  known  to  then  at  tbe  bead  of  tk  h- 
nobtcot,  KeniMbec,  and  the  riveis  vest  ^  ila  £>. 
Croix  i  and  that  they  did  not  preciMly  kim  l*i 
the  north  line  from  tbe  St  CroUwonld  llnkcl^i 
and,  if  it  were  not  mj  wish  to  ahorleii  tbi>di.<ai!u% 
I  believe  a  very  good  argument  might  be  dnn 
from  the  words  of  the  treatj  in  proof  rf  iMi  t 
tbe  nceotlations  with  Ur.  LiriDgstoD,  uxl  aflrmH 
with  Mr.  HcLane,  this  Tie w  Beemedtoprenil;  nil, 
as  yon  are  aware,  there  weieproposslilontretib 
these  hlzhlanda  to  tbe  west,  where  ilOM  I  btim 
they  wiU  be  found  to  answer  ptrfttUy  the  doof- 
tlou  of  tbe  trtiaty.  If  this  qoenioa  ibodd  a- 
foTtimately  go  (o  a  farther  leDseoee,  I  iIimM  ^ 
no  niMDS  despair  of  finding  some  MuEnuu 
of  tkit  vitm  ef  th»  cow." 

Hwe  we  have  tbe  new-discovered  lioeiW 
owed  forth  for  ns,  altmg  the  heads  ef  tbe  ft- 
nobscot  and  the  Kennebeo,  and  weatrf  tkSL 
Oroiz,  as  marked  in  the  aeeret  map  frns  Fan 
and  the  pnblio  one  ft-om  oor  libnrr.wiilitte 
expreadtm  of  the  opinion  that  it  wiO  SD*ve 
perfectly  tbe  deacrtpti<m  of  the  tres^;  sifl 
the  aignifloant  declaration  that  bii  htiHt 
will  not  it^pair  ^Jlndinff  torn*  mytrwOMrf 
bis  opinion,  if  the  question  goes  to  fxAit  nf- 
erenoe.  I  submit  this  paragraph  is  ttidesM 
that  hii  Lordship  had  a&eady  ftwl  Hr. 
Sparks's  discoveries,  and  placed  as  linlenlM 
npon  tbem  aa  I  do,  and  has  only  fins  itm 
hlnta  to  Bsaist  at  the  ratificatioD  of  tlie  intt. 
After  thia,  what  are  we  to  think  of  tbe  pi* 
exhibitions  of  this  Paris  discovery  to  EetaOT 
before  It  was  given  to  the  Senator  V^i"' 
we  think  of  the  invocations  to  ieotcy  siB 
which  it  waa  conummicated  to  ml  TU 
must  we  think  of  sneh  a  mode  of  mntiiif  f 
on  tlte  Senate  t  And,  above  all,  wbsi  ini3  ^ 
think  of  the  treaty  which,  in  the  ofoniM  d  * 
n^fotiator,  reqniree  a  reaort  to  ssc^  m"'"' 
vancee  to  procure  its  ratification  t 

I  have  flidshed  my  view  of  this  teat^,  (• 
what  it  oontuna,  end  will  not  recswtidiif  «7 
thing.  I  find  the  treaty  otyectionabls  is  ^ 
point  of  view,  for  what  it  conlai»-ft«  '» 
It  omits— for  the  manner  of  matiag  it-^wd  W 
manner  of  seeking  Ita  ratification.  Apfd***' 
bestowed  upon  it.  That  is  a  utatttr  of  e«^ 
with  all  thinga  dtme  by  any  GovenuDMaL  ^ 
to  a^  one  who  knows  the  exertions  mot  v 
tike  British  Government  to  procure  iW  «* 
to  the  award,  it  must  be  known  th*  sA  i 
treaty  as  this  might  have  been  '■■^*5','? 
day  by  mail.  Snob  a  paper  as  that  "s*!™^* 
and  identified  by  the  aignatare  rf  out  «««*■ 
ry,  and  by  him  oomniunicaud  to  tbe  Mils' 
■asionors,— such  a  paper  as  Ihil,  <**■ 
by  mail  to  London,  woold  hare  tad  s 
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responw  bjr  retnm  mail,  accepting  It  in  tote, 
ana  seadinR  na  aa  mnch  monej  into  the  bar- 
gatn,  if  we  Dod  asked  it,  aa  vonld  have  paid  our 
□ew  pnblio  debt  man;  times  over.  The  ciy 
of  war  is  raised,  if  tbe  treaty  is  nut  ratified. 
The  British  were  not  goiiw  to  war,  because  we 
woold  not  give  them  double  as  much  as  tber 
were  anxious  to  reoeive  under  the  award. 
That  mDoh  thef  intended  to  have,  if  it  could 
be  got :  and  for  that  thej  intended  to  btdljr 
up  to  the  point  of  holding  the  lighted  match 
over  the  loaded  and  primed  cannon.  Whether 
thej  tounhed  tbe  match  would  depend  npon 
our  connteaance— the  war  countcQance  of  our 
Govemment.  This  I  alwavs  told  tbe  Senator 
from  U&ine,  [lookiag  at  Mr.  Williaub.]  I 
made  no  speeches  when  such  brave  ones  were 
uttered  on  this  floor ;  but  I  conBtantlv  told 
him  that  Vaine  was  in  danger!  and  if  any 
thing  saved  her,  it  would  be  the 


[Ana 


of  the  American  Government.  [Mr. 
WituAMB  nodded  SBsent]  Unhappily,  they 
have  found  a  time  when  onr  Government  has 
no  war  countenance  to  show !  when  a  peace 
embassy  has  been  raffldent  to  frighten  onr  ad- 
ministration ont  of  doable  as  much  as  the  Bril- 
iah  asked  in  Jackson's  and  Van  Buren's  timel 
The  refasal  to  make  tbSs  treaty  would  have 
bronght  no  war :  its  ratification  will  bring  war 
in  the  run  of  time.  There  arc  nnsettled  sub- 
jects, which  cannot  be  settled  with  honor  or 
safety  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 
Contempt  is  now  onr  portion  from  the  British, 
Her  present  success  will  increase  ber  audacity. 
Tbe  Oolumbla  wilt  be  now  considered  hers; 
impressment  will  be  revived  when  it  suilB  her ; 
liberation  of  hIsvm  in  Canada  and  the  West  In- 
dies will  go  on;  the  afftir  of  Sohlosser  will  be 
repeated  as  often  aa  it  pleases  the  oolonlal  an- 
thorities.  The  four  deferred  subjects  are  now 
incapable  of  being  settled,  except  on  terms  to 
which  war — tbe  most  exasperated  war  will  be 
preferable.  I  look  upon  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty  as  a  calamity  to  the  country :  still  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  embatrassment  of  Sena- 
tors who  yield  it  a  reluctant  assent.  They  ex- 
pect nothing  better.  After  the  manner  in 
which  onr  claim  has  been  weakened,  and  the 
British  strengthened,  by  the  conduct  of  onr 
Secretary — by  bis  surrender  of  110  miles  on  tills 
Bide  the  awarded  line— by  bis  $600,000  for 
fioQse's  Point ;  and,  aboTe  all,  by  his  arraying 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Franklin  against  as,  to  the 
whole  eitent  of  the  British  claim  down  to  the 
Penobscot ; — after  this,  they  expect  nothing 
better  than  we  have  got,  and  are  ready  to  close 
a  bad  bargidn  for  fear  it  becomes  wnrse.  They 
yield  reluctantly ;  and  every  patriot  bi»om  in 
U^ne  and  Massachusetts  most  now  repent  the 
rejection  of  the  award,  and  hold  the  man  to 
accoant  who,  rctjecting  it,  has  made  a  treaty  so 

I  proceed  to  the  omitted  Enhjects ;  and  here 
the  objections  to  the  treaty  are  fully  as  great 
Ibr  what  it  oraita  as  for  what  it  contains.  The 
special  mission  came  gloriously  lienUed  aa  a 


mUon  of  peace— to  settle  every  thing ;  and  to 
give  a  new  point  of  departure  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  two  great  coontries  in  the  walks  of  so- 
cial, oommeroial,  and  political  intercourse.  It 
has  only  settled  part ;  leaving  four  subjects  out 
of  seven  to  be  pnrBued  at  London,  with  vasUy 
diminished  prospects  of  success;  and  producing 
all  the  effect  of  a  separate  treaty  with  a  part  erf 
the  confederacy,  and  that  at  the  moment  when 
British  te^latioQ  bad  given  a  separate  trade, 
and  virtually  a  free  trade,  to  this  same  part,  in 
the  great  staples  of  grain  and  provirions.  The 
mission  of  peace  has  given  a  separate  poaoe  to 
the  Northern  States:  the  new  com  law  has 
given  them  a  separate  trade ;  and  the  Ameri* 
can  citizen  is  very  differently  constituted  from 
what  I  am,  who  can  believe  these  coincidences 
to  be  the  effect  of  accident,  or  a  cause  for  Joy 
in  tbe  American  Union. 

Tlie  omitted  or  pretermitted  subjects  are  four : 
the  ColnmbiaBiver — impressment — tiie  outrage 
on  the  Caroline — and  the  liberation  of  Ameri' 
can  slaves,  carried  by  violence  or  misfortune 
into  the  British  West  India  tsloads,  or  enticed 
into  Oanoda.  Of  these,  I  b^n  with  the  Oo 
lumbia,  because  equal  in  importance  to  any,  and, 
from  porition,  more  particularly  demanding  my 
attention. 

[Here  Hr.  B.  went  Into  on  extended  e lamination 
of  our  title  to  tbe  Columbia.] 

Impressment  is  another  of  the  omitted  sub- 
jects. This  having  been  a  cause  of  war  ta 
1612,  and  being  now  declared,  by  the  American 
negotiator,  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  future 
wars,  it  would  naturally,  to  my  mind,  have 
been  included  in  tbe  labors  of  a  special  miseton, 
dedicated  to  peace^and  extolled  for  its  benevo- 
lent conception.  We  wonid  have  eipect«d  to 
find  such  a  sul^ect,  after  such  a  declaration,  in* 
eluded  in  the  labors  of  snch  a  mission.  Sot  so 
tbe  foot.  The  treaty  does  not  mention  imprees- 
ment.  A  brief  parograpb  in  tbe  President's 
Message  informs  us  that  tnere  was  a  correspond- 
ence npon  this  point ;  and,  on  turniuR  to  tfaii 
correspondence,  we  actually  find  two  letters  on 
the  subject:  one  from  Mr.  Webster  to  Lord 
Ashborton — one  firom  Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr. 
Webster :  both  showing,  from  their  dates,  that 
they  were  written  after  the  treaty  was  signed ; 
and,  from  their  character,  that  they  were  writ- 
ten for  the  public,  and  not  for  the  nw>tiators. 
The  treaty  was  ri^ed  on  tbe  Stb  of  August  ; 
tbe  letters  were  written  on  the  8th  and  9tb  of 
the  same  month.  They  are  a  pteo,  and  a  re- 
ply ;  and  tbey  leave  the  subject  precisely  where 
tfaej  found  it.  From  their  date  and  character, 
they  seem  to  be  what  the  lawyers  call  the 
pottea — that  is  to  say,  the  afterwards;  and  ore 
very  properly  postp<wied  to  the  end  of  the  doc- 
ument contmnlng  the  corre^tondence,  where 
they  find  place  on  the  ISOth  page.  They  look 
expMt  facto  there ;  and,  puttmg  ail  things  to- 
(^ether,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  American  nego- 
tiator had  stud  to  the  British  lord,  (after  the 
uegotiatioD  wai  orer:)  Hj  Lord,  bwe  is  im- 
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pressment—s  prattj  entfjeot  for  a  coinpositioii ; 
the  people  wlQ  Iqtb  to  re&d  something  &bout 
it;  eo  let  na  compoM.  To  which,  it  woold 
seem,  his  Lordabip  hod  answered ;  Yon  maj 
cumpose  as  mach  as  jon  please  for  jow  peo- 
ple ;  I  leave  tliat  field  to  joq  ;  and  wbei)  yon 
are  dooe,  I  will  write  three  lines  for  mj  own 
Oovemment,  to  let  it  know  that  I  stick  to  im- 
pressmeot.  Id  about  tiiis  mamier,  it  would 
seem  to  me  tliot  the  two  letters  were  ^ot  np ; 
and  that  the  American  negotiator  in  this  little 
bnaiiieas  has  committed  a  conple  of  the  largest 
fonlta :  first,  in  naming  the  snoject  of  impreas- 
tnent  at  all!  neit,  in  ever  signitig  a  treaty, 
after  having  named  it,  without  an  nnqnolified 
renonoiatioQ  of  the  pretension  I 

Bir,  the  same  tlung  ia  not  alwajs  equally 
proper.  Time  and  circnmstances  qnalify  the 
proprieties  of  intematiann],  as  well  as  of  indi- 
Tidnal  intercourse ;  and  what  was  proper  and 
oommendable  at  one  time,  may  )>ecome  Im- 
proper, reprehensible,  and  derogatory  at  an- 
other. "When  G«orge  the  Third,  in  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  his  first  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
at  the  end  of  a  seven  jtmra'  war,  aoknowlodged 
them  to  bo  &ee,  sovereign,  and  independent 
States,  and  renonnced  all  dominion  over  them, 
this  was  a  prond  and  glorious  consummation 
for  BSj  and  tlie  crowning  meroy  of  a  -victorious 
rebellion.  The  same  acknowledgment  and  re- 
nunciation from  Queen  Victoria,  at  present, 
would  be  an  insolt  for  her  to  offer — a  dezradn- 
tiun  for  us  to  accept.  80  of  tliis  qnesttou  of 
impressment.  It  was  right  tn  all  the  adminis- 
trotjons  previous  to  the  late  war,  to  negotiate 
for  its  renunclntioa.  But  after  having  gone  to 
war  for  tliia  cause ;  after  having  suppremed  the 
practioe  by  war ;  afl«r  near  tiirty  years'  ex- 
emption from  it ;— after  all  this,  for  our  nego- 
tiator to  put  the  qnestion  in  discussion,  was  to 
oom^romise  onr  rights  I  To  Aga  a  treaty  with- 
out its  renunciation,  sfler  having  proposed  to 
treat  aljoat  it,  was  to  relinquish  Uiem  I  Onr 
oegotiator  shonld  not  have  mentioned  the  snb- 
jeot.  If  mentioned  to  him  by  the  British  ne- 
gotiator, he  shonld  have  repUed,  that  the  an- 
•wer  to  that  pretension  was  in  the  cannon's 
mouth  t 

[Several  Senators  ezdumed,  Yes  I  in  the 
cannon's  mouth  I] 

Bnt  to  Dame  it  himself,  and  then  sign  with- 
ont  renunciation,  and  to  b«  Invited  to  London 
to  treat  aboat  it ; — to  do  this,  was  to  descend 
from  onr  position ;  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
late  war ;  to  revive  the  question  ;  to  invite  the 
renewal  of  the  practice,  by  admitting  it  to  be 
on  unsettled  question— and  to  degrade  the  pres- 
ent generation,  by  admi  tting  that  they  would  ne- 
gotiate where  their  ancestors  hod  fonght.  These 
are  fair  ioferenoes;  and  inferences  not  connter- 
aoted  by  the  eaphonious  declaration  that  the 
American  Government  is  "prepared  to  say"' 
tliat  tlie  practice  of  impressment  cannot,  here- 
after, be  allowed  to  take  place  I — as  i^  after 
great  study,  we  had  jnst  arrived  at  that  con- 
olnaion !  and  as  if  we  had  not  declared  maoh 


more  comBgeoody  in  the  case  of  the  Viise 
boundary,  t£e  ScUosser  mcssaerej  and  ttig  (V 
ole  mutiny  and  murder  I  TheBntiidi,iftatlie 
experience  they  have  had,  win  know  hgi  to 
valne  onr  courageons  declaration,  and  mmtM; 
due  respect  to  our  flag  I  For  one,  I  neret  Wui 
these  declarations,  and  never  made  a  tDecclL  ii 
favor  of  any  one  of  them ;  and  now  I  Lie  thsg 
less  than  ever,  and  am  prepared  te  tnt  bo  te- 
ther Aith  in  the  dedarations  of  genUemeE  id« 
were  for  going  to  war  for  the  smiDeit  [oit  ti 
the  Uiune  boundary  in  1836,  and  now  iciTa- 
der  800  mllea  of  that  bonndary  for  f^  of  ni, 
when  there  is  no  danger  of  war.    I  im  pn- 

Eared  to  say  that  I  care  not  a  strsv  for  tbe 
eroio  declarations  of  such  gentlemen.  Ivnt 
actions,  not  phrases.  I  want  Mr.  Jeffom^ 
act  in  1809 — r^ection  of  any  treaty  wifli  Gmt 
Brit^  that  does  not  renonnce  itapresmsll 
And,  after  having  declared  hj  law,  black  i» 
presament  on  the  coast  of  Afnca  to  b«  pncj; 
after  stipulating  to  send  a  fleet  tiiere,  to  tmlav 
our  law  against  that  improasment ;— atbtt  As, 
I  am  ready  to  do  the  same  thing  igsioat  rinit 
impresoment  on  onr  owa  coa^  aad  i»  Ik 
high  seas.  I  am  ready  to  enact  that  tk  in- 
preasment  of  my  white  fBllow-oitizens  ont  dm 
American  ship  is  an  act  of  piracy ;  and  tLeit  to 
follow  out  that  enactment  In  its  every  woe- 

The  case  of  the  Creole,  as  it  is  called,  s  a- 
other  of  the  omitted  su^ects.  It  is  oiljm 
of  a  number  of  cases  (differing  in  degnc,  M 
the  same  in  character)  which  have  wntiii 
within  a  few  years,  and  are  becomiif  sft 
frequent  and  violent  It  ia  the  case  of  iwn- 
can  vessels,  having  American  slaves  on  buri, 
and  pnraning  a  lawfnl  voyage,  and  being  M^ 
by  storms  or  carried  by  violence  into  ft  BriBi 
port,  and  their  slaves  1Iberat«d  by  Britidi  li"- 
Thia  is  the  natnre  of  the  wrong.  It  iift^ 
eral  ontrage,  liable  to  occnr  in  any  pane/  ^ 
British  dommions,  but  happens  most  osaiSjit 
the  British  West  India  islands,  wbidi  Um  "« 
[>aseage  ronnd  the  Florida  reefein  a  voyigt' be- 
tween New  Orieana  and  tbe  Atlantic  porti,  1 
do  not  speak  of  the  12,000  sIave«(»oKh,B' 
moderate  oompulation,  conmderin^  tbej  n^ 
be  all  grown,  and  in  youth  or  nuddlt  ik, ' 
least  $6,000,000)  enticed  into  Canada,  sad  r» 
oeived  with  the  honors  and  advantigetdae^ 
the  first  okss  of  emiKranta.  I  do  not  qit^ 
these,  nor  of  the  liberation  of  slaves  csnM 
Tolnntarily  by  their  owners  into  Britiih  port*- 
the  man  who  exposes  his  property  •IMj  w 
the  operation  of  a  known  law,  shonld  abide  IK 
consequences  to  which  he  has  salgected  ILj 
confine  myself  to  cases  of  die  class  ra*oli(*>' 
— snch  OS  the  Encomium,  the  Comet,  the  a- 
terprise,  the  Creole,  aai  the  Hermosi— o«« 
in  which  wreck,  tempest,  violence,  niatiaj','* 
murder,  were  the  means  of  carrying  tit "» 
into  the  interdicted  port,  and  in  whidi  «* 
alave  property,  after  being  saved  to  the  o^st^^ 
from  revolt  and  tempest,  became  tbe  jW 
and  tbe  prey  of  British  law.    It  is  of  ract «« 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DEBATES  OE  COHeSESS. 


[i.« 


that  I  oomplain,  and  of  which  I  bbj  that  they 
funtisb  DO  Bubject  for  the  operation  of  ii^uriooa 
tavB,  and  that  each  of  these  vessels  Bhoiild  have 
beea  received  with  the  hospitality  due  to  mia- 
fortnne,  and  ftllowod  to  depart  with  all  coaveu- 
iect  despatch,  and  with  all  her  contents  of 
persons  and  property.  Thia  ia  the  law  of  na- 
tions; it  ia  what  the  civilization  of  the  age  re- 
quires. And  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated  in  tfua 
nineteenth  eeuttit7  that  an  Anerioan  citizen, 
pusing  from  one  port  to  another  of  his  own 
oiQot^,  with  property  protected  by  the  laws 
of  bis  country,  should  encoonter  the  perils  of 
an  nnfortimate  navigator  in  the  dork  ages,  sbi^ 
KTC<J[ed  on  a  mde  and  barbaroos  coast.  This 
is  not  to  be  tolerat«d  in  this  age,  and  by  such  a 
power  as  the  United  States,  and  after  sending  a 
fleet  to  Africa  to  proUct  the  negroes.  Justice, 
lite  charity,  should  begin  at  home ;  end  pro- 
lection  Bhooid  be  given  where  allesiance  is  ex- 
acted. We  cannot  tolerate  the  »>oil  and  pillage 
of  onr  own  citizens,  within  sight  of  oar  own 
eoa^  after  sending  4,000  miles  to  redress  the 
wrongs  of  the  black  race.  Bnt  if  this  treaty  is 
ratifiM,  it  seems  that  we  shall  have  to  endiire 
it,  or  seek  redress  by  other  means  than  negoti- 
aeon.  The  previons  cases  were  at  least  ameli- 
orated by  conipensatioa  to  their  owners  for  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves ;  but  in  the  more  recent 
sod  most  fttrodoos  case  of  the  Creole,  there  is  no 
indemnity  of  any  kind— neither  compensation  to 
the  owaera,  whose  property  has  been  taken ; 
nor  apology  to  the  Government,  whose  flag  has 
been  insnlted ;  nor  security  for  the  fature,  by 
giving  up  the  practice.  A  treaty  is  signed 
without  a  stipolatlon  of  any  kind  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  those  who  made  it,  and  of  the  President, 
who  sends  it  to  us.  A  correepondenoe  has  been 
had;  the  negotiators  have  exchanged  diplo- 
mstio  notes  on  the  sabject ;  and  these  notea  are 
expected  to  be  as  sati^aotory  to  the  oountryas 
to  those  who  now  have  the  rule  of  it.  The 
Preddent,  in  his  Uessage,  says : 


bope  is  entert^Dsd  that  the  correapondence  wbieb 
h*g  uken  plaee,  ihowine  the  giouiid 
ihii  Govemmciit,  and  the  enngemei 

0  by  tba  Biidah  tnlniMer,  wiU  be  foond  rach 


_  Thia  ia  a  short  paragraph  for  so  lar^  a  sub- 
ject ;  bat  it  is  all  the  Uesaage  oontains.  But 
let  OS  see  what  it  amonnts  to,  and  what  it  ia 
that  la  expected  to  satisfy  the  Just  expectations 
of  the  conntry.  It  is  the  grounds  taken  in  the 
correspondence,  and  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  British  miniater,  which  are  to  work 
out  tbta  agreeable  efi'eot.  Now,  let  us  see  what 
these  grounds  and  these  engagements  are. 

The  ground!  for  the  pnbUo  satis&ction  are  in 
the  Secretary's  letters ;  the  engagement  is  in 
l^rd  Ashtrarton's  letter;  and  i^t  do  they 
amount  tot    On  the  part  of  tiie  Becretory,  I 


am  free  to  say  that  he  has  laid  down  the  law 
of  nations  correctly;  that  he  has  well  stated 
the  principles  of  public  law  which  save  from 
hazard)  or  loss,  or  penalty  of  any  kind,  the  ves- 
Bcl  engaged  in  a  lawfol  trade,  and  driven  or 
carried  against  her  will  into  a  prohibited  port. 
He  has  well  shown  that,  under  each  circum- 
stances, no  advantage  is  to  be  taken  of  tlio  dis- 
tressed vessel ;  that  she  is  to  be  received  with 
the  hospitality  due  to  misfortune,  and  allowed  to 
depart,  after  receiving  the  succors  of  hamonity, 
with  all  her  contonts  of  persons  and  things. 
All  this  is  well  laid  down  by  our  Secretary. 
Thus  far  his  grounds  ore  solid.  Bub,  alas,  this 
is  all  talk  I  and  the  very  next  paragraph,  aftw 
a  handsome  vindication  of  onr  rights  under  the 
law  of  nations,  is  to  abandon  them  1  I  refer  to 
the  paragraph  commencing:  "If  your  Lord- 
ship has  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  stipulation 
by  treaty  for  the  prevention  of  such  occurrencea 
hereafter,"  &o.  This  whole  paragraph  is  fatal 
to  the  Secretary's  grounds,  and  pregnant  with 
strange  and  ominous  meanings,  la  the  drst 
place,  it  is  an  admission,  in  the  very  first  line, 
that  no  treaty  stipulation  to  prevent  future  oc- 
currences of  the  same  kind  can  bo  obtained 
here  1  that  the  spedal  mission,  which  came  to 
settle  every  tbmg,  and  to  establish  peace,  will 
not  settle  this  thing;  which  the  Secretary,  i 


igooon- 

tradictioD,  and  most  easily  got  over  by  our 
Secretary.  In  default  of  a  treaty  stipnuition, 
(which  he  takes  for  granted,  and  evidently 
makes  no  effort  to  obtain,)  he  goes  now  to  soli- 
dt  a  personal  engagement  from  his  Lorddiip ; 
and  an  engagement  of  what!  That  the  law  of 
nations  shall  be  observed  t  No  I  bat  that  in- 
structions shsU  be  given  to  the  British  local 
authorities  in  the  islands,  which  ahaU  lead 
them  to  regulate  their  conduct  in  conformity 
with  tlie  ri^ts  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  just  expectations  of  thdr  Government 
and  in  snoh  manner  as  shall,  in  Mure,  take, 
away  all  reasonable  ground  of  oomplainL  This 
is  the  extent  of  the  engagement  which  was  so 
solicited,  and  which  was  to  supply  the  place  of 
a  treaty  stipolatioa  I  If  the  engagement  had 
been  given  in  the  words  propose^  it  would  not 
have  been  worth  a  straw.  Bat  it  is  not  ^ven 
in  those  words,  bat  with  glaring  and  killing 
additions  and  differences.  H!a  Lordsliip  fol- 
lows the  commencement  of  the  formula  with 
sufficient  accuracy ;  but,  lest  any  possible  con- 
sequence might  be  derived  from  it,  he  takes 
care  to  add,  that  when  these  slaves  do  reach 
them,  "  DO  matter  by  what  means,"  there  is  no 
alternative!  Hospitality,  good  wishes,  friend- 
ly feeling,  the  duties  of  ^[ood  nughborhood — 
all  give  way  I  The  British  law  governs  t  and 
that  law  is  too  well  known  to  I'eqniro  repcii- 
tiou.  ,  This  ia  the  sum  and  substance  of  Loz-d 
Asbburton's  qualiBoations  of  the  engagement ; 
and  they  show  him  to  be  a  man  of  honor,  that 
would  not  leave  the  Secretary  negotiator  the 
slightest  room  t<a  niiing  t  doubt  as  to  !lie  na- 
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tore  of  the  inatractlons  wfaich  he  engaged  to 
have  given.  These  instmodona  go  omy  to  the 
mode  of  exeontiiig  the  law.  Hie  Lordship  en- 
gages odIj  for  the  civilitj  and  gentleness  vf  the 
manner — the  taatiter  in  mode — while  the  firm 
execation  of  the  law  itself— the /orf iter  in  re — 
remains  as  it  was.  The  engagement  is  agunst 
offlcionsness — inqnisitivenesa — io  finding  ont 
tlie  arrival  of  the  slaves ;  but,  after  it  ia  foond 
out,  the  law  takes  its  course.  This  is  the  ex- 
tent of  this  famons  engagement — a  promise  to 
get  the  local  authorities  iustracted  to  perform 
the  operation  of  liberatioa,  politely,  hnt  still  to 
liberat«. 

I  take  the  case  ftaelf,  from  the  aooonnt  of  it 
given  in  Januarj  lest  hj  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  ODT  minister  in  London,  instmotinE  him  to 
demand  satiBfection  for  that  oatrage  from  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  This  ia  his  stata- 
ment,  and  part  of  his  instractioos  to  Ur.  Ev- 
erett: 

"  The  Creole  was  paaring  from  one  port  of  the 
United  States  to  another,  in  ■  vofage  perfectlr 
lawful,  with  merchandise  on  board,  and  alsa  with 
■laves,  or  persons  bound  to  service,  natives  of 
America,  and  belonging  to  American  citlieni,  and 
which  are  recognized  as  properlj  bj  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  FItates  In  those  States  in  which 
slavery  exists.  In  the  course  of  the  rojege,  some 
of  tbe  slaves  rose  npon  tbe  master  and  crew,  aub- 
doed  them,  murdered  one  man,  and  esused  the 
veaKl  to  be  carried  Into  NaseaiL  The  Tcrael  was 
thus  taken  to  a  British  port — not  voluntarily,  by 
those  who  had  the  lawful  antborhy  ovet  ber;  bat 
forcibly  and  violently,  ag^nst  the  master'a  wQl,  and 
with  the  consent  of  nolrody  bat  the  mptlneers  and 
murderers ;  for  there  is  no  eridenoe  tbat  these 
outnces  were  committed  with  tbe  concurrence  of 
any  of  the  slaves,  eicept  those  actually  engaged  in 
them.  Under  tbese  circumstances.  It  would  seem 
to  have  been  tbe  plain  and  obvioas  duty  of  the 
authorides  at  Nassau,  the  port  of  a  friendly  power, 
to  assist  the  Anericaa  consol  in  putting  on  end  to 
the  captivity  of  the  master  and  crew,  restoring  to 
them  the  control  of  the  vessel,  and  coabtlng  them 
to  resume  Iheir  voysge,  snd  to  take  the  matineers 
and  maiderers  to  their  own  country  to  answer  for 
th^  eiimes  before  the  proper  tribunal  One  can- 
not conceive  bow  any  other  course  could  justly  be 
adopted,  or  bow  tlia  duties  imposed  by  that  part 
of  the  code  refpilating  tbo  intercourse  of  friendly 
States,  which  la  generally  called  the  comity  of 
nations,  could  otherwise  be  fclflllcd.  Here  was  no 
violation  of  British  law  attempted  or  bitended  on 
tbe  part  of  the  master  of  tbe  Creole,  nor  any  in- 
fringement of  tbe  principles  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  vewel  was  lawfully  engaged  la  pas^g  fKim 
port  to  port  in  tbe  United  States.  By  violence  and 
erime  she  was  canied,  against  tbe  master's  will,  oat 
of  her  conrBe,and  Into  tbe  port  of  a  Mendty  power. 
All  waa  Iba  reault  of  force.  Certainly,  ordmary 
eomity  and  hospitality  entitled  bim  to  snch  as- 
■iatance  from  the  authorities  of  the  plaoe  as  should 
enable  bim  to  resume  and  prosecute  his  voyage,  and 
bring  ibe  offenders  to  justice.  Bnt,  Instead  of  this, 
if  the  facts  be  is  represented  in  these  papers,  not 
only  did  the  authorities  give  no  aid  for  any  such 
purpose,  but  they  did  actually  Interfere  to  set 
bee  the  slaves,  and  to  eoabla  them  to  dlspeiae 


thems«lT«s  beyond  the  reach  of  the  nuta  of  ibt 
vessel  or  tbeir  owneia.  A  wooeedini  Eke  Uu 
cannot  but  cause  deep  feeling  in  Um  Cuud 
SUtea. 

"It  has  been  my  purpose  to  write  JM  ttlmtA 
upon  tbia  aat^eet,  in  order  tbat  roa  n^l  bj  b^ 
fore  the  Govenunent  of  her  Ifijestj,  faHf,  isi 
witboot  reserve,  the  views  enteTtsined  open  it  ti 
tbat  of  the  United  States,  and  the  groondi  mivlnd 
those  views  ore  taken.  Bat  tbe  early  retom  of  it 
packet  precludes  the  opportunity  of  going  Agt  into 
tbe  case  in  this  despatch ;  and  as  I«rd  AAbnw 
may  shortly  be  expected  here,  it  msy  btbMtsM 
enter  Inlly  into  it  with  liim,  if  his  poaen  iii  k 
broad  enoush  to  embrace  it.  Swse  kaoide^ri 
tbe  case  wiU  lisve  reached  Enriand  beSm  Im  le- 
parture ;  and  very  protwbly  nis  GovetiuDeH  aq 
have  given  him  instrnctiona.  Bnt  1  reqwtt,  ana- 
tbelesa,  that  you  loee  no  time  in  cailiog  Lorilbo- 
deea's  attention  to  it  in  a  general  muuut,  id 
giviuK  bim  a  narrative  of  the  trantaetion,  nicb  ■ 
mav  be  framed  fyom  the  papers  now  conamiiititj; 
with  a  distinct  declaration,  that  if  tbe  &cli  tnt  id 
as  stated,  tins  Government  trunks  it  a  eirar  wtrr 
indemniSeatfoD. 


which  you  may  deem  most  expedient,  the  nMna 
of  this  despatob  ;  and  you  wiQ  receh*  A«ka  a- 
Btructions  respecting  the  case  of  tbe  Creole,  niw 
it  shall  become  the  subject  of  di  '*""' 


"In  oil  your  communications  with  tiff  Xijs?^ 
Qovemmtnt,  yon  will  seek  to  impress  ttwiliiU 
conviction  or  tbe  dangerous  importance  tt  it 
peace  of  tbe  two  countries  of  occarrencef  cf  Hi 
klnd^  and  the  delicate  natnre  of  the  qMriw* 
which  tbey  give  rise." 

This  was  the  case  of  the  Crede,  nl  it  is 
well  and  clearly  stated.  Onr  Secirtgjinto 
weU,  bat  performs  badly.  He  has  wtfl  EtCn 
this  case,  and  dnly  snpported  it  by  u  irgW' 
against  me  legality  of  the  conduct  ttf  tbe!'*' 
san  authorities,  in  favor  of  the  jnit  tilie  e^  ^ 
injured  owners  to  iademDification,  sod  li»» 
ceesityfor  a  treaty  itlpnUtion  topienntBt 
recnrrenoe  of  eaeee  ao  dacgerons  to  tb(p«« 
of  the  two  ooimtries.  Mr.  Ev»ettwMdi"* 
ed  to  preM  the  case  in  London :  tbe  StatW. 
midertook  to  do  it  here,  if  Lord  AdilwJ* 
brought  the  proper  powera  with  hha  W 
powers  were  not  brought ;  nor  have  tier  Isj 
sent,  or  even  sent  for  I  Nothing  in  tbe  »f  n 
the  Creole  has  been  done  in  London ;  uotUH 
here;  and  now  we  are  to  ratif^a  trtatrM 
which  the  whole  case  has  heen  eKhdrf. « 
to  bo  content  with  ft  oorrespondewe  ™^ 
cont^na  a  promise  for  an  engagement  ''•^^ 
a  derision  of  onr  complaints,  five  ««*  ^ 
those  of  tbe  Creole,  differing  only  in  ^Vf* 
atrocity,  have  ooooired.  In  tJte  two  fi'^*j 
waa  peooniMjr  oompeoMtion  to  the  iqF" 
ownws;  in  ncme of  them  hM  tbec* Uea  14a 
ration  tothelnonltadaagof  tbaDutdSH*' 
and  in  the  thiM  latter,  then  has  not  «*aH" 
a  snggeation  of  indemniftdng  tbe  ««« 
Great  Britain  U  evidently  •*w"^j*S 
groond  00  tbe  nhject  of  slavery;  ladiW"' 
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puiiDer  in  which  we  lutve  becat  coerced  into  a 
Aral  and  difdotuBtio  alliance  agtimt  elave- 
akerB,  end  after  the  tinlntnple  treatj  has  been 
hovn  to  na,  there  is  no  knowing  what  is  in 
tore  for  the  slave  possessors. 
Sir,  I  hold  that  tlie  honor  of  the  Senate  as  a 


I  the  Battlement  of  thia  Creole  case,  and  tlie 
thers  of  the  same  class.  We  have  done  what 
Dvolves  oar  honor.     Wo  adopted  resolations 


Dndact  of  the  BriUsh  local  anthoritiea  to 
e  a  violation  of  the  Uw  of  nations,  and  highly 
njnst  to  onr  citizens:  and  these  reeolntions, 
od  the  epeecbea  in  snpport  of  them,  wfflo  fbr- 
rarded  to  London,  to  be  osed  hj  Mr.  Everett 


iprc 


g  tlie  unsettled  oases.  Both  the 
itionB  oca  speeches  seem  to  Lave  been  disre- 
arded  in  London :  shall  they  be  disregarded 
ere!  disregarded  bj  the  Senate  which  passed 
lem,  and  bj  the  Senators  who  spoke  and  vot- 
1  for  them  I  Here  Is  the  paragraph  of  the 
ecretarj'i  letter  which  infonna  tu  of  the  trana- 
uiuion  of  th«ae  resolnlioos  and  speeches  to 
ottdoD,  to  be  laid  before  the  British  ministry : 
"Tou  are  acquainted  with  tha  correapondcnce 
hich  took  place  a  few  ytars  ago,  betiretn  the 
.merican  and  English  Gorenuneau,  respecUng  ths 
uea  of  the  Enterpriie,  the  Comet,  and  the  En- 
omlDm.  I  call  jour  atten^on  to  the  Journal  of 
u  Senate  of  the  Called  SMtes,  oontainliig  rcaola- 
Lons  unanimonil;  adopted  by  that  body  leipecliDg 
boso  caac9.  These  resolutions,  I  belicTe,  hare  af- 
»d;  been  broaght  to  the  notice  or  her  M^eaty's 
loTcrament ;  but  It  may  be  veil  Chat  both  the  rea- 
lutions  themsclTee,  and  the  debates  upon  them, 
liould  be  Bgain  adverted  to.  You  will  find  the  res- 
lutions,  of  coune,  among  the  documents  regclar- 
r  transmitted  to  the  legation,  and  the  debates  in 
ie  ncir.ipnpers  vith  which  It  has  aUo  been  supi^led 
'om  this  department." 

And  here  are  the  rosoln^ons  themselvea ; 

"  Saolvtd,  That  a  ship  or  venel  on  ths  Ugh 
!u,  in  time  of  peace,  engaged  in  a  lawftil  voyage, 
1,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  under  the  ei- 
Imire  Jurisdiotion  of  the  State  to  wUch  her  Bag 
eloDgs;  as  mnch  so  as  if  ciHistitutiDg  a  part  of  her 
WQ  domain. 

"  Rfolvedt  That  If  tocb  ship  or  vessel  should  be 
)Ked  by  strew  of  weather,  or  other  nnavoidable 
luK,  into  the  port  andunder  the  jurisdiotion  of  a 
riendly  poner,  she  and  her  caigo,  and  the  persons 
n  hoard,  with  their  propcrtj,  and  all  the  rights 
fleo^Qg  to  their  personal  relations,  as  established 
y  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  ^ey  belong, 
'ould  be  placed  under  the  protection  which  the 
>ws  of  nations  extend  to  tne  anfbrtunale  nnder 
uch  circuDutances. 

BaalKtd,  That  the  brig  Knterprise,  which  was 
irced,  unavoidably,  by  itreea  of  weather,  into  Port 
laniUton,  Bennnda  Islud,  while  on  a  lawful  voyage 
a  the  high  teas,  from  one  pan  of  the  Union  to  an- 
ther, conwa  within  the  principles  embraced  by  tlie 
aregoing  resolutions ;  and  that  the  seinire  and  de- 
antion  of  the  negroes  on  board,   by  the  local 


authority  of  the  island,  was  an  act  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  higiilj  uiyuat  to  our  own 


speech  of  the  mover,  (Ur.  Oalhoub,)  and  voted 
for  them  with  a  cordial  good  will.  I  deemed 
them  correct  then ;  I  deem  them  so  now.  I 
consider  all  the  oases  of  the  Oomet,  the  Enco- 
miam,  the  Enterprise,  the  Creole,  and  the  Her- 
mosa,  to  have  been  violatioua  of  the  law  of 
nations,  a  breach  of  good  neighborhood,  and  & 
ooatotupt  for  oar  Govemment  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  ratifioadon  of  a  treaty  which  rofnsee  the 
slightest  notice  of  these  outrages,  and  remits 
OB,  for  our  "  satisfaotioa,"  to  the  iilosory  sUpn- 
lationd  of  an  empty  and  preposterons  "  en- 


zens  ts  ouo  of  reoent  origin,  but  oi  increasing 
freouency,  and  of  augmenting  atrocity.  It  U 
eviaently  apart  of  the  abolition  omsade  against 
slavery,  and  tends  to  excite  insorrection  and 
servile  war  in  oar  country.  The  first  case  oc- 
onired  in  the  year  1830 ;  it  was  that  of  the 
Oomet,  which  was  stranded  near  the  island  of 
Kew  IVovidenoe,  and  oarried  a  wreck  into  Noa- 
sou,  her  fdavea  liberated,  and  the  protest  of  the 
owners  disregarded.  These  slaves  were  paid 
for.  The  next  was  that  of  the  Encomium,  in 
18S4^the  Mme  hi  aU  reapwta  as  the  Omnet, 
and  with  the  sum  remlta :  the  ownen  of  the 
alaves  being  eventnaUy  pfM  by  Qie  Britiah 
Government.  The  third  cose  was  that  of  tiie 
Enterprise,  whose  fete  was  the  subject  of  our 
reeolvea.  It  oocnrred  in  ISBS :  and  was  tho  case 
of  a  ship  driven  by  tempest  into  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  her  slaves  liberated,  sjid  the  protest 
of  the  owners  disregarded.  For  this  outrage 
no  atonement  or  oompenaation  has  been  made, 
notwithstanding  onr  brave  resolations,  and  th^ 
imposing  oommimioation  to  the  British  Gov- 
enuneiit.  Then  came  two  oaaestt^eUwr.wone 
than  all  the  previona  one»— the  (^ecde,  m  Jan- 
narr,  1843,  and  the  HMmoaa  immediately  afl«r 
— cases,  the  one  of  matinj,  piracy,  and  mor- 
der;  the  other  of  violence  on  the  part  of  wreck- 
ers. For  these  two  ontragea,  as  well  as  tot 
that  of  the  Enterprise,  no  indemnity  or  redress 
of  any  kind  has  been  made.  Peonniary  com- 
pensation to  the  owners — an  inadequate  redrees 
to  them,  and  no  atonement  to  our  msolted  sov- 
ereignty— granted  in  the  two  first  cases,  la  de* 
nied  in  the  throe  last ;  and  the  ([O-by  whidt 
has  been  given  to  the  whole  sn^ect  in  this 
misMoa  of  peace,  and  the  "  satisfaction  "  ez- 
p«8sed  b^  uia  Frerident,  on  behalf  of  the  oooa- 
try,  at  thu  tenniiutioii  of  the  btiNneae,  mnst,  if 
sanctioned  by  the  Senate,  operate  aa  an  act  of 
oblivion  npwi  past  ootragea,  and  an  invitation 
to  the  oommisBwn  of  new  onee. 

The  term  South,  as  indicating  the  alavehdd- 
Ii^  region  In  this  Union,  la  dov  become  a  term 
of  enlaraed  and  exteoded  applioaljon,  and  Is 
&st  shimo^  to  the  West.  Bnt  latefy  applied  to 
five  Atlantic^  it  uo^  Include*  sovon  trausmon- 
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tone  States ;  th«  former  decreaatDg ;  the  latter 
tuoreHBing.  The  five  Atlantic  slave  Btatea  looe 
'f)ft«eD  I^preaentatives  under  the  late  cenanB : 
Itie  seven  Western  gtun  eight.  Their  relaUve 
strength  is  now  abnnt  equal.  At  the  oemnis  of 
I8S0,  that  of  the  Western  wven  must  gnatly 
preponderate ;  and,  Kfter  that  period,  the  gap 
between  them  tnust  go  on  increasing,  in  the 
donble  ratio  of  the  loss  in  one  and  the  gtun  in 
the  other.  The  slav«  interest,  already  equal- 
ling in  the  great  West,  that  of  th«  Atliuitjc, 
ID nst  soon  find  its  chief  seat  there;  and  it  be- 
hooves the  Representatives  from  that  qnarter 
to  attend  in  time  to  what  mast  soon  beoome  a 
chief  satiject  of  their  care.  The  liberation  of 
slaves  from  wrecked  yessels  among  the  Bahama 
talands  is  bnt  a  branch  of  a  vast  system  ;  bnt  it 
is  a  branch  of  it  which  addresses  itaelf  direotly 
to  the  slave  States  of  the  WtOej  of  the  Missis- 
npni.  The  passage  tbrongh  theM  British  isl- 
anoa  ia  their  line  of  oommnnioaUon  with  the 
AQantio  States,  with  the  hi^  seas,  and  with 
tbe  whole  world.  Thej  cannot  tolerate  the  iu- 
security  of  that  possag^  either  for  themselves 
or  their  proputy.  Bauer  thej  ahonld  saj  of 
tlkot  poeuge,  and  of  the  gnlf  ham  which  it 
lekds,  M  the  Romona  aald  of  the  Uedtterranean 
— man  fiMtrum,  and  act  npon  the  aaenmption. 
The  masters  of  the  Uiarisetp^  should  oommand 
the  outlet  from  the  rss  Awwrum.  As  a  Braa- 
tor  from  that  great  region.  I  feel  the  responu- 
bilitiea  of  taj  position,  and  the  gravity  of  the 
oircamstances  which  surronnd  ns.  The  pre- 
tension to  liberate  slaves  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  Atlantic  States,  is  a  blow  at  the  Great 
West — one  blow  oat  of  many  which  the  anti- 
slave  allies  are  preparing  for  her.  This  treaty, 
by  shirking  the  question,  sauctiona  that  pre- 
tension ;  and  I  feel  iunnd  to  oppose  it.  A 
treaty  of  peace,  aa  it  is  called— the  fruit  of  a 
mission  sent  out  to  setUe  every  thing — the  ap- 
proved of  a  Boatiiem  President :  It  slJll  leaves 
unsettled  the  large  qaeetion  which  concerns  the 
twelve  States  which  stretch  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  mssonrl,  and  from  the  3Bth  parallel  of 
north  latitade  to  the  Gulf.  Such  a  qnestion, 
affecting  so  many  States,  and  so  pregnant  of 
war,  deserved  to  be  settled— deserved  something 
very  different  from  ignominiooa  exclusion  from 
the  treaty,  aud  derisory  dismission  to  the  safe- 
guard of  a  correspondence  and  an  engagement. 
The  peace  miasion  boa  put  this  Question,  and 
the  snhjeat  of  which  it  fs  part,  on  ttie  high  road 
to  war.  To  go  with  the  British  to  Africa,  to 
fight  for  slaves,  while  the  British  are  liberat- 
ing, enticing  away,  and  exciting  to  revolt,  our 
slaves  at  home,  is  to  commit  a  folly  of  whldi 
the  fruit  must  lie  shame  and  resentment,  and 
all  their  disastrous  eftecta. 

The  case  of  the  Caroline,  to  which  I  now 
proceed,  completes  the  list  of  the  seven  anb- 
jocts  which  the  President  informs  us  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  negotiators  He  does  not 
tell  ns  that  no  other  subjects  occupied  their  de- 
liberations; and  the  want  of  protocols  dis- 
ablea  na  from  kuowlng.    I  should  like  to  know 


[tllBOl 


whether  the  aaaamption  of  the  Ststa  dct^  or 
any  tvovirion  or  guarantee  tor  their  potHot, 
constituted  any  plat  of  the  objects  </ At  i^ 
oial  mission.  If  they  did,  we  ought  to  tan 
it ;  and  to  know  what  waa  demsnded  n  osi 
side,  and  what  was  promised  or  demtd  «  Ht 
other.  Informslity  of  the  coofeTcnee  vin  imit 
no  difibrenoe.  Every  thing  was  inftmnil  ia 
this  (uiomaloQS  ne^tiation.  Wst  Tylc  senr 
hat«d  the  ink-horn  worse  than  our  BeenUiT' 
negotiator  bated  it  npon  this  occtsioTL  lt*M 
only  after  a  thing  was  finished,  that  the  pn 
was  resorted  to ;  and  then  ma«lf  to  record  ibi 
agreement  and  pnt  a  face  upon  it  for  the  inV 
lio  eye.  In  this  war  many  things  mij  bm 
been  discussed,  which  leave  no  wnttni  tna 
behind  them ;  and  it  would  be  a  crmoa  d^ 
cnmstanceif  to  large  a  Eiib|)ect,  sndoDeioU- 
ioate  as  the  State  debta,  should  find  itid  b 
that  predicament.  In  the  absence  of  iD  tii- 
deuce,  I  have  no  right  to  an  o}^ion  mi  tt* 
point ;  but,  as  a  S^ator,  and  a  put  of  tk 
treaty-making  power,  I  have  a  right  to  but 
the  ftcts ;  and  shall  submit  a  eaQ  npno  tk 
Present  for  that  purpose.  [The  aH  itt 
submitted,  bnt  nut  acted  upon  for  wnit  ' 
time.] 

The  Caroline  is  the  laat  of  the  sevn  nlJKii 
in  the  arrangement  which  I  make  of  thtm.  1 
reserve  it  for  the  last ;  the  extreme  Igmnii? 
of  its  termination  making  it,  in  my  opniA  w 
natural  oondnsion  of  a  disgracefrl  nwoti^ 
It  is  a  case  in  which  all  the  sources  of  u6mI 
degradation  seem  to  have  been  put  is  it^ 
tion :— diplomacy ;  legialBtiofi;  the  joiairT: 
and  even  the  military.  To  volunteer  pruptu- 
tions  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  deptna  ^ 
wrath,  seem  to  have  been  the  whole  aMffi 
of  the  Admiaistration,  when  rignal  reptntia 
waa  due  from  her  to  us. 

And  so  ends  the  case  of  the  Ctn&nt  «i 
HcLeod.  The  humiliation  of  this  conthiw. 
and  the  contempt  and  ftiture  danger  vUAi 
brtngs  npon  the  country,  demand  a  piBNi  B^ 
a  moment's  redectios  upon  the  eatstinfif  ^ 
this  episode  in  the  negotiation.  ITm*!* 
negotiation  has  been  one  of  shame  sod  iq"?' 
but  this  catastrophe  of  the  UcLcod  sad  On- 
line aff^r  pnta  the  finishing  band  to  mt  & 
grace.  I  do  not  speak  of  Uie  Individs^  't* 
have  done  this  work,  bnt  of  the  nRtionil  bnf 
which  has  been  tarnished  in  their  hiods.  }t 
to  the  end  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  adniioitfr«Wv 
all  was  safe  for  the  honor  of  the  coDntTT.  Rf- 
dress  for  the  outrage  at  Schlosaer  W  t<* 
demanded ;  interference  to  rdease  HcUoo  W 
been  refused ;  the  ftlse  application  (^  H"  ^ 
of  war  to  a  state  of  peace  had  beeo  *w^ 
On  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  the  m*™ 
honor  was  safe;  bat  on  that  day  its  d^rs^e 
commenced.  Timing  their  movgDWil'  wui_' 
oalcnlated  preci^on,  the  BritiA  Govern* 
transmitted  their  assumptioD  of  the  Sttim 
outrage,  their  fbrmal  demand  fcr  tbe  iw* 
of  McLeod,  and  tieir  threat  in  the  erW  « 
refusol,  BO  as  to  arrive  hereon  theetdwi" 
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the  d^  on  which  the  new  AdnJplgtration 
Teceived  the  reins  of  GoremmoiL  Thnr 
isromptioQ,  damand,  ind  threap  arriTed  in 
Wasbintfoa  on  the  erening  of  the  4th  do^  of 
Much,  a  few  honn  after  the  inangnration  of 
the.neir  powers  was  ov«r.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
BrilM  bad  said  to  thcmselrea:  This  is  the 
iliae— our  friends  are  in  [ioweT>-we  helped  to 
elect  them— now  Is  the  time  to  bwin.     And 


ticstion  of  the  aasnnipti<Hi,  made  the  demand, 
isd  delivered  the  threat.  Then  the  disgraoefnl 
jcooe  began:  They  reverse  the  decision  of  Ur. 
Van  Bnreii's  administration,  and  determine  to 
Dterfere  in  bdialf  of  UoLeod,  and  to  extricate 
lim  hj  all  means  from  the  New  Tork  coorts. 
To  maak  the  ignominy  of  this  interference,  they 
iretend  it  is  to  get  at  a  nobler  antagwiist ;  and 
hst  they  are  going  to  act  the  Romans,  in  spar- 
og  tlie  hamhle  ana  snbdaing  the  prond.*  It 
1  with  Qneen  Victoria  with  whom  ttey  will 
leal  1  HoLeod  is  too  homble  game  (br  thorn. 
£cLeod  released,  the  next  thing  is  to  set  oat 
if  the  scrape  with  the  Qneen ;  and  for  that 
iiupoGe  they  iarent  a  &lse  reading  of  the  law 
if  imttona,  and  apply  the  laws  of  war  to  a  Htal« 
if  peace.  The  jut  Mitt  and  not  the  jtu  aen- 
ium,  then  becomes  their  resort  Asd  here 
ads  their  grand  inutation  of  the  Roman  ohar- 
cCer.  To  assnme  the  laws  of  war  in  time  of 
eaco,  in  order  to  cuTer  a  craven  retreat,  is  the 
earest  approach  which  they  malce  to  war. 
hen  the  special  minister  comes.    They  ' 


:  Schlosser:  bnt  beg  the  minister  to  write 
lem  a  UttU  >Poi()S7i  which  they  can  show  to 
le  peoplo.  "Dm  rninistw  refnsee ;  and  there- 
Kin  tbe^  aasome  that  they  hayo  received  it, 
td  pro^wm  the  ^<^ogy  to  the  world.  To 
lish  this  scene,  to  complete  the  |>ropitiation 
'  the  Qaeen,  and  to  send  her  minister  home 
ith  l^al  and  iMm^mient  evidence  in  his  hand 
'  our  Eanailiation,  the  «n)rea3ion  of  r^ret  for 
o  arrest  and  detentionof  MoLeodiBoffloioiialy 
id  gratnitonely  renewed ;  the  prospect  of  a 
ce  detention  of  any  of  her  Ui^eBty's  eal^scta 
future  is  pathetically  deplored ;  and,  to  ex- 
dite  their  delivery  from  State  courts  when 
ey  agBiu  invade  onr  soil,  murder  oar  cltiiens, 
d  bum  onr  veasds,  the  minister  is  informed 
at  Congress  has  been  "  eatl»d  "  npon  to  , 
aw  to  protect  them  from  theee  oonrts.    And 


parts  for  hii  home.  The  infamona  aot — the 
beos  corpus  against  the  States — eqaeamishly 
led  tba  " rtmtdial  jiutice  act" — is  now  on 
)  statate-book ;  the  original  polluting  onr 
le  of  law,  the  copy  lying  at  the  footstool  of 


the  British  Qneen.  And  this  is  the  point  we 
have  reached.  In  the  short  space  of  a  year  and 
a  half,  the  national  character  has  been  ran 
down  from  the  pinnacle  of  honor  to  the  abyss 
of  disgrace.  I  limit  myself  now  to  the  afiair  of 
HoLeod  and  the  Osrohne  alone ;  aod  say  thot, 
in  this  bnriness,  exdnsive  of  other  diagrnces, 
the  national  character  has  been  brought  to  the 
lowest  point  of  oontempt  It  required  the 
Walpolo  administration  flve-and-twenty  long 
years  of  cowardly  submission  to  France  ana 
Bpsin  to  complete  the  degradation  of  Great 
Britain ;  onr  present  mlors  have  completed  the 
same  work  for  their  own  conntry  in  the  short 
space  of  eighteen  months.  And  this  is  the  state 
of  onr  America  I  that  America  which  Jackson 
and  Van  Bnren  left  so  prond  I  that  America 
which,  with  three  miUions  of  people,  fought 
and  worsted  the  British  empire — with  seven 

""one  fought  it,  and  worsted  it  agtdu-'and 

,  with  eighteen  millions  truckles  to  the 

British  Qaeen,  and  invents  all  sorts  of  prointi- 
atory  biologies  for  her,  when  the  most  ample 
atonement  Is  dae  to  itself.  Are  we  the  people 
of  the  Revolution  t— of  the  war  of  181S  t--of 
the  year  1884?  when  Jackson  electrified. En- 
rope  t^  threatening  the  King  of  France  with 
reprisus! 

MoLeod  Is  given  up,  beeansa  he  is  too  weak ; 
the  Qneen  Is  excnsed,  because  sheistoostrong; 

Sropitiotion  is  lavished  where  atonement  Is 
ne ;  an  apology  accepted  where  none  was 
offbrad;  the  statute  of  Umitotions  pleaded 
against  an  insnlt,  by  the  party  which  received 
it  I  And  the  miserable  performers  io  all  this 
drama  of  national  degntdatton  expect  to  be  ap- 

S lauded  for  magnanimity,  when  the  laws  of 
onor  and  the  OE>de  of  nations  stamp  their  con- 
duot  with  the  brand  of  cowardice.* 
It  Is  a  noble  maxim  of  the  English  law,  that 


oeenble  to  every  intruder  but  the  taw  I 
that  it  was  sarronnded  with  walls  and  batUe- 
mente  ;  it  might  he  a  straw-built  shed.  The 
winds  of  heaven  might  whistle  throogh  it ;  all 
the  elements  c^  heaven  might  enter  it ;  but  the 
King  could  not— the  King  dare  not — enter  it." 
So  Bud  the  great  Lord  Chatham  of  the  Engliah- 


TlwltaiHortlUiutlini 

«flti  of  vhloh  tlM  MTtntfn  ta  lolv  ■A&tnlttnbir. 
oaifat  to  dlwoM  sf  Ibm  BO  fnrllwr  thai  M  b*  bu  rei 
b^«e  the  niUon  lUtlf  w—"  .»— —  -»  "-—     ■ 


JiU7,  BBlui  It  b«  nwlhatlr  laitiltulioi 


It^ls  tbsn  glarli 


matj.     BdC,  betiTMn  i 
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man  and  his  house.  Not  bo  with  ni,  in  thia 
dllen  state  of  oar  conntrjr.  We  have  no  king 
bere,  it  is  true,  to  break  into  onr  honsea ;  bnt 
we  have  a  Qaeen  of  EngUnd  to  vend  lier  Cana- 
dian subjects  here  to  do  it — to  send  tliem  here 
to  attack,  kill,  born,  and  captnre  1  and  then  to 
return  to  their  rojal  miatreaa,  to  reoeive  the 
towards  which  are  due  to  the  ohastuers  of  her 
Uqeatf's  bad  ndchbon. 

I  have  now  flnidied  what  I  had  toaaraguxut 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty ;  and,  in  coming 
to  the  conclnalon  of  ao  great  a  anbject,  and  one 
to  which  I  have  made  ao  mnch  oppoeition,  I 
deem  it  due  to  the  oceauon  to  declare  my  f  utore 
course  in  relation  to  it  I  take  it  for  certun 
that  the  treaty  will  be  ratified— reloctontly  and 
HDwillingly  ratified.  In  that  event,  I  ahall 
■hide  by  it  in  all  its  proviuona  which  come 
within  Use  pale  of  the  treaty-making  power — 
oppose  it  in  all  that  lies  beyond  that  pale.  The 
national  bonndariea  come  witUn  the  pale ;  and 
they  mnat  remain  as  they  are  established,  bad 
aa  they  are.  The  money  payments  to  Maine 
and  Haaaachnaetts  ore  dtnneetio  and  legialative 
questions;  and,  m  dainu  addreased  to  Gun- 
greaa,  I  shall  conuder  them,  and  do  what  I 
believe  to  be  right.  Aa  trMty  stipnlations,  I 
ahall  reaifttliesepaymenta;  for  I  cannot  admit 
the  policy  or  the  ri^t  of  Great  Britun  to  in- 
terfere between  the  Union  and  its  members, 
and  to  acquire  the  character  of  mediator,  pro- 
tector, guarantee  or  remonstrant  between  them. 
The  fugitive  ofi'enden  article  I  eoonder  inoper- 
aUve  withoat  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Oongress ; 
and  thatiudi  shall  be  unwilling  to  give,  because 
I  consider  the  stipulations  of  the  article  as  dan- 
gerous to  foreigners  who  m&y  come  to  our 
country,  and  nselees  to  ns,  in  the  two  eminent 
eases  in  which  the  surrender  of  fogitive  crimi- 
nala  wonld  be  most  wanting— the  oases  of 
davee  and  coonterf<^ters.  The  alliance  article^ 
both  naval  and  diplomatio,  I  hold  to  be  beyona 
the  pale  both  of  the  treaty-making  and  legisla- 
tive power,  and  eminenUy  dangerous  and  nn- 
wise:  and  ahall  oppoee  them  in  all  the  forms  in 
which  the  qaestion  of  their  execution  shall 
come  before  me.  I  shall  defeat  the  appropria- 
tioDB  for  this  African  squadron,  and  for  the 
pay  and  outfit  of  these  remonstratiug  ambas- 
sadors, if  I  can ;  and  if  Great  Britiun  compluns, 
and  demands  the  eTcoution  of  the  treaty  in 
these  particulars,  I  shall  consider  it  a  demand 
for  the  tribnte — the  tribute  in  men,  money,  and 
ships — which  we  ore  to  pay  her  for  five  years' 
exemption  from  British  seiu«h,  and  for  so  many 
years'  reprieve  firom  intended  subjugation  to 
the  quintuple  alliance. 

Hr.  WoooBCRT  B^d  the  great  qoettion  of 
the  North-eastern  boundarv  was  the  essential 
part  <rf  tiia  instrument ;  and  as  an  attempt  ap- 
peared to  have  been  made,  through  the  chair- 
man, to  cast  a  doubt  over  our  former  ol^ins  on 
that  fk'ontier,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  discovery 
of  some  new  maps,  Ifr.  W.  felt  bound  at  once 
to  repel  it.  Whether  he  shonld  vote  to  ratify 
this  part  of  the  treaty,  or  not — aooordlng  ae 


full  consideration  nugbt  in  the  end  Mn  to  » 

a  aire — this  mnch  is  certain :  that  bt  um 
[lonld  approve  it  on  the  gnnmd  lhitiMiiitl« 
to  the  wntde  of  the  diq)nted  tetnUxj  w  it 
the  emalleat  degree  diaken  by  any  tLbgvM 
has  jei  qipeared.  Other  lu^  and  nmMsUoi 
motivea,  coooeetedwilli  peace aBdw&.mcdl 
as  with  the  condnct  of  ftttnre  n^DtittMM  a 
hoetilitiea  by  a  party  so  donbtfol  u  t«  irut- 
worthineao,  and  so  emhanasaed  u  thttuv  ■ 
power;  otJtera  connected  with  thenHntiial 


t  ]oi^Vi 


adopted  in  the  trca^ ; 

itweenosai 
powers  on  this  continent,  where  we  gnxK 
mnch  faster  than  they,  and  are  deMmd  oi 
long  to  be  supreme — nuf^t  Jnsti^  a  ntificaia 
of  the  present  stipulations.  We  ahsll  Mt  id  i 
few  d^s. 

But,  to  seek  an  apolocy  for  dobs  iljinff!*- 
ments  against  our  onckiubted  lights,  mi 
firom  loose  oonjeotnres  of  itinerant  Anxntt 
in  Enrope,  or  from  soggestioiu  ealeoliul  > 
belittie  Uie  olaim,  and  ii^nie  the  KpotfliNrf 
one  iit  the  able  negotiahKS  irf  tb«  tmdr^ 
1788,  did  not  seem  to  Mr.  W.  v«j  pWiKt 
or  at  all  warranted  by  any  of  (he  tktt  b  i!« 

The  French  map  of  1745,  wMd,  villi  ii 
red  lines,  naming  west  from  the  St.  CMi.y 
been  made  tp  occnpy  so  prominent  i  f^^ 
in  this  debate,  was  donbtleaa  one  il*^? 
the  boundaries  between  the  IVeneba'&ii^ 
colonies  in  America,  before  &e  oa^  > 
Canada  by  England:,  and  its  cession  i>  i^ 

There  is  a  similar  map  in  the  FnA  m 
on  the  taUe  of  the  Secretary,  wind  1  vW" 
from  the  State  Departmoit.  Tb«  ]»&«« 
of  that  d^r  are  fbU  of  cotreqiondiiii  JWf' 
tiona,  as  well  as  m^ts,  tm  the  part  a  f^ 
Bnt,  st  the  same  time,  Great  Bntiiii,  f^ 
whom  we  are  now  treating,  and  wbcH  (w 
then  are  ours  now,  always  reristed  ibe  *■ 
of  France  to  crowd  thesonthemltnut)'"*^ 
da  so  far  south,  and  the  weeteni  Wtarf^m 
Scotia  BO  far  west  i 

Jnstcadof  peTmitlingNovaEcDlii|Wi(*^     | 
to  come  to  the  Kennebec,  orevoi  tolbe-  "^ 
soot,  she  herself  originally  granted  it  to  r^ 
only  to  the  St.  Oroiz,  and  made  and  dooiM 
Its  western  line  as  one  mnning  wxth  to  " 
source  ofthat  river  till  it  readied  lew"*     , 
connected  with  the  navigaUe  wsten  «  "'/'     I 
lAwrenco.    Here  Is  her  I^tintiarwrff^ 
province,  and  an   Engliah  traulatidii,  P*^ 
this,  in  snbatanco ;  and  it  wis  thii  boowj 
with  a  slight  change,  to  which  Eo^d^ 
uniformly  to  the  very  last  moment  of  w;^ 
diction    over  what    now    wmrito"*  "*" 
United  States.  _.  . 

The  change  is  tiiis  r  After  the  w"^"*? 
Canada,  being  then  possessed  rf  fi"!*i!T 
also,  she  corned  the  boundariw  of  «^ 
south  to  the  heights  which  turn  tbe  ve^^ 
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rivers  into  the  SL  Lawronc«;  but,  indapendent 
Df  that,  she  kept  the  boaadarf  of  Nova  Bcotia 
rirtQullT  the  unw  as  before ;  xnd  the  saine  oa 
tlitchell,  h«r  own  geosraplier  trndur  tbe  Lords 
)f  Plantatiotu,  hadlaid  it  down  In  1T56  on  his 
nap;  ancl  the  same  aa  has  ever  been  clainjed 
ly  this  coDstrr  unoe  the  peace  of  178S. 

Now,  let  it  be  recollected  that  this  British 
ifficiol  map  of  Mitchell  was  before  the  comrais- 
ionere  who  formed  the  treaty  of  1788,  Both 
ides  concede  this,  in  the  argoments  prepared 
or  the  King  of  HoUnod,  now  in  my  hand. 
{ecoUoct,  too,  that  the  line  on  that  map  mns 
lue  north  from  the  soaroe  of  the  Bt.  Croix  till 
t  ttrikea  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  not  west  from 
he  St.  Croix,  as  on  this  French  map.  Keooliect 
hat  the  line  described  in  the  treaty  is  to  mn 
lorth  of  the  St.  Oroii,  precisely  as  it  q>pears 
•a  that  map,  tlJl  it  stribea  the  highlands  from 
rbich  spring  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Law- 
ence,  and  which  are  near  to  its  bant.  Reool- 
)ct  that  Doctor  Franklin  was  by  birth  a 
bssochnsetts  man,  and  had  been  the  agent  of 
list  province,  and  familiar  with  all  its  claims 
>  boundary  np  to  that  Une. 

Kccollect  that  he  had  got  inserted  Into  the 
relhninaries  of  peace  an  agreement  to  go  still 
irther  east,  and  make  the  Bt.  John,  fh>m  its 
lonth  to  its  source,  the  boundary,  aa  more 
onvenient,  and,  in  many  respects,  more  ell^ble 
0  OS  than  the  old  boimclar7. 

Becolleot  that,  when  coming  to  sign  the 
rcnty,  this  was  so  strenaonsly  opposed  by 
ingland,  on  the  gronnd  of  Its  bebg  a  new  ces- 
ian  of  territory,  that  the  old  line  was  agreed 

0  be  adhered  to,  and  wa*  int«nded  to  be  de- 
cribcd  in  the  treaty, 

Becolleot  nil  these  circmnstaucea ;  and  ttien 
ny,  how  could  he,  in  a  letter  to  Oonnt  Ver- 
lennes  on  the  6th  of  December,  178S,  mean  to 
'efer  to  any  map  but  Mitchell's,  or  any  line  on 
hat  or  any  other  map,  except  the  old  line,  as 
here  laid  down,  till  it  reached  the  highlands 
lorth  of;  and  near  the  St  Lawrence?  He 
acked  neither  information,  vigilance,  nor 
hrewdness.  Bnt  a  sappoiition  (which  some 
;entlemen  make)  that  he  referred  to  some  mop 
laviDg  oar  boondary-line  ran  nearly  west  from 
he  St.  Croix,  and  cntting  ns  off,  also,  from  the 
onrces  of  eren  the  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  and 
ijonnecUcnt — a  line  not  rnnniog  north  at  all, 
>s  the  treaty  requires — a  line  not  tonching  in 
hat  direction  any  highlands  which  torn  waters 
Dto  (he  Be  Lawrence,  as  the  treaty  reqaires — 

1  line  contraij  to  Mitchell,  and  all  the  former 
British  aa  well  as  Massachusetts  claims — and  a 
ine  at  war  with  even  his  own  express  instrao- 
;ions^s  on  imputation  of  carelessness  and 
gnurnoce  altogether  unfounded  in  any  facts 
wfura  us,  U  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  saw 
IIjq  old  French  map  spoken  of^  and  of  which  a 
partial  copy  la  sent  to  ns— much  leas  referred 
to  itr— and  the  red  lines  on  it  are  nndonbtedly 
the  old  Freooh  lines,  put  on  it  when  made  in 
1T49,  instead  of  1783 ;  and  are  those  claimed 
by  Frtooe  when  ^e  oiniad  Norft  BcoUa  and 


Canada,  and  were  never  thought  of  as  describ- 
ing the  boundary  between  ns  and  £ngWd,  aa 
arranged  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

For  farther  conflmiation  of  this  view,  and 
of  the  validity  of  onr  whole  claim,  Doctor 
Frankhn,  only  eight  days  after,  (viz.  December 
1^  1783,)  wrote  to  Mr,  Livingston  that  the  old 
line  of  boundary  was  agreed  on,  and  was  to  be 
run  oDt  afterwards  between  the  parties.  (See, 
also,  his  letter  on  the  14th  of  October,  1783, 
bnt  twenty-three  days  previous.)  Here  are 
both  the  letters,  in  the  argument  prepared  for 
the  King  of  Holland  in  1827. 

So,  nearly  thirty  other  maps,  published  by 
England  and  her  citizens,  between  ITSS  and 
1788,  draw  the  boundary  line  aa  we  claim  it. 
Indeed,  Mr,  UoUatin  coUected  more  than  fifty 
of  that  kind,  in  oil :  and  one  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
collection,  eogravea  in  178S,  to  show  the  limits 


ing  to  Massachusetts,  and  well  acquainted  wlUi 
her  localities.  Before  any  controversy,  or  any 
motive  existed  to  misleaa,  he  laid  down  tbe 
boundary  there  as  now  claimed ;  and,  to  avoid 
mistakes  as  to  dotted  lines  or  coloiing,  he  had 
printed  on  the  m^  itself  that  this  eastern  line, 
as  we  have  always  olumed  It,  was  "  tlie  boun- 
dary line  between  Britain  and  America,"  under 
the  treaty  of  peace.  Another  map  before  me, 
in  Mr.  Gallann's  fast  memoir,  made  by  Gov. 
Pownall,  in  1776,  lays  down  the  same  line  as 
the  eastern  limit  of  Massachusetts ;  and  othera 
still,  of  tbe  same  date,  by  Carver,  and  others; 
and  another  by  Bowen,  in  1768.  These  are  all 
En^iih  In  their  origin — several  of  them  official 
in  .their  character — and  the  whole,  so  for  aa 
regards  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from  maps, 
entirely  oonclnsive  as  to  the  right  of  tbe  Unitea 
States  to  the  whole  territory  in  dispute, 

Mr,  W,  stud  he  could  fortify  this  position  by 
a  mass  of  documents  and  evldenoeof  a  different 
character ;  for  he  had  devoted  considerable  at- 
tention to  this  topic  ever  since  1819,  witen  the 
north-western  boundary  of  New  Hsmpahire 
liad  become  hazarded  in  the  oontrovcriiy  con- 
cerning some  of  the  limits  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Bnt  he  should  occnpy  too  much  time,  if  he  now 
entered  into  this  pomt  fiirther. 

[Several  Senators  s^d.  No :  go  on,} 

Ur.  W.  obeerved  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  BCsdon,  be  f^t  reluctant  to  do  it ;  though, 
befl»a  sitting  down,  he  would  advert  a  moment 
to  one  other  reason  which  hod  been  nived  for 
assenting  to  the  treaty,  with  diminished  limits 
on  the  north-east.  It  was,  that  certain  equiva- 
lents had  l>een  g^ned  elsewhere,  and,  among 
the  rest,  on  the  north-westorn  boundary  of 
New  Hampshire.  This  last  impression  was 
erroneous.  He  must  say,  once  for  all,  that  we 
had  not  g^ed  a  foot  of  land  there  to  which 
that  State  was  not  clearly  entitled. 

Without  entering  into  details,  which  might 
be  tedious  to  others  than  citizens  of  I^w 
Hampshire,  [t  was  enongh  to  say,  on  this  oo- 
oadoa,  that  the  north-weatenunost  head  <^ 
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OonnectiaQt  River — which  wu  the  boondAry 
described  ia  the  treaty  of  17W— tnu  still  fbr- 
ther  west  than  Hall's  Stream,  deeortbed  in  thia 
treaty  of  1842.  I^t  bead  waa  Lyncb's  Stream ; 
and,  as  b  apparent  on  Boachette'a  map  of  Can- 
ada, (hanging  before  ns,)  wonld,  if  ttdopted, 
give  to  the  United  States  Boveral  thousand  acres 
more  land  than  we  now  obtained.  Bnt,  as 
New  Hampshire  had  not  sarvered  and  exer- 
dsed  JnriMiotion  west  of  Halls  Btreora,  ibe 
oonld  not  intiat  on  going  farther  on  her  ac- 
eoont ;  and  the  land  between  that  stream  and 
Ljnoh's,  if  awarded  to  the  United  States, 
must,  therefore,  belong  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

It  was  for  them,  then,  and  not  for  her  t< 
complain,  as  to  what  was  lost  between  those 
two  streams.  Bnt  that  New  Hampshire  had 
a  right  to  go  as  tar  M  Hall's  Stream,  was  ap 
parent  on  all  the  modem  maps  made  since  tb 
oonntry  was  explored  ftilly,  as  being  mor 
north-west  than  Indian  Stream,  or  Perry' 
Brook,  or  the  m^n  branch  of  the  Oonnectlcnt. 
This  last  was  strangely  selected  by  the  King  of 
Holland  aa  the  north -westernmost  head,  when 
it  is  the  north-east  one.  It  was  also  apparent 
on  both  Bowen's  and  Pownall's  maps,  made  as 
long  ago  as  1776,  as  well  aa  several  others. 

Bnt  beyond  this,  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire had,  as  early  as  17B9,  surveyed  to  the 
sonrco  of  thia  very  stream,  and  mn  down  to  its 
month,  as  her  north-west  boandary ;  and  ever 
rince,  when  occasion  required,  had  exercised 
Jarisdiction  to  it. 

All  this^  with  other  proob,  are  fdlly  detwicd 
In  »  doenment  referred  to  in  die  correspondence 
before  as,  which  was  prepared  by  myself,  and 

Ebllshed  in  the  second  volnrae  of  the  New 
impshire  Historical  OolleotionB,  as  long  ago 
as  1827. 

He  took  this  occasion  to  do  the  insttee  to 
both  the  Soeretary  of  State  and  J»rd  Ashbnr- 
ton,  to  add,  that,  after  the  New  Hampshire 
delegation  Invited  attention  to  that  docnment, 
and  one  of  them  explained  the  strong  evidenoe 
which  existed  in  it  ag^st  the  narrower  line 
first  proposed  in  this  negotiation,  as  set  ont  in 
page  67  of  the  correspondence,  they  both  seem- 
ed satisfied  that  New  Hampahire  abonld  rights 
fhlly  hold  to  Hall's  Stream.  ' 

Let  onr  decision,  tlien,  be  what  it  may  on  the 
whole  treaty,  be  mast  insist  that,  if  in  ftvor  of  | 
the  ratification,  (as  It  probably  wonld  be,)  it ' 
should  not  be  so  on  account  of  any  jnst  doubt 
created  by  the  old  nia}»  concerning  the  foil 
claim  of  Maine,  as  originally  set  np;  nor  on 
any  acconnt  of  any  eonivalent  in  any  new  ter- 
ritory obtained  for  New  Hampsblre,^  beyond 
what  her  original  limits  jnstified,  and  wh^  she 
had  long  cluroed  and  enjoyed. 

[On  the  ensning  day,  the  chairman  rafbrred 
to  some  correspondence,  in  188S,  between  the 
British  Government  and  the  State  Department, 
showing  a  willingness  on  oar  side  to  deviate 
west  from  a  doe-north  line  from  the  St  Oroix, 
provided  auch  highlands  as  are  described  in  the 


treaty  of  1788  were  not  ^scovend  «  dtc  «d 
of  that  line.  And  he,  as  well  as  Hr.  Etin, 
argned  thence,  that  the  orighial  daiai  M  bees 
in  some  respect  abandoned  by  the  pU  MiA. 
istratitx).  The  di^rraan  also  nttmi  totoM 
new  letters  by  Lord  PalmwMeo,  dwniu  tlai 
in  the  case  of  the  Caroline  tJuAmttiaD  inn- 
tive,  or,  at  least,  the  Seoretair  if  Btate-km. 
before  1840,  that  Great  Bntain  ialnU  to 
make  no  apology  for  that  outrage;] 

Ur.  WooDBcttr  exptawed  hl«  rtgitt  Itit  it 
oondnct  of  two  of  his  former  anodites  is  efa 
had  been  called  InqaeatimiwboveniNlMi 
hero — and,  h«  lamented  to  add,  w«n  m  ■ 
existenoe—eo  as  to  vin^eale  themrifM.  Bi 
must  ask  the  indnlgence  of  the  SeniU  i  ki 
minntes,  to  correct  what  he  oonsiihnd  ■ 
erroneons  impression  as  to  the  coadDd  of  bed 
of  them. 

The  propodtioa  mode  by  Hr.  IiTfiigEl(it.> 
to  a  deviation  from  a  dne-nortb  Bne,  ins  oh; 
hypothetical — was  very  limited  in  iti  rfRt^ 
in  any  event — and  originated  in  thisvij:  Ai 
long  ago  as  1B87  or  1B28,  wben  coiuidfmf  b 
convention  to  refer  this  controvert  u  'k 
arbitrament  of  the  King  of  Holland,  Kme  f* 
tlemen  in  the  Senate  had  anggested  tbit  lAi 
a  dae-nortb  tine  from  the  source  <rf  (k  & 
Oroix  crossed  the  St.  John,  and  ipproscM  it 
highlauda  whence  streams  fioir  into  tbt^ 
Lawrence  one  way,  and  the  Atlantic  Occu  Ik 
other,  it  would  Srst  strike  some  HRna  li- 
ning into  the  Bay  of  Chalenr^  or  tb«  Gi^  ^ 
St.  Lawrence.  They  thenoe  argntd  1^  i< 
light  ho  necessary,  in  that  event,  U  i™!« 
llttie  to  the  weat,  and  go  round  Ibe  ^oiavi 
of  those  streams  till  Uioee  hiiiilnis  *"< 
reached  from  which  waters  flowed  into  li«  K 
Lawrence  to  the  north,  nnd  into  Ibe  itl»« 
Ocean  to  the  east  and  south-east  Ihc  t>f*r 
of  1783  also  called  for  natural  numnnw^ 
that  point,  by  calling  for  highlaodi  itf » 
character,  as  well  as  mentioned  a  doeipnt 
comer  in  the  north-west  angle  of  SoraiJooi 
Mr.  LlvlngstoD  supposed  that,  la  bet,  l» 
would  be  fonnd  to  agree  or  eoiixads  ^*°^ 
north  point,  as  he  says  in  his  Iett«r ;  tpvt  ii ''^ 
shoola  not,  he  add^—as  a  lawytr  »«H  ■ 
most,  on  sound  legal  prinoi{des--fl«t  lb*  * 
nrat  monoments  most  gorton,  rather  tbn)  w 
descriptive  comer.  , 

AU  he  proposed,  thai,  was  what  tb«  UvJ 
the  case  reqnired — which  is,  that  if  tba  ^^ 
ment  and  the  angle  were  not  found  to  Kw* 
a  deviation  might  be  made  to  th«  ^'^^ 
enongh  to  strike  the  natnral  monnmeiiL  K 
every  one  can  see  by  this  map  of  the  wi"* 
doners,  tint  the  deviation,  if  made  it  A  "** 
of  coming  down  near  the  Briti^  Bm  »i  »|^ 
Hill,  or  even  to  the  8t  John,  wooU  b*  'W.' 
few  miles  west  from  a  line  dne  north  ^^ 
St.  Oroix— being  a  gore,  wider  at  om  o*  ^ 
n  point  at  the  other— leaving  mDe-Wi«*  " 
the  whole  olidm,  if  not  all,  with  lli«»»» 
fore.  ^ 

What  is  very  conclusive  evHtM*  *■  " 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


SBBAIBS  OV  OONGKSSS. 


[Aug 


r,  isia. 


lilioD  wu  nfoMd  bj  tbeir  ambsaudor. 

Bo  f«r  from  th&re  being  aaj  pr6t«ace,  tbeii, 
III  the  deviatioa  ooold  in  foot  come  eonth  of 
iii  BL  John,  it  u  sUUtd  ia  Bir  Obsrles  Yangh- 
lu'g  IflUer  ezpreesly  that  It  could  not,  in  anj 
iTeat,  probabtf  go  south  of  the  St.  Jobn,  nor 
iven  much  bejoad  the  St.  Franeia ;  and  he 
tddithal 

"The  uMnt  of  the  BriUih  OoTeituneDt  to  the 
mpMitioa  of  Xr.  IJTinKston  would  cODoade  to  tbo 
ioienuDcnt  of  the  United  Statu  BG&rij  all  ther 
iid  hitherto  eUlmed."— JTmw^  to  SmaU,  S4M 
inig.,  M  MM.,  Doo.  414,  p.  IT. 

L«t  us,  then,  hear  no  more  of  this  as  an 
bandonment  of  the  American  dum,  either  in 
tie  TJew  of  the  American  oabinet,  or  of  their 
mi-eyed  British  opponents. 

In  respect  to  Lord  Falmerston's  recent  letter, 
nputing  tu  the  past  Administration,  or  to  Ur. 
'orejth,  before  1640,  an;  official  knowledge 
:>*t  the  British  Govenuaent  had  decided  to 
take  no  i4>ology  for  the  outrage  on  the  Oaro- 
ae,  and  to  assume  the  act  as  their  own;  }ii, 
f.  thoaght,  when  he  heard  the  letter  road, 
lero  must  he  some  singular  misconception  or 


idependence,  Uiao  Ur.  Forsyth.  Ei 
ft  man  in  the  nation  to  conceal  anj  thing 
irongh  fear — tbe  last  man  to  delay  bringing 
ifficDitics  to  a  point  through  aabeerriency. 
Looking  at  ue  rest  of  the  oorrespoodenob 
ith  Lora  Palmeraton  by  Ur.  Stevenson,  it 
ipears  (as  was  to  have  been  expocted)  tiiat 
le  latter  at  ooce,  and  oategorically,  repds  the 
iputotions  of  the  British  Secretary.  He  pro- 
eds  abo  to  prove  that  no  jnst  gronnd  for 
em  could  exist,  in  any  thing  commnnicated 
'  Mr,  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  or  by  Lord  Pal- 
crsCon  to  Hr.  Stevenson.  And  when,  in  a 
cond  letter  of  Lord  Palmeraton,  (not  read  by 
e  ch^rman,)  an  attempt  b  made  to  qualify 
e  first  charge,  and  to  soften  it  into  one  not 
iplicating  any  oonduct  in  the  American  Secre- 
[7,  minister,  or  President,  as  at  all  dishonor- 
le,  Mr.  Stevenson  replies  again,  and  inusts 
at,  whether  honorable  or  dishonorable,  in  his 
•rdship's  oDinion,  the  facts  of  the  case  had 

Lord  Pnlmerston  been  entirely  mieappre- 
nded. 

The  correspondence,  as  a  whole,  nullifies 
mplet^  the  impatation  mode  by  the  British 
cretary;  and  any  inference  drawn  from  it 

tbe  chairman,  (Mr.  Ktvbs,]  either  deroga- 
'y  to  the  past  Administration,  or  favorable  to 
i  greater  condescension  supposed  to  be  ex- 


UcLeod,  seems  to  rest  on  a  very  sandy  fonn- 

■fn  voting  on  the  separate  articles  of  the 
sty,  Mr,  W.  voted  against  those  in  respect 
the  eogagements  to  nimiah  a  force  of  wghty 


guns  towards  anppresung  the  slave-trade.  This 
arose,  not  &ont  an  nnwillingnees  to  do  every 
thing  proper  for  abolishing  that  trade  with 
alacrity  and  effleiency ;  bnt  from  an  aveinoa 
to  enter  into  an  entangling  aiUance  with  any 
nation  for  any  object;  and  from  a  retnotanoe 
to  seem  compelled  by  England,  or  bound  to 
her,  to  do  aa  to  other  conntriea  what  she  bad 
no  right  to  demand  and  enibroe.  Tbe  attitude 
amieued  on  onr  part  one  of  Inferiorij^y  and 
submission,  or  of  snt^ection,  A  sovereign  na- 
tioD  onght  to  do  what  is  Joit  and  honorable, 
as  to  Hie  world  at  large,  or  as  to  the  general 
of  hnmanity,  withont  tbe  intervention 


or  goardianahip  of  any  other  nation.  Agtun : 
tbe  quantity  of  fbnw  to  be  employed  was  too 
large,  too  ezpendve,  and  unnecessary,  nnleas  it 
was  employed  by  detaohmenta  oooaaionally 
from  OUT  squadrons  at  Brazil,  tbe  Mediter- 
ranean, and  tbe  Vest  Jsdies.  Then,  and  then 
only,  could  the  health  of  the  offioen  and  men 
be  preserved,  and  a  great  burden  in  our  finances 
averted,  which  England  bore  to  protect  ber 
African  colonies  as  well  as  to  suppress  the 
riare-trade.  We  had  no  such  ooloniea  belong- 
ing  to  our  Government ;  and  ior  ibia,  and  other 
reascms,  should  not  be  sutgected  to  any 
thing  like  equal  expenses  in  relation  to  this 
matter] 

After  the  Soiate  had  gone  through  with  the 
different  articles  of  the  treaty,  and  vere  ready 
to  act  on  the  question  of  its  final  ratification, 
Mr.  Mf.  taii  he  wished  to  soliauit  a  motion. 

He  observed  that  the  inclinatwn  of  his  mind 
vas  to  vote  for  the  ratification,  though  he  dis- 
liked much  both  branches  of  tbe  treaty.  The 
engagement,  by  any  stipulation  made  t<i  a  for- 
eign power,  to  do  any  thing  in  suppressing  the 
slave-trade,  which  it  was  onr  duty  to  do  01  onr 
own  Booord,  and  without  the  sur'veillanoa  or 
admonition  of  others,  looked  derogatory  to  us. 
He  had  an  invincible  repugnance  to  that  kind 
of  ssanmption  by  one  nation,  and  the  soquies- 
oenoe  in  It  by  another.  But  be  passed  b;  that, 
to  oome  to  the  north-eastern  boundary,  con- 
cerning which  be  wished  to  trouble  the  Senate 
with  a  single  motion.  It  was  made  with  a  view 
to  show — what  ha  believed  to  be  true — that 
the  treaty  in  that  particular  was  not  what  the 
country  had  a  righc  to  expect ;  and,  therefore, 
that  it  would  not  have  been  ratified  in  that 
particular,  had  not  Maine  and  Massachusetts — 
the  parties  specially  interested — agreed  to  the 
tbe  adopted.  This,  at  least,  was  his  own  opin- 
ion. But  as  their  commissioners  had  agreed 
to  the  new  line,  he,  for  one,  ahould  wuve  fur- 
ther otfjections.  His  motion  was,  therefore,  to 
recommit  the  treaty  with  instructions  to  report 
the  two  following  resolutions  to  precede  the 
resolve  for  ratification ; 

I .  Jt4*el9*d,  That  the  provirions  la  this  trsaty,  le- 
latlng  to  the  North-eastern  boondary,  are  not,  InifaG 
Dptiiion  of  the  Senate,  so  favorable  to  the  United 
Slain  as  they  had  a  nght  to  expect  on  the  lacts  of 

S.  Bemlttd  furthtr.  That  the   Senate,   though 
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•Ditona  to  tdivtit  kS  eoDtraTvniM  with  fortl^ 
jKiiren,  would  not  fMljuati&ed  In  kdvltlns  «  ntm- 
CAtioD  of  thou  proTiiloni,  hul  not  Miioe  and  Mas- 
ndioMtta,  the  StUes  InteraMcd  io  th«  dliputed  lei^ 
riton,  gtna  tbw  wMnt,  b;  conunittloiien,  to  the 
nrticidar  booBduj  adopted  in  those  proiiaiona, 
Piuteiid  of  coDferring  g«nsn]  sutboritjr  on  the  Fed- 
eral Coveminent  to  •gree  to  such  new  coDTenlionol 
Une  u  it  m^t  deem  jast.] 

{Hr.  Tjlluudsk  moved  to  Is?  the  propod- 
tion  of  Mr.  W.  on  the  table;  but  them  ixAag 
doabts  whether  tbU  might  not  oarr;  the  trestjr 
Tith  it,  Mr.  T.  withdrew  iL 

Mr.  King  then  logeMted  Uutt  theiewdnHons 
lie  moved  as  an  emenament  or  addition  to  the 
reaolve  for  ratifioation,  io  as  to  Hve  t^  reoom- 
mitment.] 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  replied,  that  the  Preudent 
of  the  Senate  had  donbts  whether  soch  aoonrae 
wonld  be  in  order,  or  he  would  aoqnieaoe  in  it 
with  pleasnre. 

[Bome  Benators  called  for  a  divlaion  of  tbe 
^inesdon  aa  to  eadi  resolotion  Hporatel/ ;  being 
willing  to  vote  for  one,  bnt  not  the  other. . 
Borne  expresaed  tbenuelvea  wnbarraased  bow 
to  vote,  as  the;  approved  one,  if  not  both  of 
the  rewlntions;  Kit  donbted  whether  it  was 
«zpedient  to  make  them  a  part  of  the  record 
in  the  ratifioation,  and  reqnested  Mr.  W.,  on 
that  aeoonnt,  to  <^tge  them  b^  withdrawing 
the  motion.] 

Mr.  WooDBiTBT  stated  that  hisobject  in  offer- 
ing the  motion  and  resolatioc  waa  to  show 
permanenUT',  and  in  the  briefeet  manner  poaiii- 
hle,  hia  g«Deral  viewa  and  gronnds  of  Jnatifioa- 
tion  in  ratifying  the  treat;.  Aa  he  had  ao- 
eomi^ished  that  ot^ect  with  the  Senate,  so  far 
as  regarded  himself,  he  would  not,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  the  views  of  all  on  the  jounials 
aa  to  these  points,  press  other  gentlemen  to 
vote  on  them  whion  was  embarrassing,  and 
might  lead  to  more  debate  and  delay,  fie 
wonld,  therefore,  oonsent  to  whAt  waa  asked, 
and  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  VnxiutB  addressed  the  Benate  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Fbbsidknt  :  I  can  tml;  sa;  that "  thia  Is 
not  the  entertainment  to  which  mj  State  was 
invited."  Soon  after  the  arrival  in  thisoonn^ 
of  the  special  minister  from  England,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  was  notified  oi  that  f^t,  and 
informed  that  this  miniater  vaa  charged  witli 
fbll  powers  from  hia  sovereign  to  negotiate  and 
settle  the  difi^roit  matters  in  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  Governments ;  and  had  offloiallf 
nnnounoed  to  this  Government  that,  in  regard 
to  the  bonndar;  qneation,  he  had  aathoritr  to 
treat  for  a  conventional  line,  or  line  bj  agree- 
ment, on  sQch  temu  and  conditions,  mi  witli 
snch  mntnal  considemtlona  and  eqnivaleota,  as 
might  tie  thought  jnat  and  equitable :  that  be 
was  readj  to  enter  npoa  a  negotiaUon  for  such 
conventional  line,  aa  soon  as  this  Government 
should  sa;  it  was  authorized  and  read^,  on  its 
part,  to  eommenoe  snch  negotiation.  And  a 
strong  ^>peal  was  made  by  this  Government  to 


the  Governor  of  Maine  to  ooavne  0»  lif^ 
ture.  In  order  that  aothori^  au^  1«  oa- 
monioated  to  this  Oovenunent  to  Mtlt  tlw 
oontovver^,  b;  freeing  imon  a  nssbe  <t 
boandarjr.  ItwasknowntiatllBiieksdhas- 
ttifore  deelined  to  (pva  her  assent  toit«t» 
tional  line,  and  insisted  npoo  tha  lie*  »  d» 
scribed  In  the  treat;  of  1768;  aDd,toiikdM 
her  to  jield  her  assent,  it  wsa  siiHiuMd,ii 
the  letter  of  the  Seoretan:  <rf  Stale  to  lb  Gr- 
emor  c^  Maine,  that  the  Freatdait  fdtit  Ub 
his  dntjr,  unless  some  new  ooune  ibgold  It 
psopoeed,  to  cause  the  negotiation  (fiit  tufin 
artntnOion)  to  be  restmwd,  and  prHwd  u  m 


The  Governor  of  Maine  did  not  bedwc,  ipM 
snch  an  invitation,  and  upon  nch  uiHn» 
meute,  to  convene  the  Legiilstnie,  in  i  h^ 
season  of  the  Tear,  and  atgrestaxptuMto  At 
State:  and  to  submit  to  its  serioDi  comida 
tton  the  communication  made  to  him  bm  <^ 
GovemmeaL 

That  Le^pslature— "  declaring  itsaclega  w 
viotion  that  the  boonderj  <a  Uaine,  m  p 
northern  and  n<Hth-«astem  frnitisn,  w  d^ 
nated  in  the  treaty  of  1788,  eanbs  Wd  in 
and  fixed  aoooiding  to  the  terms  trfthitln^; 
and  that  such  line  emtracea  all  tba  tniu! 
over  which  Maine  claims  property,  immp!. 
and  jurisdiction;  and  that  the  EieotirBui 
Congr^SH  of  the  United  States  had  mopW 
the  validity  of  that  claim,  in  its  M  u 
was  yet  willing  to  regard  the  recoon 
and  request  of  the  Preaid«»t  with  all  fcwp*' 
due  to  the  high  source  from  which  llrran*; 
and  to  Jock  oareftilly  at  the  sn|geti»»« 
by  him,  as  the  head  of  the  Govenm««  y» 
tfnion,  upon  a  snl^eot  so  intcKstiDg  to  Hm* 
as  well  OS  to  her  raster  8tat«s  of  tte  Cwl* 
eraoy.  Thna,  lookkig  at  the  cam»** 
from  this  Government  to  the  Govwnort'll'* 
It  was  seen  that,  "without  the  ecrawwws 
the  two  Statea  of  Massoohusetti  sad  Iw 
(whose  rights  are  mora  immedialalr  «w» 
ed— both  having  an  interest  in  tht  Mil* 
one  of  them  in  the  joriadletioa  sad  tf"^ 
menO  the  doty  of  the  General  Gowm* 
will  be  to  adopt  no  new  course;  '^''i  JV* 
pltance  with  t«aty  stipulationiaDdiafew* 
ance  of  what  has  already  been  dow,  to  W« 
the  pending  negotiations  as  fast  si  ffr'\, 
that  "  the  Prwndent  thinks  it  a  higUj  ™^ 
object  to  prevent  the  delays  neewKil; » 
dent  to  any  settlfflnent  of  the  qnetfiai  j^ 
means,"  (negotiation  and  arbitrsticD  d  o* 
had  been  fomid  that  the  eipJorstion  m  "^ 
ioation  of  the  several  lines  o*™*''*'*^ 
of  three  years ; "  that  "  the  esiitingwi*^ 
■  making  snch  eiploratioo,  «"»'«» 
a  Stales,  hs»b«a«^ 
andaverTOooBtaaUfP** 
o  bedoos;''^:'^.* 


ing  SI 
ihority  of  the  United 


Joiot  Gommisdon  should  be  mwDtM 
through  the  same  work,  and  the  txami 
should  disagree,  (as  »  very  PT^l^ 
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Mble,  the  artntratora  might  find  It 
mibe  an  eiploration  and  surrey  ttaenuelvM, 
or  esDM  the  Mnie  to  be  done  hj  othera  of  thdr 
own  appointment ;  "  that  "  If  to  theae  oaoaes, 
oMtating  topoe^Miiafl  the  final  deoiaioii,  be  add- 
ed tbe  time  oeoeaaarf  to  nmKiiiit  arbltrstora, 
■nd  for  th«T  preparation  to  leave  Europe  for 
tbe  Mirlca,  and  the  Ttuiotis  retarding  inoidenta 
■Ivija  attaidiog  sooh  operationa,  seven  or 
dghl  years  oonatitote,  perhaps,  tbe  shortest 
period  witiiin  which  we  eaa  look  for  a  final 
nsult;"  that,  "in  the  mean  time,  great  ex- 
penseahave  beeninenrred,  and  flirtker  expenses 
«SDaot  be  avoided ;"  that  "it  is  well  known 
that  the  controverey  baa  bron^t  heavy  charges 
Dpon  Maine  herse^  to  the  remnneration  or 
proper  settlement  of  which  she  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  be  indifferent ;  "  that  "  the  e»lora' 
tion  by  the  OoTemment  of  the  United  8tat«e 
iiBS  already  coat  one  hnndred  thoosand  dollars ; 
aad  the  eharga  of  another  sainmer's  work  is  in 
praapcct ; "  tnat  "  these  fiieta  mar  be  safflclent 
to  form  a  probable  estimato  of  the  whole  ex- 
pense Ukdy  to  be  inourrred  before  the  oonb'o- 
versy  can  be  settled  by  arbitration ;  and  onr 
experience  adromiahea  ns  that  another  arbitra- 
tion mi^t  &il ;  "  that  "  tbe  opinion  of  this 
Govenunent  npon  the  jnatjoe  and  validity  of 
tbeAmericandlsim  has  been  expressed  aomany 
tinte^  that  a  repetition  of  that  <^i)don  is  not 
Bceessary ;  "  that  "  the  subject  is  a  subject  in 
dispute ; "  that  "  the  Government  has  agreed 
to  make  it  a  subject  of  reference  and  arbitra- 
ioa ;  and  it  most  flilfll  that  agreement,  nnless 
mother  mode  for  aettlfng  the  controversy 
tbonld  be  reeoited  to,  with  a  hope  of  speedier 
lecision; "  that "  the  Presldont  propoeee  that  the 
jov emmeata  of  Maine  and  MaasaohDaetta  ahonld 
severally  appoint  commiaaiMtna  empowered  to 
wafer  with  the  antborities  of  this  Ctovernment 
i|ran  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement, 
vith  its  tarma,  oonsiderationa,  and  eqnivalenta, 
nth  an  nnderatandlng  that  no  anon  line  be 
i^^ed  np<Hi  without  the  assent  of  snch  oom- 
nisnoaers;  "  that  "this  mode  of  proceeding, 
IT  some  other  which  shall  express  assent  M- 
forehand,  aeema  indispenaaUe,  if  any  negotia- 
ion  for  a  oonventjonal  line  is  to  be  had ;  dnoe, 
f  happily  a  treaty  ahonld  be  the  reanlt  of  a 
legotiation,  it  can  only  be  sahmitted  to  tbe 
^nato  of  the  United  States  for  ratification," 
ind  that  "  these  oonslderations,  in  addition  to 
he  importance  of  the  anbjeot,  and  a  finn  oon- 
iction  in  the  mind  of  the  Preaident  that  the 
nterests  of  both  conntriea,  aa  veil  aa  the  in- 
eresta  of  the  two  Btatea  more  immediately 
onoemed,  reqnires  a  prompt  efibrt  to  bring 
his  dispnte  to  an  end,  conatrun  him  to  express 
a  earnest  hope  that  yonr  Eicelleney  will  con- 
ene  the  Legislatnre  of  Hune,  and  submit  the 
abject  to  its  grave  and  candid  deliberation.'' 

It  cannot  be  unknown  to  the  Senate  and  to 
be  country,  that  Maine,  ever  uuce  ahe  became 

State,  1^  innated  npon  her  absoloto  and 
'erfect  right  to  all  the  territory  ddmed  by 
er;  and  thatsooh  ia  her  tight,  has  boenad- 
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mltted  and  proclaimed  by  all  departments  of 
the  General  Government  Uiune  nasnnifbrmly 
protested  against  her  right  being  brought  into 
Jeopardy  by  any  enbrnission  of  it  to  arbitration ; 
and  the  protest  of  the  lamented  Governor  Un- 
ooln,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of 
State,  and  published  by  order  of  CoDeresa,  prior 
to  tbe  Bubmission  to  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, will  long  be  cherished  by  the  citizens  of 
U^ne  as  a  noble  and  masterly  effort  of  a  patri- 
ot and  statesman  to  arreet  tbe  downward  conrae 
which  diplomacy  and  treatiea  had  given  to  oar 
once  certain  and  nndispated  tdtle,  and  ahonld 
have  prevented  the  anbmisslon  of  the  terri- 
torial rights  of  a  sovereign  State  to  the  arbitra- 
ment of  any  foreign  power.  Bnt,  nnfortnnately 
for  Maine,  and  I  think  for  the  nation,  the  refer- 
ence was  made;  and  we  all  know  the  result 
of  it— precisely  what  was  foretold ;  the  arbiter 
split  the  difference,  recommending  a  line  which 
he  thought  more  convenient,  and  giving  to 
Great  Britain  that  portion  of  the  temtory 
claimed  by  Uune  which  waa  neceesary  to  the 
direct  oonmiunication  between  tbe  Britiah 
provinces  of  Oanada  and  New  Bmnawick, 
That  award  or  reoommendation  waa  not  rati- 
fied by  this  Government ;  and  ftirther  eSbrta 
have  been  made  on  our  part  to  obtain  a  aettle- 
ment  of  tbe  line,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
1783 ;  bnt  the  British  Government  would  not 
treat  further  upon  that  bsMs,  nnless  our  Gov- 
ernment wonld  first  agree  to  certain  prelimi- 
naries, which  would  weaken,  If  not  destroy, 
our  claim.  And  now,tenyeBrsait«r  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  wss  r^ected, 
Maine  is  idd  by  this  General  Government,  to 
which  she  has  a  right  to  look  for  the  protection 
and  preservatJon  of  her  rights,  and  which  is 
bonnd  by  the  constitation  to  defend  her  in  the 
enjoyment  of  her  whole  territory,  that,  nnless 
she  will  anthoriKe  a  conventional  line,  her 
rights  mttfit  again  bo  subjected  to  tliejudpnent 
and  final  dispositioa  and  arbitrament  of  /cr- 
eifftiffri  /—that  seven  or  eight  years  is  the  least 
time  In  which  we  may  expect  a  decision  ;  and 
then  it  may  fail,  as  did  the  former  attempt  to 
settle  the  qneetion  by  arbitration  1 1 

In  tliis  oondition  of  things  It  was  tiiat  th« 
President  announced  to  the  Governor  of  Maine 
the  arrival  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  special,  with  full 
powers  from  his  eovereign  to  negotiate  and  set- 
tle all  matters  In  diaonsaion  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  that  that  minister  had  an- 
nounced that  he  was  aoQiorized  to  treat  for  a 
conventional  Une,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such 
terma  and  oonditions,  and  with  such  mutual 
considerations  and  equivalents,  as  may  be 
thonght Jnat  and  reasonable. 

The  Legislature  was  assembled,  and  tire 
Preudent's  views,  as  contiunod  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  were  submitted  to  it ; 
and  the  result  waa  the  following,  among  otiier 
preambles  and  resolutions,  viz : 

"  Whereas  the  QoTeranwniorthe  Fnlted  Slates, 
not  posuadog  the  ooostitntional  power  to  conelude 
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■ny  Buoh  negotlaUoD  withont  the  assent  of  Hftine, 
bss  inviled  tbe  GoTcrnineiit  of  ttiia  State  M  oo- 
operaCa  lo  a  certain  eilent  and  in  a  certaia  farm,  in 
an  endeavor  lo  termiuale  a  controTersj  of  so  loog 
duratinn.  Now,  considcrmg  the  premises,  and  be- 
lieitng  that  Ibe  people  of  the  United  States,  after 
having  already  naiiifegted  a  forbearance  honorable 
to  tbeir  character,  under  long-continned  vioUtions 
ot  their  rights  by  a  foreign  nation ;  and  though  not 
dispoMd  to  jdeld  to  unfounded  pretensions,  are  still 
wilung,  in  regard  to  the  proposal  now  made  bjr  tin 
Geoenl  OovemmeDt,  to  give  additional  eridoDce  to 
their  fdlow-cltizena  throughout  the  United  Btatei 
of  their  de^re  to  preaerre  the  peace  of  this  Union, 
bj  taking  measures  to  diieasa  and  oonolude,  if  pos- 
rible,  the  subject  in  conttovenj  in  a  manner  that 
will  secure  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State,  this 
Lesialaturc  adopts  the  follDwiug  reaolutions — with 
the  Dnderstanding,  however,  that,  in  the  event  of 
a  bilure  of  such  endeavor  toward  an  arrangement, 
no  proceedings  thereunder  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the  St«te 
•a  the;  have  been  herein  asserted  to  exist. 

"  Bewolntd,  That  there  shall  he  choeen,  bv  ballot, 
tn  convention  of  both  branches  of  the  Legnlatnre, 
four  peitons,  who  aro  hereby  appointed  commis- 
rioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  repair  to  the 
■eat  of  QoTerniDent  of  tiie  United  States,  and  to 
confer  with  the  authorities  of  that  Government 
toiKhing  a  conventional  line,  or  lino  by  agreement, 
between  the  SUtte  of  Maine  and  the  BHti^  prov- 
inces, having  regard  to  tbe  line  de^gnated  b^  the 
b«aty  of  IT83,  aa  uniformly  claimed  by  this  State, 
and  to  the  declarationB  and  tIcwb  expressed  in  tbe 
foregoing  preamble;  and  to  give  the  assent  of  this 
State  to  any  such  conventional  line,  with  such 
terms,  conditions,  considerations,  and  equivalents, 
u  they  shall  deem  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
Interests  of  tlie  State '.  with  the  onderstanding  that 
BO  Bueh  line  be  agreed  tipon  withoalthewMatmoiu 
assent  of  sueh  commisrionera. 

"  Jieiolvtd,  That  this  State  cannot  r^ard  the  re- 
lin^U/anetit  by  lA»  BritUh  OovtnutunI  of  a»m  elnun 
heretofoTe  advatiad bj/ilto  terrilory  iiubMMwUAM 


I  contideralion  or  t^ivaUnt  within  Iht  mtanuig 
of  thtte  molutionij' 

The  commisaloDers,  thns  aiH>oiDt«d  and  tiras 
anthorized,  came  bere  ia  iht  fond  bope  of  aid- 
ing the  General  QovemmeDt  in  settling  tbe 
long-pending  tai  irritating  qnestion  of  the 
Kortu-eastern  bonndarj*,  in  a  manner  booora- 
ble  to  botb  nations,  coosistent  witb  tbe  rights 
of  Unine,  and  promoting  tbe  oonvenienoe  of 
tbe  citizenfi  and  anbiects  of  botb  oonntriea. 
And  bow  were  tbose  fond  bopeg  blasted  1  The 
first  official  commuui  cation  in  reference  to  our 
boundary  Is  that  of  Lord  Asbburton,  of  31st 
Juno,  wherein  he  shadows  forth  the  line  of 
boundary  and  equiTslents  which  be  oama  all 
tbe  way  from  England,  aa  tbe  special  minister 
of  ber  Majesty,  to  offer  to  us  "  a  line  by  ngroo- 
mcnt,  on  sncb  terms  and  condition^  and  with 
sncb  mntual  considerations  und  equivaleota,  as 
may  be  (bought  Jnst  and  reasonable.''  And 
what  is  it  ?  To  anderatand  what  it  is,  we  mnst 
take  the  answer  of  tbe  commissioners  of  Uaine, 
of  29th  June,  in  oonnectionwith  his  Lordship's 
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letter;  and  it  will  be  leoi  that  Oh  k  the 
amonnt  of  it  ;^the  rim  St.  John,  hn  tht 
place  where  tbe  dne-north  linefnaittciHni- 
ment  at  the  sonrce  of  ibe  St,  Croii  lUkti  it, 
towMne  one  of  its  Bonrccs,  (mcamiigtheMiM 
near  the  head  water*  of  the  PeiMlMciit  i^ 
Keiinebeo,)witha  strip  on  the  loiithMiiifib 
BL  John,  to  inolddo  the  MadawaskassWwMK. 
and  to  extend  bma  the  Aroostoek  to  TiA  ffic- 
er,  ehall  be Um  boondarjr ;  aodthtt^halv 
and  prodnoe  of  the  foreats  trf  tbe  tribik; 
wat«is  of  the  8t^  John  dudl  be  recrind  AmIt, 
withont  dntj,  and  dealt  with  in  eiwy  rM 
like  tbe  name  arttolea  in  Qw  pratiDce  of  m 
Bmnawf^is  theeqaiTalentll  I&otbetwth 
bis  Lorddiip  propoaea  to  take  from  lUiuikM 
,/!m  tmllMfw  of  Borea  of  her  tenitocy,  nd  b 
oompeasM«  ber  therefor  by  alloiniig  tbi  t)» 
ber  of  the  foreeta  of  the  tribntazy  watva  rftk 
6L  John  to  be  receired  freely  and  witbtnttej 
at  the  city  of  St  John's — thor  mafk<(-Bd 
dealt  with  in  erery  respect  like  their  fniw, 
tbereby  aeonring  a  trade  qnite  as  importsit  ai 
benefleial  to  theirprorinceaas  tolune;  Kr. 
Preeident,  I  was  ^ad  to  see  that  tlus  pftfat- 
tion,  ao  o^ost  in llaeU^  sad  so  inmhitfto  ib 
people  of  jC^ne,  was  promptly  r^ected  1?  w 
oommiBdonen ;  and  my  re^«t  it,  tint  ib^ 
did  not  content  themselvea  with  iattj  *■ 
nonndng  that  fact.  I  feel  cmfident  Ihit  ik; 
would  have  bera  JDitJfled  in  BO  doiii^  sal  «l< 
by  the  Legislature  and  people  of  Min^  W  ^ 
the  nation.  MMeeapeoiall;^  aos  wbakafr 
closed  in  that  same  commonicatioB  itf  Ah  "^ 
"  that  they  hare  been  asaored  that  hri  U- 
bmton  is  restrained  by  hia  inatraeliiH  b« 
yielding  the  island  of  Orand  Man, «  ■? 
other  of  tbe  islands  in  Fasaamaqnoddf  Bi;>  ^ 
even  any  portion  of  the  narrow  lUv  of  teii 
tory  which  Ilea  between  thedne-nocuSuIrc 
the  Bonrce  of  the  St.  Oroix  and  tbe  SLidi' 
Biver,  above  Eel  Biver,  (so  called,)  laut^ 
nlent  for  any  portion  of  the  terrilciy  (bw 
by  Uaine  aa  within  bar  bonndarisil''  ^ 
strained  by  his  iustroctionBl  Tbj,  nt,i* 
not  the  Cfovemor  of  Uaine  Mnrcd  bf  tk 
Preddent  that  Lord  Asbbnrtoa,  •  na* 
plenipotentiary  and  sfMdal,  had  Mm 
oharged  with  foil  powera  from  U*  Knwtip^ 
negotiate  tad  settle  all  matters  in  cwitfato?| 
And  that  he  (Lord  Aahburton)  had  cffW 
annoitnced  to  this  GoTemmeot,  tbst,  in  t^ 
to  the  boimdary  question,  he  bad  sntbonn^ 
treat  for  a  conventional  line,  with  radi  m** 
considerations  and  eqairalents  ai  int^bt  M 
thonght  jnat  and  eqoitablet  Fnrtlter,Hi.*' 
not  trae,  as  has  been  stated  by  man;,  tl)^ 
Legislotnroof  Uidne  werereatniaad  fimW' 
ing  tbe  powers  of  their  oommissioBmbf'^ 
resentations,  from  here,  tliat  Lord  JUitoK 


Aitl  powers  t 

If  the  commiHSioi 
upon  learning  the 
propoaed  by  Lord 


having  full  powers  might  olject  to  ''''''''^J: 
all  with  commiauoners  not  pomettaf  »9*P 

on  the  partrfJf^ 
ndary  and  equi'^i^ 
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cially  opoD  fiodmg  that  he  iru  restr^ned  by 
iDstracUont— bad  ociiitertt«d  tfaenuelvas  wiUi 
r^eottng  Uia  proposition  of  Lord  Asbboiton, 
(u  Ihej  Tery  properly  did,)  wo  would  not  ha*e 
had  sueli  b  trMtf  n  that  now  under  oonwder- . 
■tioQ  to  aot  upon.  Lord  Aahbnrton  most  have 
bwD  rtliased  fraca  the  reMrslnt  impoaed  upon 
IiiiD  by  iostmotum*,  or  have  suffered  the  nego- 
tiation to  tennintienponhispropoaiUon;  whioh 
the  oatloiiwoDld  appWd  the  commiBsionera  of 
lUioe  for  r^M^ing.  Bnt  it  wm  not  ao.  The 
oommiMiaDeia  wer«  nnvilUog  to  for^o  aaj 
nwQoMa  dumoa  of  B4}<uting  a  oontrovenjr 
M  lon^  pendingi  and  m>  vexatknu  to  th«  people 
of  lUuM ;  theTknew  that  the  Genwal  Qovem- 
ment,  tlie  State  Qovenunents,  the  nation  itself; 
were  oil  desirone  that  the  qneation  ahonld  be 
Httled ;  and,  If  not  tettled,  throiuh  auj  fonlt 
or  obatlaaof  on  thrir  part,  tint  Maine  would 
itand  woree  than  ever  upon  this  all  intereeting 
gnestion,  at  home  and  abroad;  hence  their 
wnnter  proposition  to  Lord  AshburtoiL  more 
Iboral,  and  yielding  wore  fbr  peace  and  good 
wighborhood  than  could  have  l>e«i  anUoip^ed 
IT  the  people  or  b;  the  Legialatnre  of  Uune : 
bat  waa  rejected ;  and  l^ere  the  snbjeot  would 
lave  rested,  bnt  for  the  renewed  efforts  by  the 
lenenU  Qovemment  itself;  whereby  the  line 
ind  eqaivolenta  mentioned  in  tliQ  treaty  now 
loder  oonslderUion,  were  presented  to  the 
ioinmissionera  with  the  ftdlowiog  remarks: 
"TfaelinesaffgsttadiiritlilhecoinpenMtioiu  uid 

Sulvkleoti  irhioh  have  been  stated,  ii  now  sab- 
Uedforyonr  condderatlDn.  That ItUall which 
nigbt  have  bean  hoped  for,  looking  to  (he  slreagth 
it  the  Ameiieao  claim,  can  hardly  be  said.  But, 
■a  the  BGttleiaeiit  of  acoDtrOTcray  of  aacb  duratioa 
a  a  matter  of  high  importance ;  as  oquiTalenta  of 
udoubted  value  are  offered ;  as  locger  poatpone- 
ncnt  and  dcU;  would  lead  to  further  Inconvenience, 
ind  to  tbe  Incurring  of  further  eipeoses ;  sad  as 
30  better  occadon — or,  perhapa,  any  other  occa- 
lion — far  settUcg  the  boundary  by  agreement,  or 
m  the  principle  of  eqidvalenta.  Is  ever  Hkely  to 
preient  itseJf,  tbe  Oovemment  of  the  United  Statea 
uepes  that  tbe  commlaslanera  of  die  two  Statea  wDl 
hid  it  to  be  eoo^Jtent  wltli  their  duty  to  asMot  to 
ihe  line  proposed,  and  to  the  terms  ud  oondiUoaB 
tttendini  the  praposittoB. 

"ThePremdmthMMtthe  deepest  anxiety  for 
the  amicable  settlement  of  the  question,  In  a  man- 
ner honorable  to  the  country,  and  such  aa  should 
preserve  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Stales  con- 
:emed.  From  the  moment  of  the  announcement 
9f  Lord  Ashburton'a  misuon,  he  has  ledulousty  en- 
Jeavored  to  pursue  a  counw  the  most  respectful 
towarda  the  Statet,  and  tbe  most  useful  to  their 
iutereits,  as  well  as  most  becomlngto tbe  dignity 
ind  chancier  of  tbe  Ooremment.  He  *U1  be  hap- 
py if  the  retnit  ihall  be  such  as  shall  sattafy  Maine 
ind  Vassoebosetts,  sa  well  as  the  rest  of  the  conn- 
try.  With  Oaee  santlmenia  on  the  part  of  Ihe 
Preudeot,  and  with  tbe  cvimetion  that  im  sure  ai- 
iiantaytoH$  iaia<ywi«n<  can  be  made,  the  sntfjeet  Is 
DOW  referred  to  the  grave  deliberaUon  of  tbe  oon- 


Ah  I    no  bttter  oecasion,  and  perhaps  my 
other  ocoauon  for  aettUos  tho  bonndaiT  In- 


agreement  is  ever  likely  to  present  itself,  and 
with  the  conviction  that  no  more  advontageons 
arrangement  can  be  mode,  tlio  sobject  is  refer- 
red to  the  grave  deliberaUon  of  the  commis- 
sioners.  Bj  whom  t  By  tlie  President  anJd 
that  Government  which  is  bound  by  the  oon- 
Btitation  to  protect  Uaine  in  all  her  rights,  and 
without  whoso  protection  it  b  vain  for  any 
Btato  to  contend  with  a  foreign  Govemmeat, 
however  Just  and  well  fotmded  be  her  claim, 
Thos  abandoned  and  tbna  admonished  by  tbe 
only  power  to  whiob  Maine  ooold  look  for  the 
mafntenanoe  and  eatablishment  of  faer  Just 
rights,  it  is  said  tbat  she  has  aseented  to  the  hoe ; 
and  hwoe,  tiiat  wa  are  called  npon  merely 
to  ratify  and  confirm  what  has  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  parties  immediately  interested  in  the 
oontroversy.  Not  exactly  so.  Massachnsetts, 
owning  a  moiety  of  tbe  acres  surrendered,  is 
satisfied  with  the  price  to  be  paid  for  those 
acres;  bnt  the  oommissioners  of  Uaioe,  now 
abandoned  by  her  oo-proprictor  of  the  soil,  and 
by  tbe  General  Qovemmant,  which  is  bonnd  to 
protect  her  rights,  are  left  to  tbe  grave  consid- 
eration of  the  terms  proposed  by  onr  own 
Govemment,  under  tbe  assurance  that  no  bet- 
ter, and,  perhaps,  no  other  occamon  for  settling 
the  bonndary  by  agreement  i*  ever  likdy  to 
present  ibielf ;  and  with  tbe  oonviotion  that  do 
more  advantageous  arrangement  can  be  made. 


[Tbe  letter  of  the  Commiaiionera  of  July  29  was 
here  read.] 

This  is  ^e  assent  (if  assent  it  may  be  called) 
which  is  to  antborize  and  indnoe  the  Senate 
to  ratify  the  treaty.  What  is  it(  A  clear, 
strong,  and  oonvincing  argument  aguost  sub- 
mitting to  the  terms  proposed ;  and  concluding  . 
that,  if  the  ddiberttte  oon^ctJon  of  her  sister 
BtMes  shall  pronoonoe  the  pn^Kised  bnundai; 
and  eotiiralente  aa  honorable  and  expedient, 
even  if  that  jndgment  shall  lead  to  a  surrender 
of  a  pmrtioQ  of  tbe  birthright  of  the  people  of 
Hune,  the  commissioners  have  determined  to 
overoome  their  obleotions  to  the  propoeal,  so 
fkr  as  to  say  that  if,  upon  mature  con  daeration, 
the  Benato  of  the  United  States  shall  advise  and 
conaeDt  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  upon 
those  terms  and  conditions,  they  ^ve  the  assent 
of  U^ne  thereto.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  well 
pleased  with  this  mode  of  doing  badness.  I 
would  have  preferred  that  our  commissioners 
had  agreed  or  disagreed  to  the  line  and  terms 
proposed.  Tbe  Legislatnre  intrusted  tAsm  with 
that  power ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  L^islatnre  would  hare  aathonzed 
tlkem  to  refer  to  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States 
tlie  power  to  make  a  new  line  of  boundary  and 
to  fix  the  equivalents.  We  know  the  Legisla- 
tore  did  not  so  authorise  tbem ;  but,  on  tho 
oontrary,  reqaired  the  ttnonttn^iM  consent  of  all 
tho  oommlsnooets  to  any  line  which  should  be 
agreed  npon;  and  expressly  declared  that  it 
oould  not  regard  the  rtlmjuUkmtiU  by  the 
British  Qovenunent  of  any  claim  heretofore 
odvanoed  bf  it  to  any  territory  within  the 
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the  part  of  Maine !  If  t!io  Seoote,  upon  mature 
ooiuideration,  Bhnll  advise  and  consent  to  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  opon  the  terms  and 
conditions  therein  contained ; — in  other  word& 
if  the  Senate  ahall  pronounce  it  honorable  and 
expedient  that  Maine  sball  snrreDder  a  portion 
Wnerbtrtlirig^t  npon  the  termsand  conditiooa 
named — then,  and  then  only,  joa  have  the 
assent  of  Maine  to  the  aacrifloe,  for  the  publio 
good.  For  one,  I  cannot  do  it.  Mj  own  con- 
TictioDH  of  the  perfect  right  of  Maine  to  all  the 
dispnted  territory,  forbid  it.  I  would  go  far, 
Teiy  for,  to  conipromitie  thin  dispnte  npon  hon- 
orable terms ;  and  I  woald  not  be  partlcnlar 
asto  thevalneof  eqaivBlents.  But  I  hold  that 
Great  Brit^  has  contignoua  territory,  con- 
venient to  OS,  which  she  might  and  ought  to 
give  in  exchange  for  the  territory  belon^ng 
to  OS,  which  she  eo  mach  needs,  and  ought  to 
have,  for  a  juat  equivalent.  This  treaty  does 
not  acoompfish,  furly,  either  object — it  gives 
to  Great  Britain  more  than  ia  neceossry,  and 
wiUihoIds  from  Maine  what  she  oaght  to  ae- 

Bnt,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  insenidble  that 
this  qaestion  of  onr  North-eaatem  boundary 
has  been  suffered,  most  nnnecessarily,  to  be 
brought  into  dispute  and  controTenj.  By  the 
treaty  of  1TB8,  and  the  sabseqnent  determina- 
tion of  what  river  waa  intended  as  the  St. 
Oroiz,  onr  line  of  boundary  was  plain,  praotioa- 
Me,  and  perfect;  it  was  IdentLoat  with  the 
established  lines  of  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia — fixed  and  determined 
by  the  proclamation  of  IT03.  and  b;  an  act  of 
Parliament  in  1774.  On  a  former  occasion  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  tny  views 
npon  this  queation ;  others  did  (he  same ;  and 
I  will  nowonlyrefer  to  the  able  eipoeition  and 
vindication  of  the  right  of  Maine  to  the  whole 
of  the  territory  claimed  by  her,  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tiona,  and  to  one  of  the  resolutions  adapted 
unanimously  by  the  Senate  on  that  ocoarion,  in 
the  following  words : 

'^Jifolmd,  Thtt  liter  careful  eiBndDatlon  tnd 
deliberate  conaidenitien  of  tbe  whole  coatrareny 
between  the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain,  relat- 
ing lo  tbe  North-euteni  boundary  of  the  former, 
(he  Senate  does  net  eutertun  a  doubt  of  tl>e  entire 
pracUcability  of  nmeing  and  markloK  that  boua- 
darj  in  strict  confbnaity  iritb  the  stipoJations  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  IT68 ;  and  it  enter- 
(ainsa  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  and  validity 
oi  the  title  of  the  Veited  States  to  tbe  full  extent 
of  all  tbe  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two 

My  r^ret  ie,  that  Congress  did  not  then  an- 
thonz«  and  direct  the  running  and  marking 
that  line  aooording  to  tlie  tenns  of  the  treaty 
of  1783,  aa  pn^>oeed  by  the  bill  which  I  then 
prwented.    If  that  had  tlien  been  iom,  we 


would  have  escaped  the  expense  sad  kuri  d 
the  Aroostook  war,  the  disgrace  of  Wiig  s 

Krtion  of  onr  territory  adMd  sad  amiU 
the  military  power  of  Great  BritaiD,  ud  flu 
<  unwelcome  task  of  deciding  upcm  tiw  promi 
treaty — which  sanctions  toe  squat  pretoiMB 
of  the  British  Government  to  a  portioa  <( 
the  fmita  of  onr  glorious  etnig^  fin-  imkptsi- 

I  will  not  tax  the  patience  of  the  fiemtivitk 
a  reoapitnlation  of  the  merits  of  our  claim  » 
the  whole  of  the  disputed  territoiy.  SaSice  'i 
to  say,  that  the  treaty  which  aaaerts  onr  iiiie- 
pendence  as  a  nation,  gives  it  to  us ;  ind  tiitf 
the  nation  recognizes  it.  Still,  it  has  bm  nf- 
fered  to  be  bron^t  into  controrersy,  tti  k 
now  disputed  by  a  great  and  powcafnl  nligL 
Unfortunately  for  ua,  at  the  treaty  of  Gbal, 
in  ISli,  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  McA 
n<^otiaton  to  modify  or  cary  tbellDedcaaM 
in  the  treaty  of  1?83,  to  as  to  pn  to  GM 
Britain  a  convenient  and  direct  conmiiiDiaiioB 
between  the  province  of  Canada  anil  Xn 
Brunswick,  was  suffered  to  ripen  into  inu^ 
of  that  treaty,  which  provided  for  tha  iwut 
and  mortdng  that  line;  and,  in  case  tba  n* 
mitsiooera  to  be  appointed  to  that  aerTiwrtiodl 
disagree,  they  were  to  report  the  gnuadt  tf 
snch  disagreement  to  thefa-  reqteetive  Gorot- 
ments ;  and  thereupon  the  qneetion  aboaU  k> 
submitted  to  on  arbiter,  to  aetwrnitte  npa  Ik 
points  of  disagreement.  A  very  Hmpe  vJ 
mnooent  article  in  ^pearonee,  but  a  sM  M 
one  in  its  oonseqnenoes  I  From  thii  spnag 
tbe  submission  to  the  King  of  the  NdlMlaid^ 
his  award,  and  its  rejeotioa — sabNqKni  at- 
tempts  at  n^^tiation  osd  the  treaty  novante 
consideration ;  and,  if  this  treaty  be  t^trtcj, 
onothor  reference  to  arbitrators,  to  be  sAoii 


of  1788,  has  been  saff^^  by  dipion: 
treaties,  to  be  broogbt  into  donbt  and  oxin- 
versy,  and  has  been  agreed  to  he  made  <^ 
sulgect  of  arbitraticm  I  Thia  ia  the  ttitrm 
nuHt  which  has  stood,  and  y«t  ranaim,  in  tk 
w^  of  all  onr  efforte  to  obtun  pcMenw  d 
our  entire  territory ;  to  expel  k  fimgn  povB 
from  its  militaiy  possesion  of  port  of  i>:  > 
assert  and  molntam  the  rights  and  homH'of^ 
nation ;  and  is  now  held  up  to  us  is  the  o^ 
alternative,  if  we  reject  this  treaty.  TbBli 
to  be  done,  under  such  circnnutancei,  1 1^ 
is  a  qaestion  of  difficulty.  If  there  be  nt  ^ 
of  escaping  the  obligaticm  of  again  nbnitii^ 
the  qaestion  to  a  foreign  arbiter,  tbe  nsah  " 
the  former  Babmisrico  should  adnMB>«l>  ^  " 
avoid  the  repetition  of  that  mode  of  ohiuat 
our  just  rights;  and  the  present  arraDj^** 
may  be  betl«r  thoti  to  hazard  the  leu,  b*  b- 
other  referenoe,  of  the  whole  dispnted  lgn|^ 
ion  with  my  ooDsdtaenti^  I  detno" 
another  reference  to  foreigners,  or  arbtoKW 
appointed  by  fordgn  powers,  and  pnM 
■       it    Wehaveahreedyfiilfilled  tha<^ 


agsdnst i 
nutioiu 


of  the  twa^  of  Ghait,  J^  rrfwing  ih 
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|QMtion  to  an  arbiter.  It  failed  to  settle  tlie 
aotroversj.  The  Britlah  Qovemmeot  have 
Dslated  that  another  reference  woold  be  nna- 
^uling.  I  am  willing  to  take  them  at  their 
rord;  and  would  submit  to  the  Senate  whether, 
inder  all  the  circamsttuieee  of  the  cose,  the 
Lonor  and  dntj  of  the  nation  will  not  be  better 
uaiataiDed  bf_  falling  bock  apon  onr  ori^nal 
leoraad  certain  right  under  tne  treatjof  ITSt, 
han  by  ratifying  the  prcitcnt  treaty,  or  eanc- 
ioning  another  reference,  as  Indicated  by  the 
^resident's  declaration    to  the  Governor  of 

I  cannot  agree  to  the  ratifloation  of  the 
irescnt  trea^.  It  U  m^nst  to  Uaine,  and.  In 
aj  jodgment,  diBhonorable  to  the  nation.  I 
lo  not  desire  another  arbitration,  which  maj 
«  more  rainons  to  Maine  than  the  present  ar- 
ang^ment.  I  have  no  oontidonoe  in  further 
legotiation.  What  we  have  had,  has  greatlj 
reakened  oar  once  perfect  title;  and  I  see  no 
<ther  way  of  getting  our  right  as  a  nation,  and 
■erforming  onr  high  obltga^on  to  one  of  the 
Itatea  of  the  TTuion,  than  by  taktns  posses- 
ion ot  what  belongs  to  ns,  and  holding  It. 
a  raclt  a  conrse,  we  will  have  right  and 
tistice  on  oar  side.  If  others  interfere  with 
9,  it  mast  be  in  their  own  wrong.  With 
hese  views,  I  send  to  the  Chair  the  foUqwlng 
esolntion ;  and  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its 
idoption : 

Sttolrtd,  That  the  treaty  and  documents  noir  un- 
Ivr  conBEdcnlion,  be  recommllted  to  the  Commit- 
<:e  on  Foreign  Relations,  with  InatructtoDS  to  report 
1  resolution  dirM^ii;;  the  Prendvnt  of  the  timted 
itaCes  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the  disputed 
lerritOTT,  and  lo  report  snch  contingent  measnnw 
IS,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  .         •  .  ■ 

ibe  Jnat  right  of  the  nsUon. 

Ur.  Oalhoux  said  that  his  obfect  In  rising 
wu  not  to  advocate  or  oppose  toe  treaty,  hot 
limply  to  state  tlie  reasons  that  wonld  govern 
him  in  voting  for  it«  raKfication.  The  qnes- 
Qon,  according  to  his  conception,  was  not 
whether  it  was  alt  we  conid  desire,  or  whether 
it  was  liable  to  this  or  that  objection  ■  bnt 
whether  it  was  sach  a  one  that,  tinder  all  the 
inrcnmstances  of  the  case,  it  wonld  be  most 
iidviaahle  to  adopt  or  reject.  Thus  regarded, 
it  was  his  intention  to  stat«  fiiirly  the  reasons 
in  favor  of  and  against  Its  ratification;  and  to 
assign  to  each  its  proper  weight,  begiinning 
with  tho  portion  relating  lo  the  North-eastern 
bonndary,  the  setdement  of  which  was  the 
immediate  and  prominent  oliject  of  the  n^otia- 

He  was  one  of  fliose  who  hod  not  the  slight- 
est donbt  that  the  bonndary  for  which  the 
State  of  Maine  oontended  was  the  true  one,  as 
established  by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1788; 
U)d  had  aocordin^y  so  recorded  hia  vote,  after 
a  deliberate  investigation  of  the  subject  But, 
■IthoQgh  such  was  his  opinion,  fae  did  not 
doubt  at  the  time  that  the  bonndary  oonid  otily 
ho  settled  by  a  conipramlse  line.  We  had 
Admitted  it  to  bo  donbtftil  at  au  ettriy  pwiod 


dorbg  the  administration  of  Washington ;  and 
more  recently  and  explicitly,  by  stipulating  to 
submit  it  to  the  arbitration  of  a  Hendly  power, 
by  the  trea^  of  Ghent.  Hie  doubt,  thoe  ad- 
mitted on  our  part  to  exist,  bad  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  award  of  tho  King  oif 
Holland,  who  had  been  mntually  selected  as 
the  arbiter  binder  the  treaty.  So  strong,  in- 
deed, was  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  impression  that  the 
diepnte  oonld  only  be  settled  by  a  oompromiso 
or  conventional  Une,  that  he  s^d  to  a  friend 
in  the  then  Cabinet,  (when  an  appropri^on 
was  made  a  fow  years  fdnoe  for  a  speoial  mis- 
sion to  be  sent  to  England  on  the  subject  of 
the  bonndary,  and  his  name,  among  others, 
was  mentioaed  for  the  place,)  that  the  qnei- 
tion  oooldonly  be  settled  by  a  oompromise; 
and  fbr  that  purpose,  some  distingoielied  citi- 
zen of  the  eectioD  ongtit  to  be  selected ;  and 
neither  he,  nor  any  other  Southern  moo,  ought 
to  be  thonght  of.  With  these  previous  impres- 
sions, he  was  prepared,  when  the  negotiation 
opened,  to  expect,  if  it  suooeeded  in  sdjasting 
the  difflenlty,  H  would  be  (as  it  has  been)  on  a 
oompromise  line.  Notwithstanding,  when  It 
was  flrat  announced  that  the  line  agreed  on 
indnded  a  considerable  portion  of  the  territory 
Mng  to  the  west  of  the  line  awarded  by  the 
^ng  of  Holland,  be  woe  inorednlons,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  strongly  agtuust  it.  His  first 
ImpreBsion  was,  perhaps,  the  more  strongly 
against  it,  fivm  the  fiict  that  he  had  fixed  on 
the  river  Bt.  John,  tnm  the  month  of  the  Eel 
River,  taking  the  St.  Francis  branch  (the  one 
selected  by  the  King  of  Holland)  as  the  mn- 
tnal  and  proper  compromise  bonndary,  inclnd- 
log  in  our  limits  all  the  portion  of  the  disputed 
twritory  lying  north  of  Eel  River,  and  west  and 
sonth  of  the  St.  John,  above  its  junction;  and 
aU  the  other  within  that  of  Great  Britain.  On 
a  little  reflection,  however,  he  resolved  not  to 
form  hia  opinion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  treaty  on  rmnor  or  Impferl^t  Information ; 
bnt  to  wait  until  the  whole  subject  was  brought 
before  the  Senate  ofBcially,  and  then  to  make 
It  np  on  fall  knowledge  of  oil  the  fkcts  and 
droumstanees  after  deliberate  and  matnred  re^ 
Section ;  and  that  he  had  done  with  tlie  utmost 
care  and  Impartiality.  What  he  now  proposed 
was,  to  give  the  result,  with  the  reasons  on 
which  it  rests,  and  which  wonld  govern  hia 
vote  on  the  ratification. 

He  stjn  believed  that  the  boundary  whidi 
he  had  fixed  in  his  own  mind,  was  the  natural 
and  proper  one ;  bnt,  as  that  conld  not  be 
obt^nod,  the  qnestion  for  them  to  decide 
was.  Are  the  objections  to  the  boundary  as 
actofllly  agreed  on  and  the  stipnlatiooe  con- 
nected with  it,  such  as  ought  to  cause  its  re- 
jection t  In  deciding  It,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  as  fkr  as  this  portion  of  the  boundary 
is  oone«med,  it  is  a  question  beloi^ng  much 
more  to  the  State  of  Ifaine  than  to  the  Union. 
It  Is,  in  truth,  bnt  the  bonndary  of  tiMt  State; 
and  it  makes  a  part  of  the  boundary  of  the 
Doited  States,  only  by  Mug  Ute  extwiop 
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boDDdaiT  of  one  of  the  BtstM  of  onr  Federal 
Union,  It  is  her  sovereigntr  uid  Bofl  Oxti  are 
in  dispute,  except  the  portion  of  the  latter  that 
etiil  remains  in  Uawaobiiaetts;  aad  it  belongs 
in  the  flnt  place  to  her,  and  to  Maaaaohnaetta, 
ta  far  aa  her  right  of  soil  is  inTolved,  to  ear 
That  their  ri^ta  and  interests  are;  and  what  b 
required  to  be  done.  The  rest  of  the  Union  is 
bound  to  d^^d  them  in  their  Jtut  didm; 
and  to  assent  to  what  thej  ma^  be  willing  to 
aatent  to  io  settling  the  daiin  In  contest,  if  there 
aboold  be  nothing  in  it  inoonristent  with  Qm 
Interest,  honor,  or  safetj  c^  the  rest  of  the 
Union.  It  is  so  that  the  controverar  has  evw 
I>een  regarded.  It  is  well  known  that  Presi- 
dent Jackson  would  readily  hate  u;reed  to  the 
award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  had  not  ll^ne 
Directed;  and  that  to  overcome  her  ot^jection, 
he  was  prepared  to  recomraeod  to  Congress  to 
cive  her,  in  order  to  get  her  oonsent,  one  mil- 
uon  of  Bores  of  the  public  domain,  worth,  at 
the  minimnm  pricey  a  million  and  a  qnarter 
ofdf^arB.  The  easels  now  reversed.  IC^ne 
and  Haasachnsetta  have  both  aasented  to  the 
■tlpnlatioua  of  the  treaty,  as  &r  as  the  qnestion 
of  the  bonndarjr  affbotn  their  pecnliar  intereat, 
through  oommiSBicmers  vested  wiUi  fbll  powers 
to  repreaent  them ;  and  the  qneation  for  ns  to 
dedde  is,  Shall  we  rrieot  that  to  which  thej 
bare  assented!  Shall  the  Government,  after 
reftiaing  to  agree  to  the  award  of  the  King 
of  Holland,  because  Maine  ol:{)ected,  now  re- 


sented t  There  may,  indeed,  be  reasons  strong 
enough  to  authorize  sngh  a  coarse ;  but  Uiej 
most  be  snob  as  will  go  to  prove  that  we  can- 
not ^re  onr  assent  condstentlj  vith  the  inter- 
esia,  the  honor,  or  the  aafe^  of  the  UdI(«l 
Thi^  has  not  been  done ;  and,  he  wonld  add,  if 
there  be  any  sneh,  he  baa  not  been  able 
detect  them. 

It  ha^  indeed,  been  aaid  that  the  assent  of 
Maine  wax  coerced.  Bbe  oert^nly  desired  to 
obtain  a  more  farorabla  boundarj ;  bat  when 
the  alternative  was  presented  of  another  refer- 
ence to  arbitration  she  wdred  her  olgectJon, 
as  far  OS  site  was  individoallj  oouoemed,  rather 
than  incur  the  risk,  delay,  vncertaintr,  and 
vexation  of  another  sobmineion  of  her  claims  to 
ai^itration;  and  left  it  to  the  Senate,  the  con- 
■titnted  authoritj  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
to  dedde  on  the  general  merits  of  the  treaty, 
aaltrdates  to  the  whole  Union.  In  so  doing, 
ibe  has,  in  his  opinion,  acted  wisely  and 
pabriotioally — wisely  for  herself,  and  patriotl- 
oally  in  reareDoe  to  the  rest  of  the  Union. 
Bhe  baa  not  got,  indeed,  all  she  desired,  and 
has  eren  hnl  territory,  if  the  treaty  be  com- 
parad  with  the  award  of  the  King  OT  Holland: 
but  as  an  offset,  that  which  she  luu  loct  is  of 
little  valne.  while  that  which  she  retina  has 
been  greatly  inoreased  !n  rshw  by  the  stipnla- 
tloos  contained  in  the  treaty.  The  whcde 
amount  lost,  is  atioat  half  a  million  of  aorea. 
It  Uaa  along  tlM  eastern  slope  rf  the  highlaoda 


acknowledged  to  be  of  little  viIh  ft 
timber,  or  any  thing  else— a  sterile  nftos,  in 
severe,  inbospital)le  oiitne.     Agilut  tlutlen, 

she   has  a      ■    >  ■•        ■  ■ 

rirer  St  J 
downtheti 

ticms  of  the  extensive  well-timbered,  as  . 
as  a  whole,  not  a  aterile  porttofl  itf  the  Suu 
that  lies  on  her  ride  of  the  boaouorttutrin 
and  Ita  tribntaries.  Bat  that  is  notilL  Sb 
alflo  guna  what  is  vastly  mora  nlubl^-tti 
right  to  ship  them  on  the  same  teras  m  ttb 
nuil  prodnotions  of  Great  Britun  andbero))' 
nial  posseesions.  These  great  anl  inpartnt 
advantages  will  probably  donfale  Uw  ti1b>  tl 
that  extensive  r^on,  and  make  it  ou  ifOi 
most  popnloos  and  flooiiBinng  porlHn  i 
the  State.  Estimated  by  a  mere  ampi 
standard,  these  advantages  are  wwth,  b«  fiU 
sappose,  all  the  rest  of  the  terrUorj  dmri 
by  Maine  withont  tham.  If  to  thii  k  atU 
the  snm  of  abont  (800.000,  to  be  p^tatbr 
the  ezpeDse  of  d^en^g  the  ienHajM 
tS0O,DO0  to  her  and  Massachnsatts  b  ifi 
mi^etiee,  la  conaeqnence  of  thai  SMCDt  ttit 
boundary,  and  the  eqttiraloits  iteHn4  * 
mart  be  i^parent  that  Haino  has  nol  m&i 
bad  exoliange  in  aooepting  the  tnUj, »  «» 
pared  with  the  award,  as  far  as  bcr  HfMi 
mt«reat  is  conoemed.  Bat  be  that  uitrnt. 
she  is  the  rightful  jadge  of  her  own  tiMn: 
and  her  assent  is  a  sufficient  groondferMr 
assent,  provided  that  to  which  ^e  hM  masd 
doee  not  involTe  too  great  a  sacnte  (s  tk 
part  of  the  rest  of  the  Unimi,  nor  Oa  ka« 
or  safety.  So  fariVom  that,  as  famthtR' 
of  the  Union  is  oonoeraed,  tlie  saorifiNs  awL 
and  the  gdn  great.  They  are  andcr  «!■ 
ooQslitnttonal  obligatioiiB  to  defaid  Vm,  * 
one  of  the  memltera  of  the  Union,  agsbul  ** 
sion ;  saA  to  protect  her  territory,  cMt  <b0 ' 
may,  and  at  erery  hazard.  The  po«r.  «i* 
ing  what  she  contended  to  Im  her^ >■  ■*■* 
the  greetAit,  if  not  the  greatest  on  esnk  vt 
diapnto  is  of  long  standing,  and  of  adunv 
dlfflcolt  to  be  ^jnrted^  and,  bowerti  <k» 
the  right  ofUune  may  be  regarded  tBik» 
straot,  it  has  been  made  doohthl,  io  ca» 
qnence  of  admisMons,  for  whkh  the  GovA 
ment  of  the  Union  is  responsible.  T«tani<^ 
snob  a  controversy,  irith  the  SNcnt  m  ° 
party  immediately  Intereated,  bf  PV'^Jf' 
small  snm  of  hall  a  million— of  wUdi  *  If 
part  (say  $800,000)  Is  nnonestiooaUT  w| 
Maine,  and  woold  have  to  be  pud  to  Ht™ 
out  the  treaty— is,  Indeed,  a  small  mawtti 
fortunate  deliverance.  Freridest  Jaokaa  «• 
willing  lo  aUow  her,  as  has  bteo  ststeiaf 
than  twice  as  mndi  tor  her  aMit  U  <■ 
award;  and,  to  doing  ao,  be  i^**^*^ 
dom,  whatever  might  have  beta  tbosgn^' 
at  the  time.  Those,  at  least^  who  t^ 
tiie  treaty,  will  not  charge  him  «itb  ^ 
willuig  to  saoiieoe  theinterwtand  b<w«jf* 
Union,  in  making  the  offer,  aDdyottnefMr 
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tretty  doM,  by  ImpTieaUon,  sn^eot  ^hat  ho 
ITU  rcadr  to  do  to  ft  rimilar  one. 

Botitli  t^tluit  theterrltoiy  which  Eng- 
land voold  aeqnire  bnood  the  boondaiy  of 
the  awarded  Um  wtnii  gfeatif  atreogthen  her 
^Dtier,  and  wtakea  onn;  and  wo^  there- 
ij  endanger  tbe  uMj  of  the  eonntt7  in  that 
juarter.  He  did  not  profese  to  bo  deeply 
reraed  in  mDitary  sdenoe  ;  bnt,  aoeording  to 
lie  coDoeptkin,  there  was  no  foondaliDn  for  the 
ibjection.  It  waa,  if  he  did  not  mlBtdke,  the 
rery  laat  point  on  our  whole  frontier,  &om  the 
Donth  of  the  fit  Croix  to  the  ootlet  of  Lake 
Inperior,  on  which  an  expedition  would  be  or- 
■antzed  on  either  dde  to  attack  the  poniBwiong 
if  the  other.  la  a  mllitarj  point  of  view,  onr 
DBS  ia  u  nothing  in  that  quarter;  while  in 
nother,  and  a  mnoh  more  important  qnarter,  oor 
ttin  b;  the  treaty  is  great,  in  the  lame  point 
■f  view.  He  referred  to  that  provision  by 
rhioh  we  aoqnire  Ronae's  Point  at  the  north- 
m  extremity  of  lake  Ohamplaln.  It  is 
mong  the  moat  important  military  poMtiona 
n  the  whole  line  of  oar  eaat^m  and  nortliem 
■ontier,  whether  it  be  regarded  in  referenoe  to 
S'enaive  or  defenMve  operatlona.  He  well  re- 
lembered  the  deep  iMuation  oanaed  amona 
lilitary  men  In  oonaeqnenoe  of  Ita  loss;  and 
e  wonld  leave  the  qnestion  of  loea  or  g^,  In 

military  point  of  view,  (taking  the  two 
^ether.)  to  their  dedaion,  without  the  least 
onbt  what  It  woold  be. 
Bnt  if  it  ahonld  be  thought  by  any  one  that 
heaa  oonrideratioiu,  as  conotoaTe  as  they 
eemed  to  be^  were  not  mffloient  to  joatify  the 
BtiSoatlon  of  this  portion  of  the  treaty,  there 
rero  others,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
erfeetly  ocMioInriTe,  He  ref^ired  to  the  oondl- 
ion  In  which  we  would  be  left,  If  the  treaty 
hoold  be  r^eoted.  He  would  ask — if;  after 
BTing  agreed  at  Ohent  to  rafbr  the  sobject  to 
rbltratiCHi,  and,  after  having  reftiaed  to  agree 
>  the  award  made  under  that  ref^enoe,  by  an 
rbitrator  of  OUT  own  aefleotion,  we  ahonld  now 
^ect  this  treaty,  negotiated  by  onr  own  Seo- 
fttuy  of  Btate,  ander  oar  own  eyea,  and  which 
ad  prarlontdy  reo^ved  the  aaaent  of  the 
tatCB  immediately  interested— whether  there 
roold  be  the  tll^teat  nioBpect  that  anoth«r, 
qnally  &vorable,  iroQld  ever  be  obtained! 
>a  the  contrary,  woold  we  not  stand  In  a  (kr 
'Oraa  condi^on  than  ever,  in  reforCDoe  to  oar 
l^m  f  Wonld  it  not,  indeed,  bo  almost  oer- 
un  that  we  ehoold  lose  the  whole  of  the  basin 
rthoSt.  John,  and  Great  Britain  giOnallfnr 
rhioh  she  ever  oonteoded,  atrengthened  as  she 
roold  be  by  the  disoloanrea  made  daring  thla 
isonaalont  He  vae  fkrfiumaaeerting  thattiie 
kcto  dlsoloeed  eatablished  the  d^m  of  Great 
Iritain,  or  th^t  tbe  map  exhibited  la  the  one 
}  which  Franklin  refbrred,  in  his  note  to  tho 
lonnt  de  Vergmnes,  the  French  Hinlster ;  bnt 
:  caonot  be  donbted  that  the  ooDformlty 
f  tho  linri  delineated  on  the  map,  with  the  one 
oacribed  In  bia  note,  would  have  the  efitet  of 


■tren^ening  not  a  little  the  olums  of  Great 
Britain,  in  her  own  estimation,  and  that  of  the 
world.  But  the  beta  atated,  aad  the  mtip  ex- 
hibited br  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Fordgn  Belationa,  (Mr.  Rivaa,)  are  not  the  only 
or  the  strongest  dlselosarea  mode  during  tbe 
disflnssion.  The Frenoh mapintrodnoed by  the 
Senator  from  Hisaonri,  (Mr.  BwriDN,)  from  Mr. 
Jefibrson's  colleodon  in  tlie  Congress'  library, 
in  order  to  rebut  the  Inference  from  tbe 
fbrmer,  turned  ont  to  be  still  more  so.  That 
was  made  in  tbe  village  of  Pas^,  in  the  year 
after  the  treaty  of  peace  was  negotiated,  where 
Franklin  (who  was  one  of  the  negotiators)  re- 
aided,  and  was  dedicated  to  him ;  and  that  bos 
the  boundary  line  drawn  in  exact  conformity 
to  the  other,  and  in  the  manner  described  In  tM 
note  at  Dr.  Franklin — a  line  somewhat  more 
adverse  to  ns  than  that  claimed  by  Great 
Britain.  But,  as  striking  as  Is  this  oolnoidenoe, 
he  was  far  fh>ni  regarding  it  as  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish the  claim  of  Great  Britain.  It  would, 
However,  be  In  valh  to  deny  that  it  was  a  cor- 
roborating oircumstanee,  calculated  to  odd  no 
small  weight  to  her  clum. 

It  would  be  atiU  Itarther  increased  by  the 
ftct  that  France  was  our  ally  at  the  time,  and, 
OS  such,  must  have  been  oonaalted,  and  kept 
constantly  advised  of  all  that  occnrred  during 
the  pn^press  of  tbe  negotiation,  Including  ite 
final  remit.  It  would  be  idle  to  soppow  that 
these  disclosures  would  not  weigh  heavily 
against  na  in  any  fbtnre  negotiation.  They 
would,  so  much  so — taken  in  connection  wlut 
the  adverse  award  of  tbe  King  of  Holland  and 
this  treaty,  should  it  be  rcjeoted — aa  to  rendu 
hopeless    any   future   attwnpt   to    settle   the 

aaeetion  by  negotiation  or  arbitration.  No 
[temative  would  be  left  us,  but  to  yield  to  the 
fill  extent  of  tbe  British  claim,  or  to  put 
Midne  In  posseamon  by  force — and  that,  too, 
with  the  opinion  and  aympatby  of  the  world 
ag^nst  us  and  our  cause.  In  his  opinion,  we 
would  be  bound  to  attempt  it  in  Jastice  to 
Mdne,  should  we  refuse  to  agree  to  what  she 
has  assented.  Bo  maoh  for  the  boundary 
question,  us  fhr  as  U^ne  is  eonoemed. 

Eaviu  DOW  shown  (aati^actorily  he  hoped) 
that  Uahie  had  acted  wiaely  for  herself  in 
assenting  to  the  treaty.  It  remained  to  be  oon- 
aidered  whether  we,  the  representativea  of  the 
Union  on  Nch  qnestiona,  wonld  not  also  do  so 
in  ratifying  It — so  far,  at  leaat,  aa  the  bonndaiy 
question  is  involved.  He  wonld  add  nothing 
to  what  has  already  been  a^d  of  the  portion 
in  which  Ualne  was  immediately  intorestad. 
Uia  remarka  would  be  confined  to  tbe  remain 
ing  portion  of  the  bonndory,  extending  from 
the  north-western  corner  of  that  State  to  tbe 
Booky  Uountoins. 
Througbont  this  long  exUnded  line,  every 

Jnestion  has  been  settled  to  onr  ntisfaotiun. 
>ur  right  baa  been  acknowledged  to  a  terri- 
tory ta  about  one  hundred  thonsand  acres  of 
land.  In  New  Hampsliire,  which  would  have 
been  loat  by  the  award  of  Uie  King  of  Edlaod. 
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A  loDg  gore  of  abont  tbe  budo  tmount,  iTing 
in  Venuont  and  New  York,  and  whioh  was 
lost  under  Hie  treatf  of  Gbent,  would  be  re- 
Rfuoed  hj  this.  It  indndos  Boom's  F(ntit. 
Sugar  Island,  Ijing  in  the  water  connectjon  be- 
tween the  Lakes  Himin  and  Su]>erior,  aud  here- 
tofore in  dispQto,  is  acknowledged  to  be  oni 
it  is  large,  and  ralaable  for  soil  and  positlt 
So,  also,  is  Isle  Boyale,  near  the  northern 
shore  of  Lake  Bnpeiior,  acknowledged  to  be 
oars — a  large  island,  and  valaable  for  its 
fisheries.  And  also  a  large  tract  of  conntry  to 
the  north  and  west  of  that  lake,  between  Fond 
da  Lao  and  the  rlrer  St.  Lonis  on  one  side,  and 
PtseoD  Biver  on  the  other — containing  foar 
millions  of  acres.  It  is  said  tu  be  sterile;  Init 
cannot  well  be  more  so  tlian  that  aoqaired  bj 
Great  Britain,  lying  west  of  the  bonndary 
awarded  by  the  King  of  Holland.  In  addition, 
all  the  islands  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  lakes,  which  were  divided  in  numing  ont 
the  division  line  nnder  previons  treatlee,  are 
acqnired  by  ns  nnder  this ;  and  all  the  chan- 
nels and  passu^  are  opened  to  the  common 
use  of  OUT  oitizenB  and  the  snttjeets  of  Great 
Briton. 

Soch  are  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in  ref- 
erence to  this  lonK  line  of  bonndary,  Onr 
gain — regarded  in  Uie  most  contracted  p<rint 
of  view,  OS  mere  equivalents  for  the  snm  as- 
enmed  to  be  paid  by  ns  to  Uune  and  Massachn- 
setta  for  tbeir  assent  to  the  treaty — is  vastly 

? roster  t^an  what  we  have  contracted  to  pay. 
aking  the  whole  boundary  question  togetber, 
and  summing  up  the  loss  and  gun  of  the  whole, 
inoloding  what  affects  Hoine  and  Hasaachn- 
setts ;  and  he  could  not  doubt  that,  regarded 
merely  as  set-offs,  onr  gain  greatly  oioeeded 
onr  loss — vastly  so  compared  to  what  it  would 
have  been  under  the  award  of  the  King  ai 
Holland,  including  the  equivalent  which  onr 
Qovernmwt  was  willing  to  allow  Maine  for 
her  assent.  But  it  would  be,  indeed,  to  take  a 
very  oontraoted  view  to  re«lpd  it  in  Uiatli^t. 
It  would  be  to  overlook  the  vast  importanoe 
of  permanently  e«tablishiDg,  between  two  snob 
powers,  a  line  of  houudaiy  of  several  thonsuid 
miles,  abonnding  in  dispnt«d  points  of  moch 
'  difficulty  and  long  standing.  The  treaty,  he 
trasted,  would  do  much  to  lay  the  fonndsJUon 
of  a  solid  peace  between  the  two  cooutries — a 
thing  so  tnncb  to  be  desired. 

It  is  oertainly  much  to  be  regretted,  after 
settling  so  large  a  portion  of  the  bonndnry,  that 
tbe  part  beyond  tne  Booky  Uonntuns  should 
remun  nno^Jvited.  Its  settlement  woold  have 
oootribnted  much  to  strengthen  tbe  fbandation 
of  a  durable  peace.  Bat  would  it  be  wtse  to 
r^ect  the  treaty,  because  all  has  not  been  done 
that  oould  be  desired  T  He  placed  a  hi ^  valoe 
en  our  territory  on  the  wrat  of  those  moun- 
tains, and  held  our  title  to  it  to  tw  dear ;  but 
he  would  regard  it  as  an  act  of  consummate 
fbUy,  to  stake  our  claim  on  a  trial  of  strength 
at  this  time.  This  territory  is  now  held  by 
iiAat  oooupanoy,  under  the  tiea^    of  Ghent; 


*T>M^. pTnOMa 

'  which  either  party  may  temiinite  Y^  pTiifts 
tbe  other  sue  months'  notion  If  n  «m  Is 
attempt  to  assert  onr  «zcln»Te  ri^  <t  om- 
poncy  at  present,  the  certain  1<ms  of  lb  torn- 
tory  most  be  the  resnlt;  for  the  jUstoM^ 
that  Great  Britain  oould  ccmeoilnte  that  i 
much  larger  fitroa,  naval  and  idttsiy,  k  i 
muoh  shorter  time,  aod  at  tu  le«  inpiaw  ili 
we  could.  That  wiU  not  be  denied;  1M  il 
will  not  alwaya  be  tke  esse.  Onr  fmUm 
is  steadily — he  m]^t  mf  rapidly— a^nds| 
across  the  continent  to  the  bodcfs  d  tti 
PaeifloOoean,  Judging  from  pteteiperica, 
the  tide  of  po^niation  will  sweep  utem  ibt 
Booky  UonBtauia,  witli  remtleM  fcrte,  st  ■ 
distant  period ;  when  wlut  we  dim  v3 
quietly  Isll  into  osr  hands,  without  eipeMK 
bloodshed.  Time  is  aoting  for  as,  Tilt)a- 
tieutly,  and  oU  we  claim  will  be  eon;  bait 
we  attempt  to  seiie  it  by  foree,  it  will  be  Rt 
to  elude  onr  gra^. 

Having  now  stated  his  reasons  for  mat  tt 
ratify  the  articles  in  tbe  treaty  reliting  todi 
boundary,  he  would  nesrt  proeeed  to  vip 
those  that  wonld  govern  liis  vote  m  Ibtn 
relating  to  the  Afhcan  alavo-tcadb  AaAbn 
he  would  prendae,  that,  tbeoM  an  istvsI  d» 
oumstaneea,  whieh  oansed  no  amall  reyip— 
on  bis  pert  to  any  aUpolatioiia  whstoitr  tUi 
Orest  Britain  on  the  sabjeot  of  those  utidii: 
aod  he  would  add,  that  he  wonld  bare  bM 
gratified  if  they,  and  all  otbnr  stipilslicB  m 
the  subject,  could  have  been  entirely  miui'< 
hut  he  must,  at  the  aane  lime,  ^T  ^  ^ 
not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  avoid  Maif 
into  s(»ne  arrangement  on  tbe  sol^  T* 
nnderstand  tbe  difficult,  it  will  be  wamif 
to  advert  to  the  ooane  iuretofcn  tiba  ^ 
OUT  Government  in  refereoee  to  tU  eetjMt 
and  theetroamstanoea  mukr  wluchttsBciMs 
tions  that  resulted  in  thin  trertj  odnnwl 

Ooamss  at  aa  eariy  d^— ■■  Boo^  ia  U  ■*< 
oould  legidaU  on  the  anl^  udsr  lk<f 


etitntioiK-pawad  law*  taaOiag  •sFsrsHnka 
agunst  tbe  AfHoan  riav»4nde.  Tut  ■* 
flowed  by  tbe  treaty  of  Gb«t,  wM  d» 
olared  it  to  be  irrMonoUahla  with  ths  fr» 
pies  of  humanity  andj«tioD,jH)ds^idsttdt)« 
Wh  of  the  partiea— tba  U^tad  BW*  m 
Great  Britaio— ebonid  um  tiwir  bssttataiw 
to  ^tet  its  abolition.  Sbortly  ■aer,si,sEl« 
Oongreas  was  paswd  declsuting  it  totopn?' 
and  a  reeolnticm  was  adtqited  by  OeagWH" 
questing  the  PreeideDt  to  eotw-  ipto  swy 
menta  with  other  powen  tor  its  saff'H*'* 
Great  Britain,  aetoated  by  tbe  ttm*  Mip 
eneeaeded  in  making  treaties  witli  tbe  bw 
peau  marithne  powen  to  its  avppn^M;* 
not  long  before  the  oommesMsment  ef  A** 
gotiatitm,  had  entM«d  into  joint  ■'V^"'?* 
with  tbe  five  great  powcm  to  baek  to*" 
qnestion  of  search.  Bhe  bad  thas  ■°9""*' 
general  snpervisiMi  of  the  trade  sk*!^ 
AfHoan  coast ;  so  that  veaads  canyisg  t^  ■* 
of  every  other  oonntry,  ezoapt  bbrl  ****** 
Jeot  oa  that  ooMt  to  tha  inveebss  *m 
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qnaaee,  cum  bacame  alnuMt  Uie  onlj  flag  osad 
bj-  tboM  engaged  in  tbo  trade,  whether  our 
own  people  or  fbteignera;  althoagh  onr  laws 
inhUrited  the  (nfflo  nndw  the  aerereat  peoal- 
tiea.  In  thia  rtato  of  tbinaa,  OreM  Britain  pat 
lbrw«rdhero)aiiDo(ttietighiof>e>rofa,aaiudia- 
penanble  to  s>ppre»  a  trade  prohibited  bj  the 
laws  of  tiia  invUized  wwld,  and  to  the  ezeoa- 
iiaa  of  the  lava  and  treatiea  of  the  aatioita  aa- 
aoeiated  witii  her  bf  mntual  ungagamentafor  ita 
Ktppreanoa.  At  this  stage,  a  correspondeoct 
took  plaoa  between  our  late  minister  at  the 
Oonrt  of  6t  James  and  Lord  Pabnerston  oi 
Ribjeot,  in  which  the  latter  openlj  and  boldlj 
elaimed  the  tight  of  search,  and  which  was 
pnatptij  and  decidedly  repelled  on  onr  ude. 
we  had  loDg  ^noe  token  our  aUuid  asBinst  it, 
and  had  reiisted  its  abuse,  as  a  Iwlligerent 
right,  at  the  month  of  the  oaiiDon.  Neither 
honor  nor  polior  on  oar  part  could  tolerate  its 
exannse  in  time  of  peace,  in  an;  form — 
whether  in  that  of  search,  as  claimed  b;  Lord 
Pahnentoa;  or  the  leas  oSensiTe  and  onrea- 
autable  one  ot  viaitation,  aa  proposed  b;  his 
anooesor.  Lord  Aberdeen.  And  yet  we  were 
plaoed  in  rnoh  drmmBtanoea  as  to  require  that 
something  ahoold  be  done.  It  was  in  each 
a  atata  of  thinga  that  the  negotiation  i 
inencad: — and  oomroenoed,  in  part,  in  refer 
to  thia  antigeet,  which  was  tending  rapidly  to 
bring  the  two  conatries  into  oiSltsion.  On 
Mir  side,  we  were  deeplj  committed  agaloat 
the  traffic,  tx>th  by  legislation  and  treaty. 
Tho  inflaenee  and  edbrte  of  the  civilJEOd  world 
were  directed  against  it — and  that,  too,  nnder 
oDrleadattheoommencoment;  imdwitltsaoh 
■Dooess  aa  to  compel  vessels  engaged  in  it  to 
take  ih«Her,  ahnoet  eicliuively,  nnder  the 
froadnleat  use  of  onr  flag.  To  permit  snoh  a 
state  of  thinga  to  oontinoe,  could  not  bnt  deeply 
impeodi  onr  honor,  and  tarn  the  sympathy  of 
the  worid  against  na.  On  the  other  si^  Great 
Britain  had  acqnired  by  treaties,  the  n^t  of 
anperviaian,  iDC&dins  that  of  searoh  and  cap- 
turing, over  the  trade  on  the  coast  of  Afrioa, 
with  the  view  to  its  snbvenucMi,  from  all  the 
maritime  pcHvera  ezeept  ourselves.  Thus  sltn- 
nted,  he  moat  say  that  he  saw  no  alternative 
fiir  uB  bat  the  one  adopted — to  take  the  mpw- 
vi»on  of  onr  own  trade  on  that  ooast  into  onr 
own  haads^  and  to  prevent,  by  onr  own 
crniaer^  the  ft^adnlent  use  of  our  flag.  The 
only  qaigation,  in  the  ooCn^  state  of  things,  as 
it  appeared  to  him,  was,  whether  it  shonld  be 
done  by  a  ft^mal  or  informal  arrangementt 
He  would  have  preferred  the  latter;  bat  the 
differenoe  between  them  wae  tio^  in  his 
opinion,  each  as  would  Justify,  on  that  aoeonnt, 
the  rejection  of  die  treaty.  They  wonld,  in 
snbstaDoe,  be  the  aame^  and  have  diShred  bnt 
littie,  probata,  in  the  expense  (tf  exeention. 
Either  waa  bettw  than  tbe  other  alternatives 
—^  do  nothing ;  toleavethingain  thedaivsT- 


aiu  State  Ihof  stood ;  or  to  yield  to  tbe  right  <J 
aearoh  or  visitation. 

It  ia  object«d  that  tho  arrangement  en- 
tered into  is  virtually  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  right  of  eeomb.  He  did  not  bo  regard  \t. 
On  the  contrary,  he  considered  it,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  as  a  snrrender  of  that  claim  on 
tliepartof  Great  Britain i  aoonclnsion,  whioba 
review  of  tiie  whole  transaction.  In  liia  opinion, 
would  justify.  Lord  Palmer«t«D,  Li  tbo  first 
[dace,  claimed  the  unqualified  right  of  search, 
10  which  it  is  nnderstoodbe  was  oaoked  by  the 
five  great  powers.  Lord  Aberdeen,  with  more 
wiscwm  una  moderation,  explained  it  to  mean 
tho  right  of  visitation  simply;  and  finally, 
the  negotiation  closed  without  reference  to 
either,  umply  with  a  stipulation  between  the 
parties  to  kee^  up  for  five  years  a  sqnadron  of 
not  less  than  eighty  gnns  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
to  enforce  separately  and  respectively  the  laws 
and  obli^tiona  of  each  of  the  countries  for  tbo 
snppresaion  of  the  slave-trade.  It  is  carefully 
worded,  to  moke  it  jnatoa],  but  at  the  eame 
time  separate  and  independent;  each  looking 
to  the  execntiou  of  iU  own  laws  and  obli^- 
tions,  and  oarefblly  excluding  the  supervision 
of  either  over  the  other,  and  tboreby  directly 
rehnttjng  the  ot^eot  of  searoh  or  visitation. 

The  Mher  article,  in  reference  to  the  same 
subject,  stipulates  that  the  parties  will  unite  in 
all  Wonting  representation  and  remonstrance, 
with  any  powers  within  whose  dominions 
markets  are  permitted  for  imported  African 
slaves.  If  he  were  to  permit  his  feelings  to 
govern  him  exclusively,  he  would  object  to 
this  more  strongly  than  any  other  proviuon  in 
the  treaty; — not  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
oliiJeet  or  the  policy  of  cla»ng  the  market  to 
imported  negroes;  on  tiie  contrary,  be  thought 
it  both  right  and  expedient  in  every  view. 
Brazil  and  tiie  Spanish  colonies  were  the  only 
markota,  ha  believed,  still  remaining  opcujond 
to  which  thia  proviuon  would  apply.  They 
were  already  abundantly  supplied  with  slaves, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  sound  policy  on  their 
part  reqnired  that  their  markets  sbould  be 
finally  and  effectually  closed.  lie  would  go 
farther,  and  say,  that  it  was  om  interest  that 
tiiey  should  be.  It  would  free  ns  from  Uie 
oeeesuty  of  keeping  crnisera  on  tba  African 
coast,  to  prevent  the  illegal  and  fraudulent  oso 
ofourflog,  or  for  any  other  purpose  butto  protect 
our  commerce  in  that  qoarter — a  thing  of  itself 
much  to  be  desired.  We  wonld  have  a  still 
stronger  interest,  if  we  were  ^vomed  by 
selfish  considerations.  Wo  are  rivals  in  the 
prodnction  of  several  articlea,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  the  greatest  of  all  tho  agricultnrol 
staplea — cotton.  Next  to  our  own  country,  Bra- 
zil poseeescB  the  greatost  advantages  for  its  pro- 
dn^on,  and  is  already  a  large  grower  of  the 
ariiote;  towards  the  production  of  which,  the 
continuance  of  the  market  for  imported  slaves 
from  AMoa  wonld  contribute  much.  But  he 
would  not  permit  such  considerations  to  in- 
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flaenoe  him  in  roting  on  Uw  treatj.  He  had  no 
objection  to  see  Bra^  devdop  h^  resources  to 
the  flill;  hot  he  did  boJiere  that  higher  oon- 
sideraHooB,  conoeoted  wiOi  her  ufety,  and 
that  of  the  Bpanisli  colonies,  made  it  their  inter- 
est that  their  market  should  tw  olosed  ag^st 
tbetraffio. 

Bnt  it  mar  he  mkcil,  why,  with  those  im- 
pressioos,  should  lie  have  any  ottjeotion  to  this 
proTuion  of  the  treaty  t  It  was,  beoanse  he 
was  adverse  to  interfering  with  other  powers, 
when  it  oonld  be  Bvoided.  It  extends  even  to 
coses  like  the  present,  where  there  was  a  < 
mon  interest  in  referenoe  to  the  snbject  of 
advice  or  remonstranoa ;  bnt  it  would  be  carry- 
ing his  aversion  to  fastidioosness,  were  be  to 
permit  it  to  ovemtle  his  vote  in  the  adjnst- 
ment  of  qnestions  of  snch  magnitude  as 
Id  vol  Ted  on  the  present  occasion. 

But  the  treaty  is  opposed,  not  only  for  what 
it  contains,  bat  also  for  what  It  does  not ;  and, 
among  other  oljeotlona  of  the  kind,  because  it 
bas  no  providon  in  reference  to  the  onse  of  the 
Creole,  and  other  rimilar  ones.  He  admitted 
tlutt  It  is  an  objection ;  and  that  It  was  ven 
derirable  tiiat  the  treaty  should  have  guardeo, 
by  specific  and  effloient  provision^  agsinat  the 
recnrrence  of  snoh  outrages  on  the  rights  of 
oar  dtlEens,  and  Indignity  to  our  honor  and 
independence.  If  any  one  bse  a  right  to  speak 
warmly  on  this  snbjeot,  he  was  the  Individual ; 


treaty!  It  is  not  whether  all  bsa  been  done 
which  it  was  desirablo  should  l>e  done,  but 
whether  we  shall  confirm  or  r^eot  what  bos 
actually  been  done;  not  whether  we  have 
gained  all  we  conld  desire,  bnt  wbetber  we  shall 
retain  what  we  have  gain<td.  To  dedde  that 
OS  it  oQgbt  to  be,  it  is  oar  du^y  to  weigh, 
calmly  snd  fhirly,  tho  reasons  fbr  and  ogunst 
the  ratiSoation,  and  to  decide  in  favor  of  the 
side  which  preponderates. 

It  does  not  follow  tltat  noUiing  has  been 
done  in  relation  to  tbe  coses  under  considera- 
tion, because  the  treaty  contains  no  provisions 
in  reference  to  them.  The  fiwt  Is  otherwise. 
Uuch,  very  much,  bos  been  done; — in  his 
o|>inion,  little  shoTl.,  in  its  effect,  of  a  positjve 
stipulation  by  tbe  treaty  to  gnord  agomst  the 
recurrence  of  each  cases  hereafter.  To  undar- 
stAud  how  mnoh  has  been  done,  and  what  hss 
been  gained  by  ns,  it  is  neoesaary  to  have  a 
correct  conception  of  tbe  state  of  the  case  in 
reference  to  tliem,  before  the  negotiation  com- 
menced, and  since  it  terminated. 

These  cases  ore  not  of  recent  origin.  The 
lirst  of  tlie  kind  was  that  of  the  brig  Ooraet^ 
which  was  stranded  on  the  false  keys  of  the 
Bahamas,  as  far  back  as  leso,  with  slaves  on 
board.  She  was  taken  into  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  by  the  wreckers,  and  the  slaves 
liberatedby  the  cdtmiol authorities.  Thenext 
was  the  ikcominm.  which  oconrred  la  1884, 
and  which,  in  all  the  material  oironmstoncee, 
was  every  way  aimUar  to  that  of  the  Oomet 


The  cose  of  tbe  Enterprise  followed.  It  lodi 
place  in  1B30,  and  differed  in  no  milfriil  oi- 
cumstanoe  &Mn  tiie  otbon,  as  was  scikwwMisd 
by  the  British  Ooveniment,  eie^  tksl  it  oe- 
corred  alt«r  the  act  of  Parliamsat  abo^u^ 
slavery  in  the  colonies  had  gone  inlo  t*t1^h, 
and  tho  others  prior  to  tiiat  period. 

After  a  long  corrMpondence  ef  nsati;  la 
years,  the  BriUsh  Govemmait  sipssd  to  fj 
for  the  slaves  on  hoard  of  the  twe  £nt,  m 
tbe  ground  that  tliey  were  liberated  bdin  ihi 
act  aboKdiing  alovenr  had  gone  into  opentin; 
bnt  reftued  to  pi^  for  those  bdoi^^  ts  ik 
Enterprise^  because  they  were  libetitcd  sAs  it 
hod.  To  jnsti^  ttds  diotiaotloo,  LocdPslav 
ston  bod  to  assume  tba  groond,  virtasUj,  thl 
the  law  of  nations  waa  opposed  to  sUtot-hs 
assumption  that  placed  the  nropei^  of  a  lliri 
of  the  Union  without  the  pde<€  its  notasQea 
On  that  ground,  lie  per«nipt(»ily  rdtascdcta- 
pensotion  for  the  slaves  on  board  ths  Ett^ 
prise.  ■  Oar  Executive,  under  this  iA4 
aoosptsd  the  oompeosotion  for  those  oa  bwl 
the  Comet  and  Eneominm,  and  dosed  tbeccr- 
respondeuoe,  without  even  l»tag|)ig  tbt  nk- 
jeot  befiH«  Oongresi.  Witb  sodi  pMfRt  ii- 
differenos  was  tike  w1m4«  offUr  truted,  tla, 
during  the  long  period  the  negotlalioB  THFM^ 
ing,  tbe  eal^ect  was  never  once  mentioBtd,  Mfa 
as  he  recollected,  iu  any  £x»cative  mesop; 
bile  those  of  for  less  magnitnde— ths  iAid 
few  millionB  doe  from  France,  snd  Ibu  nij 
boundary  question— won  conatanUy  bng^ 
before  Oongress,  and  hod  nearly  iDTDlnd  fit 
conntry  in  war  with  two  (tf  the  l«adiB|i»nn 
of  Europe.  Those  who  ore  now  m  ucAti 
that  tlie  boundary  qnesticHi  shoold  bi  niM 
without  a  settlement  also  of  Uaa,  tMi  ^  ■> 
tUenoe,  year  aftw  year,  dniin^  Iti)  t*( 
period,  not  only  without  *tt«inptiDg  U  «>■* 
the  settlement  of  this  with  that  (^  tlx  hm- 
dary,  but  witbont  ever  onoe  namiu  w  •M 
ing  to  it  as  an  Item  in  the  list  of  tM  di^ 
Iwtween  the  two  powen.  It  was  rsiwdedii 
tMneath  notice.  He  r^oiced  to  witasM  la 
great  change  that  baa  taken  plaoe  b  nlttv 
to  it ;  and  to  find  tbat  those  wbo  wm  tta 
silent  and  indifferent,  now  exhibit  so  mw*  «* 
and  vehemence  abont  it.  He  lo^  ere£t  H 
himself  for  having  OMitrlbnted  to  bring  tl» 
cbsnge  about.  It  was  ha  who  lenrM  w 
claim  when  it  lay  dead  and  buried  soKiDf  Ik 
archives  of  the  Stato  Department— who  caU 

sffirming  the  principles  of  the  Uw  ofaaliDOi" 
reference  to  these  cases,  and  iepdlis(  Ik 
presnmptnotiE  and  insDltang  oMvaplica  m 
wbioh  it  was  denied  by  Uw  British  negolitK 
Snob  was  the  force  of  troth,  and  so  soM  w 
fbnndation  on  which  he  rested  oar  (Isiis.  >» 
his  resotation  received  tbe  onaniiaoos  vMi 
this  body ;  but  he  received  no  soppwi-f* 
not  a  cheering  word — from  the  qssrMr  warn 
now  pnrfbsseB  so  mnoh  zesl  wi  the  ntJKt 
His  utmost  hope  at  the  time  was  t*  fcscp,*^ 
our  rigU,  till  a 
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trrive  to  usert  it  mooeaafhllj.    In  the  mean 
time,  the  coie  of  the  Or«ole  ooomred,  which, 
Stocking  and  onbvgeooB  u  it  la,  wm  but  the 


I  the  oorreapondenoe 
Eoterprise. 

Snoh  was  the  state  of  the  ftcts  when  the 
negotiation  oommeDoed  in  reference  to  thcee 
•aaee;  and  it  rem^na  now  to  be  abown  In 
irhst  rtAte  it  has  left  them.  In  the  first  place, 
lie  brand  prlnciploa  of  the  law  of  nations,  on 
rbich  he  plaoed  onr  rifht  in  hts  remlnttona, 
lare  been  clearly  stated  and  cODcInsivulT'  vin- 
Ucated  in  the  verr  able  ]ett«r  of  the  SecretarT' 
if  State^  which  has  strengthened  onr  cause 
lot  a  littie,  u  well  from  &  Inlriiudo  merit 
IS  the  qnortor  from  whUh  it  oomec  In  the 
lext  place,  we  have  an  oipliolt  reoogidtjon  of 
he  prittolples  for  which  we  oontend,  in  the 
nswer  of  Lord  Ashborton,  who  enread^  s^ 
bat,  "  on  the  great  Keneral  priudples  affbotlng 
hla  cose,"  (the  Oreole,)  "  thej  do  not  diflbr ;  '* 
nd  that  is  followed  l^  "an  engagement  ttiat 
Qstmotiona  shall  bo  given  tothe  Govemmente 
f  her  M^jestj'i  oolonies  on  the  southern  bor- 
ers of  the  United  Btotea,  to  exeonte  th^  own 
iws  with  eareftil  attention  to  the  wishes  of 
heir  Government  to  malnt^  good  n^ghbor- 
ood ;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  officjona  in- 
arference  with  Ameriean  vesteto  driven  by 
ccident  or  vitJenoe  into  their  porta.  The 
twn  and  datiea  of  hoapttaUty  shall  be  «iee»- 
ad."  This  pledge  woB  accepted  by  onr  Ezecn- 
Ive,  accompanied  hy  the  ezpresa  deolantloii 
t  the  Prerident, 

itate.  that  he  plaoeahL .._    

dnc^ples  of  pnUio  law  which  had  been  Bt«t«d 
1  the  note  of  the  Seoretary  of  State.  To  aU 
bis  it  may  bo  added,  that  stnwff  assurances 
re  given,  br  the  British  n^oostor,  of  his 
elief  that  a  final  arrangement  may  be  mode  of 
be  subject  by  poritive  sttpnlationt  In  London, 
nch  is  the  state  in  whtoh  tlie  negotiation  has 
ift  the  inbject 

Here,  again,  he  wonld  repeat,  that  sooh 
tlpnlationa  in  the  treaty  itaelf  wonld  have 
een  preferable.  Bat  who  can  deny,  when  he 
ompnres  the  state  of  facta,  as  they  stood  be- 
ire  and  ^noe  the  close  of  this  negotiation, 
bat  we  have  gahied— largely  gained— in  ref- 
rence  to  this  important  sahjectl  Is  there 
o  dlflbrenoe,  he  wonld  ask,  between  a  stem 
nd  peremptory  denial  of  onr  right,  on  the 
roaa  and  insolting  gronnd.  osramed  1^  Lord 
'almenhm,  and  ite  explicit  reoogoition  by 
«rd  Ashbnrton  f— none  in  the  pledge  that 
istmetiona  shonld  be  slven  to  goard  ag^nst 
le  recurrence  of  each  cases;  to  a  pori- 
:ve  denial  that  we  had  inffered  wrong 
ad  insnlt,  and  had  any  right  to  oompldn  I — 
one  between  a  final  closing  of  all  negotiation, 
ad  a  strong  ossoranoe  of  a  final  a^Jnstment  of 
le  subject  by  satirfaotory  arrangement  by 
-eatyt  And  would  it  be  wise  or  pradenton 
ar  part  to  rqjeot  what  has  hem  gained,  bo- 


eanse  all  hu  not  been!  As  to  himseli^  ha 
most  say,  tiiat,  at  the  time  he  moved  his  reeo- 
Intione,  he  little  hoped,  in  the  Hhort  epace  of 
two  yeuv,  to  obt^  what  bos  already  been 
gdned ;  and  that  ha  regarded  the  proepaot  of 
a  final  and  tatiafoctory  a^jnHment,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  of  this  snbjec^  so  vital  in  its  princi- 
plee  to  his  constitaents  and  the  whole  Sonth, 
as  tar  more  probable  than  he  then  did  this 
explldt  recognition  of  the  principles  for  which 
he  oontonded.  In  the  mean  time,  he  frit  os- 
snred  the  engagement  riven  by  tlie  British 
negotiator  woold  be  ftilllled  in  good  futh; 
and  tiiat  the  hazard  of  ooltlslon  between  the 
oonntriea,  and  the  distorbauoe  of  their  peace 
and  friendship,  has  passed  away,  as  far  as  it 
dcpenda  on  this  dangerona  tDbJect.  Bnt  if  in 
thb  be  shonld  nnfortnnateij  be  mistaknt,  we 
should  stand  on  mnoh  more  soHd  ground  in 
deface  of  onr  rights  in  oonseanence  of  what 
baa  been  gained;  as  there  wonld  then  be  snper- 
added  broken  Ittth  to  the  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations. 

Having  now  eaid  what  be  Intended  on  tiie 
more  imnortaut  points,  he  wonld  pass  over, 
wlthont  awelling  on  the  prorirfon  of  the  treaty 
fbr  delivering  np  to  iosttee  pencnu  charged 
with  certain  crimes;  tne  aflhir  of  the  OoroUne; 
and  the  oorrespondence  in  reference  to  imprces- 
menL  The  first  ia  eabstaatially  the  same  sa 
that  oonttdned  In  Jay's  treaty  on  the  same 
sntjjeet  On  the  n^^  he  had  nothing  to  odd 
to  what  haa  already  been  aald.  As  to  the  last, 
he  did  not  donbt  that  the  atroi^  gronnd  taken 
Is  the  o(»Teapondenoe  agsinst  the Iniproasment 
of  seamen  <m  board  of  onr  merchant  veasek, 
in  time  of  war,  wonld  have  a  good  effect.  It 
will  oontribnto  to  convince  Great  Britdn  that 
the  praotioe  cannot  be  renewed,  in  the  event 
of  another  European  war,  without  a  cortun  and 
Immediate  oonfilct  between  the  two  ooontriesL 

I  (said  Ur.  OixHonx)  have  now  stated  my 
opinion  ftally  and  impartially  on  the  treaty, 
with  the  connected  sabjects.  On  reviewing 
the  whole,  and  weighing  the  reasons  for  and 
uainst  its  ratification,  I  cannot  doubt  that 
toe  former  greatly  prwonderate.  If  we  have 
not  gaiaaA  all  that  conld  be  deaiied,  we  have 
gained  mnoh  that  is  derirable ;  and,  if  all  liaa 
not  been  settled,  much  has  been— -and  that, 
not  of  little  importance.  It  is  not  of  littie  Im- 
portanoe  to  have  the  North-eastern  bonndary 
aettied — and  tliat,  too,  with  the  consent  of  the 
BtatM immediately  interested:  a sDl^eot  which 
has  been  in  dilute  almost  from  the  ori^  of 
the  Government,  and  which  had  become  more 
and  more  entangled,  and  adverse  to  onr  ddm, 
on  every  attempt  heretofore  made  to  aettle  it 
Nor  is  it  of  little  importance  to  have  the  whole 
line  of  boundary  between  ns  and  Ae  British 
dominions,  from  the  sonne  of  the  St.  Oroix 
to  the  Bo<^  Mountains,  settled— a  line  of  more 
than  three  tooniend  miles,  witii  many  disputed 

dnts  of  long  standing,  tiie  settiement  of  which 
I  baffled  eU  previous  attempts    Nor  is  it  of 
little  importanoe  to  have  f^jtutei  the  embar- 
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rassments  relating  to  the  African  ■Ure-tnuie,  bj 
adoptiiiK  th«  leaU  ol^eotioDaUe  of  the  alterna- 
tivea.  Kor  to  have  th«  principles  of  tlie  Uw 
of  natjoDs  for  which  wa  oontoided,  in  referoiuw 
to  tbo  Creole,  and  other  caiea  of  the  kind,  ra- 
otwniied  hj  Great  Britidn;  nor  to  have  a 
ficnemn  pledge  ag^nit  dieir  raaamnce,  with  a 
reasooable  awnrance  of  aatiaCMtor?  aHpnlation* 
ij  treatj.  Nor  is  it  of  little  iinp<Htaitce  to 
have,  bjr  the  lettlement  of  these  inveterate  and 
difficult  qnestiona,  the  relations  of  the  two 
ooontriea  settled  down  in  amity  and  peace— 
permanent  unltj  and  peace,  as  it  maj  be 
hoped—in  the  plaoe  of  that  donbtfol,  nnBetUed 
oondition,  between  peace  and  war,  which  has 
for  so  maoj  jeara  cbaraot«riEed  it,  and 
which  U  to  home  to  the  interest  and  prospar- 
1^  of  both  eonntrlBL 

Peaoe  (aaid  Hr.  0.)  U  the  firrt  of  ov  want^ 
in  the  present  oondition  of  our  conntrr.  We 
wanted  peaoe^  to  reform  onr  own  GoTemmeBt, 
and  to  relieve  the  eonntir  from  Its  great  em- 
barraMmenti.  Onr  Govemnient  ii  deeply  dis- 
ordned;  its  credit  is  impaired;  its  debts  In- 
creaalnK;  its  eneDditarea  extroTagant  and 
wastflM;  its  disbnraements  withoot  efficient 
aoeoontabilitr;  and  its  taxes  (for  duties  are  but 
taxes)  enormons,  meqnal,  and  oppressive  to 
tiie  great  prodndng  clawes  of  the  ooautrr. 
Feaoe^  tettwd  and  nndlatorhed,  is  indispensable 
to  a  tborongh  reform,  and  BDch  a  reform  to  the 
duration  of  the  Government  Bnb,  so  long  as 
tiis  relation  betwem  the  two  ooontriea  oon- 
tinoai  in  a  state  of  donbt  between  peace  and 
war,  sll  attempts  at  snoh  refonn  will  prove 


the  legitimate  and  cconomioal  waata  of  the 
Government.  Withont  that,  theto  oan  be 
nothing  worthy  of  the  name;  hot  in  an  unsettled 
state  <a  the  rdations  of  tlie  two  eoontriea,  all 
attempta  at  rednction  will  be  baffled  by  the 
OTT'  of  war,  accompanied  bj  insinnstions 
ag^nst  tbe  patriotism  of  those  who  may  be 
so  hardr  as  to  make  them.  Bhoold  the  treatj 
be  rstifled,  an  end  will  be  pot  to  that,  and  no 
excQse  or  pretext  be  left  to  delay  tbe  great 
and  {odiapensaUe  work  of  reform.  This  m^ 
not  be  dennhle  to  those  who  see,  or  ftnt^ 
tltey  see,  ben^ts  in  high  duties  and  wasteful 
expenditures;  bnt,  by  tbe  great  prodntui^  and 
tax-paying  potions  of  the  omnmtmity,  it  will 
be  r^arded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  blessings. 
These  are  not  the  only  reasons  for  wanting 
peace.  We  want  it,  to  enable  tbe  peogde  and 
the  States  to  extricate  themselves  from  tbeir 
embsrrasaments.  They  are  both  borne  down 
by  heavy  debti^,  contracted  in  a  period  of  fsUa- 
ofons  prosperity,  from  which  there  is  no  otiaer 
honest  and  honorahla  extrication  bat  the  pay- 
ment of  what  is  dne.  To  enaUe  both  States 
and  individnals  to  paj  their  debts,  tltey  most 
be  left  in  full  pOMewon  of  all  Ihcdr  means, 
with  as  tittie  ezactlcms  or  restriotioos  on  their 
indoetry  as  pcesibla  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
BMnt.    To  OiiM,  a  settled  state  tf  peooc^  and 


an  open  and  free  ocHnmerce,  are  iudufcuiUt. 
With  these,  and  the  incressiiig  )i^  d 
economy  and  industry  now  eTerjrline  pu. 
rading  the  eonnby,  the  period  of  eaUina- 
meat  will  soon  pass  away,  to  be  taaxtiti  bj 
one  <tf  pennaneDt  and  healtb  j  pro^eiilr 

Peace  is,  indeed,  onr  policy.  AUndPraiV 
dence  has  east  our  lot  on  a  jNntioB  of  fk 
globe  sufficiently  vast  to  sstufy  tliB  mat 
gracing  ambititn,  and  abonodiog  in  n»siw 
beyond  all  others,  which  only  reqnin  u  b 
fnUy  devek^ied  to  make  us  the  gnsUat  ul 
most  prosperous  people  on  caiu.  To  tit 
fall  developmwt  of  the  vaat  reaooroM  etna 
conntry,  we  have  political  instttntioni  wA 
luH>pily  conititnted.  Indeed,  it  would  be  ^ 
cult  to  imagine  a  ^atem  mme  u  t^  en 
Federal  BepuUio— a  system  of  6UU  nl 
General  Govemmanta,  so  blended  m  to  aaSr 
tnte  one  snblime  whole;  the  UQ«r  htriif 
obirgat^  theintereaU  common  to  sBjUd  tic 
former  those  local  and  ^ecnliar  to  esd  Suk 


Government  be  confined  rigidly  to  Uw  In 
j^reat  objeots  for  which  it  was  instttutd;  lut- 
ing the  Slates  to  contend  in  generou  rinliy, 
to  develop,  by  the  arts  of  peace,  th«ir  reftt- 
tAve  reaonrces,  and  a  scene  of  praqi«it;  ui 
hqtpiness  would  Ibllow,  heretodue  SDeqmlM 
on  the  globe.  I  tmst  (sNd  2{r.  C)  (litt  lU 
treaty  may  prove  the  first  step  tovinb  i*i 
apeaee.  Onoe  estabUahed  with  Gitit  Mel 
it  would  not  be  difficult,  with  modems  ud 
I^odenoe,  to  establish  peimanent  pcsn  ■>^ 
the  rest  of  the  world,  when  onr  most  sa{nk 
hopes  of  pmsperi^  tn^  be  realiied. 

Mr.  BnoHAXAN  lose^  and  addressed  tb  So- 
ate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  It  la  now  nunilest  tbitjk 
trealT  under  discDsakHi  is  destined  to  b»  niaa 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate.  Tbe  mrf 
of  this  ratification  will  roread  joy  saddt^u* 
throughout  the  land.  It  will  ne  hsilNlf  i^ 
conntry  as  the  pled^  of  a  lasting  peu*  ^^ 
tween  two  sreat  nations;  and  thoM  tIki  vf* 
instrnmentiu  rather  in  its  negotiatiiHk  or  it^' 
oatira,  will  be  esteemed  pnUUo  beubcIcK 
B^ond  all  question,  sncjt  will  be  the  £rA  ^' 
piet^oa  Vfoa  tbe  pnblio  mind.  AsaiAva 
general  Joy,  it  wiU  beasnUect  of  sot^i°d » 
tcmishment  tliat  eome  dght  or  ten  Sansi 
sbonld  bava  separated  tbemselva  fnm  » 
mas^  and  voted  against  the  ratificatka  of  tJf 
treaty.  The  first  unpnise  of  public  ftelkf  <!^ 
be  to ccMidenuL  these  Senators.  KoT,  si.ii' 
be  one  of  this  small  number,  1  tw  a 
.__«  my  defence  before  tbe  pec^  »  ■j' 
country  In  advano^  not  doubting  bat  Ad;  >^ 
JDstice,  If  not  the  ^enenwtj  of  ue  ScDik,  ^ 
remove  the  iqjonction  of  aeeree^  fraa  ou  F^ 
oeediogs,  wsd  anaUa  me  to  pnUish  my  itni'^ 

Tbweisno  Senator  who  has  Alt  owk  ui- 

loua  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  treaty  dun  JujuJ- 

I  am  owBokxu  of  all  tha  h^wy  dM«  '^ 

oonntry  which  might  resohfaHisn»°^ 
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in  thia  body ;  and  I  nu^  m^,  in  sU  tilionltf, 
Hiat  I  have  endekTOred  to  affree  with  tfaa  ma- 
jority. Nay,  more — I  wai  dlspoMd  to  distrnst 
my  own  jodgment,  belieTing  that  It  mi^t  haT« 
bean  prejudiced  bj  the  zealous  and  perMveriiig 
efforts  which  I  had  formerly  made,  both  •■ 
cbainnaD  of  die  Committee  on  Foreign  Rd^ 
tion*,  and  as  a  Benator  on  thia  floor,  to  raataln 
the  rights  of  Mama  agahiat  what  I  Mieved  to 
be  the  nnjnat  jireteiujons  of  the  Britiah  Gor- 
munent.  I  have,  therefore^  esmeatly  endaa- 
Tored  to  keep  my  ndod  open  to  eoa-ridaoa  nn- 
til  tfaa  hat  moment;  hot,  afl«r  all,  I  oaonot 
Tote  for  thIa  treaty  withont  feeUng  that  I  had 
TioUted  my  duty  to  the  oonntry,  and  withont 
foriUtJDg  my  own  self-reapect  In  tl»  em- 
pfaatio  laugtug»  of  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
(Kr.  WnTjiMij  I  believe  it  to  be  a  breaty  nn- 
jiut  to  Maine,  and  dishonorable  to  the  whole 
eoQati7 ;  and  thns  believing.  If  it  depended  on 
my  vote,  it  ahonld  be  r^eoted  without  r^ard 
to  conaeqnenoea.  llieee  I  wonld  leave  to  that 
anperiDtoKling  Provideooe  which  baa  ew  beat 
OQT  (bicld  in  the  day  of  danger.  Even  If  war 
ibonld  be  the  reenlt,  (which  I  do  not  by  any 
meana  intidpate,)  I  wonld  rely  with  perfect 
coDfidtDoe  opon  the  ooorage,  patrlotiam,  and 
energy  of  my  countrymen,  for  the  defence  of 
thdrri^ts. 

When  the  mission  of  Lord  Aibborton  was 
first  Bononnoed  1  haUed  it  as  the  olive  branch 
of  peace  and  ftiendshlp,  presented  by  Eneland 
to  thia  country.  The  aiupices  were  all  &vor- 
ible.  I  believed  then,  and  I  believe  stilL  that 
■he  was  sincere.  Her  reveutie  waa  inraffiolent 
for  her  onnnal  expendltnrei ;  she  had  ezpari- 
Hiced  reverBea  in  the  Eaat,  when  she  was  wag- 
ing two  expendve,  nqjnat,  and  bloody  won ;  a 
la^  portion  of  Mr  own  population  was  almoat 
IB  a  rtiite  of  open  rebdUon,  and  aha  had  rignal- 
Ij  failed  In  her  darting  poluy  of  extorting  from 
I^aoce  a  ratificatlMi  ot  the  qnintDple  traa^, 
which  wonld  have  given  her  the  right  of  searui- 
ing  all  European  veasds  on  the  coast  of  Afrioa. 
Such  was  the  condition  at  En^and  wb«i  Lord 
Ashbnrton  orrivad  in  Vaahuigton,  "  having 
been  charged  with  fbll  powers  to  negotiate  and 
hUJb  aQ  mattera  in  disonaaion  between  the  two 
coantries."  When  I  make  this  dedaratioD,  I 
employ  the  very  language  nsed  by  Mr.  Webster 
liitoseH  in  the  very  flrat  aentenoe  ot  bis  di^o- 
tnatio  not«,  dated  on  the  17tb  June  last.  His 
Lordship's  powera  were  not  confined  to  the 
Korth-^stem  boQDdary  qneation,  which  is  the 
only  disputed  question  settled  by  the  treaty; 
but  they  wonld  have  enabled  him  to  detennine 
all  the  vexed  and  dangerotw  quettioDS  which 
sUII  remain  open  to  disturb  the  harmony  and 
threaten  tlie  ^oe  of  the  two  natimis. 

Not  unly  did  a  crisis  then  exist  in  the  affairs 
of  England  eminently  calculated  to  prediapom 
her  to  D  fair  and  amicable  a^instment  of  all  the 


disputed  questions,  but  the  British  Govenuneut 
well  knew  that  theeeqaeitions  were  of  sndhadis- 
ttnct  and  varied  character,  that  some  one  of  Ibem 
bad  itroi^  enlisted  Iba  feelings  of  eadipor- 


they  would  nnite  the  ADserican  pco^  a 
as  one  man  in  demanding  Jualioe.  There  waa 
tiie  Nertii-eaateni  bonnury  qnestion,  which 
peenlisrir  intweated  tiwEaatwn  BMm,  as  did 
the  Hor^weMem  bonndary  the  Western  States^ 
whilst  tbeOiedeqiiestion  haddee^  afi^fected  the 
sMitibilitiea  of  the  Bonthem  and  Bonth-wastam 
portloiu<rf  the  Union.  BedrassfortheOarcdine 
ontragsv  and  an  abandonment  of  the  right  of 
saarob,  wen^ioestions  of  national  honor,  in  wUeb 
every  nan  witii  an  American  heart,  lhioofd)< 
cot  the  broad  extent  of  onr  ooontry,  felt  tbs 
deepeat  Interiat.  The  varied  wronga  of  Eng- 
land bad  nnlted  ns  together  In  an  adamantine 
chain,  no  link  of  wmeh  oo^t  ever  to  have 
been  broken  nntil  these  wrongs  had  dl  been 
redressed.  I  believe  in  my  aool  that  the  pro- 
pitioos  moment  haa  arrived  for  settling  all  these 
qoestions  apon  just  and  honorable  principles. 
Feeling  this  to  be  tiie  case,  I  declared,  on  tlie 
floor  of  the  Senate,  at  the  period  of  Lord  Asb> 
barton'a  arrival,  tliat  onr  motto  ouf^t  to  be — 
AUortwu.  This  Idid,  beoanaalfeltthatDll 
oould  be  adjusted.  I  believe  still  that  all  might 
have  been  adjusted ;  althou^  I  knew  it  wcold 
be  the  poltoy  of  the  British  Goveinment  to  ob- 
tain  a  oesuon  of  that  portion  of  Maine  neces- 
sary to  ooDsolidate  her  power  in  North  Amer- 
ioa,  and  leave  the  otiier  qoestions — particulariy 
that  of  the  cWile — for  "a  more  convenient 
season."  This  Ore<de  qoestion,  from  peouliar 
cansea,  which  I  need  not  explain,  waa  the 
weakest,  except  in  pant  of  Juatica,  of  all  the 

rations  in  dispute ;  whilst  the  prdndkes  of 
British  people  wvo  motf  strcogly  enlisted 
agdnstlta&lrandlioBonblea^uetment.  Lord 
Aahbnrbn  has  aoocaeded  in  obtaining  all  that 
hli  Goveismant  moat  desired,  and  la  postpon- 
ing for  Mure  negotiation  all  which  was  most 
desiraUeftotbe American peoplcb  Untilwitb- 
tn  tiM  Isat  fbw  wades,  we  bad  every  reason 
to  beUeve  that  all  matters  In  dlspata  wonld 
be  B^nsted  bj  the  treaty.  I  an>eal  to  Bena- 
lon  whether  they  have  nob  heard,  over  and 
over  again,  duvn^Hiut  Uie  negotJation,  that 
tbe  on$  obstacle  In  tbe  way  of  setUing  all  onr 
^fflcoUles  waa  the  obstinate  adherence  of  the 
Haiae  oomndsikmers  to  the  line  of  the  treaty 
ofl783.  lofliMimadeinquirleBOoaoemiBgtM 
Oreole  qoestlon,  believing  that  its  a4)ustment 
wonld  be  the  moat  diffloolt ;  and  was  as  often 
Infbnned  that  there  wonld  bo  no  difficulty  in 
providing  for  the  ftitnre,  altboogh  Lord  Ash- 
Wtonnd^t  not  beaUeto  grant  indemoity 
for  the  past;  I  believed  that  all  things  wwe  in 
ttiooesanl  progresa;  and  never  have  I  been 
more  astonished  and  disappointed  than  when  I 
flnt  learned  that  the  Mrae  qneation  akme  had 
been  settled  by  the  treaty,  and  that  nil  the  rest 
of  the  di^Mted  qneetiona  had  merely  been  made 
the  sntj^ecta  <rfa  diplomatie  cmiwqMDdenoe. 

Had  all  the  qnestitms  been  a^insted  between 
the  two  oonntriea,  a  career  of  hwpineaa  and 
I»tMperity  would  nave  been  opeDod  to  both,  on 
which  the  itoagiiatim  of  tbe  philantbroidst 
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mlf^t  love  to  dw«U.  Ttma  mi^t  hftve  wootb- 
ed,  or  eTen  obUtcrated,  the  memorj  of  the  lao- 
OMtlTe  wrongs  and  faianlts  which  ire  have  nif- 
fered  from  EogUod  slnoe  she  flnt  Hknowledged 
our  independenoe ;  «Dd  we  ndght  have  fornit- 
ten  thoMimflrlflndlrfeeUiigB  towards  her,  wudi, 
nnqoeatioiiablj',  now  per^tde  the  great  bodj  of 
tbe  AmerHian  peaq^  Senators  on  this  floor 
mar  weak  ot  the  two  nationa  aa  the  mother 
aod  the  danghter,  and  may  ploose  their  hatsf 
by  aooh  •pitbets  of  mnttud  eadearment ;  hut, 
Id  the  qp'uion  of  a  la^  nuijoritjr  of  oar  eonn- 
trrmeD,  Sn^and  has  erer  acted  as  a  harsh  and 
seme stqimother  towards  tUa 0001)117.  Ihad 
f<nid]T  hoped  that  thla  oimatiml  relationship 
would  VD&  with  tho  terminatioD  of  Lead  Ash- 
bnrton'a  mMon;  and,  had  all  the  qnesdons 
been  settled,  I  was  prepared  to  jidA  mnoK  for 
tlie  sake  of  indi  a  h^ipy  oonsommation. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  diaotu*  each  ot  the 
raljeotB  separately,  inrtdved  in  tlie  correspond- 
eooe  and  the  treat]'.  And,  firsts  I  shall  refbr 
to  the  question  of  Impressment  Tbe  two  lost 
letters  of  ths  swies  rdate  to  thli  sobjeot  On 
tbe  8th  of  Anguat,  (the  day  before  the  termi- 
natjon  <rf  the  special  misdtm,)  Ifr.  Vebster  ad- 
drened  a  letter  to  Lord  ABhbnrt4w,  which  pre- 
srata  a  clear  and  itrtking  view  of  the  arnments 
which  hare  been  hwetofore  urged  ag(£i»t  tlie 
Imprssaroant  ot  Aroarfcan  seamen ;  and  snggeste 
to  the  British  Qovemment  the  propriety  of  re- 
nonndng  the  praeUoe  hereafter.  His  Lord- 
ship rapUed  to  this  letter  on  the  next  day,  (the 
Mb  of  Angnst ;)  and,  with  this  letter,  h&  mt»- 
doa  tennmat«d. 

In  this  letter,  I  ask,  does  Le  abandon  the 
odioni  claim  of  the  British  Government  to  im- 
ivess  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels  t 
Does  he  yield  to  the  unanswerable  argamenta 
|H«sHited  by  Hi.  Webster  t  No,  dr ;  na  On 
tills  salfjeat,  he  Is  not  merely  non-eommittaL 
He  oomes  up  to  the  very  point  which  ha*  al- 
ways been  at  isstie  between  the  two  oonntries; 
— asserts  tbe  principle  of  the  perpctnal  alle- 
giaDoeofall  British-bom  *al(jects  In  the  sbtn^^ 
terms;  and  Justifies  the  practice  of  Improasment 
hi  OBSM  of  neoemty.  Nay,  more :  he  infbrms 
Kr.  Webster  that  we  ourselves  would  resort  to 
the  same  proctlae,  if  oru-  geographical  porition 
did  not  render  it  nnneoessary. 

I  eoofeM,  rir,  I  did  not  anticipate  that  ibe 
subject  of  impressment  would  form  any  part  of 
the  negotiations  between  Hr.  Webster  and  Lord 
Ashbnrton.  This  qoesdon  oo^t  never  to  have 
found  opkce  in  the  corresponunocL  nnleas,  from 
the  preliradnary  eonferencea,  it  bad  been  asoer- 
talned  that  England  was  prepared  to  reoounoe 
the  practice  forever.  Its  introductiMi  has  ^- 
fordcd  Lord  ARhburton  tbe  opportonity  of  in- 
^Mttag  upon  a  claim  to  which  we  con  never 
practaeally  submit,  wiUiout  being  diegmoed  and 
abraded  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  We 
declared  war  against  Great  Britain  thirty  years 
ago,  to  proteot  American  seamen  from  impress- 
ment ;  and  she,  and  all  the  worid,  ongbt  to 
know  that  we  shall  ^  -■ '-    '     "" 


the  practioe  ever  be  remmed.  If  the  sm  ud 
the  stripea  which  float  over  an  Ai»*naaT«sd 
KI>on  the  ocean  cannot  proteot  lU  th(MTh> 
sail  beneath  them  from  ImpmsraMol,  so  Mtte 
to  what  land  tb^  may  owe  their  UitL,  tbn 
we  are  no  lon^  an  indspsntat  n&a. 
WhMiever  any  Bntiah  officer  uill  duetora- 
late  the  flag  of  our  ooontiy  BpMi  t)M  ccctti,  ■! 
■hall  sdse  and  carry  awi^  any  scanen  fnn 
the  deck  of  an  American  veesel,  no  mtllcr  *y 
may  be  the  preteooe,  (nnleas  iDstaat  refaiHu 
dull  be  nude  by  his  Government  tat  tbent 
rage,)  our  only  attemative  will  then  be  wir  Ktt 
tiOTial  dishonor.  We  ore  deeply,  sdawdTpMr 
ed  bef<H«  the  worid,  to  avei^  Midi  a  «nif 
without  «  moment'e  nnneoessary  idtj.  fiui 
an  act  would,  in  eSbet,  be  adeclsttlMadia 
sg^nst  OB ;  and  Great  Britjun  kaaws  it  vd. 
She  claims  the  right  of  impressment,  H  tbdlip- 
rent  right  only,  and  when  she  shsU  go  to  n 
with  France,  or  any  other  nation,  ibs  ciB  tki 
count  the  cost  to  bcraelf  which  DMT  rcnk  ha 
this  practioe.  Shemaj  refi«in,froDi  tbias- 
victjon  that  It  would  o(»vert  n*  &om  Ui^  t 
nentraL  into  her  most  deadly  eneia;.  Sc^ii; 
no.  This  is  not  a  qnestion  for  bowir  i^p^ 
atioD,  but  for  war,  mevltable  war,  ikeU  il» 
oeoasirai  ever  onfutonatdy  arise.  Bri  Gm 
Brit«dn  will  have  a  care  how  she  prCTOkei  ad 
"  '   '    vlfdatioD  of  every  gM^ue^holH' 


tioaal  law,  alAough  die  maji^im  ixai; 
to  renounce  the  practice.  War  tun'  '  '^ 
neoeasary  result  of  impreasment,  or  on 


War  nut  b  tl> 


character  mutt  become  Sisubject  d  KOtui 
contempt  for  all  "■»ni™»i 

I  proceed  next  to  the  caaeof  thaCmbSi 
There  waa  nothing  easier  in  the  wtrid  ibaW 
settle  this  question  salisfbctorily.  Tbe  Brink 
Govamment  had  only  to  ncknovMp  w 
Ottrtain  Drew  and  hia  band  of  vcltaleer  i^» 
raooes  were  in  tiie  wrong  when,  undtrftt)* 
pioeaofOolonel  HcNab,  thoy  had  ionUor 
territory,  burnt  the  Oarollne,  and  nndrndii 
AmeriMn  ntiwn ;  and  then  do  sK  tbg  <» 

....        ....      ....— =-j^u»M> 

fV^J^ 

providing  for  tbe  fiinuly  of  the  mirina  Df 
foe,  if  he  hare  a  &mily.     '^-  ~' ""^  "^ 


1  dedara  war  again,  should 


wrongs  and  rep^  the  injury  as  liv  ubxA 
is  the  fint  dictate  of  every  jut  and  bwnw 
man,  at  the  moment  ho  beoomea  oonnso^v 
his  error.  Snob  ought  to  be  the  ms^^ 
every  inst  and  honoraUe  nstion.  A^  '" 
Grest  Britain  pnrsDed  this  coarse  in  tbetw 
of  theOarolinel  Baseheeltber  adiritMtt 
natjonal  wrong,  or repdred  it  br"M^^ 
pensation  to  thcae  who  wwe  its  licu*!' 
Neither  Oio  one  nor  aw  otbw.  WebinW 
told,  hideed,  by  the  BtatHor  from  YJi^ 
(Mr.  RivB,)  that  thisold  and  baagMr»«* 

Srond  in  arms,  has  aubmit&d  to  aik  wr  f** 
ir  the  outrage;  andheoonddovtUisp" 
trinmph.  But  U  thisthefocti  Lst  ti»k«r 
of  Lord  Adiburton  to  Hr.  Webtfar,  of  Ih  »» 
July,  be  oarrftally  examined  by  any  B»** 
and  he  must  arrive  at  a  direotly  *fP<»>»  °°^ 
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closion.  I  SMert  that  thfs  letter  conteiiis  an 
th\t  uid  elaborate  jnsttfloation  of  tlw.attaok  on 
the  Candine,  and  a  viadlcation  of  the  iBritlah 
officers  who  planned  and  oondncted  it.  How 
could  it  he  otherwise  t  Has  not  Oolonel  Ho- 
5ab  been  knighted,  and  Captain  Drew  penEton- 
ed,  for  this  gaUant  exploit  agunst  nnarmed 
men,  who  vainly  1)eIIeTed  that  the  Amerloan 
Bag  upoD  Amerioan  soil  waa  a  protectim  aninat 
Britisii  outrage  I  Have  we  not  aeMi,  wluin  a 
few  days,  that  a  pQUio  dinner  atwliich  a  noble 
Date  presided,  has  reoentlf  been  given  to  Hr 
Allen  HoNab,  in  I^ndon,  where  ne  nodved 
nieh  honors  aa  will  enconnige  blm  agtto  to  tI* 
olate  onr  territorT',  wbenerer  Intereat  or  feeliiw 
iliall  again  i^onint  to  a  similar  outrage  I  lau 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  point  to  anr  portion 
of  the  letter  where  the  oondnot  of  McNab  and 
Drew  has  been  oondnnned ;  nay,  more,  I  ask 
him  to  point  to  any  portion  of  the  letter  vbere 
it  bas  not  been  jnetlded.    It  Is  very  true  that 


the  Caroline  outrage)  as  strong  aa  were  ever 
presented  in  snch  oases,"  deolares  "that  no 
slight  of  the  authority  of  the  Dnited  Btateaira* 
ever  intended ; "  and  dUkOn^  thta  serriee  was 
necesaair,  yet,  as  it  isTOlTed  a  violation  of  onr 
territory,  he  wonld  deprecate  iia  reonrroioe. 
In  the  Teiy  smtenoe  to  which  tJie  Senator  fram 
Virginia  refere,  In  whioh  bia  Xordship  r^reta 
"that  some  explanation  and  apokwy&r  this 
occnrrenoe  was  not  immediately  made,"  he  atUl 
oontinnea  to  jostlfy  tbe  eqitnre  and  deatrnetiMi 
of  the  Carolme  on  the  plea  of  neoeaai^.  The 
whole  anbatanee  tdT  thia  letter  m^  be  mnuned 


[Acs 


n,  1842. 


np  in  a  very  ttw  word^  tlms;  Althon^  the 
violation  of  yonr  territory,  and  the  dettrnotioD 
'  the  Osroline,  were  afaaolntely  neoeaaary  and 


antlrely  jQfltiflable,  and  aa  rack  have  reedved 
the  approbation  of  the  Brltiah  Government; 
ret  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  any  inch  neoeaii- 
ty  exIstAi,  and  hope  it  may  not  again  ooeor,  I 
uao  regret  that  anoh  an  ndasraon  and  tiptA' 
■ygj  for  this  ooonrrenoe  aa  1  have  Jost  made^ 
lad  not  been  tendered  to  yonr  Government  im- 
ncdintely  after  the  avMib  A  man  rnns  me 
hrongb  the  body  with  a  aword,  and  afterwards 
!xplatns  and  apologisee  to  me^  by  asanring  me 
,hat  his  act  was  b^neoeMaryandJnstifiahle; 


or  the  Caroline  ootrage. 

After  all  that  I  have  said,  It  woiild  be  in  vain 
u  nsk  whether  Lord  Ashbnrton  has  granted 
ndemnity  to  the  owner  of  the  Caroline,  <x  pro- 
■ided  for  the  bmlly  of  the  mnrdered  Dnrfbe. 
t  doea  not  appear  that  Ifr.  Tebeter  evw  de- 
landed  any  snofa  indemni^,  or  even  aUoded  to 
he  BDMeet.  He  n|ay  poaribly  have  adverted 
i>  tt  in  hit  private  oonnrenoea  with  I.ord  Aah- 
arton ;  bat  if  he  dht—my  Ufa  npon  It— tlie 
nevr«r  waa,  that  tlie  attaok  on  the  OaroUne 
ras  Jnstiflable,  and,  therefore,  not  a  auliject  of 
idemnity.  TonliavethoapeTmittedthiasteam- 
oat,    owned  by  an  Anwrioan  mtiaim,  whilst 


onder  American  oolma,  and  moored  in  an  Amer- 
ican port,  to  be  deatroyed  by  the  British  an- 
thorines,  without  even  asking  them  to  indem- 
niiy  the  owner.  Does  not  Jnstioe  reqnire  that 
yon  dionld  indenidfy  the  dtinn  wh<Hn  yonr 
own  soil  and  your  own  fiag  could  not  protect 
and  fiir  whom  yon  aaked  no  indemnity  I  I 
shall  not,  at  preient,  attempt  to  answer  this 
queetion.  On  the  Olaa  of  onr  executive  docn- 
menta  there  ia  to  be  fonnd  a  memorial  ft^ 
the  oitinns  of  Bnffitlo,  presented  in  Mandi, 
1888,  irhldi  plaeea  the  eUin  of  Ur.  Wella,  the 
Am^iean  owner  irf  the  Oandine,  in  a  very 
_. —  "^ht;  and  a>  we  have  not  even  asked 
setion  fte'  him  from  the  Uritiah  Gov- 
.  it  will  be  a  aerions  qucation  whether 
we  ara  not  bonnd  to  indemnify  him  onrsdvee. 

But  Lord  Aihburton,  in  this  extraordinary 
letter,  ia  not  oontent  with  acting  on  the  defen- 
sive. In  the  eondndon  of  it,  Se  becomes  the 
aaaaitant.  Referring  to  the  eaae  of  MoLeod,  he 
complaina  that  "iMlvidnali  have  been  made 
peraonally  liable  for  acta  done  under  the  avow- 
ed antlMvi^  of  their  Government; "  and  he 
Inquired  whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
Statea  ia  now  in  a  oondilkin  to  •urrender  those 
engued  in  snob  enteriwiaeB  a>  die  c^itnre  of 
the  Caroline,  witltont  wA^fmita^  them  to  trial. 

Hr.  Webster  rq>lied  to  this  letter  <a  the  eth 
of  Angnst,  and  Infonns  his  Lordship  that  the 
President  is  satbfled,  "  and  will  make  tikis  snb- 


plainto 
hrther 


And  thua  enda  Uie  Cartdlne  qnesUon. 
Bnt  iiot  ao  the  MeLeod  question.  Mr.  Wet>- 
atw  admits,  aa  he  had  done  in  the  beginnlns, 
tlut  HcLeod  on^t  to  hnve  been  >atr«idereu, 
wilbont  trial,  <«t  the  demand  of  the  British 
OovemmenL  He  gneioailT  expldns  the  re^ 
son  why  (his  «mld  not  be  done,  and  casts  the 
Uame  "np(»aBlateeanrt,andtbatnotof  the 
liigbeat  Jurisdiction,"  wliich  "  was  embarraiaed, 
OB  it  would  vpesr,  by  technical  difflcoltiea." 
He  B^a,  however,  tliat  tlie  Qoverament  of  the 
United  States  htUa  Itself  not  only  folly  <Uspoe> 
ed,  but  fblly  oompetent,  to  ftilfll  its  acknowl- 
edged obUgotioni  to  fobjectacf  England,  who 
may,  hereafter,  o>m«  in  an;h  entartuisei; 
and  infonns  Us  Lordibip  that  the  attention  of 
Congress  "  has  been  oailled  to  tlie  solject,  to 
say  what  Airthw  providon  ooglit  to  be  made  to 

Tdite  prooee^ngs  Id  so^  oases." 
now  come  to  the  Creole  question.  And 
here  we,  who  are  of^oaed  to  the  treaty,  have 
been  tMd  that  this  is  peooliarly  a  Southern 
ooeition ;  end  that,  it  the  Bwatwa  flmn  the 
Booth  are  aatiified  with  the  manner  in  whioh 
it  has  been  a^Jnstad,  we  onght  not  to  complain. 
£Ur,  this  la  not  a  mere  Bonuem  qneation,  bat  it 
ia  a  question  which  detfdy  afitets  the  htnior  of 
the  whde  country.  I  n^;ht  here  repeat  what 
I  bavesdd  npcm  afbrmer  ocoadoa— tliat  all 
Christendom  la  leagued  against  the  South  upon 
this  qneation  of  dctnettio  slavery.  They  liave 
noouwr  allies  to  anitaln  their  conatttDtional 
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ligfatA,  except  the  D«moomqr  of  tbe  North.  I 
do  Dot  mean  to  insiniute  that  the  Whig  party 
of  the  North  we  geamHj  abolitloiiista.  Far 
from  it  But  this  I  wtU  ny,  that  Whig  ouidl- 
dfites  most  generaltj  receive  the  mpport  of  the 
aboUtJoniata ;  and,  therebra,  the  Wbiga,  ta  a 
mrtj',  are  car«M  not  to  give  them  oflfanoe; 
Far  dlfferant  is  the  conduct  of  the  Democrat*. 
In  inj  ovn  State,  we  ioaoribe  upon  oor  party 
baonen,  hocttlity  to  abolltloii.  It  ii  them  tma 
of  the  cardinal  principles  of  the  Democratic 
part]' ;  and  many  a  hard  battle  have  we  fonght 
to  snat^n  thia  prindple.  Vhitat  the  Demoorata 
of  Uie  North  are  opposed  to  alarerr  in  tlie  ^ 
■traoL  they  are  ever  ready  to  m^tain  the  c<h)- 
■titational  rights  of  the  Booth  agaimt  the  fleme 
and  faofltloal  ipirit  of  abolidon.  I,  therefore, 
claim  the  right  of  dlaciuBlng  the  Creole  <]iiee- 
tion.  It  was  my  anztona  dwrire  and  confident 
hope  that  this  qn«aUon,  at  least,  might  hare 
been  settled  by  the  trea^.  I  firmly  bdiere 
that  the  i^opttKnu  moment  for  adJcMing  it  on 
boDorable  terma  baa  paaaed  nr«y  ncever.  Tb« 
British  Govemment  mbht  have  conseirted  to 
■eoept  the  Utter  with  the  sweet ;  and  to  have 
done  ns  JuBtioe  on  the  Cnoio  qaestion,  for  the 
nke  of  obtaining  that  portion  of  Ualne  wliirti 
they  so  ardently  desired.  Bat  we  have  not 
Improved  the  gtdden  opportnnlty;  and  now 
what  are  we  told  t  ITby,  that  a  great  advance 
has  been  made  towards  the  settlement  of  this 
qneetion  by  the  eorre^ondi 


And  what  Is  a  diplomatlo  note! 
man  ever  dreamed  of  adjusting  an  important 
question,  well  calculated  to  impair  the  harmony 
and  destroy  the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  by 
a  diplomatio  noCet  A  treaty  u  the  onlv  mode 
known  to  the  law  of  nationa  by  wbicn  inch 
qaestions  can  be  settled.  Now,  dr,  if  tlie  let- 
ter of  Lord  Aihborton,  of  the  6th  i'  -    - 

even   oontiuned  every  atipnlation    ... 

ooold  desire  In  regard  to  the  Orecde  question, 
to  what  wooM  it  amonntt  It  mMit  poiriUy 
Und  the  hoDOr  <tf  tbe  preaent  British  caUnet : 
bntj  after  a  change  of  ministry,  would  it  bind 
tbnr  encoesBorst  No  man  will  pretend  h.  A 
new  ministry  wonld  say  to  ns.  Why  did  yon 
~" «yoorclwmed  rights  by  treaty  f    We 


ministry.  And  more  espedally  are  wo  __. 
boQod  by  it,  when  that  minister  himself  in  tiie 
very  flret  sentence  of  the  note  on  which  yon 
rely,  disclaims  all  aathority  from  his  Oovem- 
ment  to  enter  into  any  formal  stlpidatlon  on 
thesnfjeoi;  and  in  s  subsequent  part  of  it,  re- 
fers "  to  great  prindpke  too  dcMly  rooted  in 
tbe  coDsolences  and  eympathlea  of  Ute  Briddi 
people,"  which  might  oanee  a  diaBTowal  of  any 
engi^ement  into  which  he  might  enter  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  this  question. 

Bat,  even  if  the  engagement  contained  In  this 
note  of  Lord  Asbbnrton  were  solemnly  inserted 
in  the  body  of  the  treaty  ttaelf,  It  would  be 
wholly  ineffbetnaL  It  U  contained  in  two  eea- 1 
tences,  wUdi  I  sbsll  nad ;  I 


Un  with  earcM  attention  to  tka  viAtfU 
GoTemment,  and  that  there  diall  be  no  oBnou  » 
lerference  with  American  vmxIi  dtivea  \ijtc6tM 
or  by  vlolenee  into  those  port&  Tbe  Im  ud  Ut- 
iles of  hoi[utBlity  dull  be  eieented,  and  A««  am 
neither  to  require  nortojnstifjinj  ftntttrlii|riri- 
tioD  into  the  state  of  mtsodbot  tUnpoiboirdtf 
vessels  so  ritaaled,  Ihaa  may  be  InihptBMtfc  tt 
enforce  the  obaervanee  of  tbe  annidpu  In  tttkt 
cotony,  and  the  ptoper  regnlatiOBOfltibutoiial 

Now,  sir,  when  we  couHder  the  nttin  of 
oor  grlennoe,  we  riiall  petcrfve  tt  iMik* 
wboD^'  inadequate  his  Lardsltip'i  Kipiisia 
will  be  to  alToH  a  remedy.  Amm»aa6tm, 
in  bwuporting  their  sisvea  by  sea,  fim  b 
AUantiD  States  to  States  on  the  Gulf  of  Moi^ 
andffli  the  Hissiarinpi,  must  pan  tht«#lbi 
Bahama  channel.  If  tb<ir  veaaeis  an  driM 
into  a^  British  port  along  this  duantl,  bf 
storms^  or  are  caitied  therein  toKupmeid 
mutiny  and  murder,  the  alavai,  who  taa  ac^ 
to  the  shore  br  any  meaaa  whatem.  m  > 
stantiy  free.  8«di  la  tbe  law  of  Ei^ 
which  will  most  probeUy  new  be  mifi. 
But  whilst  tbe  slaves  rwMin  on  bsiriifa 
Americsn  vesael,  tii^yare,  in  theeoMfUa 
of  the  law  of  natiima,  on  American  MiiL  K<*. 
If  his  Lordship  had  stipnlated  that  ikMU 
anthoritiea  dtoold  pravent  the  dam  oi  M 
of  Teasels  driven  into  port  by  atonn^  «r  anil' 
there  by  mutiny,  ftom  makiBg  tbiireait  <• 
tbe  diore,  there  would  have  been  mmdaa- 
cyin  tbe  engflgnnent.  Thb  would  bm  bM 
astipulation  todoaporitiveaet,  wUiinw 
have  retdned  and  eeeored  the  alaiaatii 
poseearion of  their  mseters.  Batthtis(ip 
mantaof  Lord  Aihbartoa  anaQMn^K!'' 
tive.  The  British  colonial  gorwaartiit^ 
thamsdveeto  be  instmnwntal  in  reltMi«  " 
slaves— (hey  shall  not  oadtOj  interien  ifl 
American  vaasds  driven  l>y  aesidnt  iri  •! 
violenoe  into  thoee  porta,— they  dnil  Mt  0* 
any  flirther  laquiritton  into  the  state  cf|>*«" 

things  on  board  <tf  veasds  thus  altiaM,iw 
may  be  neceaaary  to  enAmie  themnoF*"'*^ 
All  is  negative,  and  is  latoided  mudjU  ;•» 
vent  die  Britiab  antheritiee  tbem«ins  M 
beeomdng  actors  In  violatinft  ear  n^'^* 
pec^Ie  of  any  of  these  cdmues,  witwetviW' 
Ing  hia  Loidship's  ewgagment,  ■syiiui'M' 
to  prodoea  the  eeMqie  of  tbe  alavai  mm  W 
■wdtveeMas.  That  tbaywiUhenatesO" 
dds  manner,  there  can  be  -no  doaM,jsin 
from  Ihdr  past  eendoot.  ,. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1S4Q,  we  nKJ™? 
a  unanimous  vote,  that  our  sh^  *""  't  r 
seas,  in  time  of  peaee,  wei^  Beeordiafl»w'^ 
of  nationa,  under  the  exchuiva  jaaaaa^^ 
our  country;  and,  flirthsr,  Uis^wiMa  »« 
by  stress  of  weather,  or  other  unavaidHi«<M|^ 
into  theportsof  a  friendly  pew,  tMT' *" 
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tbtir  cwgtMS,  "md  penoo*  on  board,  vith 
tb«ir  proper^,  and  all  the  rigbu  belonging  to 
tildr  perwDal  relstiotu,  aa  Mtablisbed  bj  tb« 
liwR  tit  the  Stata  to  which  they  belong,  vonld 
be  placed  nnder  the  prot«ction  which  the  law 
of  nationa  extendi  to  the  imfortonate  under 
nch  circunutance*."  rheao  propasitiooa  have 
been  demonatnUod  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
ind  jet,  after  oar  dear  lighta,  nndar  the  lav 
cf  nationa,  have  been  repeatedly  ootraged  by 
tbe  BriU«h  anthoritiea  and  people,  all  we  have 
obU^ned  for  their  aeenrity  u  a  diplomat  nota 
BODtainiog  eDgagmnenta  which  will  hare  no 
pnctieal  effeot  whatever,  and  whteh  m«y  be 
recalled  at  pleasure  by  the  Britiah  OoTemment. 
So  mnoh  for  the  oaae  of  the  Creole. 

I  now  approach  the  trea^  itaeU^  and  Hhall 
frit  dlienaa  the  eighth  artlde.  Itatlpnlataathat 
Mch  of  the  oontraeting  parties  ihall  Tnainf^in  on 
the  coaat  of  AIHoa  a  naval  fbree  not  leaa  than 
ti^ty  gmu,  to  enfbroe,  aeparately,  the  lawa  of 
Moh  eooDbrj  U«  the  enppraaninn  of  the  alav«- 
tnds;  "the  i^iqnadronB  to  be  independent 
of  eaoh  other,  bat  the  two  Oovmnneata  Kipa> 
lating,  MTCrtaeleaB,  to  give  anch  ordera  to  their 
offleaiB  eMwnaitding  tMr  re^Metive  fitreeii  m 
dial!  enable  Utem  to  act  most  efibctoaUy  In 
MHtcart  and  eo-o^eratloo,  n^on  nnttaal  cononl- 
tatioD,  aa  axigeneiei  may  arise,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  tha  Inie  ot^JeBt  of  thia  aitlole ;  n^ei 
of  an  tneh  oadara  to  be  oommnnieatBd  by  eaidi 
Gorennunt  to  the  odier,  retpeotlvriy." 

Kmr,  (ir,  tbe  firat  remark  in  regsra  to  tlila 
matt  important  artide,  wUch  most  itrike  eveiT 
mind,  ia,  that  it  hai  beoome  a  port  of  the  trea- 
i],  withont  any  correapondenoe  whatever  be- 
tween the  two  plen^MMentiartea  in  relation  to 
the  tabjecL  We  are  left  entirely  in  the  dait 
M  to  the  motivea  which  Inflaeaoed  tba  negotiv 


ton  in  fomdng  thia  artiole,  exMpt  from  the 

obwnrehinUwhichmaybe'    "    ■"- 

PraBidenfa  Ueaa^e  which 


be  ocdlectad  fhim  tbe 

..DBpanied  the 

And  her*  I  voaM  Ntnanc,  that  this 


ooRMpondenee  threnghoat  preaenia  a  ringolar 
qMctade,  wUcih,  I  trnat,  m^  never  be  euibtt- 


vioouy  arranged  in  verbal  oonforaacea,  without 
■ny  note  or  memorandnm  of  what  had  trana- 
lurad  at  them,  before  the  date  erf  the  lettera 
otmunnnicated  with  the  toeaty ;  and  theie  let- 
tera were  evidently  intended  merely  to  present 
reanlta  in  andi  a  form  aa  might  best  satbfy  the 
peopl«  of  both  nationa.  The  original  praten- 
(ioiu  on  tbe  one  aide  or  tbe  oHiei^-tbe  manner 
in  which  they  were  related— the  means  by 
whioh  th«y  were  modified  and  received  their 
present  form— all,  all  are  bvrted  in  oblivion,  ao 
far  aa  thia  Government  ia  eoncemed.  The 
nade  upon  tbe 

- „ laeSitoed  them 

Sneh  ia  th»«a8e  in  relaUon  to  this 
Govtnmient;  bat  not  ao,  I  ahall  venture  to  a»- 

^ow,      .      ,  _  __ 

bwlhedave-fawde.    OordntrbotbtoOodaiid 


ka  of  the  negotiators  were  nu 
1,  and  the  Mtnming  tide  haa 
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num  reqoireg  that  we  ihoold  prevent  it  from 
bong  condocted  nnder  Uie  American  flag.  For 
thia  parpoae,  we  onght  to  send  a  naval  force  to 
the  coast  of  Africa,  whenever  it  may  become 
neocwary  for  tta  snppreeaion.  This  oonrae  we 
have  alwaya  hitherto  pnraned.  Bat  why  ahonld 
we  yield  up  tbe  exennie  of  oar  own  ifee  will, 
at  tlte  dictation  of  England  I  Why  ahonld  we 
bind  onraelves  in  bmida  to  her  that  we  shall  do 
oar  dalyl  Tbe  Father  of  hia  Ooontry,  while 
be  advised  ns  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendahip 
with  all  nations,  at  the  same  time  warned  ns 
against  entangling  ■'»■"■■«*  with  any.  We  have 
hitherto  actM  npon  tUa  wise  U)d  salutary 
maxim ;  and  the  prcaent  is  the  firat  oitangling 
alUanoe  we  have  ever  contracted  with  any  na- 
tJOD,  since  the  date  of  bis  solemn  warning. 
Eereaftw,  whether  it  be  oonvenient  or  Incon- 
venient to  ns — whether  it  be  neoesaary  <ir  not^ 
— we  have  a>demnly  pledged  oorselves  to  Eng- 
land, thaL  at  all  tunes,  and  nnder  all  circnm* 
stances^  auring  the  period  of  five  years,  we 
shaU  keepri^tygnns  afloat  on  the  coaat  of 
AiUoa:  and  the,  of  all  othera,  is  the  nation 
whidt  will  exact  a  striot  performance  of  thb 
[d«dg&.  Thwa  is  no  reciprority,  except  in 
name,  in  Una  article  ei  tbe  treaty.  The  naval 
Gm»  <rf  Great  Britain  is  so  large,  that,  witiiont 
any  engagement  whatever,  ahe  wonld  keep  a 
greater  nnmber  than  eighty  gooa  on  the  Afri- 
can coasL  In  the  ikoe  of  all  theae  objections, 
and  in  this  moment  of  oar  dqirewed  Suance^ 
we  agree  to  expend  $700,000  pw  annum,  to 
enable  England  to  present  to  Obristeodom  thin 
new  trophy  which  she  haa  won  in  the  canso  of 
nxdversal  (unancipation.  I  take  my  estimate 
of  the  exponae  fVom  the  Senators  fW>m  Hisboari 
and  Hew  Hampehire,  (Meaars.  Burros  and 
Woo^tmx,)  who  state  that  tbe  coat  of  each 
gon  at  sea  (inolnding  ship-bnilding  and  all) 
amonnts  to  19,000. 

Bat,  rir,  mneb  as  I  diriikc  this  artide  in  the 
aapeet  In  which  it  has  already  been  presented, 
I  didike  it  still  more  when  viewed  in  another 
ll^l^  To  tne,  it  af^iears,  under  all  the  ciroam- 
etoncea,  to  be  the  price  paid  to  the  British 
Qovenuoaot  for  a  relinquishment  of  tta  claim, 
during  the  contiunanoe  of  the  maty,  to  the 
tight  of  visiting  and  searcldng  American  veMels 
on  the  coaat  of  Africa.  On  this  subject  we 
must  grope  oor  way  in  the  dark— having  no 
light  to  weet  our  steps,  but  what  appears  on 
the  &ee  of  tite  artide  itoel^  and  the  Intimations 
contained  in  the  Freddsnt's  Message. 

We  have  the  dedaration  of  the  Preudent, 
"that  the  trea^  oUigatkma  aobaisting  between 
the  two  oountrka  for  the  iop^eesion  of  tbe 
African  slave-trade,  and  the  oomploinU  made 
to  thia  Govenmmt  within  the  last  three  w 
tarn  years,  (many  of  them  bat  too  w^  found- 
ed,) M  tiw  visitation,  seixore,  and  detention  of 
American  veesels  on  that  coast,  by  British 
cruisers,  oonld  not  but  form  a  delicate  and 
highly  important  part  of  the  negotiations  which 
have  now  beea  hdd."  We  thas  learn,  from  tbe 
highest  aathtHity,  that  tbe  right  of  vidtation 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBIDaHENT  OF  THE 


in«oii 


and  search  on  the  AfKoan  cout  did  form  a  del- 
icate and  highl]'  tmportant  part  of  t^e  negotia- 
tioQB,  Tbia  was  all  condnoted  in  private  oon- 
ferenoea;  aa  DoUkiog  on  the  auliject  appears  In 
the  eorremoDdeDoe.  Mr.  Webster  mnit,  nn- 
qnestfonaUT,  have  oompUned  to  Lord  Asbbar- 
ton  of  the  ontrages  oommitted  upon  oar  flog  hj 
British  cmteert ;  and  Us  Lordsmp  ntost  proba- 
bly replied  that  these  were  neccflsarT  to  anp- 
presauesUTe-tradelBAmeHoaavessela.  Hot 
jrm  the  question  to  be  oomproraised  I  B7  a 
■dptdotion,  mi  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  ther  would  keep  &  onffldent  force  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  to  visit  and  search  their  own 
veas^  thus  rendering  nnneceBMiT  their  visi- 
tolion  and  search  by  British  omisers.  In  this 
inftienoe  I  am  snat^ed  bj  the  Jongoage  of  the 
Freddent  Ha  sajs  that  "  the  examination  or 
Tiritaticm  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation, 
hj  Um  oniiaers  of  another,  for  any  pnrpoee,  ez' 
oept  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law 
Ofnations,  under  whatever  restraints  or  r^nla- 
tions  it  may  take  pl«ce,  may  lead  to  doDgeroQa 
nsnlts.  It  is  Gkr  better,  by  other  means,  to 
anpersede  any  supposed  neoesaity,  or  any  mo- 
tive^ for  snch  examination  or  visit.  Interfer- 
«noe  witii  a  merchant  vessel  by  an  armed  omi»- 
or,  is  alwaya  a  delieate  proceeding,  apt  to  tonoh 
the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  aa  to  affect 
the  interest  of  individnala.  It  has  l>een  thought, 
therrfbre,  expedioit,  not  only  in  oooordanoe 
witlt  the  etlpnlstioiu  of  the  treo^  of  Ghent, 
bnt,  at  the  same  thne,  as  removing  all  pretext 
on  the  part  of  others  for  violating  tlie  immuni- 
ties of  uie  American  flag  upon  the  seas,  as  they 
axtst  and  are  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  to 
enter  Into  the  artidea  now  snbmitted  to  the 
Senate."  These  articles,  then,  were  entered 
into  finr  Uie  purpose  of  removing  all  pretexts, 
on  the  part  of  the  Britlab  Ooremmeo^  for  ex- 
amining and  searching  onr  vessels  on  tne  coast 
of  Africa,  These  ortioles  are  the  price  which 
we  have  agreed  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  not 
bring  searched  bv  ^tiah  omiaerB.  Bnt  the 
eigbtU  article  of  the  treaty  may  be  annnlled,  at 
tiie  pleasure  of  tither  Ooverament,  at  the  end 
of  five  years ;  and  if  it  ahonld  be,  what  will 
then  be  onr  condition  t  All  the  oirogant  and 
nnjiiHt  pretenMons  of  the  British  Government 
to  visit  and  examine  American  veeaeb  will  then 
revive ;  because  the  treo^  contains  no  rennn- 
(nation  whatever  of  these  pretenslonB.  The 
»  will  then  be  remitted  to  the  condition 
n  which  they  were  placed  before  it  was  con- 
ulnded.  Nay,  more ;  the  clum  of  Great  Bri- 
tain will  bo  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  we 
have  agreed  to  purchase  a  temporary  exemp- 
tion from  its  exercise,  at  the  price  of  maintain- 
ing a  squadron  of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  aarinK  a  period  of  five  years. 

The  Prendent  has  referred  to  the  stipnlationB 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  osono  reamn  for 
theadoptionofthiseighth article.  Thetenthor- 
tide  of  that  treaty  decdares  as  follows:  "Where- 
as the  trofflo  in  riaves  Is-  irreconcilable  with  the 
prlndples  of  humanity  and  jnrioe,  and  whereas 


KJ 


both  his  Hi^Mty  and  the  United  StaUindi. 
sirons  of  continuing  their  eflcrts  tatmaOt  ib 
entire  oboUtmn,  it  is  heteby  agreed,  ikn  Mh 
the  cc»trscting  parties  shall  wetbebUAn- 
deavors  to  aecwnplisb  so  dedrable  >■  oIjmL'' 

The  whde  w<«4d  knows  bov  «si^,  ad  «itt 
what  petaevering  energy,  the  UmUd  StaM 
have  exerted  themselves  to  sni^nsi  flb  oSam 
trade.  They  were  the  first,  a  tew  ycsn  ilts 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  daioanoe  it  h  pmn 
nnder  their  bws ;  and  other  nations  htn  fti- 
lowed  their  example,  lliey  have  fiottifal^ 
c<»nplied  with  the  treatr  rf  Ghent,  in  thf 
their  best  endeavors  for  tne  snpprmioa  rf  lli 
traije.  Bnt  will  any  person  prstMid  lU  At 
t«nth  article  of  this  treaty  impoae*  tuj  aU^ 
tion  npon  them  to  make  a  new  sad  Mx 
treaty,  abridging  their  liberty  of  Ikinkiqi  ad 
acting  for  themselves  in  acoom[£ihiiig  thiide- 
sirabte  object ;  and  oompelUnR  th«m  Is  n^ 
tain  a  squadron  on  the  ooaat<K  Africa,  teittii 
concert  with  a  Britid  squadrcm,  fix  tlk  pr 
pose  I  Surely,  Lord  AAbnrton  never  get  ^ 
any  moh  pretenrion.  The  tenth  srtide  d  tk 
treaty  of  Ghent  is  oomolete  in  itsdt^  sod  c» 
templated  no  new  stipniation  between  tbt  tn 
Governments. 

Senators  say  that  tho  two  squadnas  ata 
act  independently  erf' each  other;  andnadm^ 
now  exists  that  American  vessds  wiB  b«  rat 
ed  and  examined  by  British  eruiMn.  I  M 
tbat  the  facts  may  justify  their  precljctka.  Ba 
the  treaty  Itself  pravides  that  the  tvoUeno- 
ments  shall  "  give  moh  orders  to  the<A*| 
commanding  ^eir  reqwedve  fbree^  mtj 
enable  them  most  eSeotaally  to  aotkntH 
and  co-operation."  The  British  tquhN* 
the  coast  of  AfHoaw""  ■"  '  ' — 

than  the  American ; 

by  an  admiral,  or  « , 

idtboo^  no  direct  ord^v  may  be  i>^MM 
the  British  eommander  to  an  Ammen  wM' 
yet,  when  the  two  sanadrons  are  bonnd  t*» 
operate  with  each  ouier,  inflneaes  viD,  T"* 
Uy,  be  rabstitoted  for  command.  TteAnn^ 
con  sqnadFonwill  tbo^  ineffi»ct,  beeMD«»>« 
Bubsidisry  force  to  that  of  En^and.  C|«' 
review  of  all  the  consideratjons  invdra  ■ 
thb  subject,  I  feel  deeply  sc^dtcea  m» 
pending  motion  should  prevail,  to  itrfte  w 
el^th  article  from  the  treaty.  TbenniiABi 
letst  danger  but  that  it  will  be  ratiied  I7  ^ 
land  without  this  article.  The  honor  rf  v 
nation  reijuires  Hut  wo  AwM  m^  <* 
amendment.  After  all  that  has  )MM.  r 
ahonld  stand  npon  that  sacred  prln^  "  * 
law  of  nations  that  the  Anwrican  BtB-"*!^ 
at  the  mast  headrf  an  Aniericanvewel,** 
protect  berfhnnvidtationandaesrdby^- 
ish  omisers.  la  what  oonditko  do  «P» 
France  ^  yielding  to  tlie  demands  orw^ 
—that  FriBoe,  whoae  peo^  have  enr  w* 
ready  and  ever  wHUdr  to  stand  by  ■>  <■  "; 
dayandhonrofdangerf  Itisksontouu 
that  Endand,  by  her  persevemng  "^^^^ 
hod  obtained  fhwa  the  Gownmoite  aRbk 


."  ine  unusn  tqoDMw 
ieawill  necessarily  UlsfB 
in;  anditwiDbeMtBBMW 
r  other  offleer  cf  li^  M 
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Biurit,  Pnuns,  and  Aurtria,  a  treatr  rieldlnK 
the  ligbi  of  Beoroh  oa  the  ooMt  of  Aoica ;  ana 
(ba  exMcted  to  «ztart  this  oonoMrion  from  qb, 
tbrougn  the  moral  infincBoe  of  these  nations. 
The  treaty  bad  not  7^  been  ratified  bj  Franoe, 
when  oar  miniater  at  Faria  interpoeed.  Hit 
powerfttl  protest  against  it  aroosed  the  French 
people  to  a  eense  of  their  danger.  Thejr  took 
the  alarm,  and,  like  their  fatliN^  in  the  fiavo- 
Intioo,  thej  noited  with  ns  In  aaeerting  tiie  in- 
dependence of  their  flag  and  onr  flas.  Bach  a 
itorm  of  indignation  was  thns  rateed,  that  the 
Fiencti  Oorenimeot  withheld  Its  ratification 


have  framed  a  treaty  with  the  Briljah  Gorent- 
ment,  by  which  thej  not  onlj  do  not  renounce 
the  right  of  warefa,  bnt  have  obtuned  from  ns 
HI  implied  acknowledgment  of  the  eiistenoe  of 
uoh  a  right,  by  our  engagement,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  temporary  anspension  of  ita  exercise, 
to  malntam  a  eqnadron  of  ei^ty  gona  on  the 
coait  of  Africa  for  five  years,  to  act  in  conoert 
and  eo-operation  with  the  British  eqnadron. 
Surely,  mraly,  the  Senate  will  not  ratify  this  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty.  Bnrely,  sorely,  the  Senate 
will  not  ratify  the  nojnst  claim  of  the  British 
Ooreminent  to  bo  the  anprente  proteetor  of  the 
righta  of  bnmanity,  either  on  the  ocean  or  on 
thelaikd. 

I  hare  now  reached  the  North-eastern  bonn- 
dary  qneation;  and  I  hare,  on  former  000a- 
eions,  written  and  apoken  so  much  in  sapport 
of  onr  title  to  the  disputed  territory,  that  I 
shall  tronble  the  Senate  with  bnt  a  few  obser- 
vations on  this  itranch  of  the  snbjeot,  I  entire- 
ly conoor  in  the  opinion  formerly  expressed  by 
Mr.  Webster,  that  the  olum  of  the  British  Got- 
ernmont  "  does  not  amonnt  to  t^e  digni^  of  a 
debatable  qnestioo."  The  Senate  unanimous- 
ly adoptednresolationon  the4thof  Jaly,  I88S, 
r^MHted  by  myself,  as  chyrraan  of  the  C<Hn- 
mittee  on  Foreign  BdatioDS,  declaring,  "  That 
after  a  carefol  examination,  and  deltt>erate  oon- 
rideration  (rf  the  ocntroverqr  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Great  Britain  relative  to  the 
Nortb-eaatera  bonndsry  of  the  former,  the  Sen- 
ate doen  not  entertain  a  donbt  of  the  entire 
praoticabUity  of  rnnnlng  anil  marking  Uut  boun- 
dary in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipnlatioiu 
of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen 
handled  and  eighty-Uiree ;  and  it  entertains  a 
perfect  conviction  of  thejnsttoe  and  validity  of 
the  title  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  foil  extent 
of  all  the  territory  in  dispnto  between  the  two 
powen."  The  distingairiied  predecessor  (Mr. 
Clat)  of  tiia  Senator  from  Eentacky,  (Mr, 
CnrTTSiinEir,)  then  a  member  of  the  Committoe 
on  Foreign  Belations,  cordially  apim>ved  both 
of  tlta  report  and  of  this  reiolntion ;  and,  span 
Lia  motion,  the  latter  was  conMdered  and  adopt- 
ed on  the  anniversary  of  onr  independence. 
Ue  Bud  that  there  was  a  peculiar  fitness  in  r»- 


onr  independence  was  declared.  J  can  nevert 
then,  admit  that  onr  title  to  the  dispoted  terri- 
tory was  even  doubtful. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  made  an  extended  examloatiOQ  of 


tinned  thus :] 

I  have  said  much  more  on  this  branch  of  the 
snbject  than  I  had  intended,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establtibing  our  right,  but  to  show  that 
ttie  miserable  pretexts  to  which  the  Briiioh 
Government  have  been  compelled  to  reaort  in 
order  to  obtain  our  territory,  are  nnirorthy  of 
a  great  notion,  and  that  Lord  Ashbnrton  can 
never  free  them  iVom  the  imputation  of  de- 
manding that  to  which  they  must  have  known 
they  had  no  right 

Let  me  now  present  a  aketuh  of  the  lustory 
of  this  negotiation  between  Mr.  Webster  and 
Lord  Aabbnrton,  in  relation  to  the  Maine  boun- 
dary, in  a  idain  and  distinct  form,  before  the 
Senate.  The  first  fact  wliich  strikes  the  mind 
with  astonishment  is,  that  Mr.  Webster  should 
bare  agreed,  in  their  preliminary  confbrences, 
to  waive  all  discnssiou  "  on  the  general  grounds 
on  which  each  party  considers  thdr  claims  re- 
spectively to  rest,"  as  not  oaloolated  to  lead  to 
any  practical  result.  This  appean  conidasively 
from  the  very  first  parasr^>h  of  the  first  letter 
addressed  by  Lord  Asbburton  to  Mr.  Webster, 
on  the  18th  Jnne,  1842,  and  bis  answer  of  the 
8th  July. 

I  may  be  uked  what  coniu  Hr.  Webster,  in 
my  opinion,  ought  to  have  pursued.  [  answer, 
he  ougbt  to  have  invariably  insisted  on  onr 
right  to  the  disputed  territory;  but,  at  tha 
same  time,  to  have  expressed  his  willingness 
for  the  sake  of  good  nei^borhood,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  a  lair  equivalent  in  territory,  to 


earnestly  desired  at  Ghent — "  such  a  variation 
of  the  line  of  fhintier  aa  mif^t  aeoure  a  direct 
commuDioation  bitwoen  Quebec  and  ilalifax." 
Nature  herself  seems  to  have  pointed  out  theae 
mutual  equivalents.  Whoever  will  cast  bis  eye 
over  tbe  map  of  Maine  and  New  BmnswitA, 
must  be  forcibly  eiruok  with  this  tmtb.  If  the 
right  of  way  over  our  territory  between  Halifax 
and  Quebec  had  been  alone  solidted,  it  un^t 
to  have  been  conceded  to  Great  Britain  in  exr 
change  for  the  right  to  navigate  the  St.  John. 
Bnt,  as  the  British  Goverument  earnestly  de- 
sired to  possess  the  right  of  sovereignty  in  the 
soil  over  which  this  way  pasoed,  the  northern 
triangle  of  Maine  on^^hl  to  have  been  surren- 
dered for  the  much  smaller  triangle  belonging 
to  the  province  of  New  Brnnswick,  west  ofthe 
St.  John.  This  would  have  established  a  river 
boundary  between  tlie  two  countries,  from  the 
point  where  the  due-nortii  line  from  tlie  mon- 
nment  Arikes  Eel  River,  all  the  distance  round 
by  £el  River,  the  SL  John,  and  the  St.  Francis, 
to  the  western  highland  boundary  of  the  treaty. 
But  whet  ia  oui  preaent  oondition,  under  this 
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treatj  t  W«  bave  ceded  to  Great  Britain  all 
the  territory  she  desired  j  and  yet  ire  bava  not 
obtained  this  narrow  Btiip  of  territory  west  of 
the  BL  John.  She  still  retttinHit:  and  tbcre 
an  organiied  system  of  etnDggling  can  be  eatab- 
liihed ;  and  from  thence,  in  case  of  war,  her 
troopi  can  be  ponred  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
State  of  Uune.  To  preaerro  peace  and  good 
neighborhood  between  independent  nations,  a 
river  or  a  moontun  bonnda^  has  always  been 
deemed  of  egsential  importance.  And  yet, 
■trsnge  as  it  may  seem,  we  bave  never  insisted 
npon  this  river  bonndary,  on  the  east  of  Mnine, 
which  Nature  herself  seeme  to  have  establish- 
ed ;  whilst  we  bave  actnally  Eorrendered  into 
the  keeping  oT  Great  Britain  the  whole  of  onr 
western  mountain  boondary. 

Lord  Ashborton  having  obtained  from  Ur, 
Webster  the  important  coDceasion  that  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  the  disputed  territory 
riioDld  no  longer  be  a  mbject  of  diHCOBston,  the 
next  oonoesaion  which  this  Hhrowd,  practical 
dipli>nuitlat  detired  to  obtain,  seemed  to  follow 
as  an  almost  necessary  consequence.  For  years 
the  British  Oovemroent  have  contended  that 
the  whole  territory  of  llune  north  of  these 
protended  highlands,  which  take  a  westerly  di- 
recdon  from  Mara  Bill,  was  in  dispute ;  and 
that  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  tbe  rights  of 
the  respective  parties,  according  to  the  treaty. 
Assuming  ttiese  facts,  they  had,  over  and  over 
again,  ppoposod  to  divide  the  dispnted  territory 
b«tween  the  two  conntries,  witliout  granting 
any  equivalent  to  ns  beyond  its  limits.  When 
the  American  negotiator,  therefore,  in  the  very 
beginning,  admitted  that  it  would  be  in  vain 
for  ns  to  insist  upon  onr  rights  under  the  treaty, 
it  seetned  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  the  disputed  territory  must  be  divided  be- 
tween the  parties,  according  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  British  Government.  But  this  wis  tar 
fhini  the  opinion  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Maine. 
Indeed,  it  does  not  even  seem  to  have  original- 
ly been  the  intention  of  Lord  Ashburton  him- 
self to  make  any  such  extravagant  demand. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  Gov. 
Fairfield,  dated  11th  April,  IMS,  informs  him 
that  his  Lordship  has  "  ofBciolly  announced  to 
tilts  department,  that,  in  r^ord  to  the  bounda- 
ry qnestion,  he  bos  authority  to  treat  for  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions,  and  with  sacb  mntaal 
conBideratiunsandequivalontsasmaybetbonght 
Just  and  equitable.''  I  wonid  ask  every  Sen- 
ator of  this  body,  if,  when  be  first  read  this 
letter  of  Mr.  Welter,  it  entered  into  his  Imagi- 
nation to  conceive  that  Lord  Ashbnrton,  b^ 
these  expressions,  meant  no  more  thon  a  divi- 
sion of  tlie  disputed  territory  between  the  par- 
ties. Had  he  thns  expressed  himself,  in  dia 
tinct  terms — my  life  upon  it,  Maine  never 
would  have  api>ointod  commisBioners.  But 
Uaine  did  not  leave  this  qnestion  in  doubt. 
Her  Legislature,  on  the  SOtb  May,  1S42,  at  the 
time  when  her  commissioners  were  chosen,  re- 
solved, "  That  this  State  cumot  regard  the  re- 


linquishment,  by  the  6ritii>h  GoTeniocflt,  i]( 
any  claim  heretofore  advoncedby  itiotbeur- 
ritory  included  within  the  limits  of  ^liucf 
this  State,  as  designated  by  tbe  treilj  d  YiU, 
and  uniformly  claimed  by  Maine,  u  s  coeil- 
eration  or  equivalent  witlun  tbe  meultgof 
these  reaalutions." 

It  is  a  most  curious  point  of  dJploDulic  W 
tory,  how,  in  the  very  face  of  this  nwlilia 
of  instructions,  tbe  Maine  comminioMnvm 
led  on,  step  by  step,  to  give  their  ssest  lattt 
present  treaty.  It  will  be  veil  Tortli  vbiii 
to  spend  a  few  moments  in  tracing  thii  Ontp 

The  commissioners  of  Ifolne  had  Ibeir  Ent 
audience  with  Mr.  Webster  on  Mondsj,  tin  lIiL 
of  June.  On  the  ITth  June,  Mr.  Webiter  i» 
formed  Lord  Adibnrton  that  be  wu  pr^snd 
to  commence  the  n^cotiotion.  On  tbe  iSib 
June,  they  held  their  first  confertBce;  is 
what  transpired  at  thia  confer*[ioe  is  baririit 
oblivion.  No  record  of  it  will  ever  mtd  ib 
pnblio  eye.  If  Mr.  Webst«r  had  erinceJIrf 
as  much  skill  in  managing  Lord  AibbnrlMa 
he  displayed  in  managing  tbecommuwncntf 
Maine,  tl(at  State  would  bave  acqaired  tbe  jtiig 
of  territory  on  tbe  right  bank  of  theSL/tl^ 
which  she  so  much  desired  to  posses*. 

The  result  of  this  conference  was  tlie  btts 
of  Lord  Ashliurtos  to  Mr.  Webster  of  tbe  iia 
of  June.  This  letter,  althon^  condliiUiT  >i 
its  terms,  is  one  of  bold  and  oarefscoi  pW» 
sioo.  It  asserts  the  principle  (wbicii  bid  itc 
State  of  Maine  and  the  General  GaKnmnt 
hod  so  long  re.<i3ted)  that  there  u»t  Ni 
division  of  Uie  disputed  territofy  beti«  ibt 
two  countries,  without  any  other  eqninltotu 
us;  audit  not  only  demands  for  GnslBnliii 
all  tlie  disputed  territory  north  of  tbeSLJdd 
and  the  St.  Francis,  but  also  the  whole  rf  ^ 
Madawaska  settlement  south  of  tlis  ^.'<^ 
Nay,  more :  his  Lordship  asserts  ■  d>"^ 
which  we  never  had  before  heard,  to lb(»» 
territory  south  of  the  St.  Francis  mcI  »«i^ 
the  St.  John, down  to^someoneof  iaaniw 
in  tha  bigldands— thos  intending  to  d^' 
Maine  not  onlv  of  her  western  hi^lisd  1"*^ 
dary,  but  of  the  whole  valley  brtitwi  OB 
boundary  and  tlie  river  SL  John.  He  vm* 
have  well  understood  the  policy  of  ■sfciii|B"» 
more  than  he  would  be  willing  to  so^  » 
m^ing  thia  demand,  his  Lordsliip  resote  tt 
the  couimon  diplomatic  finesse,  thit  be  rw 
not,  in  any  case,  abandon  the  obvion*  inter^ 
of  the  Hodawoska  settlement  Hioihuf  tbe^ 
John;  and,  to  give  this  and  other  d«tar«h* 
the  greater  eflect,  he  solemnly  detUn*  "' 
have  not  treated  the  subject  in  the  duficp 
form  of  a  bargain,  where  the  party  mstiof  W 
proposal  leaves  himself  soracuiing  tv  gi'^.^ 
The  case  would  not  admit  of  this,  eres  li ' 
could  bring  myself  so  to  act"  A"J  ."*  ?J 
case  did  admit  of  tLis  ;  and  his  Lontbip  » 
bring  himself  very  quietly  so  to  act,  siUm ' 
few  days,  and  as  soon  as  be  discovered  thsi  «* 
commia»oiiers  had  routed  thii  cl*>i° " 
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llie  MadawaslcB  settlement  with  becoming 
gf'mt;  his  pretended  iofitniotiona  to  the  con- 
Mrf  notwithstanding. 

Ur.  Webster  refera  this  letter  of  Lord  Ash- 
burten  to  tlie  commission  era  of  Malne^  uid  re- 
Mrres  to  himself  the  part  of  mediator  between 
lliem  aed  Lord  Ashbnrton.  la  their  note  to 
him  of  the  89th  Jane,  thej  declare  (page  GO) 
tliat  they  can  never  surrender  the  Hadawuka 
tettlement  Boath  of  the  St.  John ;  "  and  that,  If 
the  adoption  of  sach  a  line  is  a  tint  qwi  non  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government,  the  com- 
Tni3!^ioQers  on  the  port  of  the  State  of  Maine 
feel  it  their  dntj  as  distinctly  to  say,  that  any 
attempt  at  an  amicable  a^nstment  of  the  con- 
troversy  respec^og  the  North-eastern  boundary 
on  that  basis,  with  the  ooaient  of  Maine,  would 
be  entirely  ftiiitless." 

The  Maine  commiBsioners  then  proceed  to 
offer  to  Mr.  TVebster  a  ooanteT-projet,  and  to 
propose  a  conventional  line.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  that  it  is  a  most  astonishinR 
fact,  that  these  commissioners  never  even  asked 
for  a  uession  of  the  narrow  triangular  strip  of 
land  west  of  the  St.  John.  I  ventarp  to  say 
that  no  American  statesman,  who  hoa  ever  oi- 
smined  the  subject  of  a  conventional  line,  has 
entertained  any  other  idea  than  that  this  strip 
of  land  ought  to  be  the  eqoivalent  for  the  tract 
of  conntry  north  of  the  St,  John  and  St.  Fran- 
cis. If  a  bare  right  of  way  was  to  be  anrren- 
Jered  to  England  over  the  disputed  territory, 
Lhe  navigiition  of  the  St.  John  wonld  be  the 
natural  eqnivalcnt ;  but  it^  in  addition  to  this, 
.lie  Brltisti  Government  ashed  a  cession  of  the 
•oToreignty  and  soil  of  the  territory  north  of 
.he  St.  John,  then  the  eqnollr  fdr  eqaivolent 
X33  a  earrender  by  them  to  Maine  of  the  strip 
:r  land  north  of  Eel  River,  oa  the  right  bsnk  of 
tie  Sl  John — thus  establishing  a  river  bonn- 
Ury  between  Maine  and  New  Branswiek.  This 
inpression  has  bMn  deeply  flzed  upon  my 
iilnd  for  years,  I  have  tallced  of  it  a  liandred 
imes,  and  every  person  with  whom  I  have 
iversed  lias  been  under  the  same  Impression. 


Seneral  luid  confldent  expecta- 
D  of  Maine,"  as  we  are  informed 


"111. 


y  her  commissioners.  With  a  view  to  this, 
ha  Legtslatare  of  that  State  had  solemnly  re- 
olved  that  no  rolinnniahment  of  territory  on 
he  part  of  the  British  Government,  within 
'hat  it  chose  to  denominate  the  disputed  ter- 
itorjr,  shonid  ever  be  considered  by  Maine  as 
n  equivalent  for  the  sarreniler  of  any  portion 
f  that  territory  to  Great  Britain. 
This  resolnUon,  it  is  well  known,  pointed 
learly  nod  distinctly  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
:rip  west  of  the  8L  John.  And  yet  the  Maine 
jinmissioners,  in  their  connter-firu;>^  not  only 
id  not  demand  this  territory,  but  they  ex- 
resKly  surrendered  all  claim  to  it.  And  why  t 
ecause,  to  use  their  own  langnage,  "  they  have 
:'cn  assured  that  Lord  Asbburtun  is  restrain- 
1,  by  bis  instractiona,  from  yielding  the  island 
'Grandllenan,oranyof  the  island  in  Pas.u- 
aquoddy  Bay,  or  even  tnj  portion  of  the 


Oroix  and  the  St.  John  River,  above  Eel  Rive^ 
(so  called,)  as  an  eqnivalent  for  any  portion  of 
the  territory  claimed  by  Maine  as  within  her 
boundaries,"  By  whom  had  they  been  thos 
OBsaredT  TJnqnestioDably  by  Mr.  Webster. 
By  whom  had  they  twen  prevailed  upon  to 
■nrrendcr  the  clidmaoftheirBtatetothls  strip  of 
territory  ?  Certainly  by  Hr,  Webster,  upon  the 
assurance  that  Lord  Adibnrton  was  restrained, 
by  his  instructions,  fhim  yielding  it.  This  was 
the  btal  point  of  negotiation  for  the  State  of 
Maine.  It  was  here  that  the  rights  of  that 
State,  and  of  the  TTDited  States,  were  abandon- 
ed. This  territory  ought  to  have  been  tesolute- 
ly  demanded  as  an  eqnivalent  for  the  darling 
object  which  Great  Britain  had  for  so  many 
years  eagerly  pursued — that  of  aeqniring  the 
territory  over  which  lay  the  communication 
between  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec.  If 
Lord  Ashbnrton'a  instructions  prohibited  him 
from  surrendering  this  strip  o(^  territory,  new 
intitmctions  conld  and  would  have  been  obtain- 
ed, had  they  been  foand  necessary.  If  this  had 
not  been  the  ease,  I  wonld  have  referred  the 
question  to  another  arbiter,  (an  alternative  to 
which  Lord  Ashbnrton  often  sllndea,)  or  have 
hazarded  any  other  consequences,  rather  than 
hare  tamely  yielded  the  pri oci pie  agai out  which 
we  had  BO  long  contended — that  our  ri^it  to 
the  disputed  territory  was  doubtfnl ;  and, 
therefore,  because  it  was  so,  that  o  division  of 
it  ou^ht  to  be  mode  between  tlie  two  notions, 
Bnt  his  Lordship  (according  to  his  own  declara- 
tion) never  eoold  have  surrendered  the  Mada- 
waska  territory  south  of  the  St.  John ;  and  yet 
he  did  agree  to  surrender  it,  before  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  have  obtwned  new  instrootioua 
from  England,  Hod  the  Maine  oommissianera 
insisted  upon  this  tract  of  country  with  the 
some  manly  firmiXM  as  they  had  done  upon 
retaining  the  Madawaska  seUlement  south  of 
the  St.  John,  In  all  human  probability  it  would 
have  been  attended  with  s  similar  resnit.  His 
Lordship's  alleged  instructions  would  have 
yielded  to  circumstances,  as  tiiey  had  dona  be- 
fore ;  and  this  negotiation  miebt  have  dosed 
with  honor  to  the  country.  Tue  moment  that 
the  Maine  commissioners  were  prevailed  upon 
to  yield  this  point  without  a  strnggle,  all  waa 
lost.  Every  principle  Eir  which  we  had  so  long 
eontonded  was  at  once  abandoned;  and  nothing 
more  reioained  than  to  decide  how  much  of  the 
territory  of  Maine  should  be  conceded  to  the 
demands  of  Great  Brituu.  The  Maine  com- 
missioners seem  themselves  .to  have  been 
deeply  sensible  of  this  degrading  truth.  They 
declare  that,  as  they  can  obtain  no  eqnivalent 
beyond  the  dispoted  territory,  "  they  feel  them* 
selvee  constrained  to  say  that  the  portion  of 
territory  within  the  limits  of  Maine,  as  claimed 
by  her,  which  they  are  prepared,  in  a  spirit  of 
peace  and  good  neighborhood,  to  yield  for  th« 
accommodation  of  Great  Britain,  must  be  ro- 
struned  and  ocmflned  to  auob  portions  ODljf 
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and  In  snoh  roasoDable  extent,  aa  is  necesi&r;  to 
Becare  to  Great  Brit&ia  an  uoobatructed  oom- 
mnnicatioQ  and  connection  of  ber  colonies  with 
«ach  other." 

Tho;  then  proposed  to  yield  to  Great  Britkin 
all  that  had  Men  awarded  to  her  b^  the  King 
of  tho  NetherlandB,  (whoae  award  the  SenaU 
had  BO  promptly  rejected,  bat  which  had  been 
ao  eagerly  aoce|)tea  by  the  British  King,)  wilh 
the  exception  of  a  nnall  portion  of  the  territory 
north  of  the  St.  Francis.  This  proposition  gave 
to  England  all  the  territory  that  was  nece«sary 
to  secure  the  connnnaication  between  her  prov- 
inces; bat  whilst  doing  thiH,  it  would,  to  a 
partitii  extent,  have  saved  oorOoverament  from 
the  disgrace  of  having,  for  so  many  yean,  war- 
red against  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Neth- 
orlnnds,  and  afterwards  accepted  worse  toms 
than  it  proposed. 

Ur.  WeMter,  on  the  ?th  of  July,  transmits 
this  letter  of  the  conimisaionera  of  Uaine  to 
Lord  Aohbnrtnn,  aooompanied  by  a  long  diplo- 
matic note.  In  this  note  he  eipremly  recog- 
nizes that  his  Lordship  is  not  at  liberty  "  to 
cede  the  whole  or  part  of  the  terrltonr,  oom- 
monly  called  the  strip,  lying  east  of  the  north 
line,  and  west  of  the  BE.  John."  How  had  Mr. 
'Webster  oivjaired  a  knowledge  of  this  most  Im- 
portant fact !  It  mast  have  been  In  their  verbal 
oonforencea ;  for  Lord  Ashbnrton  had  not  pre- 
vioQply  committed  himself  by  any  such  declara- 
tion in  any  portion  of  his  correspondence.  In 
it  he  has  noffhere  stated  that  his  instmctions 
forbade  him  to  make  such  a  surrender. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  whilst  Ur. 
Webster,  with  a  strange  inconsistency  between 
his  argnraents  and  his  actions  which  ohsrocter- 
Izes  this  negotiation,  is  oommunioating  to  Lord 
Asbburton  a  proposition  tosnrrender  to  him  all 
that  portion  of  tne  disputed  territory  for  which 
England  had  originally  contended,  and  althocgh 
henad  thus  rendered  it  Impossible  that  any 
discassion  of  onr  title  could  beneSt  hiscoontry, 
yel  lie  does,  notwithstanding,  demonstrate  the 
right  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  nil  this  territory, 
with  irresistible  clearness  and  power.  He  is 
equally  triumphant  on  this  question,  as  on  the 
Oreole  and  Caroline  qnestions,  or  in  re^^ting 
(jte  doctrine  of  impressment ;  but,  nnfortoQato- 
ly,  his  arguments  have  fallen  to  the  ground, 
witliont  produoing  any  beneficial  result. 

Lord  Aiiliburton,  with  tbat  skill  and  address 
which  have  characterized  him  throughout  tiio 
whole  negotistion,  now  eagerly  seized  the  ad- 
vantage which  he  had  obtained  over  Mr.  Web- 
ster and  the  Maine  commisaionerB.  They  had 
fatally,  in  advance,  bound  themselves  to  grant 
all  that  England  originally  sought  or  desired. 
To  this  extent  they  stood  committed ;  and  hb 
object  now  was  to  obtiun,  in  addition,  a  cession 
of  the  western  highland  boundary  of  Maine,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  Qaebec,  and  of  ass^l- 
Ing  US  with  tremendous  advantage  in  the  event 
of  war  between  the  two  conntries.  He  now 
departs  from  the  moderate  and  conciliatory 
tone  which  be  hod  assumed  eTerywbere  else 


throughout  tho  negotiatuw.  Li  U>  koo  ta 
Mr.  Webster  of  the  lllA  July,  be  noi  ik 
proposition  of  the  commissoDen  d  Umt; 
mdeed,  he  treats  it  alntost  as  if  ItTmuis- 
snil.  Ha  fe^  himaelf  "qaite  at  k  lu'u 
aecoDut  for  Nicb  a  proponl,  and  L«  ipfult  u 
the  candid  jadcment  of  Mr.  W^Mltr  u  tf 
"wbetber  this baprtqiKWtion for cracgj&ia.' 
He  stqra  that  he  need  not  examine  lb*  fiftc  |tiy 
posed  by  the  Maine  GonimIssioiieniDiU)(cc^ 
detaila,  Wanae  he  is  obliged  te  cUle  fiui^ 
that  it  is  inadmiauble. 

But  with  all  this  afibcted  indigutin  »i 
astonishment,  he  isTarycardnloat  ulmlj 
the  negotiation.  Bowaa  toowiuudUan; 
thns  to  endanger  the  advantage  he  had  giitiiiti 
He  therefore  euggeeto  to  Mr.  Webster  tlai  u 
negotiation  "  woold  have  a  better  dntt  i 
sneoees  by  conference  than  by  enmtfimka.' 
He  trnsta  more  in  the  diplomacy  of  Ae  mH 
oondave,  where  ther«  was  no  ear  to  bar  aj 
no  pen  to  reocod.  their  oon&retiM^  i^i 
the  bold,  o^n,  manly  mode,  in  wIM  i  k{> 
tialion  ought  to  be  oondncted  bdirn  it 
responsible  ministen  of  re^touibk  G(v» 

In  this  letter  of  the  11th  July,  liii  hei^ 
insists  upon  our  anrrender  of  the  iiana  ic 
tween  the  St.  John  and  the  higbiuidara;^ 
that  river,  and,  without  disguise,  dedae  lis 
he  wants  it  "  for  no  other  pnipose  li*i  » ' 
boundary."  This,  permit  me  toBa;r>'^''"''^ 
roBsun  why  it  should  never  hare  bm  f^ 
These  hlgblHnds  were  onr  uatursl  IjmbIb:,' 
well  as  our  treaty  boundary ;  ud  n  <^ 
never  to  have  surrendered  them  intiii^i'"> 
of  the  only  formidable  enemy  we  csntiv-i^ 
on  this  continent. 

The  prediction  of  his  Lordship,  (lot  U» 
would  be  a  better  ohaooo  of  snccesi  tj  «*■ 
eoee  than  by  correapondencet  w»  m;  ** 
verified.  In  four  short  day^  theM  p<b^ 
conferences  produced  a  wonderAil  eSnt  ^ 
the  16tb  July,  18M,_M_r.  Websttrj««P«^ 


the  commiNnooera  of  Maine  and  M 
the  lines  of  the  presHit  treaty ;  nr^  »>* 
the  strongest  terms  to  snireoder  tlie  f^ 
highland  boundary  of  Maine  to  Eiijiw^:  P 
poses  to  pay  them  out  of  the  Twshut  «  * 
United  States  the  sum  of  t£W,OO0,  *>  ^^f^ 
alent  for  the  surrender  of  this  terriwij  «  ■' 
square  miles ;  promises  to  refond  It*  *5«* 
which  they  had  incurred  for  tbs  ciol  ?* 
they  had  maintidned,  and  the  sorTcr"?r 
made ;  and  conoindes  with  the  eipesj^ 
his  "  conviction  that  no  more  sd'»i^ 
arrangement  could  be  made."  . 

Let  us  hero  pause  for  a  moment  up"  _ 
astonishing  feet,  that  this  propoaiiwi  mw'^ 
the  Maine  commissioners  prooeede^  "'*'■''. 
Lord  Ashbnrlon,  but  from  Mr.  Wiib««;  ^ 
from  the  British  envoy  enr»ofi3io«I^ 
minister  plenipotentiary,  bat  tnm  v  r% 
tary  of  State.  It  was  a  prquwlion  m^- 
'■  ■  ween  the  n«(*i«t<w,<n^i''* 
dnpcmtha  1 
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■9  the  BrlHsh  nltimatnin,  bj  the  rerr  ma 
whom  ttie  Preddent  hwl  intnuted  tLa  Hghu 
Mid  the  honor  of  his  eonDtrj'. 

We  aow  Snt  bear  from  the  Usmohoietti 
commisuonera ;  and  their  letter  iitralyoharko- 
Icristic.  That  State  bod  do  direct  interest  in 
the  qaestion  of  territorial  soTereignt;  over  the 
diiipTited  territorj,  but  merely  in  the  right  of 
soil.  The^  eccordingl;  treat  it  aa  a  qneation, 
not  of  national  honor,  bat  of  dollars  and  cents. 
Tliey  say  to  Mr.  Webster,  in  their  letter  of  the 
20th  July :  "  Whether  the  nations)  boundary 
indigested  by  yon  l>e  snitabie  or  nnsuitable ; 
whether  the  compensation  which  Great  Britain 
nffera  to  the  United  States  for  the  territory 
:;onceded  to  her  be  odennate  or  inade<[iiDte ; 
and  wbetber  tiie  treaty  which  shall  be  effected 
ihatl  be  honomhle  to  the  country,  or  incompat' 
bie  with  its  rights  and  dignity,  are  questions 
lot  for  MosBachnsetts,  but  for  tho  General  Gov- 
Tnment,  npon  its  responsibility  to  the  whole 
OTonlry,  to  dedde."  They  thns  wMve  the 
[aestion  of  national  honor;  bnt  not  ho  the 
lacstion  of  dollars  and  eent«.  They  higgle 
thout  the  price  to  be  paid  for  their  land.  They 
lomaod  $35,000  more  than  Mr.  Webster  had 
iSbrcd.  This  seems  to  have  been  their  rin« 
'ua  rum;  and  if  the  sum  to  be  given  them 
'  sliall  l>e  inoreaaed  to  the  sum  of  $160,000 
instead  of  |125,000,)  the  State  of  Hassaehn- 
iitts,  tlirongh  her  commissioners,  hereby  re- 
nquishes  to  the  United  States  her  interest  In 
lie  lands  which  will  be  exclnded  from  the  do- 
linion  of  the  United  States  by  the  establish- 
lent  of  the  bonndaryaforesaid."  It  is  need- 
^A  to  say  that  Mr.  Webster  wonid  not  stand 
>ng  for  $25,000,  in  such  a  bargain,  espedally 
Itcn  the  money  was  to  he  paid  out  of  the 
-ca-taiT  of  the  United  States. 
Th«  Maine  commissioners  seemed  then  to  be 
landoned  by  the  whole  world,  and  their  posi- 
on  Irecame  trnly  embarrassing.  This  propo- 
lion  was  urged  upon  them,  not  by  Lord  Ash- 
irtoxi,  bnt  by  their  own  Secretnry  of  State, 
ith  the  approbation  of  their  own  National 
d  ministration.  That  man  of  gigantic  intellect, 
liosc  great  powers  oueht  to  nave  been  taxed 
the  utmost  to  save  Mt^ne  troia  dismetubor- 
cnt,  was  the  very  man  who  urged  them  to 
txscnt  to  the  dismemberment.  They  were 
s4»rtcd.  at  tlie  most  critlcnl  moment,  by  the 
tu  Ttiissioners  of  Massachnsett!),  who  had  as- 
ntod  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Webster.  They 
?ro  induced  to  believe  that  the  question  of 
u^o  or  war  was  suspended  on  their  decision. 
•was  proclaimed  in  the  streets  of  Washington 
at  tho  obstinacy  of  tho  Maine  commiwloners 
(>\'ented  the  settlement  of  all  our  qnestlons 
<]  ispnte  with  England.  I  was  myself  ind  need 
f^lve  credit  to  this  rumor;  and  when  I  was 
;i  Hdcntially  informed,  by  a  Senator  on  this 
or,  oftiie  true  nature  of  the  case,  my  ostou- 
rvient  and  mortification  knew  no  bounds. 
CTnder  these  circumstances,  a  most  relnctaot 
i.<3itional  assent  to  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
sbster  waa  extorted  frtm  the  Maine  oommls- 


rioners.  It  ia  due  to  them  that  I  should  read 
to  the  Senate  the  terms  ia  which  it  is  given. 
Their  letter  to  Mr.  Webater  bears  dote  22d 
July,  IBiS,  and  concludes  with  the  following 
paragraphs: 

"  We  are  now  given  to  nnderstand  that  the  i!i- 
eeutlve  of  the  Untied  States,  representing  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  Union,  assents  to  tbe  pro[M«l;  and 
thai  this  department  of  (he  Oovetnaiant  at  least  ia 
lailou  for  Its  aeoaptanee,  as,  in  lis  view,  most  ex- 
pedient for  tbe  general  good. 

"  The  commiMioaera  of  Ifaasachusetts  have 
already  given  their  assent  on  behalf  of  t1»t 
CkimnionwealUi.  Thus  situated,  the  commissioners 
of  Uuiue,  inroliing  the  spirit  of  altuchment  nnd 
patriotic  devotion  of  their  State  to  tlie  Union, 
and  being  willing  to  yield  to  the  deliberate 
GODTictions  of  hec  sister  Scales  as  to  the  path  of 
duty,  and  to  inlcrpose  no  obstacles  to  an  adjust- 
ment which  the  general  Judgment  of  the  nation 
shall  proQonnce  as  faononble  and  expedient, 
even  If  that  judgment  shall  lead  to  a  surrender  oT 
a  portion  of  tbe  Urihright  of  the  people  of  their 
Btata,  and  priied  by  them  becanse  it  is  their  birth- 
right, have  determined  to  overcome  their  objectiona 
to  tbe  propoaal,  so  ftr  as  to  say,  that  if,  npon  ma- 
ture consideration,  the  Benate  of  tbe  United  Stale* 
aholl  advise  and  consent  to  tba  ratification  of  a 
treaty,  correapouding  in  its  terms  to  your  proposal, 
and  with  tbe  condilions  in  our  memorandum  ac- 
companying this  note,  (marlied  A,)  and  IdenlJQed 
by  our  ilgtiatures,  they,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
vested  in  tlieDi  by  the  rcsoivca  of  tho  Legislatures 
of  Uainc,  cire  the  assent  of  that  Btste  to  aueh  con- 
ventional line,  with  the  terms,  condiUona,  and 
equivalents  herein  mentioned." 

This  eonditionsl  assent  casts  tbe  responsibtlity 
of  the  treaty  npon  tlie  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  for  ns  to  pronounce,  in  tbe  lan- 
gnago  of  the  Maine  nommiasioneta,  whether 
this  treaty  tshonorable  and  expedient,  and  snch 
a  one  as  tbe  geoerol  Judgment  of  the  natioo 
will  approve.  We  must  enconnter  this  rospon- 
wbility,  whether  we  will  or  not. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  pttnue  th« 
subject  farther,  in  detail.  Mr.  Webster,  on  tha 
29th  July,  in  form,  made  the  proposition  to 
Lord  Aslibnrtnn,  which  had,  in  substanee,  been 
previously  agreed  upon  between  them,  in  per- 
sonal conference,  before  it  was  presented  to 
the  Maine  commissioners ;  and  which  he,  there- 
fore, knew  would  t>e  accepted :  and  the  treo^ 
was  concluded  accordingly. 

Thus  have  we  yielded  to  a  foreign  cower 
an  ancient  highland  boundary  for  whicn  our 
fathers  fonght.  Thns  has  it  been  blotted  ont 
from  the  treaty  which  acknowledged  our  inde- 
pendence. Thns  has  England  reclaimed  an  im- 
portant portion  of  that  territory,  which  hod 
been  wrested  from  her  by  tho  brovery  and  the 
blood  of  our  revolutionary  fathers.  Wo  have 
restored  to  her  not  only  all  the  land  north  of 
the  St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis,  but  also  onr 
mountain  boundary  south  of  these  riveni,  down 
to  the  Hetjjarmette  portage.  Along  the  base 
of  these  mountains  she  can,  and  she  will,  estai>- 
lish  fortifications  and  military  posts,  from 
wfaioh  she  m^  at  once  peuetrnte  Into  the  very 
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heart  of  Hune.  It  is  a  Tain  labor  for  tho  Beo- 
rotarj  to  prove  that  the  territory  ceded  is  imBt 
forcaltiTation.  England  did  luA  demand  it  for 
itsogriealtaral  valac,  Whjdid  Lord  Ashbarton 
insist  upon  iu  nirrender  nith  so  mooh  pertina' 
citj  and  seal  I  Became  it  not  onlj  ooTered 
Quebec  and  Lower  Oauada  from  onr  asaaolta, 
bat  ezposad  onr  territor)'  to  the  assaalts  of 
England  without  any  interposing  nataral  bar- 
rier. On  the  east,  on  the  north,  and  on  the 
west,  If  aine  is  now  left  naked  and  espoeed  to 
the  attacks  of  onr  domineering  end  insatiable 
neighbor;  and  we  have  bestowed  upon  her  all 
this  territory,  withont  liaving  eskod  her  to 
grant  ns  even  the  small  strip  nortb  of  Eel  River, 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  John,  which  wonld 
have  given  ns,  to  that  extent,  a  river  boon' 
dary.  These  highlands,  throngbont  their  whole 
range,  from  the  north-weat  head  of  the  Con- 
necticut River  to  the  north-west  angle  of 
Nova  Scotlai,  which  divide  the  riven  flowing 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  tliose  which  empty 
themselves  Into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  will  ezda- 
eively  t>elong  to  England,  should  this  treaty 
be  ratified  by  the  Benate,  The  Alpine  boan- 
dnry  (which  Adams  and  Franklin  and  Jay  bad 
secured  to  their  country  by  the  treaty  of  Inde- 
pendence) has  been  extorted  from  ns  by  onr 
most  formidable  enemy.  We  have  acted  as  the 
Roman  Republio  wonld  have  done,  had  she 
surrendered  the  Alps  to  the  hostile  notions  of 
Gaul  and  Germany,  and  thna  opened  the  way 
for  the  invasion  of  Italy,  And  this  snicidEil 
policy  lias  been  adopted,  upon  the  principle,  or 
the  pretext,  that  our  Alpine  barrier  and  boun- 
dary wore  not  fit  for  cufUvation  I  This  is  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Webster. 

And  yet,  to  excuse  this  snirender,  we  are 
presented  with  the  pretence  of  having  obtained 
equivalents  in  lands  betterfitted  for  cultivation. 
What  are  these  pretended  equivalents  ?  In  de- 
scribing them,  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  adopt 
the  langnage  of  the  commissioners  of  Maine. 
"  In  New  Hampshire  (they  say)  Lord  Ashbnr- 
ton  consents  to  take  the  true  north-weet  source 
of  Oonneoticut  River,  instead  of  the  north-enst 
sonrce."  That  is,  in  other  words,  he  consents 
to  abide  by  the  clear  language  of  the  treaty  of 
Independence,  instead  of  persisting  in  the  de- 
mand of  England  to  substitute  the  north-eost 
for  "  the  north -western  moat  head  of  Connecti- 
cut Biver."  "  In  Vermont,  he  will  abide  by 
the  old  line  which  was  run,  marked,  and 
Golemnly  established  nearly  seventy  years  ago. 
In  New  York,  he  will  abide  by  the  same  old 
line,  the  olfoct  of  rectifying  it  being  merely  to 
give  to  New  York  a  small  angnlur  strip  on  tlie 
wes^  and  Great  Britain  a  email  angnlar  strip 
on  the  east."  "  These  small  tracts  and  parings '' 
(to  use  the  language  of  the  commissioners)  are 
to  be  the  equivalents  for  surrendering  onr 
mountwn  boundary  Into  the  Iceeping  of  Great 
Brtt»n,  withont  any  estimate  of  the  value  of 
the  strip  which  we  have  surrendered  to  her  of 
our  undispnted  territory,  along  the  line  running 
due  nortb  &om  the  monument.    lie  bos  thns  I 


ITtatfy.  [tlaQm. 

most  graoionsly  consented  not  to  lib  idTu- 
tage  of  the  very  trifling  mitiake  crawiud  bi 
the  British  Government  ittdl,  mm  ia  ii 
years  ago,  in  nmning  and  nurtdnt  On  M 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  under  >bii^  it  kn 
lield  possessifMi  ever  unce  «t  vtn  u  1^ 
pendent  nation. 

I  riiell  not  q>aak  ot  the  eqrinlesti  liti 
the  Secretary  claims  to  have  obtustd  ig  lii 
North-west.  The  Senator  fren  MiwMi  lb 
Bbntok)  has  alceady  placed  liiii  put  cf  lit 
snlifect  in  lo  dear  a  light,  that  it  voiU  h  i 
waste  of  time  again  to  present  it  to  IbeSuK 
He  lias  elearly  demonstnted  thtf,  iuti^  i 
acqairingany  twritoiyiDttatqosrKrtei^ 
we  w«ra  not  clearly  entitled  nadtr  (a  ax; 
of  1763,  we  have  octnally  sacriSMd  inpni: 
territorial  righta  which  we  hdd  wioM 

Away  with  such  prettftoes.  They  m  ui 
lag  more  than  mere  flimsy  ^wli^  btili 


arable  pretexts  under  color  of  which  H'sa- 
pected  that  this  disgraoeM  trealj  iM  ocf! 
from  publio  indignation. 

There  is  one  fact  strictly  in  cisntun^ 
this  whole  transaction,  which  doem  9^ 
notice.  Itisthis:  that,un<ter  tbsKiKi'u 
treaty,  we  have  solemnly  boand  ouBlia  1 
Great  Briton  that  we  shall  pajtiMrxi 
States  of  Maine  and  MassachateUi  tbt  t^ 
of  their  civil  posse  and  their  survey,  ladi^^ 
three  hundred  thousand  dolianinooNJKD'* 
of  their  asent  to  the  new  line  of  W^. 
On  the  face  of  the  treaty,  thtti,  Hw  "f 
States  have  been  restored  to  tba  P"*^ '' 
England,  so  far  as  the  payment  of  llim*; 
is  concerned.  England,  under  the  titil!.V-" 
be  bound  to  demand  and  enforcs  it)  \^ 
asainstthe  United  States;  and  tbunB" 
puced  in  the  hands  of. a  fore^  uiitaU 
power  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  tv«  ^>^<' 
this  Union  against  their  own  Fedwil  t*^ 
inent.  Lord  A  ^burton  himself  tLv  cx^ 
the  treaty ;  beoanee,  on  the  Sth  i'P*''J' 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr,  Webster,  »tiK» 
to  sUte  that  the  British  GovMmBmi  iW* 
incur  no  responsibili^  on  account  ottiBaW' 
ment ;  and  to  thU  Mr.  Webster  aswiad. 

Before  1  leave  this  branch  of  ll«  «r- 
permit  me  to  renmrk,  that  1  disdain  ffi.'p 
putation  of  imprwier  motives  W  li*  ^ 
sioners  of  Maine  in  regard  to  tkif  o«^- 
On  the  contrary,  I  entertain  the  i'g'^ff^ 
for  one  and  aU  of  them.  They  luiw  bw^ 
on  step  by  step,  to  the  eonsnmni^M  H^'r 
they  arrived;  when  I  fimily  belatt"". 
the  proposition  to  which  they  fio""^P2!!j 
relncl&nt  conditional  assent  W  t*«''J'7!St 
to  them  at  the  first,  in  all  ils  Mkd  «*™g 
they  wonld  have  repelled  it  n  m  "^y"" 
patrioUo  and  gallant  State  of  whieii  W!  •" 
the  honored  representative!.  _^ 

1  have  now  reached  the  Nortb-w*"'^    1 
dary^ueationi  whichis.byfc.'ta'^        ' 
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geroua  aod  imporUnt  qaestion  between  the  two 
mtiona.  When  Lord  Ashburton  arrived  in  this 
couDtrf,  aa  the  harbinger  of  peace,  declaring 
himself  to  have  been  charged  with  full  powers 
to  negotiate  and  settle  all  matten  in  discnauon 
between  the  United  States  and  EDKland;  we 
hail  every  reason  to  believe  that  tbe  boundary 
queition,  in  its  whole  extent,  both  in  th«  nortb- 
eait  and  the  north-west,  woald  have  been  final' 
1;  tdjaitod  by  the  negotiAton.  In  conseqnence 
of  this  oonfident  expectation,  my  Mend  {torn 
Uiswnri  (Hr.  Lms)  ceased  to  urge  his  bill  to 
establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  lest  it  might 
i^jnrioDsly  interfere  with  the  pending  negotio- 
tiona.  But  what  has  been  the  catastrophe ! ' 
Oar  North-western  honndory  not  only  forms 
DOpart  of  the  treaty,  bnt  is  not  even  mentioned 
or  alluded  to  in  the  correspondence.  We  have 
a  cotrespondenoe  on  the  case  of  the  Oreole,  on 
the  case  of  the  Caroline,  and  on  the  doctrine 
of  inprenment ;  bnt  Mr.  Webster  has  never 
addressed  a  line  to  Lord  Aslibnrton  against  the 
enoroachnients  of  Great  Britain  on  that  vast 
region  of  onr  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 
MonnUins.  The  only  allusion  which  has  been 
made  to  the  snbject,  is  in  the  President's  Ues- 
sige  transmitting  the  treaty  to  the  Senate.  He 
merely  states  that,  "after  sundry  informal 
comma nications  with  the  British  minister  upon 
the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  two  conntries 
to  territory  weet  of  the  Itooky  Monntains,  so 
little  probability  was  found  to  exist  of  coming 
to  any  agreement  upon  that  subject  at  present, 
that  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  mnlie  it 
one  of  the  sat^eota  of  formal  n^otiation,  to  be 
entered npon  between  thisGovcrnmentand  the 
British  minister,  as  part  of  hia  duties  nnder  his 
special  misnon." 

"It  was  not  thought  expedient  to  maka  it 
one  of  the  subjects  of  formal  u^otiation."  We 
shall  not,  then,  even  enjoy  the  miserable  privi- 
lege of  the  vanquished — by  all  onr  soenfioe^ 
we  have  not  even  purchased  onr  peace.  In  alt 
hniDftn  probability,  this  question  will  never  now 
be  settled  without  a  war,  or  witltout  a  sur- 
render to  Greot  Briti^n  of  the  whole  Oregon 
Torritorr  north  of  the  Columbia  River;  ana  it 
is  even  dunbtfnl  whether  her  lust  of  dominion 
will  bo  satisfied  with  such  a  cession.  Nay, 
more ;  we  have  not  even  pnrchased  a  moment- 
ary tranqnillity ;  because  the  danger  is  impend- 
ing, and  before  the  close  of  the  next  session  c^ 
CoagrtBi  we  shall  probably  determine  to  take 
powesBion  of  this  territory.  In  that  event,  it 
will  be  almost  impossible  to  prevent  a  coUl- 
sioa  between  the  two  powers  in  this  remote 


I  have  thus  concluded  all  1  hod  intended  to 
say  upon  this  treaty.  I  cannot  vote  for  Its 
rotificatioD  without  doing  violence  to  my  own 
conscience  and  my  most  cherished  principles. 
Nor  am  I  to  be  driven  &om  my  propriety  by 
the  dread  of  war.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  war 
would  bo  tbe  consequence  of  our  refusal  to  rati- 
fy this  treaty.  Lord  Ashburton  himself  has 
everywhere  ollnded  to  another  arbitration  as 
the  alternative  of  a  fdlnre  of  sneeess  in  the  ne- 
gotiation. If  another  arbiter  should  even  make 
on  award  as  unfavorable  to  this  country  as  the 
terms  of  the  present  treaty — an  event  whiob  I 
should  not  onticipate — still  we  could  submit  to 
bis  award  without  forfeiting  onr  own  self- 
respect  There  would  have  been  no  national 
degradation  in  submitting  to  the  award  of  tho 
King  of  the  Netherlands ;  but  very  different  Is 
the  cose  when  we  oorselvee  surrender  to  Eng- 
land even  more  tlian  he  had  bestowed  upon 
her,  oiler  having,  for  ao  many  years,  resisted 
this  award. 

Bnt  suppose  war  should  be  the  inevitablo 
result!  There  is  one  calamity  still  worse  than 
even  war  itself;  and  that  is,  notional  dishonor. 
The  voluntary  restoration  to  Great  Britain  of 
any  portion  of  the  sacred  soil  "of  tbe  old  thir- 
teen," which  they  had  wrested  from  her  do- 
minion by  the  war  of  independence,  without 
any  corresponding  cqnivaleut  in  territory,  is  an 
event  without  a  parallel  in  oui  past  history ; 
and  I  trust  in  Heaven  that  our  future  oaoals 
may  never  be  disgraced  by  a  similar  occnrrence. 
We  might  have  yielded  this  witii  honor,  in 
obedience  to  tho  award  of  a  sovereign  arbiter, 
chosen  under  the  proviuoDS  of  Uie  treaty  of 
Ghent;  hut  wo  con  never  yield  it.  wiliioot 
national  di^rnoe,  to  tbe  imperiona  demand  of 
that  haughty  power.  In  expresNng  myself  thus 
independently,  I  am  far,  very  far,  from  intend- 
ing to  lm]>each'  tho  motives  of  Senators  who 
ore  friendly  to  the  treaty.  I  know  and  appre- 
ciate the  purity  and  patriotism  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  sincerely  regret  that  my  own  sense 
of  duty  compels  me  to  differ  so  widely  from 
them. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  secret 
session,  on  the  80th  of  August,  1849,  passed 
the  following  resolution  : 

Rtmivtd,  That  the  iiyunction  of  lecrecy  be  re- 
moved  from  ib-e  Britiah  treaty,  the  eorrespondenea 
which  accompanied  it,  and  iil  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  thereon,  embracing  tho  speeches  and 
reinirhs  of  Senitort,  as  soon  u  the  ratiScatioas  of 
the  add  treaty  sbnll  have  been  eichsnged,  and  It 
shsll  have  been  proclaimed  by  tho  rrestdent  of  the 
Bnited  States.] 
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IH  aEHATB. 
UoSDAT,  December  fi,  1842. 

This  bring  the  ds^  set  apart  bj  the  Constt- 
tntioD  of  the  United  States  for  the  11)011111  meet- 
fncrof  OongTMS, 

ITie  PBBsnuuT  wro  ttm.  (Vr.  HAKamc)  took 
the  ebair,  and  colled  the  Benate  to  order  at  the 
hoarofiao'cliick.  He  stated  that  he  had  been 
iofonned  b;  the  Bergeant-at-Arms  that  there 
vaa  not  a  qnortitn  of  the  Benators  present. 

Hr.  CuNTiiroTotr  observed,  that  that  beinc 
the  ease,  it  was  apparent  that  no  hnslness  eoeld 
be  transacted  to-day ;  he  therefiire  moTed  that 
the   Senate    t^Joara    till   to-morroir    at    12 

The  qnestion  was  pot,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  the  Senate  accordingljr  ad- 
journed. 


B0U8B  OF  BSPR£8SSTA-nVBa. 

Uo:iDAr,  December  6. 

At  12  o'clock  the  Spzaeeb  took  the  oh^r,  and 
called  the  Iluose  to.  order;  whoo,  the  Clerk 
having  called  the  roll,  it  appeared  that  one 
hundred  and  aeventjr  tnembert  answered  to 
their  names,  being  a  anffideot  nnmtier  to  OOQ- 
stitnte  a  qnomm. 

The  Hon.  Bodebt  G.  WramBOp,  aIleprosent< 
ative  elect,  from  the  State  of  Uasaaohnsetts, 
to  supply  the  vacancf  occasioned  b;  the  resig- 
nation  of  the  Iloa.  KAiniif  Appurom,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Ur.  CnsiiiiJO  Bubmitted  the  nsual  joint  reso- 
latJon  for  tlie  appointment  of  ajolnt committee 
to  wait  on  the  Pi-eeident  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  tliat  a  qnorura  of  the  two 
HoQses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
read;  to  receive  any  commanication  he  might , 


The  resolntion  haviu  bees  adopted,  Hmt. 
CuBBiNo,  KzNiraDi  of  uarjiand,  and  Tmm- 
BAST  were  appointed  aa  the  comnutCeo  on  tin 
part  of  the  UonBC. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kskbedt,  be  wutsaid 
from  serving,  on  account  of  indi^odttM:  tti 
Mr.  Ednt,  of  New  Tork,  waa  appoinud  id  Hi 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Cuaaoro, 
Ordtrtd,  Tlut  the  1UU7  honr  of  lbs  mti^i 
tbo  House  be  at  13  o'clock  aaon,  til  Eslkrw 


The  pBrnDnre  pro  ten.  took  the  AAi 
IS  o'clock,  and  stated  that  he  had  beta  e- 
formed  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  tfcst  thm 
iras  still  no  qnomm  present.  Bndi  bsin;  At 
fact, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kerb,  the  Senate  sinn- 
ed till  to-morrow  morning  ttt  19  o'doek 


TcKsiiAT,  December  6. 
Death  of  the  Eon.  J.  W.  WiOitmi. 

ICr.  Jom  T.  Uabon  rose  tooiuMiiiMe  tbedaA 
of  the  Hon.  Jakes  W.  Whxiau,  of  Mtr^ 
and  spoke  as  follows : 

Ur.  Spkakbb  :  I  rise  to  annooDee  th«  mb 
of  the  Hon.  Jaww  W.  Wiluajh,  aiMB^ff" 
thU  House  from  tlie  State  of  llarThad.  v 
WiLUAUa  died  snddenlj,  on  the  moraiw  » 
the  ad  inst.,  with  a  stroke  of  jwrsljifa.  "li** 
attacked  him  in  his  carriago  while  oa  bit  *V 
to  the  Beat  of  OovernmeDt.  Althoecfa  he  ui 
been  for  a  long  time  in  feeUe  health,  jtt  >» 
very  luiMen    and  onexpected  tenoinaam  » 
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which  hla  dtoeaao  Aaeiif  came,  was  well  cal- 
coUkted  to  add  new  pangs  to  the  grief  of  kia 
Cunily  and  frieuds,  wKich,  without  that  oircum- 
itanea,  would  have  been  deep  and  poiBiant  at 
Lbe.loBS  of  a  parent  and  bnebatid  ao  uerot«d, 
i  friend  BO  futhftil,  and  a  man  so  eGtlmable. 
(Tie  profouad  and  unaffected  sorrow  with  which 
lis  neighbors  and  friends  received  the  sad  in- 
elligenee  of  bis  death,  the  nndivided  voice  with 
vhich  I  lis  many  virtues  ore  acknowledged  b; 
hose  irith  whom  be  has  been  sssociated  here, 
lud  tho  conQdeacQ  which  has  been  reposed  in 
lim  from  time  to  time  bj  tho  citizens  of  his 
itate,  constitute  a  more  eloquent  and  effective 
iDcomium  upon  bini  than  anj  thing  I  can  s^. 
a  one  respect — perhaps  in  .none  other — it  is 
rell  that  I  have  been  eelected  to  paj  this  lost 
ribnte  to  the  memory  of  the  dec^sed.  No 
ine,  perht^)s,  on  this  floor,  knew  so  well,  and 
leoe  ooa]d  speak  with  the  aame  knowled^  of 
hose  truts  which  characterized  bim,  and  which 
o  exalted  him  in  the  estimation  of  tbe  large 
ircle  of  his  ooioaintauce.  During  the  whole 
ime  tliat  I  have  been  in  public  life — now  four 
ears — whether  in  onr  State  Legislature,  or  as 

member  of  this  body,  Ur.  Williams  has  been 
ssociated  with  ma.  At  first  an  adviser,  and 
[ways  a  friend,  I  have  had  every  opportunity 
f  Hoding  ont  his  oharacl«r,  and  of  oppreciatiog 
is  worth.  A  more  bland  and  amiable  genUe- 
lan — a  more  upright  man — a  more  ^tbfol 
nblic  servant — and  a  more  sagacions  states- 
lan,  I  liave  never  met  with.  The  fHondship 
nd  respect  of  all  who  knew  him ;  ttie  conn- 
ence  of  his  neighbors ;  liis  frequent  etaltation 
D  responsible  publio  stations;  and  the  eztra- 
rdinarf  verification  of  his  prophecy  of  the  civil 
evolution  In  Maryland  in  1880,  and  of  her 
resent  financial  embarrassments — made  long 
efore  any  one  else  had  tho  wisdom  to  foresee 
hem — are  all-abundant  evidences  of  the  truth 
f  what  I  have  said.  On  occasions  like  these, 
i  is  not  UDBSual,  I  va  aware,  to  pass  high  en- 
ominms  opoa  the  character  of  the  deceased — 

mode  of  proeeedlng  the  less  reqnisite  in  the 
resent  instance,  as  the  character  of  Mr.  Wit^ 
lAMs  was  too  well  «stAblished,  and  held  in  too 
igb  esteem,  to  have  any  thing  to  Lope  from 
raise,  or  to  fear  from  censure.  His  mild  and 
entle  fn>irit  rendered  It  nearly  impossible  for 
ira  to  Lave  any  enemies.  The  innocence  and 
implicity  of  bis  behavior,  the  sensibility  of 
is  heart,  the  fidelity  witli  which  he  diEohurgcd 
lie  duties  of  life,  the  equanimity  witli  wiiicli  ho 
ore  its  rebukes  and  sufferings,  will  leave  a 
uting  impreesiou  on  the  min<&  of  his  friends  < 
nd  acqaaintances. 

We  have  iust  met  to  enter  upon  a  new  ses- 
ion ;  and  the  first  thing  almost  ttiat  olairosour 
ttenti on— coming,  as  it  were,  as  a  message 
-om  the  Bzecntlve  on  hish,  interrnpting  tlie 
alntations  of  friends,  roamng  the  pleasure  of 
lie  occasion,  and  ctiecking  the  ardor  of  our 
opes — is  another  example,  in  the  dea&  of  our 
ricnd,  of  the  nnoertainty  of  human  lit^.  It 
ould  not  hava  oome  on  a  more  fit  oocuion. 
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ive  love 
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We  have  entered  npon  a  new  portion  of  lame, 
and  such  occauons  are  peculiarly  hvoraUe  t«> 
moral  refieotion.  On  an  entrance  on  a  new 
scene,  or  a  neiv  period  in  our  life,  a  contcmplar 
tive  mind  will  be  naturally  emplo;red  in  esl^ 
mating  its  acquisitions,  comparing  its  improve- 
ments, retracing  past  occurrences,  and  revolvinc 
future  prospeotB,  The  example  of  the  deceased 
ts  not  only  before  you  for  snch  a  wholesome 
exerdse  of  the  mind ;  but  to  it  may  he  added 
his  voice,  which  may  now  be  considered  as  ad- 
dressing you  from  the  tomb,  and  enjoining  upon 
yon  tlie  duty  of  preparation  for  another  life. 
What  an  example  of  mortality  is  presented  on 
tlie  present  occasion  I  Without  the  slightest 
warning,  withoutthe  opportunity  of  amoment's 
immediate  nreporation,  away  from  home,  and 
alone,  the  dalroyer  met  him — no  tender  assi- 
duitjes  of  friendsliip,  no  well-known  voice,  no 
wife,  nor  son,  nor  daughter  was  near  to  soothe 
his  sorrows  or  close  his  eyes  in  death.  Uay 
this  solemn  event  have  a  wide-spread  inflaence. 
Instead  of  mnrmnring  at  snch  oOlictive  di 
sations  which  separate  ns  from  those 
and  esteem,  let  us  employ  them  as  motives  to 
set  our  affections  upon  the  more  lasting  things 
of  another  world — remembering  that,  whatever 
ties  of  affection  are  broken  by  death,  whatever 
pleasures  ore  lost  to  ns  here,  artt  only  taken 
from  the  eiijoyments  of  tiroe^  to  be  added  to 
those  of  6t«rnity. 

Ur.  WiLUAMB  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
was  aged  about  filty-five  years.  He  was  Air 
many  years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  bis  State,  and  was  at  onetime  Speaker 
of  the  Hoaso  of  I>elegates.  During  the  whole 
time  he  was  a  member,  he  opposed  with  Snn- 
nesB  and  unabated  zeal  that  system  of  internal 
improvements  which  has  eventuated  in  over- 
whelming the  State  in  endless  taxation.  Those 
who  are  now  lamenting  over  wliot  they  regard 
the  evils  which  that  policy  has  brought  upon 
them,  will  cherish  in  high  respect  his  angacity 
In  predicting  those  evils,  and  the  pertinacity 
witn  which  be  resisted  the  system  which  has 
entailed  diem  on  us.  Those  who  still  believe 
the  policy  to  have  been  a  wise  one,  must  do 
him  the  Jostice  to  admit  that  his  opposition  to 
it  was  as  honest  as  it  was  unyielding.  In  Kay, 
1841,  Hr.  WiLUAHB  was  elected  to  Congress, 
and  continued  a  member  of  this  body  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Here,  as  he  was  in  the 
Legislotnre  of  his  State,  he  was  vigilant  and 
regular  in  his  attendance  npon  his  public  da- 

In  him  the  State  of  Uoryland  has  lost  a 
faithful  pnblic  servant;  his  family  a  devoted 
and  afi^tionate  head ;  and  his  friends  one  who 
was  always  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  to  ad- 
vance their  interests. 

In  cunclnsion,  Hr.  Maso:t  offered  the  Ibl- 
lowtng  resolntions,  which  were  unanimotuly 
adopted  : 

Ettolred,  That  this  House  have  teamed,  with  feel- 
ings of  deep  seDSibiUty,  the  inultigeiica  of  ^o  de- 
cease of  the  hanorabie  Jamis  W.  Wiujaxs,  Iota  a 
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member  of  Ihia  CoDgma ;  ud  m  «n  eTldence  of 
the  «;inpkthf  which  the  membeTt  enteit^  aod 
btnbj  teoder  to  hia  farvirlng  relatlTei  uid  par- 
■oul  friends,  they  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  *rm 
for  tbirt;  dtja. 

JiMolrtd,  alto,  {u  e  rncthor  bu^  of  respect  fiir 
the  taemoTj  of  the  deceeaed,)  thkt  thi«  Bcaee  do 
now  ■^□um. 

Ordmd,  That  the  Clei^  communlcmte  to  the  Sen- 
Ate  bfonnatiOD  of  the  death  of  3tMtt  W.  Wil- 
LUH8,  and  of  the  prooee^ng*  of  Ihu  Houu 
thereon, 

.   The  House  then  tt^onmed. 


ax  BKNATE. 

Wbdnisdat,  Deoembor  7. 

Hr.  nuttrmoTOK  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hod.  Sauitsi,  0.  Ckavt,  Sen&tor  elacl«d 
hj  the  Legislfttnre  of  Yermont,  to  fill  the  to- 
cancjr  occasioned  hy  the  re^gnaUon  of  Jad^ 
FuKSTise,  which  were  lead.  }tx.  0.  was  than 
qnalifled  and  took  liis  seat. 

Ur.  HiLLKB  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
IIoD.  Wm.  L.  Dattox,  Seostnr  elected  b^  the 
legUature  of  New  Jersey,  to  fill  the  vacanof 
oooatitmed  hj  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Saxuu 
L.  Southabd;  which  were  read.  Ur.  D.  was 
then  qnallfi«d  itnd  ttxik  his  seat. 

n«  Sttnirtipt  La». 
on  gave  m 
,  ask  leare  t 
peal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Tht  Preiidmt'i  Meuoift. 

A  message  was  received  fhim  tha  House 
of  Representatives  by  Uatthbw  St.  Clajm 
Clabki,  their  Clerk,  informing  tho  Senate  that 
ft  qaorum  of  that  body  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  l^slative  bnaineas;  and 
also  informing  the  Senate  that  they  bad  passed 
ft  rceolntion,  sod  '^ipointed  a  committee  nnder 
it,  tojuin  BQch  committee  aamight  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wa!t  on  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
ft  qnoram  of  the  two  Eonses  of  Congress  had 
ftssembled,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
mnnication  he  misht  moke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ekbh.  the  above  resola- 
tion  was  concurred  in;  and  the  Chair  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate ;  when 

Hesan.  Ekbb  and  Eino  were  qipointed  s^ 
committee. 

A  Uessoga  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  by  tiie  hands 
of  RoBBBT  TnjtB,  Esq.,  his  private  secretary, 
which  WHS  read  aa  follows : 


We  have  ooutlnned  reasoo  to  express  onr  pro- 
CDond  gra^tade  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
for  numberleaa  benefits  confened  upon  us  ai  a  peo- 
~'~  Blessed  with  eenisl  seasons,  the  hiist>andinan 
with  abundanoe;  and  the 


ith  genu 
i  flUed 


neoesasriea  of  life,  not  to  speak  ot  ib  hnri^ 
abound  ia  ererj  directioii.  while  fa  — iiiki- 
natjooi  Bleadj  and  ladostrieoi  Uibca  oa  kfdj 
Sod  the  Butans  of  aobdateaca,  the  gmM  til 
which  we  have  to  encoantcr  faasaffai  tl  (n- 
dnctien  beyond  the  bona  demaad,  «Ud>  1^ 
and  with  difficulty  finds,  a  partial  uaikrtis  Mke 
regions.  The  health  of  the  eoantrj,  wiA  |mU 
eioeptioD,  has,  for  the  past  year,  beta  ad  pR- 
aerred ;  and,  under  tlieir  free  aad  win  iiKiuiiiK, 
the  United  State*  aie  rapidly  adtuictit  ""^ 
the  connuimation  of  the  high  dettiaj  wka  > 
ovetnillng  Provldenoa  secMa  to  hsTSBarUM 
for  them.  Exempt  ttmn  domeado  LuaiiiIaM.ai 
at  peace  wilhaD  the  world,  wean  Am  Is  Mai 
aa  to  the  best  means  of  seenripg  aad  stwdi; 
the  hapfdneM  of  the  people.  Saefa  an  Uh  ihM 
stances  under  which  you  now  aaa^dik  ia  na  » 
spective  chambeiB,  and  which  iboald  ki4  >  a 
tuiile  in  praise  and  thanksgiring  to  liit  pal 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  praservM  m  n  t 

I  congratulate  yon,  fellow-citiieu,  eo  tlie  ^n 
change  m  the  aspect  of  our  fortign  iliui  im 
toy  last  annnal  Hesaage.  CauK*  of  nnpkis  K 
that  time  existed  between  the  Uoitad  Suiaut 
Great  Britain,  which,  attended  by  inituiiii  a 
cnmscaneea,  threatened  most  senooilT  lb  ^ 
peace.  The  dilSonlty  oC  adjnsting  tmal^ti 
questions  at  liane  between  the  two  oonunUiV 
In  no  snail  degree,  augmented  by  Ik  hfc  << 
time  since  they  had  tbcir  origin.  Tte  •(■>* 
entertahied  by  tbe  Executive  on  sennl  J  *> 
leading  topics  in  dispnle,  wera  fianUfMMii 
the  Heaaage  at  the  opening  af  your  hu  mam. 
The  appointnient  of  a  apecial  muuMtt^^Ml 
Briuia  to  the  United  SUtes^  with  powvUD^ 
ate  upon  moat  of  the  pohits  of  diSeteiM,  aioM 
a  demra  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjosttka^iM 
that  minister  was  met  by  the  EiecniiieialkaM 
qxiU  which  had  dtcUted  hia  miooo.  Tkw^ 
consequent  thereon,  havbig  been  ddrntdiir 
the  two  Governments,  a  copy,  togellMt  »ii*  * 
correspondence  which  aceompaoied  it,  ii  bo'"^ 
communicated.  I  trort  that,  whiirt  fM  ^ " 
in  It  nothing  objectionable,  it  nuy  be  ifct  ■■■« 
preaerring,  for  an  indefinite  peno^  th*  mio'* 
relaUcna  happily  existing  between  the  tm  Gai^ 
meats.  ThsqnesUonof  peace  or  *vbtin»> 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  ii  *  v^* 
tbe  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  theatatln^Ui) 
the  dvililed  world ;  amce  it  is  acaretlj  [»" 
that  a  war  could  exist  between  lhe»  weM*» 
dsngering  tho  peace  of  Cbrisleadam.  Tkt  ia» 
diato  eOect  of  the  treaty  upon  eurstba  "  ' 
felt  in  the  aeonrily  aSbr<led  to  mens"*  ** 
prise,  which,  no  longer  appt^nan  e*  "JfJJ 
tion,  adventeres  its  apecnlationa  m  ifce  »«*  **■ 
sea;  and  freighted  with  the  diTmified  K**?" 
of  every  land,  retoras  to  Uea  our  •■*?? 
Is  notUog  hi  tbe  treaty  whiob,  hi  ihe  "P"*^ 
gree,  eomptoaits  the  honor  er  dinity  •(•"■ 
nation,  fiait  to  the  settlemem  of  the  biodq 
Uae,  which  must  always  be  a  maUer  «f  •**2 
between  Sutes  as  between  in*»idiiila,tli«  q»^ 
which  seemed  to  tiireaten  the  greaUst  «««™* 
maot  was  that  connected  with  the  A<itou>l>"- 

By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Oiai^J 
was  expresaly  declared,  that  "  iriiertss  tb^w" 
In  sUve*  is  irretcsidUbls  with  the  jo**"" 
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inmaoi^  and  jnitice  ;  and  wherau  botb  fats  ll«ji 
jr  and  the  United  Statea  ara  desfntoi  of  <HiDtiD 
nK  their  etn>rtii  to  promote  its  CDtlro  abolition ;  it 
I  herebv  agreed  toat  both  the  conOaotlng  parties 
hall  uae  their  bmt  endeaTora  to  accomplish  ao  do- 
irnble  an  object."  !□  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
.□d  treatj  atipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  praotlce 
lad  threatened  to  grow  Dp,  on  the  part  af  Ita 
iruisers,  of  subjecting  to  Tisita^n  snips  saiting 
■nder  the  AmcHisan  flag,  which,  while  It  seriooalj 
nTolTed  ont  naritlme  Hghta,  woold  anhjeet  to  rei- 
Ltion  a  branch  of  onr  trade  which  was  dail;  In- 
ireaaiog,  and  which  required  the  fostering  core  of 
■be  GoTemlnenl.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
a  hie  correspondenco  with  the  American  enroya, 
■t  London,  expre«>l;  dUcliinied  all  right  to  detain 
tn  American  aUp  on  tbe  blgh  scaa,  eren  If  fonnd 
with  a  cargo  of  alaTea  oa  board,  and  restricted  (he 
British  pretemioii  to  a  netv  claioi  to  visit  md  In- 
luire ;  yet  It  coold  not  well  be  discerned  bj  the 
lixeeQtir«  of  the  United  Stales,  how  such  visit  and 
.Dquiry  conld  b«  made  without  detention  on  the 
rojage,  and  conaM|Dent  intermplioQ  to  the  trade. 
It  waa  regarded  as  the  right  of  search,  presented 
only  In  a  new  forni,  and  expressed  la  different 
words;  and  1  therefore  felt  It  tobe my  dutjdistinct- 
It  to  declare,  In  my  annual  Heaage  to  Congreas, 
that  no  such  conoesaioii  oooM  be  made,  and  that 
tho  United  Stales  bad  both  the  win  and  the  abUity 
to  enforoe  their  own  laws,  and  to  protect  their  flag 
from  being  used  for  purposM  wholly  forbidden  by 
those  law*,  aod  obnoilou  to  the  moral  censure  of 
the  world.  Taking  the  Metaage  as  his  letter  of  in- 
Btrnctiona,  our  then  WiJMer  at  Parii  felt  himself 
required  tj>  Meame  tbe  same  groimd  In  a  remon- 
etranca  which  he  felt  It  to  be  his  duty  to  present 
to  M.  Oolxot,  and,  through  him,  to  tbe  King  of  tbe 
French,  against  what  has  been  called  the  Quintu. 
pie  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  In  this  respect,  met 
with  the  approral  of  this  Qorertiment.  In  cloM 
confonnity  with  these  Tiewa, -tbe  rightb  article  of 
the  treaty  was  framed,  which  proTidea  that  "  each 
nation  shall  keep  atoat  In  the  AMcan  teas  a  force 
of  not  leas  than  aghty  guns,  to  act  separately  and 
apart,  under  Instrueuona  from  their  reapeatjTe 
GoTsmmenta,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  thdr 
retpeetive  laws  and  obligations."  From  this  it  will 
be  M(n  that  (he  ground  assumed  in  the  Message 
has  been  fhtly  maintained,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  atipalstioiil  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to  be 
carried  out  in  good  faith  by  tlie  two  coantriea, 
and  that  all  pretence  Is  removed  For  iatcr&renot 
with  Dur  commerce  for  auypurpose  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  OoTemment,  While,  therefore,  the 
Cuited  States  bare  been  standing  np  for  tbe  free- 
dom of  tbe  seas,  they  hare  not  thought  proper  to 
mikc  that  a  pretext  for  avoiding  a  fulBlment  of 
their  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  for  giving 
countenance  to  a  trade  reproluited  by  our  lava. 
A  limilar  arrangement  by  the  other  great  powers 
eenld  not  fill  to  sweep  from  the  ocean  the  slave- 
trade,  without  the  interpolation  of  soy  new  prin- 
ciple into  tbe  maritloM  code.  We  nay  be  permit- 
ted to  hope  that  tbe  example  thin  aet  wUl  be  foV 
lowed  by  tome,  if  not  all  of  them.    We  thereby 


tates  of  a  sound  policy,  and  complying  with  the 
clsini  of  Justice  and  humanity. 

It  would  have  farnished  additional  eanse  for  oon- 
grtUdtUoo,  If  the  treaty  oonld  have  Mobneed  all 


of  population 
lately  an  unbi 


sabjeots  coloutalcd  In  fhtnre  to  load  to  a  inisundei^ 
standing  between  tbe  two  OoTcmmeots.  The  ter- 
ritory o(  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north 
of  the  forty-eccond  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portiOH 
of  which  Great  Britain  Irjb  claim,  begins  to  attract 
of  our  fellow^iilliens;  and  the  lido 
which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so 
unbroken  wlldemess  in  mora  contiguous 
regions,  is  preparing  to  flow  over  thoee  vast  dis- 
tricts which  stretch  from  tbe  Rooky  Uountains  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  advance  of  the  acquirement 
of  individual  rights  to  these  lands,  sound  policy 
dictates  that  every  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by 
the  two  Governments  to  settle  their  respectiTo 
claims.  It  become  manifest,  at  an  eariy  hour  of 
the  late  negotiations,  that  any  attempt,  for  tbe 
time  being,, satlsfkctorily  to  determine  those  rights, 
would  lead  to- a  protracted  discussion,  which  imght 
embrace  In  lis  f^lure  other  more  preasiog  matters; 
aod  the  Eiecntiie  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  to 
waive  all  the  advantages  of  an  honorable  adjust- 
ment of  other  difBcultic*  of  great  magnitude  and 
importance,  because  this,  not  so  Immediately  press- 
lug,  stood  in  the  way.  Althonvh  the  ddBculty 
referred  to  may  not,  for  several  years  to  como, 
involve  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  yet  I  shall 
not  delay  to  nrge  on  Great  Britain  tbe  Importance 
of  its  early  settlement.  Nor  will  other  matters  of 
commercial  importance  to  tbe  two  countries  be 
overloaksd;  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  comport  with  (he  policy  of  England,  as 
it  does  with  that  of  the  United  States,  to  seize  upon 
this  moment,  when  most  of  the  causes  of  irritauon 
have  passed  away,  to  cement  the  peace  and  amitv 
of  the  two  countries,  by  wisely  removing  aU 
grounds  of  probable  futnre  collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relations 
oontinno  oo  the  most  amicable  footing.  Treaties 
now  existing  with  them  abonld  be  rigld^  observed; 
and  every  opportnoity,  compatible  wbh  the  Inter- 
eiits  of  the  Uniled  States,  should  be  adzed  opon  to 
enlsrge  the  basis  of  commereial  Interoonrse.  Feaee 
with  all  the  world  la  tbe  (rue  foundation  of  onr 
policy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permanent  by 
tbe  practice  of  equal  and  Impartial  Justice  to  alL 
Our  great  desire  should  be  to  enter  only  into  that 
rivalry  which  looks  to  tbe  general  good,  in  the  onl- 
(ivation  of  the  sciences,  the  enlsrgement  of  the 
fleld  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and 
the  spread  of  commerce  (that  great  dvillier)  to 
every  land  nod  sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  In. 
terference  In  oil  qneiitions  excloslvely  referring 
(hemBclves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  an  equal  exemption  from 
the  interference  of  European  Rovernments  In  what 
relates  to  tbe  States  of  the  American  continenL 

On  the  3Sd  of  April  lust,  the  commlsslonera  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  tmder  the  conven- 
tion with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  11th  of 
April,  IB3B,  made  to  the  proper  department  a  Snal 
report  in  relation  to  tbe  proceeding*  of  the  com- 
mission. From  this  It  appears  that  the  total 
amonnt  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  tbe  commis- 
sionen  and  the  nmidre  appointed  under  that  con- 

'on,  was  two  million  twenly-six  tbooMnd  uid 

ity.nine  doUai*  and  riity-^ftht  cents.  The 
arbiter  having  considered  that  his  functions  were 
required  by  the  convention  to  terminate  at  the 
same  time  with  those  of  the  commisaioncis,  return- 
ed to  tbe  board,  nndecldad  f)>r  want  of  time,  cUma 
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which  had  beea  illowed  by  the  American  commiB- 
aiooen,  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundrad  and  twentj'- 
eight  thooBand  six  bnsdred  and  tweotf  dollan  and 
e!ght;-«!ght  cents.  Other  claimB,  In  which  the 
amount  tonght  to  be  TccoTered  wan  three  m!l1!0D 
three  hundred  and  thlrtv-iix  thonBond  eight  bun' 
dred  tmd  thtrty-aeTen  dolLart  and  five  cent*,  were 
mibmittcd'to  the  board  too  late  for  its  consideration. 
The  Uinistcr  of  the  United  Btatei  at  Mexico  bas 
been  dul;  aathorlzed  to  malie  demand  for  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  awards,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
conTentlou,  and  the  provifuons  of  the  act  of  Con- 
grcsa  of  the  ISth  June,  1840.  He  has  also  been 
IiiBtructed  to  communicate  to  tbat  OoTcmment  tbe 
cxpectatlout  of  the  OoTemmont  of  the  United 
Blates  In  relation  to  those  claims  wblch  wer 


Statea  against  the  Vexlcan  QoTemment. 
also  been  famished  with  other  instructiODS,  to  be 
followed  bf  him  tn  caso  the  Gorcmment  of  Hexlco 
sbould  not  find  IlMlf  in  a  condition  to  make  pres- 
ent pajment  of  the  amount  of  the  awarda,  In 
specie  or  its  equtv aleot. 

I  am  bappj  to  be  aUe  to  mj  tbat  Information, 
which  is  eateemed  bvorable,  both  to  a  Just  aatis- 
factioQ  of  the  awards,  and  a  reasonable  proTliion 
for  other  clalnin,  lias  been  recently  recelTed  from 
He.  Thompson,  tito  Hinlitcr  of  the  United  States, 
who  has  prompt'"  "  *  -•■-'  —  .»-  -  -....i  .1  . 
inatmctioua  of  hi, 
important  subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
panied  the  late  Texan  expedition  to  Santa  Fd,  and 
who  were  wrongfHilI;  taken  and  held  as  prisr~  ~~ 
of  war  in  Veilco,  bare  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  tbe 
Department  of  State  and  the  Uextcan  Uinlstar 
of  Foreign  AiBiin,  upon  the  complaint  of  Mexico 
that  eltlteni  of  the  United  States  were  permit- 
ted to  rItb  aid  to  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  in  the 
war  eiiadng  between  ber  and  tbat  repDbllc.  Cotdei 
of  thb  correspondence  are  herewith  communicated 
to  Congress,  together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the 
same  subject,  addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Ueiico,  b;  tbe  American  Minister  and  the  Mexican 
Secretary  of  State. 

Ueiico  bas  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  tbe 
mission  of  the  United  States  to  that  GOTernment, 
bj  accrediting  to  this  a  minliter  of  the  same  rank 
ai  that  of  the  representatiTe  of  tiie  Umted  States 
in  Mexico.  From  tba  circumstances  connected 
with  this  mission,  fliTorable  results  are  anticipated 
from  it.  It  is  so  obTlousI;  for  the  Interest  of  both 
countries,  as  neighbor  and  friends,  that  alt  Jn^t 
causes  of  mutual  diHSatlnfaction  should  be  removed, 
that  it  is  to  I>e  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the 
employment  of  any  practicable  and  honorable 
means  to  accomplish  that  end. 

The  a^irs  pending  between  this  Oovemment 
and  several  others  of  the  States  of  this  hemisphere 
formeriy  under  tbe  dominion  of  Spain,  hare  again, 
within  the  past  year,  been  materially  obstructed 
by  ihe  mliltary  revolatlona  and  conflicts  In  those 
countries. 

The  raUBcattonB  of  the  treaty  between  tbe  United 
States  and  the  Repabllo  of  Ecuador,  of  tbe  13th  of 
June,  1S3S,  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  instm- 
ment  has  been  doly  promulgated  on  tbe  part  of  this 
Oorernment  Co^es  are  now  communicated  to 
CoogreM,  with  •  view  to  enable  that  body  to  make 


Bucb  changes  in  tbe  Ibw«  ippUcibk  to  our  ittn- 
course  with  that  RepnbUo  as  may  be  decnd  n- 

ProTl^on  has  been  made  by  the  OercnDtU 
of  Cblll  for  the  payment  of  the  cUia  n  unmi 
of  the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Winigr  a 
CoqnimtMi,  in  1810.  This  GoTemment  b>i  nm 
loeipectihat  other  claims  of  oar  dtinu  ipinl 
Chili  will  bo  hastened  to  a  final  aadMl^ta; 

The  empire  of  Bradl  baa  not  been  ikopdn 
exempt  from  those  convnlslons  whidi  so  tcModj 
afflict  the  nrighboring  repobUes.  *" '  ' 
which  recently  broke  ont  ire,  bowti 
derstood  to  be  quieted.  But  these 
by  threatening  the  stability  of  the  Gi 
by  canning  incessant  and  Tlolent  cliin|a  b  Am 
or  in  tbe  persons  who  administer  theni,  tnl  [nl- 
ly  to  retard  prorisioos  for  a  jnst  mdennitj  firlw 
es  and  Injnrira  snfTercd  by  indiridiul  ntgRli  r 
Hliiens  of  other  Sutes.  The  GoTemDeat  of  & 
United  Slates  will  feel  it  to  be  it*  dmy,  ho>tTR,ii 
consent  to  no  delay,  not  onaToidabk,  ia  n^ 
satisftctioo  for  wrongs  and  Injorits  nMuvd  br 
lt»  own  citiEcos.  Many  yean  having,  is  rm 
cases,  elapsed,  a  deelNve  and  effrctul  cMf*  i 
proceeding  will  ba  demanded  of  the  iMptciii 
GoTemmcnta  against  whom  claims  kankca  ft- 

Tho  Tciatious,  haraasdng,  and  eipei^  •>' 
which  so  long  prevailed  wiib  tbe  In&atAMe' 
habiting  tbe  peninsula  of  Florida,  hu  liifffl;  tm 
terminated;  whereby  our  army  haabedidind 
fh>m  a  service  of  tbe  rooet  disagreeabia  dnWt 
and  the  treasury  from  a  large  expenffillR.  IM 
easnal  ouUireabs  may  oecnr,  snch  a*  artioM 
to  tbe  close  proximity  of  border  Ktllmii<<>' 
Indians;  but  these,  as  In  all  other  case*, Mi) ^" 
to  the  care  of  tbe  local  anlhorities,  t>M^ 
occasion  may  require,  by  the  forces  of  tbiind 
States.  A  sufficient  number  of  troofs  >3  ^ 
maintained  In  Florida,  so  long  as  die  renotMir 
prehensions  of  danger  aball  exist;  yet  tWr Me 
willbeUmited  rather  to  the  garrisoning  of  tbe  mx^ 
•ary  posts,  than  to  tbe  maioteoance  ofaetitt^** 
lies.  It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  a  terrilory,  n  taf  >» 
tarded  in  its  growth,  win  now  cpeedily  im"' 
from  the  evils  incident  to  a  protracted  Tir.titfr 
Iting,  in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rick  pi^ 
tlons,  tme  evideneesof  returning  weahktil^ 
perity.  By  tho  practice  of  rigid  jostitt  to™* 
tbe  numerous  Indian  tribes  residbg  irili"  * 
lerrilotlal  limits,  and  the  ezerelM  0/  a  [amtf 
vigilance  over  tbeir  interest^  protertinf  o" 
against  fraud  and  intmaion,  and  at  tbeweO' 
Ing  every  proper  eipedient  to  intiote*'*^ 
them  tbe  arts  of  civilized  life,  wo  may  tv^  W 
only  to  weaq  them  frwn  tbeir  lovt  for  vij 
to  Inspire  tbem  with  a  lore  fotpe»ceWi" 
TOcation^  With  several  rf  the  ti»«  pj 
progress  in  civillilng  them  baa  already  ben"* 


and  powerfti  nailooa  may  yet  *«  FJ^^ 
served  as  the  builder*  up  of  a  new  mat  fa  *•" 
seivcB  and  tbeir  posterity. 

Tbe  balance  In  the  treamry  on  tba  1«  »J^ 
try,  1848,  (exolnsive  of  the  afflouat  *p>»'"Jr 
tbe  States,  tniBt  ftiBds,andindemBiti«s,)««'.P'?' 
483  eS.  The  receipta  loto  tbe  trei»iry  """f  "J 
first  tbT«e  quarter*  of  the  preKnt  y«r,  w"  " 
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nunea,  iinonnt  t«  |2e,B18,SBB  ^S;  of  vhich 
thin  fourUen  nillioa*  wei«  recelTcd  from  ons- 
loini,  and  nbout  one  Tnillioo  frola  the  public  Isnili. 
Tho  recelptu  for  the  fourth  qoirter  are  BidmMed  at 
ncirlj  eight  millioiu;  of  which  four  millioni  are 
cipcctcd  froni  emtonii,  and  tbree  miUioiui  and  o 
haif  froiii  loans  and  treaiurj  notes.  Tho  eipcndi- 
lurci  ot  the  first  lhr«e  quarters  of  the  proeeut  your 
jxctcd  twentv-sii  iDllliooe,  and  those  estimated  for 
liiu  fgurth  qii:irlet  amount  lo  about  eight  milUoos; 
ind  it  is  anticipated  there  will  bo  a  dc&cienoj  of 
niiraniilliouoiithelstJaiiuarjDeit;  but  Uiat  the 
imount  of  outstanding  warrants  (estimated  at  $800, 
M)<>}  niU  leave  ui  actual  bolanoe  of  about  (224,000 
I  the  expenditures  of  the 


The  pri^sent  tarilT  of  dntles  was  aomewhtt  hu- 
ily  and  hunicdlj  passed  near  the  close  of  the  late 
cssion  uf  CoDgress.  That  It  should  bare  defects, 
nil,  therefore,  be  aurpriaiug  to  do  one.  To  rem- 
dy  such  defects  as  naj  be  found  to  exist  In  man  j 
f  ite  numerous  provisions,  will  not  fail  to  claim 
our  scriaua  Bllcntlon.  It  maj  well  merit  lO' 
iiirj-,  whether  the  exaction  of  all  datiet  la  cash, 
a<-s  not  cull  for  the  introducliou  of  a  sjstom 
hiuti  hu  proved  highly  beaefictal  In  couotiiei 
here  it  has  been  adopted,  I  r«fer  to  the  ware- 
Dusing  sjstem.  Tho  first  and  most  prominent 
Tcct  irhii-b  it  would  produce,  would  be  to  protect 
ic  murlict  alilke  against  redundant  or  deScient 
ipplios  of  roreign  fabrics',  both  of  which.  In  the 
uig  run,  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  nunufaC' 
irer  as  to  the  importer.  The  qtiantlt;  of  goods  In 
oru  being  at  all  times  readilf  known,  it  would  en- 
>lc  the  importer,  with  an  approach  to  accuracy,  to 
xrrt^iiii  the  actual  want*  of  the  market,  and  to 
giitatc  himself  accordingly.  If,  however,  he 
lould  full  into  error  bj  importing  au  excess  abore 
ic  public  wants,  ha  could  readily  correct  its  eviU 
!  availing  himself  of  the  beoofits  and  advantages 
'  tho  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehouse, 
e  goods  imported  would  await  the  demands  of 

0  mark  et ;  and  tbclr  issue*  would  be  goTemed  by 
a  tiled  principles  of  demand  and  supply.     Thus 

1  approximation  would  be  made  to  a  steadiness 
d  uniformity  of  price,  which.  If  attoioahle,  would 
nduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mereautUa 
d  mecbanical  operations. 

The  apprchenaioD  may  be  well  entortalned,  that, 
ihout  somnthlug  to  ameliorate  the  rigor  of  cash 
ymeiits,  the  entire  import  (rade  may  fait  into  the 
nds  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  In  this  country 
d  in  Europe.  The  small  importer,  who  requires 
the  money  he  can  raise  for  iarestments  abroad, 
d  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lonest  duty, 
luld  have  to  sabdnct  in  advance  a  portion  of  his 
idK,  in  order  to  pay  the  duties  and  would  lose 
]  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for  oil  the 

10  tlie  goods  might  remain  unsold ;  which  might 
lorb  his  profits.    The  rich  c^italist  abroad,  as 

11  as  at  home,  would  thus  possess,  alter  a  short 
ic,  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  Import 
de;  and  lans  designed  for  the  beneflt  of  all, 
uld  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  tho  few — ar«- 
t  wholly  uDCODgeniat  with  the  spirit  of  oar  in- 
.utioos,  and  anti-ropubllcan  in  all  its  tendencies. 
B  warehousing  system  would  enable  the  Import- 
to  watch  the  msiitet,  and  to  select  his  own  tima 


for  offering  his  goods  for  sale,  A.  profitable  por- 
tion of  tbe  carrying  trade  in  articles  entered  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  must  also  be  most  seriously 
alfected,  without  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to 
relieve  tbe  cash  system.  The  warehousing  svb- 
tern  woold  afford  that  relief,  sinco  tho  carrier 
would  have  a  safe  resource  to  the  public  store- 
houses, and  might,  without  advancing  the  duty,  re- 
ship  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign  ports. 
A  further  cSbct  of  tha  measure  would  be  to  super- 
sede the  system  of  drawbacks,  thereby  effectually 
protecdng  the  Goremment  against  fraud,  as  tho 
right  of  debenture  would  not  attacli  to  goods  afler 
their  withdrawal  from  the  public  stores. 
In  revising  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  should 

Joudeem  it  proper  to  do  so  at  your  present  session, 
con  only  repeat  the  suggestions  and  recommendor 
tlons  which,  upon  soTeral  oceasiona,  I  have  here- 
tofore felt  it  to  bo  my  duty  to  offer  to  Congress. 
The  great  priniary  and  controlling  interest  ot  the 
American  people  is  union;  union,  not  only  in  the 
mere  forms  of  government — forms  vhich  may  ba 
broken — but  uoion  founded  In  aa  attachment  of 
States  and  Individuals  for  each  other.  This  union 
in  sendmant  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by 
the  adoption  of  that  course  of  policy  which,  nei- 
ther givmg  exclusive  benefits  to  some,  nor  impos- 
ing unnecessary  burdens  upon  others,  ahsll  consult 
the  intereats  of  all,  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moder- 
ation, and  thereby  seeking  to  harmonize  publio 
opiulon,  and  causing  the  people  everywhere  to  feel 
and  to  know  that  the  Government  Is  careful  of  the 
Intereata  of  all  alike.  Nor  is  there  any  subject  En 
regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  • 
wuo  disciimlnstion,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  imports.  Whether  refcr< 
ence  be  bad  to  reronue — tha  primary  object  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes — or  to  the  Incidents  which 
necessarily  flow  from  their  Imposition,  this  is  en- 
tirely true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their  end 
and  object,  net  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind 
an  hostility  to  tbe  manufectoring  inteteita,  but  bj 
ioduclng  a  system  of  smuggling  on  an  eztentiv* 
scale,  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraud 
upon  the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigilance  of 
Qovemment  osnnot  effectually  suppress.  An  op- 
posito  eourse  of  policy  would  be  attended  by  re- 


fectnrer — would  reap  Important  advantages. 
Among  the  most  striking  of  Its  benefits  would 
be  that  derived  from  the  general  acquiescence  of 
the  country  in  its  support,  and  the  consequent 
permanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given 
to  all  the  operations  of  industry.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated,  that  no  system  ot  legislation  con 
wise,  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  No 
ireat  can  thrive  under  IL  The  prudent  cs^m- 
taJist  will  never  adventure  bis  e^tal  in  manu- 
&cturing  establishments,  or  In  any  other  leading 
pursuit  of  life,  If  there  exists  a  state  of  oncertainty 
as  to  whether  the  Qovcrnmcnt  will  repeal  to-morrow 
what  it  has  enacted  to-day.  Fitful  profits,  how- 
ever high,  if  threatened  with  a  minoos  reduction 
by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the  part  of  Government, 
will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  trust  tha  money  which 


ciliation,  and  Influenced  bj  no  other  de^re  than  tc 
a  the  great  interests  of  the  country  from  tho 
X  of  political  contentioo,  and  Id  the  tUaohai^ 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Dbckkbeh,  IM2.] 


T%»  Frtiiiaiet  Mtmag», 


[ITnCw 


of  the  high  and  Rolemn  duUet  of  the  pUce  which  1 
DDw  occupj,  reoomiDeDd  modenta  dutiao,  im- 
posed «ilb  k  wiw  discrfminitioD  u  to  theii 
BCTerml  objecM,  m  being  not  onlj  noat  likel;  to  bt 
dnnble,  but  moat  sdvuitageoiu  to  orerj  intereit 
of  iodelj. 

The  report  of  the  Secretuy  of  the  War  Depart- 
TneoC  BxhIbiU  a  Ter;  full  uid  Mtlaiictorj  accouat 
of  the  Tuioiu  and  importuit  iatereats  committed 
to  the  ch«rfe  of  tb&t  oScer.  It  i*  pirticnltrl? 
grutifylo);  to  Sad  thtt  tba  eipenditurea  for  the  milv- 
iarj  lerrice  are  greatly  reduced  in  amount ;  that 
strict  tTBtem  of  economj  ha*  been  introduced  iai 
the  Borvice,  and  the  abusea  of  past  ;tanl  greatly 
reformed.  The  fordficalioni  on  our  maritime 
froDtier  hare  been  proaecuted  with  much  vigor, 
and  at  many  points  our  dcfencea  are  in  a  rerj  coa- 
aiderible  state  of  forwirdDeai.  The  euggeaUona 
In  reference  to  the  cstabliaiiment  of  means  of  com- 
mimication  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific,  and 
to  the  Burreys  so  essential  V>  a  knowledge  of  the 
reaoarccs  of  tlie  intermsdiale  country,  are  enlitied 
to  the  molt  farorablo  cooBldenitioii.  While  I 
would  propose  nolblng  Inconsistent  with  friendly 
negodationa  to  aetlle  the  extent  of  our  claims  in 
that  region,  yet  a  prudeot  forecast  poiota  out  the 
nooessily  of  such  nieaaure*  as  may  enable  us  to 
mainlain  our  rights.  The  arrangements  made  for 
preaerring  our  neutral  relaUons  on  tbe  boundary 
between  as  snd  Texas,  and  keeping  la  check  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  will  be  maintained  so  long 
as  droumatanceB  may  require. 

For  seTeral  yeare  angry  cootentioni  bare  grown 
Oflt  of  the  disposition  directed  by  law  to  bo  made  of 
the  minenil  lands  beld  by  the  OoTerntneDt  in  mt- 
eral  of  the  Stntea.  Tfae  QoTcmincnt  1*  oonotituted 
the  Indlord,  and  the  cilizena  of  tbe  Statea  wherein 
lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  reUtlon  is  an 
unwise  one ;  and  it  would  be  moeh  more  condnciTe 
to  the  public  interest  tliat  a  sale  of  the  lands  ahould 
be  nude,  tbin  that  they  should  remun  in  their 
present  condition.  The  supply  of  tbe  ore  would 
be  more  abundantly  and  certainly  furnished  when 
to  be  drawn  from  the  enterprise  and  tbe  induatry 
of  the  proprietor,  than  under  the  prosent  system. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  in  regard 
to  the  impTOTements  of  tbe  Western  waters,  and 
certain  prominent  harbors  on  the  lakes,  merit,  and 
I  doubt  not  will  receive,  yoor  aeriou*  attention. 
The  great  importance  of  these  so^ects  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  eitensire  region  referred  to,  and  tbe 
security  of  tbe  whole  country  In  time  of  war,  can- 
act  escape  obeemtion.  The  losses  of  life  and 
property  which  annually  occur  in  the  navigation  of 
tbe  Ulssissipt^  alone,  because  of  the  dangerous  ob- 
•tructiouB  In  tbe  river,  nake  a  loud  demand  upon 
Congress  for  the  adaption  of  efficient  measures  for 
their  removal, 

Tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
bring  you  acquainted  with  that  important  branch 
of  the  publio  defences.  Considering  the  already 
vast  and  daily  increaslog  commerce  of  tbe  coun- 
try, apart  Unto  the  eiposore  to  hostile  loroad  of 
aneitendedseabcsrd.aU  that  relates  to  tlie  navy  is 
oaloulalcd  to  eioite  particular  attention.  What- 
ever tends  to  add  to  Its  efficiency,  withont  entail- 
ing unnecessary  charges  upon  tbe  treasury,  is  well 
worthy  of  your  serious  cooudcration.  It  will  be 
■eeo,  that  while  an  appropriation  eioeeding  by 
more  than  b  mlllioa  the  appropriations  of  tbe  present 
jear,  is  asked  by  the  Secretary,  jet  that,  In  this 
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purchase  of  clothing,  wbiclk,  when  once  tifeiA 
ed,  will  be  annually  reimbuiwd  by  tbe  Mle  «t  ibt 
clothes,  and  win  tbns  constitute  a  peipetulfnid, 
without  any  new  appropriation  to  the  mat  Dtjcd 
To  tbU  may  also  be  added  |»,000  tAei  U  mr. 
tbe  arreoiaees  of  past  yeats,  and  flM,OI»  is  attt 
to  maintain  a  competent  squadroa  on  tbe  com  tf 
Africa  ;  all  of  which,  when  deducted,  will  »dta 
tbe  eipenditurea  neariywiihin  ^  linHt  »I  t^ 
of  the  current  jetir.  Wliile,  however,  the  tijitt- 
ditures  will  thus  romain  very  nearly  tbe  RMa 
of  tbe  antfccdent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add  polh 
10  the  operatioos  of  the  loariDe,  and,  Is  bi  of 
only  twenty-fire  ships  in  commisaoD,  lod  Ul  Suit 
in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep,  with  the  nue  a- 
peoditure,  forty^oe  vessels  i^oal,  and  to  tali 
twelve  ships  of  a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  it  cstihleht 
and  great  jwius  are  taken  to  insure  isdmi, 
fidelity,  and  economy  in  every  deportiMBl  arta;. 
Experiments  have  been  instituted  to  test  lie  pi 
ity  of  various  nuterials,  (particularly  ccpfKi,  in^ 
and  coal,)  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  iiDpoBlka. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Fomm 
General,  that  tbe  great  point  which,  for  weal 
ycare,  ha*  been  to  much  dctdred,  hu,  duiq  ili 
current  year,  been  fully  acconiplUhed.   Tlf  a- 

Gnditures  of  the  department  for  the  cnrml  jm 
vc  been  brought  within  its  iucDaic,«iltiiiilli» 
sening  its  genenii  usefaluess.  Then  bu  bMii 
incresae  of  revenue  equal  to  |1 6e,(KXI  Ibc  (k  ^ 
1843  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  il  bebnd, 
any  addition  baving  been  made  to  the  sostotf 
tetters  and  newspapers  tranimitted  ttin<|li  ^ 
maits.  The  Post  Office  laws  have  been  kMl7 
administered,  and  fidelity  iias  been  obsefie^i  t 
counting  for,  and  paying  over  by  the  nbotjuia 
of  the  department,  Uie  moneys  which  Un  '*'> 
received.  For  the  details  of  ttie  ser™*,!"''' 
.  to  the  report. 

fiatter  myself  Hut  tbe  exhibition  Iha  wk  'l 
the  condition  of  the  public  adnuniatntioaviUKni 
nvinoo  you  that  every  proper  atlentiwibJk*'' 
to  the  inUrestsof  the  country  by  that  <u 
beencalledto  tbe  heads  of  the  dilleraiidif^ 
B.  The  reduction  in  tha  ooQual  ei|«S^ 
of  tbe  Government  already  accomi^ahed,  bn» 
sure  evidence  that  economy  in  tbe  apfilictiiuii- 
le  public  moneys  is  regarded  as  a  paniK* 
duty. 
At  peace  with  sU  the  worid— tbe  perawl  ^ 
ty  of  tha  citiMn  Mcredly  nuinlaiiKd,  uJ  ■ 
.;hts  secured  under  political  inslitutieu  daint| 
ail  their  authority  from  tbe  direct  saDcli(m°''w 
people — with  «  soil  fertile  almost  beyooit  toan 
and  a  country  biessed  with  eveir  djnnit;  oC* 
mate  and  production,  what  remaias  to  be  do"  ■ 
order  to  advance  tbe  haptuDGss  and  v*<'!V'"^^* 
such  a  people?  Coder  ordinary  circuBBtti««i.^ 
inquiry  could  readily  be  anawered.  Tbe  bei< '» 
probehly  could  be  done  for  a  peojJe  inh»biliii(5» 
a  country,  would  be  to  fortify  their  pe«e  us  * 
curity  in  tbe  prosecuUon  of  their  variooj  I^^ 
by  guarding  them  aeainat  invasion  Iron  ""*■ 
and  riolenco  from  wifliin.  The  rest,  for  thcfmw 
pert,  might  be  lelt  to  their  own  eoerp;*"  f*^ 
prise.  The  chief  cmttarransioenti  »icb,  u  tJ 
moment,  eihibit  themaelvea,  have  orlsea  fnw  «T 
action  j  and  the  tnoM  dUBcnlt  task  wbich  rt»» 
ijjlghed  is  thtt  of  contcling  sM  Dn^ 
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nmiiig  ita  cffccU.  Between  tbo  ycua  163S  and 
1838,  addition  wera  nuda  to  bulk  cspltal  and 
biDk  'iavas,  in  the  form  of  notes  deiugaed  for  cii^ 
culitioD,  to  an  eiMnt  enaroiODslj  great.  The  quea- 
tinn  teemed  to  be,  not  how  the  best  warenej 
maid  be  proTided,  but  io  what  miiiuier  tbe  great- 
til  uoouut  of  bank  paper  could  be  pat  in  circula- 
liaa.  Thiui,  a  vast  amount  of  what  waa  oalled 
moDCf— aJDce,  for  the  time  being,  It  answered  the 
purpoiies  of  money — wa«  thrown  ujioa  the  couotrj ; 
in  Ofer-lssuc  which  wu  atleoded,  as  a  necessarj 
conwquenco,  by  an  Gxtrava^nt  Increaw  of  tha 
pricea  of  all  articles  and  propertj,  the  apread  of  a 
ipecuIitiTO  mania  alt  orer  tha  counCrj.  and  has 
Gailly  ended  In  a  general  indcbtedoeaa  on  the  part 
of  the  Sutee  and  kdiriduala,  the  proatration  of 
public  and  private  credit,  a  depreciation  in  the 
oiarbet  value  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
\<ii  left  Urge  districts  of  couDtrj  a]moat  entirety 
nttbout  anj  circulating  mcdiam.  In  view  of  the 
Ciet  (hut,  in  1630,  the  whole  bank-note  circulatioa 
liihio  ihe  0iiiied  States  amounted  to  but  |al,S£3,- 
iUS,  according  to  the  Treaeury  statemeots,  end 
Jiat  an  addition  baa  been  made  Uieretoof  the  euor- 
nau9  sum  of  (88,000,000  In  seven  yeara,  (the  cir- 
:ubtion  on  tbe  Ut  January,  1837,  being  stated  at 


cere  seized  with  the  aame  specuUUve  mania  which 
irerailed  in  the  United  BUtea— aod  tbe  largo  im- 
•ortjitions  of  funds  from  abroad,  tbe  resnit  ofslock 
ales  and  loana — no  one  can  bo  surprised  at  tbe  sp- 
ttrent,  but  uaautMtautial,  stale  of  prosperity  which 
rerywbere  prevailed  over  the  land;  and  while 
ttle  uauae  of  surprise  should  be  felt  at  the  present 
rostrjtioQ  of  every  tiling,  and  the  miu  which  has 
ptiiUeo  ao  maliV  of  our  feilow-cidzens  in  the  aud- 
na  withdrawid  from  circulation  of  ao  large  an 
nouiit  of  bank  issues  dnce  1837 — exceeding,  sa 
bi'IleTed,  the  amouot  added  to  tbe  paper  carrency 
T  a  similar  period  aotecedent  to  18ST — it  ceases 
I  btt  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  *ucb  extensive 
lipn-rcck  should  buve  beeD  raitde  of  private  fo>^ 
iie-<,  or  that  difficulties  should  exist  in  meeting 
eir  i-ngagenienta  on  the  part  of  tbe  debtor  States. 
piiri  froni  which,  If  there  be  token  Into  account 
c  immense  losses  lustalaed  la  the  dishonor  of 
imeroua  baoks,  it  is  less  a  matter  of  aurprlse  that 
^Irencj  should  have  visited  many  of  our  teliow- 
izens,  than  that  so  many  should  have  escaped  the 
ghtiiig  iDfluences  of  the  times, 
in  (ho  solemn  conviction  of  these  troths,  and 
til  an  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  pressing  necesai- 
3  of  the  conntry,  I  felt  It  to  be  my  duty  to  cause 
be  submitted  to  y<"i|  at  the  commencement  of 
ur  lAtc  session,  tbe  plan  of  an  Exchequer;  the 
lole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining  which,  in 
n't/  and  viEor,  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  Repn>- 
itAtiveB  of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  taA,  tbere- 
c,  virtually  by  tbe  people  themselves.  It  was 
ipoaeil  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  dir«c- 
Q  of  ai  trcosary  board,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
uionerv,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  tbe 
-  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  executed ;  and 
t  Che  great  end  of  supplying  a  pspor  medium  of 
change,  at  ail  times  convertible  into  gold  and 
cr,  should  he  attained.  Tbe  board,  thus  consli- 
7(1,  waa  given  as  much  permanency  as  could  be 
uirced  to  It,  without  endangering  tbe  proper 
re  of  reapoiulbiiity  which  should  attach  to  all 
iltc  agenta,    In  order. to  inaon  «U  Vtm  advan- 


tages of  a  well-matared  eiperienee,  the  commis- 
aioners  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  tha  reepectiva 

Eiriods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years ;  thereby  secui^ 
g,  at  ail  timet,  in  the  mansgement  of  tha  Ex- 
chequer, the  services  of  two  men  of  eipericoce, 
and  to  place  tbem  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  it  was  provided 
that  their  removal  should  only  take  place  for  ac- 
tual incapacity  or  InfideUly  to  the  trust,  and  to  tie 
followed  by  the  President  with  an  exposition  of  the 
causes  of  such  removal,  abould  it  occur.  It  waa 
proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each 
of  tha  States,  under  the  same  reatrlctions  and  limi- 
tations of  the  power  of  removal,  which,  with  the 
central  board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  dil- 
bune  tha  public  moneys ;  and  in  order  to  fninlsb  a 
sound  paper  medium  of  exchange,  the  Exchequer 
should  retain  of  the  revenues  of  the  QovemiDent  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  (9,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set 
apart  as  retfuired  by  its  operations,  and  to  pay  Ilia 
public  creditor,  at  its  own  option,  either  in  apede, 
or  treasury  notea  of  denominations  not  less  than 
Sve,  nor  exceeding  one  hundred  doiian ;  which  notea 
should  be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue, 
and  to  be  reecivabla  at  all  times  and  everywhere  in 
payment  of  GoTemment  dues;  with  a  restraint  upon 
such  issue  of  bills,  that  the  same  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximuiH  of  (10.000.000.  In  order  to 
gnard  against  all  the  hiizanls  incident  to  fluctua- 
tions in  trtde,  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
Invcsled  with  authority  to  issue  tS,0DO,000  of 
Government  stock,  should  the  same  at  any  time  be 
regarded  as  necessary.  In  order  to  place  beyond 
hsEord  the  prompt  redemption  of  tbo  bills  which 
might  be  thrown  into  circulation  :  thus,  in  fact, 
making  the  issue  of  (19,000,000  of  exchcqner  bills 
rest  substantially  on  |lU,nO(),000 ;  and  keejdng  in 
circulaUon  never  more  than  one  and  one  half  dol- 
lar for  every  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this  it  la 
added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  re- 
ceivable In  Government  dues  but  that  the  Govern- 
ment itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ultimate  re- 
dempUon,  no  rational  doubt  can  exLit  that  the 
paper  which  the  Exchequer  would  furnish  would 
reudJy  enter  into  general  circaUtion,  and  tw  main- 
tained at  all  times  sC  or  above  pu  with  gold  and 
silrar;  thereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  the 
age,  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  people.  Id 
order  to  leimburee  the  Government  the  expanse* 
of  tha  plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  Ex- 
chequer with  the  limited  authority  to  deal  in  bilU 
of  exchange,  (unless  prohibited  by  tbe  State  in 
which  an  agency  might  be  situated,)  having  only 
thirty  days  to  run,  and  resting  on  a  fair  and  iona 
Sde  basis.  The  tegiatative  will  on  this  point  might 
be  so  plainly  announced,  as  to  avtid  all  pretext  fov 
partiality  or  fsvoritijm.  It  waa  furthermore  pro- 
posed to  invest  Ibis  Treasury  agent  with  authority 
to  receive  on  depoui,  to  a  limited  auioum,  the  specie 
funds  of  individuals,  and  to  grant  certiBualea  there- 
for, to  be  redeemed  on  presentation,  under  ^e  Idea 
(which  is  believed  to  be  well  founded)  that  such 
cerliScates  would  come  in  aid  of  the  exchequer 
bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper  drcula- 
tion.  Or.  if  in  ^ce  of  the  contemplated  dealings 
in  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should  be  authorixcd 
not  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual  depodU 
of  specie,  but  for  specie  or  its  equivalents  to  sell 
dra(t9,chargingtherefor  BSmali  bat  reasonable  pre- 
mium, I  cannot  donbi  bat  that  the  beoeSta  of  tho 
law  would  be  speedily  nuudfeated  lit  the  revive  o( 
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the  crefflt,  tnde,  and  bariDeM  of  the  whale  countr;. 
Bnt«rtAliilDg  thi*  ojnnion.  It  becomeH  mj  dntj  to 
org*  iU  tdoption  upon  Congress,  bj  rd'erence  to 
the  Btrongcxt  conBlderatioiig  of  the  public  hitereeU, 
with  lueh  alteratione  in  Its  details  as  Congress  maj 
to  iti  wisdom  see  fit  to  make. 

I  am  well  snare  that  this  propoaed  alteration  and 
■tneiidment  of  the  laws  establiahlng  the  Treasarj 
Department  has  encountered  varioas  objections; 
•nd  that,  amtine  othera,  it  has  been  proclaimed  a 
GoTBTnroent  bank  of   fearful  and   dangeroos  im- 

Sirt.  It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  It  no  extraor- 
narr  powers.  It  pnrports  to  do  no  more  than  paj 
the  debts  of  the  Government  with  the  redeemable 
paper  of  the  Government ;  In  which  respect  it  ac- 
eompilshes  preciseij  what  the  Treunrj  does  dally 
i|l  this  time — in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the 
^asurj  notes,  which,  under  law,  it  Is  anthorizcd  to 
Inue.  U  has  no  resembUDce  to  an  ordinarj  bnnli, 
as  it  famishes  no  profits  to  private  stochholden, 
and  lends  no  capital  to  individuals.  If  it  be  ob- 
jected to  as  a  Government  bank,  and  the  objec^on 
be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  rebtion 
to  the  Tressurj  be  repcsled,  and  the  capacity  of 
the  Government  to  callcct  what  Is  due  to  It,  or  pa; 
what  It  owei,  be  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  the  proposed  Ex- 
chequer, and  surelv,  if,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
puqioBe  so  easeatial,  it  afforila  a  sound  circulating 
medium  to  the  country  and  facilities  to  trade.  It 
should  be  regarded  aa  no  slight  recommendation 
of  It  to  pobTic  oonrfderatlon.  Properly  guarded 
by  the  provisions  of  law,  It  can  run  into  no  dangerous 
evil ;  nor  can  any  abuse  arise  under  It,  but  such  as 
the  Legislature  itself  will  be  answemble  for,  if  It  be 
tolerated ;  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law, 
and  la  auaceptible  at  all  times  of  modiflcatlon, 
amendment,  or  repeal,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congrcsi. 
I  know  that  It  has  been  objected  that  the  system 
would  he  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Legislature 
— by  whom  alone  it  coold  be  abused — In  the  par- 
ty conflicts  of  the  day;  that  such  abuse  would 
"manifest  itself  in  a  change  of  the  law,  which 
would  antfaorixo  an  eicessive  issue  of  paper  for 
the  purpose  of  InBatlug  prices  and  winning  popular 
favor.  To  that  It  may  be  answered,  that  Iho 
ascription  of  sueh  a  motive  to  Congress  Is  altogether 
Bratuitoui  and  inadmissible.  The  theory  of  our 
Institutions  would  lead  us  to  a  different  concludon. 
But  a  perfect  security  against  a  proceeding  so 
reckless,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the  very  nature 
of  things.  The  political  party  which  should  be  so 
blind  to  the  true  inleresis  oF  the  country  as  to 
resort  to  such  an  expedient,  would  inevitably  meet 
with  a  final  overthrow,  in  the  fact  that,  the  moment 
the  paper  ceaMd  to  be  convertible  Into  specie, 
or  otherwise  promptly  redeemed.  It  would  become 
worthless,  and  would,  In  the  end,  dishonor  the 
Qoverament,  Involve  the  people  in  ruin,  and 
meh  politioal  parly  in  hopeless  disgrace.  At  the 
aame  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  Impossi- 
bility of  furnishing  any  currency  other  than  that  of 
the  precious  metals;  for.  If  the  Government  Itself 
cannot  forego  the  tcniplation  of  eiceuivo  paper  is- 
aaes,  what  reliance  c;in  be  placed  in  corporations, 
upon  whom  the  temptations  of  individual  ag- 
grandisement would  most  Btrongly  operate?  The 
people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  Ihenaselrcs 
for  any  ii^nry  that  might  arise  from  a  course  so 
reckless,  wDce  their  agents  would  be  the  wroogdo- 
en,  and  they  the  passive  spectator*. 


There  can  be  but  three  kbida  of  pehic  aanMt; 
1st  Gold  and  silver  ;  2d.  The  paper  of  Stilt  ioHi- 
tutions;  or,  Bd.  A  representalin  of  Ibc  prrion 
metals,  provided  by  the  General  Gavenaat,  m 
under  its  anthority.  The  snh-treatary  ijmb  n- 
jeetad  the  last.  In  any  fonn ;  and,  tl  it  wu  tcfind 
that  no  reliance  conld  be  placed  on  lbs  mti  li  Il- 
eal iostitations,  for  the  purposes  D^gmn<l  arn- 
latlon,  it  necessarily  and  anavcndibly  adopMI  ipt- 
cle  as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  osn  osc.  iiA 
this  must  ever  be  the  case,  unless  ooe  of  lb«  obn 
kinds  be  used.  The  choice,  in  thepnaeatKitaEf 
public  senUment,  hes  between  sn  eidinit  ipnit 
currency  on  the  one  hand,  and  OovenuuM  iaw 
of  some  kind  on  the  other.  Thai  tliese  iamtfn- 
not  be  made  by  a  chartered  institution,  Ii  ntpfod 
to  be  conclusively  settled.  They  mutt  be  mlt 
then,  directly  by  Government  agents.  For  K^rri 
years  past,  they  have  been  thus  madeisthfn 
of  treasury  notes,  snd  have  answered  t  nhuUito- 
pose.  Their  uscftilneas  has  been  limiled  kj  lii 
being  transient  and  temporary ;  their  n>9i^  u 
bear  interest  at  given  periods,  necenaril^  am 
their  speedy  return,  and  thus  restricts  tbnr  vc^ 
of  circaladon  ;  and  being  used  only  a  the  fidwv 
mcnts  of  Government,  they  cannot  rtui  lh> 
points  where  they  are  most  rcqdred.  By  rcelff 
ing  their  use  permanent,  to  the  BiodrnK  ren 
already  mentioned,  by  offering  no  indacnni  b 
their  return,  and  by  exchauging  them  Ibr  coi  i^ 
other  values,  Ihey  will  constitute,  to  s  wrobi  «■ 
tent,  the  general  currency  so  much  nteWwsB> 
Uln  the  Internal  trade  of  the  conntrv.  iodltij' 
the  Exchequer  plan,  to  far  as  it  may  i^fu's. 
furnishing  a  currency. 

I  cannot  forego  the  occasion  to  erp  1b  <>?^ 
tance  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  in  itaaal 
point  of  view.  The  great  necessity  of  «wi=! " 
every  proper  and  becoming  expedient,  a  b*^" 
place  the  treoiury  on  a  footing  of  the  WjW* 
speotabilily,  is  entirely  obvious.  The  f*'',* 
Government  may  be  regarded  as  the  tkj  i»-J^ 
the  GorernmeDt  Itself— a  princi^e  afritdi<,is 
out  which  all  its  movements  are  Isnpii  .i^,;- 
its  operations  erabarrnsBcd.  In  tha  Iff^  '^ 
Executive  felt  itself  bound,  by  the  »«  =' 
peradve  sense  of  duly,  to  submit  to  C*"?^ 
Its  last  sesrion,  the  propriety  of  mikis;  i  ^» 
pledge  of  the  iand  fund,  as  the  bs«s  for  '^^?, 
liation  of  the  loans  authorised  to  be  coatiatw  ' 
then  thought  that  snch  an  appTicalion  of  ll«  f*-" 
domain  would,  without  donbt,  have  phre*  «'=' 
command  of  the  Government  ample  fun*  i"' 
lievc  the  treasury  from  the  tempOTuy  ''^'f, 
ments  under  which  il  labored.  AmeiKsn  ow^ 
suffered  a  conndcrablo  shock  In  Europt,  ^^  ^ 
Urge  indehledncss  ofihe Stales, and  ibe  itof"' 
inablUty  ofaome  of  them  to  meet  the  inKn^^  ■ 
their  debts.  The  utter  and  dlsislnws  P"^"-' 
oflhc  United  States  Bank  of  PennsTlnmiljJf-'- 
Iributed  largely  to  inLTeaBclheMmimMColu*-^ 
by  reo^on  of  the  loss  and  rniu  m-"'"™^ ", 
holders  of  its  stock—o  lar^*  P<i"'<""'f  ™?'^ 
foreigners,  and  many  o?  whom  "*<*  ^  ' 
norant  of  our  political  organiiation,  lod  « 
actual  re:-ponsib1lit!ea.  It  was  the  wti*"  *|t 
of  the  Executive  thai,  in  the  rfforl  lo  ok^ 
the  loan  abroad,  the  American  iiegW"'*  '^ 
bo  able  to  point  the  money-lender  W  l» '^ 
mortgaged  for  the  redemption  rf*"*!™?^ 
Interest  of  any  loan  be  migiil  contract  »»  ""■ 
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indicata  tba  Oorcrnment  from  all  aoBpicion  of 
■d  riich,  or  iDibilitj  to  meet  Ita  enguemeaU. 
^ugrcss  differed  rram  tha  Exeontlve  in  ttila  rieir 
f  the  Bul^ect.  It  became,  iteTertbelea*,  the  datj 
f  the  Eiccutive  to  ttMrt  to  every  etpetUent  !d  its 
over  to  negotiate  the  kutboriied  loan.  Alter  a 
iiliire  to  do  ao  In  tha  AmericaD  mariiet,  a  citlzoa 
f  high  chunicter  and  latent  was  B«Dt  to  Europe — 
ith  no  better  Buccesa;  aud  tbut  the  mortifjing 
vctacle  has  been  presented,  of  the  Inability  of  tliia 
oTfrnment  to  obtain  a  loan  lo  amall  as  not  \a  the 
hole  to  amount  (o  more  than  onc-fonrlh  of  lu  or- 
iatrj  aaniial  income;  ata  time  when  tba  Gareni- 
icnla  of  Europe,  although  lavolTcd  in  debt,  and 
'ith  their  lutgecta  heaiilf  burdened  irith  tax- 
tion,  readilj  obtain  loana  of  anj  amount  at  a 
reatl;  reduced  rate  of  Intereit.  It  would  be  an- 
roEluble  lo  look  farther  iuto  thii  anomaloua  stale 
f  things  1  but  1  cannot  conclude  without  adding, 
bat,  for  a  GoTcramcut  which  has  paid  off  its  debU 
r  two  wan  with  the  largest  maritime  power  of 
larape,  and  now  owing  a  debt  which  ia  aimoat  next 
)  nothing,  when  compared  with  iu  boundlen  re- 
:>urci>a — a  Goremment  the  atrongeit  in  the  world, 
ccaiive  cnianating  from  the  popufu-  will,  and  flrmlj 
lotcd  ill  the  ■flectiona  of  ■  great  and  free  people 
-and  whoH  fidelity  to  iti  cngagemcota  has  never 
ccn  queitloncd;  for  auoh  a  uoremment  to  liave 
iDciered  to  the  capltaliiia  of  other  countries  an 
pportunltf  for  a  amall  inTeatmont  of  ita  Block,  and 
el  to  have  failed,  impliea  either  the  mmt  unfouuded 
iatrust  in  it*  good  blib,  or  a  parpose,  to  obtain 
rhich  the  course  pursued  is  tha  most  fatal  which 
Quid  have  been  adopted.  It  has  now  become 
bvio^a  to  all  men  that  tbe  Ooremment  must  look 
a  its  own  meana  br  nppljing  its  wants ;  and  it  is 
onsoling  to  know  that  these  means  are  sltogcthei 
ik'qunte  br  llie  oUeot.  Tb«  Sxcbequer,  if  adopted, 
>'lll  greatly  aid  in  briugin*  ^lonlthia  rasult.  Upon 
.'lilt  I  regard  as  a  well-founded  suppoBltioo,  that 
IS  bills  would  be  readily  aoaght  fbr  by  the  poblio 
reditors,  and  that  the  inna  would.  In  a  abort  time, 
i!itoh  the  maximum  of  $16,000,000,  it  is  obvious 
hat  (10,000,i>00  would  thereby  be  added  to  the 
viilabla  meana  of  tha  treasury,  without  coi ' 
harge.     Nor  can   I  fail   to   urge  the   gt«at 


ho  solvent  State  banks,  while  it  would  force 
iquid:iiion  those  of  an  oppotite  character,  tbrougl 
ii  weekly  settlements,  would  be  highly  beneGciiil , 
nd,  with  the  advantage  of  a  sound  currency,  the 
eslomion  of  confidence  and  credit  would  Follow, 
cith  *  numerous  train  of  blesnnga.  Ky  convictions 
re  most  strong  that  these  beneSts  would  flow  f^m 
he  sdop^on  of  this  measure ;  but,  if  the 
bould  bo  adverse,  there  is  tlda  aecuiity  ii  . 
leclion  with  it — that  the  taw  creating  it  may  be 
epeiled  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature,  without 
he  slighleat  implication  of  its  good  Uth. 

1  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  consider- 
&n  the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  imposed 
m  iicneral  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  Umo 
>f  the  stuck  and  defence  of  that  city,  and  paid  by 
diD.  Without  dedgnins  any  reflection  on  '''  ~ 
{otlicial  tribunal  which  Imposed  the  fine,  the  .. 
l^ion  at  thia  day  may  be  regarded  as  not  tmjlut 
K  inexpedient.  The  voice  of  the  civil  aathdnty 
'as  hc:ird  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms,  and  obeyed 
V  tboao  who  held  the  sword — thereby  giving  addi- 
■hibI  lustre  to  a  memorable  miUtarj  aohkrement. 
7m.  XIV.— 89 


[DrcaMHtR,  1U8. 

If  the  UwB  were  offetided,  their  m^esty  was  fully 
vindicated ;  and,  although  the  penalty  incnired  and 
pidd  IB  worthy  of  little  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  can  henily  bo  doubted  Ui«t  it  would  be 
gratifying  to  the  war-warn  veteran,  now  in  retire- 
meat  and  in  the  winter  of  his  days,  to  be  relieved 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  that  Judgmenl 
placed  liim.    There  are  cases  in  which  public  func- 


t  their  o 


•gainst  theii 

ivu  law  be  violated  Irom  praiseworthy  m^ 
tlves,  or  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and 
public  necessity,  punishment  may  well  be  re- 
strained within  that  limit  which  asserts  and  main* 
tains  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  the  aul^ec- 
tlOD  of  the  miUtary  to  the  civil  power.  The  de- 
fence of  Now  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city  tWim 
the  hands  of  the  eaemy,  placed  the  name  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  among  those  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  the  age,  and  illustrated  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
history.  Now  that  the  causes  of  excitement 
existing  at  Uie  time  have  oeased  to  operate,  It  is 
believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and  whatever 
of  giatifioatiOD  tiiat  remis^on  might  osnss  the  em- 
inent man  who  incurred  and  paid  It,  woidd  be  In 
accordance  with  the  geiMnl  EseUng  and  iriabsa  of 
"  e  American  people. 

I  have  thus,  foUow-ciliieDS,  acquitted  isyself  of 
my  duty  under  the  constitntion,  by  laying  before 
yoo,  at  succinctly  as  I  have  been  able,  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to 
measures  of  much  importance  to  uie  country.  The 
Executive  will  most  lealously  unite  Its  effort*  with 
those  of  the  Legisbtive  Depuiment  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  bU  that  is  required  to  relieve  the  wants 
of  a  common  constituenoy,  or  elevate  tbe  destinies 
of  a  beloved  country. 

JOHN  TTLEB. 

Wabbubtov,  December,  1S4S. 

Ur.  KiBs  moved  that  1,GD0  copies  of  tho 
Heasoge  sod  Srccompanyiiig  docomeDts,  ftnd 
8,600  copies  withoat  Uie  documents,  in  addition  ■ 
to  the  nsnal  qaantity,  be  printed  for  tLe  nse  of 
the  Senate. 

The  question  being  put,  it  vu  oarried  in  the 


Diaih  <if  Mr.  WiOiamt. 
A  me«Mg«  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  Informing  the  Benate  of  the 
death  of  one  of  its  members,  Ur.  J.  W,  Wil- 
UAUB,  late  a  Bepresentative  from  the  State  of 
Uoryland ;  which  being  read, 
Ur.  Eksb  rose,  and  remarked  as  follows : 
I  rise,  with  feelings  of  painful  regret,  to  per- 
form the  duty  of  proposing  to  the  Senate  some 
special  notice  of  tlie  commtmioation  from  tbe 
Honse  of  Representatives  upon  the  recent  and 
sadden  death  of  the  Hon.  Jamxs  W.  Williams, 
late  a  member  of  that  body  from  the  State 
which  I  ha*e  the  honor  here,  in  part,  to  rep- 

The  firat  news  of  tbb  distresriiu;  event 
reached  me  on  my  iaaiaej  hither.  Tbe  fact 
was  then  too  oonfldently  related  to  admit  of 
doubt  OD  my  part,  and  was  Boon  confirmed  in 

.  all  its  particulars. 

I     The  deceased  waatravellbg,  on  rridaf  lasty 
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from  his  home,  to  tixo  disobftrge  of  his  higb 
daties  In  tliis  Capitol,  when  he  was  stricken 
down  by  tbs  viwtaUon  of  Providence — apo- 
plezed.  In  a  state  of  iusensibiilty,  he  was  re- 
conveTed  to  his  own  mansioD,  in  time  only  to 
draw  bis  last  breatb  in  the  bosom  of  his  afflicl^ 
cm!  fiunily. 

I  will  not  detain  yon,  Ur.  PreaidMit,  by  any 
tedions  homily  a(  mine  npon  this  striking  ex- 
ample of  the  nnoertainty  of  the  life  of  men, 
and  of  tbe  poor  assDranoe  we  have  of  its  con- 
tinnanoe,  from  day  to  day,  even  in  the  highest 
health,  amidst  the  gayest  ei^joyments  that  life 
can  sDpply,  and  with  all  the  oonora  to  which 
ambition  may  prompt  na  to  aspire.  We  are 
proudly  conscious  of  "  this  sensiole  warm  mo- 
tion "  of  our  being,  bnt  little  think  how  soon 
it  may  "become  a  kneaded  clod  I  "  We  live 
on,  heedless  of  the  contimial  recnrrenoe  of  fatal 
Incidents  like  this,  and  take  no  warning  from 
them.  We  aeem,  indeed,  to  live  to  be  ever 
verifying  the  well-known  aphorism — which  is 
daily  repeated— that  "  Man  tAintt  all  t 
tal  hut  himtl/f" 

Let  ns,  Hr.  Prerident,  take  to  heart  this 
fatal  blow  on  one  who,  like  na,  perhaija,  was  in- 
dulging the  hope  of  prolonged  life  and  nappinesa ; 
an<^  in  doing  the  formal  honors  to  his  virtues 
and  hia  memory  which  cnstom  here  demands 
of  ns,  let  U0  apply  to  ourselves  the  sad  story  of 
his  untimely  death,  in  solemn  reflection,  and 
keep  it  in  mind,  as  a  token  and  proof  that  we 
— «je,  the  wisest  and  the  best  of  ns — mnst  ere 
long  follow  him  to  "  that  bourne  from  whence 
no  traveller  returns  I  " 

It  becomes  me,  as  a  friend  of  the  deceased, 
to  say  a  few  words  in  jostioe  to  the  character' 
of  so  worthy  and  so  excellent  a  citizen 

Mr.  WiLUAitB  was  a  native  of  Uaryland, 
and  bom  in  a  section  of  it  distant  from  tnat  in 
which  he  last  and  long  redded.  He  was  edn- 
flated  with  nnusnal  care,  and  great  pains  were 
taken  to  make  liim  a  scholar — and  a  good  one ; 
and  he  rewarded,  by  an  assldnons  improvement 
of  his  advantages,  the  kindness  of  an  anxious 
parent,  who  bestowed  on  him  the  noble  boon 
of  a  well-regnlated  edncatioo. 

Thoogli  intended  for  the  profesuon  of  the 
law,  he  married  early,  and  became  an  active 
and  diatingnisbed  merchant  in  our  commennal 
emporium,  (the  monumental  city,)  hut  ulti- 
mately retired,  as  most  men  seem  inclined  to  do, 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  Tet,  with  the 
advantages  of  early  study  and  a  cultivated 
,mind,  tliid  gentleman  was  enabled  to  fulfil  w 
high  credit  the  duties  of  a  Eepresentative  . . 
the  Legislature  of  his  native  State,  and,  far 
his  anperior  intelligence  and  usefulness,  was 
for  soma  time  diatinenished  by  the  honor  of 
presiding  over  the  ddiberationa  of  ita  popular 
Drancb. 

In  the  dlaoharge  of  all  public  duties,  he  was 
able,  steady,  and  diligent  ^  and  it  is  a  proof  of 
his  elevation  in  the  general  confidence  and  re- 
spect^ that  he  waa  raised  by  the  voice  of  an 
intelligent  oommuimy  around  him  to  that  higb 


and  honorable  atation,  the  duties  of  *M  In 
was  hastening  to  discharge,  and  in  tri^bcM 

I  do  not  choose,  Hr.  Presideiit,  totdrotti 
the  particular  religious  pemuiiaD  te  wHA 
this  gentleman  belonged ;  bnt  he  Mribnd  lu 
moral  duties,  and  his  social  and  domtttieiU' 
gations,  with  fidelity,  with  kindncM,  nd  vi- 
form  courtesy;  and  all  wbo  knew  )m  il! 
bear  testimony  to  that  amisUe  demeoo 
for  which  he  was  remarkable  ia  ill  his  prinlt 
intercourse. 

If  the  deceased  had  any  peCDlisr  Mi « 
foibles  I  knew  them  not;  ana  I  tnuttbt;vn 

ly  such  as  frail  bunisnitj  is  heir  to.  It  vn 
bootless  now  to  weigh  them  in  tba  ri|id  nil 
of  justice.  Let  us  not  too  BarupskiBd;  m 
thot  ocoonnt  of  him,  which  we,  Miidra 
could  not  render  but  «n  aaUnp  wiiref : 

'  No  &nb«  tnY  hl(  nwrtti  bi  dlidiH, 
Or  dnv  hi*  ftnlltJs  bom  CMf  diad  iMt- 

Tbtn  thar.  allkft  In  tmsbUiv  kof  ramt- 
Th(  benn  of  Ul  FmIMT  *iid  Ui  Ml* 

I  will  offer  for  the  adoption  of  Sw  Estt 
and  as  a  memorial  for  our  record,  tbe  nA- 
tions  which  I  send  to  the  Chair: 

Baalvt^  That  the  Beaate  have  nccnW  a 
deep  senvbility  the  prooeedlngs  of  tin  Jbmi 
Representative*  on  the  sadden  desAoflkEc 
Jahib  W.  Wiluaxs,  a  ncnber  oT  Ihttbi^ta 
the  Stale  of  Uaryland,  and  siDccnljr  infiaKi 
the  regrets  incident  to  (hat  monrnhl  OKun 

.RuDJMii,  That,  In  testimony  of  thnrhitknit^ 
for  the  oharacler  of  the  deceased,  Ibc  — *"■ 
the  Seoate  will  wear  the  nmal  bai!g«o(s««I 
for  the  space  of  thirt J  days;  aaduihrteM- 
raooial  of  rcapect  for  the  meoMry  of  IttlnaM, 
that  tbe  Benate  forthwith  adJoniti. 

The  Senate,  accordingly,  adjounui 


BOUaS  or  BEPBXSEirrdTITB 

WBDnsDAT,  DeeembN-T. 


mexKATZ. 

TanaanAT,  DeMmber  S. 
ileetion  of  C^plaiK 
The  Benate  proceeded  to  ballot!  »*■ 
vot«s  were  received — of  wluch 

Mr.  Tuston  received  -       -      "  * 

Mr.  Bulflnch     -        -       -      ■      ' 

Blank        -       -       -       -      -     ' 

Mr.  Tnston  was  therefore  dedwri  n 

dnly  elected. 

Mr,  Bnmnf,  on  leave,  and  ip'**'^ 
notice  given,  fntrodncod  a  bill  to  r^ 
bankrupt  act ;  which  was  read,  as  fm*>- 

Whereas  the  bankrupt  act  of  IW""*' 
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ITit  On^Oiur  Halt. 


tnioiul  *nd  {moiot*!,  and  vlolatei  th«  rlghta  of  the 
Sttlu  lad  of  fadiTidiult,  and  U  loTalld  nod  void, 
ind  ought  not  to  be  penniUed  to  remun  on  the 
(Utute-book ;  therefore, 

Bt  U  tnaettd  tni  tht  Ben/iie  md  Smut  of  Rem- 
unltHvet  of  tk»  UniltJ  StatM  ef  Amtrica  tn  ^Mi- 
grtu  a$MembUd,  Thai  the  act  ptssed  on  the  19th  of 
inguit,  1811,  entitled  "  An  aet  to  tttMith  a  tmi- 
/bm  Kvtfffii  of  bankn^Cji  IkTOUffhoui  tht  United 
Slalti*  be,  tma  the  ume  herebj  K  repealed,  ex- 
cept for  the  trial  of  caies  now  pending  under  said 
act ;  which  caaea  maj  be  prosecuted  to  termination 
imder  the  following  UmitationB  and  conditions,  to 

^ril.  That  no  discharge  fVom  his  debta  shall  be 
^Dled  to  uij  bankrupt,  except  with  the  conseBt 
of  tvcMhird*  of  his  ereditora,  and  upon  the  Judical 
eertiScata  of  his  intepitr,  ai  prOTided  for  in  the 
3Eth  seetioD  of  the  banknipt  act  «f  April  i,  1800, 
which  it  as  follows ; 
*'Tbit  no  penon  beconringa  baaknpt,  wwordllw  to  tht 
■»  oTthl*  Kt.  ilull  be  untlad  U>  ■  ■ — 
-  "a  Uf  or  tha  bcDcflU  of  thi 


iteoT  ilHba 


Hlhsc 


at  to  auf  of  tha  bcncflu  of  tho  act,  nn- 

n  ahftll  eertU^.undar  thair  haiKU,  to 

Irlct  wILhlB  wbkh  inch  commMnn 

lei  fnT^  ■ 


bt  of  opialaB  tbit  tho  uli^  nrtlBoito  *ii  uDreuoublT 
d.'nieit  bj  [Jia  eommlulonen:  uul  uoleaa  t<ro-lhlrdi,lD  nom- 
Iwrwid  Id  Tiliu,  uf  tbL- etwllton  of  tho  tukniiit.  wbD  ihall 
,.  _j, . 'loflflr^dpUm,  rupKtlTalT,  ud 

,  iDd  tuClfy 

Hit  i^ba 


cbt^  nndei 
un.  almllelgn  aach  ccrtJIIsto  to  itiejod^ 
Dnavaot  to  the  illowinco  ofioertlflacofl 
luea  of  thia  a«t;  trhleh  ilgiiliig  »d  en 


Xdiiilor  lnAirnutloo.In  wrilln^.DI 


'Ik,  loHthei 

, to  ilni.  tbill  b«  Wd  be- 

K  l{i«  JadM  of  dio  dUtilct  ■itUn  which  inch  eommlHlun 
luHi.  In  ardei  for  the  allowing  tbo  earUlloato  of  dltcbvp): 


orpowarofattame]'  to 

of  uio  dir"-"-*  — ■■'■I-  - 

•  aiOdMrtUkaW  ■) 


rupt  nuke  oath  o 


■IHTmitlon,  In  wittlnfL  tb 
~'gD*ra,SDd  nnaaotof  ih 
llhlrlrindwIthoD-' 


ireuld.  agalnJ 


snan  or  Ju^' 


nu  an  allowed  to  be 
efore  the  raapaotlra  panou 
allovlif  ofauoh  certtdcileg 


StcotuUjf.  That  the  insoWent  lawi  of  the  States 
!  respected  and  left  in  force,  to  tbe  lams  degree 
lit  tbej  were  ordered  to  be  respected  hj  the  61st 
^tion  of  (he  act  of  IBOO ;  which  section  Is  In  the 
llowiDg  words: 
-That  thU  let  ihill  Dot  npaal  or  anuDl.  sr  bi  eonitnad 

repeal  or  ubdI.  the  liwi  of  inr  Stale  now  la  brw,  or 
ili:li  imj  hemfter  be  tnieled,  fir  tho  relief  of  lotolirent 
bton,  oHvpl  H  Ekr  M  Um  nme  maf  reipoat  panant  who 
E,  or  inax  hi,  elmilr  within  the  purvliw  of  tUa  aet,  and 
:iau  debta  ihill  anwunt,  la  th«  tMat  ipedOed  In  the  Hoond 
2II1111  UiGT«i(li>UMaatnitherrtninrntlDne4.  Andlfinj 
rxnn  within  the  pnnlew  of  thli  aet  ahall  ba  ImpiltonFd 
r  tba  a»D*af  thr*«  mnatha  Sir  aDjr  debt  or  auD  hit  0011- 
tct,  uoleMUMeredltotiof  inah  prttOMrihan  praeaed  to 
iiHuce  a,  commlMian  of  baiknptcr  anlnat  lilm  or  btr, 
rr<-:iblr  to  tba  prsTlalaoa  uf  thb  aet,  neB  debtor  may,  and 
ill  be.  entUltd  to  relief  nndtranjr  neblawafiir  tba  rallet 
insol  vent  debturi.  (hi*  ad  Batvlthitandiag.'' 
Thirdly.  That  the  liens  created  b;  State  laws  on 
a  propertf  of  bankrupts  be  renpected  and  ob- 
■vcd  in  the  same  full  and  absolute  maaner  in 
lich  tbef  were  ordered  to  be  respected  and  ob- 
-rc^  by  the  Mtb  section  of  the  sud  act  of  ISOO 1 
icb  section  Is  in  these  words : 


gfany  peiio 


become  banhmpL" 

Foarlfdj/.  That  a  person  subject  to  InToluotary 
bankruptcy  shall  not  hare  the  privilege  of  volun- 
tarf  bsnkruptc;  ;  but,  on  filing  a  dectaralion  of  in- 
solvency,  sfaall  be  eobject  to  be  proceeded  against 
at  the  will  of  his  erediton,  aceording  to  the  princi- 
ple! of  the  etfa  secUon  of  the  bankrupt  act  of 
Ocorge  IT.,  and  the  13th  section  of  the  Insolvent 
debtors  aet  of  the  aame  reign. 

Fifthly.  That  the  operation  of  the  act  be  proa- 
pectlve  only,  according  to  ths  first  section  of  tha 
bankmpt  aet  of  the  year  IBOO. 

Bixlilg.  Tbat  ^reemenU  on  the  part  of  Bank- 
rupts In  office  to  assign  a  part  of  their  salaries  and 
eniolnmenla  to  their  creditors,  be  binding  in  law, 
and  give  tbe  creditors  a  right  10  have  the  same  ro- 
tained  for  their  benefit. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  then 
ordered    to    be    piinted,  aad    read  &  seoond 


HOUSE  OF  IlKPRESENTATIVSfl. 

Tbcbsdat,  December  8. 
71U  Oas-ffour  £uU. 

Ur.  W.  0  JoHirsoH  rose,  pnrraant  to  notica 
given  yesterday,  to  move  that  the  one-hour 
riUa  adopted  at  the  Jaat  sessioD,  (which  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  generHl  mlea,  and 
was,  therefore,  in  force  for  tlie  preaent  BwsionJ 
be  now  rescinded. 

Mr.  J0HK8ON'  said  it  wm  not  his  inten- 
tion to  eonsntno  the  time  of  the  Hoase,  hot  he 
felt  desirons  to  ear  that  it  was  indispensable  to 
wise  legislation  that  a  reasonable  time  ebonld 
be  given  for  the  diacnsaion  of  the  qnesttons 
which  should  come  before  this  House.  It  was 
due  to  the  coantry  that  the  Representativea  of 
tho  people  ahoold  have  tha  opportaniCy  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  on  some  of  the  vest  qne»- 
tlons  tliat  wonld  arise — the  currency,  for  in- 
stance. His  object,  therefore,  was  not  to  de- 
lay but  to  expedite  the  pnblio  business.  Ha 
was  willing  that  a  particular  day  should  be 
flxed  to  terminate  debate  on  any  particular 
bill,  or  that  the  House  shoold  have  the  control 
of  it  by  the  previous  onestion.  But  he  con- 
tended that  no  Dart;  bad  been  beneflted  by 
the  adoption  of  tliis  one-hour  rule.  They  had 
been  here  during  two  sessions,  and,  since  the 
adaption  of  this  rule,  no  member  had  time  to 
express  his  vievra  Ailly  on  any  qoestion.  He 
(tir.  JouNaos)  bad  been  thereby  compelled  to 
be  a  silent  member  of  the  Itonse — [laughter] — 
and  for  one,  he  should  desire,  on  one  or  two 
subjects,  to  address  tlie  House  at  a  greater 
length  than  the  rule  in  qnestion  wonld  permit. 
He  wished  this  great  body  to  be  the  organ  of 
the  people ;  and,  as  their  Representatives,  to 
diseusa  ]>ubUo  measnres,  and  to  carry  them  out 
afler  a  full  examination;  and  hence  he  made 
this  motion.  Bat  an  it  was  not  bia  intention, 
as  he  bad  before  stated,  to  consnme  nnneces- 
sarilf  the  time  of  the  House,  he  would  now 
move  the  previoiu  qneaUon. 
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The  previoni  question  wu  Moonded;  and 
as  the  DPiAKiK  Tas  about  to  propose  the  qne*- 
tion,  "  Shall  the  vaain  qneetioo  be  now  pntf  " 

Ur.  MoKkkhah  roM  and  aud,  beliering 
Ihnt  to  be  one  of  the  bMt  rules  thix  Hoiue  ever 
adopted,  he  would  tuove  to  Ia7  the  rcsoliitjoii 
on  the  table ;  and  on  thta  motion  be  called  tor 
thereaa  and  Daya. 

Tm  yeaa  and  najs  were  ordered;  and  the 
motion  to  Isj  the  rescinding  reeolation  on  the 
table  prevwled  aa  follows : — 

Tjua.— Uenn.  Alien,  Bbcrlock  J.  Aadnwi^ 
Aycrlgg,  Btbcock,  Baker,  B«ni>Q,  B««ioa,  Btdkok, 
Birdteye,  BImxt,  Botrdmui,  Bordtn,  Botta,  Brif^i, 
BrockiTKy,  HUiod  Brawn,  JeremUh  Brown,  Bur- 
aeU,  WillUm  Butler,  Willkm  0.  Batler,  Cilbons, 
Tbomu  J.  Carapbell,  Cuej,  Chapman,  ChUdi, 
ChtttcDdeil,  John  C.  Cltik,  Jamea  Cooper,  Coweu, 
CranetoD,  Oarrelt  Davli,  Deberrj,  John  Edwards, 
FeaaendeD,  llllmore,  A.  Lawrence  Poater,  Gamble, 
Qiddingi,  Qilmir,  Go^gin,  Patrick  O.  JJoode, 
Gianfter,   Hall,  B«, 

Bouaton,   Howa  ill, 

Jamea,  Cave  Ji  Ij, 

Udei,  Abraham  id, 

SamaoB  Haaon,  iT- 

nard,  Meriwethe  fa, 

Uorrow,  Oabor  m, 

Plnmcr,  Powell,  Ramaay,  Bcnjamiu  Baodall,  Alei- 
ander  Randall,  Randolj'h,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Ride- 
way,  Rodney,  ttogen,  William  Rtmell,  Jatnea  M. 
Runell,  SaitonstHll,  Shepperd,  Bimonton,  Blade, 
Truman  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stokeley,  Stratton, 
Aleiacder  H.  H.  Blunrt,  t^ummert,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompaoo,  TiUinghaat, 
Toland,  Tomlinaon,  Trlptclt,  TruinbuU,  Underwood, 
Van  Reiuaelaer,  Warren,  Wadilngton,  Woller, 
Wertbnrak,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomai  W.WilUama, 
Vlnthrop,  Yorke,  and  Augustna  Toong — IIS. 

N'lTa. — Heaara.  Adama,  Arringlon,  Athertoo, 
Bamord,  Bowae,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown, 
Borke,  Greco  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  CaldweU, 
GifTord,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cnshing, 
Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  Eastman,  Egbert,  Everett, 
Fenla,  John  O.  Floyd,  Chariei  A.  Floyd,  Gerry, 
William  0.  Ooode,  Gordon,  Goatine,  Harris,  Haat- 
logs,  Hopkina,  Bubard,  Chariea  J.  Ineersoll,  Wil- 
Uam  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  WiUiam  Cost  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Uttlelield,  Lowell,  Robert  HcOeUan, 
McKay,  UcKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  Uarahall,  Ualhews, 
Medill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Payne,  Pcarce,  Kckens, 
Bead,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Bhett,  Riggs,  Sanford. 
Shaw,  William  Smith,  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Swenev, 
Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Watteison,  Joseph  L. 
Wiltiams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 10. 

Ur.  FiLLxoBK  moved  that  the  Eouse  then 
adjunm,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Honse 
•4}ciuii^  to  meet  again  on  Uondaj  next. 


IS  BENATE. 

HoHDti,  December  12. 
FiTui  on  Oeneral  Jachtori, 
The  Senate  met  at  13  o'clock. 
Mr.  Iahts  save  notice  that  he  would  on  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  Introdnce  certain  bills; 
among  which  was  a  bill  to  indemnifj'  General 


Andrew  Jaokaon  the  fine  tH  $1,000,  with  v^ 
imposed  mi  him  for  discharging  Iko  oicij 
dntiea,  hj  Jndge  Hall  of  Kew  Orieau 


HOUSK  or  BBPBSaENTATITtS. 

MoKDAT,  December  11 
Aholitio%  Fetitiont. 

Ifr.  FnxwoRK  rose  and  said,  at  the  llv£^ 
committees  bad  been  utpointed,  ladthniai 
short  »e«Bi<ni,  he  wonw  moTe  Hut  iLc  ?[» 
dent's  Mcaaage  be  taken  np  for  refenact. 

Hr.  Adjuib  objected ;  the  basjam  ii  vk 
being  hia  resolntion  to  rescind  the  IM  rk 
on  which,  fm  three  prerioua  days  of  the  »- 1 
the  Honse  bad  refued  to  order  the  aula  qga- 

Mr.  FnxjfORi  nrged  the  neetwitj  d  n!^ 
ring  to  the  President's  Message;  iM  oweri 
thai  the  resolotioQ  of  the  genllenu  i^s 
Hassachasetts  would  oome  np  wben  IIk  I^ 
sage  was  disposed  oC 

Mr.  Adams  persisted  in  his  objeetioi 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johxsos  said,  if  tit  le-:^:- 
tion  of  the  gentlemaD  from  MsssadnnL'o 
thus  to  obstmct  the  public  boanes^  it  >«c 
move  it  be  laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cats  Johsson  called  for  tbeneei 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  rsilt^I  ii '> 

Tus.— Heans.  Landaff  W.  Andre*!,  irKm 
Atherton,  Barton,  Beeeon,  Bidkck,  Bbd^ 
Boyd,  MilloQ  Brown,  Charles  Brovii,  Brb  '• 
liatn  Batler,  WiUiam  O.  Batler,  Greta  V.iAn 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Cuepbd.  1^^ 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Csnibi!.^ 
Casey,  Clifford,  Cliatoo,  Hark  A.  CgofA "« 
Daniel,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Ea«t***^ 
Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomaaa.  W« 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Ooggin.  WOliain  0.  Gm^BM 
Hastings,  Hays,  Holmea,  Hopkins,  Hosct  finf* 
Ilubard.  Charles  J.  Irgcrsoll,  Jack,  Wifca  '* 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  JoMll"'^ 
Jones,  Keim.  Abraham  McClFlIan.  McKr.W^ 
Mirchand,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Miltf".  '''' 
Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  ,V(»W '•* 
ley,  Payne,  Pesrce.  Pickens,  Humer,  ?iift.T^' 
Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Heynoldi,RimPjr- 
Saundora,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  WilliaiB  Snilli,  ^'"^ 


Boilers,  Sprigg.  Sieenrod,  8 , — 

Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Jacob  WW»; 
Triplett,  Tumey,  Tan  Buren,  Ward,  fftin*"*; 
inglon,  WBlter9on,Weller,Wertbroot.ClinW« 
L.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wht,  im** 
—109.  ,^  , .. 

Kats.— MesMs.  Adams,  Allen.  Bn^J  ". 
draws,  Arnold,  Avcrlgg,  Babcouk,  Baktf.  B^ 
KrdBeye,BWr,  Boardaun,  Bcrf«B.  B««-f|* 
ler,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Brtmsoa,  Jertsi^  *^ 
Branell,  Calbonn,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  C^^*: 
K.  CUrk,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cra«K«j^^ 
Cuahing,  Garrett  Da*is,  R.  D.  DarK  WP^ 
Edwards,  Egbert,  Ererett,  PertH  f^"*^ 
more,  John  G.  Floyd,  A,  LswreMS  fW».  "^ 
Giddmgs,  Patrick  O.  Goode,  Gorfos,  G«^f?  i 
Halated,  Henry,  Howard,  HDd»B,fl«rtJ*r:  | 
lugersoU,  James  Irrio,  W-  W.  Innt,  J"«  *^ 
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*.  Eenii«d7,  Andrew  Ee&ned;,  Line,  LIdd,  IJttI«- 
«ld,  LowtU,  Bob«Tt  HcClelUn,  HcKennaa,  Ho- 
[eon,  Alfrad  UanbaJl,  SuMon  Huon,  Hathiot, 
UtMcki,  Haiwell,  Hajnud,  Morgui,  Horris,  Hor- 
<»<r,  Oaborne,  Piroenier,  Patiidge,  Penijlvtaii, 
lunM7,  Bai^uniD  BsodaU,  Read,  RldgwaT,  Kod- 
CT,  BoowtsEl,  WillUm  Busull,  Jimea  M.  ItuBsell, 
tJtonstall,  SUde,  Tnmui  Smith,  Sutit.v,  Stokelej, 
Irattoo,  Akimnder  H.  H.  Staart,  Sicbard  W. 
iKHDiMon,  nUinghaK,  ToIaDd,  Tomlinion,  Trnm- 
nll,  V.g  ReuwriMT,  Wallace,  Jooeph  L.  Whiw, 
rinthrap,  Torke,  and  John  Toimg — 102. 
The  reiolotioii  vss,  thereforo,  had  on  the 
tbUu 

IS  BSMATX. 

TniSDAT,  December  18. 
Board  qf  SxeAegver. 

Kr.  Tauvumis,  agreeably  to  notice,  &nd  on 
uve,  introdoced  a  bUl  amendAtory  of  the 
everal  acts  eatabUihtne  the  Treasury  Depart- 
lent;  which  vm  read  twio^  and  cvdervd  to 
e  priated;  and 

On  the  forther  motion  of  Ur.  T.,  who  Mid 
he  bill  TSn  predeelr  of  the  same  character  aa 
bat  introdnced  by  him  at  the  la«t  kssIod,  it 
raa  postponed  till  Tuesday  two  weeki,  and 
ude  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

nO0SS  07  BSPKSaxHTATITSa. 

Tc^raiT,  December  13. 
Stpeal  <if  tie  Baittrvpt  Laie, 

Ur.  Evunt  asked  leave,  pursuant  to 
lotlce,  to  introdnoe  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
■npt  law;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  pot  on  its 
«cond  reading,  and  printed.  [Objections  were 
aade  from  all  parts  of  the  House.]  He  would 
nove,  then,  the  snspenuon  of  the  ralea,  that 
t  might  be  reoeiyed. 

Ur.  HoPKisa  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays 
ID  the  motion  to  sospend;  and  they  were 
irdered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  137, 
lays  68. 

The  rales  were^  therefore,  Buspended  by  a 
niyority  of  two- thirds. 

Ur.  Etxbxtt  then  introduced  his  bill,  which 
vas  read  a  first  and  second  time.    It  was  as 

A  BILL  to  Bepeal  the  Banknipt  AoL 
Be  it  emuHtd  A*  llkt  StnaU  and  Haim  of  JUprt- 
nHtatirti  of  Ilka  Umitsd  Blain  a/JsuWca  in  Con- 
tnu  mnmMti,  Kiat  aa  act  en^tlad  "  Ad  act  to 
Htabliah  a  aniEDnn  ajiteni  of  bankraptcy  throogfa- 
)ut  the  Coiled  Slate*,"  approved  on  the  Dinstaenth 
lay  of  Angost,  cighleen  hundred  and  fartj-one, 
M,  and  the  aaina  harebj  ia,  repealed ;  Promdtd, 
That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  case  or  proceedins 
a  bankruptcy  oommenced  berora  the  fifth  di 

Deceoiber,  elgbteeu  hundred  and  Ibrty-two ;  oi , 

palot,  ptoalttes,  or  foifnturts,  Inourred  under  luch 


IK  BBHATB. 

WxDSXSDAT,  December  14. 
Fine  on  General  Jaekion. 

Mr.  Lhtk,  on  teav«,  introdnc«d  a  bill  to  in- 
demnify Ufijor-QenerBl  Andrew  Jackeon  for 
damages  sastained  in  the  discharge  of  offit^ 
dnty ;  which  was  read  twice. 

Ur.  L.  sidd  the  bill  was  very  short;  and, 
taking  ezample  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  (Hr.  Wbioht,)  he  wontd  not  move  to 
refer  it  to  any  oommitteeL  It  was  fuily  dis- 
cnssed  at  the  Inst  aeasion ;  and  its  provinona 
bein^  Bim[^  were,  no  donbt,  nnderstood  on 
all  Hides.  Be  would,  therefore,  move  that 
the  bill  be  postponed  till  this  day  week,  and 
made  tlie  order  for  that  day.    The  motion  waa 

Repeal  of  Qi»  Sa/nkrapi  Lav. 

The  orders  of  the  day  bronght  np  Ur. 
BEinoH'a  bill  for  the  rqwal  of  uio  bankrupt 
act. 

The  Ohaix  annonnoed  that  it  waa  on  ita 
seooud  reading,  and  would  Im  conudered  as  ia 
Oommiltee  of  tho  Whole ;  the  qnestion  pending 
being  on  the  amendment  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Nortli  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Gbihav.} 

Ur.  BBBmN  observed  that,  if  the  bill  waa 
still  sat^feot  to  anoh  a  motion,  he  would  move 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary, 

The  Cbaib  stated  that  the  motion  would  be 

Ur.  Bbbriui  observed  that  he  believed  it 
was  considered  ozpedient.  In  obedienoe  to 
public  opinion,  to  oriog  forward  the  repeal 
of  the  law  at  the  commenoetnent  of  this  tession 
of  Congress, 

The  law,  aa  it  now  exisb^  applies  to  casea 
both  of  voluntary  and  involuntary  baak- 
ruptoy.  It  was  proposed  to  repeal  this  law, 
on  the  ground  that  public  opinion  was  agunst 
it;  but,  in  his  (Ur.  B.'s)  opinion,  the  public 
sentiment  was  directed  rather  sgalnBt  that 
portion  of  the  law  which  relates  to  volun- 
tary bankruptcy,  than  ogunst  the  law  itseliL 
With  a  view,  then,  to  asoertmn,  by  examina- 
tion, whether  such  a  bill  may  not  be  presented 
to  the  conuderation  of  the  Senate  as  would 
steer  dear  of  the  ol^ections  which  may  ^ipl^ 
to  the  existing  law,  it  seemed  dedrable  that  it 
shonld  be  referred  to  a  committee  for  inquiry. 
And  he  was  strengthened  in  this  conviction  by 
tiie  fact,  that  amraig  the  nnmeroos  petitions 
which  hod  been  presentud  to  Oongress  at  a 
former  session,  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  by  far  the  greater  portion  sought, 
not  ita  repeal,  but  a  modification  of  it,  by 
excluding  the  provisions  which  relate  to  volun- 
tary baulcruptfij,  and  by  modifying  the  terms 
upon  whicii  certificates  of  bonkrnptoy  should 
be  granted.  It  seemed  to  him  that  public 
opinion,  so  far  as  it  had  been  asoerttdoed  by 
the  representations  made  to  Congress,  was 
not  at  all  adverse  to  the  existenoe  erf  a  system 
ofmeroantilebookniptc;;  and  wttlk  a  view  of 
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•BoerUiiiiDK  whether  a  bill  in  each  a  form 
night  not  M  Bubstitated  for  the  pi'eaeiit  law, 
he  thongbt  it  woa  desirable  that  it  should  be 
referred.  Bat  it  was  parti cnlarlj  desirable  in 
mother  and  a  Keoeral  view;  iDasmnoh  as  it 
voald  protect  the  lenalatton  of  the  Uoited 
States  OongreBsfhjm  tbeimpntationof  inatabil- 
itj,  and  iuanre  that  respect  which  onght  to  be 
•Dtertaiued  towards  all  legialadon.  Besides, 
It  seemed  to  him  improper  to  proceed  in  tbe 
eoDSideratioa  of  the  Diatl«r  with  sach  rapid- 
ity, predudine  the  possibilit}'  of  giving 
tt  that  due  aeliberation  which  it  required. 
Thej  should  net  harrj  their  inTestigations 
upon  this  eottfeot,  withont  making  those  pre- 
liminar;  f  aqniries  whioh  they  were  ia  the  habit 
t^  making  iik  regard  to  ever;  ordinary  snbjeot. 
These  were  the  cansiderationa  which  induced 
liim  to  propose  that  tbe  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jndiciarj. 

Ur.  BsKTON  olyeoted,  in  the  most  strenooos 
terms,  to  the  reference  proposed  hj  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia.  To  refer  the  bill  to  that 
committee,  woald  be  tantamonot  to  its  total 
T^eotion.  He  would  tell  the  Benate  plainly, 
that,  if  the  reference  was  made,  he  wonld  oon- 
nder  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  baakmpt 
act  at  oDOe  rejected.  What  wootd  it  be,  bat 
InvltiDB  a  committee  hostile  to  tlie  purpose  of 
the  bill,  to  go  into  the  question  of  a  uaiTenal 
bankrupt  system,  or  exerciM  its  in^nni^  to 
build  Dp  a  system  like  that  of  tbe  Bntish  bank- 
ruptsjstemf  and  that  is  not  a  work  that  can  be 
nerfi>rmed  tlds  sesuon,  if  it  ever  can  be  per- 
ftrmed  •uocesafnllr.  The  committee  was 
trnderthe  delusion  of  the  false  doctrine  which 
Indnoed  tiie  nriginal  measure :  that  delnsion 
was,  that  insolvency  and  bankruptcy  are  one 
and  the  same  thing.  This  fallacy  has  ever 
been  mdntuned  by  the  Judiciary  in  the  appli~ 
oaUon  of  the  law  which  cannot  be  adminis- 
tered without  gross  error.  A  question  cannot 
arise  between  two  neighbors  about  a  doeeu  of 
eggs,  without  being  liable  to  be  taken  from  the 
OQBIody  of  the  laws  of  tbe  States  and  brought 
up  to  the  Federal  courts.  And  now,  when 
this  doctrine  that  insolvenoy  and  bankruptcy 
are  the  aarae,  if  a  continuance  of  the  law  is  to 
be  contrived,  it  must  be  done  in  coufbrmity 
with  such  a  fUlacy,  The  law  has  proved 
to  be  nothing  but  a  great  luaolrent  law,  for 
the  abohtion  of  debts,  for  the  benefit  of 
debtors ;  and  would  it  be  maintained  that 
a  permanent  system  ought  to  be  built  up  on 
■nob  a  foundation  as  that)  No,  he  eould  tell 
the  Senate  they  could  not  go  into  any  snoh 
work.  He  should  rerist  the  motion  £»■  these 
reasoDs.  He  resisted  it,  also,  becanse  it  was 
contrary  to  all  parliamentary  usage  to  send  a 
bill  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  principles. 
To  Bend  it  to  SDob  a  committee  is  to  send  it 
where  it  is  foredoomed.  There  was  no  occa- 
■ioQ  for  such  a  coarse ;  tie  law  has  met  the 
oniTersal  condemnation  of  the  country.  The 
present  bill  was  a  bill  for  its  repeal,  with  pro- 
i>idoos  for  brii^Dg  the  iwnauiing  oases  within 


constitutional  limits.  With  this  new  b«  bid 
taken  the  36th  aeotionof  theoldbiiibiipitttiif 
1800,  which  required  the  consent  rftwMUrii 
of  the  creditora  to  the  extinctiou  of  tbt  laik- 
mpt'a  debta.  Tbe  wbde  of  tbe  ere^Un  at 
treated  as  a  partnership  for  tbe  purpoH  dtia- 
ing  their  debts — all  having  an  laUnst,  la 
(riving  a  lai^  majority  a  densin  v«c«  b 
the  adjQstmenL    The  old  bankrupt  act  raia 


law  undertakes  to  expunge  the  imolvait  Un 
of  States.  The  old  law  was  confined  u 
traders  \  hut  this  extends  to  every  «u  ib 
wanta  to  get  rid  of  his  debts.  The  oU  ht  of 
1600  not  only  respected  the  ioeolrat  kvi  i 
the  States,  bntthe  lien  laws  ufth»&tda;llD! 
presumes  to  ahrogate  both.  IntbepariuK 
of  this  repeal  bill,  the  necessair  olaua  d^ 
old  law  are  to  be  hioorporated.  In  idttioi  u 
the  remaining  cases  of  bankraptcj.  lU 
must  be  dune  to  bring  them  within  tk  }it 
of  the  constJtuti<»i.  One  good  effect  will  k 
that^  although  wo  may  not  tell  tbe  jndg*  ^ 
have  been  guilty  of  gross  enor,  we  cw  <i^ 
tbem  that  they  have  acted  nnconstilntiocnij 
la  England,  a  bankrupt  must  have  bit  certit- 
cate  signed  by  two-thirds  of  his  cndiW  ' 
he  is  treated  as  an  nnoertified  hsukinpl.  ^ 
he  would  tell  the  Senate  that  hen,  nor.tn; 
person  who  has  been  discharged  onto  iktK 
of  last  sesBiDu  ia  ou  nnoertified  hsnbip: » 
his  olum  to  be  discharged  fhxn  lisliliij  u,^ 
debts  shonld  be  disreg^ded  in  anyowtKiffl; 
np  to  the  coDstitntioo.  If  he  {Mr.  B.|  "H 
a  judge  of  a  court,  he  would  treat  ti%tem 
any  certificate  under  the  present  Is'i'"'^ 
forward  as  a  plea  against  the  cUn  d  kx 
He  would  aak  for  a  certificate  signed  IjW- 
thbds  of  the  creditors ;  and  if  thst  mM  &> 
be  prodaced.  he  wonld  disregud  Uw  i" 
altogether.  lie  would  a^  was  Uw  8eaa 
now  to  elongate  this  iniquitous  sett  ud  i-^ 
was,  for  what  length  of  timer  He  moHI"- 
them  how  long  it  would  admit  of  vssam 
eases  being  continued :  jnst  as  long  i^  <* 
assets  woiud  hold  ont  to  pay  tbs  officoi ., 
the  courts  and  the  commissioners. 

Some  months  ago,  he  read  in  aI1iihw[U 
paper  a  notice  to  creditors  to  ccm*  f«^'' 
for  a  dividend  of  half  a  cent  in  the  doIlK« ' 
case  of  bankruptcy  pendii^,  nader  tlwoWin 
of  1800,  since  the  year  1801.  And, Vf** 
four  days  ago,  he  read  a  notice  in  "  "" 
paper,  calling  on  creditora  to  c 


aUi^ 


Saper,  caiimg  on  creunom  w  v»mf"  —  ■", 
ividMid  of  five-dxths  of  a  penny  hi  tl*  p«^ 
in  a  case  of  bankniptoy  pendh«MiK*>w{t 
1788.  Here  has  been  a  eaaa  «»«*^'^ 
of  property  has  be«i  pAag  on  fcr  finj  J»| 
in  England,  and  another  case  wbcfe  It  w«* 
going  on  in  this  ooontry  (6rh-o«  «  "^ 
two  years.  He  had  been  hmwif  tw«tr-|W 
years  in  the  Senate,  and  daring  "»  ""y 
various  efforts  were  made  to  reriT*  tM  » 
law  of  1800  in  scmie  shape  or  other;  WJ^f- 
till  last  eeesion,  to  the  shape  w  *"*  *" 
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tnteat  taw  poned.  And  faow  conld  this  lav 
be  sipMled  to  atand,  when  eTsn  the  Uw  of 
1800  (vhieh  wm  ta  rMlity  a  bankraiit  law) 
eonld  not  itand ;  bat  vm,  in  the  first  year  of 
itaaiwratk«,0ODdMniiedb7the  wholecoantrf  t 
With  regvd  to  Um  motloii  of  the  Senator  from 
North  CaroliDa  (Ur.  Okahah)  to  amend  the 
bill,  be  should  aaj  that  it  fhirly  brought  up  the 
question  properlj'  *t  iame.  It  bronght  np  tbe 
qnestdon  of  repeal;  and  that  being  decided,  it 
next  presented  the  question  of  how  the  pend- 
iig  cnea  are  ta  be  treated.  One  propoeition 
ia  to  ^  on,  in  relation  to  these  oases,  with  the 
baokrnpt  lav  as  tf  not  repealed ;  the  other  is, 
to  make  these  remaining  cases  sobjeot  to  the 
provisions  of  a  conaCitatioaal  bankrupt  law. 
On  this  iamie,  the  qnestion  iajost  as  fairly  pre- 
sented, and  mnch  better  presented,  than  it  can 
be  bf  any  report  of  a  committee.  The  motion 
of  the  Senator  lh>m  North  Carolina  does  all 

;  that  can  be  reqnired.  It  brings  np  tbe  mun 
nlgecton  all  its  bearinga.  All  that  ia  neces- 
■arjr,  ii  to  fix  a  day  for  its  eonaideration.  I^ 
boweier,  the  motion  of  reference  was  persisted 
in,  be  aboold  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tallmidob  did  not  know  that  the  i 
qneatioQ  of  reference  was  sach  a  vital  one  as 
to  commit  those  who  ahoold  rote  for  it    Be 

.  snpposed,  from  present  indications,  that  the 
law  woald  be  repealed.  Bnt  those  who  in- 
tended  to  vote  for  tbe  repeal,  coald  asenredty 
Tote  for  the  refhrence,  without  thereby  being 
committed  agtinst  the  repeal.  The  question 
of  reference  is,  rimply,  whetbertbeSeDateshall 
proceed  in  the  matter  deliberately,  and  npon 
fan  information ;  or  precipitately,  and  without 
any  guide.  It  was,  he  oonsidered,  all-im- 
portant that  tbe  bill  now  under  diacuasion, 
sbonid  nodergo  the  examination  of  tbe 
qipropriate  committee.  The  Senator  from 
Miwouri  says  the  qnestion  ia  fairly  and  Ailly 

S-eaented  on  the  notion  of  the  Senator  tnm 
orth  Carolina.  But  there  are  many  Senatora 
wbo  think  tbe  question  should  also  embrace  a 
modification  of  Uie  law ;  and  they,  too,  wish  to 
see  that  view  prteented  from  the  proper 
source.  Let  the  bill,  then,  so  to  the  Oom- 
mitteeontheJodioiary;  and  if  the  law  is  to  be 
repealed,  there  will  be  time  enoi^;h  to  effect 
that  object.  It  seemed,  indeed,  strange  to 
htm  that  there  ahonid  be  any  ol^ection  to  let- 
ting the  bill  pass  tfarongh  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee; for  the  Senate  must  hare  the  same 
control  of  it  after  it  is  reported  back,  that  it 
bos  now.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  ot^ec- 
tton  to  eonaideriug  tbe  opinion  of  the  committee. 
Mr.  Bbukibr  and  it  was  truly  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Hlssonri,  that  the  bill  he 
proposes  and  the  araeodmant  offered  by  tbe 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  present  two 
qneations— tiie  qtiestion  of  repe^  and  the 
i]nestion  as  to  the  terms  of  that  repeal.  Bnt, 
independently  of  these,  there  was  a  third  qnes- 
tlon.  A  portion  of  the  Senate  desired  to  nave 
it  inqnired  o^  by  a  oommittee,  whether,  in- 
stead of  an  absolute  repeal  of  the  law,  it  migiit 


not  be  so  modified  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  and  to  the  prevuling 
public  opinioii.  With  a  view  to  asoertain 
whether  such  a  modification  oonld  be  pro- 
posed,  it  was  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  refer- 
red to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  And  aurely, 
in  relation  to  a  matter  of  tiiis  important  na- 
ture— in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  a  power 
which  could  alone  be  exercised  by  the  General 
Government — notw  i  Cbstand  i  itg  gentlemen  might 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  bill,  even  wben 
BO  modified,  woold  not  be  acceptable  to  them, 
yet  it  WM  bnt  one  of  the  ordinanr  courtesies 
of  legislation  to  allow  genUemen  who  may  take 
a  different  view,  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
their  views  for  the  consideration  of  that  body. 
He  (Mr.  BEnsixN)  denied,  therefore,  that  the 
reference  of  the  bill  to  the  committee  would 
at  all  influence  the  vital  qnestion  of  repeal  or 
no  repeal.  The  only  effect  of  the  reference 
would  be,  to  give  those  who  were  in  favor  of 
a  modification  of  tbe  law  an  opportunity  of 

Cwnting  their  views  in  a  deliberate  form, 
would  not,  however,  ot^ect  to  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  taken. 

Ur.  Behtoh  sud  if  tliere  was  any  Senator 
present  who  would  say  that  tiie  vote  he  should 
give  for  reference  would  not  commit  hhn,  ha 
(Mr.  B.)  was  willing  to  vrithdraw  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CsrmtmiEiT  said  he  was  disposed  to 
fp-atify  the  gentleman  by  the  reference,  al- 
Uiongh  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law, 

Mr.  Mkbbioe  tali  he  should  vote  for  tbe 
reference,  without  feeling  himself  committed 
at  all,  with  respect  to  the  vote  be  ahould  etve 
on  the  question  of  repeal.  He  intended  to 
vote  for  tbe  repeal  in  some  form. 

Mr.  BEmoH  said  he  woidd,  thai,  withdraw 
bia  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referrina 
the  blU  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judidoty,  ana 
decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  IT,  noes  IS; 
and  it  was  accordingly  so  reflsmd. 


HOUSE  OT  BXPHISBITTATITSa. 

■Wbdkksijjt,  December  14, 

suction  of  Chaplain 

Mr.  Bbioos  moved  that  the  Honse  proceed 

to  the  election  of  its  Chaplain ;  which  was 

agreed  to. 

The  nominations  having  all  been  made^ 
Measm.  Bowbb,  HnniT,  and  J^ua  Coopbi, 
were  appointed  tellers  to  receive  tbe  votes. 

A  vote  was  then  taken,  the  result  of  which 
Ur.  Bowkb  announced  to  be — 

Whole  number  of  votes  -  -  19S 
Neeessary  to  a  choice  -  -  100 
Of  which— 
Mr.  Tifilany  received  -  •  IIB 
Mr.  Reese  ....  89 
Mr.Mnller        ....  39 

Mr.Maffitt       -       •       -       -  >      ID 
Mr.Bulftnch     .        -        -       .  1 
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Mr,  TiBOBj  haTiog  leoelTed  a  mnjoritj  of 
«U  the  TOtea  ^veij,  he  vbb  deolu^  dul; 
«l«oted  to  the  ehaplaiiic;r  of  the  Eonse  of 
BepresentatlTes  for  the  piewnt  eeulon. 


terBSHATK. 
Thiibsdat,  December  15, 
Tht  QuinlvpU  Treaty. 

Mr.  BxNTOEi  Bsbmitted  the  following  resdQ- 
tl<«i ;  whidi  liea  oae  d^,  under  the  lute,  viz : 

lUtttitd,  That  the  Preddmit  be  reqnerted  to  iii> 
fitna  dke  Senate  whether  the  ijnhitapla  tteatr,  for 
the  nppnirioo  of  tbe  ■Uve'-frade,  hw  been  eon- 
■tonlcMed  to  tbe  OoTemeraiit  of  tbe  United  Steles 
iBanjlbrm  vbateverT  And  if  m,  by  whom  r  for 
what  parpoeat  and  what  aoairer  may  have  been 
tetunted  to  inch  communication  f  Also,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  all  the  Infonnation  which 
mw  haxe  been  recelTCd  by  the  Goreniment  of  the 
United  Stales,  going  to  show  that  tba  "  conrae 
which  this  Oovemment  might  take  in  rclstion  to 
•aid  treaty  bee  excited  no  taijl  degree  of  attention 
and  disonerion  in  Enrope."  Also,  to  inform  ttie 
Senate  how  far  tbe  "warm  animadreraioiia,''  and 
the  "  gnat  pcJIdcal  excitement,"  whleb  thia  treaty 
has  eaoMd  in  Europe,  hare  any  appUoation  or  ref- 
ennee  to  these  anited  States.  Also,  to  inform 
the  Senate  what  danger  Uiere  was  of  bavleg  tbe 
")awaandtheobligatiDas''of  the  United  States,  in 
Mlation  to  the  snpprairion  of  tbe  slave-trade,  "  ei- 
ecnted  by  others,"  if  we  did  not  "  remove  theic 
ineteit  and  Bioti*e  for  violating  our  Bag,  and  eie- 
onting  our  laws,"  by  entering  Juto  tbe  atipulatloQB 
for  the  African  aqnadron,  and  the  remDualratlng 
eenteneea,  which  are  contained  In  the  eighth  and 
idnth  artlclei  of  the  late  Britiah  treaty. 

UoRDAT,  Deoember  19. 
JkaA  nf  Q»e  Sim,  Jfr.  SabtrAam. 

A  meamge  was  reodved  from  the  Hoase 
of  RepnseDtetivea,  anDonncineto  tbe  Senate 
the  dealt  of  the  Eon.  RicBa&DW.  EaBSBSHait, 
lite  BepreeentatiTe  &om  the  Btate  of  George, 
and  the  puMge  of  certun  resolutions ;  which 
mtiHOT  Wng  resd, 

Vr.  UKKBnv  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
u  fidlowe : 

llr.  President:  In  oShring  the  reeolntjona 
which  it  is  my  doty  to  nbmit  to  tite  Senate  on 
this  oocasiDn,  the  iuag«  of  fbia  Ohsmber  re- 
quires that  I  uionld  accompany  tbem  with  some 
notice,  however  briel^  of  the  oharaoter  of  the 
deceased — with  some  reference,  however  tran- 
ricDt,  to  the  event  which  oils  for  this  expres- 
^a  of  onr  sympathy. 

It  wonld  be  to  me,  ^r,  a  grateftd,  tboagh  a 
melancholy  offloe,  to  pronounce  the  eulogy  of 
my  dfflHuted  ftiend  and  associate — to  dwell 
with  cherished  reoolleotion  on  his  pnblio  rir- 
tnee — aa  hb  prirate  worth — above  ad,  on  that 
beneTdence  of  Ibding,  which  was  so  beatitifiilly 
exhibited  in  all  his  interconrse  with  his  fellow- 
men.  It  wonld  l>o  my  privilege  to  speak  of 
Um  thns,  sir;  fiir  it  hu  been  my  good  fifftnne 


to  have  been  asaooiated  with  him  bm  lib  w- 
lier  yeaiB,  in  retations  of  kindneM  isi  nil;, 
which  experimoed  no  solitaiy  iottnnte  |g 
the  olose  of  his  life ;  wbUe,  ia  nntoilj  ite- 
bhing  these  ftodlnge,  we  only  lewAmd  Ai 
obun  wluob  nnited  ear  fUbai*  b  Dkeftita^ 
bonda.  The  ocoadon  is,  liowever,  polup^ii- 
appropriate  to  the  exprtaion  of  mm  piitt 
feelinga— and  I  fbrbear. 
Ifr.  HABueRAK  waa  a  native  of  Gttcfk 


on  the  p^ea  of  her  prorineia]  anai^  It  k 
bera  dlstlDgniabed  in  each  sneeesrive  mM  i 
her  hbtory,  and,  nnsollled  by  a  apot,  wulioth 
re^stered  on  the  stone  which  e0T«i  Iman  » 
mains.    InGeoifia,  air,  tbatBsmaiatkip»' 


vannah — I  think  in  tbe  year  ITM.  H«iitt» 
ed  his  collc^ate  education  at  Kenan  BiLi 
New  Jersey ;  received  the  honor*  tf  lliit  ia^ 
tution  in  180S;  and,  retnming  to  lug  u6n 
8tete,  efter  tbe  omial  course  of  pn^ukr 
stndy,  was  csUed  to  the  bar.  Ha  wh  d; 
diattognished  among  bis  profearional  anceaa 
and  wasforaeerieeof  yearstlieeoaMrii'di 
United  States  in  the  conrts  of  (hat^Mrid.  b 
retired  from  otBoe,  with  the  iR^UMiifA' 
people  of  Georgia,  when  the  dntiea  *)>A  ^ 
ImpoHed  conflicted  with  hb  own  w»rf ^ 
tioe  to  a  portim  of  hb  fellow-diiuai  w 
«erved  with  repatation  in  the  mmSmit;^ 
the  (dty  of  Savannah,  and  in  tbe  LtjiWJ* 
hb  natdve  State,  and  has  been  twin  hw" 
by  a  seat  in  the  eonnnb  of  the  Unioe.  hiK 
scarcely  he  neoesaary  to  say  to  th<Mto*te 
I  Address  myself,  that  his  dDtiee  ben  htR^ 
dischsned  with  seal  and  Ddelity,  villi  i*^ 
ty  and  inteUigenoe,  and  in  r  frank  vJ  «** 
Btory  spirit,  whicl:^  even  amid  diemffit^* 
party,  seonred  to  him  the  eetemi  and  iq«rt» 
hb  associates.  He  died  at  hi*  owb  ronoe 
in  Georgia,  on  the  Sd  tnetant  st  *  wi^ 
when,  bnt  for  the  disease  wbidi  b*d  pM* 
ed  him,  he  woidd  have  been  baateaingwii* 
withnsin  thedntieaoflegialatioD. 

Ur.  Basobbim  has  now  doaed  kit  w^ 
labors.  Hereafter,  among  tie,  he  ii'^o  "4* 
the  memory  of  liisvirtnes.  These  willhl^ 
held  in  gn^eftil  remembrance  by  tbowt*"* 
he  waa  moat  intimately  known.  Um  i*"^ 
tion  of  tiiem  will,  I  tmst,  asnisge  tie  ««* 
of  tbe  widowed  partner  of  1^  life,  w';* 
gron^  of  orphans  who  are  dnstcriog  *!«■"■ 
m  this  honr  of  anguish. 

Bnt  Mr.  Huebsbam  yet  liwa.  n»fwr= 
of  this  probaUonary  life,  as  to  hon,  i***' 
dosed  forever.    Bnt  he  has  gone,  in  w* 


mortality  of  hia  being,  to  reoder 
•■    "      ■  "'iftdge.    Itre 


his  Creator  and  hb  ji 


hope  that  bemay  find  aeoeptaroe  '■J^* 
emn  honr  through  tbe  atoning  t>l<X"^'"^ 
deemer;  and  to  inscribe  on  owownlwf"": 
monitory  leeson  which  thb  eveDt  a  aW^ 
to  impart. 
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[Dksxbsb,  1843. 


Ifr.  B.  4dowd  by  aflbring  tbe  hsobI  malo- 
tuxw  io  tefltiuM»7  of  the  raspwt  of  the  BeoUe 
for  the  mvnuwT  of  the  deceiied,  and  anthorii' 
'ag  the  wawiiig  of  cnpe ;  which  wero  read, 
lud  niuniDMnslT  adopted ;  and,  la  accordance 
with  which,  tbe  Beoete  fbrthwith  ■4}o<"^^ 


HOU8E  or  OEFRKSBNTATIVES. 

MosDAT,  Decanibor  19, 
Letith  of  the  Eon.  Mr.  Eaberiham. 

Hr.  Gaiwx,  of  Georgia,  roM,  and  addreaaed 
the  House  at  follows : 

Tbe  present  Congress,  it  is  believed,  has 
ofteiter  performed  the  painful  daty  of  aonoiiQC- 
ing  the  death  of  its  members,  than  any  wliioh 
has  preceded  it  nnder  the  Government.  Id  the 
first  week  of  our  aesuon,  we  were  called  upon 
to  pay  the  last  tribate  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  one  who  died  on  his  way  to  the  seat  of  Qot- 
emment,  to  resnme  his  daUes  an  a  member  of 
tiia  body ;  and,  K^day,  the  duty  has  devolved 
upon  me  to  communicate  to  the  Hoose  the 
monmfol  mtcUigenoe  which  has  reached  as,  of 
the  death  of  another  member  of  this  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature.  For  some  time  we 
entertained  hopes  tliat  the  rumor  of  his  death 
was  unfonndea ;  or,  at  most,  premature.  But 
it  is  at  length  redoced  to  painful  certainty  that 
BiOHABD  W.  nABBBSRUi  IS  oo  moFe.  He  has 
finished  his  coarse  on  earth ;  his  seat  to  this 
ball  is  vacant;  and  he  now  sleeps  ic  the  silent 
tomb.  His  coastitation  beiog  naturally  feeble, 
and  his  health  somewhat  Impured  when  he 
first  took  hb  seat  as  a  member  of  this  body — 
added  to  the  severity  of  the  climate,  and  his 
laborious  and  close  atteutioa  to  his  duties,  which 
was  more  than  he  was  able  to  endure — bronght 
on  a  disease,  which  has  only  terminated  In  his 
death ;  which  p^fol  event,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed, took  place  at  bis  residence  in  Habersham 
coDuty,  Georgia,  on  the  second  day  of  this 
month,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  fiiends. 
Ur.  Habibshau  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
most  honorable  and  distinenished  families  in 
Georgia.  lie  was  endowed  with  more  than 
ordinary  powers  of  mind,  which  was  enlarged 
and  onltjvated  bj  b.  liberal  edooation.  B«Dg 
thns  qualified,  he  early  engaged  in  pnbila  li&, 
and,  by  a  long  course  of  npri^t  conduct  and 
unbending  integrity,  he  aa)Ukred  a  degree  of 
can&denee  which  few  attain,  and  (what  is  still 
more  rare)  which  be  never  abused.  He  has 
occupied  stations  of  honor  and  trust,  both  under 
the  Federal  and  State  Goveroments,  the  duties 
of  which  he  discharged  to  the  fall  requisitions 
of  the  law,  and  entire  sotisraotion  of  those  with 
whom  he  had  official  transaction. 

In  1838  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  continued  in  that  oharacter  until  his 
death.  To  yon,  sir,  and  his  associates  here,  I 
need  say  nothing.  You  have  witnessed  his 
course ;  you  appreciate  his  worth  as  a  man, 
—J  1 ;.  _  .r.i __  4  member  of  this  body. 


and  Ills  usefulness  oa  a     .  ..  ,. 

And  notwithstanding  thepoUUoal  asperity  af  |  others "  if  «■  did  nocienioTe  Ibdr  pteiut  and 


the  times  daring  which  he  hsa  been  a  member 
— and  although  he  has  been  firm  and  unwaver- 
ing in  bis  political  course — yet,  I  believe,  he 
never  indulged  in  a  sentiment,  or  suffered  an 
expression  to  escape  his  lips,  at  which  even  the 
most  sensitive  political  opponent  could  Jostly 
take  eiception.  His  errors  and  infirmities,  if 
any  he  had — and  none  are  faultlees'— "  were  of 
the  head  and  not  of  the  heart."  He  was  amia- 
ble, generous,  and  forgiving  in  his  dispontion; 
his  home  was  the  centre  of  kindness  and  bospi- 
tali^;  and  his  hand  ever  open  to  the  calla  at 
eharity.  It  may  be  said  of  hUn,  and  can  with 
truth  be  Mud  of  him,  that  he  has  gone,  and  left 
not  an  enemy  behind  him.  In  nis  lamented 
death,  Georgia  has  lost  ooe  of  her  most  asaAil, 
virtuous,  aod  taleoted  citizeo»— one  of  her  moat 
distingnished,  patriotic,  and  oherisbed  sons; 
and  his  family  have  mrt^ned  a  loss  which  can- 
not be  repaired  by  time.  May  that  Being  who 
"  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  com- 
fort and  sustain  them  in  tiiis,  their  deep  afflic- 
tion ;  and  may  this  memento  of  our  mortality 
make  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  upon  odt 
bearte,  aod  cause  ns'well  to  consider  the  admt^ 
nition  addressed  to  us  in  the  word  of  truth, 
which  is  enforced  by  this  s<demn  dispeosatioa 
— "  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  snoh  an  hour  as  ye 
think  not  tbe  Son  <k  mm  oometb." 

Hr,  Q,  then  oflTered  the  usual  resolution,  viz : 
that  the  members,  as  a  mark  of  renpeot  for  tbe 
memory  of  the  deceased,  go  into  mourning,  by 
wearing  or^m  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  daya : 
which  was  adopted ;  and,  as  an  additional  mark 
of  respect  for  hia  memory. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GtMOix, 

The  House  a^ourned. 


UrSSKATK 

TuEsnAT,  December  30. 
The  J/rusan  Squadron. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bentok  some  days  ago,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
dderation : 

Raolvtd,  That  the  Preddcnt  be  reqneiled  to  in- 
form tbt  Senate  whether  tbe  qnlatuide  treaty,  fbr 
the  snppresdon  of  the  slave-trade,  bia  been  oom- 
mmiioated  to  the  OovemmeDt  of  the  Dolled  States 
in  any  form  vbatever ;  and,  if  so,  bt  wbom  t  for 
what  porpoee  1  and  what  answer  may  have  been  re- 
turned to  euch  communicaUon  f  Also,  to  communi- 
cate to  tbe  Senate  all  the  tuformation  which  may 
have  been  received  by  tbe  Government  of  the 
United  States,  going  to  show  that  the  "  coune  which 
this  Govemmeut  migbC  take  in  retalion  to  said 
treaty  has  excited  no  small  degree  of  attention  and 
disciuslon  in  Europe."  Also,  to  inrorm  the  Sennta 
how  far  the  "warm  ■nimidverdons,*  and  "the 
greRt  political  eicltemeut,"  whieh  this  treaty  has 
caused  In  Europe,  have  any  applieatlwi  or  refi^rence 
to  these  United  SlaCM.  Aluo.  to  inform  tbe  Senate 
what  danger  there  was  that "  the  laws  and  tbe  obU< 
gatloos  "  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  snp- 
presdon  of  the  slave-trade,  would  be  "  executed  by 
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motive  for  noUdng  our  flag  ud  «xecntiiig  oar 
lauB,"  b;  eoMring  lolo  tbe  •tipulctioni  Tor  the 
ATrion  squadron,  and  Ibe  TcmonstratiiigMDWOMa, 
which  are  contained  in  the  Sth  and  9lh  articleB  of 
tbe  1at«  British  treat]'.  And,  ako,  to  cammunicats 
to  the  Senate  all  the  correepon  deuce  which  may 
have  been  receired  from  our  ininistera  abroad,  har- 
log  rehiCion  to  the  foregoing  points  of  Inquirj. 

lir.  Akdhsb  said  he  believed  lie  oonld  give 
the  Senator  from  UisBOori  all  tbe  infomuttioit 
tliat  he  would  be  eaabted  to  obtdn  bj  the 
Adoption  of  tLis  reeolntion.  The  Senator  voatd 
perceive,  bj  reference  to  the  Ueaaage  of  the 
Preaident,  of  August  last,  oomronnioating  tbe 
treatj  between  tlie  United  StAtea  and  Great 
Brit&in,  that  an  anawer  to  the  first  branch  of 
hU  ioterrogalorieB  was  there  given.  The  Pres- 
ident had  there  declared  that  the  qnintiiple 
treat;  had  not  been  comnmnicatad  to  this  Qov- 
•mment  bj  anj  of  the  parties  to  that  treat;. 
It  vas  ver;  true,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  State*  had  got  Information  of  tbe  char- 
acter of  that  treatj,  as  seemed  to  be  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  varions  Govemraeats  of  Eu- 
rope 1  bat  it  bad  not  jet  been  offloiallj  oom- 
mnoicoted. 

As  to  the  otbw  matters  inquired  for  bj  tbe 
resolution,  the  aame  answer  won}d,  he  tboiubt, 
eqnallj  applj  to  them.  Tbe  Oovemment  bad 
no  other  means  of  obtaining  information,  than 
that  posseesed  bj  the  gentleman  from  Missoari 
himself.  It  was  within  tbe  knowledge  of  the 
honorable  Senator  himself,  that — in  conse- 
qnence,  perhaps,  of  the  importance  of  tbe  trea- 
ty itseU,  or,  perhaps,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  at- 
tention which  had  been  attracted  to  it  bj  Gen- 
eral Cass — it  had  become  a  subject  of  disonsuon 
and  animadversion  throaghoot  Enrope,  as  well 
OB  the  United  States. 

The  next  branch  of  loqairj  contained  in  the 
resolution,  as  he  (Hr.  Abohkb)  understood  it, 
was  in  relation  to  the  opinion  which  had  been 
expressed  bj  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
as  to  the  course  which  this  Government  ought 
to  pnnne  in  reference  to  tlie  slave-trade.  He 
(Ur.  A.)  would  at  least  presnme  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  was  iudifferent,  as 
he  himself  was,  as  to  the  opinions  entertdned  bj 
tbe  President  upon  this  subject ;  and  he  would 
therefore  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  there  could  be  anj  proprietj  or  naoes- 
■itj  for  asking  these  opinions.  He  would  ask, 
then,  inasmuch  as  there  had  been  no  official 
communication  on  the  subject  between  this  and 
any  foreign  Government,  wherefbre  should  a 
call  be  made  for  information  which  could  not 
he  rendered}  The  President  had  mcrelj  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  it  was  best  to  execute 
our  own  laws,  and  not  submit  to  the  Indignitj 
of  having  them  exeented  for  us  bj  other  na- 

The  Senator  from  Uissouri,  he  was  sure, 
would  concur  with  him,  that  as  there  were  do 
beta  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive,  which 
were  not  eqnallj  in  tbe  possession  of  tbe  Sen- 
ator himself,  there  oonld  be  no  neoes^tj  for  the 


resolation  of  inqoirj.  Be  hoped,  Umjm,  ite 
honoralde  Senator  would  be  wiDtng  tk  th 
motion  which  he  was  now  about  tow^u 
laj  the  leaolntitm  iqmo  the  taU^  ahnli  [» 
vail. 

}lr,  BasTos  replied  to  the  gnttenan  ha 
Yirginia,  (Mr.  Abohkb,)  and  nui  his  tmAa'M 
of  inqnirj  was  founded  upon  ths  Freadaiii 
Massage  of  Angoat  last^  reeoniinei>diiitlltti» 
ifioation  of  the  Briti^  treatj ;  and.  d  Ik 
points  of  inquirj  made  hj  him  wen  fooJ  a 
that  Message.  He  wonld  have  made  tkt  ol 
at  the  last  seasion,  when  tbe  treatj  wuntJM; 
but  there  was  no  time  for  it.  Thetreitiasi 
at  the  end  of  a  nine  moolbs'  Btsma,  a  lii 
midst  of  the  dog-dajs,  and  whMi  then  m  ■ 
time  for  inqniries.  Bnt  the  annot'iuiMek 
the  treatj  were  sUll  to  be  made;  sad  tlx  iiir 
roation  he  wanted,  would  be  used  vbaiii 
supplies  for  the  African  aquadno  vcn  t 
manded.  The  Message  sajs  tbe  qDJubiJt  t 
llanoe  waa  not  offioiall  j  oommnniotkd  U  'it 
Government.  This  implies  that  it  an  wc- 
ciallj  commnnioated ;  and,  if  so,  Ih*  am? 
ought  to  know  bj  whom,  and  Ux  whit  jcifw 
The  Heasoge  speaks  of  onr  ocadoet  in  wt-t 
to  that  treat  J,  asbeing  tbeaaljfcctof  1^'^ 
and  dtsoostkia  in  Europe;  and  t«lli«iifvf3 
animadversions,  and  great  pulitieal  doema 
in  relation  to  it.  Of  oonrae,  it  is  iht  (WB 
this  quintuple  treatj — the  bolj  aUie^-i^" 
giving  na  this  (Otentiw),  and  makiiigKi»»' 
Ject  of  this  discnsslon ;  who  b«stovi!ii»' 
madversion,  and  eiperience  this  gn*""^ 
ment ; — and  it  is  certainlj  ridit  that  tk)^ 
of  the  United  States  should  too*  whiiii^ 
portends;  and  howfar  theaffiunarti([i|a 
States  are  taken  into  the  keeping  (J  iW  w< 
allies.  The  Message  also  preeenti,  uu  "* 
ment  for  tbe  African  squadnHi,  ttid  <^ 
would  execute  onr  lawa  if  we  did  not ;  udnr 
onto  tbem  in  a  way  to  Tiolate  our  Bif.  B«' 
presented  as  an  argument  to  opvtS'  >> .' 
minds  of  tbe  Senate,  in  &vor  of  tie  Biifc«« 
when  it  might  be  an  argnment  tgaBAO"^ 
it  into  effect;  for  this  oountrj  was  wlW 
dragooned  into  an  alliance.  Tbe  vbo^  <** 
as  made  out  in  the  President's  HeMp  «  ^ 
gnat  last,  went  to  show  that  the  bolj  ill»^ 
taken  onr  conduct  lata  conuderaliaa;  u"^ 
Great  Britain  was  going  to  eiecate  mt  •" 
for  ns,  if  we  did  not  oxeonte  theta  wiK'f 
and  that  this  sqnadron  and  tb«ae  lenxaJw 
ambassadors  were  the  price  which  wepw^ 
appease  the  holy  allies,  and  to  eacsi*  ""^ 
from  Great  Britain.  This  was  tbe  aff' " 
the  Message ;  and  he  wished  to  kw'  ■'^"f 
there  were  tacts  to  justify  it.  Iflhereia** 
thought  it  a  case  for  r«aBtance,ooefa«*' 
sion.  ,  _,^ 

Mr.  Abohkb  desired  to  saj  a  iui|i«  v"?* 
relation  to  this  matter,  to  the  SsmWO* 
Missonri.  and  to  tbe  Senate  Be  P^^^ 
one  would  cMteod  that  it  «>iiipon«i  «"•" 
dignity  of  that  bodj  to  niske  sedl  tfr 
Executive  tur  infonnatiaD,  whta  m  """ 
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ficienttf  •dviaed  that  no  lafonnstion  oonld  be 
olitained.  And,  to  be  coDvinoed  thnt  none 
eoold  be  obtsinM,  it  wu  onlj  ueoeasary  to  re- 
fer to  the  Uessage  of  the  Fraudent  What, 
then,  was  tlie  object  of  this  reBoIattoot  Was 
ft  a  rasolntion  of  criminatiDii  ?  The  Senator 
wu  informed  that  there  had  been  no  comma- 
nication  made  to  this  Government  bj  the  par- 
ties to  the  qoiDtaple  treat;  ;  how,  tiien,  oould 
be  expect  to  obtain  the  informUioD  be  asked) 

How  could  the  Government,  by  any  pOHsIbil- 
ity,  furnish  the  evidence  demanded  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  when  they  were  told  by  the 
EiMQtive  that  he  had  had  no  negotiationa  npon 
the  subject  with  any  power  whatever!  There 
being,  uien,  no  iaformation  in  the  poBsesuon  of 
the  GoTemment  going  to  answer  the  inquiry 
contained  in  the  resolution,  he  would  anhmit  to 
tbe  honorable  Senator  whether  it  was  fit  that 
tfaey  should  send  a  criminatory  or  a  vindioUve 
resolution  to  the  President.  He  wonid  put  it 
ta  the  honorable  Senator,  if  it  was  really  iafor- 
mation U)at  he  Bonght.  The  honorable  Senator 
knew  full  well  there  was  no  inforinalion  that 
he  could  receive.  His  object,  then,  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  must  suppoM  was  merely  to  otter  a  denun- 
ciation BgwuBt  the  Executive.  This  being  his 
view  of  the  caM,  he  felt  bound  to  more  that 
the  resolntion  be  laid  npon  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Kisa  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  po!jti>one  its  consideration,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  order  it  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  Abokeb  said  ne  intended  no  diecoortety 
towards  any  honorable  Senator;  and  if  any  one 
desired  to  discuss  the  resolutioQ  further,  he 
wonld  withdraw  the  motion, 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  he  wanted  the  in- 
formation, not  fbr  crimination,  but  for  use  on 
the  discussion  of  the  Bp}>ropriation.  Sveiy 
thing  ID  relation  to  the  onsin  and  causa  of  this 
African  squadron  wonld  then  be  wanting;  for 
he,  fur  one,  meant  to  redst  tbe  appropriaUons 
for  this  African  crusade.  He  said  the  gentle- 
tnoD  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Abohbb)  was  mistaken 
ia  aapposing  ^al  he  wanted  the  opinions  of  thu 
Administration.  Not  eo.  He  had  their  opin- 
ions in  tbe  Angnst  Message;  and  he  wished  to 
w«  -wheUier  they  had  any  facts  for  tbe  opinions 
Lhey  then  delivered,  lie  wished  to  see  if  tbe 
tolj  allies  were  animadverting  upon  us,  and 
ff-hether  Great  Britain  intended  to  searcli  our 
ibips  if  we  did  not  join  her  in  the  African  alli- 
ance. This  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
\.dministration ;  and  Mr.  fi,  wished  to  tee  if 
:Ijey  had  any  fonndation  fbr  it.  Wit^  this 
■iew,  lie  called  for  all  the  information  they 
>oss^9ed,  and  especially  for  the  correspond- 
nce  of  our  ministers  abroad.  He  felt  certain 
bat  those  ministers  must  have  written  on  the 
nbject.  It  eonld  not  be  supposed  that  the 
'residrnt  had  founded  bis  communication  to 
he  Senate  on  oaflee-hoose  disautaions,  or  oo 
ewspaper  disonsdons,  or  even  on  the  debates 
f  th«  French  Chambers :  there  was  nothing  in 
U  tbat  to  alarm  as,  or  to  ahow  that  the  holy 
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allies  were  oocnpying  themselvei  with  our  af- 
furs.  The  President  must  have  had  official  coi^ 
respondence  on  the  subject,  even  if  he  had  no 
official  communication  of  the  treaty :  and  he 
wished  to  see  that  correspondence.  He  had  a 
right  to  see  it,  and  should  in^t  upon  bis  right 
Mr.  B.  then  read  the  paragraphs  from  the 
President's  Message  of  Angnst  last ;  and  arvued 
that  every  inquiry  was  bottomed  upon  the  He«- 
BBge,  and  proper  for  tbe  infomalion  of  Con- 
gress and  the  coimtry.  Mr.  3.  said  these  para- 
graphs presented  grave  matter  for  the  consid- 
eratioQ  of  Congress  and  the  country.  They 
were  gravely  presented  to  the  Senate,  to  influ- 
ence its  action  on  the  treaty ;  and,  from  the 
case  which  they  present,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  this  squadron  is  our  tribute  in  men  and 
ships  to  appease  the  holy  allies,  and  to  prevent 
Great  Bnttuu  from  searching  ns.  It  is  clear, 
from  theee  paragraphs,  that  this  five  years'  al- 
liance is  the  price  which  we  nay  for  these  fa- 
vors. Kow,  it  might  or  it  might  not  be  so.  In 
either  event,  we  have  a  right  to  know ;  and,  in 
either  event,  the  Administration  is  on  the  bom 
of  a  dilemma.  If  the  holy  allies  and  Great 
Britain  are  going  to  take  ns  in  hand  if  we  do 
not  give  them  this  squadron,  then  it  was  cow- 
ardice and  national  deeradatiou  to  give  it.  I^ 
on  the  other  hand,  the  holy  allies  have  no 
de«gns  upon  us,  and  Great  Britain  has  no  de- 
sign to  search  OB,  if  we  do  not  search  ourselves, 
then  the  Senate  has  been  trifled  with,  and  ooa- 
siderations  brought  to  bear  upon  them  which 
have  no  foundation  in  fact.  In  either  case,  we 
have  a  right  to  know  the  facts.  Has  Great 
Britain  threat«ied  us  I  Have  the  holy  allies 
taken  our  conduct  in  hand?  These  are  the 
questions  which  arise  on  the  President's  Mes- 
sage ;  and  let  us  have  them  answered.  Let  ns 
have  the  oorreapondeoce  of  onr  ministers,  if 
tliere  is  any.  Does  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
undertake  to  soy  for  the  Administration,  that 
they  have  no  such  correspondence  t  [Mr. 
Abdrbb  was  understood  to  answer  negatively.] 
Then  let  the  Administration  answer!  As  tbe 
case  now  stands,  we  have  givMi  this  squadron 
under  a  threat— under  the  threat  of  seeing 
Great  Brit^  execute  our  anti-dave-traile  lawa 
fbr  us,  if  we  do  not  execnto  them  ourselves ; 
npon  the  same  principle  that  ^e  executes  onr 
neutrality  laws  for  ns  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 
Tbe  excuse — no,  not  the  excuse  1  fur  she  doea 
not  descend  to  excuse,  but  boldly  Justilies  I — 
the  jaati6cation  for  the  attack  on  the  Caroline 
was,  that  the  United  States  did  not,  or  could 
not,  executo  its  own  laws  on  that  frontier; 
and,  therefore.  Great  Britain  was  under  the 
ueces«ity  of  executing  them  for  ns.  This  is  the 
language  with  respect  to  tbe  Canada  fhintier ; 
and,  mim  the  Mnor  of  the  Message,  we  have 
the  same  language  in  relation  to  we  coaat  of 
Africa.  By  land  and  by  water — at  home  and 
abroad— Groat  Britain  nndertakea  to  execute 
onr  laws  for  ua,  and  to  punish  our  dtizens  for 
ns  I  and,  trom  the  termination  of  the  Schlosser 
■Salr,  ud  thia  African  teibnte  lu  men  and 
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■hips,  it  seeras  that  the  preaeat  Admin  istnUioo 
admitB  bar  preUnsion  In  both  caaea.  But,  lot 
SI  we.  Let  us  have  the  foots — the  correspond- 
enoe ;  and  Jet  the  country  jndse  whether  w« 
have  rrall;  been  menseed,  or  whether  our  Ad- 
miDistratiun  have  taken  fright  at  nothing. 

Hr.  Abcbbb  awentjug  to  the  Hngg«etioii  of 
postpoDing  the  reeolation  to  Thursday,  on  mo- 
tioii  to  that  effect,  the  reeolntion  waa  postpon- 
ed to  Thnndajr  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  or  REPBBBBNTATIVBS. 

TiTXSi».T,  December  20. 
Mtttiny  and  Exeeutioni  on  Board  the  Brig 

Ur.  Gwm  asked  the  permtasion  of  the  Eonae 
to  offer  the  following  resolaUon : 

JUfolttd,  That  the  Pterident  of  the  TJoited  States 
be  requested  to  connnunicate  to  thti  Houm  what- 
ever official  iDfonaatioQ  uuj  have  been  receiTed  ■( 
tiie  Navy  DetMKmeot  ralallre  to  the  allied  deugn 
of  mutiny  ou  board  the  United  Sutea  bng  Soioers, 
under  the  command  of  Alexander  &]id«U  licSeniia 
•cd  what  Dumber  of  peraona  hare  been  eiecutet 
for  aaid  offence;  their  names  and  rank;  and  ihe 
proceeding  vhiiifa  were  had  on  board  of  aoid  Teasel 
ID  reference  thereto. 

Ur.  WisB  suggested  to  the  gentleman  frvm 
MiausrippL  that,  oa  a  court  of  inquiry  waa  to 
be  oalleo,  from  which  official  infonnaticHi  would 
be  received  in  a  very  few  weeks,  it  would  be 
better  to  postpone  his  leeolntion,  ontil  the 
court  had  l>een  held. 


°t!S 


it  be  got  from  the  Fresfdent; 

r.  G.  moved  a  suapeusion  of  the  rules  for 
the  reception  of  Iiie  resolD^oD,  to  which  ol^eO' 
tioa  bad  been  made. 
The  motion  waa  negatived. 

The  Bajtirupt  Lav. 

Ur.  EvKRzrr  moved  that  tiie  House  take  up 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  aaid  he  now  offered  thia  bill 
far  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  because  he 
conceived  It  to  be  destroying  oonfldence  be- 
tween uian  and  man ;  and  seemed  to  be  a  shel- 
ter for  those  who  were  disposed  to  live  withoat 
labor.  Ita  future  operation  he  looked  apon  as 
iqjarioDS ;  and  it  would  be  diffioolt  to  tDKra(t 
any  amendment  upon  the  present  act  which 
would  diminish  ita  evils.  He  said  he  did  not 
propose  to  commit  this  bill,  becanae  he  was  in 
&vor  of  a  total  repeal  of  the  bankmpt  law ; 
and,  therefore,  ita  committal  was  nnueceaaary. 
If,  however,  anch  a  motion  should  be  made,  he 
should  consider  it  a  teat  question  between  those 
who  desired  the  continuance,  and  those  who 
desired  tlie  repeal  of  that  law. 

Hr.  BumaRD  said :  This  motion  for  a  repeal 


State,  (Ur.  Etikkti,)  who  took  tlw  puu  % 
declare,  at  this  and  at  the  last  seanon  of  C» 
gress,  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  banknpt  ■( 
was  the  best  and  wisest  law  thM  CourtNlM 
ever  paased.  Now  it  was  to  be  repeturi  tpca 
the  motion  of  the  very  gentlnnaa  vbo  udi 
this  euloginm.  Conudering  the  aosree  ism 
which  tlutt  motion  emanated,  and  cotuidtni 
the  Bort  of  support  which  it  was  aboat  to  n- 
eeive,  it  atrutut  his  mind  as  one  irf'  th«  oul 
alarming  movements  he  had  ever  vilseariii 
the  political  world.    It  went  br  to  pron  lb 


uuatable ;  not  gaidM  and  governed,  la  it  mgbt 
to  be,  by  the  settled,  wdl-conaidertd,  vdt4- 
geated  opiolona  <A  the  people  of  the  tonmr; 
bnt  that  it  was  destined  to  be  distnibed  ^ 
every  wave  of  p<^nlar  sentjiaent— to  fuU»,  a 
short,  not  only  the  shiftingi  and  tanaen  i 
papular  sentiment,  but  popolar  error,  im  ^ 
nlar  delnNon.  That  auch  a  thing  u  pqu 
error  and  popular  delu»on  existed,  ti  *dl  ■ 
this  oountfy  aa  in  others,  he  was  not  sfrvd  « 
ashamed  to  say.  By  unsettled,  ilM^ 
popnlor  opinion,  be  nevo-  had  been-ud  m 
nefp  him  God  1 — never  would  be  gotencd. 

But  Vermoot  demanded  the  repeal  d  lb 
bankrupt  law;  and,  therefore,  it  was  t»btt» 
pealed.  Vermont  was  a  creditor  Eti»--ib 
was  In  the  hi^>py  condition  of  owing  kMj, 
and  everybody  was  indebted  to  her;  n'^ 
Le^slatnre,  at  ita  last  searion,  pasaedtiMl*' 
tion  instructing  her  Senatora,  and  iqwtiq 
her  Bepresratativea  in  Cong^etiB,  to  intan 
the  repeal  of  that  law.  He  denied  Un  n^  << 
Vermont  to  dictate  to  CongreM  npoo  ttmn^ 
fact,  or  npon  any  other.  Bhe  miglit  af» 
her  opinions,  it  waa  true;  but  the<^iuiatiki' 
governed  here  were  those  of  the  maahnif 
the  National  L^ialature,  and  notlhoMofii' 
members  of  her  State  Legislatare.  He  <»  ^ 
lerly  hostile  to  tiiia  doctrine  of  iaBtmctM!.!* 
it  come  from  what  aooroe  it  mi^t,  sieved  ■ 
not  avowed.  What  security  was  then  fidtr 
ielation,  if  the  repreaentative*  of  a  S'*'*'^ 
very  same  men — were  to  be  governed  (ccoi 
by  one  set  of  opinions,  and  another  dv^**' 
other,  just  aa  the  wave*  of  popular  »«eim« 
ebbed  and  flowed.  Vermont  (ud  not,  i^  >'*' 
ed,  like  to  see  her  debtors  escwe,  sud,  id  «» 
mon  with  almost  all  other  crediton,  cbe  Imj 
very  great  reluctance  to  eee  Ihe  deai  Wj  ■ 
debt  buried  out  of  her  uglit.  Tell,  tbii  mg 
be  a  very  natural  feeling ;  but  itwaiao^ 
one,  which  ought  not  to  be  encooiagid.  Cm' 
itora  were  not  buuarda,  to  feed  on  euiia: 
and  he  did  not  want  to  see  the  dead  tuM 
kept  above  ground  till  they  tainted  tlia  >" 
atmosphere. 

Ha  had  remarked  that  he  coaU  ■<*«><■? 
security  for  legislation  In  the  oomrtij.  w* 
party  and  party  men  were  to  be  preoladed  n» 
influencing  it  to  Bait  their  t«npor«ry  f«T<|^ 
If  they  could  not  be,  then  the  iegijUtiuii  of  w 
country  would  be  blown  aboot  by  awj  M* 
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iir  e>le.  Uiil«B8  th«  BeprcMDtfttlvea  wonld 
tbida  bf  their  own  opinioni  aft«r  bsvlDg  onoe 
prtHDidgated  tbem,  he  was  tree  h>  decUra  that 
there  could  be  no  stabUitj  in  tbe  poliof  of  tbe 
conntry. 

Bnt  hb  excellent  fKend  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Ermrr)  had  diMovared  that  the  baokrnpt 
law  had  perfbnned  its  offloe ;  that  it  had  fbl- 
fiDed  Its  oUeeta,  and,  therafora,  ought  to  l>« 
repealed.  He  fbrther  avowad,  that  It  was  bis 
opiolDB  at  the  time  the  act  was  pasaod,  that  it 
shonld  haxe  been  bmited  to  the  term  of  cme 
jw ;  that  it  ought  to  be  a  temnorarf  law. 
What  was  a  tempomrj  law!  What  was  it 
but  repndiation  in  its  most  odioos  form — repu- 
diation bj  indlTidoalB  of  their  own  debts  at 
Uietr  own  time;  a  prodamation  bj  debtors  of 
a  jubilee — not  like  that  of  tbe  Jews,  whiob, 
occurring  at  regular  and  etatad  periods,  oredi- 
toTS  as  well  as  debtors  could  prepare  tbemseWeR 
for— but  atabllM,  the  time  of  which  was  to  be 
preaeribed  hj  the  debtors  themselvea,  8nch  a 
Dankmpt  law  was  not  tbe  establishment  of  a 
rale  of  taw ;  it  was  the  establishment  of  an  ex- 
ception to  a  rule  of  law,  in  the  hoe  of  the  law 
itself.  It  was  a  law  hj  whioh  joa  open  the 
prison  ioan,  and  let  looee  thoeeeonflDed  at  the 
moment ;  tlrangh  at  the  next  daf  the  Jails  may 
be  OS  folJ  as  ever — and  of  those,  too,  who  are 
□ot  to  be  Mt  at  libertr.  Was  that  a  bankrupt 
law  in  tbe  understanding  of  the  oonstitotioii  I 
rbe  oonatitntion  sntboruod  Oongreas  to  pan 
uniform  laws  on  tbe  sabjeot  of  baokranUn' : 
)Qt  ooold  a  law  ot  a  year's  daration  be  ouled  a 
miform  law  t  It  was  not  a  law,  )>ecauBe  It  was 
lot  a  rale  of  eondnct  affecting  all  alike ;  bnt  it 
raa  m  mere  partial  arbitrary  aet  of  arbitrary 
lower,  interposing  between  the  oreditiir  and 
lis  debtor,  to  break  np  for  the  time  being  the 
elations  between  them,  and  to  take  away  the 
tower  whidi  U»  Uw  gave  the  former  oror  tbe 
itter.  In  tiiis  w^,  the  creditor,  in  his  tnm, 
light  be  rniaed  and  driven  to  bsokraptcy; 
hough,  Inconseqoenoeof  the  temporary  nature 
f  the  hiw,  he  wonld  be  preolnded  from  ita  ben- 
fita.  Hr.  B.  s^d  he  denied  tbe  power  of  Oon- 
roM  to  paaa  any  such  law.  It  had  the  power 
■>  pasa  a  permanent  and  nnifbrm  law,  and  be 
dmitc«d  tbat  tt  had  the  power  to  repeal  it; 
nt  it  hod  no  power  to  pass  a  bankropt  law 
lat  was  not  pennaneat  and  nniform.  Buch  a 
ankmpt  law  as  was  contemplated  by  the  oon- 
:itotion  wonld  have  the  tendency  to  prevent 
ui  kraptcy ;  hut  a  temporary  law,  soeb  t»  was 
>Dtemplated  by  tbe  geotlenuo  trom  Vermont, 
'oald  have  the  tendency  to  enconmge  bank- 
iptcjT,  and  to  encooTwe  extravagance  and 
leculation,  l^  tbe  hope  held  out  tbat  aproo- 
metion  cnF  fnbilee  wonld  be  made  to  free 
^btora  for  the  time  b^g  from  tbe  power  of 
leir  creditors. 

If,  then,  Uiis  ijankrupt  law  was  to  be  repesl- 
[,  let  it  be  beeaose  it  was  inexpedient;  be- 
use  anch  a  law  ought  never  to  have  been 
sacd  ;  but,  for  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  let  it  be 


ipealed  on  the  gronnd  that  it  has  aooomplished 
the  object  for  which  it  wa*  enacted. 

Mr.  B,  a^d  be  bad  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
tbat  very  much  of  the  inflnenoe  which  was 
abroad  in  tbe  oonntry,  and  was  brought  to 
on  tbe  House  at  the  time  the  bankrupt 
was  named,  waa  tbat  of  individuals,  who, 
if  they  dia  not  then  hold  the  s^itimenta  advanc- 
ed now  by  bis  friend  from  Vermont,  were  yet 
willing  to  reortve  the  benefits  of  them;  In 
other  words,  they  were  willing  that  a  tempora- 
ry law  should  be  passed  to  relieve  them  from 
their  embarrasatnents,  to  be  repealed,  or  to  ex- 
pire at  the  time  they  came  to  be  creditors.  He 
prayed  and  beaooght  gentlemen,  therefore,  if 
they  meant  to  vote  for  tbe  repeal,  to  put  tbeir 
votes  on  better  grounds  than  those  of  nis  friend 
from  Vermont.  Let  the  law  be  repealed,  if  it 
is  to  be  repealed,  because  it  is  a  bad  law ;  but 
do  not  let  it  be  repealed  because  it  was  intend- 
ed as  a  temporary  measure,  and  beeaose  it  haa 
fnlQUed  its  otfjects. 

But  why  should  the  bankrupt  law  be  repeal- 
ed ?  He  addressed  himself  to  tboM  who  had 
been  its  friends.  What  was  the  greatest  objec- 
tion to  the  measure,  in  the  mindi  of  intelligent 
men,  at  the  time  of  its  passage?  Was  it  not 
because  of  its  retrospective  operation,  violating, 
in  their  opiuions.  one  of  tbe  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  by  iinpsiriog  tbe  obligation  of  con- 
tracts! Tbat  objection  was  now  almost  re- 
moved. The  foroe  of  the  bankrupt  law  in  re- 
gard to  old  cases  was  almoct  spent ;  and  it  waa 
now  about  to  commence  its  moat  wholesome 


objection  was,  therefore,  n 


Tbe  oonstftutional  c 
longer  in  force. 

After  flome  fbrther  remarks  from  Hr.  B., 
showing  the  beneSta  derived,  and  to  be  derived, 
from  the  banfcrnpt  act,  he  concluded  by  moving 
to  commit  the  bill  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, with  lostrDcUons  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  tliat  part  of  the  law  providing  for  volun- 
tary hankrnptey,  and  to  provide  that  this  shall 
take  place  inl8  months  from  the  passage  of  tbe 
act 

Mr.  B.  s^d  the  Hoose  waa  aware  Qat,  in 
the  other  branch  of  Oongresa,  a  restriotion  had 
been  adopted  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  information  in  relation  to  this  enb 
Jacf ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would  w^ 
till  that  information  was  received,  and  not,  by 
precipitate  legislation,  run  the  risk  of  commit- 
ting an  aot  of  craelty  and  injustice. 

Hr.  O.  J.  iRoBBsoLt,  said  ha  should  like  to 
move  the  adoption  of  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee, in  case  the  bill  waa  referred  to  their 
consideration.  Ha,  tiierefiLire,  sent  to  Uie  Chair 
tbe  following  iutrnctions : 

"And  that  the  said  coin  rait  tee  be  instnietedto 
report  a  biil  eteluding  ths  votniUaiy  provtrion  from 
the  present  tuuiknipt  act,  and  Inclading  baokB." 

Hr.  Barnard  Inauired  whether  the  motion 
waa  in  order ;  to  which 
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The  Spxaxxk  replied  tn  the  afflrmatlve. 

Mr.  0.  J.  iHonaou  modified  liis  itiBtnietioiin 

hj  atriking  out  the  word  banit,  and  BobatitDt- 

,      ...         ...     ..  ..    ^ 

.  .  [plain  simply 

i8  which  Bhoold  induce  bim  to  vote 
against  the  repeal  of  this  law,  representii^,  as 
he  did,  a  great  oommavial  commnnity. 

The  pon'er  of  Cungress  to  enaot  a  bankmnt 
law  was  not  implied  merely,  bnt  was  foaod  m 
the  category  of  these  clearly  expressed  and 
enamerafed  powers  atKmt  which  there  was  no 
dtspote.  Kow,  he  held  it  to  be  the  doty  of 
Oongress  to  exercise  its  power ;  and  not  to  ex- 
ercise it,  a  positive  ne^ect  and  omission — not 
lees  than  It  wonld  be  to  omit  to  exercise  the 
power  given  to  regolate  commerce,  establish 
courts,  coin  money,  provide  for  the  common 
defence  of  the  eoantry,  and,  in  short,  anj  other 
power  ex)n««8ed  among  tiiose  ofmed  in  the 
eonstitntion.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been 
snggeeted  )yj  hla  friend  from  Vermont,  (Ur. 
EvBBiTT,)  that,  thongh  the  present  law  might 
be  repealed,  another  might  be  enacted.  Bat 
when  wonld  cnch  an  event  oooar  t  When  eonld 
it  be  expected  )  Certainly  not  until  it  shonld 
be  called  for  by  tlie  people,  to  sweep  off  the 
load  of  indebtedness  that  might  be  upon  them ; 
and  tlien  the  law  wonld  itself  be  swept  off, 
after  having  perforroed  iti  office.  Sncn  was 
the  fate  of  the  first  bankrupt  law,  and  such 
seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  destiny  of  this. 

Bnt  the  langn^e  of  the  oonstitotioD  was  re- 
markt^ily  strong;  It  wa^  not  that  "  Oongress 
shall  have  power  to  Msa,"  hot  to  "  etbiAluA  a 
nnifiirm  system  of  bankmptey,"  Wonld  amere 
passage  M  an  act  be  a  ftdUbnent  of  Uie  power 
to  establish  a  system  f  So  &r  from  it,  the  re- 
verse of  the  propoeition  would  be  tnie ;  and 
snoh  psssage  be  a  mere  temporary  remedy. 
8neh  a  oourae— the  enaotnient  of  a  bankrupt 
law  for  a  partionlar  temporary  pnrpoee — oonld 
be  Justified  on  no  principle  whatever.  He. 
therefore,  proteeted  against  the  Introdoction  of 
a  bankrupt  law  at  irregular  intervals,  and  be- 
fore the  trader  and  the  man  of  business  oonld 
be  aware  how  to  act.  Antioipating  the  results 
whioh  had  flowed  from  the  insertion  of  the  re- 
trospective principle  in  the  present  act,  he  had 
voted  for  it  with  relnctance ;  and,  had  he  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  act  was  destined  to  be  so 
soon  expnnged  from  the  Btatut«-book,  be  ehopld 
not  have  voted  fur  it  at  alL  And  tawe  he 
wonld  make  a  suggestion  to  that  gentleman, 
who  had  denonnced  the  retrospective  character 
of  the  act;  and  that  was,  that,  by  voting  for 
the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the  present  time,  they 
wonld  become  responsible  for  its  revival  here- 
after. The  only  mode  of  preveoting  the  enact- 
ment of  a  retrospective  law  was  to  establish  the 
Cpective  provision  of  the  present  law  upon  a 
basis.  True,  the  preamt  law  mi^ht  not  be 
perfect,  and  might  require  remedy  in  its  det^s. 
What  he  had  to  say  was,  let  it  be  perfected ; 
let  it  be  limited  in  its  operation  to  traders,  if 
seoeuary ;  and  even  let  a  provision  be  inserted 


oomprehending  banks,  under  eertiin  raaia- 
stances  and  liegiilBtioiia.  It  did  seoB  to  Ua 
that  the  rasponabili^  of  the  enseliimtcf  i 
retrospective  bankrupt  act  heraaCterToiildrat 
on  those  geutiemen  who  should  vote  fix  the  r» 
peal  of  the  preaent. 

There  was  one  more  view  of  th«  nlju 
which  he  would  mention.  He  nesot  tbe  no- 
strons  injustice  of  an  immediate  sad  ntmigf- 
tional  repeal  of  the  law.  It  vis  Iraavn  tbt 
mrmy  debtors,  responding,  as  had  bHU  nid.  lo 
the  first  Bonnd  of  the  tmmpet,  had  sdmnd 
and  obtained  relief,  having  &st  stripped  tka- 
selves  for  the  porpnee,  and  leaviuf  b  liilic 
matter  to  be  decided  upon  by  tb«  (tan 
aa  eHbotH  to  be  distributed  tmoag  tbe  att 
tors.  A  repeal  of  the  law  would  not  t^ 
away  tbe  benefits  these  men  had  oUbb< 
whilst  it  wonld  give  the  same  deqwiaUUn 
the  further  advantage  of  any  new  bankiupt  k> 
which  mi^t  be  enacted  heresfler.  On  fa 
other  hand,  there  were  nnmben  whose  tSn 
not  altogether  hopeleas,  left  the  prospect  of  &■ 
tribnting  something  to  their  cre^tm-aa 
whose  applications  for  the  benefit  of  tkM 
had  been  held  back,  in  the  hope  of  miUaf  a 
honorable  oompromiae ;  or  wbow  am*  W 
bem  delayed  in  the  ooorts  by  argomestt^ 
points  of  law ;  these  wonld  be  dtoplhet  d» 
prived  of  tbe  advantages  aeemedhy  sun  O' 
peditlons,  and,  perhapa,  leas  seruMilMi,^ 
ors.  In  conclnuon,  he  hoped — if  it  n  rt 
too  late  to  hope — that  tbe  House  w<i*U;»a 
before  it  rtMolved  to  wipe  ont  allegOhr  ihi 
law  now  in  fierce. 

Mr.  Patnb  remained  that  one  of  Uttm 
est  ejections  which  he  had  to  the  fmp'* 
this  act,  was  its  retrospective  chinictn,  Bt 
was  not  fully  peranaded  tliat  the  Go'"""* 
had  power  to  pass  a  law  abaolviDg  isdinw 
from  their  contracts.  He  oonld  IH*  bAmI 
to  be  legal  and  proper  for  the  GoreinMSl  > 
destroy  the  relatione  sabMstang  bctwMadtUa 
and  creditor.  Government,  as  be  thia^ 
should,  at  least,  have  permitted  the  obUpi)* 
between  tbe  creditor  and  hia  secnrilj  u  ■ 
performed. 

These  wer«  some  of  hi*  oliieetioDi  to  lbta< 
at  the  beginning ;  bnt,  with  regard  M »  F^ 
speotive  bankrupt  law,  property  «*ablid»l.^ 
did  not  then,  nor  did  he  now,  ottJecL  ABw 
jections,  howevOT,  were  dtsregsrded  hj  tl* 
who  contn^ed  Ute  acthm  of  ihW  Bo^j**! 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  to  be  ff^ 
aa  the  law  of  the  conntiy,  wsa  F*"™:,*; 
this  was  the  first  time  that  tbe  avovdkMbta 
made— as  it  had  been  made  tiiis  mcMiaM* 
oliject  of  the  bankrupt  law  wss  »™* 
private  contracts,  and  to  ton  dmo  low  » 
their  obligations.  It  was  immaterial  b««tUf 
regw^ed  It  here ;  but  the  eyee  of  sU  ibe«» 
mennal  worid  were  turned  upon  tbMo ;  w" 
Europe  it  wonld  appear  that  they  rqxWB  "• 
law,  after  it  bad  done— whsti  Bek«M" 
least  the  debtor  Horn  tbe  obllgalioB  J  b»  <« 
tracts.    It  appeared  to  him  this  pnpoaw 
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portrmred,  more  cImtIj  than  luij  thing  ebe 
eonld  do,  die  trae  o)(jeat  the  gentiem«i  vho 
■drocalsd  it  had  tn  preariDg  it  on  the  0000117. 
How,  if  be  might  be  pennitted  to  adviw  tboBe 
gentlemen  who  passed  thia  law,  he  altonld 
»j:  For  Heaven's  sake  do  not  la^iton  this 
udDsiTe  groood — that  the  object  vaa  to  re- 
leaM  the  debtor  from  the  obligadon  of  hia  ood- 
Inct,  for  whioh  be  had  reoeived  a  valoable 
eoDsideratloD. 

Uo  wonld  declare  tgeia,  that,  if  a  bankmpt 
law  were  «atab1ished,  striking  ont  the  yolnnta- 
rj  feature,  and  making  it  andi  a  Iiankmpt  law 
(s  was  contemplated  b;r  the  oonatitntion,  be 
•bonid  not  otfject  to  see  it  become  part  of  tbe 
permanent  polioy  of  onr  oonntrr.  Bnt  if  tbej 
voted  tot  tbe  bill  which  was  now  presented  to 
tbe  Honse,  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  bank- 
mpt taw,  they  wonld  commit  tbemselves  with 
rt^ard  to  the  oonstitntionalitj  of  tbe  whole 
measare.  The  proviso  was  designed  to  seonre 
to  those  who  bad  taken  tbe  first  step,  the  ben- 
efit of  the  existiDg  bankmnt  taw  np  to  tbe  6tb 
of  the  present  month ;  ana  when  this  biU  was 
iotroduoed,  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  strike  ont  that  proviso ;  bob  be  was  coo- 
Bcinns  of  the  great  difflcoltj  whiob  mnst  resolt. 
There  waa  mnoh  fbrce  in  what  had  been  said 
bf  gentlemen  on  this  sabject,  respecting  the 
indecent  baile  of  baakrapta  to  avail  tbemselvea 
of  tbe  law,  to  release  them  from  their  obliga- 
tions; whereas,  those  who  were  less  hasty,  and 
who  r^retted  tiie  neoessitj  to  avail  themselves 
of  tlie  provisions  of  the  law,  and,  therefore, 
held  back,  were  to  Iw  deprived  of  the  benefits 
<rf  the  law.  There  were  difflcnltiee,  too,  in  the 
wflj  of  their  voting  for  this  bill  to  repeal  the 
baokropt  law,  with  snoh  a  provision  aa  wonld 
Mmprofnise  them  on  tbe  eonatittitioDal  ijnes- 
tloa  which  it  involved ;  and  the  whole  oaae  af- 
forded A  HlHking  illoatration  of  tbe  evil  of  that 
hastj  le^slatlon  whioh  was  forced  on  the  conn- 
try  withont  oontideration  bj  the  operation  of 
the  gag  rale,  whioh  did  not  permit  an  «  to  be 
dotted,  or  a  t  to  be  eroseed.  Dnder  all  the  cir- 
cDmstanees,  he  did  not  know  that  be  conld  go 
for  the  repeal,  aa  tbe  bill  now  stood ;  for  he 
was  unwilling  to  commit  hunself  with  regard 
to  tlie  coDstittttional  qnestion.  ' 

The  question  recurring  on  Hr,  Ii)sntsoi.L'B 
motion  to  amend  the  motion  to  commit  with 
initmctioDR — 

Ur.  Absold  moved  to  strike  ont  that  part  of 
the  instrootioDs  relating  to  volnntaiy  bank- 
rupts, so  that  ttie  instructions  wonld  read  "  to 
report  a  bankmpt  bill  including  corporations 
not  owned  by  StatM." 

Mr.  BowMM  aud:  Every  member  on  that 
fioor  nnderatood  well  what  fiae  the  will  of  the 
whole  country,  as  welt  as  tliat  of  his  oonstiln- 
enta,  in  relation  to  thia  question.  It  bad  been 
long  before  tbe  public;  and  tbepoblio  mind, 
having  weighed  it  in  the  baloooe,  had,  as  far  as 
he  could  nnderatond  it,  declared  it  bad  been 
found  wanting.   .He  was  ready  to  act  on  it 


now,  though  be  confessed  he  would  like  to  eeo 
some  little  modification  of  tbe  bill  before  the 
House.  If  be  could  not  get  that  modification, 
he  would  vote  for  the  bill  at  it  was ;  tboogh  be 
would  not  vote  for  a  single  motion  that,  in  hia 
view,  would  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  the 
measure. 

The  only  modification  he  wanted  to  make 
was  a  proviso  that  tbe  repeal  ahidl  take  effect 
from  tne  passage  of  the  act,  so  as  to  leav« 
all  persona  who  bad  already  commenced  tbe 
preliminary  proceedings  of  bankroptoy,  under 
the  futh  of  a  law  of  Oongress,  at  lilMrty  to 
oonnimmate  them.  There  would  be  great  era- 
elty  and  iqiustice  in  catting  off  those  who  bad 
incurred  abeavy  expense  to  obtain  the  beneflti 
of  this  law,  and  who  did  so  under  the  faith  of 
an  act  of  Congress.  With  this  proviso,  he 
wonld  be  perfectiy  satisfied  to  vote  for  the  bill 
before  them :  thougli,  if  he  could  not  get  it,  he 
wonld  vote  for  the  bill  aa  it  then  6too£ 

Mr,  Orablbs  Bbown  said  he  was  not  in  so 
great  a  hurry  to  repeal  the  bankmpt  taw  as 
many  gentlemen  seemed  to  be.  He  waa  op- 
posed  to  its  passage,  and  waa  still  opposed  to  it 
aa  it  stood  upon  the  statute-book ;  and  if  it 
could  not  be  amended  aa  he  desired,  he  wonld 
vote  tor  its  repeal.  But,  before  he  voted  for 
its  repeal,  he  was  deslrooB  of  making  a  fair  and 
fnll  effort  to  have  embraced  within  its  provi- 
sions ail  the  banks  and  other  trading  oorpora- 
tions  of  the  country.  The  operation  of  the 
voluntary  provisions  of  the  law,  as  they  were 
called,  bad  been  almost  unmitigated  evil.  Bat 
it  had  done  its  worst ;  and,  if  left  in  fiill  forces 
could  do  comparatively  but  little  more  evil.  It 
bad  deranged  and  destroyed  aU  the  long-cetab* 
tished  relatione  of  debtor  and  creditor — bad  in- 
validated oontraots,  and  released  from  their 
obligations  all  tiie  large  and  princely  debtors 
It  had  afforded  an  opportomty  for  thousands  to 
be  released  from  their  debts,  who,  DthenTla& 
would  have  paid  tfaem,  and,  thereby,  enabled 
those  to  whom  they  were  indebted,  in  their 
tnrn  to  pay  their  debts.  This  last  class — the 
creditors  of  those  who  have  taken  the  iwuefit 
ofthebankropt  taw — have  been  made  bankrupts 
by  its  operation ;  and  now,  by  its  repeal,  yon 
will  leave  them  withont  remedy.  Was  thia 
Jnstt  Was  that  the  way  tbe  obligation  of  con- 
tracts ought  to  be  mt^ntaiiiedt  Uncb,  if  not 
all,,  tbe  opposition  in  the  poblio  mind  against 
the  bankrupt  law,  was  owing  to  its  volun- 
tary and  retrospective  action— its  violation  of 
past  enguementa  and  existing  contracts.  Bnt 
these  bad  already  been  cancelled  by  it ;  and 
the  repeal  of  the  law  would  not  restore  these 
obligations — wonld  not  place  tiiem  In  the  situ- 
ation they  were  before  its  passage.  Tbe  evil  it 
bad  done  oould  not,  therefore,  be  remedied.  If 
it  remtuned  in  foroe,  it  conld  now  only  affect 
contracts  made  nnder  it,  and  could  do  do  posi- 
tive wrong.  Many  had  been  made  bankrupt 
by  the  effecta  of  the  taw,  who,  otherwise^ 
wonld  have  paid  all  their  debta.    He  doubted 
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the  polic;  or  Jtirtloe  of  nuMnff  ttiese  tt>  vfctlma, 
and  then  to  deprive  them  of  it*  remedies  by 
leffislation. 

Before  its  pussage,  every  man  koen-  when  he 
iDcarred  a  ^ebt  what  were  the  penaltjes  for 
Dou-paTment.  AH  knew  what  they  had  &  ri^t 
to  eipcct  and  demand  as  creditors,  or  to  give 
or  snffer  as  debtors ;  alt  the  debtors  and  cred- 
itori  stood  upon  the  same  plattorm.  If  they 
repealed  the  ]&W  before  aJl  the  relatioas  of 
these  parties  that  have  been  changed  by  it  have 
been  arranged  according  to  its  provisions,  man- 
ifest injustice  would  be  done  to  a  large  portion 
of  tbera.  Those  who  have  been  released,  hare 
had  especial  benefits  conferred  upon  them ; 
which  especial  beneBts  have  banknipted  otfaera, 
who  wilt  be  left  ander  all  their  obiigadone  to 
others,  again,  withont  clainiB  on  thoee  who  were 
indebted  to  them.  This  was,  he  Mid,  a  great 
wrong,  and  ctne  inflicted  by  the  Government. 


HTBKNATE, 

Wbdnbbdat,  December  21. 
Tht  Bajiintpt  Aet. 
Ur.  Bnrroir  presented  a  petition  troin  Wash- 
ington eoonty,  Vermont,  oy  W.  Riobard»on, 
praylni;  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  ao- 
oompanied  by  a  letter  to  him,  stating  that  the 
people  of  Vermont  were  as  nnanimons  as  the 
Legialatnre  of  their  State  In  condemning  that 
act.  Ur.  U.  would  take  the  opportanlty  which 
the  presentation  of  this  petition  offered,  to  de- 
clare that,  holding  the  bankrupt  act  to  be  nn- 
oonsUtational  at  six  different  points,  (the  ex- 
tinction of  the  debt  without  ihe  consent  of  a 
giren  n^nrity  of  the  creditors  being  at 
Bead  of  these  points,)  he  would  yote  for 
repeal  which  would  permit  the  act  to  c 
tinue  in  force  for  the  trial  of  depending 
oases,  unless  with  provisions  which  would 
bring  tiie  action  of  the  law  within  the  const!- 
tntion.  To  say  nothing,  at  present,  of  other 
points  of  nnconxtitntionality,  he  limited  him- 
self to  the  abolition  of  debta  withont  the  eon- 
sent  of  a  given  m^ority  of  the  credltorB.  This, 
he  held,  no  power  in  our  ooantry  can  do.  Con- 
gress can  only  eo  as  for  as  the  bankrnpt  sys- 
tems of  EnglMd  and  other  connMes  go ;  and 
that  is.  to  require  the  consent  of  a  given  m^or- 
ity  of  the  creditors  (fonr-fifths  In  nnmber  and 
value  in  En^and  and  Scotland)  and  that  fonnd- 
ed  npon  a  Jndicia]  certificate  <^  integrity  by  the 
oommlHsioners  who  examined  the  ease,  and  ap- 
proved afterwards  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
Upon  these  principles  only  oonld  Oongress  act  r 
npon  these  principles  the  Congress  of  1800  ant- 
ed, in  making  a  bankrupt  act  r  and  to  these 
principles  he  wonld  endeavor  to  conform  the  ac- 
tion of  the  present  aet  so  long  as  it  might  ran. 
He  held  all  the  certificates  eranted  by  the 
oonrts  to  be  null  and  void ;  ana  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  wonld  be  carried  befbre  the 
oonrts,  and  before  the  tribunal  of  pnUio  opln- 
ion.    The  federal  judges  decided  the  alien  and 


sedition  law  to  be  constltutknul.  Ths  pcofh 
reversed  that  decision,  and  put  down  11«d» 
who  held  It.  This  bankrupt  act  «h  bkL 
more  glaringly  nnconiititutionil— nuKh  son 
immor^ — and  called  more  loudly  OMntlupw- 
pie  to  rise  against  it  If  he  wagaUDitedEwa 
jndge,  be  wonld  decide  the  act  to  be  mmufr 
tntional.  If  he  was  a  Btate  conrt,  and  tttd 
these  certificates  of  discharge  fi«m  dtbti  dinU 
be'pleaded  in  bar  before  bim,  on  an  octiaabragl]] 
for  Ae  recovery  of  the  old  debt,  he  «cniU  bw 
the  certificate  as  a  nullity,  and  throiritnnrf 
court.  If  commanded  bj  the  Smeme  Cout 
he  wonld  resign  first.  The  SogSA  Is*  M 
tdl  bankrnpts,  whose  certifloates  were  oat  sffi 
ed  by  the  given  majority  of  the  ereditnn^t«k 
uncertificated ;  and,  as  snch,  he  held  iD  tin 
to  be  who  bad  received  certiflcatea  udAh  mt 
law.  They  had  no  certificate  of  dttichaKC  Im 
a  given  mt^jority  of  the  creditors;  sM«n 
theiWore,  what  the  English  law  called  "  m» 
tJfioat«d  bankrupts."  Be  said  tbe  buknp 
systems  formed  the  creditors  into  a  fiitin^ 
fbr  the  management  of  the  debtor's  esUttad 
his  disdiarge  from  debt;  and,  in  thii  W» 
ship,  a  given  m^ority  acted  for  the  irhdt.  i 
having  tbe  same  interest  In  what  ir»  !o3  a 
saved ;  and,  therefore^  to  be  goveniri  ij  > 
given  majority,  doing  what  was  b«slfi*!ki 
whole.  But  even  to  this  there  were  Iraio- 
tlons.  The  four-fifths  coold  not  rda*  ^i 
debt  of  the  remaining  fifth,  except  tipni  I  or- 
tiflcate  of  integrity  from  the  conunsiw 
who  tried  the  case,  and  n  final  appmnlkjita 
Lord  Chancellor.  The  law  made  iadf[«tj 
to  tbe  discharge,  as  it  does  in  a  caseoTi'^ 
andfortlie  sake  of  good  morals;  andnqiaiJ 
the  Judicial  certificate  of  integrKj,  «ii^ 
which  tbe  release  of  four-fifths  of  the  mto" 
oonld  not  extinguish  the  debt  of  tbe  olliwBft 
It  is  only  in  this  way  that  GMime  m  C- 
It  can  only  act  according  to  ^  esUl&M 
priuciplesof  the  bankrnpt  systems.  1'  ^" 
mterest  or  supreme  authority  over  detl*-  ;■ 
could  not  abolish  debts  as  it  pleased.  I[(^ 
not  confound  bankruptoy  and  insoivww.^ 
so  get  hold  of  all  debts,  and  sweep  tbm  * 
OS  it  pleased.  All  this  was  deqxOism.  n»1i  > 
only  could  be  looked  for  in  a  Govmo* 
which  had  no  limits,  either  on  its  rnonl  w  pj 
litioal  powers.  The  attempt  to  eoDfimriiB* 
veocy  and  bankruptcy,  and  to  make  Cap"? 
supreme  over  both,  was  the  most  darii^  •-■* 
on  the  oonstitntion,  on  the  State  lam, «  »! 
rights  of  property,  and  on  public  monk  »W 
tbe  history  of  Europe  or  America  am^ 
There  was  no  parallel  to  it  in  Eurt^eri^ 
ica.  It  was  repudiation — nniversal  wpwfi** 
of  all  debts— at  tho  will  of  the  d«bUr.  ^ 
law  vaa  subversive  of  dvil  sociefy;  *"'' 
called  npon  OongresB,  the  Stale  I^P™?* 
the  Federal  and  State  iDdioiariw-awi,  tw" 
all,  the  people— to  brand  it  for  niK«w«iW>» 
ality  and  immorality,  and  to  put  it  *>»*■ 

J£r.  B.  said  he  bad  laid  down  U»  lair,  W  i« 
would  refer  to  the  forms  which  the  n*"'"' 
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tbe  lav  provided  for  exeonting  itaelC  Theee 
fomu  were  tbe  higbaBt  eTid«nc«8  of  tbe  kw. 
Tbey  wero  framed  dj  mea  lesmed  in  the  lav 
—approved  by  the  courts — and  studied  by  the 
tpprenticeB  to  tbe  law.  Thej  abonid  also  be 
atudied  by  tbe  journeymen— by  the  professora 
—and  by  tbe  ermined  Jndges.  In  tbii  case, 
especially,  Uiey  should  be  so  studied.  Bank- 
ruptcy woa  a  branch  of  tbe  law  but  little  Btnd- 
iea  in  oar  coontry.  Tbe  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity were  uninformed  upon  it;  and  tbe  latita- 
diuarians,  who  coold  find  no  limits  to  tbe 
power  of  oor  GoTemment,  were  daringly  pre- 
Boming  upon  tbe  general  ignorance,  by  onaer- 
taking  to  coofonnd  bankruptcy  and  insolvency, 
and  eluming  for  Congress  a  despotic  power 
over  both.  This  daring  attempt  mast  be  chas- 
tized. Congress  most  be  driven  back  within 
tiie  pale  of  tiie  oonstitntion ;  and  for  tbat  pur- 
pose, the  prindples  of  the  baokrapt  system 
must  be  made  known  to  the  people.  Tbe 
forms  are  one  of  tbe  best  modes  of  dobg  this : 
■nd  here  are  the  forms  of  a  bankrupt's  certi- 
ficste  in  Great  Britdn — the  country  from  which 
onr  coDstitDtion  borrowed  tbe  system.  [Hr,  B. 
then  resd  from  Jacobs's  Law  Dictionary,  title 
Bankruptcy,  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  title,  tbe  three 
forau  of  tbe  certificates  which  were  necessary 
to  release  a  debtor  from  bis  debt«.]  The  first 
form  was  tbat  of  the  commissioners  wbo  ez- 
amtned  the  case,  and  wbo  certified  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  bankrupt,  and  tbat  he  had  con- 
funned  in  all  particulars  to  the  acL  The  second 
form  was  that  of  tbe  certificate  of  four-fifths  of 
bis  creditors,  "  allowing  him  to  be  discharged 
&om  his  debts."  The  third  vos  the  certificate 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  certifying  tbat  notice 
of  these  two  certificates  having  beien  published 
for  twenty-one  days  in  the  London  Gazette, 
and  no  causa  being  shown  to  the  contrary, 
tbe  certificates  granted  by  the  commissionen 
and  by  tbe  creditors  were  "  confirmed."  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  could  tbe  debtor  be  discharged 
from  hia  debts;  and  with  all  this,  the  act  of 
1800  in  tbe  United  States  perfectly  agreed,  only 
taking  twD<thirds  instead  of  four-fiftbs  of  the 
creditors.  Congress  could  onlv  absolve  debta 
in  this  way,  and  that  among  Uie  proper  sub- 
jects of  abonkruptlaw:  and  the  moral  sense 
of  the  community  mnst  revolt  ogunst  any  at- 
tempt to  do  It  in  any  other  form.  The  present 
act  was  repudiation — criminal  repudiation,  as 
far  as  any  one  chose  to  repodioCe — and  must  be 
put  down  by  tbe  commumty, 

Tbe  memorial  was  then  referred  to  tLe  Jndl- 
cinty  Committee. 

1%e  OrtgonBilL 
Ifr.  Liss,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Bobject,  reported  back,  with  several  amend- 
ments, tbe  bill  far  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  tbe  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  ex- 
tending portions  of  tbe  laws  of  tbe  United 


Tbubsdat,  December  92. 
Tht  Ongon  Turitorf. 

The  reaolntlon  Introdaced  on  yeatwdayby 
Ur,  Lim,  came  np  in  order,  and  was  read  as 
fbllows; 

JUnlvtJ,  That  tbe  Prerident  be  requested  to  fn- 
form  the  Senate  of  tlie  nature  and  extent  of  the 

Informal  comniunlcatioDi "  which  took  plscs  be- 
tween tlie  American  Secretary  of  Stale  and  the  Brit- 
ish spedal  micister,  during  the  late  oegotistlon  In 
Wasblngton  city,  on  the  "  sut^ect  of  the  claim  of 
the  Doited  States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  tenilmy 
west  of  tbe  Rocky  Hoantains,"  and  also  to  inform 
tbe  Senate  what  were  the  Teasons  which  preveDted 

any  agreement  on  the  sut^ect  at  present,"  and 

rliloh  made  It  "  inexpedient  to  inolade  that  snbjeet 
among  the  subjects  offcnnal  negotiation. " 

Ur.  Abohkb  snggeated  to  tbe  Senator  frtnn 
lOsaonri,  that  fnasmndi  ai  it  mi^t  be  inmm- 
aistent  with  tbe  pnUio  intenaU  that  tUa  in- 
formation ahoold  M  oommonioated  at  this  time, 
it  would  bo  better  to  amend  tbe  letolntioa  br 
iniwrtli'g  the  words  "  if  not  iaoonslatent  widi 
the  pnblie  intereets."  fite  own  o^nion  wsa, 
that  the  honorable  Senator  woold  be  nearer  to 
the  aoocHnpliahment  <rf  hia  pnipoee  1^  not  prea^ 
ing  the  paaa^e  of  tlie  reaolotfon  at  thla  tiin«. 

Ur.  Lunf  snid  he  oonridered  the  ■oggeatioo 
of  the  honorable  Senator  exoeedin^  reaaon- 
able.  Tbe  reason  why  be  had  Introdnoed  the 
reecdntioD  waa,  tbat  tney  might  have  aome  in- 


had  alept  for  the  last  twelve  or  fbvrtMO  yean. 
It  aiq^eared  that  iMDe  oorreapondanoe  bad  taken 
place,  informally,  between  the  Seoretary  of 
State  and  Lord  Ashbnrton;  and  he  felt  great 
anxiety  tbat  something  poeitive  ahonld  be 
known  regarding  tbe  canrsa  which  had  baea 
pursued  in  reference  to  Ibis  snttject.  Uany  ti 
our  citiiens  were  now  going  to  that  Territory, 
and  they  were  deurooa  of  knowing  in  what 
position  they  were  likely  to  be  placed,  Tbe 
claim  of  tbe  British  Government  appeared  to 
be  in  some  degree  sli«n|Abened  by  lapse  of 
time ;  and  the  pnbUe  fo^ng  in  many  of  the 
States  tbronghont  tbe  valley  of  tbe  Uudsaippi 
generally,  and,  indeed,  throogbont  tbe  whole 
United  Statea,  demanded  tbat  sMne  deflidt« 
action  dioold  take  [daoe.  We  want  to  know 
what  the  British  Government  ore  di^Mwed  to 
tolerate  na  the  poaseseion  oL  That  aewned  to 
be  tbe  nature  of  the  ease ;  not  what  we  are 
dispoeed  to  assert  onr  right  to  and  to  dmm,  but 
wliat  they  will  allow  us  the  poaKorfon  of.  He 
wsa  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  would  do 
very  weU  as  it  was;  if^  however, the gentieman 
from  Yir^nia  waa  desirons  tbat  it  ahoold  be 
modified  m  accordance  with  tbe  snggeetion  he 
tkod  made,  be  (Ur.  Link)  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jection. 

The  question  waa  tben  pat  on  the  reotdatkoi, 
■nd  it  waa  uioftei. 
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Auvmptiim  of  Stat*  DtbU. 

Mr.  Bbxtob'b  resolation,  oSered  jeaterdftf, 
was  taken  up  for  coDsideratiou,  ana  read  as 
Iblloirs: 

Setottei,  nnt  the  Pretiaent  of  the  United  Statet 
be  reqnetted  to  Inibnti  the  Senate  whether  the  lata 
apeclal  ndalflter  Irom  Great  Britain  to  the  United 
Stirtea  made  anj  pwpoeitioii,  infbrmallj  oc  other- 
wlae,  to  the  negotiator  on  Ibe  part  of  the  United 
States  for  the  awnrnptlon  or  guarantee  of  the  Sute 
debta  b;  the  GovemmeDt  of  the  United  States  ' 
the  htdderi  of  said  debta. 

Ur.  Aborkb  observed  that  with  regard  to 
the  mbjeot  of  this  resolution,  he  oonld  fiinilsh 
tbe  BenBtor  from  Hissonri  nith  aa  mach  in- 
fbnnation  as  he  conld  obtain  from  the  ezecntire 
department  Ab  advised,  he  could  assure  the 
Senator  that  no  propotdtlou  whatever, 
■llnrion  to  Uke  anDject  of  the  aasninptjon  of  the 
State  debts,  had  been  made  in  the  oonrae  of 
Ae  negotiation  vidi  this  Goreminent.  After 
thia  answer,  be  anbtnltted  to  the  Senator  fnnn 
Hlaaoarl  wheU>a  the  reaolntion  oo^t  to  be 
■doBted  hj  the  Boute. 

Mr.  Bbiitok  was  very  much  pleased  willi  the 
infbrmatiMi  given  by  tbe  Seiiator  from  Vir- 
glida;  bat  he  would  prefbr  having  it  directly 
from  the  Exeootive.  He  therefore  ahoold  nrge 
tiM  adcntion  of  the  reaoltition. 

Mr.  Abohib  aaid  tbe  anawer  he  bad  ^ven 
was  adviiedly ;  and  be  understood  from  the 
departmettt  itself  that  no  other  aoewer  could 
be  returned  by  the  Eieontive.  He  did  not 
tbtak  it  right  to  pasa  a  resolation  oaUing  upon 
the  department  for  information  already  deriTed 
from  it ;  he  should  therefora  vote  against  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BsNTOir  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^s; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resolted  in  the  affirm- 
ative, as  follows ; 

Tku.— Messrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Benton, 
BacbaDan,  Oalhoon,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Fulton, 
Hmdemni,  King,  Unn,  HcRoberts,  Hangnm,  Sevfer, 
Smith  of  Connecttont,  Smtlli  of  Indiana,  "' 
Tappan,  Walker,  White,  WUcox,  Williai 
bridge,  Woodborr,  and  Wright-^A. 

NiTS.^eaira.  Archer,  Bates,  Berrien,  Oayton, 
Conrad,  ETana,  Gnham,  Huntiogton,  Merriak, 
Miiler,  Morehead,  and  Pbelpa— 12. 

.F&M  on  (hneral  JaeJaon. 

The  bill  iotrodaoed  by  Mr.  Lcnr,  to  indemnif/ 
Qenerol  Jackson  for  the  fine  imposed  on  hira 
at  Kew  Orleans  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  doty,  came  op  for  consideration,  aa  in 
Committee  of  the  Vhole ;  and  tliere  being  no 
motion  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Lara  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  bill 
would  b«  ordwed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  If  there  was  to  be  any  discossion  on 
tbe  lu^ect,  it  ooold  take  place  apon  tbe  third 
reading.  It  was  his  desire  that  it  should  be 
advanoed  now,  and  be  hoped  \ha  Senate  wonld 
eonoent  to  Hie  course  he  hod  pointed  out 


Mr.  CaiTTaiinKii  observed,  tbti  it  Maned  to 
him  there  was  no  good  reason  for  eieiiiD&i{]t 
fromthe  ordinary  course  of  bniipmJiigtW^ 
the  Senate — that  of  referring  it  to  sn  ifptofti- 
ate  committee.  Indeed,  it  seemed  tk  uon 
neoessar;^  that  this  bill  shonld  noirtib  tlu 
coarse,  m  consequence  of  the  eitmnUnti] 
manner  in  which  the  subject  hod  been  reram- 
mcpded  to  the  consideration  of  CongreuiDilit 
President's  Message.  If  it  is  a  tubjwt  q[  vA 
importance  to  the  ^neralwelfsre,uliitill[ct 
tljat  recommendation,  it  must  surelj  be  m 
wlucb  it  is  proper  should  take  tbe  orditu; 
course  of  being  referred,  like  tlie  otter  tojis 
of  the  Message.  This  is,  at  sH  eyents,  t  nfa 
course,  and  one  from  which  he  vonU  m)t  a- 
empt  tbia  bilL  He  did  not  well  kooT-iw, 
indeed,  did  he  connder  it  importaiitvliitciiO' 
mittee  it  sltonld  be  referred  to ;  bat  be  ■odi 
sumest  that  probably  the  Comnuttee  «  tit 
Judiciary  was  the  most  approprisle. 

Mr.  LiNif  s^d  tbe  bill  was  very  ^pU;  ft 
required  but  few  words  to  express  its  el^rt; 
that  it  clearly  did,  without  tbe  E1igkt«st^et^ 
once  to  any  controyerted  point;  BM,tJiere{n 
he  could  not  see  any  reasonable  oblectioiU 
letting  it  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  Kiril^ 
reading;  and  then  if  any  gentleman  vislied  li 
enter  into  discussion,  he  would  b«  reidj  U 
show  why  he  thought  the  bill  ou^t  to  |i& 
'It  might,  by  common  consent,  now  be  idnw 
to  that  stage,  and  the  discussion  migbtpiwHJ; 
or,  if  it  wosthonght  moredeairable,»ai.''^ 
week  might  be  fixed  for  debate,  and  tbe  rM 
might  be  so  postponed.  "When  be  itioAM 
the  bin,  his  only  reason  for  then  filing  >  ^J 
for  its  consideration  as  a  special  order,  •*^  U 
proceed  with  it  in  conformity  with  tiec*"^ 
pursued  by  the  Senator  from  New  Tort  ilb. 
TtTTinnng)  on  introducing  his  eicbqui  13, 
which  was  made  the  specid  order  for  Toe^ 
next,  withont  being  referred  to  any  wmniiK* 
He  wished  tbia  to  take  the  sane  vva^  V^ 
Burning  that  it  required  no  elaborale  "1* 
tiaai  any  committee — and  that  then  (^ 
exist  no  desire  to  give  it  nnneoesswj'^C 
Ho  would  now  propose  that  the  bill  beenW 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  Teadii%  K&  ttJt 
the  discossion  be  postponed  till  It  caiM  °F '^ 
its  third  reading. 

Mr.  HuBTiNoTOs  objected,  that  if  lit  ^ 
pointed  out  by  his  friend  from  SCssowi'*' 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  plawd  bejow  w 
stage  of  reference  and  ainendment,  eteo  i^ 
it  ^pear  in  discussion  that  either  «f*  ■>"* 
sary.  There  wos,  he  thought,  OM  W  «* 
touched  upon,  which  placed  the  nwHwitj 
light  somewhat  different  from  that  '"*^ 
npon  it  loot  session.  It  was  well  kDown  low 
Senate  that,  when  the  subject  was  lefn™  " 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  la«t<«?^ 
and  when  Uio  committee  retomedtba  pill  iJlJ 
out  a  report,  it  was  because  the  oonuniitwwJ 
no  evidence  before  It,  either  docamatiJJ.  *«" 
toricaL  or  otherwise,  upon  which  it  woM*" 
a  report.    Now  the  case  may  be  qw"  iJb* 
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ant.  Then  mi^  be  antfaeatio  evidence  to  laf 
before  the  cotnmittoe ;  it  ni^  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  advtse  the  8«Diite,  which  It  did  not  feel 
iDthoriied  to  do  Inst  Mseion. 

iSr.  Batibd  obxerved,  that  wheD  this  mat- 
xr  was  EQbtnitted  to  the  Senate  at  the  last 
tewloD,  be  felt  diepoeed  to  retom  the  fine — not 
HI  the  grooad  that  there  was  any  legal  claim 
m  the  GoTernment  of  the  United  6tatea,bnt  as 
1  matter  of  oonrtesj — wan  additional  aolcnowl- 
tdgtnent  of  servicea  rendered.  It  seemed,  how- 
trer,  tbat  the  genOemen  who  advoost«d  the 
)ill  were  not  taUtfled  with  this  conceesioD,  bat 
hat,  seeking  the  abMlate  exoolpaUon  of  the 
leneral,  he  and  hli  Mendfl  incited  that  bis 
ioarse  on  the  oooaaion  in  which  the  flue  origi- 
lated,  was  perfectly  JnttiSable— that  the  action 
if  the  judge  was  wrong,  and  that  it  is  the  dnty 
if  Oongresi  to  reflind  the  fine.  And  this  was 
he  very  issue  which  demanded  the  amendment 
if  the  bill  which  he  had  snbmltted  at  the  last 
ession.  The  alternatiTe  was  presented  of  either 
:ivlng  cotmtenanoe  to  an  implied  approval,  ta 
iprMsIjr  disavowing  the  intention  of  passing 
aj  opinion ;  and  the  Senate  preferred  the  lat- 
er coorse. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Senator  tram 
^oisiana,  (Hr.  Oohbad,)  he  (Ur.  fi.)  was  now 
nabled  to  refer  to  more  docnmentaiy  evidence 
if  the  eronads  of  decWon  In  the  matter,  than 
ras  at  his  disposal  lastsession.  He  held  In  his 
i&nd  a  copy  of  the  reoord  of  the  court,  in  the 
landwriting  of  (bo  olerk  of  the  oonrt,  and  made 
mt  at  the  time.  He  had  read  it  oanfttlly,  and 
lad  come  to  the  oondn^n  that  Justice  to  Uie 
ourt  itself— the  pertnanent  interests  of  the 
•eople  of  the  United  State»— required  that  the 
natter  shonld  stand  as  it  does ;  and  that  it  coro- 
lorts  better  with  tho»e  interests,  and  the  repn- 
atinnof  the  distingniihed  Individnal  in  qneetdon, 
hat  the  afftir  shootd  rest  on  its  present  foot- 
It  is  not  a  light  matter  for  Gongress  to  mdc- 
ion  the  idea  that  the  lives  of  onr  oitlienB,  their 
ropertf,  and  their  pereonsl  libertj,  may,  with 
rnpimitj,  be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a  military 
ommandor,  and  a  ooDrt-martial  of  bis  ofSoers, 
roDght  together  at  his  summons.  He  knew 
ery  well  Uiat  there  were  some  very  extraordl- 
ary  notioiia  entert^ed  of  martial  law,  which 
rould  render  a  ooart-marUal  the  mere  mlnls- 
ers  of  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  commanding 
fflcer.  Now,  he  thought  he  was  prepared  to 
liow  that,  by  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
Itates,  it  is  not  in  the  power  even  of  the  Oon- 
press  of  the  United  Statei,  much  less  of  an  offl- 
er  acting  under  a  commission  derived  from  the 
■"edcral  Government,  to  declare  martial  law, 
iffeoting  every  class  of  the  community.  Con- 
press  may,  indeed,  suspend  the  privileges  of 
he  writ  of  habeat  etrrpui,  but  cannot  declare 
aartial  taw  to  be  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
>r  of  any  part  of  them.  There  is  a  great  and 
;laring  error  committed  tn  this  matter,  by  oon- 
buoding  these  things.  Civil  law  is  that  law 
vhich  regulates  the  rights  and  duties  of  olUxeai 


generally.  Martial  law  is  a  ooda  qieoially  ap- 
plicable to  the  anny  and  the  navy  and  militia 
when  called  into  actual  Bervioe,and  is  a  distinct 
code  (br  their  government.  Even  io  time  of 
war,  the  private  dtizen,  the  non-oombntant, 
cannot  be  snUected  to  the  code  which  governs 
those  engaged  in  war&re,  without  a  manifest 


in  the  army  or  the  navy,  or  in  the  militia  when 
In  actual  service,  cannot  be  snl^ected  to  the 
operation  of  martial  law,  bectmse  Congress 
oonld  oonfer  no  such  power.  It  is  limited  in 
ita  powers.  The  oonstitntion  says,  Congress 
diall  have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies, 
to  provide  a  navy,  to  provide  arms  and  muni- 
tiona  of  war,  and  to  make  roles  for  the  goveni- 
meot  of  the  land  and  naval  fMves.  On  these 
Umited  and  q>edflo  powers,  It  has  been  inftored 
that  OoDgrasB  may  dedare  martial  law.  To 
Rvoid  this  vei7  oonolndon,  then  is  an  expresa 
provision  in  the  very  next  section,  among  the 
restrictions  on  the  power  oC  OonRress,  declar- 
ing that  tiia  remedy  of  the  writ  of  mAcim  eoirut 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  in  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  Invadon. 

A  state  of  war,  then,  aDthorisee  the  suspen- 
sim  of  the  privilege  of  ue  writ  (tf  AoAsos  wrpKi, 
which  is  the  saored  Insb^mait  of  liberty  in  the 
hands  of  the  State  antht^tles;  but  does  not 
give  the  right  <tf  deolaring  martial  law,  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  oommnnlty  gcsienlly,  subjecting 
the  dtizen  to  a  oede  which  is  summary  in  its 


wttii  \ 

amenable  to  the  military  code ;  and  that  ooonrs 
when  be  enlisia  In  the  army  or  navy,  or  is 
called  into  action  as  part  of  the  militia.  There 
Is  an  ezpiesB  providoo  In  the  &th  artide  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution  which  guards 
against  such  a  result,  by  declaring  that  "  no 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or 
otherwise  iafbmoos  crime,  unless  on  a  present- 
ment or  indiotment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in 
cases  siMng  in  tite  land  or  naval  foroes,  or  in 
the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger."  Tba  only  power  601^- 
emment  has  to  estAUsh  a  code  w  martial  law, 
is  in  relation  to  those  who  are  enlisted  in  ita 
land  and  naval  forces,  including  tiie  militia.  It 
Is  to  be  regretted  that  such  orroneons  notions, 
avowed  in  relation  to  martial  law,  should  pre- 
vdl  in  a  country  boasting  of  its  civil  liberty. 
All  Congrees  can  do,  even  in  the  cases  of  war 
and  invadon,  is  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the 
right  of  habiat  eorjnu  ;  and  that  can  be  done 
by  Oongress  only — not  by  an  offloer  of  the 
Ooveroment  wlthont  Its  authority.  But  that 
snapendon  of  the  writ,  dthongh  it  may  leave 
the  individual  subject  to  the  inconvenience  of 
temporary  restrdnt  does  not  snlject  him  to  be 
tried  and  pnnlihed  by  the  military  code.  If  an 
individual,  no  matter  how  high  in  commission, 
or  how  much  impelled  by  necesd^,  usurps  the 
power,  he  cannot  be  said  to  act  rightfnlly, 
though  he  may  be  coensed,    A  high  and  im- 
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Cma  neoewi^  nuj  exist,  which  can  aloiis 
lii>  exonae ;  and  whenever  ntch  a  cue  it 
rnrmented,  he  (Ur.  B.)  would  nutidii  theofflear. 
WlMthM-  mch  wM  the  fact  In  the  cue  of  G«n- 
eralJwkaoa.dionldbedUtiiiotiywtUed.  And 
the  npOTt  of  the  oonmiittee,  pTOMnting  all  the 
ftots  of  the  caie,  would  place  tlie  matter  on  the 
li^t  footing,  and  prevent  taj  erroneoDi  oon- 
olniifHia  in  ralaticn  to  this  qneatdon  of  martial 
law. 

ICr.  Latir  had  not  Bought  to  place  the  bUl  on 
aoj  gronnd  diSbrent  from  that  on  which  bUls 
faat^Mbre  bad  been  placed  for  teflindiBg  olA- 
tan  in  the  pnbUe  Mrrloe  flnea  inenmd,  or 
Judgments  awarded  againit  them,  for  offieial 
acts  donelbr  the  benefit  of  the  ooflBtrr.  Hour 
paid  t^  them,  in  oomplianoe  with  the  mandates 
of  the  law,  had  been  refunded  bj  OongiMs; 
and  npon  the  laMte  gronnd  he  plaoed  this  bill — 
that  of  r«etoring  to  the  pnUie  terraat  money 
pud  b;  him  for  the  pnb)io  good.  Be  had  no 
wish  to  Ro  any  farther  with  tiie  enl^ect  than 
this ;  ana  wonld  not,  nnleai  compelled  by  the 
remarks  of  others.  He  had  no  derire  to  disturb 
tlie  question  of  the  oonatitntloDaUtf  of  the 
matter.  The  question  waa,  limplj,  whether 
Gowral  Jaokion  ahall  hare  the  same  measure 
of  Jnatice  extended  to  him,  whicih  has  be«i  ex- 
tended to  other  offiom  of  the  OovMunent — 
even  to  the  lowest  in  gnde  of  your  revenue 
ofBoera.  The  oases  of  Generals  Brown  and 
WiikinBon,  Oolonel  Pordy,  i^  will  present 
themselvee  at  once  to  the  memory  of  Senators ; 
they  being  of  a  hi^  military  character.  This 
bill  must  pass.  The  American  peo[^  have 
willed  it.  It  is  not  with  them  a  party 
onesUon.  All  go  for  it— Jew  and  Gentile, 
Democrat  and  whig ;  and  it  Bboold  be  dcoe 
prompfiy. 

He  should  repeat,  that  the  fldenda  of  tUs 
measure  bad  not  argned  it  on  the  gronnd  of 
flie  act  for  whkh  the  fine  was  {ncnrred  being 
oonititntionBL  He  apprehended  not  <me  of  his 
friends  had  taken  that  position,  and  that  tiiere- 
ton  the  Benator  from  Delaware  was  in  error  In 
supposing  it  waa  so  advocated.  The  constita- 
tlonal  qnestion  was  &  retened  gvtition.  The 
friends  of  the  bill  never  -nrged  it  on  that 
ground ;  they  never  said  aught  about  the  Judge 
Wng  right  or  wrong.  There  might  hare  been 
those  who  dis^tprvred  of  the  course  pnrsned 
by  the  JodgeL  and  so  oondemoed  it.  But, 
whether  they  did  so  or  not,  it  had  nothing  to 
do  wHh  Ike  biQ  now  before  the  Senate,  which 
was  disooaneoted  from  any  question  of  that 
Und.  And,  as  to  the  record  referred  to  by  tiie 
Benator  from  JMaware,  he  knew  not  what  It 
oontuned ;  but  he  hoped  the  Senator  would 
move  to  have  it  piintoo.  Let  it  come  to  light 
and  not  be  kept  floatiog  abont  In  holes  and 
comers.  If  there  is  any  thmg  in  it  of  such  im- 
portanoe  as  is  supposed,  it  is  right  it  shoold  be 
made  known— iigbt  that  the  country  should 

He.  Boohaxas  had  bnt  a  fow  words  to  say 
on  this  sal||«at.    The  Senator  from  Delaware 


(Hr.  3ATAm)  had  been  discbacpiig  his  heai; 
artUlery  ag^nst  nothing.  He  hid  not  trai 
target  to  urn  at.  It  had  sevra  bew  mOmU 
oa  thb  floor  that  a  militaiy  commsDdct  us. 
sessed  the  power,  onder  the  CoiutiluiuB  lOt 
United  States,  to  deolara  martial  Uv.  8a 
such  principle  had  ever  been  aMeRedcottiii 

Ste  DetDocratio)  ride  of  the  House.  H*  M 
en  expnedy  de«lared(siid  the  pnUidiad  n/ai 
at  the  debate,  which  he  had  reoantljanwl, 
woold  justify  him  in  this  asMrtioo)  tint  n 
did  not  ooatBoi,  strictly  meakia^  (hit  0««nl 
JaiikKm  had  any  nmslitaaimal  nght  to  dedn 
martial  law  at  Hew  Orleans ;  but  tl)*t,M  tUi 
axandae  of  power  waa  the  only  mesnsotwiK 
Uk  <Atj  msa  cwpttire  by  the  enemy,  be  ttotl 
amply  Jnatified  befi«e  Ua  cotmlry  for  tlwKL 
We  placed  the  aigusMnt  not  upon  the  gtml 
of  strict  omstitQtionsl  right,  but  irf  am  a 
ovemdisg  neceedty  as  left  General  JacbcaM 
sUemativebefeweHi  theeaUUisbmeidirfBiitiil 
Uv,  or  thesacriflce  of  New  OrkauUiib 
rapine  and  Inst  rftbe  British  eoldienr.  Oitb 
grmi&d  Ur.  B.  bad  plaoted  himsdf  flnl;* 
Qie  last  seodon  of  Otwgress;  and  bare  bt  ii- 
t«ided  to  remain. 

In  the  history  of  every  nation  at  wir,  om 
nd^  ooour  of  such  extreme  and  ovapm- 
ing  neeestity,  that,  in  order  to  save  th»  en- 
try, a  ndlitaiy  oconniander  mi^it  bs  an- 
pcUed  to  resort  to  the  eotablidmient  ef  or 
tial  law.  EmMgendes  might  exist,  is  vlU 
he  would  be  gouty  of  oolpebla  ne^iMK  ^ 
he  refused  to  adopt  this  expedient,  urn 
eminently  the  portion  of  General  Jattaa  * 
New  Orieana.  If,  knowing,  as  he  M^ 
traitorous  corremondmoe  was  earned  os in 
the  enemy,  and  that  no  other  meaos  atindr 
ing  it  eztrted,  be  wonld  jostly  have  m^ 
hmself  to  tlie  severest  cenanre,  bad  be  m<H 
the  city  to  be  sacked,  rather  than  save  it  1?^ 
daringmartiallaw.  Bnt,  in  every  sndiw* 
oomnuutding  generd  acta  npon  bis  on  n^ 
riUU^.and  at  his  own  peril;  and  taKtm* 
warda  appeal  to  bis  ooontry  tot  joaliicsUa 
To  that  country  he  had  made  lib  shwsI,  ■> 
it  had  nobly  justified  hb  oondnct.  It  *C 
act  of  the  most  heroic  patriotism— of  the  its*- 
est  da^.  Host  fortunate  had  it  ben  fw  ^ 
that  a  man  commanded  in  that  uty  vbo  u^ 
ahmnk  from  personal  reqmnHbility  vhu  » 
country  was  in  danger. 

General  Jackson's  ritnation  at  ITa«  Oiw 
presented  the  e 
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which  existed  at  New  Orleans.  Afl  ^J 
att^idant  droumitanoeB  are  nov  nstUfl^ 
authentic  history.  General  Jaefcun  w  «^ 
to  defbnd  oar  great  Western  cooimkw^ 
against  the  British  forces.  He  *•>  ''^ 
'^"- of  wguUc  KddiecB.    AAwti**** 
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raw  mQitia,  snddeulj  lironght  together,  cod- 
HJtnted  DMr>r  bti  wbo]«  army.  All  that  h« 
bad  to  nlf  npou  waa  their  native  bat  Tindlsoi- 
plined  eoorage.  He  had  to  orgaolce  them,  to 
oiacdplhie  them,  to  infoBe  iato.Hiem  his  own 
indomttable  ^>irit,  and  then  to  lead  them  to 
battle  and  to  vlctorf. 

And  vbat  waa  the  oonditioa  and  character 
of  the  enemj  ag^nst  vhoin  he  bad  to  eon- 
tendr  The  BritiHh  General  oommanded  a 
nmnerona  and  well  provided  army  of  reKnIars, 
b  a  perfect  state  of^dladpline,  and  flnahed  with 
victory  over  the  ©onqnerors  of  Enrope.  Bnoh 
were  the  fearful  odda  againtt  Ueaeral  Jackson  I 
We  can  all  rraieinber  that,  tor  a  time,  de8{iair 
sat  on  almost  erery  eonnteDanee ;  aod  we  have 
been  inlbrmed  that  when  the  newa  of  Uie 
victory  Tcaohed  Oongreaa,  Hiere  waa  snch  a 
bnrst  of  enthwdastk  Joy  as  had  never  been 
witnened  befttre  in  these  halls.  This  waa  the 
efihnon  of  patriotic  heart*  np<m  the  delivery 
of  their  eonntry  from  fbarfbl  and  Impending 
danger. 

By  what  means  did  General  Jackson  achieve 
this  great  and  gloriona  victory  t 

Looidana  had  been  a  Spanish  provlnee  b«t 
a  few  yeora  before.  Ite  ancient  iuhaUtants 
had  not  become  warmly  attached  to  our  con- 
stitntion  and  lawi,  as  they  are  at  present. 
Besides,  there  were  many  discontented  tbr>- 
eigners  within  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
whilst  a  very  large  majority  of  the  Inhabitante 
displayed  their  p^rlotism  and  their  oonrage  on 
the  field  of  battle,  the  <Atj  haibored  wIthUk  Its 
bosom  a  nomher  of  traitors,  who  wera  in  oor- 
respondcoee  wHh  the  enemy.  Tbe  General's 
weakness  and  his  plan  of  defence  were  In  this 
niai)DK>  eommunieated  to  the  British  com- 
mander, who  was  thoB  insbnoted  in  tbe  best 
mode  of  attack. 

General  Jackson  was  thns  plaoed  in  a  por- 
tion of  awfnl  respoiutbility.  On  the  one  band, 
he  waa  aware  that  the  letter  of  the  oonstltattoa 
conferred  npon  him  no  anthoHtv  to  detdare 
martial  law,  whilat,  on  the  other,  he  knew  that 
the  eatabUshmeDt  of  raatttal  law  waa  the  only 
human  means  of  arresting  tUs  trailoroas  eor- 
respondence  with  tbe  enemy,  and  saving  the 
city.  Befbre  thia  act  waa  perAimed,  he  bad 
consnlted  the  leading  InhaMtanti  of  New 
Orleana,  who  entirely  approved  the  nwMnrew 

Bnppose  General  JaekaoD  had  refused  to 
establieh  martfad  law,  and  the  d^  had  been 
captured :  how  codM  he  then  have  Justified  his 
condnrt  to  his  country  f  OodM  be  have  said, 
"  I  knew  there  was  a  band  of  tnftora  within  the 
dty,  who  were  In  cotreaponteMe  with  the 
enemy;  I  knew  that,  in  taia  manner,  all  my 

C'  n  for  tta  defooee  would  be  defeated;  I 
w  that  by  dedarlng  martial  law,  the  rity 
eonld  have  be«i  saved :  I  knew  all  this,  bnt 
sneh  was  my  reverence  for  the  letter  of  the 
constitntion,  that,  ratlier  than  vMate  it,  I  de- 
termined that  New  Orieana  dtonld  be  anrren- 
dered  to  the  possession  and  pillage  of  the 
enemyl    I  would  not,  evaa  mr  a  Av  da^B, 


reetrun  the  eonatitationd  Hberty  of  the  uti- 
lens,  even  to  secnre  the  permanent  salvation 
of  the  city." 

No,  dr,  no.  Exonsable  is  not  the  word. 
General  Jackson  stands  Jnstified — amply  Jasti> 
fied — in  the  Judgment  of  this  whole  conntry,  for 
his  oondnot.  This  is  no  party  question;  at 
least,  so  far  as  I  am  Mqnatbted  with  the  &A- 
lugs  of  the  pe<^le.  Posteri^  has  already  de- 
cided the  question ;  because  more  than  a  qoar- 
ter  of  a  oeiitnry  baa  elqiied  dnoe  tbe  event. 
The  ftaaage  at  this  UU,  therefore,  la  only  im- 
portant as  it  will  embody  pnblic  sentiment,  and 
place  upon  the  reoords  of  the  nation  the  vindica- 
tion of  their  General. 

Mr.  CovSAD  presented  to  the  Senate  a  0017 
of  the  record  of  the  trial  of  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans,  which  was  made  oat  thirty  years 
ago,  by  the  then  derk  of  ihe  court.    It  waL 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Lira,  ordered  to  tw  pnnU 
ed  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  a^onmed. 


Fsmir,  December  28. 
Attitmption  qf  State  DtbU. 

The  FBxstnnre  fro  Unt.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Btatea,  covering  tbe  following  oommonioaUon 
from  the  Secretary  of  State : 

DcPAaTMinrT  ov  Statx, 

WubingtOD,  Dec-M,  IMS. 
n  iJu  FraiJtia ! 

Tbt  Seeretary  of  Slate— to  whom  tbe  President 
has  referred  the  resdation  of  the  Benata  of  Ibe  SSd 
instant.  In  tbe  foOowing  woida:  "  That  the  Pre^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  be  reqneated  to  infbrai 
the  Senate  whathar  the  Ule  special  minitter  from 
Oreat  Britain  to  the  Dniled  Stalaa  made  any  piopo- 
lUloD,  Informally  or  othenrisa,  to  Ibo  negouator  on 
tbe  put  of  the  United  SUtea,  for  the  aammptian  or 
narantee  of  the  State  debts  by  Ibe  Govenuntat  of 
the  Cnlted  States  to  tbe  bolder*  of  vld  debt*"— 
bat  the  tumor  to  report  to  the  Preddeat,  that  the 
late  niedal  nlniitar  from  Great  Biitdn  to  the 
0iilted  States  tmde  no  proportion,  inforaitl  or 
otbenrlae,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  for  the  uuumptioD  or  Koarantee  of 
the  State  debt*  by  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
Btatei  to  the  holders  of  nid  debit. 

DAimtL  WEBSTEB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abohcb,  and  by  unani- 
mons  consent,  the  oommonication  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  PnaaisniT  pro  tem.  laid  before  the  Sea- 
ate  the  following  oommnnication  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States: 


reqneallng  me  to  Infonn  the  Senate  of  tbe  nitare 
and  extent  of  the  "Informal  eonimnnications'' 
which  took  place  between  tbe  Imeriean  Beerelary 
of  State  and  the  Brilhih  raedal  minister,  dnring  tbe 
late  negotiallon  fa  WtsUMtton  Ay,  on  th*  "tub- 
Jeotof  the  dakn  gf  the  lUtod  fitalaa  and  Gr*at 
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Britain  to  tba  territor;  wett  of  tlw  Boekj  Moui- 
taha ; "  and  abo  to  Inform  tba  Benata  what  wore 
the  reuona  which  prcTsnted  "  an;  agreemeat  od 
tba  intijeci  at  preaeni,"  and  which  made  tt  "  ioai* 
pedleat  to  inclade  that  labject  among  the  subject! 
of  fonnal  negotiatiOQ.'* 

In  m;  metsage  to  CongreH  tt  tba  oommencenMitt 
of  the  n«Mnt  session,  in  adTertiog  to  the  territorr 
of  the  tjnited  State*  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  north  of 
the  4!d  deg.  of  north  latitade,  a  part  of  which  Is 
claimed  b;  Great  Britain,  I  recommendad  that,  "  In 
adrance  cf  tlie  clalais  of  fodiridnal  rt^ta  to  theae 
lands,  sound  p(rile7  dictates  that  ereij  eBiirt  should 
be  resorted  to  b;  the  two  Oorenmenta  to  settle 
their  respMtiTe  cUmi ; "  and  alio  stated  tliat  I 
slumld  not  deiaj  to  urge  on  Great  Britain  the  im- 
portance of  an  carlj  sattlcmenL  Heasore*  hare 
been  alretdj  taken.  In  pursaaiice  of  tba  purpose 
thus  expressed  ;  and  under  these  circumstances,  I 
do  not  deem  It  consistent  whb  the  publio  interest  to 
make  an;  comroufication  on  the  tubiect 

JOHN  TTLEB. 

WAiBnoToa,  Dee.  18;  IMS. 

On  mo^on  of  Ttr.  Abobee,  imd  bj  nnanl- 
moQs  ctHisent,  the  oomiminication  wu  ordered 
to  l>e  printad, 

Od  motion  of  Mr,  Batakd,  (there  b^g  no 
farther  boiineee  before  the  Senate,)  tho  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
DuiDees;  and,  baring  spent  a  short  time  there- 
in, a^loof  i^  ^  Tneadaj  next. 

TinsDAT,  December  37. 
7%«  Ant^rUan  iSgvadrvu. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bcxtoh 
some  days  ago,  ^raa  taken  np  for  consideration : 
and,  after  romarks  by  Mr.  Aboskb,  it  was 
adopted. 

/ins  Oft  6m«rtU  Jaelaon. 

The  UQ  Introduced  by  Mr.  Link  some  time 
■inoe,  to  indemnify  General  Jackson  for  the  fine 
impoeed  upon  him  by  Jndge  HaU,  at  New 
Oneans,  while  in  OtB  discharge  of  his  ofSdal 
doty,  came  np  on  its  postponement  from  Thnrs- 
darlasL 

Mr.  Lnnr  hoped  the  hfll  wonld  now  be  orders 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  by  ao- 
claraatJOD,  as  had  been  arged  in  a  memorial 
presented  this  day  from  PeDnsylvaaia  by  the 
Benatw  trota  Fenn^lvaDia,  (Hr.  Buohasait.) 

Mr.  CxoTMMuaB  nnderstood  the  qneataon  of 
referenoe  was  yet  pending. 

The  Ohaib  oedded  that  the  motion  to  post- 
pone had  Boperseded  the  moti<»t  to  refer. 

Mr.  OxniicNiaN  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
refer  the  bUI  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodiuary. 

Mr.  Lmt  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  qneetlonof  referenoe  to  the  Oommittee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  resnlted  in  tho  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 


irtm,  Mertiel 
Phelpa,  Porter,  Smmona,  Smitli  at  I 
Spragae,  Tallnudge,  White,  and  WMdbci4r».-!t 
Satb. — Hessis.  AJlen,  Benton,  Berrita,  ndin- 
an,  Fulton,  Sing,  Linn,  ICcBoberts,  Ifangnsi,  Snia, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  ^ppan,  Wilbr, 
WUcoK,  Wmtanu,  Woodbury,  Wri^Ludlooi 
—IS. 


BOUBK  OT  RSPBI8  EKTATl VBL 

Tdesdat,  December  87. 
Tk*  BaMtmptLam. 

The  Spkakbb  annonnoed  the  regidsr  ads 
of  bnnnees  to  be  the  bill  to  rqwsl  the  b^n|l 
■et 

The  aerk  stated  tlie  qneeliaB  ai  it  m 
stood.  The  original  bill  was  iatndntsi  Ij 
Mr.  EnsBTT,  as  alteady  paUidted.  lUiKt. 
BARiTAitD  had  moved  to  amotd,  se  sitoiifal 
only  so  mnoh  of  the  banhmpt  law  sspeima 
Toltmtary  bankraptoy;  proritUt^  howai* 
that  this  act  shoiild  not  affect  any  a 


iqneiidy,aotU» 
t>«iteetiM4iktf 


day  of  March  next  Mr.  CinBtiift  had  iwal 
to  amend  the  amendineDt,  so  as  to  fmridt  Ite 
this  act  should  not  affeet  any  oan  ot  pmcti- 
ing  in  bankmptcy  oonunenoed  htfon  Vttjm- 
sage  of  tlds  set,  and,  I  "*       ""~ 

tend  It  to  eases  omn~ 

Mandi  next    Mr.  1 

mlt  tlie  bin  andalllUalDeDdIMaItitetblte 
mittee  on  the  Judfdary,  with  instndiwto 
reports  bill  to  repeal  thatpwt  oftlMeiiail 
law  which  nnthorices  the  vtJnntsiy  iffB* 
tion  of  debtors,  and  to  iDdnde  uiijwiMi 
which  isfltie  paper  to  otrotdate  as  laciofj,*^ 
in  the  operation  of  the  banknipt  Itr.  tm 
Mr.  Cira  Johhsoh  had  moved  to  sntsJlt 
Bnooe'e  amendment,  by  striking  oat  il  Itt 
instractions,  and  insrating  tnstnioliaM  t»  m 
Jodioiary  Committee  to  repwt,  at  U  o'm 
to-morrow,  the  following  Mil :  "Ibitdwis 
passed  on  the  Vtth  day  of  Ai«iHt,  IHl,*- 
titled  '  An  act  to  wtaUish  ■  tmifbrm  i7«»  <■ 
bankraptoy  throoghoot  the  United  3iitH,'^ 


, laldng  a  Wrf  f* 

of  the  history  of  the  passive  of  tht  Usk^ 
act,  and  of  the  conatitBtteoal  powers  asdiW' 
gallons  of  Oonrreas  to  pass  it,  enleni  U** 
oonuderation  <^  the  reasoos  niged  for  to  »^ 
peal.  It  had  been  sidd  that  pnblie  arte* 
demanded  its  repeal;  and  the  giallaHan' 
introduced  the  bill  was  snpptuted  by  6*,"^ 
tions  of  a  BOTer^RU  State  demsDmiM  it^  * 
denied,  howerw,  tfaat  thsro  wis  say  stwsJJ 
showing  that  the  penple demoided  tbeiV" 
ofthisfaw.  Where  waa  it  ahownl  Ib«J" 
been  no  petMons  presented  ealliag  fet  it  1* 
Legislatures  of  the  States  <wHh  b«t  <ssts» 
tion)  had  made  DO  more  tnTelatl«toit;W 
If  he  Judged  from  what  he  bad  SMB  of  th*  r^ 
He  press,  there  was  no  evidence  tbenof**- 
sire  (or  tite  repeal  trf  the  act    Ttayi«in«fl 
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an  ScM.]  Omtr^Jatk 

«Tidetice  that  pabllo  opinion  was  londlj  In 
favor  of  this  law  at  the  tjme  of  <t«  pnsaftge.  It 
wss  called  for  hj  nnmerona  petlttoniij  co:iilng 
from  every  quarter  of  the  country,  signed  by 
men  of  all  claBses  of  ^be  commnnity.  It  was 
advocated  in  the  poblio  papert,  and  strongly 
rccouimecded  to  tbefaTorable  coiuideration  of 
Gongress  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  B.  deprecated  the  repeal  of 
thia  law  before  wiffloieot  time  had  elapsed  to 
give  it  a  fair  trial  and  ozaminatioQ.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  now  operating  most  favor- 
ablr,  and  that  the  prinolpaJ  oanse  for  objection 
to  it  had  Dearly  passed  away.  This  was  the 
retroapeetiTe  featnr*  of  the  bill ;  but  aa  all  (or 
nearly  all)  the  cases  of  that  class  had  been  acted 
on,  there  waa  now  no  longer  any  olnection  to 
the  bilL  lu  a  oonntry  like  ooia,  be  held  that 
8ome  uniform  laws  on  the  sabjeot  of  banknipttiy 
ahoald  eiiit.  Boohlaws  werejoat  RsneoeeBary 
now,  aa  when  the  constitntional  proviaion  au- 
thorizing Oongress  to  pass  saoh  laws  was 
adopted ;  and  Uie  very  reasona  which  operated 
apon  the  oonTention  for  the  insertion  of  this 
provision,  operated  now  la  &vor  of  rctuning 
the  present  law  in  fbroe. 

Mr.  Dawson  s^d :  I  hare  not  heard  a  solitary 
complaint  fVom  one  of  my  constituents  of  my 
vote  in  favor  of  thia  bilL  On  the  contrary,  I 
have  received  many  gratefnl  acknowledgments 
inapprobotioDofmycoarse.  I  have  In  my  draw- 
er a  long  list  of  the  moat  respectable  names  in 
Loniuana,  urging  ma  to  oppose  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  taw.  No  man  in  this  House 
ironld  ngoioe  more  than  I  would  to  see  this 
bill  amended ;  but  I  will  hold  on  to  it  m  it  ii^ 
sooner  than  see  it  repealed,  I  am  opposed  to 
the  oppression  of  the  debtor,  in  every  Bh^>e, 
form,  and  manner.  Debt  is  a  miafortone ;  and 
bitter  is  the  cop  of  life  (Heaven  knows)  to 
the  nnfortnnate  debtor,  at  beat,  witlioat  being 
treated  as  a  eriflWRoI.  I  am  willing  to  aae  the 
debtor  fbroed  to  make  an  honest,  All,  and  nn- 
qnalified  surrender  of  oU  A«  Ant.*  and  then  I 
irould  poIiy  th»  arm  of  the  Siylook  who  woold 
attempt  to  take  hia  pOnnd  of  fleeb.  Thia  is  the 
pMMT  mua'a  law ;  and  it  stands  "  solitary  and 
alone,"  as  the  poor  man's  law,  in  the  historf 
of  tiie  world.  I  am  the  open  and  avowed  ad- 
vocate of  a  bankrupt  law  to  benefit  debtors,  and 
Dot  a  law  to  benefit  creditors  taeluMMly.  I 
ivonld  not  make  a  retrosprective  law,  to  favor 
or  shield  tbe  debtor;  bat  I  wonld  plaoe  him 
henceforth  beyond  the  reach  of  personal  cruelty 
■nd  degradation.  His  property  might  be  seiaed 
and  sold ;  the  roof  that  slieiters  his  yrite  and 
obildran  from  the  pelting  of  tbe  pitileaa  storm 
might  be  taken  fnHii  hmi,  and  tney  might  be 
turned  over  to  penary  and  want.  ]^t  bSi  per- 
>oa,  at  least,  ahovld  be  aaored.  Tbe  creator 
Bboald  not  touch  a  hair  of  bis  bead,  after  he 
bad  made  a  f^  and  honest  surrender  of  every 
thing  he  was  wmrth  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 


[Ja> 


and  wise  legUation  will  always  defend  and 


protect  the  weakjtbe  helplws,  tbe  nnfortnnate, 
and  oppressed.  The  bte  of  the  bankmpt  law 
ia  already  fbretold.  I  entertain  no  doubts  ctf 
its  being  repealed  in  a  few  daya.  It  is  the  flnt 
law  that  ever  was  passed—and,  I  greatly  fear, . 
it  will  be  the  last — to  favor  the  poor  and  the 
nnfortnnate.  It  is  idle  to  resist  tne  power  of 
money ;  to  its  secret,  subtle,  and  pervading  in- 
finences,  Ima^nation  can  devise,  and  strength 
can  accomplish  no  bar.  It  will  buy  the  prayers 
of  the  churob,  the  f  delitr  of  man,  and  tno  love 
of  woman.  It  is  the  alpha  and  omega  of  all 
hnman  dedres.  Season  and  Justice  are  impo- 
tent when  opposed  to  the  magic  power  of  gold. 

"  put*  dn  with  aoU, 
And  iht  atFonf  Iuih  ot  JntU«  harUHi  brukij 
ClDttu  It  In  n0^  >  pigm  j*>  ttim*  dotb  plnM  IL' 

Mr,  Cuamso  roae  in  opporition  to  the  repeal 
of  tbe  bankrupt  law.  It  ahocM  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  force,  and  be  farther  tested  by  public 
Judgment.  Instead  of  a  hasty  and  preoipitete 
action,  he  thought  the  pnblio  interests  would 
be  better  promoted  by  modifying  Oie  law,  so 
as  to  exclude  voluntary  applicants  for  its  l>ene- 
fita,  and  to  include  oorporaticOiB  issuing  pi^r 
for  circulation.  Let  it  be  modified  to  snit  the 
views  of  gen^emen,  but  not  wantonly  demol- 
idled. 

It  waa  tme  that  there  were  objections  to  tbe 
act  in  the  first  place ;  yet  theae  had  been  either 
extenvated,  or  nad  lost  their  force.  The  main 
objection  to  tbe  paaaage  of  the  law  was,  that 
it  would  operate  on  contracts  made,  ud  wonld 
thns  aflbct  vested  rights.  Now,  this  oljeotion 
applied  with  eqnal  force  to  tbe  repeal  of  the 
measure  as  proposed  in  tJie  present  bill,  ainoe 
many  entarpriaea  bad  been  entered  into  by  tnen 
acting  in  reference  to  its  oontlnuanoe. 

Tbe  Bonae  adjourned. 


IH  BEXATS. 

Thubbdat,  December  3S. 
QuintvpU  7Vm^. 

Mr.  Bkhtok  aubmitted  tbe  following  resoln- 
ttoD,  which,  nnder  the  mlea,  liee  one  day  on 
tbe  table,  vii : 

Stmtvtd,  That,  in  addition  to  eoptrs  of  all  the 
correipondence  with  and  fVom  all  our  minliteia 
abroad  in  relation  to  tbe  qiuntnple  treaty,  tbe  Free- 
ident  be  reqowted  to  cominnniBBte  to  tbe  Saaale 
(bo  far  as  it  may  be  eompatlbla  with  the  pnbUo  tn- 
(ereat)  all  locb  coirespondeDee  In  relatioQ  to  the 
treaty  vith  Great  Britain. 


nOUBB  OV  BBfSJESHVTATXVU. 

TinsDAT,  January  S,  18U. 
General  JaelomCt  IKnt. 
Mr.  BowNX  offered  a  reeolation  on  thia  snb- 
Jeot,  aa  folio wa : 

Raal^td,  That  tbe  Conwlttee  on  the  Ja^eJair 
be  Instiiicted  to  report,  on  Thuiaday  next,  tba  Ui- 
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[The  bill  was  that  totrodaced  bj  Ur.  Lncs,  in 
the  Senate,  on  the  10th  Hard),  1842,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  proper  acconntiiig  officers  of  the 
TreasnrjrDepattmeDtbedirectedtoasoert^the 
amoant  of  the  penalty  for  dunages  Awarded  Ii  j 
the  district  Indge  of  the  United  States  at  Hew 
Orleanfi,  in  the  year  181S,  against  Hf^or-Qeneral 
Andrew  Jackson,  then  comcnander-in-ohief  of 
that  district,  for  official  acta  in  that  capacitj, 
and  paiA  bj  him  at  that  time ;  and  that  the  snms 
paid,  with  interest  Bt  S  per  cent,  per  anntun, 
tN  paid  to  Mq}or-General  Andrew  Jackson,  ont 


of  any  nioner  in  the  treaeary  not  otherwise 
appnqtriated.] 

Mr.  Bown  moved  the  previoiu  qaestion  on 
the  odoptioti  ctf  faia  reaolatuHi, 

The  Spkuow  pnt  the  qneation,  and  the 
motitm  wu  negatived. 

Tht  Bembrtft  Laa. 
Ur.  EvEBKTT  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 
The  Bpkaxib  annonnoed  the  order  of  the 


day  to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  M.ABBBXIJ.  said  he  was  woniea  br  t' 

experience  of  last  night,  that  personal  deoQ 


wonld  prevent  bim  from  proceeding,  as  he 
conld  have  wished,  for  the  snort  time  the  roles 
of  the  HoQse  allowed  him.  He  should,  there- 
fore, yield  the  floor  to  any  gentleman  who 
wished  to  address  the  Hoase  on  the  snlject 
He  was  perfectly  sore,  be  added,  that  the  state 
of  his  health  would  not  enable  liim  to  proceed 
u  he  wished. 

Mr.  UiLTOir  Baowir  said  bis  simple  and  sole 
oltject  in  now  rising  to  address  the  Hoose,  was 
to  ei9  something  in  regard  to  the  reasons  wliich 
would  indace  bim  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of 
the  baoknipt  law.  Ho  voted  f(»  that  Law 
(vlginally,  onder  the  impression  that  his  con- 
■titomts  desired  him  to  do  so ;  and,  having  no 
infbrroaUon  that  they  desired  its  repeal,  he 
voted  ag^nst  that  meosare  at  the  last  session ; 
and,  parsning  the  some  conise,  be  shoold,  for 
Wronger  reasons,  vote  sg^nst  it  now, 


derstood  and  more  misrepresented  than  this. 
OtfJeotJons  have  been  nrsed  ag^nst  it,  that,  he 
Tentared  to  say,  had  seldom  originated  in  the 
law  itself  bnt  in  the  representations  of  those 
who  raised  the  oljeotions.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
pose (Mr.  B.  said)  to  give  this  qoeetion  a  party 
tnm ;  on  the  contrary,  it  wot  his  intention  to 
discuss  it  in  connection  with  the  opinions  of  both 
the  political  parties  of  the  country.  It  wonld 
be  borne  in  mind  that,  before  the  Isat  presi- 
dential election,  the  passage  of  a  bankmpt  law 
was  advocated  by  gentlemen  of  both  political 
partJes ;  and  even  now  It  would  be  fonnd  that 
there  were  very  few  who  object  to  snch  a 
OKh  tb<,  .,._.  . 
B  were  ob- 


noziooa  features  in  the  law  wUch  sot  <nij 
ought  to  be  repealed,  bnt  that  the  Uw  ibdf 
sfioidd  be  repealed.  It  was  worthyof  obtcm' 
tion,  that  the  clause  in  the  oonititiEtioii  vliiA 
gave  to  Congress  the  power,  and  the  coIjmi- 
er,  of  pasung  a  hankropt  law,  was  adofUd  lij 
nine  States  to  one.  At  that  time  a  lug«  m 
Jority  of  all  parties  ooocarrad  in  the  belief  M 
ft  was  a  wise  provirion,  and  should  be  Hqm- 
esced  in  by  Congress. 

To  show  that  both  parties,  previoai  to  tbe 
last  presidential  election,  ooncnntd  in  ths  [xa- 
priety  of  passing  a  bankmpt  law,  ho  ibwU 
refer  to  tbe  fact  that  there  were  t>a  tnlii  » 
ported  in  the  Senat^  at  the  same  tiiut,  km 
the  two  political  parties  ia  that  bodj ;  ttdi 
profesung  to  be  the  plan  of  the  party  who  re- 
ported it. 

But  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  provinaii  <f 
this  bill,  and  the  reasons  ^ven  tor  it*  npd. 
Those  reasons  had  all  tamed  on  its  retn^ 
tive  operations.  And  what  did  gentlemen  im- 
pose I  To  let  all  its  retroepective  fatin 
stand,  and  to  repeal  Its  projective  fuOra, 
which  every  gentleman  on  that  ioot  pralHid 
to  believe  was  right.  There  were  twomn 
to  be  token  of  the  operation  of  tb^  biQ;  kA, 
its  operoUon  as  beneficial  to  the  debtos^  iti, 
secondly,  its  operation  aa  affecting  cKJiun 
In  the  discnssion  of  this  bill,  at  the  lune  of  ia 
pasaaffe,  he  expressed  bis  apprehenaoalhii  il 
woulu  at  first  oe  misapprehNided  and  miim- 
derstood  by  the  country ;  but  that  if  il  ooU 
withstand  the  first  sho<i,  it  wonld  be^ 
by  the  people ;  and  he  now  deemed  it  not 
unwise  and  impolitic  to  sweep  off  thaii^ 
all  agreed  was  wise  and  conslitntioosL  T^I 
was  this!  Was  It  becaUBo,  in  the  d«iB  6« 
poUtJcaJ.  effect,  a  storm  hod  been  raiseil  i^ba 
one  part  of  the  law  which  it  was  too  lilc  Ut' 
pea],  that  thst  storm  had  been  tamed  uiiH 
that  part  which  was  nnobjectionable  ?  Im 
admitted  that  this  law,  in  its  prospecliro  i\e- 
ation,  was  calculated  to  do  eood  by  preieUoi 
fraudulent  conveyances  and  dishonest  prfs- 
enoes.  One  of  the  greatest  evils  abmti  in  i^ 
laud,  was  the  liberty  of  the  debtor  to  prefer « 
creditor  to  another.  Not  tiiat  hwtA  prrf^ 
ence  which  the  law  deugned ;  bnt  a  prtntm 
in  favor  of  a  member  of  the  debtor's  IsnQ 
-^perhaps  a  son,  a  brother,  or  a  father,  ipit' 
this  law  was  calculated  to  operate  U-ntrnjio 
the  morality  of  the  countrr  in  an  anotlicr  pent 
of  view.  It  was  calculated  to  indnce  tha  delM 
to  rave  up  allbehadjiuconRderatioaofgcttag 
a  discharge  from  all  his  debts.  What  «*>  I* 
effect  now  I  A  man  might  be  in  fiuBii(^ 
cumstancea,  with  a  wife  and  chSdren  d*?* 
ent  upon  his  exertions ;  or,  by  a  ctrole  a  «- 
verse  fortune,  nearly  every  thing  mi^t  be  if  J 
aw»  from  hmi,  and  from  those  who  rtn» 
pendent  on  hiin ;  and,  in  snob  circniDsttnMi 
there  was  strong  temptation  whidi  i^ 
natnre  could  not  Sways  withstand,  to  wUm* 
something  in  the  hands  of  afHenaJhrhisiw 
and  ohildren.    It  was  wrong,  but  be  eacfeo'' 
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hen  vu  stroDg  niildgslJOD  la  conalderatloii 
)f  what  a  nun  must  ted  who  had  a  wife  and 
^□dren  depeiulent  on  him.  In  these  two 
wints  or  view,  then,  it  waa  ealoolated  to  bene- 
it  the  moral!  of  uie  emxatrj,  bj  catting  off 
ireferencee,  and  ladnoing  the  debtor  to  give  up 
■.Terr  thing  he  had,  in  conaideration  tnat  he 
hoold  then  have  the  li^  to  go  free.  Bnt  It 
rae  cdoalated,  in  ita  proapeotive  operation,  to 
irotect  a  large  olais  of  orMiton  trvta  the  con- 
ling  and  artince  of  the  ftw ;  tor  a  man  might 
taod  br  and  see  a  debtor  overbading  nndl 
while  the  man  of  the  creditor!  knew  nothing 
if  what  wu  gdng  on)  a  deed  of  tniBt  was  exe- 
nted,  and  all  his  effects  were  awept  from  the 
nass  of  hla  credltora  into  the  hands  of  one  who 
food  b7  and  saw  his  overtrading.  Thli  law, 
LOwever,  stepped  in,  and  said,  joa  ehall  have 
lo  private  and  confldenUal  Telations  with  the 
[ebtor,  if  misfortnne  overtakes  him,  hot  aU 
reditors  shall  share  alike.  Vaa  not  thla,  then, 
alculated  to  proteot  the  man  of  the  oreffitors 
rom  nnlawfol  and  unhallowed  preferen 

Vonld  tbej  not  believe,  tlien,  If  tUa  featnt 

he  law  was  nnderstood,  that  the  people  wonld 
eel  it  to  betheirlotereat  to  preserve  it  f  And 
id  thev  not  also  believe  that,  If  it  was  pro- 
erred,  It  would  cat  off  a  most  frattfol  source 
if  litigation,  with  which  the  conntrj  was  flood- 
d  t  Go  Into  their  courts  of  justice,  and  the 
aoKt  fhiltfiil  source  of  litigation  would  be  seen 
o  he  In  questions  of  preference,  deeds  of  trnst, 
nd  mortgages ;  and  alter  exbanstinK  the  prop- 
rty,  it  pernapa  fell  into  the  bands  of  that 
redltor  who  waa  the  least  of  aD  entitled  to  it 
t  not  onlj  did  tbin,  but  It  produced  a  most 
raitfnl  crop  of  peijuries ;  and  if  they  dedred  to 
ut  off  the  inducement  to  that  class  of  crimes, 
t  mnst  be  b^  adberenoe  to  a  rimple  and  eqnlt- 
Me  proceeding  in  tiie  dtviaion  of  property,  and 
he  cutting  off  that  source  of  litigation  which, 
a  its  operation,  caiued  a  thousand  (tands 
rhero  but  one  would  exist  under  this  law, 

Mr.  WxLLBB  rose,  and  said  that  he  was  op- 
■osed  to  the  enactmeot  of  the  present  bankrupt 
iw,  because  he  deemed  It  to  be  a  violation  of 
be  constltulton,  which  he  had  sworn  to  mp- 
ort.  He  did  not  And  In  that  Instrumoit  any 
rower  given  to  Oongiess  to  enact  laws  f^vtng 
0  iadividnals  the  power  to  vldate  their  oon- 
racts.  ne  held  that  Oongress  coold  exerdse 
10  powers  but  those  expressly  del^^ted.  If 
he  power  to  pasa  a  general  bankrupt  law  could 
«  exerdsed  withont  maktng  the  law  retro- 
pective,  he  should  have  no  oljjection  to  vote 
or  such  a  measure. 

The  present  bankrupt  law  was  passed  at  the 
iitra  smsloD,  onder  pecnllar  cireumstanoea. 
)n  one  day,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a 
Dijority  of  eleven  votes.  The  next  day  the 
notion  was  reconsidered— Qie  majority  having  | 
letermined,  when  the  wine  flowed  freely  the  ' 
light  before,  to  change tbeirdetenninatira.  It 
vas  found  neoessair  to  the  passage  of  another 
>ill— the  land  dlrtribntion  bill— that  this  hank- 
■npt  measure  should  be  carried  tlirongb.    The  I 


whole  l^iilation  of  the  extra  session  was  ao- 
oompUshed  by  contraot.  Now  that  the  land 
bill  had  been  waotioatly  repealed,  those  who 
vote  for  the  bankrrqtt  law,  in  order  to  secure 
ita  paasage,  were  calling  for  a  repeal  of  that 
measwe  likewise.  The  cry  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  lav  was  general,  and  he  presumed 
no  me  would  have  the  independenoe  to  stand 
up  on  that  floor  and  say  that  the  popular  voice 
was  not  In  favor  of  an  eariy  repeal.  Indeed,  It 
had  been  pret^  ^erally  admitted  by  all  who 
spoke,  that  pnoho  sentiment  was  against  the 
law.  Let  Oongress,  then,  act  in  accordanoe 
with  the  wtahei  of  the  people.  The  advooatee 
of  the  taw  seemed  to  ocmoede  its  unpopularity ; 
yet  they  contended  that  the  people  were  igno- 
rant, and  did  not  uiderstBud  the  principles  of 
theUwl 

He  then  wnt  on  to  argne  that  a  properly 
digested  hankmpt  law,  pro^wotive  in  ita  ohu^ 
■oter,  and  indnding  oorporations  within  ita 
pfovisionB,  wonld  be  beneflidaL  He  admitbttd 
that  the  FMoal  <^  the  present  law  wonld  be 
attoided  with  some  hardbUpa ;  that  the  deola- 
rntion  of  some  men  to  be  bankrupt  neceasarily 
brought  on  others ;  and  that  the  contlnuanoe 
of  the  law  n^ght  be  prodnotive  of  some  advan- 
tages ;  yet,  believing  the  measnre  to  be  nncon- 
stitational,  he  was  boond  to  vote  for  Its  repeal 

waa  a  paramonnt  duty  which  he  owed  to  the 
eonttitntion  he  had  sworn  to  support,  to  adxe 
the  first  mqkortnnltr  to  wipe  it  from  tbestatnte- 
book.  He  held  uiat  thlB  coarse  should  be 
adopted  by  all  who  were  convinced  of  the 
tmconstitutionalily  of  the  measure,  no  matter 
how  weQ  they  might  be  convinced  of  Its  ad- 


aaid  the  bankrapt  bill  was  passed 
at  the  tJme  the  ooontry  iras  In  a  st^e  of  extra- 
ordinary exdtement  arising  from  revolsions  in 
oommerce,  embarrassments  In  trade,  the  de- 
rangement of  the  currency,  and  the  desolation 
ana  ruin  spread  over  the  land  from  the  extiav- 


In  ita  present  cnconstitntlcaial  and  ot|jectionahle 
term,  in  which  the  righta  of  creditors  were  to- 
tally disregarded,  and  the  oUIgaticm  of  o 


tracts  violated,  by  the  moat  powerful  and 
doqnent  appeals  to  the  pasdoos,  by  which 
reason  was  dethroned,  ana  sympathy  snbati- 
tuted  for  Judgment  The  prominent  constita- 
tional  otjeotions  then  nigea  agalnat  the  bank- 
rupt law,  were,  that  it  was  not  end)  a  bankrupt 
law  as  was  snthorized  bj  the  consUtntion,  Inaa- 
mnob  as  it  was  retrospective  in  its  operation, 
and  violated  existiiig  contracts ;  that  this  part 
of  the  law  came  within  the  spirit,  if  not  within 
the  express  letter,  of  Qie  imMUtion  against 
the  panege  of  ee  pott  fa«t»  laws ;  that  It  waa 
voluntaiT,  and  the  prooeedinp  might  be  oom- 
mwoed  by  the  debtor,  without  the  actual  assent 
or  oonourrence  of  the  creditors,  or  any  part  of 
them ;  and  that  it  extended  to  all  persons,  in- 
stead of  being  confined  in  its  operatiDnB  to 
traders.    It  was  also  orged  that  um  law  wai 
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iDcxpedient;  that  Itbeld  ont  temptstiona  for 
fhkaa  and  perimy;  destrojed  oonfidence  be- 
tween man  and  nun ;  and  that,  while  it  held 
out  relief  to  the  mifortnnato,  impradent,  or 
profligate,  it  oarried  desolation  to  the  homes 
of  the  indnBtrioDB,  prudent,  eoononilca),  and 
unbstantial  part  of  the  comninDity.  In  rain  it 
WHS  urged  that  tt  would  be  better  to  allow  the 
iinfortnnat«  to  resort  to  the  State  insolTent 
laws,  and  to  a  compromise  with  eredlttxi — 
which  1h  seldom  rehwd  to  men  who  make  a 
fidr  expose  of  tbeiri^iiTS— than  to  aflbrd  thnn 
relief,  Dj  infliotlng  on  the  commimitj  evila  of 
mcb  magnitade  and  danger  as  woold  resolt 
from  an  nnoonatitational  and  badly  organind 
bankmpt  law ;  that  it  was  better  even  that  in- 
diridntua  ahonld  saStw  the  oonBeqoenoe  oi  their 
own  eztraTaganoe,  fidlf,  or  imprndenee,  than 
that  tb»  oonatitotion  ihonld  be  trampled  npon, 
and  the  righta  of  the  oiUiens  Tiolat«d,  to  ao- 
oorapllih  Oke  relief  which  the  bankrupt  law 
was  intended  toafford.  The  bankrnpt  law  was 
poiaed;  and  experienoe  baa  shown  tbe  eriU 

retoltJug  th>m  it :  and,  lo&raaloan  "- 

(^ioDj  the  people  call  tor  its  repeal, 
been  aaid  that  a  bonknipt  law  waa  absolntelj 
asMntinl  to  the  proiperi^  of  a  onuneroial 
eonntrjr.  This  ia  not  warranted  hj  the  pott 
experience  of  onr  own  oonatrj'.  For  a  pwiod 
(tf  near  fortj  years  between  the  repeal  of  the 
first  and  the  passage  of  the  second  bonknipt 
law,  this  conntry  had  enjoyed  an  nnezampled 
state  of  proipcaity,.  Hsr  oommeroe  whitened 
every  sea,  and  the  enterprise  <rf  her  dUzens 
penetrated  the  moat  remote  climes.  No  nation 
of  the  same  popnlatlon  had,  daring  that  time^ 
advanced  to  prosperity  and  greatness  withnore 
rapid  stride^  or  whose  oommerdal  tronaaotionB 
were  mon  extensive  or  various  ;  yet  oU  tUs 
was  acoompliahed  withottt  a  baurapt  law; 
and  the  unfortunatA  found  reHef  in  a  oompro- 
mise  with  creditors,  or  the  State  insolvont 
laws. 

We  have  had,  rinoe  the  organization  of  the 
Government,  two  bankrupt  laws:  the  first 
baakntpt  law,  passed  soon  after  the  formation 
of  the  Government,  was  a  r«^ar  oonatitDtaonal 
English  bankrnpt  low,  and  was  oonBned  in  its 
opwation  to  traders.  It  was  severe  In  its  pro- 
TiiIoDSi  and  ooerdve  in  its  character.  It  was 
made  in  conformity  with  the  oonslitntion,  and 
In  the  spirit  and  poUoy  of  a  bankrupt  law  which 
in  ita  origin  and  formation  was  intended  to  af- 
ford to  credit<»s  ameansof  relief  against  frmd- 
nlent  or  de&nlting  debtors,  by  ooeroinK  flie 
debtor,  in  the  oommiadon  of  an  act  of  bonk- 
roptOT.  to  driver  up  aQ  his  estate  for  the  ben- 
efit of  iiiscredtt<m;  and  in  Ita  improved  organ- 
ization, it  extended  relief  to  unfortunate  trader^ 
OB  such  persons  were  liable,  titan  otmtingenoies 
ag^st  wbtdi  human  prudence  ooold  not  gnord, 
to  sudden  losses  and  misfortunes.  Bat  it  was 
never  intended  by  the  bankrnpt  law  to  extend 
to  oil  persons  relief  trtaa  the  efibota  of  thrir 
own  voluntary  Imprudence  or  extravamnoe,  to 
anoonrage  the  caitnotbg  of  debta  and  obU^ 


tions,  wiliiout  the  means  of  psfsmt « to- 
forming  them.  This  fint  bubnpt  liv  vn 
severe  and  searching  in  ita  pnmBou,  udra 
calcnlatAd  to  secure  erediiof^  sod  iwb  iit 
frnndolen^  nevertholnan.  ItbscaBwnDpgNlu; 
and,  altJund  it  was  limited  in  iti  dnnlua  W 
five  year%  It  was  repealed  in  Imi  tki  ttnt 
rears.  In  obedience  to  the  voice  of  tbe  fta/k, 
loudly  aipreased  in  all  puts  <rf  tiw  comti;, 

We  have  reoenHy  bad  the  eqsriBMofi 
bankrupt  law  <rf  a  difibient  deMtn&n-i  itt 
which  woa  ao  framed,  that  the  debLr  cMU,oi 
his  own  ap^caUon,  be  disobstged  &m  iait 
UMm  without  the  aasent  of  hu  cn£tt^  id 
in  obscdnte  violation  i>f  their  ri^ts,  ml  la 
own  contract,  stdenmly  andvtduOuilf  oM 
into;  and a<AwithataiMing  ita odvMitvakU 
with  so  much  «rtthn«iftmi,  it  has  ioflidtd  a 
juricfl  oa.  the  conntry  inccmpairijj  gmt 
than  any  benefita  it  has  ctmleiTed;  tUM, 
in  the  short  space  (tf  coe  jssr,  ila  i^  i 
londly  eallad  for  from  all  paitsof  aunUf' 
extended  oonntry.  Tbm  both  upcriaaa 
have  failed;  and  it  must  be  nuufeatlluliii 
difflonltiesof  making  a  bankn^  liwvlikli 
calculated  to  prevent  fraud,  while  H  idm 
from  oppression,  are  almost  insormoiaiiUt 
In  England,  Arom  the  first  formalioB  rfi  bci 
mpt  W,  under  Henry  VllI^  to  the  pnau 
time,  there  have  been  constant  and  npM 
efibrts  to  improve  the  bankrnpt  In.  liBt 
fq>peBn  to  bave  been  a  conflict  betna  ^ 
LeKislatoreand  those  disposed  tooamB^ini 
under  tlie  law-^e  one  pssnog  W'^ 
aMlnst  practioeeof  afrandutent  dynK; » 
t£e  othM-  seeking  to  elnde  them,  lb  ku 
rnpl  law  waa  revised  in  the  roga  of  Owp 
IV. ;  improved  in  the  niign  of  ViIIsbIi-- 
and  Qneen  Victoria  has  isssed  a  nuiiiniw'' 
inqnire  into  the  maasnrea  necissaiT ^^f'^ 
the  bankrnpt  law.  So  woducUvaeflMal 
iniquity  have  been  the  Xn^idi  banknptkR 
that  some  of  her  best  statesmai  and  jnitt' 
and  among  the  rest,  Lord  Eldon—hanlBW 
their exietcooe.  AndberelstmeoloBn,!* 
Mia  great  oljeotion  to  the  lettatka  gf  p 
involuntary  portion  of  Um  boDkropt  b*  ivW 
peraona  disposed  to  act  bsuduleBtlj,  idW  *• 
ranging  tiieir  afioiis  to  anit  tlmr  fapMi* 
tain  Bona  friend  to  eonunenea  pm"^ 
agafaist  them— tt>parently  hostikbDl  in  nw 
to  aid  the  bankrupt  fraadnkntly  to  cUsii 
om  hla  craditMB ;  and  the  dw  > 
thte  frond  in  the  English  law,  wlueh  doM  ■< 
exist  in  the  law  (and  wlueh  ittsnotpn^ 
will  be  incOTpcnted  into  its  pmnwiuj'' 
under  oonsideralion,  is  a  provisMB  nq"^' 
laq^  part  <^tbeenditora— I  belienfovW 
of  all  the  creditors  «tf  the  bankrapt-ua* 
in  vrriting  to  his  dischargeh 

An  oUection  baa  beui  urged  in  ihii  «w* 
against  the  twpeal  of  Um  KlLcf  as  tcn^ 
dTnary  character.  It  isaud  that  tb*l>ai" 
discharged  many  persons  frcB  their  oite  M 
that,  by  so  dirfng,  it  baa  sw^*  ■»*  1**2 
of  solvent  debt^  and  ptacad  ftaa  »■■* 
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S  buiknipto7;  and  it  Is  ni^ed  tfait  theUw 
honld  b«  oontiinied  tat  the&  reUef.  It  jdxj 
«  KcoUeotod  thrt  tbia  waa  one  of  the  &tal 
wnlta  wVub  wm  pt«(Uet«d  from  tho  pMMge 
f  the  bill.  It  wu  then  wiA,  Ton  prqxwe  re- 
ief  bj  rdeaang  oo«  part  of'fbe  oommnnitjr 
rom  their  defato  and  oUlgatkiiii,  and  bj  de- 
iriTins  another  portion  of  the  oommnnitr  of 
beir  rigfata  and  prwertr ;  7on  propoaa  to  re- 
ave the  insolTenta,  07  bannnptuig  their  cred- 
an — to  benefit  one  part  of  looie^  by  rnUtlng 
he  other  part ;  and  here  ia  an  arginnant  baaed 
pon  tbe  aaoprtion  that  all  tbaae  renilta  have 
een  fdly  rerified.  If  this  argmnant  prevul^ 
tie  bankrupt  law  most  be  perpetual,  beoanaeit 
rill  be  continiiallf  prodndi^  tbe  aame  ^Eteta; 
nd  if  it  has  made  bankivnts  by  Ua  paat  c^w»- 
ion,  what  will  prereiit  ue  l&e  eaneea  from 
rododog  like  dbeta  by  ita  futore  operatioiit 

1  it  not  better  to  eheolc  the  evil  by  tmiaedi- 
tbU  Un,  therein  resUoIng  oon- 

>  ttie  conunnnity  that  those  who  oontraot 
bligationa  nraat  perform  them,  and  Vbak  thou 
rho  conflda  thdr  proper^  on  tlM  fUth  of  oon- 
racts  shall  have  uie  legal  means  of  enforcing 

The  Honae  a^oiuned. 


TsDinsDAT,  January  4. 
Warthoudng  SyOcm. 
Mr.  Wbisht  laid  th^  aome  daya  ago  he  pre- 
ented  a  memorial  from  tbe  Ohambar  of  Com- 
oeroe  of  New  Tork  city,  on  the  Mtlijeot  of  the 
rareboaring  ayitem,  and  pnqxiaed  to  refer  it 
0  the  Committee  00  Unaooe;  and  that  moUtm, 
t  tbe  Mlidtatiou  c^  tbe  Senator  from  Oonneo- 
iont,  and  by  bia  consent,  waa  poatponed  until 


\3a» 


[neHtioQ  of  rebranoe.  Tbe  proportion  to  re- 
ume  the  anttleat  had  been  delayed,  that  certain 
Senators  who  wwe  abaant  ndgfat  return  to  tb^ 
>laoea,  and  vote  on  tbe  qoeation.  He  now 
noved  to  take  up  the  memorial,  with  a  view 
to  ita  reforenoe.  He  would  metiely  make  tbe 
notion,  for  be  did  not  deaira  to  ooanpy  the  at- 
«ntioa  of  the  Senate,  nnder  the  ooavlotiixi  of 
[lis  own  mind  that  the  warehooaing  ayatem, 
iiowevw  arranged,  most  be^  in  tbe  bnaiiieai  of 
[^ongrma,  a  finaodal  aystam,  and  not  one  of 
rammerdal  regolatioD.  He  waa  oonfideait  that 
if  Senators  had  read  the  meanorial,  Uiey  woold 
■gree  with  him  that  the  mcmcarialisto  viewed 
the  qnaation  a*  one  of  flnanna^  and  irhioh  only 
ioddentally  affected  the  oonunecoe  of  the 
Mnntry. 

Ifr.  HDiRTXftioit  said  that  the  motion  to  refer 
this  memorial,  whidi  waa  made  aome  days 
tinea,  was  postpooed,  at  his  reqtKSt,  with  a 
view  to  examine  the  memorial  in  oonneotion 
with  tbe  prqKised  reDvesoe,  for  the  pnipoae 


of  enabling  him  to  see  whether  there  was  any 
thing  in  it  that,  with  propriety,  might  he  made 
a  subject  of  reference  to  the  Ocnaimlttee  on 
Finance.  The  penualbyhiinof  the  document, 
so  Aur  from  changing  his  opinioa  expressed  to 
the  Senate,  that  tbe  subject  was  primarilj  and 
principally  one  of  commercisl  r^^ation,  and 
not  of  finance,  bad  bnt  confirmed  it  It  would 
be  seen  that  the  warehonsing  systeio,  aa  argQed 
in  ibis  memoria],  was  one  principally  to  in- 
crease the  trade  of  the  country,  to  benefit  tho 
importing  interests— to  give  to  tbe  importers 
and  the  &ctor  the  benefits  that,  uudor  the  cash 

Stem  of  duties,  they  do  not  now  enjoy — 
benefits  of  such  a  credit  system  as  was  af- 
fiwded  by  means  of  dock- warrants.  Ho  con- 
tended uiat  the  otgeot  of  the  warehousing 
system,  as  stated  in  the  memoritd,  waa  to 
bnild  np  the  oommeroial  marine  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Hr.  H.  spoke  at  some  len^  upon  the  sahject 
of  the  English  warehonsmg  system,  which, 
though  it  was  charaoterized  as  a  liberal  one, 
took  care  to  carry  out  one  principle — that  of 


oooateraot  tbe  bad  effect  of  tho  present  system 
of  cash  duties,  which  gove  a  monopoly  in  trade 
to  large  cu^talists. 

Messrs,  Wsiobt  and  Kino  spoke  at  some 
length  n|>on  the  snliject,  muntomin^  that  the 
wuehonmng  system  was  one  pre-cmmenlly  of 
flnaooe— especially  so,  as  it  might  have  the 
tendency  to  withhold  from  the  treasury,  for 
the  present,  some  persona  of  the  rerenne  which 
wwe  indispensably  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
operations  of  Government.  They  ni^ued,  that, 
so  &r  aa  the  system  went  either  to  mcrease  or 
itiminiati  the  present  amount  of  revenues,  it 
waa  a  qneaticnof  finance;  and  that  it  would 
have  the  efiTect  to  diminish  them.  It  was  very 
probable.  Hiey,  therefore,  thought  there  could 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  referring  the 
memorial  to  the  Oomnuttee  on  Unance. 

Mr.  WmoBT  demanded  tbe  yeaa  and  naya  on 
the  qnesUon  of  referenoe  to  ttie  Oommitteo  on 
FinaDoe,wUchwcre  ordered ;  and  the  question 
bdng  pnt,  it  was  decided  in  tho  negative— yeaa 
17,  naya  27. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  HusriRaToii,  the  memorial 
was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Oom- 
meroe. 

Tht  Ongon  Tm-rilorf. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  occupation  and 
settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  was 
taken  up. 

The  Obaib  stated  that  the  question  pending 


"fha  smendments  were  all  ccnonrred  In ;  and 
the  bill  waa  ordeied  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 
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HOUSE  or  BEFHBSENTATITBa. 

'ViDmisi.T,  Jiuatrj  4. 

Omeral  JaduonU  fiiu, 

■  St.  Bomix  again  inbmitted  the  resohition 

<m  tbis  Bubject^  wbioh  ha  offered  jesterdny,  as 

published  in  the  Globe  OongresBlonal  reports. 

Ur.  AimotD  presmned  the  principal  motiTe 
Tith  gentlemen  who  bron^t  lorward  bills  and 
resolubonB  on  this  Bubjeot,  was,  that  thej  might 
make  a  harangue  in  &Tor  of  the  Old  Hero.  He 
vonld,  therefore,  more  to  refer  the  resohiljon , 
to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Vhcda  on  iLe  st«te  ot 
the  Union,  wliu«  ttiere  was  already  a  bill 
pending  on  thia  rer^  Rabjeet 

Ifr.  Sown  did  not  mh,  on  Oiia  qoestion, 
to  trost  himself  at  all  in  making  an  answer  to . 
chafes  like  those  which  had  emanated  from 
the  member  from  Tenneasee,  (Mr.  Absolb,) 
ftrther  than  to  say.  that  genuemen  who  were 
ttte  most  readv  to  Impnte  motives  of  this  de- 
Bodption  to  otners,  are  most  apt  to  entertain 
them  themselves.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  would  most  oertaJmr  be 
Uable  to  the  objeotiooa  of  his  colleagne,  (Ur. 
Babnasd;)  for  it  would  not  be  t^ing  the 
ordinary  incipient  steps  of  legislation.  His 
resolation,  however,  did  not  conflict  with  the 
nsual  oonrse  of  legislation.  It  proposed  to  In- 
etruct  th«  Oomrailtoe  on  the  Judidary  to  bring 
in  a  bill  on  Thnrsda^  next ;  and  when  that  iiiu 
came  in,  it  would,  of  course,  take  the  ordinarj 
channel  of  legislation.  His  colleague  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  there  was  no  precedent  for 
the  resolution  he  offered.  His  recollection  in- 
formed him  tiiat  at  the  last  session  there  vos 
a  resolution  passed,  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Oommitt«e  to  report  a  given  bill,  (the  bill  to 
repeal  the  bankrupt  act;)  in  consequence  of 
wbiob,  that  oommittee  did  report  the  bill ;  aod 
it  was  in  this  way  brought  summarily  l)efore 
the  House.  His  only  desire  (Ur.  B.  scud)  was 
to  have  this  bill — which  he  deemed  the  best 
one — brought  at  onc^  1>efore  the  House,  so  that 
there  might  be  a  cli&nco  of  acting  on  it  at  the 
present  aeadon.  It  mnst  be  remembered  tliat 
more  tiiui  one-third  of  the  session  was  already 
gone ;  and  therefore,  if  they  expected  to  pass 
a  !^  on  this  saljject  at  the  present  session,  it 
most  be  brought  speedily  beibre  the  House, 

Ur.  Bassaxd  uen  oflered  the  following 
amendment  ; 

To  report  to  the  Houses  with  mil  canvenlent 
dcspatoh,  the  principal  and  material  &ctt^in  teU- 
tion  to  the  fine  impMed  on  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son »t  New  Orleans  bj  Jadge  Hill,  and  the  opinion 
of  said  committee  apon  tlie  mateiul  questions  of 
h«  involved  In  the  Impodtlon  of  such  fine,  and 
the  acta  leading  thereto. 

Ur.  BowNB  remarked,  tbat,  abonld  ttte  oonrse 
propoAd  hj  his  tHrileagae  be  adc^ted,  the  mat- 
tor  would  stand  Jnat  vnero  It  ^d  now.  A  re- 
port had  alreadf  been  made,  acoompanying  the 
bill  which  was  r^>ortod. 

*'"  ■" Mid  it  was  many  jean  ago 


when  tlia  line  was  imposed.  Doting  tbi  k^ 
period  wbiob  had  elapsed,  the  Danocnbe  ]«tt; 
had  often  had  a  maiori^  in  Ooognti,  Md  aiit 
noeffMt  toharaueflne  rafandii.  £»> 
wished  to  lielp  to  do  that  whish  thr  tui  ha 
too  modest  to  bring  about  nwjrvnMlini 
a  m^rity  in  the  next  Omgnia;  mimU 
presnmed  they  would  1>e  agiia  tso  nodM, 
there  was  a  Kreater  neoeai^  te  hiiiif  th 
fine  returned  oy  the  present  FtrkioadCii 
was  willing  to  retnm  the  tat,  ■wHk  ntoM; 
not  l>eeaiisBQeneral  JattooDoi^tekni^ 
not  becaose  tlio  imprisonment  of  Jnlp  U 
waaright— hot  becaoBebe  baHeredthtMtni 
of  GeneralJadw>n  to  be  pare.  Hs'viMli 
do  that  which  the  fHends  <tf  Iba  Q<Mnli<rii 
not  themselvea  do  br  Hieir  dntt  fitwM 
the  otanmittee  to  report  the  bela,  md  bitki 
that  oenanre  of  Judge  Hall  was  nrtiiqliti 

The  Smhmpt  Ja*. 

UrEvzanrodled  np the otden of  ttalf 
—the  bill  to  repeal  the  Mnkniptl«r. 

Ur.  PioKcn  voit  an  to  atgne  uniK  M 
principle  of  vtdnntery  banlcnptcf  ia  ft*  piM 
Uw.  HeknewthattthadbecBHidartila 
waa  bat  little  difibretice  between  sa  fasta 
law  and  a  bonkrapt  Uw,  and  tba  opwa  tf  ik 
Attomej-^eneral  had  beendnoinoMMtrf 
this  assumption ;  bnt  Ur.  P.  oaataud  lU 
there  waa  a  broad  distiiwtioo  betiM  tin 
The  insolvent  law  waa  intended  (ir  flt  ba^ 
ofthe  debtor;  while  the  bankn]ptlw»'>>- 
tended  for  the  benafitof  thectwdittr,uJ» 
provide  that  the  assets  of  his  AOiuMix 
paid  over  for  his  use.  Now,  when  i*^" 
law  contained  within  it  the  votantiijpiof" 
of  bankmptoy,  allowing  Qte  debteratbitH 
to  relieve  himself  ttom  hU  obfinliMiUl" 
creditors,  it  was  nothing  bnt  n  iaHhNt  ■* 
and,  therefore,  entirely  ont  trf  the  mimt* 
in  the  01      """ 


would,  therefore,  make  the  aot,  if  he  )»■  f 
at  oil,  in  strict  ramfbrmity  with  (1m  w^m 
of  baokniptc^,  as- it  was  undersUod*" 
time  the  provision  on  the  sal)}eet  v«  ws* 
in  the  constitnUon :  the  meanliig  rf  ** 
mptoj,  as  laid  down  in  Bladstoast  ***^^ 
the  one  that  he  sbonld  be  ll<»*"™"*^v* 
tlionght  that  tiie  present  law  wai  wm^ 
tion^;  beoanseltclecriyinterfaedwitkcDjni 
oontraots,  and  waa  clearly  an  si  P^fi^^ 
and  he  held  that  gendunen  no  "^^'"^ 
were  bound  to  argue  aiat  OooffWi M '"P 
to  interfere  with  oontnuta,  and  »»^  ' 
pottfausUtlKw.  In&ot,agBBam«»»w'" 
session  did  take  Euchgnmnds;  sod""!* 
hU  argnment  I  Why,  that  OongrMi  «•!*  » 
Uwfere  vriti  contracts,  beoanselta  pw*?; 
pndiiUtcd  to  the  Btates.  mswMspw" 
soleotrao,  and  an  ammmtt  he  aewr  h[«^ 
to  hare  heard.    Helwd  thoq^  thtf  ^ 

a  GoTcmmcnt  of  United  powet^  ■«  "2- 
witHn  the  provirfona  rf  a  wriBM  e««™* 
Bnt,  If  moh  doctrines  vrmtOti,  itiraM^ 
within  the  povR  of  the  Fsc' 
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til  the  eontraoti  within  tlie  eonntrr,  all  the  ro- 
Istions  b«twMii  debtor  and  oredltor,  and  iwarlj 
ili  the  trBBflaotiona  of  private  life.  Were  nu- 
tleroen  aware  of  the  tremendou  pow«n  tiu? 
daimed  fiv  the  Federal  Ooreminent,  bf  adopt- 
ing moll  an  arBunMiit  at  tliitl  Credit  and 
Bonfldrace  between  man  and  maavoold  be 
brokennp.  Nomanwooldtnuthiendghbor; 
tndall  biidiMMWfMddbedeitrojedfifitBhoidd 
be  dedded  that  the  Fedoal  GoTermnent  eoold 
step  in  and  interftre  with  eontraoti^  relearinc 
the  debtor  from  the  oUigaliona  he  had  entered 
iitto,  and  thereby  depriving  the  creditor  of  a 
portioB  of  hlB  propertf,  U  gentlemen  took  It 
oo  thla  gronno,  iaty  were  oompelled  to  take 
.1 tdiatthia  Government  can  tnter- 


Margan 
teirith 


itraeta.  and  pa«  n  vott/aeto  laws. 
powM  that  wonld  shake  the  Terj 


FoimdatiimiofdTUixedeooie^;  and,  of  oonrse, 
It  was  not  granted  to  this  GovemmeDt  hj  the 
irnmers  of  the  oonstitation.  It  was  on  this 
ground  prindpall^  tliat  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
repari  of  dw  law.  It  had  been  ai^ed  that  It 
ihonld  be  retained,  beoanse  all  the  ham  that 
Donld  be  doae  nnder  it  bad  been  done  alreadf, 
and  that  there  ware  nnmbcsa  who,  baring  be«t 
driven  into  baaknq>toj' tnr  it,  were  now,  u  Jna- 
tioe,  entitled  to  ito  benefits,  Hnoh  bad  been 
ssid  to  Bxoite  the  eommiseration  of  the  Honse 
for  this  ohwB  of  nnfortonato  persons.  Thongh 
be  lored  the  attribate  of  ntercj,  he  was  stiU 
boond  to  do  Jostioe.  He  woold  not  do  evil 
that  good  m^t  follow.  He  was  for  doing 
Bqoal  and  azaot  Jnatdoe  to  all,  and  would  not, 


Donatrr.  Hr.  P.  next  went  taito  an  „ 
uainst  the  propoeiUcai  (tf  the  Mntleman  ftam 
New  Yoric,  to  hidade  banks  and  othmoorpora- 
tiona  in  the  provistons  of  the  bankrupt  Uw. 
Be  asked  if  the  genttonan  had  reflected  on  the 
alarming  omaeqneDoea  that  would  fblkiw  the 
mcoeasfnl  tennuiation  of  his  motion.  What, 
he  asked,  wonld  be  left  to  the  States,  if  thla 
piroporition  dionld  be  carried  into  efibct? 
Iheir  chnroliea,  th^  rtHn-ia,  their  sobool 
DOrporalions,  and  private  chartmed  oompanies 
of  every  deeoriptiin,  wonld  be  awept  awaj. 
Be  was  as  mooh  oppoeed  to  banks  as  anj  gen- 
tlemaa  on  that  flonr,  and  had  assailed  them  with 
sll  the  energiea  of  which  he  waa  capable,  when 
other  grotumMi,  who  were  now  so  ready  to 
attack  tham,  qnailed  under  their  power.  He 
was  ntt«riy  and  Irreoondlably  opposed  to  them ; 
but  he  woold  not,  for  the  s^e  of  getting  at 
them,  iwe^  away  that  noble  instrnmen^  on 
whieh  oar  libertiw  reat  Look  at  Alabama, 
whose  State  Bank  is  a  part  of  her  flnanyj^l 
system.  Look  at  Sonth  Carolina,  which  waa 
lately  intenated  in  her  tnDhs.  Would  gentle- 
men have  tjieae  to  be  plaoed  at  the  meroy  of 
the  Nortliem  and  Eastern  banks,  to  ene  out 
commiasiDns  of  bankruptcy  agalnat  them,  and 
drag  than  down  to  rain  f  What  wonld  be  the 
effect  of  sneh  a  provision  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sonth  aad  Baath-weetl    Xzohangea  were  gen- 
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eraQy  aradnst  them,  and  in  favor  <^  the  North- 
em  and  fiorth-eastem  banks,  and  they  would 
be  placed  at  the  feet  of  New  Tork  and  New 
En«and.  The  providon  the  gentleman  sought 
to  Introdoce  wonld  be,  in  efisct,  a  tremendonti 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  branches  in 
tlie  North  and  East,  having  the  power  to  mia 
tlte  Southern  banks  at  their  pleasore.  Haring 
said  all  that  be  intended  to  ssy  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the  HotiBC^  he  woold  now  brieSy  tonoh  on 
the  inddental  snUect  that  had  beui  brought 
ftffward  in  the  debate. 

TaaaaDiY,  Jannary  S. 
Chnawl  JaektonU  Fuu. 

The  House  resumed  the  conrideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork, 
Qii,  Bowhe,}  directing  the  Oommlttee  of  the 
Whole  to  report  the  bill  to  refnod  tbe  fine  im- 
posed on  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  in  18IS,  to- 
gether with  an  amendment  thereto  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Bakraxd.) 

Ifr.   Gwurs^d    that   the  gentleman   AT>m 


terest,  the  fine  Imposed  o 
New  Orleans  by  Judge  I 


General  Jackson  at 
_  Hall.  The  gentleman 
also  invoked  action  on  the  bill  this  session. 
He  (Hr.  G.)  was  glad  to  bear  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  would  not  only  vote  for  the 
bill,  but  urge  early  action  upon  it.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman's  zeal  would  not  abate  nuder  the 
inflnence  of  party  drill ;  for  such  certainly  were 
not  the  feelings  or  intentions  of  his  par^  asso- 
datea  on  this  floor.  He  (Hr.  G.)  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  dominant  party  in  this  House  in- 
tended to  give  the  go-by  to  the  bill ;  sod,  for 
that  reason,  he  had  urged  Hie  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Bomra)  to  introdnoe  the  reao- 
loUcm  now  under  dlscimoD.  It  was  a  resolu- 
tion of  instractjtm,  which  ooold,  by  a  call  of 
the  yeas  and  nm,  test  the  sense  of  the  House 
whether  there  should  be  action  on  this  sul^eot 
this  seaalan  or  not  His  reason  for  believing 
tiiat  no  action  woold  be  had  on  the  bill  this 
seaaion,  was  founded  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  go-by  waa  given  to  it  at  tbe  last  seesion  of 
Oongren.  The  sut^ect  had  been  referred  to 
tiie  Judiciary  Committee  at  on  early  period  of 
the  seedon.  Before  action  could  be  had  upon 
it  in  corandttee,  a  member  from  Ohio  Qix. 
Meoiix)  bad  to  move  instructions,  by  a  reaolu- 
tion  siimlsr  to  tbe  one  now  under  coosideT*- 
tioo.  The  resolution  was  not  adopted;  bat  it 
brought  ttie  bill  out  of  committee,  and  It  waa 
refeired  to  the  Committee  (^  tiie  Whde. 
There  it  was  permitted  to  sleep  for  three 
months.  At  length,  after  every  important 
public  bin  hod  been  disposed  o^  he  (1&.  G.) 
hsd  tried,  from  d«y  to  day,  to  get  tbie  bill  up 
in  committee  for  oondderaUoa ;  but  the  m»- 
Jority  pertinadoody  re&sed  to  take  it  up. 
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ind  nif  ■■  A  mijorttr  of  tbe  members  praarait 
voted  to  make  it  the  BpeoUl  order;  bnt  not 
tvo-tiilrda,  u  required  bj  the  rnle ;  and  hia 
motion  wu  lost.  But  in  five  minnteo,  (the 
Bonaa  liaviog  reecdved  itMlf  Into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  WhtdeO  he  waa  able  to  oatch  the  chair- 
's eje^  aud  moved  to  take  np  the  Ull.  The 
nit;' OS  jreas  and  nim  that  had  existed  bnt 
n  i^ntea  bdbre^  nddenl^  vanlahed,  tImq 
the  onl/  teet  of  their  aloooi^  was  ft  vote  by 
teUws;  end  he&iled  to  get  it  off  the  table. 
Well,  rir,  how  staods  the  qneation  now  t  The 
Fre^dent  has  recommended  toOmgreesto  pass 
a  bill  refdnding  that  money  to  General  Jackson. 
Instead  of  rdwring  that  portion  of  the  MeMage 
to  tlie  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  (where  w» 
bill  of  the  last  seuion  now  is,)  It  was,  by  a 
party  vote,  referred  to  the  Jndiciary  Oomimt- 
tee.  What  bad  been  the  action  of  the  oom- 
mittee on  the  snlHect  he  had  no  means  of 
knowing.  HehaduMiiiredof&memberof  the 
oommittee,  and  learned  thatitwasin  tJiekec^ 
ing  of  a  member  now  abeeot  from  the  dty,  and 
there  waa  no  telUng  when  the  oommittee  wonld 
aot  upm  iL  nnder  ttieee  etrenmstaaoea,  the 
anl^eot  had  been  brought  before  the  Honse  in 
Kb  preeent  form,  to  asoertidn  whether  it  was 
the  wish  of  a  m^ority  to  consider  the  inbjeot 
thb  session,  or  to  ^ve  it  the  go-by,  as  was  done 
attheluL 

Ur.  GrsmBo  said  he  bad  regretted  to  per- 
orive,  in  tlie  course  of  the  conversation,  rather 
than  the  deb^  which  had  taken  ^laoe  en  this 
snt^eot,  the  least  posmble  indioations  of  any 
tendeuOT  to  refer  this  oueation  to  party  or 
personal  ctmtroverales.  He  equally  regretted 
to  peroeive  mere  techuioal  questions — he  meant 
questiona  f^ipertslning  to  legal  disputes  which 
bad  oeourrea  in  Lonisuna  at  the  time  of  thtae 
bicidants—dtat  they  should  In  like  manner  be 
dettued  material  to  the  question  whiob  oroae 
on  this  Iiill,  or  the  reaolntlon  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  Twk,  (ICr.  Bona.)  He  thoiwht 
the  question  invM^  the  Boom  to  repud^  it 
imder  on  aspect  br  more  interesUng  to  them, 
and  with  referenee  to  oousiderations  whidi  he 
should  hope  would  preolode  divirion  in  that 
House,  tmd  lead  to  tmanimity  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill.  He  could  not  but  recall  to 
miud  that  tbey  were  then  on  the  eve  of  the 
annlveraary  of  that  victory  of  Now  Orleana — 
one  of  the  greataat  eventa  in  tiie  history  of  our 
ommtry;  and  whidi  (whatever  might  be  the 
differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  personal  in- 
ddenta  in  the  event— whatever  qnestions  there 
ml^t  be  in  regard  to  the  polltictd  views  of  him 
who  was  the  hero  erf  that  day)  was  on  ev^it 
which  covers  the  name  of  our  country  with 
hnperishable  laurds;  and  he  woald  ft  were 
noarible  for  that  House  and  for  that  Oongreaa 
(If  that  bill  were  to  be  passed,  as  he  hoped  it 
would)  to  oast  aside  all  tlie  lener  conddem* 
tions  on  which  he  had  tonchcd,  to  take  np  the 
Ull  in  Oomn^ttee  of  the  Whole,  to  pass  tt,  and 
to  make  the  umiversory  of  the  victory  of  New 
Orleana  a  day  to  be  ianoHfied,  in  the  aotlon  of 


this  Hoosa,  by  a  r«atorifiod  e(  ika  nont 
of  tiiat  fine  to  Andrew  Jadaon.  [OriH  4 
"Oood.'M  AsdhelatendsdtopiciMataikt 
House  (if  they  were  ready  to  WUDOM  nd  td 
on  saoli  a  prt^odtico)  a  mettied  \ij  «UA  ih 
snlijectmi^tbeaceomplidMd:  fbrtbmvn 
many  of  them  there— It  ml^  iM  an«)ar^  rf 
that  Home— who  hod  badoecados  tomlci 
certain  of  the  admfaiistoative  acts  flf  thit  U 
vtdoaL  BntbefaadeeMedtobetUPmlM 
of  the  Uidted  Stetes  he  was  no  longwikti- 
rcotm*  (rf  the  Adndnistntioa  of  tUtoaii;- 
he  had  passed  from  the  thealze  ef  paUit  MM 
here,  to  be  a  historical  penoooM  not  cs^ii 
this  ooontry,  bnt  in  the  «y«  of  Uw  voM. 

Mr.  Anun  prooeedsd  to  esBimeat  ca  » 
marks  which  had  been  made  in  raltikBi  to  llii 
bill  not  being  a  party  meesoie,  ud  ykUA  a 
the  debates  and  proceedings  in  the  Baili  i 
the  Dieted  States^  and  in  BtatoLegUttmo,)! 
show  that  the  opponte  of  that  aaertHBia 
the  truth;  partiaulariy  refenteg  toth  ^ 
mover  on  this  snlrfect  in  tita  U^dMmi 
New  York,  (U^}.  Davecae,)  wbowat  mU* 
An^o-Sa»n,  Ai^o-Irish,  nor  Aa^e^nld; 
bat  a  protigA  of  General  Jaokian,  of  imk 
ori^n,  who  introdnoed  it  as  a  DnMift 
measure,  and  aa  one  of  the  tt*  Mai  ik 
Democrado  trinmph  in  the  Ststattf  KnM 
He  hoped  this  measnre  woald  notlMilm' 
to  pass  in  this  House  without  a  tbaRotk  is- 
OQE^n,  evenifitdid  tranacend  "Aeim 
8th  of  January,"  which  thiayaar(hiiabjn 
hod  forgotten  to  notice)  was  a  dijdfiOli* 
the  worship  and  service  of  Qod ;  mt,  tm^ 
fore,  it  was  one  on  which  tMs  Edm  i^ 
not  be  in  eesmon.  But  God  ftebid  U  ta 
shaoldsayaword  indiqiaragemoitsfW^' 
or  of  the  person  to  be  honored  and  jnU  ^ 
this  dcMiBtim.  I^  however,  a  pmoifiNn 
brooi^t  iMfbre  tala  Honse  tomanait^ 
to  Andrew  Jat&BOntNf  $1,000,  as  fnpw  V 
the  UU  which  had  beenrepertid  teOiSBm 
with  Interest  on  it  from  the  nualhdf  Ma4 
1816,  there  was  hot  one  oonMmlitBd* 
would  induce  him  to  vote  ogainit  it-«s^^"* 
waa,  he  should  not  like  to  set  the  ■»^M 
pennoning  an  ei-Preridsnt  cf  (bt  I*'" 
States,  for  that  was  the  pria^  «  ■>'<' 
this  bUl  waa  to  be  paaaed,  if  poMdltilL  U 
real  object  was  to  make  a  pracnt  to  Cool 
Jackson  in  his  Utter  days.  He  did  ■<*  bM 
what  his  lurcnmstanDas  werc^  [AT<iiM;''p* 
enough;  "]  butif  tbey  were sDidi  HtoM^ 
it,  (thoogh  be  would  not  giant  itM*|>a» 
or  a  oratui^  for  that  servicej  !»*«»• 
what  had  been  done  before-JMiraw  ^ 
np  a  aubscrbHion  onMHig  the  mcadMna  ^ 
areas  to  m^  a  present  to  Qie  eU  md  ■■ 
Gtftdays.  It  had  been  dene  brfm«^]|^ 
waapo  disgrace  in  it:  and  tT  it  www** 
that  a  donatfam  m^it  be  nnd*  te  6*^ 
Andrew  Jacknn,  be,  far  one,  weald  ttf*  <" 
share  of  It.  ^^ 

Bnt  he  oonU  not  consent  to  oqkr  ^£ 
Ik)nione^,in  urdeito  tsoli^  the  qfnw* 
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f  the  peo[de  id  this  oonnby  of  thoM  Acts  for 
rhicb  the  lom  of  tl,000  iru  levied  on  him  hj 
tie  ragolar  officers  of  the  lew,  which  ha  had 
iokted  ia  ita  tendereat  parte.  Hie  colleague 
ad  ohanoed  enUrdr  the  umie  apon  the  qoea- 
icm  in  thu  bilL  It  wai  not  to  refuod  the  fine 
npoaed  on  the  Generml  for  his  impriBonment 
f  a  judge — tm  hia  oanrioK  a  oituen  of  the 
'nited  States  to  be  jeoparded  in  his  liber^snd 
fe,  and  for  oHior  Mta  fobversiTe  of  law  and 
luUoe ;  bat  for  glorifyina  Oia  batOe  of  New 
Irleana.  The  gentleman  from  Mii^ippl  (Mr. 
Iwd)  had  st^ed  a  nnmber  of  faots  in  the 
■mpblet  latelT^  publiehed  on  this  subject, 
'hich  were  oontrodicted  by  General  Jarcksoo. 
r  a  bill  were  to  paai,  giviiig  GreDeral  Jackson 
lonef  npoa  dispnted  uote,  these  fiiLote  shoold 
e  pravioDdj  cleared  np.  Bat  hewasq»eBlciiig 
f  ute  extrmordinMT  dtcDmstauoes  tmder  which 
tkis  bill  coold  be  bronght  forward.  A  bill  on 
Ite  saine  Mil^eet  wu  acted  on  in  the  Senate  at 
Ike  last  sesHon,  and,  after  being  amended,  so 
s  to  comptehwtd  dearljr  the  &ot8  of  the  case, 
i  waa  rejected  bj  Qenend  Jackson's  fiiends, 
■ecaiue  it  HA  not  contain  a  condemnation  of 
be  judge  who  imposed  the  fine;  and,  if  be  was 
:ot  miatakeo,  he  bad  seen  a  letter  from  Oeneral 
ackson  himself  in  whidi  he  s^s  that  he 
roold  not  have  rec^ved  a  dollar  unless  the 
haraoter  of  the  Jndge  was  blasted.  Snob  was 
lie  hiKtory  of  that  proceeding  (^  the  iMt  eesaion 
f  ConEress.  The  bill  was  actnaUf  passed,  or 
ronld  have  been  passed ;  bat  was  r^eoted  bj 
be  General's  friends  coittciding  with  him^  in- 
istinK  that  not  001^  his  character  should  be 
Qiti&d,  bat  the  ohwacter  of  tbe  Judge  blasted. 
t  waa  a  very  grave  and  aerions  question  with 
im,  whetWtiieoharacta  of  the  Judge  should 
a  censnrod  and  condemned  hj  the  B<i>resent- 
tives  of  tbe  people  of  thia  nillon,  for  the  por- 
oee  of  making  «  dmution  to  Oeneral  Jackson, 
terbaps  he  might  ezpreas  himself  more  strongly 
r  saying  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  peaa;  that 
'  we  ore  to  ^ve  this  doma^on  to  General  Jaok- 
m,  it  was  not  by  carting  r^mw^  upon  a  Just 
od  honorable  ludn  tb^  we  should  do  jnUioe 
aA  vindieate  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  oonti* 
7.  Again :  what  were  the  gronnds  on  which 
ia  ooUeasue  was  preMoDg  this  bill!  Why.the 
reat  and  giorions  Tiotorr  of  New  Orleans. 
iccauBe  we  whipped  the  British,  that  nobody 
ise  could  whip — because  of  this  greet  and 
loriouB  victory,  this  bill  most  be  passed. 
hat  was  the  reason  given  by  his  colleegae, 
odthatwas  the  reason  why  he  wished  the  bill 
osaed  on  tbe  anniversary  <^  the  victory.  That 
'as  not  tbe  ooeeticm  of  Justice  involved  in  this 
rant — this  donation.  Tbe  victory  of  New 
Orleans  undoubtedly  was  a  greet  and  glorious 
ae,  in  which  he  took  a  Just  pride ;  bat  he 
laid  not,  on  account  of  that  victory,  sanction 
le  acts  alluded  to  in  the  Kentucky  pamphlet, 
id  which  were  there  designated  as  treason, 
his  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  he  had  heetd 
laDy  yean  ago  of  Geneial  Arnold,  a  man  very 
ilebrated  in  our  revofaitlanary  history.    After  i 


his  exploits  here,  Arnold  went  to  England ;  and 
finding  himself  generally  shunned  there,  ho 
sought  the  society  of  l^e  Americans  whom  he 
found  in  that  country.  Being  in  company  with 
one  of  them  whom  he  had  known  in  this  coan- 
try,  he  asked  him  what  tbe  Americans  would 
have  done  witb  him,  had  they  caught  bim  in- 
stead of  Andre.  Tbe  American  answered  him 
t^  Bsyina,  "  We  would  have  buried  with  tbe 
honws  of  war  the  1%  that  was  mnUlated  in  onr 
servioe^  and  then  we  wonld  have  hung  the  re- 
m^der  of  yonr  Iwdy."  He  should  £ink  that 
this  sort  of  Justice  wonld  be  rather  more  com- 
plete than  that  t>t  his  colleague,  who  was  for 
rewarding  Genval  Jaokstm  for  the  battle  of 
New  Ortmns,  at  the  expense  of  law  and  Justice. 
He  wished  to  have  this  matter  f\illy  discussed 
when  it  came  ap,  and  deliberated  on  without 
any  of  your  gag-laws,  to  atop  the  investigation 
of  tbe  prindpies  invdved  in  iL 

Ur.  CosBiNa  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Ur.  Oats  Jobhsok  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  de- 
ciding the  question  in  tbe  negative— yeas  lOQ, 
n^sl06. 


maXHATX. 
HoHDAT,  January  0, 
Tht  Ortffon  Ttrritory. 

Kr.  Lihn's  bill  for  the  oocnpaUon  and  setlle- 
ment  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  came  up  as 
the  postponed  business  of  lost  week,  appointed 
for  Airtber  cooaideration  on  this  day. 

Ur.  Oii.HD[ni[  inquired  what  wss  the  pending 
question. 

The  Okaib  said  it  was  on  the  passage  of  the 
IhII.    It  had  been  read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  OALaoDN  observed  that  he  had  been 
greatiy  gratifled  to  lesm  that  the  Senator  fhun 
Uissonrt,  who  iotrodooed  this  bill,  disohdtned 
any  intention  that  its  provisions  should  conflict 
with  tJie  providona  of  our  treaties  with  Great 
Britun.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
time  to  compare  these  provisions,  and  to  satisfy 
himself  that  they  did  not  conttict,  that  he  had 
asked  a  poatpooement  of  the  bill  to  this 
day.  He  nad  since  cKsnuned  both  the  pro- 
viuons  of  tbe  bill  and  of  the  treaties  in  re- 
lation to  the  North-west  Territory ;  and  the 
result  of  his  investigation  WB&  that  tliere  waa 
one  provision  in  the  bill  whicn  would  confitot 
with  the  existing  treaty  with  Great  Britain  in 
religion  to  this  very  twritoty.  He  alluded  to 
the  provinon  granting  lands  to  settlers,  which 
he  read  from  tiie  biU.  To  show  in  what  re- 
ER)ect  this  ooofficted  with  the  treaty,  he  should 
&st  take  a  review  of  the  gronnds  on  which 
both  countries  lay  claim  to  the  territory,  and 
then  t^e  provisions  of  the  o^nstment  by  trea^, 
which  must  govern  the  oeticai  of  both. 

Here  Ur.  0.  made  a  clear  and  precise  state- 
ment of  the  three  grounds  upon  which  the 
United  States  Government  nstauu  its  title : 
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first,  of  dUooyerrbjCaptdn  Orayof  thomontli 
of  tbe  Oolumbia  Biver,  and  tben  hy  Len-ig  and 
Clark  of  its  eonrce ;  next,  bj  its  transferred 
right  to  the  Spuiuh  title  to  the  north-west 
coast;  and,  thirdly,  to  the  transferred  title  and 
eiaima  of  France,  throngh  its  eitennon  of  the 
t^uisiana  territorr.  He  also  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  England  bued  her  claimB,  which 
were  two:  first,  under  tbe  treat;  with  Spain, 
in  ITBO ;  and  next,  with  ngaiA  to  the  Oolnm- 
bift  Biver,  hj  priontT'  of  dlscoTer]'  of  the  conn- 
iij  tribntarj  to  that  river.  These  conflietine 
cwma  bad  been  the  sobject  of  negotiation,  ana 
hj  the  treat;  of  1B18,  it  was  agreed  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Statos  that  the 
territory  should  be  open  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  ten  years.  In  lB2Tthetreat7wasreDewed, 
leaving  it  optional  with  either  conatry  to  dis- 
continue its  obligations  upon  dving  the  other 
a  year's  notice.  Ho  pointed  ont  that  the 
British  Government  merely  claimed  for  its  sub- 
jects the  eqnal  right  of  settlement  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  territory  with  the  cititens  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  Governinont  of  tbe 
United  States  Insisted  on  its  exclusive  right  of 
oooupatiou,  settlement,  and  jurisdiction.  He 
also  deduced,  from  the  review  of  the  whole 
case,  that  any  provirion  of  this  bill  undertaking 
to  secure  to  a  settler  any  part  of  the  land  which 
he  should  oceupy  for  five  years,  would  be  in 
couflict  with  ute  spirit  and  loeBuing  of  the 
treaty.  For  this  reason,  and  also  for  another 
reason-^namely,  that  it  might  he  necessary  to 
Investigate  whether  the  manner  in  which  It  la 
proposed  to  eilendjnriidiotion  over  the  terri- 
tory is  reconcilable  with  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the  British 
Government  as  exemplified  in  Its  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment— he  thou^t  It  deslrttble  the  bill  diould 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiei- 

%or  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
r.  LixN  replied,  acknowleo^ns  that  the 
Benotor  from  South  Carolina  nod  correctly 
stated  the  claims  of  the  two  Governments,  and 
the  position  in  which  they  stood  with  regard  to 
the  treaty  of  18J8,  renewed  in  1827,  and  re- 
qniring  one  year's  notice  of  discontinuance. 
He  denied,  however,  that  the  Senator's  dedno- 
tlons  wore  correct — first,  that  the  promise  of 
this  bill  to  make  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  settlers, 
was  in  conflict  with  the  treaty ;  and,  next,  that 
there  conld  be  any  question  of  the  right  of  tbe 
United  States  to  extend  onr  Jurisdiction  over 
onr  citizens  residing  in  tbe  territory.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  to  enoonrsge  emigration, 
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our  laws,  and  the  security  of  their  settlements, 
Withont  these  encoun^menta,  there  would  be 
DO  emisratlon  of  onr  citizens,  and  England 
would  bo  left  to  occupy  the  whole  country, 
through  tbe  agency  of  her  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
panr.  Through  that  agency,  she  was  daily 
■etuiDg  down  her  snljects— taking  possession 


phi  Cob, 

of,  and  oooupying  for  all  praotkal  pstpcm, 
the  choioest  portiona  of  Uie  tenbrnj. 

Through  the  same  ageni^,  she  had  eilmded 
to  those  settiera  the  protection  «€  tlie  Britii 
laws.  We  asked,  by  this  bill,  to  do  nodiH 
more  than  Great  Brit^  had  done.  U  fc 
interpreted  the  treaty  to  her  advantig^  le 
surely  are  entitled  to  make  use  of  h«r  inivpn- 
tation  to  onr  advantage.  But  be  did  nM  vh 
rither  tbe  example  or  diotation  of  Gnat  Briiai 
iuthlsmstter.  He  took  Broimd  BpeB  ikii- 
detbarible  right  of  the  ifnited  Btates  to  <k 
territory,  and  to  onr  indb^tahle  ri^t  lo  a- 
tend  thejurisdiotion  of  this  Qovenuaeat  U« 
(ntizens  within  onr  territory. 

Ur.  GsoAta  was  sorry  that  ha  wai  oUjri 

to  ooDcnr  with  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Cknbi 

e  was  one 

the  Irill  I  „  „ 
settlers.  He  stdd  sorry ;  beaanse  h«  m  (» 
tirely  favorable  to  the  bill  itseU^  and  iffmd 
of  the  otfjeots  and  pnipoaes  proposed  by  it  Ot 
due  examination  of  the  existing  treaty,  1mm 
constrained  to  ttj  tliat,  to  grant  awsr,  <t  ii 
secure  n  settlement,  (whldh  amoontsd  to  tit 
same  thing,)  would  be  to  exereiss  so  vmr 
ship,  conti'si;  to  the  spirit  of  tb«  tMi, 
according  to  which  every  portion  of  llwinri- 
tory  is  to  be  left  open  to  Uie  cillieDS  d  hd 
''Governments.  The  obligatioii  not  to  oarin 
exclusive  jurisdiction  or  ovneidup  i]«^ 
party,  was  implied  In  tha  obllgatioa  tt  lot 
the  country  tne  and  open  to  tiM  mntnl  mi- 
pationond  settlement  of  Uie  dtizeurfMi 
There  was  nothing  in  this  view  of  Ibi  tn^ 
oonfllotiuK  wiUi  uie  extenri<»i  of  Iha  aUt 
laws  to  the  snbjeots  of  Great  BriUii  na&f 
in  the  territory  ;  nor  wonld  there  bt  ii  Ae 
extension  of  the  jorisdielion  of  the  bn  rf  ih 
United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  orff  w 
(dtlzena  redding  tiiere.  There  wuold  teaoO^ 
luriadietion ;  bnt  motiuil  ocenpatira  eoiK  f 
«  reooneiled  with  an  nndcvtuing  cd  wr  ;al 
0  secure  locations  to  onr  eettlem 

Ifr.  IiiRir  observed,  thad:  OongreN  hi4  It  <■ 
events,  made  some  woRraea  in  thumstta.  b 
was  now  admitted  in  (Atogrees  that  tknu! 
be  mutoal  oconpotion  and  joriedictka,  vid^ 
canse  <tf  ofibnce  to  Great  Britaio.  AiGn« 
Britmn  had  extended  her  laws  ora  IIm  '^ 
tory,  so  may  we  extend  oora.  Assbchsdw 
forts  and  made  setUement^  so  may  <<■  ^ 
is  eithw  to  set  us  tilie  examine,  ordidit«la> 
what  we  may  do,  How,  he  wonld  W  »"  J 
gard  to  the  dictation  of  Great  BnUts.  » 
maintuned  our  right  to  the  terrilMt «« 
which  we  proposed  to  extend  oar  jnrf*"-' 
and  our  population,  and  it  was  on  ^  ip 
he  based  the  preoent  blD.    There  w»i  miitor 

it  to  conwct  witit  any  obUgation  i^ '" 
United  Statee. 

After  a  tew  remarks  from  Hfan.  Csw^ 
HEyimeoK,  and  Ba.iasd, 

""    "     '   a(|]o)imed. 
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UoinyLT,  Siasiarj  6. 
i'ian  <^  the  JExcJUguer. 

Hr.  FmiioiU,  on  leave,  made  »  report  from 
Uie  OcnmniUee  of  Waja  and  Heani,  on  tba  pka 
of  an  exohequor  pieee&ted  bj  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Tnemrj,  and  raooinmended  bf  the  l4ed- 
dent  of  the  Doited  States,  oonolnding  with  the 
followlQg  resolntion,  vhiob,  Hr,  F.  nid,  was 
nnaiiinioail;  adopted : 

Ratlted,  That  the  t^ui  of  an  eicheqoer  pre- 
MDted  to  Congren  bj  the  BecreCarj  of  the  Trns- 
wf  at  tbe  lut  teMion,  and  cntitleil  "A  billKinend- 
atorj  of  tbe  KTcnl  acta  enabUibing  the  Treae- 
vj  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Athsbtoh  asked  leave,  and  presented  a 
repwt  on  the  Bame  aubject,  from  the  minoritj 
of  the  conunittee,  concluduig  with  the  followinK 
amendmeat,  vhicli  he  Bud  he  was  instnicted 
bj  them  to  offer : 

And  (hit  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heani  be 
inatncted  to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  coUeo- 
tion,  nMee|NDg,  tranafer,  and  diabuteement  of 
tbe  pnblic  mone;,  in  aooh  a  manner  u  shall,  as  far 
aa  possible,  fubatitute  provisiooi  of  law  for  execn- 
ttvB  discretion  !a  tbe  management  of  the  finances, 
shall  prevent  the  moneja  of  the  people  bom  being 
aaei  for  purposes  of  prirate  specnlstion  and  emola- 
mcnt,  and  aliill  render  the  GoTemment  Independ- 
ent of  the  igenejr  and  ioBoeoce  of  moneyed  cor- 

Ur.  Fiiuioita  said  hs  was  instracted  bj  the 
oommittee  to  toove  the  printing  of  the  report, 
and  he  wonid  inolnde  in  hia  motion  the  report 
and  amendment  of  the  minority.  He  would 
farther  move  that  10,000  copiea  ol  both  reporta 
be  printed. 

The  qDeatioo  waa  then  taken  on  Hr,  Fiu- 
hobb'b  motion  to  print  the  two  reports,  and 
carried ;  leaving  the  motion  to  piint  tlie  extra 
number  of  copiea  open. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Wm.  TT.  Ibwdi, 

Tba  Hooae  aqjoumed. 


IN  HEITATE. 

Tdibdat,  Jmxmrj  10, 

Fiiu  on  Qtntrai  Jaekton, 

][r.  BsRsm,  fWnn  the  Committee  on  the 

radiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  "A  bill  to 

□d«mDify  H^or-Oeneral  Andrew  Jackaon  for 

latnnKB    snstalned   in   the    discharge   of  hia 

>ffici^  doty,"  made  the  following  report : 

>  The  Committee  on  the  Jndiclarj,  to  whom  waa  re> 

fetred  the  biD  to  Indemnify  K^or-Qeneral  Andrew 

Jackson  for  damage  auitained  in  the  discbarge 

of  faia  oHdal  doty,  iMg  leave  to  aabmit  the  fbl- 

loiving  report : 

"  This  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
')C  Jndiciarj,  after  having  been  made  a  special 
rder  itx  the  Senate,  and  after  having  undergone 
iscuadon  there.  It  has  been  so  referred  gener- 
Uj,  and  without  spedf^g  the  particnlar  points 
ToL.  HT.— 11 
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of  tnqidry,  which  were  contemplsted  by  the  Benata 
in  oidermg  the  reference.  The  wbols  lubjeet 
having  been  thus  referred  to  their  eiamioatJoti, 
with  ill  tbe  ioteresting  oucBtions  which  it  Includes, 
perhaps  ft  may  be  considered  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
committee,  as  the  organ  of  the  Senate  in  the  pro- 
pantory  examination  of  legal  subjects,  to  eiamine 
and  report  on  tboee  connected  with  the  object  of 
this  reference. 

"  Tel,  In  the  absence  of  any  apectfle  inatmetioaa 
from  the  Senate,  and  looking  to  tbe  dlacoasions 
which  hare  led  to  the  reference  of  the  bill,  the 
eommitlee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
will  best  folfll  their  duty  to  the  Senate  by  reporting 
it  with  an  amendment,  placing  the  restoration  of 
the  fine  Imposed  on  Oenerid  Jackaon,  by  Judge 
Halt,  on  groimds  which  do  not  involve  any  censure 
of  either  of  tbe  parUes  in  this  bygone  transaction, 
nor  in  any  degree  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  pa- 
Irlotfo  citizens  of  New  Orleans  ;  but  umply  protect 
the  Senate  tWnn  the  possible  Inference  that,  In  pass- 
ing this  bill,  it  hss  acknowledged  the  legal  anthor- 
ity  of  a  miUtarr  officer  to  cstabHsh  marttilbw  within 
the  limits  of  this  free  republia  They  scaordingiy 
report  the  Idll  with  an  amendment. 

"  Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  danae,  and 

"That,  In  condderation  of  the  disUngnlshed 
military  aervicet  of  Usjor-General  Andrew  Jack- 
aon, in  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
snd  of  the  dedre  eiwessed  by  sundry  dtisens  snd 
Iiegislatnres  of  this  tJnion,  in  divers  petitions  snd 
legialatlve  resolutions  subinitted  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Statea,  the  fine  of  |1,000  imposed  upon 
Hijor-General  Andrew  Jackson  by  the  Hon.  Dom- 
iniok  A.  Ball,  be,  and  the  tame  is  hereby,  restored ; 


,      t  of 
tresniry  not  otherwise  appro- 
prialed. 

"Also,  strike  ont  the  title  of  tba  bQI,  and  huert 
■  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  U^Jor-Oeneral  Andrew 
Jackaon.'" 

Hr.  Taixkb,  tnnfa  the  same  ocmmittee, 
read  the  following;  which  he  anhmitted  to 
the  Senate  as  a  minority  report,  y\x : 


Oeneral  Andrew  Jackson  for  damsgee  auataine 
the  discharge  of  bis  offlcial  doty,  diments  Irom  the 
views  of  the  majority  of  the  eommlttee  in  this  case. 
The  UU  referred  to  the  committee  eontaina  no  ceo- 
inre  of  the  conduct  or  modves  of  Judge  Hall,  nor 
does  it  express  any  oj^on  ss  to  the  acts  of  the 
dtlwoa  of  Ifew  Orleans.  It  leaves  stl  those  sob- 
jeeta  imtouched,  to  depend  upon  the  Judgment  of 
the  present  age  and  of  posterity.    The  bul,  should 


of  tbe  United  BUtea,  sboaU  be  refunded.    

a  lull  arraigna  and  centores  no  one.  But  the  report 
of  the  oommittee,  by  the  desrcst  implioation,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  underdgned,  does  arraign  tbe 
conduct  of  Qeueral  Jaokon  in  this  case  aa  suhver- 
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iive  of  the  Cooatitution  of  tbe  Ualted  SUtes.  The 
c&ae  does  not  DeceBssrily  inrolTe  the  power  of  & 
militar;  commander  to  "  establish  nurtU  law 
within  the  limits  of  this  free  repubUc."  This  quee- 
tion,  howsTer,  baring  been  Introduced  bj  tbe  com- 
mittee, the  onderdened  submits  that,  la  time  of 
war,  and  of  Imm&ient  pnbllo  danger,  it  maj 
bo  tbe  duty  of  the  commander  to  arrest  those  Te- 
f^rded  as  traitors,  spies,  or  mutineers,  withia  tbe 
Umits  of  hit  camp  ;  especiall;  In  ewe*  where  it  was 
obvious  to  him  that  his  reHisal  to  exercise  such 
power  would  iavolre  the  disbanding  of  his  forcea, 
tbe  defeat  of  bia  armj,  and  the  surrender  of  tbat 
army  and  of  the  conntrj  which  he  was  bound  to 
defend.  The  alternative,  as  he  fuUy  believed,  was 
to  make  the  arrest,  or  the  abaadonmcnt  of  his 
country's  standard,  and  the  surrender  of  one  of 
her  greateiit  cities,  to  a  powerful  enemj,  whose 
motto  of  victory  involved  Indiscriminate  plnader 
and  licentious  outrage.  Under  sncb  drcDmstances, 
should  he  make  the  arrest  and  save  the  country  T 
To  ^is  question  there  will  be  but  one  response 
ttom  the  heart  of  every  true  Amerieao  patriot. 
That  General  Jackson,  and  those  onJted  with  him 
iu  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  fully  believed  this 
emergency  to  exist,  is  beyond  all  doubt  or  contro- 
versy. If,  then,  1Mb  was  the  state  of  the  case,  it 
was  tbe  duty  of  Qeoeral  Jackson  to  have  made  the 
arrest;  and  the  act  was  not  merely  excusable, but 
Justiflable.  It  was  demanded  by  a  great  and  over- 
ruliogoeces^ty  ;  und  had  be  failed  to  assume  this 
responsibility,  and  the  consequences  which  ho  an> 
tidpated  had  occurred,  be  would  have  merited  and 
received  universal  execration.  Such  being  the 
facts,  WHS  Gcuend  Jackson  bound  to  liberate  the 
misoDcr,  immediately  upon  the  maodate  of  the 
federal  judge  of  that  district  T  If,  as  Gen.  Jackson 
believed,  the  danger  was  still  imminent — that  tbe 
Uberatiott  at  Aei  limt  of  the  prisoner  would  over- 
throw bis  power,  and  bring  his  authority  as  com- 
mander into  contempt — that  it  would  surely  pro- 
duce a  repetition  of  similar  acta  of  mutiny  and 
treason,  and  demonatrata  bis  inability  to  restrain, 
much  less  to  punish  tbem — that  it  would  lead  to  the 
depopulation  or  defeat  of  his  army,  aod  the  aurren- 
der  of  the  city  he  was  bound  to  defend;  the  same 
overruling  necessity  which  justlHed  the  arrest, 
would  require  the  detention  of  the  prisoner  until 
the  emi^rgency  had  passed,  and  he  eould  be  surren- 
dered with  safety  iuto  the  hands  of  the  civil  au- 


dcfence.  This  great  Uw  of  necessity— of  defence 
of  self,  of  home,  and  of  country — never  was  de- 
signed to  be  abrogated  by  any  statute,  or  by  any 
constitution.  This  was  the  Uw  which  jostifled  the 
arrest  and  detentioa  of  the  prisooer  |  and,  how- 
ever the  act  may  now  be  assailed,  it  has  long  Ance 
received  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  American 
people.  That  General  Jackson  never  dedred  to 
elevate  the  military  above  the  civil  authority,  is 
proved  by  his  conduct  durinfrtbe  trial,  and  after 
tbo,  imposition  of  this  fine.  When  the  magistrate 
*  ascended  to  the  beoch — acting  for  no  contempt  in 
the  presence  of  tbe  court — acting  in  his  own  case 
as  prosecutor,  witness,  accuser,  and  judge;  when 
the  Gcoeml's  answer  was  refused  to  be  beard,  and 
he  was  denied  a  trial  by  Jury ;  when  a  victorious 
■  trmj,  and  a  rescued  and  grateful  people,  thronged 
>tbe  court,  and  the  terrified  Judge  was  aboat  to 
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adjoam  the  court  withont  intUcfisg  ths  (niem, 
— OenenI  Jackson  rooe  j  lie  quieted  tbe  thntiotd 
tumult ;  requested  the  Judge  to  proceed ;  iki 
sentence  was  Imposed;  he  bowed,  in  a  e^  ml 
dignified  sobmissioo  to  the  mandate  ariliekv, 
and  pud,  at  once,  the  penalty  inflicted  (vrmra; 
the  country.  And  wbeo,  apon  tttinng  bsa  tk 
court,  be  »«s  carrooDded  by  a  giatcful  asd  'atf 
nailt  people,  bis  brief|  but  gkiriDDS  address,  na  u 
appeal  to  all  who  heard  hiin  to  respect  ihecinlBv 
bunals,  and  maiotaiu  tbe  suprenscy  ef  Ibi  ki. 
And  now  the  qnestion  is,  shall  tlus  pensUj,  ths 
incurred  in  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty,  ud  llm 
paid,  be  paid,  or  refundedT  The  title  is,  'DC 
to  indemnify  Hajor-GenenJ  Andrew  Jtckm  b 
damages  snst^ncd  in  tbe  dlscbarge  e[  Us  oUd 
duty."  The  title  is  in  strict  oodorailty  will  lb 
facts  of  tbe  ease,  and,  ia  the  opinioo  of  tkak^ 
rigned,  should  be  retained.  The  ooraaliw,  kX' 
ever,  propose  to  reject  it,  and  to  sabstllatt,  hi 
title,  "A  bill  tot  the  i«!ief  of  General  iabt 
jBcks9n.''  Genend  Jackson  bu  mvh  kSM, 
nor  vnll  lie  ever  receive,  sncb  relied  Ht  ii  ■ 
meodlcant;  heasks  naalms,or  peDsian,orb«W!, 
from  his  country :  but  that  coantry  Uscit  iamik 
that  his  money  shall  be  refunded  as  an  ul  of  JdSu 
It  wss  a  penalty  incurred  for  saving  the  imatT. 
and  the  country  requires  that  it  shjul  be  mOtfl. 
Nor  is  the  uuder^gned  prepared  to  eivc  the  rsm 
assigned  in  tbe  bill  for  refunding  tbis  mantr.  A; 
bill  places  the  restoration  of  the  pnuliTBiiili 
upon  the  "  coniideratioo  of  the  iHttingii''M  "^ 
tary  serrices  of  General  Jackson."  Tku  tda 
not  a  Jiayment  for  serricas,  however  etoiIvik'' 
icorious.  These  services  are  being  patd  miiti^ 
probation  of  his  consdeoce  and  of  his  ei^- " 
the  glorious  result  of  his  immortal  viclmi  a  t 
frontier  saved  ft«m  savage  fury  and  frea  i& 
criminate  massacre,  in  the  rescoe  of  Kcv  OrioB 
and  the  teconqnest  of  Louisiaiia  and  of  in  I'M 
river ;  paid  in  closing  oar  late  eveotibl  tr^ 
with  glory  and  renown  ;  paid  in  the  hi^K9lti<u< 
and  offices  which  a  grateful  people  ctnMbexni 
and,  through  ages  to  come,  posterity  *il  nowt 
the  payment  in  grstltude  and  praise,  le«tedt< 
countless  mHUons  tfarougbout  d>ia  great  npUt 
and  ia  every  country  and  In  every  bod  vbenM 
princijdes  ^sll  go  on,  conquering  and  la  ewf^ 
striking  dAwn  tbe  tiitvnaa  of  depots,  aad  oM 
upon  their  rshis  the  glorloas  ftbrie  of  tb*  fopk'i 
wiiL  And  are  these  the  services  wtit^iiBM 
proposed  to  eompensato  by  the  payneoi  nt  ^ 
paltry  sum,  in  a  bill  for  the  rdief  tf  Sad 
Andrew  Jackson  I  It  Is  not  a  bill  Ibr  nBet  ^^ 
for  Indemnity  ;  not  a  payment  ftr  serricw,  I* ' 
restoration  of  money  uqjustly  withbcld;  sadm^ 
other  view  can  It  receive  tbe  suj^Kirtof 

"B- J.WALia" 

Ur.  BsBBiKS  moved  tbtt  fbe  report  of  i^ 
GomiDittee,  and  the  bill,  u  amended,  be  f-^' 
ed ;  which  motion  waa^nt,  and  agreed  U.    _ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wai^bm,  tbe  r^  " 
the  minority  of  the  committee  was  o™™  ° 
be  printed,  and  appended  U>  the  r^urt  iti* 
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TuiSDAT,  Janiurj  10. 

Imptaiihm*itt  ef  tAt  Preiident  ^  tht  UniUd 

Statea. 

Mr.  Bom  row  md  inqnired  of  the  CYitii 
whether  the  proportion  which  he  had  given 
Dotice  of  liis  intention  to  Bnbmit  on  yetteirasj, 
(wald  be  now  received  and  entertained  as  a 
privileged  question , 

The  Spbakib  repliod  In  tbe  afBrtnative, 

Mr,  Borre  then  said  that  he  oame  prepared 
to  acquit  himeelf  of  the  pledge  which  he  was 
under,  to  prefer  charges  against  the  acting 
President  of  the  United  Statei. 

Here  Mr.  Evkbktt  arose,  and  inquired  if  he 
wia  to  understand  the  Chair  as  deoi^ut  that 
the  proceeding  on  the  nart  of  l^e  gentianan 
&nm  Virginia  waa  in  order  at  that  time. 

The  Spbakxii  replied  he  had  so  decided. 

Mr.  BoTTS  resumed  the  remarka  he  had 
b^Q.  He  vaiA  that  he  proposed  to  introduce 
charges  of  corruption,  of  ntat-conduct  fn  offiocv 
of  high  crimes  and  misdenieiuiors,  committed 
bv  the  acting  President  of  tbe  United  Stat«a — 
charges  which  lie  stood  prepared  to  prove,  by 
teslimoDj  the  most  conclusive.  He  asked  that 
the  HoDse  might  appoint  a  committee  to  invea- 
tigate  the  charges,  and  to  report  what  course  it 
was  proper  to  pnniae.  He  was  himself  prepar- 
ed to  prove  every  charge  which  he  should 
bring  Bgwnst  the  President.  He  not  only 
atktd  but  he  niicivnin  an  opportunity  of 
making  these  chaises  good.  Were  he  to  oome 
here  as  the  hnmblest  citizen  of  tbe  Republic, 
and  declare  his  readincu  to  prove  them,  he 
would  claim  the  privilege  of  so  doing  as  snch ; 
niDch  more  so,  then,  did  he  claim,  and  insist 
upua  it,  03  the  Kepresentatlve  of  fifty  tbonsaod 
people.      lb   woa   his   highest    constitutional 

friviiege.  One  hnndred  members  of  this 
[oDse  had  declared,  and  placed  it  on  record, 
that  John  Tyler  had  committed  irapeacbable 
offenoes.  Re  (Mr.  B.)  had  so  declared;  and 
he  considered  It  dae  to  his  own  personal  honor 
and  reputation  that  be  shonld  be  permitted  to 
prove  tbo  truth  of  what  he  asserted.  He  waa 
not  one  of  those  who  dealt  in  ragne  and 
general  charges,  bnt  would  not  come  up  and 
put  their  aioertions  In  a  tangible  form.  He 
made  no  charges  which  he  was  not  prepared 
to  mistaia  with  the  most  condnsive  proof. 
Since  his  first  agitation  of  this  snl^ect  at  the 
last  session,  he  had  been  deeply  reflecting  and 
letiberating  npon  it ;  and  the  more  he  re- 
lucted, the  more  imperative  appeared  bis 
laty  to  make  these  charges.  In  doing  so,  he 
nast  declare  that,  so  far  fhim  being  actnat«d 
ly  a  deaire  to  render  himself  conspicuous 
>cfore  the  country,  and  place  himself  ahead  of 
hose  on  that  floor  whose  lead  he  generally 
i>llowed,  and  whom  he  woold  be  proud  to 
illow  on  this  as  on  other  sntfjects,  he  must  be 
«rniitted  to  declare  that  this  was  the  most 
ainfut  daly  he  had  ever  undertaken  to  per- 
^rin.     He  declared  that  he  waa  aotoated  nlone 


tgr  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  hhn. 
He  knew  not  how  long  he  should  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the 
ability  of  Uie  Legislature  of  bis  State  was  equal 
to  their  goad  uia  towards  him,  he  should  uot 
sit  here  long ;  [laughter ;  ]  but  be  could  not 
retire  to  private  life,  unless  he  had  first  dis- 
charged this  sacred  duty.  Should  he  live  to 
see  the  overgrown  power  of  the  Executive 
hereafter  trampling  noder  foot  all  opposition — 
the  independence  of  the  Legislatore  sacrificed 
— tbe  energies  of  the  people  relaxed  into  list- 
leasness  at  Executive  encroachment  and  obe- 
dience to  his  will ; — shonld  he  witness  snch  a 
state  of  things  in  this  conntry,  he  would  have 
the  satisfkotiun,  with  a  proud  heart  and  erect 
bearing,  that  he,  for  one,  ot  least,  hod  endea- 
vored to  arr«st  it. 

Mr.  Wiss  asked  if  any  motion  was  nude  in 
writing.  If  BO,  he  should  like  to  have  it  read, 
in  order  that  he  might  Judge  ftir  himself  when 
he  came  to  vote. 

Mr.  Borrs  said  that  he  would  read  It  him* 
self. 

Mr.  Wise  wished  the  Clerk  to  read  It. 

Mr.  BoTTB  replied  that  he  would  rather  read 
it  himself,  ss  he  understood  his  own  writing 
bettor  than  anybody  else  did.  Mr.  B.  then 
read  the  following  cliarge : 

"I  do  Impeach  John  Tyler,  Vice  Fre^dent,  acting 
as  Fretident  of  the  United  Stales,  of  the  following 
high  Climes  snd  misdemcsaots : 

"  1.  I  charge  btm  with  gross  UBiirpatlon  of  paw«r 
and  vIoUtion  of  taw,  Id  attempting  to  exercise 
a  controlling  InGue&ce  over  the  accounting  otBcers 
of  the  Treaeurj  Department,  bj  orderiog  the  p«y- 
ment  of  amounts  of  long  standing,  that  bad  been 
bj  them  rejected  for  want  of  legal  authoritj  to 
pay,  and  tGrcateniiig  Ihem  with  eipnliioa  iTtm 
office  unless  his  orders  were  obeyed;  by  virtue  of 
which  threat,  thauaands  were  drawn  from  the  pub- 
lic trtMury  without  the  authority  of  law. 

"  2.  I  charge  him  with  ■  wicked  and  compt 
abuse  of  the  power  of  appdntmeat  to,  and  removal 
from,  ofllce ;  first,  in  displacing  those  who  were 
competent  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
public  duties,  only  because  they  were  supposed  to 
entertain  a  political  preference  for  another;  and, 
secondly,  in  bestowing  them  on  creatures  of  his 
own  will,  alike  regardless  of  the  public  welfare  and 
his  duty  to  the  country. 

"  S.  I  charge  him  with  tbe  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor of  aiding' to  excite  »  diaorginldng  and 
reToIutianary  spirit  tn  the  country,  by  placing  on 
the  records  of  the  Stale  department  his  objections 
to  a  law,  as  carrying  no  cOD&tltutional  obllndon 
with  It ;  whereby  the  several  Btates  of  this  Onion 
were  Invited  (o  disregard  and  disobey  ■  U«  of 
Congress,  which  he  blmself  had  sanctioned  and 
Bwom  to  see  faithfully  executed,  from  which  nothing 
but  disorder,  confusion,  and  anarchy  can  follow. 

"  4.  I  charge  him  with  being  guilty  of  a  hirh 
misdemeanor,  in  retaining  men  in  offlce  for  mouths 
after  they  have  t>eea  r<yected  by  the  Senate  as  un- 
worthy, ioeompetent,  and  onfalthful,  with  s>n  alter 
defiance  of  the  public  wUt,  and  total  indifference  to 
tbe  public  interests. 

"fi.  J  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  nisd^ 
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ir  of  withholding  hii  ti 


depriTJng  ths  GoTernmeiit  of  all  iegil  sonrces  of 
Nvena«;  &ad  of  usuinlDg  to  himielf  the  wbole 
power  of  ttifttioD,  aai  of  collecting  duties  of  the 
p«oiJe  without  the  kuthontj  or  unction  oflaw. 

"  S.  I  charge  him  with  an  arbitnu?,  despotic, 
■nd  carnipt  abuse  of  the  reto  power,  to  gra^r  bis 
penoDal  and  political  reuQtmeDtj  against  the  Seo- 
kt«  of  the  United  Slates,  for  a  conttitutionAl  eiei^ 
dM  of  their  prerogatiTe,  in  the  njection  of  his 
nominees  to  office,  with  anch  eridenl  marlu  of  in- 
con^tenc^  and  dupllcit;  m  leare  no  room  to  doubt 
Us  diirenrd  of  the  intereiits  of  the  people,  and  his 
duty  to  Bis  country. 


"T.  I  charge  Min  with  KTOM  official  mlicoiidnct, 

'     n  Kuiltj   of  a  sbunelesa  doplioity, 

eqniTocBtiou,  ana  falKhood,  with  bis  late  Cabinet 


In  having  been  Kuiltj   c 


•nd  CoDgrew,  which  led  to  idle  legislation,  and 
aielesB  public  expense ;  and  by  which  he  has 
broagbt  such  dishonor  on  himself  as  to  diBquallfy 
tiim  from  administering  the  GoTenunent  with  ad- 
vantage,  honor,  or  virtue,  and  for  which  alon«  be 
would  deaerre  to  be  removed  from  office. 

"8.  I  cbarge  him  with  an  filegal  and  nnconatl- 
tatiMial  eiercise  of  power,  in  instituting  a  comoiia- 
■liHi  lo  inveedgale  the  past  transacUooi  aoder  a 
fbimer  admlidnralion  of  the  custom  house  In  New 
Torii,  niMler  the  pretence  of  se^g  the  lawa  (Uth- 
fully  executed — with  having  arrested  the  InTestlga- 
tion  at  a  moment  when  the  Inqairj  was  lo  be  made 
as  to  the  manner  In  which  those  laws  were  execu- 
ted under  bis  own  adminigtration — with  having  di- 
rected or  sanctioned  the  appropriation  of  large 
■unig  of  tbe  public  revenue  to  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  his  own  creaUon,  wltiiont  the  antbority 
of  Uw ;  wblch,  if  sanctioned,  wotild  place  the  en- 
tire reveuues  of  the  conntir  at  bia  disposaL 

"  0.  I  cbarge  him  with  the  high  mlHienieanor  of 
having  withheld  from  the  RepreBeutatives  of  the 
people  information  called  for,  and  declared  to  be 
necessarj  to  the  investigation  of  stupendous  frauds 
knd  abuses  alleged  to  have  been  committed  bj 
ageuls  of  the  Government,  both  npoD  individuals 
uid  the  Government  itself,  whereby  he  himself  be- 
comes kccesMrj  to  those  frauds." 

Ifr.  Bom  tiieii  said  that  he  wished  to  con- 
nect no  man  or  Nt  (tf  men  with  bis  fiune  on 
this  reaolntton.  He  wished  no  man  to  eomnit 
himself  on  it  till  he  had  an  opportoiii^  <tt  proT- 
1ns  tbe  trath  of  his  tiiam*. 

Mr.  'Warn  interrupted  his  coQeagn^  and 
asked  for  tbe  reading  of  the  pTopodtiou  fonnd- 
ed  on  the  charges,  fie  did  not  wish  to  hear 
the  gentleman's  speech  till  he  was  in  poaaes- 
sion  of  the  whole  aottJeoL 

Ur.  BoTTB  sabmitted  that  the  matter  was 
not  within  the  eontrol  of  his  ooUeagne. 

The  Si>UKKB  requested  the  gontlemaa  to 
fnhmit  his  motion  to  the  Honse ;  when 

Hx.  Bom  read  the  foUowiog  resolatioa  : 

Bticlfed,  That  a  committee  of  nine  membei*  be 
appointed,  wltb  instruction  diligently  to  inqi^relntn 
the  truth  of  the  preceding  charges  preferred  agwnst 
John  Tyler,  and  to  report  to  tbla  Boose  the  testi- 
mony taken  lo  establish  said  cbanei,  together  with 
tbeir  opinion  whether  the  s^d  Jobn  Tyler  bath  so 
acted  In  bis  effldal  oapadty  as  to  require  the  In- 


Mr.  BoTTB  said  that  all  be  vsstei  to  n- 
mark  was,  that  he  denred  to  coniieet  nosui, 
OF  set  of  men,  with  hia  pi'cq)Ooti<m.  Be 
desired  no  man  or  party  to  be  oonnaittedca 
it,  till  the  eridenoe  was  before  tbe  Hodm.  B; 
the  appointment  of  a  eommittee  to  invciSpit 
the  testimony  he  woidd  be  able  to  tnng  lor 
wwd,  thejr  would  be  able  to  dcddt,  K  i 
tfatnre  d^,  whether  Mr.  l^ler  had  eoosdM 
acts  deservinff  of  impeaehro«ot  by  that  H«e, 
If  he  Eoooeeded  in  estaUisbing  the  Inft  rf 
these  chai«ea.lie  preanmedtliaewadikN 
member  irf  tnat  Honae  foimd  Todsg  ipas 
the  iropeacbnient.  If,  on  the  contnri,  k 
failed  in  estahliahinK  thean,  let  tbe  oSam  t£ 
on  him,  and  blm  alane.  He  was  «3liu  u 
take  all  the  responribilItT',  and  hewiBtMK 
man  now  to  commit  lumselffOT  origiintitt 
chai^geshe  offered. 

The  Sfbakib  here  aaked  pernoRto  to  a 
plain  more  fblljr  the  gronnds  of  lua  decisoi. 
Since  the  present  Speaker  bad  ben  h  ii' 
ohur,  tliere  had  been  no  oaaeeofthiikBdkt' 
fore  the  Hotwe,  and  onljr  two  cues  nee  ib 
be^nning'of  the  Govenmient.  The  fnl  n 
that  of  ^ief  Jostioe  Ohase,  in  whid  w  q*e- 
tion  like  the  one  now  raised  was  ptatni 
The  case  was  then  considered  andaettdsja 
by  the  House  as  a  privileged  qnedioa  ir- 
Bandolph  aioee  in  hu  seat,  and,  witbd  Kj 
reaolntion  or  ^ledfio  bbargea,  aftu  m>  n- 
marka  on  the  oondnot  of  Judge  ChsKHn' 
for  a  ounndttee  to  take  into  conaidtniM  ^ 
prc^riety  of  impeaching  him.  Hh  WW 
went  on  day  after  day,  and,  by  the  vKvd 
...    _  .     ,       .     .^j£ 


acqaieeoenoe  of  the  Honae,  to^ ; 
other  busitiesB  aa  a  orivi' 
addition  to  this,  the  Ohur 

high  oonstitntional  qnestioL.,  , 

others,  without  reference  to  tbe  raki  cf  >^ 
Honse.  The  Chair,  therefoie,  eouideRd  it 
Honae  bonnd  to  act  on  tbe  letftBtias,  eiv 
by  reoeption  or  rejeotioD  of  it, 

Ur.  Bom,  at  the  sngMaticHi  <^  Xr.  Urifr 
modified  bia  resdationTor  inaotiDg  Asi« 
"preeediDs,"  b^are  the  word  "dtsipa."  *■ 
B.  took  tte  oooauon  fbrtber  to  Bodift  ^ 
reaolnUon,  by  adding  "and  that  tbe  Mi<^ 
mittee  shall  have  power  to  aokd  ftrpcMi!  s' 

nie  resolntipn  as  modified  was  thai  n^' 

Mr.  "ffiai  said  :  Kow,  sir,  I  ask,  whsl » 
the  pr«c«ltn^  charges!  . 

Mr.  Bona  said  ha  had  now  app^fl* 

edutioD  to   the  charge^  sod  would  »)^ 

,emnp  In  that  form  to  be  read. 

The  charges  and  reaidotioBS  weie  uia* 
np  to  the  Chair,  and  read  by  the  OaA- 

At  the  conclnsiaD  ot  the  re«dti«  »r  ^. 
aerk,  there  were  lond  oiai  of  "!>«** 
"Qneation."  . 

Mr.  Catk  Johhboti  mored  to  hr  "»  »* 
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ion  (XL  th«  Ubk.  [Oriea  of  "  Ob,  no ;  let  u 
4¥6  ft  vote."] 

Hr.  BoTTB  called  for  the  jeu  and  nays  on 
bo  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasoe. 

Mr.  WisK,  and  many  other  memberB,  ea- 
reat«d  Mr.  0.  Johnbok  to  withdraw  hU 
lotion ;  but  he  refimed  to  do  bo. 

Tlie  jeOB  and  na;^"  were  then  ordered;  and, 
oing  taken,  resnlted— yeas  101,  uajs  119. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Tlie  qaestion  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
enund  for  the  previona  qneation ;  which  was 

Mr.  CuBHiiio  demanded  the  veas  and  najs 
n  the  qneatloD,  "Shall  the  mam  question  be 
owputt" 

Mr.  Tdbsst  inquired  what  would  be  the 
ffect  of  negativing  the  main  question  I 

The  Bpbaekb  replied,  it  would  drive  the 
uostion  over  till-morrow. 

Ur.  CcsniNa  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
eaa  and  na/a. 

Ur.  Uhdkbwood  renewed  the  demand ;  and 
be  jeaa  and  najB  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  token,  and  re- 
ult«d— yeas  122,  nays  90. 

So  the  rouQ  qnestion  was  ordered. 

Tho  question  then  recarred  on  the  resoln- 
on  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
k>TTa,)  and  roiulted  as  follows : 

Te*s. — Venn.  Adams,  I.and*ir  W.  Andrewi, 
.mold,  Ajrcrigg,  Babcock,  Ban]>.rd,  Uirdaeje, 
lack,  Boudman,  BotM,  Bojd,  Hilton  Browo, 
rilliam  B.  Campbell,  Thomu  J.  Cunpbell,  Gira- 
icra,  Casej,  John  C.  CUrk,  Blalej  N.  Clarke, 
olqaitt,  James  Cooper,  Hark  A  Cooper,  Cnnston, 
rarcDB,  Daniel,  Oairctt  DbtIi,  Deberry,  John 
dwordi,  FeBeeodcn,  FtUmore,  A  LairreDce  Foster, 
amble,   Gentry,   Goegin,   Green,  Halsled,  Bays, 

ouston.  Hunt,  .Joseph  R.  tngenoU,  Jamea,  John 
.  KcDncdy,  King,  Lane,  UcEennan,  Thomu  F. 
araholl,  Uathiot,  Uajnard,  If  oore,  Morgan,  Mor- 
iir,  Osborne,  Oiralcy,  Pcndlctoa,  Powell,  RamMj, 
lexander  Eondall,  Bayner,  Bidgway,  Bodney, 
William  RuuelT,  James  H.  BusscH,  SallODStall,  Sew- 
1,  Bhappcrd,  Sladc,  TrtimaDSiiiitb,So11er8,  Stanly, 
.__^.__,^  John  T.  Stuart,  Saroraera,  J.  B.Thompaon, 


Nats.— Messrs.  B.  J.  Andrews,  Atberton,  Baker, 
arton,  Beeson,  Bldbck,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brewster, 
riggs,  Aaron  T.  Brown,  Cbarlea  Brown,  Burke, 
umell,  William  Butler,  Qreen  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 
.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Gary,  Cbap- 
lOD,  Clifford,  Clintoo,  Colea,  Cowen,  CroM,  Coab- 
ig,  Kichkrd  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean.  Doan,  Ddg, 
lastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fente, 
'harles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Qatea,  Oiddiags,  Gilmer, 
'atrlck  G.  Goode,  Wm.  0.  Goode,  Gordon,  Grahaio, 
[uatioe,  Gwln,  Hanis,  Hastings,  Henry,  Holmes, 
loptiins,  Houck,  Howard,  Hubard,Hadaon,HuD(er, 
amca  Irvln,  WilUatn  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  WllUam  Coit 
ohnsoo,  Gave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jenes,  Kelm,  Ao- 
rcw  Kettuedy,  Lewis,  Llttlefleld,  Lowell,  Abraham 
CcClellan,  Robert  HcClellan,  McKay,  HcKeon,  Mal- 
Ty,  Harehand,  Alfred  Marsha)!,  S.  Maton,J.T.M»> 


Bencher,  HeyDolda,  Rhett,  Rlgg  . 
Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Steeorod, 
Stokeley,  Aleiioder  H.  H.  Stuart,  Samler,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tillinghaat,  Trotti,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Beosselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  Welter, 
Weatbrook,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
Uama,  Wlnthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Augustus  Toung 
—127. 
So  the  HoDse  reftised  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

mSXITATX. 

WKDmsDAT,  January  IL 
Tile  BatUn^t  Law. 

Ur.  Bbxtoit  preeented  the  petition  of  Abra- 
ham B.  Van  Seat  and  others,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  imconditional  re- 
peal of  Uie  (aa  called)  banlcmpt  act,  upon  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitntionality,  and  because 
it  was  destructive  of  the  rights  of  creditors. 

In  presenting  thia  petition,  Ur.  B.  took 
leave,  nnder  the  indnlgeace  of  the  Senate,  to 
correct,  for  the  third  time  in  this  body,  an 
error  into  which  he  had  fallen  some  time  back 
in  relation  to  voluntary  bankruptcy.  Re  had 
been  led  to  believe  that  bankmiitcy  might  be 
voluntary — that  the  English  ttankmpt  sys- 
tem contained  thia  principle ;  and,  conse- 
cpentiy,  the  principle  came  to  us  as  a  part  of 
the  system  which  we  had  borrowed  from 
England.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  thia,  and 
had  expressed  himself  to  that  efi^t  in  several 
speeohes.  He  hod  spoken  in  favor  of  this 
volautary  bankruptcy,  and  on  questions  of 
amendment  or  in  sabstitutioa  of  one  bill  for 
another,  he  had  voted  tn  favor  of  it  But  it  waa 
all  wrong,  and  he  had  declared  and  renounced 
tho  error  in  two  speeches  heretofore  made  he- 
fore  the  Senate — once  in  December,  1B41,  and 
agidn  in  August,  1843 — on  both  which  occasions 
he  had  traced  the  error  to  its  sonrco,  and 
showed  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  English 
systems.  Tlie  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
George  IV.,  (182S,)  was  the  foundation  of  this 
error:  on  referring  to  that  section,  (which  be 
did  a  year  or  two  ago,)  he  found  th(^  the  seo- 
tioD  only  authorized  those  traders  and  mer- 
chants who  were  the  proper  subjects  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  to  make  a  declaration  of  insol- 
vency, and  file  it  in  the  bankmpt  eoaxt,  where 
it  opwated  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  on  which 
the  creditors  might  proceed,  or  not,  as  they 
pleased.  If  the  creditors  did  not  proceed,  and 
that  within  a  limited  time,  tbe  dvolaration  of 
insolvenoy  stood  for  nothing :  tbe  debtor  oould 
not  proceed  upon  it — be  could  not  dras  the 
creditors  into  conrt!  .This  the  section  ^ows. 
Mr.  B.  here  read  the  section  as  follows : 
BanJCnpl  aet  of  the  lixtA  year  of  Qtargi  tV.  (IBSA.) 

"  Sic.  S.  That  if  any  such  trader  shall  Ble  Id  the 
office  of  the  Lord  Cbancellor'a  secretary  of  bank- 
mpta,  a  declaration  in  writing,  itgned  by  such 
truer,  and  attested  by  an  attorney  or  soUcitor, 
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tlut  he  b  inMlvent  or  iiBible  to  meet  hil  eogige- 
meoU,  the  tdd  Micretmrj  of  twnkrnpU,  or  hia  dep- 
uty, ihall  lEgn  ■  memarandnm  U»t  iocb  dedan- 
Qoa  hath  b«en  filed ;  which  memonuidum  (bitU  be 
kDthoritj  for  the  LondoD  Guetle  to  Insert  m  ad- 
Tortlaemeut  of  such  declaration  theivia;  and  eierj 
mch  deet*nition  ahall,  after  euch  KdveitlMlneDt  io- 
■erted  as  aforeaaid,  bit  a»  aei  <^  bankmplcs  tom- 
BlitUd  bg  ncA  TBADIB  of  tlu  lime  Ukii  nuA  ihcla- 
ration  tmJUed:  but  no  commiMioii  shall  lasne 
thereupon,  nnUtt  it  be  sued  out  within  two  calen- 
dar montha  next  after  the  insertion  of  auch  Hd- 
Tertisement,  and  vidttM  iucb  kdrertiBelDent  shall 
have  been  inserted  in  the  London  Qizette  within 
eight  dajB  after  such  deelatstion  filed.  And  no 
docliet  «]»n  be  struck  upon  such  act  of  bsnkniptcT 
before  the  expiration  of  fonr  daji  neil  after  such 
insertion  of  such  adTerUsemeot,  in  case  such  com- 
Dussion  ie  to  be  executed  In  London ;  or  before  the 
ezfuralioQ  of  eight  dajB  neit  ftfter  such  loserlion. 
In  case  such  commission  is  to  be  eiecatcd  in  the 


clsration  havlDg  been  filed.'* 

Having  read  this  section,  Ur.  B.  Bud  it  vaa 
explicit,  and  precluded  argument.  The  Tolon- 
tarj-  action  of  the  debtor,  whioh  it  anthor- 
ized,  was  liniited  to  the  mere  Sling  of  the 
deetaratton  of  insolveacj.  It  went  no  farther; 
and  it  was  confined  to  traders — to  the  tradiog 
classes — who,  alone,  were  subject  to  the  l&wsof 
bankruptcy.  Hr.  B.  said  his  first  error,  in 
acting  upon  this  idea  of  Toliutarr  bsnkmptcf, 
applicable  both  to  traders  and  to  those  who 
were  not,  was  committed  in  1827,  soon  after 
the  British  act  passed,  and  when  be  hod  not 
seen  it.  It  was,  in  fact,  only  one  or  two  years 
ago  that  he  had  seen  the  statue ;  and,  from 
that  time,  hod  renounced  the  error. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  English  had,  as  we  all 
knew,  an  ihboltkmt  btbtbm,  as  well  as  a 
BAKKBUPT  STsnu.  Thej  had  aa  Ikboltbxt 
DasTOBs'  OovBT,  as  well  as  a  BASxKurr 
OoDKT ;  ond  both  these  were  kept  separate, 
although  there  were  no  States  in  England  to  be 
b^den  under  foot  by  treading  down  the  insol- 
vent  laws.  Not  so  with  ns.  Onr  insolvent 
laws,  though  belonging  to  States  colled  sover- 
eign, ore  all  trampled  underfoot!  There  would 
b«  a  time  to  go  into  this.  At  present,  Mr.  B. 
wonld  only  say  that,  in  England,  bankruptcy 
and  inaolvencj  were  still  kept  distinct;  and  no 
Insolvent  trader  was  allowed  to  proceed  as  a 
bankrupt.  On  the  contrary,  an  insolvent, 
applying  in  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Conrt  for 
tbe  release  of  his  person,  could  not  proceed 
one  step  beyond  Imng  his  declaration.  At 
that  point  the  creditors  took  up  the  declaro- 
tioD,  if  they  pleased,  transferred  the  case  to  the 
Bankrupt  Conrt,  and  prosecuted  the  case  in 
that  conrt.  Tills  is  done  by  virtue  of  the  ISth 
section  of  the  Insolvent  I>ebtors'  Act  of  7th 
Geo.  IV.,  (1827.)  Ur.  B.  read  the  seetion,  as 
follows: 
InmAmm<btDn'mt<^  lihytarofGtergt  IV.{\9i1.') 

8m.  18.  And  be  U  further  enaettd.  That  the  filing 
of  the  petition  of  every  jwrnm  in  ftctoai  custody,  whs 


ahall  be  antject  to  the  laws  conceniiii(  tadnjl^ 
and  who  shall  apply  by  petition  to  the  Mil  cow, 
for  bis  or  her  diachai^  f^om  cnstodj,  Kcu&g 
to  this  act,  shall  be  aocouoted  and  a^ndrcd  ■■  M 
af  batihruptai fnm  the  tim*  tfJtIiM  MtditOilm; 
and  UutanjesniBiuitiHiiHuiDgagsbiilsDekpcnoi, 
and  nnder  which  he  or  she  shall  be  dedsnd  byL 
rupt  before  the  time  appointed  by  tlie  Mid  tttn, 
and  advertised  in  the  XowJoit  OaiMt,  At  keui^ 
the  matters  of  each  petition,  or  at  any  tint  nbii 
(wo  calendar  months  &om  the  the  tioK  of&i 
such  petition,  shall  have  eftbct  to  aioid  u;  «t- 
veyance  and  a^sanient  «f  the  estate  ud  tfm 
of  such  person,  whiuh  shall  have  been  nudeiinr- 
■nance  at  the  proviuona  of  this  act ;  JVmiW  d- 
vast.  That  the  filing  of  snch  petidon  did  m  h 
deemed  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  unUa  nd  pam 
be  BO  declared  bankrupt  before  the  tiinc  a  tt 
vertised  as  aforesaid,  or  within  socb  two  oksfa 
months  as  aforosatd ;  but  that  every  mik  w 
veyance  and  assignment  shall  be  good  ud  nU, 
notwithalanding  any  oomnusnon  of  taati^ 
under  wlikh  auch  person  shall  be  dedurl  t*it 
rapt  after  the  time  ao  advertised  as  limnLai 
after  the  expiration  of  aoeh  two  caUadn  Doitlia 
aforesaid." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  accords  with  ttieKdimf 
the  rear  before  in  the  bankrupt  act.  Tien> 
sections  are  acoordant,  and  identical  in  tlitirjrc 
visions.  They  keep  up  the  great  dietiiic^l*' 
tween  insolvency  and  banlmiptoy,  ubiii  na 
of  onr  judges  have  undertaken  to  Bbmpli: 
they  keep  up,  also,  the  great  distinction  t«nea 
the  proper  subjects  of  bankmptcj— a  t-'- 
traders,  and  those  who  are  not  tradm;  tnl 
they  keep  up  the  distinction  betweea  tk  re- 
lease of  the  person  (which  is  the  objeftstdn 
insolvent  law)  and  the  extinction  (rf  tiw  i^ 
with  the  consent  of  creditors,  whiebiiilj 
object  of  insolvent  systems.  By  tLi»Bediiai! 
the"per»on"  in  custody  whofilesadetnw* 
of  insolvency  shall  be  a  trader,  sol(j«l  to  li* 
laws  of  bankruptcy,  it  only  operates  m  w  »* 
of  bankruptcy,  upon  which  the  credilon  W! 
proceed,  or  not,  as  they  please.  If  tl*7  F* 
ceed,  it  is  done  by  sning  out  a  wniiiassie  i 
bankniptoy ;  which  carries  the  ei»  W  t* 
bankrupt  court.  If  the  creditors  do  »*  i*^ 
ceed,  the  petition  of  the  insolvent  tnd««« 
releosea  his  person.  Being  subject  Ifl  l"* 
mptcy,  his  creditors  may  call  him  ii* " 
bankrupt  ooittt,  if  they  please;  if  thejJ""* 
he  cannot  take  it  there,  nor  daim  the  tem 
of  bankmptcj  in  the  insolvent  mwI:  1*,"* 


ted  something  worse  than  a  folly  in  n<*  «p' 
ing  this  section.  That  act  creates  two  iW 
of  bankruptey— voluntary  an  intohniT 
—and,  by  a  singular  folly,  makes  Hi™*! 
vertible  1  BO  that  all  may  be  vohmtwrs  B^ 
please.  It  makes  merchants,  traders,  ban^ 
and  some  others  of  the  trading  olasBcs,  mf^ 
to  involontary  bankruptcy  :  then  It  giTft^" 
person*  whatever  the  right  to  proewd  ^ 
tarily.  ThuB  the  involuntary  wlijeffl  " 
bankruptcy  may  become  tcdnnteeB;  •»  "* 
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distinction  becomes  ridicolous  and  nnlL  Onr 
act,  which  b  compiled  from  tito  English  Insol- 
vent  Debtors'  Ac^  and  is  itself  nothing  bat  an 
insolTent  lair  ^rrerted  to  <he  abolition  of 
debts  at  the  will  of  the  debtor,  should  have 
copied  tbe  18th  wction  of  the  English  insol- 
vent  law :  for  want  of  copying  this,  it  annihi- 
lated involnntiiry  bankmptcy — made  all  pei^ 
tons,  traders  or  not,  volnntcers  who  chose  to 
i>e  so — released  all  debts,  at  the  will  of  tbe 
debtor,  without  the  consent  of  a  single  creditor 
—and  committed  tbe  most  dnring  ontrage 
ipon  the  laws  of  propertj  which  the  world 
sver  beheld  1 

Stport  on  iAe  Fine  on  ffenerat  Jadaon, 

The  resolution  introdnoed  bj  Kr.  Lieth  to 
jrint  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
n^oritv,  and  20,000  of  the  report  of  the 
ninoritj  of  the  Committee  on  the  Jndleiarj  on 
ih«  bill  to  indemnifj  General  Andrew  Jackson 
'or  damages  sustained  in  the  discharge  of  bis 
ifficial  duties,  came  up  for  eoosideration. 

Ur.  Allb»  demanded  the  jreaa  and  najs  on 
be  resolution ;  wbidi  were  ordered,  and 
vore  as  follows ; 

Teu. — McMra.  AUgd,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Foltoo, 
ling,  Liun,  McRoborU,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Cod- 
lecticut,  8tnrgeoQ,  Ttppui,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Villiams,  Woodburj,  Wnghl,  and  Young — 17. 

Nirs. — Heisn.  Archer,  Burrow,  Bates,  B^jtrd, 
tcrrieii,  Chonte,  Clayton,  Connd,  CrafU,  CiiCten- 
Icn,  Dajton,  Evans,  Oriham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
fcDaffle,  Hanruni,  Uiller,  Iforehead,  Porter,  Smith 
<r  IndiaaJL,  White,  and  Woodbridge—SS. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  print  the  reports. 
Oregon  Teiritorjf. 

The  hill  to  aotliorize  the  occupation  and 
ettlemeot  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  came 
ip  as  the  nnfinished  business;  the  qnestii 
lending  being,  "Shall  this  hill  pass?" 

Ur.  Tappax  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
dopted  by  tbe  Seosto ;  for  be  considered  it  of 
ho  utrooat  importance  that  it  should  pass, 
ottrithatanding  tbe  reasons  which  had  been 
ssigned  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
ad  the  Senator  from  Ifosaachusetta,  on  a 
jrmor  day,  against  its  passage.  It  appeared 
hat,  by  oertalo  treaty  stipulations  between 
his  Government  and  Great  Britain,  entered 
ito  in  tbe  year  1818,  tbe  British  had  the  right 
f  trading  throughont  the  whole  of  that  terri- 
ory ;  of  entering  into  all  the  ports  and  bar- 
orsupon  the  coast;  and  of  carrying  on  their 
rode  therein,  as  freely  and  as  fully  as  might 
>e  done  by  tiie  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Tnder  this  treaty,  the  British  Trading  Corn- 
Any  had  erected  a  fort,  called  Tort  Vancon- 
er,  and  had  settled  and  cultivate  aomo  of  tbe 
djacent  lands:  bnt  to  what  extend  he  (Mr. 
'appan)  did  not  know. 

And  now  (s^d  Ur.  Tappak)  we  have  the 
iropo»tion  advanced  in  this  Senate,  that  these 
reaty  stipolationa  give  to  Great  Britain  a 
enaucy  in  oommon  with  the  Oorenimant  of 
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the  United  States  within  the  Oregon  Teni- 
toiy— that  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  bad  a 
right  to  ooonpy  it  with  the  dtiiens  of  the 
United  States.  No  Senator  had  intimated  any 
doubt  as  to  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 
the  territory,  founded  upon  discovery  and 
upon  treaties.  As  to  the  treaty  or  convention 
of  1818,  although  bethought  the  construction 
put  on  it  by  honorable  Senators  was  quite  a 
forced  constmotion.  he  would  guard  against 
the  oonseqnences  of  such  construction,  tnat  it 
might  not  grow  up  into  an  admitted  claim  to 
the  whole  territory. 

Ur.  OAuionK  said  he  bad  merely  stated 
what  Interpretation  waspnt  upon  tbe  treaty; 
he  had  ^ven  no  opinion  as  to  the  correotnen 
of  that  interpretation. 

Hr.  Tappah  said  the  Senate  would  reoolleot 
that  there  had  been  reoently  before  them  a 

Siestioa  08  to  the  North-eBstem  boundary  of 
e  United  States.  That  question  had  arisen 
from  the  same  kind  of  carelessness  or  igno- 
rance in  onr  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  which  seemed  to  have  prev^ed  in 
negotiating  the  convention  of  1818, 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  the  north- 
west comer  of  Nova  Scotia  was  the  point  from 
which  the  boundaiy  line  of  the  United  States 
wasj»  be  mn,  and  it  was  the  point  at  whicji 
that  boundary  line  was  to  terminate.  'Whatever 
nnoertainty  there  might  be  In  the  description 
of  any  port  of  that  boundary,  there  was  none 
whatever  in  the  place  where  the  line  should 
begin  and  end;  nor  was  there  any  difflculty, 
doabt,  uT  uncertainty,  as  to  where  that  north- 
west comer  was  to  be  found.  The  map  which 
it  is  known  tliat  the  oommisaiouers  bad  before 
them,  and  used,  as  well  as  all  the  English  maps 
of  their  North  American  possessions,  agreed  m 

K'acing  this  comer  far  north  of  the  St.  John 
iver,  and  west  of  the  Bay  of  Oholeurs.  I 
speak  of  English  maps,  because  it  is  well 
Known  that  the  French  claimed  that  the  north- 
em  part  of  Hfune  belonged  to  Canada,  andl^dlt 
down  accordingly  on  their  maps  of  that  country, 
even  after  the  peace  1T83.  Any  ordinary  conn- 
try  snrveyor  mlghthaveascert^ed  where  that 
north-west  corner  of  Nova  Bcotia  was,  and  from 
that  mighthave  ran  the  north  HneofMaino;  nor 
would  any  two  honest  surveyors  have  differed 
as  to  the  position  of  that  comer,  or  tbe  line 
to  be  mn  from  or  to  it. 
This  matter,  so  clear,  and,  until  then,  nn- 
spnted,  was  made  donbthl  and  nncertain  by 
ir  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  If 
that  treaty,  instead  of  stipnlalang  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  commission,  "to  run  and 
mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
Govemments,"  had  reqnired  such  oommlsdon 
"to  ascertain  the  north-west  comer  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  to  run  the  line  IWtm  and  to  that 
point,"  no  difflculty  woold  ever  have  arisen 
between  the  two  Governments  as  to  either  the 
north  or  east  line  of  Koine ;  but,  as  tlie  treaty 
stipulated  that  if  the  commissioners  disagreed 
where  the  line  was,  it  should  be  left  to  some 
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frietidl]r  power  to  detennioe,  the  BritiBh 
OoTemtnent,  with  their  usual  adroitneas,  seised 
noon  this  agreemeot  to  draw  off  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  &om  the  trne  point  for  settlement,  and 
£z  it  npon  an  inqniry  and  examination  as  to 
where  are  the  hiRhltmds  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  of  peace.  The  British  GoTernment, 
after  fusing  this  oontroversf ,  took  possesion 
of  the  c«nnti7  north  of  the  St  John,  and  held 
it  hj  militarjr  force.  Yon  all  know  (said  Mr. 
T.)  the  long  train  of  negotiation  which  we 
have  been  amnsed  with  upon  this  nutter ;  the 
leferenoe  of  the  qneation  of  "  where  were  the 
highlands,"  to  the  King  of  Holland ;  and  his 
award,  and  the  r^ection  of  it  h;  this  Govern- 
ment He  woold  now  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  close  of  this  controversj  to  the 
treaty  reoently  concluded  with  Lord  Ashhnr- 
ton.  The  negotiation  of  this  treaty  shows  the 
oomplete  sqccom  of  British  diplomacy.  A  terri- 
tory which  had  been  onra,  not  only  without 
dispnte,  bnt  withoat  any  sospicion  as  to  the 
goodness  of  onr  title,  fbr  more  than  thirty 
years,  nntil  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  admitted 
by  oar  own  Secretary  of  State  to  have  never 
belonged  to  as.  When  the  late  treaty  with 
Great  Brit^  was  laid  before  the  Senate,  with 
the  oorreapondence  which  led  to  it,  it  was  seen 
that  the  boundary  settled  by  it,  between  our 
possessions  and  the  British,  was  one  proposed 
Dy  our  Government,  and  acceded  to  by  the 
British  negotiator,  givins  them  all  the  terri- 
tory north  of  the  St  John,  and  a  l^rse  tract 
west^  which  they  had  never  claimed.  We  lost 
all  this  (said  Ur.  T.)  by  negotiation,  and  would 
not  regain  it  without  a  war ;  for  in  any  fbtare 
ne^tiatlon  or  reference  aa  to  the  northern  line 
of  Ifaine,  we  oonld  not  expect  the  British  to 
recede  from  the  St.  John,  when  we  had  offer- 
ed, not  to  cede  the  comttry  north  of  that 
river  for  an  eqaivalont,  but  to  fix  npon  that  as 
the  true  bonndary  intended  to  be  described  in 
the  treaty  of  1768.  For  this  reaaon,  be  voted 
to  ratify  this  treaty.  The  boundary  was  our 
own  proposition ;  and  we  would  be  oonaidered 
by  the  whole  civilized  world  as  precluded  from 
odvancinK  a  claim  to  a  more  northern  bonn- 
dary. The  territory  was  lost  by  oar  own  fi>lly, 
and  oonld  not  be  regained  withont  a  war ;  and 
war,  in  the  present  stateof  the  country,  (which 
he  wonld  not  explain,  as  it  was  nnderstood  by 
eTei7  Senator,)  was,  with  hhn,  entirely  im- 
praoticahle. 

Individuals  (aald  Ifr.  T.)  are  called  fools  if 
they  will  not  profit  by  their  own  experienoe : 
BO  are  nations.  If^  soon  afler  the  treaty  of 
1783,  we  had  granted  the  land  in  the  north 
part  of  Maine,  and  invited  a  settlement  to  be 
made  on  it  it  would  never  have  been  claimed 
by  Great  Britain.  The  north-west  comer  of 
Nova  Sootia  would  now  be  the  north-eaat  oor- 
ner  of  the  United  SUtes.  But,  instead  of 
Mttling  it  ourselves,  we  let  the  British  settle 
ft;  we  negotiated  nntil  it  was  gone  from  na. 
Be  waa  for  taking  »  very  diObreat  conne  with 


the  Oregon  Territory.  He  woaid  k(  Ibe 
hardy  Western  yeomanry  in  upon  Halt  corn- 
try;  he  wonld  plant  fif^tbooHndniksibet, 
ia  hands  that  knew  how  to  use  them ;  ml  u 
more  would  be  heard  of  Britid  d«mHitt,or 
British  claims  to  that  territory.  If  (trid  It. 
T.)  this  is  not  done — if^  from  W  fi!oSa&f 
our  old  mother,  we  forbear  to  take  atTougf^ 
session  of  the  country,  andra>on&(fCifii:iii{ud 
arbitrating  about  it  aa  we  ujd  about  11um-1^ 
ond-bye  some  Secretary  of  Stale  vill  b«  imi 
propoHDg  the  line  of  the  Bocky  MouUuu  > 
the  West«rn  boundary  of  our  ekniou  Cwa 
Tea,  and  proposing  it  witen  we  ure  Dot  innlit 
thenadonin  a  war.  He  would  tnMttounl 
contin^noy.  He  wonld  settle  th«  ccntn 
immediately,  and  hold  It 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Skvux,  who  mtiiutri  t 
desire  to  ezamioe  certain  documenU  lAtiif. 
to  this  snbject,  the  bill  was  infonuil;  jisd 

On  motion  of  llr.  HnxnsaTos, 
The  Senate  ai^oacued. 

TncitsDAT,  January  IS. 
Onf<m  TerriUrg. 

The  bin  to  airthorin  the  oeoqitfiaBc 
settiement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregoi.  an 
up  as  the  onfiniahed  bnrineas;  th«  fonv 
pending  being,  "  Shall  this  bill  passi "  j 

Mr.  Skvob  said  the   Select  Oommittc  b     ' 
whom  the  subject  of  the  settlement  ofikOn- 
gon  Territory  had  been  refened,  iii  ate     i 
vored,  in  considering  the  subject,  to  tMtn     I 
objects — one  was  the  preaervation  of  oarW* 
al  futh,  and  the  other  the  preservi^rf"' 
rightful  i>03$es3i(«is  west  of  the  BottjH^     I 
tslns.     And  the  committee  believed  tbittte 
two  objects  will  bo  effected  by  th«  fa«f' 
the  bill  they  have  submitted  to  the  Seuu. 

It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  End  tin!  (K7 
Senator  conceded  the  point,  that  oar  Mi' 
the  territory  in  question  wss  incwiBwl''- 
That  qaestion  had  been  well  settled. 

He  bad  in  bis  possession  doenmtDts  lU     . 
set  forth,  ia  brief  and  comprebenan  tem 
the  claim  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.    Gaflatin  had    claimed  for  th»  Ta*      I 
States  the  possession  of  this  territciy  <•  '^ 
grounds: 

The  first  diicoveiT  of  the  CoIamlHt,  i;  ^' 

Brrt  exptontion  of  the  terrilory  thiwrt  «= 

tbat  river  flows,  by  Lewis  aod  CUtk;  >M  »'^ 

Ubliihment  of  the  Brat  pcaCfl  and  sHtloMstt  ■  • 

said  territory,  by  eitiiens  «f  the  Valtcd  SM- 

■■  The  virtual  recognition  by  the  Brfti*  «««• 
^.jt  of  the  title  of  the  Unbrni  StaM^  b  <lf^ 
totion  of  the  post  near  the  ssotith  af  iko  Ciki* 
a^eibly  to  the  flrrt  artiele  of  Iht  (Mat/  (ta* 
without  any  mervatioD  or  exc*{itloB  ■tawti* 

"  The  soquUliOD  bj  the  United  flist"  "J/;  J 
tillea  of  Spain,  whioh  titles  were  J*^^,"*" 
discovery  anileiploratianDftbec<Mt>«f'*<'^ 
in  question,  by  EipauJ^  sntgeets,  btkn  lb»i^ 
been  seen  by  the  people  of  any  e^m  o"*' 
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"And,  lutl;,  upon  tlM  giwind  of  tonliffuUj/, 
which  sbonld  gire  to  the  Onited  StalM  >  ttroager 
right  to  Umm  (erritoKei  than  oould  be  kdvanccd  by 
UT  «thei  power.  >If,'iaid  Mt.  GtUadn,  'a  fair 
tradioK  fiwtoriei  on.tbs  ihores  of  Hadson'i  Baj 


Uouotaina — if  "tba  infant  eelllemenU  on  the  more 
soatheni  Atlantic  shore i  Justified  «  claim  (hence  to 
tlie  South  Scu,  and  which  was  aetnall;  enforced  to 
the  HiBriMippi — that  of  the  milltonB  of  Amencan 
ciliien*  alreadj  within  reach  of  thoae  aeoa,  cannot 
eonaistenllr  b«  r^eeted.  It  will  tiot  tw  denied, 
that  tbe  extent  of  eontlfaotia  eoontrr  to  wUch  tui 
t  glTM  a  prior  rigfat,  nuat  depend, 
lie  dfgice,  on  tbe  tnagBitnde  and 
popnUtion  of  that  Mttleraent,  and  on  the  &alit)' 
with  which  the  adjacent  land  tnaf,  within  a  ahort 
time,  be  occupied,  wttlad,  and  cultivalcd  by  eueh 


population,  compared  with  the  probabilitj  of  its 
being  occupied  and  settled  froni  but  other  quarter. 
This  doctrine  was  admitted  to  its  fullest  extent  bf 


Orcat  Britain,  u  appeared  by  all  her  charters, 
tending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  giren  to 
the  cclonica  established  then  onlf  on  the  borders 
of  tbe  Atlantic.  Bow  much  more  natural  and 
stronger  the  claim,  when  made  b;  a  nation  whose 
population  extended  to  the  central  parts  of  tbe 
continent,  and  whose  dominions  were  by  all  ac- 
knowledged to  extend  to  the  Bockjr  Konntains." 

Theae  were  tho  point)  upon  whtcb  onr  olaim 
was  bused.  It  wu  mmaaestarj  to  tronbla  the 
Senate  by  going  anj  farther  into  the  evidence 
of  QUI  title.  Onr  diaooverj  of  the  coontry 
drained  bj  the  Colombia  River  bod  been  made 
oe  eorlT  as  tbe  year  1793.  Bnt  onr  clsiia  did 
not  rest  alone  upon  prioritj  of  diBcoTory,  bnt 
also  upon  a  treaty  of  cession  with  Spain,  by 
wliicb  the  title  of  Spain  to  the  ooontry'  in 
question,  in  1919,  became  the  property  of  the 
United  Stales.  We  had  not,  in  the  year  1793, 
OQj  settlement  west  of  the  Mississippi  Siver, 
triiich  then  belonged  to  6pm ;  and,  m  fact,  but 
few  settlers  west  of  the  Alleghoay  Mountdns. 
Wo  hod  no  State  west  of  tbe  Uhio  Birer  or 
of  tbe  Alleghany  Moontains ;  and  it  was  there- 
fore a  matter  of  no  consequence  whether  we 
owned  the  territory  at  that  early  period  or  not. 
But  in  the  year  1S08,  when  the  treaty  with 
the  French  Republio  was  mode,  it  had  tiecome 
importaot  that  we  should  possess  that  portion 
of  the  country,  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  for 
the  sake  of  the  fur  trade  and  of  the  lumber 
trade ;  but  most  of  oil  was  it  important  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  onr  settlements  firom 
tho  Indians,  who  were  tampered  with,  as  hod 
always  been  tbe  cose,  by  tbe  E^ish.  Henee 
it  wonld  be  found  that  ICr.  Jo^rson  had,  as 
early  as  1804,  reooaunended  to  OonKresa  an 
appropriation  fi>r  theexplorotion  of  tbe  Misaonrl, 
and  the  oonntry  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountuns. 
Lewis  and  Clvk  were  acoonlinafy  authorized 
to  explore  the  Hissonri  River  to  Its  soorca,  and 
thence  tbe  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains to  the  Ocean;  and  thoy  were  the  first 
who  explored  the  tract  of  country  lyingaloDg 
tbe  courw  of  that  river,  and  west  of  the  Booky 


Uoontains.  Fursuine  the  same  object,  Vr. 
Uadison  granted  jacilities  for  the  establish' 
meut  of  a  uolony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colnni- 
hio,  upon  the  application  of  Ifr.  Astor.  A 
settlement  was  formed,  and  a  fort  erected,  and 
an  important  oommerce  was  established  wilh 
Ras^  and  with  China.  Bat  when  the  war  of 
1813  broke  ont,  that  coast  being  under  the 
ooatrol  and  in  the  possession  of  renegades, 
it  was  g^ven  to  a  British  armed  force,  with- 
out firing  a  gtm.  Had  there  been  a  snfBcient 
foroe,  the  result  would  have  probably  been  dif- 
ferent. But  the  place  was  surrendered ;  and 
it  continued  to  oe  occupied  hy  the  British 
until  the  treaty  of  1818,  when  our  commis- 
sionera  reanired  its  surrender,  and  it  was 
given  up.  But,  the  British  having  occupied 
the  eonntry  for  so  long  a  period — from  1818 
until  1618 — they  bad  been  enabled  to  erect 
a  line  of  forts,  and  to  extend  their  settlemeuta 
over  the  whole  country ;  and,  when  our  people 
come  again  into  possession,  they  found  them- 
selves under  considerable  disadvantage — all 
the  most  important  points  being  pre-occupied 
by  the  English ;  who  had  taken  care  also  to 
instil  in  to  the  Indian  trilieB  such  a  hatred  of  our 
peo[^e,  that  it  was  dangerous  fur  them  to 
attempt  farming  a  settlement  at  all.  They 
were  compelled,  in  some  coses,  to  abandon 
their  forts.  And,  when  an  attempt  was  made, 
in  1818,  to  settie  the  line  of  boundary,  the 
British  refused  to  come  to  any  terms,  Th^ 
desired  to  navigate  the  Colombia  Kiver,  and, 
in  fact,  to  command  the  whole  country. 
The  oonseqnence  was,  that  certain  stipolationa, 
by  which  (he  counti?  was  to  be  occupied  in 
common  for  tbe  space  of  ten  years,  were  en- 
tered into.  If  Senators  would  for  a  moment 
turn  their  attention  to  the  terms  of  those 
stipulations,  they  would  find  that  no  provision 
was  contained  in  them  hy  which  the  settlement 
of  that  tract  of  country  was  prohibited  or 
prevented.  Each  nation  bad  the  right  to  clmm 
access  to  the  ports  of  the  other,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade  and  commerce.  There  was  no 
provision  hy  which  settlement  wos  restricted. 
He  had  procured  a  work,  which  was  prepared 
for  the  State  Department,  bv  Greenhow,  in 
which  this  arrangement  will  be  found,  and  in 
which  much  other  valuahlo  information,  con- 
nected with  the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
that  country,  is  also  to  he  found. 

Tbe  British  had  extended  their  settiements 
everywhere ;  and  not  only  bad  they  done  this, 
bat  tiiey  bad  gone  on  and  attached  tbe  whole 
of  that  country  to  the  province  of  Canada, 
^pointed  justices  of  the  peace,  and  were  ad- 
ministering their  lawsthrunghoul  that  country. 

What  was  it  that  we  now  proposed  to  do } 
We  proposed  to  endeavor  to  get  possesion  of 
what  wo  were  entitied  to,  and  of  which  we  hod 
for  so  long  a  time  been  kept  ont  of  piosaesaion. 
By  passhig  this  bill,  we  sbonld  extend  to  our 
settlements  that  protection  and  encourage- 
ment they  so  much  needed.  The  bill  had 
been  more  oorefolly  drawn  than  that  whioh 
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passed  the  Britiah  Parliament ;  for  proviaion 
tiad  been  mode  that,  in  all  cases,  persons  olahn- 
faig  to  be  British  settlers  Bhoold  be  handed 
over  to  the  British  authorities  for  trial ;  where- 
as thej  made  no  snoh  concession  on  their  part, 
bnt,  on  the  oontniry,  compelled  every  aggres- 
sor to  be  tried  \rj  her  laws,  as  administered 
in  the  courts  of  Canada,  and  the  Bmaller  of- 
fences bT'Jastioes  of  the  peace  within  the  ter- 
ritory. 

Ur.  Lnm  here  stated  the  additional  fact, 
that  the  British  ereD  clidmed  the  right  to 
exercise  Jurisdiction  over  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
had  sctnally  tried  and  execnted  Indians  for 
capital  offences. 

Mr.  Barns  proceeded  to  obserre  that  this  bill 
had  been  fVamed  with  a  view  to  as  great  liber- 
ality as  possible.  It  provided  for  tiie  build- 
ing of  a  chain  of  forts  across  the  nonntatns. 
The  British  had  been  bdldiug  forts  them- 
selves everywhere  \  they  oonld  not,  then,  find 
fiinlt  with  OS  for  doing  what  Uiey  had  already 

Now,  what  were  the  ol^ections  which  we 
raised  against  the  pasBag«  of  this  bill  t  Oi 
objection  was,  that  by  it  we  grant  land  to 
settlern.  He  (Mr,  8.)  looked  upon  this  as  the 
very  life  and  soul  of  the  bill.  Strike  ont  this 
provision,  and  yon  wonid  have  no  settiers 
ttiero ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  country  would 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  British  benoe- 
forth  and  forever. 

Look  at  the  situation  of  the  country.  Con- 
sider the  distance  from  llie  confines  of  Missouri 
to  bo  traversed  by  settlers — throngh  a  country, 
too,  filled  wltli  Indians,  many  of  them  hostile 
— a  country  throngh  which  there  was  no  road, 
and  in  which  they  could  only  Eubsist  by  tlieir 
slcill  and  success  as  hunters.  They  would  have 
to  traverse  the  mountuns  amid  hostile  bands 
of  Indians,  and  afterwards  descend  the  ri' 
where  they  would  meet  the  British — w( 
antagonists  than  the  Indians.  They  would 
have  then  to  establish  their  settlements,  make 
their  improvements,  and  erect  their  mills ; 
this  wodd  be  a  work  of  time,  requiring  two 
or  three  years ;  and  until  this  was  done,  they 
would  have  to  subsist  upon  the  fish  of  the  river 
and  the  game  of  the  woods.  Was  it  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  any  one  would  be  willing  to 
encounter  these  difflcnities  and  dangers  with- 
out the  hope  of  reward  I  No.  In  his  (minion, 
the  bounty  was  too  small.  Be  did  not  believe 
they  would  get  a  single  settler  to  go  there. 
If  the  land  clsnse  was  stricken  ont,  they 
might  as  well  destroy  the  whole  bill ;  they 
would  then  have  a  line  of  forts  erected,  with- 
out settlers  to  be  protected ;  they  would  have 
forts  to  protect  nobody,  for  nobody  wonld 
go  there.  They  wonld  sottle  on  this  side  of 
the  mountains,  where  there  were  no  difficulties 
to  be  encountered.  For  hia  own  part,  he 
wonld  rather  see  the  bounty  quadrupled.  Ee 
was  sorry  to  bear  so  much  said  about  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  taA.  our  fears  of  her 


Hiough  Qreat  Britafai  had  flBid  tks  ■hb 
worid  with  dread,  yet  lis  hoped  to  m  gw 
nation,  at  least,  that  wonld  act  soeeoiDli  ta  bs 
Bf^eemon — and  that  nation  via  tba  XviA 
States.  He  hoped  to  see  this  rtxaCrjtrrj 
ont  her  laws,  regardless  of  what  Oreit  BriUii 
might  think  or  do.  Thia  coontry  had  ilndf 
experienced  aggresmons  oa  the  put  of  Cna 
Bntain.  The  jrablio  mind  wsa  ■  tittle  m  ■ 
thia  an^ect.  He  would  dislike  to  see  iImi  n- 
peated,  thongh  he  did  not  fear  the  pora  4 
fnglaud.  On  a  lato  oocanon  be  bid  Tottdu 
take  poaaeodon  of  a  tract  of  ocontr;  dmd 
by  Great  Britain.  And  he  was  net  iIom  ii 
that  vote— he  had  with  him  the  Benskr  ha 
Missouri — and  not  snoceeding,  be  had  vui 
for  the  treaty.  He  had  grown  tired  of  iiefM» 
tions  at  that  time,  and  was  moie  sa  now ;  ai 
he  believed  other  Senators  were  also. 

In  regard  to  this  subject,  he  desired  tmt 
action  should  take  place.  We  had  a  n|Ult 
the  whole  of  that  country,  from  ths  MfUK 
to  the  Rnaaian  possesuons — all  of  it  that  m 
worth  oltuming ; — for  south  of  43  dcfM 
parallel,  there  was  not  suffident  rain  lor  qs- 
oultnral  purposes.  .The  only  portkn  Ji  kr 
cultivation  was  from  4S  degrees  to  4>dt(n» 
of  north  latitude.  If  the  British  were  oAai 
to  the  country  north  of  the  4()th  panUif 
latitude,  they  conld  have  no  othtr  oliM  a 
remaining  there  bnt  the  carrying  aanliib 
trade,  that  would  soon  be  exhamtd;  aii 
when  that  is  exhausted,  that  whole  (nx,M 
by  British  and  Russians,  will  be  itMatei 
and,  of  consequence,  virtoally  M  iste  ^ 
possession. 

He  believed  the  poarcssion  ct  tbtt  wmfiT 
was  highly  important  to  this  GoveranNettr 
the  pnrpoae  oi  carrying  on  our  trade  ii  v 
Pacific  Ocean  with  China  and  Bnesii.  itn 
important  that  we  should  havea|riKe*hn 
our  vessels  might  go  for  snppliM  and  t't' 
pairs ;  the*  were  now  obliged  to  Rsort  U  tis 
Sandwich  Islands  for  these  purpoMS.  Ef* 
sidered  it  Important,  also,  tn  ordv  to  KtMcn 
peooe  upon  oar  frontier.  He  wonU  1^ 
favor  of  putting  in  operation  the  jmift 
advanced  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  hie  Itaanpfe 
Congress  in  l!>ecember,  1898, 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that 

"  The  occsMon  had  been  jndgcd  prepat  t»  » 
serting  as  >  principle,  in  which  the  rigiu  »»'  • 
terests  of  the  United  States  ara  fnvelTtd,  iWM 
American  conlinenta,  by  Ibe  free  aad  iiidF|WS* 
cmdltloti  which  thsy  have  assniMd  sad  nakKMt 
ate  henceforth  not  tobeconaideTadassilgi'*'' 
oolCHiiiation  by  any  Eoiopaan  poser." 

This  is  a  sentiment  to  wMdi  be  ™''^*J 
dially  responded ;  and  in  order  to  c«tj  H  ^ 
to  the  letter,  he  was  willing  to  Meooato'^ 
dlffioultiee  and  dangers.  Be  wooH  be  *w 
if  our  financial  condltitm  would  jum  '^^ 
vot»  a  million  or  two  of  ddlan  »  »» ' 
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nilroad  from  the  th>atjen  of  Uiawnri,  op  the 
valley  of  the  river  Flatto,  to  its  loaiae  id  the 
Bocl^  MoontalnB ;  aad  on  this  road,  between 
IhtM  points,  which  oonld  be  tntvelled  in  two 
DT  three  daja,  cairj  all  our  emigrants  and 
Iheir  effects  for  a  jrear  or  two,  &ee  of  cost  or 
ibsrgos.  But,  qnfortiiDatel7,  we  have  not  got 
ha  tuaney  for  making  snoh  a  road,  although  over 
iBcb  s  covntrj,  which  b  level  and  a  prairie, 
rbere  there  wonld  be  no  grading  of  oonie- 
loence,  and  no  timber  or  obstructions  to  remove, 
t  would  eoet  comparatively  bnt  a  trifling  snm 
—perhaps  o  miUion  and  a  hal^  or  two  mUlions 
if  dollars.  I  wonld  at  this  time  prefer  audi 
in  expenditure  of  the  pnhlio  money,  bi  any 
liatribution  of  it  to  tlie  States. 

Ue  was  Borry  to  find  Senators  object  to  pnr- 
ne  this  course,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to 
Sreat  Britain.    She  had  been  exuading  her 

Jttletncnts  sonth  of  the  Columbia  Hirer,  and 
e  bod  erected  forts ;  bat  the  buildiog  of  forts 
Jone  by  ns,  without  including  settlers  to  mi- 
irate,  would  as  sp«odIly  set  us  by  the  ears 
rith  Great  Britain,  as  if  we  made  Uie  grants. 
'heso  were  the  views  he  untertained  in  rela- 
ion  to  the  snbJecL  Be  hoped,  therefore,  tlie 
itll  would  pass,  as  he  believed  it  was  highly 
tnportant  to  the  interest  of  this  country  that 
he  Territory  of  Or^^n  should  be  settled  and 
irotected. 

Ur.  Bbhtok  Mid  he  would  not  restate  the 
American  title  to  this  country :  it  had  been 
rell  done  by  others  who  hod  preceded  him  in 
be  debate.  He  wonld  only  give  a  little  more 
levelopment  to  two  points — the  treaties  of 
303  and  1810;  the  iormer  with  France,  by 
ihich  we  ac^nired  Loaisiana;  the  latter  with 
Ipain,  by  which  we  acquired  all  her  rights  on 
lie  north  west  coast  of  America  north  of  42 
agrees.  By  the  first  of  these  treaties  we  be- 
ome  a  party  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty 
f  Utrecut,  between  France  and  England;  the 
reaty  of  peace  of  3714,  which  terminated  the 
rara  of  Queen  Anne  and  Lonia  XIV.,  and 
ettled  all  their  differences  of  every  kind  in 
lurope  and  America,  and  nndertook  to  pre- 
cnt  the  reoiurence  of  futare  differences  be- 
1  them.  The  10th  article  of  this  treaty 
id  to  their  settlements  and  territories  in 
lurth  America,  and  directed  commissaries  to 
e  appointed  to  mark  and  define  their  poeses- 
iuDS.  These  commisBarica  -did  their  work, 
'hey  drew  a  line  from  ocean  to  ocean  to  eepa- 
ite  tlie  French  and  British  dominions,  and  to 
revent  future  encroachments  and  collisions, 
liis  line  began  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and 
illowed  a  courae  slightly  south  of  west,  to  the 
entre  of  Korth  America,  leaving  tbe  British 
3ttlementa  of  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  north,  and 
le  French  Canadian  possessions  to  the  south, 
his  line  took  for  a  landmark  the  Lake  of  the 
foods,  which  was  then  believed  to  bo  due 
ast  from  the  head  of  tbe  Hiaslssippi;  and 
:om  tliat  point  took  the  49th  parallel  of  north 
ititude  indefinitely  to  the  west.  The  languiM 
f  the  line  ia  "  ind4^it«/y,- "  and  this  estab- 
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lished  the  northern  boundary  of  Louisiana, 
and  erected  a  wall  beyond  which  future  French 
settlements  oould  not  cross  to  the  north,  nor 
British  to  the  south. 

As  purchasers  of  Louisiana,  the  treaty  of  1803 
made  us  party  to  the  lOtb  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  and  made  the  49th  parallel  the  same 
to  us  and  the  British,  which  it  had  been  to  tbe 
French  and  the  British :  it  became  a  wall 
which  neither  could  pass,  so  for  aa  it  depended 
upon  that  line.  This  the  British  saw,  and 
quickly  went  to  work  to  abrogate  or  mutilate 
a  line  which  presented  an  impassable  barrier  to 
Uieir  designs  upon  the  Columbia  River.  The 
American,  Captain  Gray,  had  first  discovered 
that  river  at  its  mouth,  in  ITQO;  Lewis  and 
Clark  had  dieoovered  it  from  its  bead  to  the 
sea  in  1S04-S  ;  and  these  discoveries  of  contig- 
uous territory  gave  us  tbe  rights  of  first  dia- 
oovery  over  the  whole  river,  in  addition  to  the 
rights  derived  Avm  treaties.  But  no  sooner 
had  CaptAin  Gray  discovered  this  great  river 
than  the  British  coveted  it,  and  sent  out  Mo- 
Keniie  to  discover  it  over  again,  and  esperaally 
to  find  its  head  in  high  northern  latitudes.  To 
do  thia,  MoKenzie,  proceeding  from  Canada, 
bore  far  to  the  nortn ;  missea  all  the  waters 
of  the  Columbia;  fell  upon  the  Taeoufeha  Ustn^ 
and  ftrnck  the  ocean  five  hundred  miles  {fol- 
lowing ttie  coast)  to  the  north  of  the  Columbia. 
Thus,  this  attempt  to  hatch  a  daira  to  this  river, 
by  discovering  it  at  the  head,  after  we  had  dia- 
covered  it  at  the  mouth,  entirely  fuled;  and 
the  British  were  left  without  a  pretext  for 
claiming  onr  property.  In  this  dilemma,  Mc- 
Kenrie  proposed  to  mi^e  short  work  of  it  with 
the  United  States :  be  proposed  to  seize  the 
river,  and  to  bold  it,  because  it  was  necessary 
to  the  British  scheme  of  trade  and  domination 
in  that  quarter ;  and  to  expel  all  "  American 
adventurers  "  from  it. 

This  was  the  proposition  of  HcEenzic ;  and 
from  that  moment  the  labors  of  the  British 
Government  became  systematic  and  incessant 
to  seize  the  Columbia.  Their  first  step  in  tbia 
work  was  to  nhrogate,  or  mutilate,  the  estab- 
lished boundary  of  the  49th  degree  of  north 
latitude  ;  for,  while  that  line  stowl,  they  could 
not  approarJ)  within  three  degrees  of  the  month 
of  the  Columbia,  which  was  in  4S  d^^ees, 
British  diplomacy  now  went  to  work  to  destroy- 
this  tine,  at  least  beyond  the  Rooky  Uouotains; 
and  labored  indefatigably  at  it,  until  they  ao- 
complished  their  design. 

Louisiana  was  acquired  in  1808.  In  the  very 
instAut  of  signing  the  treaty  which  brought  ua 
that  province,  another  treaty  was  signed  in 
London,  (without  a  knowledge  of  what  was 
dona  in  Paris,)  fixing,  among  other  things,  the 
line  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  tbe  SUsds- 
sippi.  This  Vaaty,  signed  by  Ur.  Rufbs  King 
and  Lord  Hawhesbnry,  was  rejected  by  Ur. 
Jefferson  without  reference  to  uie  Senate,  on 
aooount  of  tbe  fifth  article,  (which  related  to 
the  line  between  the  lAke  of  the  Woods  and 
the  bead  of  the  IdadsaippiJ  for  fear  It  might 
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comprDmise  the  northern  bonndarf  of  Lookiaiia 
■ad  the  line  of  49  degrees.  In  this  n^oti&tion 
of  1803,  the  British  made  DO  Attempt  on  the 
line  of  the  49th  degree,  becanee  it  was  not  then 
known  to  them  that  ne  had  actjairedLoTuaisna; 
bat  Mr.  Jefferson,  having  a  knowledge  of  this 
ScqoisiUon,  was  determined  that  nothing  should 
be  done  to  compromi»e  our  rights,  or  to  onset- 
tie  the  bonndanes  established  under  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht 

Another  treatf  iras  n^otiated  with  Qreat 
Britdn  in  1807,  between  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
'William  FiDokneir  on  one  side,  and  Lords  Eol- 
laod  and  Anckland  va  the  other.  The  English 
were  now  fa]ij  poesoMed  of  the  foot  that  we 
liad  acquired  Louisiana,  and  become  a  party  to 
the  line  of  4S  degrees ;  and  they  set  themselves 
openly  to  work  to  destroy  that  line.  The  oor- 
respondonce  of  the  ministers  shows  the  perti- 
nacity of  these  attempts ;  and  the  instractions 
of  Mr.  Adams,  in  1818,  (when  Secretary  of 
Btate,  under  Mr.  Monroe,}  to  Messrs.  Rush  and 
Gallatin,  tbeu  in  London,  charged  with  negoti- 
ating a  convention  on  points  left  ansettlod  at 
Ghent,  condense  the  nistory  of  tlie  mutual 
propositions  then  made,  finally,  an  article 
was  agreed  npou,  in  which  the  British  succeed- 
ed in  mutilating  the  line,  and  stopping  it  at  the 
Bocky  Mountains.  This  treaty  of  180?  shared 
the  fate  of  that  of  1808,  bnt  for  a  different  rea- 
Mo.  It  was  r^eoted  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  without 
reference  to  the  Senate,  because  ft  did  not  con- 
tain an  explicit  renouoiation  of  the  pretension 
of  impressment  I 

At  Ghent  the  attempt  was  renewed  :  the  ar- 
rest of  the  lino  at  the  Rocky  Mountains  was 
agreed  upon,  bnt  the  British  coupled  with  their 
proposition  a  demand  for  the  free  navigation  of 
tbe  Mississippi,  and  access  to  it  tbrongh  the 
territories  of  the  United  States ;  and  this  de- 
mand occasioned  the  whole  article  to  be  omit- 
ted. The  Ghent  treaty  was  signed  without  any 
stipulation  on  the  snbject  of  the  line  along  the 
49th  degree,  and  that  point  became  a  prinoipal 
oly'eot  of  the  ministers  charged  with  complet- 
ing at  London,  in  1618,  the  subjects  nnflniahed 
at  Ghent  in  1814.  Tims  the  British  were  again 
fbtled;  but,  true  to  their  design,  they  perse- 
vered, and  aoeomplifibed  it  in  the  convention 
signed  at  London  in  1818.  That  convention 
arrested  the  line  at  the  monntalns,  and  opened 
the  Colnmbia  to  the  joint  ooonpation  of  the 
British  _;  and,  being  ratified  by  tiie  United 
Stales,  it  has  become  binding  and  obligatory 
on  the  country.  Bnt  it  Is  a  point  not  to  bo 
overlooked,  or  nndervalned,  in  this  case,  that  It 
was  in  the  year  1819  that  this  arrestation  of 
the  line  took  place ;  that  np  to  that  period  it 
was  in  frill  force  in  all  its  extent,  and,  conne- 
quently.  In  full  force  to  the  Pacifio  Ocean ;  and 
ft  complete  bar  (leaving  ont  all  other  barriera) 
to  any  British  a(^uisiaon,  by  discovery,  sonth 
of  40  degrees  in  Korth  America. 

The  ouier  point  Id  our  title,  to  whioh  I  wish 
to  give  a  llttie  mora  dev«to[>ment  than  it  baa 
noei-rtd  from  other  speakers,  is,  its  derivattoi 
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under  the  toeaty  vit^  ^lain  erf  Iflll.  I^thit 
treaty  the  United  States  sncoecdid  ta  lU  th 
t^hts  of  Spain  on  the  notth-wert  tntt  tt 
America  north  of  4i  degree*.  TIhm  nbH, 
according  to  the  memoir  at  the  SpnoA  nrit- 
ter  Don  Onis,  extended  to  the  BunapoM* 
siooB — the  BritlA  hsving  nothing  on  Qiata«t'. 
This  was  the  representation  of  the  ifaUk 
minister;  and  with  this,  the  fktt  e(  tbe  cm 
af!Teed,  The  KootkaBoimd  treaty  aid  tnln- 
ver«y  of  1790  had  dedded  that  pointi  It  d» 
dded  that  the  Brltiah  had  no  right  to  HmOi, 
a  plsoe  four  degrees  twrth  of  &eCahniil«Bd 
no  way  conne^Aed  with  it:  audit  eadedimb- 
taining  for  the  British  the  ptiyilege,  ud  wA 
ing  bnt  the  privilege,  of  flihinB  and  biMii; 
along  the  ncnlh-weet  coast,  and  ereetJDf  fi* 
temporary  huts  which  the  porsrat  of  thnt  tt 
cupations  might  require.  OoloDiuticn  or  M- 
tiementwas  renounced.  The  treaty  ila^» 
pecially  the  8d  and  the  6th  artides,  will  iron 
this;  and  tbe  parliamentary  debttesfrftblv 
correspond  with  thewordsofthetreatr.  Asi 
fact,  that  treaty  nnllifiee  all  British  dra  ■ 
the  north-west  coast;  as  a  law,  fif  Dot*tnp>' 
ed  by  war,)  It  would  atill  confine  Htm  tob 
pnrsnitof  hunting  and  fishing,  llwbefl'^ 
1819,  by  which  we  acquired  all  tbeSfutlfr 
tie  north  of  43",  has  given  ns  all  the  bodai' 
the  Nootka  Sound  treaty,  both  as  *  CictB^a 
a  law  i  and,  tested  by  either,  the  &ini  w 
eioluded  from  the  north-weet  coast  ofisffio 
for  all  the  purposes  of  settlement  or  aJsii*- 
tlon. 

Having  given  this  development  totvM 
as  derived  from  the  treaties  of  IMHctm^ 
with  Franoe  and  Spain,  Ur.  B.  pratttUn 
show  the  nullity  of  tbe  Britiah  pretauiiWi  ■' 
the  tortious  natnre  of  the  poaaoadonvUiiihT 
had  acquired  on  the  Colnmbia  River.  Pwto 
pnrpose  he  took  several  posltens,  sad  gm 
them  as  points  which  he  meant  toenalii^^ 
proof.  The  first  was,  that  np  to  the  jw  Kt, 
the  British  never  pretended  to  state  ■■T^ 
or  any  shadow  or  color  of  claim,  of  »;» 
whatever,  to  the  Oolumbia  River.  TitM* 
position  was,  that  In  the  year  1818  ^^ 
gested  title  under  the  discoveries  of  Cb^ 
Oook,  end  under  purchases  made  ^<ibi  Idib* 
south  of  the  Colnmbia  prior  to  tbs  iiwyM 
revolution ;  but  showed  Bolhine  to  a«f 
these  empty  suggestions.  The  thiri  f«^ 
woa,  that  in  1 825  they  abandoned  ll«  i«  s^ 
gestiona  of  1818,  and  took  refage,  fcr  tt*  W 
time,  nnder  the  Kootka  Sound  treaty;  •»■■ 
the  fourth  place,  be  nndertook  to  ibov  '^ 
their  possession  of  the  Columbia  waa  tstne^ 
and  tortious— a  trespass,  and  a  f^dvptsi^ 
pre-existing  possession  of  the  wae  rinr:  f^ 
a  wrong  and  anression  which  tbe  Gerertf^ 
of  the  United  Btetes  should  remt  «ri  RT^ 

In  support  of  these  positjcna^  J(r.  R  "■ 
copiously  ft^m  Mr.  Adams's  ia*«*«»  ' 
1818  to  the  American  ministen  in  lciad<»n| 
n^otiated  the  oonvention  of  that  jar;  » 
frmn  a  letter  fcom  Mr.  John  JttA  AAV  ■ 
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1813  to  the  Beoretai?  of  State,  (Ur.  Konroe,) 
to  be  laid  before  Frendeot  Ifuison.  Thene 
docnmeiita  eatabliehed,  u  he  muntuned,  all 
tba  poials  he  had  itated,  and  showed  the  nul- 
litf  and  fatilitjr,  as  well  as  the  Impudence,  of 
tbe  British  pr^ennon. 

HaviQK  read  thewextraota  from  Hr.  Adams's 
latter  ofTiHtnietioDs  of  Jolj,  1618,  Ur.  B.  com- 
mented npoD  tbem  to  anatain  his  several  poeitJons 
Id  relation  to  the  nnlli^,  inooonBtenoy,  and  bad 
[uth  of  the  British  pretenrion.  He  parttonlar- 
j  relied  opon  these  ezpresaions  :  *'  The  n*u 
iratenmon  of  dispntiiig  our  Utle  to  the  Oolom- 
)ia  BLf  er  " — "  design  on  their  part  to  eneroaeh 
>7  new  eatablishmeata  eonth  of  4a  degreea  " — 
'de«re  to  eheeb  Uie  progress  of  oar  settle- 
nents" — "jeoleujy  of  the  United  8tat«s" — 
'afftet^  to  appl7  the  indefinite  extension  of 
he  limit  to  our  territories,  and  not  to  tboae  of 
}reat  Britain  " — "  leave  a  ntit-tgg  tor  fhtnre 
iretennoiu  south  of  48"  " — "  the  Spanish  ndn- 
iter  claims  for  Spain  to  fi6°  " — "  the  preten- 
ions  of  the  British  Government  tnay,  on  thte 
•ccawoiL  be  diteloied  " — "  we  Imow  net  pre- 
lisoly  what  they  are,"  Upon  these  eipreasions, 
md  others,  Ur,  B.  relied,  and  commented,  to 
how  that,  op  to  the  date  of  that  letter  of  Ur. 
Uams,  (U)  wit,  Jolr  £8th,  1S18,)  the  British 
lad  shown  or  soggeeted  no  olaim  of  any  kind 
rhatever  to  usj  part  of  the  vallej  of  the  Oo- 
ambia ;  that  tbej  were  bnuting  to  the  arts  of 
iplomacT'  to  generate  something  which  could 
«  hatched  into  a  claim ;  and  that  their  design 
IBS  to  encroach  npon  onr  settlements  south  of 


818,  when  the  negotiation  was  oommenoed 
rondun,  which  ended  in  the  eonvention  <tf  Oo- 


[ountalna.  The  UMOtiMon  was  condnoted  b; 
[eesra.  Qallatia  ana  Rush,  and,  of  oonrse,  was 
iilcnlated  to  eoostrain  the  BriUsh  to  make  a 
iaclosnre  of  the  gronnds  of  their  pretensions. 
Fr.  Adams  bad  notified  them  that,  on  this  oo- 
ision,  the  British  claim  mnst  be  disolosed ; 
ad  disoloMd  it  was  I  and  what  a  disdosore ! 
dsten  to  i^  as  commtmioated  to  oar  Govern- 
tent  bj  Uessrs.  Gallatin  and  Rush  in  their 
espatch  of  October  80,  1818.    Here  it  is : 

"  Tbe  British  tJeDipotentiaries  asserted  that  for- 
ler  vojwges,  and  pnncipallj  that  of  Captain  Cook, 
ave  to  Great  Britain  the  rights  derived  from  dls- 
over;;  and  the;  alluded  to  parchases  from  the 
atives  south  of  tbe  river  Colambia,  wbich  thej 
llcged  to  hare  been  made  prior  to  the  American 

iTCMUtiOD." 

This  was  the  dum  cUsdoeed ;  and  in  sopport 
f  this,  not  one  name,  Act,  or  specification  of 
ay  kind  was  eDbmitted.  Discovery  and  pur- 
haae  was  tbe  groond  of  their  pretension.  Bat 
rho  discovered,  aad  when,  and  from  whom 
be  porohaM  was  madej,  tiie  British  eommis- 
ioners  ooold  not  tell,  Tbejr  did  not  attempt 
0  t«ll  J  bat  pY>pOBed  to  oompromise  Uis  (|nea- 


tion  by  taking  the  river  for  the  bonndary,  and 
getting  the  use  of  the  harbor  at  its  mouth. 
The  propoution  to  this  effect  is  thus  stated,  in 
the  same  despatch,  by  Ueasrs.  Gallatin  and 
Bosh: 

"  They  did  net  make  any  fonnol  proposition  for 

boundary,  but  intimated  thst  the  nver  Itself  ns 

the  moat  coDvenient  that  could  be  adopted,  aad 

that  they  would  not  agree  to  any  that  did  not  give 

them  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  com- 

m  vith  the  United  States." 

This  (said  Ur.  B.)  was  their  intimatioa  for  a 
boondar^ ;  and  in  this  intimation  we  reoogniae 
the  precise  policy  which  UcEen^  had  marked 
oat^  and  by  which  the  British  were  to  become 
"le  marten  of  theOolambia,  and  to  expel  the 

American  adventarers  "  fh>m  it. 

Our  oommlsdoners  did  not  agree  to  thta 
bouidary,  and  to  this  joint-tenantcy  in  the  bar' 
Ijor;  but  they  signed  the  convention  of  1818, 
according  to  Uieir  inetmctions,  which  arrested 
the  line  of  tbe  4dth  degree  at  the  Rocky  Uoon- 


Their  instmctioDS  anthoriied  them  to  do  this; 
and  the  point  to  be  now  noted  is,  that  up  to 
the  ratifiostion  of  that  convention  the  line  of 
40  degreea,  as  established  ander  the  treaty  of 
Utredit.  to  define  the  possessions  and  limit  tlie 
aoqnintions  b^  discovery  of  France  and  Great 
Britain  in  North  America,  remaned  In  fhll 
force  ]  That  line  was  in  force  until  we  ratified 
the  convention ;  and,  by  that  lin&  without  re- 
gard to  other  barrie™.  Great  Britc^i  was  barred 
oat  from  all  the  valley  of  the  Golnmbia,  and  all 
tbe  coast  of  North  America  south  of  49  degrees. 
The  convention  abrogated  tbe  line — unhappily 
abrogated  it — from  the  Rocky  Uonnt^ns  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  But  it  did  so  with  a  reser- 
vation,  that  the  claims  of  tbe  parties  were  not 
to  be  aflteted  bj  it.  The  abrogation  was  un- 
fortunate ;  but  Ute  reservation  vaa  a  stiptdatlon 
to  prevent  mischief— a  atipolatittL  to  bafiie  the 
dedgns  of  enbtle  diplonacy,  always  seeking  to 
depout  the  seeds  of  a  new  oontestation  in  the 
simulated  aettlement  of  an  old  one ;  and  it  was 
equivalent  to  an  express  declaration  that  tho 
British  claim  was  to  be  made  no  better,  and 
ours  to  be  made  no  worse,  by  this  arrestation 
of  the  line  of  49  degrees,  and  the  Joint  oooupa- 
tion  of  tbe  Colombia,  which  resulted  from  it. 

We  have  now  (sud  Ur.  B.)  traced  tbe  British 
pretension  ap  to  the  oonclonon  of  tbe  conven- 
tion of  1B18 ;  and  we  have  seen  that,  np  to  the 
month  of  July  of  that  year,  ther  had  stated  or 
suggested  no  clum,  or  even  shadow  or  color  of 
olum,  to  Ibe  Columbia;  tbat,  being  pressed, 
thej  then  intimated  a  claim  resting  mi  disoov- 
«rj  and  purchase,  bnt  without  stating  a  smgle 
particular  by.which  this  pretended  discovery 
and  pnrohaM  eonld  be  bi'oaght  to  the  touch- 
stone of  proof  and  reason.  Iliey  were  evident- 
ly absurd,  and  even  ridioolons.  All  the  world 
knows  that  OapL  Oook  never  saw  the  Cdnm- 
Ua  1— all  the  wOTld  knows  that  no  other  Brltidi 
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narigator  eaw  it,  nntil  sfter  CapL  Grey  allowed 
it  to  th«m  I— and,  aa  for  the  Indian  pnrohosee 
aoath  of  that  riTer,  before  the  Bevolntion,  it  is 
aitaiyof&maninthemooDl  and  haa  no  naine, 
date,  place,  som,  tiga,  trace,  ciroumataoce^  fact, 
or  Huppoaition  to  rest  upon  I 

The  pretennoD,  then,  of  this  right  bj  discov- 
erj^,  aod  by  purchase,  so  tardilj  brought  for- 
ward in  October,  IBIS,  are  absordities  which 
the  British  could  Dot,  and  did  uot,  support; 
and  which  thoj  have  since  totally  abandooed. 
This  abandomnent  waa  made  in  I82T — at  the 
time  when  the  convention  of  1B18,  being 
abont  to  expire  npon  its  limitation  of  ten  jears 
— was  renewed  nntil  one  of  the  parties  choee 
to  terminatA  it  bj  giving  twelve  montha'  notice. 
It  was  made  bj  Messrs.  EnsliUBon  and  Addtng- 
ton,  in  their  fomal  nwitiations  with  Mr.  Gtu-  ' 
latin  for  the  renewal  of  the  convention  of  1618. 
In  that  negotiation,  thej  delivered  a  paoer  to 
the  American  oegotiator,  in  which  the  British 
daim  to  the  Oolambia  b  referred— and  for  the 
first  time  referred — to  the  Nootka  Bound  con- 
vention of  1T90 1    Hear  it! 

"The  rights  of  Great  Brit^  are  Tcoorded  and 
deBned  in  the  eonvenUon  «f  17(M:  they  embnce 
the  right  te  navigate  lh«  valeis  of  those  counlrtM 
— to  settle  In  and  over  anj  part  of  iham,  and  to 
trade  with  the  InhabitaDts  and  ocenpien  of  the 
same.  These  rights  hare  been  peaceablf  eierciMd 
ever  since  the  date  of  that  convention  ;  that  ia,  for 
a  period  of  nearlj  forty  years.  Under  that  con- 
ventioa,  valuable  British  inlei«8ls  have  grotm  np 
la  that  qoarler." 

Here  ia  a  complete  abandonment  of  the  daim 
fbunded  on  discovery  and  porohaae  before  the 
Revolution  I  That  claim,  set  np  for  the  first 
time  in  1818,  is  abandoned  in  1827 1— and  the 
Nootka  Sound  convenUon,  which  had  never 
been  vooobed  Iwfore,  is  then  paraded  as  the  In- 
strument in  which  the  "  rights  "  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ore  "recorded"  and  "defined;"  and  tmder 
which  valnahle  "  Bridsh  "  interests  bad  grown 
np  in  that  ouarter.  This  is,  at  least,  an  admia- 
rion  that  the  disoovery  and  pm-ohaae  brought 
forward  aa  the  foundation,  and  the  sole  foun- 
datioii,  of  ttie  British  claim  in  1816,  were  on- 
foonded  and  sapposititious  1  and  not  only  re- 
lieves us  from  all  further  attentions  to  snoli 
intimations,  but  gives  ns  the  benefit  of  a  l^al 
maiim,  as  uoiveraal  in  its  applioatiwi  aa  it  is 
jnst  and  reasonable  in  its  principle  1 — that  max- 
im which  discredits  the  whole  title,  in  support 
of  which  an  untruth  has  been  adduoed. 

Bat  the  British  "  right "  to  the  Columbia 
now  rests  npon  the  Nootka  Sound  convention ; 
since  the  year  of  «ar  Lord  1S&7,  their  claim  to 
this  country  has  become  a  "right,"  and  thb 
"  right "  has  established  itself  in  the  mns^  re- 
cord of  the  Nootka  Bound  convention  t  Be  it 
■o  I  We  will  quickly  see  what  that  convention 
is  worth  to  them.  For  that  purpose  we  may 
look  to  the  convention  ilaelf^  or  to  the  charac- 
ter of  it  given  in  the  British  Honse  of  Com- 
mons at  t£e  time  of  ita  negotiation.  The  first 
article  of  the  tieaty  reator«d  t^e  Britiah  to  their 


fishing  and  hunting  iMivilegesMidbalbn  it 
Nootka  Bonnd.  The  third  aiticis  grW^tlu 
limited  privilege  of  fishing  and  hmtisf  cat*, 
ttin  otiier  parta  of  the  coast;  audUieaidia^ 
tiole  limited  the  bnildings  which  nd^  h 
erected  to  the  temporary  hnts  Mcntnylbrt^ 
hnntais  and  fishermen.  This  was  fiie  tnt*. 
Listen  to  Mr.  Fox.  After  denooiieiDE  the  tu 
tv  as  one  of  concessions,  and  not  of  uqmi- 
tions,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  he  goait 
to  say; 

"  Oar  right  before,  was  to  settle  ia  uiypnl  of 
the  south  or  north-west  coast  of  America,  na  bti- 
Bed  agdnst  us  by  previous  occapuiey :  vulniit 
now  restricted  to  settle  in  certain  placaoiilj;ul 
under  certain  reetticlions.  ^lis  *u  u  inporMl 
eoncenion  on  our  part."   *  •  •       • 

"  Our  right  of  making  NttlentBits  w»i  nN,  ■  hi, 
a  right  to  build  hats,  but  to  plant  eoloA^  in 
thooght  noper."        •  •  ■         • 

•  •  •  "BjH^UilUt 

we  are  authorized  to  navigate  tin  P*a&  9m 
and  South  Seas,  nnmoleated,  Ibr  tlM  pvpotf 
tnding  with  the  natives.  But,  afler  tliia  poafoa 
recognition  ofrlgbt  to  navigaiioo,  fiiberj ,  ud  >• 
merce,  comes  another  arUcle,  ((be  idilli,)  rtri 
taliea  away  the  right  of  landing  and  erMtii(  ca 
temporary  huts,  for  any  purpose  hot  that  e(  orb- 
ing on  the  flabery ;  and  uDOonta  to  *  coafi* 
dereliction  of  all  right  to  settle  in  any  nj  k  ^ 
pnrpoae  of  conuneioe  with  the  DadTea* 

,  of  Mr.  Tm;  «J 
.  'itt(theantbor^ile 
conveotioo)  sank  down  and  admitted  t^  " 
new  rights  were  gtuned  under  the  tndj-iiu' 
nothing  had  been  gained  but  the  sdwi!^ 
ment  of  the  pre-existing  right  of  Min^ini- 
ing,  and  navigating  the  FadfloOoesi'  ^' 

"In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Pitt  BstaluuiiW. 
thoogh  what  this  conntry  hadgahwJ  tioi**'^'" 
(WMivAfa,iteertahilydidar»ewadTiaUpa  " 
had  before  a  right  to  the  Soothein  wU>  Urn- 

and  a  right  to  navigate  and  carry  m  S4«n"  * 
theFaclficOceaD,aodto  tradeoDlhat(atfi«u| 
part  of  north-west  America;  but  tlut  lifl'  i^ 
only  had  not  been  acknowledged,  bat  ^>f'''^ 
resisted;  whereas  by  the  coaTenBon.ims'"^ 
to  us — a  circumstance  which,  tbongh  tuia'^ 
was  a  new  adrantagc," 

This  (B(ud  Mr.  B.)  is  the  Nootka  SwaJn* 
ty,  which  ia  now  relied  npon  to  esUbMi " 
British  right  to  the  ColamUa.  Usdcr  w 
treaty  they  have  Uken  noaseaeiw  of  ik«  <* 
Inmhin,  although  BOO  mUea  from  Soocb,*- 
having  no  connection  with  it  Under  tl»o» 
ty  a  British  colony  is  growing  op  ti""-  ^ 
in  protection  of  this  colony,  the  BiiiU  ^ 
decWe  Uieir  determination  tomiiotsn^ 
ground.  The  same  paper  from  Mr.  B^^f" 
and  Mr.  Addington,  which  vouched  tU  >*<» 
convention  for  the  record  and  the  dsfiniw^ 
their  "  right,"  proceeds  to  gaj : 

"Under  that  convention,  vahahlsBiiWl*^ 
have  grown  ap  In  tbeae  ewatriM.  *  '  .  ^ 
JnAeinteiiofOttbecatiBtryla  qMliw.W*' 
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jteU  of  Qreat  Brilmiii  faaTS  had  fiir  muj  jtmn 
i^d«dU  •od  trading  poitf.  Several  of  thaia 
potta  are  oa  tbs  trUmUrr  Btnam*  of  tho  Colambta 
lanral  upon  tba  Columbia  Itaalfi  eome  to  thi 
Dortbvvd,  and  other*  to  the  «onthiranl  of  that 
river.  And  thej  oaiigala  Ibe  Columbia  a«  the 
loU  chanucl  for  the  coDTeyance  of  their  produce 
10  Ihe  British  statiaos  neacesC  the  sea,  and  for  tbe 
ibipmeot  of  it  from  thence  to  Great  Brilun.  It  is 
•Iso  bj  the  Columbia  that  these  poiti  and  aettle- 
nenls  leeelTe  their  annual  iup[mu  from  Qreat 
Britain.  .  •  •  •  • 

■  *  To  the  interettaand  ettddahmente 

which  BritUh  indnatr;  and  «nterpri*e  haTO  enated, 
QntX  Britain  oirea  piotMlton.  That  protection 
wilt  be  glTon  bolli  aa  regard*  •BmuacaT  and  f  Kan- 
Don  of  Tujia  and  aATiaiTioN,  with  everj  aUenlloa 
not  lo  infringe  the  ccKtrdlnate  rights  of  tbe  United 
't  bdng  tbe  denro  of  the  British  Oorem. 


Have  grown  up  there,  Hud  will  be  protected  I 
British  interesta  Duve  grown  np  on  tne  Colam- 
bi& ;  and  the  British  GoTernmeat  owes  protec- 
tion to  tbeM  intereeta,  and  will  mve  it  1  Thia 
is  now  the  laognage  of  Britiui  ministera : 
and  tliis  is  what  we  have  got  for  fortj  j'euv' 
/brbeanuioe  to  uaert  onr  title  1  Ihe  neot-ceg 
laid  bj  Britieb  diploinaov,  baa  nndergone  incn- 
bation,  and  hu  batohed,  and  haa  prodnoed  a 
full -grown  bin]— a  game  cock — which  has  clap- 
ped his  wiuga  and  crowed  deflanee  in  the  face 
of  the  American  eagle  I  and  this  poor  eagle,  if 
a  view  coald  be  got  of  him  as  he  stood  during 
the  "  informal  conferences  "  between  Hr,  Web- 
ster and  Lord  Asbbarton,  would  be  found  (no 
donbt)  to  have  stnotc  his  head  nnder  bis  wing, 
and  hnng  oat  Ihe  white  and  craven  feather. 

Britiah  intcreata  have  grown  up  on  both 
sidea  of  the  Oolnmbia — to  the  south  aa  well  aa 
to  the  north  of  tbe  river— and  it  la  tbe  inten- 
tion of  the  Britirii  Qovemment  to  protect  the 
whole.  8o  saj  Mr.  Hnakisson  and  Mr.  Adding- 
ton.  Bat  thia  is  diplomacf — modem  dlploma- 
aj — eqaiTBlent  to  finesse.  The  south  of  the 
dolnmliia  has  not  been  seUed  to  be  retted, 
bat  to  be  given  np  I  The  north  is  ta  be  ret^n- 
id,  for  that  is  the  commanding  bank.  The 
tonth  la  only  seized  to  be  givea  np  as  an  equiv- 
ilent,  according  to  the  modem  system  of  com- 
)roniisinff,  so  sncoeesfolly  Introdnoed  in  the 
MiseofMaine.  Seicealll  then  give  back  half! 
M  this  a  oompromise  I  and  there  will  be  peo- 
ile  (for  the  minda  of  men  are  various) — there 
rill  be  people  to  appland  the  floe  arrangement, 
nd  to  thank  Qod  for  such  a  happy  deliverance 
rom  war.  Ko,  sir ;  no.  This  is  a  joke  about 
oldin^  on  to  the  eoath  bank.  The  settlements 
lado  there  are  for  snrrender;  not  for  reten- 
on.  They  are  made  there  to  be  ^ven  np  as 
:]niraleQta  for  what  is  token  from  ns  on  tbe 
orth  ;  and  thna  settle  the  Oolnmbia  qnestion 
[x»rding  to  the  preoadent  of  Maine. 
Bat  the  settlements  oa  tbe  north  bank:  th«r 
rxiteotion  is  no  Joke.    The  Britiah  maon  to 


^rritrf.  [Jiuntmr,  lfti& 

hold  on  to  tbera,  for  they  command  the  re- 
minder. The  Kootka  Bound  controversy  ia  to 
have  ths  effect  upon  ns  which  tt  conld  not  have 
apon  the  Spaniarda  forty  yeara  ago.  In  vain 
the  lighted  matob  was  brandished  over  the 
Bri^ah  cannon  in  tbe  affur  of  Nootka  in  1790 ; 
in  vain  immediate  and  bloody  war  waa  threat- 
ened. The  Spanish  Qovemment,  tbongh  old, 
decrepit,  and  tottering  nnder  the  feeble  sway 
of  Oharles  IT.  and  tbe  favorite  Qodoy,  had  yet 
too  mnch  of  the  Oastilian  blood  in  it  to  prefer 
dishonor  to  war.  They  prepared  for  war  I  and 
the  British,  teeing  that  the  Don  could  not  he 
bnlHed,  relinttnished  th^  high  pretensions  of 
colonization  rad  setdement,  and  accepted  the 


!foo£i  oontroven?  between  Spain  and  Eog- 
umd  ended  fifty  years  ago.  After  the  experi- 
ment which  the  British  have  Jnst  made  of  onr 
peace-loving  temper,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  we  shall  get  oat  of  the  new  Nootka  scrape 
without  seeing  the  match  applied  to  the  prim- 
ing, or  having  the  cup  of  dishonor  held  to  our 
lips  nntil  we  drink  it  to  the  drc^ 

They  have  the  posaeaHton  of  the  oonntry : 
while  the  possesion  by  right,  by  treaties,  and 
by  the  admission  of  the  British  themselves, 
belongs  to  na.  Thia  was  admitted  during  tbe 
negoHattons  of  181S,  Mr.  Rash,  in  a  tetter  to 
Hr.  Adams  of  Febmary,  1816,  bears  teatdmony 
to  this  admission.    He  says : 

ly  that  Lord 


"  It  is  proper,  at  thia  ■ 


B  party  la 


Thia  was  the  admission  of  Lord  CastlereMth 
while  negotiating  the  convention  of  1818.  He 
had  admitted  our  right  to  be  reinstated — that 
ia,  to  be  restored  to  the  posseatnon  which  wo 
had  befbro  the  war,  and  of  which  war  had 
deprived  ns.  This  possession  was  not  limited 
to  the  diagram  of  earth  covered  by  Ur.  Astor'a 
fort,  but  to  the  ooontry  of  which  it  was  part. 
To  pve  np  this  diagram  covered  by  a  fort,  and 
then  go  and  take  poeseesion  of  all  the  country 
besides,  was  not  a  restitntion,  no  more  than 
it  wonld  have  been  to  have  token  possession  of 
Michigan  after  giving  npllaoldnaw,  orof  Uaine^ 
after  giving  tip  Oaatine.  We  have  a  right  to 
the  posaeasion,  while  treating  of  the  title ;  but 
we  nave  not  the  possession ;  and  this  hill, 
whioh  prof^saea  merely  to  obtiun  a  port  of 
what  is  doe  to  ns,  is  resisted,  because  it  im- 
plies the  assertion  of  an  excloslve  possession, 
and  may  be  a  breach  of  the  convention  of 
181B.  This  is  a  mistake.  Exclusive  can  only 
be  to  the  extent  occupied.  The  British  now 
have  exclusive  possession  of  the  gronnd  cov- 
ered by  Fort  Vancouver,  Fort  Oolviiie,  and 
other  forts,  snd  of  all  tho  ground  which  they 
cultivate.  They  have  forts,  houses,  fields,  and 
fanns,  and  posseat  them  esdugivcly.  Onr  grant* 
will  be  no  more  exdnaive  than  theirs:  thej 
wilt  only  exclude  to  the  extent  of  the  grant. 
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The  ottjeotlon  to  the  tenni  of  thia  bill  grow 
out  of  the  third  article  of  the  ooDTention  of 
1816 — that  article  which  pvea  mntoalitir 
oocapBDoj,  for  certain  pnrpoaea,  to  the  coantrj 
claimed  by  escQi  partj,  lor  tea  years ;  an  article 
which  is  oontiniied  iadefinitelj  bj  the  conven- 
tion of  1828,  subject  to  determination  on  one 
year's  notice  from  either  part;.  It  is  snpposed 
that  that  article  will  prevent  ns  from  udDg 
oar  own  propertj'  as  we  might  bare  nsed  n 
before  that  convention  was  made.  This  Is  a 
mistabe ;  and  the  reading  of  the  article  itMlf 
will  show  that  its  object  was  to  give  the  privi- 
leges of  hnntias,  fiBhlng,  and  navigation  bo  the 
dtizens  and  snojects  of  each  power  over  the 
territories  claimed  by  tiie  other,  withont  dimin- 
ishing the  power  of  each  over  the  territories 
olumed  hj  itself.  This  is  dear  from  the  article, 
whioli  is  in  th^  words : 

"It  is  agreed  that  anj  conntrj  that  ma;  b« 
dalmed  b;  eiLher  party  on  the  nortb-west  cout  of 
America,  wrstward  of  the  Stony  HotmUiDi,  shall, 
together  with  lie  harbors,  bays,  and  crceki,  and  the 
navigation  of  aU  riven  within  the  same,  be  free 
and  open  for  the  tens  of  ten  years  from  the  date 
of  the  Blgnatare  of  this  convention,  to  the  vessels, 
(Jtiieni,  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers  ;  it  being 
well  nnderatood  that  this  Bgreement  to  not  to  tw 
eoDstmed  to  the  prejadlce  of  any  claim  which 
either  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  have 
to  any  part  of  said  conittry ;  nor  shell  it  be  taken 
to  afl^ct  the  olums  of  any  other  power  or  State  to 
any  part  of  the  said  country;  the  only  object  of 
the  high  contracting  parties,  bi  that  respect,  being 
to  prevent  disputes  snd  dUbrenoea  amongst  them- 

Thls  (sdd  Mr.  B.)  ta  dear  and  explidt  We 
acquire  the  right  of  going  npon  the  Britiah 
elaimt  to  hant,  flsh,  onti  navlKate  :  they  acqoire 
tbe  right  to  come  upon  onr  uaim*  for  the  same 
pnrposes :  the  elaimt  of  each  remaining  precise- 
ly as  they  were.  This  is  all  clear.  Now,  what 
were  the  claims  of  each  at  that  time  I  Onrs 
was  territorial,  and  defiidte  and  nototiona  to 
the  Oolomhia  Kiver,  from  It*  head  to  its  month. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  onr  ministers  in 
London,  and  their  letters  to  blm,  show  that  the 
British  had  no  such  claim  ;  that  they  pretended 
uone  snch ;  but  only  labored  to  abrogate  the 
line  of  forty-nine  degrees,  and  to  lay  a  nest-egg 
for  future  pretensions  sonth  of  that  line.  Their 
claims  were  in  the  north-wegt — far  in  the  north- 
west— where  IfcEenzle,  Heame,  and  other  dis- 
ooverera  had  gone,  and  where  the  for  compa- 
nies hod  takeo  possesnon.  Onr  claim  covered 
the  whole  Columbia.  Mutuality  of  occnpaney 
in  each  other'x  claimed  territories  for  ten  yean, 
without  diminution  of  rights  over  our  own 
claimed  territoriee,  was  tbe  extent  of  the  stipn- 
lation ;  and,  therefore,  we  might  do  npon  onr 
claim  whatever  we  did  before,  entiject  to  the 
navigation,  trade,  &o.,  with  which  it  was  en- 
cambered.  We  might  gnut  land  before  the 
oosvention ;  we  can  grant  it  since.  We  might 
plant  a  colony  before  the  convention,  and  may 


antof  landialkiiM- 
ifiKt.wehinilnd 
av  uiuibBuuu  uuuii  uur  pre^iistu^  ri^ttL 

And  now,  what  haaheen  theecndnaot  thi 
British  nnder  this  artide  t  They  bars  cnatd 
the  49th  degree — oome  down  npon  tbe  Cdia- 
bla — taken  possession  of  it  frtna  the  had  t»^ 
month — fortified  sad  ool<«iied  f I— mmofiW 
the  frir  trade — driven  ail  oortradHiiaai  lit 
moantaina— killed  more  than  a  thouiidd 
them,  (throDgfa  their  Insane,)  and  used  tk  fl>- 
lumbta  as  a  fMa  pc»|t,  throo^  wbkh  tbqi  bni| 
goods  free  of  doty  into  onr  tenitoriH-ip  iM 
the  Bocky  Honnt^na,  and  acraia  tbem.  lUi 
is  what  they  have  done  by  their  ignt,  ftt 
Hudson  Bay  Company.  In  itaenBtncnd 
liy  on  Bot  of  Parliament  immediaUly  sto  lit 
convention,  the  Britirii  GovenmattiH  Uh^ 
ed  Jnrisdiction  over  tlie  whde  eomdry,  tab; 
no  notice  at  all  of  onr  daims^  and  sDlii«diic  £ 
onr  oitizena  and  their  property  to  &itiii  Jn^ 
Britiah  oonrta,  and  appeals  to  Canadi.  Tu 
act  has  been  read  by  my  eolleagne,  (lit.  Im: 
and  I  commend  it  to  the  eontidentiog^i] 
Americans  who  oliject  to  this  Inll  lor  &b  > 
may  imply  an  eadnaive  jnriacKetion  1  uAtnj^ 
oSbnoe  to  tbe  British.  ThlsiawbittMha 
done  by  the  British  ainoe  tiie  eonventiga.  Hq 
hare  taken  poaseadon  of  onr  diimed  Mnwj, 
of  onr  harbor,  o>nr  rirer— eoloiiited  tbtMiy 
—and  killed  and  eipdled  onr  trndoa  1U 
have  we  done  t  Nothing  I  So  £ir  fiw  Hv 
into  the  North-west  to  hnni,  flah,  lad  Mi|M 
on  thdr  ddma,  we  have  been  expdM  bm.m 
own!  and  thentHtaof  eonventioB  l'*'''^ 
the  means  of  tbe  ezdnriTs  poaN»n  i  nt 
BritiHhl  Onr  traden,  left  to  tx0mAi^ 
handed  against  the  organiced  Hata  Sv 
Company,  against  tiieir  In^ioii  ignrtiw 
free  goods,  ^ve  dl  been  driven  ia— &n^f 
coly  out  of  the  valley  <tf  the  OdnmtH,  W  rt 
of  the  Bocky  lfoiiDt«in»~and  rain  ha  W 
taken  many  of  them.  Gtsb  tiie«troBfW» 
company  of  Ur.  Obontean  can  m  ^o'^j* 
prwBch  tbe  Bocky  MonnbOnn.  TheBatea* 
traders  are  the  masters  ther&  Evstj  inn 
that  approachea  that  region,  doei «  »i  "^ 
1  of  hb  life.    Many  were  killed  dm  w 

imer.    And,  in  the  face  of  aU  tlw*fB 

here,  fearing  to  pass  tbia  bill,  bet  it  nVF" 
ofibnce  to  the  Bntiah.  , 

It  is  time  to  terminate  this  cooT3Bt«  ' 
1818;  it  is  time  to  terminat«  tbe  di«RAun| 
state  of  things  In  relatitm  to  the  Co)b>I«-  .^ 
is  a  war  anl^ect,  and  tho  peaet  miwc"  v|^ 
have  terminated  it!  No  ©artUy  e«««o«^ 
shonld  have  detadied  thia  qneatioa  M  » 
Mdne  boDDdary,  and  tiie  other  Bal)}e^^ 
plaint.  Tose[MratotbMa,waato«BW»'* 
the  nnsetded  qneations.  The  OdmiM^ 
the  Boothem  qDsaaoiJ  in  rdaliaa  to  *2 
were  Beparoted;  and  in  that  aepanbM  tM^ 
sacrifice,  w  a  war  on  aoooTOt  of  Ih^  «  "^ 


peril  ol 
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HOUBB  or  BEPBEaSHTAnVSS. 

8rnmai.Y,  January  14. 
FiM  on  Qmeral  Jaehon. 

The  resolalJOD  Introdooed  bj  Mr,  Bowm,  to 
infltract  the  GominlttM  on  the  Jndlciarr  to 
bring  in  k  bill  to  refund  the  fine  extorted  from 
aeaeral  Jaokson,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1816,  by 
Judge  HsU,  came  np  aa  the  bumeas  of  the 
morning  hoor. 

The  amendment  enbmitted  bj  lit.  Adakb,  to 
refer  Uie  ant^eet  with  eertain  iartraotiona  to 
the  aame  oommittM^  being  tho  pending  qoea- 

Hr.  HtTNT  aald ;  HaTlng  bnt  a  brief  portic 
>f  the  morning  hour  left  ninL  he  proposed, . 
mecinetlf  as  poMible.  to  place  before  the  House 


DTiewecnFthelegalgnnuidsoawhiohtbia 

»8e  rested ;  and,  in  order  to  do  tliat  more  in- 
«llig)bly,  he  Bhould  endeaTor  to  present  to  the 
lotitw  of  the  Hooae  the  lawa  bewing  on  it,  ez- 
ilusive  of  anr  o^nlooe  ot  hu  own.  If  he  Mto- 
«eded  in  getting  throo^  with  the  legal  qnea- 
ion  before  the  eiplratlon  of  hla  boor,  be  ahonld 
hen,  with  the  le«ve  of  the  Honae,  proceed  to 
■ire  his  own  opiiii<xu  on  It. 

Sov,  in  order  to  onderstand  tlie  prindnlee 
rhich  oDgfat  to  govern  this  qoestlon,  he  asked 
he  HoDse  odmlj  to  consider  what  it  was. 
^aying  oat  of  Tiew  manj  of  the  olrcnnwtaaoea 
Fhich  it  would  be  neoeeiarj  to  take  into  oontid- 
iration,  and  wbloh  would  take  trom  Qeueral 
'aokson  all  pretence  that  the  prodaniatlon  of 
oartial  law  waa  isditMoaable  to  the  preeervft- 
ion  of  the  city  he  deCendcd,  be  woou  present 
.  statement  of  ftota,  aooMding  to  datea,  which 
t  would  be  important  to  eonsUer  in  ooming  to 
.  dedsion  on  thii  queatiDn,  The  battle  of  New 
)rleans,  aa  ww  known  to  alL  waa  fbi^ht  on 
he  6th  of  Jannarj,  1810 ;  and,  on  the  8d  of 
fsreh  fbUowing,  an  article  appeared  in  the 
Tow  Orleans  Courier,  signed  "A  Citizen  of 
looisiana,  of  Freaoh  origin,"  and  which  aitiole 
raa  written  bj  a  Mr,  LonaHier.  On  the  fith 
f  Haroh,  Lonallier  wm  arrested  bj  order  of 
tenerol  Jackson ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  appli- 
ation  was  made  to  Judge  Hall,  the  district 
adge  of  Louisiana,  for  a  writ  of  Aoieot  eorpu* 
1  bis  favor.  The  order  was  iasaed  bj  the 
ndge ;  and  la  issDing  It,  the  writ  was  made 
otnmable  on  Monday,  the  0th.  The  Judge 
ated  the  order  on  the  6tlL  It  was  asoertainwl, 
efore  the  writ  was  issaed,  or  before  it  passed 
□t  of  bis  control,  that  there  was  a  mistake ; 
ad  the  Judge  was  called  on  to  correct  it,  vhteh 
'AB  done  bj  dating  it  the  eth.  On  the  evening 
f  that  day  the  counsel  of  Lonallier,  at  the  sog- 
cstion  of  Judge  Hall,  apprised  Gmieral  Jaok- 
30  of  these  prooeedingiL  and  that  a  writ  of  ha- 
rvf  oad  been  issued.  On  that  day 
„  Hall  himself  waa  arrested  by  Qeneral 
acksoa's  order;  and,  on  the  momitig  of  the 
bb,  before  breakftat,  a  cotut-martial  was  ap- 
ointed  to  Nt  on  the  life  of  Lonallier.  Jndge 
[all  was  kept  in  confinement  from  the  6th  to 
le  Iltb  or  ISth,  and  then  ttkw  fay  «  guard  of 

Vou  xir.— IS 


rMiilar  soldiers  without  the  limlte  of  the  dty, 
and  discharged.  Gentlemen  wonld  find  the 
truth  of  this  Btatemeat  in  Senate  Doo.  No.  14 
of  the  present  seswon. 

Now,  the  first  question  he  wished  to  ask  was 
this :  liad  General  Jackson  any  authority  to  de- 
clare martial  law!  He  wished  to  meet  this 
broad  question,  because  be  thought  the  time 
had  arrived  when  it  should  be  settled,  while 
they  could  do  it,  instead  of  tnmsforring  it  to 
posterity,  when  it  would  be  more  difficult  of 
Battlement.  Had,  then.  General  Jaclison,  or 
had  any  military  officer,  even  in  time  of  war, 
the  right  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  to  sus- 
pend the  dvQ  prooeedings  of  the  tribunals  of 
the  country  t    It  was  important  to  answer  this 

Jnestion ;  otherwise,  it  might  become  a  preoe- 
ent  of  the  most  daugerous  import  hereafUr. 
He  undertook  to  show  that  neither  General 
Jackson  nor  anj  other  military  officer  bad  any 
sach  autlkority,  (and  on  this  point  he  thought 
the  oountry  was  much  indebted  to  a  writer  who 
had  been  often  qnoted  on  this  floor,  in  oppod- 
tion  to  the  right  to  snob  authority  of  any  mili- 
tary power  ^  but  lie  did  not  contend  that,  in 
time  of  war,  a  military  commander  might  not 
find  himself  placed  in  circumstanoes  as  describ- 
ed by  a  gentleman  from  Eentncky,  who  bad 
prMcded  him  in  this  debate,  in  which  an  over- 
mling  neoesrity  might  compel  him  to  invade 
the  r^ts  of  property  and  of  persons ;  but  of 
that  neceoaity  such  officer  must  Judge,  and  act 
at  bis  peril.  Be  admitted  that  the  necessity 
mi^t  exist  fbr  a  commander  to  bum  houses 
and  take  property ;  but  the  Government  would 
be  under  the  necessity  of  making  compensation 
for  property  so  destroyed  or  taken ;  and  as  it 
waa  overruling  uecesaity  that  afforded  the  law 
for  such  procedure,  there  was  not — there  conld 
not  be — any  provirion  made  for  it  by  law  in 
advanoe.  In  illustration  of  this  positioa,  be 
showed  that  compensation  was  made  for  prop- 
erty destroyed  in  &«  defence  of  Baltimore. 

He  next  quoted  the  Sth  aeotion  of  the  1st  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution,  which  provides  that 
"  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  naitai  corptu 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  coses 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  ssfetv  mi^ 
require  it ;"  acd  he  asked  woo  was  to  be  the 
judge  of  that  necessity  I  Was  it  the  Prerident 
of  tne  United  States,  or  any  sutiordinate  officer 
in  command!  No;  it  was  the  Legislature 
of  the  oountry  that  wsa  the  Judge,  and  the  only 
Judge,  of  that  necessity.  He  supported  this 
position  by  citing  the  practice  of  Mr,  Jefferson, 
who  in  1807,  as  President  of  the  UnltAd  States, 
applied  to  Oongress  (br  a  temporary  snspenrion 
of  the  writ  athabeat  emm*  lor  three  months; 
which,  however,  waa  retnsed  by  the  House  of 
Itepresentativea,  where  the  biU  was  defeated, 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  fw  that  purpose. 
Where,  tbev.  was  the  authori^fbund  by  which 
General  Jackson  proclaimed  martial  law  I  It 
waa  cert^niy  not  in  the  oonatitaUon ;  for  he 
found  no  oonntenance  for  the  exerdse  of  it 
there;  nor  yet  in  the   Hiitoiy  of  England,. 
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wlience  the  habtat  eorptu,  as  well  bb  the  princi- 
ples of  freedom,  on  wQich  onr  BjBtem  is  DiLsed, 
iTEis  derif  ei].  The  habtai  torpvM  was  one  of  the 
boons  which  the  sturdy  barons  wrested  from 
King  John  at  Runny mede ;  and  when  had  there 
been  any  attempt  to  sospend  it  there  1  Besides. 
eminent  legal  anthoritj  hod  diatinctlv  stated 
that  the  doctrine  of  miUtary  or  marUal  law,  as 
laid  down  in  Blanlcstone  and  Holt,  had  no  ap' 
plication  to  England ;  and  sniely  the  inhabitants 
of  this  cotintrj  ought  to  have  aa  great  protec- 
tion for  life  and  property,  as  was  epjoyed  there 
nnder  that  law. 

The  Speakkb  here  annonnoed  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

UoHDJLY,  January  19. 
Th«  Banhmpt  Law. 

Ur.  GuFFOKD  inquired  if  this  was  not  reeolo- 
tloti  day,  and  if  resolntions  were  not  in  or- 
der from  the  8tat«  of  Uaine.  As  the  Speaker 
was  understood  to  assent,  he  offered  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effeot  that  the  Judiciary  Committee 
be  instracted  to  report  forthwith  the  following 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act.  [The  bill  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolntioa  eimply  provided  that 
the  bankrupt  law  "  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby 
rmealed."] 

Mr.  Ahnols  greeted  to  the  reoeption  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  ToLAKD  was  also  nnderatood  to  urge 
soma  oUection, 

Mr,  WiSTHHOP  rose  to  a  point  of  order ;  and 
inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to  introdnce  a 
resolution  instructing  a  committee  on  a  snlject 
pending  in  the  House. 

Ur.  CuiTOBD  replied  that  this  was  asepsrate 
bill  altogether,  and  essentially  different  &om 
any  other  before  the  House. 

The  Spk^kkr  OTerroIed  all  the  objections 
which  had  been  raised. 

Ur.  OuFioBD  moved  the  previous  question 
on  his  resolution. 

Ur.  Bbioob  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table, 

Ur.  OuiroBs  called  for  Uie  yeas  and  nays , 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows — yeas 
81,  nays  110. 

Bo  tiie  resolution  was  not  lud  on  tlie  table. 

The  (question  then  recurrred  on  secoudbg 


tod,  having  taken  the  vote,  tbey  reported  01 
in  the  affirmative,  and  78  In  the  negative, 
"o  the  motion  for  the  previous  qDeetJon  was 


The  question  recurred,  "Bhall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  putt" 

Ur.  Babhabd  called  fbr  the  yeas  and  ni^s ; 
iwhich  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  US, 
naysBS. 

Bo  the  IIosBB  ordered  the  main  question  to 
■Im  bow  pDt 

The  queSion  was  then  taken  oa  the  resolu- 


tion of  Ur.  Ouftobd;  and  the  TCta  mi  up 
having  been  ordered,  it  was  derided  is  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

Tus. — Hesars.  Ludiff  W.  indmi,  Arrimin, 
AthertoD,  Barton,  BeesoD,  Bidkck,  Blnbje,  BU^ 
Boardmui,  Bonne,  Bo jd,  BrevEter,  Bransm,  line 
V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Borke,  WBEia  Bttltt, 
Green  W.  CsldweU,  PatHck  C.  Caldvdl,  Wlba  & 
Campbell,  Thomu  J.  Csmpbell,  Quolkai,  Cm, 
Casey,  Chspnun,  Clifford,  Clintan,  Colci,  Colqria, 
U.  A.  Cooper,  Cron,  Daniel.  Ourrtt  Dirji,  BicM 
D.  Dsris,  Scan,  Debnry,  Dotg,  bitana,  Mi  C 
Edirards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  Jofaa  0.  Vufi,  C.  L 
Flojd,  A.  LawreDce  FoMer,  OcDtry,  Gilner,  Gn% 
Wm.  0.  Goode,  Gordoa,  Green,  OMisc,  fib, 
Hirria,  Hastings,  HaltneSiHo^uiM^Hoiid^HNHa, 
Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Cits  Jobmoa,  Xm.bt 
drew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Litllefield,  Lonell.ilnk* 
McClellan,  Robert  UcClellan,  UcElj,  IcIhusi, 
HcKeon,  UiUorT,  Harchind,  Alfitd  IinU 
MslbcwB,  Uattocka,  Uedill,  Uiller,  HiKliell,  Moii^ 
Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Psnnenter,  Pntiii^ 
Pajne,  Pickens,  Plutner,  Pope,  Profit,  Embj. 
Read,  Reding.  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Kiai,lofn 
Roosevelt,  Banford,  Banoden,  Be«e1li,am,at 
perd,  Sbields,  Wm.  Smilh,  Snyder,  gprigit,9M» 
rod,  ShAeley,  Alex.  B.  B.  Stuart,  JebnlSou, 
Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  TbiB^ 


brook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 1  SB. 

NAva.— Uessrs.  Adams,  AUen,  5faei4ock/.Ai 
drews,  Araold,  Baker,  Barnard,  Biair,  Birjn. 
Briegs,  Milton  Brown.  Jeremiah  Brows,  Bexl 
Calhoun,  Oliilds,  SuiejN.  Clsrke,  Cowhi,Ci«w 
Cravens,  Cushing,  Dawson,  John  Sdwai^  ImK, 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Glddinga,  rui46- 
Goode,  Granger,  Halsted,  Henrv,  HowiriW^r 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoil,  Joseph  R.  \f<^ 
Jameslrwin,  James,  Wm.  Cost  JotaM",^*^ 
Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  Tbonai  F.  Mri^ 
Bamaon  Mason,  Hathiot,  Maiwell,  Hajssri,  l<n 
Morgan,  Osborne,  Fearoe,  Pendletoo,  TvA^ 
jamln  Randall,  Randot[A,  Bidgway,  Bo^r  ■ 
Russell,  JMies  M.  Russell,  Blade,  Trmnu  &^ 
Stanly,  Slnrtton,  Richard  W.  Thompioa,  ToW 
Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  RcnascUer,  W»^ 
Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L  ^ 
CbrJBlopber  H.  Wiffiams,  Joseph  L.  WTlKisa,  "•■ 
throp,  Yorke,  AuguBtns  Young,  and  Jdia  Iw« 
—78. 

Ur.  Babh ABD  rose  for  the  purpose  of  •Afe* 
some  directions  from  the  Speaker,  or  tkH^ 
in  regard  to  his  duty  in  this  matter.  He  mar 
stood  the  House  as  having  passed  so  onitrLj: 
the  Committee  on  the  Jndiclsry  sbosH  t™* 
bill  forthwith  to  repeal  the  hmto^l"- 
but  there  was  a  standing  rale  of  the  HoM«* 
flictJng  with  this  order,  which  provided  OB* 
committee  should  hold  its  meetings  »''3f* 
Honse  was  in  session.  He  wished  to  o^ 
how  he  wsa  to  act,  so  aa  to  avoid  a  bw**'' 
ine  or  the  other  of  these  rules.  _, 

Mr.  Wise  said  that,  in  order  IomBsw  -^ 
■entleman  from  New  York  of  the  difficnl^ 
lad  suggested,  be  would  move  thrt  the^ 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  have  leave  to  at  deal 
the  wttings  of  the  House,  tin  they  had  psfftnw 
the  duty  assigned  them. 
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Vr.  BiiBNASD.  Is  that  motion  in  order,  Mi 
Speaker  ?    If  it  ia  not,  I  shall  object  to  it. 

The  Spkakxb  said  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  Older;  and 

llr.  WiSB  appealed  from  that  decision.  He 
woold  ^ipeal  ta  the  Honse  if^  aft«r  the  rote  just 
given,  it  was  not  the  dotj  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Jadicisr;  b>  report  the  bill  "  forth- 
with." 

Mr.  Tbomfsok,  of  Indiana,  mored  to  la; 
the  appeal  on  tlie  table ;  and 

Mr.  CuyroBD  called  for  the  tmb  and  najs 
on  that  qnestion ;  whiclt  were  also  ordered. 

The  gnestion  was  then  taken  on  lajins  the 
■{>pMl  on  ttie  table,  and  decided  in  the  amnna- 
tive—jeas  104,  nays  8t. 

The  SpiAXEB  contlnned  the  call  for  reeola- 
tions  fh>m  the  State  of  Maine. 

Ur.  Lowell  offered  a  resolntion  to  anthorise 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  sit  dnring 
the  sesnon  of  the  House,  for  ihe  purpose  of 
taking  the  necessary  steps  to  comply  with  the 
reeolation  of  the  House  directing  them  to  report 
a  bill  "  forthwith  "  for  the  repMl  of  the  bank- 
mpt  Isw,    lie  also  moved  the  previooa  qnes- 

Mr.  It,  W.  THOupaoN  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
Intion  on  the  table.  [Lond  criee  of  "  The  yeas 
and  nays."] 

Mr.  FiLLUOBB  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Ifaine  would  withdraw  his  resolution,  as  the 
whole  subject  woold  certainly  require  some 
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Mr.  Lowell  did  not  comply,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows  — yeas  87,  na^s  105. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  qneetion  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previoos  question. 

JCmbts,  Reu)  and  Pope  were  q>pointed  tell- 
ers ;  and  they  reported  81  in  the  afflrmatJTe, 
and  79  in  the  negative ;  so  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  ordered  to  be 
Dfiw  pnt ;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  ayes  112,  nftys  81. 

TcESDAT,  January  17. 
Stpeal  of  the  Batikrvpt  Lam, 
i£r.  Babbasd,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadictarj,  reported  the  following  bill : 

A  BILL  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 
Se  it  enaettdby  the  Sntaie  and  Hmut  of  JUm- 
terUativtt  of  Iha  l/Hiitd  Slaitt  of  AtMrica  in  ciin- 
yren*  ousniAfe^  That  (be  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through - 
oat  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the  ISth  day  of 
Au^st,  1841,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
JPranidei,  AoiMMr,  That  the  repeal  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  or  affect  any  case  which,  at  the  time  this 
tct  goes  into  effect,  Bball  be  pending  before  aoy 
lourt  i  nor  to  say  proceeding  which,  at  said  time, 
disU  have  been  legally  commenced,  and  which  shall 
i«  (hen  in  progreBS,  under  and  by  virtue  of  tbe 
laid  swt  hereby  rapei^d. 


The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr,  Babhabd  ot^eotod  to  its  second  reading, 
which  he  said  he  oonid  do  under  the  role, 
which  forbade  the  second  reading  of  a  hill  on 
the  same  day  it  was  reported,  nnlees  no  ot^eo- 
tion  was  made. 

Ur.  Gate  JomraoK  sdd  that  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  hilt  having  been  olgected  to,  ^e 
question  would  come  up  before  the  Hoosc^ 
"  Shall  thU  bill  be  rqected !  " 

Mr.  CLirroBD  remarked  that  the  parliament- 
ai7  law  was  imperative  in  requiring  tbe  qnes- 
tion to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  tiUl, 
after  the  objection  made  to  its  second  reading 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bax- 

MABD.) 

The  Bpeakxb  said  that,  by  reference  to  tlie 
lOSth  role  of  the  House,  he  found  that,  if  ob- 
jection was  made  to  the  fint  reading  of  the 
bill,  the  qnestion  would  then  ensue  upon  its  re- 

isction.  By  that  rule,  no  bill  oould  have  its 
rst  and  second  reading  on  the  same  day,  with- 
out a  special  order  from  the  Bonse. 

Mr,  Cave  Johnsoh,  Let  ns  make  it  the 
special  order  luw. 

The  Speazeb  sud  that  he  was  cleaiiy  of 
opinion  that  the  House  bad  tiie  right  to  order 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  now. 
The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time; 

Mr.  Tdbhei  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  tlie  bill ;  but, 

Mr.  Babsabd  rising,  tbe  Speaker  awarded 
the  floor  to  that  gentieman. 

Mr.  B.  then,  under  instmotiona  from  Uia 
Oommitt«e  on  the  Judiciary,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  that  committee^  with  instrno- 
tions  to  report  amendments. 

Mr.  Wise  then  aaked  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  previous  qnestion. 

The  Bpeaker  was  nnderstood  to  say  that  it 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether  it  would  cut  off 
theproTiao, 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  I  move  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion. I  am  in  favor  of  the  proviso.  [Great 
excitement.] 

Mr.  Babmabd.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  mo- 
Mr.  Wise  (amidst  much  confnslon).  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  in  order  ? 

The  Speaker  replied,  bnt  his  voice  was  over- 
powered by  the  hum  of  excited  converaatioa 
throughout  the  hall. 

Mr.  Wise.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  oaimot  hear  a 
word,    [Great  conftuion.} 

Mr.  Babkabd.  If  thia  motion  had  been 
made  in  tlie  ordinary  way — 

Mr.  Wise  again  interposed,  and  exclaimed 
that  be  oould  not  hear  a  word  that  was  said. 

The  Speaker  called  the  House  to  order. 

Mr.  Babkabd  then  resumed,  and  said  if  this 
motion  had  been  made  in  the  ordinary  way,  on 
■'  "       ■  of  the  bill,  »B&.  the  previous 
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Saestion  was  BORt^ed,  lie  was  aware  it  wonld 
ring  the  House  directly  to  a  vote  on  the  main 
proposition ;  but  the  Spraket  would  remember 
that  the  motion  was  not  made  bj  him  as  an 
tndiTidoal  member  of  the  House,  but  as  the 
argBa  of  the  JadicUrj  Committee,  and  in  the 
form  and  shape  of  a  report  from  that  commit- 
tee ;  and  in  such  a  case,  he  sabmitted,  the  mle 
did  not ^ml^;  and  thatif  theprevionaqneatlon 
was  seconaed,  the  rote  must  fint  l>e  tueu  on 
the  report  of  the  Jadiciaiy  Committee, 

The  Spklkeb's  repl?  md  not  reach  the  re- 
porter's desk. 

Ur.  Baksaxd  inquired  whether  the  Honse 
oonld  oat  off  the  report  of  a  committee. 

The  Spkaexb  replied  that  it  was  for  a  mo- 
Joritj  of  the  Honse  to  determine. 

Ifr.  Wise  asked  the  Gerk  to  read  the  bil  as 
It  wonld  Btaad  if  the  previous  qneetlon  was 
■eeonded. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  submitted  jester- 
Amj  by  l[r.  GunoKD,  simply  repesling  the 
bankmpt  law,  with  the  proriso  sntmiltt^  by 
iCr.  TtunroBABT. 

Ur.  Wisx  said  he  would  stick  to  the  preTions 
question. 

The  Speaks  pnt  the  qnestion  on  aeoondiog 
the  demand  for  the  prevkms  qneation,  bat  he 
was  unable  to  decide.  Tellers  were  then  de- 
manded, and  Hewn.  Wsllkb  and  Bmoos  were 
appointed ;  and  having  taken  the  vote,  they 
reported  92  in  the  a£BrmatJve,  and  88  in  the 
negative.    There  wsa,  therefbre,  a  second. 

Mr.  Babrabd.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  mom- 
iDghonr  expired ?    (It  was  10  minntes past  1.) 

The  Sfeaeib.    It  has. 

"Mr.  Bakkabo.  Then  I  oall  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  Bpiatbb,  The  order  of  the  day  is  the 
fbrther  oonnideration  of  the  bUl  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankmpt  law.    [Boars  of  laaghter.] 

[This  bill,  which  was  now  the  order  of  the 
iaj,  wan  the  bill  some  time  unce  introduced 
hj  Mr,  Etbbbit,  to  which  various  amendmenta 
had  been  offered,  and  on  which  Mr.  Massball 
was  entitled  to  the  floor  ^m  the  middle  of  last 
week.] 

Ana  the  state  of  the  question  was  Uiis : 

Mr.  Babhabd  had  moved  the  foUowioff 
amendment  to  (or  enbstitute  for)  the  original 
Ull: 

"  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  es- 
tablish ■  nnifbrm  system  of  bankruptcy  throaghoat 
the  TJiuted  States,'  approTed  on  tbe  19ib  of  Aagnst, 
1S41,ai  authoridng  any  penon  oirlDK  debts  to  ap- 

ar  by  peUtioD,  for  tbe  benefit  of  said  act,  tosetber 
Lb  all  the  parts  of  said  act  which  are  appUeable 
solely  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the 
proviBJons  of  aach  act,  in  behaU'  of  debtors,  by  the 
volnntary  petition  of  such  debtors,  without  tbe  cou' 
earreneeoraldoftbeir  creditors,  be,  and  the  same  ia 
heteby,  iepeal«d ;  ProvuUd,  That  tbia  act  shall  not 
oflbct  any  ease  or  proceeding  In  baokruptcy  already 
eonnenced,  or  which  shall  be  commenced  before 
tbe  4th  day  of  Jnly  next,  or  any  pains,  penalties, 
or  forfutiiKa,  preaciibed  and  tnciuTed,  or  which 
■hall  Iw  incnned,  midec  s^d  act." 


"  In  the  proviso  of  the  orlrinal  UB,  rtribott  lb 
'  Gth  day  of  December,  1941,' Ic,  and luotn^ 
tbe  proviso  ahaD  read  ai  followa.  'AwiAiTW 
this  act  shall  not  affect  any  csia  or  pwceohg  ■ 
bankmptcy  commenced  before  tbe  fmgt  4 
this  act,  or  any  pains,  peuUSe*,  m  AnAltm  » 
cnrred  under  tlua  said  act ;  bat  eray  sacli  yttmt 
ing  may  beooatinDed  toils  final  ooasaanatiM^a 
like  manner  as  if  this  act  hod  not  been  pMsi" 

Mr,  Bsioos  had  moved  that  the  biSleeiii- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ji)^du7,itt 
the  following  inatrnctiona : 

"  To  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  trf  tbe  tii» 
ing  law  wbicli  antboriies  tbe  vrianlaiy  wicite 
of  debtora,  and  to  inalnde  oorpontiaaB  ■Mch  in 
paper  to  drcnlate  as  mtmey,  witlun  tbe  openin 
of  add  Uw." 

Which  proposed  instmotioDs  Mr.  0.  Joibdi 
had  moved  toameDd,eoas  toinatncttbatiB' 
mittee  to  report  a  bill  for  the  inmw^il»>md 
of  the  bsnknipt  law,  withoot  lindtorquil* 
tiona;  [simply',  infiwt,  Btrikkigaot(ha|nin 
of  the  orlgiou  bill  of  Mr,  EnKBrr.) 

Mr.  If  abshau.  rate,  and  sM  he  wodU  M  h 
respon^le  tor  any  del^of  tbeartlmi'lK 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  bv;  wt 
he  moved  the  previous  qneation. 

Mr.  CrsBCfo  protestea  against  thewlin. 

Mr.  Wbb  inquired,  If  the  previoja  ^t^ 
was  sashuned,  and  the  mun  qnestka  is  i^ 
dered  to  be  put,  and  the  amesdiMtf «( t^ 
gentleman  frtxa  Maseatiiiuetta  (Ur.Oao^ 
should  be  adopted,  whether  the  Un  mH  Kt 
then  be,  in  Bnbstanae,tbe«aiMasttwiat»ti 
Boted  Dpon  to-morrow  morning  t 

Mr,  OnoBiira.    Fr«deely. 

Some  oottverMtioD  Miaoed  as  to  tht  [rio^ 


motion  for  the  previous  qoestioit ;  md  if! 
reported  110  in  the  affirmative,  and  W  in  t" 
Df^tive ;  there  was,  therefore,  a  ssNod. 

lie  question  recurred  oo  the  ameoinioi" 
the  gentleman  ttoai  Massachuartt^  (llr.  Ctv 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted— ji«1^ 

The  qneation  next  came  up  iipon  U**'*^ 
ment  ol  the  gentleman  tram  Hew  YoA  *■ 

BAmTABD.)  , 

Mr.  Moobb  asked  for  the  yesa  and  sip; «" 
th^  were  ordered.  _ 

Tbe  amendment  was  then  r^ected-jett  ■' 
nays  186.  . 

The  Spzakkb  announced  the  qnesliw  K  » 
upon  the  engrosament  of  tbe  l«il;  mw ''" 
ordered  to  be  engrosBed.  ,      . 

The  Ohaib.  When  ahall  the  WI  hi"  O 
third  reading ) 

Many  members,    "Now,"  ^ 

Mr.  AmroiD  roae  and  oljeetei.  V*,  ■" 
ground  that  the  bill  was  not  yet  ("P**™  „ 

The  Sfsaxxs  sud  that  the  US  i»«(  V 
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OTW  nntil  to-morrow,  nnlea*   bj  unanim< 
consent. 

Mr.  Etxbkxt  iitov«d  that  th«  bill  be  read 
igUD  to-d^. 

The  Bpiaksr  h^  that  th«  bill  not  bmng  ea- 
posteA,  that  could  not  be  done  bnt  hj  general 
DOQsent 

Mr.  HoTKnn  said  that  it  oonld  be  done  bj 
irder  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Erxanr  moved  a  nupenalt 

The  qnestloa  vta  then  pat  on  the  nupenrion 
>f  the  nilefl — and  decnded  in  the  affirmatiTf 
\jea  143,  noea  S8. 

Mr.  Gauroaa  oalled  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
m  the  pMMga  <^  the  bill ;  which  being  or- 

It  was  read  the  third  time  and  pasaed,  aa 
bllows: 

TstB. — IfestM.  I.andafrW.  Andnwi,  Airinnoa, 
Lthcrlon,  BarUm,  BeesoD,  Bidluk,  Biidwye,  BUck, 
toardmui,  BolU,  Bowse,  Boyd,  BrewsMr,  Broa- 
on,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  W.  Butler,  W.  O. 
lutler,  Oreeo  W.  CaldweU,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  Wiltiam 
I.  CnlnpbolL,  Thomaa  J.  Camidwli,  Carathera,  Carj, 
lasej.  Chapman,  Cliflbrd,  Clinton,  Colea,  Cowen, 
taniel,  Oanett  Davi*,  Bichard  D.  Daria,  Dean,  De- 
■enj,  Doan,  Doig,  Eutnuo,  John  C.  Edwards, 
;gbeTt,  Everett,  Ferria,  John  G.  Flofd,  CbBrlea  A. 
'\oyd,  Fornance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  GUmer,  Goggin, 
■atrick  Q.  Goode,  William  0.  Goode,  Gordon,  Ura- 
jiin, Green,  Gustinc,  Uarris,  Qaallnga,  Haya,  Holniea, 
[opkini,  Houck,  Houston.  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter, 
Iburles  J,  IngersoU,  Jack,  Care  Johnton,  Keim, 
Lndrcw  Kennedy,  Lewii,  Ulllefleld,  LoweU,  Abr«- 
am  HcCteOan,  Robert  HcCteUan,  MeEay,  HcKen- 
■D,  HcEeoa,  Uallory,  Harchand:,  AlA«d  Uaraball, 
lianiai  F.  Harahall,  Ikthewa,  Mattocka,  Hedill, 
[itcheU,  Herrla,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osbome,  Ownley, 
'annenler.  Partridge,  Pkkena,  Plumcr,  Pope,  Prof- 
t,  BanuM,  Bayaer,  Bead,  Reding,  Rencber, 
[eynalda,  Rhett,  RIxKi.  RooKvelt,  Sauford,  Sewell, 
baw,  Shepperd,  SMelda,  Blade,  Truman  Smith, 
Djder,  Sprigg,  Btanly,  Bteenrod,  Stokeley,  Aleian- 
er  IL  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  StaaK,  Summers,  Sumter, 
wency,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Tbompson,  Jacob 
hompMO,  TitUnghaat,  THpIett,  Trotti,  Trambull, 
'nderwood,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  WaahiDelon,  Wat- 
•rsen.  Wetter,  Weatbtwtic,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Ao- 
uatua  Tontig—140. 

Katb.— Heara  Adami,  Allen,  Sberiook  J.  An- 
;,  Babeock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
1  Brown,  Jeremiali  Brown, 
nmeU,  Calhoun,  CMlda,  John  C.  Clark,  Suley  S. 
larka,  Cranaton,  Cravena,  Cuahing,  John  Edwards, 
eaaenden,  FiUmoro,  Gatea,  Granger,  Henry,  How- 
rd.  Hunt,  Joseph  E.  Ingeraoll,  Jamea  Irrin,  Wil- 
aro  W.  Irwin,  James,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac 
'.  Jones,  Joha  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Unn, 
amaon  Uaaoo,  Hathiot,  lUswell,  Vajnard,  Heri- 
ethcr,  Xoore,  Hotvan,  Morrow,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
>n,  Powell,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway, 
ddnej,  William  Rnssell,  James  H.  Russell,  Balton- 
all,  StrattOD,  Richard  W.  Thompmm,  Toland, 
omiiosoo.  Van  Beosselaer,  Wallaa«,  Warren,  Sd- 
■rd  D.  White,  Joaepb  L.  WUte,  ThomM  W. 
nUtama,  Cbristopbcr  B.  WilUams,  Joseph  L.  WU- 
ams,  Winthiop,  YoAa,  and  John  Toang— '7L 
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INSXITATX. 

WaMTMDAT,  Janoaiy  18. 
The  Oregtm  Territory. 

ilie  CHAm  announced  Uie  order  of  the  day  to 
Im  the  unfinished  debate  oo  the  passage  of  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  and  occnpation  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  Choats,  being  entitled  to  tlie  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  for  nearly  two  hours.  The 
two  mun  topics  upon  which  he  dwelt,  were: 
first,  the  qneetioQ  of  the  proposed  ii^nt  of  lands 
to  settlers,  as  an  infraction  of  the  convention 
between  this  conntiy  and  Great  Britain,  estab- 
lished for  ten  years  in  1818;  and  renewed  in 
1837,  to  contdnae  from  year  to  year  until  dis- 
continued by  a  year's  notice  from  either  party  j 
and  next,  the  question  of  the  settlement  of  other 
difitcnlties  with  England  by  the  lato  treaty, 
without  also  settling  that  in  relation  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

In  the  course  of  hia  remarks,  he  Btsted  that 
his  only  otgection  to  the  bill  was  in  relation  to 
the  provision  making  a  grant  of  lands.  If  It 
was  recommitted,  and  that  provision  was 
stricken  out,  the  rest  of  the  bill  should  have 
his  hearty  concurrence.  Even  if  the  bill  re- 
mained in  tta  present  shape,  and  it  could  be 
satisfactorily  proved  tohim  that  this  provision, 
which  proposes  a  grant  of  land  to  settlers,  is 
not  an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  he  would  give 
it  his  anpport.  He  would  go  ^rther ;  he  would 
Bay,  that  if  the  year's  notice  were  given  of  our 
intention  to  relinqniah  the  treaty  with  Great 
Briton,  he  would,  after  the  oessation  of  our 
obligations  under  it,  most  cheerfully  support  a 
bill  of  this  kind.  But  he  conceived  the  whole 
question,  at  present,  was,  whether  this  bill,  In 
its  preseat  form,  would  not  be  a  viola^on  of 
our  obligatioDs  nnder  the  treaty ;  and  that  it 
would,  he  had  not  now  the  slightest  doubt. 

Here  Mr,  C.  went  into  an  examination  of  flio 
terms  of , the  treaty,  with  a  view  of  showing 
that  the  only  occupation  or  setUeroent  which 
could  take  place  in  good  blth,  was  a  Joint  oc- 
cupation and  settlement  for  parposes  of  trade, 
hunting,  and  trapping;  and  tliat  Great  Britain 
never  &id  in  any  single  instance  otherwise  in- 
terpret^ the  treaty,  or  acted  npon  it.  Her 
encouragement  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
was  for  purposes  of  trade  and  hunting,  stnotly 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty.  If  the  company 
had  built  forts  and  made  setlleraents,  it  waa  in 
f^irtherance  of  the  objecta  of  trade,  and  carry- 
ing on  the  trapping  and  hnnting  In  which  it 
was  engaged.  It  waa  perfectly  open  to  us,  un- 
der the  treaty,  to  do  the  same.  He  denied  that 
England  had  extended  over  the  country  an  ex- 
clusive Jurisdiction.  She  only  applied  her  own 
laws  to  her  own  sulgectB.  We  might  do  the 
same.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  she  ever 
granted  away  a  single  acre  of  the  territory,  or 
ezeroised  an  exclusive  right  of  that  kino,  he 
wMild  then  say  that  we  might  do  the  same. 
Bat  no  anoh  thing  conld  be  ^vn,  for  it  had 
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Am  to  the  aUegatioDB  that  England,  in  a  com- 
mQnicatiDn  with  the  iniaiHten  of  our  Govern- 
ment, hod  said  that  Britieb  interests  had  grown 
np  in  Che  territory  which  Hhonld  and  would  be 
jH^teoted,  he  contended,  that  takins  the  whole 
ooDtezt,  and  giving  what  followed  in  the  sen- 
tenoe,  m  far  from  thia  being  an  SKeertion  of  ez- 
clasive  right,  or  a  threat  of  possesaion  against 
the  United  States,  tbe  moet  direct  reservation 
was  made  of  the  righto  of  the  United  Btates  to 
joint  occupation  and  interest  in  the  territory 
nnder  the  treaty,  b j  which  both  comitriea  were 
bound.  He  read  the  passage  in  tiill,  witb  & 
view  of  showing  the  correctness  of  nia  ~ 
of  tbe  avowal  made  by  England. 

In  oommenting  open  the  speech  of  the  Sena~ 
tor  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Buraoir,)  who  had 
preceded  bim  in  tbe  discnsaion  when  the  sub- 
ject was  last  np,  be  took  occasion  to  remove 
an  erroneons  impression,  which  he  oonceiTod 
was  caloolated  to  do  great  injustice  to  a  distin- 
gniabed  man,  (Mr.  Websteb,)  who  could  not 
here  defend  himself.  He  alluded  to  the  fears 
expressed  bj  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri,  that 
tbe  President's  Message  declining  to  furnish  the 
correepondence,  or  informal  commnnications, 
relative  to  the  pending  negotiation  abont  the 
Oregon  Territory,  implied  grounds  for  conclud- 
ing that  propositions  bad  been  made  by  oor 
Secretary  of  State,  which  tbe  Administnitian 
was  ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow ;  tJiat,  in  fact, 
the  rumor  must  be  correct  which  had  got 
abroad,  that  a  proposition  bad  been  made  or 
entertained,  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  to  settle 
down  npon  the  Oolnmbia  River  as  the  boundary 
line.  Now,  he  was  glad  to  have  it  in  bis  power 
to  nndeceive  the  Senator,  and  to  assure  him, 
which  ho  did  from  antliority — for  be  bad  been 
requested  by  the  Secretary  himself  to  do  it  for 
him — that  ho  never  either  made  or  entertained 
a  proposition  to  admit  of  any  line  south  of 
the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  as  a  negotiable 
boundary  line  for  the  territory  of  tbe  United 
States. 

The  Senate  adjoomed. 

TrBBDAT,  January  S4. 
Oregon  Territety. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement 
of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  came  up  on  its  pas- 
sage, as  the  unfinished  bniuness  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  WooDBDBT,  who  was  entitled  to  tbe 
floor,  addressed  tbe  Senate  at  considerable 
length  in  support  of  the  bill. 

He  considered  the  Oregon  Territory  as  iu- 
cwmtestably  oors,  as  any  other  of  our  posses- 
sions. There  was  no  more  reason  against  our 
oocnpying  it,  than  there  could  have  been  against 
our  exercising  jurisdiction  over  Iowa  or  Wis- 
consin when  we  plaoed  thran  under  our  terri- 
torial government.  There  ooold  be  only  one 
of  two  objections  to  our  exercising  the  same 
ownership — one  of  which  was,  that  we  enter- 
t^  lome  doubt  of  onr  title  j  and  th«  other, 


that  it  may  be  inexpedient  to  eisRistinign- 
donbted  right 
Tg  neither  of  these  reasons  conld  hsinrit. 


tbe  Senate  who  seemed  to  entert^  tin  ^tiM 
doubt  of  onrjnst  title  to  tbe  entire  of  the  tni- 
toi^.  All  contend  that  our  rigbt  to  iQ  n 
claim  la  indefeasible.  Why,  then,  iboddtlm 
be  any  hesitation  about  eiercisng  oar  dvic- 
ship  over  tbe  territory  t  The  dispute  bttitcs 
us  and  England  never  can  bo  alwnt  thil;  ix 
she  does  not  profess  to  deny  our  right  to  Ion- 
tory.  She  may  reasonably  confine  ns  to  ^ 
letter  of  the  existing  treaty ;  but,  in  doiigdii 
she  is  oecessarily  bound  to  show  thai  jbeRS- 
forms  strictly  to  it  herself.  If  ahe  ^mit  t 
construction  which  we  hitherto  bate  not^imi 
to  it,  she  can  have  no  jnst  cause  of  cotD|Jiis 
shomd  we  adopt  her  constroctioD.  M  k 
tmtb,  that  treaty  can  neither  give  norwilliboU 
ri^ta  of  territory,  and  the  exercise  <^>d<^ 
dgnty;  for  it  is  expressly  limited  totBftdfc 
purpose — that  of  securing,  during  its  anlii> 
ance,  the  free  and  open  intercouTM  ri  ih 
citizens  of  one  of  tbe  contracting  putir^  d 
subjects  of  the  other,  for  purposes  of  trsifci 
commerce,  leaving  the  riglits  of  the  nf^< 
parties  nntouched.  As,  then,  Enghnii  p^ 
no  right  over  our  portion  of  the  temtujbBt 
that  of  freedcm  to  trade,  like  that  of  ra^^n 
citiiens— for  which  she  concedes  an  eqiinW 
rigbt  to  onr  citizens  over  her  porUoa  rf  Iffli- 
tory,  if  she  bos  any — what  other  gonlijM 
dispnte  onr  exercise  of  jurisdiMiial  ^ 
France,  for  she  sold  to  ns  all  posdble  clsa^ 
could  have  derived  ;  not  Spun,  for  bw  Sfl*^ 
transferred  fo  ua ;  and  certainly  notBuwi" 
we  do  not  propose  to  encrwach  npon  b(f  wsfr 
em  boundary  beyond  the  Mth  d^i«iif»** 
ern  latitude.  Ho  other  coimbj  nndfr  IW' 
can  have  any  pretension  to  our  territoij;  »■ 
we  have  seen  that  tlio  existing  tnttf  »is 
England,  so  far  from  giving  her  auy,  upi»! 
stipulates  that  its  obligations  shall  not  Ust- 
stnied  in  any  manner  to  affect  title.  If  ^  i^ 
not  conscious  that  she  could  set  np  no  daina 
her  own,  she  would  not  endeavor  to  nub  » 
world  believe  that  her  object  is,  in  ocotaWf 
for  the  narrow  slip  of  luid  reallj  in  &^ 
north  of  the  Columbia  Biver,  mHeljIe  kfj 
open,  for  the  benefit  of  all  nations,  •  **!"* 
at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  And  evoi  llA™ 
did  not  think  of  till  we  made  a  setthmMllW^ 
This  is  ntrt  the  first  time  she  hsa  int*rftrrf  « 
prevent  enten>ri9ea  for  the  advanMnest « oo 
irameroe.  fir.  W,  here  roenUoned  ««»  °- 
ances  of  like  interference.  ^ 

The  question  is,  what  are  our  r^lts!  *' 
derive  them  either  by  pnrchaae,  discort^p « 
by  treaty.  If  she  has  any,  she  must  *«»» 
good  a  title,  or  yield  that  oors  is  snpenw;  »■ 
this  seta  at  rest  bercMm.  Sie  did  not  piwr 
tbe  undoubted  title  of  Spain  to  sD  «f^ 
on  t.hn  TiTnrtb-wntit  oosst,  aswadid;  *•* 
imbiaBiTor.M""';"" 
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Titb  regard  to  treaties,  it  has  been  shown, 
sad  over  a^tia,  that  Bhe  acquired  no  risl: 
soil  or  terntorjr  under  any  one  to  which  she  has 
been  a  party.  There  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
her  treaty  with  Kassia,  ia  her  treaty  with  Spain, 
or  in  her  treaty  with  onrsclvoa.  In  no  one  of 
these  treaties  has  slia  gained  an  iota  of  claim  to 
soil  or  territory.  She  ia  granted  nothiog  bat 
a  joint  nse  of  the  right  to  fiah,  hont,  tradi 
navigate. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  the  treaty  of  IBIS 
al>ont  joint  occapation  or  settlemont.  We  do 
not  look  to  that  treaty  for  our  right  to  occupy 
or  to  settle  our  territory  of  Oregon.  We  stand 
upon  otir  inconteatabie  title.  Neither  can  she 
derive  from  it  what  it  does  not  directly  or  in- 
directly mention.  It  is  merely  o  treaty  of  trade 
sod  commerce,  to  be  free  and  open  to  the  sub- 
jects aod  citizens  of  tbe  two  powers.  We 
might  sign  a  treaty  to-morrow,  giving  England 
anc^nal  right  with  onr  own  citizeos  to  free  trade 
with  tho  port  of  Now  York,  but  wlio  could  be 
so  atiaard  aa  to  contend  that  we  thereby  con- 
veyed to  her  a  joiut  occupancy  and  joint  right 
of  settlement  on,  tho  soil  and  territory  of  T 
York  to  the  defeasement  of  onr  own  title  f 

By  the  treaty  of  1816,  renewed  in  1837,  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  both  powers  are  un- 
doubtedly entitled  to  a  free  and  open  exercise 
of  intcrcoQrae  for  purposes  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. On  onr  part,  we  refrain  from  exacting 
duties  on  goods  belonging  to  British  subjects 
found  on  our  territory  \  and  England  gnarantees 
tho  same  wiOi  respect  to  onr  citizens  on  ter- 
ritory claimed  by  her.  This  is  the  true,  and 
only  true,  meaning  and  spirit  of  tho  treaty. 

Mr.  W.  here  entered  upon  a  critical  examina- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  1818,  and  its  renewal  in 
182T,  showing  that  no' other  construction  could 
be  put  upon  tbe  wording  of  both,  than  that 
which  he  had  given.  In  confirmation  of  this, 
lie  cited  Tariona  passages  in  the  communications 
from  the  British  ministers  in  every  convention 
or  negotiation  held  with  them  from  the  time 
of  the  treaty  of  1813,  to  the  time  that  the  re- 
newal of  Uie  charter  of  the  Hadson  Bay  Com- 
pany gave  a  new  impetus  to  its  encroachments, 
and  induced  it  to  seek  a  pledge  from  tbe  British 
Government  for  the  protection  of  any  interesta 
which  might  grow  up  in  its  settlement.  At 
the  time  of  negotiating  the  renewal  of  the  treaty 
of  1818,  in  laae,  the  very  propositions  for  ad- 
ditional stipulations  which  the  British  minister 
made,  show  that  England  never  did  construe 
tho  treaty  as  reachinx  to  any  thing  but  trade 
aud  commorce  \  and  tne  refusal  of  onr  negotia- 
tors to  admit  those  additional  stlpnlations 
showed  that  we  peremptorily  refused  to  grant 
the  right  of  Joint  occupation  and  settlement. 

Ur.  W.  here  qnoted  m  full  the  various  propo- 
sitions alluded  to,  and  conclusively  established 
his  position  from  concurrent  testimony. 

It  was  clear,  then,  that,  In  carrying  ont  tbe 
provisions  of  this  bill,  we  wonld  in  nowise  in- 
terfere or  act  in  conflict  with  our  obligations 
by  treaty,  bo  long  aa  we  take  care  not  to  inter- 


rupt the  right  of  British  suttJects  to  the  A-ee 
and  open  porsuita  of  objeota  of  trade  and  oom- 
mcrce.  The  question,  then,  was  narrowed 
down  Into  a  very  small  compaas.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  our  right  to  the  territory:  on 
that,  all  were  agreed.  Tbe  treaty  cannot  re- 
strain ns  from  the  exercise  of  that  right,  for  it 
bos  no  Iwarin^  whatever  upon  it ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  remaining  thing  to  be  settled  ia  the 
question  of  expediency.  That,  too,  he  con- 
ceived, now  admitted  of  no  donbt. 

That  it  is  expedient  to  go  as  for  at  present  as 
this  bill  proposes  to  go,  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied— satisfied  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  sot 
only  ^ve  no  just  ^nndsof  complaint  to  Great 
Britain,  but  that  it  would  tie  the  means  of  pre- 
venting future  and  more  formidable,  beoanse 
more  accumulated,  causea  of  difficulty  with  that 
Qovernment.  But,  independent  of  this  consid- 
eration, there  was  another,  which  he  thought 
imperative ;  and  it  was,  that  our  citizens,  who 
have  cast  their  fortunes  in  the  territory,  claim 
our  protection,  aud  it  is  our  du^  to  grant  it. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  protect 
oar  citizens  in  their  lawful  pnrsnit«  on  every 
portion  of  our  territory,  no  matter  how  remote 
or  inconvenient  from  the  uuoleas  of  Oovem- 
ment.  It  ia  the  duty  of  Oongress  to  extend  Jta 
territorial  laws  fbr  Uie  benefit  of  those  remoto- 
ly  settled  oitixens. 

It  is  especially  expedient  that  all  this  abonld 
be  done  now,  and  quickly;  seeing  that  the 
longer  neglect  of  fulfilling  this  Antj  is  laid  hold 
of  by  a  rival  power  as  a  ground  for  enlarging 
and  strengthening  pretensions  which  never 
could  have  arisen,  had  ve  made  a  timely  effort 
to  secure  our  rights  from  csvil.  Besides  the 
duty  which  binds  us  to  protect  our  citizens  in 
this  territory,  we  owe  It  to  our  commercial  In- 
terest, in  distant  seas,  to  provide  for  them  a 
harbor  of  shelter,  Euoh  as  the  Columbia  alone 
affords,  on  Uie  North-west  coast.  Our  fleet 
stationed  in  the  Pacific,  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce,  is  entitled  to  the  facilities  which 
we  shonid  create  there  for  r^i^uipment,  refit- 
ting, and  re  victualling.  We  shoula  have  a  fort 
there,  which  would  serve  them  as  a  naval  eto- 
tion,  with  our  citieens  around  it  ready  at  all 
timea  to  make  a  market  with  their  productions 
for  the  wants  of  our  marine  service  in  that  dis- 
tant quarter.  England  could  not  be  jealous 
of  this,  for  she  has  done  the  some  thing.  And, 
independent  of  all  these  oonsideradons,  thera 
is  another  claas  of  beings  to  whom  we  owe  ob- 
ligations which  it  is  our  duty  to  fhlfih  He  al- 
'  '  d  to  the  aborigines  of  the  territory.  It  ia 
duty  to  extend  to  them  protection,  and 
there  is  abundant  evidence  that  they  stand  iu 
need  of  it  It  is  our  duty  to  introduoe  among 
them  the  arta  of  civilization,  and  tlie  lights  en 
the  gospel.  In  no  other  way  can  we  so  well,  ao 
effectnaily,  and  so  cheaply  fblfll  all  theoe  duaea, 
1 1^  carrying  out  the  provisiona  of  thb  bill. 

Ifr.  PnBLFs  remarked  that,  as  a  meml>er  of 
the  conuuittee  which  reported  the  bill,  he  oon- 
onrred  in  the  geaeral  views  taken  by  the  oom- 
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mittee ;  and  iu  respect  to  the  general  couditloDH 
inrolved  in  th«  bQL  be  believed  the  ooniniitt«e 
were  unanimoualy  in  fovor  of  them.  With  the 
views  of  Senators  he  htd  nothing  to  saj ;  but 
he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  (M>mmit- 
tee,  to  vindicate  the  bill  from  the  charge  that 
its  provisions  came  in  conf  ict  with  the  con- 
vention  made  between  this  Govemment  and 
Great  Britain  for  the  Joint  oconpation  of  the 
Tenitorr  of  Oregon.  He  wonld  only  say  that, 
if  soch  was  the  effect  of  fho  hill,  it  departed 
very  widely  from  theparpoeea  of  the  committee 
in  agreeing  to  it.  There  was  nothing  fnrther 
from  their  purpose  thpn  to  involve  this  country 
in  a  difficulty  with  tne  most  powerful  nation 
on  the  globe,  by  a  violatioil  of  the  righta  of  that 
nation  nuder  the  convention  alluded  to.  He 
was  confident  that  the  bill,  as  it  stood  under  the 
new  modification,  did  not  confiict  with  that 
convention,  but  was  in  conformity  with  the 
constraotion  Great  Britain  herself  put  apon 
its  provisions. 

As  the  bill  came  from  the  committee,  it  pro- 
vided that  one  section  of  640  acres  of  land 
sbonld  be  given  to  each  white  male  inhabitant 
who  might  settle  in  that  territory ;  bnt,  nnder 
the  newmodification,  it  provided  that  provision 
ahall  be  made  by  law  for  the  granting  of  840 
acres  to  each  settler.  The  provision,  as 
it  stood,  made  the  grant  of  land ;  bnt  the 
modification  sajs thatprovision  shall  be  made 
by  law  to  grant  it.  Tne  modification,  he  con- 
ceived, m^e  no  difference;  for  the  principle 
nt  the  back  of  it  was  the  same.  The  great 
question,  and  only  question,  was,  whether  tha 
bill  came  in  confiict  with  the  convention  or 
agreement  between  the  two  countries.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  was  perfectly  harmonions  with 
the  convention,  if  they  pnt  upon  that  convention 
the  OMiBtniclion  which  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshiro  (Hr.  WoonenRT)  showed  bad  been 
placed  upon  it  by  England  herself-~BS  that  of 
a  commercial  treaty  only.  If  it  did  even  extend 
so  fhr  as  to  prohibit  the  setUementof  the  conn- 
try  at  all,  the  bill  did  not  conflict  with  the  con- 
vention, beoanse  it  proceeded  on  the  principle 
of  a  prospective  setUement — of  holding  out 
inducements  merely  to  onr  citizens  to  settie 
titere.  Great  Britain  could  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  even  nnder  the  latter  constJ^otion, 
nntil  the  aJct  was  oairied  into  effect — that  is,  by 
liereafler  making  the  grant  which  was  guaran- 
teed In  the  bill  The  bill  only  holds  oat  tbe 
inducement  to  onr  dtizens  to  go  and  make 
settlements,  bnt  not   to   take   exclnfdve  and 

fennanent  possession  of  the  country.  Tlie 
111  could  not  be  made  a  snl^eot  of  camplaint 
by  Great  Britain,  nntil  the  grant  of  land  was 
actually  made,  and  the  country  taken  possession 
o^  or  the  citizens  ocpnpying  lands  under  tiUe 
from  tbe  United  States  came  in  confiict  with 
British  aubjects.  There  was  a  stronger  ground 
stilL  The  question  raised  was,  as  to  the  pur- 
port of  tbe  convention  of  1818-— how  far  did  it 
permit  dUzens  of  this  conntir  to  occnpy  that 
t«iTitory.    The  providons  of  the  oouvention 
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were,  simply,  that  any  portion  of  tbe  wmtrj 
claimed  by  either  of  tiie  parties  to  (be  omTn- 
tion  shonld,  from  tbe  m^mg  of  tint  tmnt- 
tion,  be  free  and  open  to  tbe  subjects  n^  dij- 
xens  of  both  Governments ;  and  tint  iti  pmi- 
dona  should  not  be  construed  toprtjn^uj 
clum  of  this  conntry,  or  right  lo  tbe  t«ritn;. 
The  joint  occupation  was  not,  in  ttRm,  it 
purposes  of  trade,  or  for  purpoMS  of  MttkiMl 
The  convention  was  general ;  and  i^edxr  it 
allowed  of  permanent  settlementi  hi  Ik  tm- 
try,  or  not,  was  a  question  of  oonstnctiin.  It 
England  complains  of  the  action  of  Ootpts, 
it  must  be  on  the  ground  that  we  misiDdtnuid 
the  constmction  of  that  convention.  IfvtU- 
low  the  construction  given  to  it  by  her,  to 
can  be  no  question  as  to  tbe  pro[tfi«T  of  flt 

iiassage  of  this  bill.  Ifr.  P.  then  cited  frm  lit 
aw  ($  Parliament  resting  oi     ' 


to  the  efiect  that  nothing  in  that  act  u 
construed  to  allow  any  body  eotporatetv  nib 
grants,  or  to  exercise  the  rigfalsof  tndtiid 
the  Indiana,  to  the  exclusion  of  citiKixf  Ik 
United  States  of  America.  He  then  <(mi 
further  provisions  of  the  law,  which  vntn- 
clusively  to  prove  that  the  treaty  wtt  «tJ 
trade  and  commerce  with  tbe  Indian)  Bed;, 
and  that  therighUof  the  United  BtiWiax 
Bcnipnlonsly  guarded.  He  thea  qnotid  g(hf 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament  tiMdbj: 
the  laws  of  Canada  over  the  portioiurfiliii 
territory  at  tbe  diposal  of  the  Hndn  Si; 
Company,  as  a  justification  of  tbepraisni^ 
this  bill  which  authorized  the  eoarud'^ 
United  States  to  extend  their  jnririlfliitiiw 
t^e  American  settiements  in  that  tenita;. 

Mr.  P.  then  went  on  to  say  that  tbe  pww 
of  a  provision  hereafter,  by  Congran, of  iptf 
of  lands  to  settlers,  is  of  the  eamenstnreKin 
preemption  rights  allowed  in  tiie  Steui  ^^ 
Territories  of  tbe  United  States.  It  i»K<»- 
cessary  that  tbe  grant  of  lands  shovld  pM<^ 
the  occupancy.  OnrsystomhasboeiiMpa^ 
the  occupancy  first,  dving  a  preemptioei^ 
which  is  to  secure  Uie  possession  ifertet 
The  provision  of  this  bill  would  Kt  in  w 
manner.  It  would  be  viewed  in  the  H^/  • 
pre-emption  right  to  anoh  portitn  of  Itteuj 
as  should  belong  to  us. 

It  is  not  neoessary  for  'Fpgifwil  t»  nub  w 
a  law  for  the  encouragement  of  btf  ""^ 
No  one  but  the  Crown  can  ^spiite  ti*  ™ 
them.  The  mera  possesat»i  and  eoiitiiiB^°'' 
cupancv  is  sufficient  titie  to  insure  ^^ 
from  u\6  Crown  at  some  fiitnre  time^  iDn  ^ 
relied  upon  as  safely  as  If  seenred  lij  «*  * 
Parliament.  The  anlfjecta  of  Great  Bito  * 
readv  have  this  possession  and  oocopDicT:.!" 
to  place  our  dtizens  on  an  equsl  footiag,  n  * 
indispensable  that  we  give  them  tl«»^]f 
which  this  bill  proposes — which  Is  tl*  w™  ■ 
wMch  we  always  secure  settien  in  iw"* 
territories. 

)  man  in  the  Senate  was  mow  <W<»*f 
than  he  was.    Ha  knew  tbit  pem  " 
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»  of  this  oouotry.  He 
blew  that  it  niitad  best  with  the  habits  and 
pnrsaitj  of  our  people.  He  could  not,  there- 
tort,  Jightlf  advocate  aoj  thiog  oolonlated  to 
prodoce  ooUiaioii  with  a  foreign  power.  But, 
altbongli  he  would  not  wantonlV  enter  into  con- 
flict, be  conid  not,  to  abiiD  iL  give  oonntenanoe 
to  on  act  BO  abrard  aa  that  of  a  mere  idle  asser- 
tion of  oQT  rights  wiUiont  an  aocompaitTiog  and 
■Imlntelj  neoessarj  provision  for  ezercialDg 

Mr.  Oai^ook  said  it  ought  to  be  bome  in 
mind,  in  the  discussion  of  this  measnre,  that 
there  is  a  conSiot  between  our  clum  and  that 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  Oregon  Territorr ;  and 
that  it  eztends  to  the  whole  territor;  from  the 
Bodcf  Moontaini  to  tlie  Pacifio  Ocean;  and 
froni  the  nortliera  limits  of  Ueiioo,  in  latitude 
42,  to  the  aouthem  limits  of  the  Russian  poases- 
jjona,  in  Lititnde  64.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  for- 
gotten that  the  two  Governments  have  made 
JreiiDeDt  attempts  to  adjnst  their  conflicting 
olairos,  but,  as  ]ret,  without  success.  The  first 
of  these  was  mode  in  1816.  It  proved  abortive ; 
bat  a  convention  was  entered  into,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  territorj  shoold  be  left  free  and 
open  to  onr  citizens  and  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  for  ten  years ;  the  object  of  which  was 
to  prevent  collision  and  preserve  peace,  till 
their  respective  clums  could  be  a^usted  bj 
o^otiation.  The  next  was  made  in  1834,  when 
we  offered  to  limit  our  cMm  to  the  territorr 
i)f  the  4Utb  degree  of  latitude ;  which  would 
have  left  to  Great  Britain  all  north  of  that  lati- 
tude to  the  southern  boondarr  (^Russia.  Her 
negotiator  objected,  and  proposed  the  Columbia 
River  as  the  bouodary  between  the  possesions 
of  the  two  countries.  It  enters  the  ocean  about 
the  46th  degree  of  latitude.  It  follows,  that 
the  portion  of  tbeterritorytcally  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  abont  three  d^jees 
of  latitude — that  is,  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  The  attempt  to  adjust  boundaries 
■gain  failed,  and  notnina  was  affected.  I  learn 
from  our  negotiator,  (a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Fennsjlvania,  now  m  the  oitj,)  that  the  negoti- 
ation was  conducted  with  much  eamestoeas, 
and  not  a  little  feeling,  on  the  port  of  the  Brit- 
ish negotiators. 

In  1827,  Just  before  the  termination  of  the 
ten  years,  another  attempt  was  made  at  an  ad- 
justment. The  negotiation  was  conducted  on 
our  part  bf  Mr.  Gallatin.  The  whole  sulfjeot 
was  discOBsed  fully,  and  with  ^eat  ability  and 
clearness  on  both  sides ;  but,  like  the  two  pre- 
ceding, EaUed  to  adjnst  the  conflicting  claims. 
The  same  offers  were  made  respectively  by  the 
parties  that  were,  in  1634,  and  again  r^ected. 
Alt  that  oonld  be  done  was  to  renew  the  con- 
vention of  1818;  but  with  the  provision,  that 
each  part;  might,  at  its  pleasure,  termioato  the 
agreement,  by  giving  a  year's  notice.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  renewal  was,  as  in  1818,  to  pree^^e 
peace  for  the  time,  by  preventing  either  partj 
mnn  atMrtiog  its  esdnsive  dum  to  the  territo- 
ij ;  and  tliat  of  the  insertion  of  the  provisioii, 


to  give  either  party  the  light  of  doing  so  when- 
ever it  might  think  proper,  by  giving  the  etipo- 
lated  notice. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that,  during  the 
long  interval  tmm  1813  to  this  time,  continued 
efforts  have  been  made,  in  this  and  the  other 
House,  to  indooe  Oongreas  to  assert,  by  some 
act,  our  exclusive  right  to  the  territory ;  and 
that  they  have  all  heretofore  failed.  It  now  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  this  bill,  which  covers 
the  whole  territory,  as  well  north  as  south  of 
the  4Sth,  and  provides  for  granting  land,  and 
commencing  systematically  the  work  of  coloni- 
sation and  settlement,  shtdl  share  the  fate  of  its 
predecessors.  * 

To  determine  .whether  it  onght  or  ought  not, 
involves  the  deoidon  of  two  preliminary  ques- 
tions. The  first  is,  whether  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  it  would  bo  expedient  on  our 
part  to  attempt  to  assert  and  muntain  our 
exclusive  claim  to  the  territory,  against  the 
adverse  claim  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  other, 
if  it  hsa,  whether  the  mode  proposed  in  this  hill 
is  the  proper  one. 

In  discussing  them,  I  do  not  intend  to  involve 
the  question  of  our  right  to  the  territory,  nor 
its  vatne,  nor  whether  Great  Britain  is  actuated 
by  that  keen,  jealous,  and  hostile  spirit  towards 
us,  which  has  been  attributed  to  her  in  this  dis- 
cussion. I  shall,  on  the  contrary,  assume  oor 
title  to  he  as  valid  as  the  warmest  advocate  of 
thia  hill  asserts  it  to  be ;  the  territory  to  be,  as 
to  soil,  climate,  prodnotion,  and  commercial 
advantages,  all  that  the  ardent  imagination  of 
the  author  of  the  measure  paints  it  to  be ;  and 
Great  Britain  to  be  as  formidable  and  jealous  as 
she  has  been  represented. 

I  make  no  issue  on  either  of  these  points,  I 
controvert  none  of  them,  Accordiog  to  my 
view  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  necessarr.  On 
the  contrary,  the  dearer  the  titie,  the  more 
valuable  the  territory;  and  the  more  powerftil 
and  hostile  the  British  Government,  the  stronger 
will  be  the  ground  on  which  I  fest  my  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  repeat  the 
question,  Has  the  time  arrived,  when  it  would 
M  wise  and  prudent  for  us  to  attempt  to  assert 
and  muntein  our  eidnnve  right  to  the  terri- 
tory^ against  the  adverse  and  confiioting  claim 
ol  Great  Britain?  I  answer,  No,  it  has  not; 
and  that  for  the  dedsive  reason,  because  the 
attempt,  if  made,  must  prove  unsuccessful 
against  the  resistance  of  Great  Briton.  We 
conid  neither  take  nor  hold  it  agiunst  her ;  and 
that,  for  a  reason  not  less  decisive— that  she 
could  in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  at  far  len 
expense,  concentrate  a  far  greater  force  than  we 
could  in  the  territory. 

We  seem  to  forget,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
subject,  the  great  events  which  have  oconrred  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  Asia,  during  the  last  year, 
and  which  have  so  greatly  extended  the  power 
of  Great  Britain  in  that  quarter  of  the  dobo. 
Bhe  has  there,  In  that  period,  terminated  ano- 
oeasfnUy  two  wara ;  hj  one  of  which  ahe  haa 
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given  increased  quiet  and  stAbUitj  to  her , 
aionB  ia  India;  and  bj  the  other,  bag  flrmlj 
planted  her  power  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
China,  where  she  will  nndonbtedlj  keep  np,  at 
least  for  a  time,  a  strong  military  and  datsI 
force,  fbr  the  parposea  of  intimiclntion  and 
Btrengtheni&g  her  newlj  acquired  possession. 
The  point  ehe  occupies  there  oa  the  western 
shore  of  the  Pacific,  is  almost  direct];f  oppo^te 
to  the  Oregon  Territory,  at  the  distance  of  about 
fire  thoiisiiDdflvoliiiDdred  miles  from  the  month 
of  Oolumbia  River,  with  a  tranqnil  ocean  be- 
tween, which  may  bo  passed  over  in  six  weeks. 
In  that  short  time,  she  might  place,  at  a  moder- 
ate expense,  a  strong  ^aval  and  military  force 
at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  where  a  formidable 
body  of  men,  as  hardy  and  energetic 
on  tnls  continent,  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company,  and  nnmerons  tribes  of  Indians 
under  its  control,  could  be  prepared  to  sustain 
and  co-operate  with  it.  6nch  is  the  facility  with 
wlilch  she  could  concentrate  a  force  there  to 
maintain  her  claim  to  the  territory  against 
onrs,  should  they  be  brought  into  collision  by 
this  bilL 

I  now  turn  to  examine  our  means  of  concen- 
trating en  opposing  force  by  land  and  water, 
shonld  it  become  necessary  to  maintain  our 
claim.  We  have  no  military  or  naval  position 
in  the  Psciflo  Ooean.  Oar  fleet  wonld  have 
to  Bail  troia  onr  own  shores,  and  would  have 
to  cross  the  line  and  double  Cape  Horn  in  C6 
degrees  of  south  latitude ;  and,  turning  north, 
recross  the  line,  and  ascend  to  latitude  46 
north,  in  order  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the 
Oolnmbia  River — a  distance  from  New  York 
(over  the  straightest  and  shortest  line)  of  more 
than  18,000  milos,  and  which  would  reqnire  a 
run  of  more  than  18,000  of  actual  ediing  on 
the  neual  route.  Instead  of  six  weeks,  the 
voyage  wonld  require  six  months.  I  speak  on 
the  anthority  of  one  of  the  most  eiporienoed 
officers  attached  to  the  Navy  Department. 

These  fhcta  are  decisive.  We  conld  do 
nothing  by  water.  As  far  as  that  element  is 
concerned,  we  could  not  oppose  to  her  a  gnn 
or  a  soldier  in  the  territory. 

Bat,  as  great  as  are  the  impediments  by 
water,  they  are,  at  present;  not  much  leas  so 
by  land.  If  we  assume  some  central  point  In 
the  State  of  Missouri  as  the  place  of  rendez- 
vona,  from  which  our  mltitury  force  would 
commence  its  march  for  the  territory,  the 
distance  to  the  month  of  the  Columbia  River 
will  be  found  to  be  about  two  thousand  miles,' 
of  which  mnch  more  than  a  thousand  milea 
wonld  be  over  an  unsettled  country,  consisting 
of  naked  plains  or  mountainous  regions,  witli- 
oat  provisions,  except  anch  game  as  the  rifle 
might  supply.  On  a  greater  portion  of  this 
long  mami,  the  force  would  be  liable  to  be 
mttaoked  and  harassed  by  numerous  and  war- 
like tribes  of  Indians,  wnoae  hostilities  might 
be  readily  turned  against  us  by  the  British 
traders.  To  march  such  a  distance  withont 
i^ipotition  wonld  takeupwordaof  IMdajs,  as- 
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snming  the  march  to  be  at  the  nnuil  nit  fat 
military  fbrces.  Should  it  be  impeded  bj^ 
hoHtilities  of  Indians  the  time  would  be  fnttr 
prolonged, 

I  now  aak,  how  could  any  oomidentJt  fcrH 
sustain  itself  in  so  Icmg  a  march,  tliraiit;li « 
re^on  BO  deetitnte  of  nipplieel  A  amll  dt- 
tachment  might  live  on  game,  hot  tint  le- 
Bonrce  would  be  altogether  inadeqnate  to  tl« 
support  of  an  army.  But  admittiiig  u  vaj 
could  flnd  BQfficient  soppliee  to  sostsia  ia 
march  to  the  territory,  now  conld  it  isstsi 
itself  in  an  uncultivated  territory,  too  naatt 
to  draw  anppliea  from  our  settlementi  b  is 
rear,  and  with  the  ocean  in  front,  dostd 
against  us  by  a  hostile  fleet  T  And  how  eodd 
snpplies  be  found  to  return,  if  a  relnti  ^aiH 
become  necessary  t  Jn  whatever  vie*  tk 
sul^ect  may  be  regarded,  I  hazard  &Mbii]|  it 
asserting,  that  su(£  is  the  difBcoltj  at  pr«al 


regulars,  advantageously  fortified  oatlieCiilB- 
bia  River,  with  a  Rnall  naval  force  to  ttffK 
them,  could,  with  the  ud  of  the  emploin  rf 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  an'  " 
tion  of  the  Indians  nnder  its  i) 
fiance  to  any  effort  we  conld  ra 
them.  If  all  other  difficulties  cooUltHr 
moQnt«d,  that  of  traasportiDg  a  iddal 
battering  train,  with  all  of  its  apparttwH 
to  BO  great  a  distance,  and  over  so  noj'^ 
stades,  would  be  insuperaUe. 

Having  now  made  good  my  first  pofiii*- 
that  the  attempt,  at  present,  to  vatn  ti 
maintain  our  exclnsive  claim  to  the  icniw; 
against  the  adverse  claim  of  Great  SrUd, 
must  prove  unsuoeessfiil,  if  she  redrted,  ii  of 
remains  to  inquire  whether  she  weoid  w^ 
And  here  let  me  say,  whatever  mi^it  t*  ^ 
doubts  of  others,  sorely  they  who  hare,  a  lb 
discussion,  Indsted  so  stroD^y  on  faer  peine 
her  Jealousy,  and  her  determination  to  h'd 
the  territory,  cannot  doubt  that  tbt  wwU 
resist.  I^  indeed,  provoking  langnap  ^ 
excite  her  to  rerastance,  or  if  half  wbitfc  k" 
been  aaid  of  her  hostile  diqwsltioa  be  int 
she  not  only  would  reNrt,  bat  woaU  ^ 

'  J  BO  favorable  an  oooadon  to  do  bo,  rU* 
are  comparatively  ao  weak,  ■"Jj**  ■ 
strong  in  that  quarter.  However  mAmw 
the  time  might  be  forna,  forheritwwMl<» 
most  propitious.  Her  rart  resoarcca  fi  ^ 
tary  power  in  the  East  are  UbanUd,  n>  • 
her  disposri,  to  be  directed  to  awwta»M» 
tain  her  exdu  sire  claim  tatbe  terril(»v*|W>B 
onrs,  if  she  should  determine  to  «*»  * 
example,  in  ease  this  bill  eheold  mm.  Ei«*i- 
who  believe  that  the  presMit  ndairtiT  i<^ 
posed  to  peace;  that  the  recent  ■nt«iiM<«n0 
country  originated  in  the  qriitt  of  peace;*' 
that  Sir  Rc*eK  Fed  has  eihiNtad  b«««» 
dom  and  moderation — moderation  ia  I"  ■■• 
of  splendid  suocesa,  and  theroftre  wm  »  » 
trnsted— do  not  dooht  she  wodd  n*  "  •• 
should  adopt   thli   mewon.    Wa  v^  ■" 
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forget,  u  dear  as  we  believe  our  title  to  be, 
'      that  the  ri^t  tu  the  t«rritor7  la  in  dispate  be- 
tween the  two  oonntriea ;  uid  that,  an  cert&m 
t»  we  rsMrd  oar  ri^t  to  be,  she  regards  hen 
H  not  less   so.     It   ti   a    caw    of  adverse 
eoofiicluig  claims;  and  we  ma;  be  aseured,  if 
ire  undertake  to  a»sert  our  ezolnsiTe  right, 
■he  will  oppose  us  b;  sssertiiiK  hers ;  and  if  the 
■f^eal  diould  be  to  foroe,  to  aeoide  between  ns 
at  present,  tbe  result  would  be  inevitable — 
the  territor;  woald  be  lost  to  as.    ludeed, 
thii  is  H>  inooot«stable,  that  no  one  has  ven- 
tnred  to  deny  it;  and  there  is  no  hazard  in 
SBsertiag  tliat  no  one  will,  who  aQdentands 
the  sobject,  and  does  not  choose  to  have  the 
BOnodiiMBof  his  judgment  queationed. 
But  it  ma;  be  asked,  Wliat  then  t    Bhall  we 
I      abandon  OUT  claim  to  the  territor; !     I  answer, 
7     Sv.    1  am  utterly  opposed  to  that ;  but  as  bad  ob 
that  wonld  b«,  it  would  not  be  as  macli  so  aa 
to  adopt    a   rash    and    precipitate    measure, 
whloh,  after  great  sacrifices,  would  finally  end  in 
,     its  lose.    But  I  am  opposed  to  both.    My  ot^ect 
,      is  to  preMrve,  and  not  to  lose,  the  territory. 
I  do  not  agree  with  my  eloquent  and  atile 
o^eague  that  it  is  woTtlileaa.    He  baa  under- 
^     rated  it,  both  aa  to  soil  and  climate.    It  con- 
tains a  vast  deal   of  land,  it  is  true,  that  is 
'     barren  and  worthless;  but  not  a  little  that  is 
highly  productive.    To  that  may  be  added  ita 
commeroiol    advantages,  which   will,  in   time, 
imive  to  be  great.    We   mnst  not  overlook 
the  important  events  to  which  I  have  allnded 
,    aa  having  recently  occarred  in    the  eastern 
portion  of  Asia.    As  great  as  they  ore^  they 
are  bat  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  a  aimilu 
charaoter,    which  must  follow  at  no  distant 
day.    What  has  taken  place  in  China,  will,  in- 
a  few  years,  be  followed  in  Japan,  and  all  the 
eastern  portions  of  that  continent.    Their  porta, 
like  the  Gbinese,  will  tie  opened ;    and  the 
Thole  of  that  large  portion  of  Asia,  contain- 
ing nearly  half  of  the  popnlatioa  and  wealth 
of  the  globe,  will  be  tbruvrn  open  to  the  com- 
merce of  tbe  world,  uid  be  plftced  within  tbe 
poles  of  European  aud  American  interoonrse  and 
civilizatioo.    A  vast  market  will  be  created, 
and  a  mighty  impulse  will  be  given  to  com- 
merce.   No  small  portion  of  the  share  that 
would  fall  to  OS  with  this  populona  and  iadus- 
trions  portion  of  tiie  globe,  b  destined  to  pass 
through  the  ports  of  the  Oregon  Territory  to  the 
valley  of  tbe  Mississippi,  instead  of  taking  the 
orcuitons  route  and  long  voyage  ronnd  Cape 
Horn;  or  tbe  still  longer,  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    It  ia  mainly  beoanse  I  place  this 
high  estimate  on  its  prospective  value,  that 
I  am  BO  Bolioitonsto  preserve  it,  and  ao  adverse 
to  this  bill,  or  any  other  precipitate  meaanre 
whioh    might    terminate    in    ita    lo«e.      If   I 
thoaght  lesa  of  lla  value,  or  if  I  reoarded  onr 
title  leas  dear,  my  oppoaition  would  be  leas 
decided. 

EaTiogQDw,  I  tmst,  satiafaotorily  ahown,  that, 
if  we  Bhonld  now  attempt  to  aaaert  and  main- 
tain oar  exdoriveii^to  the  territory,  against 


the  adverse  claini  of  Great  Britain,  she  would 
resist,  and  that  if  she  resisted,  our  attempt 
wonld  be  onsnooeaafiU,  and  the  territory  be 
lost, — the  question  presents  itsdf^  How  aball 
we  preserve  it  t 

There  is  only  one  means  by  which  it  can 
be ;  but  that,  fortunately,  is  the  most  powerftil 
of  all~liffl«.  Tim*  is  acting  for  us;  and,  if 
we  shall  have  the  wisdom  to  trust  to  its  opera- 
tion, it  will  assert  anil  muntsin  our  right  with 
resistless  force,  without  costing  a  cent  ca  money, 
or  a  drop  of  blood.  There  is  often,  in  the 
affairs  of  government,  more  efficiency  and  wis- 
dom in  non-aotioQ,  than  in  action.  All  we 
wont  to  efiect  onr  objeA  in  this  case,  is  "a 
wise  and  masterly  inactivity."  Onr  population 
ia  rolling  towards  tbe  shores  of  the  Paoiflo, 
with  an  impetus  greater  than  what  we  realize. 
It  is  one  of  those  forward  movements  which 
leaves  anticipation  Iwhiad.  In  the  period  of 
thirty-two  years  whioh  have  elaaped  since  I 
took  my  seat  in  the  other  House,  the  Indian 
frontier  has  receded  a  thousand  miles  to  the 


inoreaaing  at  the  rate  of  about  a  quarter  of 
>a  million  annaaUy;  it  is  now  not  less 
than  six  hundred  thousand ;  and  still  increas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  something  more  than  three 
per  cent,  compound  annually.  At  that  rate,  it 
will  BOOn  roach  the  yearly  increase  of  a  million. 
If  to  this  be  added,  that  the  region  west  of  Arkon* 
sas  and  tbe  State  of  Miasonri,  and  sonth  of  the 
Missouri  Kiver,  is  oocopied  by  half-civilized 
tribes,  who  have  their  lands  seonred  to  them 
by  treaty,  and  which  will  prevent  tbe  qiread 
ofpopnlationinthatdirection,andlhat  this  great 
and  mcreaaing  tide  will  be  forced  to  take  the 
comparatively  narrow  channel  to  the  north  of 
that  river  and  sonth  of  our  northern  boundary, 
some  conception  may  be  fonned  of  the 
Btrength  with  which  the  current  will  run  intliat 
direction,  and  how  soon    it  will  reach   tbe 

^m  gorges  of  the  Booky  Mouniaina.  I  say 
Eome  coDoeption;  for  I  feel  aaenred  that  the 
reaUty  will  outmn  the  antJcipation.  In  illos- 
tration,  I  will  repeat  what  I  stated  when  I 
first  addreased  the  Senate  on  this  anbject.  Aa 
wise  and  experienced  as  was  President  Monroe 
— 09  much  as  he  had  witnessed  of  the  growth 
of  our  oonntfj  in  his  time,  ao  inadequate  was 
his  conception  of  its  rapidity,  that  near  the 
doee  of  his  administration,  in  the  year  1SS4, 

roposed  to  colonize  the  Indians  of  New 

[,  and  those  north  of  the  Ohio  Biver  and 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  in  what  b  now  called 
the  Wisoonon  Territory,  under  the  impresdon 
that  it  was  a  portion  of  onr  territory  so  ro- 
mot«j  that  they  wonld  not  be  disturbed  by 
onr  increasing  population  fbr  a  long-  time  to 
— ).    It  is  now  but  18  years  sinoe;    and 

dy,  in  that  shcNt  period,  it  is  a  sreat  and 
flonrishing  territory,  ready  to  knm^  at  onr 
door  for  admission  as  one  of  the  eoverdgn 

bers  of  tbe  Union.  But  what  u  still  mora 
striking— wliat  is  really  wondflriU,  ana  almost 
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miraooloaa,  is,  that  another  territorj  (Iowa) 
■tUl  farther  west,  (berond  the  UlMisMppi,) 
bu  Bpnmg  up,  as  if  bf  magio,  and  has  slreodj 
ODtetripp«l  WisconsiD,  and  ma^  knook  for 
ftDtrance  before  she  is  prepared  to  do  so? 
Sndi  is  the  wonderAtl  growth  of  a  population, 
which  has  attained  the  nmnber  onn  has,  and 
is  ^11  jeaiif  inereaaiDg  at  the  compound  rate 
h  is;  and  audi  the  fanpetns  with  which  it  ts 
fcrdng  ita  \nj.  nrisaeMl^,  westward.  It  will 
■oon-^itr  Booner  than  aoticipat«d— resich  the 
Bock7  Monntidns^  and  be  readr  to  pour  into  the 
Oregon  Territory,  when  it  will  oome  into  our 
poMMMion  witltoot  reristanoe  or  strai^e ;  or. 
If  there  should  be  reditanee.  It  wonld  m  feeble 
and  inefilMtaaL  We  would  U«n  be  aa  mnoh 
stronger  there,  oomparatiTelr,  than  Great 
Britun,  as  Ma  u  rune  stronger  than  we  are ; 
and  it  would  then  be  at  idle  in  her  to  attempt 
to  assert  and  nuuntain  lier  exdnaive  cldm  to 
tbe  territory,  apwnrf  vt,  sa  it  would  nou  he  in 
Hi  to  attempt  it  agaiMt  A«r.  Let  ns  be  wise, 
nod  abide  our  time,  and  it  will  accomplish  all 
that  we  dedre,  with  fsr  more  certainty,  and 
with  infinitely  lesi  sacrifloe,  than  we  can  with- 
out iL 

But,  if  the  time  had  already  arriTed  for  th» 
mcoenfol  assution  of  our  right  against  any 
lesifltaDoe  whieh  might  be  made,  it  would  not, 
in  my  opinion,  be  expedient,  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  Government.  It  is  weak — 
never  more  so ;  weak  politically,  and  from  the 
state  of  the  floances.  The  former  was  so  ably 
and  eloquently  described  by  my  colleague, 
tiiat  I  hsvD  nothing  to  add  bat  a  sin^a  remark 
on  the  extraordinary  state  of  partiee  at  pres- 
VDi.  There  are  now  three  parties  in  the 
Union:  of  which  one  is  in  poesenion  of  the 
ExeontiTe  Department,  another  of  the  Legisla- 
tive, and  the  other,  jndging  by  the  recent  elec- 
tion^ of  the  country ;  which  has  so  locked  and 
Impeded  the  operationa  of  the  Government, 
that  it  is  scarcely  able  to  take  measures  neces- 
sarr  to  its  prewrvation. 

lu  tnming  tewa  this  imbedle  political  con- 
dition of  the  Government,  and  casting  my 
eyes  on  the  state  of  its  finances,  I  behold 
nothing  but  disorder  and  embarrassment; 
credit  prostMted;  a  new  debt  contracted, 
already  of  considerable  amount,  and  duly  in- 
creasing ;  expenditures  exceeding  inoc»ne ;  and 
the  prospect,  instead  of  brigbtMiing,  m>ffiDg 


which  will  be  added,  from  present  appear- 
anctit  by  the  end  of  the  year,  (if  the  appropria- 
tioDs  are  not  greatly  curtailed,  and  Uie  reve- 
nue ifflproTed,)  not  less,  probably,  than  ten 
milliona,  when  the  interest  would  be  npwards 
of  two  milUons  of  dollara  annually — a  sum 
more  than  equal  to  tiie  net  revenue  from  the 
pubUo  lands.  The  only  remaining  revenue  is 
derived  from  the  for^gn  commerce  of  the 
country;  and  on  th^  snob  heavy  duties  are 
imposed,  that  it  is  ainking  under  the  bnrden. 
The  imports  of  tiie  last  qiurter,  it  Is  eetamated, 
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will  be  less  than  nine  milliona  of  d<ficv-i 
falling  off  of  about  two-thirds,  annpind  vitt 
what  it  ought  to  be,  ancordipg  to  t£«  otbitft 
made  at  the  last  eesrion  by  thoM  i^  imfoaj 
the  hnrden.  But  aa  great  n  it  it,  tb*  tOng 
off  will,  I  understand,  be  itlll  gntfer,  bm 
present  indicaticKis,  dnring  the  prtMst  qir 
ter ;  and  yet,  in  the  faoeof  all  Unaireire^ 
propriadng  money  as  pr^bsely,  tnd  ^fttfiXSat 
schemes  of  expeooitiffes  as  tfaongfalkadf,  n  'i 
the  treasury  were  ftall  to  oveifloiffaf  Si 
great  is  the  indiKrence,  that  erco  tbtpw 
trated  condition  of  the  tieasnry  iHimIik 
attention.  It  is  scvoely  nHntioned  or  dhM 
to.  No  one  seems  to  eareany  tluBgibmit 
Not  an  inquiry  is  made,  how  As  meat  d 
supplying  the  acknowledged  defidt  to  bmI 
the  current  demands  on  the  tntaaj,  er  it 
cover  the  extraordinary  eipendilnm  irlid 
will  be  incurred  by  this  measure,  abtnld  it  tt 
adopted,  is  to  be  raised.  1  Tonld  id:  is 
advocates,  Do  you  propose  to  homw  iht  hA 
neoessary  for  its  execution  t  Oar  rn&t 
already  greatly  impured  sod  our  debt  i^ 
increadng;  and  are  yon  willing  rtilltkniKrii 
impair  the  one,  and  add  to  the  ioensRefdt 
otiiert  Do  yon  propose  to  rrise  tli«iiJ»ii- 
creasing  the  dntiesf  Can  you  hopetoilstn 
additional  revenue  from  such  iDcnaa.  ila 
the  dutlea  are  already  so  hi^  sa  noti^u 
paralyze  the  commerce,  agricuHure,  ud  afo 
try  of  the  conntry,  bat  to  dindoiiii,  ti  n 
alaTming  ext«n^  the  revenue  ftvni  this- 
portst  Are  you  prepared  tolay  adiii;a>B 
and  coffee,  and  other  free  srticHI  tit, 
speak  ouL  and  tell  your  constittieiiti  i^ 
that  such  is  your  intention;  that  moMrnfl 
be  had ;  and  that  no  other  mutm  ofre'sa 
is  left,  which  can  be  relied  on,  bet  » lu  k 
them.  It  mnst  come  to  that;  sod  betm" 
incur  the  expense,  it  is  bnt  E»ir  th»l  on  «■ 
stituents  should  know  the  conceqoeciMs. 

But  we  are  told  the  expense  will  bm>^ 
not  exceeding  one  or  two  hnndted  titra* 
dollars.  Let  ns  not  be  decrived.  l^Ht  t* 
bill  appropriates  is  but  the  entSRBg  v(^ 
Let  it  paw,  and  no  one  can  tell  irbatit» 
cost.  It  will  depend  on  droumstseMt.  ^'^ 
the  most  &vorable,  on  tiie  soppoaliM  « 
there  will  be  no  resistance  en  tb«  pot  <■ 
Great  Briton,  it  wonld  amoont  h>  wISw: 
bat  If  she  should  resist,  and  we  ahodd  ■>■' 
it  a  question  of  force,  I  hazard  uothinf  ii  ^- 
ing  it  wonld  niliject  the  country  tot*"" 
expenditnres,  and  expose  it  to  ff**^.^^ 
than  aaj  measure  which  has  everradiM" 
sanction  of  Gongreas,  ^ 

Uanyand  gr^  are  the  aetsoffolvw 
we  have  committed  in  the  mansg<n)eit<<<^ 
finances  in  the  last  fonrteen  or  fl<toM^ 
We  doubled  our  revenue  when  oar  «P*' 
tures  were  on  tiie  eve  of  beiop  niarri  * 
half  by  the  disoharve  of  the  pnWie  drtt  " 
reversed  tiiat  nA  of  folly,  »d  A"**^" 
expenditures,  when  tiie  revunas  *»'.''_  J 
oonne  of  reaniitirai  uttder  the  owpiM*'* 
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When  the  J(^t  etfocts  of  the  operation  of  the 
two  had  exfaaosted  the  treanuT,  and  leA  th« 
QoTemment  without  adequate  meana  to  meet 
cnrrent  demand^  by  an  aptitnde  in  foUj  nn- 
eiampled,  we  seleoted  that  aa  the  fit  moment 
to  divest  the  Government  of  the  revenue  from 
the  public  domain,  and  to  plaoe  the  entire 
bitrden  of  anpnorting  it  on  the  commerce  of  the 
conntry.  And  then,  ta  if  to  oonanmmate  the 
whole,  we  paaaed  an  act  at  the  close  of  the  last 
senion,  whioh  bids  fair  to  cripple  effeotnall; 
this,  onr  onl;  remaining  sonroe  of  revenne. 
And  now  w^  are  we  dcnngt  Profiting  bj 
the  disastroiu  ootueqneooea  of  paat  mla- 
managomentf  Qoito  toe  reverse;  committing, 
if  possible,  greater  and  more  daomroDS  aoU 
of  follf  than  ever.  When  the  Gavemmeut 
and  the  oonntry  are  Ijins  proatrato  hj  this 
long  seriea  of  errors  and  mismanagement; 
when  the  pabUo  credit  is  Ate^j  Impaired; 
when  the  people  and  the  StMes  are  over- 
whelmed hj  debt,  and  need  all  theb  reaonroca 
to  extricate  themaelTea  from  their  embarrasa- 
menta, — that  is  the  moment  we  select  to  bring 
forward  a  measore,  which,  on  the  most  fav<x^ 
able  supposition,  if  adopted,  cannot  &il  to  sDh> 
ject  the  Government  to  verj  heavy  erpendi- 
tnrea,  even  should  events  take  the  most  fa- 
vorable torn;  and  umj — no,  that  Is  not 
strong  enoogb — would  prob^lj  snljeot  it  to 
greater  than  it  ever  haa  heretofore  hem. 
Where  wonld  the  Govemmwt  find  reBOoroes 
to  meet  themt  Not  in  its  credit,  for  tbat 
would  b«  extinct  Not  in  the  impoet,  for  that 
is  already  overburdened.  Not  in  internal  tax- 
es; the  Indebted  condition  of  the  Sjateafor* 
bids  that.  Uoro  than  half  <^  the  States  irf  the 
Union  are  in  debt ;  many  deeply— and  seTcral 
even  beyond  their  means  of  payment.  They 
requ  ire  every  cent  of  tlia  snrplna  means  of  their 
oitt£«ns,  which  oan  be  reached  by  taxes,  to 
meet  th^  own  debts.  Under  such  a  atato  of 
thinfp,  this  Government  could  not  impoee 
internal  taxes  to  any  considerable  amoont, 
without  bankrupting  the  indebted  States  or 
cmahiDg  th^  citizens.  What  wonld  follow, 
sLould  tbls  Government  be  compelled,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  measara,  to  reeort  to  such 
taxea,  I  shall  not  nndertake  to  trace.  Snffloe 
it  to  say,  that  all  preoediog  disasters,  as  groat 
BB  they  are^  which  followed  the  preceding 
acts  of  folly,  wonld  be  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  overwhelming  calamities  which  would 
follow  this.  Oar  system  might  sink  under  the 
shock. 

If,  Senaton,  you  would  hearken  to  the  vc^ 
of  one  who  has  some  experience,  and  no  other 
desire  but  to  see  the  coontry  free  and  inw- 
perous,  I  would  *aj,  Direct  your  eyee  to  tite 
finances.  There,  at  present,  the  danger  Ilea, 
Restore,  without  delay,  the  eqnilibnmn  be> 
tween  revenue  and  expenditure^  wUob  haa 
done  so  mndh  to  destroy  our  orMU,  utd  de- 
range the  whole  fkbric  of  the  Govermnoit  If 
that  should  not  be  done,  the  Government  and 
country  will  ha  ioTcdvM,  «r«  loog,  In  ovw- 
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whelming  difflcnltias.  Oharish  the  revenue 
tnm  the  lands  and  the  imports.  They  are 
our  legitimate  aonrces  of  revenne.  When  the 
period  airives— «ome  when  it  may — that  this 
Govemmwt  will  be  compelled  to  resort  to  in- 
ternal taxes  for  its  support  in  time  of  peace.  It 
will  mark  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  danger- 
oni  stages  through  which  it  is  destined  to  pasa. 
If  it  aboidd  be  a  period  like  the  present — when 
the  Btotea  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  need  all  their 
hUemal  reaoorms  to  meet  thdr  own  engagft- 
meota— it  may  prove  fUal ;  and  yet  it  would 
seem  as  if  ^stwnatie  effiivts  are,  and  have 
beeo,  making  for  some  time,  to  brhig  it  about 
at  tbiia  oritinu  and  dai^cenxia  period.  To  this, 
all  our  flnandol  meaaores  tend, — the  giving 
away  Uie  pnUio  lands;  the  crwing  m  the 
caatoms  by  Ugh  protective^  and,  in  many  in- 
atasees^  prohibit)^  dnliea;  the  adoption  of 
haaardou  and  ■  expoislve  measures  of  p^dioy 
like  the  preeeat ;  and  the  oteotion  of  a  public 
debt,  witnont  an  efibrt  to  reduce  the  eniendl- 
tnrea.  How  it  la  all  to  end,  time  only  can 
disoloee. 

But,  if  onr  flnanoea  were  In  ever  so  fiomlsh* 
ing  a  state ;  if  the  pcditdoal  condition  of  the 
oountiT  were  asstrongaaitoonldbeiDadebyan 
adminiirtratioa  iton^gat  tbeheod  <^a  power> 
fill  dominant  party ;  lud  if  onr  population  had 
reached  the  point  where  we  coold  snocegefully 
aasot  and  m^ntain  onr  <0«iin  againat  tfae 
adveraa  claim  of  Greet  BritaiD,  there  would 
still  remain  a  decisive  oljeetion  to  this  bilL 
The  mode  in  whkh  it  proposes  to  do  it  la 
indefbcoible.  If  we  are  diqilessed  with  the 
exteting  arrsngement,  which  leaves  the  terri- 
tory free  and  open  to  the  citixena  and  subjects 
of  the  two  coantriea;  if  we  ara  of  the  opmion 
it  operotee  practically  to  onr  dlsadvantue,  or 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  ongLt  to 
assot  and  carry  into  effect  onr  eloim  of  exclu- 
rive  sovereign^  over  the  territory,  the  trea^ 
provides  expresely  tar  the  caae.  It  anthoriiea 
elthn'  party,  by  giving  a  year'a  notice,  to  ter- 
minate ita  exiataaoa  whenever  it  pleuesi  and 
wititont  giving  reoMms.  Why  haa  not  this  bill 
cooformed  to  thia  expreaa  and  plain  providont 
Why  shoold  It  nndutake  to  assert  onr  exdo- 
rive  ownership  to  the  whole  twritory,  la 
direct  violation  cf  the  tivaty}  Why  should 
it,  with  what  we  all  believe  to  be  a  good  title 
on  onr  part,  involve  the  eonntry  in  a  ocmtro- 
veisy  ^ont  the  violation  of  the  treMy,  la 
whioh  a  large  portion  (if  not  a  mj^ority)  of  the 
body  believe  that  we  wonld  be  in  the  wrong, 
when  the  treaty  Itaelf  might  so  eaidly,  and  fit 
so  short  a  time,  be  terminated  by  onr  own  aefc 
and  tbe  charge  of  ita  violation  be  avotdedl 
Oan  any  satlmetory  reason  be  given  to  theae 
qoeatioiuil  I  adc  the  antbor  of  the  meeenre, 
and  its  warm  advocates,  for  on  answer.  None 
has  been  given  yet;  and  none,  I  Tentare  to  aft- 
sert,  will  be  ottMnpted.  I  can  Imagine  Imt 
one  answer  that  can  be  given—that  Acre  are 
tbooe  who  will  vote  fbr  the  biO,  that  wonld 
:  not  vote  to  ^ve  notioey  imder  tke  delndve 
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hope  that  ««  nuj  usert  our  eicIoMrfl  owiwr- 
«hip,  and  take  poseesMtm,  withont  Tiolating  the 
trea^,  or  endangering  the  peace  of  the  oonn- 
ti7.  Their  aim  ia,  to  have  all  the  benefit  of 
the  treaty,  without  tteing  eat^ect  to  its  re- 
gtriotiona ;  an  aim  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
otAj  object  of  the  treaty — to  preTent  conflict 
between  the  two  oonntrieB,  oj  keeping  the 
qnestioa  of  ownerabip  or  BOTeraignty  in 
abejaooe  till  the  question  of  boundary  can  be 
settled.  That  such  ia  the  object,  appears  to  be 
admitted  by  all,  except  the  Senator  fh>m  New 
Hampahire,  (Hr.  Voodbdbt,)  whoee  argnment, 
I  mnst  807,  vitb  all  deference  for  him,  was,  on 
tiiat  point,  verf  nnsali^Botory.  The  other  ad- 
TOoatea  of  the  Ull,  aooordloeJy,  admit  that  a 
grant  of  lands  to  emigrants  settling  in  the 
territ<v7,  to  take  ^Mt  inuHtdiaUl]/,  would 
be  a  violation,  of  the  treaty;  but  contend 
that  a  promise  to  grant  hereiiler  wotdd  not 
be.  The  diatinotion  is,  no  donbt,  eatisfao- 
tory  to  those  who  make  it;  but  bow  can  thej 
ntionall;  expect  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
BritiGih  Oovernment,  when  to  iazga  a  portion 
of  the  Benate  believe  that  there  ia  no  distinc- 
tion between  a  graat  and  a  promue  to  grant 
iandi,  as  it  relates  to  the  treaty,  and  hold  one 
to  be  at  much  a  violation  of  it  as  the  other? 
We  DUf  be  aaanred  that  the  British  Govem- 
ment  will  look  to  the  intention  of  the  bill; 
and,  in  doing  so,  will  see  that  its  object  is  to  as- 
sert our  erclnBiTe  claim  of  sovereignty  over  the 
entire  territory  ag^st  their  adverse  claim,  and 
will  shape  their  conrae  aooordingly.  Oar  nice 
distinction  between  actnal  grants  and  the 
promise  to  grant  will  not  be  noticed.  They 
wiU  eee  it  in  the  sabversion  of  the  object  for 
which  the  treaty  was  formed,  and  take  their 
measures  to  connteraot  it.  The  resnlt  will  be. 
that,  instead  of  guning  the  advantage  aimed 
at,  we  shall  not  only  lose  tiie  advantage  of  the 
treaty,  bnt  be  involved  in  the  serioos  ^arge  of 
having  violated  its  provisicKis. 

I  am  not,  however,  of  opinion  that  Oreat 
Britain  would  declare  war  oninat  ns.  If  I 
nistake  not,  she  is  nnder  the  curection,  at  this 
time,  of  those  who  are  too  sagaaiooB  and  pra- 
dent  to  take  that  coarse.  She  would  probably 
consider  the  treaty  at  an  end,  and  take  posees- 
rion  adverse  to  ns,  if  not  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory, at  least  to  the  Columbia  Biver.  She 
would,  at  the  uune  time,  take  oare  to  oommaud 
that  river  by  a  strong  fortification,  manned  by 
a  reapectable  garrison,  and  leave  it  to  ns  to 
decide  whether  we  shall  acquiesce,  or  neffoti- 
ote,  or  attempt  to  dislodge  her.  To  acquieeoe 
nnder  such  oircumstanoeB,  would  be  a  virtual 
earrender  of  the  territory ;  to  negotiate  with 
adverse  and  forcible  possession  against  us, 
would  be  almost  as  hopeless;  and  to  dislodge 
her  at  preaent,  woold,  «>  has  been  shown,  be 
impracticable. 

Suoh,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  probable 
result,  should  this  bill  be  passed.    It  would 

Cia  a^  in  every  raspeet,  in  a  situation  for 
eligible  than  at  preienL    The  occnpation 
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of  ^tiah  anl^eets  in  the  territary,  h  tUcgt 
now  stand,  ia  by  permiidoii,  under  po^ie 
treaty  atipnlatton,  and  cannot  rlptn  isto  iMt, 
as  it  waa  sappoaed  it  would  by  Um  giuM 
from  Itlinios.  (Iti.  UoBonnn.) 

Bnt  if  thor  occnputey  was  idTene,  (n  it 
would  be^  ehodld  this  tnMBore  be  aioptad,)  iM 
Great  Bntun  should  resist,  tben  Us  mrma 
would  be  sound,  and  have  great  force.  InilM 
case,  the  neoeasily  ot  taking  tonw  itain 
step,  on  onr  part,  to  secure  our  ri^tf)  mM 
be  imperious.  Belay  would  tbea,  indtcd,  k 
dangerous.  Bnt  as  it  is,  no  lenith  ol  tine  w 
oonier  a  title  against  us;  and  )t  it  thtt,M- 
ridering  what  advantage  Great  Bntmi  Im  om 
ns  at  present,  either  to  take  or  baU  pow» 
don,  which  onght  to  give  to  the  tna^  jM 
value  in  our  cstimatkNi.  It  is  a  wiH  miM 
to  let  well-enough  alona  We  can  do  M»» 
present  to  better  otir  condition.  Efn  tk 
occupation  and  improrement  by  BritiA  ak- 
ject^  against  which  so  mnch  has  btea  ■< 
will,  in  the  end,  if  we  act  wisely,  b«i»b^ 
vantage.  Keither  can  give  any  el^  ifwi, 
us  when  the  time  cornea  to  assert  oar  r^ 
if  we  abide  faithfollr  by  the  tKUj.  oti 
are  bnt  preparing  the  coonby  for  oor  nof- 
tion ;  and  Aonld  tfacor  impnmnents  ud  n^ 
tivation  be  extended,  it  wonld  ody  <s(U' » 
to  take  poasenion  with  more  ease  if  it  Md 
ever  become  necessary  to  assnt  «o  imij 
force;  which  I  do  not  think  protaU^ifo 
shall  have  the  wisdom  to  avrnd  haitjallK- 
cipitate  action,  and  leavo  the  qnerikaWIki 
certain  operation  of  timft. 

Inooudnsion,  I  might  appeal  totbeate' 
ity  of  the  preceding  admhiMntSou  frgaUU 
to  the  present  time,  in  aoppoit  ol  Iha  ntnl 
liave  token,  On  what  other  sappootiH  <■ 
it  be  explained,  that  the  adminiatislioD  rf  i^ 
Uonroe  should  assent  to  the  tnaty  <l  tW 
year,  which  left  the  territory  tqicn  ulift* 
the  citiEcna  and  subjects  of  the  two  aw* 
for  the  period  of  ten  years!  Or  thil  cf  lb 
Adams  should  revive  it,  with  the  pmiaa 
Uiat  uther  might  terminate  it  I?  giTOf  w 
year's  notice!  Or,  still  more  itafia^^ 
how  can  it  be  explained,  that  witb  tbi)  n^ 
of  terminating  lie  treaty,  the  idMioianM 
of  Qenerol  Jackson,  and  that  of  hii  bomsM. 
should,  for  the  period  of  twelve  yesa  *^ 
esce  in  it,  but  on  the  oonvioticn  it  »  * 
best  arrangement  which  conU  be  mi^  * 
that  wiy  change  or  movement  on  w  ^ 
woold  but  render  our  utnation  wom  oMi 
of  better,  in  relation  to  the  temtonf  -^ 
cannot  be  said  that  the  presHit  is  *  m"'*' 
Torable  period  to  assert  onr  eidnart  t* 
than  dnrmg  mther  of  the  preoeduu  admitiO 
tions.  The  reverse  is  the  fact.  It  i^  ta  «"? 
view,  ftr  less  &vorsble  than  mlher,  tsd  ^ 
oiaUy  than  thatrf  General  Jackson,  «!>(■» 
treasury  was  overflowing,  and  tb«besd<«»| 
adnuniatration  poaseesed  greater  iaflnawi^ 
power  than  any  othM  Chief  Mwi**  *■ 
over  pcended  over  the  eoontry.    tUt,  iitw 
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was  tfae  time  to  aBsert  our  ezdnrivB  owner- 
ship; partionkrlj  M  ttioee  ytho  ore  «>  earn- 
estly presdoff  it  on  the  Gorenunent  were  then 
ia  power,  and  wonid  have  been  respcuiBible  for 
its  esecatjon.  How  ia  it  to  be  expluned,  that 
thej  were  then  bo  passive,  and  are  now  eo 
nrsent  for  the  paaaage  of  this  bill  t 

Entertaining  those  views,  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  th>m  Virginia  (Mr.  Abchkb) 
will  prevail,  and  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Cominittee  on  Foreign  Bel adona.  Theanbjeot  ia 
aoe  of  great  importance  and  delicacy,  and  onght 
to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  appropriate  or- 
jaa»  of  the  body.  Should  it  be  rderred,  I  tniet 
the  committee  will  report  amendmenta  to  attilce 
Mt  all  the  proviuons  of  the  bill  which,  by  any 
reasonable  uit«rpretation,  might  be  regarded  to 
be  in  confltot  with  the  atipol^oDs  of  the  treaty 
iMtween  the  two  oonntriea,  or  wfaioh  mi^t  in- 
3ur  any  conaiderable  expense  in  the  preaent 
jxhsnsted  oouditiMi  of  the  treaanry.  Aa  at 
preaent  advised,  I  am  not  Indisposed  to  the  pro- 
rision,  if  properly  gnarded,  which  propoeea  to 
tztend  oar  jurisdiction  over  oor  cibzena  in  the 
:«rritory.  It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  carried 
iartUer  tlian  the  provisiooa  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
nent  of  1821.  I  am  opposed  to  holding  out 
;«iQptation  to  oar  citizens  to  emigrate  to  a  re- 
gion where  we  cannot,  at  present,  protect  them; 
Dut  if  there  be  any  who  may  choose  to  emigrate. 


[tersonally  the  benefit  of  onr  Jnnsdiotion  and 

I  have  now  said  what  I  intended  in  re&renoe 
to  this  bill ;  and  shall  condode  by  no^cing 
lome  remarka  which  fell  from  the  Senator  from 
Vfissonri  (Mr.  Lms)  who  iatrodnced  it.  When 
le  first  addrened  the  Senate,  in  reply  to  mj 
urmer  remarks,  he  spoke  a  good  deal  about 
>ppaMtion  and  iqjnatice  to  the  West,  and  refer- 
■eu  to  some  of  the  acts  of  the  Government  nt 
m  early  date,  which  he  supposed  partook  of 
,hat  character,  I  do  not  suppose  that  he  in- 
«Dded  it ;  but  his  remarka  were  oalcnlated  to 
□ake  the  impression  (token  in  coimection  witii 
iie  time  and  sabjeot)  that  he  regarded  the  op- 
lositlon  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  originating 
n  oniHendly  feelings  to  the  West  But  if  he 
<o  regards  it,  and  if  he  intended  to  apply  his 
roniarkB  to  me,  I  would  i^peal  to  my  acta  to 
repel  tlte  nnjnst  imputation. 

[Here  Hr.  litm  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
ittrlbuUng  to  Ur.  Oaieouk  hostile  or  unkind 
'eeliuga  to  the  West] 

Ur.  OALnoim.  I  am  happy  to  hear  the  dis- 
■laimer  of  the  Senator,  I  ^t  assured  he  conid 
jot  have  intended  to  do  me  so  much  iAJastice 
IS  to  attribute  to  me  the  slightest  hostility  to 
;he  West.  No  one  knows  better  than  he  does 
jiat  my  opposition  to  the  bill  oridnatea  In 
public  oonsideratioDs,  free  from  all  local  feei- 
ng, and  that  my  general  views  of  policy  have 
aver  been  frieodly,  and  even  liberal,  towards 
:be  West ;  but  as  there  are  others  not  so  &mil- 
AT  with  my  conrse  in  roference  to  that  great 


and  growing  section,  I  deem  it  proper  to  avail 
myself  of  the  opportonlty  briefly  to  allnde  to  it^ 
in  order  to  repel  any  improper  impntadon 
which  may  be  attempted  to  be  attributed  to 
me,  from  any  quarter,  on  accoont  of  my  course 
on  the  present  occasion. 

I  go  back  to  the  time  when  I  was  -at  the 
head  of  the  War  Department  At  thU  eariy 
period  I  turned  my  atl«ntioa  partionlariy  to  the 
mterest  of  the  West.  I  saw  that  it  required  in- 
oreaaed  seonrity  to  its  long  line  of  frontier,  and 
greator  fadlity  for  carrying  on  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes  iu  ibat  qaarter,  and  to  enable  it 
to  develop  its  reeonrceg — eq»ecidly  thatof  ita  tax 
trade.  To  g^ve  tbe  requtred  seonrity,  I  ordered 
a  moeh  larger  pwtion  of  the  arm  J  to  that  froa* 
tier ;  and  to  td^xd  fteUlty  and  proteetim  fbr 
carrying  on  the  ftir  trade,  the  military  poato 
wtxB  moved  mnoh  hif^ier  up  the  Uiarisdppl  and 
Uissoori  Riven.  Under  the  increased  security 
and  Eadli^  which  these  meaanrea  afiWed,  the 
fur  trade  received  a  great  impulse.  It  extended 
aoroaa  tfae  oontlBent,  in  a  short  time,  to  the 
Padfic,  and  Dorth  and  south  to  the  British  and 
the  Hexioan  frontiers ;  yielding  Sd  a  few  years, 


I  stopped  not  there.  I  saw  that  Individual  en- 
terpriae  on  onr  part,  however  great,  oonld  not 
suocessftilly  compete  with  the  powerful  incorpo- 
rated Oanadian  and  Hudson  B^  OcHnpaniee^ 
and  that  odditioDal  meaanrea  were  necessary  to 
aeonre  permanently  onr  fur  trade.  For  that 
puipose,  I  pfimMed  to  establish  a  post  still 
iiigber  np  llie  Hiaaonri,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Teltow  Btone  Biv«r, and  togive  ench  nnttr  and 
effldanoy  to  onr  interoonrse  and  trade  wiui  the 
Indian  tribes  between  onr  Western  frontier  and 
the  Pacifio  Ocean,  as  would  enable  oar  citiiens 
engaged  in  the  fbr  trade  to  compete  snoceesMIy 
with  the  British  traders.  Hod  the  raeasaree 
proposed  been  adopted,  we  woald  not  now  have 
to  listen  to  the  oompliunt,  so  frequently  uttered 
in  this  discussion,  of  the  loss  of  tnat  trade. 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  might  appeal  to  a  meas- 
ure more  recent,  and  still  more  strongly  ilhia- 
trative  of  the  liberal  fbelings  which  have  ever 
infinenoed  ma,  whenever  the  interest  of  the 
Wect  was  conoemed.  I  refer  to  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  tin  portion  of  the  public  domun  lying 
within  the  new  States,  which  I  introduced, 
some  time  since.  It  b  true,  indeed,  that  I 
looked  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union  in 
introdudng  that  measure ;  but  it  is  not  the  less 
so  that  it  would,  if  it  ehocld  become  a  law, 
more  especially  benefit  the  West.  In  doing  that, 
I  exposed  myself  in  my  own  section,  to  the 
impntetionof  seeking  the  friendship  of  the  West 
— as  I  do,  on  this  occasion,  to  that  of  hostility 
towards  that  great  and  growing  section.  As 
the  hazard  of  tlie  former  oonld  not  deter  me 
from  doing  my  duty  then,  so  that  of  the  latter 
cannot  from  doing  my  duty  now,  The  same 
sense  of  dnty  whioh  on  that  occasion  impelled 
me  to  sopport  a  measure  in  which  the  Weat 
was  peonWly  intemtad,  at  the  hazard  cf  in* 
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faiterert  of  the  whole, — impcte  me  on  this 
ROD  to  oppoM  tbis  meuive,  at  the  huard  ot 
diroleanng  the  West,  becaiiM  I  believe,  in  so 
doing,  I  not  only  promote  the  interest  of  tbtt 
tFoion  genercllj,  bnt  thftt  of  tiie  Weet  eq>«- 
ainllj. 

Mr.  HmrmfffTOH  mid  he  bad  examined  tka 
bill  with  a  linoera  deiirs  to  give  it  his  Bnppwt ; 
but  he  felt  constrained  to  ear,  ^^ter  a  earafbl 
examination  of  the  traatf  of  1  SI  8,  that  he  feared 


H  h«  who  went  fiwUMrt  In  m^taininff  the 
ril^ta  of  thii  ooonby,  and  anwting  oor  olidinto 
the  Oregtat  Tn^toir,  and  in  paadng  all  neoea- 
•arrlawi  within  the  limits  of  the  Jnatpowen  of 
this  QoTeniment ;  ba^  while  he  wbb  for  hw- 
t^ning  those  righto,  he  was  also  for  preeerving 
all  tike  covenants  entered  into  by  this  Govem- 
tnentwith  k  fordaa  power.  The  onlyqaea- 
tlotis  to  which  he  oeaind  to  direct  thtir  attaa- 
tion  were,  first,  m  to  whether  this  UU  did  or 
did  not  interfere  with  the  stlpnlataona  of  the 
oonventioDof  1S18.  Vh»  this  qnesUoa  was 
Mtlsbctorilj  settled,  the  onlj  remaining  qnee- 
tlon  woold  be.  Was  It  expedient  to  pass  the 
bill  t  In  order  to  aaoert^  whether  the  bill 
would  ucmfliot  with  the  stipulations  of  that  ooD- 
rentloB,  it  would  l>e  neceMary  to  examine  not 
only  the  phraseology,  but  the  spirit  aiid  object 
of  the  convention.  By  the  terms  of  the  con- 
Tentlon,  it  was  agreed  that  the  conatry,  to- 
gether with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
ahoold  be  free  and  open,  for  Uie  space  of  ten 
years,  to  the  veeeels,  snlijeots,  and  citizens  of 
the  two  powers.  Whether  the  terms  "freeand 
open  "  were — as  the  Senator  from  New  Uamp- 
ahlre  sopposed — to  be  ooofined  t4)  the  sense  of 
a  mere  trading  establishment,  leaving  both 
parties  free  to  assert  their  right  to  eierdae 
Jnrisdiction  otw  the  territory ;  whether  it 
were  a  mere  commercial  treaty  or  (as  was  »np- 
poeed  by  other  gentlemen)  it  were  enable  of 
a  more  extended  coiiBtmction,  ^ving  the  rights 
of  national  ocoapancy  to  the  sat^eots  of  each 
Batim ; — in  either  point  of  view,  the  aarae 
resnlt  wonld  follow — viz :  that  neither  Govern- 
ment had  the  right  to  intorfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  citicrais  of  the  other.  He  was  now 
■peaking  of  the  prindple  involved  in  the  wordx 
<ff  the  o<»veati<m ;  uia  that  was  clearly  that,  if 
this  Qovemment  exerdae  the  right  of  granting 
titles  to  any  portion  of  &a  dispnt«d  territory, 
it  amonnted  to  an  exeroisa  ot  sovereignty  and 
Jnriadiotion,  which  mi^t  conflict  with  the  ft«e- 
oom  and  openneaa  provided  for  ^  the  treaty. 
K  was  theliigbest  aseertiu)  of  right  that  conld 
poaribly  bo  inade,  and  woold  most  andonbtedly 
werate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  other  con- 
™ting  party.  What  was  the  prindpol  o^eot 
«  the  treaty  t  It  was  to  prevent  the  oocnr- 
iwwe  of  qnanela  and  dissen^ons  between  the 
PMltefc  withtheknowledgeofthisfhctoonld 
anr  Beoator  doubt  that  the  d<dgn  was,  that  no 


grants  of  land  dioold  be  made  bj  atlia|«tTl 
Wonld  H  not  serve  to  create  those  Ter^i^nta 
and  diffionlties  whidi  tiie  ctrnviUiaBraB- 
tended  to  avert  t 

There  was  not  mn^  analogs  betvtti  tin 
ease  and  Uie  caae  stated  by  the  Saukr  im 
New  Hampehire-^>f  a  treaty  of  eoawmW 
tween  this  oonntry  and  Biuaa, )?  wliidi  ii 
pert  of  Ardtangel  ahoold  be  free  isiama 
YesBsli.  Ibis  bill  provided  ciprearir  tk  ■; 
portaoB  of  the  temtiny  nu^t  be  mk^U  )^ 
settlers  (migrating  froto  tUseontiy,  Mdis 
a  good  tWe  ahoold  begivoi  to  tbcB;iiiil 
was  the  higheat  act  of  sovereigntr. 

It  bad  been  ataled  that  this  billpmoHJa 
doBOthiag  more  than  Great  Britaialidilndi 
done ;  bat  if  be  bad  rightly  nDdcnbnl  ii 
purport  of  the  ccmimanicatioD  iriaik  vit  id 
to  Qm  Senate  yesterday,  they  w<n  idbmJ  ^ 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  Ntiih  Goia 
ment  had  expressly  disavowed  the  wH^d 
any  gnnts.  He  waa  not  gdng  to  injU 
&eat  Britmn— who  grafted  at  erayadtaif 
—would  be  very  wlUing  that  tbi*  teiiui 
ahoold  be  settled  l^  her  own  sol^ecta;  bai 
thev  were  to  believe  the  aBBertioo  of  kriM^ 
ited  agent  in  this  caaa,  she  lad  dost  hcz 
wbioh  eonld  interltoe  with  the  >tip«kti«  ^ 
the  convention ;  and  yet  it  was  pniMnd  T 
this  hill  to  exerdse  the  hif^est  set  (d  m 
eignty  that  ooold  be  exercisad  by  anj  Q"^ 
moaL  Was  he  not  rigfat,  then,  in  Mjif  u 
the  bill  wonld  conflict  with  the  «■««»' 
Gmtlemen  wonld  ask.  Did  they  bmsiiU^ 
themselvee  to  be  entirely  dL^poaaecMd^B! 
Hndson  Bay  Company  1  Ko  soch  thiu  « 
wonld  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  would  ba  n^^ 
pot  an  end  to  their  eDnoaofameate;  ta  m 
wonld  do  it  in  a  way  irhiob  the  ceonMa 


this  oonrse,  than  to  render  thei 
to  the  impntation  trfhAving  acted  in  NSbi* 
li<Hi  of  onr  s(demo  engagaineats.  , 

Mr.  HoDnrni  next  obtained  th«BMt> 
remarked  that  he  had  been  relndanl  tif 
into  this  discnasion ;  and  oert^j  jMJi* 
have  risen  to  take  part  in  it,  had  it  DotBM" 
to  him  that  there  were  other  {jrcaw:  <^ 
thoee  yet  advanced,  which  wonld  utflBSM^ 
h)  oppooing  the  passage  <tf  this  tnJL  lu~ 
iectaona  he  had  to  it  seemed  t«luuli>H^ 
greater  roaffnitnde  than  conld  ■tthitUe'" 
be  diamsaed.  He  wonld  tberefoce  t^jf  - 
dnlgence  of  the  Senate  in  raoving  an  mjm> 

At  Mr.  KiHo's  Boggestion,  the  farllw  • 
sideration  of  the  tail  was  poUfOaeiai* 
morrow  morning.  .. 

The  motion  to  adjonm  having  bew  •* 
drawTL  .^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kure,  the  Seasto**^ 
executive  session ;  and  iiter  SOM  tuM  9* 
therein,  a^joorned. 
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Wkdrksiut,  Jwarxtxj  25. 

Th«  Oregon  TstTitartf. 

The  bill  for  Uie  oconpatioD  and  MtUunent  of 

tlie  Oregon  Territoir  then  oame  op  on  ibi  pu- 

asM,  aa  tiie  nnfinished  bnsineM  of  yesterdn'. 

Ur.  MoDDFm  roae  u)d  addre«Md  the  Ben- 
ate.    A  wiae  and  prndent  man,  (aiud  Ifr.  Ho- 
I>^)  in  axtj  <^the  varioiu  departmenta  of  human 
iffiuri,  wgdld  be  verj  ralaotant  to  BDowe  in 
taj  entorpriao,  however  tboron^jr  ■a&fied  of 
his  rigbt  to  do  B(k  nntU  be  ebonU  have  veil 
eonsidered,  first,  the  uipropriale  time  fbr  Ite 
commencement  i  seoondlr,  uie  meana  br  vhidi 
it  was  to  be  aooompliahe^  and  iti  probable  coat ; 
ud  fioftllr,  the  benefita  whloh  irere  nltimatelj 
to  result  from  its  accomplishment.    And  be 
most  be  permitted  to  saj,  if  the  vorthj  Sena- 
tor ttom  Missouri,  who  had,  with  ao  maob  teal 
'    and  abi1it7,  presented  tbis  bill  to  the  oonsid- 
I    eration  of  the  Senate,  bad  violated  anr  of  the 
muims  of  sound  pollcj,  (as  be  hambly  con- 
'    ceived  be  had,)  it  bod  arisen  fWim  the  oircnm- 
sttmce  of  total!?  overloolcing  the  coneiderationa 
to  which  be  bod  Jtut  allcded.    All  those  Bena- 
tors  who  had  engaged  In  this  diwosnon,  seemed 
}    to  have  limited  their  InvestigationB  to  what  he 
--    waa  compelled  to  regard  sa  the  most  nnimpor- 
tant  of  all  the  qnestions  wbiob  ibis  meaanre  in- 
.    Totres.    The?  had  confined  tbemselres  to  tbe 
-    mere  abstract  question  of  tbe  rigbt  of  dtle. 
;    Ther  had  argued  the  question  as  if  tbe  Senate 
of  the  United  States  was  tbe  tribunal  which 
waa  to  a^nst  and  determine  tbe  qne&tion  of  the 
,    validitj  of  tbe  English  or  the  American  titie ; 
and  as  if  this  was  the  only  qaeetion  to  be  de- 
termined.   He  believed  no  Senator,  who  had 
taken  part  in  this  discussion,  had  expressed  the 
slightest  doubt  as  to  the  validity  of  the  tjtle  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Orevon. 
He  bad  investigated  the  subject  aa  folly  and  a> 
tboronshly  as  the  documentary  evidence  to 
which  be  had  been  able  to  obttun  acoeaa  had 
enabled  him  to  do;  and,  with  these  lights  be- 
fore him,  be  waa  free  to  declare  that  he  regard- 
ed tbe  title  of  tbe  United  States  at  least  as  far 
north  as  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  as 
one  of  the  dearest  titles  that  was  ever  the  sub- 
ject of  national  controversy.    But,  at  the  aune 
time  that  be  made  this  declaration,  be  would 
be  very  sorry  to  aBsome  tbe  responsibility  of 

Edpitating  the  nation  into  any  measure,  upon 
own  Judgment,  or  the  judgment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, npou  qnestions  which  it  did  not  belong  to 
either  to  determine.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
have  foi^tten  tbat  there  were  two  parties  in- 
terested in  this  question ;  and  that,  however 
clear  onr  title  might  appear  to  ns,  theirs  might 
appear  equally  clear  to  tbe  other  party.  Here 
was  a  case  of  joint  occnpaocj,  and  an  existing 
qoestton  as  to  title.  Tbe  Senate  bad  seemed, 
tliroagbout  tbe  whole  discnssion,  to  assume 
that  oora  waa  the  true  title,  and  were  proceed- 
ing upon  that  aasomption ;  althongh  the  Brit- 
ish, at  tlie  same  time,  claimed  that  theirs  waa 
the  tme  title.  By  whom  were  these  OMifllot- 
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ing  claims  to  be  settled  t  By  (me  of  the  inter- 
ested parties  ?    Certainly  not. 

A  few  words  on  the  enlfjeot  of  tbe  conven- 
tion of  1618,  which  bad  b^n  indefinitely  pro- 
longed by  tbat  of  1827.  He  concurred  perfects 
Iv  with  those  Senators  who  bad  muntained 
that  tbe  provision  of  this  act,  which  granted, 
or  atipnlated  to  grant,  allodial  titles,  or  titles  in 
fbe  alninle,  to  oil  those  cttazens  of  tbia  ooontrj, 
who  might  emigrate  to  that  territory,  waa  a 
palp^e  violation  of  tbe  conventioQ.  It  waa 
in  vain  t«  disguise  tbe  fac^  wbAtever  might  be 
determined  in  regard  to  thia  matter.  They 
were  abont  to  take  possession  of  the  territory, 
to  estabUsh  a  Ime  of  American  forts,  and,  by  ^1 
the  means  and  appliances  of  war,  to  defrad  tbat 

Cisession.  They  were  about  to  invite  the  cit- 
ns  of  this  oonntry  to  go  there — not  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  tbe  fur  trade ;  not  to  do 
tbat  which  was  consistent  with  a  Joint  occu- 
pancy by  tbe  two  parties  to  tiie  convention', 
but  to  estabUsh  a  permanent  settlement.  The 
British  Government  and  tbe  British  nation, 
however  we  might  disguise  the  fkcta  in  onr  ar- 
gnments  here,  could  not  be  so  blind  as  not  to 
perceive  "  ..>>■.- 
He  beg.  . 

who  took  so  deep  an  interest  In  tbe  fate  of  tbia 
bill,  what  was  the  ezlatlng  emergen^  which 
called  upon  tbe  United  States  to  tue  this  step! 
Tbe  question,  for  the  last  twenty-four  yesr^ 
had  been  allowed  to  slnmber,  while  we  were  in 
tbe  midst  of  the  greatest  national  prosperity, 
with  a  treasury  so  abundantij  supplied  that  tbe 
wit  and  ingenuity  of  man  could  not  find  out  a 
le^timate  mode  of  disencumbering  It  of  its  an- 
perabundant  treasure.  He  callea  upon  Sena- 
tors to  state  what  was  tbe  existing  emergener, 
which  demanded,  now,  that  a  measure  of  this 
kind  should  be  adopted.  Why  was  It  that  they 
were  invoked  at  this  moment — and,  be  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  this  tnanspicions  moment — to 
enter  into  a  measnre  of  this  kind  !  Why  bad 
it  not  been  done  twenty  years  ago,  or  at  some 
Bubseqnent  period  prior  to  tbe  present!  He 
was  decidedly  averse  to  embark  in  it  now. 
What  waa  the  condition  of  onr  af^rs  in  rela- 
tion to  England  ?  Had  they  already  forgotten 
that  only  the  otlier  day  a  momentona  treaty 
had  been  concluded  with  England,  concerning 
one  of  the  most  embarrassing  difflonltiee  that 
bad  arisen  dnce  tbe  termination  of  the  late 
warf  He  would  ask,  how,  and  at  whose  tn> 
stance,  was  that  adjustment  made!  Jt  waa 
made  at  tbe  inatance  of  that  nation,  oonceming 
whose  grasping  amlntion,  so  mach  had  been 
eaii  by  gentlemen  on  this  fioor.  Was  it  ber 
smbition,  her  love  of  oonqneat,  and  desire  of 
tbe  acquisition  of  territory,  Uiat  indaoed  Eng- 
land to  send  to  na  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  m 
the  form  of  an  eztraordhiar?  miarion  I  Great 
Britain  volnntarijy  moved  in  this  matter,  and 
tendered  to  us  the  olive  branch  of  peace ;  and 
be  thanked  God  that  our  Government  accepted 
it  in  the  sidrit  in  which  it  wan  ezt«nded  to  no. 
He  was  not  diqtoeed  to  find  ftnlt  vrith  Uie  re- 
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•nit  of  those  negotiatioiia,  even  ]t  they  had  con- 
ceded modi  mora  territorf  than  was  conceded, 
lutd  it  been  done  with  the  consent  of  the  State 
immediately  IntArested,  and  consisteatly  with 
tho  honor  of  the  cocntrj.  He  would  rather 
that  peace  should  be  made  on  almost  anj  terms, 
than  to  go  to  war.  The  m&tter  had  been  ad- 
justed ;  and  lie  mnst  be  permitted  to  eaj,  tLat 
Kir  the  adlaabnent  of  this  qneslion,  if  for  noth- 
ine  elae,  tue  people  of  the  united  States  owed 
A  debt  of  Ustmx  gratitude  to  the  Admiiiietra- 
tioa  by  whom  Uiis  a^Jostment  had  be%n  effect- 
ed; and  he  would  go  further,  aod  eajj  that 
everj  patriot  in  England,  and  eyery  patnot  in 
the  United  States,  would  slialie  hands,  and  de- 
clare that  the  Government  of  each  was  indebt- 
ed to  the  negotiators.  He  thanked  God  that 
tlie  treaty  hod  been  brought  to  a  succeisfiil  ter- 
mination. Well,  sir,  (said  Ur.  UcD.,)  wbUe 
congratola^g  oarselTeg  on  the  termination  of 
these  sreat  difficulties,  at  such  a  moment  as 
this,  wDat  are  we  aboat  to  do  1  While  a  port 
of  onr  territorial  iMandor^  remuued  still  to  be 
adjusted — while  the  question  was  still  a  aubject 
ot  pending  negotiation  between  tlie  two  conn- 
tries— the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  branch 
of  the  liOglBlatnre,  intimately  connected  with 
the  treaty-raaking  ^ower,  is  about  to  adopt  a 
military  movement  in  order  to  take  military 
possession  of  the  territory.  Now,  however  we 
nay  view  this  act,  whatever  interpretetion  we 
may  place  upon  it — I  will  oak  gentlemen  to  as- 
■mne  to  themselves  for  a  moment  the  position 
of  the  British  ministry,  and  imagine  what 
would  be  the  natural  effect  upon  their  minds 
of  a  measnre  <^  this  kind.  Sir,  they  sent  ns 
the  olive  branch  of  peace  to  adjnst  the  most 
important  difficulty.  Instead  of^  reciprocating 
tbo  amioable  spirit  manifested  by  them,  we  are 
abont  to  send  forth  the  flaming  sword  of  de- 
fiance;— yes,  at  the  very  moment  when  onr 
minister  is  iosbncted  to  negotiate  for  a  setUe- 
ment  of  the  qnestion,  we  acatch  from  their 
hands  the  olive  branch  of  j>eace,  and  place  tlte 
sword  of  d^onoe  in  its  stead.  This  may  be 
strong  langnage.;  but,  strong  as  it  1^  it  Is  not 
■Izonger  than  the  natural  interpretation  wliicb 
will  be  plaoed  on  onr  oondnct,  if  this  bill  be 
passed,  by  Great  Oitsin. 

I  have  asked,  what  is  the  emergency  which 
demands  the  passage  of  this  bill  ?  Is  tliere  any 
probability  that  we  shall  ful  in  the  a^nstment 
of  the  question  by  negotJatJon  ?  If  gentiemen 
believe  we  shall  fail,  and  that  we  shafl  ulti- 
mately Ik  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
force  of  arms  to  establish  our  title  and  maintain 
oar  occupation,  this  is  an  additional  reason  why 
we  should  adopt  -no  measure  which,  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  oivSized  world,  and  in  our  own, 
oonld  possibly  place  ns  in  the  wrong.  Let  ns 
fstrly  and  honorably  try  to  negotiate.  Let  ns 
try  to  a^nst  this  boundary,  as  we  have  done 
tti«  oUier.  And,  as  I  think  the  title  of  tibe 
Uiuted  States  is  iofinitelj]  more  clear  than  that 
npon  whioh  the  negotiation  has  just  terminat- 
ed, I  think  the  probability  of  on  amicable  ad- 
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Jnstment  la  so  nnoh  the  greater.  But  ^^ 
men  say  we  must  proceed  in  ftii  vi]-Tt 
must  t^e  possession,  because  the  BriUsh  ct 
doing  the  same.  They  are  miUug  lodmnt^ 
establishing  settiementa,  looking  ftirwtrS  to  in 
exclusive  possession  at  some  tatan  prnd. 
Now,  I  totally  dissent  team  (hii  opituon;  nd 
if  there  is  any  one  condnsion  to  uliA  Oa  dn- 
nmente  before  the  Senate  mnst  imostibW  bti^ 
the  minds  of  Senators,  it  U  that  Grett  Mn 
has  not  the  remotest  ides--thst  sh*  k)  ml 
done  a  solitary  act,  nor  uttered  a  taViUtjio^ 
on  the  question,  eviocbg  the  remotM  dnre 
to  make  penDanont  and  excInsiTS  Mttli^naB 
in  that  territory.  All  that  she  deared,  iH  lie 
they  have  ever  claimed,  is  the  right  to  pro- 
cute  the  ttit  trade,  and  to  make  such  tcmpm; 
settiementa  as  were  necessary  to  scaii]i;fii 
that  object.  Have  they  done  mote,  at)  ftp 
true  the  worthy  Senator  from  Eentudj  [Itr. 
UoBSBXAn)  made  a  formidable  srrsy  of  rhra! 
against  England,  in  reference  te  sets  rlii4  m 
has  already  done.  In  the  first  place,  Ibc  dt 
has  made  a  fort  one  hundred  mila  frao  <i> 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  Kiver ;  and Ihenria- 
man,  with  that  candor  which  foririds  Binti 
suppress  any  part  of  the  truth,  read  sMr- 
count  of  that  fort,  condnding  wifli  s  fUwnc 
that  it  was  a  mere  stockade-fbrt,  in  in  rat 
character  intended  for  no  other  jmrpw  ^ 
to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Indians;  liiJaili! 
with  all  the  other  forts  which  they  liin«>*- 
lished.  This,  then,  amounts  to notfainfiiifE' 
nishes  no  evidence  of  an  intentian  of  ts^ 
ing  permanent  settiementa,  the  Idti  of  iU 
seems  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  mtndsiit^ 
tors.  The  S«mator  from  Kentn(iy  rdifii  » 
other  very  important  fact.  He  sud  Eim 
has  violated  the  convention,  whieh  sBi^ilK 
the  joint  occopancy  In  the  prosecntim  i^ 
fur  teade ;  because,  whenever  onr  bwti  iw* 
ed  theOolumbU  Kiver  to  trade  with  tk(  tt 
dians,  th^  were  immediate!]^  drivM  '^^^ 
EngDsTi,  who  had  the  audaoty  to  come  o* 
and  sen  goods  to  the  poor  Indisna  Gbwi>T  BB 
the  Ajuericans  did ;  and  this  wasaviolni*" 
the  convention.  Why,  sir,  thisbsmitmiw"'! 
liadly  with  the  remark  of  the  worthy  S«i= 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  WooDsmJ  ^ 
indicated,  as  one  important  object  to  ta  !^ 
by  the  passage  of  this  blD,  tie  dvihatifl! « i-* 
Indians.  But,  if  we  cannot  «flbrdto«lI™ 
goods  at  a  che^)  rnt*L  it  anrdy  does  w*  ^^ 
a  very  Christian  spirit.  But  all  this  i> "« 
words.  I  pot  it  to  the  ftonate  wbttiff  ^ 
one,  in  the  course  of  this  discussfon,  hup''" 
finger  on  n  solitarj  act  which  indicstoJ  a  ^ 
tention,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  »(«■ 
lish  for  herself  an  excltt^ve  ocenpslioii.  1^ 
sertthat,  asfar  aalhaveojamiwdilb'"''' 
covered  no  evidence  of  any  sndi  f'^^J'%^ 
Now,  Mr,'  Premdent,  having  P"**™;^ 
brief  views,  tendmg  to  show  tta  ineqw™*? 
of  adopting  such  a  measure  at  this  time,  b  * 
erance  to  negotiations  now  pending  beWMnu* 
two  countries,  let  me  ask  llie  Btsmt,  wW  ™ 
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be  the  nataral  Inturpretatioa  that  EoE^d  will 
put  npoD  our  act)  If  ire  had  passed  the  meao- 
ore  vithoat  debate,  it  might  not  have  been  re- 
garded in  aaf  degree  offensive ;  bnt  7on  nay 
rest  usnred,  whea  this  act  cornea  to  be  regard- 
ed hf  the  British  ministry,  particalsrlj'  if  thej 
have  any  dedre  to  take  poasession  of  the  terri- 
tory, vbat  will  be  the  interpretation  the7  will 
put  upon  it!  Tliey  will  interpret  the  act  by 
tha  speeches  delivered  here.  Will  thby  not, 
ur  t  Consolt  yonr  own  boBoms.  What  is  the 
impression  prodnoed  npon  yoorselves,  when  an 
English  paper— not  even  a  ministerial  wet — 
throws  out  denunciatioiu  against  the  tinited 
States t 

What,  then,  will  be  thm  interpretation  of 
this  act,  military  in  its  obaracter,  heralded  forth 
to  the  world  with  denanoiations  agdnst  Eng- 
land, on  account  of  her  graapbg  ambition— re- 
ferring to  her  acts  in  the  Eastern  hemisphere, 
in  Asia,  and  in  Oliina,  as  well  as  on  this  coati- 
nentl  Bir,  however  oalmlj'  we  may  hear  these 
things,  the  British  will  not  hear  them  with 
calmness,  Kow,  sir,  let  me  tell  yon  how  many 
gentlemen  ore  mistaken  as  to  the  feelings  exist- 
log  in  England  in  regard  to  this  snbject.  I  was 
there  fbr  abont  sis  monUis  daring  the  years 
1888  and  18S9 :  and  if  I  were  called  npon  on 
my  oath  to  declare  what  appeared  to  be  the 
most  prevailing  sentiment  in  Snsland,  T  wonld 
aay  it  was  an  absolute  horror  of  the  idea  of  a 
war  with  America.  All  ranks,  high  and  low, 
every  person  I  enconntered,  in  the  highways 
and  elsewhere,  nniversally  eoncnrred  in  the 
sentiment  that  tlie  ancient  feuds  that  had  sepa- 
rated the  two  countries  had  passed  nway — tbat 
a  new  era  had  grown  up — that  tbey  were  bound 
together  by  the  strong  ties  uf  consanguinity, 
both  being  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  differing 
frocn  all  the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  I  heard  the 
language  nsed — langnage  in  which  I  concurred 
— Uat  if  the  two  Qovemmenta,  on  a  qaectlon 
of  mere  bonndarv,  which  might  be  intrusted  to 
arbitrators,  should  involve  toemselves  in  war, 
they  woold  deserve  the  eternal  execration  of 
the  world.  This  was  the  universal  sentiment. 
Sir,  I  am  not  afrud  of  being  chawed  with 
dreading  the  tremendous  power  of  England. 
Surely,  the  courage  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  illnstrated  in  so  many  glorions  batties  by 
land  and  by  sea,  is  not  reduced  to  so  low  an  ebb, 
that  they  may  not  venture  to  be  Jnst  and  mod- 
erate for  fear  of  enconnt«ring  the  hazard  of  be- 
ing thought  to  be  cowardly.  No,  ur ;  no  suoh 
interpretation  will  be  put  npon  onr  conduct.  I 
confiaentiy  believe,  tnerefure,  that  if  we  wait 
with  patience,  and  furly  employ  the  means  of 
peace  which  are  in  onr  hands,  and  leave  the 
executive  department  of  the  Government  to 
dischai^  its  duty,  I  oonfidentiy  believe,  from 
the  prioress  nlreody  made  in  the  adjnstment  of 
onr  difficoltiea,  that  this  comparatively  unim- 
portant one  wonld  bo  sdjnsted.  Bo  far,  sir,  as 
re^rds  our  foreign  relations. 

But  there  are  some  domestic  views  of  the 
subject   which  gentlemen   have  overlooked. 


What  do  we  want  with  this  territory  t  What 
are  we  to  do  with  it?  What  is  to  be  the  con- 
saqnence  of  oQr  taking  possession  of  It  t  What 
Is  the  act  we  are  called  on  now  to  do  f  Why, 
it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  act  of  colo- 
nization, for  tbe  first  time  proposed  since  the 
foundation  of  this  Gtovemment.  If  this  were  a 
question  of  gradnal,  and  oontinuons,  and  pro- 
gressive settlement-— if  the  territory,  to  which 
onr  dtisens  are  invited,  were  really  to  become 
a  part  of  this  Union,  it  wonld  present  a  very 
different  question.  Bat,  air,  does  any  man  s»< 
rionsly  suppose  that  any  State  wbidi  oui  be 
formed  at  tne  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  or 
any  of  the  Inhabitable  parts  of  that  territory, 
wonld  ever  become  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Unlonl  I  have  great  futh — no  one  had  much 
greater — in  the  power  of  the  representative 

Erinciple  to  extend  the  sphere  of  government; 
at  I  confess  that,  even  in  the  most  sangnine 
da^s  of  my  yonth,  I  never  conceived  the  pomi- 
bility  of  embracing  within  the  ssme  Govern- 
ment people  living  five  thousand  miles  apart. 
But,  sir,  the  worthy  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Woodhcky)  seems  to  have  discovered 
a  principle  much  more  potent  than  the  repre- 
sentative principle.  He  refers  you  to  steam,  aa 
fkr  more  potent  I  should  doubt  very  much 
whetlier  the 'elements,  or  powers,  or  organisa- 
tion of  the  prindples  of  government,  wul  ever 
be  changed  by  steam.  Steam  I  How  are  we 
to  apply  steam  in  this  case  ?  Has  tbe  Senator 
eiammed  the  character  of  the  oonntry  t  What 
is  the  charact«r  of  the  country !  Why,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  that  about  seven  hundred  milea 
this  side  of  the  Roclty  Mountains  is  uninhabit- 
able, where  n^n  scarcely  ever  falls — a  barren 
sandy  soil.  On  the  other  sida— we  have  It 
from  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  sent  to  ex- 
plore that  oonntry  by  tbe  State  Deparbnent, 
that  there  are  three  euoceasive  ridges  of  moan- 
talna  extending  towards  the  Pacific,  and  run- 
ning nearly  pantile] ;  which  mountains  are  to- 
tally Impassahle,  except  in  certain  parts,  where 
there  were  g^a  or  depreGsions,  to  l>e  readied 
only  by  going  some  handreds  of  miles  out  of 
the  clirect  course.  Weil,  now,  what  are  we  to 
do  in  such  a  case  as  this  ?  How  are  yon  going 
to  apply  steam  t  Have  you  made  any  thing 
Ilka  an  estimate  of  the  oost  of  a  n^road  mn- 
ning  trom  here  to  the  month  of  the  Columbia  f 
Why,  tiie  wulth  of  the  Indie*  wonld  be  Insnf- 
flcieuL  Ton  would  have  to  tunnel  through  ' 
mountains  five  or  six  hundred  miles  in  extent. 
It  is  tme,  they  have  oonstmoted  a  tunnel  be- 
neath the  Thames ;  bnt  at  a  vast  expcn^tnre 
of  capital.  With  a  bankrupt  treasary,  and  a 
depressed  and  snfibring  people,  to  tslk  about 
constmcting  a  railroad  to  the  western  shore  of 
this  continent,  manifests  a  wild  spirit  of  adven- 
ture which  I  never  expected  to  hear  broached 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  And  is  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  the  last  in- 
trenohment  where  we  are  to  find  this  wild  spirit 
of  adventure  which  has  involved  this  country 
in  ruin  t    I  believe  tbat  the  ftumers,  tbe  honeat 
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onltiToton  of  the  aoU,  look  now  onlf  to  God 
in  faU  merej,  and  their  own  Ubor,  to  rriiere 
Qiem  from  the  wretcIiedDsas  tn  wbiob  tbe  vOd 
and  Tisioiiarjr  BDhemes  of  adTentnre  have  in- 
Tolved  tbem. 

Now,  It  (b  one  of  the  most  nncalimlatiiig 
measaree  whteli  waa  ever  brooght  before  the 
Seaate.  For  whoae  benefit  are  we  bonnd  to 
pass  it  f  Who  are  to  go  there,  along  the  line 
of  military  poets,  and  take  poeeeaiion  of  the 
IHJ7  part  of  tlM  territory  fit  to  ixxsayj — ^that 
part  iTing  upon  the  »ea'«oast,  a  atrip  less  than 
ODO  hnndred  miles  in  width ;  fbr,  as  I  have  al- 
vat&j  stated,  the  rest  of  the  territoir  consists 
of  mouDtcius  almost  inaooeaaible,  and  low  lands 
which  are  covered  with  stone  and  Tolcanio  re- 
maliiH,  whore  riin  never  falls,  except  dnring 
the  spriD^ ;  and  even  on  the  coast  no  run  falls 
from  April  to  October,  and  (br  the  reminder 
of  the  jear  there  is  nothing  hnt  rain.  Why. 
rir,  of  what  nse  will  this  be  tor  agricnltnral 


,  loh  of  tnnff  for  the  whole  territory.  I  wish 
to  God  we  did  not  own  iL  I  wish  it  was  an 
impaaaable  barrier  to  seenre  ns  agatnet  the  In- 
farudoiL  of  others.  This  Is  the  character  of  the 
country.    Whoarewelosend  thereT    Do  yon 


t^rise  as 

who  is  to  Ko  to  that  eonntry,  under  the  temp- 
tations of  this  bill,  was  my  child — if  he  was  an 
hmiest  and  industrious  man,  I  wonld  say  to 
him,  fiir  God's  sake,  do  not  go  there.  Yon  will 
not  better  yonr  oondition.  Yon  will  exchange 
the  oomforts  of  hornet  and  the  hwpiness  of  Ay- 
QlMd  lif^  fbr  the  puns  and  perils  of  & 


Bnt  if  I  had  a  son  whose  con- 
doot  was  «oh  as  made  him  a  fit  snltject  for 
Botavr  Bay,  I  wonld  say,  in  the  name  of  God, 
!».  This  is  my  estimate  of  the  imporlanoe  of 
9m  aettlemrat.  Nov,  what  are  we  to  ^n  by 
miUng  the  aettiementt  In  what  shape  are 
onr  Axpenditnrea  there  to  be  retnmed  t  When 
ara  we  to  get  any  roTenae  from  the  citiEons  of 
onrs  who  go  to  that  distuit  territory — S,EOO 
mUee  from  the  seat  of  GovemmentjaB  I  have  it 
from  the  Senator  from  Misaoari  t  What  retom 
an  they  ^<nng  to  make  as  for  protecting  Uiem 
with  military  posts,  at  an  expense,  at  tiie  ont- 
Mt,  ttf  $300,000,  and  swelling  hereafter  Ood 
knows  how  mnoh— probably  eqaalling  the  an- 
nnal  expenses  of  the  Florida  war.  What  will 
they  return  to  ns  for  this  enormona  expense, 
after  we  have  tempted  them,  by  this  bi!l,  to 
leave  their  pnrsnits  of  honest  industry,  to  go 
upon  this  wild  and  gambling  adventore,  In 
which  th^  blood  is  to  be  staked  t 

Sir,  does  any  mui  suppose  that,  in  the  next 
twenty  years,  we  ehall  derive  a  cent  of  reve- 
nue t  I  put  it  to  the  Sennte,  is  there  a  man 
here  who  sanposes  that  the  wealdt  or  power 
of  the  United  States  will  be  increased  to  the 
amount  of  one  solitary  cent  by  all  the  colonists 
that  may  be  prev^lea  upon  to  go  there  t    "So, 


rir,  not  a  cent.  Well,  now,  make  t  uointt 
estimate;  what  do  yon  think  II  will  coat, te 
the  scale  on  which  yon  set  out,  dnrisf  Ou  hs 
twenty  yesret  Why,  If  yon  get  off  wift  tea 
millions  of  doHais,  it  will  be  about  wlud  uj 
reasonable  man  would  ccmsider  a  proper  tsti- 
mate.  The  country  b  inhalnted  b^  S«rM  ind 
warlike  savages.  It  is  a  coantrr  sbomdoi 
with  reoeeses  to  which  they  can  retreat,  udia 
which  they  win  be  inaccesHble ;  and  if  »e  mr 
get  to  war  with  them,  (and  we  ksow  bj  n- 
perience  that  the  most  certain  wij  to  get  to 
war  is  to  go  among  them,}  we  dull  God  in- 
other  Florida;  and  every  person  kuon  bn 
mnch  the  expenses  of  that  nnfortncatewttbd 
exceeded  the  anticipatioDS  of  tboae  Tbo  fci- 
boded  the  worst.  Sir,  the  lutereets  of  tlie[«)- 
pie  of  the  United  States,  throwing  out  o[  mv 
the  ardent  and  unpatriotic  desire  of  sdrtDtn- 
rers,  and  consulting  the  solid  intensts  (f  ^ 
agiicnltnrsl  and  manofacturing  Interesta  of  tbt 
country,  I  venture  to  say  Iha^  fbr  tb«  net 
twenty  years,  there  is  not  a  oongresmiii]  6- 
trict  in  this  Unicoi,  costing  tlM  Govnuoot 
nothing,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  coDtribafiw  It 
its  rapport,  which  will  not  be  more  tsIuw  to 
the  united  States  than  the  whole  of  thii  lerri- 
tory.  It  never  can  be  of  any  value  Ibr  tpdt 
tnnl  pnrpoeea. 

All  the  accounts  I  have  read  conenr,  vSket 
any  dissenting  voice.  In  stating  that  ih  te 
trade  is  in  rapid  coarse  of  deterionti<Ki.  Ui 
ai^als  which  yield  fnrs  are  disappeiriiu ;  ai 
the  time  is  not  remote  when  even  ths  W^ 
fur  company  will  abandon  the  coantjy,  if  nc 
leave  them  alone.  ■  80  yon  have  a  pra^cel,  Sj 
the  mere  lapse  of  time — by  the  mere  prc^ 
of  events — by  the  extermination  of  anioul*-^ 
having  the  territory  dropped  into  om  poae- 
slon.  Bat,  if  the  British  had  no  clsin  td  itci 
territory,  and  there  were  nothing  ii\AA  i» 
pelled  ns  to  go  with  onr  military  estsbEAmoa 
and  Bgricultaral  settiemente.  I  would  nrt  cM- 
sent— 5f  there  was  on  embanltment  of  et«  t" 
feet  to  be  removed,  I  wonld  not  cooceot  to  ei- 
pend  five  dollars  to  remove  that  emb«ab«il 
to  enable  oar  popolation  to  go  there.  I  do  i^ 
wish  to  tempt  the  people  to  form  eetttenBls 
there.  I  wish  this  to  be  a  great  empin,  g»n 
np  by  the  natnral  course  of  civilization,  iMllj 
natural  extenrion  of  population.  I  thuk  &« 
for  his  mercy,  in  pladng  the  Rocky  Mwmlea 
there.  I  believe,  if  it  had  not  been  for  il« 
mountuns,  we  wonld  have  been  slreadj  s  l^ 
Paciflc.  Yon  cannot  dviliie  men  if  tbej^ 
an  indefinite  extent  of  territoiy  ova-  t^i"^ 
spread  their  numbers ;  for,  so  long  1*  1^ 
^read  their  numbers,  instead  of  bacra^^'^ 
iJiod,  they  become  Berai-savsge.  AUk'**'^ 
civilization  can  best  be  eflMed  whs  tM  c«t- 
try  is  hedged  in  by  narrow  boundaiM& 

Why,  Mr.  President,  if  there  is  snyow  law 
tacalcat«d  by  history,  beyond  the  po«^^.5, 
doabt,  it  Is  that  ell  nations  of  the  vum  iw& 
have  within  the  Isst  one  or  two  oMLlnrte  «ai 
oat  distant  colomes,  have  fbund  then  lo  be  w 
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more  expensive  than  profitable.  There  is  noth- 
ing whioh  oaa  JoBtiff  anoh  an  enterprise,  bnt 
the  existeace  of  a  Bnperabimdant  and  starving 
popoUlJon.  In  our  oaae  there  is  no  HDoh  neoes- 
sity.  Are  ve  pent  np  within  nariOT  limitsV — 
am  we  stifled  for  airt— aro  ve  starving  for 
want  of  means  of  sabaistence  t  yfbj.  sir,  ire 
are  ver^  mnch  distressed,  to  be  mre ;  W  it  is 
from  plethora,  not  from  oonsomptton.  We  are 
now  in  the  condition  in  which  a  Senator  from 
Kentncky,  in  discosring  the  tariff  bill,  told  ns 
we  were,  aad  that  is — in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition. The  bams  were  full — were  breaking 
down  with  the  weight  of  grain  ;  the  coontr; 
was  overhnrdened  with  a  saperabnndance  of 
til  the  means  of  hnman  aabsistence.  This  is 
the  case  now.  In  the  histoij  of  the  United 
States,  a  period  was  never  known  of  such  an 
abnndance  of  every  tiling  □ecessarT'  to  support 
honaan  life — com  selling  for  from  ten  to  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  a  bnshel ;  wheat  at  forty  cents, 
and  every  other  article  of  oonsmnption  in  pro- 
portion— and  with  a  oonntry  like  tnis,  and  with 
asoilBBprodnotiveastheTBllejHof  Egypt  and 
BO  extensive  that  yon  cannot  people  it  for  a 
oentnry  to  come,— with  snoh  a  soil,  and  snch 
means  for  rewarding  the  honest  agrionltBral  la- 
borer, shell  we,  at  an  enonnona  expense,  deriv- 
ed from  taxes  apon  the  labor  of  the  indnstrions, 
indulge  the  whims  and  caprices  of  the  adven- 
tnrons  portion  of  the  pupnlation,  who  love  to 
roam  over  the  mountains  ?  It  is  not  proper  to 
hold  out  anch  indncementa  to  onr  citUens  to 
engage  in  these  adventurous  parsnits.  There 
are  no  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them. 
The  advantages  of  the  fur  trade  have  been 
highly  extolled ;  bnt  I  have  seen  no  results  but 
the  enormons  wealth  of  John  Jacob  Astor,  and 
one  or  two  others,  to  Justify  the  commenda- 
tion. Are  the  honest  mechanic  and  agricultu- 
rist, engaged  in  the  honest  pursuits  of  ^nstry, 
to  be  taxed,  that  iodncenienta  may  be  held  ont 
to  the  adventnrons  to  engage  In  thia  trade, 
whioh  has  Mirlched  so  few  f 

Have  you  read  the  accoont  of  Astor's  adven- 
tures In  the  fur  trade  t  Ton  will  there  And 
that  the  most  of  his  operators  were  foreigners 
and  the  half-breed  Indians.  There  were  no  cit- 
izens of  the  TTnited  States  employed  by  him ; 
and  by  this  bill  yoa  will  induce  none  of  yonr 
cttitens  to  embark  but  those  of  an  adventurous 
character— those  who  have  nothing  to  lose.  I 
cannot  think  any  man  who  has  a  strong  feeling 
of  patriottam — who  has  a  heart  bound  to  his 
country  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  endearing  asso- 
ciations inseparably  connected  with  home — 
would  abandon  hb  friends  and  family,  and  alt 
endeared  to  him,  to  emigrate  to  that  country. 
Ko,  ^ ;  captivating  as  it  ma^  be  to  one  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  this  is  a  spirit  we  onght  not 
to  enoonrage :  we  ought,  rather,  to  Induce  the 
honest  and  industrious  dosses  to  remain  among 
us,  and  contribute  to  the  support  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. 

But,  in  the  ardor  with  which  gentlemen  have 
been  drawn  Into  the  diseiusion  m  this  qnestiou, 


they  seem  to  have  totally  overlooked  a  very  bn- 

portaut  matter — the  ways  and  means.    Bo  we 

abound  in  flnandal  reaouroea,  as  to  be  able, 


considered  the  question  of  ways  and  n 
have  not  heard  a  single  individual,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  make  the  alightest  reference  to 
the  pecuniary  means  of  this  country  to  Justify 
BOoh  an  appropriation.  I  mast,  however,  ex- 
cept the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  At 
the  close  of  his  remarks,  he  mode  a  alight  alln- 
sion  to  our  finances,  rather  with  a  view  of 
showing  that,  as  bad  as  they  were,  we  might 
make  the  Appropriation  necessary  to  carry  the 
plan  into  operation.  That  gentiemon  was  him- 
self Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  a  period  of 
creat  financial  embarroasmcnt;  and  tiie  tribn- 
lation  to  which  he  was  then  exposed,  no  donbt^ 
brought  him  to  sympsthiie  with  the  present 
Secretary  of  that  Department,  and  to  consider 
the  importance  of  having  ways  and  means;  and 
the  still  greater  importance  of  prosecuting  thia 
measure,  whether  yon  have  the  ways  and  means 
or  not.  Well,  eirj  two  great  political  partiea 
are  now  contending  for  power.  They  have 
both,  in  some  degree,  adopted  the  same  watch- 
word— economy  and  retrenchment.  That  was 
the  sign  under  which  the  Whigs  conqnered  in 
1840 ;  it  is  the  sign  nnder  whidi  tiie  Sepnbli- 
oans  hope  to  conquer  now.  Hitherto,  on  this 
snbject,  we  have  had  nothing  hut  worda.  I 
have  not  seen  the  slightest  effort  to  establish, 
in  the  administration  of  thin  Qovemment,  any 
system  of  economy.  I  have  not  witneaaed  any 
apparent  misgiving  In  the  minds  of  Senators 
who  are  favorable  to  the  adoption  of  thia  meas- 
ure, as  tothedeficient  condition  of  the  flnsnoeaL 
I  confidentij  believe  that  we  will  not  have  a 
Bufficiency  of  means  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  pay  the  ordinary  demands  which 
are  contracted  on  its  behalf  The  expenditure 
whioh  the  Qovemment  ia  required  to  make  will 
not  leave,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  any  thing  to 
be  applied  to  the  ol^ect  contemplated  in  this 
bill. 

I  have  seen  a  atatement  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  Imjporta  of  the  last  quarter,  pur- 
porting to  come  RV)m  a  person  who  inveatigat* 
ed  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  who  had  the 
means  to  investigate  it^  and  tiie  resolt  was, 
that  the  probable  amonnt  of  the  whole  importa 
for  that  period  would  be  littie  more  than  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  What  does  this  indioatet 
A  state  of  things  which,  of  all  others,  ealls 
upon  ns  to  panse. 

What  is  the  condition  of  tiiia  Qovemmentt 
Who  is  it  that  rules  1  Who  is  responsible  for 
the  meaanrea  adopted  here  I  Nobody,  rir. 
We  are  in  a  state  of  interregnum.  Nobody  is 
responsible.  For  God's  aak&  let  na  postpone 
measures  of  tUs  kind  until  there  is  somebody 
in  the  Government  responsible.  The  Execu- 
tive is  exerting,  no  doubt,  the  beat  of  his  pow- 
era  to  do  something ;  but  he  la  not  austained 
by  the  other  branches  of  the  Lc^jalature.    SA' 
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ther  of  the  gremt  parties  e«eroa  to  have  wjj 
ajmftthj  for  Uie  Exeootive.  Thej  ataad  b;, 
and  fold  their  amu.  If  70a  sboidd  soj  to 
either  of  them,  fon  have  ^>praprlatad  $300,000 
withoDt  having  the  means  to  meet  that  qtpro- 
priation,  the;  would  lay  it  does  not  oonoem 
OH ;  it  beloDES  to  tiie  other  partj  to  provide 
the  wa^s  and  means.  For  Ood'a  uke,  then, 
let  Da  not  adopt  equivocal  measnree  of  this  kind, 
when  there  is  no  party  responsible  for  any 
thing.  Wwt  a  year  or  two.  Within  that  pe- 
riod you  will  have  a  cbanoe  of  having  tbat  tar- 
ritoiy  gained  by  amicable  nesotiaUon.  Within 
that  p«riod  yoa  will  oertainly  liave  somebody 
at  the  liead  of  tJili  Govenunent— whotiier  Dem- 
ooratio  or  Whi^ — of  snffleient  power  to  asftome 
the  reaponriblbty  of  the  measures  adopted  for 
admiDlsteiing  the  Government.  I  I>eaeech  yon 
now,  by  every  o<4iBidenUioa  oomiect«d  with  the 
national  wdbre,  to  panse.  The  time  will  come 
when  It  will  be  proper  to  act.  I  think,  of  all 
times,  this  ia  the  most  in^propriate;  and  I 
say,  empliatEcally,  panse  b^re  you  proceed 
further  in  this  matter. 

Ur.  LiKN  remarked  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
dose  the  debate  on  this  snt^ect ;  and,  nnlesa 
some  other  Senator  dewred  to  addrees  the  Sen- 
ate then,  he  would  move  to  pass  over  the  bill, 
informally,  till  to-morrow,  llo  made  that  mo- 
tion, and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  adjonmed. 

TmnttoAT,  January  36. 
Tlkt  Oregon  Territory, 

The  tmflntahed  debate  from  yesterday,  on  the 
question  of  passing  the  Oregon  bill,  was  to- 
nuned. 

Mr.  LiRH  addressed  the  Senate. 

With  the  OKception  of  the  two  Senators  fWmi 
Sonth  Carolina,  the  Senators  who  liad  taken 
gronnd  of  opposition  confined  their  ottjeotioni 
to  one  provision  of  the  bill — Uiat  providing  a 
grant  of  landa  to  settlers. 

One  of  the  Senators  from  Booth  Carolina 
(Ur.  Oalhour)  objected  not  only  to  that  prori- 
tlon,  bnt  to  otner  provisions,  and  in  {general  to 
the  expediency  and  policy  of  any  aouon  upon 
the  subject  at  present.  The  other  Senator  from 
South  Oarolina,  (Ur.  UcDitpfix,)  who  spoke 
yesterday,  took  wider  gronnd,  and  ol^Jected  to 
the  bill  in  every  particular.  If  his  views  were 
well-founded,  we  never  dionld  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  territory. 

In  answering  the  objections  of  the  last  Sena- 
tor, (Mr.  MoDoPFn,)  he  woald  meet  all  that 
had  been  made  from  every  quarter. 

It  was,  however,  matter  of  gratjficatioa  to 
him,  that  so  many  Senators  bad  concurred  in 
the  propriety,  poucy,  and  eipediency  of  the 
general  olfjecta  of  the  bill,  and  that  their  objec- 
tions were  confined  to  a  singie  provision. 

If  he  understood  the  Senator  trota  South 
Oarolina  (Mr.  UoDuffib}  correctly,  he  conceiv- 
ed that  Senator  imputed  to  him  a  violation  of 
the  maziuB  <id  sound  policy,  by  precipitating 
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Qua  measnre  without  due  consideration.  If  the 
Senator  wopid  but  look  to  the  records  of  Con- 

Sese  for  the  last  twenty  year^  he  would  find 
at  such  an  imputation  was  Broandleaa.  A 
bill  of  similar  nature,  and  with  toe  same  ofajed 
in  view,  was  urged  upon  Congreaa  with  great 
ability  by  Dr.  iToyd,  In  1821.  Mr.  Konroe,  ia 
his  last  annual  message,  and  Ur.  Adams^  whik 
Pi«udent  of  the  United  States,  recommended,  io 
forcible  terms,  the  attention  of  Oongrea*  to  be 
given  to  the  tnbject.  In  1SS8,  C<mgr«as  iH 
take  it  up ;  and  a  bill  for  the  occnpaticHi  of  the 
territoiy  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  bolh 
Bouses.  It  railed  in  the  Senate  by  a  bare  ma- 
jority of  two  votes.  It  bad  be«D  repealedlj 
before  Oongreaa  since,  and  almost  continiUMdjr 
since  1838^89.  There  was  notbiiw  precqHtiie 
in  all  tlUs,  and  oertainly  no  want  of  da«  eonsid- 
eration.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  always  act- 
ed with  studied  delicacy  in  the  matter.  Whoi 
it  was  urged  npon  bim  that  while  so  many  dif 
culties  were  to  be  adjosted  with  Great  Brit^ 
It  was  inexpedient  to  take  any  decided  st^  in 
relation  to  a  minor  point,  be  refrained  bva 
pressing  the  subject  to  a  final  vote,  Xow,  tbi 
main  difficulties  with  England  were  aifjinled; 
and  there  were  none  left  pending  bnt  the  wax 
ones,  of  which  ho  con«dered  this  the  most  in- 
portont.  So  far,  then,  from  being  duigtaUe 
with  having  choaen  an  inaospieiona  and  iati- 
pedient  time  for  nraing  this  measure,  he  doa^ 
he  had  selected  the  most  apptoprUte,  sad  be 
would  say,  critically  wpropriate,  period,  far 
taking  a  necessary,  and  almost  inmqwnsilile 

He  understood  the  Senator's  objectaoustotlit 
bill  to  be  three-fold.  First,  he  o^ecta  that  tbt 
bill  would,  in  its  main  providoDs,  be  an  infrK- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  renewed  in  ISiT: 
secondfy,  that,  if  carried  out,  it  wonid  involn 
our  Government  in  the  expenses  of  an  traei 
military  occupation  of  the  terTiloi7;  and,  third- 
ly, that  the  territory  ia  a  naeless  acqwntian, 
hkeJy  to  prove,  not  only  an  incmnbruee,  bd 
a  dimdvantageona  one,  Inr  Inciting  oar  popda- 
tion  to  disperuon,  instead  of  that  conocnlntioa 
which  he  conadeis  essential  to  the  bi^Kst  sfan* 
of  civilization. 

Ur.  L.  here  took  these  points  in  aooee^^R. 
and  entored  npon  their  refatation  with  dab«- 
rate  arguments,  fortified  by  docomentaiy  en 

i^rat,  he  considered  the  argimienls  of  &t 
SenatorB  who  had  taken  groand  that  &a  ISH 
would  be  an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  ex- 
amined critically  that  branch  of  the  ntsM^ 
conclnding  with  a  reference  to  the  unpiAM 
made  to  Ur.  Gallatin,  in  1830,  by  the  Bdtii 
mirdstry,  when  they  wanted  an  additiaMl  i^* 
ulation  in  the  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  iSie^K 
the  right  of  Joint  oocnpan<7'  -.  irldch  Ur.  Gd- 
latin  refused  to  oiwoede,  and  iq>oD  Oa  yej 
ground  that  Justified  this  bill ;  and  •faowal  it 
was  not  an  Infraction  of  the  treaty,  an'  *^ 
Endand  had  put  it  oat  ot  ha  power  an  to  re- 
gard it,  by  the  very  application  which  ibe  had 
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made,  mi  which  she  vas  reftased  bj  onr  DOgo- 
tiAtor.  Ifr.  L.,  hftTing  disposed  of  this  otjec- 
tion,  proceeded  to  the  next. 

The  second  ohjeotion  related  to  the  expense 
of  the  proposed  meosore.  In  the  outset,  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  HaDtnnx) 
had  made  a  mistAko  in  sopposing  the  ^propri- 
ation  required  hf  this  bill  wonid  amount  to 
$200,000.  It  onlf  called  for  half  that  amonnt. 
This,  in  tea  jeara,  (if  obliged  to  be  continned 
ao  long,)  would  amonnt  to  bat  $1,000,000,  In- 
stead of  $10,000,000,  as  the  Benator  argned. 
But  had  not  the  Benator  entirely  orerlMiked 
the  numoroQS  losses  which  this  conntrj  had 
suffered  for  the  last  thirty  years,  tbrongh  its 
commerce  end  its  Indnstrj,  by  being  graonsllj 
sapplantcd  in  that  r^oD  by  British  trading 
companies  t  At  one  time,  we  had  a  trader  in 
fara  alone,  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars  annu- 
ally ;  and,  through  the  aopineness  of  our  Gdt- 
enunent,  it  had  been  allowed  to  dwindle  down 
to  $2,000.  Bid  we  not,  then,  incur  incalonla- 
bly  greater  loss  by  neglect,  than  the  annual  ex- 
penditure now  proposed  t  In  the  next  ton 
years,  wonld  not  the  Increased  advantagea  to 
oar  commerce  in  the  Paciflo,  the  facilities  afford- 
ed by  the  secorlty  of  our  harbors  in  the  terri- 
tory to  our  marine  service,  and  all  the  other 
odrantAges  of  Insuring  a  thriving  popolation 
on  the  border  of  the  Pacific,  be  infinitely  more 
than  the  sum  of  one  million,  even  if  the  oecn- 
.  pation  by  military  posts  costs  so  much  t  Kow, 
:  with  regard  to  distance,  inconvenienoa,  and  ex- 
pense, he  asked  Senators  only  to  draw  a  paral- 
lol  between  this  measure  and  t^at  of  the  eetab- 
liabment  of  the  AiHcsn  squadron,  which  was 
to  place  the  recaptured  negroes  in  the  colony 
of  Liberia.  He  showed  that  this  squadron  was 
the  twelfth  part  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States— to  wit,  80  guns  out  of  940  ^  and  that 
the  whole  cost  of  the  navy  for  1848  was  about 
$7,000,000— the  twelfth  part  of  which  was 
near  $600,000;  and  this  was  the  annoal  cost  of 
tho  African  squadron,  while  only  $100,000  was 
proposed  for  the  Columbia  settlement.  The 
Afncan  sqoadroD  was  to  be  kept  up  five  years, 
at  near  $900,000  per  annum,  besides  loss  of 
lives  and  ships  on  tne  African  ooaat.  This  was 
near  $3,000,000 ;  yet  no  objection  to  that!  Ifr. 
L.  commented  on  this  Strang  preferwce  given 
to  an  AfHcan  over  an  American  object,  and  in> 
eisted  that,  while  millions  conld  be  lavwied  on 
the  African  squadron,  no  objootioD  should  be 
made  to  $100,000  for  saving  the  Colombia  ihim 
foreign  dominion. 

As  to  the  third  oWection— that  of  the  country 
being  composed  of  rocky  mountdns,  regions 
either  covered  with  volcanic  remains  or  arid 
sands,  with  only  a  small  portion  of  arable  land, 
and  that  subject  to  alternate  droughts  aad  in- 
nodations  of  rain— he  (Ur.  L.)  shoold  say  that 
the  Senator  (Wr.  IfoDnFFn)  who  entertained 
these  opinions,  must  certainty  be  unooqnunted 
with  the  vast  amount  of  dooumentary  evidence 

Sned  from  eye-witnesses,  whose  teetimoDy 
n  not  admit  of  a  question  of  doubt,  and  tSl 


which  concur  in  proving  that,  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  there  are  extenMve  vaUeys  not  in- 
ferior to  our  Western  valleys  in  size,  onrivalled 
in  fertility,  and  blessed  with  a  salubrity  of  cli- 
mate scarcely  equalled  by  that  O^  any  State  in 
this  Union.  Ur.  L.  here  read  a  vast  acoumola* 
tion  of  dooumentary  evidence  in  pnxtf  of  this 

Eavin{(  met  all  tliese  arguments  in  detail, 
Ur.  L.  proceeded  with  general  arguments  in 
sopport  of  the  policy  and  expediency  of  the  bill; 
he  demanded  why  the  Britiah  wanted  it  if  it 
was  so  worUtleas ;  animadverted  upon  the  in- 
consistency of  treatina  the  territ«ry  as  not 
worth  having  and,  at  Uie  same  time,  dreading 
a  war  from  Qreat  Britun,  if  we  tonohed  it ; 
and  oonclnded  with  an  exhortatitm  to  Senator^ 
before  they  decided  npon  voting  against  it,  to 
cwislder  wdl  the  efibot  which  a  li^eotion  of 
this  esaentlBl  step  would  have — not  only  dis^ 
potnUng  and  ^soaoraginK  our  own  dtizens,  bnt 

E'ving  countenance  to  tne  preteusiona  of,  and 
sving  open  and  nndispntea  to,  a  rival  power, 
every  sort  of  enmoaohment  upon  oar  natjooal 
rights. 

Mr.  BxBBiKK  next  obt^ed  the  floor ;  and, 
on  his  motion. 
The  Benato  adjourned. 


Fkidat,  Jaonary  ST. 
3^  OMfo»  HrrUorv- 

The  bin  for  the  occupation  and  settlement 
of  the  Territoiy  of  Oregon,  which  still  continues 
the  special  order,  oame  up,  and  the  debate  on 
the  question  of  Hm  passage  was  resumed  frcnn 
yesterday. 

Ur.  Bbbbizr  being  entitled  to  the  fioor,  an- 
dressed  the  Senato  Iot  about  an  hoar  and  a  half 
in  ^qrasitirai  to  the  passage  of  the  biU. 

His  olttections  were  dJefly :  first,  that  the 
provinon  midertaking  to  make  a  future  grant  of 
lands  to  setUers,  is  In  contravention  of  t£e  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  existing  treaty  between 
tiiii  Oovemment  and  that  ot  Oreat  BriUun; 
next,  that  it  is  an  inexpedient  and  impoIiUo 
time  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  at  all ;  and, 
lastly,  that  this  hiU,  imder  existing  cironntr 
stances,  is  an  uy'ndioious  interruption  or  inter- 
ference with  the  oonsUtntionBl  prerogative  of 
the  Executive  department,  which  has  notified 
Congress  that  a  negotiation  is  pending  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject. 

He  agreed  with  those  Senators  who  held  that 


he  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina,  (Ur.  Calhoto,)  not  only  in  bis  <q;>poeition 
to  that  provinon,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  in- 
expediency, under  existing  drcamstanoea,  of 
attempting  to  carry  out  other  pronnons  of  the 
blQ.  wiOi  most  of  what  bad  Men  from  the 
other  Senator  fr<Hn  Bonth  Carolina  he  also  oon- 
ciured,  tbongh  he  was  not  disposed  to  nnder- 
value  the  importance  to  our  commerce  of  oni 
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right  to  the  tfirritorj',  or  tha  advantage  which 
we  might  derive  from  itsoconpntion  and  eettle- 
menL  Bat,  taking  the  subjoct  in  ell  its  beat- 
ings  into  consideiBtion,  be  could  not  but  believe 
that  be  sDbaerved  the  iutercsta  of  this  conutiy 

tliebilj 
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Fbidat,  January  97. 
Plan  qfan  Steiequtr, 

The  Bonae,  npon  the  call  of  Mr.  Fhihosb, 
renmed  the  conrideraiioD  ot  tlie  iwort  of  the 
Oommittee  of  'Wa^'a  and  Ueana  on  the  anbject 
ot  the  ezcheqner — the  qneatdon  being  on  the 
motion  of  Ur.  OraBuia  to  amend  the  resolntioD 
concluding  that  report,  bf  striking  oot  the 
word  "  »#(." 

Mr,  FiLLMoBX,  who  held  the  floor,  addressed 
the  HoDse  at  length.  He  commenced  bj  refer- 
ring to  the  charse  wMoh  had  been  pnt  forth, 
that  the  Committee  of  Wa^i  and  Ueana,  in 
propodng  no  affirmative  action  on  the  inbject 
of  the  ezcheqner,  had  neglected  to  discharge 
their  dntr.  In  order  to  test  whether  the;  bad, 
he  shoald  content  himself  b;  referring  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  qneation  was  presented 
to  the  committee,  and  in  which  it  now  stood 
befbr«  the  Hodso  snd  the  eonntrj',  aa  admitted 
Irrthe  gentleman  fhtm  Masaachnsetts.  More 
taan  a  ^ear  ago,  the  scheme  was  first  submitted 
to  OoDgreas,  and  then  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, a  majoritj  of  whom  were  the  friends 
of  the  President.  After  two  and  a  half  mouths 
of  reflection,  this  committee  reported  a  substi- 
tute for  the  plan  of  the  EzecnUve,  dispendng 
with  its  mun  features.  If,  then,  any  modifica- 
tions of  the  exchequer  were  wanted — if  the 
Committee  of  Waf  s  and  Means  bad  neglected 
to  discba^e  their  daty  in  reporting  modi&ca- 
tioDS,  be  referred  gentlemen  to  those  reported 
hj  uie  friends  of  the  Administration.  The 
mnUemOD,  too,  who  made  the  ot^ection  that 
ue  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hod  neg- 
feoted  Ih^  dnt;  in  not  reporting  modifications, 
rioos  they  conid  not  agree  to  tiie  plan  itself^ 
liod  ^ven  notice  that  be  woold  more  to  snbsti- 
'  'e  the  hill  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury 
^,_  .  ...  ^=„  ,_..  .,  ..__.  ..  ......  ^ 
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for  his  own  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  briuKinf 
the  subject  before  the  Ilonae  in  every  possibli 
abape.  Now,  he  submitted  it  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Honae,  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  presented  the  snUeet 
In  every  shape  possible,  by  not  favoring  either 
of  the  schemes?  The  gentleman  firom  Massa- 
chosetla  (Ur.  Oubbiho)  had  moved  to  strikeout 
the  word  "  nat,"  so  as  to  make  the  resolntion 
of  the  oommittee  an  affirmative  nropositlon. 
Be  would  state,  in  reference  to  tnat  matter, 
that  he  bad  himself  risen  and  proposed  the 
word  be  stricken  out,  thereby  making  the  reao- 
Intion  an  affirmative  instead  of  a  negative  prop- 
osition. Be  coold  not  see  the  difference  between 
voting  in  favor  of  a  resolution  declaring  that 


^ [tJmCim. 

the  exchequer  shonld  net  be  adopted,  ud  tot- 
ing wainst  a  resolntion  declaring  llut  it  ibnU 
be  adopted.  Jt,  indeed,  there  were  107  is  tbt 
House,  who,  after  the  many  discBiriMaTlscb 
hod  taken  place,  were  nnprqiand  to  «t 
whether  they  were  in  fnvor  o(  or  ^uiiai,  Um 
exchequer,  he  was  scKry  for  it.  He  could  ut 
but  admire  the  manly  independoiee  of  tb  go- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Pmmwx,)  tIm  j» 
ferday  told  the  Honae  that,  althondi  auj  rf 
his  constituents  had  petitioned  forit,lwiiHt, 
afr«r  a  dose  and  carefnl  examiailioii «( Ik 
sulfject,  «ve  his  vote  against  the  propcsllia 
It  was  a  determination  resultiogCniB  HI  hMsl 
conviotioD  of  the  heart,  wUdibeodiDind.  Ill 
oonldnot  do  otherwise  than  oonuncnd  the  ^ 
of  the  man  who,  when  he  fimtdanuMiilo 
he  ri^ht,  resolved  to  hold  bimadl  leair  to  wt 
tain  It  I  and,  if  wrong,  to  oondemo  it  Ha 
could  he  think  that  there  were  dmd  in  ik 
House  who  wonld  take  shelter  of  tlxirotnun 
nndcr  a  negative  proposition.  AfUrKmftt- 
ther  remarks  upon  this  head,  be  proceeded  lai 
explanation  of  a  position  which  wai  like*  k 
the  report  of  the  Committee  erf  Vsn  ai 
Means,  and  which,  he  undentood,  wuiuiw 
odved  by  some  of  hia  friends. 

He  noticed  the  objections  wbieb  lud  ka 
raised  to  a  continuance  of  the  presmt  r|i!»' 
tiona  of  the  Treasury  DepartDwat,  *  ik 
ground  that  the  laws  in  force  did  not  pnidt 
any  place  of  secnrity  for  the  poblie  ncag.ad 
also  that  there  were  not  nffioient  pnniw 


of  law  for  the  punishment  of  s 

The  gentieman  from  HasaacfawetU  hidinid 
that  there  were  no  proviriona  tx  IIm  }«» 
meat  of  defaoltar^  except  inch  oa  kM  k 
contained  in  the  act  of  1789,  and  the  rawa 
of  1816. 

Mr.  CcemNa  said  hia  pn^kositioii «»  an 
qualified ;  and  mode  another  remark  tMitaA 

Mr.  FiLLMOBB  alluded  to  the  mi^ioailiai* 
tertoined  by  some,  that  the  Committw  of  V^ 
and  Means  had  omitted  their  duty.  Befea<^ 
the  House  had  forgotten  tbdrovn  Miai  ■ 
the  enbject. 

There  were  already  ezistiiig  by  l»ir  ^ 
checks  and  guards  fur  the  aeenri^  of  ibe  fw 
lie  money.  In  the  first  place,  tbsw  »»  * 
law  of  1T8S,  which  provides  that  it  stuB  kUt 
dnty  of  the  Treoanror  of  the  United  Suta^ 
receive  and  keep  the  mcmeya  of  Ite  W 
States,  and  disbnne  them  upon  «^J^ 
drawn  by  the  Beoretory  of  tbeTiMtmT'  '^ 
the  words:  "disburse  them  upon  *>"*^ 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trnx^ 
Then,  whatnextt  As  to  themediamiiiw 
tiie  pnblio  dnea  ehell  be  paid,  w«  bin  m 
Mr.  F.l  the  joint  resolution  of  l^liw 
prescribes  that  they  shall  be  paid  hi  pn  ■■ 
^ver,  treasory  notes,  and  the  W>  «  V* 
p^n^  banks.  Thus  w«  baT«  (said  Mr.  Fp 
provision  designating  the ofBoers  win iliwtf 
the  public  money ;  and  nexl^  we  haw  fc  * 
dinm  hi  which  it  abolI  be  paid.  Ho*,*^ 
wanted  to  know  what  niore  thwani  n  "* 
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famooa  ezcheqner  bill  which  oame  ttom.  the 
TreasDrjr,  or  that  of  the  Sel«ot  Oommittee  of 
tblB  Hooae,  to  Becore  the  pablio  treonire  from 
embeulMuntT  bistaadof  tjalllug  the  offioer 
who  U  to  have  the  onatodr  of  Qu  pnbUo  money, 
the  Treuoiwrof  the  ITidted  States,  the  bill  pro- 
poaea  to  call  them  a  boafd  <tf  eidheqoer,  thongh 
oDoof  OiemiitobethlBUuneTreaiaMr.  Flnt, 
ther«  is  to  be  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasor; ; 
seoond,  the  Treasorer  of  the  niiit«d  States; 
and  then  there  are  to  be  three  oommiBCiIaiiera 
to  ooiutitate  this  board  of  eioheqner.  The 
Bjetera  now  In  operation  was  hut  a  part  of  that 
*'one  idea"  which  proridM  fbr  Ave  officers, 
instead  of  one  to  do  the  aame  tUng,  and  who 
are  to  be  qtpolnted  in  the  nme  manner,  via., 
"by  the  Preudent  of  the  Umted  Statea,  tqr  and 
-with  the  adviee  and  oonaent  of  the  Senate. 
Bat  It  had  been  uii  that  there  waa  now  no 
Hoonrily  fbr  the  (Uthflil  oostodr  and  dliborse- 
ment  of  tiie  pnblio  mmer,  and  therefbre  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  ifeans  aedec^  their 
dnty  in  fUIing  to  provide  for  tt.  Let  ns  (mii 
Ur.  F.)  looks  littleintothelaw  on  tliis  subject 


of  the  publio  mone^  nntonched.  Ther  repealed 
the  act  so  &r  as  It  relatM  to  Uie  reoeivera  gen- 
oral,  and  the  pnUio  baildings  for  the  deposit  of 
the  pnblio  moner,  together  with  the  [wortritm 
reqiuring  the  pnblio  anes  to  be  paid  in  gold  and 
rilver ;  yet  the  penal  part  of  the  act — which 
seonrea  the  fUthral  cnsiody,  tranafer,  and  dls- 
bnrsement  of  the  pnblio  money— this  Honse 
had  not  the  f(41y  to  repeal  Not  only  did  they 
retun  it,  bnt  the;  added  to  it.  There  were  the 
most  ample  and  the  moat  penal  proriaiona 
Bgidnst  anybody  who  shonld  use  the  pablio 
tretuore.  In  addition  to  the  penalty  imposed 
by  the  Bnb-treaanry  act,  they  bad  also  providad 
for  the  evidence  by  which  gnllt  shonld  be  ascer- 
tuned— which  the  independent  tivasarj  aot 
did  not  do. 

There  was  the  law  as  .it  now  stood.    Were 
not  these  provisions  penal  enough  to  satiety  the 

Entleman  t  Had  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
ions  neglected  their  dnty,  in  not  impodng 
greater  penalties}  If  so^  be  would  point  them 
to  the  provinons  of  the  tamons  ezoneqner  bill, 
and  then  see  if  that  measure  provided  better 
seonritiee  for  the  pnblio  m(Kiey  than  now  ex- 
isted. Instead  of  prohlbitins  the  pnblio  officers 
trom  nting,  investing,  or  loaning  the  pnblio 
money,  they  were  expreaaly  aothorized  to  do 
it.  He  oiked  if  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  had  neglected  their  duty,  when  they 
eaid  that  these  penalties  for  the  nnfaithfhl  ap- 

C"  ution  of  the  pnblio  money  were  ample,  and 
better  than  the  exchequer  biU. 
Bat  the  Kentleman  said  that  tills  woa  no 
bank.  Hadne  attempted  to  eiTe  hia  d^nition 
of  what  a  bank  waa  1  He  s^  to  be  snre,  that 
It  performed  tite  flinotions  of  a  bank ;  bni  still 
it  was  no  bank.  Sir,  (stdd  Ur.  F.,)  I  have  been 
■omewhot  pnzzled  myaelf  to  uiow  what  a 


bank  waa.  He  bad  a  definition  of  a  bank  here, 
which  be  had  transcribed  from  a  work  lately 
pnblished,  called  "  The  History  of  Banking  in 
the  United  States."  According  to  that  deCni- 
tion,  a  bank  was  "  a  oommorclal  iniititntion  or 
reporitory  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
money  of  Individuals,  and  to  improve  it  by 
trsffinUng  in  merohandise,  bullion,  or  bills  erf 
exchange ;  and  may  be  of  a  publio  or  private 
natore."  Now,  if  this  was  the  tme  definition 
of  a  banlc,  the  exchequer  certainly  was  one. 

In  the  first  place,  tt  was  an  institntion  or  re- 
pository, in  the  lan^page  of  the  definitioo,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  money  of  individ- 
ooIb.  This  exchequer  nroposed  a  hank  of 
deposit  for  the  puniose  tn  receiving  the  Amds 
of  individnals,  and  either  to  keep  them  in  se- 
onrity  pn^bssedly — how  tax  it  might  do  that, 
he  would  not  pretend  toaay — or  to  improve 
them  by  traffiding  in  goods,  bullion,  or  blUi 
of  exchange.  ThU,  It  would  be  perceived,  it 
was  exprcMly  anthorized  to  do ;  for  it  was  to 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  by  buying  and  selling 
them.  There  was  the  definition  from  one  of 
the  standard  works  of  the  country,  which 
showed  that  this  exchequer  was  a  bank,  and 
was  fiom  a  writer  who  was  dLsinteresteil  and, 
so  br  aa  be  had  given  cTidenee  of  it,  without 
prqjitdtce  on  tiie  sntject.  But  Ur.  F.  did  not 
preea  this  definition  of  a  bonk.  A  long  time 
ago  tb^  had  a  dismudon  on  the  rob-treosniy, 
wnidi  was  created  for  the  collection,  safekeep- 
ing, transfer,  and  dlsburvement  of  the  pnbuo 
money,  by  means  of  the  Government's  own 
officers.  This  went  far  beyond  the  snb-treasnry. 
That  did  not  propose  the  buying  and  selling  of 
bUls  of  exchange ;  tiiis  did.  That  did  not  pro- 
pose the  receiving  the  deposits  of  individnals. 
That  did  not  propose  a  board  of  directors ;  this 
did.  That  did  not  propose  branches  In  the 
States ;  this  did.  It  would,  therefore,  be  per- 
ceived thst  it  went  beyond  the  sub-treasury  In 
its  likeness  to  a  bank. 

Mr.  Qmnmos  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  reminded  the  House  that  this  was  private- 
bill  day. 

Mr.  Oavb  Jobsbon  called  for  tellerB,  and  th^ 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Jacob  Tbokpbom  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CiiBEnKa  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay^ 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  token,  re- 
sulted—yeas 66,  nays  141. 

So  the  resolation  was  not  l^d  on  the  taUe. 

The  qaestion  then  reonrred  on  the  previous 
qoeetion,  and  tellers  were  called  and  ordered, 

Mr,  OnsHiNo  withdrew  his  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  not "  from  tiie  resolu- 
tion of  the  m^ortty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  wnieh  affirmed  that  it  was  "  not " 
expedient  to  adopt  the  Ezeoutive  plan  of  the 
exchequer. 

Mr,  BoABOVAM  and  Rkid  were  then  appoint- 
ed tellers  to  take  the  vote  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  prerioTU  question-  and  they 
reported  98  In  the  affirmative,  and  ?S  In  the 
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TI»Ortgim  Ternt»rf. 


negative ;  so  there  was  a  aeoond.  The  main 
queBtioD  waa  alao  ordered  to  bepnt.  Tlieqttea- 
tioii  then  recurred  on  the  rcaolatitHi  ol  the 
minorit]'  of  the  oommittee,  which  yras  [ireseated 
\>j  Ur.  ATHMKtev,  in  the  following  wwda : 
And  that  the  Committee  of  Waji  and  Keaaa  be 


.    „,  it  of  the  pub- 

lic moiieyi,  in  such  a  manner  aa  ahall,  it  (kr  aa  poi- 
aible,  lubatitule  praridoiu  of  law  for  aiecntiTe 
^tcreUoa  in  the  roanagetoent  of  the  flnanoea;  ahaH 
prevent  the  moneja  of  the  people  &om  being  used 
tbr  purposea  of  prinie  ipeeolatioa  and  emolomeiiL 
and  ■hall  Tender  the  Oorertt&ent  Independent  of 
the  agenc7  and  Infiuenoe  of  moneyed  corporatlona, 

Ur.  FioKxirs  wiahed  it  to  b«  nnderatood  that 
that  was  not  a  snbatitnte  for,  bnt  an  addltloa 
to,  the  repwt  of  the  m^jotitr  of  iJie 
tee. 

The  jeu  and  d&ts  were  called  Ibr  on  tbe 
amendment;  and beuig ordered, reenlted—Teu 
10B,iiayaI16. 

llie  qneBlion  then  came  op  on  the  adt^tion 
of  the  foUowing  reeolution  of  the  Committee 
of  Wayi  and  Meana,  viz 

Ji«K>/w4  That  the  plan  of  an  eicheqner  preaented 
to  Congress  br  the  Seerttarr  of  the  Treaaar;  at  the 
lait  (eadon  of  Congreia,  entitled  "X  bill  amend- 
atorj  of  the  aereral  acts  estabUahing  the  Treaanrf 
"  '  "  on^t  not  to  be  adopted. 


»u,  uiui.u,  uuw.jB,^aolc,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Botts,  Bo jd,  Brewat^  Bilnai  BroakvaT,  Bronaon, 
Aaroa  Y.  Brown,  IQltoD  Brown,  Cbarlea  Brown, 
Jareniah  Brown,  Boilie,  Bamell,  William  Batler, 
William  0.  Bntler,  Calhoiin,  Thomaa  J.  Oampbctl, 
Oarathera,  Ovj,  Otmj,  Chapman,  CUlds^  Chitteo. 
den,  John  C.  Olaric,  Stab?  N.  Clariie,  Clifford,  Clin- 
lOB,  Cole^  Colqnltt,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cross, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davia,  Bichard  D.  Davis,  Dawaon, 


VMBenden,  EUlmore,  John  Q.  WltfjA,  Fomanoa, 
Lawrence  Foster,  Oates,  Qentry,  Qnrj,  Oilmer, 
William  O.  Oooda,  Gordon,  Gnlum,  Ofanger,  Green, 
Ouatlne,  Owio,  Hall,  Harris,  Hajra,  Hnklna,  Houek, 
Hotuton,  Howard,  Hnbard,  Banter,  Hont,  Chariet 


P.  Eenuedj,  King,  Lane,  Lewia,  Linn,  LittleSeld, 
Lowell,  Abraham  MoClellan,  Robert  UcClellan, 
XcKair.  HcKennan,  McKeon,  Hallorr,  Karchand, 
Alfred  Harthall,  Bamson  Haion,  John  Thomson 
Hason,  Hathiot,  Hathows,  Xattocks,  Maxwell,  Hav- 
nard,  HediU,  Xeriwether,  Killer,  Hitchell,  Koore, 
Morgan,  Horrow,  Newbard,  Oliver,  Odwrne,  Owslej, 
Parmenter,  Partridge,  Favnc,  Fearee,  Pendleton, 


Tomihuoct,  Trlplett,  Tntti,  TtmlM.  Tb- 

ney,  tTaderwood,  Van  Baren,  WsIbm,  Wm< 
Warren,  Wadifautoa,  Wefiar,  WfiOmk,  Edwl 
D.  White,  Jeaaph  L.  WUte^  CbiMJfar  &  n 
Uama,  Joemh  L.  WBIIaM,  Weod,  Twka,J^Ai 
Toong,  and  John  Tonng — in, 

Mava.  Maiati  Barton,  Borden,  Bona,  Gna 
W.  CaldwalL  Cowan,  CusUng,  Thorn  1.  Fcbk, 
Patriok  Q.  Ooode,  Halitad,  Hndua,  ymm  T. 
Irwin,  Winiam  Coat  Johnaoo,  Isue  D.  Stan,  tir- 
ris,  Renoher,  llllinghut,  Thoiaaa  W.  'WlUum,  ui 
Wmthrop— 18. 

8o  the  leaolctioii  was  adopted. 

The  House  a^mraed. 

IS  BKRATX. 

UoKDAT,  JaanatT  SO. 
Th»  Ortgvn  TmiteTf. 
Ur.  Toinie  remarked,  that  it  was  Ilatllili^ 
tention  to  detun  the  Senate  long  irith  thi  fn 
observations  he  had  to  make,  as  the  vtr;  dik- 
rate  disona^on  which  the  anbject  had  recerri 
did  not  leave  much  that  was  new  to  b«  aii 
He  thought,  however,  it  wonldnotbe  SSai 
to  prove  that  this  bill  wonld  not,iDd,l>M 
could  not,  be  viewed  bj  Great  Britui  e  a 
iDfracUon  of  the  existing  treaty  behrw  M 
Govenmioit  and  this.  He  abonld  wA  rtaij* 
to  travel  over  the  same  ground  BO  lU^eiiM 
bv  the  Senator  from  Missoari,  (Hr.  Imj  a 
his  atatementa  of  the  fbnndation  of  oat  lidt 
He  ahonld  dwell  chiefly  on  the  UO,  Ml^ 
bj  Senators  on  both  aidea,  that  onr  djtoa 

frior  and  paramount  to  that  of  Great  Brink 
i  woold  be  neoesBary,  however,  to  have  td« 
definition  of  what  that  claim  la.  HeimtedM 
it  to  be  bwed,  in  the  flrat  instance,  oa  ft*™' 
covery  of  the  Oolranbla  RivM  by  Captiia  GtJ- 
in  the  year  1783.  We  have  erideoMfj™ 
admisdon  of  this  fact,  not  only  in  the  map 
of  British  naviMtors,  bnt  In  the  neo^Bm, 
br  the  British  Ooverament  Itself  of  thttn 
pven  by  Oapt^  Gn^  to  the  liver.  !*«  * 
oovery  was  followed  up  ^  that  of  theKW* 
of  the  Columbia  Kiver  by  towis  and  asA^jJ 
ont  by  Mr.  JefibrsoD  Ibr  the  poipose  is  i» 
Oaptiuus  Lewis  and  Clarke  explored  tbteni- 
try,  traced  the  river  from  its  »(«bm»  1"  * 
month,  and  took  formal  posaevon  of  ft«  *'^ 
toiT  for  the  United  States. 

Our  next  ohtim  growa  ont  of  tiie  o««t*? 
of  the  ooontry.  The  Hist  aetaBweot  oA  o 
it  was  by  John  Jacob  Aator,  in  ISll-  u^ 
war  which  followed,  between  this  oWrtT"" 
Great  Briton,  he  was  disposseved;  biit»" 
restoration  of  Fort  Oewge  (Aittiris)  »*■ 
Government  in  1818,  Great  Britrinwwpg 
onr  right  to  that  settlement,  and  eouq*"^ 
to  whatever  dtto  rose  ont  rf ft.  Ii<W./j3 
that  reatoration,  and  long  after,  wa  ""^^^j 
of  any  daim  to  the  territotj  on  the  j"^ 
Great  Britain.    Here,  then,  we  ha*  « ■*■ 
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Aonal  claim— thftt  wbioh  ^ws  ont  of  the  law 
>f  natiom;  for  a]  though,  id  the  first  instance, 
Jie  law  of  nations  reoogoiiea  as  the  first  claim 
priority  of  disooverj,  it  further  reqairea  that 
the  disoorerj  Bball  be  foUoved  up  by  oconpa- 
bioD  ;  and  we  had  fidfllled  the  condition.  We 
had  made  the  diw»rei7  by  O^t^  Oray,  and 
Coptaios  Lewis  and  Olarke ;  and  had  followed 
Lt  up  by  occnpatioD,  which  was  only  iatempted 
bj"  the  foroe  of  war,  but  snbseqaentlr  the  pos- 
aesuoii  was  restored  to  as  as  our  right ;  and 
bom  the  date  of  that  restoration,  in  181B,  we 
have  never  parted  with  the  occnpation.  The 
negotiations  then,  and  every'  negotiation  since, 
show  that  wemalntidnedthroDgbont  this  whole 
period  onr  title,  righta,  and  occnpation  of  the 
territory. 

We  never  have  abandoned  one  iota  of  onr 
claims  to  its  soverelgntj.  On  the  contrarj,  we 
hare  evinced  an  imwavering  determination  to 
maintain  onr  rights.  It  stmck  him  that  Sena- 
tors irere  mtetslten  who  nrged  that  Qreat  Brit- 
»n  bad  exolnslve  occapation  of  the  territoir- ; 
or  that,  from  the  use  she  makes  of  the  stipala- 
tions  of  the  treaty,  she  can  acquire  any  title. 
It  atractc  him,  also,  that  it  was  a  mistake  to 
think  she  will  ever  look  to  the  territory  for 
asricaltm^  purposes.  And  herein  lay  a  great 
dmerenoe  between  her  views  and  onrs.  They 
ore,  in  fact,  different,  and  yet  not  conflicting. 
"We  want  the  territory  for  i^cnlteral  pnrsQits 
-  m^nly.  She  looks  to  It  for  the  main  pnrsnits 
of  her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  is  the 
trade  in  ftin. 
;  Now,  it  is  in  oonfonnity  with  the  laws  of 
nations  that  Indiana — wandering  tribes  like  the 
>  Arabs,  or  persons  merely  traversing  a  conntiy 
for  parposes  of  hnnting,  fisbinK,  trading,  Ac- 
have  been  regarded  as  no  impediments  to  those 
who  take  powesuon  of  the  soil  for  making  a 
permanent  oocnpa^on,  and  converting  it  to 
agrionltoral  piirtK>ses.  It  was  according  to  this 
recognized  law  of  nations  that  Enropeana  set- 
tled oQ  this  omtineut,  thon^  it  was  at  the 
time  inhabited  by  the  aborigmes. 

It  was  on  this  principle  that  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  took  possesion  of  the  soQ  of  New  £ng> 
huid,  and  tamed  It  to  agricnltnral  parposea, 
without  brealung  the  law  of  nations  by  dispoa- 
sessing  the  Indians  who  woald  not  cultivate  it. 
So  in  the  Oregon  Territory :  the  Hudson  Bay 
Oompauy,  not  having  for  its  primary  object 
agricoltoral  pursuits,  never  had  enconr^ed 
more  culture  of  the  soil  than  necessary  for  the 
temporary  support  of  its  employes.  Bnt.  with 
oar  citizens,  agricnltnre  most  be  the  primary 
object.  And  we  have  already  a  nnmb^  of  oar 
oitiseos  there  engaged  iii  this  porsait.  There 
is  no  Jealousy  towards  them  on  the  part  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  so  long  ss  they  make 
agriaultnre  their  primary  pursniL  What  can 
M  more  convincing  than  this,  that  It  Is  not  for 
■gricnltaralpnrposes  the  British  look  to  the 
oountTT  t  The  apprehension,  then,  is  entirely 
E^OQodtess,  that  they  would  view  the  oocnna- 
tion  of  (he  soil  by  our  citizens  as  an  inl^aonon 


of  the  treaty.    Great  Britain  never  will  want 

it  herself  for  agricultural  tmrposes.  No  British 
company  of  capitalists  will  ever  ran  the  risk  of 
inveatJng  their  money  in  such  a  speculation. 

U,  as  some  gentlemen  auppose,  such  a  com- 
pany has  been  formed,  It  most  soon  fall  to  the 
ground ;  for  it  never  will  come  to  any  thing  in 
praotioe.  None  but  individuals  living  on  the 
soil,  aod  onltivating  it  for  themselves,  can  fully 
reaHie  its  l>enefits.  Our  citizens  are  peculiarly 
stdted  for  tiiat  pnrpose.  Those  who  have  goae 
liiere  wish  to  remain,  and  others  wish  to  fol- 
low them.  They  ask  but  the  same  protection 
of  laws  troTU  as,  which  Qreat  Britain  affords  to 
her  BDbJects.  They  wish  also  to  be  assured  of 
a  grant  of  the  lands  they  may  reclum  fi'om  the 
wudemeaa.  All  this  the  Senator  from  Uissouri 
proposes  to  do  by  this  bill.  He  proposes  to 
give  them  hereaAer  the  grant  they  ask ;  to  ex- 
tend over  them  the  Territorial  laws  of  Iowa; 
and  to  establish  a  snffioient  nnmber  of  forts  to 

S've  them  protection  ftom  savage  Indians, 
ow,  may  not  all  this  be  done  without  any  in- 
fraction of  the  treaty  t  Mr.  Y.  here  referred  to 
a  conversation  between  Ur.  Gallatin  and  the 
British  ministers,  in  the  negotiation  about  tiie 
treaty,  in  which  the  British  ministers  them- 
selves Bu^sted  that  the  laws  of  one  of  our 
organ  izadTerritories  might  be  extended  over 
the  country,  thoosh  we  might  not  organize  a 
new  government  in  it.  They  also  snggested  a 
plan  by  whioh  forta  might  be  erected,  and  the 
soil  might  be  cultivated.  How,  then,  can  it 
give  Great  Brituo  offence,  that  we  car^  out, 
bv  this  bill,  her  own  soggestions !  Our  citizens 
already  there  give  no  offence,  by  occnpylnp  any 
fiortion  of  the  soil  they  please  in  agriculture. 
On  the  contrary,  the  most  friendly  feelings  are 
evinced  by  the  employes  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Oompanv  towarda  thera.  It  ia  only  when  they 
engage  in  the  fur  trade,  that  they  ore  looked 
opou  with  Jealonsy.  We  all  know  that  both 
Great  Britain  and  her  Hudson  Bay  Company 
are  governed  by  what  they  consider  their  best 
interests.  Their  friendly  disporiUon  to  our 
citlxena  engaged  In  agriculture  shows  that  they 
do  not  look  to  that  as  their  object.  Why,  tbeu, 
should  we  suppose  they  would  ol^ect  to  any 
number  of  our  citizens  taking  up  Iwd  for  agri- 
col  tnral  purpoeee! 

Hr.  y,  here  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Green- 
how  on  the  aubject  He  also  referred  to  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Mobehiik)  the  other  day,  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  the  Senator  was  mistaken 
in  sunposing  tiie  Hudson  Bay  Company  had 
any  object  of  making  a  permanent  looation  of 
lands  for  agricultural  purposes  or  settlementa. 
The  whole  matter  was  explained  by  Mr.  Lea. 
He  B^s  the  greater  portion  of  the  settlers  on 
the  lands  are  mladonoriea,  who  proceeded  to 
the  territory  for  the  benevolent  object  of  bene- 
fiting the  Indiana,  by  teaching  them  the  truths 
of  Christianity,  and  the  usages  of  civilized  life. 
In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  it  was  found  essen- 
tial that  they  ihoold  oooopy  and  fann  some 
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Und — boQi  for  sabsistenoe,  and  with  r  view  of 
iDstmoting  the  Ind!«iu  in  the  adTantsffee  of 
cnltivBtioii,  over  the  precarioof  means  of  hii|i- 
porting  life  before  known  to  them.  At  the 
Ibrta  of  the  Hodson  Baj*  Oompany,  no  more 
land  la  onltiTsted  than  is  abaolatelj  uecessarr 
to  snpplf  the  wonts  of  those  eoKSged  in  the 
ptimarj  oecopation  of  the  fur  trade.  There  is 
nothing  like  an  effort  or  disposition  to  make 
permanent  settlements.  It  Is  s  mere  temporal? 
ooonpation.  There  is  nothing  even  of  a  perma- 
nent charuter  in  Uie  forts  of  the  Hudson  Ba; 
Oompuiy.  They  are  mere  stookado-forts,  pei 
ishable  in  their  natnre,  and  only  calonlatea  fa 
defence  against  Indians.  He  mentioned  all 
this  to  show  there  will  he  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  onr  citizens  settling  in  the  conntry. 
The  Endson  Bay  Company  can  hare  no  objoo- 
tdon,  and  will  make  none,  to  agricnltnrs]  set- 
Uemente.  Now,  this  being  the  case,  what  is 
there,  really,  in  Uie  present  Dillj  to  give  offeuce  I 
Kot  the  apprwriation  of  portions  of  the  soil 
fin*  Bgrionltnral  pnrpoaes ;  fbr  no  objection  is 
mode  to  that  now,  nor  will  there  be  after  this 
bUl  pasMS.  Kot  the  estafaliabioGnt  of  forU; 
fin-  Uiat  was  sn^gested  by  the  BritiBh  them- 
■elves,  and  the  example  has  been  set  by  them. 
ZTot  ute  proteetiMi  of  onr  citizens  by  the  ez- 
tendon  of  our  Territorial  laws  orer  the  Terri- 
tory ;  for  they  also  suggested  that,  and  set  the 
example.  Snppose  they  should  object  to  any 
one  of  these  tnings :  con  we  not  say  to  them, 
"  Yon  have  done  it ;  and  If  the  treaty  an- 
thorisea  yon,  it  anthorizes  ns  ? "  And  as  to  the 
ocoaiwtioa  of  the  fort  at  the  month  of  tlie  Co- 
Imnbia  Jtiver :  was  it  not  Mr.  Astor  who  Srst 
bnilt  it  ?  and  was  it  not  restored  to  ns  in  1818, 
beoanse  the  right  of  ponession  was  ' 
Bare  we  not  kept  it  ever  since ;  and 

not  now  either  rep^  it,  rebaild  It,  or  „. 

it,  at  onr  pleasure,  without  canse  of  offence  ? 
What  else  does  this  bill  propose  to  do?  To 
establish  two  ladian  agendesi  What  objection 
can  there  be  to  that  I  It  is  well  known  to  tlie 
British  that  onr  practice  is  to  appoint  Indian 
agents  to  protect  and  control  the  Indians  in 
our  territories.  They  know  we  have  territory 
In  Oregon,  and  Indians  on  it.  They  know  that 
the  dn^  of  onr  Indian  agents  by  no  means  in- 
terfereswlth  their  for  trade.  And  with  respect 
to  the  Jurisdiction  to  be  extended  over  the 
eonntry,  do  we  not  propose  to  avoid  any  Inter- 
ference with  British  J^sdiction,  by  the  provi- 
don  that  any  snbjeots^f  England  aooosed  of 
offence  nnder  our  laws  shall  be  transferred  for 
trial  to  British  authority  I  No  difficulty  or 
objection  can  therefore  arise  ont  of  that  portion 
of  the  bill  The  next  provisioo  is,  that  tlOO,- 
000  shall  be  appropriated  to  carry  out  the 
measnre.  Itwas  to  be  lamented  that  the  treas- 
ury was  In  ita  present  condition.  Bat  it  did 
not  seem  tohim  tooomewell  fr<»ntbe  Senators 
of  the  old  States  to  ot^jeot  to  this  small  item  of 
(100,000,  and.  In  short,  to  every  appropriation 
required  for  the  new  States  and  Tenitories, 
Tliey  ahonld  contrast  the  impropriations  for  the 
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old  States  with  those  fbr  the  mv  ;  ud  bcfm 
they  object  to  the  latter,  Judge  Urij  ■hitbt 
It  was  JOEt  or  generons  in  than  to  beunt  oi- 

Jectors.  Yet  now  seldom  were  thcjfi«q)nd 
to  mete  out  to  the  new  States  even  tbentasm 
of  Jnstiee.  It  was  with  the  utmost  H&titj 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Vr.  C 


000  to  remove  some  of  Ihe  inqiedinwiiti  to 
navigation  in  the  Weetem  wHers.  He  sad 
annual  appropriation  for  that  ol^ect,^!*!^ 
sary,  had  been  withheld  for  twoorthmjcn 
In  the  Jast  effort,  too,  to  obtain  sa  BFprqtulin 
for  the  Western  armory,  did  not  the  pr^oidir 
ance  of  the  interests  of  the  old  States  preral  n 
ootitdownto  thepaltrySQmoftfi,Mai  flf 
should  the  conditiOD  of  the  tntim  ht  w 
stantly  held  np  as  an  excnse  for  not  ianf  jt 
tioe  to  the  West,  while  the  t 
and  useless  ^tpropriations  are  Isvidted  ^ 
where!  Look  at  the  appropriatkiDs  rtrat 
mended  to  Oongrees  this  seasim.  Hit  td 
tea  times  the  anionnt  re<^mred  by  this  la!  h 
retrenched  fromtheml  Whatooanoolslkt 
for  SQCh  an  increased  and  eztravagut  unl 
establishment  f  Does  not  every  one  w  U 
smaller  vessels  of  war  would  do  man  tmii 
for  the  conntt7  than  those  larpe  ud  ntjj 
frigates,  too  unwiddy  to  act  wiu  rakhij  a 
effect) 

When  all  this  would  t>e  duly  conntecilit 
was  in  hopes  the  Senators  of  the  old  ^m 
would  drop  their  olfjectlons  to  this  apimfrs- 
tion  of  1100,000. 

He  trusted  he  had  established  s  cdoot 
number  of  points  to  show  thst  gtoStwaitet 
mistaken  in  supposing  this  bill  could  ouu  bJ 
difflonlty  with  Great  Britain.  He  hid  ii«i 
that  our  claim  to  the  territory  is  thebtettiui; 
that  we  have  a  right  paramonot  to  a;  it 
Great  Britain  posaibiy  can  hare ;  tlut  Tt  bn 
priority  of  possession,  which  we  hsn  ate 
parted  with ;  that  wo  can  gite  no  offaw  ti 
Great  Britain  in  doing  what  she  notstd  U 
ns  we  might  do,  and  what  die  herseliMsdw; 
that  the  occupation  of  the  soil  by  our  diiM 
is  a  le^timate  ocoopation  for  ogricnlliinl  f- 
pose^  to  which  she,  merely  in  ponuK  of  ia 
mercial  objects,  cannot  o^ect;  thjt«w« 
no  direct  grant,  and  only  nndertsks  la  d>  B 
hereafter— a  provlaion  which,  by  the  wdfto 
and  undeviatmg  practice  of  onr  OowMtrt 
ia  never  carried  ont  till  we  have  eitiijo*" 
all  other  clums  of  titie,  as  evinced  hjMtot 
form  extinction  of  Indian  tilles ;  <nd  tatw 
only  raising  objection^  whi(i,ffiMt'<^ 
here,  never  would  bo  tboiq^t  rfl^Gn*** 
ain.  It  wonld  be  very  wdl  andww  ff 
Great  Britun  that,  as  a  n^oti^M  {« E"^ 
for  the  adjustment  of  bomidsry,  (sod  b  f 
lieved  that  was  the  only  qoeatioB  tii^' 
the  negotiations  about  Oregon,)  thi»  &"«J 
ment  would  not  carry  oat  the  proraw  f 
that  question  waa  settled.  Ihs  F^J!^ 
nature  of  the  provision  wouU  b«  so  eonW*'- 
The  British  QoTWnm«it  oouU  notte^"""' 
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ftrning  it,  knowing  that,  aooording  to  nndevi- 
ati]^. practices  we  cotild  not  for  some  years 
(fimr  or  fire  At  least)  take  the  prelimioary  step 
ofeitiiwaiahingthelndiaa  tjtle;  without  ao- 
CMoplUhing  whudi,  we  never  m«ke  grants  of 
lands.  Thu  if  neb  a  plain  view  of  the  oase^ 
tliat  it  seemed  strange  gentlemen  should  over- 
look it.  Keeping  it  in  Tiew,  they  certainly 
could  not  find  any  proviMon  in  the  bill  Jn^tly 
meriting  the  Direction  that  it  oonld  give  oSeace 
to  Great  Britain.  For  his  part,  he  viewed  it  in 
altogether  a  different  light.  He  regarded  it  as 
he  wu  sore  the  British  themselves  would  re- 
gard it — aa  a  great  peace  measure.  Instead  of 
one  csloulated  to  prodooe  strife.  With  these 
ccDviotions,  be  slionld  himself  vote  for  the 
bill. 

Kr.  Liim  did  not  rise  to  oonenme  more  than 
k  very  few  tnoments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
Indeed,  he  felt  it  nnneoeasan-  to  do  so,  after 
the  veiV  Incid  statement  of  the  Senator  from 
DUnois,  placing  the  matter  on  the  plain  mmnils 
on  which  it  should  be  viewed.  He  Qir.  L.) 
should,  therefore,  not  say  another  word  on  the 
subject  of  title,  for  that  was  conceded;  nor  was 
it  necessary  to  reci^ulate  what  had  already 
been  ao  repeatedly  orged.  He  was  sonj  the 
proposition  was  made  to  recommit  the  bill, 
becanse  he  knew,  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  would  be  fatal ;  as  a  delay  most  arise 
which  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  up  the 
snbject  agun  at  too  late  a  day  to  pass  it 
tbroDgh  the  oUier  House,  amidst  the  multipli- 
city of  business  at  the  close  of  the  sestdon. 

This  bill  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  oare, 
and  with  the  special  object  of  not  laavlDg  It 
obnoxiona  to  the  objection  that  it  oonld  becon- 
Ridered  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  witb  Great 
Britain.  Indeed^  so  sompulonalv  had  it  been 
drawii  np,  that,  instead  of  estenmns  our  Terri- 
torial laws  over  the  oonntry,  meielf  Bs  Qreat 
Britun  sacgested  we  might  do,  withoat  t>eing 
liable  to  oDjeoticoi  on  her  part,  that  provision 
:>(  the  bill  bad  been  made  to  guard  agaiDSt  any 
xisaible  in&insement  on  the  rights  of  the  Bnl>- 
feota  uf  Great  Brit^  ooming  under  the  opera- 
ion  of  these  laws;  and  it  is  provided  that 
BritJah  anltjecta,  aooosed  of  offenoea  In  onr  ter- 
-itor7,  should  be  handed  over  to  British  an- 
horities  for  trial  The  British  minister  told 
.tLT  minister  how  t»r  we  should  not  go ;  that 
3y  that  we  should  not  orgEuiize  a  new  sovem- 
a«at  and  laws  for  the  territory ;  and  Uia  bill 
:eeps  clear  of  that,  by  taking  their 


eation  erf  the  means  of  accomplishine  < 
act.     With  many  of  the  pontions  of  tht  . .  _. 
3r  fhnn  Vii^ia  he  oould  agree,  but  he  should 


e  Sena- 


rsw  oppose  conclosions  from  tiiem. 
istanoe,  tbey  oonld  stand  upon  the  same 
round  as  to  yrbat  it  was  right  to  do ;  but, 
'bile  Ute  Senator  conceived  it  inexpedient  to 
:>  it,  he  would  feel  th^  because  it  was  right, 
-w&a  expedient  and  onght  not,  and  could  not, 
ve  offenoe.  When  it  was  done,  sapnose  Qreat 
r-itaia  remonstrated;  what  wonid  be  the 
Ltural  ooniM,  bat  to  say  to  her,  Well,  we  did 


It  beoanse  you  did ;  you  set  the  example ;  If 
we  are  wrong,  you  must  have  been  first  wrong; 
BO  let  US  both  t»lk  the  matter  over,  like  sensible 
people^  and  set  it  right.  This  would  be  th^ 
result,  and  not  war,  England  could  not  help 
•e«Dg  that,  if  we  committed  a  breach  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  a  coiueqnence  of  herself  having 
been  first  guilty  of  the  same  breach  of  the 
treaty.  Aud  as  to  her  resentment  being  more 
likely  to  be  provoked  on  a  point  of  honor  than 
on  the  mere  question  of  territory,  he  should 
ask.  Were  we  to  be  treated  as  if  we  had  no 
points  of  honor  at  stake? — no  appreciation  of 
such  feelings  I  Are  we  only  to  Uimk  of  dollars 
and  cents,  and  have  no  regud  for  our  national 
honor  in  this  matter  I  The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  would  be  coming  to  a  low  pass 
indeed,  if  the  expenditure  called  for  by  this  bill 
were  to  ontweif^  the  national  honor  at  stake 
in  the  decision  of  the  question.  England  is  to 
Jeopard  her  dearest  Interests  sooner  than  per- 
mit ber  honor  to  be  touched ;  but  we  are  to 
do  nothing  to  maintain  onis.  He  never  coulj, 
and  never  would,  oome  to  such  conclnslons. 
He  knew  the  gallanbr  and  the  chivalry  of  the 
Senator  from  Vii^nia ;  and  it  was  no^  there- 
fore, in  disparagement  of  any  thing  he  had 
said  that  he  made  these  remarks.  He  seemed 
to  attribute  to  his  (Ur,  L.'s)  ooUeasne  and  him- 
self a  very  pugnaclons  disposition  towuds 
Great  Britdn. 

Mr,  Abo&eb  disclaimed  any  thing  personally 
applicable  to  the  Senators.  It  was  to  the  sen- 
era!  tone  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  he  had  allud- 
ed. The  Senator  from  Missonri  was  the  last 
man  in  this  body  for  whom  he  could  enterttdn 
unkind  opinions. 

Mr.  Lnm  continued ;  What  the  Senator  had 
stated  amounted  to  this,— that  it  was  his  ap- 
prebenrion  the  British  Government  might  make 
the  remarks  nttered  here  agdnst  its  grasping 
policy,  a  pretext  for  hostile  feelings ;  and  that, 
taken  in  connection  with  General  Jesup's  letter 
on  the  Bulneot  of  military  posts  in  the  territory, 
they  could  not  help  feeling  resentment  Now, 
can  the  Senator,  or  any  one  else,  suppose  that 
Great  Brit^  baa  any  right  to  make  objections 
to  an  officer  of  this  Government  &«ely  express- 
ing his  opinions  to  the  Exeonllve,  when  offlciallr 
called  npon  so  to  do ;  or  that  any  Senator  of 
the  United  States  should  be  rescued  from 
afree  discussion  of  topics  involving  the  Interests 
and  honor  of  our  country,  even  i^  in  doing  so, 
helsobliged  todenoDDce  thepollcyof  aforeiffn 
power  t  Surely,  any  foreign  power  that  would 
object  to  this  freedom  of  discussion,  mnst  be 
only  seeking  for  a  bare  pretext  of  quarrel.  But 
be  had  no  apprehension  that  this  discussion 
would  have  any  such  effect  If  it  could  have 
this  efibct  be  would  be  glad  to  know  bow  a 
quarrel  was  to  be  avoided.  Kothing  this  Gov- 
ernment conld  do  to  carry  out  its  claims,  or  to 
assert  its  titie  to  the  territoiy,  would  be  free 
from  the  same  oUeotious.  There  was  no 
offiraal  act  that  could  be  devised — no  possible 
step  that  oonld  be  taken,  which  would  not  be 
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deemed  oonfiloUng  with  Britiih  iutoreaU.  If 
we  are  to  oonsnlt  notUng  but  the  preaerralit 
ot  hannoDT,  we  moat  remam  penectlf  qnie 
mat,  and  let  BriUeh  interests  grow  up  end 
overapreed  the  territor;'  without  Interruption 
or  remottaitranoe.  Let  the  Hadson  Baf  Oom- 
pan^  go  on  settJisg  the  whole  coantrj,  and 
taming  Its  entire  reeooroes  to  its  own  advan- 
tage ;  let  her  have  undisputed  possessioiiof  tbb 
Kortb-weat  territory  from  the  Enflsian  settle- 
ments to  Uexico,  and  she  will  rejdce.  That 
is  the  0017  w»j  la  which  we  can  please  and 
mtify  that  oompanj,  and  ooodliate  the  BriUah 
GoTemmrat  Any  one  step  we  take,  no  mat- 
ter how  trivial,  to  aeenre  or  promote  otu-  own 
Interests  there,  most  lessen  Uieir  satisbction. 

The  Senator  from  yirginia  mnst  oertunly 
have  strangely  misconceived  his  (Ur.  L.'b)  re- 
marks, the  other  daf ,  in  relation  to  oar  loss  of 
the  far  trade.  What  he  (Ur.  L.)  had  stated 
was,  that  our  toi  trade,  onoe  amonnting  to 
tEOO,000  per  annnm,  had  dwindled  down  to 
18,000.  Not  that  the  far  trade  had  beei 
tingnished,  or  the  tar  animals  exterminated,  so 
■a  to  make  this  difference ;  bnt  that,  to  the 
■monnt  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  annnslly, 
onr  fkir  trade  in  the  North-west  torritorj  had 
been  nsDrped  by  the  Hndson  Bay  Company. 
Through  the  snpineness  of  onr  Government, 
the  Hudson  Bay  Oompany  had  been  allowed  to 
supplant  as  in  oar  own  tail.  The  trade  is  not 
destroyed ;  it  bae  passed  from  onr  hands  bto 
those  of  the  Hodson  Bay  Oompany.  The  oom- 
pany has  ondoabtedlyj  in  some  oases,  tr^ped 
ont  the  oonntry — that  is,  rednced  the  supply  of 
beaver.  Bot  it  takea  care  to  resuscitate  such 
districts 

He  had  placed  thia  bill  on  three  grounds  of 
immediate  national  and  domestic  mterest  to 
this  Qovemment:  First,  it  will  give  protec- 
tion to  onr  citizens  on  the  western  frontier  of 
the  new  States  and  Territories  against  the  In- 
dians oongregated  there  for  the  relief  of  the 
old  Stat^;  Beoondly,  it  will  protect  what  re- 
mains of  onr  for  trade,  and  have  some  tendenmr 
to  restore  what  we  have  lost ;  and,  thirdly,  it 
will,  by  the  protection  and  encouragement  it 
affords  to  onr  citizens  going  to  the  territory, 
or  there  already,  induce  that  occupation  which 
is  essential  to  the  mmntenance  of  our  title  and 
our  rights.  In  relation  to  the  system  of  mili- 
tary forts,  he  was  fortified  in  hu  estimate  of 
their  importance,  by  the  reports  of  the  ezeco- 
tive  departments,  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  sntiject  to  Oongross,  made  by  three  or  four 
Prendents  of  the  United  Btatea.  How  the 
principles  of  this  bill  can,  on  any  rational 
gronad,  produce  war  with  Great  Britain,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  unless  she  is  deter- 
mined to  snatch  at  any  pretest  as  an  occasion 
for  war.  She  has  herself  gone  beyond  the 
point  at  which  she  can  recur  to  the  treaty  for 
a,  pretext.  She  has  said  we  may  eo  so  Ear  with- 
out infraction  of  the  treaty;  and  we  only  pro- 
pose to  do  what  she  has  suggested.  The  bill 
proposes  nothing  Inooaustent  with  the  admia- 


dons  of  her  mlidsteia  as  to  what  ma^^ 
and  had  a  right  to  do.  If  Us  (Hod  he  To- 
ginla  meant  to  press  his  motion  IxtKmA 
tal,  he  hoped  it  would  be  wiA  hutiKtkK 

Ur.  AKOBZBsaid  he  would  bare  iM<^)a6B. 
The  Select  Committee  being  ffisd»q«d,hit« 
at  some  loan  to  know  whatoemmttu  toufa 
the  recommittal  to.  Feiiiaps  tha  CamiM 
of  the  Whole  wonld  he  the  best.  Bnl  b 
recmnmittsl  ml^t  be  dispensed  vidi,  i  ii 
Senate  would  agree  to  strike  out  tl*  [nviaa 
relating  to  the  grant  of  lands.  Be  wnU  bt 
try  that  motion,  reaerring  the  ri{H  d>^ 
iqeetion  l>e  made,  of  put&ig  the  mraa  fc 


The  qnestion  waa  then  put  fat  ewna 
aseent  to  strike  ont ;  bnt  otjeetioBWiiBilt, 

Ur.  Abohxb  then  aM  that  it  kadten* 
gested  to  him  that  it  would  be  hettto  im* 
mlt  the  bill,  generally,  withcet  iubvaai 
He  would  therefore  move  toraeommititklr 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motitm  of  Ur.  Hcxmratoi,  tlie  fvi 
then  went  into  executive ■esricn.sndMMe 
a^oumed. 


'WwBVMSDJ.T,  Fbbmary  t 
Tht  Ortgm  Ttrriterf 

The  nnflnided  debate  on  the  1»*^ 
passing  the  bill  for  the  oconpalka  i^  »* 
ment  of  the  Territory  rf  Ongoa,  aotn* 
the  special  order. 

Ur.  RrvEB  reoogmaed  and  ■^OF"' "" 
fullest  extont  the  reaaonssoaUyanadt^ 
enforced  by  Uie  Senator  ft«B  lDi»«* 
LiNir,)  In  relation  to  the  natioiisi  iaf*^ 
of  the  territory.  He  also  oooooned  »is  w 
in  the  opinion  that  our  faitensti  mi  v^ 
mnst  suffer  irretrievably  by  any  ft"*^  **  | 
on  the  part  of  our  OoremnKot  to  ub  »i' 
oessary  steps  tor  the  oeoapatioacf  tb<  l«»JJ 
by  onr  dtiiena.  With  Sie  ew*^*  ^  1 
mere  fbrraality  of  taking  posseMtm  «  "  | 
George,  (Astoria,)  after  tfae  war,  is  w'^" 
Government  never  had  done  any  thiif''* 
tain  the  occupation  we  elaim  a>  ow  np 
even  the  joint  oocnpation  in  pwrna" " 
treaty.  For  neariy  tiiii^  years-*""  ' 
breaking  up  of  Ur.  Aster's  «t*l>l«™fi 
1818— we  had  been  out  of  posaeawa  »  ' 
British  Hndson  Bay  Company  h»dbw«k" 
the  exclusive  occupation  for  all  P™**^ 
pOBos.  However  limited  the  views ««  »r 
of  that  company  were  for  the  llrfl  W*^ 
years  of  this  interval,  it  wss  taTW"', 
escape  the  convicticm  that  tkae  "T" 
olyects  have  been  enlarged  '"^•^Tii* 
to  embrace  agricnlUral  pnnait^  w*  w^ 
manent  settlement  of  •dieted  P"™fru 
territory.  Pending  tin  «1B«*|«!,'S^ 
BO  long  existed  between  0«it  **^L, 
Utdted  Statea,  in  rolaaon  to  tta^»*T 
boundary  and' other  imttfnf  w*»^ 
jpoiti>onemBnt  of  this  qmatkio  rfw»w^ 
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and  MtUeinait  of  tb«  Oregon  Territory  vu, 
perliaps,  tha  best  tbmg  that  coold  be  done, 
under  tlio  oircaiiutmices.  Now  that  tbene 
leading  difficulties  have  beeu  so  Lappilj  a^Joet- 
«d  b/  tbe  lat«  treotj,  it  seemed  to  be  the  proper 
time  for  taking  some  steps  on  the  part  of  onr 
Qovernment  to  preserre  our  rights. 

lifr.  R.  reviewed  the  irhole  hiatbrj  of  oar 
title,  and  showed  that  it  took  ita  origin  in  the 
origuul  ohartera  granting  to  our  ancestors  the 
terrUorj  &oin  sea  to  sea — bom  the  Atlantic  to 
Ota  Pacific;  He  recapitolated  the  historj  of 
iha  Oolombia  River,  and  all  the  arsnmsnta  of 
title  fonnded  on  discover;- ;  and  from  all  these, 
be  proved  that  we  stood  on  suite  a  different 
fonndatjon  ironx  tliat  on  whicn  Great  Britun 
would  stand,  'We  clumed  the  sovereignty  as 
onis  by  right  of  diMOverv.  But  if  we  neglect- 
ed the  condition  of  the  law  of  nations,  which 
requires  that  we  should  follow  op  the  discovery 
t^  occupation,  Great  Britdn  might  contend 
that  oar  negleot  was  a  wMver  of  oar  right 
The  terms  of  the  exist^g  treatv  had,  however, 
saved  onr  claim  on  the  ground  of  discovery ; 
bat  we  could  no  longer,  with  safetf ^  refr^ 
from  wma  effldent  act  of  joint  ocoapaUou,  con- 
sistent with  onr  obligations  and  good  faith 
under  the  treatv.  He  considered  the  provi^na 
of  this  bill,  with  the  exception  of  that  proposed 
to  b«  stricken  ont,  were  in  strict  oonfonnitj 
with  the  spirit  and  meauiair  of  the  convention, 
and  snch  as  would  be  oeifeotly  unexceptiona- 
ble. He  therefore  wonld  vote  for  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  billi  and  if  the  provinon  for 
grants  of  land  ahonid  be  stricken  out,  he  would 
give  a  hearty  support  to  the  lull, 

Ur.  BsvDCR  hoped  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr,  Abohbb)  would  modify  his  motion,  which 
he  now  nndentood  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  forugn  Belationa,  so  as  to 
tiMlce  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Asomnthen  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  *  Select  Committee. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  eieontive  session ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

A^JoDined. 


TaimanAT,  Fetanarx  S, 
Th»  Ortgon  Ttrritoff. 

The  special  order  hrongbt  up  the  nnflniiilied 
debate  on  the  question  of  passmg  the  bill  for 
tha  oecopation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territoi^ — tlie  motion  pending  being  that  of 
rooomimttiag  the  bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 

]£r.  Bkbton  said  there  was  one  point  on 
which  every  Senator  who  had  yet  spoken  con- 
curred— that  the  title  to  the  Territory  waa  in 
the  United  States.  The  land  being  onr  proper- 
ty, we  have  an  nnquestionable  ri^ht  to  moke 
whatever  use  of  it  we  desire.  It  is  enough  for 
OS  to  know  we  are  riglit,  for  ns  to  do  whatever 
we  think  it  is  our  best  interest  to  do  with  our 
own  property.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  be 
offended  at  this.    If  any  other  power  tdkes' 


offence  at  whet  we  propose  to  do  with  our  own 
property,  that  sbonld  be  no  reason  why  we 
shonld  not  do  it.  The  same  argnmenta  nsed 
on  this  occasion  to  tie  up  onr  hands  from  doing 
any  thing  lest  it  might  provoke  a  collision  with 
another  power,  had  been  pnsbed  quite  as  far 
when  General  Jackson  detomined  to  in«st  upon 
onr  rights  from  France.  Tet,  beoaase  General 
Jacksmt  was  right,  he  perristed ;  and  the  resnlt 
WM  contrary  to  the  predictions  of  the  timid— 
we  obtained  onr  right,  and  there  waa  no  colli- 
rion.  Were  we  now  to  porsae  the  same  conrse, 
we  would  maintain  our  right  too,  and  there 
wonld  benocoliinon.  Buteven  if  there  sbonld 
be  war  in  consequence  of  onr  doing  what  we 
have  an  nnqaestionable  right  to  do  with  onr 
own  property :  that  shonld  not  stop  na.  We 
know  we  are  right,  and  we  leave  the  conse- 
quences of  maintainins  onr  rights  in  the  hands 
of  Him  who  sides  with  Justice. 

It  haa  been  said  that  we  shotdd  leave  onr 
cause  to  time — that  time  was  our  best  negotis' 
tor.  What  had  we  ever  gwned  by  timet 
What  had  we  ever  gained  by  negotiation  I  In 
every  instance  that  either  had  been  tried  be- 
tween ns  and  Great  Britdn,  she  bad  come  off 
the  gainer,  and  we  the  loser.  It  had  been  so 
with  regard  to  the  Oregon  Territory  :  it  bad 
been  so  with  regard  to  the  North-eastern  bonn- 
dary.  At  first,  all  that  Engtand  asked  in  re- 
lation to  the  North-eastern  boundary,  waa  a 
variation  of  the  line,  so  as  to  give  her  a  right 
of  way  at  all  seasons  between  Qnebec  and  Hali- 
fax. When  we  wonld  not  agree  to  that,  she 
offered  to  pnrohase  as  mnch  territory  as  she 
wanted.  That  offer  being  r^ected,  her  preten- 
rionB  began  to  take  root,  and  she  had  oaltivated 
them  BO  assiduously  ever  since,  that  at  iast  she 
placed  henelf  in  a  Ttosition  to  acquire  more 
than  ten  times  as  mucn  aashe  bad  at  first  asked. 
And  in  the  treaty  of  1643,  our  Secretary-nego- 
tiator gave  her  every  thins  she  desired.  Ho  with 
the  North-western  bonndary  line  between  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Lake  Superior :  she 
began  by  asking  a  revision  of  the  line.  Our 
negotiators  were  so  astonished  at  even  this  bold- 
ness, that  they  had  to  aaic  the  British  minister 
to  rop>eat  the  reqnest,  thinking  there  must  be 
some  mistake.  But  there  was  none^  thongb 
the  demand  was  made  in  the  gentie  langnago 
of  a  request  that  there  might  be  a  revision  of 
the  line.  It  waa  refused ;  but  on  that  veij 
reqnest  grew  np  her  pretensions,  till,  in  the 
Webster  treaty  of  1843,  oar  Secretary-negotia- 
tor save  her  everything  she  demanded ;  brought 
her  Dock  fifty  miles  ftom  the  poet  to  which  she 
bad  retreated  on  ber  own  territory  in  1802, 
to  get  off  OUT  territory,  and  to  avoid  paying  na 
dnty  on  her  goods  passing  throngh  onr  country. 
After  having  voluntarily  abandoned  iheir  posi- 
tion on  our  territory  at  Grand  Portage,  and 
gone  fifty  milea  to  the  north,  they  are  brought 
back,  and  allowed  the  joint  occnpancr  of  the 
Portage  route  in  onr  territory,  free  of  all  duties, 
and  forever.  And  we  are  told  this  treaty  brings 
within  the  United  8t>t«  four  miUiimi  of  flso 
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mineral  lands — as  if  we  made  that  gun  by  it. 
To  be  Bore,  those  four  mUlions  of  aorea  were 
wiQiin  our  territorj,  because  thej  were  always 
within  It— they  never  had  hoen  bejond  it. 
The;  were  ours  before  the  trea^,  as  well  as 
after  it.  England  knew  that,  and  had  fled 
fVom  the  emporinm  of  the  north-west— the 
Constantinople  of  that  region — to  a  position  60 
tnilea  north,  where  she  was  siire  of  not  being 
on  our  soil.  What  she  had  been  denied  bj 
oveij  treaty,  by  every  negotiation,  and  by 
every  ministry  of  the  ITnitea  States,  from  the 
Bevolntion  to  the  time  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration, she  had  been  grantea  by  onr  Becro- 
tary-negotiator  in  1643,  What  power,  whst^ 
antnoritybad  he  to  do  what  all  otber  American' 
negotiators  bad  aniformlv  declared  they  had 
□either  power  nor  aathoiity  for  doing  ? 

He  wanted  to  see  the  power  and  theanthori- 
ty  for  altering  the  bonndaries  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  entire  advantage  of  a  foreign 

Kwer,  and  to  the  disadvantage  and  irreparame 
IS  of  the  United  States.  He  wanted  to  see 
the  power  and  authority  for  giving  these  ad- 
vantages to  a  foreign  power — and  paiticolarly 
to  the  British  Government,  nhose  chief  object 
in  sncb  ocqaisitions  was  to  prepare  herself  for 
war.  These  demandsof  hers  were  the  progeny 
of  the  last  war.  She  then  found  out  wha^  an 
invaluable  acquisition  to  her  wonld  be  a  safe 
rood  from  Qnebeo  to  Halifai,  She  found  out 
how  valuable  to  her,  in  a  warfare  against  us, 
were  the  services  of  her  allies,  the  Indian  blood- 
bonnds  on  our  North- western  frontier.  That 
war  had  cost  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  miUionB 
of  dollars.  It  took  but  sixty  millions  of  this  to 
maintain  onraelves  against  the  whole  power  of 
Britain,  by  sea  and  land,  except  on  the  North- 
western frontier ;  and  there  alone  it  cost  us 
another  sixty  millions.    Her  Ilndjton  Bay  Com- 

Jany,  wiEb  its  1,200  men  and  its  Indian  blood- 
onnds,  was  another  Great  BriUun,  which  cost 
us  as  much  to  resist  as  the  naval  and  military 
forces  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britun  itself. 
And  by  onr  late  treaty,  she  bad  been  seenred 
in  ell  those  positions.  She  had  been  made 
etroDg  to  assail,  and  we  weak  to  repeL  She 
bad  guned  every  thing ;  we  lost  every  thing. 

Such  has  always  been  the  result  of  timt  de- 
lay, and  n^otiation  with  Great  Britdn.  Such 
would  be  the  consequence  of  time  and  negotia- 
tion in  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the 
Oregon  Territory.  Some  Senator  had  calcu- 
lated the  distance  by  aea  between  us  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Oolumbia  Biver  at  eighteen 
thousand  miles.  Twenty  years  ago  he  had 
calculated  it  at  twenty  thousand  from  Boston 
to  the  Columbia,  and  he  then  made  use  of  the 
calculation  as  an  argument  of  the  strongest 
kini],  to  show  the  importance  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  that  river  for  our  commercial  and 
military  mririne  in  the  Pacific — cut  off,  as  they 
were,  by  a  sea  of  twenty  Uiousand  miles  in  ex- 
tent, from  shelter  or  retreat  on  their  own  soil 
— and  that  harbor  theirs,  but  unprepared  for 
Uieir  use.    The  distance  was  the  strongest  ar- 


[nnCns. 

gnmant  in  favor  of  its  hung  made  t  ninl  dt 
pot  and  fortifloation.  GeUlemen  ilte  Ulbd 
of  the  distance  by  land  being  B,000  oiks,  ul 
the  expense  of  carrying  out  tbit  bUl  llCCM 
But  they  voted  for  the  lale  tceatj,  b;  vUd 
Great  Britain  compels  ua  to  keep  SOguutJut 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  a  cost  of  ni  btmdred 
thousand  dollan  a  year;  and  forirbul  T« 
recapture  negroes.  And  when  we  have  ttiod, 
what  are  we  to  do  with  tbemt  ^ot  Ultiii 
them  to  the  United  States,  surely.  We  hut 
no  islands,  like  the  West  India  ialands,  U 
taking  apprentices  at  40  years  of  age  to  i«t 
for  onr  mterests.  But  we  are  to  eolomie  li- 
beria,  where  we  have  not  a  foot  of  teirilvr. 
We  are  not  to  do  any  thing  with  our  OTnUri- 
tory  of  Oregon ;  but  we  are  to  colonia  Liberii 
at  anexpenseof  fivemiUionainfiveyeire:  Et 
wonld  next  year  call  for  informatioit  u  U  ik 
number  of  negroes  our  African  fleet  Ehill  biT^ 
recaptured ;  and  he  was  pretty  nue  tki  k 
dividing  the  number  into  $600,000,  it  soa!^ 
be  found  that  the  coloniution  of  Jllaii  b< 
African  negroes  would  ooet  ns  more  j^hai 
than  the  640  acres  apiece  to  each  of  oordlisH 
choosing  to  setUe  in  the  Territoiy  of  Orepa 

On  motion, 

The  Senate  aclJonnied. 


Fbidat,  Febmary  8. 
Tht  Orefon  Tarriterf. 

The  unfinished  debate  on  the  bOl  Ak  ^ 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Ore«ii  Is:- 
ritory,  came  up  as  the  special  orfer— ue  ^Ki- 
tion  pending  lieing  to  recommit  the  lull  U  i 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  OnoATB,  being  entitled  to  the  floor  frto 
yesterday  evening,  addressed  the  Senslt  ^ 
about  an  hour,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Binw's  * 
niarka  of  yesterday. 

He  oonSned  himself  chiefly  to  that  ptraie 
of  the  speech  of  the  Senator  fhwn  Kwcr 
which  related  to  the  treaty  UUly  settld  1«- 
tween  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  snap 
ticularly  touching  the  North-west  BoraMT 
at  this  side  of  the  Rocky  MonntiiM,  Wv« 
the  Lake  of  the  Wood*  and  Lake  ftipmir. 
The  force  of  Mr.  0,'s  aiOTment  was  to  a« 
that  the  tme  boundary  line  intended  t;  ™ 
treaty  of  1788  was  that  adi^ted  by  tbt  tw^T 
of  1843.  First,  he  held  that,  at  t>w»^ 
other  rente  was  known  than  tliat  by  *"•  °™ 
Portage  and  southern  chain  of  wat*r  aw  P*| 
age  communication ;  and  that  the  ■'^^^ 
water  commnnication  never  had  been  In™* 
or,  if  it  had,  that  the  Senator  frwn  »■*= 
conld  not  prodnoe  proof  that,  fhnn  the  w^ 
of  the  world  to  the  year  1768,  a  humB  w 
had  everpaased  from  Lake  Boperior  to  the  w 
of  the  Woods  by  the  northern  ronte.  »3f 
port  of  his  view  that  the  Portage  rouW  J*^ 
boundary  line  intended  by  the  '"•'J'',^^ 
he  adverted  to  various  docnmcnlsiT ««  g 
torical  evidonoea,  and  referred  to  the  m^ 
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maps  of  the  day,  and  the  writings  of  permni 
belonging^  to  the  North-weet  far  companies. 
E«  iasisted  tbftt,  where  he  was  able  to  prodnce 
such  a  qnantity  of  coDanTrent  testimony  in  sap- 
port  of  Lis  position,  and  the  Senator  from  Uis- 
sunri  had  not  hitherto  prodaced  a  particle  of 
evidence  in  proof  of  hu,  the  oonclnsion  was 
incTitable  that  the  sonthem  ronte  was  that 
intended  by  the  treaty  of  1788 ;  and  therefore 
the  treaty  of  1S43,  instead  of  altering  the  bona- 
dary  line,  had  merely  carried  ont,  in  fact,  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  old  treaty. 

Xi.  CoKRHD  renewed  the  motion  (which 
had  been  preTionsly  made,  but  withdrawn)  to 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  qoestion  was  th^  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  and  decided  in  the  negaUve— yean 
82,  nays  24. 

The  qnestion  now  recnrrinr  on  the  motion 
t<>  strike  ont  the  olaose  giving  a  bounty,  in 
land,  of  640  acres  to  each  indindoal  settler, 

The  qneatlon  was  thenpnt  on  striking  out 
the  land  claose ;  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  32,  nays  24. 

The  qne^on  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tlie 
bill  to  he  engrossed  for  a  tbird  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tits. — Ueura.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Fallon,  Hendcrsoa,  King,  Linn,  UcRoberLs, 
Hangnm,  Ucmck,  Fbelpi,  Bevier,  SmEih  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Stui^eon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  White,  Wilcoi,  Williamfl,  Woodbary, 
Wright,  and  TouDg— 24. 

Nira. — Uenn.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barroir,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Conrad,  Crafts, 
Dajton,  Enns,  Oreham,  Huntington,  UcDnffle, 
Miller,  Porter,  Rives,  Simmona,  Spngne,  Talhnadge, 
and  Woodbridge— £3. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  on  a  eonnt — ayes  3^  noes  not  counted. 

The  Senate  a^jonmed  till  Monday. 


KoRDAT,  Febmary  6. 

7X0  Exhegutr  Sill. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  in 

relation  to  the  regnlation  of  the  treaanry  of  the 

United  States,  was  accordingly  taken  ap,  as  in 

Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Kr,  Taluudoe  addressed  Uie  Senate  on  the 
mbject  for  abont  an  honr,  in  explanation  of  the 

f>ro  visions  and  probable  effects  of  the  bill,  ghonld 
t  become  a  law. 


HOUSE  OF 

TnBaDA.T,  Febmary  8. 

I'retenUUion  of    WathingUm't    Svori  and 

Fraaklin'*  Staff. 

Mr.  O.  W.  SumatRs  now  rose  and  addressed 

the    Speaker,  who  recognized   the  honorable 

gentleman  aa  in  possession  of  the  floor-  and 

all  eyes  were  at  onoe  turned  to  him,  and  the 

Tou  XIV.— U 


whole  Honse  was  at  onoe  hashed  into  nilenoe. 
Ihe  galleries  were  densely  filled  with  an  anz- 
ions  and  attentive  anditoiy,  which  had  col- 
lected in  anticipation  of  the  interesting  pro- 
ceedings wliich  wore  abont  to  be  witnessed. 
Many  Senators  occnpied  seats  amongst  the 
members  in  the  Honse,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  poweni,  accredited  to  this 
Govwnment  in  diplomatio  relations,  were 
ranged  below  the  bar ;  aad  all  listened  with 
profonnd  stillnees,  while  the  honorable  gende- 
man  ft-om  Virginia  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging an  office,  not  connected  with  the 
ordinary  business  of  a  legislative  assembly. 
Yet,  in  asking  permission  to  int«mipt,  for  a 
moment,  the  regular  order  of  parliamentary 
prooeedbiKH,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  propor- 
tion which  I  have  to  nibmit  will  prove  as  grati- 
fying as  it  may  be  nnnsnal. 

Mr.  Samuel  T.  Washington,  a  oitiien  of  Kan- 
awha oonnty,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  of  my  conetitnents,  has  honmed 
me  with  the  commission  of  presenting,  in  his 
name,  and  on  his  behalf,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and,  through  that  body,  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  two  most  interest- 
ing and  valuable  relics,  connected  wiUi  the 
past  history  of  onr  conntry,  and  witii  men 
whose  achievements,  both  in  the  field  and  in 
the  cabinet,  best  illustrate  and  adorn  oar  an- 
nals. 

One  is  the  sword  worn  by  George  Washing- 
ton, first  as  a  colonel  in  the  cotoniu  service  of 
Vii^uia,  in  Forbes's  campaign  against  the 
French  and  Indians;  and  afterwards,  doting 
the  whole  period  of  the  war  of  Independence, 
as  commimder-in-ohief  of  the  American  army. 

It  is  a  plain  cntlean,  or  hanger,  with  a  green 
hilt  and  diver  gnard.  On  the  upper  ward  of 
the  scabbard  is  engraven  "  J.  Baitoy,  F^kilL" 
It  is  accompanied  hy  a  bnckskm  bel^  which- 
is  secnred  by  a  silver  bnckle  and  clasp ;  where- 
in are  engraven  the  letters  "  O.  W.,"  and  Uie 


workmansbip,  hnt  snbstantlal,  and  in  keeping 
with  the  man  and  with  the  times  to  which  they 


The  historv  of  this  sword  is  perfectly  aa- 
thentio,  and  leaves  no  sliadow  of  doabt  as  to 
its  identity. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  Qeneral  Wash- 
ington, bearing  date  on  the  9th  day  of  Febniary| 
1799,  contains,  among  a  great  variety  of  b«- 
qnesta,  the  following  clause:  "To- each  of  my 
nephews,  William  Angiutlne  Waahington, 
Geot^  Lewis,  George  Steptoe  Washington, 
Busbrod  Washington,  and  Sunael  Washington, 
I  give  one  of  the  swords  or  cntleanx  of  which 
I  may  die  possessed ;  and  they  are  to  choose 
in  the  order  thev  are  named."  These  swords 
are  aooompanied  with  an  injunction,  "not  to 
nneheath  them  for  the  pnipose  of  shedding 
blood,  except  it  be  for  seff-defenoe,  or  in  de- 
fence of  their  conntry  and  ita  rights ;  and,  in 
Hie  latter  case,  to  keep  them  nnahitathed,  and 
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prefer  falling  witb  them  in  their  bands^  to  tbe 
relinquishment  thereof." 

In  the  distribotion  of  the  svordB,  hereby 
devi^,  among  the  five  nepbews  therein 
enamerated,  the  one  now  presented  fell  to  the 
Bhare  of  SamvA  WaihvMtor^  the  devisee  last 
named  in  the  danse  of  ttie  vUt  which  I  lutve 
Just  read. 

This  gentieman,  'who  died  a  few  years  since, 
In  the  ooanty  of  Kanawha,  and  who  was  the 
father  of  Samael  T.  Washington,  the  donor,  I 
knew  well.  I  have  often  seen  this  sword  in 
his  possession,  and  received  from  himself  the  fol- 
lowing aoconnt  of  the  manner  in  which  it  he- 
came  his  property,  in  Uie  diviuon  made  among 
the  devisees. 

He  said  that  he  knew  it  to  have  been  the 
ndearms  of  General  WoshiDgton  dnring  the 
revolntionary  war — not  that  used  on  oocaaons 
of  parade.and  review,  bnt  the  constant  ttreice 
UBcrd  of  the  great  chief;  that  he  had  himself 
seen  Generd  Washington  wear  this  identiaal 
sword,  (he  presnmed  for  the  lost  time,)  when, 
in  1791,  he  reviewed  the  Vir^nis  and  Uary- 
land  forces,  then  concentrated  at  Onmberland, 
nnder  command  of  General  Lee,  and  destined 
to  co-operate  with  the  Feonsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  troops,  then  assemhted  at  Bedford,  In 
SDppressing  what  has  been  called  "  the  whiskey 
inaarreDtioD." 

General  Washington  was  at  that  time  Presi- 
dent of  the  tJnited  States,  and,  as  snch,  was 
oommander-in-ohief  of  the  army.  It  is  known 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  lead  the  army  in 
person  on  that  oc«anon,  had  he  fonnd  it  ne- 
cessary ;  and  he  went  to  Bedford  and  Onmber- 
land  prepared  for  that  event.  The  oondltion 
of  things  did  not  require  it,  and  be  returned  to 
his  civil  duties  at  Philadelphia. 

til.  Samnel  Washington  held  the  oomndsuon 
of  a  captain  at  that  time  himself,  and  served  in 
that  campaign,  many  of  the  incidents  of  whioh 
he  has  reiatM  to  me. 

He  was  anziona  to  obtain  this  particular 
Bword,  and  preferred  it  to  all  the  others,  among 
which  was  the  ornamented  and  costly  present 
from  the  Great  Frederick. 

A  the  time  of  the  division  among  the  neph- 
ews, wlthont  intimating  what  bis  preference 
was,  he  jocosely  remarked,  "that,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  the  only  one  of  them  who  bad  partici- 
pated in  mUitai?  service,  they  ought  to  permit 
nim  to  take  choice."  This  suggestion  was  met 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was  made ;  and 
the  choice  being  awarded  him,  he  chose  this, 
the  plunest  and  intrinsically  the  least  valuable 
at  any,  dmply  because  it  was  "the  batUe 
awonl" 

I  am  also  in  possession  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence,  furnished  by  Col.  George  Wash- 
ington, of  Georgetown,  tbenearest  male  relative 
of  General  Wasbington  now  living,  as  to  the 
identity  of  this  sword.  His  information  was 
derived  from  his  father,  William  Augustine 
Washington,  the  devisee  flrrt  named  in  the 
clause  of  the  wiil  which  I  have  read,  from  his 


uncle,  the  late  Judge  Bnshrod  Wst^uDgioii,  rf 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  V^orLawnDuLnii, 
the  acting  executor  of  GeDeral  WsshiDgiu'i 
will :  all  of  whom  concnrred  in  the  stilciiu^ 
that  the  true  teniet  utord  was  that  tdMtdbj 
OapL  Samnel Woflhington.    ItreinaiiMdintUt 


intLeman's  poMOSsion  nntil  his  death,  eattaaed 
/  him  the  most  predons  memento  of  l^QIu- 
trions  kinsman.    It  ttien  became  the  profnt; 


of  bis  son,  who,  animated  by  that  patrio&it 
which  so  charaicterued  the  "  Father  of  Iib 
Oonntry,"  has  consented  that  sneh  i  r& 
ought  not  to  be  appropriated  by  an  tD^tidul 
oitTsen,  and  has  instrnated  me,  his  repnmit- 
tive,  to  offer  it  to  the  notioti,  to  b«  pnumd 
in  its  pubUo  depositories,  as  the  commoe  nof- 
erty  of  all ;  since  its  office  has  been  to  tmm 
and  defend  the  common  liberty  of  til. 


Heh 


This  was  once  tiie  prmerty  of  the  [JuloHtte 
and  patriot,  Benjamin  FrenUin. 

By  a  codicil  to  his  lost  will  ood  tcstsM, 
we  find  it  thus  disposed  of ; 

"  Uy  fine  cral^tree  walking-stick,  s^  i 
gotd-heod-  onrionsly  wrought  in  the  fcratf  ik 
cap  of  lioerty,  I  give  to  my  friend, ud  it 
friend  of  mankind,  General  Wasbtngton.  IS  A 
were  a  sceptre,  he  has  merited  it,  indToold 
become  it" 

General  Washington,  in  his  will,  deiiiatb 
cane  as  foUowa : 

"Item,  To  my  brother  Chorlts  ¥iii» 
ton,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  gold-hetdcJ  cx 
left  me  by  Dr.  Franklin,  in  his  will" 

Captain  Samuel  Washington  wu  the  ol; 
son  of  Charles  WsabinKton,  the  deriM,  ba: 
whom  he  derived,  by  iiiheritanoe,t)ii9iiiKn^' 
ing memorial;  and  having  tratugniOedhlokit 
son,  Samuel  T.  Washington,  the  lititt  ita 
seeks  to  bestow  it  worthily,  by  sasoditii^  ^ 
with  the  bsttlt^BWord,  in  a  gift  to  hit  (Mm^ 
men. 

I  cordially  concur  with  Ur.  Wsihi^ln  ~ 
the  opinion  that  they  each  merit  public  i>i^ 
ervation;  and  I  obey,  with  pleasure,  hiivUi6 
in  here  presenting  them,  in.  Ids  dum,  u  <'' 
nation. 

Let  the  sword  of  the  hero  and  tbe  riid  a 
the  philosopher  go  together.    Let  IIkid  b<ti 

Elaoe  omrag  the  proodest  tn^hies  and  ^ 
onored  memorials  of  our  nati(Hiil  i^^ 

Upon  that  staff  once  leaned  thecagtcJ*^ 
it  has  been  said  "  He  snatched  tba  li^in^ 
from  heaven,  and  the  toeiptn  from  tfTUii' 

A  mighty  arm  onoe  wielded  this  swiJ  i> ' 
righteous  canee,  even  unto  the  dinuDilici'l'^ 
of  empire.  In  the  hand  of  Vaahiiiftia,  a^ 
was  "  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  ^'^"^ 
It  was  never  drawn,  except  in  deftoM  of  ■" 
public  liberty.  It  wis  never  sbeitlied  «"' 
glorious  and  triumphant  saeeess  rednw^  bd 
theaoabbard,  withonta  stain  <rfcnelljva- 
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hoDor  npcm  its  blade.  It  wsa  never  nuretidered, 
except  to  that  oonatry  whiuh  bestowed  it 

[Loud  and  long-continDed  plaodite  followed 
the  delivery  of  t£iH  address.] 

The  Sibolutt-at-Abms  adTonced  to  the 
■eat  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  reodred 
into  bis  onstodj  the  interesting  relics. 

Ur.  At>jun  then  rose  to  sabmit  a  resolation 
in  relation  thereto.    He  said : 

Mr.  Speaker :  In  preeentios  this  resolntioD 
to  the  Honse,  tt  may,  perhaps,  oe  expected  that 
I  ehoold  Bocompany  it  with  some  remarks  salt- 
able  to  the  occasion ;  and  jet,  sir,  I  never  rose 
to  address  this  House  onder  a  deeper  conviction 
of  the  want  of  words  to  express  the  emotions 
titat  I  feeL  It  is  preeisely  beoaose  oocsmods 
like  this  are  adapted  to  prtMooe  universal  sjm- 
psthj,  that  little  can  be  said  by  any  one,  but 
wliat,  in  the  language  of  the  heart — in  tones 
not  lond,  bnt  deep — every  one  preeont  has  liter- 
ally sud  to  himself.  My  respected  Mend  from 
Vir^lo,  by  whotn  this  offering  of  patriotic 
eentunent  has  been  presented  to  the  Bepresent- 
ative  AsMmbly  of  tne  nation,  bas,  it  seems  to 
me,  ilresdy  said  all  that  can  be  said  anitable 
to  this  occasion.  In  parting  from  him,  as  after 
a  few  short  days  we  must  ail  do,  it  will  on  my 
part  be  swroir  that  in  all  proliability  I  sh^ 
aee  his  &ce  and  hear  his  voice  no  more.  Bat 
his  words  of  tiiis  day  have  tieen  planted  in  my 
mein(»7,  and  will  there  rem^  till  the  last 
pulsation  of  my  heart.  The  sword  of  Washing- 
ton 1  The  staff  of  Franklin  I  Oh,  sir,  what 
associations  are  linked  in  adamant  wilh  those 
names.  Washington!  the  warrior  of  human 
freedom^Washington !  whose  sword  mj 
&iend  has  said  was  never  drawn  but  in  the 
oaose  of  his  oonntry,  and  never  sheathed  when 
needed  in  hia  oonnt^'s  canse  I — Franklin!  the 
philosopher  of  the  thunderbolt,  ttie  printing 
press,  md  the  ploughshare. 

What  names  are  these  in  the  scanty  catalogue 
of  the  benebotnrs  of  mankind — Washington  and 
Franklin  I  What  other  two  men,  whose  lives 
belong  to  the  16th  centory  of  Christendom,  have 
left  a  deeper  impression  of  themselves  upon  the 
age  in  which  they  lived,  and  upon  all  after- 
times  ?  Washington,  the  warrior  and  the  legis- 
lator !  In  war  contending,  by  the  wager  of 
battle,  for  the  independence  of  his  country,  and 
for  the  freedom  of  the  human  raoe—ever  mani- 
festing, amidst  the  horrors  of  war,  by  precept 
and  example,  his  reverence  for  the  laws  <n  peace, 
and  for  the  t«nderest  sympa^lea  of  humanity. 
In  peace,  soothmg  the  feroraons  spirit  of  dia- 
cord  among  bts  own  coontrymen  into  harmony, 
and  giving  to  that  very  sword  now  preMiited 
to  hu  conntry  a  charm  more  potent  than  that 
attributed  in  ancient  times  to  the  lyre  of  Or- 
phens.  FrankUn,  the  mechanic  of  his  own  for- 
tune, teaohing,  in  early  yonth,  under  the 
shackles  of  inmgence,  the  way  to  wealth ;  and, 
in  the  shade  of  obscurity,  the  path  to  gre^ess : 
In  the  matority  of  muihood,  disarming  the 
thnnder  of  its  temns,  the  lightning  of  Its  fttal 
blast;  and  wresting  from  the  tyrant's  hand  the 


still  more  afflictive  sceptre  of  oppreanon :  while 


winter,  the  battle  and  the  breeie:  besrini  iki 
his  hand  the  charter  of  Indepeodence,  which 
he  had  contributed  to  form ;  and  tendering, 
fh>m  the  self-created  nation,  to  the  migbtirat 
monarohs  of  Enrope,  the  olive  branch  of  peace, 
the  merourial  wand  of  commerce,  and  the  amu- 
let of  protection  and  safety  to  the  man  of  peace 
on  the  pathless  ocean  from  the  inexorable 
cmelty  and  merdlesa  rapacity  of  war;  and, 
finally,  in  the  last  stage  of  life,  with  fourscore 
winters  on  his  head,  nnder  the  torture  of  an 
incurable  disease,  returning  to  his  native  land, 
closing  his  days  as  the  Chief  Magistrat«  of  his 
adopted  Oommonwealth,  after  contribnting,  by 
his  counsels,  under  the  Presidency  of  Washing- 
ton, and  recording  his  name,  nnder  the  sanctioa 
of  devout  prajer,  invoked  by  him  to  God,  to 
that  constitution,  under  the  authority  of  wluch 
we  are  here  assembled  as  the  RepresentsUvea 
of  the  North  American  people,  to  receive,  in 
their  name,  and  for  them,  these  venerable  relies 
of  tha  wise,  the  valiant,  and  the  good  founders 
of  oar  great  confederated  Republic,  these  sacred 
syml>ola  of  our  golden  age. 

May  they  ho  deposited  among  the  archival 
of  our  Qovemmeat ;  and  may  eveiy  American 
who  shall  hereafter  behold  them,  ejaculate  a 
mingled  oflfarlng  of  praise  to  that  Supreme 
Rnler  of  the  nniverse,  by  whose  tender  merolea 
our  Union  has  been  hitherto  preserved  throogh 
all  the  vioissitades  and  revolutdons  of  this  tnr- 
bnlent  world,  and  of  prayer  for  the  continuanoe 
of  these  blessings,  by  the  diqwusations  of  his 
provideace  to  our  beloved  country  from  age  to 

Xtill  time  shall  be  no  more.    (Great  ap- 
ise.) 


Rtielvtd  by  Ikt  Btnoia  and  ZTvm*  of  JUprutut- 
tUiett  of  At  OniUd  Slain  in  Cotignu  ot- 
MmbM,  Tbat  the  Ibsnbs  of  this  CoDgresi  be  pre- 
seatcd  to  Samuel  T.  WashiogloQ  of  Xsnsiiba 
county,  Virgicia,  for  the  prewmt  of  the  sword  used 
by  hii  iUusuiona  relative,  George  Wsshhigton,  in 
the  militsry  career  of  bis  Mily  youth,  in  the  seven 
Tcsrs'  war,  and  throogfaout  the  war  of  our  nstlonal 
ladependence;  and  of  the  staff  bequeathed  by  the 
patriot,  BlatemsD,  and  sage,  Be^amiD  Franklin, 
to  the  same  leader  of  the  armies  of  freedom  in  the 
revolatloiiary  war,  Qeorge  Washington. 

That  these  precious  relics  are  hereby  accepted  hi 
the  name  of  the  nation;  that  they  be  depouted 
for  B^ekeeiuiig  in  the  Department  of  Stale  of 
the  United  Sutes ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resoln- 
ttoo,  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  tbs  Home  of  Representatives,  be  tians- 
uitled  t«  the  said  Samuel  T.  Waiblngton. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unaoimonaly,  and 
with  loud  aoolamation. 

Mr.  MaKxKXiJi  said,  as  it  was  evident,  after 
the  interesting  aoene  Jost  wttuessed,  that  the 
Hoose  was  not  in  a  fit  state  for  Uie  tranaaotioii 
of  business,  he  would  sow  move  that  the  Honaa 
a^onin. 
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Feiihdabt,  1S43.] 

Mr.  Hopkins  reqaested  the  geDtlemEin  to 
withdraw  the  motion  fbr  &  moment,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  stated  on  the  face  of  the  reso- 
Intiona  that  they  were  tmanimonaly  adopted. 

The  saggestion  vas  acceded  to,  and  the  reso- 
Intiona  amended  accordingly. 

Hr,  TALii.FZBKo  moved  that  tlie  addresses  of 
UesBTS.  SnuiKBS  and  Adaiu,  this  morning,  be 
Hpread  upon  the  Jonmal ;  and  also  that  a  copy 
be  transmitted  to  Ur.  Washington,  of  Kana- 
wha, Vii^inia. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  turn.  con. 

The  Honse  then  a^joomed. 


m  BBNATK. 

Wkditkbdat,  Febraaiy  8. 

Praentatvm  of  WathingUm'i  Suord  avd  PrOTth- 

IMt  Staff. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativea,  by  Uatthew  St.  Clair  Olarke, 
their  clerk,  informing  Qie  Senate  that  that 
body  had  paesed  a  resolution,  and  bad  directed 
him  to  ask  the  concnrrence  of  the  Senate  there- 
in ;  and  had  abo  directed  him  to  state  that  the 
Bword  and  oane,  which  were  the  sabjeot  of  the 
raeolntion,  were  also  forwarded,  throngh  their 
Sergeant-atr^rms,  to  be  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Ur.  AsoHKB  rose,  and  said  he  presumed  that 
this  wonld  be  the  proper  oecaaion  for  making 
the  motion  which  he  desired  to  make — that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  immediate  action  npoii  the 
snl^ect  of  the  reaotntiou  which  had  jnst  been 
oonunnnioated  to  tiiem  from  Uie  Eoose  of  Bep- 
resentatiTos. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  foUows : 

Saoletd  bv  the  Baud*  and  Hmat  of  Rtpratitt- 
otivtt  of  the  United  Biota  of  America  in  Cangrtu 
aumhUd,  Ihit  the  thanks  of  this  CongreBa  be  pre- 
BBDted  to  Samuel  T.  WaBbinglou,  of  Kanavha 
county,  Tirginia,  for  the  praunt  of  tlie  sword  used 
by  bis  illustrious  relalire,  George  WoBhiagton,  in 
the  military  career  of  his  early  youth,  in  the  seven 

Ciara'  war,  and  throughout  the  war  of  our  national 
depeDden<M  ;  and  of  the  stalT  bequeathed  by  the 
patriot,  Btatesman,  and  sage,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
to  the  sama  leader  of  the  armies  of  freedom  in 
evolutionary  war,  Georgs  Waahlngtoi 


Ur.  A.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President :  The  gronnds  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  House,  in  reference  to  these 
invalnahle  relics,  not  being  necessarily  supposed 
to  be  known  to  this  l>ody,  it  may  not,  perhaps, 
be  considered  improper  or  inappropriatia,  (com- 
ing, as  they  do,  from  a  citiTsn  of  that  State 
wDicb  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,) 
that  I  shonld  make  some  bnef  remarks  b^ore 


[STtaCtw' 

committing  the  resolution  to  the  di^oMl  tiC 
this  honorable  body. 

Sir,  it  ia  known  to  all  who  bare  read  the  tsa- 
tory  of  General  Washington's  life,  that  Iw  kit 
to  four  nephews  each  a  sword,  one  of  vhidi 
had  hod  the  signal  honor  of  being  worn  hj  Im 
during  Uie  whole  period  of  bis  mUitary  iern(t< 


tion,  down  to  the  memorable  period  tIwi, 
having  achieved  bis  country's  indepcndcMt 
and  conpled  his  name  with  immortiUtj,  be  n- 
ugned  tne  high  commission  which  he  hem,  ud 
retired  to  Iba  eoioyment  of  domeetie  (nnoiil- 
lity. 

Sir,  it  was  a  mark  of  good  taste  on  tlwpHt 
of  one  of  the  nephews  of  General  Ttabin^ 
to  select,  as  a  memorial  of  that  ilhutriorauiK 
most  worthy  of  h«Dg  preaented  to  tli«Cia- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  this  simpU  notd 
It  is  a  relio  of  no  ordinary  valne  in  the  k&*- 
tion  of  that  gentleman,  as  I  am  sure  it  vil  It 
in  the  estimation  of  tiie  Senate  and  dis  cDaiili7 
— having  been  the  battle  sword  of  tbit  bm. 
dnring  ue  whole  period  of  his  immottal  tuts. 

Sir,  I  onght,  perhaps,  to  say  that  tb«n  ifv 
qneetion  of  its  identity,  plain  and  simple  » i 
is ;  and  if  I  desired  evidence  to  sbow  ihu  i 
was  really  the  sword  which  Genera]  Tt^-- 
ton  had  worn  throughont  his  glorious  one  >-'• 
military  service,  I  would  find  snffident  Iomi- 
vinoe  myself  at  least,  in  its  yeiy  [Jaiiuiesnd 
simplicity. 

But  I  will  not  go  into  an  ar^nment  topnn 
its  identity,  nor  will  I  trace  tts  histor;:  tin 
bos  been  ab-eady  done  in  the  other  H<nK,tf 
an  honorable  member  of  that  body,  s  ooDant 
of  mine ;  who  has  added,  by  the  manMr  ia 
which  he  executed  that  dnty,  another  vml^ 
to  his  own  honor,  and  shown  how  well  bide- 
served  to  be  made  the  instrument  of  amTtri^ 
to  CflDgresB  this  invaluable  gift 

Sir,  were  may  be  those  who  think  it  is  mfi- 
tjng  the  dignity  of  Senatorial  bodies  to  pv  <- 
tenlJon  to  the  preservation  of  anch  »nqjenia 
as  this;  hut  I  confess,  if  there  be  aDysndi.1 
am  not  of  the  number. 

Sir,  those  who  have  been  Qie  weeinmii 
oar  conrse  in  the  great  career  vS  liberty,  bn 
not  been  of  the  o^nion  that  snch  meumlM 
were  valueless.  We  have  no  record  o[  ly 
oouatry,  ia  which  freedom  has  ttimi^ 
where  illnstrioos  men,  after  they  have  FM' 
from  their  mortal  career,  bad  not  statoa  «* 
ed  to  their  memory,  and  relics  and  mawna 
such  as  those  now  lying  upon  yoor  table.  <^ 
memorative  of  thur  achievements,  evw' 

S reserved.  They  are  calculated,  in  an  OMS* 
egree,  to  produce  the  feelings  and  the  pnffl? 
of  virtne  in  sncceMive  generaliona.  By  is^ 
Bting  the  memorials  of  great  achiflvoDM*™ 
the  names  of  those  who  performed  tbcm.  ■> 
presenting  Uiem  continually  to  '^•^""'S 
they  serve  to  inspire  the  same  feding)  *^ 
have  prodnced  snch  Bd)!eTement& 
Sir,  Judging  from  my  own  fMiim  no  sttf* 
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nor  msnaolenm  can  prodaoe  bo  great  an  effect  as 
the  Bmallest  relio  wnich  is  latimatelf  aasooiated 
witL  the  person  of  tbe  benefactor  of  bii  oonc 
try.  Theae  are,  indeed,  email  and  inconridei 
able  relics ;  but  who  are  the  persons,  and  what 
are  the  oaues,  with  which  thoj  stand  associated  ? 

"WiSHiNQTONl — when  this  name  is  mentioned, 
who  shall  be  presnmptuons  enough  to  conoeive 
that  euiogj  caa  add  any  thing  to  the  feelings 
which  the  mere  soimd  of  it  prodnoea  t  Wash- 
IKOTON I — of  whom  one  of  the  moat  eminent 
men  liTioK  in  the  present  day,  and  himself  the 
subject  ofa  monarchy,  has  said,  and  said  tmly, 
that  among  uninspired  men,  that  was  the  great- 
eat  name  of  alL  And  it  is,  Mr,  President ;  for 
I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  if  it  were  possible 
that  a  man  as  herolo  and  as  virtnons  as  Wash- 
ington, shonld  be  permitted,  br  a  beneficent 
Providence,  to  be  placed  in  aathority  now,  he 
could  not,  by  possibility,  be  as  great  s  man  ai 
Washington  was.  And  whyt  Because  circnm- 
stances  must,  in  every  case,  form  one  of  the 
elements  of  greatness.  Becanse  no  living  man 
can  ageia  be  placed  in  circnmstances  where  he 
can  signalize  himself  as  our  glorions  Washing- 
ton has  done. 

Sir,  we  may  have  many  fonndera  of  liberty 
in  every  country  and  in  every  clime ;  bnt  never 
can  there  be  another  founder  of  the  liberties  of 
a  whole  race ;  and  thongh  we  should  prove  re- 
creant to  Lis  memory,  and  treacherously  refuse 
to  preserve  the  mementoes  of  his  fame,  this  is 
the  character  which  Washington  will  receive 
in  all  aftertimes,  from  all  races  of  men.  Tea, 
sir,  it  is  receiving  General  Washington  in  a  light 
nltogether  too  confined  to  claim  his  benefac- 
tions as  onr  exclusive  benefactions,  and  his 
fame  as  onr  fame. 

Sir,  thethonsandsofgenorationa  which  are  to 
spring  up  in  aftertime  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  nndar  the  shadow  of  that  glorions  germ 
of  liberty  which  has  been  planted  upon  this 
continent,  when  it  shal!  have  extended  its  lux- 
uriant branches  and  brongbt  forth  its  fruit  in 
full  maturity,  will  all  of  uiem  clum  Wa^bg- 
ton,  as  we  now  are  entitled  to  claim  hira— as 
their  benefactor,  and  the  author  of  their  liber- 
ties, OS  he  has  been  of  onrs  I 

And  Fhaniuk  !— names  associated  In  thb 
country's  history  as  tbe  greatest  benefactors  of 
tbo  hnman  race — FsAinaiK,  scarcely  less  illns- 
trions  for  his  important  discoveries  in  science, 
JTamos  now  associated  by  the  seemingly  fortui- 
tous Kiftof  a  mere  cane  I — inconsiderable,  in- 
deed. Id  itself,  bnt  of  immense  value,  as  having 
belonged  to  hira. 

Sir,  tbe  disooveriea  of  Franklin,  as  a  philoso- 
pher, (for  I  mean  now  only  to  pay  a  poseing 
tribute  to  him  in  that  view,)  will  hereafter  be 
considered  as  most  extraordinary  benefactions 
to  the  cause  of  science — greater  than  those  of 
any  man  that  has  lived  in  any  age  of  the  world. 

Such  are  the  names  which  are  here  associat- 
ed by  these  trifling  gifts  I  And  what  is  it  tliat 
the  Senate  is  now  called  upon  to  do  by  this 
r«eolQtioa  t    To  p^  a  pasdng  tribute  ot  hom- 
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age  or  admiration  ?  No ;  that  is  not  the  word 
to  be  employed  in  speaking  of  either  of  these 
men :  It  is  not  homage — it  Is  not  admiration ; 
there  is  but  a  mngle  word  in  our  language  that 
will  express  it — t^e  tribute  of  our  veneration. 

Bir,  It  was  tbe  simplicity  of  the  style  of  onr 
venerated  Franklin  which  disdnmiished  him  as 
much  as  his  eminent  virtues,  ana  his  profound 
knowledge,  and  his  glorious  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  liberty  as  well  as  Bmenoe.  He  said 
of  General  Washington — the  friend  of  liberty 
and  tbe  friend  of  mankind — that  he  deserved  a 
sceptre.  Sir,  that  great  man  not  only  merited, 
but  he  gained  a  sceptre.  It  was  thought,  at  the 
period  of  his  demise,  not  too  great  pr^se  to  ea^ 
that  he  was  enthroned  in  Uie  hearts  of  his 
countrymen.  And  thus  it  is  that  he  is  destined 
to  be  sceptred  in  the  estimation  and  the  admi* 
ration  of  all  succeeding  ages. 

Hr.  President,  I  shall  dett^n  the  Senate  no 
longer.  The  inconsiderable  meed  of  praise 
which  I  feel  proud  to  bestow  upon  those  illns- 
trious  names  shall  no  longer  be  an  interruption 
or  Impediment  to  the  expression  which  I  know 
the  Senate  is  ready  to  make — of  that  tribute  of 
veneration  so  justly  due  to  the  benefactors  of 


The  resolntion  having  been  unanimously 
adopted, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Axonxn,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

H0U8K  or  ltKFB£8SSTATIV£B. 

Wkdnesoat,  February  8. 
7^  Xatumal  £elia. 

Mr.  Tauafkbso  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, prefaced  with  a  few  observations,  which 
were  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk : 

Raolwd,  That  SO.OOO  coplM  of  the  full  jonnul 
of  the  prooeediuRs  of  the  House  on  the  preteatation 
of  the  sword  of  Wuhington,  be  printed  for  dis- 
tribution b;  the  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bniaoa  begged  permission  to  amend  the 
journal  before  tiiat  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
He  begged  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
JournalTby  the  addition  of  the  following  letter 
of  Mr,  Samuel  T,  Washington  to  Mr.  Suhubbs, 
accompanying  tbe  aword  and  cane,  which  were 
yesterday  presented  to  Congress : 

Coal's  Hours,  Kahawba  Oonrrr,  (Ta.) 
January  S,  IMS. 

If  T  MAk  Sir  :— With  this  yoD  viU  receive  the 
war-sword  of  my  gnnd-onele,  General  George 
Wasbiagton,  and  the  gcdd-headed  cane  bequeathed 
to  him  by  Doctor  Bo^amin  Franklin. 

These  interesting  relics  I  wish  to  be  presented 
through  you,  my  dear  sir,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  behalf  of  tbe  natEoa. 

Congress  can  dispose  of  them  In  such  manner  at 
shall  seem  moit  approprlita,  and  best  calculated  to 
keep  in  memory  the  character  and  serrlees  of  thoa* 
two  lUmtrions  Ibundera  of  our  Republlo.  I  am, 
with  esteem,  yours, 

SAiniEL  T.  WASHINQTOH. 
To  HoH.  Ocoaoi  W.  fimnaaa. 
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The  motion  to  amend  wsa  agreed  to ;  and  tlie 
resolotion  of  the  gentleman  from  Yir^ia  was 
then  adopted. 


UoND^r,  Febrnafy  18. 

Ur.    WiSB    called    for   the  reading  of  the 
Ifeaaage  from  the  Preddent,  reoeifad  in  the 
coarse  of  the  morniDg;  and  it  was  read  as 
follows : 
To  tit  Boiut  of  Jitpnttniiitivti : 

I  hcrcirltb  transmit  to  the  Boose  of  Represent- 
atires  k  report  made  to  me  on  the  Sth  InsUiit,  bj 
the  Secretkrj  of  the  TreiniTj,  on  the  nilyact  of 
the  present  and  proBpedtT*  condition  of  the 
flnmnces. 

Tou  win  percaiTe  from  it,  that  even  if  the  re- 
oaipta  from  the  Tiiioui  Bonrccs  of  refsnne  for  the 
cnrrant  je>r  ihall  prove  not  to  hiTe  been  over, 
nted,  and  the  eipeaditnies  be  restrained  within 
the  eitimateB,  the  treuur;  »ill  be  eihausted  before 
the  close  of  the  jear ;  aiid  that  this  will  be  the 
ease,  although  auuioritj  shall  be  given  to  the  prop- 
er department  to  reissue  treasurj  notes.  But  the 
state  of  tacts  existing  at  the  present  moment  cannot 
fall  to  awaken  a  doubt  whether  the  anonot  of  the 
revenue,  for  the  respecttve  qnarlera  of  the  year, 
will  come  up  to  the  estimates;  nor  is  it  entirel; 
certain  that  the  expenditures  which  will  be  aatboi^ 
iied  bv  Congress  may  not  exceed  the  argregate 
sum  which  has  hitherto  been  siiumed  as  vie  basis 
of  the  treasury  ealcnlations.  Of  all  the  duties  of 
tb«  Ooveratnent,  none  is  more  aaered  and  im- 
perative than  that  of  roaking  adequate  and  ample 
providona  fbr  tblUlliDB  with  pniictnali^  tla  peonniar j 
ens^ementa,  and  mdntatniog  the  public  credit  In- 
Tldate.  Any  fkiluie  in  this  respect,  not  pivdaced 
by  unfineseen  causes,  could  only  be  regarded  by 
our  common  conslitnents  as  a  serious  neglect  of  the 
pablie  interests.  I  fbel  it,  therefore,  to  be  an  in- 
dispensable obligation,  while  so  much  of  the  session 
yet  remains  nnex[Hr«d  an  to  enable  Congress  to  give 
to  the  subject  the  conudentioo  which  ita  great  im- 
portance demands,  and  most  earnestly  to  call  its 
attention  to  the  propriety  of  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  public  service  of  the  year. 

The  proper  objects  of  taxation  are  peculiarly 
withla  the  discretion  of  the  LegisUture ;  while  it 
)l  the  doty  of  the  £xecative  to  keep  Congress  duly 
advised  of  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  to  admonish 
it  of  any  danger  which  there  may  be  ground  to  ap- 
prehend cf  a  lallare  in  the  means  of  meeting  the 
•xpendituiea  authoriicd  by  law. 

I  oogfat  Dol,  therefbre,  to  dlsMmble  ray  feats  that 
than  will  be  a  serious  falling  olT  in  the  eatlmalad 
eeds  both  of  the  customs  and  the  public  lands. 


proceeds 
Iicnud 


aitMalher  t< 
Hibllity  it  ma 


>  great  to  be   risked,  If  by  any 
,  it  may  be  entirely  obvintcd. 
While  I  am  for  from  objecting,  under  present 

~*~ I,    to    the  recommendations    of   the 

rt  authority  be  granted  him  to  re-issne 
s  as  they  eball  be  redeemed,  and  to 

ions  which  be  has  mads  on  this  subject; 

yat  it  appears  to  me  to  tie  worthy  of  grave  con- 
ddaratlon  whether  more  permanentand  certain  sup- 
plies ought  not  to  be  provided.  The  Usae  of  one 
note  in  redemption  of  anotbar,  is  not  the  payment 


[!TnC<n 

of  a  debt;  which  must  be  made,  In  the  tttd,  bj 
some  fom  of  public  taxation. 

I  cannot  foriiear  to  add  that,  in  a  onmtrj  u  U 
of  resources — of  such  abnndant  means,  if  Swj  bt 
bat  Judiciously  called  out — the  tevenus^ibeCn- 
emment,  iu  credit,  and  its  aUUty  to  fiilGI  ill  ia 
obligations,  oogbt  not  to  be  made  depcndnt  <b 
temporary  esp^ents  or  on  calcnlationa 

The  necessity  of  further  and  ftaU  pronsni  (gr 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  treasory  will  bt  tie 
more  nrgeat  if  Congress,  at  the  present  min, 
dionld  adopt  no  plu  for  fuilitatmg  the  tnuisl 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  impraiii^  i» 
currency  of  the  conntT7,  By  the  aid  of  a  wiw  tai 
efficient  measure  of  that  kind,  not  only  woild  Ht 
internal  btu^esa  and  prosperity  of  the  coanlnU 
revived  and  invlgonled,  but  important  iHliam 
to  the  amount  of  reveane  accmbig  &om  inpxt- 
tions  might  also  be  expected.  Not  oaly  doMili 
present  condition  of  tfaloga  la  relation  to  iUta- 
reocy  and  commennal  eicbanges  produce  scm 
and  dIsUesaing  embarrassmentsln  the  basioi  ud 
pursuits  of  iodividnols,  but  its  obvious  imikicT 
is  to  create  also  a  necessity  for  the  impoiilios  <f 
new  burdens  of  taxation,  in  ordet  to  sKsrt  in 
Qovemnient  and  the  country  ag^nst  diseiedil  frn 
the  fkHore  of  n 


country  ag^nst  diseiedi 
B  to  (iUfil  the  pobGe  e 


The  contents  of  the  lett«r  of  the  9«itV7 
of  the  Treaaory  to  the  President  of  the  Unini 
States,  may  be  sTumned  np  as  follows ; 

The  Secretary  e 
year  ISM  at  |20,4«8,36B  SB,  U 
the  following  sot)jects: 
Costoms    .  .  -  -   tlS,(IOt,0W  io 

Lands        ,  -  -  -       i,m,i«D"^ 

Miscellaneous  sources        -  ■         l«i,OC*  '-* 

Loans  and  treasury  notes  -  -       ifiWi>  * 

To  which  he  adds  the  balance  in  the 

treasury  on  the  Jet  of  Janoaiy,  eo 

far  as  can  be  ascertained     -  l,Bia,M]  '•'• 


Aggregate  of  m 


♦SS,»»,W  '< 


The  eipenditores   during  the  same  petiod  " 
ibilows: 

Civil  and  Hiscellaneons  •  K4t»>l>i  ft) 

HiUUry  service,  Ac.   -  •  «,18t,t»  "> 

Kaval  service     -         -  -  7,g8I,!il  *> 

Interest  on  loan  and  trewmry  notes  -  \,Sia,m  iH 

Estimated  balance  on  1st  Jan.  18U       tS»:<-'^  "> 


The  Secretary  then  states  that  this  vtaX 
does  not  include  private  billa,  and  oth«  too 
of  appropriations  not  ooatained  in  the  oS^ 
estimates.  Of  treoanry  noten,  there  sr»  V^ 
068,977  69  ontstanding;  of  wWdi  Ibe  "W 
except  t2,«2,8»0  16,  oanr  inteiw*  «ft^«» 
tarity.  To  provide  for  thoe«^  the  Beam 
recommends  that  antbority  be  given  lo  pU" 
them  on  the  same  footing  with  other  trtsiwJ 
notes.  The  letter  then  oonclndes  jiith  •* 
oommendoUott  that  a  doty  be  tmpaw*  V^ 
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tea  and  cofibe,  and  sach  objects  not  now  taxed, 
as  would  iucreaM  the  reveaaes  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  FiLLHOBE  moved  to  refer  the  Menage 
and  Report  to  the  Oommittee  of  Wa;B  and 
Ueans,  and  to  print  them ;  and  on  tbis  moUon 
be  moved  the  previous  question. 

Ur.  Wi3x  asked  the  gentleman  from  New 
"York  (Mr.  Fiixmoeb)  to  accept,  aa  a  modifica- 
tion of  hia  motion,  certun  instrnotioiii  to  the 
Committee  of  Wajs  and  Means,  which  he  read 
irom  bis  place.  They  were,  In  Bnbstaoce, 
iDstmctiog  the  Camniitt«e  of  Wa^B  and  Means 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  finanoes,  and  to 
report  to  the  House  whether,  in  their  opinion, 
the  revenues  of  the  Government  will  be  suffi- 
<^ent  to  Bustdn  its  operations  tbrongh  the 
coming  year ;  and,  if  noL  what  measures  ought 
to  be  adopted  to  provide  the  necessary  ways 
and  means  for  carrying  on  the  Ooverament, 

Mr.  FiLLMosB  refused  to  accept  the  modifl- 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previona  qaes- 
tion,  the  reference  was  made,  and  the  piinting 
[     ordered,  as  moved  hj  Ur.  Fillkobx. 

IS  BEKATR. 

XiTKaniT,  Febmary  14. 

Mnaitcial  Statement. 

The  Fbksidebt  pro    tern,  laid  before    the 

Senate  a  commnnication  from  the  Treasury 
.  Department,  transmitting,  in  further  com- 
pUanee  with  a  resolution  of  the  BenBt«  of  the 
28th  of  December  last,  the  fbllowing  Btate- 
ment,  showins  the  amount  of  accmiog  dnties 
during  the  So  and  4th  quarters  of  the  past 
year,  and  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports 
for  the  last  quarter,  as  follows : 

Aecroiog    duties    during  the    Ed 

quarter         ....    tS,>0S,60«  SI 
Accruing  duUei    during    the  4th 

quartet         ....      a,6TB,>B9  28 


tS,8B4,BBS  69 
Vilne  of  hnports  and  exports  during  the  4th 
quarter  of  1S48—  ^ 

Importa  free  of  duty    (6,4(0,601 
"     psjing  doty      7,1»T,4»S 

tI8,S4B,0M 

Exports  of  foreign  goods — 

Free  of  duty        -  l,088,se« 

Fmying  duty        -  1,319,682 


■    $17,4YS,91B 


Boues  or  bepbebentatitxs. 

TtFKBDAT,  FebnuTT  14. 

7^  I>Utriet  Banb. 

Ur.  irNDBBwooDj  fhim  the  Committee  for  the 

District  of  Columbia,  said  he  was  instructed  to 

report  a  reaolntion  to  diMharge  the  Committee 


of  the  Whole  from  the  fbrther  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  recharter  of  the  District  bonks. 
He  wished  the  vote  on  the  resolntiou  to  be 
made  a  test  vote.  ' 

The  resolution  was  read  as  foUowai 

Jtttohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  fbrther  eontdderation 
of  the  bill  to  extend  the  cfasrten  of  thebenkB  of  the 
District  of  Colombia,  being  House  bill  No.  676. 

Mr.  Otvi  JoBKBOH  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nayi  on  the  motion. 

They  were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  87, 
nays  108. 

Bo  the  rescdution  wse  not  lud  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Wblub  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  said  to 
extend  the  charter  of  six  banks  in  this  Diatriot 
for  ten  years,  without  ons  montetW*  eonttdero' 
tion  or  dAalt,  was  an  outrage  upon  all  pro- 
priety in  legielatiou. 

The  resolntion  was  then  adopted — yeas  111, 
nays  68. 

IIT  BENATS. 

T11UB8DA.T,  Febmary  16, 
AMumptionof  SlaU  DAU, 

The  resolutions  submitted  b^  Ur.  BiTxa 
yesterday  come  np  for  consideration. 

Ur.  BivBs  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  these  resolutions  came  up  as  a  substan- 
tive proposition,  distiact  from  the  resolotions 
of  the  Beuator  from  South  Carolina,  and  the 
additional  resolutions  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  to  which  they  were  intended  to 
be  offered  as  an  amendment,  so  soon  as  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
should  have  i>een  disposed  of  one  way  or  the 
other,  had  not  these  other  propoeitions  been 
laid  on  the  table  by  the  vote  given  yesterday. 
But  the  question  of  the  debts  of  the  States, 
and  the  interference  of  the  Ooaeral  Oovem- 
ment  on  that  anhjeot,  having  been  once 
bronght  before  the  Seoate  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  he  (Mr.  Kivie)  considered  it  hie  duty 
to  present  these  resolottotiB  for  the  purpose  ck 
obtaining  a  direct  and  unequivocal  vote  of  the 
Senate.  It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
set  at  rest  the  idea  whioh  bad  got  abroad,  that 
tills  Government  oan  have  any  oonatitntional 
power  to  saddle  itself,  in  addition  to  its  own 
debts,  with  a  debt  of  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  inonrred  by  a  portion  of  the  States  of 
the  Union  in  their  individual  capacities,  and 
for  their  own  local  purposes,  and  m  the  prose- 
cution of  their  own  local  policy.  The  very 
suggestion  of  such  an  idea  appeared  to  him  so 
monstrous,  sad  tending  so  obviously  to  a 
course  of  policy  snbversive  of  every  principle 
npon  whion  this  Union  had  its  existence,  that 
he  considered  Congress  was  bound  in  duty  b 
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Jiwiffi'm  i^StnU  Otbu. 


[STnCma. 


It  iroald  not  do  for  eenUemeii  to  deof  that 
any  qnestion  of  usniniog  tho  debta  of  the 
States  hftd  been  mooted  to  Oongress.  If  it 
was  not  done  direcUj,  and'  in  a  BobstantiTe 
form,  the  way  was  paved  for  the  proposition, 
and  in  a  manner  u>  plain  and  obvions,  that  no 
one  could  be  left  on  instant  in  donbt  as  to  the 
end  to  ba  atttuned.  The  proposition  was,  at 
the  present  moment,  before  the  other  branch 
of  Congress,  in  a  direct  form,  to  grant  to  the 
State  Qovemmenta  scrip,  based  on  the  pnblio 
lands,  for  the  avowed  pnrpose  of  relieving 
them  from  their  indebtedness.  Tbe  Senator 
from  Maine,  in  his  resolntions  offered  as 
amendatory  of  the  reeolnlions  of  the  Senator 
from  SoQth  Carolina,  had  in  this  chamber,  bnt 
a  day  or  two  since,  promulgated  the  doobine 
that  it  is  the  dnty  of  Congress,  by  every  con- 
stitntional  and  proper  means  in  its  power,  by 
the  adoption  of  measnres  to  restore  and  pre- 
serve a  cnrrency  of  nniform  value  thtoagh- 
ont  the  United  States,  bv  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  publio  revenae,  and  the 
regnlation  of  the  administration  of  the  pnblic 
finances,  and  in  such  a  way  as  shall  be  least 
burdensome  to  the  people,  &c,  to  render  every 
practicable  aid  and  encouragement  t«  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States  in  their  efforts  to 
meet  their  CDgagementa,  and  to  discbarge  the 
obligations  into  which  they  have  entered. 
What  did  all  this  mean,  if  it  did  not  mean  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Government 
to  assist  the  indebted  .States  in  tbe  payment  of 
their  debts  T  Hr.  E.  here  entered  at  large 
inta  the  history  of  the  origin  of  this  eagge^ 
tion,  and  allnded  to  the  recent  action  of  the 
Legislatures  of  two  of  the  indebted  States  re- 
nouncing this  idea.  He  argued  that  now  was 
the  time  to  eztin^ish  all  delusive  hopes  of  aid 
from  the  Generw  Government.  Let  Congress 
convince  the  States,  by  a  decisive  and  nnan- 
iroOQS  vote,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  will  be 
entertained,  and  they  will  at  once  apply  them- 
selves to  their  own  resoaroes  for  liquidating 
tlieir  Indebtedness.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  enter  at  large  into  a  dlscnssion  of  tbe  va- 
rious topics  bearing  upon  this  subject.  Be 
had  merely  risen  to  eoq)la1n  his  motives  in 
offering  these  resolutions  as  a  distinot  meas- 
ure, and  would  conclnde  by  recommending 
that  a  vote  be  taken  on  them,  and  snch  amend- 
ments as  might  be  offered,  with  a  desire  to 
avoid  discussion  as  much  as  possible,  and  to 
express  the  sense  of  tlie  Senate  at  the  same 
time,  promptly  and  nneqnivocally,  without 
further  interruption   to  the  business  of  the 

Mr.  Alzxs  begged  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia wonld  accept  an  amendment  which  he 
would  send  to  the  Chair,  to  come  in  after  the 
word  "  States  "  in  tbe  eighth  line  of  the  second 
resolution. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Hr.  Mbbbioe  could  not  conceive  why  there 
was  such  an  overweening  anxiety  at  this  time 
(d  general    embsrrasnnent — why   there    was 


snch  a  constant  effort — such  rdentkcs  nl 
— on  the  part  of  the  General  Gortnimeiit,!* 
join  in  the  ont-door  and  forugn  dennndiltiM 
of  the  indebted  States ;  States  which  bd  in- 
cnrred  their  responsibilitia  for  tb»  pMk 
good ;  which  had  not  invoked  tiie  inRr- 
ferenoe  of  the  General  Govemmect;  udb- 
te  whose  domestic  arran^ments  tbe  Gesoil 
Government  had  had  no  mvitatioa  to  Dbtnit 
itself.  While  he  disclaimed  and  deDouucdii 
impolitic  and  unwise  the  •asamptioii  <f  ibt 
State  debts  by  the  General  Oovenmeiit,  h 
claimed  for  his  own  State,  as  he  wonU  it 
each  of  the  States,  its  right  te  its  distritntin 
share  of  the  public  domain,  which,  hinij 
subserved  the  purposes  for  which  it  in  a- 
trusted  to  the  (ieneral  Goverament,  be  co- 
l«nded  shoeld  now  be  restored  te  the  Euia; 
that  the^,  in  their  tnm,  mifht  be  iriianl 
from  their  embarrassments  when  tbej  nos 
needed  them.  He  concluded  by  oBeriDg  a 
amendment,  to  come  in  its  proper  order,  tbr 
the  pending  question  on  the  motion  toizmd 
shonld  be  disposed  of.  [For  this  imcniiiDsl 
see  proceedings  of  February  16.} 

Mr.  WooDBUsr  said  he  did  not  ms  te  debu 
these  resolutions,  bnt  to  exnress  sn  tvns 
wish  that  a  direct  vote  woula  be  taken  br  & 
Senate  on  both  the  material  propoeiutK 
An  evasion,  or  go  by,  by  postooDoiMil « 
laying  them  on  the  table,  was  aerogilojid 
the  deep  importance  cf  the  question  iorolKd. 
This  course  need  not  lead  to  any  pcotndii 
discussion  or  delay  of  the  public  bwitst. 
The  first  question,  relating  to  the  ssmn^K 
of  the  State  debts,  hod  been  folly  aigoed  liita 
body  on  a  former  occasion.  His  mind  m 
been  long  made  np  upon  it.  The  Suit  U 
partly  represented  had  no  donbts  in  re«pMtw 
it  It  was  his  belief  that  snch  an  sssoiqXHi 
was  as  fatal  a  measure  in  its  effecb,  « > 
measnre  form^y  to  dissolve  the  I'nioiL  ll 
destroyed  all  the  limitations  betwNn  ll* 
powers  and  dnties  of  the  Federal  GoreranxH 
and  those  of  the  separate  States.  It  rv  a* 
solidatioD,  and  of  the  rankest  and  wotH  chv- 
acter,  because  it  was  indirect  and  insidioui. 

Bat  he  would  not  now  be  tempted  btotk 
argument  upon  the  sabject.  It  wss  ptfc. 
however,  to  repel  suggestions  which  hid  n- 
cenUy  been  thrown  before  the  paWic,  ll* 
snch  an  assumption  had  before  beeo  luw 
by  the  General  Government,  lihia  wtt  t 
wretehed  niisoonception.  It  was  oot  ttti» 
assomption  at  the  cloee  of  the  rerolario^ 
war,  or  since  the  late  war,  of  debta  incmM 
by  the  SUtea  in  the  prosecution  rf  il« 
glorious  Gtmggles  which  achieved  and  mo- 
tained  onr  independence.  By  that  aJsMf 
tion,  we  then  paid  only  onr  own  debl»-*«? 
what  the  States  had  paid  or  expended  txa 
in  the  prosecution  of  thoeo  ware.  Te  piid-j 
or  assumed,  if  yon  please — only  debts  in 
in  prosecnting  Uie  wars  of  the  C~-"' 
and  Union,  in  objects  belongis 
and    General    GovemmeatiL 
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debts,  the  aasamption  of  which  was  dok 
snbject  of  di«iniMion,  liava  been  inomred  for 
State  objects;  tor  locsl  porposee;  and  roanj' 
even  for  banking  aod  other  pnrposee  moat 
tnjndiciona  and  rainons;  and  none  of  them 
either  by  the  request  of  OongreBS,  or  nnder  ita 
legislation,  or  nnder  any  re^Huiiibility  to  ita 
authority. 

The  other  question  was  connected  with 
the  disCribntion  of  the  pnbllo  tandB — either 
directly,  or  bjr  an  issne  of  stock  fonnded  on 

The  objections  to  the  principles  involved  in 
sach  a  coarse — whether  in  reference  to  the 
constitntion  or  expediency  —  had  boea  (tally 
diBcnssed,  in  recent  sesrions,  in  both  HoOBes 
of  Congress,  He  would  not  go  into  any  of 
them ;  and  he  thought  the  Senate  need  not  be 
dela;fed  maob,  if  any,  tn  their  dlscnsMon. 

But,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances, 
to  talk  of  giving  away  two  or  three  millions, 
which  the  treaaary  estimates  from  the  public 
lands ;  or  to  talk  of  imposing  six  millions  more 
on  the  treasnry,  for  three  per  cent,  interest  on 
two  Imndred  millions  of  stock,  seemed  to  him 
to  be  perfect  insanity. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  finance  both  think 
that,  with  all  the  receipts  from  the  lands,  and 
the  use  of  nearsevenmulions  more  of  borrowed 
money,  we  may  be  barely  able  to  make  the 
ends  of  this  calendar  year  meet 

Do  any  gentlemen,  nnder  these  ^rcnm- 
stances,  propose  to  borrow  dz  milliona  more  ? 
— or  to  levy  direct  taxes  for  that  snm,  in 
order  to  issne  this  famons  two  hnndred  mil- 
lions of  stock  t 

Talk  abont  this  stock— for  what  sirf  To 
injaro  State  credit,  and  not  strengthen  it. 
This  talk  discredits  the  character  and  means 
of  the  States,  which,  if  let  alone,  are  perfectly 
competent  in  time  to  redeem  their  own  obliea- 
tions.  Wo  thns  Intimate  that  they  are  nnable ; 
■while,  if  we  step  in,  we  also  become  spend- 
thrift, bankmpt,  and  all  are  discredited  to- 
gether. No,  sir.  Oar  conduct  is  not,  as  the 
Senator  anpposoa,  that  of  a  harsh  or  hard- 
learted  parent.  On  the  contrary,  the  States 
are  our  parents — we,  their  children:  they 
created  ns,  and  not  we  them ;  and,  as  ohildreo, 
we  should  abide  by  the  constitntion,  and 
orders  and  powers  they  have  prescribed  for 
na. 

Let  ns,  then,  speak  openly,  decidedly,  mao- 
fiilly,  on  qnestions  so  momentoos ;  and  set 
the  public  mind,  at  home  and  abroad,  at  rest 
on  this  subject.  It  is  dne  to  the  occasion,  and 
to  the  expectations  of  the  world ;  and  can  be 
accomplished  with  little  or  no  loss  of  time. 

Ur.  HiLLSB  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment for  consideration,  that,  when  ia  order, 
Et  might  be  appended  to  the  resolntions : 

That,  vhile  we  disclaim  all  obllgRtion  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Oovcrnment  to  assume  tbe  debts  of 
the  several  States,  the  jostice,  wi«dom,  and  policy 
of  m  Aing  diitribation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 


lands  among  the  several  States,  according  to  the 
federal  popalatioQ,  is  hereby  admitted  and  affirmed, 

Ur.  Oo?niAD  moved  a  postponement  of  tbe 
snbject  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Ems  said  the  subject  Involved  qnes- 
tions on  which  every  Senator  had  made  up 
his  mind ;  fbr  he  oould  safely  assert  that  so 
one  quei^ion  of  genera]  policy  had  ercr 
received  a  more  thorough  discussion  than  that 
of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  publio 
lands  to  the  States;  ana  there  was  uotliing 
in  the  new  Idea  of  an  assumption  of  the  Btat« 
debts,  or  the  power  of  Oougress  in  the  matter, 
that  could  not  be  fully  considered  in  one 
night ;  ao  that  gendcmen  conld  come  to-mor- 
row as  well  prepared  to  voU,  as  they  could 
on  any  day  next  week.  If  put  over  till 
Tuesday,  either  the  reeolutions  or  bill  for  tbe 
repeel  of  the  bankrupt  act  will  have  to  be 
lud  on  tiie  table ;  whereas  both  subjects  may 
be  disposed  of  by  proceeding  with  ue  resolu- 
tions to-morrow,  and  voting  on  them  before 
Monday;  leaving  that  day  free  to  prooeeil 
with  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  OiLBOCN  remarked  that  he  was  not 
among  those  who  believed  that  these  rosoln- 
ttcms  are  mere  abstractions.  Ho  held  theiu  in 
a  very  dilTerent  light.  Tbe  subject  involved 
was  one  of  the  greatest  magnitude  ever  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  tlie  Sennto  of 
the  United  States.  It  was  fi-aught  with  con- 
sequences, that  no  man  who  anticipated  the 
worst,  anticipated  half  as  bad  as  the  reality 
wi]I  be.  As  the  question  was  presented,  in 
his  opinion  they  were  under  the  highest  obli- 
gations to  themselves,  to  the  public  credit,  to 
the  States,  to  the  country,  ana  to  the  world, 
to  have  a  free  and  direct  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  those 
resolutions.  Considering  this,  as  ho  did,  ha 
held  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law — as  obli- 
gatory as  he  felt  that  to  be  on  the  Senate. 
both  on  account  of  its  nnconstitntionality  and 
inexpediency — as  nothing  compared  to  an  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  theM  resolutions — 
absolutely  nothing.  If  it  depended  upon  his 
vote  to  decide  between  the  two,  he  would  not 
hesitate  the  hundredth  part  of  a  moment. 
He  would  consider  the  time  well  consumed,  if 
they  devoted  every  moment  of  the  remaining 
time  of  the  session  to  the  discussing  of  that 
subject,  except  what  was  necessary  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  tbe  appropriation 
bills ;  and  even  these  should  not  stand  in  its 
way.  Bat  be  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
occupy  so  much  time  upon  it ;  for  there  was 
Scarcely  a  single  aspect  of  the  question  which 
was  not  fully  understood  by  the  country.  Tbe 
only  one  which  had  not  been  folly  discussed, 
and  public  attention  strongly  called  to,  was 
the  propoeition  aUoded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  of  laratng  $200,000,000  of  stock, 
fonnded  on  the  putdio  dom^n,  or  its  proceeds. 

That  was  the  only  aspect  in  which  the  ques- 
tion was  not  thoroQ^y  diecnssed ;  but  it  wob 
aa  aspect  which  required  fnll  and  ample  dis- 
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cnsaion — sncb  discnsdon  as,  from  the  ntLtare 
of  the  qDeetion,  it  ought  to  tvoeive.    That  i 

the  oa\j  practical  fonn  io  vhich  it  could 
presented  to  the  coontrj ;  and  if  there  wi 
anj  in  the  Senate  who  concurred  in  tliat 
proposition — which,  he  mnat  sa;,  waa  one  preg- 
nant with  the  greateat  diaastera,  involTiog,  aa 
it  did,  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  the  puritj 
of  the  consUtutJoii,  the  permoDenoy  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  the  happioesB  of  the  peo- 
ple,—he  must  saj  that,  if  there  was  anj  Sena- 
tor in  favor  of  the  scheme,  he  hoped  he  wonld 
move  a  apeoific  proposition ;  if  not,  that  aome 
one  wonld  preaent  It  in  a  negstdTO  form,  that 
A  direct  vote  might  be  taken  upon  it.  The 
two  parties  (those  in  GiLvor  of  aaaomption,  and 
those  oppoaed  to  it)  atood  in  rarj  differeot 

ritions.  The  postponement  of  action  would 
in  the  side  of  those  in  favor  of  asamnption ; 
for  it  wonld  be  considered  as  a  deciuon  against 
ns.  He  clamed,  aa  a  matter  of  fairness, 
(which,  he  was  sure,  genilemen  would  accord,) 
to  give  those  who  were  opposed  to  assnmp- 
tion  in  aaj  form  an  express  vote  upon  it,  that 
the  conntry  might  trol;  understand  what  were 
the  impreesions  of  that  body  upon  a  auMeot 
fiill  of  such  momentous  conaeqnenoes.  They 
were  now  standing  in  the  midst  of  extraordi- 
nary times ;  the  consequences  of  which  would 
run  far  beyond  tlie  days  of  the  youngest 
amongst  them.  Decide  the  question  one  way 
or  the  other.  All  that  he  wished  was,  that  an 
early  day  should  be  appointed  for  taking  the 
Tote  upon  the  subject ;  for  the  longer  it  was 
put  off,  the  more  improtwble  it  would  be  that 


Senators,  be  hoped  they  wonld  go  on  with  it 
to-morrow  :  that  would  afford  ample  time  to 
investigate  mid  mature  their  judgmenta.  With 
this  view,  he  concurred  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  (Mr.  Walebb)  had  the  right  to 
make  the  motion  that  it  l>e  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Hr.  OovBAD  B^d  this  b  a  novel  question — 
one  that  has  arisen  in  the  public  mind  within 
the  Inst  eighteen  months.  He  concurred  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Hr,  Cal- 
aODN,)  in  viewing  it  as  a  most  important  and 
momentous  question ;  and  the  more  he  viewed 
it  in  that  light,  the  more  impressed  he  was 
with  the  conviction  that  time  shonld  be  given 
for  its  deliberate  condderaUon.  Xr.  C.  pro- 
ceeded at  considerable  length  to  show  why  it 
was  necessary  to  make  the  postponement  till 
Toesday. 

Mr.  Hbsdebbon  called  to  the  attention  of 
the  Benate  a  fiict,  (which  it  seemed  to  him  had 
been  overlooked,}  that  the  first  time  the 
question  of  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the 
States  was  publicly  mooted,  was  in  the  8enat« 
in  the  session  of  1889  and  1S40,  when  a 
lengthy  and  elaborate  discnadon  arose  on  reao- 
lations,  which  he  read  from  the  Jonmal. 
These  resolatiwia  be  oonaidered  aa  roll  and 
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declaratory  on  the  part  of  Congrew  u  nj 
that  could  be  now  adopted. 

Mr,  WAi.Kjffi  said  hia  coUeagae  iru  tn£j 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  qoeMjos  of 
assumption  originated  m  this  Stjuatc,  or  in  t^ 
country.  No,  sir,  it  is  of  foreien  linh ;  ii  ii 
of  BriUsh  origin.  It  croBsrd  uie  Atlaciic  in 
1889,  in  the'  form  of  an  autbeutic  drnil^ 
from  British  bankera,  calling  for  Uiat  "un 
comprehensive  eoarantee"  of  the  tsmnptioi 
of  the  debts  of  the  States  by  this  Gov«nHiiat 
The  assumption  was  a  British,  sod  ut  u 
American  proposition ;  and,  as  snch,  ii  tu 
encountered  by  the  reeotuCions  i^  th«  SmU 
in  1689.  But  this  British  propouitioo  is  ui 
re-echoed  on  this  continent — it  hm  bta 
solemnly  introduced  by  a  diBtioguishcd  member 
of  the  other  House  at  this  eeasion— it  tppeti^ 
in  part,  in  the  rcaolutions  now  before  us  of  lit 
Senator  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evaxb,)  utd  oftk 
Senator  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Uebiice.)  Tbt 
proposition  we  muat  now  meet,  is  thai  [td- 
posed  in  the  other  House — to  distribaw  no 
nundred  millions  of  a  stock  debt  of  iii 
Government  among  the  States,  to  euallo  1^ 
to  pay  their  debta.  This  stock  is  to  ku  k 
annu^  interaet  of  8  per  oent.,  and  professeu 
be  based,  in  whole  or  in  part,  upon  tlupiitiSc 
lands.  This  Government  is  now  in  M 
twenty-eight  miUioos;  and  this  istotdJno 
bundled  milUons  to  that  debt.  Ve  hi^m 
a  national  debt  of  twenty-eight  millioiii,  it 
will  have  this  year  a  further  deficit  of  i:i^ 
six  millions,  even  including  the  Bales  cfibi 
public  lands;  and  now,  when  we  caiDOtnn' 
the  existing  debt  and  existing  eipenditini, 
we  are  asiced  to  add  six  millions  per  snmtnU 
that  debt.  How  is  this  to  be  paid  f  Tl» 
public  lands  yield  bat  amillion  of  net  ttratc; 
and  yet  we  are  asked  to  derive  from  tbeni 

'  revenue  of  rii  millions  of  dollars— ibil  it 
must  increase  aix-fold  the  reveanc  lo  1( 
derived  from  the  public  lauds.  Tbo  IwdiU' 
novr  aold  at  fl  25  per  acre ;  and  we  IR  vf 
asked,  if  this  stock  ta,  iu  fact,  to  be  b*^  b 
the  public  landa,  to  increase  the  price  lii-Jm- 
IT,  in  otiier  words,  to  sell  them  at  (7  W  i« 
ere.  If^  then,  the  basing  of  this  stork  ^ 
he  public  lauds  be  not  a  mere  delDntn,.'0< 
lust  raise  their  price  from  (1  2S  to  t^  ^ 
«r  acre ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  Uk  u- 
itates  are  to  pay  their  debta  by  incr««si>>{^: 
aid  the  burdens  of  the  ^t^\«  of  the  Kestud 
of  the  new  Slates.  Tha  West— the  t^prerf 
and  neglected  West — the  West,  where  scsin^' 
one  dollar  of  the  pnblio  moneys  is  eipoid'S' 
ia  to  be  burdened  with  the  payment  of  ^ 
debts  of  those  States  which  moQopollie  i^ 
or  nearly  all,  the  expenditures  of  this  Go'f^ 
ment,  by  augmenting  six-fold  the  price  of  Uf 
pnblio  lands.  This  is  the  result,  if  this  w^ 
IB,  in  &Gt,  based  upon  the  public  Isods.  "^ 
is  itso  based!  If,  with  hundreds  of  njUnfl^ 
of  acres  of  the  public  lands,  mk  piij^  •* 
mtty,  Jon  sell  but  eight  hundred  tlwiflnl 
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acres  p«r  annum,  at  $1  26  per  acre ;  how  mucb 
of  the  same  londa  wonld  jmi  aell  »t  $7  60  per 
acre)  Why,  not  enongh  to  pay  the  ezpenaes 
of  the  land  Ejatem;  and.  In  place  of  derinng 
bLz  millions  per  annnm,  joq  would  not  reoeive 
one  dollar  of  net  revenne.  How  then,  with- 
out looking  at  the  great  qnestion  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  prijie^tal,  are  7011  to  paj  the  six 
milliona  of  annoal  4aUre$tf  Is  it  hj  direct 
taxation  bj  this  Govermnent!  How  wonld 
this  alleviate  the  bnrden,  nolesa  jon  made  the 
tax  nneqnal  and  oi^nst,  by  taxing  aU  the  States 
to  pa7  the  debts  of  bnt  a  part  of  the  8tate«  t 
And  if  not  derived  from  the  pnhlto  lands,  or 
direct  taxatiott,  what  b  the  oalj  remaining 
resource  f  Whj,  to  deiiTS  an  additional 
revenue  of  six  millions  per  annnm,  to  meet 
the  interest  alone,  by  increasing  the  tariff; 
and,  nltimatelj,  many  millions  more  to  dis- 
charge the  principal,  Oan  yon  do  it  when 
70a  have  an  existing  debt  of  twent7-eight 
millions,  and  cannot  pay  the  interest  of  that 
debt,  mnch  less  the  nnncipa!,  and  70Qr  annnal 
expen^tnres  from  the  luds  and  tariff  com- 
bined ?  This,  then,  Is  a  proposition  to  bank- 
rapt  this  GovemmenL  Bnt,  if  yon  could 
grind  ont  of  the  people  on  additional  revenne 
of  six  millions  per  annum,  by  inoreasiug  the 
tariff,  would  it  be  oonstitnUonal,  Just,  or 
proper!  What]  tax  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  and  the  commerce  and  exports  of  all, 
to  pay  the  debts  of  Home  of  the  States?    The 

Eroposition  is  one  of  spoliation  and  plunder, 
lot  this  proposition  of  assumption  professes 
to  be  baaed  on  a  horror  of  repudiation  by  the 
States.  And  is  not  this  proposition  an  open 
and  wholesale  repudiation  of  all  their  debts 
by  the  States  that  ore  indebted  ? 

Hr.  Basbt  combated  as  unfounded  the 
assertion  that  this  was  a  question  not  enter- 
tained h7  the  opposite  party  until  lately;  and 
referred  to  his  own  inaugural  mess^e,  as 
Governor  of  Alabama  in  1&87,  in  which  he 
denounced  the  incipient  proposition  in  such 
terms  as  had  attracted  the  notice  of  a  disUn- 
gniahed  editor,  who,  in  commenting  on  it,  con- 
trasted that  message  with  the  messages  deliv- 
ered to  the  Le^slatnres  of  thirteen  other  States, 
every  one  of  which  iuA  passed  over  the  sub- 
ject. 

Ha  referred  to  the  letter  of  a  oelehmted 
British  banker  to  General  Harrison,  when 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  asked, — 
Tonld  any  Britiah  baiiker  have  dared  to  moke 
snch  a  proposition  to  General  Jackson  or  Mr. 
Van  Baren?  But  that  letter  was  addressed  to 
a  party  in  power,  which  the  writer  conudered 

Siledged  to  the  views  he  urged;  and  it  was 
ollowed  up  by  a  more  definite  proposition  to 
the  new  Secretary  of  State.  British  stock- 
jobbers, and  money-changers  then  undertook 
to  teach  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
the  line  of  political  and  national  morality. 

Mr.  Allin  wonld  take  occasion  to  say,  that 
be  regarded  the  question  involved  in  these 
resolntione  ta  something  more  than  %  mere 


abstract  question,  the  decision  of  whic)i  would 
be  of  no  import — M  scanethlng  more  than  the 
vague  abstractiona  of  human  reasoninj^  which 
could  produce  no  efiect  upon  human  affairs. 

Sir,  (said  Hr.  A.,)  these  resolutions,  if  voted 
on,  will  test  the  opinions  of  Senators,  acting 
under  the  highest  tinman  responsibility,  upon 
a  question  of  the  deepest  moment  to  the  whole 
United  States;  and  by  that  eipreasion  of  opin> 
ion  they  will  be  bound  in  future,  or  else  they 
will  subject  themaelvea  to  censare  by  depart- 
ing from  it  in  their  future  action  regarding 
this  project  of  issuing  two  hundred  millions 
of  Government  stock.  If  it  were  merely  a 
question  as  to  wasting  that  much  of  the  public 
money,  it  wonld  be  one  of  lees  importance 
than  it  now  is.  But  it  is  a  question  involving 
the  power  of  taxation — that  power  which  ia 
considered  the  supreme  power  under  every 
form  of  government,  and  upon  which  all  other 
powers  are  predicated.  The  (juestiou  here  in- 
volved is,  whether  you  will  stretch  the 
powerM  arm  of  this  Government  over  the 
several  States,  and  penult  it  to  engnlf  in  its 
voracious  maw  all  the  taxing  power,  both 
nati<Hi«l  and  State;  in  other  words,  it  is  a 
question  of  expunging  the  State  constitntiona 
and  Govermneota  through  the  agency  of  taxa- 
tion. It  ia  tiie  assumption  of  a  power  on  the 
part  of  this  Government  which  was  never  con- 
templated  by  those  who  participated  in  the 
formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Ad 
abstraction,  indeed  I  Why,  you  might  say,  with 
eqnal  propriety,  that  the  declnratiou  of  Ameri- 
can independence  was  a  mere  abstraction; 
inasmuch  as  that  declaration  did  not  accom- 
plish the  result  which  it  contemplated,  bat  im- 
posed the  necessity  of  resorting  to  arms  in 
order  to  accomplish  it.  Was  that  a  mere 
abstraction)  No,  sir,  it  was  ranked  with  the 
highest  of  political  acts ;  yet  it  was  as  mnch 
an  abstraction  as  the  resolutions  before  yon. 
It  was  the  Senator  from  Maine  who  iotrodueed 
this  all-exciting  topic,  and  at  a  moment  when 
Congress  is  almost  at  its  Isst  gasp — when  it 
is  Just  about  to  expire.  It  was  that  genUeman 
who  has  thrown  this  firebrand  amongst  na — 
for  a  firebrand,  I  fear,  it  will  be  to  the  whole 
country.  He  spoke  with  some  degree  of  oen- 
snre  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mlnouri.  Why,  nobody  dreamed  two  7eais 
ago  of  the  assumption  of  State  debts  b7  the 
General  Government;  hut  now  we  find  it  ia 
openly  procbimed  in  one  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  advocated  in  the  Legislatures 
of  several  of  thoStates.  Itwasintimatedupon 
this  fioor,  in  the  discusmou  this  morning,  as 
being  a  question  on  which  the  Senate  would 
soon  have  to  act  efficientiy  and  affirmatively. 
The  idea  seems  to  have  travelled  with  locomo- 
tive rapidity. 

These  resolutions  will  allow  to  the  country 
what  are  the  sentiments  of  her  pnblio  men. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  witii  his  stand- 
ing in  thia  body  and  before  the  country,  aa 
one  of  the  leading  lights  of  the  Whig  party, 
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woold  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the 
Govemmeat  posa«M«  no  power  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  States ;  oad  that,  if  we  did  pohsm 
the  power,  it  would  be  highly  impolitio  to 
do  BO ; — if  be  would  thiu  cQt  off  the  hopea  of 
the  BritJBh  cBpitaliato,  he  would  occomplifih 
two  iraportnnt  objects.  Should  hia  example 
be  followed  hj  the  able  men  of  his  party,  he 
vill  have  Bcoomplished  the  great  object  of 
turning  the  attention  of  the  States  to  the 
meoos  of  tbeir  own  relief;  aod  he  will  have 
accomplished  another  important  object,  name- 
ly; warning  the  oonntry  agunst  the  exercise 
of  British  influence  upon  American  politics  in 
the  atm^te  of  1844.  Without  this,  that  In- 
fluence is  as  natural  and  certain  as  the  succes- 
non  of  one  daj  to  another. 

And  I  desire  to  proclaim  it  now,  that,  if  the 
Government  do  not  take  a  decided  and  nueqnir- 
ocal  stand  npon  this  qneslion,  and  say  to  these 
scrip-holders,  Yon  have  nothing  to  hope  for 
fhtm  either  partj,  be  the  result  of  the  election 
what  it  may ;— if^  instead  of  saying  this,  you 
continue  to  stand  in  an  ambiguous  position, 
this  moneyed  iaSuence  will  be  brought  to  bear 
— will  unquestionably  bo  brought  to  bear  upon 
this  country,  and  to  contaminate  the  freedom 
of  our  elections.  Does  any  man  believe  that 
tlie  Bemocracy  of  this  country — the  pnlsations 
of  whose  putriotic  hearta  are  felt  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  Union — does  any  one  suppose  tliey 
will  allow  such  a  law  to  remain  unrepealedf 
Ko,  sir;  we  give  yon  warning  in  advance.  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  do  an  act  which  will  tend  more 
to  establish  the  honor  and  credit  of  this  comi- 
try,  and  to  ward  off  the  insidions  inflaences  of 
foreign  capitalists,  than  by  the  passage  of  these 
resolutions.  Believing  this,  I  shall  continue 
to  press  upon  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  tak- 
Inga  specific  vote. 

The  question  then  came,  on  Ur.  Oosbad's 
motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  to  Tnesday  next. 

Ur.  Walkbb  renewed  his  call  for  tlie  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resulted  in  the  negative,  as  follows; 

TiAS. — Henrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Cboate,  Coorad,  CrafU,  Crittenden,  Evans, 
GraliBDi,  Huntington,  Hangnm,  Herrick,  Killer, 
MoFehead,  Smith  of  ladiana,  Spragoe,  and  Tilt 
madge — 19. 
_  Nats. — Ueaars.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 


The  question  next  came  up  on  tbe  moUon  to 
postpone  till  to-morrow ;  wbldi  was  carried  In 
the  offlimative  without  a  count. 


HODSE  OF  BRPBKBENTATTVXB. 

Thumdat,  Fetnuary  IS. 
Oregon  Territory. 
Ur.  AnaifB,  fh>m  the  Comnuttee  on  Fdteip 
Belations,  to  which  had  been  referred  th«  VD 
from  the  Senate  for  the  adoption  of  muBuei 
for  the  oocnpetion  and  settlement  of  tti<  Ore- 
gon Territory,  and  fi>r  eftending  the  Isn  cf 
ti;e  United  States  over  the  sam^  iefeiti 
with  the  House  bill  on  the  same  sabjeci,  i«- 
ported  them  without  amendment, 'vith  il» 
recommendatica  that  they  do  not  paes. 


IS  SENATE, 

FstDAT,  Febnuiy  IT. 
J¥ns  0fi  ffefwrot  Jattm. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  Usjor-Generd  Atto 
Jackson  for  damages  sustained  in  the  diEtlnt 
of  his  official  dnties,  came  up  ia  order  u  b  'It 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  smeDdiM:; 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judidary. 

Hr.  Lisir  said  the  very  beat  argimKiil  )t 
could  offer  agunst  the  introdaction  cf  it 
proposed  amendment^   and    in  fsrot  vl  tt 

3'nal  bill,  wonld  bo  found  in  the  r*^ 
i  by  the  Committee  of  the  Uanae  <if  E(^ 
resentatives  to  which  this  subject  hid  Im 
referred.  It  wai  recommended,  in  thil  rrpor. 
that  the  money  should  be  granted  to  Gwn) 
Jackson  in  consideration  of  his  distiagiB^ 
military  eervioes,  and  the  gratitnde  due  to  ^ 
for  hia  successful  defence  of  New  Orlcm 

If  it  was  to  be  pot  upon  the  ground  of  i 
reward  for  his  militair  services,  it  t«  fri- 
dently  luadeqoate.  So  one  could  qcKict 
the    patriotism,  the  valor,  and  th«  &Bi- 

Siisbed  nature  of  the  roihtary  Berritei  d 
^or-Ueneral  Andrew  Jackson,  u  diq4i>'< 
thronghont  the  whole  oonree  of  the  l« 
war,  and  particularly  at  the  clo^e  f'^ 
of  that  war.  If,  therefore,  the  act  of  reactt 
tion  of  tlie  sum  of  |1,000  wasto  betttMO 
be  in  consideration  of  the  distingaidiedDiilai^ 
services  of  General  Jackson  in  the  dsfciw  k 
the  countjy,  tt  would  bo  peroelved  U  i^ 
that  no  friend  of  the  General  could  roti  br  ^ 
bill,  nor  could  General  Jackson  hiimeir  kc^ 
the  money  npon  any  such  terms. 

He  had  hoped  that  the  vote  would  Ian 
been  taken  upon  the  bill  without  disresa, 
as  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  ^''^ 
Lyon.  It  seemed  to  be  otherwise  oriaat- 
however ;  and  he  wonld  proceed  to  wit ' 
few  remarks  upon  the  roojed.  In  ^  f^^ 
cases  as  the  one  they  were  now  ew^^S 
the  law  was  necessarily  rilenL  IfeoeMt;"' 
no  law.  The  questioD  waa,  whether  ilw  |* 
a  case  of  that  desoriptioD ;  ■i>dnpaDlt«|(f 
ttere  aeoned  to  be  no  difihrenee  of  •I**' * 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  not  b^,^ 
strmig  party  fediogs.  Itey  aH  sgw"  F* 
hie  oonduct  was  justified  by  stem  atec^. 
that  he  acted,  at  aU  events,  opoa  tbs  moQii 
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of  the  purest  p&trioUun.  The  Frendeat  of  the 
United  Btat«a,  as  well  sa  Oongresa,  at  that 
time,  was  aware  of  ererj  et«p  taken  by 
General  Jaokson,  The  President  had  it  in 
charge  to  see  the  laws  of  the  conntry  faitbiidlj 
executed.  Did  the  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son, on  that  occasion,  meet  with  ao;  rebuke 
from  Preaident  Madison?  If  hia  conduct  had 
been  an  outrage  oc^a  violation  of  the  laws, 
whj  did  cot  the  autnoritiea  take  the  necesHur 
atepa  to  arrest  his  ooarsef  No,  rar;  there  was 
Bcareelf  a,  dissenting  voice  tnrougbont  this 
broad  land,  &om  t£e  opinion  that  he  had 
acCedcorrectlj;  and  the  ontj  question  that  could 


absolntel7  reqnired.  In  no  point  of 
which  yon  can  examine  the  sulfject,  could  his 
condnct  be  regarded  ta  a  more  exalted  light 
than  that  which  exhibited  him  oontinuing  nis 
vigilance  until  there  was  not  even  the  appear- 
ttDce  of  danger  remaining.    But  tliia  was  a 

Gint  about  wbicb  geotlemeD  would  differ, 
one  of  hia  ofBcial  reports,  made  in  January, 
IBIS,  General  Jackson  told  the  administration 
that,  notwithstanding  the  enemy  had  disap- 
peared from  the  coast,  yet  he  would  continue 
the  same  meosum  for  the  security  of  the  conn- 
try  wliich  he  had  heretofore  had  in  operation. 
There  had  not  been  quoted  by  gentlemen  who 
had  entered  into  this  coolest,  either  in  Oon- 
gress,  or  through  the  newspapers,  any  thing  to 
coDtrovert  the  truth  of  the  declaration,  where- 
in General  Jackson  announced  to  the  world 
that  he  wonld  eontinn^  until  every  shadow  of 
danger  had  disappeared,  to  use  the  most  vigi- 
Itmt  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  coun- 
try. Was  not  this  determination  right!  Was 
it  not  prudent T    Was  it  not  commendable? 

The  rumor  of  peace,  which  arrived  through 
the  British  fioet,  was  near  disorganizing  his 
army.  This  was  the  reason,  and  the  sole  rea- 
Bon,  why  General  Jackson  thought  it  necessary 
to  relax  no  effort,  no  exertion,  for  the  safety  of 
the  place.  But  to  revert  to  the  position  that 
neceadty  has  no  law,  (Mr.  L.  s^d,)  he  would 
point  out  to  Senators  the  instance  where, 
under  the  old  articles  of  the  confederation,  the 
States  violated  the  constitution  by  ru^g  an 
army  in  time  of  peace.  It  was  Justified  alone 
on  uie  ground  of^ necessity.  And  for  fear  that 
hia  mere  assertion  would  not  be  anfficient, 
(Mr.  L.  said,)  he  would,  with  permission  of  the 
Benate,  rood  trom  the  86th  number  of  the 
Federalist.  [He  here  read  the  passage  referred 
to.]  The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StAtes  had,  on  various  occasions,  been  Justified 
excIuMvely  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  It 
was  inferred  that  the  power  to  create  such  a 
charter,  if  it  did  not  exist  in  the  coostitution, 
at  all  eveuts  ought  to  exist ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, argued  to  be  lawful,  on  the  ground  of 
necessity.  The  invsaion  of  out  territory,  the 
burning  of  the  Oaroline,  and  the  murder  of 
Dnrfce,  were  defended,  on  the  ground  of  the 
Deceifnty  of  the  case,  on  the  part  of  Great 


Britun.  Well,  dr,  (continued  Mr.  L..)  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States,  tn  re- 
fusing to  rign  the  bills  for  a  United  States  bank, 
which  Congress  presented  to  him,  was  con- 
demned by  monv  persons  for  not  yielding  op 
his  constitutional  scruples ;  and  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Senate^  I  will  read  a  few  re- 
marks in  this  connection,  iVom  a  speech  deliv- 
ered in  this  chamber,  on  that  occasion,  by  a 
very  distingr^shed  Senator  from  Kentudcy, 
long  celebrated  for  bis  unsurpassed  eloquence. 
[Mr.  L.  here  read  extracts  tVom  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Clay,  to  which  he  referred.] 

Sir,  yon  must  well  recollect  the  thrilling 
effect  produced  by  the  Senator  I  have  quoted 
when  na  said,  in  his  own  emphatic  manner, 
"lam  not  brave  enough  to  throw  myself  down 
in  t^e  way  of  the  prosperity  of  my  country." 
AH  recollect,  sir,  that  that  Senator  clearly 
intimated  that  if  the  President  hod  constitu- 
tional objections  to  signing  the  hank  bill,  he 
should  have  permitted  the  bill  to  become  a 
law,  notwithstanding  those  objections.  Mr. 
L.  referred  to  many  other  instances  in  point. 
showing  that  the  party  which  now  opposed 
this  biU  on  constitutional  grounds,  had  uni- 
formly waived  such  scruples  when  other  ofR- 
cers  in  the  public  service  were  to  be  relieved 
from  the  consec|nences  of  assuming  arbitrary 
power  over  civil  Hghts,  in  the  conscientiona 
discharge  of  their  official  duty. 

Why,  he  asked,  was  General  Jackson  _to  be 
made  a  solitary  exception  to  this  general  rale  ? 
Why  was  be  alone  less  worthy  of  a  fur,  just, 
and  impartial  consideration,  than  others  whose 
services  were  less  momentous  to  the  country  f 
Why  was  this  bill  alone  to  be  denominated  "  a 
bill  for  the  reli^  of  Major-Oeneral  Andrew 
Jooksonl"  Whooskedfor  "relief"  for  Gen- 
eral Jackson  t  Not  himself — not  one  of  hia 
friends.  It  was  on  indemnity  for  damages 
which  he  sustained  in  the  performance  of 
a  military  doty,  which  saved  the  country  from 
an  invaifing  enemy.  The  original  bill,  as  he 
(Mr.  L.)  hod  introduced  it  last  year,  and  thia 
session,  etndiooaly  kept  clear  of  any  reference 
to  Judge  Boll.  It  might  have  been  passed 
without  a  word  of  debate.  It  was  not  by  its 
friends  that  any  oUudon  or  nnneoesaary  intro- 
duction of  Judge  Hall's  conduct  had  been 
brought  up.  They  had  been  forced  into  the 
question  of  ite  propriety ;  but  they  were,  and 
still  are,  satisflea  to  have  the  bill  in  a  form  so 
simple  as  to  make  no  mention  whatever  of  the 
Judge.  All  they  want  ia  to  do  an  aet  of  even- 
handed  Justice  towards  General  Jackson,  such 
as  had  always  been  extended  to  other  officers 
in  the  pnlilie  service,  nnder  rimilor  drcnm- 
Btonoes. 

Mr,  MiLLKB  derired  to  state  the  circum- 
stances nnder  which  the  fine  had  been  im- 
posed, with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  for 
a  contempt  of  court.  In  resimcg  the  author- 
ity of  the  writ  of  AoMo*  eorput,  aqd  mspend- 
ing  the  <uvil  ftmctioDs  of  the  law,  by  an  nncon- 
mtatioiul  and  orbitmy  exeroiae  of  militarjr 
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Cer.  He  ooDtended  that  Gener&l  JackRon 
self  claimed  the  rettoration  of  Qua  fine,  cm 
the  bold  and  open  pounds  that  the  Jndfment 
Ot  the  oonrt  vas  imqnitonB  and  unlawfol.  He 
referred  to  his  letter  of  the  lat  of  August,  1848, 
addressed  to  Jacob  Gibson,  In  proof  of  this ; 
Aidcontended  that,  if  the  friends  ofGeneralJack- 
■on  coold  not  now  show  tliat  theoonise  taken 
by  Judge  Hall  was  iniaaitooB  and  onlawful,  the 
ofaim  mnst  fall  to  the  gronnd.  That  thej 
conid  not  do  this,  waa  the  pontion  ha  as- 
■nmed ;  and  in  support  of  the  asaomption,  he 
referred  to  the  history  of  that  oonstitotioD,  of 
martial  law,  (which  he  considered  nndefinable, 
nniess  bj  negation,)  and  to  the  historr  of  the 
writ  of  kaheat  eorjntt,  from  the  act  defining  its 
power  in  the  reign  of  Oliarles  U.,  down  to  the 
present  dar.  * 

If  it  had  been  either  a  peevoltfy  grieranoe, 
or  a  blot  npon  the  escntebeon  of  his  name,  why 
did  his  friends,  while  bo  long  in  power — why 
did  the  Congresses  fresh  in  uie  recollection  of 
the  transaction — why  did  the  Van  Boren  ad- 
min istration,  keen  to  cat«h  at  any  thing  to  do 
jnstice  to,  or  gratify,  the  military  tfiieftwn 
who  sfipointed  t£e  sncoeenon — nedect  the  dnty 
which  DOW  has  spmng  up  so  snddenly,  and  ap- 
pears so  urgent  I  Why  let  this  act  of  dnty 
Bleep  for  a  qnarter  of  a  century  ?  It  was  1>»- 
oause  they  had  no  oonviction  that  it  was  neces- 
sary, either  in  support  of  General  Jackson's 
i^aracter,  or  of  th^  own  continnation  in  pow- 
er. Bnt  now  there  was  a  necessity  to  catch  at 
every  thing  calculated  to  have  a  bearing  on  the 
preBidentiid  election  of  1844.  It  was  for  this 
that  it  was  now  proposed  to  take  back  the  hero 
of  Kew  Orleans  to  the  scene  of  his  military 
glory,  with  all  Congress  at  bis  heels,  and  sanc- 
tion, by  an  official  aot  of  national  legislation,  an 
ontntge  on  the  constitnUon  and  the  taws  of  the 
oonntry — and  that,  too,  over  the  grave  of 
Dominic  Hall,  who  bad  fiuthfolly  discharged 
his  duties,  and  left  the  only  monnment  the 
country  bad  to  appeal  to  of  an  independent 
judge  braving  an  arbitrary  power  such  as  he 
had  to  contend  with.  He  should  vote  ag^st 
the  bill  in  any  form. 

Mr.  McRoBBBTS  s^d  he  waa  somewhat  snr- 
prised  that  this  question  should  be  considered 
in  any  way  connected  with  politics ;  and  that 
the  State  Legislatures  were  pouring  in  instruo- 
tions,  with  a  view  to  oontrol  the  votes  t&  Sen- 
ators in  retadon  to  this  tmbjeot,  for  polltioal 
pnrpoaee. 

They  had  been  asked,  <*  Why  the  neceadty 
fin-  Boting  npon  it  nowt  What  new  oiotWe 
had  prompted  the  measure  I  "  He  would  tell 
the  Senate.  It  was  because  it  must  be  acted 
npon  at  an  early  period,  if  it  was  to  be  done  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  distinguished  man  who  was 
the  subject  of  it.  It  waa  for  the  purpose  of  let- 
ting him  see  and  read  upon  the  statute-book  of 
this  conntry  that  the  fine  had  been  restored  to 
him,  that  its  passage  was  asked  for  now. 

They  were  told  that,  if  they  reatored  this 
money,  it  would  amonnt  to  a  flHnming  reflec- 


■  JMtL  [Hn  Cob, 

tion  npon  the  character  of  Judge  HslL  Hot, 
he  would  ask,  oonld  the  chaiaeUr  rf  tht  Ji^ 
be  InvoWed  fn  the  decison  of  the  Scute  ipi 
thia  question  t  He  had  called  OeDntl  Jidra 
beforuhim,  and  imposed  the  fine:  thefiMia 
paid ;  and,  ^  its  payment,  the  ofi«K(  n 
atoned  for.  Was  it  not?  The  mindittadb 
court  had  been  ol>«yed.  Wtwre,  tbem,  ra 
there  omse  of  complaint)  No;  it  wt)  bs 
this.  The  repntalaon  of  Judge  fiill  vu  m 
implicated ;  there  was  some  other  nM<a  br 
which  gentlemen  were  actuated.  Ai  Idt  tk 
alleged  contompt  of  court,  he  would  ut  tin 
words  upon  that  point.  What  was  mtul  V  i 
contempt  of  oonrt  I  It  wonld  be  rMollMUd 
that  a  judge  of  a  district  court  bad  bea  a- 
peached  befbre  this  body  acme  yean  tp>,ii 
acting  in  his  own  case,  (and,  by-the-w^,  UMp 
he  was  not  cashiered,  be  narrowly  mqud- 
there  bring  more  than  twenty  votes  ia  fxaii 
his  condemnation,)  and  die  sulject  hsni^  b 
this  way  been  brought  to  the  attentioD  <^  tk 
Senate,  a  law  was  passed  declarii^  vbn  ib 
law  should  be  in  referenoa  to  eonloDpl;  k1 
the  principles  of  the  commim  law  npoi  ■U 
subject  were  embodied  in  the  set.  Thun 
considered  a  contempt  of  court!  It«um> 
act  done  in  the  presence  of  the  court-act 
act  which  refected  directly  upon  the  coet  k 
a  court.  Waa  it  pretended  that  sncb  ve  iti 
case  here  I  Judge  Hall  himself  admitted  bt 
no  court  was  held  firom  the  time  niniJ  In 
was  declared  until  the  army  was  disbsndri.  t 
could  have  been,  therefore,  no  ccDtflEp  i 
conrt ;  and  if  it  were  held  that  Judge  El 
could  punish  for  a  mere  contempt  of  Ui  pa- 
son,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  it  itm  im 
doctrine.  No  such  case  had  ever  occir^ 
He  wonld  ohalleDge  any  man  to  prodpMtiil- 
Judioated  ease  of  the  kind.  Oeonai  JKb« 
migh^  he  would  admit,  have  been  prttw"^ 
in  a  civil  action ;  but  he  could  not  bt  pimw 
for  a  contempt  of  court. 

Mr,  UoB.  then  referred  to  the  nmnd  d^ 
court,  to  show  that  no  contemi^  rf  wai  W 
ever  been  alleged  by  Jndge  HaU  himsett  Bt 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  it  could  be  enU^ 
ed  that  a  militAiy  commandant  was  nol  U*  fr 
solute  master  of  his  camp,  Tnie,_lbenra 
nothing  expressed  in  the  eoostdtntioo  or  '■* 
laws  in  r^ard  to  this  matter.  Brt  fci^ 
power  to  dedare  war,  it  aeemed  to  hini,  f"^ 
with  it  necessarily  the  power  of  the  G«om  » 
command  bia  own  camp ;  and  the  Gtf)^^ 
be  himself  the  judge  as  to  the  limiB  <■  * 


BOtTBB  OF  IlEFBB8Ein'ATITS& 

Fbidat,  February  IT. 

Mr.  W.  Coot  Johhsoh  olaimed  ih»  flow  T" 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  PiDit?i<i" 
/ii-    T    -a    1 z. \  t~ i_t  innno  tisn 


(Mr.  J.  B.  iMoaaeoLL)  to  print  W""^ 
oopiee  of  the  m^ori^y  and  a-""  "^ 
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from  the  Cominittee  of  Ways  sod  Ueans  on 
proposition  to  tame  $900,000,000  GoTemmmit 
etook  to  the  Btat». 

Tuiotu  points  of  wdarirere  nJsed,  all  qnes- 
tioning  the  right  of  this  snlriect  to  t^a  prece- 
dence of  all  othera  dnring  toe  mtaniiig  hour, 
and  discnssad  hj  Uessra,  Fillmore,  Smth  of 
Virginia,  Bmoee,  Wbllkb,  and  J.  ft.  Ixobuoll. 

The  Speaker  ovemiled  all  objectiona,  and 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Wm.  Oost  Johkbon  then  addressed  the 
Honne  op  to  the  conclosion  of  his  honr,  in  oom- 
mentins  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
advocating  his  poject  for  the  issne  of  two  hon- 
dred  millions  of  Ooverament  stock. 

Mr.  FiLLMOBX  cslled  for  the  orders  of  Uie 
day. 

Several  K^ntlemen  endearored  to  get  the 
floor  on  the  sal^ect  which  had  been  discnased  bj 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland ;  hnt  the  S^iesk- 
er  dedded  that  the  morning  honr  had  expired. 

IS  BSSATJL 

SiTURDAT,  Febmary  18. 
TAs  QuettUm  of  Amimption. 

The  Chau  then  snnonnoed  that  the  resoln- 
tions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bites) 
were  before  the  Senate,  as  follows; 

RtuiMd,  That  uiother  of  the  promlnant  onsea 
which  tend  to  prolong  ind  increase  the  financiAl 
embsmigments  of  the  countrj',  and  to  retard  the 
ultimate  restoration  of  pabUo  and  privste  credit,  is 
the   uncertWty  and  eiupense  "" ""      """" 


virtual  BKsumplioQ  of  those  debts  bj  the  authorities 
of  the  UnioQ ;  thst  while  this  uncertainty  is  per- 
mitted to  exist,  its  miscbieTons  effect  Is  to  foster 
delusive  hopes  of  relief  from  a  quarter  whence  it 
OBQ  nerer  legidmately  proceed,  aod  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  indebted  States  from  that  timely 
and  eoei^elio  application  of  their  own  resonrcee  to 
the  nilfllment  of  their  eogagements,  which  they 
wodd  otherwise  moke,  and  which  is  the  sole 
natural  and  proper  retuuce  for  the  Uqnidstioo  of 
their  respective  liabilities  i  and  it  is,  ttierefore, 
urgenUj  denisnded  by  tlie  interests  of  the  parU'es 
immediately  coocerned,  as  well  as  by  those  of  the 
country  at  large,  tliat  Coneress  should  now  expU- 
kMj  and  unequivocally  declare  the  viewe  it  enter- 
tains  of  ttia  appropriate  and  constitutioDal  sphere 
of  its  powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  tbis  subjecL 

Et*Uv*i,  That^  In  the  frndameotol  ditislon  and 
allotment  of  pi^tieal  power  established  by  the 
constitution  between  the  Oovemment  of  tlie  Union 
and  those  of  the  several  States,  there  is  no  power 
or  authority  given  to  the  former  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  incurred  by  the  latter.  In 
virtne  of  their  nndonbled  conqwtenee,  and  within 
their  separate  and  eidusive  jurisdiction ;  tlkot  any 
attempt  by  the  General QovemmeDtthns to  assume, 
and  impose  upon  the  people  of  the  Colon,  the  debts 
of  individual  Btsles,  would  be  not  marsly  s  gross 
perveruon  of  the  trusts  conflded  to  It,  but  on  utter 
annihilation  of  that  wholesome  and  necessary 
rektion  between  power  and  respondUlity,  which  Is 
the  vital  prindila  of  all  npresentatiTe  govern- 


ment;  that  snch  sa  arbitrary  and  unauthorized 
transfer  of  burdens,  from  those  who  created,  and 
should  alone  be  responsible  for  them,  to  others  who 
are  alien  ohke  to  their  origin  and  their  benefits, 
Involves  so  flagrant  a  viowion  of  the  principles 
of  jnstice,  that  it  could  not  but  most  serioosly 
impair  the  harmony,  and  nldmately  Jeopard  the 
umon  of  the  Stales;  and  that  any  expectation, 
therefore,  that  this  Oovemment  will  at  any  time, 
now  or  hereafter,  ossome  or  provide  foe  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  individual  States,  directly 
or  indirectly,  is  wholly  onwarranted  and  illusory. 

JttMolved,  Tlist  a  Just  sentimeiit  of  respect  for 
the  character  of  sovereign  States,  incurring  pecn- 
niary  obligations  by  a  deliberate  act  of  the  publle 
will,  sod  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  pubUo  fidtii 
Ihroogh  their  constitutional  and  appointed  organs, 
forbids  the  apprehendon  tltat  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  will  fail  to  Call  forth  their  utmost 
resources  for  the  final  redemption  of  their  engage- 
ments \  preferring  every  sacrifice  to  dishonor,  and 
proud  to  illustrate  that  JeBlooa  sprit  of  independ- 
ence which  belongs  to  free  republican  States,  by 
a  stem  and  strenuous  reliance  on  their  own  facul- 
for  deliverance  from  their  present  temporary 


'Whiob  Mr.  Alliu  hod  proposed  to  amend, 
by  inaertdng  alter  the  word  ''States,"  in  the 
eth  line  of  the  second  resolation,  the  following 

By  the  appropriation  or  pledge  of  any  part  of  Its 
revenue  or  other  income ;  or  by  the  issue,  transfer, 
-    -  -  ■  ■■  ,rb7 


by  the  pledge,  appropriation,  or 
deposit  of  any  part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sslea  of  the  public  domain,  to  such  States,  or  to 
the  holders  of  the  obligations  of  such  States,  or  l>y 
any  other  means,  direct  or  Indirect. 

For  the  whole  of  which  Mr.  Mbbbioe  offered 
the  following  as  a  anbstitate : 

AuoImeI,  That  governments  are  rightfully  insti- 
tuted solely  for  the  hapiria«BS  of  the  governed,  and, 
consequently,  that  Govemment  is  derelict  ia  its 
duty,  which  shall  refuse  or  neglect  the  full  exertion 
of  its  legitimate  powers  for  the  relief  of  its  citiiens, 
whenever  evils  destructive  of  their  happncsa  existl 
which  BDch  legitimate  exertion  of  the  powers  of 
govemnient  are  cODipelent  to  remove  or  alleviate. 

Setolued,  That  evils  of  the  most  grnve  and  dis- 
tressing character  do  now  affect  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  these  United  States,  whii^  tt 
is  fully  within  the  competency  of  this  Qovemtnent 
greatly  to  alleviate,  If  not  entirely  to  remove ;  and 
from  which  there  is  no  reUef  to  be  expected,  unless 
from  the  timely  interposition  of  Government,  tUl 
after  long  and  protracted  solfering. 

Rfolved,  That  the  most  prominent  among  tlksee 
evils,  are  the  great  disorders  of  tlie  currency ;  the 
oneiampied  depreciation  of  money,  as  compared 
with  the  products  of  indostry,  and  all  kinds  of 
property;  the  consequent  destruction  of  credit, 
and  paralysis  of  trade  and  commerce ;  the  large 
indebtedness  of  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union; 
and  the  preaiute  of  dbeet  toxaUon  upon  th^ 
people. 

Rttohed,    Tbat  a  fUr  and   equal    distribntion 
among  all  the  States  of  that  vast  amonnt  of  their 
property,  the  pabUo  land^  held  by  thk 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ABBIDCOIBNT  OF  THB 


FrasDABT,  ISM.] 


TTit  Qteillem  i^Anmmflim. 


UnioD,  in  called  for  b;  tbs  pmmt  neoeantloB  of  duiit 
of  the  Sutes,  would  be  emlneDtlj  benefiel«l  to  alC 
knd  would  gr«Btlf  promote  tlie  bkE^lueM  and  w^ 
fkre  of  the  wbole  people. 

Jiaalvtd,  thcrtfon.  That  It  la  the  dat?  of  the 
OoTCrnmeDt  of  ibe  United  Butea,  without  further 
deUf,  to  exerciK  ita  naqoeetloDablj  oonatitDtioiial 
power  oTer  this  aabject,  (od  to  xaik.6  auch  provi- 
iioiia  for  a  diatribntion  of  the  poblio  lands,  or  a 
portion  of  the  value  thereof,  aoioiiK  all  the  Btatea, 
aa  will  beat  tend  to  the  lelkf  of  both  the  Btatea 
and  the  people  from  the  diatnaaea  and  embarraM- 
meott  under  which  ther  we  Bullbring. 

Ur.  B&Rcow  said  he  had  too  much  reapeot 
for  that  bod7,  and  for  bimaelf.  to  eater  ioto  a 
disODsaion  of  Uie  Kreat  prioicpleB  mvolred  in 
the  resolutiona  and  amendments,  without  prop- 
er mTeatJgation;  bat,  being  called  DpoQ  to  votie, 
it  devolved  on  him,  nnprepared  aa  he  waa,  to 
t^  ft  few  worda  in  relatioa  to  the  prindph 
Tolved  in  the  resolutions.  A  false  ixaaB 
presented  to  the  American  people  throagh  the 
press ;  and  hj  a  few  remarks  vhloh  baa  been 
made  in  the  Senate  nnoe  the  intcodnotion  of 
the  resoIutionH,  a  false  isane  was  also  preaented 
aa  to  the  action  which  hod  been  proposed  in 
the  other  Hoose.  The  qneation  disooaeed  there, 
and  tbroagh  the  public  Journals,  was,  whether 
there  ahonld  he  an  iaane  by  the  Federal  Got- 
emment  of  stock  based  npon  the  pahlic  lands, 
for  the  relief  of  the  States;  and  not,  as  was 
represented  bj  the  remarks  of  the  Senior  from 
Yirginia,  (Ur.  Bitkb,)  as  a  proposition  for  the 
Federal  Guvermnent  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
States.  Now,  he  would  not  stop  to  discuss  at 
largo  the  abstract  proposition  of  the  power  of 
the  Federal  QoTemment  to  assume  the  debts  of 
the  States,  without  reference  to  the  natnre  of 
those  debts  and  the  condition  of  the  countr?, 
when  the  question  shall  be  presented.  He  as- 
serted that,  if  the  action  of  this  GoTemment 
was  sufficient  to  settle  any  constitutional  ques- 
tion, the  power  of  thla  GoTernment  even  to  as- 
sume the  debts  of  the  States  has  been,  hj  the 
action  of  this  Qovemment,  settled  afflrmative- 
\j.  Whether  the  decimon  was  correct  or  not — 
whether  the  action  of  Congress  was  a  nsorpa- 
tion  of  power — was  a  question  he  would  not 
then  undertake  todiacuas;  but  hewoold  call' 
the  Senate  to  the  caae  and  the  occasion. 

In  1700,  during  the  administration  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  OoDgress  did  assame  the  debts 
of  the  States — amoniUhig  to  more  than  t&l,- 
000.000 ;  and  $4,000,000  of  that  amount  was 
paid  to  the  State  which  the  honorable  Senator 
(Ur.  RrvEs)  who  introduced  these  resolutions 
in  part  represents.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  that 
Senators  on  the  other  side  would  saj,  in  renlj 
to  this,  tRat  that  was  au  assamption  of  deots 
contracted  hj  the  States  during  our  revolution- 
ary war,  in  a  struggle  which  was  the  common 
cause  of  all  This  did  not  affect  at  all  the 
qaestion  of  the  cooHtitntional  power  of  the 
GoTcmment.  And  this  case,  as  well  as  that, 
was  to  be  settled  on  grounds  of  es>edienof 
alone ;  and  it  was  the  expediency  of  the  meaa- 


ore  then,  and  nothing  else,  that  aettltd  tk 
question.  South  Carcdina  was  indebted  |1,- 
600,000,  and  the  Government  SMnniwi  llii  Jilt, 
to  that  extent,  for  her.  Whether  the  eajHt- 
cies  of  these  States  were  such  now  u  toi^ 
It  expedient  to  interfere  in  any  muoer,  wn  i 
(question  of  expediency,  and  not  of  woniu- 
tional  power,  aa  he  viewed,  and  m  be  thus^ 
the  Soiate  w  ould  view  it,  when  be  pNseued  it 
in  connection  with  another  snljeet.  H(£d 
not  wish  to  be  imdwatood  sa  emitn^  ■ 
opinion  that  the  Govenunest  bad  tu  poittto 
assume,  when  the  m^orit^  of  Otngtmykmi, 
whether  the  debts  were  oontractad  for  sb;  mJ 
every  porpoae.  He  wonld  only  rela  U  gM 
other  instanoe  of  tiie  aaaunptien  fi  debte-u( 
of  the  States,  bat  of  indi ridoals— OB  the poiif 
the  QoTamment.  The  Oovemnuat  iMBtd 
the  debt  of  individnalB  to  the  omonat  of  iftU;- 
000,  when  the  greet  leader  tf  tite  StaiMi^ 
party  was  at  the  bead  of  the  GovennMiiL  Id 
the  treaty  of  1B03,  between  Lord  Qawkcrimj 
and  Mr.  King,  the  United  States  GotwimN 
agreed  to  pay  £600,000.  For  what  pvpMc 
and  when  ?  To  Britiah  merdiants  fw  d^te 
to  them  by  American  merchants ;  not  fiii  Ue 
in  uding  in  struggles  for  independtwi^  la 
debts  dne  br  Amencan  citizens  to  En^  et- 
aene  when  the  war  broke  out  It  was  s  atjM 
of  correspondence  between  the  two  Gonn- 
menta  for  a  long  time,  when  thb  GoTerraicS 
flnall  J  obligated  itself  to  pay  the  debts  of  ik^ 
individuals.  But,  to  pass  by  that,  andMoeS 
the  grounds  in  thla  matter.  lie  held,  ia  rdp 
cnce  to  Uiis  qaestion,  which  was  pT«Hiiud  » 
the  American  people — the  power  aod^rf 
the  Federal  Government  to  assume^  is  aW 
form  or  shape,  and  to  assume  them  sp«£lf.B 
relieve  the  States,  the  heavy  debts  which  *n 
weighing  them  down — that  it  was  the  dnlj  d 
the  Government  to  interfere  iu  aome  n;. 
The  public  domain  belonged  to  the  Stiltftf 
this  Confederacy.  Thia  was  the  pittfoni  * 
which  he  stood.  The  qneatioa  was  not  rbKia 
this  Oovemment  had  tne  power  toaaWDeik 
debts  of  the  States,  but  whelher  they  oii^t» 
be  assumed.  He  thought  it  was  tb*diii;i' 
Congreaa,  in  this  time  of  mcsong  need,  toes' 
forward  and  relieve  tho  States,  by  aiiproFn't 
ing  to  their  use  the  proceeds  cS  um  jnt^ 
lands ;  and  if  it  became  necessary  to  ■'■'■"P^ 
those  proceeds  by  the  Issue  of  stock,  be  tosA 
see  no  good  reason  why  it  sbinild  not  t>e  i^'- 
bnt  be  was  inclined  to  think  tlils  woeld  nol  ^ 
necessary. 

Ur.RivHsaid:  The Seaotor from OtiiaW 
other  day,  had  made  an  amMol  to  himteiM^* 
the  proposition  whidi  he  had  sabinlttcd «  ■ 
amendment  of  his  resolntians.  Tlui  !»<"* 
not  do,  in  the  manner  and  Ibnn  to  "^''xf 
was  offered ;  but  he  bad  prepared  a  isodis* 
tion  of  that  amendment,  so  as  to  make  itiffJ- 
cable  to  the  issue  of  the  two  hnndred  milJiW^ » 
Government  stock.  He  bad  no  objection  »^ 
modify  bis  resolutions  as  to  make  tbeflisK|^ 
cable  to  the  mode  of  aaaomptioD.  Jf  lliii  i» 
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ttk«  views  of  the  gentlamin  from  Ohio,. he 
ironld  adcnit  the  modUoatioii. 

The  modifleatlon  propoaed  b^  Hr,  Bms  was 
ttten  MOt^ted  u  a  aabttUate  for  Ur.  Allht'i 

Vr.  OoKSAD  moved  to  poetpone  the  nitiFlect  to 
the  lit  Aaj  of  DeeMnbar  next. 

lb,  WAI.KKB  niebed  an  expreedon  of  the 
Jndgmest  of  the  SenaW  tobe  made  In  this  oasB^ 
that  there  might  be  no  ndaoouoeption  In  the 
pnbllemindin  referenoe  to  the  nibleot  And 
he  vonld  mj  to  the  Senate,  that,  by  lofnring 
sneh  ezpreerion,  the;^  would  atcnredlr  oooadon 
repndtMion  on  tihe  part  at  the  IiBgWatnwa  of 
the  Btatee.  He  hoped  that  a  direct  vote  woold 
be  taken,  believing  it^  as  ha  did,  of  far  greater 
importance  than  aaj  other  mltject  vbioh  oonld 
pMsiblr  engage  the  attrition  of  OonfrreBs. 

ICr,  QuiuMra  was  deoidedlj  of  opmion  that 
ft  renKUue  ongfat  to  be  given  to  the  nnmeroiu 
petitigna  whidi  had  been  {Nfeeented  to  them, 
nnd  to  the  -resolntioaa  offered  bjr  the  Senator 
from  lUne,  Thef  ought  to  pot  upon  record  a 
vote,  deolaring  that  it  wonla  be  contrary  to 
«veiT  eonaUaration  of  expedienor  to  adopt  nioh 
R  meamreL  in  order  to  let  the  pnblio  oredlton 
nnderstsnd  the  tme  state  of  the  qnestion. 

The  motion  to  poet^wne  waa  then  dedded  in 
the  affirmative,  aa  follows : 

Teu. — Venn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bsjtrd, 
Berrien,  Chaste,  ClsTton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Critten- 
den, DsjtoQ,  Evans,  Onhsm,  Henderson,  Hnnt- 
ingten,  Hmngnm,  Merrick,  Hitler,  Korehesd,  Fhelps, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spngne,  TsUmsdge,  White,  end 
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Woodbridce— 3 

Nats.-^msib.  Allen,  Bagfav,  Benton,  Bncbanan, 
(^Ihonn,  Cnthbert,  Fallon,  ffing,  Linn,  HoDntSs, 
IfcSoberts,  Bifes,  Sevier,  Smlui  of  Comeeticot, 


iloBSAT,  Febmary  SO. 
Gmerat  /ooibm'i  Fhe. 
Ur.  Limr's  motion  to  proceed  with  tliB  un- 
finished bnsineaa  then  brought  up  his  bill  to  in- 
demuiff  K^jor-Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson  for 
dam^e  sastained  in  the  discharge  of  his  offidsl 

It  was  placed  under  oonsiderstion  as  In  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole ;  the  qnealion  pending  be- 
ing (KL  the  amendment  proposed  b/  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  JudiciafT,  to  ^rike  ont  the  origi- 
nal bill  and  insert : 

That,  In  ooiMldentlon  of  the  dlsUngi^sbed 
mililaiy  nftIoss  of  U^or-General  Andrew  Jackaon 
in  the  delanee  of  the  dt;  of  New  Orleans,  and  of 
the  deuce  eipressed  b;  snndr;  idtiiens  and  Legls- 


Unlted  States,  the  fine  of  one  tbonsuid  doUsrs 
Imposed  npoa  Hijor-General  Andrew  Jackson  b; 
the  honorable  Domlnlo  A.  Hall,  t>e,  and  the  suae 
ia  bereb7,  restored ;  and  that  the  Beoretarj  of  the 
neanrr  be  greeted  to  pay  -  —  '  - 
Andrew  Jai^Kin  the  said  son 
TouXir.— ts 


In  the  treasorj  not  other 

The  Judidarj  Oonmdttee  aLu)  proposed  to 
ohanee  the  title  of  the  bill  to  that  of  "Abill 
for  the  rdief  of  Mi^-General  Andrew  Jaak> 

The  qnestion  reonrred  on  the  amendment  of 
the  oommlttee — being  the  sabatitnte  for  the 
ori^nal  bill ;  which  question  was  taken  bj  jeas 
and  najs,  as  fbllows ; 

Teas. — Massts.  Areber,  Banow,  Bates,  Berrien, 
Clajton,  Conrad,  Crafta,  Crittenden,  Dajtoo,  Evana, 
Huntington,  Hcrrick,  WUer,  Horehead,  Phelps,  and 
Smith  of  Indiana— IS. 

Nira.— 4Ie«n.  AUeB,  Bagby,  Bajard,  Benton, 
Boehaaan,  Calhomi,  Ohoate,  Cnl^b«rt,  Fulton, 
Otaham,  Hendttson,  King,  Unn,  HeDnffie, 
HoBobertl,    Hangnm,    IUtss,    Serter,    Smith    of 


Hr.  Arobkh  moved  to  strike  ont  the  original 
bill,  and  to  snbstitateln  its  stead  the  bQI  iHiich 
was  voted  down  in  the  Senate  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, as  fbllows :  "  That  there  be  remitted  and 
rehmded  to  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  ont  of  snv 
monej  in  the  treasnry  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, the  amoant  of  a  fine  and  coats  Impoeed 
npon  faim  by  the  district  ooort  of  the  TTnlted 
Statea  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  for  an  al- 
leged contempt  of  ooort,  with  Interest  at  the 
rate  of  alz  per  centom  per  annnm ;  provided 
alwajis  ihat  tins  act  shall  not  be  oonstmed  aa 
an  expresrioD  of  the  (^>inion  of  Congress  aptm 
any  Jo^dal  proceeding  cr  legal  qnestion  grow- 
ing ont  of  the  deolan&m  of  martial  law  t^ 
Osneral  Jaokson  during  the  defence  ct  New 
Orieans," 

Ur.  Lmr  demanded  the  veas  and  navs  on 
the  amendment  propoeed ;  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  BATAnn  said  he  would  vote  now  against 
the  amendment  as  he  Intended  to  vote  sgainst 
a  bill  in  any  form  for  the  restoration  of  the 
fine. 

The  qnestion  was  thsn  taken,  and  decided  In 
the  nemtive— yess  17,  naji  26. 

The  Mil  waa  then  rqNvted  back  to  the  San- 

KB,  and  the  amendnMota  ot  the  Committee  of 
a  Whole  wen  ccmenrred  In ;  and  the  qnee- 
tion  now  betaur.  "  BhaH  the  Ull  be  engrossed 
fbrathirdTeaouigf" 

Ur.  Ldrt  demanded  the  yMs   and  nayn; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  bill  waa  ordwed 
to  t>e  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  then  a^oomed. 


TinuDAT,  Felvoary  Bl. 

Gmeral  Jaettar^t  Fhu. 

Mr.  Lom's  bill  to  indemnify  yUiat-QeaaiS 

Andrew  Jackson  fbr  dsmsge  snstamed  in  the 

discharge  of  his  offidal  duty,  came  np  aa  aa 

eonoased  bill,  and  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  qneatioD  then  being,  "ShaQ  the  MB 
paaal" 
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Mr.  Dattoh  Addressed  the  Seoate  for  about 
Iialf  an  hoar  in  oppoedtioD.  lliera  were  prin- 
dplef  {nrolved  in  ihe  bill  wbich  he  oooudered 
<rf  BQob  conaequeDaa,  aa  to  induce  him  to  oftll 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  them  before  thej 
voted  for  ita  pawage.  It  had  be«n  urged  bj 
the  friends  of  the  bill  tliat  there  was  no  other 
prinaiple  involved  in  it  than  that  which  bad 
been  aot«d  on  repeatediy  in  regard  to  other 
officers  of  the  Govenunent.  He  had  looked  in 
to  this  matter,  and  fonnd  that  ani^  was  not  thi 
tact.  In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the 
title,  he  Aland  that  Uie  billa  passed  bj  Codkiqbs 
to  restore  flDes  to  other  officers,  inflicted  on 
tham  for  violations  of  law  in  the  performance 
of  their  dntiei,  wwe  all  entitled  aata  for  the  re- 
lief of  Cliose  JndividDals.  In  the  next  place, 
there  was  notliiDg  in  the  bodies  of  thoae  acta 
In  the  digjitest  degree  tending  to  cast  impnta- 
tion,  directJf  or  bidirectlj,  on  the  trlbnnals 
which  had  iufliotod  tbose  fines.  In  these  two 
respects,  he  argaed  at  some  leo^cth,  that  this 
bill  difibred  altogether  from  the  principle  of  the 
bills  claimed  as  analogoiis  cases. 

After  Hr.  D.  had  ^ivered  his  views  in  nip- 
port  of  this  position, 

The  qaeation  was    .    . 
and  the  bill  was  passed,  as  fc 

YtMSL — Mesan.  Alleii,  BagbT,  Bentoo^uchaDaix, 
OalhoiiD,  Cnthbert,  Fultcn,  uraham,  Henderson, 
KlDK,  Linn,  HcDoffle,  UoBoberts,  Maognm,  HItcs, 
SeTler,  Smith*  of  Coimecticut,  Sodth  of  Indiana, 
Sprane,  Bto^eoD,  TiOlmadge,  Tappan,  Talbr,VU- 
cox,WlUtama,  Woodbury,  Wright,  ahiToaag—ta. 

Nat*.— Hear*.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bajard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  dafton,  Conrad,  GraAs,  Crittea- 


Ur.  Gbaham  now  moved  to  change  the  title 
to  tltat  <rf  "  A  bill  tor  the  indemnitj  of  tfqjor 
General  Andrew  Jackson." 

This  motion  was  concurred  in  without  a  di- 
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TnaDAT,  Febmary  31. 
Blaetro  tmd  AiUmal  Magnetitm. 

On  motloii  of  Hr,  EsmnoT,  of  UaryUnd, 
tlie  committee  took  up  the  MO  to  uthorize  a 
aeries  of  experiments  to  bo  made,  in  order  to 
teat  the  meiita  of  Uorse's  eleotoo-magnetio  tel- 
egraph. The  bill  appropriates  $80,000  to  be 
espMided  under  the  oireotion  of  the  Fostma^ 
ttf-^ieneraL 

On  motion  of  Kr.  K.,  tiie  words  "  Poetmas- 
ter-G«neral "  were  stricken  ont,  and  "  Secreta- 
17  of  the  Treasnrj  "  inserted. 

Hr.  Cats  Jobsboh  wished  to  have  a  word 
to  saj  Dpon  this  bill.  As  the  present  Oongreaa 
bad  done  mnoh  to  enooaraae  ecience,  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  Uie  soienee  en  Heameriam  neg- 
lected and  ovwkioked.  Be,  therefore,  pro- 
poaed  that  on»4udf  of  the  qtpropristios  be  giveo 


to  Ur.  Fisk,  to  enable  hhn  to  carr^  on  operi- 
menta,  aa  well  as  Professor  Horse. 

Hr.  HonsroH  thought  that  Milleriim  ibmid 
also  be  incladed  in  the  benefits  ik  tii«  ufp^ 
priation. 

Hr.  BTAHI.T  sud  he  shonld  have  no  otjediog 
to  the  appropriatioQ  for  Heamerio  eipnuueUa, 
provided  the  gentleman  from  TeiiDeeaM  (Kr. 
Oatk  JoKiiBOB)  was  the  sahjaet,    [A  lugL] 

Hr.  Oavb  Johdsok  aaid  be  shooid  Un  m 
objection,  provided  Uia  gentlenisn  from  Kcrlii 
Carolina  (Mr.  Bulslt)  was  the  operator.  [Grot 
langhter.J 

&veral  gentlemen  oaQed  for  the  na£ucj 
the  amendment ;  and  it  was  road  bf  the  (M, 
aa  follows : 

PrMukd,  That  one-half  of  the  Mid  Rn  Adlit 
^)propiuted  for  trying  Xemeiic  «iperimefili,» 
der  the  direction  of  the  Beentary  of  Ibe  Tnumj. 

Hr.  B.  Habom  roee  to  a  qncetioo  of  aAt 
Hemalnt^edthattlieBiiien^a>t«aanci(bH 
Jid#,  and  tbat  soch  amendments  were  taletla- 
ed  to  it^nre  tiie  clutrvcter  ot  the  Bonn.  Bi 
appealea  to  the  Ohair  to  nle  the  amudiMri 
out  of  order. 

The  Obaibmas  said  U  was  not  for  bin  to 
jndge  of  the  motiyee  of  memben  in  cffaBf 
amendments ;  and  he  ooold  not,  theidcn,  nr 
dertake  to  pronounce  the  amendment  aot  im 
Jtde.  Objections  might  be  raised  to  it  cs  di 
ground  that  it  was  not  anfficientlr  ansli^ii 
character  to  the  bill  under  conaideratioii;  ba, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Cbair,  it  would  n\mt 
sueotifio  analv^  to  determine  boir  bt  tta 
magnetism  of  Hesmoisa  waa  analocom  to  tU 
to  ha  employed  in  telegraphs.  [Langhtet.)  E^ 
therefore,  tilled  the  amendment  in  ctia. 

On  taking  the  vote,  the  amendmeotwiin- 
Jected — ares  92,  noes  not  oonnted. 

The  bill  was  then  hud  aside  to  be  itfonA 

Tntatovrte  with  OX^m. 

Hr,  Aduib  moved  that  the  oomniittw  tdi 
up  bill  7S0,  for  the  establishment  of  fotonciB- 
maroial  intercourse  with  China. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — jeas  St,  dm  D 
— and  the  bill  waa  taken  up  and  read. 

Hr.  Adahs  moved  to  amend  the  tiD,^ 
striking  ont  the  words  "  nnder  the  restrvU* 

Ur.  HxRiWETHKB  oppoeed  the  amodn^ 
If  he  nnderstood  ita  effect,  it  wodd  belol^ 
the  mission  without  aov  restrictioiL   11»  ^ 

«  amiaWfcf 
._.     ___    ___  (taryrfS* 

however,  wished  the  whtda  som  jimi  '  t* 
own  dispostd  and  ooatrol— wfabed  ft  Mi  KM 
to  pay  as  much  as  be  pleased.  He  ^- '-' 
did  not  condder  this  mlMtoo  to  Cma"' 
matter  of  so  innch  fanportanee  as  bi'  ^ 
clumed  for  it  He  thonght  it  wooB  i»  «*• 
colt  to  persoade  the  pe(¥le  of  that  oonntiT" 
change  their  policj,  give  np  their  avaw"  ■ 
foTMguera,  and  enter  hito  r '*'  '"'' 
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eooTM  with  other  onUoitB.    He  wiahed,  at  tmj 
rate,  to  Iiava  this  musion  placed  on  the  same 


Ur.  £tebxit  was  anderatood  to  advocate  the 
poetoonement  of  legielatlon  upon  thia  subject, 
antll  it  could  be  ascertuned.what  the  policy  of 
China  woold  be  with  respect  to  the  diplomatic 
Bgenta  of  foreiga  powers. 

Ur.  Aj>uu  Bud  be  did  not  thinlc  it  necesaarj 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  Hoom  In  argoing  tbe 
proprietj  of  a  mUdon  to  China.  Tbe  Ueasage 
of  tb«  President  was  snfflcient  on  that  point. 

Ur.  Houota  aud  he  waa  coie  (tf  those  on  tbe 
Comndttee  (tf  Foreign  Belationa  who  bad  voted 
to  introdnce  thia  bul.  In  tbe  prea«it  state  of 
the  oommeroe  of  the  world,  he  regarded  the 
proposed  miaiion  to  Obfata  u  more  important 
thaa  were  all  our  other  mia^ona  together. 
The  trade  ti  Sonth  America  and  Ettrone  was 
fixed  on  an  established  basis.  But,  by  the 
opening  of  Interooorae  with  China,  three  ban- 
dred  and  twentj  millions  of  people  (hitherto 
ahat  out  from  tbe  rest  of  tbe  wond)  wonld  bo 
brought  within  the  circle  of  commercial  repub- 
lics— for  It  was  commerce  that  repnblicanized 
And  dviliced  men. 

Ur.  UcKsov  said  there  waa  nothing  so  very 
pecniiar  in  the  case  of  China,  tliat  Congress 
abonld  depart  from  tbe  osnal  restrictions  of 
law,  which  uplied  to  diplomaUc  appropriatiana 
generallj.  He  thought  it  would  m  letter  to 
talce  the  matter  quietly,  and  (p>  about  it  iu  a 
quiet  bnunees  manner.  Should  tbe  bill  pass  as 
reported  by  tbe  committee,  it  would  authorize 
a  minister  at  asalary  of  (9,000,  and  (9,000  oat- 
fit.  Paaa  it  according  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  ftom  Maasacbaeetta,  (Hr.  Adahs,) 
and  (40,000  would  thereby  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  tbe  Executive — more  than  he  (Ur. 
SfoK.)  was  willing  to  see  placxd  in  the  bands 
of  any  President. 

Mr.  Adub  called  Ibr  tbe  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  was  seconded 
by  the  House,  and  tbe  main  question  ordered ; 
and  tbe  main  question  tteinn  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  bill,  it  was  decided  in  tbe  aSIma- 
tive — yeas  SS,  nays  S9. 

m  BENATE. 

Wkditudat,  February  22. 
AMumptiM  o/Slait  Debit. 

The  reaolntione  lotroduoed  by  Ur.  WxLExa 
on  Uonday  last,  were  taken  up  and  read,  aa 
follows : 

JtMoh4d.  n>t  the  assmnption  of  the  debts  of  the 
Sutea,  owtncted  by  them  separately,  aad  for 
local  panNMSS,  would  be  a  pdpable  vtolukm  of  tbe 
Cotutitatioa  of  the  Coited  Sutea,  a  consoUdatlan 
of  all  power  In  the  Federal  OovenmieDt,  and  a  Snal 
and  total  everthrow  of  tbe  sover^gaty  of  tbe  Stalea. 

Snolvtd,  That  Cangress  baTiog  no  power  to 
■■same  nch  debts,  any  act  ■ttempUng  sncb  as^ 
enmntioa  would  Ira  ntlwlj  null  and  voldi  that  It 
woulil  not  be  obligatory  upon  the  BtatM,  nor 
coold  tbe  people  of  the  Statea  be  JawfiiUy  reqnired 


by  Congress  to  pay  the  debt  so  assumed ;  nor  coold 
anr  taxes  ImpoMd  by  them  fbt  snoh  porpoaei  be 
collected ;  ind  it  woold  be  the  duty  of  a  siwceedlDg 
Congress  to  restore  the  lupremaay  of  the  eonstito- 
tion,  by  the  eaUra  repeal  of  the  act  of  aaaomptlon. 

Ur.  Wjllkbb  remarked  tliat  be  did  not  Intend 
to  address  tbe  Senate  on  tbe  subject  of  the  res- 
olntions.  He  would  cot  conHoma  a  moment  of 
its  time;  bot  if  itmetthevlewe  of  Senatorson 
both  sides  to  permit  a  direct  vote  to  be  taken 
on  them,  he  would  content  himself  by  simply 
asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbeir  adoption. 

Ur.  TujjuDoi  said  be  did  not  tbink  they 
had  any  more  time  to  spend  on  these  reaolu- 
tlons  at  this  late  period  of  the  session ;  be, 
therefore,  with  a  view  to  end  tbe  whole  mat- 
ter, moved  to  lay  tbe  resolutions  an  tbe  table. 

Ur.  Walkkb  remarked  that,  inasmncb  as  It 
waa  asserted  by  tbe  Senator  fivm  New  York, 
that  be  made  tiie  motion  with  the  view  to  pat 
an  end  to  the  matter,  be  (Ur.  W.)  bad  a  riebt 
to  consider  it  a  test  vote,  and,  therefore,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question,  then,  being  [tut  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  tbe  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, aa  follows : 

Tsis. — H essrs.  Areber,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Clajtoo,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Critten- 
den, Dayton,  Brans,  Gcaham,  Henderson,  Hantbo- 


Voodbr{dge~aa. 
Nats. — Messrs.  Men,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bnehanan, 
Calhoan,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Xing,  Una,  UeRoberta, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stargeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
WlDlama,  Woodbory,  Wright,  and  Yoong^lS. 

HODBS  OT  SEPRESKKTAirrKa 

WsDirxaDAi,  Febm^ry  22. 
BritM  C«futnution  </  (is  Tfwty  ^  WaA- 

Mr.  0.  J.  JvaxMOLL  again  offered  hia  reaolu* 
tion ;  which  waa  in  these  terms : 

Saatvcd,  That  the  Fraddent  be  requsated  te 
ootnmiinkate  to  this  Boosa  (If  not,  In  bla  e^idon, 
Improper)  whatever  eorresputdeDce  or  eounanle^ 
ttm  may  have  been  rsaelTed  fton  the  BiitUi 
Oovemnaat  reqieeUng  the  PresMant's  oooatmetkm 
of  the  late  British  treaty  ecKielndad  at  Wsshtngtoo, 
aa  it  eooeeros  an  alleged  rf^t  tr  -■-'■   ■-  - 


Ur.  Wmi  otijectad  to  the  reoqition  of  the 
resolntion. 

Ur.  C.  J.  IiramwHJ.  moved  a  tttspendcm  of 
tbe  rules  for  the  reception  of  bis  leaidntion; 
and  oa  this  he  called  for  the  yna  and  naya, 
wbieh  were  OTderad ;  hnt,  before  tbe  vote  wm 
taken,  be  wished  an  axlzaat  to  tw  read  by  tbe 
Cl^  fhxn  ameeoh  deKvered  by  Kr  Robert  Peel 
in  tbaBtWahParliameiit  on  thia  snljeet,  which 
was  of  infinitely  hkvo  fanportanoe  than  any 
other  that  ooold  be  brought  tiefbre  the  House, 

The  exbvet  waa  In  the  folloving  terms : 

I  reJdM  that  tbe  bonon^te  gentlamaK  has  gina 
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me  HI  opportonity  of  making  tome  obserradooB 
on  the  late  memge  of  the  Praddent  of  the  Uoited 
States.  The  dneere  and  eamett  deaire  I  have 
always  entertained  for  the  maintenanee  of  a  good 
UDderetuidingbetiroen  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  and  the  sidrit  in  whieb  I  hare  alwaja  apoJcen 
of  America,  makea  It  a  donbly  psinM  duty  to  me 
to  have  to  refer  to  that  meaags,  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  does  not  give  a  correct  aocoont  of  the 
negoUatloDa  reUtire  to  the  right  of  Tl^t 

Ferhapa  I  ntsy  do  right  to  confirm 
taonoisble  gentleman  has  a»id,  that  there  is  Dotbbg 
not*  dininot  than  the  rlgbl  of  visit  is  fhim  the 
right  of  aearoh.  Search  is  a  belligerent  right,  and 
not  to  1m  exwclsed  in  time  of  peace,  eieept  when 
It  bai  been  conceded  bjr  treaty.  The  right  of 
■sftrch  extends  not  only  to  ttie  Tenel,  bnt  to  tlie 
cargo  alM.  The  right  of  vidt  i*  qoite  ditUnct 
from  tUi,  thotub  the  two  are  often  confounded.  The 
right  of  search,  with  respect  to  American  vessels, 
we  entirely  and  utterly  disclum.  Nav,  more ;  if  wo 
knew  that  an  American  vessel  was  Mmisbed  with 
•U  the  matdfakrequlsitd  for  the  slave-trade — If  we 
knew  that  the  dem  were  in«pared  to  recrive 
hnndredi  of  hnman  beings  irithiu  a  speoe  in  which 
Ufe  is  slotoit  Impossible,  Mill  we  should  be  boond 
to  let  that  Amerioan  vessel  pals  on.  But  the  right 
we  claim  Is,  to  luiow  whetlier  a  vessel  prelendmg 
to  be  Americstt,  and  tudsting  the  Amerioan  flag,  be 
fcmajCiii  American, 

There  most  be  some  great  miannderstanding 
npoD  Che  subject;  bat,  ooiulderiiig  the  importance 
of  miinCaini^  this  right — a  right  not  peonUar  to 
England;  considering  that  we  are  contending  for  a 
right  which  is  the  only  aeciuity  agalnM  fiwid, 
agunst  the  grosMst  abases  by  partis*  Inlerssted  in 
this  iniquitous  tnfflo ;  oonsidenng  that  we  bi«  now 
the  advocates  of  ■  piindple  neoesssTT  for  the 
interests  and  seenrity  of  all  maritime  nations, — It  Is 
my  duty  to  state,  In  the  face  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  daim  to  the  ri^t  of  visitation 
contended  for  in  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen 
has  not  been  relinqnished ;  -that,  on  this  suljject, 
there  was  made  DO  concession  whatever;  and  that 
to  the  prindples  laid  down  In  the  despatch  of  Lord 
AlMrdeen  we  adhere  at  this  moment.  [Chcen 
from  both  sides  of  the  House.] 

With  respect  to  the  treaty  which  we  have  enter- 
ed into  with  On  United  Slates  :  In  signing  that 
treaty,  ws  consider  that  we  have  abandoned  no 
il^t  of  TidUthm.  We  do  not  nndentand  from 
the  United  States  that  they  entered  into  that 
tttttj  vrilh  any  engagement  from  ns  to  abandon 
the  itriit  <rf  Tiritatioo,  which,  if  not  necessarily  eon- 
■leeted  with  the  qneetion  of  the  elave4rsde,  we 
thoi^ht  that  it  was  a  step  in  advance  when  the 
United  States  professed  a  leadineis  to  despatch 
A  ftaval  force  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose 
of  soppresslDg  the  elave-tnde.  We  did  not  accept 
the  detatAomit  of  that  naval  force  as  an  equivalent 
fbr  any  right  wUeh  we  claimed;  yet,  siill  we 
tbonglit  that,  Jbr  a  great  eonntry  Ulie  the  United 
StolM  to  take  that  step  with  ns  on  the  eosst  of 
Afric*,  shboagh  tiM  power  of  violation  is  limited 
ouder  the  treatv  in  snob  case — although  we  alalia 
no  right  to  mt  slavers,  bom  fidi  American,  and 
the  r^t  Is  to  be  exercised  by  vesseb  of  the  United 
States— we  thought  it,  I  say,  a  step  in  advance 
'--'-    '-     -  ■  oofthe  " 


have  not  abas- 


!  to  the  propoaitibn  of  tlie 
I  MoediDg  to   that,  we 


doned  our  claims  in  the  sUglilest  dsgnt ;  not  £d 
it  ever  make  any  part  of  out  li)lendcii,dma|tk 
coDtroveisy,  to  sliandon  the  right  tcvbicln 
lay  cUm  In  the  despatch  I  Ikave  nuntioiied.  [Hnr, 
hear,  bear.]  We  have  not  cooleoted  onniln^ 
air,  with  leaving  tijis  fact  to  becone  famn  b; 
adcclarmtlon  in  this  House;  but  BDcelbeip^. 
ance  of  the  Premdenfs  mesnge,  we  li*Te  iikn  u 
opportunity  of  intimaUng  to  the  United  %Ua  il> 
construction  we  place  on  the  treaty.  [Ckm.j 
I  trust,  rir,  that  I  have  laid  enon^  to  iHiif}  ibr 
House  on  this  pcdnt.  I  trust,  alM,  tbit  lUioifb 
compelled  to  avow  a  material  diflereace  «f  ojiing 
between  tlie  two  flavemmeuts  i^oa  ibit  aunu) 
qoeadon,  I  have  staled  this  diOneoM  of  9fau 


had  bMn  <ndered— orMt  inxie^  bsing  ih» 
&8ted  thimigb  tha  Honse  in  rdalita  to  At 
matter. 

tti.  Win  roae  when  the  (Serk  had  oMi 
fbw  names,  and  s^d,  if  it  wu  the  desire  rf;li 
HoDM  to  adopt  the  rwolntion,  be  wodd  wi^ 
draw  hU  obJeotiDn. 

The  call  was,  therefore,  enspended,  nd  b 
reaolnUon  wu  adopted. 


TS  SSSAIK. 

TucteoAM,  Febmarj  SS. 
Sight  V&ortA— 7^  ConttTvetim  tfOtii 
hurton  Trtaty. 
Ur.  AsoBTO  rose  and  said  it  would  Uiitk 
recollection  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Sesdvif 
H isBonri  gave  notice  last  evening  of  an  io^ 
whioh  he  desired  to  make  to-day  ,foimdsdiM 
the  recent  speech  of  Six  Bobert  Pesl,  in  n- 
ence  to  the  oonatroetion  pot  npea  iha  j* 
treaty.  Beepatches  had  wm*  bees  km"* 
from  onrminiBter  in  London,  aportian of™* 
related  to  this  topto.    He  read  that  pertiiarf 


Extratt  of  a  iapaldifrom  Mr.  BmM  O  Jft.  ^^ 
tier,  data  LotOon,  FOnury  1,  IBH. 
"  Farllanwnt  waa  opened  bv  comniiwf  V^ 
day.  The  Qoeen's  speech,  and  the  very  inlcnM 
debates  upon  the  addrenea  hi  the  two  B<m4 -^ 
be  found  in  the  papers  of  to-day,  whkh  lan^ 
thia  despatch.  1  attended  the  deUle  iathtfg 
of  Commons.  Ton  can  Judge  of  the  wrtna  ™ 
which  I  listened  to  the  renaika  of  BIr  Bobert  m 
on  the  aOeged  fact  that  Lord  Aberdev^  M«" 
me  of  the  80Ui  of  December,  IMl^iWsh"*'' 
day  "nnaekoowledged  and  tmannreRd  I* 
acknowledged  by  me  In  a  note  dUBi  *^J^ 
aRerwarda,  (S8d  December,  IMl.)  wtW,!**" 
unimportant,  was  ttaosmUted  to  ».  **><  '^JT 
Aberdeen,  and  afterwaida  eommnnisandl*"^ 
ment,  and  printed.  ,    .     i 

"In  tUa  note  of  aclflwwledgaiSDi,  I  W^ 
ord  Aberdeen  that  I  shooU  avail jaj^  *f 
irt*  onnortnnitv  of  nakinff  aCMM  NBatU  •>■■ 
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very  ImporUnt  tofdcB  treited  In  this  letter.  I  pur- 
sued thu  courM  of  ui  imuiedlate  toknowledginent 
of  the  receipt  of  Lord  Aberdeea'a  note,  with  notice 
of  ft  pnrpoM  of  repljing,  in  due  aeuon,  to  Its 
content! ;  booMiM  lieiD^  just  irriTed  U  my  post, 
I  hid  not  received  the  uutnictioDs  which  you  bid 
Informed  me  I  might  soon  eipeot  on  this  topic,  >nd 
vhicb,  w  Lord  Abardeen's  note  modified  the 
ground  snd  dlBclsImed  the  Uugusgo  of  its  predeces- 
Eor,  it  wu  m;  dut;  to  kwuL    Such  instructlooB  I 

,  Bhould  uo  doubt,  In  due  time,  h&re  received  \  but, 
on  the  STlh  of  December,  Loid  Aberdeen  Infotmed 
me  thftt  the  epedal  misnon  had  been  determined 

'    on;  that  Lord  Adiburton  would  go  to  America, 

1    wiUt  flill  power  to  settle  every  pout  In  ffisenntoQ, 

'  Including  what  wu  called  the  right  of  search, 
which  he  deemed  the  noet  Affleoh ;  end  expreased 
the  opiniun  that  it  would  be  hardly  worth  wule  for 

'    UB    to  continue   the   correspondoice   on  matten 

■    In  disrate  between  the  two  coantriea;  Md  tboogh 

I    he  was  wUllug  to  condder  and  reply  to  any  itate- 

I  Dient  I  might  think  proper  to  make  on  any  subject 
pending  tE«  negotiation  that  mlgjtt  tske  ds«e  at 
Washington,  he  snpposed  no  .benefit  would  result 

I    from  KduoltaneoDS  diseuMion  hare. 

"Such  was  Lord  At«rdeen's  observations,  as 
reported  by  me  In  my  despatch  of  December  SI. 

'  *'  The  negotiation  took  place  ;  and  a  mode  of 
dealing  tIUi  and  settHng  the  question  was  iiappUj 

I  egreed  upon,  which  made  it  uaneceaary  to  resume 
the  dlBciusion,  eo  long  continued,  upon  the  snbject. 
In  fact,  from  the  momeat  tbe  special  misdon  was 
aanoonced,  I  comdderad  the  discussion  as  at  an 
end ;  and  as  little  likely  to  be  resumed,  in  reference 

,     to  search  and  violation,  as  the  boundary  or  tbe 

'     'CatoUae.'" 

'  Ha  merely  dedred  to  My  to  the  Senator  fVom 
Hiseonil,  tliat  he  wu  now  prepared  to  go  into 

'  any  ezplnn&tioD  which  the  Senator  might  de- 
eire,  of  the  views  of  this  QoTommeat  in  relation 

>  to  this  matter.  Tbe  honorable  Senator,  how- 
ever, would  understand,  that  he  was  not  press- 
ing him  for  the  motion ;  the  SenattMr  would,  of 
oonrae,  choose  hie  own  time  for  malring  it 

Ur.  BuiTON  said  he  was  quite  prepaid  with 
his  inqotry.    It  was  already  "  ont  and  dried." 
Mr.  AsoHKs.    I  know  that  is  the  habit  of  the 
honorable  Seoator. 

Tbe  bill  maklDK  approprUtioos  for  the  naval 
service  for  tbe  half  calendar  year  of  1S4S,  and 
the  fiscal  jear  of  1844,  having  been  engrcwsed, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed ;  and  the 
nnestloii  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  title 
to  the  bill, 

Ur.  Bbnton  rose  and  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instmctioDs  to  strike  out  so  mnch  of 

.  the  appropriations  as  related  to  the  A&ioan 
Bqnadroo. 

The  Ghaib  mnarked  that  tbe  blU  was  now 
passed,  aiid  tbe  onestion  was  merely  on  the 
title ;  and  it  wonld,  tbu^ore,  be  necessary  to 
reconnder  the  vote  on  tbe  pauage  of  the  bill 
before  tbe  motjoa  to  reoommit  conld  be  con- 
sidered. 

The  motion  was  tbennude  to  reconsider,  and 
carried  in  tbe  affirmatife;  when 

Ur.  BctnoiT  remarked  tliat  the  point  of  in- 
quiry itat,  wlietber  the  Ooremment  of  the 


United  States  had  received  aoy  intimation  of  a 
diffei'«nt  oonBtmctioQ  having  been  put  upon  tbe 
treaty  by  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  right 
of  visit,  from  tliat  given  to  it  by  this  Govem- 
meot  t  As  to  whether  the  despatch  of  Lonl 
Aberdeen  had  been  replied  to  or  not,  altbongb 
it  might  be  a  point  of  some  moment  betweeii 
tbe  parties  ooaoemed,  it  was  not,  however,  tbe 

Joint  to  which  he  directed  his  inquiry.  There 
id  not  appear  to  be.  In  the  deepatoh  of  tbe 
American  minister  from  London,  (from  which 
Hr.  B.  here  read  an  extract,)  a  single  word  npon 
tbe  subject  of  the  oonatmction  given  to  the 
treaty  by  the  British  Government  in  reference 
to  tbe  tight  of  visitation  and  search.  This 
was  the  point  of  inquiry  whiob  be  desired  to   - 

Ur.  AsoHXB  observed  that,  as  the  honorable 
Suiator  bad  ugnifled  his  Intention  to  make  an 
inqniiy,  without  antidpatlng  the  nature  of  that 
inquiry,  and,  inasmuch  as  a  despatch  had  been 
rinoe  received,  he  (Mr.  A.)  deemed  it  bnt  fitir 
and  proper  that  the  Attention  of  the  Senator 
shoold  be  called  to  that  despatch,  that  he  might 
be  the  better  able  to  shape  his  inquiry. 

Ur.  Bentoit  said  be  would  rewl  from  an 
English  newspwer  published  at  Liverpool  an 
extract,  purporting  to  be  a  speech  of  Sir  Robert 
Feel,  in  which  It  was  declared  that  there  was 
no  rdinqoisbroent,  la  his  opinion,  of  the  right 
of  visitation  of  American  ebips  upon  the  coast 
of  Africa ;  that  the  lato  treaty  conceded  nothine 
npon  this  point ;  and  that  Great  Britain  wonlu 
aohere  to  tbe  prlndple  which  she  bad  assumed 
in  refiarenoe  to  that  snUeot, 

Ur.  ABOBKKs^d  the  nonorable  Senator  from 
Ulssonri  would  reoollent  that  it  had  not  been 
assumed  hy  the  Ezecntive  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Uessage  oommnnicatlDg  tbe  treaty  to 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that 
Great  Britain  had  renoonced'her  right  of  visita- 
tion. As  to  the  right  of  search,  that  had  been 
renounced,  according  to  tbe  distinct  dedarstion 
of  Ixird  Aberdeen.. 

[Ur.  A.  here  read  fhon  the  President's  Uea- 


sage.] 


_  _  asked  tbe  particular  attention  of  tbe  Sen- 
ator to  the  pwsage.  And  he  asked  the  honor- 
able Senator  how  he  could  afifect  to  suppose 
that  it  was  ever  contemplated,  on  the  part  of 
tiie  executive  Government  of  the  United  States, 
that  there  had  been  any  reoonnoemeDt  of  the 
right  of  visitation  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government  t  How  was  that  Rentleman,  with 
the  Uessage  of  tbe  President  before  bim,  an- 
thorized  to  suppose  that  there  had  ever  been 
any  such  ezpresaionon  tbe partof  this  Govern- 
ment, or  of  renunciation  on  tbe  part  of  the 
British}  Kot  only  was  this  never  contem- 
plated, or  asserted  upon  tbe  formation  of  the 
treaty,  bnt  it  was  expressly  stated,  in  more  than 
one  part  of  tbe  Uessage,  that  tbe  keeping  of  a 
squadron  npon  tbe  eoastof  Africa  was,  of  Itself 


to  put  an  end  to  tbe  oocosian  for  the  right  of 
vidtation.  It  was  not  poadble  to  obtain  from 
either  party  a  direct  and  ezplidt  renonoiation 
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of  this  right;  tni  it  wu  not  considered  advis- 
able in  sQch  case  that  the  GoTBnuneiit  of  the 
United  States,  (which,  as  well  as  the  British 
negotiator,  had  eamesUj'  st  heart  to  adjast,  as 
tai  as  practicable,  all  the  points  in  di^nte,)  be- 
cause tbe7  conld  DOt  come  to  an  arrangement 
which  vonld  be  abiolnt«ly  satisfactory  npoo 
this  point,  ehonld,  as  the  Benator  seemed  to 
imply  by  his  remarks,  not  attempt  to  do  any 
thing.  A  renunciation  of  the  rignt  of  visit  not 
having  been  obt^od,  it  waa  tbonght  advieable 
to  obtun  what  was  considered  the  next  beat 
tbbg.  And,  accordingly,  an  arrangement  was 
made  which  tended  to  rcmore  the  neceasityfor 
the  exorcise  of  that  right.  We  had  as  many  as 
60  gnns  dinned  in  smeU  vosaels  npon  the 
coast  of  A&ica ;  and  he  pnt  it  to  the  Senator 
from  UitBonri  to  say  whether  there  was  a  prob- 
abili^  that  there  wonld  be  any  oooesion  for 
the  exercise  of  that  ri^hL  Althongh  Great 
Britun  might  be  unwilling  to  abmdon  the 
right;  alAough  we  could  not  extingnish  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, the  exercise  of  which  was  so  obnoxions  to 
rm — it  was  highly  improbable  lliat  any 
would  arise  between  the  two  Governments  for 
the  exercise  of  the  rieht  of  visit,  or 
oollision  npon  that  enbject. 

Hr.  BsKToit  observed,  that  tiie  extract  read 
from  his  place  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commits 
tee  on  Foreign  Afflura,  (Hr.  Abohkb,)  only  re 
ferred  to  a  anbordinate  pdnt  of  Bir  Robert  Peel' 
letter— that  of  theoMlect  to  answer  Lord  Ash- 
bnrton's  despatch  of  December,  1841, 
extract  read,  only  referred  to  that  point ;  while 
his  inquiry  was  wholly  directed  to  tihe  qnestion 
of  difference  or  no  difference  on  the  essential 
point  of  the  meaning  of  the  treaty.  Sir  Robert 
Feel  declares  that  difference,  and  professes 
himself  doubly  pained  to  say  that  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  is  not  correct.  He  says  the 
right  of  vi^tation  is  not  given  np — that  Ens- 
land  will  not  concede  it :  the  President,  in  lOa 
Ifesaage  of  last  December,  informs  the  two 
Honses  that  scaroh,  visit,  and  viHitation,  are  all 
obviated  by  the  treaty ;  and  oongratnlates  the 
coontry  npon  it.  Thisis  the  point  of  difference 
between  we  two  Qovemments ;  and  it  is  vital  I 
It  is  a  question  of  treaty  or  no  treaty  I  For, 
if  the  parties  misunderstand  it  on  this  great 
point,  tliere  is  an  end  of  concord,  and  dissension 
mast  immediately  arise.     * 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  read  team  the 
President's  Uessage  of  Augnat  last.  Bir  Robert 
Peel  was  remarking  npon  the  Messace  of  De- 
oember  last ;  and  that  Messa^  ^ows  ue  differ- 
9  which   the  British   minister   annonnccs. 


Jected  to  visitation  (as  the  British  called  it)  in 
the  African  seas ;  that  this  visitation  was  only 
search  in  different  words,  and  in  a  new  form  ; 

and  then  refera  to  the  treaty  as  putting  an  , ^ ^  . 

end  to  all  pretence  for  this  practice,  call  it  what  ject  of  the  slave-trade."    This  was  tha  »><>= 

yon  may,  in  time  tooome.    The  evil  of  this  of  OeneralJaokstHi.    It  is  tlie  Anwriw  * 

visitatdon  la,  tben,  according  to  the  Preddoit,  |  awer ;  and  it  pnt  an  and  to  tlieet  pnyaoBcH 


now  terminated.  AoMv^g  to  Sir  BoUn 
Peel,  it  ia  not  terminated.  And  ben  ii  (Ik 
difibrenoe — and  a  sraions  one. 

Ur.  B.  would  not  go  into  the  qaMtioc  d 
right  or  wrong,  ore^end  t^lwurf  tju£i- 
cnesion,  by  opening  qoeetioni  of  nwritim 
ri^^ts.  He  wonld  confine  hinwelf  to  th«  sta- 
tion be  bad  made — that  of  a  diffweace  io  die 
meaning  of  the  treaty.  If  thereisaffaoM^  , 
it  is  neceeaary  tonnderEtuidit,andteMli)tk 
It  must  be  settled ;  and  the  wciter  the  belht. 
The  declaration  of  the  BritddL  nunistudeclini 
a  difference  \  and  that  ia  a  point  ou  whidi  etch 
Qovemment  Judges  fir  itsdt  Tb^  bin  » 
oommonanperior to judgebetweentbcDL  Tk 
declaration  of  a  difference  roakta  a  did^nnt; 
and  it  is  immaterial,  bo  far  as  eoMeqwoKtin 
concerned,  which  is  right  or  whid  it  vtof. 
In  all  national,  as  in  all  individoal  ^ipat^w 
party  moat  be  in  the  wnmg ;  but  that  doMM 
prevent  a  fight  or  a  war.  The  psitj  in  tk 
wrong  may  n^t ;  and  from  the  formsl  muv 
in  which  tiie  Britiiih  minister  baa  stated  tlk 
difference,  it  is  very  clear  that  he  mteali  Ik 
our  vessels  shall  be  searched  in  the  Abicsans 
hereafter,  jnst  as  heretoforB.  Vbit  ttwi! 
Bhall  our  Government  go  on  bHndfoU  fU 
the  treaty,  until   the   < 


cruiser,  and  then  negotiate,  fx  t„ 
the  Government  do  this — and  it  is  tbt  Uu4 
weakness  to  wut  for  oventa,  instead  <rff^ 
them — or  shall  it  stop,  and  clear  up  tha  iH* 
enoe  at  once  i  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  u  brat  <f 
stopping  all  aotJoQ  under  this  elanie  d  ik 
treaty,  until  the  two  Govermnenta  agreed  w 
its  meaning. 

Hr.  B.  said  we  nowliad  a  practici]  eeBO'*- 
tary  npon  the  trnprovidenoe  of  enluglii^Ni- 
selves  with  forkgn  alliances.  Tseluii{t<* 
warned  us  againat  it :  for  fifty  yean  ve  tan 
kept  clear  or  such  allianoee :  in  AngnA  let- 
entered  into  one  of  these  aliiaoMs;  v^ 
-,  in  February,  we  have  a  differaiM  » ■> 
the  meaning  of  an  article  in  this  alUmw-e 
difference  which  cannot  go  to  a  prcaeot  teai. 
without  involving  the  honor  or  the  peace  <rf  it* 
country. 

Ur.  B.  s^d  there  was  nobody  to  uktiW 
the  gigantic  intelleut  of  General  Jaeksoo ;  ^ 
'  the  answer  which  he  directed  Hr.  Forsra 
^ve  to  Sir  Charles  Yaugban,  in  Ociobv, 
1884,  in  relation  to  this  very  pointof  a  ««1* 
tion  with  Ensland  for  the  snppreseioD  «f  tw 
slave-trade,  there  was  wiadwn,  which,  on- 
pared  to  the  wisdom  which  offered  this  mo** 
tion,  was  as  the  pyramid  of  Ghec^Iitoapv 
of  mnstard.  PreMdent  Jaokscffl,  at  that  tiK 
poritively  refused  to  enter  into  any  eoota^ 
on  the  subject  He  directed  him  to  s*;  td  & 
Charles  Yanghan,  that  the  Govermneat «  »* 
United  States  was  " definitely  fonned  ■»" 
beoome  a  party  to  any  conventioD  «a  th' 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


DBBATES  OF  0OM&BS8S.  711 

thought  it  ozpedlent  to  do  what  wu  conndend 
the  best  thing — uid  that  was  to  render  it  im> 
probnble  that  those  oollisioos  which  had  f^wn 
oat  of  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  vUttation 
ahonld  again  occur. 

It  waa  not  beoaoae  the  two  Oovernments  dif- 
fered ;  it  was  because  tfaev  agreed  that  it  was 
ooneddered  eipedient,  oa  the  pert  of  this  Got- 
emment,  to  take  the  oonrae  it  did.  The  riewa 
of  this  GoTerumeat  and  of  the  Govennnent  of 
Great  Bii^n  not  only  agreed  in  themselTea, 
bat  tber  weed  also  with  the  views  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  UiwMui  himself;  if  he  would  dncerelf 
aoknowledge  them ;  but  he  greatly  feared  that 
the  bonMable  Senator  wonldrenoonoe  his  own 
views  rather  than  wree  with  the  Eiecatlve. 
The  Senator  had  tucT  that  the  President  had 
intimated,  in  both  his  Messages,  that  he  regard- 
ed the  ri^ht  of  search  and  Uie  right  of  visita- 
tion eqoivelent  to  one  another;  and  that  it 
was  beoaose  the  President  so  regarded  them, 
that  he  hod  been  induced  to  procnre  the  adop- 
tion of  the  treaty.  Whjr,  he  would  have  pro- 
cored  the  renunciation  of  the  right  of  visitation 
also,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  do  so ;  bat, 
as  that  could  |iot  be  obtdned,  an  effort  had 
been  made  to  prevent  the  practical  operation 
of  that  right,  and,  consequently,  to  prevent  all 
collision  that  might  possibly  grow  oat  of  its 


8b  Smb.] 

tat  a  oonveotion  nntil  the  preoeot  Adminiitrft- 
Uon  oame  Into  powtt*. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  go  Into  the  qnestion 
of  idmtitj  between  MiBvh  and  visitation. 
The  President  treated  tJiemas  identioal;  Sir 
B.  Peel  as  different  He  (Jlr.  B.)  did  not  en- 
tertain the  qnestion.  It  waa  clear  there  was  a 
difference  as  to  the  eseention  of  tlte  treatr ; 
and  whether  tiie  ship  waa  to  be  stopped  on  vm 
high  seas  fbr  the  pnrjMMe  of  b^ng  aearohed,  as 
for  the  porpoee  of  being  vistad,  a  preliminiuy 
objection  aroM,  and  tliat  was,  the  arrest  (tf  the 
ohip  itself  I  The  arrest  of  the  ship  oa  the  high 
seas,  like  the  arrest  <rf  an  indiridnal  on  the  high 
road,  was  itself  an  act  inoompatiUe  with  free- 
dom ;  and  in  the  otse  of  Endish  naval  offloers, 
<to  nse  the  laogaage  of  the  London  Times,)  if 
there  was  any  dooDt  in  the  case,  they  took  the 
trick.  This  was  the  language  of  the  Times,  in 
February  last,  In  relation  to  impressment ;  and 
it  will  apply  in  all  oases  where  they  have  a 

aht  to  anest  an  American  vessel :  th^  will 
Le  the  trick,  if  they  have  donbts ;  and  donbts 
can  easily  be  rused,  wbwe  he  that  raises  them 
is  the  anthority  to  solve  them,  and  has  an  in- 
t«rset  in  solving  them  all  in  Uieir  own  &vor. 
Stopping  a  veswl  on  the  high  seas,  Mr.  B.  no- 
dersbood  to  be  firing  ahead  of  her,  and  over  her, 
and  tiien  through  her,  if  she  does  not  stop. 
This  was  a  rode  prooes^  even  if  for  an  innocent 
{inrpose ;  and  he  was  against  snUeetiog  Ameri- 
can veessU  to  beso  stopped  by  Kitieh  ondsers. 


lit.  B.  ooncladed  his  remarks  by  reading 
puaagee  flrom  Sir  Bobert  Peel's  speech,  and  the 
President's  Message,  which  showed  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Governments  in  relation 
to  the  meaning  of  the  treaty ;  and  which  most 
lead  to  collision  between  the  two  oonntriee,  if 
not  prevented  by  an  immediate  nndersbuid- 

ifr.  Abohkb  remarked  that  he  had  eanse  to 
oongratulate  himself  and  the  Senate,  that  it 
voud  sot  be  necessary  to  reply  to  all  the  dis- 
earsive  observations  of  the  Senator  fhmi  Mis- 
souri ;  for  the  time  of  the  Senate  would  not  be 
much  delayed  by  the  few  words  he  should  find 
safficient  to  prove  that  there  was  no  snch  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  Sir  Robert  Peel  snd 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  the  Sena- 
tor snpposes ;  and  if  this  shoald  be  demonstra- 
ble, the  Senator's  argaments  most  of  coarse  loll 
to  the  ground.  The  extracts  he  shoald  now 
read  from  the  President's  Messages,  and  fhwn 
the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Pe^  would  JasU^ 
him  in  asserting  that  (here  was  no  oontrariel^ 
of  opinion  between  them  on  the  snt^ect  of  the 
treaty.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  asserted  nothing  new 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Oovemment ;  and 
what  he  did  assert  had  been  Atlly  admitted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Be  (Mr. 
A.)  had  told  the  Senator  that  it  was  beoaase 
DO  answer  conid  be  obtained  from  the  British 


tbe  British  negotiator  was  not  iostmoted 
jrield  all  we  de^red,  that  this  Oovemment 


Mr,  Bkktoit  sud  the  real  question  was  the 
disagreement  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britwn  as  to  the  true  interpreta- 
tion of  the  treaty.  To'  show  that  there  was  a 
difference,  Le  wonjd  first  read  the  langnage  of 
the  Preudent  of  the  United  States,  and  then 
that  of  Sir  Robert  Peel.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  annual  Messsge  to  Oon- 
grcss  at  the  beginning  of  this  session,  says,  (and 
it  la  to  that  Message  Sir  Bobert  Peel  alludes :) 

"In  tho  enforeement  of  the  laws  and  treaty 
BtipuUtions  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice  had  threat- 
ened to  grow  up,  on  the  part  of  Iti  ombcn,  ef 
■ubjecting  to  visilation  ships  salllDg  under  the 
American  Sag;  whicii,  whlla  It  seriously  involTed 
our  raariUme  rights,  irould  sobject  to  vexation  a 
braoch  of  our  trade  which  was  dally  inereaaing, 
and  which  required  the  foetericg  care  of  the  Q«t- 
enment.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen,  In  hSs 
correspondence  with  the  Anerioau  envoys,  at 
LcndiMi,  eipiesily  disclaimed  all  right  to  detsla  an 
American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found  with 
a  cam  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the 
Britian  pratenslon  to  a  mere  claim  to  viait  and 
inquire ;  yet  it  could  not  well  be  discerned  by  the 
Eiecative  of  the  United  Stales  bow  such  risit  and 
inquiry  could  Ite  made  without  detention  on  the 
voyage,  and  consequent  Interruption  "-  '"■-  '— '- 
It  was  regan'"'  -  ■"-  ^-^-  *  - 
only  in  a  n 


a  the  trade. 


"  From  this  it  win  be  seen  that  the  groond  as- 
snmed  in  the  message  has  been  fully  maintained, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  stipulations  of  the  tnaty 
of  Ofaent  are  to  be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  the 
two  coontiie^  and  that  all  pretence  Is  iwaoved  tat 
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He  should  now  ^om  to  what  Sir  Robert  Fed 
.  B^  in  bis  lAte  qieeeh  in  Fsrliainent    ' 

"  I  rqjolM  that  tba  hooonble  gentlemui  bw 
Ana  me  ui  opportoultj  of  maluns  loini  ' 
tions  on  the  lUe  meMue  of  the  Ptetldc 
United  State*.  Vht  &cere  and  sanu 
I  bare  Awkj*  eetenalned  for  die 
good  nnderetaading  between  lUi 
tr&Hed  Statei,  and  the  aplrit  la  whkh  I  hare  alwaji 
spoken  of  Aaierioa,  maue  it  adoid^  peinfel  dnty 
tome  to  hare  torefer  to  that  meaMge;  whkh  I  am 
•ony  to  M7,  doea  not  gfre  a  ootrect  aocoont  of  the 
nq^tbdoiia  relative  to  the  right  of  Tidt" 

He  then  a;oeB  on  to  stcite  the  difference  be- 


"  I  tmit,  At,  that  I  have  mid  enoiuh  to  latlefT 
the  Boom  ontbispcdnt  I  trust,  alao,  that  ahhongn 
compelled  to  avow  a  material  dUI^nce  of  opinion 
betireen  the  two  OoTernments  npon  this  material 
qneadon,  I  have  Btaled  tliU  ^flueoes  of  oidoion 
with  the  respect  which  I  wl^  to  maintain  towards 
the  high  aathoritlea  of  the  United  States." 

There  is  another  part  in  which  he  declares 
expresslj  that  the  right  of  Tidtation,  ol^ed 
in  Lord  Aberdeen's  despatch,  has  not  been  r»- 
linqDlsheO,  and  will  not  be  relmqniBhed.  Now, 
here  is  palpable  evidence  that  tLere  ia  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  tlie  constmction  of  the 
tre&tr,  between  Sir  Robt  Feel  and  the  £xeou- 
tive  of  the  United  States.    That  was  the  point 

Mr.  Abobxs  observed,  that  all  the  speech 
said  waa,  that  the  Britith  Oovenmient  had  not 
renonnoed  the  right  of  visitation  contended  fbr 
In  Lord  Aberdeen's  despatch ;  and  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  sars  it  was  beoaose 
the  British  Government  oonld  not  renonnoe  the 
right  of  viritation  that  the  arrangemeit  became 
neceeear;  for  placing  &  squadron  in  the  African 
eeaa  to  oarry  oat  onr  own  laws,  and  snpenede 
the  neoeasitf  lor  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
TisitatioD  adhered  to  bj  the  Briti^  Oovem- 
ment.  There  is  no  differeuce  of  opinion  in  Sir 
Robert  Peel'H  views  and  those  of  the  Rvsident 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  adherenoe  of 
the  British  Ooremment  to  the  right  of  visita- 
tion. 

Mr.  Alle^t  said,  as  far  H  he  himself  was 
eonoemed,  he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  a  dollar 
of  appropriation  in  fortherance  of  the  treaty — 
not  even  to  pay  the  $800,000  to  the  States.  He 
wonid  not  do  it,  because  he  considered  the 
treaty  worse  than  a  war.  Bnt  he  wonld  not  go 
Into  the  character  of  the  treaty  now.    Other 

Santlemen  viewed  it  in  a  different  light — gen- 
emen  of  more  experience,  and  who  had  better 
means  of  Judging,  perhaps.  This,  however, 
was  hie  view ;  and  he  should  oontintie  to  act 
upon  it.  He  dedred  to  know  what  it  was  that 
ve  had  received  a*  oconpensatioa  for  sending 
ont  those  fiO  gnns,  if  there  was  not  to  be  at 
r  the  rij^t  to  visit  our 


vesHla.  The  Presideot  ntuifMdy  ecaMori 
that  thw«  was  to  be  a  ■aq)enrioB  ^  Ost  ri^ 
when  he  penned  his  Miwege  to  OvnpMi;  ■! 
he  asked,  if  it  wh  tnw  that  ««hal  ftaAu 


e  to  the  ri^t  «f  viaUriiian. 
on  tbeoout  of  AMol  what  had  iktjwbA 
upon  the  general  princ^det  Tbe  BiiM  d 
BSBsrt  thu  tb^  have  ft  ri^  to  visit  any  toiri 
for  any  porpoae  whatover.  Tbey  vera  ilnt 
topay  half  ft  million  (tf  dfdlare  nnderwhst  fter 
nunoeed  tobe,M)me  time  ago,  a  eMnmct  ^ 
whieh  peftoe  had  bera  pmwtsed;  tu  Mn 
Oongress  had  had  an  <qiportmii^toHeegl*ib 
part  of  the  oontraot,  \ff  a^infriatisg  im 
viaDtij,  it  was  disoovered  to  hove  been  lie  pm- 
antee  of  peftoe  at  alL  The  proper  tiuntoftMl 
this  queMloo  was  die  preaent;  andhemin' 
pare^  if  any  MM  wontd  introdnoe  a  UD  fi»  Aft 
parpoM,tolDstnicttheFrerideiittolBkepa>» 
■icnof  every  fbot  of  the  dictated  hnitay.  If 
the  eoutraetion  pnt  npon  the  treaty  tj  & 
Robert  Feet  wae  rigbt,  there  were  slSl  nn 
pn^ant  oonseqoeneee  tognrwontef  it;l» 
canse  it  ritowed  a  dispoaltion  on  the  pert  rfib 
British  Government  to  promote  a  qosml,!) 
holding  op  onr  Qovemment  to  tbe  werij  ■ 
patting  (me  eonetniclioD  luton  the  tiefttj,  vkU 
they  hold  another,  and  ft  different  um. 

Ur.  EvAHB  stated  that,  in  rising,  it  wis  Ml 
his  purpose  to  prolong  the  diaensu<«,  but  U 
entreat  tbe  Senate  to  pnt  an  end  to  s  Matt 
which,  to  aoy  the  least  of  it,  wis  pnoittA 
and  wholly  ont  of  place.  If  the  Soubir  (m 
MiSBOnri,  and  those  who  oononr  witt  liift  a 
hostile  feelings  to  the  treaty,  would  bat  bn 
patJeDce,ft  bill  flrom  the  other  Boosevodi 
in  a  day  or  two,  come  before  the  ficnite,* 
which  uey  oonid  bring  np  tfaeinil!}eet,*ai&- 
cuss  it  to  their  heart'e  oootent-^ie  maeA  tb 
bill  maUiig  provision  fbr  catryiiig  <*t  ^ 
treaty,  mw  mnch  time  to-day  had  kft 
wasted  in  nnprofiUble  dioonsrion,  leadisftoH 
practical  result  t  Enough,  he  wonld  vcMn 
to  saj,  to  pass  forty  bills  now  nwuting  lb**- 
ticn  of  Congress.  The  Senator  frtm  Himi 
has  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  isrtrK- 
tions  to  strike  oat  all  ftppropri^imi  fir  ti^ 
African  sqaodron.  Now,  what  use  wimM' 
be  fur  the  oommittee  to  take  into  eoistdaitu 
what  was  not  in  the  bill  at  allt 

There  waa  not  a  word  in  It  about  the  AnM 
aqnadron.  And,  althon^  he  woold  ik«  p^ 
tend  to  say  that  some  part  vS  the  ncBe^  ^ 
propriated  in  the  bill  woa  not  to  be  »fM* 
the  ezpenees  <tf  tbe  sqnadron  to  be  kept «  ■■ 
coast  of  AfHoafbr  the  proteotion cf  ovrtt*- 
meroe  and  ahippti^  there,  and  in  farlhawg 
of  the  proviaons  &  tbe  ttea^ ;  yet  b«  vm 
say  that  It  wonld  make  no  di&nneeas  to  U* 
amount  of  the  apprcqniationa  wbMbcsBjpn^ 
tion  of  the  navy  was  to  be  kept  on  tb*t  il«" 
or  not  .  _. 

Ifr.  OuTUBftw  did  not  comider  tb*  m*^ 
tion  famished  by  the  deipatah  ftem  osr  nM^ 
ter  at  London,  nw  the  ^leeoh  of  &  J**"* 
Peel,  suffident  to  warrant  immwflat*  ««■«■■ 
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tfao  nibjeot.  In  the  Tarlons  reports  of  tbftt 
flpmdi,  there  were  eTident  obaomtiea,  leaviuv 
It  uncertain  if  the  renuAt  <rf  ffir  Robert  Feel 
did  not  esdnriTfllj'  relate  to  the  general  rlgbt 
of  vUtation.  and  not  to  the  viritstion  on  the 
ooaat  of  AfHca  in  reference  to  the  ditre-tnde. 

Ur.  Oalhduk  laid  that  it  was  imposaihle  for 
■nj  matt  to  read  the  treaty,  and  Bar  that  the 
right  of  vlritation  waa  not  auperseaed  bj'  the 
proririMU  of  that  treaty.  It  was  niperged- 
ed ;  and  he  had  so  treated  it  In  his  speeoh 
on  tlie  treaty ;  and  no  man  ootild  read  that 
tmatr  viliiovt  behig  thna  satMed  tiiat  each 
party  was  to  take  snpervldon  of  Its  ovd  vessels. 
When  they  looked  at  tbe  olijeot  of  the  negotla- 
Uaa  on  this  point,  no  doabt  oonld  be  entertain- 
ed. What  waa  the  immediate  object  r  Was 
It  not  this — to  enter  into  sttpnlations  with 
Great  Britidn,  snoh  as  she  bad  made  with  all 
Enropean  powers  f  He  beUered  they  had  the 
tmpervirion,  not  only  of  thdr  own  Teasel^  bnt 
of  an  Enropean  TOeseU.  What  was  the  result 
of  this  state  of  things  t  Tbe  resnlt  waa,  that 
onr  flag  waa  nsed  by  all  penons  engaged  In  tbe 
alave-trtde.  Great  Britun  then  threw  hers^ 
on  the  five  Enropean  powers.  She  wished  to 
nuke  tt  a  question,  not  of  mmddpal  regnlation, 
bnt  of  internatlonid  law.  AH  the  gteat  Chris- 
tian powers  agreed  toaooeptitbnt  thlsoonntry 
alone. 

Hr.  Ena  i^d  he  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
a  newspaper  report  of  Sit  Robert  Feel's  epeeeh 
conld  be  takea  as  a  oorreet  version  of  the 
speeoh  Itself.  There  were  evidently  obeonri- 
ties  in  tbe  vendon  read  by  the  Senator  tWim 
Sonth  Oarolma.  He  (Hr.  K)  had  seen  the 
ver^OQ  in  the  London  Ilmea,  and  he  could 
not  h^  s^ing  that  it  was  more  likely  to  be 
correot;  bat,  in  that  venion.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  Sir  Robert  Feel  took  still  stronger 
grannd  than  thataasnmed  in  the  other.  It  bore 
the  impression  that  he  maint^ed,  not  only  the 
BritiBh  right  of  viritatlon  in  the  general  sense, 
bnt  in  a  sense  whiob  wonld  extend  it  to  tbe  coast 
of  AfKoa.  If  It  shonld  torn  ont  that  snch  waa 
Ma  meaning.  It  wonld  be  a  snl^ject  of  infinite 
snrprise  to  bim;  for  he  wonld  ooDsider  it  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  treaty.  We  bad  agreed 
to  do  what^  as  an  independent  nation,  we  ware 
bonnd  to  do — to  carry  into  execntion  onr  own 
laws ;  and,  titerefbre,  there  rmnalned  no  longer 
K  pretence  for  England  to  persevere  in  her 
daim  of  a  right  of  visitation.  Had  he  not  con- 
sidered this  point  clearly  settled,  he  nevur  wonld 
have  voted  against  sulking  otitthat  article  in 
the  tieaty.  Be  firmly  relied  on  its  being  a  sns- 
pension  of  the  British  cidm,  and  that  It  was  so 
Btipolatedbylxird  Ashbnrton.  He  was  satisfied 
of  this,  because  he  so  nnderstood  it  from  Lord 
Aahbnrton  himself.  There  was  a  bare  posai- 
bili^  that  the  new  state  of  circnmstanoea  In 
England,  and  in  the  iatoiioatlon  remilting  from 
reoent  snooeawa.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  bis  Rpeeok 
had  given  way  to  tbe  natioaal  exdtement,  and 
expressed  himself  In  a  mannw  not  Justified  by 
the  orl^nal  nnderttandlng  of  the  treaty. 


1^  Ad.  [FraaDABr,  IBtS. 

lb.  Bkkto^  said  the  disouaaion  had  taken  a 
tnm  which  he  did  not  expect — that  of  a  qnes- 
tdon  as  to  the  ooirectneeH  of  (he  report  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  speech.  Tme,  there  were  the 
Qsnal  variations  in  tbe  details  of  the  reporta, 
bnt  they  agreed  in  the  main  point;  and  all 
America  and  all  Europe  most  eee  th^  we  had 
received  a  alap  in  the  &oe — that  the  Pre^- 
dent's  Uessage  was  flatly  cmitrodicted— and 
prindplea  avowed  fVom  which  collisions  mnst 
arise.  The  ^fibrenoe  of  opinion  amounted  to 
treaty  or  no  treaty  on  this  point !  The  differ- 
enoa  between  the  two  Qovernmenta  nnllifiad 
thtspartofthe  treaty;  and  he  thought  it  (he 
part  of  common  pmdence  to  Bt«p  now,  and  re- 
move the  difference,  before  oollidon  raaolted. 
The  treaty  was  ratified  in  this  chamber,  npon 
the  Prendent's  view  of  it.  Senators  voted  upon 
that  view,  as  they  now  declare,  acd  aa  we 
know;  and  now,  if  there  shall  be  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Administration  to  equivocate, 
and  to  reconcile  the  President'a  Message  to  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  speech,  by  making  the  Message 
yield  to  the  apeech,  it  will  be  a  fraad  upon  the 
Senators  who  voted  for  tbe  ratification. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BBNTOn'a 

Siroposidon,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
ollows : 
Tiia. — HeBBTB.  AUeo,  Bentoa,  Linn,  uid  &iilth 
of  Coanecticu  I — 1. 

ITatr — Heutfi.  Archer,  Barroir,  Bates,  Bsjanl, 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crofts, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fnllon,  Hen- 
derson, Hantington,  Kerr,  Kins,  HcDuffii:,  Maafrum, 
Herrick,  Miller,  Morebead,  niglpB,  Porter,  Rifes, 
Bener,  Smltb  of  In^ana,  Bpraffoe,  Tallmadge, 
Taiqian,  White,  Wilooi,  Woodbridge,  and  Wood- 
bury—36, 

HOUSE  OF  KEPBESBNTATIVES. 

TuuBSDar,  February  28. 
Bbetro-Magnetia  TelefrapK. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Kbuktot,  the  bill 
m^ng  appropriations  to  test  the  valae  of 
Morse's  electro-magnetic  telegraph,  was  taken 
np,  and,  nnder  the  operation  of  Oxe  prevlotie 
question,  passed — ^ee  89,  noea  83. 

IN  SENATE. 

SiTUEDiT,  Fehmary  SS. 
The  Bankrupt  Act. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was 
then  resumed  ;  being  the  farther  consideration, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  House 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act 

Mr.  Bkhtoit  moved  to  strike  ont  the  proviso^ 
which  is  in  the  following  words : 

Providtd,  That  this  act  Bball  not  affect  any  case 
or  proceeding  In  bankruptcy  commenced  before  the 
passage  of  this  act,  or  any  puns,  penaltlM,  or  for- 
fellurea  Incurred  under  the  said  act,  but  every  such 
proceeding  may  be  conthmed  to  its  final  conanmma- 
tion,  in  1&  manner  as  If  this  act  had  not  been 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


ASRIDGMBNT  OF  THB 


[smew 


Hr.  Bebbibk  would  not  auestion  the  deoMon 
cf  the  Senata  od  the  JDoiciary  Oommittee'B 
ameDdmenti  bnt.hedid  hope  Ute  proviao  ia 
the  Eonse  bill  would  not  be  striDken  oat.    To 


Mr.  Bbittoti  proposed  the  same  proviso  u  a 
Eabstitnte,  whidi  he  bad  offered  npoa  a  fonner 
occaeioa  upon  the  Benate's  bill,  making  the 
pending  coses  Bnbjeot  to  oonatitntional  restrio- 
tions,  and  requiring  the  consent  of  a  rn^orit; 
in  value  and  number  of  the  creditore  neceuar; 
for  the  discharge  of  the  buikrapts.  On  mov- 
ing Uiia  amendment,  he  nrged  the  aame  arga- 
mento  in  its  favor  which  he  had  nsed  on  a 
former  occasion  allnded  to. 

Jlr.  BDOH*itt.H  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
trouble  the  Beuate  with  a  ungle  word  on  tbe 
bankrupt  bill,  at  this  late  period  of  the  seauoa; 
but  as  he  bad  determined  to  voto  agunst  the 
amendment  proposed  bj  the  Senator  from  His- 
Bouri,  (Mr.  Bbntor,)  and  would  differ  from 
some  of  his  moat  valued  political  fHenda  on  this 
question,  be  felt  it  to  be  a  dut^  which  he  owed 
both  bo  them  and  Limself  to  make  a  verj  few 
obaervations  on  the  sulfject  Should  the 
amendment  prevail,  and  the  proviso  be  stricken 
from  the  bill,  it  would  deprive  all  those  bank- 
rupts of  the  benefit  of  the  law  whose  cases  were 
now  pending,  and  who  had  not  yet  obtained 
their  certificates  of  diaobarge. 

He  siiould  be  extremely  sorry  if  his  oonstitn- 
tional  opinions  would  deprive  him  of  tbe  power 
of  voting  in  favor  of  this  proviso.  In  what 
condition  would  both  the  bankmpts  whose 
cases  were  now  pending,  and  theh-  credit^ira, 
be  left,  in  caae  it  should  not  be  rot^ned ! 

The  first  class  of  desperate  insolvents  or 
bankmpts,  who  stood  ready  and  eager  to  take 
tbe  benefit  of  the  law  immediately  after  its 
passage,  bad  already  passed  through  the  mill, 
and  had  been  discharged  from  theh'  debts. 
There  were  many  individuals  who  had  been 
crushed  to  the  earth,  and  whose  rirenmstaDoes 
had  been  rendered  deeperate,  by  tbe  disotiarge 
of  their  debtors  and  the  consequent  loss  of  debts 
honestly  due  to  them,  nndcr  this  nojuit  and 
impolitio  law.  It  was  each  individnals  who 
would  chiefly  auflbr  should  the  amendment  be 
ftdopted.  They  had  etra^led  with  misfortune 
as  long  as  they  could ;  and  had  finally,  at  the 
last  hour,  applied  fur  the  benefits  of  the  bank- 
rupt law.  Tlio  proceedings  in  their  oases  were 
now  in  different  stages  of  their  progress ;  and 
he  should  consider  it  unequal,  unfeeling,  and 
nnjost  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  power  of 
bringing  them  to  a  oonolnuon.  It  would  be 
an  eitreme  case,  indeed,  which  could  jostify 
OongresB  in  deolairing,  after  an  individnal  had 
put  himself  to  the  trouble  and  the  expense  of 
instituting  any  prooeedings  under  the  faith  of 
their  own  laws,  tliat  he  should  be  arrested 
midway ;  and  that,  too,  when  he  could  not  by 
poswbUity  be  restored  to  his  former  condition. 

But  againi    There  was  one  State  of  the 


Union  (he  reforred  to  tbe  Btrie  of  UiwR^ 
where  ue  district  Jndge  had  deeded  ths  tot 
mpt  law  to  be  oncooatitatioiial,  sod  li*d  » 
flised  to  discharge  any  of  theaptdicatsfcrfa 
benefit  of  ile  proririMW.  Strike  out  tha  |i»- 
viso ;  and  tbui,  whilst  debtors  in  all  the  odut 
States  bad  been  dieoharged  DDder  the  prariMa 
of  tbe  law,  no  debtor  in  IGssonri  hid  tm  » 
Joyed,  or  oonld  enloy.  Its  beneflL 

Again:  He  asked  what  would  bectaiMrfllii 
property  of  baolTiipta  now  In  the  hsodsot  ^ti 
asfdgneea,  or  nnder  tha  oosUMly  of  tbi  h*. 
This  woidd  present  s  ioeae  ot  oonibrion  vm 
oonfounded.  Strike  ont  tbe  prorin^  tnd  h 
distribntion  of  it  oonld  take  plaee  ammig  lUr 
oreditore ;  beoanae  tba  law  onder  wbon  pmi- 
sions  it  would  have  been  nude,  hid  nsied  M 
exist.  This  would  lead  to  great  iqjsetiu  ui 
endless  liUgation. 

In  view  of  these  clrcmnstaiMe^  if  ba  rn 
entertained  aeriooa  donbta  of  the  coEtintin- 
ality  of  tbe  banbnpt  law,  he  would  HfliEiltM 
doubts  to  operata  in  &vor  4^  TCtaiimig  tLa^ 
viso,  and  would  leave  it  to  tbe  SnpniMCMl 
to  dedde  tbe  eonstitatiuial  qnertko  is  til 
last  resort.  Nothing  bnt  a  dear  ootTiaiB 
that  the  law  was  a  violation  of  the  a» 
stltution,  could  induce  him  to  sandioB  ill  ito 

He  oonrndered  that  it  would  be  a  vai;  h> 
row  coDstmction,  indeed,  to  eonfitie  onrnia 
over  the  aubjeot  of  bankrupteiea,  vliiia  U 
been  conferred  in  the  broadert  and  most  n» 
al  terms,  to  the  paange  of  Jn*t  sndi  a  uA- 
rupt  law  as  existed  in  Englaad  at  th«  ittd 
tbe  Federal  OonstitatkaL  All  (be  liridi  ^a- 
perienoe,  and  all  the  improreiDentaiDueRiwi 
uf  ]«^slation,  niDBt  then  be  diwegaided:  mi 
while  the  world  was  in  a  state  of  Kiiutiit;n- 
greeslon,  we  mnstmake  a  dead  stand  it  lbai«ia 
where  we  found  tbe  En|^lah  bankrspt  br  » 
a  century  ago.  Sorely  tbe  framerad  tbe  o 
stitutlon  never  intended  any  such  ibsori^- 
For  bis  own  part,  he  firmly  bdievsd  IhB » 
bankrupt  law,  based  upon  the  £n^i!li  ■» 
could  ever  exist  for  any  length  of  time  io  to 
country.  It  would  always  destroy  iWit  da 
a  brief  experieooe.  Snob  a  law  wn  a*J^ 
cable  to  a  country  of  tbe  vast  eitaal  af« 
own,  where  the  Federal  jodicdil  tram* 
were  at  such  remote  flirtanff—  fno  od 
other,  and  when  it  was  actaowtodgJ  fc* 
Congress  did  not  possesa  tbe  power  tt  IK^ 
ring  Jurisdiction  in  cases  of  baffknnitcyo''' 
State  court*.  If  d>^  w«reeTertolian»P«' 
manent  and  beneflinal  banknqit  ■J*'^!^!? 
must  look  to  other  modds  than  dw  &r» 
Fortunately,  nnder  tbe  dednon  of  tbe  S^t* 
Court,  each  Stat«  now  poeseasea  tb«  og'' 
tlonable  power  of  passiiw  bankrupt  UwiW* 
will  relieve  its  own  dttMDa  tnm  tbt  <wg 
Hon  of  debta  oontraoted  witk  otbw  (** 
of  tbe  same  State  sabseqiwnt  tofxP'^ 
Bttch  laws.  Nay,  more :  a  disobttt«  ^~^ 
8tat«  bankrapt  law  ia  valid  cvea  sfiioK  » 
oitisena  ot  otber  States,  or  torvffm,  "^ 
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Eoar  Booept  ft  dividandof  tbe-debtor^s  efieota; 
a&d  tlija  vill  alwaja  be  aooepUbU  in  cues 
vhere  any  conudenblo  diTidend  exista.  B«t- 
eral  of  the  SUtea  now  have  snob  banlmipt 
laws.    But  UMogb,  and  more  tban  enoogb  of 

The  sreaent  law  was  eaid  to  be  nnoonstitn- 
tiooal,  Waoso  it  wu  as  insolvent,  and  uot 
a  bankrupt  taw ;  and  that  it  applied,  not  onl^ 
to  traden,  bnt  to  all  other  persons.  But  it 
vonld  be  extremely  difBoult  to  draw  any  line 
c^  distinction  between  insolvenoy  and  bguk- 
mptoy.  Both  signifled  tbe  inability  of  a 
debtor  to  pay  his  debts.  This  was  the  nean- 
inc  of  both  terms,  in  the  abstraot.  There  was 
Ums  difference  between  a  bankrupt  law  and  an 
inaolvent  Uw — Uiat,  whilst  the  latter  dis- 
charged  tbe  peiMn  of  the  debtor  only,  the 
former  discharged  botik  the  debtor  and  the 
debt.  Bonkmptoy  was  a  general  term :  and 
flTen  in  England,  althongh  nominally  none  bnt 
traders  were  entitled  to  the  benrat  of  tbe 
bankrupt  laws  ;  yet,  in  reality,  these  laws  had 
been  extended,  long  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Ooustitntion,  to  many,  vary  many  per- 
sona, who  conid  not,  with  any  propriety,  be 
denominated  traders.  Different  acts  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  most  liberal  Judicial  constmo- 
tion  of  the  term  "  tradeT$,"  had  extended  their 
provisions  to  almost  every  class  of  the  com- 
monity.  He  mi^ht  elto  nnmerona  instances  to 
prove  this  assertion,  if  time  would  permit,  and 
if  they  were  not  fiuniliar  to  every  Senator. 
The  policy  of  England  hod  always  been  to  ex- 
tend still  farther  and  further  the  operation  of 
their  banlcrnpt  laws  to  new  dasses  of  individ- 
nals.  Whilst,  therefore,  he  wonld  be  utterly 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  any  such  bankrupt 
law  for  tJiis  oonntry,  be  could  not  regard  auoh 
a  law  asa  violation  of  the  constitution,  merely  be- 
oanaeils  benefits  or  its  injuries  were  not  confined 
to  persons  who  might  teohnically  and  appro- 
priately bqoalled  traders.  The  power  oonferred 
npon  Oonoreas  br  tike  omutitntion  wu  notlimlted 
to  any  oEua  of  persons,  but  extended  to  the 
whole  snt^eot  of  bankmptoies ;  and  wherever 
bankmptcy  existed  —  whether  among  mer- 
chants, or  farmers,  or  tradesmen — dongresa 
ini(^t  snljeot  them  to  the  operation  of  a  bank- 
But  it  bod  also  been  contended  that  this 
law  was  unconstitutional,  beoanse  it  embraced 
cases  of  voluntary  bankruptcy.  Now,  it  was 
perfectly  well  known  to  every  person  ac- 
qoaiotad  with  the  history  and  operation  of  the 
English  bankrupt  law,  that  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcy had  existed  in  that  conntry  in  fact, 
tboogh  not  in  form,  for  more  than  a  oentnry 
before  the  act  of  6th  George  lY. ;  and  this  act 
did  no  more  than  to  reoogniie  a  practice 
wbiob  had  long  prevailed.  Insolvent  debtors 
in  Eo^aad,  befbra  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  were 
in  the  constant  practice  of  otmoerting  with  some 
one  of  their  oreditors  to  oommit  an  act  of  bank- 
rnptoj,  who  was  thereupon  to  sue  out  a  com- 


mianon  of  bonkrupto^r.  It  was  very  true 
that,  if  this  concert  were  established,  the  com- 
mission would  be  avoided.  But,  In  tbe  natnre 
of  things,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  prove 
the  fact ;  and,  at  losL  the  atatulo  of  George 
IV.  expressly  legalized  such  a  proceeding.  A 
debtor  might  now  make  a  declaration  of  hii 
insolvency  in  the  prescribed  form,  and  this  was 
an  act  of  bankruptcy ;  and  it  was  eipressif 
enacted  "  that  the  bankrupt,  and  any  creditor, 
or  other  person,  concerting  such  a  declaration 
shall  not  invalidate  tho  commission."  Here, 
then,  was  voluntary  bankruptcy,  to  the  same 
extent  which  it  now  existed  nnder  our  present 
law.  The  difference  between  them  was  in 
form,  not  in  fact.  In  both  cases,  the  bank- 
ruptcy was  equally  volnntary ;  and  In  both, 
the  debtor  chose  his  own  time  to  make  his 
application.  He  conld  not,  then,  say  that  our 
law  was  nnconstitutionol,  because  it  recognized 
volnntary  bankruptcy. 

Neither  could  he  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
ITissonrJ,  that  the  law  was  nnconstitnti<»iaI 
became  it  did  not  provide  that,  in  order  to 
procure  his  discharge,  tbe  buikrupt  must 
obtain  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  his  credi- 
tors in  number  and  vnlue.  He  a^ed  entirely 
with  him,  that  it  would  be  unwise  and  inex- 
pedient to  pass  a  bankrupt  law  without  such 
a  provision ;  but  that  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional, was  altogether  a  different  question. 
A  bankrupt  law  woa  a  law  to  discha^e  an 
insolvent  nebtor  from  his  debts,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  he  fairly  and  honestly  surrendered 
all  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  credi- 
tors. The  mode  and  the  manner  of  tbb  dis- 
charge must  neccssorilj  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress,  These  must  necessarily 
vary,  aooording  to  the  varying  opinions  of  tbe 
Legislature,  In  England,  formerly,  four-fifths 
in  number  and  value  of  the  creditors  must 
have  consented.  It  was  now  reduced  to  three- 
fittbs;  and  the  prevailing  opinion,  even  there, 
now  seemed  to  ne,  that  it  would  promote  tbe 
interest  both  of  the  debtor  and  the  creditor,  not 
to  require  the  assent  of  any  portion  of  tbe  credi- 
tors to  the  debtor's  discharge.  Under  onr  old 
baukrapt  law  of  1800,  two-thirda  in  number 
and  vatne  of  the  creditors  were  required  to 
consent.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  would 
now  be  satisfied  with  a  m^ority.  This  was  a 
mere  incidental  qnestion,  in  passing  any  bank- 
rupt law,  which  did  not  enter  into  its  essenoe. 
And  he  oonld  not  say  that  such  a  law  wonld 
not  be  a  bankrupt  law  nnder  the  oonstitntion ; 
althongh  it  might  not  reqaire  the  oonsent  of ' 
any  portion  of  the  bonkmpt'a  oreditora  to 
obtain  tbe  debtor's  disnhorge. 

Whilst  every  feeling  of  his  heart  was  in 
favor  of  relieving  those  unfortunate  debtws 
whose  property  had  already  been  removed 
from  their  own  ooutrol,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  as^gneee,  and  who  had  incurred 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  commencing  pro- 
ceedings,  ho   was   tnil;   r^oioed   that   no 
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constitntioaBl  barrier  interposed  to  preTCiit 
him  fhim  perfonning  an  act  of  hamanl^  and 
Justice. 

He  would  Boggest  another  consideralion : 
he,  in  common  with  his  political  fHends,  was 
aozioiiB  that  this  law  ehomd  be  repealed  before 
the  close  of  the  present  session ;  that  it  ahoold 
no  longer  be  a  blot  npon  oar  atatnte-boolc ;  that 
it  shonld  no  longer  prodaoe  the  figostica,  ini- 
qnit;,  and  frand  vhtoh  bad  startled  the  mhids 
of  a  Tast  mi^oritj  (rf  the  American  people,  and 
caused  them  to  demand  its  rep^d.  If  the 
proviso  fh)m  the  present  bill  were  stricken 
oot,  and  it  were  sent  badtc  to  llie  Hoom  thns 
amended,  the  probability  was,  that  it  wonid  be 
lost  altogether,  and  that  the  law  wonld 
neither  be  amended  nor  repealed.  Vfaa  it 
not  wiser,  then,  for  Senators  to  make  the  tri- 
fliag  concession  of  suffering  those  who  had 
already  applied  for  its  benefits  to  obtain  their 
discharge,  than  to  leave  the  law  in  fall  force 
for  anoUier  year? 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  Hi.  Beh- 
ton's  emeodment,  and  decided  in  the  n^atiTe ; 
BO  the  motion  U>  atrike  ont  the  pronso  did 
not  prevail. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  in  the  form  in 
which  it  came  from  the  Eonse,  without  any 
amendment,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Hessra.  Men,  Archer,  Bagby,  Bsyard, 
Bncbmui,  Calhoun,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cathbert, 
Davton,  Fallon,  Graham,  Huntington,  King,  Linn, 
HcDuffle,  HoKoberts,  Mangum,  Uerriok,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Hires,  BsTier,  Bprague,  Sturgeon,  Tftppan, 
Walker,  WUcoj,  WilllMna,  Woodburj,  Wright,  and 
Young— 83. 

Nits. — Ueisrs.  Barroir,  Bates,  Berrien,  Cfaoftte, 
ClaytoD,  Evans,  Kerr,  HiUer,  Porter,  Smith,  of 
iDdiaaa,  Tatlmadge,  White,  andWoodbridge— IS. 


nOUSX  OF  BEFKESZHT ATI  VKB. 

UomiAT,  February  27. 
Sifiht  of  Search  Quation, 

The  following  Ueasage  was  received  IVom 
the  President  of  the  U.  Btates,  in  reply  to  a 
rasulntion  cf  the  House  of  the  SSd  instant, 
oomraunicating  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
Btate  on  the  sobjeot  of  the  claim  set  op  by  the 
British  Government  to  viut  American  vessels, 
together  with  the  oorrespondence  between 
Lord  Aberdeen  and  Mr,  Everett  on  the  sab- 
Jeot: 

Washibotok,  Febmar;  aT,  IMS. 
7b  the  Soau  ef  RtprfnOaHmt : 

la  compUaDce  with  the  resolution  of  the  Houss 
of  Repress  ntstives  of  tJie  22d  liKtant,  requesting 
ne  to  oommunioate  to  the  House  "wbatoTer  cor- 
respondence or  commuoication  maj  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  BriUsh  Government  respecting  the 
Freeldeal's  construction  of  the  late  British  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington,  as  it  concerns  an  alleged 
right  to  TiBiC  American  vesseli,"  J  herewith  trans- 
mit a  report  mode  to  ms  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  also  thoagbt  proper  to  oomnnmloate 
co^  of  Lord  Aherdeen'a  letter  of  SOtb  Deounbar, 


1841,  to  Mr.  Everetti  Kr.  Eventt>l  hteeTOt 
ISd  December,  in  reidy  thereto;  aodeitndiba 
several  tetters  of  Mr.  Everett  tt  '  " 
Bute. 
I  osn&et  forego  the  exprMrioagfarr^H 


that  *U  poanbility  of  mismiitfrslaailhit  ■  to  it 
true  ootutmelion  of  the  Sth  uiicta  « ih*  Mi| 
lately  concloded  between  Great  Britun  ud  fla 
United  SUtea,  was  precluded  bj  the  pUa  udnG- 
weighed  lenRoage  m  which  it  h  eqnaed.  Ih 
des&e  of  boui  Governments  ii  to  pit  u  end,  m 
speedily  as  possible,  to  the  alave^iads  \  ud  Ibt 
desire,  I  need  scarceWadd,  It  •«  ibei^iids 
rincerelrfelt  by  the  United  Kates  n  it  csakt^ 
Great  Britain.  Tethmost  not  be  brgottatlM 
the  trade,  thongh  novnnivMs«llyr«pnAatMl,«( 
nptoalsile  pwiod,  praeaeated by aU i^ dw H 
engage  In  it ;  and  there  were  mtetmatd;  W 
very  few  COiiiMianpowaTS  whose  sol^eslimnm 
permitted,  and  even  encomiged,  M  Atn  m  di 
proats  of  what  was  regvded  BaBpei{Kdflrt» 
mate  commeroe.  It  orieitiated  at  a  powd  ■■( 
before  the  United  Statee  bod  become  bdtpaidBl; 
and  was  carried  on  within  our  bocdna,  in  offe 
Uon  to  the  most  earnest  remoostraoctaind  <^ 
tnlalioDs  Of  some  of  the  ooloniee  hiwtaiclilni 
most  acUvely  proaecnted.  Tboas  tap^  a  t 
were  aa  little  liable  to  Inquiry  er  failernpiHi  • 
any  others.  Ila  chaiaeter,  thes  flxed  by  <<"■ 
consent  and  general  practice,  oooM  etdy  bsdstjtj 
by  tbe  positive  assent  of  each  and  enrruM 
expressed  either  in  the  form  of  monieiFal  h>* 
eonventjonol  arrangement.  The  United  EltiH  y 
the  way  la  efforts  to  sapprea  iL  Tbiy  (UmJ  > 
right  to  dictate  to  oihns,  bat  they  rndnd,  nfc 
out  waiUog  for  the  co-eperatlon  of  other  fits^ 
to  prohibit  it  to  their  own  idtiaeiii,  and  lo  liatia 
peqwtration  by  them  with  condign  pmiiihwit  1 
may  safely  affirm  that  it  never  ooconed  19  1^ 
QoTcmment  that  any  new  maritime  rigbLKocl 
to  it  from  the  podtion  it  bad  ibasnMMdiirr 
gird  to  the  slave-trade.  If^  before  oarkvbis 
sappreseion,  the  flag  of  every  nation  migbt  nre* 
the  ocean  nnqtiestiODcd  by  oar  eniaen, <'^<^ 
dom  was  not,  In  our  opinion,  in  tbe  least  ilxilpi 
by  oar  manleipel  le^slation. 
Any  other  doottioe,  U  Is  plaio,  wodd  •#^i' 


■ny  arbitrary  and  ever-vacying  ajAia  of 
Kuiee,  adopted  at  wBl  by  the  peat  — 
for  tbe  time  being,  the  (tadeoC(lm< 


i^^ o.  — -J 

places  or  in  any  ardclee  which  andi  pewtt  "^ 
see  fit  lo  prohibit  to  its  own  solt^eols  «  o^ 
A  principle  of  this  kind  could  soared)'  be  x^ma 
edged,  without  subjecting  commerce  to  Itei^e 

nt  and  horosaiog  veiotiona. 

attempt  to  justify  Bach  a  pretesrioaw 

■ht  to  visit  and  detain  ahlpa  npea  taW"* 

loB  «f  firae*,  wodd  dewrredj  be  tifm 

condeunadoe;  dnee  It  wtatdl)* 


the  right 
snspidoB 


attempt  to  oenvart  •■  ealidiUrind  nds  ef  «•*« 
lew,  hMorponted  aa  a  pciadple  iuo  tbs  nio* 
tionol  code  bv  the  eeneent  of  all  BadoM>»> 
role  and  prlndple  adt^ted  by  •  dngls  v^  ?* 
enibroed  oidj  by  its  ossoued  anthMJ^-  '"r 
and  detain  a  ship  npon  swpieian  ef^fJW-  *? 
prob^le  canse  and  [o  good  &Uh,  aSmi  as  ]■ 
ground  either  for  complaint  csi  thefS't''** 
don  whose  flsR  she  bears,  or  tiaim  of  fadntf?* 
tlie  part  of  the  owner.    Oie  aoinasl  l»»«» 
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tiooa,  uid  Uw  eomMMi  good  raqidrefl,  the  exlstanM 
of  (ueh  »  rale,  n*  right,  under  mdi  nrean- 
t^-""— ,  dM  onlj  lo  TMt  and  deUin,  bat  to  iBaToti 
ft  shJp^  la  1.  peiwot  rigbt,  and  Invbhefl  ndther  re* 
■poMubilltj  nor  fndeiuii^.  Bnl^  with  tUi  Aa^ 
eiDeptlon,  no  utlon  hu,  in  tine  of  pMoe,  tnf  w- 
thority  to  det^  the  (bipa  of  ■nothsr  upon  IIm 
tJgh  aeaa,  on  taj  pretext  wluterar,  beyond  the 
lli^ts  of  the  territorial  jnriB^llon.  And  auch,  I 
■m  bappf  to  find.  Is  mbBtantlatlj  the  doatriae  of 
Great  Britain  hereelf;  In  her  moat  recent  official  da- 
elaratloDS,  and  even  in  tlioee  now  coaunntiioated  to 
the  Booae.  Tlieee  deolandom  may  well  lead  m 
to  doubt  whetber  the  apparent  dUfeMooe  between 
tbe  two  OoTemBienla  ik  not  ratber  one  of  del< 
nltioa  tban  of  princtide.  Not  onlr  i«  tlie  li^ 
of  atortA,  pfopeflj  lo  oaUed,  disolwoed  b;  Great 
Britain ;  but  even  that  of  UMie  Tidt  and  inqidi; 
ia  aaserted  with  qoaliBealiona  Inoonustent  with  the 
idea  of  a  perfeot  iMit. 

In  the  de^pateh  rf  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Ererett, 
of  the  20th  of  December,  1B41,  as  alu)  in  that 
JtMt  leoriTed  br  the  Briddi  mimster  In  this  comi- 
trf,  made  to  Mr.  Fox,  hli  lordibip  decUrei  that  ii; 
In  iplte  of  an  the  preoauUon  wUch  ihsU  be  uMd 
to  prevent  roeb  occQirenoee,  an  American  abtp, 
by  reason  of  any  TfaU  or  detention  by  a  Britiib 
ondser,  "  Aoold  aaH^r  hw  and  iqjury,  it  would  b« 
foUowed  by  pRwopt  and  ample  remmendon;" 
and  in  order  to  mMo  more  mamfeit  ber  intenUona 
In  tbia  re^wot,  Loi4  Aberdeen,  in  the  daapatoh  of 
tlie  toth  of  Deoember,  makea  known  to  Mr.  Et- 
■rett  the  natnro  of  the  Initmctioni  giTBn  to  tlia 
Britiih  erniaml.  Theea  are  eucb  aa,  if  bithfuUy 
obserred,  would  enable  the  Bridah  OoTemmant  to 
approiiiDate  the  etandard  of  a  fair  indemnity.  That 
OoTeronwnt  haa,  in  aemal  oaaea,  Ailfilled  ber 
promieea  in  this  pertlonlar,  by  making  adequate 
reparatioa  Ibr  damago  done  lo  oni  eommeroe.  It 
ieema  obTiona  to  renurk,  Uiat  a  right  wfaloh  ia  only 
to  be  eierclaed  under  (ueh  leetrietiotia  and  precaa- 
Uomi,  and  risk.  In  caa«  of  any  aarignable  damage, 
to  be  followed  by  the  coneeqnenoei  of  a  tieqiaaa, 
"  n  acaroely  be  considered  any  thing  "  " 


<t  withheld 


pririlege  a^ed  for,  and  either  ec 

on  the  Dsnal  principles  of  IntMnsuioiw  t:uini\j. 

The  prininples  Ud  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's 
despatches,  and  the  a«(iuances  of  indemnity  there- 
in  held  ont,  althoagh  the  ntmoat  reliance  was 
pUced  on  the  good  &ith  of  the  Britidi  Gorernmnit, 
were  not  legwded  by  the  Iseeviive  aa  a  mffident 
wemlty  againM  tha  abuses  whkb  Lord  Aberdeeo 
admitted  ndght  arise  In  even  tho  moM  oantioos 
■nd  moderate  exercise  of  their  new  maritime 
police  1  and,  therefore,  la  my  message  at  tbe  open- 
tnff  of  tbe  last  sesdon,  I  set  forth  tbe  riews  enter- 
labed  by  the  BxeeotlTe  on  thia  sntgect,  and 
tobatauti^y  affirmed  both  oor  InoUnatlon  and 
•bOity  to  enhroe  oar  own  laws,  protect  our  flag 
from  aboae,  tad  aeqnH  onrselTes  m  all  oor  duties 
and  cbSgBtloni  «n  the  Urii  seaa.  In  view  of  these 
saserUons,  tbe  treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated; 
and  upon  conatdtatiMi  with  the  British  negotiator 
SI  to  tbe  qoaatnn  of  foree  necessary  to  be  employ- 
ed, in  order  to  attain  Uieee  objeets,  the  result  to 
«h)ch  the  most  deliberate  estfanate  bd  waa  em- 
bo£ed  bi  the  Bth  artlde  of  tbe  treaty. 

Buoh  were  my  riews  at  the  time  of  negotiating 
that  treaty,  and  soeh.  In  my  opiidtHi,  is  its  plain 
snd  iUr  interpretalloii.  I  ivgarded  tho  Bth  nrtiole 
H  remoTing  HX  poaslbla  pretext,  on  the  gronnd  of 


[Makch,  1&1& 

mere  necessity,  to  flait  and  det^  our  ships  upon 
tbe  African  coast,  becanse  of  any  alleged  abase  of 
our  flsg  by  slaTe-trsders  of  other  nations.  We 
had  taken  npon  ontselTet  the  bniden  of  preTeotiug 
any  roch  abnee,  by  itlpnlating  to  foinbb  an  armed 
force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting  parties 
as  snffldent  to  accomplish  that  object 

Denying,  aa  we  did  snd  do,  all  color  of  right  to 
eierciBe  any  nch  general  poUco  over  tbe  flags  of 
independent  nations,  we  did  not  demand  of  Great 
Britain  any  formal  renonclatioQ  of  her  preteo^on; 
still  less  liad  we  the  Idea  of  yieldiDg  any  thing  our- 
selvea  in  that  leepeot.  We  dioae  to  inake  a  prao- 
tloal  settlement  of  the  qnsstlan.  This  ws  owed  to 
what  we  had  alnady  done  i^on  this  satdeeC  Tho 
honor  of  the  eomtrr  oallad  for  It ;  the  tionor  of 
lie  flag  demanded  that  it  slionld  not  be  used  by 
others,  to  oOTer  an  imqaitous  traffic  This  Oot' 
emment,  I  am  Tery  sure,  has  botii  the  inclination 
and  the  abllit;^  to  do  this ;  and,  if  need  be,  it  win 
not  content  itself  with  a  fleet  t^  ^hty  guns ;  but, 
sooner  than  any  foreign  OoTemment  sh^l  exercise 
the  proTioce  or  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling  Ita 
obligations — tbe  highest  of  wbich  is  to  protect  Its 
flag  alike  from  abuse  or  insult — It  would,  I  doubt 
not,  pat  in  reqtdsltion  for  that  purpose  its  whole 
ttstsl  power.  The  parpcae  of  tUs  Government  ia 
blthfUly  to  fbUU  the  treaty  on  Its  part ;  and  it  will 
notpeimlt  Itsdf  to  doubt  that  Great  Britabi  wiU 


The  Clerk  bad  read  bnt  &  anull  portion  of 
the  Uessage,  when  the  reading  vas  arrested ; 
and, 

Oq  motion  of  Ur.  Boira, 

Tlie  HonM  a^oomed. 

IB  SEHATB. 

FsiDAT,  HBroh  8. 

LiMtmant  Hvmoitfi  .firpMUUm  to  the  Boeijf 

Mountain: 

A  commnnioation  was  reoetved  flwa  the 
War  Department,  In  answer  to  a  oall  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  report  of  lientonant  Tn- 
mont'a  expedition  to  the  Rocky  Uonntaina. 

Ifr.  Liint  moved  that  it  be  printed  for  tha 
use  of  the  Senate  |  and  also  that  one  thonsand 
extra  copies  be  printed. 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Ur.  L.  sud,  that 
in  the  coarse  of  the  last  ennuner  a  very  inter- 
esting eTpedition  bad  been  undertaken  to  the 
Rooky  Uonntains,  ordered  br  Oolonel  Aber^ 
chief  of  the  Topographical  Bniean,  with  tbe 
sanotion  of  the  Seoretarr  of  War,  and  execated 
by  Lieaten&nt  Fremont  of  the  topogn^bical 
engineers.  The  object  of  tiie  ezpetition  was 
to  eiamloe  and  report  npon  tbe  nrere  and  the 
ooontry  between  the  frontjers  of  Uissoari  and 
the  base  of  the  Bockr  Honntains;  and  etpe- 
oi^y  to  examine  the  oharaoter,  and  asoert^n 
tbe  latitude  and  longitnde  of  tiie  South  Fasi^ 
the  great  crossing-place  in  theae  motmbdna  on 
the  way  to  the  Oregon.  All  the  objects  of  Uw 
expediticu  bad  been  MOompUihed,  aad  in  a 
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T&7  to  be  beneficial  to  science,  and  instntctdve 
to  the  general  reader,  aa  well  aa  naeM  to  the 
GovemmeDt. 

Sapplied  with  the  best  aatronotnioal  and 
barometrical  inetnunente,  well  qualified  to  ose 
them,  and  accompanied  t>j  twentj-fiTQ  voya- 
geurt  enlisted  for  the  pnrpoBe  at  St.  Looia, 
and  truned  to  all  the  Waahipa  and  dangen 
of  tike  prurieaandthe  iiiOD]it«iii^  Ur.  EYemont 
left  the  month  of  the  Kanaaa,  on  the  frontien 
of  Hiaaonri,  on  the  10th  of  June ;  and,  In  the 
dmOBt  inoiMiUf  ehort  ipaoe  of  four  monthly 
letnmed  to  the  aame  point,  without  an 
ftooident  to  a  man,  and  with  a  TBst  maaa  of 
naefdl  observation^  and  many  hundred  aped- 
mens  in  botanj  and  ^logj. 

In  execntiog  hla  inatmotions,  Hr.  Fremont 
proceeded  up  the  Kansas  River  far  enongh  to 
tsxrtala  it«  cliaracter,  and  then  crossed  over 
to  the  Qreat  Platte,  and  pursued  that  river  to 
its  source  in  the  monntains,  where  the  Sweet 
Water  (a  head  branch  of  the  Platte)  issues  from 
the  neighborhood  of  the  South  Pasa.  He 
reached  the  pass  on  the  Bth  of  August,  and 
desoribesic  aaa  wide  and  low  deprearion  in  the 
monntains,  where  the  ascent  Is  as  eas7  as  that 
of  the  hill  on  which  thia  Oapftol  at^ida.  and 
where  a  plainlr-beaten  wagon  road  leads  to 
the  Oregon,  throngh  the  vatler  of  Lewis's 
BItbt,  a  fork  of  the  Golnmbia.  He  went 
throngh  the  Pass,  and  saw  the  head-wat«rs  of 
the  Golorado,  of  the  Onlf  of  Oaliforaia ;  and, 
leaving  the  voUefs  to  indulge  a  laudable  curi- 
osity, and  to  tu^e  some  useful  observations, 
and  attended  hj  four  of  his  men,  he  climbed 
the  loftiest  peak  of  the  Book;  Uountuns, 
until  then  untrodden  hj  anj  known  human 
being;  and,  on  the  ISdi  of  Anonat,  looked 
down  upon  ioe  and  snow  soma  uonsand  feet 
below,  and  traced  in  the  distanee  the  vallara 
of  the  rivers  which,  taking  thrtr  rise  in  tne 
aame  elevated  ridge,  flow  in  opporite  directions 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  to  the  KissisrippL 
From  that  ultimate  point  he  returned  bf  tne 
valley  of  the  Great  Platte,  following  this 
stream  in  its  whole  course,  and  solving  all 
questions  in  relation  to  its  navignbili^,  and 
tae  ohoraoter  of  the  country  through  whioh  It 
flows. 

Over  the  whole  course  of  this  extended 
lonte,  bar<Mnetrioal  observatlona  were  made  hj 
Ifr.  Fremont,  to  aacertun  elevationa  both  c^ 
the  plains  and  of  the  mount^ni ;  astronomical 
observationa  were  taken,  to  asoertun  latitudes 
and  longitndes;  the  &m  of  the  conntrj  was 
marked  aa  arable  or  Bt«rile;  the  fiunlity  for 
travdliuA^  and  the  practicability  of  routea, 
noted ;  the  grand  features  of  nature  described, 
and  some  presented  in  drawings  i  military  por- 
tions indicated ;  and  a  large  contribution  to 
geology  and  botany  was  made  In  the  varietieB 
of  plants,  flowers,  shrubs,  trees,  and  grasses, 
and  rocks  and  earths,  which  were  enumerated. 
Drawings  of  some  grand  and  atriking  points, 
and  a  map  of  the  whole  ronta,  lUostnte  the 
report,  and  Ihdlitate  tho  underBtaoding  of  its 
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detaiK  Eight  carta,  drawn  }tj  tro  unbi 
eadi,  aocompanled  the  eipedidoD;  i  Ua 
which  attests  the  facility  of  travelluffi  is  ihji 
TBst  region.  Herds  of  buffaloes  fbiiiiuied  nV 
ristence  to  the  men ;  a  short,  nutritiwu  m 
sost^ed  the  horses  and  mules.  Twobifi, 
(one  of  twelve*  years  of  age,  the  otba  of 
eighteeiLf)  besides  the  enlisted  man,  ucoe- 
panied  the  expedition,  and  took  thdt  ian  <i 
its  hardships ;  which  proves  that  boys,  u  id 
aa  men,  are  able  to  bwwse  the  cMmtty  to  (t» 
Booky  Uountains. 

The  reenlt  of  all  his  obawalloiti  lb.  fn- 
mont  had  condensed  into  a  brirf  npnt— 
enoofffa  to  make  a  document  of  somsniHljtr 
one  hundred  paeee;  and,  beUeving  tint  tbii 
doonment  wonla  be  of  general  intenst  to  it 
whole  country,  and  boiefidal  to  ed«nc^  ■ 
well  as  naeful  to  the  Government,  1  monlie 
printing  of  the  extra  number  whiclihiitiw 
named. 

In  making  thia  motion,  and  in  brinj^  lis 
report  to  Uie  notioe  of  the  Senate,  1  lib  i 
great  pleaaore  in  notioing  the  aotiTi^  ud» 
portanoe  of  the  Topognwniesl  Bareu.  Code 
lU  skiUhl  and  vigOaot  head,  (Odonei  AbslJ 
numerous  valoable  and  InccwJant  sum;!  ai 
made ;  and  a  maaa  of  informatiou  ediecM  d 
the  highest  importance  to  the  comtiT  par 
ally,  as  well  as  to  the  military  bnna  li  i» 
public  service.  This  report  proTeseoDdoaTd; 
that  the  country,  for  sereni  hnndrtd  nita 
from  the  frontier  of  Missonri,  is  eioecAi^ 
beantifol  and  fertile ;  alternate  woodlud  m 
prairie,  and  cert^  portiona  well  SDp[iti<d  tH 
water.  It  also  proves  that  the  valkr  of  tte 
river  Fatte  has  a  very  rich  so&,  »**I 
great  fkoilitaee  for  emigrants  to  the  ircitvf  <•> 
Bochy  HoDutains. 

Ibe  printing  waa 
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FuDAT,  Uaroh  S. 
7A«  ^peater't  AiminMntiM. 

Mr.  Wkllks,  of  Ohio,  on  leave  ^ro,  lil 
presented  the  foOowing  reeolntiai : 

nttoirtd.  That  the  ihaufca  of  Uiu  Eon  be  oil- 
ed to  the  Hon.  Jons  Wnin,  for  the  4ble,  dnM 
snd  dignlSed  msnuer  in  which  be  hu  diiaa>^ 
tiM  duties  of  Speaksi'  dnHng  tbe  HHh  CocgiK 

The  qneetion  waa  taken,  and  the  vott  teA 
ed — yeas  141,  nays  IT. 

Mr.  FiOKBNs  then  moved  that  Um  BM 
adjourn  tine  dit;  which  being  earrisd, 

The  Bfxakkb  addressed  the  BaeN«» 
lows: 

GMTLixnr :  Before  I  deekie,  for  d»  W  i^ 
your  adiOBTwnent.  allow  we  to  teajw  to  w«*  * 
every  oneof  yon.mygiatefiillhsBtafcr"'"'* 

*i««eotIha»«iiiv«rkbly»«Mii«'*I* 

;  offlceri  and  s^edaUT  to  ikPUn 


•  BuMA  BMtoa,  MS  or  BMMt  MM. 
t  HsoiT  Bnnt,  Ma  ef  OoL  aaa^  if  K I^^  ** 
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flxpTadon  or  faTOnble  oinnlon  conUned  in  tha 
Ktolution  orderad  to  be  entenkl  on  jaaz  jounud 
this  Dight.  Tet  I  eunat  but  fe«I  tlut  I  am  more 
indebtad  to  tbe  kindncM  of  tMs  Hoose,  than  its  jiu- 
tice,  In  the  tdoption  of  thii  reMlatioa. 

I  tnut,  however,  I  ih>U  ever  eherleh  all  thoie 
omotiom  of  gratitade  and  aOectloa  whicb  BO  rinial 
*n  fnitaace  of  joar  genenMlt]'  ought  to  iiupt«. 
WbUst  the  oeiuuie  of  thia  body  oannot  be  conrid- 
end  a  trivial  pnnlghmeot,  Its  pnUae  ean  never  be 
esteemed  an  ordiuarr  compliment.  Next  to  the 
■BtlabetioD  arimag  from  a  conadoaraew  of  bav- 
ing  diachacged  m;  dutj,  bi  the  ^^Kobalion  of  thoae 
vbo^have  been  eonKant  wttneawa  of  mjoffldal 
eondoet  It  va«  with  dUBdenM  and  faedtaaeiTi 
knowing  well  the  high  bat  Jnit  leBponabllit;  of 
thia  ituion,  that  I  persuaded  mjielf  to  engage  in 
the  diaeharge  of  iCe  delicate  and  arduona  dutie*. 
Nothing  but  the  hope  that  I  tbould  receive  the  cor- 
dial tnpport  of  tbe  liberal  of  all  ddea  in  tbls  Hoiue, 
conld  have  Induced  me  to  undertake  so  dlfScuIt  a 


expectationa  of  candor  and  lavor  have  been  more 
than  realized.  Amidat  all  the  eidcement  growing 
oat  of  animated  debtUee  upon  the  great  iDtereita  of 
tbe  coontrv,  irtilcb  have  lo  often  and  ao  deejdy  im- 
premed  all  om  minda,  and  enlieted  the  wameat 
ieelingi  of  tbe  heart,  I  bare  experienced  a  uniform 
politeneas  &om  ever;  quarter  of  thia  Honae.  When, 
in  the  trial  of  opinion  upon  questions  of  impor- 
tance and  difficoltj,  this  Honae  bas  been  eqiudlj 
divided,  and  aj  vote  baa  been  demanded  bv  the 
rules,  I  have  invariably  found,  in  that  half  of  the 
membera  fVom  whoae  judgment  I  have  differed,  a 
dispoaition  to  allow  me  tbe  same  freedom  of  dellb- 
eraUon  and  independence  of  thought  which  they 
BBserted  for  themselves. 

The  position  I  bave  oocuided  sbice  my  elevation 
to  this  Cbair  haa  made  it  my  duty  to  scan  cloeely 
the  progress  of  budaeaa  in  thia  House  ;  and  1  owe 
it  to  truth  and  jnallce  to  declare,  wlthoot  reference 
to  party,  that  I  have  witnessed  an  Industry,  a  pa- 
triotism, and  independence,  a  aeries  of  information 
and  eloquence,  that  would  have  done  honor  to  any 
deliberative  asMmUy  In  any  age  or  oonntry. 

Well  am  I  convinced,  in  deqdte  of  the  recent  ef- 
fbrts  that  hare  been  niMe,  in  varioDS  qoartete,  by 


•MMf.  [1Lukib:,1SM. 

misrepresentation  and  traduotion,  to  weaken  the 
public  reapeet  and  confidence  in  the  immediate 
Bepresentativea  of  the  people,  that  the  scrutiny  of 
time  will  prove  this  House  to  be  the  sanotasry  c^ 
the  eonalltntloit — tbe  citadel  of  dvil  liberty — the 
pallafflum  of  thia  republic  It  la  here — it  Is  here, 
ID  this  grand  Inqueat  of  the  nation— here,  if  any- 
where, that  resistance  will  be  made  to  the  silent 
aria  of  corruption,  or  to  tbs  daring  encroachments 
of  power ;  snd  if  the  oonstituIJon,  the  sacred  char- 
ter of  American  freedom,  be  destined  to  periah  by 
the  rathleas  hand  of  the  demagogue  or  the  usurper, 
(which  Ood  avertl)  hei«,  npon  this  floor.  It  will 
breathe  its  last  agooiee — its  dyin^  gasp. 

In  the  course  of  oar  deUberations,  in  a  moment 
of  commotion  and  eicilemeiit,  I  am  sensibla  I- 
may,  at  timea,  hare  wounded  the  feelings  of  mem- 
ben.  I  bave  never  arrested  the  progress  of  boai- 
nesB,  to  enter  into  eiplanationa.  Hypoaitlon  In 
this  chair  made  it  impoamble  for  me  to  do  so,  with- 
out endangering  the  order  and  diniity  of  Ibis 
House.  Besides,  the  moment  of  irritation  is  not 
the  moat  propitious  time  for  aatiifactory  explana- 
tions. I  uve  chosen,  at  the  haaard  of  ii^ustioe  to 
my  motives,  to  l^*e  my  justiScalioa  to  tiie  calm 
and  sober  refleetian  of  membera.  On  my  part,  I 
have  no  wrongs  to  'complain  of  ftom  any  individ- 
ual upon  thia  floor.  If  any  ttave  been  intended  or 
done,  they  have  long  dnee  been  forgiven  and  for- 
gottto.  I  thank  my  Qod  I  have  no  memory  for  in- 
juries. 

We  aro  now  about  to  part — many,  very  many  of 
us,  never  to  meet  sgaio.  Letus  separate  as  social, 
moral  beings  should  eeparate~as  friends,  as  broth- 
ers. Hay  the  honor  of  this  House,  and  the  honor 
of  this  nation,  be  the  paramount  ambition  of  ua 
an.  No  matter  what  may  be  onr  future  desti- 
ny— whether  in  private  or  public  life — let  all  ths 
ends  we  aim  at  he  our  country's,  God's,  and 
Truth's. 

With  cordisl  wishes  for  your  health  and  happl- 
neas,  and  fervent  prayers  for  the  peace,  prosperity, 
and  lasting  liberty  of  onr  common  country,  I  pro- 
nounce this  House  adjourned  without  day. 

The  oddreu  was  received  vith  loud  ezpress- 
iotu  of  gratification. 
And  the  Htrase,  »i-M  dU,  ft^ounted. 
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•dBtttuttM;  ahtalDMatnia  In  Iti  aaMti,«M;not 
nch  an  aMnrnptton  at  tha  alcaa  of  tha  BerolntiaaarT 
-War,  «M;  ftntbar  debita,  WI,  tM,  SM ;  uotloii  to  peat- 
pone  lort,'m 

Tha  iwliitloii,  TDS ;  uneiutnianti,  TUB;  a  blae  iNoa 
prtaintad  to  tha  people,  TM;  tha  poirer  of  the  OavEm- 
maot  OB  thia  point  lettled  afflRnllttalr,  TM ;  aaqua- 
UOB  t>,  onght  Iheae  debU  to  ha  BaaniDedtTM;  motJos 
to  peatpone,  TOS;  othei'  Teaolnlloai  lild  oa  tb*  tabK 
TOT. 


Toi.  XIV,— *6 


li,TH. 


■  O- 


B  NawE 


ihbc,  8^181;  lalitlTa  to  tha  daennantaiy  hlitoiri  IB&i 
^Oook  mlla  OfnUm.-~at  AhIcii,  nd.  11 
AttoriHr-fHiural,  <^h*  ^.~-St*  Mia,  rat.  10. 

Atobuw,  John  B.,  BepneentaUTe  from  Haw  Jtntj,  \  18L 


Babodox,  Amin,  BeproMntatlTa  from  "Svw  Turk,  Ki. 

BiesT, ,  BenitoT  from  *  i-h-™.,  S3> ;  on  the  appor- 

tlOBmeBtbUl,4M;  on  tha  tail^  4T1 ;  on  tha  uramptlon 
ofBtaUdabt^BSf. 

Bahama  Saiti4.—/!et  Jji4tB\  toL  t. 

SatUmon  d  Ohio  Sailroad.—Stt  Ind^,  toL  IB. 

BvtUmori  A  VcuMit^fim  BaUroad-Stt  Itdtia,  tdL  11. 

Bant  Settt,  Urn  oih— In  the  Senate,  a  moUon  for  leiTe  ta 
brln(lnibtUraliti«ta,lSS;  hothUg mora  taiKnable 
than  to  raqnlta  tha  mona^ed  Intanat  to  eontiibata  to 
tha  iDpport  of  OoTammtnt,  18> ;  Ib  other  ooBBtrlta  tba 
hanking  Intareit  isbjeet  to  taxation,  IW ;  Amnerlr  taxed 
Id  tbli  omutfT,  IW ;  maaDar  of  larjlng  the  bank  tax  la 
Great  Britain.  188;  taxation  of  tha  elrenliUon  of  (be 
Bank  of  Englaad  Ibr  the  laat  Utf  ^ean,  \Vt\  aitiaet 
frotn  a  naent  blatot?  oT  tlw  Bank,  110 ;  aqnltj  of  tUi 
tii,nO;  thatulalBlllnthlaeoantrr,  ITD;  ipetltlOD 
Olcard,  ITO;  dataili  of  tha  bill  and  prob^da 
tfmplf  of 


Its '  not  wlthiB  tha  power*  «f  the  Conatltntlan,  1T4 ;  tho 
oempioinlw  act  orlglnalad  In  tha  Benata,  ITl ;  tortbai 
dabolo,  1I«,  ITS. 
BOni  q^Ua  (Utad  ^latw— In  tba  Baoat^  Tcaolntlou  nla- 
tlTe  to  tha  olraalaUgn  of  tha  dead  notai  ai,  offBred,  IV, 

Ii,thaHoua,ataaoliiUoB  to  loqnlre  Into  the  aipa- 
dlansj  of  eatabllihlBg  a  National  Bank  oO^nd.  SOO. 

In  tba  Banata,  a  bal  i^oitad,  tW ;  amaDdmaDt  <«■ 
ttfA,SM, 

Wboeaoaedthadalayof  the  blBt  808;  what  a»  tha 
mtaHrei  pnpoaad  1 8Dt ;  It  la  aald  tha  OMQtrr  it  In  an 
agonr,  (iiTliign)raetloB,308;  matlrta  of  Bawt<ms  808; 
la  II  tha  iBtanUoB  la  paaa  tha  pg-Iaw  of  tha  other 
Hooae  f  810 ;  a  btr  and  open  oppoaitun  obJj'  li  maasl; 
SU;  Sanaton  oenoalre  ther  are  fiillowlBg  the  path  of 
dot;  In  trflBg  to  dritat  th*  maaaon,  w  if  thaj  euuot 
do  that,  Id  raDdetlag  It  odlona  a*  poidbla,  tlo ;  a  maaa 
nraiboBldbabnn^tliifWBrdlhat  wsoIdgiT*  tbamk- 
]orltjr^eontroloftheBenaU,UO;  the  raiaHoaahlp  of 
tba  pnpoaad  uaaMua  ts  tha  aUan  and  aedlthiB  kw,  811 ; 
what  doaa  tha  miDocllj  qnaaUoB  bat  their  oadoabtad 
il^ttoeiamlBaai«7DeBHinwUah  they  beUera  In- 
ImleallotliatntaiaitaarikaoonntrrlSll:  whatlalba 
altaaUanofpattlMhanlSll;  &an  whom  m  wa  l»(*t 
thlalanmllUaulSU;  whitilght  ha    ~  -    •     ■- 

Urnl;  thoWhlga,di  ' 
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peopl*  brtruiteilBf  Uwm  to  ■  eopontloiirSU;  It 


Bit. 

TbtM  tbiMti  of  npul  (Ut  M  til*  Idla  wln^  Stl; 
nowtniu  pnpialtlan,  8U;  Otts  tin  Ubertls  <K  Iba  ii>- 
tleB  DUf  IM  tarUrtd  tmr  wtUunt  Uwli  cosHat,  K* 
whit  Utile  propudtlan  Uilf  itit^r  Sll;  to  Wat*  It  l> 
to  uuwer  It,  Sll;  Uw  ntijMt  of  OODtrut  1*  •  WTsnlcii 
powei  of  Oaranuiwnt,  ud  not  ■  man  pilnU  ilfht, 

Vbj  had  not  tba  loan  bill  b«ui  tikan  op  In  tha  etluT 
Eania  befora  tha  lud  bmr  «a ;  bow  hu  tba  HouH  lOt 
bcfora  the  Beuta,  eieopt  b7  the  (ic-Il«r  SIB;  toma 
toutnra  will  ba  IntndDoed  to  gin  U  tha  m^oiltr  tha 
eastral  of  tha  bulnn^  Sit ;  look  at  the  Ikoti  U  the  VM, 
SIS;  tha  ta^oritr  hare  soimmed  tha  ttme,  111;  tha 
fMadoin  otdebata  hu  naTar  fat  baaa  ibrUged  In  thli 
body,  tm 

The  ilghta  of  Btuton  nlitlTa  to  debataa,  SIT;  tha 
Batnra  oT  unendmenti,  HT ;  the  people  want  dlienwlDO, 
■IB;  tha  Did  udlUon  law  wi  the  prerloni  quutjon  ■» 
maunna  of  the  aaoie  ohuuter.SlB;  here  wua  palpa- 
ble attompt  to  InMnse  tha  right  oT^eeeh,  SIS;  let  th* 
gafbe  braii(htoa,  81>;  thmUnod  paoplo  lire  longaat, 
■19 ;  the  Senator  from  Eontnck;  In  a  Terj  trjlng  iltBk- 
tlon,  K9:  put  tbAH  mainrat  If  fOB  oin,  BIS. 

Amendmenti,  SSI ;  dlraolon  prohibited  froni  bomw- 
faxmora  thu  llCMyXl,  Sil ;  bottar  rettnlu  tbam  alto- 
fether,  SIS;  tha  loatnlht  on  memben  of  Concnaa 
ihonU  ba  prcaarred,  833 ;  rutrictlon  on  dlreetora  a&oak 
out,  tSt  \  proTlto  Iniertod  that  no  hote  ilull  ba  dl» 
Montad  ftiT  anjr  mambar  of  Confreaa,  S3S ;  tha  banner 
rfrapaal  will  be  nnfirled,  138;  Idle  to  ipeak  of  tha  in- 
eOTToptlbllltr  of  memban  of  Coagraei,  8t8 ;  eomi  loaned 
to  mamberB  b^  the  farmer  bank,  8S4 ;  amendment  ear- 
tlad,S3i;  b[Upaaed,SlL 

Is  the  Honia,  the  Benat*  bank  bQ  read  and  nftrred, 
■31. 

T«t«  nw«K«  read  In  the  Benita,  SU ;  eicltement  In 
the(allerlei,sga;hUaBa,Ka;  motlaii  that  the  Sergeut- 
at-Arma  arrest  the  offBodan,  ftOl ;  better  peat  tha  dla- 
toitMfiM  DTer,  SSI;  an  Amarican  Praaldent  Ininlted 
br  bank  mfflaoi,  SBl ;  a  national  bank  not  ret  am  maa- 
lat,  SBl ;  Uaaat  dlBtHwajr  hiu>],  891 :  one  of  the  uStDd- 
m  arataditMi  in  U  aoeomplitbed  that  the  motion 
tataBded,aiidMUmb*dl*ehugwl,t(»;  time  £jr  tha 
CBBddanUoB  of  the  Utrnft  Iliad,  and  the  Heesaga  or- 
dered to  b*  pilDtod,  SOS. 

UoUon  to  farther  paatpoat,  SH;  carried,  SU;  oon- 
MatO,  Kt;  bill  loat,  8B1l 

In  tba  HoBH,  ■  bin  to  Incorportta  the  tnbaetfWi  to 
Ihe  riical  bank,  Al,  ooul  jiir*d,  BVl ;  dlfferane*  be- 
tween lhl>  Mil  and  tha  one  raeaoOr  bafM*  the  Hooja, 
tn;  neolDtlan  to  tarmlmte  debate  oAred,  MI;  ob- 
JaottoBi  to  tha  reaolnllon,  868 ;  ■  new  meatnre,H8;  a 
maarnra  "  to  head  Cqitain  Tjrtar,"  SR;  fWthar  r«aou 
tobeexei(MdttDmTotlBg,B6t;  reaolntlon  adopted,  SSi. 

Ifotlon  to  atrfka  out  Ihe  enaoUttg  elanie  of  tha  bm, 
Mil  thaTctogiTaaTMaooatUi  bin  would  be  Xgned, 
HE;  motion  to  iMke  out  loat,  889 ;  bin  peaasd  tha 

In  tba  eanats,  tha  Sonaa  bOl  leodTed,  8« ;  moTed  to 
iaf»r  to  a  Bdeet  OoDtnlttee,  tM ;  bill  raterad,  SM 

BIDanltathMniidlBcM*;  Bnllalled  power  to  loan 
neiMraB4aTataWIl,M9;  mode  of  dlasoantliig  at  the 
Waat,  801;  bm  pawd,  MI. 

Baftrred  to  la  tba  aamwl  niMaga,  ITB ;  two  pidsti 
fnwatel  In  Ihe  {Am  wholly  nwHMatltatiDUl  aad  dwi- 


(OuUlB  head  of  Brltlih  woaa,  m 
Into  eililancabrVilpida,  SIS;  e 

d  bj  the  eiphitlee  of  baaki  aad  ■■ 


a»dlt,8n;  DHuaerinwh 

worked  In  England,  VZt ;  1 

BrlUab  debt  tha  limit  of  the  EichtiHt  tjiai^H; 

the  Engtlih  people  bound  fct  twe-Utka  m 


1  wUdi  thli  itaa  li  nM 

Xamt<!fa*U*UidaaUt.Stliiilm,  Tali.l,l,Ut> 
9, 11, 11,  U. 

Atot*  OtpetU^S**  Adns  tdIl  T,  1^  U. 
Saat  4^  AvIokL— Aia  Imtia,  toL  1L 
aamlrupt  BUt—la  tha  Banala,  the  Baaknpt  W  K^ 
ared,M«;  amendment  la  tndnle buklag aal Bin 

ikiaMUlAadbrinB* 


it  medlflad  to  tat*  eOMt  Jan.  tA  IH  K: 
doaaltmak*  ur  dIObicnee  whether  11  wiHac 
a  member  of  th*  Stat*  that  held  the  aU^lilatell'; 
high  time  the  bank*  ehoold  be  bnn^laala'aBad 
piDTleloa.  t4T;  If  w*  oan  iBlarfin  with  Hrr«»' 
the  aoTertlgntj  of  tha  Stale*,  wa  ai  <«k  U  all,  W;« 
imonot  tonch  buiki  twnrpaiBtad  bjtbiSMaM* 
tntea,  MB ;  eipeffiener  of  the  maHie,  W:  a  M> 
New  York,  mar  pla«*  her  baakt  nalu  Ihteiarila  ' 
tha  bankrupt  law,  US;  • 


830;  themaehloarjoftheQenetalOoTeiualbw 
potent  fiir  Dch  a  iTrtam,  811) ;  t!ila  Mil  wU  >•  >^ 
la*ihofttlme,89a;  "i  ,-■•■"-'■■"-"—>" 
a  tendaner  to  expand «redlt,tlD;  hitkeUa»>' 


lU  provUlou  eiplalsed.  SSS;  Ii 


ndjn^* 


&Tor  of  11  r  BS8 ;  dlitlBcUon  of  the  lenu  butr^l  ■■ 
Iii*j|<ont,831;  thelawihoold  be  prwjwflw  "*  ■* 
reIriHictlie,83S;  li^nitoiu  opeiatlaB  of  tbi  bUK 
petltlDurilnbTorDlthela«,n>;  tahmil**^ 
In  th*  caK,  131 1  whole  ooontrrooTaivl'Ok'iH'*' 
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<tf  nllat  (M;  ddtaita  of  tlM 
Inglndliic  But*  oorponttoai, 


dMiMtMl:  tlM  *alutii7b«>knpl^,Hl;  OgdaUor 
vin  b*  aU*  ta  aoatnl  b*  eraWOT,  Ul. ' 

UtUaa  aHM  K  tto*  is  em*  lk«  dtlMtt,  *M ;  ka  t,  au ; 
paUor  of  cnnllv  ■  Ml  dlHbus*  to  tb*  iMolTtBt  bbl- 
er.lMi  tb*  TolBBtuf  P^'f'B  b"^' ^lU  l^  boMUlljrto 

W;  •  blU  bi  Um  nlW  of  Uvjan, 

L,  MB; 


popohrlku  tb  p«M(^  MB;  mu  (irpHtiM,  M(i  OoB- 
fHM  boaad  to  alBRlM  tUl  pom  irbu*T*r  ■  vat 
nfM  tD  (winli*  It,  UI ;  It  ibJoId*  nuwwoabl*  imtn- 
«iun  la  »n^  CHH,  B4T ;  otbM  «U*«tkiH,  US. 

LiTbiaaw  taDdiUoB  itOM  «r  *  vfm  tbit  will  Bst 
beiwat  tk<  pcofda  is  ur  muon,  «4 ;  buknpt  kwi 
dMl|o*d  to  (It*  BMC*  (■drat  nswdr  U  endlton,  IHj 
Nll«fbwi«rSwUukr,MM;  uotton  U  iMk*  tat  tlw 
•auetlBf  ikiwa  iMt,  n^ 

Uottas  U  b  lb*  ttn«  fcr  tb*  bm  to  (a*  aAst,  (B 1 
b*  iw««M  bilm  It  t«kt«*Aei  iribti*  liBppartunltr, 
tH;aMn|b  tod«l»TUrAdmlaIrtiaUoii,ISE;(lutbu 
dibu*  OB  til*  tinw  or  ^gnUoo,  tW ;  bdUoii  to  pot- 
pOMk  KM;  DOtlai  to  noBiuMu  tba  Tota  bj  irUeli  lUi 
bill  wu  laid  an  tba  labia,  tSt;  iairiad,lG4;  motlan  to 
llxtha  Umalbr  Iboopantloa  of  tb*  bill  la  Vibnair 
onM  and  " 
8W;lMT*ti 


>dtabdi«iiiaMIlla  npal  tba  lav  o( 


UlllaatanUr,  B84;  MnfUlaii,tMj  a  nav  saaa,  Ml ;  ^i- 
Ii«aIbomlb*aMl>i«i,a«I);dlaardar,tt8;  btU  raportod, 
BW;  popnlu  opinion  Id  bToiuTtbe  paamti  of  tlia  bank- 
Topt  lair,SSa;  fbe  lavtanMt  In  prisdplaaDd  daUll, 
sa>;  tbalawpn«tKabla,aM;  Bumbar ef  bankrupt* u- 
- lalobTordf  tbalav.BBt; 


BM ;  an  Ita  pnrWona  aad  auataMnti  haT*  ftir  tbab  sb- 
)«etaboUtloBa(ooUi>M>afd«bt,l>I;  •ilaDdon oT tba 
baaknipt  kw  (a  oMpMattaaaJaat  and  coutitnlioBal,  «•  J 
wbattha  tne  ehaiacteroradabtoi  oorpotaHon,  «)• ;  k 
tban  anf  Ihl^  ta  emnpl  tbli  olaaa  tTdablsra  In  Iba 
cooitltntlBBlMO:  BO  etata  aball  paaaa  lavlnpalilBf 
coBtraeta  TloUad,  48D;  amandmant  oBliad,  «M>;  ms- 
tloB  to  h?  an  tba  tabl*  loat,  4M ;  amandaaot  kd, 
dU. 

!■  lb*  Baaata,  leara  to  tBOadnaa  a  bm  to  rapeal,  A«„ 
*Aa<l,4n;  motka  ft*  laaTa  mada,  OI;  Iti  aouttta- 
tlDnaUt;r<^T;  polatoDfnMDDatllBtlaBalltr,  4BT)  Itaob- 
]eettbs*bnlltloBofdabU,«T;  IM  tUa  two  mala  pott- 
tbmi  rnnnwT  to  aatablUb,  iSl;  tba  dtllkw,  tba  Saot- 
Ualilair.tbg  EM(llab  tev,  4BT ;  iMto  nat  (raBtad.<Sa; 
noUoa  or  I  Wn  to  Mp«al,«0«;  tba  blll,aO;  OMllan  to 
ttta  to  111  I  ruiMiilttn  on  tba  Atdldarr,  Bl* ;  pabUo 
eptaloa  oppoaad  ts  tba  moBlafr  portlaa  <f  tka  lav,  IIS; 
amtablalavcaa  ba  paNad,lU;ls      "    '     - 
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lb*  mm  qneatlan  oT  raHuence  not  nob  a  Tllal  tat, 
BIB;  aamiot  tba  lur  bo  ao  modlfled  aa  to  aonftinn  to  tba 
IntanaUortbaesonbT.nS;  bill  nf^ned.ni)^ 

In  tho  aoDa«,a  bill  to  rapaal  lotrodoeod,  BIB;  tba 
law  b  daatraylDf  aDnadenoa  batvecn  man  and  dub,  BM; 
proTaa  tha  dui^  that  tba  lefialatlon  of  tbia  «onnti7  la 
suathblo,  BBS;  Tennont,  a  cradltor  Blala,  danaadi  tba 
KfMaJ,  BH;  It  la  aild  tba  law  haa  pofimnad  Ita  otBea, 
■n;  better  tat  It  ba  rapaaled,  baeaua  It  la  Inaxpedlant, 
Bit ;  vbj  ahonld  Ihla  lav  b«  fapaalad,  B91 ;  motsd  to 
Inatnst  tba  commlttH,  Sn ;  iatf  at  ConinM  to  eiar- 
daa  Ita  povar  to  pan  a  baikrnpt  law.  Stt;  tbo  atnuf 
laBfUfa  of  tba  eonatltntlon,  (U ;  nwnatioat  Injutloa 
el  an  Immtdlata  and  naogndltlonal  npial  of  tba  lav, 
BM ;  tba  tjm  or  all  tba  eommanlal  world  toIBad  oa 
nt,  BM ;  motion  to  atitka  oat  part  of  tba  IntneUaaa, 


Tba  qnattlon  Hatad,  BW;  bo  arldaHa  Ibat  pobUa 
opinion  dama^a  lla  i*pMl,aSO;  laadlr  In&Tor  of  tba 
lav,BBI;  battar  bald  on  ai  It  k  tban  aaa  It  rapealad, 
BBl ;  It  IbooU  ba  flirtbar  laatad  bj  pabUo  Jadpoant, 


rapntantad  tban  tbIa,  BM;  tvo  Tlawi  al  U 


ukwv 


I  pasad  nadar  iTtiaanHiirr  all 


I*  a*T*nnas^  BBl ;  tba 
Smt  law,  dU ;  tha  prtaani  lav  M  framad  tbat  tba  dablOT 
(■a  ba  dbebuged  vtlhont  Iba  aaaant  of  bit  aredlton, 
BBl;  U  k  arrd  tbat  tba  lav  aboald  ba  oanUnaad  tir 
tba  rallar  «r  (boM  It  bH  Duul*  banknpt,  M4. 

A.  broad  dlatlBcUoa  batvaan  luDlranar  and  bank- 
mptqr,  IM ;  laaalTant  lav  Intaadad  fiv  tbo  banttt  af 
tba  dabtor,  Iba  bankrapt  lav  Sir  th*  banatl  o(  tba 
nadltar.tba  pnaant  la 
■Id  ta  anUa  eommkai 
•ona,  BBT ;  raaolattOD  tMtnotbw  tba  Jndlidarr  OoBBll- 
ta*toi^attlDrtbvltb*bllltorapaal,*&,BH;  naoln- 
tlonoankd,<S8;  tortbar  pnnadl^l,  BM;  bill  nfwt- 


In  aa  Banata,  a  pctltloa  praylBf  <Br  tba  T^aal  oC  a 


A  petition  fcr  lb*  [*paa«^aia;aa  E 


TIB,  til,  m—Su  tndn, 
nla.!,*,!. 
AM^nyitor,  low  tf  OJifiUaabla  to  bmba^-iSH  AA^  TOL 

■entaU**  (ton  Varmont,  B,  Ml ;  an  Iba 


demMoTP.  P.  E 

Bamaoin,  P.  F„  daseaaa  oC  lU.  Bm  Imdta,TalM.i,»,1.i, 
».  IB,  IL 

B&BXABD,  Daxiil  T>^  BrprtBaBtatlr*  ftan  Nav  Tarfc,  t, 
m:  OB  tba  bubnpt  lav.BH;  oa  rapaal  af  tha  bank* 
rapt  bin.  t7d ;  on  tba  Ami  of  Otn.  Jaekaca,  IM 1  oa  tba 
prsTWaBaltailffTMa,llll;  on  Iba  laviAr  tbanDae- 
llimordaUet,4«;  ralaUn  to  tha  tarifflawi,OBI;  on 
tba  baakrapt  kv,  BM 

BomMdbt  oi  JTaw  Orltamt—at  Hdtm,  lA  t. 

Banaov,  ALBXanaa,  Baoatm  turn  LouUasa,  M) ;  M  tba 
MMampUan  oraiaU  dabt^  TOi 
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Baktok,  BitvuD  W.,  BapmaBUtlTa  mm  TlrglBla,  m ; 

on  tbe  ooeaiMtlDn  of  Onpni,  (RT. 
Bua,  liXAO,  Buulor  bDm  M»»cbBWtt«.  SSt;  m  tha  d>- 

cmmoCWdlB,  HHtmcmMt;  cialbatHl««T. 
SaUurt  at  iTnc  OrtoOH— £M  JUm,  tbL  *;  Oik  at  3. 

Batud,  BunuD  H.,  Bnatw  from  IMiwint  >•  18*:  OB 

»lUcdb>■l^*M;<u■»p«lor  ttw  bubnpt  in,  wo 

orbtMlu.4H;<otiwT«ai«adnlt«iif  tlia  VKrj.tSl: 
00  Qm  ana  «n  S«b.  JHkauB,  HI.    A*  Aitn,  vdb  U, 


IL 


JWaMtai^  «Mw  q<— Am  Ada,  nOa.  li  B,  I,  T,  & 
BnMH,  H.  ir^  B*pnMntitln  Ann  Faamrlnotoi  M> 
JWrlwM,  mOrtnt  ID.-A*  AdM^  ToL  IL 
M^nLll. 


SpMk«r,4i  DiitlwMswJaM7*lMaoB,ll.-naMAH 

Tall.  T,  10, 11, 11 UL 
BBfUMU,  A.  L,  B»|iii— iilitlT*  fMnUaMivl,  SSL 
BDrrav,  T>raU)K,B«u(iirftmii  IIa,lLna;  eAm  n 
to  ■R^MoBBTBtMa  D*M^n;aB 


on  ft  MX  OB  iMiik  nolM,  IW-in ;  mi  the  c»wm»  of 
FcHi  6nuulj,lTS;  aikilaTalalDtnidaMpra-dnptloD 
bm,  1M;  UtradBaM  tha  b^  UD;  ttmitf,  ItT,  IM, 


D  Oa  i*lur  or  Ibi.  Hnrtwo, 
tM-mB;  oa  ft  llaaal  biBk,nT;  om  Ind  «Mr«intlon, 
M;  OB  OurnqalaOMiBtrpnowfflnnMB;  lAUn 
to  t^  npail  of  tba  enb-tnanuT,  KT ;  on  dlatatliuea 
blh*  gftlleili^  no-Sn ;  onthaPnMaotVBMaMca,  on 
tlw  •lehaqnn,  tn,  nr ;  ni  Traan»Tnotai,IW;oB  ro- 
I>«I<iftlialiukraptUT,W;  tntrodnoii  ft  Mil  to  fapad 
tlM  taakntpt  Inr,  489 ;  prspoaaa  a  tax  OB  boat  BoMi, 
4n ;  on  tba  tvU(  MB-m ;  oB  KfolaHig  aonBuraa 
vllh  lOnlgn  naUoiM,  KB;  oci  tte  BrltkA  ttvtr.MBi 
iBtrodDOMftMntoTapaaltltabftnknnitlftV, Ml;  oatba 
npial  of  the  buknpt  law.  Oil ;  mi  tka  AMtaa  aqiud- 
nin,  ne^  lU;  on  tlio  banknipt  law,  *M,  ««:  on 
tb«   Oncon  UU,   eitl ;   on  tba  anatnMtlaB   tt  tht 

BittUi  tiHtr,  no.    get  titdt*.  Tds.  t,  a,  >,  lo,  ii,  ii, 
u. 


TMliaa  hk  nat,  IBB.— Aa /ikta>i, 
BiDLAOK,  BoHum  Jl,  B*prM«nEati*aftoin  PoBBajrlTanta, 


MU,  atowv.— At  AhIm^  ToL  1. 

Biunn,  Tiorai,  SapnaantaHra  ftom  Haw  Toik,  IBl. 

Bnnor, Fuan.    AuAdo^ll. 

Blaox,  EnwAKD  J.,  HopraaantftllTa  from  OooTglft. 

Blaozwbll,  Jduoi  it.,  BapreaantatlTa  ftom  Tann—ia. 

Bun  ft  BiTw,  oboaan  Pnbllo  Prlntan,  BO,  IB). 

Blub,  Bbbsaui,  BapnaantatlTe  from  Haw  Tink,  WL 

SUmt  BaOoU,  AaU  May  h  miwtaff— Aa  ladm,  toL  ^ 

BlMMJAiiviKlt  <i>  Aiflda.— OmnmiuilMtlona  u^  TB. 


T(4.U. 

A>(4>,j.pMb.,4^-In  tba  e>«^  ft  Bate  to  M. « 


aawot  <r  tbla  axfaia^  Ui;  tt*  ntt  m  tf  |M 
nhi^  lM;]in(Ma  «f  ^  WMl:,lH;Mgatata< 
IM;  k  than  bo  itfrnntarr  f^wa,  m;  naM^ 
wnttfln  tbU  nuttar,  1«;  tgBa  ota*a<  W;  i^ 
<tf  tta  8*«olarr  <(  Btata,  n* ;  It  I*  la  Oa  TowriOi- 


Ihi  tTTJ  mtiMintnifiiiMitff  iinTiii."?:  t-r«t-Bt 
>CFMdta,lM. 
JulM  laaoMkB  MilDdltal,  UI;  1b•f■tal<l^l 


•BdaraB«9matat  of  Ooa^wa,  HI;  kiBiarflni 
lUrif,  UI ;  raaidnttoB  pMMd,  U9. 
In  tba  Hooaa,  Iba  aaimiant  ot  tba  I) >i>H 


Bona,  Jont  IC,  Bopmantattr*  fttn  yfaiWi,m> 
tb*  loipMduaeat  oftbo  ITia«t,  Ml 

Bonn,  Bunm.  &,  Bopiuauulatlit  ftna  Si«T*^Kl 
on  tb*  Due  of  Oao.  Jxtoea,  M. 


Td.B. 
Bnp  AivprlaA— la  tba  SoBati^  n 

eonaUarad,  80h 


DiBiiizcdb,  Google 


IM;  oi  piJBtlaf  lb«  does- 
■arint*  Buwhl.«l^ 
«om,l«;  ^a«pw^i«MTi  pn-MH^HM  IMT,  IM-UI: 


coivonUsB  un,  Ml;  Mtk*4MBMt  < 

]t^  nt ;  OB  pilatlDc  tha  IIIHM|^  W 
DwMbai,tlll;o>  AafCBTlilMd  tuUt  M^tfl;  pn- 
Mati  ■  lulff  moMiUd,  U>;  «a  tk*  UHS,  «!; 
m^  ■obooti.tn;  «  Iks  imaBdad  U^ff  Mll.eiT; 
tbs  Bfttlih  tMtr,  EM;  «  tU  Hat  on  Ou.  JaAisB, 
a8;oB  tha  bnknvt  l*v,  ni^^SM  Zodm  Toll.  T,  B, 
V,  10^  11,  II,  U 


Swth  Ou«l&t>- 


A*  Ad<«  m^  4 


K  a.  It  HI  I  Mill  tit  I  rn  fton  Bontk  OboU- 


O,  Ante  &«■  a«atJi  OkoUw,  •, «»;  ■■ 
riimr  pattttiM,  TS  i  OS  Billtak  UbnllH  (f  AMMlm 
dent,  IM;  M  i^mI  «r  tto  UAaVMdMt  TnuoTi  Ul ; 


th*  npHi  af  tfa*  Mb-THMir,  M;  IK  n*;  <B  *  ll«l 
UBk,Mi^ni,tiBttu:M  ted  a«it' — 

M  tk*  U»  af  WlfU  paUtUo,  Mi;  •■ 

MBStr  paOttn,  IM ;  <■  iHMBir  ■•»^  Mi ;  •■  tb*  < 


or  Um  CiMta,  MB;  <■  tU  p<a*w  k*^  4Hl  <a  (ho  Ml- 
tWoeot  (f  bhAi,  Ml ;  on  th*  tent  «H ;  om  tk«  mtt- 
duawtoth*  BtatHittttt  <■  lb*  dotr  M  •<>««■  t^ 
■IiiC  au ;  a>  tt*  anadad  tadt  Ull,  BM ;  0*  tb*  Biltbh 
taatr. in  1  ra Oa Oniaa  HO. *M,  a«;  oallM ooanfa- 
tlaiBrOntgo,in;oo  tb*  HUpttoa  of  Btatadabl^ 
Wt;  oaUuBdtUbtTMtr.ni.  dtoa  A4mv  Tola,  d,  1^1, 
i,a.inii.M,ia 

ril— III.  WiLUUI  B.,  Baprai»hllT» fiou  WaiMiliiiaiitta. 

lKl!B»aadaoaaaarfJ.aAlTMd,il. 
CAanoLL,  Jobs,  BttxaMotaUn  bom  Sooth  OuonM,  1^ 

181:aDthaK>wJa*a7O09UatadalHtlaa,ll.    Aaiit- 

■fag>,nLl& 
GiKFUu,  Tntnu*  J.,  Bapnoaatitln  haa  Thummm,  IBL 


Oaaaut,  Oottfr—tlnal.  i8m  AJio^  wL  t^  and  fiwtoa^  wl. 

T. -lannilMWlULTrti  ftnrtr«rton. 
CaAmu,  &,  SapnaaatntlTa  ftna  Alahania,  I,  ML    A< 

iiutenLU. 

WMnl  «;-«Mf<tif*,  tcL  II 


gXiBpiilii  rrigalt,  attaHc  »m.-at  IrkUm,  toL  fc 
Wfm>i  and  OWo  C(»Ml.-dM  /a«M^  nln  I,  I,  Ift 
<aniJ«,  Tmom,  BapwiaiitatlTa  ftetn  Haw  ToA,  ML   A* 

AdAToLU, 
CMw,nlall«uwttk— iBtb*  Bsv*,*  naolatiaa  adUif 

i>Tlal9iswUDBolhrad,lM;  dtalnbl*  to  kaov  wholbat 


ortliawar»wn(la|>nCUHB,lU;  ■  bill  to  ntaMnh, 
_      .  ._.  IM;  IbU  ntailOB  aboold 

ba  plMod  on  Uw  aa 

taithormBaik^TK 
Camr,  Kswui^  BapiaaantlT*  ftom  LoiMaoo,  4, 
Cnwnnipw,  T«i»ii  0,  BipraaamtiHTO  ftan  Bow  Tort,  ^ 


ToLli 
Jiidct^  ToL  11. 
(Malm  Jamtim.—St  JIkU^  Tot  IL 
Cuna,  JoKM  O, BopnaaatatlTa  Asa  HB«T«rk.^NL 
Aa/ndo^ToLlA 

k■K1^  llATTHnr  Bt.  Clu*,  oluaaa  elaifc,  m 
Ci-uEi,  Btaut  If,  Ba^taaaMitlra  frrai  How  Tart,taL 


baDndii7,  «;  on  (boUUon  af  alaTOty,  TO;  an  Mitb- 
OMUim  baudH7,  108,  lU;  •■  BHIkh  IbmUaa  << 
aliTH,  lUk  lUl;  ••  lapad  rf  tba  U 
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Rib-TnHW7i  tta,ni,ni,WS,n(;M  •  BmoI  huk, 

m,  no,  eu,  n^  811,  an,  m ;  as  lud  iMmnUon,  aw, 

US;imtk*Tatomwice.*»:  en  flu  iiimii  ii<I*t1i 
WOUuii^Ml.    »>  JMfl^  Toll.  >,  <,  ^  a,  T,  8, 11,  It. 

Olat,  CLuim  CiBubIst  IRai  Alibuu,  ■,  ISD ;  m  th* 
MVMd  oaeafMau  of  FlOTfd^  U;  OB  th*  «ilinlBli»i  of 
Tlorida,  »;  oa  Iha  KoRh-MMan  kmaduj,  IW;  oii 
U«pcipHtlTtpTcHnptlaBUw,UI;  •Btkabalnpt 
bm,lM,M8;  OB  tMtgMilBttaB  otjadldil  imrili,  ML 

Oi.inoii,TKOiu*,e*utoTlMaIM*win,%M(l.    A«  A- 

dvt  ^U<  AwM.— &«  Aifi^  TaL  I*. 
CumnD,  S^nun,  B«pr«MBteUi*  tMn  Ifala^  t,  XL 
Currtnr,  iuim  8^  RiiprwiiiritlTa  fran  Haw  Tvk,  ML 
Cbd  naartu.— Ai  Jiid«^  toIl  1,  1  i^  AAi%  tbL  B, 

J>bMml 
CWiHV*!  (OHr.-jM  AAa^  toL  11. 
CM»,  aald.—Sn  laimt,  tM.  11 
0Bliu,M*i9*  Mntr.—Sm  Tiulaa,  Tab.  t,  T,  It 
Odlh,  Walto,  KaprSttitatlTa  bom  TtrflnU,  t,  ML    Sn 


Cownmr,  T.  Wn  BapnaanUliTa  from  OaOT|l^ 
aHuwMa  Mr*r.—af  htim,  Tib.  T,  t,  10. 
CWdHfrM,  p«<Rill «;  pnaaitad  to  tba  Houa, « 


tha  aadntur  oflb*  TrHwr  n: 
CtaMWTM  ^O*  (TalM  »ate.-aH  AdiO,  Tidi.  1-& 
Otmmtni  ifOu  W-L—Su  Ihtltm,  voL  lli 
)i  tt  mpaat  to  th» 


Ont^MMllm  </ Vnii»«%-A«  Aitias  nlL  Iv  IBh  .nv  •/ 
OwwjiwiiiiWoo  itffruUtitl  tm4  Viot  Pr—Utnl.-At  I*- 

UK,  TolL  1, 1. 
CbHffiwi^FInt  HMlon  af  Qm  SSO^S;  W  Mmoaoftttli 
aoBTaD«,U9;ext»HBlaa  af  ttth  iHnTaiit(,aM;  M 
•HrtOBaf  mh  eooTHiaiiMS;  adJoanM  *t  doM  o(  M 
•aBlaBarSTth.(W;  M hmUb  if  ITIb  onTaDH,  «D0 ;  td 
•Hrtan  «r  mil  alUonrn*,  TIR. 

to  ft*  PiMMaot  In.  1S<  WJl 

a  fran  Hortli  CknUaa, 


OouMMtim  «K  lypKaaMa  h 

ToLU 
Cb<lMHpft,iiHHe<(iJL~aM  Aib^  Tid.  11. 
QmUittiEltiMim^-Stt  AhIi^  rata,  1, 1, 1. 
CbnlAttfnt  A!p«iu«K— iSm  Ai<m  Toll.  I,  t. 
OMtraato,  gawrnawnt— ^m  Jnifi^  toL  II 
OmtTBPiralai  A<li«««it  JIatH.— &<  JiMtM^  toL  E. 
Omtf  Brtlmi.—St»fndtm,  ml  4 
OOODUH,  Bit.  Hb.,  alaotal  duplaln  af  tha  imiaia,  1ST. 
Coorn.  Juaa,  BapmintitlTa  from  PinniTlnBla,  I,  SBl ; 

on  tba  daeeiH  0(  Cfaarie*  0^*,  CM 
OOOFIK,  Hxu  A.,  KapmantitlTa  from  OBacgla,4. 
ObfiyrlfiUt  lo  JbritpMrK— Am  bidva,  toL  II. 
Ofriag*,  traubatt  on.— Ah  ftifa^  toL  t. 
C«Bwn,l^oiui,BapmeDtatlnfromOUa,a   AHiMa^ 

TCli.11,11,11 
CbAq^Arft  »r  ndaiUHL-iSH  iii&a,  toL  T. 

K  B,  SapnaMlatlTo  from  OUo,  Ml;  on 


Camt,  Sutan  0,  BiHtar  from  Ttcmoiit,  KM. 

Osuo,  BoBm,  BaprnantattTa  bam  TlrftnU,  i. 

Obubtor,  Saan    ~    ~ 

S,K1.    dNAifw,nLU 


CsATBia,  Jamh  1 

Oaoia,  m  ea»»  tf^-Ja  On  Biaati, , 


Mtfr 


CHaumfolHlfta  {»•«*<  d 

CiTiWM,  J«n  J.,BaMMtK«aKMw^,(Mia 

pra-anptkla  kv,  IK  1M,  Itl^  Mt  1  < 
tuUC  4U;  oa  Uu  tut^  4M;  oa  tta  aiiifcaii  kta 
StMM,Ul;oatkaamMdedtntrWi,W  «aM« 
nb.<;l^U. 
OaOonR,  Joan  V,  BoprfMatattra  ftgn  T^mm  1 
Bti  htita,  roL  11 


>■  th*  aimd  «  Ika  toiki  < 


AH  Jntao,  Tat.  1& 
OoTDZn,  AtfOD,  Saialor  flam  Q»wtl«i  H  »;«**■ 
to  tba  BiUbh  tiMtj,  TIL    Am  iWtM,  T<k  II "' 


DATxa,  Tboiui,  BefnoantatlTO  frt 

ToLll. 
DAm,  EsvAvi,  BapnaauUtlTO 

&«  Indm,  tdL  U. 
Datib,  JoHn.BejinatBtatl**  from 
Datb,  Oabikt,  B«pi«**Bl>tlT*  from  KataAf ,  t,  B- 
Dati*.  Jomt  W,  HaptaaatttaBTa  ftwa  Iiliia, >  ^* 

<lM,TaLll 

Aa.fi , 

Datu,  BnmAaa  D,  BaprattatatiTa  fraa  Ki«  T*t,» 
Datbor,  Jmc*  &,  XapnaentattTa  IX»  IiiaM— .  "^ 
Daw*ok,  J6n  R,  BapmenlatK*  »«■  LartM^  * 
DATio>,WiuiAa  O,  BcrnnaMlm  a»Oilfct»i 
Spe*k«r,4;aBlhabaknTikv,ai  » 


iMota^  fV<Mr  «:-«M  JMi^  Tata.  H  a 

D»nKT.  Bawniai  BiHMiafctlTa  ftma  »wft  a«*»^ 
ML    «M*4«KTri»l^ll. 
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JMamartaitd  OlfaptaktCamaL-SiiStdtm,-nli. 
JMoaor*,  nU  fU  PiMkhot  In  lUO,  UO. 
DtUgaUtJInm  TTrUorHt-Stt  Irndtn,  toL  L 

1,  JoBV.  SapmanlitlTc  tran  Hujlutd,  1.   iSn  /»- 

i^nLll. 

B^  roll.  1^  UL 
M  Indta,  rail.  II,  It. 
I>ttttlT*,  tnnty  to.— £m  Ado,  toL  S, 
I>tixa»,  Aurar.  ahataa  Bwwtiy  trOa  Soala,  WL 
l>ii.un,  Jahbi,  lUpnHBlitlT*  fimi  *Mifni|  I; 
DnmioK,  Datb,  Ji.,  £«^«HaMtln  ftam  FanmylmiU, 


JMHrOmtlott  itf  Rmmu.—Stt  Indm,  Tok.  10,  UL 
DUtrU*  Ainte— In  tb*  HooM,  ■  TMolnthw  nbUn  to  u- 

taaUnf  tli«  duR«  «(  ■■■•••d,  Ml> 
DUbitt  <tfOatviibia.—36*  iMlm,  toIl  1, 1;  S,  T,  UL 
JHttmtame-  «>  tU  ffoUw^M  i»d  at  a«  Fr—ldmrt 
AbvM— b  tlw  8«ut«,  TtMlntleu  i4*tin  to,  aAnd, 
•6T;  tlw  CommlttH  o/Uh  DUriotkna  iMBnal  (opa^ 
tUmi  tf  tb«  omaeru  «f  (IM  DMrigl,  m !  Dafam  or  Ihs 
oatnpfcSSB;  Bwtlon  Ui  piwtpoiH,  SU. 
Dttfrtm  In  O*  JMMrM  ^  CWiMiMa.-A>  AdM,  nU.  i, 

Dduw,  H&tux  F^  Buutor  IMin  Bhsda  IiUo^  t8t;  d«- 

oaWDttn. 
Dour^  Wiuux,  Bapr«Hntit]*a  flum  Ohio,  1,  SSI 
DfiHii,  Ananim  C.,  Daligilc  tHaa  lom,  181. 
DoDOi^  HnnT,  Dales*!*  (mm  WlaeoiulB,  tSL 
)>o^  HiaMoi.u  B.,  BapraaaDtatlTa  from  Saw  Tsik,  UIL 
DolB,  Aniiw  W,  BepnMDtttin  from  ITav  Yoili,  I,  tO. 
DemmHe  MaiHtftiitur*i.—8f  IMm,  vol.  & 

w  Syltud  Bitsar.—Bu  India,  nil  ID,  IMItt 


Dboinoou,  Oxoioa  (X,  BcpmaBlillTa  trimi  Tli|lDla,  B, 

JmtUlnff.-at  Indm.  toIl  ^  11, 18. 

Dinoui.  AisXASDxM,  Bapnantatliro  fiwa  Ohio,  S;  on 
TnaniT'  Bota,  U9L    St*  Indta,  ToL  U. 

J>a««^  dfaariislMKap.— «H  AdB,  toL  ID. 

iMIat  sii  JnporfaL— In  tli<  Hdbm,  >  Un  tapoTlod  to  «ui- 
tlDsa  Id  titt*  Ih*  prsMBt  tuUT  Un  to  Angnit  lit,  «1T. 
TidtUouI  tariff  eonddarad.  ttl ',  IBC*«d  to  Itllk* 
fint  tha  proTtM  that  notUig  ihill  lotarftra  with  lb* 
dlKiilnttoB0ftheIaidpRnMai,49T;  vlut  iathaopa- 
naoBoftUibUIKWi  TditM  UotlierqiMiUimi  Ihu 
tb*talt*M;  ttipnnlMitW;  hv othu nbtJoiH  thu 
tboM  oTt  liiUKlal  ahBMlw,  Wl 

Wm  ba  nie  eailau  diTalopniaato  In  tha  odum  of 
tho  datMtt,  4W;  mur  wUUim  to  Tola  a  tafjff  imtar 
tbu  t««at]r  par  ont.,  4M;  It  Ii  Mid,  IT  wa  wUi  not  fii» 
dlttrfbnthiB  we  ahill  not  Iut*  prataetlaB,  W;  no  pria- 
dpla  of  lafllliitloil  b;  wUoh  wh  Cangma  oaa  Mod  Ita 


tnut  to  th*  aanaaqiuBaaa,  thu  atop  Ibo  dlatribatlim. 


It  Tlolataa  tba  eiKnpnniilM  asia,  4U ;  tb*  qneatlan 


unr  H  whathir  C(H«nn  ih*U  i»«iust  tba 
law  wllkont  tba  twanlr  per  oesL  prortrioa,  <n. 

Wm  tba  pnpoilttoa  U  tb*  bU  (to*,  tbat  In  tba  ennt 
iif  rbiniiiHiii  iiflliliUII  Mill  lavalB  ftma  n  tba  SOtb 
i-aa*  would  ba  oonttDiod  pmolMl]'  la  tb*r  ailitadt 
(W;  wbatl*tbaBsiiaataalH>aofpaiala(thlibllll  m, 
tho  tlma  wbtn  tha  ooapKHolM  raealtad  tba  nsetloB  of 
Ooacnw,  4»\  on*  v"V  )»•  )»pt  It*  Mthwlthth* 
ooutiT,  tfS;  th*  South  hiakapt  Itapartoftbaanmic- 
maat  dnilDf  tba  nlna  Jtun^  tfS  \  vota  ob  tba  amcad- 
manti,  4H;  bill  pM**d,  4»L 

Ib  tha  S«B*t*,  tba  proTMowd  t*ilir  bm  takm  up,  4B6  i 
mrad  to  rHd  tha  aaooad  tlma,!!!;  an  attompt  to  fofM 
tha  BaaaU  to  TtoUa  a  promla*  mada  to  tba  conntiT, 


fcr  tb* 


ant  b* 


Tb*  i«TBsaa  raoelpla  fat  tha  Tear  wlH  Ul  ibert  of  tha 
eipendltorea,  M;  a  naosMltir  axlita  to  laneaii  th* 
maana  oTtb*  Tra*Rif7,  <tt;  naaaaltj  oflUa  tampoiaiy 
bin,  fMm  tha  donbt  tf  anj-  dntlea  caa  ba  Bldlaetad  after 
June  80th,  UO;  It  aboald  Dot  b«  left  anutterofdoabt, 
440;  piMtnt  nto  of  dntlea  eoBttaaed  ij  the  adoptlea 
of  tba  home  Talnatlon,  4M\  tha  pnatat  otjtet,  MO; 
■4,410. 


Tbeai 


of  the  Pnddent 
jirtUytb* 


IB«t  let,  441  i  flftaea  i^lUoM  all  that  aaa  b*  (ol  oadei 
eilatlDg  Iawi,«41;Mtbl9f  to  IndaftnUbto  ac  the  a*. 
fatnptlaa  that  the  pnUi*  laadi  ar*  lb*  pro|>«t^  of  th* 
Btolei,  and  sot  of  tta*1Mt*d  SUtat,  441 ;  waa  It  right 
that  thla  tarapararr  aat  iboald  bo  allowed  to  nvaad 
th*  opanUoB  af  a  fieat  natloul  dlatitbatlaa  aet  as  IsBg 
•(Itoled  and  to  aolemalr  enaeted  1 441 ;  It  la  Tain  to  at> 
tempt  to  iTade  the  ^oaatlim  of  priBdple.44S ;  a  rarenna 
bUl  damandod  it  thla  laiiloli,  441 ;  usaBdmeal  einlod, 
AU\  bUIpaaBad,'44S;Boiu*ooDeBiBliitb*am«BdiD*at, 
411;  Tato  maauga,  4U. 

In  tba  Hoiua,  tha  maaase  oanaldarad,  448 ;  WMnni 
fflUnlj  luoBeiant,  448;  bb*  of  tha 
unema,  448 ;  aotblnf  to 
>Bne  of  tha  Praaldaot,  448 ;  all  knawthk 
now  pnaaaled  betwtaB 
the  FraaldeDt  nd  the  repnaantotlTM  of  tha  p*epl<^  4iS; 
Bbaiiaaacalnattba  FreddeDt,4H)i  a  barfaln  with  the 
DanmnHa  paHr,  4E0;  OBwortbT  ImpataUoa^  4U; 
nnablBtollndoatwhat  tba  Fioddast  BeaBl,4ai:  act 
of  1888,401;  aat  of  1941, 4ai ;  the  tnami&etnrlDi  litor- 
a*l  told,  ih^  oBlu  TOD  bold  oo  to  dlabrlbatlan  r*a 
win  gel  DO  protection,  4D1. 

Condition  of  tba  eoDBtiT  nndat  wblab  thii  bin  waa 
P*Hed,4n;  teDdanejaf  thbijaUsiof  meaanre^  419 ; 
tatnm  tha  proeeeda  tt  th*  laada  to  tba  t^tanir,  or 
adopt  direst  taxatton,  491 ;  Teto  to  lb*  bill,  4H;  not 
<wrlad,4M. 

The  btn  to  proTlda  retann*  from  Imporb  eoaridwed, 
4*9;  moTedtoitrikeDOttbaaiBtieetlanaDdlDMrttb* 
bm  reported  by  the  Comnltl**  OB  Manafcntore*,  dM ; 
thliliara*NiBabin,411;  uuoiiBt  of  reTiDne  vaoiaMiy, 
4n ;  the  probable  aipandltnrea  of  tha  OonniBant  fcr 
jaan  to  eoms,  41a;  loaroat  «han»  th*  noa^tf  wo* 
drawB,  418;  what  bad  baea  the  Uatorr  of  reklDC  the 
lanBDe  of  a  eonstrr  br  andae,  4Hj  aooipUealad  l*gl» 
laUon  BeoHarr,  484;  tDMKBoat  of  th*  lapollar  afeid** 
dBtlai,4M;  tatUtUnasfflnUBtto 
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wnt  to  InMit  tha  UU  frnm  Iha  QpinmltU*  ob 
Kor^  4>T;  tb<  ipMlAa  ditlM  ud  tha  bIbI- 
Iwmiat  oVMUoubla  Aktnni  Df  Ub  bai,4n; 

U  bill  will  pradOM  ITMit 

r;  tbtm  tOit  nra  Air  tha  pnr- 
-  ■-£—-"•"  r"*''r  "  —'-'— 
to  (IM  loUMt,  OS;  pntMUoB  tlw  tni*  poller  of  <!>• 


488;  klkw qnoMou ilbd  tha adTa 

Intantton  to  pnpon  •  plMi  tar  the  liana  of  Qaran- 
BMBt(to<k*tab«|lTaBto  t^  Btalai,*M;  itlw^twUI 
a  ^naatla  mBn&ataiM,  4Hi  blQ  oi- 


tUjlti  oi 


it,UT. 


la  ^  tUit;  tw  •»>■  <■  tbi 


ynmi  soDrilliitM  a  NTtBoa  blDt  UI;  motion  to 
atrilt*  Odt  tha  Mxtli  aactloD  nlatlvfi  tolutddUtribatlaii, 
«T ;  thli  uotloii  prapoaw  that  th*  dlitubnUaa  thill 
OOBtbUMt  llthM^  tha  dnUaa  aioasd  twantj  par  eont^ 
107  I  [•  It  vIm  to  dUtrtbnt*  tha  laiul  ftmd  and  lapoaa 
tddiUoDal  dDtlMr  MS;  anwaBt  dlitilbatad,  ««B;  ihall 
waaBtbrthaMllowllUth  to  bo  TlolMod  Sw  tho  par- 
psaa  «(  ntilnlac  that  eliaMt4l8;  ratnm  «(  tho  land 
iTtntdlCMtlamtaa.4l8iifwtTa- 


Uka  a  pall  ta:^  UB. 

Tht  trna  gBHtlon  vh,  wbathar  tha  rl«^t  of  taxation 
■honld  HDialn  wtth  tho  rapnantatlTa  bodr  or  ba  an- 
ttralr  oontnllod  ij  tho  XxaoatlTa,  Mt;  It  ia  utfod  that 
thkbUl  ovwot  bai»m«ahnr,«Ta;«batbth«  great 


a  nth  H 


.1  tlti  I 


gl  the  Sieenttre  U 
410;  aAnowladgad  tha  Oomunaat  b  In  th« 
rarotntlgi^  4T0 ;  th*  Goranunaiit  mut  be  Lei 

D  0/  both  Hooaai 


inblll,4ni 
«n;aiiilchtton>tei 
OBumt  tho  Blat*^  411;  motloB  to  atilka  oat  kiit^  471; 

m;  kiW,4K 
Thli  bill  won*  thu  lb*  tariff  <f  l«n,  4M 1  •  ntoin  to 

OTipotltlaB  k 

not  with  tanit^uh  hot  with  oir  owb  oommonltj,  414 ; 
lhoUlaqrorprat*«ttan,4T9i  br pn^UbltlDs  Inpartjll 
dlmlalahw  oipoila,  419 ;  lUaitala  that  will  lofltr,  tn. 

Tho  act  of  IMS  did  not  prodnoa  tha  anrploi  raTCDO*, 
471 ;  tha  idd  pilDolplaa  at  th*  Danuuntla  par^  taaai  In 
tha  act  of  nas,  A«.,  414 ;  tha  bUl  la  for  dlitot  protaeUoii, 


4n ;  (itiMl  from  tha  EdtaihHTth  X«ln,  r< ;  (^  It 
iBdoo^  t» ;  ratrauAianiti  nude,  «l;  innvMta 
of  tha  lata  AdndBlitrattoa,  4TT ;  dnm  aow  to*w  te 
th*f  aroi  bar*  baan,  477;  piat  tea  rf  the  [mall) 
ofthaaanntn^  the  high  pckaufwiftiifTI;  ImkBh- 


prlBlad,4S>;  If  tha  Preatdant  had flilM M gflUa 
andtffnad  tha  btU,  erarj  thl^wsald  hinbiDk 
■Iran, 489;  that  h^« bhtitod, 4M ;  U» hot  c^U« 

484;  uwBloaUon  of  tha  rcaaon  iBlfiiidbrlliilW 


a  pafnUMtlh<«o«iwUhi|a^ 
484;  tb*  aboTO  motliB  dnoU  Mt  h*  alMM.«: 
;mt  M  nuuh  th*  letkatfOo  Haaw,M:iaai 
BoBM  paM  tho  bm  natwIthrtaBllnC  th*  FmUM)  A- 
Joetiou  lb  th*  tlwMa>^  488 ;  hAmco  OMIUMA 
488j  ftirthar  dabata,48B;iM4loatDn>iiaiU.*t: 
th*  eonunltti^  484 ;  Topoiti,  488;  pntat  lal  hoh 
repoit,  48* ;  report  In  oppadltoD  to  th*  iiii)iill|,MI; 
action  on  th*  mnwg*.  M8 1  ntoad  10  M,  tK 

db/thaHBUDlaatiMj 


itcaiTi*d,U8;  UllrHH<,&L 
ig  woald  bo  to  aidaAi  rtvif 


to  a  praUMtlBn,  B14;  n 


aMprlnolp)«,GU;T 
*oa,S!B;ki«t,Dl«. 

The  onlj  altomatlTe,  «b*th*t  v 
01  leara  the  eonatr]'  In  Ita  pi 


BOW  paid  la  paid  ■uidarpntiat.UI:  al 
B18;  tha  wont  not  jattnlTod,  818;  < 
luf*  olaat  tl  OBI  eltUeiH,B18j 


IMmMK 


tt>n4Ut  In  th*  pntootlon  It  aCurd^  SU 

AponlT  Whig mcMieiU*:  tho  m_ 

InaaTlngoMmeaiiiraiSU;  thafnatratO)^ 

ti7  oipootMl  of  tho  WUta,  Olt ;  a  un  to  tn  tti  Mr 

ert*  of  tba  ^rkaltvWi  te  tha  bntltrf  tte^" 
UiHI,  880 ;  the  bill  mnat  poH  in  IH (H)^ hn*" 
ahall  ban  M  lOTOOH^  080 ;  IB  lUa  ail8MI  *™ '^ 
TtaMtaMb*taBO*,«U;  sUMb  itlh*  tda* '* 

blU.  m ;  why  Ihla  hig4Dmng  and  laqrtjdif  t  H  ^^ 
Annt  tIow*  n*p*elia(  tt 
tile  to  the  proteetlT* 


tekrltatain 


r  TOtlnc  tha  hlll,SI>;  a  hv  r^ 
thapaitj  InpowerniMhtiuhTri— I  ***'*^,7^ 
TOU  on  thia  bill,  MB ;  areiT  aitMi 
oonnlir  Htjiot  to  high  potaetlra 
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eUilh«*ffBOtaf  hlghdatlailiiuttadHiMHtlia  a- 
CMdlrfer  UuB,l>nt  tbs  nmu,  IM ;  cwr  ><>  put  bb 
tUi  boidiB,  bnt  It  win  pnra  bvd  Is  tata  11  nB,  Ul; 
wbUiNtb*  DWtlTMftittlwinpp^iir  UiKUUI  yt; 
nMOM  wlfiMd  fiir  •iin>wtliif  Um  blU,«tl:  bin  eidmd 


Sipaitod  bMk  t«  Ik*  HouM,  Sai;  Buttan  to  odbou 
1b  aoMmdowti  <tf  Um  Bwato,  UI. 

J>rauAaat  ottS^/liua  Bafar.—la  Oa  Btsab^pn- 
HouactlOB  OB  ttig  nbtMt,  100;  u  addlUoiiil  oeott 
boontf  OB  txpwUtlaii,  100;  1b]bit  to  tla  litanzj  mi 
tka  «0BBti7,  lot ;  Mwwar  to  ollectlOM,  101;  o^Htloiu 
]iHtU*d  li  J  tb*  arat,  101 ;  aiuiiulbMnu»ofdn*t»ck 
OBm^,  101;«aBl^  dnVbHk  Is  ina,  101 ;  cdfln  at 


CUlMMoa  «:— Ib  U»  Houm,  a  npoTt  ud  Un  nbtln 
UUh  Im  Wt  tka  eoDaBllini  otdiiUn,  Ml;  ■  bUl  to  la- 
ta ditlaiiai«adr  l«Tl*d,Ui;  prlBtli«  nda»d,Ut. 


MUiUim^  Frtdatni.    Su  Indm, -nlM.  I,  n,  ni  /wI«K 

TOL  B,  iVMUMttoI  <1«««M. 
XUdirral  vaU/br  Pr-UmtSit  la4ii,  roL  Hl 
.SMtro>jr<VMWa  7Vtgrapk.—lB  tka  Hou*.  a  bin  to  aa- 

thorin  a  tarlta  of  aiparlnHoti  wtth,  TM;  amandneBt 

oaR«daBdlaal,Toa;  bUI  paMed,  TIO. 


Olimfivm  jroMOlAMfttt.— dK  AdM,  TSL  T. 

Blt,  /«■■,  KapnaaBtatlTa  flwB  Hair  Tort,  I. 

Jtatofva—jM  Atei^  Tola  1, 1,  S,  and  JtoihE^  tdL  1,  ffraot 
Aetata. 

AUfataHHli,  Snail  and  TMt— In  lb*  Btula,  tba 
nyalatlBg  aaUatmaata  la  the  naTBl  ■errloi  and  ma 
eoipi  Kmaldtnd,  «l;  lb*  HOM  saH,  ttt;  moUai 
andada  aU  bat  vblto  man  from  aailitmen^  axcopt  fi^ 
eookl,  ato^  dU;  anptormeat  tt  Hfroea  In  tba  psblls 
acrriea  Barer  prvTed  IqJoTloaa,  404;  prove  datriaaDtal 
to  the  trriet,  4U;  craator  portloa  of  llaI>CB«i|k'* 
niton  Uad,  4S4;  emeadmait  adoptod,  tK. 

tut  tf—ai*  India,  yti.t. 


t,  O'tta*,  Kapnai 


TeTTDeBt,l,MI 

MthamrrMaMltari^dN;  iBtndMgaaMll  tonpal 

tkabuknptlav,tl&    B— India,  jalt.ia-lS. 
mutant*  ifaotkt^St  Jndat,  toL  T. 
JfcwItojiKP  MUL— la  the  Mnato,  notiM  id  a  notleo  to  poat- 

pone  tba  faneral  orden  for  tbe  pqipeaaof  taUnf  np  tbi 

a»^HB»Mn,4«K 
In  tba  Heme,  a  report  «a  Um  plaa  Mbmlltod  bf  tbs 

Samtatyof  tbeTtewT.dU;  nportoftka 

oonaUaiwl.  680;  eber(a  tbat  tbe 

Uotod  tbair  dst7, 


an7Uiatpraoadadlt,m;  IwacaHd  aapandltan  oC  Dw 
laatteir  Taai^Ul;  tnetloB  to  prlBt  an  aitn  notBber  tt 
tafim  fitui,  U8.    lfaU,V9. 
IbpiaHt  XKpiMUHnStt  Indtrn.  T«h.  10. 11.  M. 
U.II. 


r  ABnsui,  Jonr,  MM*  retaHra  U 


le  llalnab- 


AtMtiil  iSiJI  Sa*aliiHMa-A«  Adei^  TsL  11. 

f*dtralJ»dgf.—Si*itdtm,iiHt.t,a,  aBd  Adea^nla.1 
\  AmmdmmUi^tk4  OeiumMom. 

hswa,  0>1BLM  Oi,  BapraaantaUT*  frmn  Be«  Toil:,  m  j 
on  tba  bankrupt  lav,  STT,  6tt. 

TMiBniD,  Wa.  P..  BepreaaBtatlTe  trma  Maine,  M. 

■.tMM,  BafmMntatt**  freoi  Hev  Tsit,  ^ 
nlitlT*totb*bBTnl^ortbeCBrotlDe,lM;  00 tba 
lo*Bbni,(>r;  on  repeal  of  llw  bnkrapt  law,  M;  ea 
tka  Tnanrr  Sola  bin,MI;  on  Ibatari^dll;  an  Ik* 
plan  oTaB  «i«b«qiuir,  MO.    JH  Auti^  Toh.  11-14. 

Tm,  Joa>,  BapraaantatlTa  from  New  Toit,  1. 

ruanett,  ttatt  ^lU—ta  tba  Honee,  amiMgo  lelaH**  to, 

Jfaaol  T*ar,  Oa— In  tka  Sanata,  a  bfll  pawd  llilBf  tbs 


TOLII. 

Horlda,  armtd  cecupoMiim  ^.— la  Uw  Hmati.  a  MS  ral- 
~      "  oriUablll, 


B,lt;a 


dBal«tlfaaCNakWar,M;  tba  *el^M;  lb*  d> 
tntfoa  e«Mnd  for  Ik*  raaaHa  tf  tba  FtoiUa  Vat,  M; 
wka  hut  Ike  iiiaMaBllai  Oanaral  dtnated  and  eoo- 
ti«n*dlb*<vaTattoDi«ftfaa8nirTM;  Botwltkttaadl^ 
tkanamba  af  battta*  O*  fontltjraBd  de^erMkiat  of 
tkaaBM^Mt  dlmtalibad,  >;  tba  planer  opanttoaa 
Ulbaito  baa  astmlT  MM,  »;  San.  Tajler  now  da- 
■pali*  of  aooaaai^  M;  font  of  tka  txmj,  »;  wbola 
eoaliT  •konld  b*  aomad  br  a  ftRie,  U;  fosU  ilalod 
br  tba  SemlBiT  an  arrnDaniB  IB  fonr  of  Ihta  Mil,  M ; 
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b;  lodUiu  to  tlbOM  vbo  h&Tfl  to  oonqur  all  tuftm  thflj* 
If  tbs  UU  pMM,  IT ',  ths  plan  b  Tortli 


RotOMiwdn 


Ittobai 


oBtliiB  at  boaor  md  bnaaiil^ 
A  ba  IniBlutad,  U ;  In*  fti  I>  tbla 
li!Ual<aUMIeaBM(thl*ol4Mtr  W;  Ih*  nHl«n  «• 

to  ocsBpT  block  boiUM,  H;  ■  biu 

■Ill J  trill  ooMtnMtaf,  Milan 

wtUonrsS;  i  —'r-'™*-"-*  to  nppoM  Umm  imlMn 
MUkn  nHmUa  tki  teidjrploMUi  of  thaW«t,«; 
nnltaof  tlwUU,M;l«ad«i«r<f  tUamMmn,!*; 
irliat  iboold  jou  •ipaot  frn  IU«  DMUU*  t  II ;  th* 
boimtf  <il[UaltBtb*lHtwK,n;  IM  cflMt, » ;  aTUT 
IT  tu*  bM«  rItu  bf  Cangmi,  X ;  who  li 
Hi  K;  what  >i«  Ui* 
pluu  oTU*  aamUrr,  M ;  bMt  to  aril  on  tlw  SMntuj 


■mH  hu  •rlHB  from  tutanl  mnm,  SI;  -whan  ti  tlu 
•Tldtiuo  of  tba  BooNlu]''*  ImpoUao*  Md  innt  of 
VMTur  tt;  That  btoho  dona  T  89;  tho  paianHuatob- 

Boiulij,  and  -'■""*■■>  of  tbo  tBonqri  U ;  ftirthoi  do- 
talk,  S8;  tlia  BtonUrr  liH  mad*  th*  baat  of  tha  maana 
In  Ua  power,  Xt;  maaanna  fbr  tb*  fatura,  M;  tba 
boDiitr  la  not  la  bognnlodnntUUiovoifclapadbnBad, 


Mr*  DO  IDBUH  if  aappootlns 
Sa-U;  bUlp*M*d,4L 
aoat^  a  naolnlloB  nlatlTa  to 
■a  of  bhwdhonadi  fa  tk*  Florida  Tu  oftred,Ni 


■  Impoltad  br  tba 

a  of  Umbo  patUkmaia, 

io  tba  oaa  flf  tta  anlmata,  W;  ni«- 

fkmd,« 

tvr  at  War,  T& 

In  tlio  Basata, 

of  Flotlda,  H ;  moTod  to  nftr  I*  a  Baloet  Oonmlttaa, 

»;iD*nMcUlfl>r*dlfliriOB(tf  UwTanltoir,  Mj  aftea 

andaalaT*  Btata  mut  ooma  la  tofathar,  II;  ratend 

to  a  Balaet  OomiDltUa,  M 

Jbr<da  J]Wr*.—at»  ludaa,  vol.  T.    Ocmak—a—  IiSiit. 

TOL  B.      Oatrnt—am  InOtm,  Tola,  10-11      Oowm- 

BtM(  ^.—Stt  AdM,  ToL  (.    Epamltk  Trtatf,  Oaoa- 

paU^  iff.-a—  rmdtB,  vbL  ^    AhvUm  «t— Aa  A- 

tfa^  ToL  &     Var.—St»  ladtm,  ToL  U.     ITraBtaH.— 

Si*JttdtB,nl.8. 

Tuna,  Ckui^  A^  B^uoaantatlTa  from  Maw  Terk,  181. 

Floid,  Johx a.,  ITnprKiiiititlii  ftnn  Haw  Ynik,  S,  Ul ; 

on  Iba  unl  w^OprWIOB  UU,  SU 
FatFtBtKiMtim.    BuHOim,  toL  ID,  Fablla  laodi. 
fbrtlgn  Ommiret,  rteulatlem  o/— Is  tb*  Scnata,  a  mo- 
tion to  reprint  BertalB  raoololloo*  ratatlT*  to  fanlfs 


FarMg*  Jllartniiga.— In  0m  Bom,  a  bn  ta  b  Oi  i^ 
of  tb*  ponnd  itarUii^  4dL 

jngnfffB  AalaMoH^-Aa  Atfa«  toU.  4,  L 


It  Ik 


FOBXaxo^  Joun,  Bapt* 

18L 

Fonm,  Jm*.  lattar  to  fba  BrIlU  UaUa,  tl-ll 
Ar(t)leaUo<UL— In  tba  Bout,  lb*  UU  idtdn  k 

aU*nd,tM: 


Mala  of  itttaat,  VH;  M  vwm^niati  if  la  ■» 
ptMiantehinetn  baa  tikan  plan  InlhilldAlgK 
sn ;  out  praaani  BTitam  nttariy  naaoltiblt  fcctttob 

of  lb*  oonntrj,  SOC ;  tb*  ajitcu  Introdind  itf  Ga 
B«niaid,MSj  Xifland  willneTartUaiiidaiflinl- 
lnf  na  bftba  Canadaa,  MI;  battii  to  ^trcfrlilik 
finti  alreadf  bigan  and  ^ipolat  a  ennniili^ii  U  iqoi 
wbetbartberwara  nwar*  not wHtk; <f Mh xM 
an,H<.    Am /ulai^  Tola.  11,11. 

Fonna,  Lawaanoi  A.,  BopmtntitiT*  ha  Kn  T4 
ML 

FoUTi>  TnoKia  An  BapraotntatlTa  frgD0gB(|li,B1;a 
thaprOTlalaDallailttiaO;  on  tba  tariff  ieC^M, 

Ailrtt  A^olmaf  (/i>qi#ti{L— Id  th*  Hmafc  IbkO*' 
trodow  a  bm  fbr  tba  parmaot  ij,  lAtd  lad  itM 
3».    Am  Ado,  ToL  1ft. 

Fox,  H.  (L,  lattar  to  Beeratary  Fonftll  nlKln  K  a> 
Malna  boundary,  O-tJ. 

AniuM,  oIolfiM  OIL— 5h  A<I«a,  T<^  IL  OaifaliMaAi 
-nG^  Itidm,  ToL  IL  iZaloHOM  attL-iSii  AO^ 
Tola.  1,  ML 

^V««MV  iVMtwiL— 5h /ado^  Tsla.  1, 1 

TVwuUla'j  Aqf— In  tba  Bouac,  prtaepMiia  4  H. 

frudom  ql'CbMolaiKi Aa  JixtsE,  TaL  L 

Fa>«iira,  Imn.— In  tba  B«nat«,  a  moOon  ta  idittli» 
port  0^  TIT;  carrlod,  TIB. 

rrtnA  CoUmlal  Trad*.— Set  J*dm,  toL  1. 

Fr*liA  I>nrtf.—Stt  Jiuttm,Ttl.S. 

rrtiuh  Ktfitgtt.~Su  Itidtn,  tbL  L 

/VviuA  ^wUoHos.— In  tb*  Boou,  a  np«l  ftanOiQa- 
mlttaa  OB  Foralpi  A&ln,  In  ralathu  ti^  tit  m^ 
Otft,  Tola.  1,  B,  I,  II,  18. 

Fnanon,  J.  V.,  eboaau  Cbaplala  of  tba  Bobm,  M 

/VviiMar^  proiiaetlDH  ^— £*i  AA^  tdL  1. 

nw<((OMyV«n>^uMci«.— In  tba  BoBat(,tMilallM*^te 
LagMator*  of  aaoigia  ptoaaatad,  M;  (aadlia  «■* 
Teisf  batwaan  Oaorfla  and  lfolM,»;  Ibamto*" 
otGonrtUln  thlioaHbat  ban  eaaaand  ^j  «•■•>■: 
tftbaFadanl  OOTenimaBt  hu  aorifhiUldBF*" 
prannt  Ibta*  ooofileta  tba  Stataa  mutDlaw^' 
flirlbenHlTea,BT;powaitonfnUlalH(i(iBB«H 
•T ;  powor  of  tb*  SUtat  to  i^EOJala  laWKl  ••«» 


oftbaw^K:^ 
<i(t)M9oTar»irafiUna,>8.    AtAAi^nl-L 
AffWn  Awaa— Aaa  Adoi;  toIl  &,  C  T,  Omk 
rvtMii,  ViLLUM  &,  Sonalot  iMm  AikaOM^  ^  IH  >^ 


Ounan 


,  Jos>,  Bapi 


itallTO 


11,11. 
SAKau,  Boon  I^  B^nHstatln  ftafa  S 

a*  daoma  of  B.  W.  HabardiaB,  (IT. 
QasLuni,  Bitob  A.,  oh  won  Olaifc  of  tb*  Bm 


DigilizcdbyGOOglc 


unk  Jmni  BtprN 


nframTliilBU,&   Bfhk- 


Gauud,  BiOM,  BcprMuUUn  bum  IdnUuk,  ■;  OB  Ik* 
SavJanar  tlostloB,!!;  rMlsuUi(eit,ia>  Bt  !»■ 
am,nk.a,\t. 

Oaio,  em  IL,  BcpnautOlTafaHn  ITew  Toik,  I,  SSL 

0«iun>I  CtmmtmaTY.'-Btt  Htdta,  TaL  U. 


Gtorgta  OaimL—at  IttOta,  to!  la  Land  aaliiu.—At 
Ad«B,  ToL  1.  MMUa  aatm:-ai*  I»iH^  tkL  S,  I, 
T,^».    Promt—St  Imlia,TdL  10. 

ator^la,  ToU  till  Pnaldant  In  lUO,  HML 

OtrmoK  Lanffvagt,  lata  in.—St4  hdia,  toL  1. 

Qbut,  Jahb,  BaprMaotitlTa  fnu  PaaujlTaaiB,  I,  tSl. 

Omniirai,  Joun*  B^  BapitMstaUTa  Ova  Ohio,  S,  tSL 
Aaisda^ToLU. 

aiuaCiTHoiuJ  W^  BapraaaiiUUTe  from  Tliglnla,  181 ;  an 
tlia  nlicf  of  Jin.  tbrrUon,  t» ;  oa  praililoul  UxIS, 
481;  maku  a  soDDtar  raport  oa  tb*  UrttT  nto,  IH. 

OOMU,  Wnuu  L^  BcpnaantaUTa  bom  Tl^lala,  1,  Ml. 

OaoeUand  anmln  J'lMUMk— In  tba  Baiiato,  naelatloM 
at  the  dilma  oB  Imponul  qnaatlgaa  aglMaag  Uw 
egODtrr.  Kt;  tha  Tata  powgr  ■  high  oosaamtlTt 
power,  S5»:  ilawi  npon  Iha  Tato  moaiaja,  8» ;  «U  tba 

tnDdlng  sp  a  (laat  oremillBg  moDaj  povar,  SSO. 
OooD^  Ftnica  O,  BapnuaUtlTa  from  OUo,  S,  Ml.    £m 

ikifo^  ToL  II. 
Ooon,  ■Wauui  (X,  Eaii«aaBl»llra  from  TlrglnU,  Ml. 
aaBD«x;auiinI,B(pi«MDtetiT*fraiaNaw  TaTk,lSl;  as 

EbakubtUMTiiwUi*  Uakrnpt  Uv.m.    St*  lit- 

d^m,'n^.ll^. 
OBxHon,  7»iren,  BapiMtnUtlTa  ftiHD  Naw  Turk,  S, 

MS;  TotaafbritipaakaT.ii    S*»  Iitdta,  tcL  It. 
OuHiK,  JixH,  SapnaaalatlTfl  fram  Nsitli  CaraUn 

Ml.    Sm  Adas,  ToU.  It,  la. 
Gsiiuii,  WiLUAK  &,  Banatw  boa  NorUi  Cinlisa, 

Dn  thaBp(nrtl<>niiHiitblll,US;  sn  the  dwaaaa  of  L«t1* 

VlUluna,  BM. 
Os^T^  WilLUH  J.,  BapreaentstlT*  from  Kaatuckj,  t. 

Aa  Iiulim,  ToL  IS. 
Or«al   BrUala   and   CMiia-.Vin>-/>><«i/ir*«w.— I 

Hone,  proeaadlngi  relatlTa  u,  M  J  bow  Tiawad  la  £li(- 

lukd,  H;  oaa  eplril  la  the  khusiIUm  to  paai  On  In- 

of  tta  eommlttaa  on  eo-oparaUea  with  Ev^tai,  100. 
ereat  SrMafn,  raJaHoiu  wIM.— la  the  Stnile,  Iha  Com- 
mltlea  DB  Forelfn  BslaUoni  irqneati  to  be  dlKhugad 
fmrn  eoiuldeilng  th«  reulntlon  napecUDg 

dv7,9«S;  thepnJHtoTxiDiiTBnUDiibaebo 
t«d,Mt;  Tiaweof  tba  Fnildeot,tU;  Bo  |>< 
a  war  thongbt  ol.  ML 


CtojM^  Mupaiutaa  if.—8u  Ihdtu,  toU^  ^  a, 
Tliw— !■.  «.  X.,  SqmaMMiT*  from  OMTfla,  S, «; 

Tlniliik,S. 

I  Tanaiat,  a,  tSL    &« 

HiUTMU^  ViuUM,  atpftHBUtlTo  IToin  Be*  Jnttj,  tt 
W.    Aa  JMaa^  ToL  la 

oallaslen  of  tb*  nt*- 
N;  raport  o^  at  Savoterj  oT  tba  Traaunj^-iSM 


lii(DatUafcaaiathaeMnpnBlaaaiit.Ut;  printbCB- 
da«d,tNl    Ah  Aita^ Tok.  1,  ^ ^  It 
HuiaoH,  UUh  bill  Ibr  tba  rallaf  eC  MS. 

In  the  Houa,  ■  bU  fer  tb*  rdlaf  ot,  txnMtni,  MS; 
tb*bin,MS;  MS,«niDoT*4laalltbablBBk,MS;aoaM 
pfOTlitoD  ihBDld  ba  m*d*  fin  tba  IU1II7  oT  tb*  lata 
Pr^dant  In  tba  Bitni*  of  bb  IndauBllj  fcr  aipaaaea 
liKiBn«d,  MS;  paitfaslai^  f " 
with  pobUe  ^italaa,  MS. 


oaMtltDthmtkMtolBTMtiDaBa7,MS;  tba  UlaPnri- 
daatbadMtdrantd^larofbUMlarr.MS;  n  km 
DO  light  la  ba  geMnna  with  U*  mouf  of  tb*  paopla, 
MS ;  oBWl  tUa  un  ba  pliMd  OS  tba  botf*  or  mdlapnt- 
abtajoaua,  tM;  bU  pM**d,  tog. 
!■  tb*  BaaTi.  tbi  lilll  iiiMlilMeil,  lOT:  abOltoiBak* 


lar.  n*;  • 


»]i» 


Gbkck^  Wiun,  BapraaaDtattT*  from  KentnilL;,  I,  SSL 
Obii«,  Jobk.  B^nnentatlr*  from  Hav  Tort,  ISL 
Gurmt,  JoBH  K.,  BepTMantaUTa  from  BoDlb  Can)llii4,l. 
Oumm,  Horn  H.,  SqireaanlatlTa  fromlfav  Tort,  S. 
SnnTDT,  Fiux,  Senator  from  Tannmii,  S ;  on  tba  aamup- 

a»Bof8taud«bt^8a;aniMioi;m.  ^.fiuta^ma. 

M,I1.U. 


OwiAMtt.— Ae  liultm,  rot  t 

Amm  Am*,  EepfeaentatlTa  from  Pnu^Taal*,  ML 

■    ■    ■     1,  Ml;  OB  tba 


tlflaUlOB  aloBg  wtib  It,  SN ;  tt  >n  aaU  at  tba  laat  *< 
rfoBtbtf  BM***!  of  b*oki  waiB  to  b*  opanad,  Stl; 
dUtknaa*  b«tv*cn  Fod«ral  asd  BUIa  oooaUtBtlOH,  Mt ; 
tbk  la  *  flR,  sntoXr.  preaut,  Stl ;  rMlrtatloBa  nlMlr* 
to  paiaona  hoWlBg  gBea,  SOS :  BothlBg  la  tha  eoaaUtB- 
tloB  to  waiTanl  tUa  prooaadlnc  SOS :  aa  »  qDaatlM  ef 
polUraBd*ipodlaBarltla«ttarirBaBJaniiiad.SW;dtf- 
fttaaoa  b*tn*B  mUte7  BOd  tMl  aarrla*,  SM ;  OTlb  <rf 
tbo  iratam  of  drll  p«Bal*M,aM;  lb*  polBt  to  «hM  It 
baanlT*4lBb(UBd,tn;  tba  bM  of  pnoidaBt  li  IB- 
TAadlnTBla,tOS;miBof  lb*  vidowof  OaB.  Brov^ 
SM;  nnniMllrTnT-  ntlBgfcrtba  bill,  SOI;  motloB  to 


Tb*  BpfrapriBUOB  boBM  <a  tha  jBaUca  or  T 
debt,  aoi;  tba  bill  ahoald  h>T<  p*Md  with  tha 
Bllr  tf  ■  tDBBiBl,  SSfi;  fcrmtt  Pn^daolawbo  ha 


HWIM*,  JOHB,  B*pM**BtltlT* 

Humsa,  Wiiuu  S.,  B*p(«ai 

a,  Ml ;  6enmt  «  ML    dH  Jbllii^  toL  U 

ua  J.  SopiwaslBtln  from  Saith^ 
BixDBL  Ln  BapraaantBlJT*  ~ 
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tOI,  FSAIDS,  Jl^  IM4  COM  «t— iSm  fiuto^  TOL  T. 
n,  Jom,  ScBator  flom  UlMlulpiil,  ttO;  on  tbt 
bulmiptbm,«S;  on  a<  MrampUon  of  8M«  dcbli, 

BuTBT,  TaoKAi,  BipnaanUUn  from  Penii^lTiiiIi,  •,  18L 
Box,  Jdh>.  BeprnenUtln  Avm  North  CuoUiu,  & 
""'"1  S^  Jr,  BapKHBtkUn  from  Itujluij,  & 
BoDoaoa,  Sukxu,  PMIIm  <if.—Ste  Indta,  toL  I. 
HoFTkur.  Oannr,  BnpreMiiUllTt  ftvm  Ife*  Yoik,  ■. 
BoLUiui,  Jau^  SapnwuUUTs  front  TIt(tBia,  & 
Haum,  Illio  E^  KspnaentiUn  from  Bonth  Cuidllu,  I, 


R01.T,  Hm^  BapcawnUtln  from  OMiila,  MO; 

Bomt  Dipartmml—Se*  India  toL  B,  uuI  AdM;  toL  1, 

JTooM  Ifam^/iiabtrtt  tn  tt«  gmw.  -  Sm  titdtm,  roL  & 
Amu  ^iHKlrnL-'Iii  tha  Honi^  &  nport  nlitlT*  to,  tM ; 

>  bill  nuklDg  upprepiIiitlBB  IM,  SML 

In  tha  StBiU,  bin  niport«d,n& 
fisiun  (0  t4«  .Bra«.~5M  India,  jcH  t. 
HdoCi  ExM,  B^mwiilitlTo  boa  PumirlTUk,  8. 
Bonum,  OiOMi  V,  RapnttatMn  boa  Tli|lnU,  I,  SSL 

&w  /iHlic,  tdL  IIl 
Oonul,  Ot  ilvop  <fipar.—ai4  Indat,  roL  10. 
M>rf  loilinOt  Stmlaoli  War^St*  Itlm,  rd.  T. 
HoDOK,  Jaooi,  J[,  BeptOMBtttiT*  tttm  H««  Toit,  SSL 
fswHOODTinaktlUH^OBot  MthCongiH^l;  ■djoonu 

it  eloa  of  Ed  w^on  at  Mtb  CoD^M*.  na 
BonnoB,  Qww.  Bamvml,  UU  «»•  4f!— &«  Indta,  tA  IL 
Hoonox,  OMauSn  BwnnBbtli*  from  A1»1imm,  SSL 
Boiriaiik  A.  D,  BapMMmtttln  tMm  lodluu,  S. 
BawAiD,  Jacob  IL,  BtpctMBtatlT*  froB  Mlablitn,  SSL 
Sowm,  iTtj^*»i%^  HtrprnMnfaHTr  from  E«Btnekjr,  & 
HukBAmD,  D^TiD,  BepreHntfttlTO  from  Alibuu,  8. 
Euauu,  Sdmitvd  W,  BapriHtitatlTg  trnm  Tlrglnlt,  S8L 
finuu,  Bra  IT,  B«utor  from  Raw  Bunpohln ;  ob  print- 

lilt  tha  dooamtBtcry  biitoix,  IH ;  oa  dattM  *&d  dnw- 

Ucki,13t;  OB  bHknptblU,S4I;  an  rtpad  of  tha  Ib- 
Ib.  IMl,  IS,  18. 
SSL 


Bonn,  Bonn  IL  T.,  BapiwentUlT*  from  VlislnU,  ^ 
sal ;  ehoacB  ^wkar,  * ;  iiddrMa,  S ;  latlar  to  tba  Qot- 
CTDor  of  Haw  Janej,  U;  reply  to  tha  Tota  al  thuiki, 
m:mitb*pnivliloultHUlTata,4AL  Si*IiuIm,nL 
U. 

Bimrasmv,  Jun  W^  aswtor  from  ConDMUaat,  SSS ;  on 
■  taiDabukaotca,lT8;on  tba  Una  on  ««B.jM:kw^ 
Sid ;  OD  tha  ire»boiulii(  *7M«m,  SSS;  as  ths  ow^a- 
llog  of  0»(aB,  <;£. 

Skreiitpnjiofd  ttirilerji  ^,~iBm  Indm,  ToL  1ft 


iSfwrft,  Toto  lOi  PrMldant  In  ISU,  KO. 

AijMoebHidi/EUiVHiifMt.— In  tfaa  Hon**,*  prapMl' 
Hon  to  Introdnoa  MTtiUn  tiui%a  igilnit  tha  PrMldat, 
(U;  dedantlim  of  one  hondnd  mamben  of  tbli  HaoMk 
(48;  tba  oharg*  tawl,  SUj  rewlnCloEi,  CM;  i^asM  by 
tha  Houa,  Sia. 

S»ptaiAmtmt.—amt  Zitdtm,  Toli.  t,  VL 

lJ^orli.~St4  JiuUtt  o»  ImporU. 

btpTiiMummtM  DOtSf  In,dm,  ■n\t.1.a,t,a,i». 

Jnctmdlary  AitMeotfoM— A*  Aufai^  ml  11 

'  -        V  ybr  .Spo«B«i>ii*-*»  InOta,  ni.  1,  ffrairt 


Atfapawfanl  7W<i«iiPi>.--lBthaStut>,aitSIgrtMlli 
ba  aBcnaaed,  41 ;  fliitberdl*e<tMS,a,a;  inobta 
fbr  (ha  tcp«*l  tf  tba  tndtpCBdenl 
108;  a 

dwlth,]H;d 
wj- and  Diltplwad,  IDS;  (aaeliiri  nptiliftih^ 
ni«,lBS;  whithu  bean  tha  opentloii  ottUiijia^ 
IBS ;  vbat  It  la  nndentood  to  b^  19t;  tfetBi,  a- 
esedltiglj  Umltad,  IN ;  ■  wort  of  npfitroplla  b  1 
abort  aaaalon  Uka  tbla  to  [m  the  rtcdsHnodliilrai 
BummlttM  to  brine  In  ■  bill  for  niial,19t;  Uttt 
claodDD.  whro  Ibe  prfncfplta  gf  tba  dndiut  pM; 
ware  not  dooUnd,  T3B;  whitwnlbt  Jodpantrfib 
peoplapn  tblimammt  lU;  ItliBliKh  nnUtf^ 
1M«  (laoUaii  ta  a  trtnaphaiit  nndnnntliB  if  lUiaw 
iin,Iffl;  what  l>  tba  urgTiraenl  In  &T«<itlkli}ira^ 
taU  rapes] tlM:  tbit  Ibera  bid b«s  bEllIlft hIiItt 
iBllaapM  ttora  tba  pncUol  ^anUca  if  tlili  bi,  W, 

^LftoonntzTjnrtpuaDd  through  aaa  of  tteiHK  !((■ 
bUne  ounaaa  It  OTar  bad.  Itl ;  whit  taortt  vol  IM 
in  of  Hanlson  pnmie  T  Itl ;  Ibb  t«talB 
>  b«p  Dp  tba  CTdtamenl  af  lb*  hta  o- 
n^  in ;  tha  election  decided  noUtlng  M  OK  Ent 
BonahaahlbaPTe*ldant,l«i  Idle  to  ittiBtllitriiri 
It  to  ■  dedrioD  Bcalut  Ihla  nuaann,  ir :  tt  I  D^atr 
ofthapoople  ue  (^ipoaed  to  tbia  iiHanR,n>ii'Ili 
bTor  of  tha  allamats  muannt  IH;  tinH  e»^v 
oouIdaT  ■  Hatlonil  Bank  wbaa  tbt  Frrddol  M 
esnaaln,  1S9;  another  appmnnoe  at  tbt  Uitibdi 
political  arena  wonld  OTerthrow  tba  wbidi  iptnl; 
It  li  laid  tba  repeal  woold  mate  no  pnellald^ 
ISS;  tbapnetloeBpakca  ofconlnrjtelaw.ltt. 

It  Ii  aald  tba  n«nt  electloD  ofGonal  HurisakE 
implied  Initmctlon  to  Bauton  iplut  ttli  odi^ 
ISS ;  doBlod,  IBS ;  other  qoaatlDaa  bid  1  ihk^  m 
powaifltl  aStct  in  tha  oonttet,  ISt;  deelmtlK  if  1> 
sonvoBtlon  at  Bantabnis,  1S3. 

Thla  propoaltloD  to  repeal  wtD  ba  debttfd,  ul  li^ 
debated,  1<8 ;  what  iro  the  reiioD  that  iadut  ^ 
oflMoEof  tbEaraaoIntlonl  Id;  Ihata  iHtsliniii 
Dorreet,lSl;  amendment  to  tha  raoliUaiolMKI; 
naolntlon  ftn  the  repeal  («  Ud  on  Ibi  table, » 

A  naolntlon  liatractjng  the  CMmaltUa  on  Una 
to  report  a  bin  ftn  the  lapml  ot  oftred,  l»:  BuM" 
amend  bj*  reqnlxtng  the  Commlttae  to  report  1  ^ 
atltnte,  SSI ;  moUoB  loet,  S91 ;  raaotttloB  wHri,  S; 
bUI  reported,  SSI ;  the  flrat  aeetlon  pmrldei  Wit^ 
peal,  RS ;  the  aeoond  aeetlon  deHnco  embeolOHilK 
the  paaaage  oflhla  bill  wUl  nvlre  tbt  act  of  ISX,^ 
Uohlngthe  SUta  Hank  ayatem,  SM ;  Ua  lUrd  »*■ 
SSS;  objeotofthe  third  ■setlon.M;  It  BlcMka»lk 
pablls  money  at  the  dlapoaal  of  thaEianilTi^K;Si 
Uwani8S;ISS;  why  prt^we  now  to  ladoiUM 
Boat  iooh  itiDDDona  tSorta  r  19t ;  innilaai  aa^ 


Two  odlooa  ftstares  In  the  nb-TitaB;  b>,  SI 
tha  proper  eaoraa  now  almply  lo  Kpcal  tbt  bI-IW 
ory,  SM;  three  anUUtntw  to  ebooat  ftoB.  W> 
only  qnHtlon,  one  of  time,  SS4 ;  ana  natnlH  il^* 
ba  remoTed  ontU  inotber  waa  Impaead  In  lit  (l»"' 
If  Ola  taw  ti  ropotled  the  Tnainry  mat  be  kft  ibV' 
Ut^  or  the  taw  refntatlnj  It  bo  ao  ftB  of  •■»«» 
manti  that  It  eoBld  not  get  alDE«.  IM ;  aaiubia"' 
]aM0d.SSS. 

A  asbatltate  of  tome  da«3tptlDB  wilt  la  pMal  >' 


bmoi 

la  the  Hanaa,  leaTO  aaked  to  iBtrodlieti 
tapaal  ot  SIT. 

In  the  Bonaa,  tha  UH  to  repeal  ecnddrr 
bin  and  It*  utaganlsC 


iSk* 


B^dnaiO;* 
iltli'*'?** 
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MiUmuUln  that  If 
h*  did  bM  il(B  Ua  twik  MO  tha  TnMoij  vobM  bt  l(ft 
wlthont  legil  pntoetloa,  IH ;  iBOtlaB  to  |iDWpu»»,  (M ; 
faTth«nuawfn>oi«p«ieiiiHit,m;  doabtftd  If  th* 
bukbUl  bMOBU*  ■  liw,  »T;  t^pwinc  tUiaotn 
pufinm  tha  wUl  irf  tb*  pMpb,  tn ;  U«  PnMut  wUl 
■IgntUii  —    ......._. 


Ailw,  toLUl  £ipaHmmt.—St  InJtm,  yt 
b>rtSrtHm.~SfImim,jaL1.  Lands  taUlidit  a  Oatt, 
riffUi  oHr.—Sf  iHdm,  toL  1.  lm>Moitt^-S4*  Itt- 
(tM,  ToL  T.    Tta*  HMl  V'*'  S«^  jr«ate<iH.-,Sn 

/■tffoM^  Otntut.-'Sf  IniUa,  roL  10.  i>».  CMetwinH 
and  OkOiKiMi^-A* /lKl«h  ToL  S.  J>i>.  Mtf^raMM  «! 
-/to  AMta^  ToL  IIL  Ai.  Fttrid^j-St*  Jtutm,  *t>L  ft 
i>akpr»fM««(«:— iSto  Ada^TcLU.  Ai.  ^ii^nt,— 
atJMMMoL).  J>B.  r— al  i/— aw  AJ^  toll.  10, 
IL   l>t.arallttm,StJMdKi,mLlX 

I<tiUa»  War  TctmUin^-A*  ImOm,  ToL  U. 


U  far  Praldut  la  UM,  UO. 


S31 ;  OB  tha  Una  ef  0« 

to  tha  m^loiltr  npoit  en  tha  tariff  vato,  SM ;  ofin  i 

nTamiaUll,SI>T;  ralaUTs  to  th*  BilIWi  TnMr,  TDL 

/<UDla«Bt  MHon^Si*  ttiet,  tdL  11. 

AMrann^  aanmretal,  ia,  Wvntgtt,  ifo,  JTm.— i8h  /n- 

iMiTMl  rf(M  Is  mrialii  Salat-Bt  ladft,  tdL  IOl 
Jiil«fwiJ  J^prDHau<i<L— 5h /hiIm^  TOlt.  I,  S,  S,  10^  IL 

IiTin,  Jum,  BapraaantetlTB  from  Pauuj'lTUila,  ISl. 
IiTix,  WiuuK  v.,  BapraaantatlT*  from  FaoujlnmU, 


KL 


JiDE,  ITiLujui,  BapnaantaliT*  ft 

Jmdoi,  Qbl,  /Kh  vb^-Ib  tfea  Hauat  Man  mma  i 
np«rt a bUl ft* tba  rallaf  oi; 4H ;  raportad, 4(S ;  tm 
HrilrrapoTttMB;  otdsnd  printed,  4M. 

li  tbo  Baiit^  Botlea  fer  kan  to  M^  Ib  B  Un  to  li 
teiaUyOaB-JaokjOB,  &&,«>;  bU)  pottposad,  *ia ; 


SIT;  tha  qoailioB  tfmplj  wbatiur  Gu.  Jaokaoa  *h*U 
ban  thoHDM  miaanra  oTJnitlsa  axtaiutad  to  Um  whlA 
bad  bau  aitaiided  to  otbai  offiean,  bill  not  niiBd  as 
oraatltalliinil  (nBBdi,  US;  b*  Mood  jBatUlad,^  hli 
•oanlM  oT  powsr  <nB  tha  mOBBi  of  MtlDi  tha  altr,  BS ; 
In  thabM(ri7of«T*f;>atloa  at  «b  obm*  of  utnma 
BBoiarf^  ocOBi,  MS;  Oan.  Jaokaon'i  iltostlaa  at  Saw 
i;  br  vbat  mauu  did 


tho  qoMlSli  lowr  tH;    ihooU  BOt  ba  Tlarad  H 


In  tha  Houe,  >  tnlj  patj  tnaanua,  (88 ;  Iboiild  sat 
aniplar  tha  pobUo  matw;  to  tfatUy-  apprabatlon  of  thoaa 
aola  Air  whlah  a  llBa  waa  larlad  bjr  tba  ragnUr  offloara 
cf  tha  lav,  (89;  what  an  thagroundi  Ibr  pRuUi(  thli 

BUtamant  of  &ata,  (OT;  had  Gob.  Jackaon  auj  ali- 
thorityledacUnnianUllBirKIII;  who  vu  t«  ba  tba 
Jodca  of  tha  nacfwity  to  nupeDil  tba  wrtt  of  AotwM 

In  tha  Sasata,  a  m^otltj  and  nlBmltr  nport  on  Um 
baUMl;  naaluUoD  toprlst  ]oat,(tI;  ao  iDadaqoaU 
rawardfor  bU  stllltaiy  MrTlOM,T(iO;  neeaaalty  luu  no 
lav,  TOO  1  did  Pitildcot  Uidlion  nhnka  tha  eoDdnct  cf 
OaB.  JackaoDf  TDl;  tba  ramor  of  peaca  near  dUorfan* 
lilBg  hla  anaj,  TOI ;  wbf  li  Oen.  Jackaon  laia  woithr 
of  a  Air  and  [mpactlal  eoDtfdentloa  thaa  otbmt  TDl; 
wbj  did  tha  Tan  BareD  admlalitntlon  BC|tMt  thlt  mit- 
tcrt  TCS;  it  li  aikad,  whf  tba  nacaultf  of  Totlsf  aowl 

Its. 

Ifotlon  to  ttrihaonttba  oilflnal  UU  and  Inlart  >  nb- 

atltata  loat,  TOO ;  bin  paaaffl,  f  DtL 
JioooB,  TBoiuiB.,KapnaaBtatlTaftam  KewTo^K 
Jailt  <faattt.—Bet  Indta,  toL  1. 

Jaius,  ]?B*iraia,  BepreHntatlTo  from  Fenna^lTaiiU,  t,  SSI. 
JixiaoH,  OB  tha  daaiaa  of  A.  O.  HanlaoB,  10 ;  oa  tha  aUm 

g(  Ibtthaw  Ljaii'i  httn,  UH. 
Jmna,  Dabixl,  BcpraaaotatlTe  ftoDi  KarylaBd,  1. 
JoanoH,  Oi>L,  BapmentatlTa  IhuB  Tanneaitf,  SSI;  aa 

tba  Biagnetlo  lali(twb,  tIM.    BulHdm,  toh  IOl  It 

vTork,! 

jlB^l 

t.  IL,  praaldaa  1b  tba  Swiala  aa  Tlea  PnaldaBi, 

IT;  ntaa  tor  aa  TIaa  PraridaBi,  IM;  nanaifci  oo  ntb- 

liWaaTleaPnaldul,S(&    Aa /wlaiii,  Tola.  ^  «,  J^  i  T, 

8, 10, 11,  IS. 

MBioa,  Wiuiu  Cnn,  BapnaantitlnfraiB  Ilu7bnd,l^ 

u  tha  daceaia  of  Lawla 


dabta,«W;  on  tba  ana  boor  nilo,  (11 ;  ralatlTo  to  State 

dabla,  TOI    Sttlndmi,  lola.  It,  18. 
JoMU,  luAO  R,  K«pi«MatBllT*  f>o«  UBTland,  SSL 
Jona,  Jon  W.,  Bapfawntatlia  fMm   TlrHala,  4,  ISIi 

Totcafcraaqiaakai,!;  an  tboBBTil  appropilatlon  hU, 


MaDlMT*  Axm  Haw  Toik,  & 
AHwI^Oa  aU  Om^raiL-JM  Adai^  tdL  & 
AhwiI  ^  Oa  Aifaral  CbMMMon.— jM  Ada^  nL  T. 
Adpa^  JWaxoi,  rwwval  4l^-A«  iWM,  *^  )k  *' 
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•  ^.— In  a*  Omta,  u 
nd  ta  tha  bin  tor,  Ao,  «>i  objast  to 
■t  olnattc/  XTortli  CuoUn*  Mid  Vlr- 


lDtbBHinw,>lilIItd*lln  to  Ik*  jDdMd  dnolM, 
I;  pr^odtlantoilMiUihUH 
ltaadir«thCluDllu,ttT;  to 


sin  PuuujItuiI^  3^ 
KliTotsforii  ^cakar,^    AM  JiKl«i,  toL  IS. 
Tmi.^  Oorswno,  BaprtMnttdTa  from  Hav  YoA,  4 

»aA<<M,ToLU. 
KmnsT,  Airvuv,  XepraMBtitlTa  from  Indluu,  SSL 
SnnniiT,  JoBir  P.,  BapnustUlT*  (Mn  Hurtead,  SSI ;  <ra 


JTanJualv,  Tata  ftir  PnaldHit  la  IBU^  UOl 

XtKjiam  CbOtgi.'-Su  ZiUU^  toL  I. 

Km,  TsoMU  BuTio,  KaptcMDUtlr*  from  Oaorfl*,  S, 
181 ;  on  ■  borne  •qudcoB,  SOC  , 

Xno,  WiLuui  K,  SaniUor  fran  ,M«t«in»,  xsg ;  on  tha 
doaimaiitu7lilit«i7. 1S>1  oofttKalbuik,«ll;  alMtad 
PiMldaatpraUm.  of  tba  Scute,  l«i  addna^lM;  ra- 
nurki,  M8i  SB  dlftubuwatlB  tha(«lUilH,t5a;  ontba 
dnimofBaiBaal  L.  Boothaid,  M;  aa  tba  tvU^BU; 
OB  tha  iHUBptlan  of  Btata  dabt^  «9I ;  on  tba  BilUih 
tna^,  TUL     au  Adi^  Tob.  <  I^  I,  I,  H,  1, 10, 11,  IS, 


IM  Stdm,  tcU.  1,  t,  T,  & 
iat*  aupirhr  Opptr  JRhm;— A*  Iitdta,  nit.  1,  T,  & 
loKi  CTaJ—i,  eetyUiHiMoi^  ^t—B—  htita,  tsL  IS. 
Lattd  PartltattntnU^^.-Jlm  fadm,  nL  IL 


m  Ohio,!. 

UI  Jniu^  rttntd  mit4  ^.-~Stt  l»d*>>,  roll.  T,  (. 

Z*ni  jn«M  ^  JRmhH.— &a  Adai^  ToL  in 

tJtt^  IiAAO,  KcprtaaatatiT*  Aon  PaSBirlTiBla,  8,  ML 

Lhodtoh,  ll±inn.x.pKUie»  (a,—In  tha  Baaila,  «  Mil  la 

put,  takta  np,  IW;  mK^  l»i  thli  bill  aMabltiha  ■ 

prasadwt  (or  tha  axtoBdoB  oT  tha  pauloo  IM,  IB;  tb< 

wUow  o(  Cha  flrM  aOavt  who  Ul  U  tba  war  of  tba 

BaroliitlaB,  l«f ;  If  tbaj  dapwiad  fMm  nla  IB  OBI  oua, 


irbaia  w«*  tbar  ta  ttopT  Its ;  tt4 1^  ■!«  lUU  h 

tha  waiiul]TBHTltariouirtthth<tnt,UI;a^gB 
bu  from  ttBM  to  Hat  axttolal  tht  padn  In.W; 
tbo  ptBiliin  tW  na  sue*  thu  a  frtti  ^iteaifdiCtr, 
IW;  >  tata  that  atudi  bj  Hiitt,  Itt;  tbaU^tu 

US;  a  rtiODf  cua,in;  wkat  taibaeatht  tA» 
mnwd  M  tha  baA  ef  paa^aaa  Utban^  Ut;  ^Ik  4 
Mrrloa,  1«T;  Iha  piarlouaiita,  HI;  pclat^tou^ki 
ooBlliwd,  in ;  ooBld  tbalt  qtopatUa  lalaia  tta  ii 


LaoriBB^  H.  B^  BapraaeotatlTa  tna  Rn  Tut,  I. 
lATT,  Satis,  Dalaguc  tna  PVnUi,  ISl. 
IawB,Diicm  B,  Bapi«HBlallTa  ftn  AUa^^M: 
Tataa  )br  ai  ^uhar,  S.    Aaiitd«,ToLll 

Sn  ladtm.  raL  II 
ZAar^  ^CaMV-Aw  JkAn,  <r^  S,  1. 
XOroFi' 4<  OMffrwL— iSia  AA^  TtL  1 

ZArory  «•  JTr.  /tfWaan &•  /wIM^  ral  1. 

-■  -  .     -      -   .      ^^^ 


UmllaHta,  KoMh  t^—Aa  A<K^  toIl  d 
IjHOOUf,  IsTi,  Bapnaentatlvs  &na  lliwirtii*'^  I  k 

fildM,T0Ll& 

Lm,  AwmiUD.  BapnawrtdTa  fran  Hn  ToLM 


tba  Oncon  lantMfT,  M*  1  on  tha  |ni^acan|>c«r 
llaablU,m;oD>«aaaIbBalc.n*;«alBiilM«i 
nil  «BlbiOrvoaaoBnBll*«Batl«,ta;«aiFB' 
■Iod1*wi,US;  OBtha  tilll;«T«;  oa  lbiim*a>B 
thaBtalai,Slt;  ob  tba  aoeopatiu  af  OMpa,RB. 
aBth«fliMCif0«B.Jm(A*0B,7t»;  «  fraHAap^ 
tiaa,  m.  B—  Ad«,  Tola.  11^  IS. 
I4nun>u>,  HitsAmL  &,  E»pr«ahtTra  bm  IHK 

181. 
ZMaOBbnnlattau.— Aa  Alfaii,  Tola  1,1 
XOBB  ■/ naalaa  JRiKMt— Ib  tba  Bowa,  >  Ml  iM"  ^ 
ooBddarod,  MM;  buUob  to  Hitka  aol  fti  Mtq 
aUiiae,8n;  pioTta1aMoribabllI,Sr;  biadtlwi^ 
eaiaarj,  or  uy  part  ot  it,  SOT ;  e»tliil7BMi'i"1.*' 
or  If  tba  afflaln  c^  tba  GoTfffBBuat  vera  ^4ffTl7  ^' 
agad  tbara  Toiild  be  no  uaed  of  *  laaa,  Nt;  U>  P^ 
•Itioavai  looreatea  debt  aad  laj- tbafegaMsl" 
baBh,  SOT;  wlaer  to  lay  datlM  tbu  to  botnaii*!. 
SOT;  tha  daada  a(  aaarioB  af  Tlislala  nd  Ira  Tut 
tpleadad  Uw  poblte  UiMta  aa  a  laraaaa  ta  &•  Swn^ 


Loam  BOL—St  Indta.  toL  B. 
Lolt,  jHtUe,  i»  WaAbnitm.-A4  InBm,  nil 
ZhMom,  TOta  Ibr  PnMant  ta  IMS,  tX. 
LowBix,  Joanna  A^  Ba pnuatatlTa  ftsm  MdM  t ) 


t  OB  tha  patlUaa  gf  b  t«  ■ 
laBfth  ef  tlna  atelMd  itBea  tha  elil>  *>  '^ 
aastad.lM:  motlaB  to  1*7  oB  Uiatdl>Mt>^ 
•rdai«dtobeeB(Tgwd,UT;  whit  li  tbi  !*■ 
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t>*fbn  the  Horn*  t  UT ;  tinu  wmntod  Bo  axuulB*  Into 
t)ien«l(tat«artliafcoU,ieT;  dl^noa  lo  tba  eoaatrr 

(U  Uia  Oonnmrnt  amaduitLoiulr  rttala  mouj  piM 
loto  tha  Traauj  uidBT  iDek  clrcomituoai?  UTi  no 
■TtdSBog  gn  tt(  b«ki  thtt  th*  U0B*r  «*>  eTn  paid 
Into  0»  Tr  "  "  " 

FaMd,140. 


JToO  I%^/b.-^5H  JUm^  ooL  T. 

JToAh,  (K(n>te6M«t— 5m  Alia,  ToL  t. 

JlWiM,  VoM  Ik  PnM«Bt  la  IM^  HKL 

MtUtmSoiig*,''''*^^-—^'*  AilM,  TdU.  3i  la 

Jli^or-a-ural,^l«t^.— St  Ituiaa,  villi. 

M*"""i  Tsuios,  BapiautitlT*  from  TliKtnla,  1,  IS. 

Am  Ail«^  ml  11. 
Maiaoit,  HxuDira,  BcprMastatlT*  from  Kaw  Totk,  g,  Ml. 
jrwKbHiM  (II  (iU  aoCalL— Ib  Iha  Baiuta,  the  blU  lo  nto- 

eil',  daUltaotlha  bm,«>:  rIoUtloa  ot  Uw  eoutltn- 
UoiiiBll;  ■  pnmlDaDt  ott)aet  of  tha  Wl  toanfOno  tha 
dlttrlDt  lUiK  sT  lb*  ^iponloiimant  UU,  BU;  auk 
Hsna  to  Jndf*  of  lt>  alsctlvBi,  SU;  *DUBaiii«il,  SIS; 
Wn  Brdan4  to  ba  ascniaMd,  Sit. 

ILuravs,  Wiim  P_  Bautor  bom  Horth  Caiollu.  IU,  XSO ; 
on  uia  ^oaiiaotlT*  pro  ampHow  UU,  MM ;  OD  tiu  ntln- 
BMBt  o(  tha  Tl»  FndilaBt,MTi  asfwar  to  ToU  of 
thub  of  tba  SanUo,  SB ;  pnaMast  pr9  Unt.  of  tha 
aeiialo,«ll.    Am  Adi^  Toll.  11,  II. 

ICuouMD,  Aunt  S.,  BapnwolatlTo  I 
■,181. 

ICutan,  D*AinmTS^~5M  Atai  toL  I. 

JTorfaa  An(ai.->aH  /lUlaa,  toL  10. 

ICamball,  AtmB,  Bdpi««nUtlr«  fMm  Uaina,  M. 

M.— ...^T— .-..  r^  BapnaantatlTofroa  Krataskr.Ml 

MuTtUfBioauD  P.,  RapnaaatMln  from  K*«  Toik,t. 
A« /■<{«,  ToL  11. 


ToLB. 
Maryland,  Tota  Ibr  Fntidast  In  ISM,  »L 
JToai rHAM*(^  iHawriill  ok  Oa  w 

ToLIL 
JUmaekiuetU  MUtUa  aalmt—Stt  InOm,  mU.  8,  >,  IC^  11. 
Ma—aAtuttU,  Tota  for  Praddeot  in  IMO^  100. 
HAioit,  JoKi  TKoKmos,  KapmintatlTa  from  lEairlud, 

Kl ;  on  tha  fapaal  of  the  nb-TiautUT.  >»1  o"  the  da- 

OBua  of  Jamei  V.  WDUiimi,  (OOl 
KuoN,  BiitMV,  BapnaantatlTe  fram  Ohio,  8,  m.    AaA- 

daz^ToL  U. 
JfoMar  i^Oom.  P*fTV_SM  AifM^  Tid.  1. 
HiTOim,  JoamA,  BcpranntaU**  from  Ohio,  UI. 
Maiibihi.  J-uim,  BapreaaotattTa  ttom  Ohio,  KL 
MiTnWKi,  Jon.  Bapraaentatln  frvm  TarmsBt,  ni. 
MuvBLL,  JoBH  P.  B.,  Bgpraaantktln  frwn  Kew  Janer,  i, 

Mt    fta  Aufaa,  toL  M 
MirnuD,  JOBB,  BeproHntatlTa  from  Nav  York,  tal. 
JTovnOla  BoaA—Stt  InOtm,  toIb.  IML 
KcCuLLAKD,  Abbaiiui,  KapHaaBtBtlTB  from  TtsaaBBa, 

i,t81.    &a /»!»,  ToL  UL 
UoCi.Bu.uD,  Kaimr,  BcpraMntttlTa  from  Beir  York,  ISL 

8t  Iitim,  Tol.  II. 
VoCLniB,  CsAUBB,  SeprMOntaUTe  from  PannirlTaala,  liH. 

St*  Tadim.  ToL  IB. 

HaCnuaoaa, ,  RapnaaotitlTa  from  PtnuflHiiI*,  A 

HaDoim,  Oiown,  Benator  Innn  Booth  Canllna,  Ml ;  ob 

tha  ooiapatlon  of  OnfOB^  118.    A*  /ndaa,  Tola,  T,  8,  (, 


EX. 786 

HoKiT,  Javv,  BepnaeatatlTe  from  North  CbibUiu,  <  ISl ; 

OS  the  haaknipt  Uv,  SU.    Aa  Alia,  tsU.  11,  II,  UL 
"""""■i  Bamiikl,  Banaler  from  FouiijItbiiU,  Mil     3h 

/■4«B,  TOLIS. 

UoKnnrjui,  Tboiu*  H.  T.,  EapraaantatlTa  from  PodbitI- 

Tu:i]B,t81iDBthaUTUIlam,IU8;Uimo(loB,H*.    St* 

/B^aa,  ToU.  la,  U. 
HoKkk,  Joib,  BcprcHBtitJTa  from  Saw  Tork,  <,  9S1 ; 

la  Inlareonna  with  <Alna,  IDT.    B*t  Adaai,  toL  1& 
ICsBoBBjRB, BuisSL, Seoatot  from  lUEuoli,  MO;  oa  lud 

dlitilbatloB,  WO;  on  the  Una  of  Oan.  Jaekaoo,  Kk 
Husi,  Bkiujji  W.,  olotei  <if.~Si4  Iitdm,  Tell.  ■,18^1^ 

11. 
Ubdiu,  VmuK,  BqmaantitlTe  fnmi  Ohio,  4,  fSL 


M*mb*r*  ^  Onfff,  appoMaumti  iif.~S**  Iitdtm,  TdL  8. 
jri«or<<iJi^JHUaijB4fMteM»CI>toN«MMo«.-^SMAtfait 


181;  OB  lDt«rooBno  with  ahloa,  TM. 

KnBicx,  Wiuua  K,  Benatoc  fttim  Harjland,  I,  NO ;  to 
thadaoeautf  JohaS.  Bptao*,lM;  on  dlatBTbaoeaa  In 
tba  pIlN(«i,3(l8;  on  tba  BMomptlon  of  Btila  debti, 
Ml 

jraMii9i,atIitai^(Riafl«hCi)ti«i«M,0:nlBtlT*  to  tb* 
Honh-eutom  boondai]',  41 ;  ntitlfa  to  tliTOa  In  tho 
brig  Comet,  fto.,  AO;  on  pneeoa  from  the  ImBnm  of 
Hoaeat,  140 ;  nlitlTe  to  the  North-aiatarn  honndu7, 
148;  atlilBeailoiiof  MaiCmi(rMt,14l;  ontbooBtnfe 
•tgchkHar,  181;  oa  tba  buvlBg  (/ the  CanUBa,lM; 
OB  theBlalmaofHi7tl,H9;  on  the  oplnlona  of  tho  At- 
tomar-Oaaoia],  MB ,  at (it»  iiailiiii.  VB ;  raUtlTO  lo  • 
biakrnpt  taw,  MM;  Tetolng  the  riial  Bank  bill,  MS; 
annul  to  OoBgreii,  8» ;  TMalngthatBrlirblll,4sa;  on 
tb  Britlih  tni^,  BM) ;  at  Bd  aMdon  of  *Tth  Concrem, 
m;  OB  tba  itala  of  the  flnuoea,  IU ;  relatlTe  to  tba 
light  oraaareh,  T1& 

JlMoo.— In  the  fleaata,  a  TtwdBtlon  ealUns  for  InltiimaUoB 
mpeetlna  Ibo  noont  eonvvoBdanee  retitlTa  to  Tana, 
4B4;  IMIar  of  tho  Baarttarr  of  Btato  of  llmoo,  4D4;  ra- 
lnat,4BlilheooiTeqioDitaaeat4».  A* Aila^ Tid*. U 
18. 

JRaA^OB,  adrnKrisK  tf.—gi  Ada,  tdIb  11, 18. 

Tole  for  PMUiBt  In  1840^  ua 

t,  Amnx,  pnaanti  poitnlt  of  Oolnmbu,  4M. 

laitaa*  ^M*atb*rt.—8**  Indmt,  toL  1L 

-Am  bidmi,  nta.  *,  0, 

ToLT. 

ilflUHa  aw*-Jliir«iiJ^-8H  A4m^  Tola,  0, 10. 

MiUJu,jAa»W.,  Banaler  fnim  NewJentj,  M>;  on  tha 
deoeMt  efSamBal  I.  Bonthard,  444 ;  <n  IhanHafaf 
lira.  HanlaoB,  801 

KiLUB,  Jon,  Sa^MoataUT*  from  lUaonil,  4,  Ml.  rSM 
A(t«i^ToLll. 

JOiUKir  to  AvbMdL-JW  AilBi.  ToL  IL 

Mmt.—B-  hum,  Tok  1, 1,  m  IS,  IK 

lOnuLda't  XBptdmaii.—St  IiUUb,  toL  i. 

Ml-l-lppt  Btetlo<t.Si*  liUm,  toL  U.  BlaU^-St*  Ja- 
ifM^ToLB.  Ax  nrrMory;— AMA<f«i^ToL4vIbpr4- 
toHw. 

MMUtlppi  ai**r,/r—  mamloaUim  i^—Su  Ind*t^  ToL  L 

Mififtppl,  Tote  for  PiHldeBt  1b  1840,  IMl 

tliitw*.—B**  btdft,  TOK.  4,  B.  4^  I- 

JRaiDwt  Lamd  Oaimt^St  Jndaa,  toL  10. 

JtlMnr4,  ToU  for  Preddeat  In  IBM,  KO. 

F.,  BtpnHDtillTt  ftom  Saw  Tiifc,  4. 
Ao/Mfa^ToLUL 
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HomAOom,  JaipN  bb  i^  BafmutiUTo  bam  Saw  Tork, 


UiM,!.    A> /mtfl,  ToL  18. 


HauAK,  0>iBKiTsi>,  XtpHMBUUn  ban  Saw  Yaik,  t, 
«. 

Hamac,  Tiuiu,  O*  MM  ^-«M  JiKl4  TOL  Ul 
JKiiniHHU.— In  tha  Buit^  pmaHdlap  nUUTa  to,  In  U 
(Qoil,  ardaad  to  ba  piUtad,  lOa. 
■iOaltasTiBi 


JLpptoL—Iit  On  H«iiaa,  matlOB  ta  MiUa  oat  In  Gou- 
nltUaiMtlaoid«,  WIj  vp«iJ,nT;  (Ui  ■  swUob 
dMt»rUw'bUl,sn;dabato  n  tlM  appaal,  US  i  da 


JTaHtnat  rrinHmg  ftfla*— In  tha  RvmlA, «  «>mTiiltta«  ^i- 
,  potntad  to  ODiridar  tka  pi^rlatj'  of  atablkUBc  m  u- 

JTofanilbaMaB  ZoMa,— «a<A<f«^T<^  1,  (,<  10, 11. 


■falka  ant  and  toaart 

>dta  ttia  UU,*M: 
lb*WT7bM]MrinBiadaT«r7dB^  that  kaa  baan  »- 
(olndofUitM;  our  flag  h»»  not  b*«a  Ininltod  fat 
of  anOdaiit  nuriliaia  AiTea,lHi  It  la  aid  dot 
maici  waa  not  ptotoetod  In  %bt  CUea  aaaa,  IM;  our 
Bnjhii  btan  conpand  wltb  tbit  at  Orwit  Britain, 
tST;  tha  piaaant  atita  of  ant  fgnign  ralaOasa  li  uiad 


MUbkaTa«IUAII,4n:<>B0  mora  no- 
«M^  ITS ;  daimaiBU  Ilka  WMt  Point,  4n  J  how  MB 
jDug  man  ba  qnalUUd  to  ba  abU  oOlean  I  in ;  It  la 
ntd  tha  UMiinra  «]U  ooit  bn  t  UtUa,  «T  nra  mowr>  4n ; 
war  In  which  all  insh  aehanw  cnlgliiBl^  4T> ;  *  Uto  " 
afedakan  ont,  4S0;  loiUlDa  ftiad  at  or  naar  forttMa 
l[Dncaa,4M;  bUl  iHBad,4ai). 
JTvaalAatooJ:— A«Jnfaa,ToLB,udA^ToL  9tSav>l 


If&iLoi,  Cbuu*,  Bapnaaatatlva  from  FamirlTaiila,  (, 
AaAiIa^TaLU. 

t<A.% 


and  autd^t  IhilkuUaf  )iMI«,ll: 
dntr  of  tha  Houa  to  dadda  If  thar  tn  BMbmiiiK 
tl ;  toithar  TsolDlk^  n  i  k  Ihk  a  (rttSapd  «M 
oi  net  t » ;  not  a  prlTOafal  idMm,  tli  IbM  IBB 
wUllsg  to  nbsdt  to  a  daririK  itf  tha  Hm^BI  w- 


nad,  n ;  lopoft  ef  Iho  ConusUtaa  «a  1 
aBtadiflS. 
JTaw  Atmh  TOU  br  FnHdant  In  lg<^  WL 

Tola.  8, 11 
iTaw  Orlawu,  4V<M<*  9^— Aa /irfi^  nL  & 
S0ibJoA.-t»     -     -        - 


Jtrpn-^Blanwraa.— JlH/flfaraTuraa 

ITiniiii.  lima,  nmnliii  fliaii  Mliili[|w  1.  nlWant 

tkinrfBUt«dabta,n    &a  Adia,  Tali.  A  It 
ffora  CHnMMi,  nt*  lir  Pnaldant  In  IM  M 

-In  tha  Baial^aiwbrtta^ 

tha  conntiT  laladra  to  the  adloo  rf  thi  pnriM*; 

M  (tail  takan  ts  nptf  in  Ian 

repsl,  SB ;  a  pnitaat  igalnat  tha  ml 

pTDdanH  and  flnnnas  of  tha  Pri^ia*  ••  Ot  t* 

darTaa»act,t»:  iiK>Mb«niearfiianllH|^^ 

Tha  raaolattm  one  of  rimpla  tntalij.N^mKt* 
rioa  toUtlTatsthe  nwnmanl*  rf  Iba  <aaM>k 
anrrar,  W;  >Tlolatl«n  «<tb«  wianw—— adW 
tT  <U  madlitlon  at  Oan.  Bcott,  «tL 

What  li  tha  ehaiaatoT  of  Oda  naddkal «;  M» 
■llghUat  Impntatlon  on  tha  PnMcM  la  OaMM* 
4D;  aantUnentofthaooBjtryiMaliaiailafc'*^*' 
rt(ht  of  Iblne,  «;  Uma  ftw  tha  «rt»rHBI»H 


InaaivaTtoaiaTaaa]BtloB,tt 

D  tha  Hona%  naololtaa  raWM  la,  i**^*!; 

alltBta,Uei  tmbcMMMiaBimv**!'"'^ 
OaftMB,  KB;  on  oaaOUIaa  woBa  aa>  «  «•  W^ 
^ant  a  dollar  on  ftrHfleaUow,  Ml  bM  tt<  "** 


OornnnMBt  of  lUia,  U»;  Aa|MI^ 

ibmtttaaoolbor  ndnwa^U*-"*^ 

brI«.lint«<inWi"»«i; 

!t  U»ld.irotfd>ai^«*»T 

If  HaiM  arir«»rt»<  itJi^ 

lo  i4l6h  Iha  imW  >^'' 


la  tha  BanaU,  ■  nport  a(  tU  O 
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Ii  U7  pvtrlB  tUi  (oratijlbr  mr 


Itamt—  nItfiT*  to,  lO. 
JIbrntaltnt  SiHmdarf.-A4  Atdtm,  yok.  l^li;it^U; 
tin  Aut«a,  Trf.  U,  IVMly  wM  Ah*  JMOM. 

JTarO-wut  Cbut-At  JM<«  Tsli.  I,  8l 
JTumjiBaMeit,    8m  htSm,  toL  » 


Oailttj-Sti  IndtB,  tdL  1. 

OMnvr'^  CiatoKHd  Zoadft— At/ntfnV  ToL  & 

CJtfk*,  a  teriain,  (n^ulry  rMp«cttiv.— jiM  /ntfrn^  toL  B. 

O/lairt,  rmt^val  nf.'St*  Jndaa,  toL  1, 

f^lmv  pluraUty  of.—See  Indts,  vol  8. 

Qffiom  iifl/u  Ou*Umi.—Sn  ladta,  toL  T. 

Osi4  CuAUi,  B«pr«smUtJT«  bom  Ftonijlnnk,  (;  d»- 

o«M«of,  890.    SM/m^mTom. 
OUd  Canal,  land  ffroni  (o.— *«  /adm,  voL  IL 
OUc  XorOur*  Sotautaryj—Ste  Indat,  toL  19. 
0Ma  JMht,  <inpnn*MRl  qf,—Stt  IndtB,  toL  II. 
OUo  5tiK«  amrmaiaiit.~8»»JtuUiB,  voL  2. 
OU(^  TOta  foi  Fnaidut  la  IS4IX  lU. 
Oxma,  WoLUJI  IL,  Be^waaUtln  from  Haw  Toik,  SSI. 
On*  Hour  BaU.~la  Uia  Bcuta,  debate  on,  SID,  SIS. 

Ib  tha  Honn,  a  moUra  to  nudnd  Uia  osa  hoar  nda, 
611;  no  partr  bene&tid  b7lti  adopUoa,  HI;  tola  ra- 
•cind*d,Cl& 

q^  1T3T.-At  ynta^  toIl  S,  t,  lod  /mlsc,  toL 


OraroB  nrrftopy..— In  tba  Beaata,  naolatleu  nUtlTt  to 
tlu  UUa  to,  olTarad,  IB ;  k»ra  to  latiodaca  a  jolat  nw>- 
iDtloD  to  astboilia  msaiorei  for  Uia  ocsDpatloa  and 
Mttlamaat  at  tha  tarrltorj,  ac8;  rrOHOt  (ctlan  of  tha 
BiidaoD'a  B*r  Compaiif,  £08;  fuUur  Kmarki,  SOS; 
1(*T>  itautad,  sot  1  bill  tor  Uw  occi^atliiu  tni  uttla- 
mant  a(  leportad,  Stt. 

Banlatlon  gaUlBg  tat  In&rmatlan  ratatlre  to  as;  In- 
bimil  wimniBakatlaiia  nqxeUni  th<  olslm  to,  SSS ; 
TCHaatn  tha  taaolatloD,  tSS;  raaoliiUaB  adapted,  tSi; 
bill  ordared  to  a  tfaltd  raadlof,  «& 

Qiuatkiii(atk*pMncaortli«bIll,aSS;iui  InUDtlca 
tlwtUapniTlilaMar  tba  bill  ibonld  eonfllst  vltb  tlw 
prorWOBI  at  tnaHa^  W;  atalomaiit  of  tha  lhr« 
fiDBBda  npon  irliich  thla  aaTUDDUDt  tnituliu  Iti  tiUa, 
eW;  thspnmlaaoraciaatat  land  to  MtUan  sot  la 
ecDfllBtwtththatiuV,  UD;  wa  har*  •  right  to  axtaad 
JatbdlaUoB  oTai  oar  dUiSDa  reddlsg  Is  ths  lanltoir, 
MO;  iet)sBor£s|lasd,l«>;  to graot  Uad Is toaisnlH 
OTSanUp  Inoaaalrtaat  vith  tieatlaa,  MO ;  Oum  mtj  b* 
jnstiuloconpatiaiasdJaiiBdlctloii,  UOt 
Tlawa  takan  of  tha  bta^i^atlTe  to  OcagDs,«T; 
Vou  XIV.— 47 


ndair,«Ti  (ha  Maet 
ot«aaM,UB;thapi 
idafou  tantu^w 
tha BsAr HoonMna, MS;  aUatfOa  UritadBtaXi, 
MB;  TiawaatMr.  G«IlatlB,MS;  tnair  rf  cMrin  with 
Bpals.  M ;  TCOtouMataUoa  arUi,  JaOmv,  •» ;  mt 
domnswpiqiaaalodBtMA;  vhataiathaelfaatluia 
"-"■-f'-q-  -f  fill  nil.  nitniiiBiMliiii  rfUii  «aD> 
ti7l>Wrlo>P<MaBttatUaOoTCmBiaat,«Hj  tlawa  «r 
Ut.  Uonraa.  tOOL 

Eiplaiiatl>m  of  Iba  tnatlaa  oTlBsa  and  1K»  tha  prop. 
Dritlan  of  lb.  MoEaida,  «n ;  aatloB  g(  (ha  ^^bh 
nlattro  to  tha  Una  <tf «  AapaaaoT  IiUtBdo,  US ;  fORha 
dattfia,  «S;  diHI^  of  tha  BtUlib  pnta^oM,  HI;  tho 
claimctfthaBtlilahiadltol«aadlBUIB,aB;  thalri]^ 
to  tha  ColninbU  now  nata  iHi  tha  Soitham  Boimd  Cod* 
TCiitton,<H;  etatamrat ot thli  tnalr,  Oi ;  tba  BrWik 
dlplosiacr. «» ;  Ibaj  hiTo  tha  pownloD,  whfla  it  be- 
l<agiU>B,«SB;  tha  otfaaUoaa  to  thli  blU  fn*  oat  of 


Tha  aDl7  o^eotlaa  ralataa  to  tha  pioTlilaa  nwiin 
pasta  to  aattlan,  Ml;  jotat  oonpatton  Um  onlr  OM 
that flastakaplaaatn good Ulh,  SO;  tha  tanltoiT Is- 
eontoailblT'  onra,  SM;  irhf  ibDnld  wa  hwltata  to  axer- 
daa  ovMtaUptMl;  whatare  oai  rlfbur  MS;  Dot  % 
vordls  tha  traatroruiaabont  Joint  ooeapallaa,SaBi 
altl«alaiamluUoaorthatrHt7of  1S18;H8;  It  laai- 
padlaattogoiumu&rMthBblll  prapaaai  to|o,aat; 
iti  ptOTliloBi  do  not  eoma  la  oanOM  with  thataiDMof 
tha  aonraatloo,  Ml;  how  £»  did  thotarmior  thaoon- 
TantloD  pamU  dtinaa  of  lUi  oonrtrr  to  Moapy  tha 
tarrltaiyf  CM;  the  prsrlilona  oftha  bU  Tiawad  la  tba 
U^  af  a  praampUoB,  HI 

FcaqMDt  Bttompt*  mada  to  >d}Q(t  o«t  rlilaw,  UB; 
hai  tha  tboa  anlnd  whan  It  wdl  ba  «l«a  and  laadwl 
touMTtonranliirfTs  rlgUto  tbo  tORltart MB]  aok 
KB;  Iha  anBli  which  hare  ooeonod  In  Ari^  MB ;  mv 
meaniofsanccDtntlagaa  onHdncfona  If  Moanatf, 
I»;  ImpMOmasta  br  lasd,  MB;  wonM  Gist  Britain 
radst  our  daiin  f  SH ;  bnt  ahall  wa  abandon  an  data 
to  tha  tatTltoryT  WT;  hew  ahafl  waptaaw  leoordMint 
UT;  b7tbaBcHonaftlma,MT;  trtbatlBohadBTlTad 
to  UHTt  oni  alalm.  It  wonld  But  bo  aipcdtoat  In  tba 
prcatnt  waak  aoadltlag  U  our  OontiUDant,  US;  aUta 

MB;  Dcrpreaast  daBgar  Hta  tB  Iba  lsaBaaa,Ht;  tho 
aodalnirtkh  thabniprapoaMto  Maot  oar  data  lo- 
dlapaaaahla,  «n;  roanlt  of  tha  paaaga  of  thlahlU,  B«; 
anOiofftjr  of  preeadlBg  adailBMmtMni,  SIB;  frtandahip 
to  tlri  Vvt  In  fimner  jaam,  tTL 

Doaa  thla  bm  \aXBiaa  with  tho  aUpulaUoBi  of  tha 
oosTantloB  oflBlSTBIl;  what  w«  tba  pitodpal  otfaal 
of  the  tnalf  T  trl;  Itli  lald  tha  bin  pnpeaia  to  da 
BotUng  more  than  Oreat  BrtlaiB  haa  abaady  doaw,  (Tl; 
tva  partita  Islanitod  to  flila  qBaatlaB,<n;  b^whoni 
are  tha  eOBtUcting  elalnu  to  ba  aattlad  T  tTl ;  tha  un- 
TentlDn  of  1SI%  ns ;  what  I*  the  amaifaB^  that  do- 
maoditba  paMga  of  thli  blU!  r«;  what  win  ba  tha 
salorel  InleipntatloB  that  En^aad  wID  pstOB  ooroitl 
STB;  eoDia  domeitls  -riawa  of  tha  ivl^aet  rttoh  haro 
bees  ererio^ad,  BTB ;  Ibr  wheea  beaadt  ere  wa  boood 
to  pan  thla  maeearet  (TB;  ihaU  we  briro  a  aaat  nl 
TaruiDa  In  ttia  Beit  twantf  Toan  r  BK ;  tho  fnr  tiala 
In  rapid  oooraa  of  daterlontlon,  ITB;  dktast  eotedaa 
Ikr  nura  OTpenalTa  than  proBlalda,  ITS ;  tha  weje  and 
maana  orailookad,  6TT ;  oondllloB  ol  thla  GoTaniDtBl, 
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tUiinoUMBt,«i;  boiri 

IIBoc,  If  w*  aitr  one  bf  tUs  Ull  htr  om 

«N;  tU*  bUl  OMinot  cniU  ur  dUBsaltr  wlUi  Onat 

Bi1Md,IU 

n«  UU  dam  wWi  ipMM  an*  aot  to  U  «ao«U- 
v«duliibMltcm<iI 


HUttaltiuKST;  tba 
•88;  Um  tnw  boondur  Vw  totwtl^  br  tlit  tmtj  if 


inltna  CaanMUail,  8 


>,  Bsra,  KcprwtBlitlT*  from  K*r  Yock,  1 


if«.  <iiHmi*<iiM  Ift— rSw  Jiitfw^  tpL  IOl 


Pun 


>tln  bom  H*w  YeA,  KL 

II 

sb.  E,  a,  10, 11. 

AtfM^ToLB. 
ftoD  JJibuw,  181 ;  on  ttu 


bukniptl*ir,Ml,*ll. 
PATam,  lBiD>L,  SafHMBtellTCAoa  PraBqrlvuU,  4^ 
Piuom,  Juoi  A.,  BwnwoliIlT*  ftm  IbiTlud,  WL 
pKi^Jidnlt««wq<-«H  Aif^Tol*.  U^ll. 
Fbok,  Lvrrn  O,  KipnnBlrtn  IMm  fin)  T«^  B. 
Ami  OnI*  te  U*  iHAM  (|<  CWvnUik-Ao /tula,  ToL 

U. 
AwH  Oiilt  i^eu  tMIti  aaut,-ett  HidtB,  laL  B. 
'  PwMJroii,  H.  Q,  BtMttttiUw  from  Ohio,  181;  on  tho 

buknipt  ■■*,  888. 
AmtMMtoPV  to  a«  i>WrM  qr  CblwiMa.--&*  AdMV  Tol. 

8l 
fsnmoNv,  WiLUiM,  laltwMUiaSpaaksroftii*  HoUh^ 


AHUvl«a4^  Tola  fiv  PimUmiI  im  IBM,  ISa 
Pnulan  Zaiat.— Id  tha  Stnita,  an  aat  br  tha  rsllaf  of  Ba- 
nh  Bcalf  eonildered,  ttB ;  manr  almilai  blUi  paaatd 
thb  anilun.  458;  li  Oia  prloslpla  of  tUa  bUl  a  aettUM] 
qtuation  I  418 ;  daagar  of  opeDldf  a  aoir  door  M  clalmi 
m  tha  paulaD  Hat,  its ;  pi«^ou  U-m,  US ;  ■Dormooa 
•ma  gnwB  mt  of  amaU  baclulaca,  158;  bUl 


mAO^SkvMI 


la.  10, 11 


M^fitdW^ToLl 


■.kbllln 
in;UiabIll,in;  d> 
BsTr.nS;  •xplaBaUsBotthaaetanlatlBf  ta  OalO, 
lit;  thalavofieST,  in;«oaldtbaGonrMmntaa* 
maka  good  ■  daOdeDi?  In  (ha  pauloa  fond  of  l«8t 
IK ;  pnaaedl^a  tf  tha  BaanttiT  nUtlra  to  tUi  ft4 
ITi;  tb«  Inraatmant  of  moncj  In  Stats  atoeka  br  tki 
QoTeminantvia  In  Itnt  airnilni  tha  Htali  i1ilrt»,  ITI: 
MU|>a«ad,m. 


m;  how  WH  tha  act  of  IBSTpaHwlt  m;  fHt^IH; 
Tlav  itf  tha  vhola  gnand  of  aaatrorei^r,  ITl,  181 
Pawtmto  WoamUiKyietmfa*  War  if  l^ltr-^i if 

JVry,  CbaHudOra.'-dM  Ada^  nL  10. 
AMUfli,  Oar^Al  «•.-«*•  Adac,  toL  lit 
PMMnu,  raeapUM  «:-iSn  AAi^  ToL  ^  and  Adai^  Mh, 
1^18,  »!•«». 

5m  iwlMi,  nL  ll.~ 


jaUon  <rf  Florida, SI;  ana 
Hauak  Ld^ton,  1«,  1(8 !  «a  npaal  of  tte 
ta^,SllL    A«  i«dM^  Toh.  1%  t& 
plro^tolka 


7,8, 


:SHAdw,Tall8. 
Pooai^  J.  IL,  lattar  on  tha  BE 

Unorlda,n 
PMAHMM—St  Iitdtm, ToL  11 
Fou^  J*U(  Kn  TOtia  for  ai  yioa  Praddant,  BO;    B-t^ 

itaiToL  8.8.10,11 
Awr  f^  ffMr0a(M4M,  tamid^br.— .Sm  A(f«^  *oL  II. 
Pon;  Jois,  EapraaantatlTB  f        ~  ~ 

olabn  of  Uatlhaw  L^o'i 

lav,  SIS.    SaaJiMfmnLlB. 
Oaiml  and  It 


J'ortagal,  omhutm  wOk— At  AdM,  nL  T. 
Petlag*  41' Awipqpan,— ,$•<  iiadai^  toL  8l 
i^tAlMndiKalm  ^.— iSM  .Aid^  nL  U. 
PaWndMr-ffCHPOj;  aoJorti  ^— A*  JnOm,  nit.  S,  1. 
-      q#lo).-At  .hdao,  VOL  I. 


-.AaAtfai^i^n. 


i^^  Ijfba  i)apartaaai 

iMit  q/lM  Palranaat^St*  »dta,  toLO. 

A<«m<M  JHaar  S^^dv*^-S^*  Ad^  vol  a. 

Pownu,  CimaaT,  Bi^iTaaantatln  from  Tbslala,  SL 

Pamr  VOa  iVaaldaia  to  orlfffaote  JHailcMtL_£M  Jkta 

nL  11,  7W«la4  JflatloM. 

AxMrtq^Ua  OoaanHMn^— £m  JMm^  nL  IS, 

iV«-«iiapfl««  £a<f^  a  ptmuuttmt  proafiaiMM.— !■  iha  !» 

>  of  as  iDtaDUsD  to  Hk  tun  to  bdaf  a  • 

I  ta,lM:  tha  bill  ti>tndined,lB;  tew 

~      -      ~         a  sT  the  pn-a^aka 

lam  alwaja  looktd  to  a  parmantnt  ^atoa,  US:  ttefc- 

the  bill,  l£di  poitpaBfdaBdeTd«dpTtBliid,lK. 

BlatameBt  of  tha  prindplia  and  1  aailaiiali  •(>> 
bOl,  184;  not  a  saw  Mnrcit  to  tUa  pomr,  IM;  ai> 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


or  itniiftti  of  ■  eaoDlTT'.  W ;  no  MBrfSo*  of  pBonolu} 
Inlaivtt  br  tha  GoTnnmnt  in  tha  pUn  prapoaed  I7 
aiibUl,  IBS;  ■tengsprleea  per  rWi  1%;  tenUt 
der  ths  pra-ampUoii  poUe^,  lU  i  (mtar  tipaiiw 
«Di»d  bf  iDeUoD  hIm,  OiB  nnder  pn-amptton,  ] 
BHOar  aboat  Iha  lut  erauldanUDD  that  aluiiild  lulIiuBaa 
oai  polIii7tB  rsUOon  to  tha  pabUe  domain,  IM;  Uu 
bin  Bwralf  a  maanm  to  cbuge  tba  moda  oTialaa  from 
snetloBi  ta  print*  anttT,  184;  Itlifrealhim 
ttoni  BTgad  agalut  praTtoD*  UU*,  IBT ;  Imptitlal  and 
lIb*nl,lST. 

yUwtut  the  Pn*ld«al,I8B;  eitnciti from 
IBS;  til8h.pnl**  asaotdad  to  Um,  IM;  aipntcBoa  of 
tUi^-tworauitin;  ^••ttaai  laWtn  to  prarlilaiii 
ofUwUDilW;  mottcmtoeulndapancniiOfooloi,   " 

HbdoB  to  (zBlnd*  aUaii*  from  tha  iMiwflt*  of  U»  btS, 
IWi  tU*  point  Mlamnlj'  dadiled  thraa  faan  iga,  1(1 ; 
flw  uiUbnm  pMtl«*  of  aalliif  tba  pnbua  land  to  Ibr- 
•Ignan,  Intadhcat  with  no  right  of  aor  Btala,  Ifl ;  allaaa 
■hoold  not  b*  larltal  from  aTary  qoaitar  of  tba  glalw 
to  tako  pa***Mbni  of  tt*  pnbUs  diRBala  OB  tha : 
tannt  of  tbi*  UU,  Ul ;  a  laao  owtiic  allaglanoa  to  *  Ibr- 
il(n  pomt  on(ht  not  to  axardaa  th*  it^t  of  flanoblaa 
In  tbl*  oonntir,  Ul ;  what  *■■  tUa  pilTUoiio  of  pro- 
•mpllan,aftaralirui;  vhr  makaanodloiiadUIIni  ' 
■(abut  KnelgDan  In  tU*  partlmlir  eua  r  its. 

K«  Hw  raaiOB  Aw  brinslnt  tbl*  msUsu  fcrwatd 


hla  IntantlDn,  and  aislDdlng*]!  panont  poawialiig  n 
than  flTa  bnndiad  dollan,  IDS ;  If  CoDfTea  pnpoaa 
Taaofsli*  iny  dlatliMtlaa  botwoea  ttmigaem  ud 
Una,  th*  amtadnant  wai  piopar  and  raaaODable,  1 
otbenrlia  forelgnan  might  fbrta  edonla*  In  tha  m 
of  onr  DDBBttj,  IH ;  tbli  ibonld  lut  be  a  lav  to  in 
ilcb  men  rlcberf  biit  to  frutiigh  a  homo  to  tb*  Im 
triooimanilHi  Dorement  taUig  plioa  at  tho  Wut  la 
■ntldpatlon  of  tbl*  bm,  IH. 

The  flmlgner  who  lattla  on  ireataTB  land  pnsuila 
th*  dCAnat  proof  of  an  Intention  to  beooma  *  oltiaanq 
IIT ;  tha  oppodtloil  BunlfMled  to  foralgnan  not  nnda 
■taod,]9T;  onrlntereat  to  permit  them  to  eatabllab 
Hue  otdaflnmon  tha  Veitom  border,  1>T;  aild  lo  t 
degrading  to  Americana  to  r«»Tt  to  inch  a  daftnee,  IV 

BafanlDC  the  llberalltr  at  tba  unuCttotlan  t?  oSK 
Ibi  pn-eB^tlon  tofbrelgBera,  that  Ibej  might  form 
debnce  fbr  n*  agalnit  Indian*,  ItS;  If  utoal  aattla^ 
DMiit  la  tha  beat  arldanee  of  latontlon  to  baeanu  •  eltl- 
MD,  wa  had  b«lt«r  rapaal  on  nataiaUaatlon  lawa,  IW; 
what,  after  all,  ii  Ihl*  gnat  prirllflga  of  pra-emptlon  r 
in ;  th*  qoeatlon  to  be  deddad  la  wbelhei  wa  wDi  pot 
the  Girelgnei  who  make*  no  dedarattaD  of  intontton  to 
baenne  a  dtlian,  upon  th*  (una  Ibotlng  with  onr  own 
ottliuu,  SOD;  farther  ramaika,  SKL 


t*nt  to  become  a  dtlxen,  tOO;  amendment  modlCUd, 
MI;  what  it  the  priTlIrce  i)rop«aed  to  be  oonferred  bj 
tbltUniKIl;  I*  there  asfreaaonftir  ebangtogill  oni 
IdflaUtlan  In  refcranea  to  the  poblle  laada  t  Ml ;  If  thi 
tbralgnar  doea  not  cbooaa  to  beooma  ■  dtlieii,  what  it 
tba  conaeqneneaT  Ml;  tba  landi  eeehait,  SOI;  when 
•otd,  the  Und  li  labjaet  to  Ettto  lniitltnllont,«)l;  pid- 
107  0'  tba  Oarerament  to  ItiDinlata  tbeae  people  bj 
ntrj  Undable  Indocement,  to  change  tbdr  allegiance, 
SOI;  cTplaaitlOD,  lot;  amendment r^eeted.  UM. 

Further  amendment  moTad,  Wl;  <h>  UU  cui  baTe 
BO  unbTonble  flnaadal  eStet,  XM ;  what  it  prvpoaea, 
tot;  whri  1*  the  great  poUej  of  thl*  meanirat  KIB;  It 


itoTtb* 
people  win  b*  onward,  Mt;  a 
the  qneatlon  (tf  Ike  pnbUo  land^  Bait  to  that  of  th*  cor- 
'  ' "  It  of  an  that  de> 
a  of  th*  eanatir.  10* ;  WMiidDMnt  to 
etda  th*  landa  to  th*  BIMa*  In  vhleh  Ih^  Ha,  tM;  tha 
"        "        "  "  ot  It*  iddaet. 


<t  HO;  < 


tlO;  what 


laaeh  tha  erO,  Sm 

BoqneatlBnaftamaeh  Intaraat  to  aama  c^  th*  Htita* 
*i  tU^nl;  what  th*  bUl  pnpiam,  llt:s»  itf  th* 
HBion*  of  oppadtloa  1*  to  pivraBt  Iha  HBlgntlon  to  aod 
Improrement  of  tha  now  Btataa,  911 ;  oppaaad  hj  th* 
oUBtal**lMe*Bt*  therare  Jaalanaof  the  new,  113;  It 
It  laid  pr»«BpUon*n  are  an  anwgrthjr  eliM,  111 ;  tb*** 
aettlen  eoDitltBto  Iha  b«*t  p*rt  of  the  pi^iDUlan  of  th* 
new  Btitea,  lU;  a  deaolptlaB  af  th*m  to  Hall'i  l£a^ 
llDe,ni;  It  la  mid  th*  bUlaUowi  mora  than  one  pn- 
amptton,  <U ;  It  It  rapr*i«ated  a*  a  mtItbI  of  the  credit 
^■tem,  lU;  It  la  ol^ectad  that  aetUen  w  tha  nuni< 
TCfed  laoda  are  plaoed  on  an  equal  fooUng  with  tbg*o 
onlh**VTer*dlaiida,IU;  tba  dlatrlbntlon  UU  oflfered 
1  bUl,  SU;  It  •mtnae* 
aa,SU;ltla  ob- 
J*ot*d  that  't'^T  hnl  I  ha  fig  ja  onr  admirable  land  Afitaa^ 
Ut;  pnbUe  eaottaesl  la  tb*  new  Stall*  ratolra*  ■ 
AangelsthadktioalllaBafthapabUalaBda,  lis. 


Ibralflnet*,  US;  •tdeetlOBatopf»«Dptloo,lIT;  ItlanM 
tha  prtndpl*  of  granting  pro^octlT*  p>*-«iiipllon  f*  a 
departiua  ftom  preTtona  lawa,  US;  an  aamlnatlwi  of 
tha  camion  bin,  US;  dlTarri^  of  Iha  eondltloa  of  th* 
nine  now  Stalaa,  US. 

TbabUI  and  « 
and  eoBcloi 
main,  tit;  ■ 

tba  ^ect  cf  the  Oorammant,  HI ;  gronndtof  oljaclhm 
to  tha  pra^mptlan  poUej,  KO;  ItlnJaraaaaraicliBtiHt, 
no ;  It  1*  oaOad  ■  bonn^,  m ;  It  prodooM  an  nnnato- 
nl  drain  on  tb*  popolatlon  of  tha  M  St*tM,nil;*n- 
gandaraa  ^Irit  of  InmbardlnalloD,  Ul;  aigamaatt  In 


tloM  to  report  •  bin  for  tha  dittrflmtton  1 
SSS)  the  hot  ditpcallloa  of  tha  pnbUe  domain  it  to  tell 
to  aetnal  aettlen  at  a  lUr  prise,  SM;  male  andttmal* 
OTcr  twentf-on*  ytan  cf  ag*  •honU  b*  illowad  thli 
right,  « 

Wa  are  charged  with  totlBg  for  a  propoalUoci  that 
would  glTo  awaj  ISO  million  acre*  bclonglJig  to  Ohto 
for  eight  hnndred  Ihonaaad.  SM;  aiplanaCioa,  SSI; 
ehtagetbir  the  iqipodtlaD,  t>I;  power  of  CongraaaoTBt 
tha  pnblla  land^  ISB;  thli  bLU  propeaea  to  mak*  p*r- 
maoeat  In  tba  plMt  of  tompatarf  law^US;  agltl  of 
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tb*  lud  vrald  Mldrai  pv  tha  ant  MttUc,  nti  hithu 


noTsd,  1» ;  vli*t  It  pnpoMd  hf  It, 
MO;  irlutE>oNiipT«bsDd*dlnth«pnpciltt«ntMl;lw« 
OTrisdoallUl;  •dnntagM nppsHd  tn nult  loth* 
'BnrBMt«,MlittliHk^lfw>vUl  bnaknpuiidd 
ma  wttl-trltA  tjittat  Ml;  thatjraUmofpn-tmptliHu 
tamrawued  In  IBIS,  Ml ;  niuika  of  lb.  WeMar  In 
1SS8,  MS  r  It  tl  pnpoasd  ts  put  pn-unptlDBt  axulo- 
^n\j  to  poHiu  Tortk  !«■  thu  lUMO^  Ul;  terttitr 
dilsia,  Ht;  TOtn  on  th«  ■marimmli  mond,  Ml, 
M 

B,  ndi,  T,  U,  IL 
L,  BepTMsnlntlT*  from  S*w  ToA,  & 
a,  EuiuiL,  BmiUot  from  Tannont,  I;  ML    A*  A- 
,Tdi  11,14 


11,  Ul 

Pbbtiw,  WiLUtB  On  Banstor  from  Bontb  Ouollnn,  <  ISO ; 
"  anthaBinad«oiiialI«aomoiMa,M;DnblDiidlMaiidi 
■giiut  ttaa  Indiana,  SO ;  an  tba  npaal  ot  the  •ab-Tna*- 
ni7,  SM  i  TaUUTo  to  tlia  ivpaal  of  tba  tai-Tnmaj, 
S8T;  ondUtarbuM  In  tha  gaQailM,  R51 ;  on  tba  caie 
ortlMOt«ole,S>7.    A«  TiHlH,  TotL  II,  It. 

iVnfMtt  «iiM«iHi.~-)SM  IndtB,  Tob.  1, 1,  EL 

A^iMiip  oM  JaanuUt.—A4  Indti^  tdL  II. 

Pr<iiltnp,j»M«.— Aa  Iiul^  tkL  IS. 

Prttatitr  Patuien  jnmA— In  tba  Hooia,  a  raioltilton  tala- 
tha  to,  nbiulttad,  MT. 

fTttalHr4,-at*  InOm,  rota.  <,  5. 

Frtealt  iMttt  in  AivfOK— 5m  Imtam,  tbL  E. 

PHiOtstttfamaU  Qffbnrt.~-Sn  Indaa,  vaL  T. 

P>orTn,0>aui  H^  BapnaestitlTa  from  IndUita,  1 181 1 
on  tha  prOTlaiDnil  tariff;  tSB ;  on  tlia  prorttiOMl  tullf 
••ta,M>. 

PrvpagaUng  iSt  Ge*ptl  anang  On  ir»atht%.—B4a  Indttj, 
»0L  T. 

iVcHjwrtfy  if  Oa  CalHiirf.^'Se*  Indtti,  toL  11. 

JVi]<a>MM  iMlML-^SM /lulaa,  TOL  I,  and /iKt«v  volL  Bi  <; 

Prttal  of  Eta  iVatldafit— In  tha  Bonia,  a  mawi^  from 
tb*  Praddaot   laoeiTad,  SH  ;  naolotlaaa  rdntlTo  to, 


TaLll. 


IfcHT. 


AitKs  DaM-AH  A^a^  voL  & 
iSiWo  i>Vt>«l(«rK-~Aa  Adtii,  ToL  f . 

n^HnMitg  ^.—Bm  Jndim,  toL  ID: 
ihiUla  J^wuHlurat.— Aa  Adam,  nla.  II,  11. 
AiNlo  £<HHf  i>Wri»K(l<M.— In  tha  Sanata,  tha  hUl  from 
the  Hama  nportod,  tOl ;  amandminti  pnqxiaad,  KM. 

Amandtnant  movad,  ffiO ;  tha  bLU  to  laka  affKt  irhan 
thaDOimti7liontDtdabt,n9-,  IflUa  UU  [•  paaaad,n 
vDI  ba  nnniiwaTT  to  nlaa  the  nta  of  datloi,  SIS;  bu- 
doD  Wli  OB  Bonlban  BtatM^SM;  iTOBld  tba  North  now 
*at  aalda  tha  aompmnliaT  SK 

The  bUl  of  tha  Booaa  nlQ  )ield  KilDdent  nTanna 
urtUumt  Tlotatlng  tha  oompromlM,  Stl;  tt  ma  tho  nn- 
dantandlUE  tha  nTenoaa  ware  to  ba  darirad  ftvm  dn- 
UaiiBie;  otdai  Dfbiulnaaa  flftha  UBlon  nvaiMd,  SU; 
&»  Manda  of  protection  will  not  yield  home  Taludoo, 
310;  the  probable  axponditsrei,  SH ;  amendmant  loa^ 


Other  amendmaota  oSere^M;  atjad  lainim. 
tho  pn-amptloa  to  aattkn,  IM ;  Iliann^bniMT. 
«r  kejit  paoa  with  tba  popotuloB,  at ;  tWi  AwU  ti 
aamaUml^Sni  ainandmeDtlM,Stl;  witloatiilitti 
ont  Qke  aUoia  ai(AadlBgBllai^lait,ltl;BiiaiBlo% 
j^thapcoeeada  la  tba  nallauil  AAua,  M;  p^m 
of  the  florammant  in  relation  to  the  mnnHa  ^fttn, 
MS;  cKUea  of  qnanel,  HI;  aipoead  aradlUa  if  Ih 


Hetloii  to  atrtke  out  tha  tan  per  cut  (iTai  to  m 
Blitaa,M;  resKina  Ik  tha  Totea  of  Iha  Kwtnta 
f  asnarlTanla,  Ml ;  uaandnauta  Icat,  9M. 

Tlia  qaaaUoB,  ^itppei  at  bH  dahirioD.  h  wMkt 
ncnaj  idaad  br  luea  fi«  tba  admlalilntlga  rf  IW 
QoTammeutwaitobadlatrlbBtedtathaMniilWB! 


at. 


eU;  raad  tUid  tima  and  paMsd,  SU. 

A>Ma2«ttA.-AaAi(i^Tola.l,l,l,^T,Ull  IMh 
q^-^Ji><M^  ToL  1&  DatrBnUm  tf  Friul'r' 
8MAiIa^T^l(Ml,]ll&  /Va^aqiHaa-AaMt 
VoIa.U,l^  Amliuanvt— ■SNJHb^rd.ll  M 
tiatU»t^lk*Frlet^-at  Ad^  Tida8,lL 

P*bUe  JI<M*r-—Su  JnOtti,  tdL  11. 

Pitmrt  Ik  tU  Xatn.—St*  Ad^  toL  U. 


QaarUmaitir'i  J>ipaTlintnt,—Si4  Hdn,  nL  1 

eaMlapla  IVaiXr.— In  tha  Banata,  a  rMolaUm  nWntk 
SIS;  oouIdaTOd,  SIT;  &io  QoTanunanthadnHMB 


EieoutlTe  whlab  an  not  la  pate 
SIS;  tha  Inqnlif  fbnndad  on  tha  ran 
trea^,  SIS;  ob)ect  of  th^  eaU  fiir 
raaolntloB  poatponed,  SO;  call  fin  o 


daoeaieoi;  ICT. 
Sixsau,  AuxAxsn,  BepnaanlatlTBAmlb'^aiiiS. 
KanALi,  SiKJumr,  BepraiaDtatlts  from  Xilii^  \  ^ 
Budoltb:,  JoaiPH  Fn  BopraaantaH™  froniHe»J«?l 

MI ;  on  tha  Haw  Jarae;  eleeUon,  H   St  M«  •< 

18. 


Satvob,  Emms,  EeprtaenUUTe  ftwn  Kolfc  Qi*«^ 

tSlT  on  tha  dasaaaa  of  Lawta  Wmum^  40L 
Etal  SaaU  amd  Slaru,  mIimUi?*  if.-&4  Ate  ^' 
Bxasna,  Jomi  B^  B^preaentatlTO  from  Kaw  Vm**^ 
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Bud,  Jobs,  StpTNaiiUtln  Imii  "-—"'■■""*.  i  SttHt- 

d(ai,Ti)Llt. 
Banim,  Jaiim,  iSt  msmorlil  prauuMd  la  th*  B«iuU,  IH 
BxmHALi,  TuOKU,  BcprMtntUlTa  turn  Hb*  Yotk,  1 
BoiDHB,  AjKjnm.  B«pnMDUIIn  baa  Kortll  Cuoliiw, 

^«St  «H i~fM^  TOU  It, IS. 
SiporU  OD  tlu  OS*  oT  Sen.  JmImd,  6<L 
JiifUMnliTWnn.  rnHn  ^— lothg  Baiuta,iiBotloiitouaua 
thetiUleaiiiId«nd,4M;  tha  ptDporitlon  to  alMt  by  dl>- 
triott  vboHf  lueaivtitattfliu^  4M;a[ientlonoftli*di^ 
Met  ^itam  Win  itttioj  tba  IwliBca  ot  Intemti  In  tb* 
BkOoWl  LggUtton,  4H ;  TW0U17  to  hop*  t»  npn- 
MBtmlnotltlMU  iron  unudsilllMi,  400;  bEQ  nnaoeMl- 
tattoMl  b  dM^  n^rr  qnalUBd  roXr  ■  >Wit  t«  TOto 
fcf  BT«fy  mtunltr  if  "™r*~  *"  wUoli  ■  But*  mu  an- 
UtUd,  Mt ;  taotbat  •U p  towaid*  ITcdanl  eBBroachmeiil, 

OMritt  lyitwii  (dieted  bf  mott  of  lb*  BMtM  bnma- 
dbtdf  tfttr  tha  adapUoa  oT.tb*  eoiutltntlDD,  MM; 
•T*t;'<«mti7  vhlcb  poaMMad  frtedom  to  uir  ait«it 
tlwpwida  *l«t«l  Ui«[i  ifinta  br  dlatrioti,  *e.,40«: 
tb*  npta«at*tlTa  AaaM  ban  u  awonanltj  to  in««t 
lh*pM>pl«b*rapraBiBti,Ul;  aTidwwM  at  pubUa  Ha- 
Urnint  In  bTOc  of  th*  dWtlet  i7it«D,  WT  i  If  tba  Lc«li- 
IMoMi  AH  tB  dlrtiM  tlw  Btitii^  Caatnm  win  b* 


jdbdbrebai 

OS  iii«attopiMBU*  on  tba  (nbjiat,  WT;  th*  blQ. 
ntin  to  Ui*  pitndptt*  of  tba  old  MBMenHon,  4M; 
•TM7  l*w  whkb  Ciofftm  bn*  pov«r  to  pui,  H  mul 
iMTt  povar  to  auonta,  403;  (aoth*!  ConfrHi  m^  ra- 
pial  tbb  law  *nd  ulsbllab  tb*  gauanl  tletat  qitom. 


•edlBgi  Tali- 


mdar  dl*eoiilaa  c*m*  19,409;  tha  suMltiitloa  ai- 
plklt,4l»;  ■  povar  to  be  •nrcbHl  U  lb*  diMtetJoo  of 
riiinniM,  4M ;  It  doe*  not  oontaanJut*  taj  tblac  nun- 
MBTjvtfi;  tb*  nnmnstod  powtn  ot  OoocitH  nur 
b*  altb*!  donnuit  ot  *stlT*,  HO, 


■t»a«n.411;  tU  dUfinnu 

tb*  •lonba  of  doabtfil  povan,  411 ;  ooblttnoa  iraia 

Mm*  Bt»t**  not  Wlowliic  tbli  oomc^  411. 

m*4U*tloiibMlhnidonbt,411;  dnV<ftb*Bt*te* 
t*  oonftni  to  th*  tlaH^  luniur,  uid  pUoa  Mt  by  Con- 
Cm^  41S. 

Tbti  la  add  to  ba  •  vu  Tiftd  br  tba  mull  Bt»t«a 
BpOB  tba  lui*  onaa,  4U;  fsitbcr  d*b*t*,  413-411; 
im*Ddaunt  la*t,41Ti  bUl  paaaad,  4ST;  Bob**  iHiii.wm- 
»a,  m;  BauU  tndat,  481;  Hous  noed*, 4M;  bUl 
•l«»ad.44< 

SfprwMKfaiMra,  raH«  qfi—S$t  Ikdm,  Tali.  %%*. 

JtmntutlMit^-Oa  tba  Mcooptton  of  Slit*  daUi^  IT,  S»,  T^ 
n;(^M,H,<M;  oa  tb*  Utl*  to  Oi^oi,  Ao,  IS;  od 
u  oftb*  UBll«d  BtttM  Bank,!*:  on 


wotA.0. 


a  lb*  l*a*Ma  of  J. 


C.AlTnd,Wi*a  thall*wJ*T**7«l«illoa,tl;  if  lb* 
TtniM*  I.«flalBtDnt  M ;  OS  Iba  HalBB  bOODdur,  88 ; 
m  alMmbott  UabUMH^  M;  on  mUllny  p*ito  oa  the 


I*  brig  Sntaiprl*^  BO;  of  tb* 
LegWitnia  of  GwugU  on  fttgllli 
BitUih  UbanUoq  of  aUraa,  M;  1 


tbaflitSosbc 


■1  bMdcMO;  todoM 


141,149;  OB  tb*d*o«*M  Of  Jolu&Bp*Bee,lM;  onn- 
pndofthalDdapwidant'neiaair.UB;  on  Iba  d*e**n 
ofB-H.  ABdenan,IST;  oa  the  dacaaaa  of  Via.  B.  Bam- 
Kj,  isr;  on  ralatloiu  wHh  CblB*.  lU;  on  tb*  d*e«MB 
of  Follx  Srtindr,  ITS,  181;  en  the  pr«-«iiiptlan  law, 
tn ;  oo  tha  priiatcor  paaaloo  fond,  Wl ;  on  emmtlBf 
BiodaoloralTota,t4D,««;  to  DOUiy  tba  Fnddint  *ad 
Tlea  Ptooldaot  of  tbtli  al«Uon.  Ut ;  ralallra  to  ITlcol- 
lafamapaodmrrar,  tut;  tft&uiKi  to  Via  PraaldtBt 
JAuon,  M;  itf  IbaDk*  to  Bpaakar  HodUt,  MS;  of 
tbank*  to  ▼.  B.  Kba  *i  pnMaBt  yrs  (aK  of  tba  Su- 
ite, Slf;  ielatlTaUraUi*Bd0Tte^l88;  <tf  nqiaatto 
tba  rnHDorr  of  ean.  HifriioB,  1S>,  IM 
afCbaIl*tOIl^MDlon] 
on  lb*  boalnaaa  of  tba  aasloa,  9 
printar,  W ;  nlttl**  to  a  wUo 
dabala  0&  the  bankrnpt  lair,  S4 
tba|iAlaila*,Bin;  on  tb*  dniBii*  of  S.  D 
SGS;  DDtba  daeoaaa  ofSnulor  I>tioo,IH3H;  OB  tb*  ' 
d«<8aM  of  Lawli  WllUam^  401 ;  on  the  daoiM*  of  Bi»- 
tlDBi,  444,  4M;  on  tha  d•e•Maaf&0Bllwd,41Sinb- 
tlTaU>lIulllo,4M;nl*tlT*toth*Fr*rid•llt'*  pnit*at, 
SIS;  Ob  tbadeoaaaa  of  J.  T.  WnUaiDi,  «l,B10;»h- 
tlTa  to  tha  Qmntapla  TrHtf,  SIS;  nlatlTa  to  tba  AM- 
cansqaadroD,  SIT;  on  tha  mntlsfOD  tb*  Bomara,  SSO; 
on  tba  axobaqnar  jdan,  S41 ;  of  tbanhi  to  w*""**^  T. 
Wiahlncto^OOl;  «  tba  dMrlut  baoki^  WD;  nUH* 


i*,l»; 


«***iiiM  C^ittan.— Aa/aHM^TOL  4. 
AcMRiM,  nJurflaii  ^i—3i4  Indtm,  toL  U. 
"   "  HT0I.I8. 
«;-A*  Imdm,  Tola  10,11,  and  fidm, 

Tola  B,  1,  SMUr*. 
SttebUitii,  nrvMig  tffictn  qf.—8t*  /fdta,  ToL  ». 
AfwIvMoiurir  JMnty  Zffitda.— Aa  Aif (^  ToL  & 
AacolttUMarv  CMau.-SM  Mli^  ToL  11. 
BtviliMiKutr^  Ptmtlim  By1tm,—3tt  ludta,  toL  & 
KnxoLD*,  Jon,  Bapnt*nlatlTa  froa  I111»fii^  4,  Ml.    A* 

Iitdmi,  ToL  IL 
Bbbt,  Baavmu  Bn  BapraaantallT*  from  SoalhCanllB^ 


to  tha 

to  tha  Stata  dabli,  TOT;  as  tha  i 
of  tbuka  to  Iba  6p*tk*r,  TIB. 
StlrmnlimamL—SM  Hdtm,  toL  la 


laiUt  Tata,  4M.    «MAd«,ToLU. 
JUwf  a  Iiland,  odmtmliKt  tf^St*  fiidtm,  toL  1. 
Xhod*  lila»d,  Toto  Ibr  Praaldaat  Id  IHA,  tSO. 
KmewaT,  JoiKn,  BapmantohT*  fMm  Okies  4>  KL 
Bieoa.  Lmna,  Bapnaantatin  Ib-on  Naw  Torb,  ML 
Bmi,  FiancB  O.,  B*pTe«ntatlTa  from  Tliclida,  4. 


Bma,  Wouaw  C,  Banatat  &sn  Tbctnla,  4,  MO 
lepMil  of  th*ul>-'n***aTr,Ml;  1 
■n;  lolaUTa  totb*np**lof  tbaiab-TnMB)7, 


bin,  40 

t]OiicfOiwra,aS;*tilb*BiBBiapUoaot  atato  d*Ua, 

ew^nu.    A*  Ada,  Tola.  IB,  II. 
AmA  ofld  Oiuia,  umtfM-—^"  InOM,  toL  T. 
MoadJnm>MrMt»Ckteaii».     Dt. /nm  Fmmuala  U 

SL  ^■gaKtoa.    Al  fivm  eterfta  to  Smr  OrteoML 

— A*  MlaB,  ToL  B.     Do.  it  Ar»ammu.-St»  Atf^ 

Axidt,i)oK.-Aa  tHOtm,  vola.  I,  T.     BepiHr  ^U  Jr(a*to- 
•4pp(,.A*JM«^TaLB. 
IM  or  Jbi 
la.i,ia 
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BaumoK,  Jom  IL,  Brntoi  tram  HUddHIl     S—Stdm, 

tdLU. 
Bosonoa,  T«nu*,  BcjinHiitMtr*  bum  Dtliwu*.  d 
SoDSiXT,  GiOMi  B.,  B«prawBtatln  ft«m  DelHm^  ML 
Boam,  BnirtBB,  BapnHDiatlTa  *om  Haw  Tinfc,  8. 
Boant,  luam,  BapraeaMIr*  &«m  B«nth  CwoUu,  4,KL 

BodbstUpT,  Jajoh  Jp,  BepvcHntBtlTfl  from  ITflw  Tcr^  SSI ; 
Mitb*buknptIiw,nt«Ni  M  O*  pnrlitawil  tuu; 


I,  ■:   on  a*  IfailM 

II).     A«A4MhT^»,U. 

Bnnu,  DiTiB,  BspnautaUra  Itoia  K>*  Ytn^  &     Ai 

JudMToLU. 
TtiiMiii,  TiLuui,  BiprumtiUTB  tma  OUo,  Sffl ;  on  Ih* 


Salt  Ibt^  Al— Id  tlie  BouU,  (wmmiuilettteini  pmntsd 
nlitlT*toawMlttuu4)bUiwbcRmtla,T4;  ntilcct 
biw  Uftut  Mb  01  twoln  TMn,  T4;  itHiiTod  to  th* 
nnmoo  Comiiiltt*r,  Tt;  Autlitr  wm  pnunled,  n. 
^Wluc  AwUte— An  ther  IbBBdHl  as  th*  nit  dn- 
ttm  t  in ;  ivport  at  tha  eommltlH,  lU ;  Mmmnnle*- 
tloatalitlTO  to  tha  fiihnloMW;  HUorr  totho  Trua- 
vryftom  *  IhUim  to  ndnea  tha  bonntiei  lb  propor- 
tlos  Is  tha  ledDfllloD  of  ult  dat^.m;  datiU*,lS8; 
Mawnliinitta  Aiharlao  sot  dapandut  vpoa  notlOBol 
tonntlM,  IK;  Itarthsr  ramarki,  in,  IHL 

Alt .IMy owiniMiV  A>wi^—.Sm  Ada^ ToL  B, 0bMml 

BunoiiRALL,  LiTsiaTT,  BepraaaotatlTa  ftom  IbaMolin- 
••tto,4,Hl;  OBthabMikraptlair.tBOL  Subtdtm,wtiL 
M. 

SuiraL,  Omm*  B.,  BopnaOBtatlTa  fnm  TlrglaU,  4. 

flAiTOBD,  Josh,  BapreaantttlTB  from  Stir  Tort,  m. 

•ivnnBi,  BoiiDLiii  IL,  BoproantattT*  from  Horth  Ouo- 
llti*,«l. 

AraowHO,  T^U^tf-St  ludtm,  nL  1. 

AwMtoa  OMaaWaaAorHL-AaAirf^'TBl.  IS. 

AAssI  ZaiHtL-jM  htdm,  voL  10. 


SNKHMiiiPnitMMoii  iX— «M  InOm,  loli.  8,  d 
Aol  1^  OMVIMUXr^SM  A>d«^  Tolt.  1,  ■,  >;  E. 
AorK  AwMxUofff  jwUlooMm  (!X-.Sh /Mlti^  T^  4. 
iSWMnt  Zow  (<I1M.-At  iM«^  toIl  4,  S,  ),  and  Zmdn, 

tbL  1,  D^Mn  Jftatiufwid  aMttom  fratHeti. 
BimiiMt  War.~-^ttInim,T&lM.  t,  IS. 
Am(^  adjinnu  at  doa  of  lit  aaaiao  of  Mth  OoognH,  US ; 

BilfB  tMihn  a(  tn. 
BnesuR,  Jon,  BapNHBtatlra  from  PoaiMTlTaBta,  <  (81 ; 

OBtb*aaidaaipsntLoBbUl,an,    «M /ada^  Tola,  t^  i 

7,  MO,  18,  ML 
Btrna,  ijnion  H.,  Bonttot  ftoB  AAaiwai^^lM:  <atha 

adndaaloBof  noilda,T4;  on  th*  pnapaotlTa  pra-amiH 

tlaablIl,lll;oBlbobankrapt  UU,MT;  «b  tha  taiUt 

4«liDnUiaOngoatdll,e4a.    .Sm AkIib, nil. U,ll, Uk 

ll 
Bbav,  ^hnnuK,  BapnaentiUT*  ftoa  Hsv  HnoptUra,  I, 

(§1. 
Baarms,  AESumn  O,  BepramtatlTa  bom 

oUu,  Ml;«i  anr  —      ~     ~ 

I,  in  II,  1!^  IB. 


dM  Adtat  ToL  11. 


nftma  KorthCanilaa,! 


daaia  of  Basalor  IHiua,  SBi. 


AiUttf  JiWKt-iSM  AdMt  voL  UL 

SuB^  WiLLUM  U,  X(ipr«>*Bt*Hn  fknn  Tonowt,  1^  IBt; 

onthBdalmaniatthcwLjonlihom,  1«L    Brnt^m, 

ToLU. 

Ai.'4>tt««i4rMit^a 

10,11,1^11.    B».fu 

A«nL&    Jft, HMittMimt rAMmt la,  fa ■*■  jWiJa, 

-,Sm  riKt«i^  TOU.  1,  8,  aad  fttf^ToL  ^Hn«*i4^ 


tloM  tditlM  to,  from  OfalOk  ei :  tha  poUtkMO  ■■  ten 
■a  piTthMtar  isUnat  iB  tUa  mattor,  a^  M  dalM  t*  * 
haailBg  OB  thM  aeaniB^  sa  i  i^ttOB  or  Ci^M>  M  tte 
DIMrtdt,  Itt;  th*  via  aad  wtrtw  <«  th*  p*«yl*  to  1* 
oouoltod,  W;  th*  Blat«a  an,  aaxt  attar  tha  pMfla<< 

Iha  DMriot,  mora  ■ «-'-■]■  ImfUd,  M;  Ih*  ft- 

mala  ^naii  of  tha  polttlOB,  H ;  pottUsas  Ml  fn*MM 
H ;  fturtha  paUUoM  pnmtod,  IS ;  lamafc^  n. 

In  tb*  Boua,  a  noUia  <tf  a  moti«  to  HBdad  th*  IM 
nla  nlatlTa  to  ahnllUOB  patUiMi,  143. 

A  anUon  to  adopt  th*  itBmltng  tbI**  aai  MJm^ 
«8;  nmBdnwBt  axstptlBf  tho  Uat  nb  maii^ 
MS;  Toj  Utllo  aiiB«4a*B0*»hM  tha  nfas  w*r^  Iha 
nla  vm  and  woold  b«  tha  will  of  tha  m^oMT.Ml 
hkbST  c' th*  Hat  Rila,  18> ;  AiHhar  raaaifca,  m. 

AnwiDtlanlanadBdthalUt  nla,ni;  UdaBtb 


adqitin  ot  th*  naolBtJ 
to  lar  ra  tho  ttUs  UT;  kat,  UI;  oWaaaa  at  W*«- 
•rn  Statu   Intanated  In  th*  laMiatloBi,  IIT;  mati- 
tlona  adoplod,  UT. 
Blattt,  eeatl,  lraai!p«rtaNsi*  ^—6—  laim,  voL  t.     Bo. 
OtptntASt  AAa,  ToIi.  i  I.     J>*.  J 
Ada^Tol*.ll  nT.     Da.A 
ToL  1^  and  JMIai^  tbL  B,  £ 

t.    Da.pMiiiiu.S-Inam,-nii.i,»,*.i.    A*U^ 
B««a  «;  bySrMA  oBtitortttia.    ■S'**JWis  mLft 


OoM  IKKl«-flM  Arftt^  nta.  n  *,  T.  •; 
AtMitoJta  Mff  OHHt,  *ii.    Tlmmgi  oa,  SK 
Amv*  4^  rBr.r-A*  A<iMi  T*L  T. 
AboS  Araud  muU^Sf  /wfa^  nL  1. 

11,11. 
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Bmitb,  Jobs,  O*  earn  iff.—a-  JkO^  toL  L 
8>n>,  Oum  H^  BoaUr  bma  laOmttt,  t,  MO;  o 
pmpMtln  pra^Diptko  bin,  lU;  onlud  dlftrit 


MRS,  Timuir,  B«|mMBMJ««  ftom  CnmesUeDt,  B,  Wl ; 
SB  Uw  dMSM*  e<  TluddHi  BMta,  IW ;  oa  th*  bubrnpl 
Un,HIL 


Sanaa,  Joav ,  X(pi«M 


n  tCom  Faoujlmili,  Kt 


»  A^  BapnHBUttr*  tna  lf<rrlud,nl. 
-    '     .-*t/itd^TsUa,& 

HADH,  ■   IHOlBtlSB  tf  lnqBti7 

H  IWm;  to)*,  I,  T. 
AMtt  Am»*ian  and  aOur  iaMomt.—at*litdmt,  ToL  11 
SotrvBAan,  tutuwL  K,  BanatoT  from  Kiv  Jntaj;  I,  MO ; 
dMMHs(Ml    dMAdaa^Toli.1^11 


AmM  CbnMM,  imWaaiiBt  q^-A*  AAi^  toL  U,  An 
PWIIaHSM— Ow  Ada^tol  U. 

5mA  OwaMmu-PwuMJI^i  of  bn  L<«liktQr*  U  *p- 
pronl  of  "Ab  Bamk^  ■fliiiliihtralliiB.  A&,  nport  and 
T*«alB(ii»  Bbmlttad  Ib  tba  Buita,  MS;  Ml*,  «■. 


4paM,  rotlKodMn  iftkHrtatf  ifimt-iBt 
m  at  ttaOoBp' 
^tgb.Ml 

Adaa.ioLT. 
Brama,  Josb  B,  Baaator  ftam  JlMxjltai,  t ;  i 
8—Imdtm,rA1t. 


Oa  bankrapt  Inr,  Nfc 
Bruiti.  BnwAaa,  BaptaaaataUia  from  North  ""»«— ,  4 

a,  A.  D,  ■aprMaBtattro  fron  OUa.  \«L 


SiamoD,  Lbwu.  BapnaaataUT*  ttna  TItilBia,  4,  Wl]  a« 

Iht  npeal  af  Oa     '  ~ 
BrawABiV  toBH '~ 

8Maai.T,  BunsL,  BapranaWt**  from  OUa,  tSL 
Broaafc  VrumM  L,  BaytuwataUTa  ft—  C^UMeUaa^  4, 


haanoB,  CBiaua  O,  BapnwBlatlTa  fram  No*  tmatj, 

a,ttL    4wAilM,nLli. 
Biaoira,  BaAaoa  B,  BapnatalitiTa  from  How  Tork. 
BntiBT,  Ai,BiABDaa  B.  XL,  RopnMatattra  from  YlrilBla, 

ML 
BniBT,  JoBB  T^  KapcaaMrtaUra  frma  UllBtla,  m ;  oa  the 

proTMoaal  taiir  nto,  «8L 
BmoBtni,  Dunai,  BiaatBr  frn  PaaaajlTaBla,  t,  MB, 
Baaimr  ^  Aotaa-dM  JMm^  toL  1. 
Aib-IVaatw|F.— Ai  JUjywdhwi  IWaMfy. 
a^lrante  mr.- Am /ndi^ Tid. «. 
a^lnn  at  .dJaHMfpfo,  nN^qf^— SM  AAi^  Td.  L 
Avar  CliiM— /k<  AiIm^  toL  1«l 
Avar,  droiataafcani— totboBn«ta,aUntoiBdaM  «a»- 

ddatad,  lU  J  MtUansM  <l  tlw  tirltf  Bd}onnod  to  ISO, 


un«dlBlS», 


Ua  1  abnaa  of  tha  tofa  dnwbask  ao 
lis;  opgntlOBOttbaeaopnmiHannllMdoatiU'.liai 
dalalla,  111;  laaOmaDy  otitt  eoUactor  U  FhUadalphla, 
lit ;  imotat  nnJniUj  and  Dodalj  dnvn  frosi  tba 
Tna«iu7,  IW ;  lattar  from  toft  raliiatB,  UKi. 

Avar,  drawdaet  on  r^ned.-*i  AOtm,  ToL  Vt,  DuUtt. 

BuintaM,  SaOBOB  W,  Sa^aaaBtitln  from  TIrtlada,  181; 
proHnti  tba  tword  cf  WaihlogtoB  and  atiff  of  fnak> 

llB,«W. 

Sasnaa,  Tbdhu  B^  BapnwBtatlT>  bom  Bontb  CirollBi, 
t,ML 

«.M,HM1. 
AM. 
A«v«os.O«iwraJq<a*jr(ny.-r&i  JMiavToLlCl. 

tba  Mil  to  uthoitit 
with  tbo  auatlia  at,  ordnad  to  ba  an- 
grMoad,  80;  tba  but  lo  aathoilia  the  Baerataiy  at  Uh 
~  tbo  lantlea  nt,  ordand  to 


Ttacubora  JRn<m.— £m  ladtm,  loL  1: 

TuuiSBBO,  JOBR,  BapnaaDtatlTa  froni  Tlrglal*,  4,  m. 
St*  Iitdim,  voL  1& 

TuuuiM^  NxTKUiBL  P.,  Beoator  ftom  Ba«  Tork,  t, 
180;  OB  tha  dnnwi  of  Aawa  Bio«m  141 ;  an  Iha  baak. 
nptbltl,nci;  DB  tha  appoTUoBmeBt  bin,  411-414;  oo 
tbaEicb<qBarbllI,dlB;on  tho  taril^dW.  BttbiSaa, 
vola  11,18. 

Turn,  Cbibi  tvwrma,  admlabtan  the  oath  ta  PcaddaBt 
ButlsoB,tn. 

tirttx,  BBKUmit,  Baaator  frota  (Sbia,  I,  MO ;  oa  aboUUoa 
petltlOBi,  BI ;  on  tbo  adaifMlM  of  FlotMa,  T4 ;  ob  pilat- 
iBf  tba  dosBmaatarr  \Mttrj,  IIT ;  oa  pnapaatlTB  pia- 
omptjoB,  184;  ob  tba  flaoal  cofpontlOB,  384;  on  tbo  aa- 
lhtraaBtofblBiM484;  oa  tba  dkbribatlBB  bill,  BH ;  as 
tha  Oiogoa  bm,  84T. 

TbMi^AMiA-nSMJiida^TdalkG,*.  Da.  Wa^.-St*  Iii- 
am,mLt. 

TATLoa,  ifoHATUii,  Bopiaamlalliu  from  Ohio,  4. 

TxTLoa,  QoBBAi.  Z,  an  tha  oaa  of  Moodboanda  la  Florida, 


White  la  CO 
AwMwaa,  rot*  be  Piaddaat  Ib  1840,  SBO. 
TirrUarial  aevtniminlt.—A*  Iiulta,  toL  4. 
nrr4ioHaL-A«  A<ti^  Tola.  1, 1,  ^  4, 4. 
g>Bfla  AilapwiJMB*— a^^Jlrfii^Tol  \a.  Da-BtaafMim 

tfSt  tadtiB,  ToL  n 
naHla  ta  Oa  ^Motar.— Aa  Atbo,  ToL  U 
'nunua,  Fainni  BaptaMBtatlra  from  hlarjlaad,  4 ;  vataa, 

fbr  aa  Spaakar,  4;  on  aary  paBdona,  174L    A*  Hitm, 


TmvMoa,  Taddt,  t 


a  fr«a  Bovth  CatoBaa 
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ttl ;  on  Um  DorUi-cutan  btaaitij,  Vfl;  on  Ihe  cUlm 
orii^HbowLTaa'ikcln.lSS.    Bt  laitm,  m.  U.       • 

Tartwt,  Kit.  Mm^  alactod  ehipkiaaf  tiw  Batao,  SIC 

TiusMfli*!^  Jonni  L,  BtprMSOtMln  fnm  Rboda  bland, 
l,tSl;  onlha  cUlm  of  UatUioir  LroB't  bsin,  IM ;  on 
tlM  desaus  of  Benator  DliOD,  IH.    Btt  /ixlaie,  toL  IS. 

Tmoa,  Joan.  Banator  from  Indiana,  I.    Seilititm.Ki.'lM. 

3X04 1^  PrtMmt.'-Bt  Ado^  toL  1. 

Tou-uiD.  Oaoiam  'V.,  RopnacntatlTB  from  FsnaajlTUiai 
*,J81. 

ToHUnaon,  Tnoiui  A.,  SapnaanUtJTa  from  Sow  York, 


al  Burvtgtj'-Su  t*i»a,  toL  11 


fWdftHV'— >Sh  Indm,  toL  t. 
iHfiutiry  (%vii{iir.— £h  fiulttt,  toL  18. 
IVadtvry  J^otoi.— In  the  Houa,  a  roplj  to  tha  Tarioni 
chaiKC*  oTuitrBngaiioa,  380;  alnfi  tiro  paitlea  uadar 
B  Ooranmwnl,  S8S;  It  ti  uked,  what  naoaaltf  than  )■ 
Ibt  tha  taana  of  Tnaanir  not**,  wllh  a  balaooa  In  tha 
TrcararT.  IM 1  chaiiai  agalut  th«  AdmlBlibatton,  184 ; 
ftirthoT  dabalB,  WIS. 

If  nMnaj>  la  naadcd.  It  1*  b«tt*r  to  Tota  ftn  a  loan  m 
iDcraaaed  dntlaa,  tfil ;  olnnnutaneaa  of  the  Tieaanij 
nolo  Ihdo  la  IBSI,  tfil;  pngreaa  ainoa,  tfil;  parloda 
whan  thaia  acta  hara  panad,  Ul ;  Undancj  (o  draw 
apada  from  tha  Soulh  and  WaaL,  iU;  bUl  paiaod,  !BS. 

la  tha  Banita,  tha  Tiaaanrr  Hots  bill  eonaldand,  884  i 
amandmant  o&rad,  SSB;  ahonld  pmlda  tin  tha  par- 
moot  of  a  debt  whanerar  it  waa  cnatad,  838;  tax  on 
bank  solaa,  lata  ot,  888 ;  taiad  la  EngUnd  and  had  bean 
Id  tha  Unltad  fitalaa,  SSS;  aa  tUagi  ara  going  on,  loaoa 
and  TnanuT  notet  wlU  aoon  tall,  881;  olOact  of  tha 
morar  of  tha  amandtnant,  S8>. 

lo  tha  Honta,  a  motion  to  eoncnr  In  tha  Benala'a 
amandmanta,  891;  oonenrrad  In,  SDL    Si*  Itulem,  toU 
1^18. 
IVwiMa^  ara  flair  ttipranM  omp  SUUt  laui  f-'iSM  Adtai, 

TOLII. 

TVaofy  wUk  Ortat  SrUatn In  the  Beula,  pnwaedlDge 

NlaUra  to,  BSD ;  maaaage  from  tha  Piaaldent,  080 ;  ToCa 
on  the  ratmcBtloD,  G88 ;  throe  ebjaeta  ambiacad  In  the 
atlpolaUonaoftha  tnatf,  S84;  hlator;  of  tha  eantnrer- 
ty,Mi;  aotloD  under  (ha  tieatf  of  Qhent, £8£ ;  award 
of  tha  King  of  the  KetherlaBds,Ii8a;  the  Jailloa  acd 
TaUdllr  of  the  Ameriean  claim,  est;  too  Ula  la  tha  day 
to  plast  onnalfaa  ttarnl;  and  InSeilbl;  on  tha  gtooiid 
of  a  clear,  maol&it,  and  lomntnTartlble  right  to  tha 
pradaa  Una  wo  olalm,  MS ;  tbo  time  piaied  for  tooUng 
It  t, lint  qua  nan,  S88;  doubtful  if  the  dooomcnta  dla- 
eOTered  bj  Mr.  Eparka  of  aofflclent  weight  to  ahahs  the 
American  tltla,  U«;  tha  map  from  JeB^nao'i  coUao- 
tton,  D8T ;  a  i^neatlon  attended  with  eonatant  danger  to 
the  paaco  of  two  nation),  G87 ;  notblBg  In  the  arraoge- 
mant  InoompatlbU  with  tha  charaetar  of  a  fair  and  Joat 
compromlaa,  fi86 ;  Ita  dataila,  C8S ;  aa  •  national  qnt^ 

Moo,  ass. 

Tha  part  ot  the  treat;  relating  to  tha  anppreialon  ot 
tha  alare  trade,  B3t;  •mntnil  oonnwlon  oftlia  right  of 
acoroh  tha  onlj  meana  of  patting  an  end  to  the  troiflo. 
Bin:  recent  pretension  of  Great  Britain,  6311;  mcMige 
of  tha  Prcaidcnt,  040 ;  oar  flag  ahamalaulj  abased,  we 
ahonld  glTO  to  tha  world  aaeanlica  of  oar  determination 
to  daanae  it,  UO;  the  amogamaDt  of  the  trait;,  MD; 
the  Mmadar  of  tugiaTaa,  Ml ;  only  obllgaUc 


pnlatlon 


and  prpciae  compaot,  U 
ot  the  treatf.  Ml ;  tha 


eatatdlahadbrthawarof  the  Bnotattaa  aa  ■ 
bar^ln  and  aala,  CM;  the  aa^tM  tut  kMp  fa 
UI,  anunptlon  of  tha  Ai 
the  BrlUah  la  pfMtntliic  tha  BrIIkh  piapaMtlaB  Iw  the 


Omltlad  anlflaota  are  Oni,  H 
MS;  ImpiMiuiBt,  «i;  Uw  oaa*  <d  tba  Oraria^  Hti 
other  (mM,BW;  letter  to  Hi.  Krentt,  Hi ;  tta  mA- 

tlonBattheBenata,OSr;  tUaotWMa  wriMtavd^* 
of  reoentMifiB,  batot  iMTCaelac  ftaqMa^.MI:  HI 
(if  tba  OuidlnMMSi  tiBWbak  MfodittMM*  arikM* 
and  Iqjnir,  S(S ;  eoodBCt  <rf  Taa  Bvas^  ad 


tempted  to  be  caat  upon  one  iMaa  le^aait,  BK;  «r- 
onutsnoM  at  tha  Uma  of  the  fonoattoB  af  tka  feat 
twaty,  Sn ;  It  ahonld  not  ba  ratlflad  la  iiMam  Mei  tt 
anrJaatdoBhtraiaedbf  oUBUf^BIl;  ttMpimf^tlm 
ts  deviate  froa  a  dae  BOrth  Una,  Rl ;  Load  h^H^ 
It  letter,  813;  m 
•itra 
SI*. 

Thla  not  the  entntalnBWDt  to  irtiUi  tha  B 
Malna  wia  iBTlttd.  aT4;  Li^litnrarf  Mifcaai 

rithtr,o; 

Kalna  haa  alw^a  tn 
the  tanltoi;  daimed  by  bar,  B 
raaolntlona,  eiB;  pToeoadUgi  of  ha  «b 
thetr  aodOB,  bU;  the  tula  at 
jnat  to  htr,  fflt. 

Tke  bonndarr  of  Ualiie  aas  only  ba  fetUed  br  ^b* 
pnmlM,  nV;  an  tba  ot^aatloBa  to  tha  boMfcry  » 
tnally  igTMd  on  inflb  aa  to  ewaa  111  i^atiMt  tiHB  l» 
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Hon  Id  wblch  wa  Tonld  ba  kft  U  tha  trwi^  w 
•d,S8I;  kUlnaiBtadwlHljrU  fMiHH  to  tt 
■ndibooldnot  ir*40«olantl41nttttWl;  t 


Mii(thitO«Killa*,e8Sitk«CrMl*4nM- 
lloB,  1MB  i  ILa  aUpnliUaB  wboUf  i— J-]~«-  to  iflBid  ■ 
j,WD;  tlwifiiadion  a 


Kr.  WtlMUr  to  bw*  w*iMd  I  m;  hbtocr  af  lb*  B^o- 
UaUou,  »«-W6i  Urn*  ban  w*  7t«ld*d  to  a  JBalin 

Mbaa  fca^t,  WT;  aqilTilaiti  to  aiaiiM  lUi  lairBn- 
Oar,  N8;  «•  bouid  to  par  Ifatoa  and  UNMthuttti, 
CM;  BOitii-vHtnbouidaiT,  »S;  ut  a  •obHet  tf  lu- 
SOtlatloB,  H9 ;  hyuutlanarMaMar  niaoml,<Xlfti 

In  tbo  HoQw,  a  naolatlan  of  Inqolij  nIallT*  to  tbo 
BrlUib  ooutnuUflo  of  tba  teH^,  TOT;  axtnwt  ftom  tha 
V*Mb  ot  Sli  Sobort  Paal  In  ttu  Ifon 


Ib  tbo  Banata,  axtnot  fram  daipatehea  from  onr  mlD- 

ont  w  msab  of  tba  qipn^rtitlon  blU  ■*  relataa  to  tba 
AMoan  ■qnadroD,  Ttt;  tba  point  of  InqnJir,  tVt;  light 
cfTUtatlon  and  aaanh,  how  tiettad,  m ;  a  oamnMa- 
tatf  OB  tha  ImproTldaiwa  of  aataii^lng  onnalTai  with 
lbcd(B  illlaiMa^nOt  aoaoar  of  Gaaanl  Jaebun  toBlr 
Oha>(MTa(tghaik,TI0;  tha  nit  qnaatlon  la  tha  dlHCna- 
Diant  batmaaa  tbli  QoTanmiaBt  and  Qiaat  Britain  u  to 
Iha  traa  IntarpntaUon  of  tba  tna^,  ni ;  axtnet  Ihan 
tha  PnaUant'i  Ibaaasa,  ni ;  ftutbai  driiabt  TU ;  DN- 
■aca  nlatlTa  tOk  T1«.-^8m  AtlH^  ToL  L 
SVaotr  «<lft  i^hUk^Sm  AAb,  toL  & 
g^ariy  ifOlmU,  «cwtmiidt»  »»dtr.—S—  Jid«g,  Tol  & 
I>«iti',  Mu^  cy«*fc-A«  IndtK,  nri.  I;  ud  Adaa^  Tti  e, 


OnOlTitdtituSvollaUviL. 


n  ftom  Kantoekr,  ^  tSL 


a^ToLll. 
Tmna,  Juoa,  BapisHntatlTa  ttmn  Xaijland,  4;  on  tba 

dalm  otUatthaW  I^oa^  bali^  UT. 
Tumr,  HoFtiMa  I-,  Baprtieiilatlwfrtni  Tennfaa,^  881. 

Aw/nda^ToLIS. 
Tdttoi,  Bnnm.  oboacn  ">"r'*'"  of  tha  Benata,  WT,  HO. 

Ttui,  Jomi,  Totaa  fin'  Tloa  PnaldaDt,  SU;  addm  ai 
PnaldtMof  tba  Basitcm;  Pnddaat  at  IhatTnltad 
fltat<a,*S8.    &« /mtas TcJt. T, ^ lOk U, m& 


TTnnairooD,  Joaxra  K,  BapreiaiitatlTa  from  Eantn^,  ^ 
mt  ralatln  la  Iha  honilng  of  tha  Chnllna,lte;  an 
tha  piOTUcoal  tail^  OS;  OD  tha  tariff  TetOk  IBS;  OB  th* 
diatiliit  banki,  ««a.    Sf  fiwf  aa,  toL  18. 

IMoo,  AlMoMWm  nf.-Bet  InduB,  toL  ^ 

UiMtdaatiiaiti  e*orgia.-^att  Adan,  toL  K 

CiHtllM  AHOiMMk-Aa  A(f«s  ToL  Sl 


>,  Jam,  BapiaAnlatlTa  from  Sa«  ToA,  KO. 


to  tha  diBigM  Bud^  tM;  "lot  eaUna'' 
not  Introdnead  In  debata  bna,  tt*;  Bo  fbOBdattOB  te 
D<axban^aM,llB;  npoit  i<  tha  Baantur 


Tabbcbivm,  AiBOi,  BapmantatiTa  &«o  HowToik,ti 
OB  tba  JntlBeatloDa,  MtL    A* /w(«^  Toll.  Ut  1& 

Tab  HoaiuBB,  Sanr,  KapaaaaBtallTa  from  Sav  Ta^ 
SSL 

ranMNf,  <raU  far  Fr^dant  fai  ISlf^  Oft 

Taaaal^  ngJ^artag  and  jianKiy.— Aa  A^M^  ToL  L 

F<(B,  of  tbo  lUoalbank,MS{of  tbapi 


»TT. 
Viea  Pnttdiat  Apptai^Si*  Indm,  toL  A. 

Vlotattd  Star  Aimiral*.—^—  India,  tbL  0. 
7Irv<iK<i£(»ulir(in>a««L— Am  AKte^  ¥0)^4,11.7.    2)0. 

CWauLr-AaAdai,  toL  II. 
VtivfiUa,  Tota  fiir  Fnddut  In  1840,  KO. 
FMa  All  a  Connalttaa  oa  a  FobUa  PrintlBf  OOloe,  eL 


WAOnBi,  Pnu  T,  B^naantatlTO  from  Haw  Tork,  4. 

Waixbb,  Bobdr  J,  Banator  finm  ICIaahdppl,  4,  UO;  oa 
tha  admlNlan  of  Florida,  T4i  on  HIcoDefa  aarrajr,  Wit 
aBallaealbank,Sll;  on  tbo banknipt  bU, HO ;  ana*- 
tBrtMBaa  iB  Iba  lallaila^  ■»;  on  tha  apporHnBm— t 
Ull,4aT,4l»,41S;  OB  tha  tariS;  tTO;  on  tha  maadaaB* 
ta  tha  Btatoa,  Gil ;  oa  tba  ammptloB  tf  HtaU  dabb^ 
«8.    &a  Ail«^  Tola.  1^  11. 

Wallaci,  Datb^  S^raatBCatlT*  from  iBdlam^  (81. 

WALi,0ABBXtI>.,8aDat(K  ttam  Kaw  Jana7,8.  St4  it. 
ilM^  Toli.  11,  la 

War,  amdua  ^Ua-^SM  JMat^  toL  (L 

Tabs,  Aaboi,  SapnHDtatlT»  from  Haw  Yotk,  ISL  St 
bidm,  Tok.  11,  IS. 

Wanltntbtg  Sfitrt^la  tha  Sanata,  a  mamorial  on  lb* 
flatJoot,88&;  object  to  ^Ta  tha  Importan  tbo  beneflla 
that  DBdar  a  oaili  lyitam  tba;  do  not  ttiof,  183;  Iba 
SacUab  intom  •emrai  a  homo  markat  at  tha  eipaaaa 
of  an  olbar  ooimtriaa,  K'  ' 
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la.D,«,T.  Do.  FartKOL-Bi*  I%- 
4tav  TolA.  Bi  11,  IS.  IMt.B*mat»t.—St*lttdm,-nL^ 
So.  SM<lt.—Stt  Imdta,  toL  Jl. 

Waimvloa  OUg,  oofifiir*  qf^-Sn  India,  Td.  6. 
WatUatlom't  atarO^In  tht  Hogw,  O*  piMuWliik  «( 


WuMi»inii»,Bi»jaLTTprwirtittt«wnrtrf  WtJilngtc 
aod  lUa  •!  FiuUlB  to  Iha  BitloB,  «> ;  MMt  oit  ML 

WumaOB,  Kum  IL,  fiqiMmtatlT*  ftvD  TnsMH^  1, 
Ml. 

WiMm,  Dazisi,  Baste  bio  UMndiiiMtti,  t;  co  a 


<!<■,  Tok.  1^  1, 1, 10^  11,  U  U. 
VnuB,  JoMa  B^  SipHMBUtlTB  from  Ohio,  ^  Ml;  OB  tin 
ddm  of  UittbMrIf<a'ib*ln,U)i«a  th*  tuknpt 


V«Mv»  jlrm<irr.-rSM  AdM^  Tok.  I,  •,  It. 

tToffni  attirt,  narltathn  «t— jSm  Ma^  ToL  0, 

VM  Ptlfit  AeaOtrnfi—ta  th*  Hodm,  >  bill  maktaf  ■ppro- 


■ll4Mt,«lTj 

of  VmUiiWd,  41B;  It  h  IniDd^don  prindfdM  ntnra*- 
l7abi>axki»tathap<opla,fl«;  tti  hlitory,  41*  j  uor- 
dn  •fBoblUtrMtaUtahsd  at  TTMt  Point,  4»;  tlw  a- 
iabhun  Ou  meiBaifeij  attb»  oOett  at  th«  un;,  41>; 
Vu  pilDdplM  Ml  wkldi  th«  iBiUtnUoa  !•  ftnmdfd  da- 
wtToj  tho  pttrlotlaiii  ud  junMUon  to  bofloma  qDAltfled 
btititlaiii  In  tha  wnaT,1K;  what  IndumaBt  Ibr  s 
pilnia Midlar ta  mhiT  th*  ttnlMTUl;  aoBtooMttr 
fts  tUl  aeaSMmj,  ttl.  8—  India,  tdU.  I,  ID,  IL  Ail 
OhMk— At /odag,  TDb.  I,  IIL  Kft  FIftterK— AiA- 
Aa^  Toh.  *,  It. 

ITmr^  *'"**  &.,  BflBitor  from  IndUiu,  tSO ;  od  tlia  proa- 
pMtlT*  im-tmpUon  btn,  lU;  on  tha  amaDdad  tariff 
lilll,ni.    BnMdm,T0l.a. 

fTaii^  EsWAss  B,  BaptaatoUtlTa  bom  Lmlatuu,  i,  tn, 

Wma,  Huei  Ih  Bautoi  fton  TawuM**,  1;  pnaanbnao- 
Intloiia  baa  TaWMnaa  LafWitan,  M ;  Taatfiia  hli  aait 
liitbaBaula,ta.    St  JMttK,  toIm.  »,H  II. 

"Wmam,  Joem,  SapnaurtaUn  fMm  Kaotaakj,  4,  Ml ;  aluaas 


Wm^Jon 


d«B,T0L& 

WUHtti^i  Fatmt  BtfiO—Stt  Jmdm,  ToL  4. 
WMmm,  B.  IL,  tha  aaaa  «C-JEw  HHUm,  toL  4. 
Tiox,  TiLXua  W^  RapiaaaaUUw  fiom  Indlaa^  1 
WlifsiM  and  0rp*Mi^  jMiHim  to— Aa  Adaa^  nd.  1 
ViLaoi,  Lmmam,  Banatoi  fton  Haw  Hampahbo,  4M. 
Wmn,  BiaBUn  H,  tha  oaa  oC-nSMAAa^  tdI.  la 


aa«,8,181.    &< /kIW,  toL  UL 
▼nuim,  Kutbt,  BapnHnUtlTa  from  MaMaahiiaetti,  & 
Viujija,  Jamb  "W^  BtpnagntitlTO  from  Haijland,  SSI ; 

tm  tha  baabopt  Uw,  MSj  daoaaaa  oi;  SDa 
Ifn.iJtua,  Jaud  T^  XopreaealatlTa  from  Sair  Hunp- 


ISL    »lA<lM,TOl.U. 


Wood,  FiasAno,  RapnanrtaUra  from  Ha*  Tart,  1§L 
y»Oii»Mna»| '  ,  Saaator  from  liliiM^«,W»;  oatta 

Woomtni,  L»Tt,HaBiti»  from  Hav  ITaiinirtln.  Ill ,  la 


Vanwi,  8ii.li,  Ja^  Banator  frao  Haw  ToA,  ^  M;  nUha 
to  tha  Dwth  tait—  boudirr,  IW;   ^  piMl^aa 
HI  rapaal  of  tk*  iBdapiBl^ 


tailC4ni  DBthanaaAninatotha: 
amaudad  tariff  bm,  HO;  «b  tha  wi 


Ttataud  yagt—ln  tha  Sanata,  on  th«  lndaixadaBtT^ia- 
1117, 41 ;  DB  tha  anoad  oeeopaUoD  of  FlotMa,  41 ;  «  tta 
■anmi>tl0DOfthaeuUdobti,M;  on  paUUsM  Sir  Oi 
admlulan  of  Florida,  T4;  raUUTOto  tLa  -nTapll— ^ 
StaUdabti,S(^«^N;  raUtlra  to  BilUah  Ubantlaa  tf 
■larai,  IIT ;  ralatlTa  to  tha  dosoowDteir  liliiiaj.  tB, 
Ul,lllt;  TalatlTatopT«ap«etlTap»-am[>tlaa,U^nli 
ralatlTa  to  the  pra-amptlan  bill,  KB,  nt,  tS«,  MS;  i^ 
tlTatoTiaarii7B0taa,S91;  on  rapaal  at  tha  Jaitfrni 
ant  TittBOT,  IW;  nUtlTt  to  tha  —-f-'—"--  rfjs- 

dUal  dmoll^  Sn ; Innnt  TnTittra  tn  thi  iipiil 

of  tha  aab-TTcaiorr,  Kl;  on  odarin^  tha  bm  toba  n- 
■ioaHd,SW>;  an  raonnmlttlnc  tha  blD  Sv  tha  nficf  tf 
Xia.  HantMn,  MM,  KS;  on  tha  baaknpt  Un,  Kl:  » 
*9  amaadmaM  to  tha  bank  bUt,  sn,  «I4 ;  oa  Oi  U. 
m;oBpilBtlntthaIiaaafWlsblp«tiaoB,n4;  eaOa 
bwikT«toa4blIl,>N^tU:  lalitiTa  to  land  dWrfbalte 
to, HI;  an  tha  Bh>1  aOTiiocatl«i,  BIT;  oa  t^ptart- 
alDiu]tari4aa,4U;B(da(tleaTa  to  imntaBa  ■  kl 
fer  tha  lapaal  of  tha  haskinpt  law,  4SS ;  nlatln  to  ea 
anllitaMBt  of  blacki,  4ffi ;  lalatJTa  to  a  tax  a>  lait 
DOl«a,4t4;  OBthstart^  4IB;  ralatln  to  Banlichgah 
UO;  on  tha  amaadad  taril^  BM;  an  Oh  diatriteliM 
blll,IUt;  nlatJTato  tha  Ana  on  QuanlJaohKia,  Ml; 
on  tha  Otafon  bill,  W( ;  on  paal]BBlBf  tha  8iat>  Ml 

■ahama,  VXt,  *".  *":—'-""*- " '  *nli-i-*-i 

Va,  lot;  OB  TaaolntlODi  nlitlTa  to  Slata  dah^  K; 
raUUTo  to  tha  BritUh  traa^,  ni;  oa  miilil  tta 
bankn^Uw,  nS. 
b  tha  Boiaa,  OB  rapaal  of  Iha  nb-THaaon  «:  « 
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BM,M;  Mtlw-hMaDirHotoblII,IM;  M  tlwpt 


oa  tk*  ■mmUd  tolC  ni !  sa  Uw  tapa^  sT  tlw  dWri- 
ta11onMl,ai]  ntatlMM  tb>  en*  km  rale,  ail;  ttlM^ 
an  to  Ih*  IM  nl«,  Ol;  nUln  la  Ih*  topwdiirmt 


Tovm,  ADstnim,  BuiiiuMiiUHo  ftom  TannoBt,  tSl. 
TouBO,  loax,  fiaptw^tatlTB  from  B«r  Tnk,  WL   Sf 

TOVBS,  Xnmiis  IL,  BmtorftamIIUnoli,^180;  OBpiH- 
p«oaT*pT»«iiplLBi,HO;  on  Iwd  dMrtbatton,  m ;  DO 
tlM  OniDn  Toilfaitr,  (OL   AlAdN^TiLU 
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^\t  ifst  iidionanes  af  Jorrip  ^anguagis. 

SPIERS  AND  SURENHEB  FRENCH  &  ENGLISH  AND  ENG 
tiSH  &  FRENCH  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY. 


THE  FEKSCH  ACADBMT,  LA.TEAUZ,  BOBTE;  BESOEESELL^  liAIfDAISk  ETO 


JOHHBON,  VEBSl^  WOECESTEB,   BICHASDBOH,  710 

Conbuning  »  great  nimibn  of  Words  not  tnmd  ib  other  DiotioiuriM^  followod  by 

A   OompUlc  rocatmlary  ef  A>  iTaiu*  0/  PUeu  (md  Ptnomt,  MgUubiic^  dnJ  ai*»tUaI,  Ati^tM 

dnJ  Madtrn. 

Bi  A.    8PIEBB, 

pKorvNOB  or  Ekouib  a  tan  If  muhil  Coluoi  or  Bonirun  (FunJ,  axv  tbi  If  aiimu  Bcbool  of 

BHamn^  Ao. 

Carefallj  BeriMd,  Oorreotod,  and  Enlarged 

Bt  G.  p.  QUACKBNBOS.  a,  M. 

On*  Urg«  voIiuimSto,  ppt  1M%  wall  printed  and  (tnngW  bonnd,  II.    An  ateUgouat  of  Uw  Am% 

bj  SuiMETH^  1  ToL,  neatly  bound,  )& 


A   DICJnONAEY    OP   THE   GERMAN   AND   ENSLISH 
LANGUAGES, 

Indleatlog  the  aeoentnation  of  erer;  Qennan  Word,  eontuning  itTeral  hondred  Qerman  Synonymaa, 
together  villi  a  daieifieation  and  iilplubetioal  Li«t  of  tlia  Inegolar  Terb^  and  a  Dietlooary  01  6er 
mao  AbbrerUtioni.     Compiled  from  the  Worki  of 

HILPEBT,  FLOQEIs    OBIEB;   EETS^   Am)  OTHERa 

Id  two  parte :  L  Oerman  and  EngliiL — IL  Eoglieh  and  Qennan. 

Bt  O.  J.  ADLEB,  A.  U., 

pMmaoB  Of  TBI  Q^BUM  Lurevian  tm  I^f^Tcu  w  «n>  tJanuaur  or  na  Om  or  Nbw  Tou. 

One  large  roL  Sto.,  pp.  1800;  wdl  printed  and  itrongly  bound,  fS.    As  abiidgDMDt  of  the  above, 

one  ToL,  itiongly  bmmd,  |1  f  S. 


m. 

A  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  DANISH  AND 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGES, 


flPANlSfl  DlcnoXABT  OP  THE  SPAUSH  ACADEMT,  TERBEBO^  AND  SALTA, 
SE0A1IE3  EDITION  OF  ITEUUAN  AND  BABEITIi 

ENOUBH  DICnONABIES  OF  WEBSTER,  WOBCESTEE,  AND  WALKER, 

Wbh  the  tdditaon  of  more  than  Eight  Tlioiuand  Word^  Idioms,  and  Familiar  Phraie*,  the  IrregH 

latitiea  of  all  the  Vert^  and  a  Qrsnunatiod  Bynopui  of  both  Lengoagei. 

Br  UABIANO  VELAZQUEZ  DE  LA  CADENA, 

FMRBwa  or  tbs  Bfiicbb  Luouai  taro  ImuTuac  n  Ooldiou  Couao^  Niw  ToaK 

Om  large  roL  Atoi,  wen  printed,  and  atronglybonnditS.    An  abridgment  of  Ihf  abore^  I  toI  (1  1% 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


i),  APPLBTOy  A  OOMPASTB  PUBLiOATJOm. 

I. 

THE  MODERN  HOUSEWIFE, 

OOHPBISDraSSABLTOlIE  THOCaASD  BBOSIPX&  TOB  THE  BOOHOHXO  ABD  JUDBSM 
PnrAUTXw  cv  nvcr  Mul  or  tbm  Dat,  txo  Uimn  Di>boik«i  nnt  Finu  Maxi^^bt 

Bj   ALEXIS    80TEB. 
1  TohiM,  llmo,  iiMtl;  bound.    V^^m,  $). 


a. 

THE  INVALID'S  OWK  BOOK, 

L  OOLLBCmOH  OT  KS0IFE8  VBOU  TABHTOS  BOOKS  ASD  TABIODB  OODBISIB 

Sj  Tax  HomuM  LADT  ODB£  • 
1  t6L  ISma   doth,  SO  wnti. 


HI. 

BOOK  OP  VBMPUL  XXOWLSDffS. 

A  CrOLOPEDIA, 

or  BDC  THOUBAnD  FBACnCAL  KBCGIFIS,  AlTD   COUATEBAL  IBPOBHAIKHT  II V 
Am^  lIA>DFlon■■^  MD^usB^iBaiQiHiraHBnanr^Fuuucs,  AXoDMORSiEUaarT 
By  A  J.  OOOI^T. 
I  Tidiini^  %-n.  ppl  t1^  -maOj  bmmd,  t^  ML 


IV. 

THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  COMMON  UFR 

Bj  JAUE9  V.  W.  JOHNBTON.  U.  A,  F.  &  S^  F.  O.  E 

At  Air  «•  BrwUie,  tht  Water  w*  DriiJ^  Tbe  Sml  we  ColtJTate,  mnd  tba  Fluts  ira  B^  Ui 
Br«*direEB(^  Ike  B««r  w«  Cook,  and  th*  Berer^M  wa  IoAmo.  llu  Ehr«ata  wa  fiAMl,ni 
liqoon  we  Feiman^  and  tha  Ifareotiet  wa  Indulge  in.  He  Odon  we  &U07,  Tka  fiodbn 
Diilike.  Wbat  we  Breatha  and  Breatlie  for,  And  vha^  bow,  and  wbj  wa  Digacb  lb*  Mf 
wa  Cheriih,  and  the  CircQlation  of  Hatter.    A  Beoapitnlatdon. 

WITH  NVMXROVa    WOOO-CUT  ILLVSTRATIOMa. 

CoD^lata  in  0  Hoa.    Paper  eoTar^  9 S  oU.  doth,  (L    (Neari;  lak^f.) 


Digilizcd  by  Google 


D.  AFFLSTOy  i  OOMFAJITB  FUBLIOAHONB 

PHOOSOPHY  OP  SIR  WILLIAM  HAMILTON,  BAKT, 

PiowMPK  o*  Looio  twa  UR'A?BTaKS  IN  EmNBvaaB  'UiamMitt. 

Amuigsd  uid  Edited  hy 

0.  W.  WIQBT, 

tmaUifft  of  Coiuiii'i  "  Hiitorj  of  Modem  PhfloeopLj." 

Od*  toL  8to.,  pp^  SW,  veil  printed.    (1  fia 

-  lb  Wtnkm  HuoDtoD  hi*  Utifai^  tc  t2i«  THT  blcbart  dMlDCtkn  M 1  lAllMMbeT,  and  In  HBO  nvMb  be  ti  IfldMb 
■mate  te  MiTrf  toUlBW^O"  l|Wdicwin-Bdi(  Btmrt  at  Bnnra.    ^ttL  ■  nmukilil* ponrif  luiTali  md  dbv^ 

■irinillii  II 1 1  mil  hi  II    piat  dfd&n  md  nhigiiim  of  f^leitad  *  defrM  of  endUko  tbtf  fa  dnxiM  wttbMl  apaalU.'^ 


II. 

COXJKSE  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  MODERN  PHnX)SOPHY. 

Bt  h.  tiotob  ooxjsdt. 

TkAKBL&«>I1    bt    O.   W.     WfOBT. 

Two  Tuliim«t  SvcL,  well  printed.     Priet,  tS> 


■■iitadmoJ  amjr  qnuwx/  tha  dTlUMdwBliL'— .AUM&wvk  AmIma 


in. 
THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  THE  BEAUTIFUL. 

FxoK  IBS  FincB  or  YICTOB  OODSIN. 

Tbarblaikd,   with   hockb,  bt   J.    0.   DiHiBt. 

On*  OMt  ToL  lima    Ynot,  U  et& 


IV. 

THE  PosrrrvE  phh-osophy  of  augtjste  oomte 

FbIBLT     TxAHBLACBtt    ABD  COBOBHBID 

Bi  HARBIET  MABTraXAU. 
Tw»  Tolumw  Bvo,  pp.  S16,  fiTT,  well  prinUd.    FllMk  •!> 


V. 

LECrUKES  ON  THE  TRUE,  THE  BEAUTIFUL,  AND 
THE  GOOD. 

Bt  tiotob  oouaiF. 


T  Ol  w,  wio^ 
Uu  neat  Tdnme  STo.     (JXt»Aj  T««4r-) 
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D.  APPLBTOir  S  aOMFASTB  PUSUCWnOA'a. 

Steiteti  ^istoriral  WSMh. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

By  THOMAS  ABNOLD,  D.  D^ 
r  HoDBH  EmoiT  n  tsi  Unrnsm  or  Oziou^  ax 

Bl>GII  80HOOL. 

1  Urge  ToL  Bva  pp.  ftsa.    Frio^  |S. 


n. 
HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 

FBOU  TSR  KABLIEST  PEIUOD  TO  THE  VWSEST  TOtK 

B7  K  mOHEL^,  Vtamaxai.  x  ia  Faculti  dm  Linua,  pBonam  ^  LrBooui  Nobmu^  A 

TnuuUtedby  a.  H,  SHTTH,  F.  Q.  S, 

>  ToU  Bto.  pp^  480  ud  400.    Pri«^  $S  SIX 


ni. 
HISTORY  OF  GERMAinr, 

FBOH  THB  EASUEST  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRSENTTIltE, 

Bj  FREDERICK  EOHLRAUSCH. 

Tkumluid  noK  isi  un  Skbkas  EnmoH.    Bt  Jutu  D.  Bam, 

fTtlhseotiipltta  index  prepared  ezpreulj  for  tbe  Ameriou  edition.    1  toL  StOi,  ppi  48T.   Fti« 

«lfiOi  or,  uimiMtntedEditioii,M«ti7b<niiid,9a  Sa 


HISTORY  OF  "ENGLAND, 

FBOIC  TBE  PEACE  OP  DTBEOHT  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  PABIS. 

Br  LORD  HAHOK. 

i  Urge  ToU  Bro.  pp.,  fifiO,  e09,  veil  printed,  |1 


A.  DIGEST  OF   THE   LAWS,  CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,  AND 

ISBflTUTIOMS  OF  THE  ANCIENT  AND  UODBRN  NATIONS. 

Bf  THOUAS  DET,  Lxn  Fanmcn  or  tOB  Cotinu  or  Wiuuh  urn  Hus. 

1  ToL  Stol  pp.  670;  veil  printed  prioe,  $t. 


A  MANUAL  OF  ANOIENT  AND  MODERN  HISTORY. 

By  W.   C.   TAYLOR,  LL.  D,  io. 
1  Iprge  Tolainc^  Bva,  pp.  BB6.    Prioi^  $S  if. 

VII 

fHE  HISTORY  OF  CIVaiZATION,  FROM  THE  FALL  0 

THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE  TO  THE  FRENCH  RETOLDTION. 
By  P.  GOIZOT. 

TklNSUTED   RT  W.    HAXLin. 

4  voU.  ISmo.  13  Sa 
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